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Violence continued in 
the Nigej-Delta amid 
claims and counter 
claims by armed, m ilitant 
youths and the Joint Task 

Force (JTF) of Operation Re­
store Hope as to who is in 
control.

Mr. Preye Cathel alias 
Maxy, a frontline Ijaw youth 

, told this reporter on phone

Fighting rages in Niger-Delta
From Ikenna Emeka 

| Okpani, in Port Harcourt & \ 
I Shehu Abubakar, in Abuja j
yesterday that the N iger- 
D elta youths Sunday, a t­
tacked and dislodged soldiers 
from the task force and took

over control o f the four oil 
locations at B enisede, 
Ogbotobo, O pukushi and 
Tunu in Bayelsa state.

Cathel said that the Sal­
vation Youths have taken 
over control of the four oil in­

stallations and may proceed 
to take over the remaining oil 
locations in the state adding 
that the Trans-Ramos pipeline 
m anifold located at Brass 
creeks had since been badly 
damaged.

C athel who could  not 
confirm nor deny the link be­
tween the restive youths and 
the two remanded Ijaw leader, 
Alhaji M ujaheed Dokubo- 
Asari and former governor 
DSP A lam ieyeseigha  o f 
Bayelsa state, said the youths

were fighting for the total 
liberation of the Ijaw nati<' i 
and the freedom  o f  it'-, 
people.

H ow ever, the C oir 
mander o f the Joint Ta'k 
Force, Brig-General Elias 
Zamani, though admitti .■ 
that fighting has continu. • 
in the crises area said. “Out 

Cont. on Pg 2

Murder of Rimi’s wife politically
motivated - Solomon Lar
Fformer Peoples Demo 

cratic Party (PDP), na­
tional chairman, Chief 

Solomon Lar, yesterday in 
Kano described the murder of 
Hajia Sa’adatu Rimi as politi­
cally motivated. He said the

By Yusha’u Adamu Ibrahim,
Corerespondent (Kano) & 

Shehu Abubakar, Reporter
murder was a big challenge to 
the Inspector General of Po­
lice, Mr. Sunday Ehindero, to

unravel.
Chief Solomon Lar who 

was speaking to newsmen at 
Rimi’s residence, said that “I 
saw the place where they 
■cilled her and definitely the 
assassins were after Rimi and

when they did not see him, 
they ended up killing Sa’adatu 
who is innocent,”

He stated that it was a big 
challenge to the police to fish 
out the culprits and pros* 
ecute them.

Liberia new president, Ellen Johnson Sir-leaf (left) being sworn-in yesterday.

CBN withdraws licences of 14 banks
The Central Bank o f Ni­

geria (CBN), yesterday 
withdrew the licence of 
; 14 weak banks that failed to 
raise the N25 billion recapital­

ization as at the December 31 st 
deadline.

The affected banks are, 
A frican E xpress Bank,

BvAnasA.Galadima,
Business Reporter

Allstates Trust Bank, Assur­
ance Bank, City Express Bank 
and Eagle Bank.

Others are. Fortune Bank, 
Gulf Bank, Hallmark Bank, 
Lead Bank, Liberty Bank Met­

ropolitan Bank and Societe 
General Bank. The rest are 
Trade Bank and Trium ph 
Bank.

Governor o f  the CBN, 
Prof. Charles Soludo, made 
this known at a press confer­
ence in A buja yesterday  
where he said the Nigerian

Deposit Insurance Corpora­
tion (NDIC), has been di­
rected to obtain a court order 
to liquidate the weak banks.

His words: “in the exercise 
of the powers conferred upon 
us by the Banks and Other Fi­
nancial Institutions Act, the 

Cont. on Pg. 2

C hief Lar stressed that 
the police and other security 
agencies must have to inten­
sify efforts in their investiga­
tions, adding that “our secu­
rity agents must do some­
thing about security o f life 
and property because today 
in Nigeria, nobody is safe in 
the country.”

The former PDP national 
chairman added, “let the In­
spector General for once, 
make it happen that, if  some­
one commits an offence, he 
will be found as soon as pos­

sible.”
He pointed out that due 

to insecurity in the nat > i. 
“no one is free in Niger . to 
go to his bed happily as 1. >>r 
she might be counted among 
the victims o f assassins Jue 
to insecurity.”

He recalled that many 
people like Bola Ige, Harry 
Marshal; were assassin \ d  
and yet nothing has been 
done, noting that in oilier 
countries, the culprits must 
have been fished out but :hat 

Cont. on Pg, 2

Oyo Crisis: Ladoja 
fails to report to office

The form er governor, 
Rasheed Ladoja, did 
not report to office as 
promif ving regarded his

impea it as unconstitu­
tional

I „..6ations revealed 
that Ladoja’s failure to show 
up at the state secretariat 
might not be unconnected 
with unfavourable security 
reports.

Human and vehicle traffic 
at the secretariat was unusu­
ally light as some workers 
stayed away from work as di­
rected by the state chapter of 
theNLC.

As a direct response to 
the order, armed plainclothed 
policemen arrested the state 
NLC chairm an , A lam u 
Oloyede and his secretary, 
Remi Adediji and took them 
to an unknown destination. 
The new governor directed 
workers to ignore the order, 
threatening to deal ruthlessly 
with anyone who wants to 
create chaos in the state.

Arm ed police officers 
were also seen around major 
road junctions in the state 
conducting searches on ve­
hicles and commuters. Many 
residents who remained in­
doors early in the morning, 
started coming out after about

From Olumide Bajulai\e.
in Ibadan

10am and there was no inci­
dent reported.

In some o f the sch<x>ls! 
visited, many students failed 
to turn up while there was 
activity in the m arket' as 
some traders failed to show j 
up.

The new governor of ( Ho 
State, Adebayo Alao-Ak ala, 
yesterday made key appt nt- 
ments as he settled dow n 
office as the chief executive 
o f the state following the im­
peachm ent o f  R ashccd 
Ladoja.

Akala swore-in form er I 
commissioner for finance an- 
der the mi li tary adm i n i stra: u m 

Cont on Pp. 2

IJ
News Pg-

Trust Int’l 

Business

Pg. 10 

Pg. 16 

Kano Trust £ Pg. II  
Inside Politics Pg. AS

Sports

http://www.dailytrust.com


P a g e  2 D aily Trust T u e s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 0 6

Murder
j Nigeria was an exception.

Commenting yesterday, 
i the force public relations of- 
! ficer(FPRO), Mr. Haz Iwendi, 
i a deputy com m issioner o f  
police, said the Inspector 

I General o f  Police, was y<„ to 
: be briefed on progress nade 
! in the ongoing investigations 
I in to  the a ssass in a tio n  o f  
Hajiya Sa’adatu.

Iwendi who was speaking 
I with this reporter on phone, 
i said, “We are on standby. We 
! are on standby.” He said as 
| soon as there is any break- 
| through in investigations, the 
j police will let the public know.

Cont from  >g. 1
The police had in an ear­

lier statement issued to the 
prPjS said 13 persons had 
’ jen arrested in connection 
with the assassination while 
the Deputy Inspector General 
o f Police in charge o f  force 
criminal investigation, Mr. 
Ogbonna Onovo, had relo­
cated to Kano to co-ordinate 
investigations.

The sum ofN5 million has 
also been placed by the po­
lice for anybody that can as­
sist w ith inform ation that 
could lead to the arrest o f the 
assassins.

Another female leader emerges in Chile
9Sir-leaf.swom-in

CBN Cont. from  pg. 1 
licenses o f  the fo llow ing  said.
banks are hereby-.revoked the 
Nigerian Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (NDIC) has also 
been d irected  to obtain a 
court approval to commence 
the process of liquidating the 
affected banks”

The apex bank on Sunday 
announced the dissolution of 
the board and management of 
11 out o f  the affected  14 
banks. The board and man­
agement o f three of the banks 
were replaced last year by in­
terim managers appointed by 
theCBN.

Soludo explained that a 
total ofN 177 billion deposi­
to rs ’ funds are cu rren tly  
trapped in the 14 failed banks 
out of which N 107 billion were 
not insured.

The list o f “chronic debt­
ors” would be forwarded to 
the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Comm ission (EFCC), 
for investigation and pros­
ecution while a post consoli­
dation due diligence would be 
conducted on the successful 
banks to verify the funds said 
to have been raised by all the 
groups.

Soludo assured private 
sector depositors o f all the 
a ffec ted  banks th a t they  
would get a refund of 100 per­
cent o f all their deposits, not­
ing that measures were being 
put in place to ensure that 
deposit verification and cer­
tif ic a tio n  w as concluded  
within 90 days so that deposi- 

•; tors would begin to get their
The apex bank js- eur-^ deposits paid, 

rently upgrading its Wack list. . .^T he CBN governor la-
o f managers that'have con­
tribu ted  to the fall o f  the 
banks with a view to ensure 
that they are shut out o f  the 
banking industry.

“The CBN m aintains a 
black book o f discredited 
practitioners in the system. 
The black book is being au­
tomated for easy identifica­
tion o f  persons on the list. 
Meanwhile, a list o f bank debt­
ors is being screened to en­
sure that no non-performing 
debtor is left on the board of 
the 25 successful banks”, he

soldiers have returned to the 
area. We have re-enforced and 
we are now in control.”

General Zamani who said 
four of his soldiers were killed 
by the militant youths who 
also lost 8 o f their men as at 
press time yesterday, said oil 
production has resumed at 
the offshore terminal.

Gen. Zamani said he could 
not confirm  if  officials o f 
B ayelsa state governm ent 
have met with the youths who 
kidnapped four expatriate 
workers o f  Shell as the intelli­
gence report he received did 
not specify that there was 
any such meeting.

He said though the loca­
tion where the four whitemen 
are being held still remains 
unknown, officials o f  Delta 
and Bayelsa states are mak­
ing frantic efforts to reach the 
youths for dialogue.

Four expatriate workers o f 
Shell Petroleum Development 
Company (SPDC), that in­
clude an American, Briton, 
Bulgarian and a Hunduran, 
were last week taken hostage 
by armed youths from a sea 
eagle vessel at an offshore oil 
terminal.

Heavily armed youths in

merited the inability o f the 
eight banks in the Alliance 
Bank group to meet the recapi­
talization requirement despite 
co n cessio n s g ran ted  the 
banks by the reg u la to ry  
body.

Specifically, the banks in 
the group had failed to re­
cover N 10.5 billion non per­
forming loans which the apex 
bank had asked them to re­
cover as one o f the conditions 
for their merger in order for 
final approval to be given to 
them.

Michelle Bachelet has 
become the first 
woman to be elected 
president in Chile, winning 53 
percent of the vote in Sunday’s 

runoff, compared to 46 percent 
for Sebastian Pinera, a conserva­
tive wealthy businessman, ac­
cording to official results.

Her victory extended the rule 
of the market-friendly, center- 
left coalition that has governed 
since the end of Pinochet’s 1973- 
90 rule.

“Who would have said, 10, 
15 years ago — that a woman 
would be elected president!” 
Bachelet told thousands of sup­
porters.

The elections underlined 
Latin America’s tilt toward the 
left, though Bachelet has prom­
ised to maintain the free-market 
policies that have made Chile’s 
economy one of the strongest in 
the region.

The 54-year-old pediatrician 
had expected resistance from 
Chile’s conservative military es­
tablishment — and not only be­
cause of her family background. 
“I was a woman, a divorcee, a 
socialist, an agnostic ... all pos­
sible sins together,” she said 
recently.Bachelet’s father was an 
air force general who was ar­
rested and tortured for opposing 
the 1973 coup that brought 
Pinochet to power. Alberto 
Bachelet died in prison of a heart 
attack, probably caused by the 
torture, Bachelet says.

A 22-year-old medical stu­
dent at the time, Bachelet was 
also arrested, along with her 
mother. They were blindfolded, 
beaten and denied food for five 
days while their cellmates were 
raped — an ordeal she doesn’t 
want to talk about except to say 
she and her mother were “physi­
cally mistreated.” She insists she 
harbors no rancor because she has 
“a pplitical understanding of 
why those things happened.”

Fighting Cont from  pg. 1

four speed boats carrying 
general purpose m achine 
guns (GPMG), self loading 
rifles (SLR) and other heavy 
arms were said to have at­
tacked Benisede where they 
opened fire continuously for 
over 20 minutes.

Two houses belonging to 
Shell staff and several oil ex­
ploration equipment were re­
portedly damaged. Shell’s act­
ing External Affairs Manager 
(West), Mr. Charles Akeni, 
has confirmed the attack and 
said 42 o f  their contractors 
and staff were on duty when 
the youths attacked the in­
stallation.

Bayelsa state governor, 
G ood luck  Jo n a th an , has 
threatened to invite the mili­
tary to take over the crises 
areas if  the crises persist. He 
warned that his administra­
tion will not tolerate act o f  
lawlessness.

M eanw hile , the  A sari 
D okubo-led  N iger-D elta  
P eop les V olunteer Force 
(NDPVF), has disassociated 
itself from the kidnapping and 
vandalisation.

Com rade Oduri James, 
secretary o f the NDPVF in a

statement in Port Harcourt 
said destruction  o f  lives, 
property and kidnapping of 
innocent citizens were not in 
the plans o f their force and 
did not form part o f the Niger- 
Delta struggle.

He said his organization 
has no knowledge o f the de­
struction o f oil installations in 
the region and the kidnapping 
o f  persons.

C om rade Jam es said  
NDPVF was not in support of 
the acts and asked the perpe- 
tratore to desist and called on 
the federal government to re­
consider the case against 
A lhaji Asari D okubo, the 
leader o f  his organization.

It would be recalled that 
four foreign staff o f  Tidex 
Drilling Company Limited 
working for Shell Nigeria Ex­
p lo ra tion  and P roduction 
Company at the OA field in 
Ekeremor local government 
area o f Bayelsa State were kid­
napped last week and have 
not been rescued yet.

Due to the development, 
Nigeria’s oil production and 
export has fallen by 10 per­
cent. Nigeria produces 2.5 bil­
lion barrels a day and is the

ByAbdu Labaran 
Malumfashi, Foreign Desk

Editor withagency report

They were later forced into 
five years in exile, first in Aus­
tralia, then communist East Ger­
many where Bachelet married a 
fellow Chilean exile. They later 
separated and she had a third 
child from a new relationship.

Back in Chile, Bachelet 
worked underground with other 
leftist exiles, quietly advancing 
in the Socialist Party. She became 
a well-known figure in the cen­
ter-left coalition that has ruled 
since 1990.

Current President, Ricardo 
Lagos, who was constitutionally 
barred from seeking re-election, 
made her his health minister, then 
in 2002 named her defense min­
ister. She won praise for helping 
heal divisions between civilians 
and military left over from the 
dictatorship.

Bachelet — who was at the 
top of her class in a Chilean 
course on military studies — 
became a popular figure among 
the Admirals and Generals. The 
air force presented her with a 
leather flight jacket with her name 
stamped on it and as defense 
minister, she would often re­
spond to an officer’s military 
salute with a smile and a kiss on 
the cheek.

Bachelet, the third woman in 
Latin America to be directly 
elected president, will be inau­
gurated March 11, joining the 
ranks of Latin American leaders 
including leftists such as Vene- i 
zuela’s Hugo Chavez and newly j 
elected Evo Morales of Bolivia.

She indicated she would i 
work with all the region’s lead- j 
ers. “Chavez, Morales, they are i 
presidents elected by their j 
peoples. Chile must have rela- j 
tionships with all of them.”

Also yesterday, Ellen John-. 
son Sir-leaf was swom-in as I

world’s number eight oil pro­
ducer. Brent Crude prices 
have risen by 1.5 percent in 
the international market.

R eports from  B ayelsa  
state say the militant youths 
are demanding the release of 
former Governor o f Bayelsa 
S ta te , C h ie f  D iepreye 
A lam iey ese ig h a  and the 
Niger-Delta People’s Volun­
tee r F orce leader, A lhaji 
Mujaheed Asari-Dokubo.

Security, we gathered, has 
been beefed up in Dodo com­
munity and environs, location 
o f  E A facility. However, more 
flow stations were seized last 
Sunday by the m ilitan t 
youths. Although details are 
still sketchy, our reporter 
gathered that the Benisede 
flow  sta tio n  loca ted  in 
Ekeremo LG A has been taken 
over completely.

The deputy governor o f  
B ayelsa  S ta te , Mr. 
Peremobowei Ebebi, who is 
from the affected area, has 
been directed to intervene by 
the governor o f  the sta te  
while the state government 
has also beefed up security 
in parts o f the state.

Liberia’s president, making her 
Africa’s first elected female 
leader^

Loud cheers greeted her in­
auguration, with US First Lady, 
Laura Bush and Secretary of 
State, Condoleezza Rice among 
those at the ceremony.

Mrs. Johnson Sir-leaf says 
her top challenge is to maintain 
peace, law and order after 14 
years of civil war.

UN peacekeepers and Libe­
rian police maintained tight se­
curity around the capital, 
Monrovia.

About 500 UN troops have 
been redeployed to the area, with 
more police officers on the 
capital’s streets.

Public vehicles have been 
banned from Monrovia’s streets 
for the day.

Two US Navy warships are 
stationed off Liberia’s coast, in a 
show of support for Mrs. John- 
son-Sir-leaf’s presidency.

“1 am excited by the poten­
tials of what I represent - the 
aspirations and expectations of 
women in Liberia, African women 
and women all over the world,” 
Ellen Johnson Sir-leaf said.

The BBC’s Elizabeth Blunt 
in Monrovia says that after all 
the years of war, there was no 
public building in a good enough 
state to host the ceremony.

The guests gathered on the 
grounds of the Capital Building 
and sat on white plastic chairs 
with coconut matting to protect 
them from the sun and the rain. 
They will then walk over the road 
to the stained and gloomy Ex­
ecutive Mansion for a reception.

Report said Ms Rice 
especially warm welcome 
country founded in I 
freed American slaves.

Other guests include Presi 
dents Olusegun Obasan j N i
geria, Thabo Mbeki 
Africa, Abdoulaye W - of 
Senegal, John Kufiior of ■'ana. 
Laurent Gbagbo of Ivor .vast 
and the Chinese foreign n’ ster

Thousands of volunt . s re­
painted buildings, bridg. - and 
road signs and cleared i -̂>ish 
from Monrovia’s streets head 
of h'er inauguration..

Mrs. Johnson-Sir-lc..: be­
comes Liberia’s first elected 
Head of State since the . tot 
the war in 2003.

The 67-year-old r .in d -  
mother won 59% of the . in
November’s run-off elect on. 
beating Liberian footba -:ar 
George Weah.

Speaking at the cerem. riy 
she called for a moment or lent 
prayer to remember the th 'u 
sands of people who died luring 
the war.

“1 pledge to live up to • >ui 
expectations,” she promt'

A former World Bank . no- 
mist and veteran politician. Mrs. 
Johnson-Sir-leaf is mckn.- ->ed 
the Iron Lady but has protr ,ed 
to show a new, softer side as 
president.

The challenges which lie 
ahead as she begins her six - ,-ar 
term are great.

After a quarter of a cem ury 
of war and misrule, Liberia - 
network are in ruins, there > no 
national telephone networi. no 
national electricity g rid  and to  
pipe borne water.

Oyo crisis Cont from  pg.
o f  C ol. A hm ed U sm an, 
Olayiwola Olakunjo, as the 
new secretary to the state 
government.

The new SSG who hails 
from Oyo, replaces Barrister 
Sharafadeen Alii regarded as 
a Ladoja loyalist.

Also, a new Chief o f  Staff 
to the governor was swom- 
in. He is Saka A ded ite  
Balogun, a former commis­
sioner for finance in the state 
and one o f those thought to 
be in the good books o f  
Ibadan political godfather, 
Alhaji Lamidi Adedibu.

There are also indications 
that the new governor may 
have picked Alhaji Azeem 
G bolarunm i as h is new 
deputy.

Gbolarunmi, a former per­
sonal a ss is tan t to the 
strongman o f Ibadan politics, 
w as the linkm an o f  the 
Peoples Pemocratic Party in 
the state.

A source close to Alao- 
Akala confided in our corre­
spondent that Gbolarunm i 
w as chosen based on his 
commitment and loyalty to the 
party as well as being the ap­
propriate candidate for the 
position as he is a native o f  
Ibadan and a Muslim.

The new governor had 
earlier arrived the state secre­
tariat with a large entourage 
which included perm anent 
secretaries and went into his 
office amidst a huge presence 
o f security operatives.

Also yesterday, the Presi­
dent o f  the Nigeria Labour 
C ongress (N L C ), A dam s 
Oshiomhole, expressed con­
cern about the ongoing po­
litical crisis in Oyo state. The

attempt to ignore a cour <r- 
der which voids the impe k h- 
ment o f  the incumbent gov­
ern o r and the p u rpo rted  
swearing-in o f  another gov­
ernor, he said amounts v  a 
most dangerous subver- >n 
o f the rule o f law by its cti st o- 
dians.

Ironically, he said in a 
statement that this impumtv 
and subversion o f the ru - >f 
law has featured the a t :mg 
chief judge o f Oyo State, ' bo 
by his position should i . i- 
narily be the preeminent „ w- 
todian of the rule o f law t - lie 
state. “ In this respect, we 
share the outrage expressed 
by the Nigeria Bar Associa­
tion (NBA) about the un 
fessional conduct o f the \>i 
Chief Judge o f Oyo State and 
the regrettable way he -.as 
lent his office to abuse.

“Clearly, constitutional 
democracy is being impcn! ed 
in Nigeria by the subversion 
o f  the rule o f  law and the 
pa ten t law lessness w ith 
which many key operator. o f 
the system  conduct them ­
selves,” he said.

In view o f  the clear pnv 
nouncement o f  a competent 
court voiding the ixnpeat h 
ment process, the NLC he said, 
is unable to recognize Otunha 
Adebayo Akala as governor 
unless and until the court or­
der is set aside by a super- ■ 
court.

He called on the Inspec 
tor-General o f  Police to take 
necessary steps urgently to 
restore order in Oyo State 
provide security forGoverr«>r 
Rasheed Ladoja in compharv e 
with the court order voiding 
the impeachment.



T u e sd a y ,  J a n u a r y  17 , 2 0 0 6 D aily  Trust Pa«i 3

NIOOm contract controversy rocks Borno
Controversy is brewing 

in M aid u g u ri, the 
Borno state capital

• ^ r  how funds released by 
S  s ta te  govern m en t in 
A pril last year fo r the 
evacuation and clearance of 
drainages in the state capital 

were used.
The government set up a 

10-member committee under 
the chairmanship o f former 
Majority Leader in the state 
House o f  Assembly, Alhaji

F ro m  A b d u lla h i  B ego,
| A ssistan t E d itor (M aiduguri)

Abdurrahman Abdulkarim , 
on 2 2 n(* A p ril, 2005 , to 
supervise the 'clearing and 
c lean ing  o f  d ra in ag es’ in 
Maiduguri and released the 
sum o f N101 million for the 
committee to execute the job.

Daily Trust learnt that the 
sum was meant to ‘clean and 
c le a r ’ se lec ted  d ra inage  
channels, rehabilitate some

ANPP suspends Gov Turaki

The All Nigeria Peoples 
P arty  (A N P P ), in 
Jigaw a s ta te  has 
announced the suspension 
of Governor Ibrahim Saminu 

Turaki from the party with 
immediate effect over what it 
described as the governors 
anti-party activities in the 
state.

The ANPP caucus made 
the announcement at a world 
press conference it held in 
Dutse the state capital yeste­
rday just as a six man commi­
ttee has been constituted to 
probe the governor.

The ANPP caucus leader 
in the sta te , A lhaji Hadi 
Ukashatu, said the party has 
made the decision to sus­
pend the governor over his 
reckless attitude to cam o­
uflage for different parties.

“We are all living witne­
sses th a t recen tly , the 
governor has decamped to 
the PDP together with mem­
bers o f  the state executive 
council and members o f state 
House o f  Assembly with the

• • • condoles 
Buhari
By Habeeb I. Pindiga

National chairman o f 
the All Nigeria Peo­
ples Party (ANPP), 
Chief Don Etiebet, has sent 
a condolence m essage to 

General Muhammadu Buhari 
over the death o f his ex-wife.

Hajiya Safmatu, who was 
married to Buhari until 1990, 
died at 53 on Sunday after a 
protracted illness in Kaduna.

A sta tem ent from  the 
ANPP national secretariat in 
A buja yesterday , quoted  
E tieb e t as say ing  tha t 
Safmatu was a “humble and 

i humane housewife, with a 
deep  sense  o f  h u m ility , 

j exem plary chara-cter and 
above all a high sense o f  

| responsibility”
The statement said furt- 

! her that the ANPP chairman- 
| received the news o f  the 
| death with mixed feelings 
while abroad and sent Buhari 
a GSM  tex t m essage  as 
follows: “Your Excellency, 
just heard on NTA news that 
you lost your wife and has 
already been buried. O my 
God! I, on behalf o f myself, 
ou r g rea t p a rty  and our 
teeming supporters, send our 
co n d o len ces and pray  
Almighty God to grant her 
eternal rest in peace and you, 
the grace to bear the irrep­
arable'Ipss -A m en .”

From Ahmed Abubakar, Dutse

hope o f backing President 
Obasanjo in his third term bid 
and now he wants to claim 
part o f the ANPP,” he said.

The caucus leader also 
gave reasons for the suspe­
nsion o f the governor that he 
has duly registered him self 
with the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) with registration 
n u m b e rl4 8  at U nguw ar 
Gabas ward in Kazaure local 
government o f  Jigawa state.

Also, among those susp­
ended from the party were the 
governor’s cabinet member 
assistants, all ANPP members 
o f the state House o f Asse­
mbly who have made known 
their defection from the party 
to the PDP in the state.

According to a statement 
signed by the state ANPP 
sec re ta ry , B a rris te r  Sani 
Hussaini Garun Gabas, the 
state party has lost confi­
dence in the party leadership 
o f  Chief Don Etiebet in his 
arrangements to host the NEC 
meeting in Jigawa state.

“The ANPP, Jigawa state 
chapter, wishes to dissociate 
i ts e lf  from  the natio n a l 
c h a irm a n ’s d ec is io n  and 
strongly opposes any plan or 
arrangements to host the said 
NEC meeting by the Jigawa 
state governor,” as according 
to the statement, the governor 
has decamped to the PDP.

A lso, according to the 
sta tem ent, in view  o f  the  
above, “the governor sought 
to have con tro l o f  the 
leadership o f the PDP Jigawa 
state by attempting to make 
some o f his commissioners 
state party executives, but 
when he lost out to a more 
stronger faction o f  the PDP, 
he is now struggling to make 
a detour to the ANPP through 
the national chairman.”

The Jigawa state chapter 
th e re fo re  announce, “ the 
suspension o f His Excellency, 
Alhaji Ibrahim Saminu Turaki 
from the party, while a six man 
panel has been constituted 
under the chairm anship o f 
Alhaji Garba Gumel, chairman, 
elders committee in the state.

It also reads in part that 
for the avoidance o f doubt, 
the Jigawa state chapter of the 
ANPP, hereby specifically 
and unequivocally, call on the 
national leadership to recon­
sider the national chairman’s 
decision, as according to the 
statement, such an act will 
amount to rewarding the anti­
party activities o f  the gov­
ernor which calls for discip­
linary  ac tion  ai}d c o n d e ­
mnation.^ j ,  i/ K if. ji ^

__ ~T. j r - j c - g f r  Jt !: (T ~Z

that have collat * >s well 
as carry out gm.y erosion 
control activities in certain 
parts o f the state capital.

H ow ever, nearly  nine 
months since the setting up 
o f the committee and over six 
months since it completed its 
assignment, the committee 
was yet to formally summit a 
report on its activ ities; a 
situation that has made some 
key officials o f  the Borno 
state government to suspect 
foul play.

A ltho u g h  no form al 
accusations have been made 
by the government against 
the co m m ittee  yet, our 
c o rre sp o n d en t a u th o rit­
a tive ly  ga thered  that the 
office o f the secretary to the 
state government had form­
ally written to the chairman 
o f the committee asking that

the report-of the committee’s 
work be made available to the 
government as o f last week.

The le tte r, a copy  o f  
which is in Daily Trust s pos­
session, specifically asked 
that the “report to be subm­
itted should clearly indicate 
all monies received by the 
committee from government 
and how they were spent.” 

Earlier, our correspondent 
learnt that a letter signed by 
the Perm anent Secretary, 
Administration in the gove­
r n o r ’s o ffice  d ated  2 n ^ 
November, 2005, had asked 
the committee’s chairman “to 
submit a full account o f  your 
expenditure on the exercise of 
your committee.”

When contacted by Daily 
Trust, the committee chairman 
said that the report o f  the 
committed was ready since

August last year but that it 
was not submitted because 
the governor did not grant 
request to give a date for the 
su b m issio n  o f  ' the 
committee’s report to him.

“The committee succe­
ssfully completed its assig­
nment. I contacted the gov­
ernor three times to give us a 
date at his convenience to 
submit the report but he asked 
me to hold on. I also wrote a 
le tter on 121*1 Septem ber, 
2005 w ith  re fe ren ce  no. 
T F C C D /M O E N /A D M /2 / 
Vol. 1/14, to the governor 
through his C hief o f  Staff 
where I requested a date for 
form al subm ission o f  the 
report.”

“As we speak now, the 
report is ready. I f  anyone 
suspects foul play, let them 
receive the report first and

look at its contents bet,’ 
they can make any al eg 
tions.”

“We d id  ou r .> o 
according to the m an.ij 
given to us and I am reach 
face even the Economic ai 
Financial Crim es Con n 
ssion (EFCC), to defend . 
activ ities,” Alhaji Abcm 
ahman Abdulkarim, said 

The fo rm er Hi u
Majority Leader had resi j n 
h is p o s itio n  as m ajt i 
leader, citing differences u 
the Borno state govern< 
o n e 'o f  the reasons for 1 
resignation.

Abdulkarim also allc^ 
that some people within t 
government now wantec 
use the drainage clear 
committee which he heaik 
to witchhunt him politica i

L-R: Central Bank Governor (CBN), Professor Charles Soludo, Deputy Governor, Operations, Dr. Shamsuddeen L smart 
Managing Director, NDIC, C hief Ganiyu Ogunleye and others at the world press conference on 14 liquidated banks by the 
governor in Abuja ...yesterday. Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje

M antu recall: No date fixed 
for signature verification i n e c

Th
0 s

the Independent N ati­
onal Electoral Commi­
ss io n  (IN E C ) said  

yesterday that no date has 
been fixed for the commen­
cement o f  the verification o f 
the signatures o f petitioners 
seeking to recall the Deputy 
P re s id en t o f  the  Senate , 
Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu.

INEC national com m i­
ssioner in charge o f political 
party monitoring, Dr. Ishamel 
Igbani, speaking to D aily  
Trust in Abuja, said however, 
that contrary to some insin­
uations, the commission was 
not dawdling but was exec­
uting the process system ­
atically.

He said INEC was “loo­
king” at the signatures prese­
nted to fish out fake ones 
before going to the verific­
ation stage where each petit­
ioner is expected to phys­
ically appear.

■ "..A. -j ■- 1 -•»! i fl

By Hebeeb I. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

Though he refused to be 
categorical on whether any 
fake signatures have been 
detected, Igbani said there 
may be ghost petitioners. “I 
cannot tell you because it is 
part o f  the process, but there 
may be, let me put it that way, 
there may be,” he said.

The com m issioner fau­
lted those accusing INEC of 
foot dragging, saying the 
signatures were too num ­
erous to be authenticated in 
a hurry.

“The s ig n a tu res  are 
many; we have to check all 
o f  them. So we have been 
looking at the signatures and 
we have not set a date for the 
v e rif ic a tio n . W hen they  
bring signatures, we have to 
look at all o f  them. A fter, 
checking fhem l'tliW wd will 

 u c. . a -ji. x q n n '.  el

go to that place and physi­
cally see the people from the 
voters register, look at the 
names and then look at the 
people, see whether they are 
the ones. It is after all these 
have been done that we will 
look at what the constitution 
p rovides, that is w hether 
there are more than one half 
o f  the v o te rs  am ong the 
petitioners.

“They have presented the 
papers, with more than fifty 
percent but whether all these 
are authentic is what we have 
to verify. You can bring 1000 
names, but it may turn out that 
900 of them are useless. If you 
bring 900 names and 900 is 
supposed to be 50 per cent, 
we will go and see whether 
they are exactly the people 
they say they are, if they are 
less, then the case closes. If 
they are authentic', then we 
will conduct the referendum.” 

 _ u  i . - . t  i .  o < Di.Jf_.fl ___
- -i « '(• * * -> f .  -  •

The commissioner said 
On allegations that INEC 

was not as weedy in Mantu’s
case as it did in the case of 
Plateau Assembly Speaker. 
Simon Lalong, Igbani said 
“INEC has no special interest 
in any  can d id a te  in any 
referendum including Mantu. 
including Lalong, including 
whoever. All INEC does is to 
follow the constitution letter 
by letter, paragraph by parag­
raph. We nave no interest, in 
fact it i costing INEC money, 
extra money but if that is what 
the constitution says, then 
we will do it. We have not 
slowed down. There is no 
reason to slow down.”

He dismissed allegations 
o f pressure on INEC to drop 
the Mantu recall, saying, I 
am guaranteeing you there is 
nobody who is doing anyt­
hing to stop us whether it is 
Mantu or an  " 
dome 
thfe &

inybody. We are 
job according to
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Hoodlums disarm police patrol team in Rivers
A gang o f  suspected 

hoodlums numbering 
about 30 attacked a 
I joint police army patrol team 
in Abua/Odua local govern­

m ent are o f  R ivers state 
injuring many of them.

From Ikenna Emeka Okpani.
Bureau Chief, Port Harcourt

The hoodlums seized one 
police berate pistol, two FNC 
rifles and 40 rounds o f  ammu­
n ition  from  the secu rity

Benue police 
fight bank robbery

The Benue state police 
com m and yesterday 
redoubled efforts to 
check the rising cases o f  
bank robbery in tHc state as 

: it’s new commissioner, Mr. 
Ibezim ako A ghanua, 
acknowledged that the trend 
was becoming worrisome.

Briefing newsmen, Mr. 
Ibezinmako Aghanua, decried 
the spate and vowed to use 
the resources under him to 
stamp out the culprits.

His determination came at 
the heels o f  complaints by 
executives o f  the various 
banks operating in the state 
that the business atmosphere 
was no m ore conducive  
following the rising cases o f 
bank robbery  and 
assassinations.

The Makurdi area man­
ager, United Bank for Africa 
(UBA), Alhaji Danjuma Sali- 

! hu, who spoke for the exec­
utives o f the various banks 

| at last w eek’s get together

Murder suspect 
arrested in action
Soldiers on patrol at the 

weekend arrested a man 
near the Shell manifold, 
Rukpokwu town in Etche 
local governm ent area o f 

Rivers state after he and three 
others were caught hacking 
a boy to death.

The so ld iers who are 
charged with pipeline patrol 
in the area were said to have 
ran into a group o f  four 
persons hacking their victim 
to death.

The soldiers, the police in 
Port Harcourt said, “accosted 
the criminals attacking the 
victim and on arrival at the 
scene o f  the incident obse­
rved that they had already 
killed their victim.

The suspects took to 
the ir heels and only  one 
Nwenendu Nnachenchelem 
o f  R ukpokw u tow n was

arrested.
Meanwhile, the corpse of 

the deceased  has been 
deposited  at the hospital 
pending an autopsy.

Police public relations 
officer, DSP Ireju Barasua 
said the suspect arrested was 
being interrogated and was 
help ing  the p o lice  w ith 
information about the others 
and the motive for the murder.

M eanw hile, the police 
have also announced that 10 
suspects have been arrested 
in connec tion  w ith  the 
m urder o f  one M iutughia 
Ebenezer of Ogbokuma town, 
Otapha district in Abua/Odua 
local government o f  Rivers 
state. The suspects w ere 
arrested at Tombia town in 
B ayelsa state w here they 
were said to be taking refuge 
after the murder.

From Lawal Ibrahim,
Katsina

Katsina police arrest 8 
trans-border motorcycle thieves

The police in Katsina 
have su ccessfu lly  
tracked eight persons 
who specialise in stealing 
m o torcycles across the 

Nigeria/Niger boarder. Five 
m o torcycles have been 
recovered from the suspects.

The suspects  w ere 
j arrested at the border town 
! o f Jibia whitd trying to cross 
! over with the stolen motor- 
i cycles to Niger Republic.

Daily Trust gathered that, 
t ic division police officer,

; jibia, Superintendent Surajo 
SalisuMalumfashi led a crack 
team following a tip off by a 
good Samaritan which led to

the arrest o f  the suspect.
Confirming the report the 

police public relations officer, 
SP Yusuf Adamu said that as 
a result o f the development, 
su rv e illan ce  had been 
intensified along the border.

He gave the names o f the 
eight arrested  suspect as 
Rabe Mohammed alias Yar 
Shirwa, Umar Maikwai alias 
M ari K afa, B ishir M usa, 
M ansir Dayyabu, M asudu 
Ibrahim, Suleiman Ya’u, Tan- 
bnu N asiru  and A bullahi 
Labo.

forces.
The pub lic  re la tio n s 

officer o f the state police com­
mand, Mrs. Ireju Barasua, 
who confirmed the incident 
in Port Harcourt, said the 
hoodlums were armed with 
guns and other dangerous 
weapons.

The injured members of 
the team  are said  to be 
receiv ing treatm ent in an 
undisclosed hospital.

Police said that following 
the attack, they reinforced

their team at about 4.00 p.m. 
the same day and combed 
the surrounding bushes in a 
bid to arrest the hoodlums.

In an exchange o f fire, the 
police gunned down two of 
the hoodlums and recovered 
a locally made revolver pistol 
w ith  o th e r dangerous 
weapons and charms.

The police service pistol 
w ith seven rounds o f  live 
am m unitions and the two 
FNC riffles with 40 rounds of 
live ammunition were not

however recovered.
Daily Trust gathered that 

the sta te  crim inal 
investigation department, are 
working on the case.

In a related development, 
the po lice  have shot and 
killed two armed robbery 
suspects  w ho d ressed  in 
army camouflage uniform and 
robbed a staff o f the Nigeria 
B o ttling  C om pany, Port 
H arcourt o f  the sum o f 
N71,000.

The suspects who were

arrested alive were said 
have been shot on the le. 
while trying to escape

“The said armed robbc 
suspects were being taken 
their hideout in Ndebe % ilia, 
by the police in a bid to art 
others but while taking tin 
to hospital for treatmen-. th. 
bled to death,” a staten k 
from the police said.

Investigations into tl 
matter still ongoing ir Pi 
Harcourt, police said

From His Joseph,
j Correspondent (Makurdi) j
organised by the state gove- | 
mment, cried out that busi- | 
ness in the metropolis was 
being crippled by robbery j 
incidents whose perpetrators I 
are never arrested in most 
cases.

The new commissioner j 
solicited the support o f the i 
banks to fight crime as he ch­
allenged them to be watc- j 
hdogs themselves as well as j 
be ready to supply the police 
with tips about the criminals.

“I have already marsh- j 
ailed out plans to deal a blow 
to the crim inals and force | 
them into taking to legitimate 
b u s in e sse s ,” added  Mr. | 
Aghanua, who disclosed that 
he was going to dialogue with 
all stakeh-olders including 
traditional and civil society | 
leaders to  find  possib le  ! 
solutions to the problem.

'te Honda car abandoned along with five  guns at Kukawa street, o ff Gimhia street, Garki - Abuja by armed robbers that 
stormed the quarters o f  a Justice o f  the Supreme Court. They were chased away by vigilant police and soldiers ...recently.

Pix: Shehu Abubakar

Abductions: Clerics 
resort to prayers

POLICE EMERGENCY PHONE LINES
Route/coverage area
Apo (Gudu) Legislative 
Mechanic Village

'lT 'T  Torried by increasing 
\ / \ /  cases of abduction 

» » and k illin g  o f  
innocent people in recent 
times in Gombe metropolis, 
religious leaders and traditi­
onal rulers have turned to 
prayers as a means to end the 
ugly situation.

Our correspondent rep­
o rts that m osf Im am s at 
various times on the Eid-el- 
K abir day and on Friday, 
focused their sermons on the 
unfortunate cases o f abduc­
tion and the occasional killing 
o f members o f the public for 
reasons yet to be ascertained.

The Chief Imam o f the 
Bolari Izala mosque, Ustaz 
A bdulm um ini Ibrahim , 
declared in his sermon on 
Friday that “the situation is 
highly disturbing and is now 
getting out o f control.”

The Chief Imam said the 
spate  o f  abductions and 
killing o f innocent persons* 
was becoming unbearable in 
the state and therefore called

From Muhammad Abubakar,
Gombe

for prayers to stem the trend.
He called on the youths 

and the general public to 
assist security operatives to 
fight crime while challenging 
the law enforcement agents 
to fish out and penalise the 
culprits.

On his own part, the tradi­
tional ruler o f Waja, Muha­
mmad Danjuma Muhammad, 
said that the situation calls 
for prayers.

The traditional ruler advi­
sed people to be cautious 
with strangers and report any 
suspicious person to relevant 
authorities.

The Gombe state police 
pub lic  re la tio n s o ffice r 
(PPRO), Mr. Kingsley Omo- 
regie, had in a press statement 
recently, said that “recent 
reports reaching Gombe state 
police command indicate that 
people are being abducted 
probably for ritual purposes.”

Asokoro/Maitama District

Central Business District 
(Construction and Independence 
Avenues)/City Gate Giri Junction

Garki I & II

Jabi/Utako/Gwarimpa I & II/ 
Karmo/Gwagwa

Karu/Nyanya

Kubwa/Bwari/Zuba/ 
Dei-Dei Route

Roving Unit

Wuse I & II

Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (1) 

Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (2)

Telephone numbers
08065803210 
08042315582

0806 580 3206 
0804 490 7^42

08065803203
08044907939

08065803205
0804490794

0806 580 320" 
0804 490 7943

08065803208 
0804491 1520

08065803209 
0804491 14%

08065803211 
0804491 1526

08065803204
08044907940

08065803201 
0804491 1523

08065803202 
0804491 1524

Other Hot Lines 
Compol/DC OPS Numbers
FCT Police Commissioner’s Director Line 09-234147( •
Office of FCT Police Commissioner 09-234180<1
FCT Deputy Police Commissioner (operation) 09-234181 
Co-ordinator MOPOL Visiting Units 0802301 9123

0805 591 770(i
Others

0803 200 3913,09 -  2341199,09 -  2341198,09 -  5238711
D aily  T ru s t  H o tlin e s

080396868S4 and 08056418945
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My Nations Cup preview!
By this time next week, the 

much-awaited African Cup 
of Nations soccer tour" x- 
\ ment would have kicked o 7  in 
i Egypt. Nigeria would alsr have 

played its first match against eter- 
j nal rivals Ghana, and, depending 
on the result, we would have won a 
much-needed respite from this sea­
son of endless political debauch­
ery, gruesome assassinations, mis­
ery and poverty in the midst of 
obscene wealth and opulence. The 
thrills and excitement it is sure to 
generate would also have diverted 
attention from the president’s 
thinly-veiled seat-tight agenda, the 

j conspiracy to balkanize the nation 
if that fails against the backdrop of 
the nocturnal meetings and the 
shameless antics of politicians we 
wrongly assumed to be democrats 
but who, quite incredibly, fail to 
see the contradiction in their archaic 
and irresponsible agitations for 
power shift, rotational presidency 
hinged on base sentiments and eth­
nic chauvinism.

After all, democracy, like the re- 
i tired Colonel Dangiwa Umar re- 
| minded the citizenry apparently 
sedated by seven years of 
Obasanjo’s abuse and misrule, is 
not only hinged on the people but 
also derives from the people. Gov­
ernment like John Locke also re­
minded us not only rests on popu­
lar consent, rebellion is also per-

‘ j the mandatory twenty-three. 
The net effects of all these devel­
opments should be evident when 
Nigeria plays its first friendly, sorry 
match on Monday against Ghana. 
But let us dwell a bit on the chances 
of various squads named so far 

In my view, the champion will 
emerge from the following pool of 
nations -  Cote D’Ivoire, Senegal, 
Egypt, Cameroun and Nigeria. To 
make any sense out of my analy­
sis, I have chosen to adopt coach­
ing, teamwork and organization as 
well as talent base as indicators. On 
that score, for all the confusionsur- 
rounding the team, even Brazilians 
would be the first to acknowledge 
riches talent-wise. With the Serie- 
A attack boasting of the trio of 
Obafemi Martins, Obinna Nsofor 
and Stephen Makinwa, and com­
petition from the likes of John 
Utaka, Julius Aghahowa, Osaze 
Odemwingie and Nwankwo Kanu, 
Nigeria, collectively, should be too 
good for Africa in thi s department. 
But strikers are only as good as the 
quality of the midfielders in any 
game or competition. In that sense, 
Nigeria will be hoping on the tal­
ented Okocha to produce better 
form than he has displayed for his 
club in recent times. But if that fails, 
the burden will fall on the youthful 
and supremely talented Mikel Obi 
to come to the party and early too. 
Inevitably, they would need the ball

“It is only consistent with the sordid devel­
opments in the polity since Obasanjo saun­
tered into our lives that o f  all the major soc- 
cer-playing nations headed for the tournament 
in Egypt, Nigeria is the only nation not to have 
played a single friendly match as at this morn­
ing. Even before then, the coach, Austin  
Eguavoen inexplicably namedforty-nine play­
ers for the training camp in Portugal. As i f  that 
was not confusing enough, the sports ministry 
and the NFA also engaged in a needless power 
play, which may yet attract sanctions from  
FIFA, all at a time most other qualifiers had 
pruned down their squads to the mandatory 
twenty-three. ”

; missible when government subverts 
its basic fruits [the protection of 
life, liberty, and prosperity]. 
Against that backdrop, unless we 
Ibelieve the self-serving opinion of 
I a predictable section of the media, 
intrinsic to the notion of democ­
racy is the inalienable supremacy 
iof numbers, which clearly suggest 
that the greater majority ofNigeri- 
ans have, over the past seven 
years, been bludgeoned to the limit 
of human endurance by a cocktail 
of unpopular reforms which, on ac­
count of what we see around us 
these days, has not only deepened 
their pauperisation, but also the ex­
tent of their enslavement and ex- 
posure to the negative effects of 
international capital and resources. 
But that is hardly my topic for to­
day.

It is only consistent with the 
sordid developments in the polity 
since Obasanjo sauntered into our 
lives that of all the major soccer- 
playing nations headed forthe texr- 
namcntm Egypt, Nigeria is the only

f r i e n d ly  m a t c h  a s  a t  t h i s  m o m i n e  
Fm

winners in Kazim Ayinla Yusuf or 
Sanni Kaita to be on the top of their 
game. Still, it is at the rear where 
Nigeria, in my opinion, is most 
vulnerable.

No one doubts the talent and 
work-rate of Taye Taiwo at the left 
wing-back position, but it is 
equally obvious that he needs more 
experience to blossom in that role 
for the team. On the right, Chidi 
Odia, like Taiwo, also looks awe­
some going forward but sluggish in 
his defensive capabilities. But it is 
in central defence, where I have my 
greater fear. Doubts about his fit­
ness aside, he showed in our quali­
fiers in Kigali and Luanda and nu­
merous matches for his club that 
he is prone to one fatal error in a 
match; while in goal, Vincent 
Enyeama has nev er inspired me. 
Also, if their rowdy preparations 
and lack of training matches arc suf­
ficient yardsticks, the team would 
also score low in terms of oiganiza- 
tion and team work, while Coach 
Austin Eguaveon is not exactly on 
the same fevef wifft Roger 

I a m r a c r e  A r th u r  J o r g e  V ltenrv

are sure to receive a mugging at the 
tournament, in my opinion, they 
are far short of resources in the cre­
ative component of their midfield, 
and that would ultimately prove to 
be their Achillec heel. Still, never 
underestimate the abilities of the 
speedy Diomansy Kamara or 
Henry Camara or to a large extent, 
the temperamental El-Hadj Diof. 
It is just that their unbalanced 
midfield, added to the limited ex­
posure of their coaches who also 
happened to have included the re­
cuperating defender Habib Baye to 
their squad, I can’t see them pro­
gressing beyond the quarter-finals. 
But football can be a funny game.

Few doubt that in Samuel Etoo, 
Cameroun boasts of Africa’s pre­
eminent football talent at the mo­
ment. After all, it was not for noth­
ing that he finished in the top three 
in the running for the recent world 
Footballer of the Year. Beside 
Ososuna’s Achille Webo, they form 
one of the deadliest attacking pair 
in the entire continent, while the 
Coach Arthur Jorge is without 
doubt a shrewd manager of re­
sources. But in Raymond Kalla 
and Rigobert Song, they would 
struggle to cope with the likes of 
Obafemi Martins and Henry 
Camara on their good day. 
Cameroun is no doubt a handfiil 
for any opposition any day, but 
with the aging team they are taking 
to the tournament, they will do well 
to make the quarter-finals, not to 
talk of the semis. But that is if their 
opponents are capable of exploit­
ing their weaknesses!

As for the Egyptians, they 
would soon discover- if they have 
not already done so going by the 
results of their friendly recent 
matches - that the Nations Cup is a 
different ball game from the Afri­
can Champions league. For empha­
sis, it is not surprising that at the 
club level, the North Africans gen­
erally have done very well largely 
because their most talented play­
ers stayed at home, encouraged by 
their better economies, while those 
from the other parts of the conti­
nent trooped to Europe in search 
of greener pastures. But if they are 
counting on the successes of the 
likes ofZamalek and Al-Ahly to be 
repeated this time, then they are 
due for a rude shock. The Cairo 
International stadium would over­
fill with over-exuberant fans 
buoyed by nationalistic fervour. 
Unfortunately this time, they will 
face not average players who were 
not good enough to make the grade 
in Europe like they did at the club 
level, but the cream of African foot­
ball, some of who remain the back­
bone of their teams in Europe! Still, 
they look good for the quarter-fi- 
nals, but only just!

That narrows the field to Cote 
D’Ivoire. In Henry Michael, they 
boast of an experienced coach who 
has brought discipline and organi­
zation to the team. Talent-wise, in 
Didier Drogba, Mark Zorro, Didier 
Dindane, Yaya and Koto Toure, 
added to a certain Didier Zakora, 
they leave me short of breath to 
say the least. Add that to flawless 
preparations which included 
friendly matches against respected 
Romania in Bucharest [3-0 win] aid 
Italy in Geneva [1-1] where they 
left their foes panting at the end, 
they seem the most organised team 
V ea& T ig  TCftg> 'fr-fc

Sa ’adatu Rimi: Is this the judgement of God?

Kd just finished at the gym 
Saturday and I decided to 
a call through to a promi­
nent northern leader who was in 
Kaduna for the 40th anniversary 

of the brutal assassination (a re­
membrance) of the Premier of 
Northern Nigeria, Sir Ahmadu 
Bello, the Sardauna of Sokoto, 
which event took place in the 
Arewa House. I understand that 
the place where the Arewa House 
is located is within the vicinity of 
the office and official residence 
of the late Premier, where he was 
killed by the late Major 
Chukwuma Kaduna Nzeogwu, 
the leader of the mutineers who 
plotted and executed the January 
15,1966 insurrection.

Because of the importance of 
the occasion and its likely impli­
cations for national politics, 1 had 
wanted to quickly debriefhim on 
the proceeding of the day so that 
I could begin to interpret the event 
within the context of the on-go- 
ing scramble for the soul of the 
nation in 2007 by the two major 
regional blocs - North and South 
o f the country. But as my call 
got through and we exchanged 
pleasantries, the first question he 
asked me was: “Have you heard 
that Abubakar Rimi’s wife W'as 
murdered, assassinated this 
morning in his Kano home, while 
he was here in Kaduna for this 
event?” Immediately, my initial 
enthusiasm to receive briefings on 
the grand event in Kaduna, all for 
the late Sardauna, whom am told 
was a man of peace, gave way to 
despondency.

I was devastated. And there is 
a good reason for that. Like a 
philosopher once said “The death 
of any man diminishes me because 
I am a part of mankind...” Who 
could have done it and for what 
motive? As the questions gushed 
through my mind, the voice of 
the person who broke the news 
to me punctuated the labyrinth 
of many other posers begging for 
answers. “Is this the judgement 
they said would come on the op­
position elements?” 1 did not im­
mediately understand the import 
of his question. He said there was 
a report by someone in govern­
ment in which he (the one in gov­
ernment) was declaring that the 
judgement of God would come 
upon those opposed to the gov­
ernment.

Perhaps, the assassination of 
Sa’adatu Rimi (48), which hap­
pened on the eve of the celebra­
tion of Sardauna’s assassination 
40 years ago and which occasion 
her husband was in Kaduna to 
attend, was part of the judgement. 
If indeed it was, then it was man’s 
cruel judgem ent on Alhaji 
Abubakar Rimi, formerGovemor 
of the old Kano State, former 
Minister of Communications and 
former Chairman of the Board of 
Nigerian Printing and Minting 
Corporation, who recently re­
signed his membership of the rul­
ing Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) where he was a member 
of the Board of Trustees, to join 
in the (ray against President 
Olusegun Obasanjo’s third term

By Sufuyan Ojeifo
(ojwondemgr@yahoo.com)

Rimi, a stormy petrel of north­
ern politics, has become a thorn 
in the flesh of the establishment. 
He is uncompromising and cou-

Recently, I had cause to reach 
him for an interview and I called 
him on phone having got his 
number from a professional col­
league. I introduced myself and 
told him why I was calling him. 
We wanted to know exactly his 
next political move. He had asked 
me to call back in five minutes as 
he was trying to lock his doors 
and get out of the house. I did 
not call back until after ten min­
utes as I wanted to give him 
enough time to finish up with 
what he was doing. By the time I 
got back to him, he requested that 
I should hold on; and, I could hear 
him conversing with some people. 
By the time he was through, he 
was apologetic, saying he had 
many visitors to whom he was 
attending.

1 fired my salvo, wanting to 
know his next political gamc-plan 
and he responded in his charac­
teristic frankness: “We have left 
the PDP and we are forming our 
own party so that millions of Ni­
gerians can be provided with a 
credible platform to aspire to be 
anything that they want to be 
within the political context. The 
PDP that we laboured hard to 
form is not doing the right thing. 
It has been seized by fascist and 
undemocratic elements. Ifafter 
several years of efforts to make 
them change and they refused to 
change, the best thing to do is for 
you to part ways with them”.

He did not hold back anything; 
he did not speak tongue in the 
cheek: “Obasanjo has unilaterally 
arrogated to himself die position 
of leader of the party. But there 
is no such position in the consti­
tution. What Obasanjo agrees 
with is only what is good for him 
and not the party. He wants to 
stay beyond 2007. The party 
leadership is acquiescing to his 
plot But the difference between 
us and the party leadership is that 
we are ready to say, no. We will 
stop Obasanjo and the PDP in 
2007. Look at what is happening 
now: Dr. Iyorchia Ayu has re­
signed from the cabinet.... Oth­
ers will resign very soon. In the 
next few days and weeks, more 
desertions will take place in the 
party. So many people will not 
tolerate Obasanjo’s manipula­
tions any more.

“When we formed the PDP, 
Obasanjo was in prison for trea­
son. We spent our money to form 
the PDP. We fought the Abacha 
regime. Because I was against 
Abacha, he locked me up but God 
has locked him up permanently. 
Now, what is wrong with 
Obasanjo is that he is doing the 
wrong things that he accused his 
predecessor of doing. He wants 
third term. Even if there is a pro­
vision for third term in the con­
stitution, he cannot get it, This is 
a man who signed for one term 
and now he is denying. He got a 
second term by arm-twisting the 
party leadership and now he 
wants a third term. It is an act of 
madness to want to continue 
when there are no achievements 
on ground to justify that”.

For a man who could take on 
the powers-that-be without 
qualms, it is not impossible that

son. He has completely su itchei 
off from matters political, fror 
national issues and he is mourn 
ing his loss in silence.

In fact, 1 am beginning to see 
sense in which the assassinatio 
of Sa’adatu could be seme gn 
tesque jabbing at the heart >fRi 
to “kill” his spirit and instill fe; 
of the apocalypse into his pe- 
son. But does Rimi look as soi 
one who is easily intimid.ik 
Now, even if the assassination - 
Sa’adatu did not have an> ne\ 
with oppositional politics of h. 
husband, there is the tendenc 
and that is exactly what is ha- 
pening now, for concerned inc 
viduals to look at the other ca n 
as the first suspect. After-all, th 
is not the first time such a d:t- 
tardly act would be committed i 
a desperate bid to silence the op 
position.

Let us go back very quick 
to the days of the late milit;:- 
dictator, Abacha and consu 
the incidents of assassinati 
and attempted assassinatii 
perpetrated in a bizarre fash 
to denigrate the clan ofopp< 
tion elements and impose 
their clan a culture of silen. 
the assassination of Pa Alt 
Rewane, Alhaja Kudirat Abi> 
Bagauda Kaltho as well as 
tem pts on the lives of 
Abraham Adesanya and A . \ 
Ibru, among others, would sc 
to refresh our memory, 
ghoulish suppression of vok  . 
of dissent had pushed i>pp. 
tion underground and gi e 
to external coalition of pro- . 
mocracy groups under the um­
brella of National Democr 
Coalition (NADECO) abro:-

It is worth remembering th.it 
it was in the thick of Abact * - 
self-transmutation plot - to h>.\c 
the five political part:es th;i 
government established then to 
adopt him as their commi 
consensus presidential candi­
date - that some leaders dec i vc 
to stake their lives by stanc g 
upagainstAbacha’sdictato-•' p 
and his plot to succeed hinw l •' 
as civilian President. Rim - i-- 
a leading member of the gi p. 
which started as G-l 8 bcf. . u 
became G-34. So, if the th, >r\ 
being developed around t! 
sassination as being pol i t k 
motivated is sustainable.-. wll 
then not be difficult to h a  rJ  
the conclusion that there is a re­
turn to the Abacha infant i I. .ic - 
tics to deal fatally w ith th. op­
position.

The only way to prove Ni­
gerians that some forces ha . "tot 
taken it upon themsek . '  to 
cause a collateral dama_. to 
Rimi’s vibrant spirit of opp»si- 
tional politics by infiltrati- . his 
home and taking out his w v  tn 
cold blood is for the P" . t o  
resolve the matter quick1 ind 
get the real culprits. Bir >m 
records, it seems unlikci
anything positive will o'j nil
of the ongoing investig. >ns 
You ask the basis for my pv-ssi 
mism? Ask the families < l the 
late Attorney Genera an. Mm 
ister of Justice, Chief Bo lac. 
the late ANPPchieftain “<i\ 
ers State, Dr. Harry Marst and 
the late National Vice Cha nai 
o f the PDP (South-South ne' 
Chief Aminasori Kala DWibo. 
among others. Their kiJK ■ - jn  

a.'Vx'se- 'Sfi-sVa'
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Ideal gov. for Adamawa 2007
The position of Ada. aw; 

in Nigeria’s scheire 01 
happenings may not be 
readily discernible to the ordi- 
wi nary on-looker. Geographically, 

it is locted in one of the remote 
areas o f Nigeria -  about ten 
hours drive from Abuja, the 

| capital city ofNigeria and also 
Kaduna, the political capital of 
the Northern states. But when 
one considers the fact that 
there is virtually no position in 
Nigeria, be it military or civil­
ian, that has not been occupied 
by an Adamawa indigene, ex- 

j cept the presidency o f  the 
country, then the importance 
of Adamawa comes to the fore.

A state that has produced 
tested war Generals like late 
General G.S. Jallo, who rose to 
be one of Nigeria’s respected 
Army Chiefs, two Chiefs of Air 

| Staff- AVM A.D. Bello and late 
Air Marshal Ibrahim Alfa; the 
first Naval Chief from the North, 
Admiral Nyako; two Inspec- 

1 tors General of Police -  late 
Adamu Suleiman and Gambo 
Jimeta; Captains of industries 
like B am anga Tukur and 
Hassan Adamu; renowned in- 

I tellectuals like Professors Iya 
; Abubakar, Jib ril Aminu, 

Samuel Aleiyedeino and Dr. 
Mahmud Tukur; technocrats 
like Ahmed Joda and Musa 
Bello, ministers, permanent 

i secretaries and heads of key 
agencies in every government 
since independence, and 
Nigeria’s only Vice-President 
from the North, is certainly a 
state in reckoning.

Unfortunately, all these po­
sitions have not translated into 
real development for the state.

| With abundant human and 
natural resources, Adamawa 

j State is still yearning for good 
! governance. Part of the prob­

lem can be found in the quality 
of those elected to run the af- 

j fairs o f the state since its cre­
ation. Except for the brief ten- 
uni of Bamanga T ukur in the ; 
1980s' most 6f  those elected at . 
thc'state leverare-lopafUpolifi-^ 
cians with powerful godfathesv

and who mostly do not have 
en r. ■ gh independence to exert 
the i ; nfluence and act to their 
full Hpaci' ies. Boni Harunahas 
a Masters aeg ee, had some ex­
perience of state administration 
as Special Assistant in Taraba, 
but is a hostage of some vested 
interests since coming to of­
fice and that is why he is not 
delivering to full capacity.

The coming 2007 election is 
yet another opportunity for 
Adamawa State to chart a new 
course by breaking from the 
tradition o f electing those who 
can be constrained by power­
ful local interests. There is 
need to scout for an experi­
enced and exposed technocrat, 
preferably from outside the 
state service, to pilot the affairs 
o f  the state for a positive 
change.

The next governor o f

Adamawa State must be an in­
digene o f  A dam aw a State 
w hose horizon is beyond 
Adamawa. He or she must be 
o f proven integrity, highly ex­
posed, well experienced, aware 
of national developments and 
global trends. And if the objec­
tive o f having someone with 
these qualities but also unen­
cumbered by local influences 
is to be achieved, then the 
search ligh t for the next 
Adamawa State governor must 
be outside those hobnobbing 
currently as potential gover­
nors in Adamawa State. Be­
cause all those names being 
touted now will most likely re­
peat the same avoidable mis­
takes of trying to satisfy vested 
interests by awarding con­
tracts and patronage at the ex­
pense of real development of 
the state. With them, it will still

be business as usual.
To avoid the pitfalls of the 

past, the next governor o f 
Adamawa State should be 
someone who was never ex­
posed to the corrosive influ­
ence of the local terrain either 
as a politician in the past or has 
served in any capacity in the 
state in the past. This will give 
the state an opportunity to 
start on a clean slate and the 
person chosen be given free 
hands to do away with clogs 
in the wheel of progress. Such 
Adamawese abound in the 
federal and international pub­
lic services. They are well edu­
cated, highly motivated and 
reasonably talented to fit into 
any given assignment. The 
Adamawa vision for the 21st 
century must clearly be differ­
ent from that o f the past which 
has retarded the s ta te ’s

progress. If we are to achieve 
our goal of putting this beloved 
state on the road to admirable 
stability and considerable 
prosperity, then we must un­
derstand the fundamental dif­
ferences between our concept 
o f government and the others.

While there is for a govern­
ment of pessimism, limits and 
despair, ours is for a govern­
ment of hope, confidence and 
limitless opportunities; they 
live by promises -  the bigger 
the better, we are advocating 
for som eone w ith proven 
records of achievements in the 
services ofNigeria and human­
ity; they deny our differences, 
our next governor is going to 
bridge them; they pride them­
selves in being the epitome of 
privileges, we want our next 
governor to be the mirror im­
age of the future. If the differ­

ence is clear, then indeed th<. 
choice is clear!

The problem confronting 
Adamawa State and people ari 
likely monumental and tht 
choice that faces the people is 
also very fundamental. It is a 
matter o f wrong choices hav 
ing life changing conse 
quences. Principles and val 
ues in politics should not bt 
compromised, but strategies 
and tactics must be flexible 
enough to m ake progress 
possible, especially under thi 
difficult political conditions 
Adamawa State faces. The 
next campaign will centre or 
government policies which 
would build community, ex­
pand opportunity, demand re 
sponsibility and reward enter­
prise.

A bba M ahm ood
abbamood@yahoo.com

The crisis of succession at NIPOST
Nigerians are known to 

be good mourners of 
the dead. B ut the 
opposite appears to be the 
case at Nigeria Postal Service 

(NIPOST), otherwise how 
cou ld  one ex p la in  the 
struggle by some top man­
agers of the organisation to 
take over the job o f  the late 
Postmaster-General, Malam 
A bubakar Musa Argungu, 
barely few days after his in­
ternment. Worst o f  all, those 
involved are least qualified.

Watchers o f  the postal in­
dustry, including my humble 
self, have been follow ing 
with concern, this crisis o f 
succession at NIPOST. This 
is becaifse if  the struggle 
continues unabated, the ul­
timate casualty will be the 
organisation which my late 
friend, A rgungu, ‘p icked ’ 
from near dead and nurtured 
to become one o f the insti­
tutions .of prLdei.tOc.our great 
nation, today., o . i, < < * 

Before 1 proceed further,ri 
and. i o r ' i h a i  purpose' o f unn

derstand ing  this m essage 
clearly, I am a former staff of 
the defunct Post and Tele­
communications Department, 
a form er Com m unications 
Correspondent o f  two na­
tional new spapers -  The 
M ail and The Punch. All the 
top m anagers o f  N IPO ST 
from  inception, including 
those who have left, are per­
sonally known to me. My 
position here therefore, is 
driven by objectivity.

S ince the beg inn ing  o f  
January 2006,1 have read from 
a number of national dailies, 
stories with deliberate lies and 
bias by certain contenders to 
the Postmaster General posi­
tion at NIPOST. Some o f the 
publications include those 
made in The Punch o f  2/1/ 
2006, Daily Trust o f4/1/2006, 
Daily Sun o f  4/1/2006 and 
Weekly Trust o f  11112006.

In the storv, as contained in 
the Weekly pTtffof,7/l/2006,

. one  .nam e, uNiick Rzenwa.i 
Okafor, asod as arctirediSe- 

jnior.)As.srsta)ntJ P® slm asteb

General (SAPMG) of NIPOST, 
was said to be urging the Fed­
eral Government to appoint a 
particu la r o ffic ia l o f  the 
organisation to the position of 
PMG. My concern here is not 
the request o f this so-called 
Okafor, my quarrel is that no 
such name, with the rank of 
SAPM G, ever ex isted  at 
NIPOST. One thing the spon­
sors o f  these publications 
have not realized is the futility 
o f their efforts in this regard.

There is a precedent which 
the governm ent o f  C h ie f 
Olusegun Obasanjo normally 
follows in matters o f succes­
sion in the federal parastatals, 
agencies and departments. 
This explains why Mr. Tafa 
Balogun, from South-West 
geopolitical zone, replaced 
Mr. Smith from the same geo­
political zone as the Inspec­
tor-General o f Police. To ef­
fect this, government had to 
compulsorily retire several 
senior officers to Balogun. 
The sam e preceded wa& M-'> 
low ed wfoeri/ M’r. ^Sunday

Ehindero from the same geo­
political zone took over from 
Tafa Balogun.

Again, at the Immigration 
Department, when the then 
Comptroller-General, Mrs. 
Uzoamaka Nwizu died in of­
fice, the Federal Government 
rep laced  her w ith Mr. 
Chukwura Udeh, Nwizu and 
Udeh are from the same geo­
political zone of South-East. 
There are many instances as 
these. I believe that the same 
precedent will apply in the 
case o f  N IPO ST. C h ie f  
Olusegun Obasanjo is not the 
kind o f person easily influ­
enced or misled with spon­
sored publications.

Besides, I am sure if  me­
ticulous investigations are 
carried out on the contend­
ing managers o f  NIPOST for 
the PMG position, it will be 
d iscovered  that som e o f  
them are hunted by adverse 
records. One o f them who 
wds «n Ai*ea Postal Manager 
(APM;) Wasirfl995'berftowd 
frcirm office following hfe al­

leged involvement in print­
ing and circulation o f  fake 
postal orders.

I remember in 1995, on the 
date o f his departure from of­
fice , this particu lar APM 
th en , w as cau g h t red- 
handed making away with 
NIPOST property. I also re­
member that this case was 
widely publicized by both 
Nigerian Television Author­
ity (NTA) and other media. I 
remember also in 1993/94. 
this same official was ac­
cused o f  being the master­
m ind o f  the fire incident 
w hich gutted  the General 
Post Office (GPO) building at 
Marina, Lagos. It was alleged 
then that the GPO fire inci­
dent was to cover-up scan­
dalous deals on fake postal 
orders by some NIPOST of­
ficials. Surprisingly, the ‘Ni­
gerian Factor’ has kept on 
protecting these officials.

Mr. Chibuike Igbokwe, 
Public Relations Manager, 
UsJieco N igeria (Limited, 
Dei-dei, Abuja. '
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N EPZ A

ADVERTORIAL
NIGERIA EXPORT PROCESSING ZONES AUTHORITY

RELOCATES N EPZA

On behalf of the Hon. Minister of Commerce, Ambassador A. D. Idris 
Waziri, the entire Board of Director of Nigeria Export Processing Zones 
Authority, the Management and staff, we wish to inform the general public 
that as a result of Mr. President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria Chief Olusegun Obasanjo's 
(GCFR) foresight and initiative on the Economic Reform Agenda and his 
desire for prudence and maximum utilization of public funds, we have moved 
from a rented office occupied for the last 10 years to a Permanent Office at No 
2 Zambezi Crescent, Cadastral Zone A6, behind Merit House, Off Aguivi 
Ironsi Street, Maitama Abuja constructed with locally high-tech 
prefabricated materials.

The movement will provide a more convenient and conclusive environment 
for our business and improve efficiency with customer service delivery in

For further i nformation, please contact
Nigeria Export Processing Zones Authority (NEPZA) No 2 Zambezi 
Crescent, Cadastral ZoneA6, behind Merit House. OfFAguiyi Ironsi Street. 
MaitamaAbujaP.M.B. 037, Garki Abuja.

Tel: 09 -

Fax:

4131584
4131585
4131586 
4131550

Nigeria Export Processing Zones Authority (NEPZA)...Hallmark for 
Export Manufacturing and Commerce

E P Z A

SIGNED MANAGE

i i

E-mail: md@nepza.org, website: http//www.nepza,org

mailto:md@nepza.org


INNA L IL L A H IW A  INNA ILAIHIR R A A J I’UN
In the Alm ighty God the Beneficent the Merciful: “God's Truth makes all things clear, and he 

will guard i t  But his signs are not for those who mock who fail to see the majesty, beauty, order, 

and harmony blazoned in his creation, and his goodness to all his creatures, in the heavens 

and on earth? With him are the sources o f all things, and he doth freely give w ill remain when all 

else passes away”.Surah A! H ijr (The Chapter o f Rocky Tract). (C119-XV1.25).

It is exactly ten years today since you 
answered the call o f the Alm ighty god. Gaji, 
you were exceptionally upright and an 
obedient son, a cherished brother, and 
akfmirable friend and a marvelous and 
triumphant businessman. You were honest, 
intelligent and very helpful. The precious, 
priceless and momentous years you spent 
in this world were blessed with sweet 
memories and wonderful experience.

Your moral efforts and good intentions are 
never in vain because your superlative 
public relations and diplomatic links made 
you a hero. Through your hospitality and 
enthusiasm to embrace people, your close 
friends and associates are presently very 
prominent people. They include Governors,
M in is te rs , A m bassado rs , S ena to rs ,
Members o f the House o f Representatives 
and successful Businessmen, your friends 
are surely your examplary Ambassadors.
We thank God for your life because your 
good name s till remains in the heart o f 
millions. We truly miss your love, guidance 
and liveliness.

We sha ll also continue to be com forted by the memory o f you r legacy and consoled by the

fact that you are resting happily in Aljanna Fiddausi as God has prom ised a ll Shaheed.

May God A lm igh ty continue to grant you eternal peace and elevate you higher in Aljannah  

Fiddausi along with you r friends that los t the ir lives with you

Signed: 
E  H. Dr. (Mrs.) Maryam Sani Abacha

Late A lhaji Ibrahim  Sani Abacha  
Am eenan Shaheedan

(1966-1996)
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Understanding China’s diplomacy in Africa
r T l  he C hinese foreien  . whe C hinese foreign 

minister, Mr. Li Zhao- 
xing arrived Nigeria 

yesterday for a two day work­
ing visit as part o f his 9-day 
Africa tour which has seen 
him visit Cape Verde, Senegal, 
Mali, Liberia and would move 
on to Libya after Nigeria. For 
Nigeria, this is coming after 
the historic deal in which 
Chinese state oil Company, 
China National Offshore Oil 
C om pany (C N O O C ) last 
Monday acquired 45 percent 
shares o f  South A tlan tic  
Petroleum in Akpo Oil Field, 
located in oil prospecting 
licence (O PL) 246. The 
Chinese secured the strategic 
oil asset, after an Indian Oil 
and Gas Conglomerate, Oil 
and Natural Gas Corporation 
(ONGS) was stopped by its 
government from acquisition 
after it has successfully bided 
for it, for what the Indian 
government’s said “wasn’t a 
commercial opportunity worth 
pursing.”

The ch ina’s giant state 
corporation would be paying 
a whopping N2.3 billion in 
cash for the acquisition and 
the oil field itself is said to 
hold an estimated 1.6 billion 
barrels o f oil reserves.

Since 2003, the Peoples 
Republic o f China has disp­
laced Japan as the w orld 
second largest guzzler o f oil, 
after United States o f Ame­
rica; and projections are that 
if China maintains current lead 
in exponen tia l econom ic 
grow th, the fastest in the 
world, it could overtake the 
US in oil demand in the next 
20 years or so. And oil is just 
one am ong other com m o­
dities like steel that China 
needs desperately to feed its 
bourgeoning industry. The 
country already nick-named 
the “workshop o f the world” 
is more or less at the root o f 
handjome oil and other com­
modity prices that have been 
stable in more than a year. In 
the nearest future, Chinese 
appetite for the commodities 
would mean that prices would 
remain reasonably well and 
stable. The crucial fact is that 
Beijing seem to hold the ace

«
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Senior Reporter, (Foreign 

Desk)
in world commodity prices 
and by extension global eco­
nomic stability, shifting dram­
atically  from W ashington, 
Tokyo or Brussels. This clout 
is no mean one and that is why 
China is throwing diplomatic 
weight all around.

However beyond its see­
ming desparate thirst for the 
essential commodities, China 
has traditionally felt herself 
part o f the South and the third 
world. She has consistently 
rejected rich nations overt­
ures to drag her into the mem­
bership of their Group Eight 
(G8) club, even though Beijing 
has always accepted its invi­
tation to participate in its ann­
ual gathering. But it is the So­
uth and the so-called third 
w orld that C hina sees its 
destiny tied.

In a speech at a special 
session o f the UN General 
Assembly on the 10th April 
1974, the then Chinese Vice 
Premier, Mr. Deng Xiaoping 
who later as its paramount 
leader would inspire the ref­
orms leading to the earth- 
shaking economic moderni­
zation proclaim ed “China 
belongs to the third world.” 
Declaring that “China is not a 
superpower, nor will she ever 
seek to be one,” Mr. Deng 
Xiaoping outlined that, “if one 
day China should change her 
colour and turn into a superp­
ower, if  she too should play 
the tyrant in the world, and 
everywhere subjects others to 
her bullying, aggression and 
exploitation, the people of the 
world should identify her as 
social-imperial ism, expose it, 
oppose it and work together 
with the Chinese people to 
overthrow it.”

The point being made is 
that China’s vigorous diplo­
macy especially in Africa, 
where her leaders have taken 
turns to visit beginning with 
president Hu Jianto, Prime 
Minister Wen Jinbao is not 
just in pursuit o f commodities 
and other business deals, 
though as important as they

President Olusegun Obasanjo

are, but that China’s fundam­
ental interest as a socialist 
developing country coincides 
with the critical demand o f a 
new world architecture in 
which multi polarism, multilat­
eralism, respect for sovereign 
rights o f all nations and instit­
utionalized dialogue are the 
norms o f international relat­
ions.

In pursuit o f this convic­
tion, China’s foreign ministry 
has instituted consultative 
mechanism with several cou­
ntries, including Nigeria where 
she engages in bilateral dialo­
gue on major issues. In actual 
fact, Chinese vigorous diplo­
macy in Africa may have cha­
nged its contents from the 
past, but its style o f mutual 
consultations and respect is 
largely the same. In the past, 
instead o f handing out lapt­
ops and engaging in mutual 
explorations o f joint venture 
investments, Chinese leaders 
would have been handing out 
chairm an M ao’s little  red 
books, and sorting out local 
insurgent forces to support

While Nigeria presents a worthy economic 
prize for Chinese diplomacy in Africa, the other 
countries, where Mr. Li Zhaoxing called at,

t

has very little on offer, except perhaps, Libya. 
China has traditional friendship with Cape 
Verde, where she supported the militant party 
o f  Independence fo r  Guinea and Cape Verde 
(PALGC) led by the intelligent and charismatic 
revolutionary, Amilcar Cabral, who fought 
tenaciously, the Portuguese colonialism. ”

and prop up. Prior to the Afr­
ican nine day visit o f the Chi­
nese foreign minister, Mr. Li 
Zhaoxing, the foreign ministry 
spokesman, Mr. Kong Quan 
said that the visit would upgr­
ade economic and political 
ties with Nigeria where the 
minister would be expected to 
sign a memorandum of under­
standing (MOU) on China- 
Nigeria strategic partnership 
and an economic and techn­
ical agreement. This would 
conform to a number o f exis­
ting cooperation agreement, 
w hich brought reasonable 
number o f Chinese business 
investing in Nigeria. Currently 
a Chinese Telecom giant ZTE 
has opened assembly line in 
Abuja while another for the 
assembly of refrigerators have 
debuted at the Calabar Econo­
mic Special zone. However, 
the Chinese firms have comp­
laints about avalanche o f iss­
ues that they see as making it 
difficult to invest in Nigeria. 
A Chinese business executive 
based in Abuja who pledged 
anonymity, told Daily Trust 
that m ultip le taxation, by 
various governm ent agen­
cies, demands for bribes still 
makes the Nigeria business 
environm ent very opaque, 
not to talk o f security which 
is still a nightmare, he said. 
“C hinese investors w ould 
have flooded here but we are 
telling them o f our experience, 
and those o f  them without 
guts are-staying and some few 
brave ones are daring to come 
here,” he added. While Nige­
ria presents a worthy econo­
mic prize for Chinese diplom­
acy in Africa, the other count­
ries, where Mr. Li Zhaoxing 
called at, has very little on 
offer, exciept perhapfs, Libya. 
Clyna h^s traditional friends­
hip with Cape Verde, where

President Hu Jianto

she supported the m ilitant 
party of Independence forGu- 
inea and Cape Verde (PAIGC) 
led by the in telligent and 
charism atic revolutionary, 
Amilcar Cabral, who fought 
tenaciously, the Portuguese 
colonialism. Liberia would 
most likely present a request 
list to the Chinese visitor and 
in return would promise never 
to gamble with diplomatic 
recognition with the rebel­
lious Taiwan province again. 
Liberia is just pulling out from 
nearly two decades conflict, 
which has left all her infrastru­
ctures totally broken. Its first 
African elected woman leader, 
Mrs. Johnson Sir-leaf would 
have tested her diplomatic 
skills with the giant extra- 
African power. Former Presi­
dent Charles Taylor succu­
mbed to Taiwan’s money dipl­
omacy and Switched recog­
nition from Beijing to Taipei. 
The interim administration of 
Mr. Byrant saw the folly and 
retraced the step o f the oldest 
state in West Africa and re­
established relations with Bei­
jing. The stop-over in Monr­
ovia by the Chinese foreign 
minister, would ensure that 
the im poverished  L iberia  
does not step Out of line again, 
and in return, Madam Sir-leaf 
w ould have surely  carted 
away some goodies, from the 
Chinese overflowing diplom­
atic basket. Senegal, traditio­
nal France backyard would 
see China’s embrace as the 
necessary diversification it 
badly needed, at a time, when 
France is passionately enam­
oured in her European vision 
o f a single entity to counter 
balance its traditional rival, 
United States o f  America. 
Mali, which snubbed the Fra- 
nch protected community in 
1^58 W ith  its theh fiery  
socialist leader, M oddibo

tsKeita would be happy tli 
estranged relation with 
nee since then would be 
en by the Chinese. For 1 
China is a long term all 
co lonel G h ad d af v\ 
solicit that China takes 
active role in providing a 
wark against the ramp. 
West. The C hinese w 
listen very attentively, bi 
only act in conformity to 
status as respectable sj 
p layer, th a t w ould 
abruptly dislodge well- 
traditional pillars o f  l 
diplomacy.

The Peoples Repub 
china formerly nick name, 
reclusive “Middle King 
exploded on the world > 
in the mid-1980s follow i 
economic reforms and m. 
nization drive. Thw toll 
the stability o f China'^ 
nal political process, alt. he 
end of the chaotic culture ev­
olution in 1976, with the 'VS- 
nfall o f the “gang o f t 
who spearheaded it undt 
ambivalent tacit suppt 
chairman Mao-zedong 

The em ergence o 
former Vice-Premier. Den l Xia­
oping at the core o f post Mao 
leadership sparked off a icw 
thinking, which culmina 
the decision of the 3r pic 
session o f the 11th comm ui 
party o f China; central a  - 
ittee in December 1978 
notion that class struggle a as 
the “key link” or pnman, >al 
was abandoned. The p; ■ s 
focus was shifted to “Six. 
modernization” or indu 
lizing China and impu 
technology, while retai 
the primacy o f the state 

The session conch 
that reform must be a t 
am ental na tio n a l pol 
insisting that China fi 
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Africa

►
China unveils new ‘win-v V  T  

partnership with Africa
h rn a H p n  th p i r  r n n n p r

China unveiled plans to 
boost its ties with Afr­
ica, outlining a new 
relationship with the conti­
nent based on a “win-win” co­

ncept o f economic and mili­
tary cooperation.

“China plans to establish 
and develop a ‘new type of 
strategic partnership  with 
A fric a ’ ch a rac te rized  by 
equality and mutual trust on 
the political front, cooper­
ation conducted on’the basis 
o f “win-win” economics with 
re inforced  cu ltu ral exch ­
anges,” according to a docu­
ment released in the Malian 
capital, Bamako, at the end of 
a visit by Foreign Minister Li 
Zhaoxing.

China already has a strong 
presence in Africa and its 
investments there are being 
boosted by a recognition of 
the continent as a source of 
raw materials such as oil, as 
well as an important market for 
Chinese goods.

C h in a ’s in ten tion , the 
document said, is to “ensure 
reciprocal advantages with a 
view to shared development” 
through economic, com m ­
ercial, m ilitary and social 
cooperation.

Beijing plans to open up 
the Chinese market to African 
merchandise, reducing tariffs 
on some goods from Africa’s 
least developed countries to 
zero and says it will work to 
boost bilateral trade on an 
equal basis.

Sino-African cooperation 
will also focus on “develop­
ing land, agricultural output, 
animal husbandry, and food

security.”
Health and tourism are 

covered in the plan, while 
Beijing also intends to boost 
its cooperation with regard to 
military technology and “will 
con tinue  to help  A frican  
countries train their military 
personnel” .

The Chinese government 
is also encouraging “Chinese 
businesses to invest and set 
up in Africa and will continue 
to give them loans at prefere­
ntial rates,” the docum ent 
added.

It explained that China 
regards Africa as “a powerful 
force for bringing peace and 
d evelopm en t across the 
world” and that China plans 
to work with bodies such as 
the African Union and the 
U n ited  N ations so as to 
promote “a new international 
political and social order” for 
the sake o f security.

In this regard, Beijing 
wants to help Africa contr­
ibute to international efforts 
to fight terrorism, reduce the 
smuggling o f light arms and 
to “strengthen international 
judicial cooperation.”

The docum ent stressed 
that all this was contingent on 
African countries’ refraining 
from  develop ing  o ffic ia l 
relations with Taiwan.

Before leaving Mali for 
Liberia and the presidential 
inauguration o f Ellen John­
son Sirleaf, Li Zhaoxing spoke 
about the new partnership.

“China and M ali, both 
developing countries, are 
urged to support each other, 
step up their exchanges and

broaden their cooperation.” 
In a statement, the Malian 

foreign ministry reaffirmed 
“the commitment o f the two 
sides to step up their coope­
ration.”

Malian Foreign Minister 
M octar O uane to ld  AFP: 
“This visit marks a surge in 
cooperation between our two 
countries in a num ber o f  
areas. It’s a good example of 
South-South cooperation.” 

During his visit, Li anno­
unced a grant-in-aid o f about 
two billion CFA francs (three 
m illion euros, 3.6 m illion 
dollars) to Mali.

he U nited States is 
throw ing its geopo­
litical might into brea­

king the Eritrea-Ethiopia bor­
der deadlock but analysts 
say its only hope is to persu­
ade A ddis A baba to fully 
accept the deal that ended a 
murderous war between the 
Horn o f Africa neighbors.

Washington is sending a 
delegation to the region this 
week to try to end a years- 
long stalemate between the 
countries, so divided over the 
enactment of a legally binding 
m apping o f  their common 
border that some fear a new 
war could start.

Diplomacy in the sense of 
brokering a deal will not cut 
tensions, analysts say, beca­
use Eritrea insists the border 
is a clear-cut matter o f  law 
where compromise has no 
place.

Where the United States

ECOW AS scribe, Dr. Ibn Chambas

ECOWAS secretariat becomes commission
A statement from the 

ECOWAS secretariat 
m ade av a ilab le  to 
Daily Trust indicates that 31 
year old secretariat has been 

turned into a commission.
The 29th ordinary Summit 

of Heads o f State and Govern­
ment of ECOWAS held on 12th 

' January 2005 in Niamey has 
approved the transformation 
of the ECOWAS Executive 
Secretariat into a Com m i­
ssion. The Commission, wh­
ich w ill enable ECOWAS 
focus better on the discharge 
of its core function, will be 
headed by a President assi­
sted by a Deputy and seven 
other commissioners.

The summit emphasized 
the importance o f  ensuring 
that the Commission has a 
structure that will be efficient 
and effective in achieving the 
objectives o f  ECOWAS. The 
summit also called for meas­
ures that will ensure that ECO­
WAS programmes are adequ­
ately funded by making suffi­
cient provision for the finan­
cing  o f  program m es and 
controlling the levels o f admi­
n is t r a t iv e  f tx n e n f i i tn re

OWAS Project Development 
and Im plem entation  U nit 
(PDIU) which will accelerate 
the realization o f the crucial 
regional infrastructural proj­
ects in sectors such as ene­
rgy, telecommunications and 
transport.

The one-day summit also 
endorsed other recommend­
ations from the preceding me­
eting o f  the ECOWAS Coun­
cil o f  M inisters including 
those for the harmonization of 
telecommunications services 
that will culminate in a region- 
wide GSM roaming facility 
with the use o f  a single SIM 
card. In this regard, the sum­
mit approved the use o f the 
Special Fund for Telecommu­
nications to plug identified 
gaps ia existing inter-state 
links that will facilitate the 
cross-border telecommunica­
tions connectivity.

On the W est A frican  
Power Pool (WAPP) progra­
mme, a project to improve acc­
ess by Member States to ele­
ctric energy through the inter­
connections o f their electric 
grids, the summit approved its 
management, structure-. The 
imar^g&nierjt ft tll eias^e the 
/implernpn/atipn^t,' identified

(K.ite’r a  IB iBfr) .ill "J :d !jl j i

projects under the pool for 
which the World Bank has 
already approved a funding 
o f450 million US dollars.

Heads o f State and Gover­
nment also endorsed an acti­
on plan for the implemen­
tation o f the ECOWAS Regi­
onal Agriculture Policy (EC- 
OWAP) which was approved 
at the last summit held in 
Accra. ECO WAP is intended 
to enable the sub-region imp­
rove agricultural productivity 
so as to attain food-sufficie- 
ncy, standardize agricultural 
produce, improve the dissem­
ination o f agricultural inform­
ation, enhance the health o f 
West African citizens as well 
as the international competiti­
veness o f farmers in the sub- 
region.

In addition, they appro­
ved that the Secretariat sign 
a Memorandum of Understa­
nding w ith private sector 
promoters for the establish­
ment o f a regional airline that 
will help eliminate the existing 
difficulties associated with 
intra-community air travel.

The summit reviewed the 
security situation in the sub- 

! region anS expressed satjsfa- 
■ ctiin  •wteh'’ Fh'e1 JW gre^s iVe 
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particularly with the historic 
elections in Liberia which 
produced Africa’s first elected 
female President as well as the 
election in Guinea Bissau.

On Cote d ’Ivoire, they 
expressed satisfaction with 
the em ergence o f  the new 
Prime Minister acceptable to 
all the parties as well as the 
formation o f a government of 
national unity and urged the 
parties to continue to coope­
rate with the Prime Minister 
to ensure successful disarma­
m ent and the conduct o f  
elections in October 2006.

Also in Togo, they pled­
ged to support the internal 
dialogue of the parties as well 
as the dialogue with the Eur­
opean Union.

They pledged their deter­
mination to remain engaged 
in Member States coming out 
o f crisis and to work with the 
international community to 
address the post-conflict cha­
llenges, particularly in Guinea 
Bissau and Liberia both o f 
which needed substantial inf­
usion of resources for recons­
truction, rehabilitation as well 

.as the im plem entation  o f  
programroe^that wilt ensured 
sustainable development and
employments / /  \  " J . { t ,  V

US leverage with Ethiopia 
key to Eritrea border row

may have been reluctant to 
push Ethiopian Prime Mini­
ster Meles Zenawi too hard 
before, raised fears o f  war in 
the Horn and the prospect 
that the UN peacekeeping mi­
ssion could fail has prompted 
action.

“Clearly the danger that is 
there has sunk in. And there 
is a perceived -  and quite cor­
rectly perceived -  need to do 
som ething about it,” Tom 
Cargill, an Africa expert with 
the London-based Chatham 
House think-tank.

W ashington’s leverage 
over Ethiopia is a promise to 
help  M eles deal w ith  a 
turbulent political situation at 
home and to persuade Euro­
pean donors to give back $375 
million in aid they withheld 
over an opposition crack­
down last year, Lyman said.

“I do think the Eritreans 
are going to hold to’this very 
stubborn line, but the Ameri­
cans can get Meles to move,” 
he said.

The US mission, headed 
by A ssistan t Secretary  o f  
State for African Affairs Jend- 
ayi Frazer, has already been 
given more o f  a welcome by 
Eritrea than the last high-level

diplomatic effort.
E r itre a ’s Inform ati 

Ministry in an editorial on 
Web site on Wednesday s. 
Eritrea would welcome “init 
tiv es  tha t are focused 
bringing about an appropn 
resolution to the fundamen' 
issue.”

But the editorial said ( r 
rea would not accept “oth 
‘d ip lo m atic ’ e ffo rts” th 
w ould bypass the lega 
binding decision.

“Diplomacy doesn 't 
very well alongside intern, 
onal law in the sense that \ 
can’t tinker with intematior 
law, a binding decision. be*, 
use it would undermine ev e 
other decision,” said M ar 
Pratt, research director a; 
U n iv e rsity  o f  D urhan 
In te rn a tio n a l B oundari. 
Research Unit.

That was the lesson Hr' 
rea tried to impart to UN Sp 
cial Envoy Lloyd Ax wort I 
sent in late 2003 to break t 
impasse.

By the end o f his term 
August 2005, the former Cu: 
adian foreign m inister h. 
never even met the Eritre.i 
leadership, which suspect, 
he might try to circumvent r  
border ruling.

S/Africa main 
opposition kicks 

off campaign

South Africa’s main opp­
osition party launched 
its cam paign Sunday 
for local government electi­
ons promising to fight corr­

uption and improve services 
for millions still disadvan­
taged by decades o f  apart­
heid.

The jjemocratic Alliance, 
which draws most o f its sup­
port from the tiny white min­
ority, is seeking to w oo more 
black voters for the March 1 
poll.

“We will help the poor. 
We will stop corruption. We 
will accelerate delivery,” party 
leader Tony Leon told hund­
reds o f  supporters - black and 
white - gathered in the east­
ern port city o f  Durban.

He mocked the election 
slogan o f  the governing Afri­
can National Congress: “A 
plan to make local govern­
ment work better for you.”

“Twelve years in power 
and all you can offer us is a 
p lan ?” Leon asked. “We 
don’t need a plan. We need 
houses. We need toilets. We 
need roads. We need police. 
We need electricity. We need 
jobs and opportunities.

Despite widespread supp­
ort among the black majority 
for leading the fight against 
oppressive white rule, the 
ANC risks a backlash in the­
se elections from people fed 
up with inefficient, corrupt 
local government.

There have been repeated 
violent protests in some of 
South Africa’s poorest town­
s h i p  \yhere4tnenjpleyment 
is high and many still liye in 

^h a c l^  tie|gi(E ̂ ti^'c^ns^rA.

ction o f some 1.8 million new 
homes since 1994.

The ANC, which lau: 
ched its election campaign n 
Cape Town last week, has pr - 
mised to crack down on <•-. f 
seeking party membeis ard 
improve the lot o f  the poor 

ANC executive m em kt 
Mathews Phosa lashed out 
Sunday at members who plan 
to run as independents beta 
use they were left o ff the pa 
rty’s candidate list, the South 
A frican Press A ssociation 
reported.

“To those councilors who 
have been stealing our mo­
ney, we say to them the horn 
ymoon is over. We don't want 
them on our list,” Pbosa was 
quoted as saying at a rally in 
the Johannesburg township 
o f Soweto.

The ANC won 59 per cent 
o f  the vote in the last mum 
cipal elections in2000, comp 
ared to 22 per cent for the De­
mocratic Alliance. In nation t 
elections in 2004, the ANv 
swept to an overwhelm ir j 
majority o f  just under 70 pet 
cent and is expected to win 
most local councils in Mart - 

The Zulu nationalist Ink 
atha Freedom Party also laur 
ched its election campaign n 
Durban on Sunday, with its 
leader Mangosuthu Buthele.i 
“blowing the whistle to stop 
corruption.”

Inkatha dominates local 
governrggnt in KwaZuh: 
N atal p ro v in ce , but wav 
weakened by a leadership 

* djspute that*-saw ks'n&tk*'!* 
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US, others discuss Iran nuclear programme*
r j l h e  U n i te d  P IT  th p r p  Qrp c irrn c  tVicjf R iicciq  Hq\/ CQ\/ir»rr “ oil cirtae  a p t in n  t n  taV p  o h p o rl n f  a nhe Unifed States, EU 

Russia and China r  ot 
yesterday to dis ,uss 

Iran’s nuclear prograrr, with 
W ashington and the Euro­
pean Union pushing to bring 
the Islamic state before the 
UN Security Council.

Iran’s decision to restart 
its nuclear program alarmed 
the West, which fears the reg­
ime intends to build an atomic 
bomb. Iran, which insists it 
only wants to produce electr­
icity, has threatened to end 
cooperation theJJN  nuclear 
w atchdog i f  it is brought 
before the Security Council.

On Monday, Iran’s state- 
run radio reported that the 
country has a llocated  the 
equivalent o f $215 million for 
the constru c tio n  o f  w hat 
would be its second and third 
nuclear power plants.

Iran ’s first reactor has 
been built at Bushehr with 
Russian assistance. Iran plans 
to build  20 more nuclear 
plants, and Russia has offered 
to build some o f them.

Speaking before Mond­
ay’s talks in London, British 
Foreign Secretary Jack Straw 
said the “onus is on Iran” to 
prove its program is peaceful. 
H e said  the in ternational 
community’s confidence had 
been “sorely undermined by 
a history o f concealment and 
deception” by Iran.

Britain, France and Germ­
any said last week they want 
Iran referred to the Security 
Council, declaring more than 
two years o f  tense negotiati­
ons at a “dead end.”

But they need the support 
o f Russia and China, which 
have close commercial ties 
with Iran and have resisted 
such a measure in the past. 
Straw said talks with the two 
countries_ which have veto 
power on the Security Cou­
ncil —  was o f “crucial imp­
ortance.”

M onday’s talks aim to 
bu ild  consensus on w hat 
action to take ahead o f  an 
emergency board meeting of 
the In te rn a tio n a l A tom ic 
E nergy  A gency, the UN 
nuclear watchdog, expected 
in February.

The agency has found 
Iran in violation o f an inter­
national treaty intended to 
stop the proliferation o f nuc­
lear weapons technology. But 
it has not yet voted on whe­
ther to refer Iran to the Secu­
rity Council, where it could 
face possible sanctions.

US Secretaiyr o f  State 
Condoleezza Rice said the 
vote “ought to be as soon as 
possible.”

“W e’ve got to finally  
demonstrate to Iran that it 
can’t with impunity just cast 
aside the just demands o f  the 
international community,” 
Rice said Sunday during a trip 
to Africa.

With the backing o f  
Russia and China uncertain, 
European diplomats have 
been unwilling to talk publicly 
about what sanctions could 
be imposed on Iran.

China, which is highly 
dependent on Iran for oil, has 
warned that referral to the 
Security Council would  
escalate the confrontation.

there are signs that Russia, 
which is deeply involved in 
building Iranian reactors for 
power generation, is leaning 
toward backing the move.

E conom ic sanc tions 
targeting oil and gas exports 
are thought unlikely. Iran is 
OPEC’s second-largest prod­
ucer and preventing it from 
doing business could disrupt 
the world’s energy markets.

China’s Foreign Ministry 
struck a cautious tone Mon­

day, saying “all relevant sides 
should remained restrained 
and stick to resolving the 
Iranian nuclear issue through 
negotiations.”

S traw  again  ru led  out 
military action against Iran. “I 
have ruled it out enough times 
in the past. Military action is 
not on the agenda and it is 
certainly not on the agenda 
at this meeting,” he said.

M onday’s talks aim  to 
b u ild  consensus on w hat

action to take ahead o f an 
emergency board meeting of 
the In te rn a tio n a l A tom ic 
Energy Agency, expected in 
early February.

US U ndersecretary  o f  
State N icholas Burns and 
R ussian  D eputy  F ore ign  
Minister Sergei Kislyak will 
also attend, joined by senior 
British, French and German 
diplomats.

The National Council o f 
Resistance o f Iran, an Iranian

opposition group, called a 
rally outside Britain’s Foreign 
Office to demand Tehran’s 
referral to the council.

US U ndersecretary  o f  
State N icholas Burns and 
R ussian  D eputy  F oreign  
Minister Sergei Kislyak were

attending the talks, joined by 
senior British, French and 
German diplomats. The dire­
ctor o f China’s Arms Control 
D epartm ent will represent 
B eijing , C h in a ’s Foi 
Ministry said. Straw wi 
attend.

'ign  
I not

Islamic groups vow to keep up anti-US
^ s io n  to pursue their enemies

protests

Islam ic g roups vow ed 
y este rd ay  to keep up 
their anti-American prot­
ests over a purported CIA 
airstrike that Pakistan says 

killed innocent civilians inst­
ead o f the apparent target —  
al-Qaida’s No. 2 leader.

For the second straight 
day, thousands o f Pakistanis 
poured into streets in cities 
across the country on Sunday 
chanting “Death to America” 
and dem anding US troops 
leave Afghanistan.

Protesters believe Frid­
ay’s attack —  in which miss­
iles struck a Pakistani village 
near the Afghan border —  
was the work of US forces in 
the neighboring country. The 
U nited  S tates has 20,000 
troops in Afghanistan searc­
hing for Taliban and al-Qaida, 
and Pakistan says it has not 
given the Americans permi-

> pursue 
across the border.

“There will be more ... 
bigger protests,” said Shahid 
Shamsi, spokesman for an 
alliance of Islamic groups.

“Pakistani civilians, inclu­
ding children, were killed,” he 
said. “Principles cannot be 
broken in the name of (figh­
ting) terrorism.”

Two Pakistani intelligence 
o ffic ia ls  said  Ayman al- 
Zawahri, Osama bin Laden’s 
top lieutenant, had been in­
vited to a dinner in the village 
to mark the Islamic holiday of 
Eid al-Adha but passed it up 
and sent some aides instead.

Investigators were trying 
to see if  they were among at 
least 17 people killed the att­
ack, which destroyed three 
houses in the Pashtun hamlet 
o f  Damadola, the officials 
said. They spoke on condi­
tion o f  anonymity because o f 
the sensitivity o f  the issue.

Pakistani officials have 
s tro n g ly  condem ned the

Left-leaning candidate 
surges in Peru

o f human rights abuses and

When V enezue la ’s 
p o p u lis t leader 
welcomed Bolivia’s 
socialist president-elect at a 
cerem ony in C aracas, an 

unexpected guest had a front- 
row seat: Ollanta Humala, a 
left-leaning nationalist who is 
surging in popularity in Peru’s 
presidential race.

Humala burst into the spo­
tlight when he and his brother, 
Antauro, a former army major, 
led some 70 followers in a 
short-lived military rebellion 
in October 2000, a month 
befo re  P residen t A lberto  
Fujimori’s autocratic 10-year 
regime collapsed in a corrup­
tion scandal. Humala was later 
pardoned by Congress.

He has taken on the ma­
ntle o f  the anti-establishment 
newcomer, a role that Fuji­
mori, a university dean, pla­
yed to the hilt to get elected 
in 1990. Current President 
Alejandro Toledo, a close US 
ally who is barred from run­
ning again, also ran as an out­
sider in 2001, becoming the 
country’s first elected leader 
o f  Indian descent.

Many Peruvians disench­
anted with Toledo’s weak 
leadership had hoped for a 
return o f  Fujimori and his 
tough style, which helped 
end the economic chaos o f  
the 1980s and defeat leftist 
guerrillas. But they have tur­
ned to Humala since Fujim­
ori’s November attest pi Chile, 

is fighting extradi-where he i

corruption.
In the interview, Humala 

scorned his opponents. “No­
ne o f them offers hope for a 
true change in Peru,” he said.

Hum ala said he would 
impose greater state control 
over the economy and give 
preference to Peruvian inves­
tors over foreign capital. He 
wants to boost taxes and roy­
alties on foreign mining opera­
tions and take at least a 49 
percent share for the govern­
ment in Peru’s giant Camisea 
natural gas fields, which are 
now run by a consortium o f 
foreign companies.

But Humala said he differs 
from Velasco’s dictatorship in 
that he does not believe in 
“expropriating property or 
limiting freedom o f expres­
sion.”

A key concern for Washi­
ngton is the illicit growing o f  
coca leaf, the raw material for 
cocaine.

Like Bolivian President­
elect Evo Morales, an Indian 
activist who is a coca farmer, 
Humala said he does not 
support the US-financed era­
dication o f  coca because it 
hurts poor farm families. “The­
y ’re human beings trying to 
do the best for their children,” 
he said.

He said he would battle 
drug trafficking in other ways.

Humala said he is not anti- 
American and hopes to have 
good relations with Washin-

strike, without directly blam­
ing the United States. The 
United States hasn’t confir­
med the incident but Secret­
ary of State Condoleezza Rice 
said al-Qaida can’t be treated 
“lightly.”

She praised the Pakistanis 
as “great allies” in the war ag­
ainst terrorism but said extre­
mists continue to occupy pa­
rts o f Pakistan, noting that 
two attempts have been made 
on the life o f President Gen. 
Pervez Musharraf.

A senior army official told 
The Associated Press on Su­
nday that “foreigners” were 
reported in the area around 
Damadola, which is four miles 
from the Afghan border, but 
he said there was no infor­
mation al-Zawahri was among 
them. Kofi Annan, UN scribe

Late Squadron leader Nalaku Elishua Daudu

Late Squadron leader Nalaku Elishua Daudu 
Captain of the ill-fated HS125 

Presidential Jet that crashed near Kano Airport 
On January 17“, 1996.

We lost a friend and confidant who departed this sinful world on the 17* January, 1996. He was a shmini: 
example for all his friends he left behind. We remember vow kindness, love, warmth, honesty and disc ptmr

which distinguished you.

Fondly remembered today and always by:

SIGNED:
Daniel D. Dfbal & Family.
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Just HJke Yesterday, 
it is forty years 

since your demise, 
leaving behind giant foot prints.

Your Quintessential life of honesty, truth and courage 
are etched permanently in our collective memories
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B usiness Trust
Benue seeksB r ie f s

Policy on solid 
minerals for 
FEC soon

'ATI cation SHOE I
/ V

By A n a s  A. G a la d im a ,
B usiness R eporter

The m inister o f  solid 
minerals development, 
Dr. Oby Ezekwesili said 
over the weekend that the 
ministry would soon present 

a  com prehensive national 
p o licy  on so lid  m inera ls  
development to the Federal 11 
E xecu tive  C ouncil for 
endorsement.

The minister spoke at a 
two-day retereat organized i 
by the ministry for its staff 
across the country where she] 
said the new policy would 
p rov ide  the n ecessary  
p la tfo rm  on w hich  so lid  
m inerals exp lo ration  and 
exploitation would be done I 
across the country.

She said that the policy 
became necessary as a  way j 
o f  en su rin g  tha t the 
economic potentials o f  the 
n a tio n ’s so lid  m ineral 
resources are dully exploited j 
as a way o f diversifying the 
c o u n try ’s revenue base, 
pointing out that unless tha t; 
is done, the country would 
not realize its full potentials 
in the sector.

The minister said that the 
ministry in December 2005 
disengaged a total o f  1350 
w orkers, draw n from  the 
ministry and its parastatals, 
as part o f  a restructuring ofi 
the ministry and its agencies 
to provide efficient services, 
w hich  she d esc rib ed  as 
critical for the development 
o f  the sub-sector.

CSL Fund offer 
begins Jan. 31 |

F ro m  B r ig h t  E w u lu ,
D eputy Business Editor, Lagos  j

CSL S tockbrokers: 
Limited has indicated 
plans to kick-off its 
one billion legacy fund offer 
on Jan u ary  31, 2006. 

According to the company, j 
the fund is open to 
in d iv id u a ls , com pan ies,; 
societies, PFA’s and their 
clients as well as foreign and 
non-resident investors.

The chairm an o f  CSL 
lim ited , O tunba M icheal 
B alogun du ring  the 
completion board meeting in 
Lagos posited that the legacy 
fund, which is constituted 
under a trust deed, is an 
open -ended  un it tru st 
schem e desig n ed  for 
in v esto rs  in te res ted  in 
earning attractive returns.

“It is also appropriate for 
in v esto rs  th a t w ish to 
subscribe on behalf o f  their 
w ards or dependants as a 

[ means o f providing for their 
future.

An investment in units of 
the fund can  a lso  be i 
b eq u ea th ed  to  o n e ’s 
beneficiaries, children and 

I loved ones to ensure future 
financial security,” he said.

' The issu ing house for the 
oSeF-whieh goes for-Nl .00- 
per unit is FC'MB Limited and 
:!ie offer is expected to close

Adamawa state deputy governor, Xtallam Bello Tukur (r), with the chairman, National Council on 
Privatisation, Mr Akin Kekere-Ekun, during the launch o f  a book privatisation in Nigeria.

Pix: Felix Onigbinde

Insurance sector recapitalization
Shareholders protest banks’ 

return to capital market

The bid by top Nigerian 
banks to  m eet the  
Central Bank ofNigeria 
(CBN) N130 billion capital 
base requirement for banks to 

manage part o f Nigeria’s $24 
billion foreign reserve may 
spell doom for the insurance 
su b sec to r co n so lid a tio n  
exercise.

Shareholders under the 
P rogressive S hareholders 
Association o f Nigeria who 
raised this sentiment through 
their president, Mr Benson 
O kezie over the w eekend 
advised that banks should 
first deploy their enhanced 
capital base before rushing to 
the capital market to raise 
more funds.

The National Insurance 
Commission (NAICOM) has 
mandated Insurance and re­
insurance Companies in the 
co u n try  to ra ise  th e ir

S to r ie s  by B r ig h t  E w u lu , j
j D eputy B usiness Editor, Lagos j

sh a reh o ld e rs  funds to 
between N2 billion and N10 
billion before March, 2007.

Therefore, most o f  the 
Insurance firms are expected 
to h it the cap ita l m arket 
between now and the end of 
the year in furtherance o f  
their consolidation process.

B ut, acco rd ing  to the 
sh a reh o ld e rs , w ith  the 
number o f banks proposing 
to go back to the market in 
the b id  to partake  in the 
ex te rn a l re serv e
management, fears are real 
that the insurance firms may 
by crowded out.

The g roup  m anag ing  
director o f  Union Bank o f 
Nigeria Pie, Mr Godwin Oboh 
d isc losed  tha t its curren t 
efforts to shore up its capital 
was to manage the external

Transcorp denies plans to invest in aviation

The T ran sn a tio n a l 
Corporation ofNigeria 
(T ran sco rp ) has 
denied plans to en ter the 
aviation sector. According to 

its chairman, Dr. Ndi Okereke- 
Onyuike who disclosed this 
last w eek, the sta tem en t 
became imperative following 
a deluge o f  applications by 
some airline operators who 
wish to go into merger with 
Transcorp.

She said that Transcorp 
has no plans to go into the 
aviation sector since it lacks 
the skill and m anpower to 
effectively  operate in the 
sector.

Nevertheless, it stressed 
that it is resolute in going into 
the oil and gas, agriculture, 
pow er, h o sp ita lity  and 
tourism-scetors. saying that- 
it is gettirg set to bid again 
fo r the Port H arcourt

G oing  fu rther, she 
stressed that the whole idea 
is to make Transcorp a totally 
private secto r institu tion , 
m a in ta in in g  that no 
government will own shares 
in Transcorp.

Dr. O k erek e-O n y u ik e  
urged Nigerians and others

to disregard any information 
in the dailies alluding that the 
corporation is about to enter 
the aviation sector.

Meanwhile, Mr Nicholas 
has been appointed the chief 
e x ecu tiv e  o ff ic e r  o f
Transcorp and as a result o f 
his departure the Nigerian 
Stock Exchange (NSE) has 
ap p o in ted  M r F arouk 
O rioragba to serve in his 
stead.

Transcorp is an idea of 
P res id en t O lusegun  
Obasanjo to enable Nigeria’s 
p riv a te  sec to r com pete  
Tavoufabty with their foreign 
counterparts for jobs within 
and outside the country.

The idea was also to form 
a vehicle that w ill enable 
N ig erian s  p lay  at the 
commanding height o f  the 
nation’s economy in the oil 
and sas and other sectors.

banks’ support 
for development

reserve. According to him if 
any bank should be involved 
in the ex te rn a l re serv e  
management, UBN should be 
one based on its heritage 
and long relationship with 
Nigeria.

Speculations making the 
rounds suggest that Zenith 
Bank, Afribank Nigeria Pic 
and First Bank Nigeria Pie 
may also return to the market.

H ow ever, FBN  C h ie f  
executive officer, Mr Jacobs ; 
Ajekigbe stressed that First I 
Bank shareholders had not j 
mandated, as yet, the bank to j 
go back to the market to raise 
funds.

On the fears expressed by i 
the shareho lders tha t the i 
bank  shou ld  rush  to  the  j 

capital market as others were j 

doing in order to maintain its ; 
position Ajekigbe said that j 
FBN has its strategies.

Benue State governor, 
Dr. George Akume at 
th e  w e e k e n d  
so lic ite d  the  su p p o rt o f  

banks operating in the state 
for the im plem entation o f  
the  s ta te ’s d e v e lo p m en t 
program m es in this y ea r’s 
budget.

T he g o v e rn o r  w ho 
sp o k e  at th e  an n u a l get 
together organized by the 
s t a t e ’s A c c o u n ta n t 
G e n e ra l,  H a jiy a  N an a  
F a tim a  M eda fo r  b an k  
e x e c u tiv e s  in  M a k u rd i, 
p ra is e d  the  b a n k s  fo r  
s u p p o r t in g  th e  s t a t e ’s 
p ro je c ts  in the  p rev io u s 
y ea r and hoped  th a t the 
current fiscal year would be 
better.

“I look forward to more 
c o o p e ra tio n  and u n d e rs ­
ta n d in g  in o u r b u sin ess  
r e la t io n s h ip  fo r  n r  ual 
benefits.

F ro m  H ir  Jo sep h
C orrespondeni Maku Ji

im p le m e n ta tio n  o ‘ o u r 
n u m e ro u s  d e v e lo p m e n t 
program m es, particu larly  
the 2006 budge:, w *■ will 
continue to knock or ).our 
doors for capital to enable 
us achieve the set .:1s." 
the governor said.

He said on its pe : the 
s ta te  g o v ern m en t would  
c o n tin u e  to  m ee t its 
o b lig a tio n s  to the ‘’anks 
and ren d er an> p e 's ib le  
assistance needed

“ We h av e  d e m o ­
nstrated our comm en tto  
f is c a l re s p o n s il  : \ b> 
servicing fa c 'I i’i* > ex ten­
d ed  to  the  ':u te  
governm  ..t prompt \ 1 do 
assi ir  : j c u  that govern- 
n e i  w ill continue in the 
sa .e ve in  th is  y e jt  and 
th io u g h o u t re m a r  .ter o f  
o u r te rm  o f  o f f ic c ."  he 
added.As we forga ahead in the

NSE records NIObn 
foreign investment

The N ig erian  S tock 
E x c h a n g e  has 
d is c lo s e d  th a t 
foreign investors in 2005 

poured in over N10 billion 
in v e s tm e n t th ro u g h  the  
E x c h a n g e , e x c lu d in g  
s tra te g ic  fo re ig n  in v e s t­
m ents in banks under the 
consolidation exercise.

R e v e a lin g  th is , the  
d ire c to r  g e n e ra l N di 
Okereke-Onyuike in her new 
year press briefing in Lagos, 
s a id  th a t N SE  m ark e t 
c ap ita liz a tio n  w ent from  
N2.112 trillion in 2004 to 
N2.9 trillion in 2005 while the 
index moved from 23,84445 
to 24,085.76 in the period in 
review.

According to Okereke- 
Onyuike who alongside the 
managing director o f Central 
Securities Cheering System 
(C S C S ) Mr. O n y ew u ch i 
A s in a li  and  o th e r  top  
executives o f  the Exchange 
sa id  th e  a v e ra g e  d a ily  
turnover was N 882.1 billion 
compared to N 1.06 billion in 
the review  period , added 
that new issues approved 
last year to taled  N 689.76 
b illion  up fron i.N 235 .53  
billion.

She expressed the hope 
th a t B u reau  o f  P u b lic  
Enterprises (BPE) will fast 
track its effort and ensure 
that NITEL and Power Hold-

nnariv a f  'KliaftriSi

the floor o f  the I \ change
this year.

She urged BP I not to
wait for foreign mve^ tors for
NITEL before selltn the 20
percent meant for 0k central
Nigerian public. sa> ng that
once the 20 per cent v sold a
core investor could easily be
attracted for NITEL

According to hi r. once
there is a mini core gr >up that
will emerge after t h e 20 per
cent sale on the flo* r o f  the
Exchange the situ non in
NITEL will impr<>' as its
management probler is ow es
to government o\\ • rship.

M r A sinobi n his
intervention said tl t  CSCS
had transactions lued at
N 262 .9  b illio n  la s t  year
compared to N225.8 illion in
2 0 0 4 , re p re se n tir c a 16
percent increase, ar. 1 added
that it had N7~9 billi. n worth
o f  tran sac tio n s since
inception.

v N gozi Okorli
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® |'
in crossover utility

ihe new Infiniti FX is 
designed to be a 
crossover sport-utility 

vehicle that top Nissan Luxury 
brand. The FX is from Nissan's 
upscale division and is part of 
Nissan's plan to make Infiniti a 
top luxury brand, the company 
said in a statement.

The 4-door FX according to 
the statement is about the size of 
a large sedan. It has a long hood, 
wide stance and large rear hatch.

By H a ra isu  M u h a m m a d ,
B usiness R eporter

Its height is halfway between 
that of an auto and sport-ute. It 
thus calls fora little extra effort to 
get in and out, but not much more 
than with a car!

The FX has a long 112.2-inch 
wheelbase partly to smooth out 
the ride and provide more interior 
room. If s a 189.1 inches long for 
fairly easy garaging.

A  u  t o  B  r i e f s

GM to save $4 bn in 2006

General Motors Colorations expects to save about S4 billion 
this year as it implements its North American turnaround 
plan. Chairman and- CEO Rick Wagoner said Friday. But he 
declined to give earnings guidance, saying there are too tnany, 
outstanding i^ffles facing the Wugglins ajitomaker. Wagoner also 

refused to speculate On' whether the board ofthe world' > biggest 
ai.vmaker will consider cutting dividends to shareholder. Earlier 
th is week, Jerome York, an aide to billionaire investor Kiric K crkorian,

Bividend.i annua 
iVlBB

5>z per sfi 
iijiton a vear.

<rur

:iai picoire will 
slphi.Corp., its ft 
■ protection and could set 
sell a controlling stake in it:

millions
iinance

ision. GM AC. 
Wauoner also d it's unclear when the automaker w il! see the 

'! benefit of a new health care agreement that requires retired 
toworkers to pay more for their health care. The agreement has 
.eived preliminary approval in federal court, and GM hopes it will 
into effect April 1, Wagoner said.

M ahindra
inning to double
(SUVs l to 6,000

(A prii-septt 
)0 v e h ic le ; 
espontling pi 
, we are targe 
nka. preside 
ip manauems board.

1 iie company expects the demand from Russia western 
1 iirope and Malaysia to go up. Likewise, exports to the Middle 
I ast, Brazil, Argentina, and South Africa is also expected to 
grow. VI&M has exported 100 vehicles to Russia, 600 each to 
Italy and Malaysia, 300 to South Africa, and 100 to Iruguay  
so far this year.

“The company would set up a completely knocked down 
plant in Russia and Malaysia once its exports reach 500 
vehicles a month in these countries,” said Goenka.

M&M targets double-digit growth in sale o f SUVs within 
the country this year. M &M ’ total sales (excluding tractors) 
in September stood at 13,839 vehicles compared to 13,093 
vehicles in the same month last year. Sales o f  Scorpio surged 
37 per cent in September to 3,164 units from 2,313 units in 
Expert Review.

The FX comes with rear- 
drive or an all-wheel-drive 
system not designed for off-road 
use. It has luxury car comfort and 
features. It also has excellent 
handling and performance 
especially with the V 8. the 
statement added

The FX hits 60 mph in just 
6.3 seconds with the V8 and has 
such items as an aluminum 
independent rear suspension 
similar to the one in the Nissan 
350Z sports car.

The FX45 version weighs 
4,299 pounds. As with the FX3 5, 
a driver can feel the weight during 
hard acceleration and driving 
maneuvers such as quick lane 
changes.

Nissan said both .engines 
work v ith a very responsive 5- 
speed automatic tnnsan-wsion. 
which has a manual shift feature. 
It added that the FX is nearly as 
much fun to drive as a larger 
sports car-especially in FX45

anti-skidtraction-control system 
and anti-lock brakes to help keep 
drivers out of trouble ifthey push 
too hard.

Standard for the FX45 and 
optional for the FX35 are such 
items as leather upholstery, 
heated front seats and power tilt- 
telescopic steering wheel.

A Premium option package 
has a power sunroof. A 
Technology package has radar 
cruise control to keep the FX a 
predetermined distance from 
vehicles ahead and a rearview 
television camera that operates

Standard safety features include 
side air bags up front, and front 
and rear curtain side air bags.

The FX45 not only has a 
smooth V8- it also has a very' 
tied-down sport suspension and 
wide 50-series tires mounted on 
those 20-inch aluminum alloy 
wheels, which help provide a 
very aggressive appearance.

in terms of the safety the 
company said larger wheels and 
tires are optional for the FX35, as 
is the FX45 sport suspension. 
But those items are rather out of 
place without the V 8. Trust 
Infiniti to set up the FX with the 
proper standard suspension, 
wheels and tires.

In fin iti F X

Mitsubishi in joint venture with Malaysia's Proton

Japanese'" au to m ak er 
Mitsubishi Motors has 
ru led  out jo in tly  
m an u fac tu rin g  and

assem b lin g  its veh ic les 
locallv  w'ith em battled  

. Malaysian carmaker Proton, 
a report says.

M itsub ish i M otors 
Malaysia, which distributes 
the com pany's vehicles in 
M alaysia , has reported ly  
said it w as look ing  into 
assem b lin g  its cars in 
p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith car 
m anufactu rers, including 
Proton.

But the Japanese  
com pany, w hich  p a rtly  
established the M alaysian 
carmaker, said it had no deal 
planned with Proton.

"M itsub ish i M otors 
provides production parts 
and components to Proton, 
based  on a tech n ica l 
assistance agreem ent," the 
company said in a statement 
to the New Straits. Tim es 
newspaper. "However, we do 
not have any plans to launch 
a new plant in Malaysia as a 
joint venture," it said.

Proton was fonned in 1983

by Malaysian companies ; 
well as M itsubishi Motoi 
and some Mitsubishi ■jmui 
companies.

Mitsubishi Motors sok 
its entire 7.93 percent st.ik. 
in Proton in 2004 to stem i '  

losses after slumping sale-* 
North America, and in ;! . 
face o f falling Proton sale 
over foreign competiti( >n

Proton was dealt a niajo 
blow during the week wher 
German carmaker Volksu agcr 
ab andoned  p lans for at 
alliance seen as crucial to tin 
national carmaker's su rv i\;

V A C A N C Y
A reputable company invites applications from suitably 
qualified candidates for the post of drivers.

R E Q U IR E M E N T

1) SSCE/NECO or its equivalent

2) Valid drivers licence

3) Aged between 25-30 years 

METHOD OF APPLICATION
A handwritten app lication , deta iled C.V. and

 M T T f c  •  r ~"§Ur—"i  ^
■  n  'W T m M  H  * S lL  n ~

Infiniti FX: Nissan’s targets

The Advertiser 
P.O. Box 6873 
Wuse Zone 3, Abuja.

photocopies of certificates and relevant credentials
should be addressed to:

Applications should be marked “ driver” on the top left 
corner of the enyelopes. ... . 9r
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Energy

Shell evacuates 330 
workers from Niger Delta

Sh ell has evacua ted  
around 330 w orkers 
from four sites in the 
Niger delta area o f  Nigeria 
following a gunboat attack. 

G unm en fought N igerian  
soldiers on Sunday as they 
o verran  the B en isede  
pumping station near the port 
ofWarri.

Five Shell workers were 
in ju red  and th ere  are 
unconfirm ed repo rts  that 
some soldiers and gunmen 
died in the attack.

The evacuations from 
B enisede and three o ther 
pum ping stations will not 
affect production, already 
halted because o f a pipeline 
attack last Wednesday.

The latest attack helped 
put upward pressure on oil 
prices, with markets already 
w orried about the nuclear 

i standoff involving Iran, the 
world’s fourth largest crude 
oil exporter.

In London on M onday 
morning, the price for a barrel 

: o f Brent crude had risen by 
19 cents toS62.45.

In two attacks last week, 
militants ruptured a major 
pipeline feeding an export 
terminal and kidnapped four 
foreign workers from another 
Shell oil rig in the region.

The hostages, who are 
i still being held, come from the 

UK, the US, Honduras and 
B u lgaria , a Shell 
spokeswoman said.

Correspondents say the 
move will increase pressure

S to r ie s  f ro m  M o h a m m e d  
S h o s a n y a ,  L a g o s

on Nigeria’s government to 
crack down on ethnic Ijaw 
m ilitan ts who w ant m ore 
control over the region’s oil 
revenues.

The M ovem ent for the 
Emancipation o f the Niger

Delta, the group that says it 
is holding the hostages, has 
demanded the release o f  a 
separatist leader, M ujahid 
Dokubu Asari, who is being 
held on treason charges, and 
a fo rm er s ta te  governor, 
Diepreye A lam ieyaseigha, 
who is accused o f money- 
laundering.

Desp ite  recu rrin g  
u p h eav a ls  in the 
Niger Delta region 
w hich  has a ffec ted  its 

operations, Chevron Nigeria 
Lim ited said it has set on 
course a num ber o f  major 
capital projects that would 
bolster its reserve status.

Such capita l p ro jec ts, 
according to the company’s 
g en era l m anager, a sse t 
management, Chuck Taylor 
include the South offshore

Chevron plans projee 
in Niger Delta

W ater In jec t P ro jec t 
(S O W * ), M eren-X , M eji 
R edevelopm ent and Delta 
drilling campaign.

A cco rd in g  to him , in 
addition to the com pany’s 
com pletion  o f  its d rilling  
campaign in Robertkiri and 
Idama fields in the eastern 
part o f operation. Chevron

H onorary D octor o f  S c ien ce  in E ng ineering  awardees at the  l l t l i  <£ 12 C onvocation  cerem ony, U niversity o f  A gricu lture, M akurd i. Engr. 
F u n sh o  K upolokun, GMD, IVNPC (left), and Engr. Joseph M akoju  M D , P H C N  (right), congratulating each other a fter the con ferm ent at the  
U niversity...last year . .

recently reached fin; 
investment decision >1 
the E scravos Ga^ 
Phase 3 (EGP3) and 1 
gas to liquid (EGTl i

“ B oth are now i 
d e ta iled  design  
fabrication stages. ' 
also looking at LN( > 
at Brass River and ( 1 
p u rsu ing  an indep . 
power project and i 
the means to supph 
gas to the Nigerian d. i 
market,” he said.

He fu rth e r sa * 
company has restore. 
18000 barrels a da\ 
A b iteye , M akaral- i 
U tonana South s\\ 
flowstations at each > 
locations have been re:

He also explains 
C hevron  is maki 
significant progress i 
Creek and Dib are. 
North Swamp with a ■ 
guaranteeing his co ­
same production fn 
areas in the first halt 
year.

“Another key a sst: 
in the no rth  Sw a: 
Opuekeba. We are t 
aged by damage a ss t ' - 
at that location Bet, 
production flows thro 
Olero Creek and Dihi. 
w ill necessarily  foil 
restoration,” he said

ts
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Business Trust

Stakeholders laud extension in F )
i f  • i l l  1 concerned.payment for oil blocks

The January 18, 2006 
deadline extension for 
the paym en t o f  
s ig n a tu re  bonuses by 
winners o f oil blocks in the 

recent licensing round has 
been com m ended  by 
s tak eh o ld e rs  in the  oil 
industry.

The federal government’s 
decision to shift its ground 
from its December 15, 205 
ea rlie r  dead lin e  it w as 
gathered was informed by the 
need to encourage  
indigenous winners to pay 
the signature bonuses and as 
well as own licenses for the 
oil blocks.

Only Conoil among the 
ind igenous su ccessfu l 
winners of the block was said 
to have hitherto paid its full 
signature bonus.

The federal government

had announced that oil block 
winners who failed to fulfill 
their signature bonuses by 
December 15 2005 would lose 
ownership o f the block out 
rightly.

And when asked three 
w eeks ago at a new s 
conference in Lagos about 
the fate o f  som e o f  the 
w in n ers  w ho m ade 
apartments for the oil block, 
Tony Chukwueke, a director 
o f  the  d ire c to ra te  o f  
Petroleum Resources (DPR) 
explained that there was no 
room for part payment as far 
as the whole transaction is

He said fo llow ing  the 
successful conduct o f  the 
2005 round , the federa l 
g overn m en t is p o ised  to 
revamp its m illion dollars 
revenue.

He however stated that 
the federal government may 
co n sid e r a sa fe ty  for 
indigenous winners o f  the 
block as the whole exercise 
is g ea red  to  encourage  
indigenous operators to have 
a stake in the nation’s oil 
industry. But a num ber o f 
ex p erts  w ho spoke w ith 
Business Trust on the new 
date for the winners to pay 
th e ir  bonu ses  ex p ressed  
sa tis fa c tio n  over the 
development.

enn is Fahy, the 
managing director 
o f the West African 

Gas Pipeline (WAGP) project 
has said that the first gas 
deliveries from the project are 
sch ed u led  to s ta rt in 
December this year.

A ccording to him , the 
$590 million project will be the 
first reg ional natural gas 
transm ission system to be 
developed in sub-saharan 
Africa with an initial volume 
o f 150-165 million standard 
cubic feet per day o f  gas 
deliveries.

Most o f these volumes, 
the managing director stated 
are already, under contract.

“We are designing the

Oando opens service station in Lagos
o

Edmund Daukoru, min o f  state, 
petroleum

ando P ic , at th e  
w eekend launched 
its “N ew  L oo k ” 

se rv ice  s ta tio n  at 25 
Aw olow o Road, Ikoyi in 
Lagos.

The move according to 
the chief marketing officer, 
Retail o f  Oando, Mr. Ayo 
Ajose Adeogun, is in line with 
his com pany’s initiative to 
drive the growth o f non-fuel 
revenue  w hich  recen tly  

; brought about the signing on 
o f four new partners namely 
Tasieg, Fried Chiok.cn,Tastee 

, fo t  ̂ ifliitfdj, Nj  ̂t^e^o  .Store 
joafld ii

leading provider! o f  offsits 
ATMs in Nigeria.

Ayo Ajose who spoke at 
the launch also explained that 
besides his company’s range 
o f  serv ices, Tastee F ried  
C h icken  and T astee Pot 
Limited will provide fast food 
and African dishes for both 
“eat in “and” take aw ay” 
consumers; Nu Metro Media 
will provide CDs, DVDs, 
Tapes, read ing  m ateria ll, 
a u d io /v isu a l hom e and 
rec rea tio n a l goods and 
e ssen tia l life s ty le  m ech- 
andise.

He added, tha t ATM 
co n so rtiu m  on the o ther 
hand, wil^faptyate quick and 
convementcash withdrawals 
for custom ers through its

installed ATM machine.
The C h ie f  M arketing  

O fficer further expressed 
optimism that his company’s 
partnership with the other 
four new companies will help 
deliver on the “consum er 
delight” objective o f  Oando.

According to him “The 
launch  o f  th is  new  look 
station is also our way o f 
saying welcome to the year 
2006 to all our customers. 
“Oando is the future” and 
with the thodemisation of this 
services s ta tio n , we are 
bringing ^n early taste o f the ' 
“future” to our customers”.

WAGP begins gas 
deliveries Dec

p ipeline w ith an- ultim ate 
cap ac ity  o f  475 m illio n  
standard cubic feet per day 
which in our estimations can 
be reached in 15-20 years”.

He s ta ted  though  at 
present, his company has no 
immediate plans to expand 
the pipeline westward “but 
this is an option that would 
be co n sid e red  fo r a 
co m m erc ia lly  v iab le  
opportunity to develop.”

The m anaging director 
said  local co n ten t 
d ev e lo p m en t in the 
successful developm ent o f  
W AGP p ro jec t fu rth er 
explained output from 200 
local employees working in 
his company’s pipe goading 
plant is expected to generate 
more than $ 10 million into the 
local economy.

He further disclosed that 
h is com pany w ill have a 
s ig n if ic a n t am ount o f  
o nsho re  co n stru c tio n  
ac tiv ity , p a rtic u la r ly  in 
Nigeria where it expected to 
utlise a significant amount of 
local goods and services.

“We are also forming our 
operating phase organization 
which" w ill predom inantly  
employ citizens o f  the four

countries o f our oper. <n 
According to Fain the 

W orld Bank is a tong 
supporter o f the project for 
reasons which was no: on I) 
h inged on env ironn  cntal 
b en e fits  such as Hare 
reduction  in green house 
gasses but a lso  for the 
economic benefits tha- : can 
provide for the region

“By the W orld Ba ik 's  
ow n c a lcu la tio n s . :he 
economic benefits to the four 
co u n trie s  opera tion  at 
h is to ric  oil p rices  we 
exported to exceed $ 1 b i 11 ion. 
At to d ay ’s oil p r ic e ' Tis 
figure will be substa ally 
higher,” he added.

v/>.
 :> *r i.’ o  8  .i ; ••
F u n sh o  K upolokun  
NNPC
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE R E P O R T  A S  A T  M O N D A Y , J A N U A R Y  16 2006

Company Name No of Dea s Quotation(N) Quantity Traded
CU TIX  PLC 4 3.15 4 6 ,0 0 0
Sector Totals 4 46  noo
A< iRICU LTU RE/A G RO -A LLIED

. LIV ESTO CK  FEEDS PLC. I 2.56 . • ,000
TH E O KO M U  OIL PALM COM PANY PLC 3 18.55 3,050
PRESCO  PLC. 14 11.45 176,600

S ector Totals 18 194,650
A t TO M OBILE & TYRE 

^ ■ - D U N L O P  N IG ERIA  PLC. 19 2.51 147,413
R T. BRISCOAE PLC. 23 6.01 2 7 4 ,9 7 7
Sector Totals 42 4 2 2 ,3 9 0
B A N K IN G
ACCESS BANK PLC 132 2.96 7 ,538 ,387
A FRIBA N K  N IGERIA  PLC. 19 9.10 5 18 ,449
FIRST ALTLANTIC BANK PLC I 3.41 2,000
EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 1 2.26 2 ,079 ,520
FIRST CITY  M ON U M ENT BANK PLC 4 5.11 123,024
FIDELITY BANK PLC 1 2.93 5 50 ,000
FIRST BANK O F N IGERIA  PLC. 206 32.00 8,230 ,768
G TBA N K  PLC. 277 12.57 2 ,699 ,304
IN VESTM ENT BANKING 8 4.57 3 79 ,817
IN TERCO N TIN EN TAL BANK PLC. 84 8.79 2 ,275 ,078
LION BA NK  OF N IGERIA  PLC. 2 1.40 4,350
NAL BANK PLC. 2 2.80 3,022
O CEA NIC BANK PLC 28 6.00 4 61 ,722

» 8 2.60 3 ,410 ,500
UNITED  BANK FOR A FRICA PLC. 100 12.90 1,562,135
UNION BANK N IG ERIA  PLC. 56 25.48 166,909
W EMA BANK PLC. 20 3.74 69 ,373
ZENITH BANK PLC 28 19.64 70 ,640

Sector Totals 977 30 ,144 ,998
B REW ERIES *
G U IN N ESS N IGERIA  PLC. 62 99.00 84 .002
N IGERIAN  BREW ERIES PLC. • 270 38.89 3,182 ,542

Sector Totals 332 3 ,266 ,544
BU ILD ING  M ATERIALS
A SH A KA  CEM EN T PLC. 57 33.00 6 5 7 ,0 9 9
BENUE CEM EN T COM PANY PLC. 8 6.50 19,769
CEM EN T COM PANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 6 7.51 10,375
W EST AFRICA N  PORTLAND CEM EN T CO. PLC. 92 17.00 9 7 3 ,2 9 7

Sector Totals 163 1,660,540
C H EM ICA L & PAINTS
BERG ER PAINTS PLC. 3 3.83 9,942

,  CA P PLC. 5 10.30 9,655
D N. M EYER PLC. 1 4.02 5,000
N IG ERIA -G ERM A N  CH EM ICA LS PLC. 1 4.15 132

Sector Totals 10 24 ,729
CO NG LO M ERA TES
A G. LEVENTIS N IG ERIA  PLC. 2 1.20 22 ,490
C F A O N IG ERIA  PLC. 4 3.60 21 ,729
JOH N  HOLT PLC. 2 1.50 408
P. Z. IN DU STRIES PLC. 35 16.20 176,457
U A.C.NIG ERIA  PLC. 55 17.40 2 08 ,948
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 84 21.78 2 43 ,683

Sector Totals 182 6 73 ,715
CONSTRUCTION
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC. 4 21.50 3,850
Sector Totals 4 3 ,850
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
NIGERIAN WIRE A N D  CABLE PLC. 1 0.68 280

Sector Totals 1 280
FOOD/BEVERAGES &  TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 9 27.00 11,670
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC. 104 66.00 2 73 ,918
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC. 81 27.20 6 43 ,462
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 32 64.00 88 ,105
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC. 33 186.50 3 4 ,9 4 4
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC. 1 14.75 1,125

Sector Totals 260 1,053,224
FOOTWEAR
FOOTWEAR & ACCESSORIES MAN. PLC. 1 0.30 10,000
Sector Totals 1 10,000
HEALTHCARE
EVANS MEDICAL PLC. 3 2.75 2 3 ,0 0 0
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC 8 10.91 13,166
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC 1 5.36 2,436
MORISON INDUSTRIES PLC. 5 0.88 2 50 ,000
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC. 1 3.23 1,000
PHARMA-DEKO PLC. 1 4 .77 400

Sector Totals 19 290 ,002
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
ALUM ACO PLC. 5 1.24 2,086
B.O.C. G A SES PLC 3 3.00 3,419
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC. 1 0.80 1,000
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC. 46 4.75 1,400,644
VONO PRODUCTS PLC. 1 1.46 937

Sector Totals 56 1,408,086
INSURANCE
AUCO INSURANCE PLC. 16 1.81 8 0 5 ,377
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 11 1.56 1 ,021,000
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC. 6 1.68 192 ,000
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 3 0.70 9 5 ,0 0 0
LAW UNION A N D  ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 3 1.22 107 ,200
LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC 1 1.45 1,000
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 9 2.76 127 ,000
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 5 2.12 107,464
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC. 3 3.04 2,500
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 1 1.36 4 0 ,0 0 0
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 5 1.31 2 8 5 ,866
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. 5 3.27 3 7 ,1 1 6
Sector Totals 68 2,821 ,523
M ANAGED FUNDS
C A  I LEASING PLC 6 1.30 84,291
Sectop Totals 6 84,291
MARITIME
JAPAUL OIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC 23 2.04 4 9 6 ,2 4 0
Sector Totals 23 4 9 6 ,2 4 0
PACKAGING .
AVON CROWNCAPS & CONTAINERS PLC. 1 1.07 2 5 ,0 0 0
NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC 1 1-52 35 ,000
STUDIO PRESS (NIGERIA) PLC. 1 1.62 4 80

Sector Totals 3 6 0 ,4 8 0
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFROIL PLC. 4 0.45 18 ,730
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. , 106 50.00 610 ,095
CONOIL PLC 26 95.00 84 ,492
ETERNA OIL &  GAS PLC. 10 2.75 86 .774
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 11 162.00 6,347
OANDO PLC 107 96.71 165,396
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC. 24 117.00 9,262
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 23 187.50 4 0 ,9 1 0

Sector Totals 311 1,022,006
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC. 2 3.05 9,000
UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC. 1 1.52 500
Sector Totals 3 9,500
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC. 22 9.40 3 9 1 ,526
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V alue  o f  S h a re s
141.050.00
141.050.00

38 .400 .00
56 .577 .50
2 .033 .380 .00
2.128 .357 .50

374 .868 .80  
1,619.612.65
1.994.481.45

22.297 .828 .75
4 .717 .885 .90
6 .820 .00
4 .699 .715 .20  
628,652.64^
1.611.500.00
2 6 3 .384 .576 .00  
33 ,954,687.05
1.735.763.69  
19,552,230.57
6 .090 .00
8 .461 .60  
2,771 ,279 .78
8.867 .300 .00  
20 .265 ,895 .88
4.252 .841 .32
259 .455 .02
1.387.369.60
3 9 0 .408 .353 .00

8.269.747.69  
123,953 ,213 .56
132.222.961.25

22 ,128 ,877 .84
128.498 .50
79 .616 .25
16.564.182.95  
38 ,901 ,175 .54

37 .315 .40
101.874.00
20 .100 .00
547 .80
159.837.20

26 .988 .00
78 .224 .40
6 0 6 .0 0
2 .858 .603 .40
3 .631 .166 .70
5.308 .998 .45
11.904.586.95

83 .450 .00
83 .450 .00

190.40
190.40

315 .090 .00  
18,421,170.71
17.621.907.32  
5,616 ,762 .16
6 .514 .598 .50
16.593.75  
48,506 ,122 .44

3 .000 .00
3 .000 .00

63 .250 .00  
142,051.30  
13,056.96
220.000.00
3 .230 .00
1.908.00  
443 ,496 .26

2,586 .64
10.318.90
800 .00  
6,657 ,123 .94
1.368.02
6.672 .197 .50

1,461,970.97
1,589,589.18
322 ,000 .00
66 .500 .00
129.068.00
1.450.00
352 .820 .00  
231 ,571 .52
7 .680 .00
54 .400 .00  
375 ,204 .46  
119,763.63  
4 ,712 ,017 .76

112.340.34
112.340.34

1.034.363.60
1.034.363.60

26 .750 .00
53 .200 .00
77 7 .6 0
80 .727 .60

8,763 .10
30,411 ,453 .38
8.064 .847 .90
247 .349 .00
1.023.932.00  
16,011,160.66
1.089.731.00
7.762 .179 .20  
64 ,619 ,416 .24

27 .450 .00
760 .00
28 .210 .00

3 ^ 2 6 ,7 1 9 .7 5 ,;
3*626,719.75
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T O P  10 TRA D ES 
S Y M B O L
Trades
WAPCO
VITAFOAM
UBA
EKOBANK
GUARANTY
INTERCONT
PLATINUM
NB
FIRSTBANK
ACCESS

T O P  10 G A IN E R S 
SYMBOL

GUINNESS
MOBIL
NNFM
AP
FLOURMILL
RTBRISCOE
VITAFOAM
OANDO
GLAXOSMITH
7UP
T O P  10 L O SE R S
SYMBOL LAS

TOTAL
TEXACO
CONOIL
NESTLE
ASHAKACEM
CAPALBETO
CADBURY
OKOMUOIL
JBERGER
CCNN

YESTERDAY
V O LU M E V ALUE TRA D ES

1,089.597.00 18,541,202.95 101
1,414,644.00 6,724,743.94 47
1,568,685.00 20,350,338.16 105
2,081,920.00 4,705,139.20 2
2,752379.00 34,622,400.20 288
3,105,578.00 26,636,505.57 95
3,410,500.00 8.867.300.00 8
3,513,657.00 136,833.688.21 281
8,271,193.00 264,678,176.00 222
8,560,467.00 25,323,894.95 144

LAST CLOSE YESTERDAY’S CLOSE CHANGE
98.00 99.99 +1.99
160.00 161.20 +!.2 )
14.05 14.75, +0.70
49.61 50.00 ' + 039
27.63 28.00 +037
5.73 *6.01 +038
4.60 4.83 +033
96.51 96.71 +0.20
10.40 10.57 +0.17
26.00 26.16 +0.16

rCLOSE YESTERDAY’SCLOSE CHANGE
195.00 18750 -7.50
117.00 113.00 -4.00
97.00 93.69 -3.3:
188.00 186.00 -2.00
34.00 33.05 -0.95
14.00 13.30 -0.70
66.20 65.50 -0.70
18.55 18.00 -055
22.00 21.50 -0.50
7.85 752 -033

Zenith Bank plans 
N3bn public offer

F ro m  B r ig h t E w u lu  in L agos

Zenith Bank International Pic is concluding arrange 
ment to organize a N3bn public c ffer to further shore 
up its capital base. It would be recalled that the bank's 
initial public offer last year sought to raise N20 billion, but 

raised N48 billion.
The bank communicated its move to further raise its 

capita1 base to the Nigerian Stock Exchange recently. Speak­
ing on the development, NSE director general, Dr. Ndi 
Okereke-Onyuike said nothing was wrong in the bank try­
ing to further laise its capital base. She believes that the 
bank’s initial public offer was a hit for shareholder, who 
invested at the time.

According to close sources, Zenith Bank is returning 
to the market at N 16.90 kobo per share which is quite higher 
than the N 10.90 per share with which it came to the market 
last year.

Nevertheless, the bank, shares traded at N 19.90 kobo 
on the floor o f the Exchange Thursday, down from its last 
year’s high o f N20 per share. Zenith Bank declared over N6 
billion post tax profit in its latest half year report.

Oceanic Bank, UBA, IMB 
most active stocks for 2005

The Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) has declared Oce­
anic Bank Pic, IMB and United Bank o f Africa (UBA) 
as the most active stocks for 2005. According to the 
NSE, Oceanic Bank beat the others with 2.342 billion shares 

followed by UBA with 1. 6  billion shares while IMB Interna­
tional Bank came third with 1.47 billion shares.

Access Bank Pic, Africbank Nigeria Pic and Interconti­
nental Bank Pic came fourth, fifth and sixth with 1.316 billion 
shares, 1.223 billion shares and 1.182 billion shares respec­
tively. Others in the top 10 include Standard Trust Bank Pic, 
First ofNigeria Pic, Guaranty Trust Bank Pic and Great Nige­
ria Insurance Pic. The Exchange also named Nigeria Brewer­
ies Pic as the most capitalized stock on the Exchange last 
year with N293.42 billion. 10

Other companies include First Bank Nigeria Pic, (N160.1 
billion), Uhiin Bank Nigeria Pit (N f$ l;2J  billion).

Also inthidtecl -ar£ TM elxbhtine^ky^ak PJc 
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Ib a g w a  N k w o  is  a 
co m m u n ity  in N suk- 
k a  z o n e  o f  E n u g u  
S ta te . W ith a p o p u la tio n  

o f  o v e r  f i f ty  th o u s a n d , 
n ea rly  5 ,000  o f  the  in h a ­
b ita n ts  are  H au sa , which 
is in c re a s in g  in  n u m b e r 
on  a d a i ly  b a s i s .  A l ­
th o u g h  H ausa  n a tiv e s  live  
a c r o s s  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  
N s u k k a , su ch  as E n u g u  
E z ik e , Ib a g w a  A n i, and  
E h a - A lu m o n a ,  Ibagw a 
N kw o is re g a rd e d  as the 
h e a d - q u a r t e r s ,  b e in g  a 
co m -m u n ity  th a t has the  
H au sa  Q u a r te rs . H au sas  
in Ibagw a N gw o, a co m ­
m un ity  in Igbo Eze LG A , 
are  ev en ly  d is tr ib u te d  in 
th e  c o m m u n i ty ’s f iv e  
au to n o m o u s co m m u n itie s  
o f  N d io k e ,  I k o lo ,  
A m a e b o , E cfie  E z e m a  
a n d  I s h ia g u  . w ith  
re la tiv e ly  equal r ig h t w ith  
the ‘r e a l ’ in d ig en es o f  the 
c o m m u n i ty .  T h e y  a re  
p re d o m in a n tly  M u slim s , 
and  c o n s t i t u t e  a b o u t  
8 ,0 0 0  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  
o u t o f  w h ic h  3 ,0 0 0  a re  
th e  l o c a l s  o f  Ib a g w a  
N k w o ,’ a c c o rd in g  to  25 
y e a r  o ld  U s ta z  Ik e -  
c h u k w u , w h o  d e c l in e d  
m u ch  c o m m e n t b e c a u s e  
he lack ed  the  k n o w led g e  
o f  how  Islam  cam e to  be 

| in Ib ag w a  N kw o.
T h e re  w e re  m a n y  

s p e c u la t io n s  a b o u t how  
the H ausas cam e to se ttle  
at Ib ag w a . A c c o rd in g  to 
F r e d e r ic k  A y o lo , a l ia s  
Ig w u ru b e , and a n a tiv e  o f  
the co m m u n ity , ‘W hen I 
w as b o rn  s e v e n ty  y e a rs  
a g o , th e  H a u s a s  h a d  
se ttled  here . In fa c t, they  
w e re  h e r e  m a n y  
g en e ra tio n s  ago. A nd tha t 
is w h y  w e see  th e m  as

in d ig e n e s ,  a n d  n o t  
s e t t le r s .  M y la te  f a th e r  
to ld  m e th a t  t r a d in g  
b ro u g h t th em  to Ibagw a 
N k w o , a n d  N s u k k a  in  
g e n e ra l.”

F rom  fa c ts  g a th e re d , a 
g ro u p  o f  H a u sa  tr a d e r s  
a r r iv e d  a t Ib a g w a  o v e r  
3 00  y e a rs  ag o  w ith  th e  
s o le  a im  o f  t r a d in g .  
I b a g w a  N k w o  (N k w o , 
b e in g  th e  fo u r th  m a rk e t 
d a y  in  Ig b o  m a rk e t  
c a le n d a r)  w as rep u ted  as 
th e  m a rk e t n e rv e -c e n tre  
o f  the Igbos then . H ence, 
s o m e  H a u s a  t r a d e r s  
d is c o v e re d  th a t  k o la n u t 
s a le s  w e re  f l o u r i s h in g  
th e re ,  th u s  th e y  s ta r te d  
b rin g in g  the c o m m o d itie s  
f ro m  fa r  N o r th  d o w n  
E a s t .  M a jo r i ty  o f  th e  
t r a d e r s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  
r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s ,  a re  
N u p e  p e o p le  o f  N ig e r  
S ta te .

“ In  r e t u r n , ” in  th e  
w o rd s  o f  52 y e a r  o ld  
C h r i s to p h e r  A j ib o ,  
“ H a u s a s  b o u g h t j i g i d a ,  
aka  (o r b ead s in E n g lish ) 
and  h o rse s , and  re tu rn ed  
to  th e ir  re sp e c tiv e  abodes 
up N orth  to  se ll them . A t 
th a t  t im e ,” he s t r e s s e d , 
“ I b a g w a  N k w o  w a s  
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  th ic k  
f o r e s t s  a n d  e r o s io n ,  
w h e re  e x o t i c  a n im a ls ,  
such  as e le p h a n ts , lio n s, 
t ig e r s ,  c h im p a n z e e s  and  
g u e r r i l l a s  l iv e  in  
a b u n d a n c e . A nd Ib ag w a  
p e o p le , up to  to d ay , are  
s t i l l  go o d  at h u n tin g , i f  
n o t th a t c iv i l is a t io n  has 
led  to  th e  e x t in c t io n  o f  
o u r  f o r e s t  r e s e r v e .  So 
ap a rt from  j i g i d a ,  H ausas 
a ls o  w e re  a t t r a c t e d  to  
th i s  p la c e  b y  d e l i c a t e  
p a rts  o f  th ese  h igh  b reed

300 years ofHai
• Jigida, horse trade i

“I gathered from my late father 
that when Islam began here, 
Igbos did not understand much 
about the religion, but they were 
not hostile to i t  As years went by, 
Muslims in the community 
integrated themselves with the 
natives; it was then that the 
indigenes began to appreciate the 
virtues o f the Islamic religion, 
and some o f  them became 
converted. That is why many of

t

them are Muslims today. It was 
with this kind of welcome that the 
first mosque was built. Since 
then, we have been multiplying 
In numbers

a n im a ls ,  w h ic h  th e y  
b o u g h t and  used  in th e ir  
n a tiv e  m ed ica tio n s . T hey  
a lso  b o u g h t sk ins o f  lions 
in a g rea t q u a n tity .”

He sa id  th a t fo llo w in g  
th e  f lo u r is h in g  o f  th e ir  
b u s in e ss , a g rea t num ber 
o f  th e m  s ta r te d  b u y in g  
som e p ieces  o f  land  from  
th e ir  Ig b o  c o u n te rp a r ts ,  
w ho re a d ily  so ld  to  them  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  o p e n  
m in d e d n e ss . C h r is to p h e r  
rem ark ed  th a t ‘w e in te r ­
m arry . A nd b ecau se  they  
a re  p e a c e - lo v in g ,  w e 
d o n ’t r e g re t  b e in g  w ith  
th e m . T h e y  h a v e  a 
le e w a y  to  a s p ire  to  an y  
p o s i t io n  h e re ,  a l th o u g h  
m o s t  o f  th e m  do  n o t 
w a n t  to  p a r t a k e  in  
p o lit ic s , bu t th ey  su p p o rt 
th e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  o f  
th e ir  c h o ic e .”

It w as in the  co u rse  o f  
th i s  s o jo u r n  th a t  the 
I s la m ic  r e l ig io n  g a in e d  
ro o ts  in  Ib a g w a  N k w o , 
and  has ev en ly  sp read  to 
o th e r  n e ig h b o u rin g  tow ns 
in  N s u k k a  z o n e  a n d  
b e y o n d .  “ O u r  g r e a t  
g ra n d fa th e rs  w ho se ttle d  
in Ib ag w a b ro u g h t Islam  
a lo n g  w ith  th e m ,” beg an  
M u sa  Y ak u b , w h o  sa id , 
“ A lth o u g h  I w as no t born  
th e n , I g a th e re d  from  my 
la te  f a t h e r  th a t  w h e n  
Is la m  b eg an  h e re , Ig b o s  
d id  no t u n d e rs tan d  m uch 
a b o u t  th e  r e l ig io n ,  b u t  
th ey  w ere  no t h o s ti le  to 
i t .  A s y e a r s  w e n t  b y , 
M u s l im s  in  th e  
c o m m u n i ty  i n t e g r a t e d  
th e m s e lv e s  w ith  th e  
n a tiv e s ; it w as th en  th a t 
th e  in d ig e n e s  b e g a n  to  
a p p re c ia te  the  v ir tu e s  o f  
the  Is lam ic  re lig io n , and 
s o m e  o f  th e m  b e c a m e  
c o n v e r te d . T h a t is  w hy  
m a n y  o f  th e m  a re  
M u s l im s  to d a y . It w a s  
w ith  th i s  k in d  o f  
w e lc o m e  th a t  th e  f i r s t  
m o sq u e  w as b u ilt . S ince  
th e n ,  w e h a v e  b e e n  
m u ltip ly in g  in  n u m b e rs .” 

W h a t is  a m a z in g  
h o w e v e r  is  th a t  a f t e r  
o v e r 300 y ea rs  o f  H ausa  
s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Ib a g w a  
N k w o , .9 5  p e r c e n t  o f  
them  s till m a in ta in  c lo se  
tie s  w ith  th e ir  re sp e c tiv e  
h o m eto w n s in  the N o rth , 
to  the  ex ten t th a t som e o f  
t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  r e a d i ly  
r e tu r n  to  t h e i r  n a t iv e  
s t a te s  a f t e r  g r a d u a t in g  
from  sch o o ls , m a in ly  the 
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  N ig e r ia ,  
N s u k k a ,  w h ic h  is  a 
s t o n e ’s th r o w  f ro m  
Ib ag w a  N kw o , to  secu re  
j o b s  i f  th e y  c o u ld  n o t 
f in d  o n e  in  th e  E a s t .  
S u rp ris in g  as w ell is tha t

By Chinedu Aroh,
Proofreading desk

all the  H au sas  in Ibagw a 
N k w o  s p e a k  b o th  th e  
Igbo and H ausa languages

e v e n tu a l ly  s e t t l e d  in  
Ib ag w a  N k w o  fo r g o o d , 
a f te r  r e a l is in g  th a t  th e y  
c o u ld  a c c o m p lis h  th e i r  
b u s in e ss  g o a ls  h e re .” 

A b u b a k a r  sa id  th a t he

th ir te e n  ch ild n . 
th a t  a l l  h is  w i\  
C h r i s t i a n s  bei 
m a r r ie d  t h e -  
c o n v e r te d  to  I 
th e ir  own vo litii

Alfa Abubakar, a Nupe from Niger State, who now lives in Ibagwa Nkwo, says the Hausa  <. mmu- 
nity has been in Ibagwa Nkwo, Enugu State fo r  well over three centuries.

flu en tly .
A lfa  A bubakar is am ong 

the H au sas  w ho s till  v is it  
th e ir  h o m e to w n s  in  th e  
N o rth . He is N u p e  from  
N ig e r  S ta te , b u t re a d ily  
i d e n t i f i e s  h im s e l f  as  a 
n a tiv e  o f  Ib a g w a  N kw o  
by v ir tu e  o f  b irth . In h is 
w o r d s ,  “ I l iv e  in  th e  
H a u s a  Q u a r te r s  o f  
I b a g w a  N k w o . I h a i l  
f ro m  N ig e r  S ta te .  M y 
b e ing  a n a tiv e  o f  Ibagw a 
N kw o  is a r e s u l t  o f  m y 
g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r ’s 
so jo u rn  he re , in sea rch  o f  
a f e r t i l e  g ro u n d  to  do 
b u s in e s s .  M y p a r e n t s  
w ere  tra d e rs  and se ttle d  
h e r e .  In  th e  c o u r s e  o f  
t im e , th e y  b o u g h t p lo ts  
o f  land , b u ilt  h o u ses  and

w a s  b o rn  a t I b a g w a  
N kw o a lo n g sid e  h is  aged  
b ro th e r s ,  o v e r  s e v e n ty -  
tw o  y e a rs  a g o , an d  h as  
b e e n  l iv in g  in  Ib a g w a  
N kw o sin ce  th en .

H e r e m a r k e d  th a t  he 
has n ev e r re g re tte d  liv in g  
in  Ib a g w a  N k w o . In h is  
w o rd s , “ I b e lie v e  in  the  
o n e n e s s  o f  N ig e r ia .  
I g b o s  a re  in d e e d  an  
e n te rp ris in g  peo p le . T hey 
a re  e g a lita r ia n .”

He sa id  h is c o n v ic tio n  
on h is  b e l i e f  m ad e  him  
m a rry  fo u r  w iv e s  fro m  
N s u k k a :  o n e  f ro m  E ro  
A g u , tw o  f ro m  Ib a g w a  
N kw o, and  the  y o u n g e s t 
o f  th e m  • f ro m  E h a  
A lum ona. A bubakar, w ho 
d i s c lo s e d  th a t  he  h as

in the un ion
O n  his v i s i t s to h is  j

hom eto w n  in N igc r. A lfa I
s a id  w i th o u t  ei^ u iv o -  I
c a tio n , th a t h ith e rto , he 1
u s e d  to  f r e q u e n t N ig e r  I
s ta te , bu t o f  la te . he had 1
r e d u c e d  h is  t r ip s , a n d  ]
th a t he had  taken bagw a I
N k w o  as h is  h o r e, an d  I
n o t  a s e t t l . m e n t ,  V
b ecau se , ‘w here  \ >u live  I
is  y o u r  h o m e He I
r e v e a le d  th a t h is  I
a n ces to rs  w ere bu ried  in 1
Ib a g w a  N k w o , T h u s , 1
here is m y hom e

N o n e th e le s s , h e  1
d is c lo s e d  th a  ' me o f  I
h is  c h i ld re n , a f te th e ir  1
g rad u a tio n  from  s , h o o ls , I
u sed  to  re tu rn  to N gcr to j
s e c u r e  e m p h > m c n t j
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sa settlement in Nsukka
rought us here -  Alfa Abubakar

b e c a u s e  o f  a d e a r th  o f  
jo b s  in the  E ast genera lly .

B aring  h is m ind as w ell, 
Ib rah im  A b u b ak ar, A lfa ’s 
y o u n g e r  b r o th e r ,  s a id  
th a t “ Ig b o s  and  H au sas , 
on  th e  o n e  h a n d  r e la te  
v e ry  w e ll  a n d  
tra d itio n a lis ts , C h ris tia n s  
a n d  M u s l im s  se e  
th em se lv es  as p a rtn e rs  in 
p r o g r e s s .  B y v i r tu e  o f  
th e  f a c t  th a t  a la rg e  
n um ber o f  Ibagw a N kw o 
lo c a l s  a re  M u s l im s ,  
m a k e s  o u r  m u tu a l  
e x i s t e n c e  m o re
p ro g re s s iv e .”

All said and done, it w ill 
be an  o v e r s ta te m e n t  to  
co n c lu d e  th a t th e re  is no 
th r e a t  to  p e a c e  to  
M u s l im s  in  Ib a g w a  
N k w o , a f te r  a l l  h u m a n  
id e o lo g ie s  n a tu r a l l y  
d iffe r, le t a lo n e  a case  o f  
tr ib e s /re lig io n s .

A n in d ig en e  o f  Ibagw a 
N k w o , a C h r is t ia n , w ho 
s o u g h t a n o n y m ity , sa id  
a lth o u g h  th e re  has b een  
p e a c e  a m o n g  th e m ; 
n e v e r th e le s s ,  th e re  a re  
s o m e  id e o l o g i c a l /  
re lig io u s  d iffe re n c es . He 
s a id ,  ‘ o f  c o u r s e ,  

v e ry b o d y  has a r ig h t to 
ive. At tim es  C h ris tia n s  
e fu se  to m arry  M uslim s 
n th e  r e l ig io u s  b a s is ,  
h is  is  b e c a u s e  b o th  
a r t i e s  w o u ld  l ik e  th e  
th e r to  co n v e rt to h is or 
e r r e l i g i o n ;  a n d  so , 
any  p eo p le  w ho w ou ld  
av e  m a r r ie d  h a v e  h ad  
h e ir  p la n s  s c u t t le d  by 
ir tu e  o f  th e ir  re l ig io u s  
i f f e r e n c e s .  S im i la r ly ,  
o m e p a r e n ts  s t i p u l a t e  
hat th e ir  d a u g h te rs  w ill 
e v e r  m a r ry  f ro m  
n o th e r re lig io n . So it is 
is lead in g  to a ffirm  th a t 

11 is ro sy ,” he sa id , but 
d d e d , ‘w e a t te n d  each  
t h e r s ’ m a r r ia g e s

w i th o u t  a n y  s ig n  o f  
d iffe re n c e s , i f  in v ita tio n  
is ex ten d ed  to  u s .”

C o n s id e r in g  th e  is su e  
o f  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  f a c t s  
sh o w  th a t  H a u s a s ,  
a lth o u g h  liv in g  in a ll the 
au to n o m o u s co m m u n itie s  
o f  Ib a g w a  N k w o , h a v e  
th e i r  s e p a ra te  c la n s  in - 
th em se lv es , w hich  rep o rt 
to  the  co m m u n ity  as any 
o th e r  c la n .  S im i la r ly ,  
they  in te g ra te  m ore w ith  
t h e i r  M u s lim
c o u n te rp a r ts .

Isa  Y a k u b u , w h o  w as 
seen  b e s id e  the  m o sq u e , 
s u p p o r te d  th is
d isc rep an cy . He sa id  th a t 
a lth o u g h  Ib ag w a N kw o is 
a h o m e  to  th e  H a u s a s ,  
‘We have  no t g o tten  the 
e o u r a g e  to  c o n te s t  
e le c tiv e  p o s itio n s  such  as 
w ard  c o u n c illo rsh ip s : not 
th a t  w e a re
d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d ,  b u t 
s im p ly  b e c a u s e  w e se e  
o u rs e lv e s  as a m in o rity . 
To e m b a rk  o n  s u c h  
ad v en tu re  seem s to  us to 
b e  a s u ic id e  m is s io n  
w h ich  is no t w orth  it. But 
som e o f  us are  p a r t is a n .”

In  a s im i l a r  v e in ,  
r e c e n t ly ,  th e r e  w a s  a 
sq u ab b le  w h ich  in v o lv ed  
M u slim s and  t r a d it io n a l  
r e l ig io u s  b e l ie v e rs . T he 
p rob lem  w as sp a rk ed  o f f  
b y  the A k a t a k p a  
m a sq u e ra d e s  w h ich  b ea t 
up som e M uslim s and the 
fracas  led  to a co u rt case .

I s a  U k w u a b a , f ro m  
O w e re  a u to n o m o u s  
c o m m u n ity ,  w h o  w h ile  
n a r r a t i n g  th e  " o r d e a l ,  
d is p la y e d  a d eep  c u t in 
h is  f a c e  c a u s e d  by  th e  
m a s q u e r a d e s ,  s a id  th a t  
he  w a s  s u r r o u n d e d  by  
fo u r  A k a t a k p a
m asq u e rad es , w h ich  bea t 
h im  up  b e s id e  th e  
m osque . He sa id  th a t he

“But as they wanted to set the mosque ablaze, Allah refused. 
The fire  caught the clothes o f  one o f the masquerades which 
was already wet with the fuel, and instead o f continuing with 
their wicked mission, the masquerades ran to a bush where 
they de-masked their colleague already in agony. The matter 
almost brought a big problem here, i f  not fo r  the quick 
intervention o f leaders o f  thought, who waded into the matter 
to find  solutions. At any rate, the matter has gone to court. 
although we have reached a truce to settle out o f court. ” He 
added that there could not be any way Muslims could have 
come out to disobey the masquerades with impunity, rather, 
‘we don’t subscribe to such tradition, hence we embarked upon 
our prayers as usual. 99

w a tc h e d  th e
m asq u e rad es  ‘b rin g  ou t a 
g a l lo n  o f  p e t r o l  a n d  
s p r in k l e d  th e  c o n te n t  
a ro u n d  the  m o sq u e  w ith  
the aim  o f  b u rn in g  it. B ut 
as th ey  w an ted  to  se t the 
m o s q u e  a b la z e ,  A lla h  
re fu se d . T he f ire  cau g h t 
the c lo th es  o f  one o f  the 
m a s q u e ra d e s  w h ic h  w as 
a lread y  w et w ith  the fuel, 
and in s tead  o f  co n tin u in g  
w ith  t h e i r  w ic k e d  
m iss io n , the  m asq u erad es  
ran  to  a bush  w here  they  
d e - m a s k e d  th e i r
c o l l e a g u e  a l r e a d y  in 
agony. T he m a tte r  a lm o st 
b r o u g h t  a b ig  p ro b le m  
here , i f  no t fo r the  q u ick  
in te rv e n tio n  o f  le ad e rs  o f  
th o u g h t, w ho w aded  in to  
th e  m a t te r  to  f in d  
so lu tio n s . A t any  ra te , the 
m u tte r has gone to  co u rt, 
a lth o u g h  we have reach ed

a tru c e  to  s e t t le  o u t o f  
c o u r t . ” H e a d d e d  th a t  
th e re  c o u ld  n o t be  an y  
w ay  M uslim s co u ld  have 
com e ou t to  d iso b e y  the  
m a s q u e r a d e s  w ith  
im p u n i ty ,  r a th e r ,  ‘w e 
d o n ’t s u b s c r ib e  to  su ch  
t r a d i t i o n ,  h e n c e  w e 
e m b a r k e d  u p o n  o u r  
p ra y e rs  as u s u a l .” 

C h r is to p h e r  A jib o , on 
h is p art, sa id  th a t h is shop 
w a s  a ls o  b u r n t  by  
A k a t a k p a  m a s q u e ra d e s .  
H e m a in ta in e d  th a t  
‘t r a d i t io n a l ly ,  on N kw o 
A k a ta k p a  m a r k e t  d a y s  
( th e  d a y s  A k a ta k p a  
m a s q u e r a d e s  a re
d e s ig n a te d  to  d isp la y  in 
the  N kw o m ark e t a ren a ), 
no sh o p s  a re  a llo w e d  to 
o p e n . A g a in , e v e ry b o d y  
is  e x p e c te d  to  be  
in d o o rs . B ut on th a t day, 
I o p e n e d  m y shop f o r

b u s in e s s ,  a n d  I w as  
a tta ck ed . It w as the  sam e 
s to r y  f o r  M u s l im s ,  
b e c a u s e  th e y  s h o w e d  
in d i f f e r e n c e  to  th e  
m a s q u e r a d e s  w h ic h  
an g ered  th e m .”

T h a t is n o t a ll. “Som e 
t im e  a g o ,” b e g a n  A lfa  
A bu \) a k a r ,  “ w e
e x p e r ie n c e d  a th r e a t  o f  
r e p r i s a l s ,  a l th o u g h  
a m o n g  th e  y o u th s .  I t  
h ap p en ed  th a t a re lig io u s  
c r i s i s  e r u p te d  in  th e  
N o r th ,  a n d  le d  to  th e  
d ea th  o f  one y o u n g  m an 
f ro m  Ib a g w a  N k w o . 
W hen  th e  re m a in s  w ere  
b r o u g h t  h o m e  ( Ib a g w a  
N k w o ) fo r  b u r ia l ,  som e 
e n ra g e d  Ib a g w a  y o u th s  
o r g a n i s e d  th e m s e lv e s ,  
a n d  b e g a n  to  in s t i g a t e  
th e ir  co lle a g u e s  to lead  a 
r e p r i s a l  a t t a c k  o n  the 
I b a g w a  M u s lim

We experien ced  a th rea t o f  rep r isa ls , a lthough am ong the y o u th s . 
t happened  th a t a re lig iou s cris is  eru p ted  in the N o rth , and  led  to 
he death o f  one yo u n g  man fro m  Ibagw a N kw o. When the rem ains  
ere brou gh t hom e (Ibagwa N kwo) f o r  buria l, som e en raged  Ibagw a  
ouths organ ised  them selves, and  began to in stiga te  th e ir  co lleagues  
o lead  a re p r isa l a ttack  on Ibagw a  M uslim  com m u n ity. They d id  
ot a ttack , bu t there  were som e u n p lea sa n t com m ents which they  
ir c u la te d  th a t were capab le  o f  tr ig g e r in g  o f f  p ro b le m s , save  f o r  
he wise in terven tion  o f  elders, who defen ded  us and also f in e d  the  
erpe tra to rs . H ow ever, our m osque was burn t, bu t s in ce  then, we 
ever experien ced  such ugly in c iden t again ."

com m unity . T hey  did  not 
a t t a c k ,  b u t  th e r e  w e re  
so m e  u n p le a s a n t
c o m m e n ts  w h ic h  th e  
c i r c u l a t e d  th a t  w a - 
cap ab le  o f  tr ig g e rin g  o f  
p r o b le m s ,  s a v e  fo r  the  
w is e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o t 
e ld e rs , w ho d e fe n d e d  u- 
a n d  a ls o  f in e d  th e  
p e r p e t r a to r s .  H o w e v e r , 
o u r  m o sq u e  w as  b u rn t ,  
bu t s in ce  th en , w e never 
e x p e - r ie n c e d  su c h  ugl> 
in c id e n t a g a in .”

M a jo rity  o f  the Hausa-. 
in  I b a g w a  N k w o  a re  
f a r m e r s ,  d r iv e r s  n id  
t r a d e r s .  F in d in g s  show  
th a t  ju s t  a few  o f  them  
e n g a g e  in  w h ite  c o l la r  
j o b s ,  a n d  th e  r e a s o n ,  
a c c o r d in g  to  o n e  o f  
them , is th a t ‘w e a r?  not 
k e e n  in  w o r k in g  fo r  
g o v ern m en t. A g a in , t *re 
is no jo b , and  even  wfr. t 
th e re  is , p o litic s  w ill m 
b e  r u le d  o u t  o f  th  
s e le c t io n ,”

O n a f in a l  n o te ,  ASf 
A bu b ak ar ad v ised  tha t t 
p e a c e  a n d  o n e n e s s  i« 
re ign  in N ig e ria , the sta te  
o f  o r ig in  s y n d ro m e  
shou ld  no t be co n sid e red  
in any  n a tio n a l a ffa ir , to 
en su re  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  a 
tru e  fed e ra lism .

“O nce one is a N ig e rian , 
th e r e  s h o u ld  b e  no 
d ic h o to m y . A ny  p e rso n  
w ho liv e s  in a p lace  for 
ten  y ea rs  shou ld  be seen 
as an in d ig e n e .” He a lso  
ca lled  on the g o v ern m en t 
to in itia te  p eo p le -o rien ted  
p ro je c ts , b e c a u se , in h is  
w o r d s ,  ‘ r e l i g i o u s  cum  
t r i b a l  s q u a b b le s  a re  
cau sed  by f ru s tra tio n  on 
the part o f  the  le d .”
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Stranded pilgrims at MAKIA Pic: Yusha’u Adamu Ibrahim

Yoruba community elects new leader
The Yoruba Com m u 

n ity  in  K ano  has 
e le c te d  C h ie f  

G an iyu  A kanb i B ello  as 
their new leader during at a 
ceremony that took place at 
a palace on Em ir Road in 
Sabon G a r i .

Dr. B e llo , d u rin g  the 
handing over ceremony, a t­
ten d ed  by m any Y oruba 
w’; th in  an d  o u ts id e  th e  
state, p ro rr^ e d  to use the 
p rs iti ,'.i  conferred on him 
to consolidate the already- 
.K isting un ity  o f  Yoruba 
com m unity in Kano.

T h e  new  O ba a lso  
commended the interim and 
out-going Oba for the re­
sp o n s ib le  le a d e rsh ip  he 
<t r onstrated for the com- 
n ity , sa y in g  th a t has

'e the com m unity more 
efficient in the state.

Dr. Bello further stated 
that his door would be open 
to any m em ber o f  the com ­
munity, adding that all must 
have good in ten tio n  and 
good id eas  to  m ove the 
community forward.

Thereafter, the transfer 
o f  the m antle o f  leadership 
to the new Oba was per­
form ed by the Oba Olowo, 
with the Yoruba elders d is­
closing that the out-going 
O b a , A lh a ji  A b d u lla h i 
S a lih u  O low o w ou ld  be

In h.js£p^ech,.pi;.,,liipppt,

From Aliyu S. Machika,
Correspondent (Kano)

A yelangbe the p re s id en t 
Y o ru b a  C o u n c il K an o , 
(YCK) called on members o f 
the com m unity to cooper­
ate with the new leader and

further adm onished m em ­
bers o f  Yoruba Com m unity 
against rum our-m ongering 
and back-biting w hich, ac­
cording to him , could eas­
ily destroy the community.

In a separate interview  
w ith  n ew sm en  a f te r  the

handing over, A lhaji Bello 
who is also an am bassador 
o f  Oyo state indigenes in 
the North, prom ised to do 
everything possible to eco- 
n o m ic a lly  e m p o w e r its  
m em bers in particular and 
the entire Yoruba com m u­
nity in general.

Aide tasks appointee on probity
T

he com m issioner for 
Zakkat commission, 
A lh a ji A dam u 

G w aram  has ad v ised  the 
newly-appointed director o f  
the co m m iss io n , M alam  
A hm ad  S h u a ’a ib u  to  be 
g o d -fea rin g , acco u n tab le  
and transparent in the dis­
charge o f  his responsibili­
ties.

A lh a ji G w aram , w ho 
spoke at the official handing 
over ceremony, also told the 
new director-general that he 
should prepare to confront 
n u m ero u s c h a lle n g e s  on 
how to move the com m is­
sion forward.

The commissioner noted 
that S h ari’ah com m ission 
n eed s h a rd w o rk in g  and 
trustworthy managers, con­
sidering the task o f  collect­
ing  and d is tr ib u tio n  o f  
Zakkat.

He said governm ent is 
always careful in making ap-

p le m e n t its  e ffo r t are  
brought in.

A lh a ji G w aram  e x ­
pressed optim ism  that the 
appointment o f  the new di- 
rector-general would yield 
fruitful results by way o f  
enhancing the activities o f  
the commission, even as he 
charged the entire members 
o f  s ta f f  to  o f fe r  a ll the  
needed support.

In his remark, the o u tg o -' 
ing director-general, Alhaji 
Kabir Sani Hanga said his 
exit from the com m ission 
should not be perceived as 
the end o f  his contributions 
to the developm ent o f  the 
commission.

According to him, “the 
opportunity given to me by 
Kano state governm ent to 
serve as the d irector-gen­
eral was a thing o f  pride to 
m e, w h ich  w as w hy I 
adopted effective measures 
to overhaul the com m is­

sion to treat his predeces­
sor, the same way they dealt 
to him, adding that “we are 
all here to serve the people 
o f  the state.”

pointtpeqts jntp t|ie £otnnp;i&- sion,.” ,• . h ,
; siQ.n,i ?Sl t^ p p fy /y ^ io jia p y f , bir*ve s d.u
1 individuals who /coujd^ptn" « vised ^taff y f  t|ieifc (y n jn ^ -,

Hajj: Bayero 
wants FG to 
change tack

T
he E m ir o f  K ano, 
A lhaji Ado Bayero 
has expressed con­

cern over the country’s lin­
gering problem s o f Hajj ex­
e rc ise , even as he urged  
the federal governm ent to 
change its style o f  organ­
izing the annual ritual.

A lh a ji  B a y e ro  w ho 
spoke when he paid a tra­
d itional Sallah hom age to 
G o v e rn o r  Ib ra h im
S h ek arau  at the  g o v e rn ­
ment house, expressed d is­
m ay th a t  th e  p e re n n ia l  
h i tc h e s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
Hajj have underm ined the 
im age o f  the nation and its 
citizens.

The Em ir stressed that 
a ll h a n d s  sh o u ld  be on 
deck in bring ing  an end to 
the se rie s  o f  d iff ic u ltie s  
being experienced  by the 
intending pilgrim s.

He observed  that as a 
g ian t o f  A fric a , N ig e ria  
should evolve policies that 
w o rth y  o f  e m u la tio n  by 
other nations, saying that 
th e  u n w ie ld y  n a tu re  o f  
p reparations that has been 
bedeviling  hajj operations 
should be discarded.

Alhaji Bayero however, 
en jo ined states local gov­
e rn m e n ts  an d  o th e r  
stakeholders to jo in  forces 
by  in i t i a t in g  m e a s u re s  
aim ed at checkm ating the 
problem s adding that it is

From Mustapha Isah K m a
Correspondent (Kano)

 V -------  —•—  ----------

a duty requiring  collec: \c  
effort.

W h ile  la m e n tin g  he 
spate o f  arm ed robber\ - 
c id en ts  in the  s ta te , the 
em ir made a passionate ap­
peal on the g o v e rn m cri 
and other security  oper.i 
tives to, as a m atter o f  ur­
gency, find  lasting  so u- 
tion to the m enace.

R esponding, gov erro t 
Shekarau said his admin 
is tra tion  has prom ptly re­
sponded to the challenge•> 
o f  in secu rity  in a bid to 
m inim ize the suffering of 
p ilg rim s, saying the mo - e 
y ie lded  fru itfu l result 
also said governm ent ha> 
co n tin u ed  to  co llabo ra te  
w ith security  agents in the 
figh t aga in st arm ed ro^ 
bery and other social ill>

Gov Shekarau

COMPASS mobilises PTAi

chairmen on prudence
p arent Teachers Asso 

c ia tio n s  [PT A s] in 
K an o  s ta te  h a v e  

been en jo in ed  to  im bibe 
the p rincip les o f  account­
ab ility , transparency  and 
dedication  w hile handling 
the financial affa irs o f  the 
a s s o c ia tio n , an in te rn a ­
tional N on-G overnm ental 
O rganization , C om m unity 
Action For Participation in 
the Social Sector, [CO M ­
PA SS] m ad e  th e  c a ll 
through its central office 
coordinator o f  com m unity/ 
PTA t r a in in g ,  A lh a ji  
Adamu Khfrlid.

A lh a ji  K h a l id  w as  
j sp ea ,k in g  a ^  fn twjoi-day 
. w °F;N?9P l? r  p>Tk

m en, secretaries and treas­
urers o f  ten local govern­
m en t a re a s  on e f fe c tiv e  
w a y s  o f  im p ro v in g  th e  
sk ills  o f  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in 
b e tte r  fin an c ia l m an ag e­
ment.

D e c la r in g  th e  w o rk ­
shop open, w hich was o r­
g a n iz e d  by  C O M P A S S  
Kano field  office , the co ­
o rd in a to r  sa id  the even t 
w as desig n ed  to educate  
and en ligh ten  the partic i­
pan ts on the need to  re ­
vam p their efforts tow ards 
ensuring  v iab le  financial 
report and m anagem ent.

He said effective finan­
cial nga/iagqinent', is ithe

m ent o f  any organizatior 
urging the partic ipan ts to 
im plem ent the s tra teg ies 
learned during  the work 
shop.

Alhaji Khalid, who sai^: 
th e  w o rk sh o p  w ill con 
tin u e  on m o n th ly  b a s is  
h o w e v e r , s o l ic i te d  the  
su p p o rt o f  s ta te  govern 
m e n t an d  o th e r  
stakeholders towards m ak­
ing it successful.

In h is  w e lc o m e  a d ­
d re s s ,  th e  a c t in g  team  
leader on the COM PASS 
Malam Baballe Garba Sa id 
explained that train ing 
also  aim ed aU sensitizine 
the f>a>?ticipan;t$t0 n the *c-

, bedrpc^ forirapid deyelpg-  ̂tivijjes the organization
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Jbeju crisis: 10 charged to court
T Jen persons have been 

charged before a Yaba 
Magistrate Court over 

the recent disturbances that 
engulfed Ibeju Local Govern­
ment area o f Lagos state.

The accused persons, ar­
rested on December 29th last 
year are Shola Agunbiade, 
Lukeman Ayanlaja, Shitta 
Idowu, Jamiu Salami, Aransi 
Busari, N ikepo Awolowo, 
Ajofoyinbo Asunle, Abiodun 
O gun la ja  and Paul 
Omotoyinbo.

Four of the accused were 
slammed with an 11 -  count 
charge before Justice Alii 
Balogun’s Magistrate Court. 
Their offences, committed 
along w ith others still at 
Large, include conspiracy to 
felony to with stealing and 
assault occasioning harm; an 
offence punishable under 
section C. 17; Vol. 11 Laws of 
Lagos state 2003.

They were also alleged to

Stories by Olumide 
Bajulaiye, Correspondent | 

(Lagos) ___ |
iave stolen N360,~0o0 belbng- 
ing to the council as well as 
another N 100, 000 and two 
Nokia handsets belonging to 
the Council Chairman, Bayo 
Balogun.

The accused were also 
charged with willful damage 
or cause to damage two wind 
screens and four door 
glasses o f  one Land Rover 
Discovery Jeep with registra­
tion number LG 15 AKD, be­
longing to the council.

A lso dam aged w as a 
Nissan Primera with number 
LG 05 AKD and a Mazda 626 
car with registration number 
LG 03 AKD, a Peugeot 504 sa­
loon car among other proper­
ties valued a tN 2 million.

The case was adjourned 
to January 30. Ibeju local gov­
ernment has been in crisis be­
ginning late last year with al­

legations that a special ad­
viser in the presidency was

behind it. The crisis boiled 
over following an attempt to

downgrade a traditional ruler 
in the area, but was reported

to have been resisted by his 
colleagues.

LASG, VIIRA oppose FG over car park
T he Lagos State Gov 

erament and the Victo 
ria Island Residents 

Association (VIIRA) at the 
weekend kicked against the 
planned conversion o f  the 
O zum ba M badiw e/A kin  
Adesola loops in Victoria Is­
land to car parks by the Fed­
eral Ministry of Works.

They also objected to the 
conversion o f  loops and road 
setbacks in any parts o f  the 
state saying such a move is 
capable o f creating chaos.

Affirming government’s 
opposition at the weekend, 
Commissioner for the Envi­
ronment, Tunji Bello main­
tained that the federal minis­
try of works has no business 
with establishment and main­
tenance o f car parks which is

Buyers and sellers carrying out their business along the Rail Lines at Yaba after the holidays
  _ Pix: Oladipupo Odunewu

the prerogative o f  the local 
governments, going by the 
provisions o f the 1999 con­
stitution.

Speaking while on tour of 
on-going vegetal control of 
major highways by the Emer­
gency Sanitation Services of 
the ministry, ]3ello noted that 
any attempt by the Federal 
ministry o f works to convert 
loops in the state to car parks 
would be a flagrant disobedi­
ence o f the directive o f the 
President who has directed 
the ministry to face its statu­
tory responsibility o f  road 
construction  and m ain te ­
nance.

According to Bello, not 
only are parks matters the 
duty o f councils going by the 
provision o f the constitution, 
a court has also affirmed the 
same position. He expressed 
regrets at the brazen disobe­
dience to the directives o f the 
President, which stated that 
the Federal M in istry  o f  
Works should face its road 
repair job, rather than dissi­
pate energies on jurisdictions 
that are not its Concerns. Car 
parks related issues are by 
provision of 1999 constitution 
a Local Government Affair as 
was also affirmed by a court 
order.

In k icking against the 
move, VIRA said that turning 
the loops into car parks would 
turn Victoria Island into an­
other slum as well as breed­
ing ground for touts and area 
boys.

A female VIIRA official 
who craved anonymity also 
said that the action of the fed­
eral ministry o f  works would

compound traffic congestion 
around the area.

The association, she said, 
had applauded the new rap­
prochement between the State 
and Federal Government, but 
regretted th new position.

“We s uddenly woke up to 
find notices erected by the 
Federal M inistiy o f  Works 
stating that the .oops are to 
be tu rned  into car parks, 
which we are greatly opposed 
to.

“In view o f this develop­
ment, we are hereby urging 
the State Government to help 
stop this act. Any attempt to 
destroy the serenity o f  the 
environment as well as further 
destroy the master plan o f the

area shall be greatly resisted", 
she said.

According to VIIRA, the 
spaces in question had ear­
lier been given to them, to be 
beautified adding that while 
they were on it, they were 
chased away by staff o f the 
Federal Ministry o f Work'

“It is now suiprising to 
see notices o f  car parks to be 
constructed by the Federal 
Ministry o f Works on a land 
that we were planning to beau­
tify”.

But, the com m issioner 
appealed to residents to main­
tain the peace, even as he 
promised to pass on their re­
quest through the State Gov - 
emor to the President.

Tinubu assures protesting 
military pensioners of payment

G overnor Bola Ahmed 
'T inubu  o f  Lagos 
state on Sunday told 

protesting military pensioners 
that the Federal Government 
has worked out an enhanced 
welfare package for them.

Some military pensioners 
had protested at this year’s 
Armed Forces Remembrance 
Day at the Tafawa Balewa 
Square, demanding the pay­
m ent o f  their accum ulated 
pension arrears.

But the governor noted 
that following the persistent 
protests by the military pen­
sioners the state government 
had officially written to the 
federal government on their 
behalf.

According to the gover­
nor, the federal government 
replied the state, claiming that

Striking LASUTH staff to be paid soon - NMA boss
I"ndications emerged week 

end tha t all dem ands 
-m ade by the aggrieved 

Resident Doctors o f the La- 
! gos State University Teach- 
| ing Hospital (LASUTH) will 

be met by the end o f January 
2006.

President o f  the Lagos 
State branch o f the Nigerian 
Medical Association (NMA), 

. Dr. Mathew Izegbu who dis- 
. closed this in a chat in Lagos 

also confirmed that the state 
government has rescinded 
its decision to sack the doc- 

j tors for embarking on an> in­
dustrial action latter signilig

government.
Top on the doctor’s de­

mands includes, payment of 
the deducted Call Duty allow­
ances and the 22 per cent in­
crease in basic salary o f the 
aggrieved doctors as well as 
arrears since November 2005. 
The State government agreed 
to be meet all the demands.

Izegbu said: “We have 
m et the C om m issioner o f 
health, Dr. Leke Pitan with the 
agreement and government 
has given us their word that 
the demands o f  the doctors 
will be met by the end of Janu­
ary1 this'yehr.a'Theife WaS an

an agreerngfifWith1 the >s?atfe 1 agreement sifjrftd 'b^tht pari­

ties and we are acting based 
on the agreement.

“The Commissioner has 
made a firm promise that the 
state government will defi­
nitely honour the agreement 
by the end o f the month. We 
are not doubting their prom­
ise because there will be no 
need doubting them since the 
agreement was signed by the 
commissioner and the perma­
nent secretary o f the minis­
try”.

Izegbu who disclosed that 
the NMA had waded into the 
crisis, explained that the strike 
would havfe been averted if 

1 the congress cjf the Assocht- ■

tion o f  R esiden t D octors 
(LASUTH-ARD) had acted 
on the ag reem ent ea rlie r 
signed by both parties but 
rather they sought for a con­
firmation o f the agreement. 
This, he said, was apparently 
to avoid a situation when 
promises were made and not 
fulfilled.

“The major problem was 
that the ag reem ent was 
signed by the president o f the 
associa tion , but w hen he 
went back to the congress, 
the members rejected it and 
found it very difficult to think 
that their owh President c6uld 
go Mr&ad' and’si^H 'sifcfr'a '

document on their behalf. So, 
they claimed that what they 
needed was a confirmation of 
the agreement because it has 
happened in the past when 
such promises were made and 
not fulfilled.

“G overnm ent was in a 
hurry to have sacked them but 
it is understandable because 
they were also underpressure 
to avoid a situation whereby 
a patient gets to the ward and 
find out that the doctors are 
not there.

It is a self mechanism to 
ensure that all is well in the 
hospital. Since the ARDis our 
affilikte/, We will ensure that the 
agrfeefrieht'ls rhett” '  Bl 01 11

it is only after the verification 
and authentication of all mili­
tary pensioners had been 
completed that all outstand­
ing allowances would be paid 
with the enhanced package.

The governor told the re­
tired soldiers that only the 
federal government has re­
sponsibility for the armed 
forces, adding however that 
the state government would 
continue to mount pressure 
on Abuja on their behalf.

The governor expressed 
worry that members o f the 
armed forces who served the 
nation meritoriously are be­
ing made to suffer before col­
lecting their legitimate entitle­
ments.

He charged Nigerians to 
continue to pray for the soul s 
o f  those who paid the su­
preme price in their quest to 
ensure that Nigeria remains 
one, em phasizing that the 
honour o f dedicating a week 
o f activities in their memory 
is not too much.

Tinubu also emphasized 
the need for Nigerians to pray 
for peace to continue to reign 
and also sought God’s wis­
dom for all leaders at all lev­
els o f governance.

The governor had earlier 
laid a wreath in memory of the 
fallen  so ld ie rs , w ith the 
deputy governor, Otunba

Femi Pedro, Speaker of 
state House o f  Assem bly, 
Adeyem i Ikuforiji, C h ief 
Judge Ade Alabi and repre­
sentatives o f  the N igerian 
Army, Navy, Air force Police 
and Oba of Lagds took their 
tum'to'&lso lay •wfe^thS1. 11
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The Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC), the independent 
re g u ia to ry  body estab lished to  m o n ito r  and regu la te  the  
Telecommunication Sector in Nigeria, engages in numerous activities 
intended to ensure high quality telecom services in the interest of all 
stakeholders. The NCC commissioned a research that rated the services 
provided by each GSM Service Provider on specific parameters and 
evaluated the incidence of individual user problems on one hand, and 
complaints handling bytheService Providers, on theotherhand.

In Benin and Kano, more than 70% of respondents claimed that with M-Tel 
service they wouid dial more than three times before getting connected.

In Calabar and Bauehi, MTN subscribers (79% and 68% respectively) were also 
experiencing problems having to dial more than 3 times before getting any 
connection. Similarly, Globacom and V-Mobile in Abuja (67% and 56% 
respectively) and Owerri (45% and 63% respectively) experienced difficulties 
in providing services quickly.

- Specifically, the study was aimed at measuring the quality of service ^WHETHER SUBSCRIBER HAS A BREAK /  INTERRUPTION WHEN CONNECTED 
delivered by the operators in various loc itions across Nigeria, in terms of the' Survey shows V-Moblle 74%, MTN 76%, Glo 77% and M-Tel 83%
following range of attributes:

(a) Network Efficiency: Call Set Up and Call Interruption,
(b) Termination of Calfs,

of sending messages,
Billing: Call tim ing and Voice Call/SMS charges, 
Credit balanceinformation, cind

experienced interruption when connected.
Whether Subscriber Has Break/1 rvtemption When Connected

echarq[jiny

o lim ‘ *oen
rrm is E t Q  -

■ he  Commission engaged Decision Supper Systems Limited, an 
independent consultant, for [the analysis of] thi. study. The fieldwork fo r ' 

“this study was carried out and supervised by NCC-trained personnel 
ween August and September 200b This Report is, therefore, an 

Interpretation o f the findings based on the structured Questionnaires [used 
for th^fieldwork] supplied totheConsultant.

  VTIONS/SAMPLING POINTS AND SAMPLE SIZE / DISTRIBUTION
phe  study was conducted across Nigeria, and involved a total of 20,000 

Terviews; however, the effective sample size o f 7882 was achieved and 
distribution in the various locations was as folio v .:

OCATI ONS -M  o b i le MTN | Globacom M -T e li Total

i h arcourt

gu
rt (Benin City, Auchi. Ekpoma] 

[Lagos Metropolis* lkorodu|
3T__________

»ara[Ilorin. Of fa]
|AL

SO
278

156

634
205
256

4468

289
318

203
216

711

361
978

6807

151
106
109
214
554
462
318
216
611

4287

I 126 
47 
67 

110 
74

137

18
155

2320

1000
830

1372

600

1000
1960
1800

_aao_
2000

17882"

RVIEW AND CONCLUSIONS
Networks have provided varying levels of quality of services across the 
ions. Quality of service has only been ‘fair1 generally. The Networks 
Id require improvements in the following core service quality areas:

AVERAGE NUMBER OF DIALS BEFORE GETTING A CALL THROUGH

Generally, all the operators performed poorly in the area of number of 
times that users dial before a connection is made. Only less than half of 
the subscribers on each of the Networks gattheir calls through on the 1 st 

2nd dial (V-Mobile 49%, MTN 46%, Globacom 47%, and M-Tel 33%). 
other words, subscribers who dial 3 times or more were: M-Tel 63%,

150%, Globacom 50%, V-Mobile49%.

Average Number of Dial Before Getting Through (1-2 Times)

► SLCBACOM

> WHETHER SUBSCRIBERS GET CONNECTED BUT HAVE NO VOICE AUDIO

An overwhelming number of subscribers in all the Networks experienced 
this problem of “getting connected but have no voice audio”: M-Tel 72%, 
V-M obile 71 %, Globacom 71%, and MTN 70%.

Whether Subsciber Get Connected but Have No Voice Audio

In Calabar, Port-Harcourt and Enugu over 90% of users in all the Networks 
complained of being connected but do not have audio or hear their called 
party. All the networks users experienced this problem, especially in Calabar 
(MTN 93%) and Port-Harcourt (M-Tel 96%), which was most prevalent in the 
M-Tel network (72% on aggregate).

> WHETHER SUBSCRIBER HEARS CALLING PARTY LOUDLY

Majority of subscribers said they hear their calling party loudly whenever 
they successfully connect to their calling party and they have voice audio: 
V-Mobile 82%, Globacom 82%, M-Tel 82%, and MTN 81%

Whether Subsciber Hears Calling Party Loudly

■ML,

   j

1*
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> WHETHER t  CRIBER SOMETIMES GETS CONNECTED TO 
A NUMBER jT  DIALED

Subscriber .at experienced this problem were M-Tel 38%, followed by 
V-M obite ' %, MTN 32% and then Globacom 28%

Wf tet Subscriber Sometimes Get Connected to Number Not Dialed

VMOBILE MTN GLOBACOM MTEL

The four networks were fairly good in connecting people to the numbers 
dialed (M-Tel 62%, V-Mobile 66%, MTN 68%, and Globacom 72%). In 
Maiduguri (V-Mobile 69%, MTN 68%) and Bauchi (MTN 60%, M-Tel 60%), 
the operators largely seemed to have problems that result in connections to 
numbers not dialed.

^WHETHER SUBSCRIBER SUDDENLY GETS CUT OFF WHILE CONVERSING

Majority of subscribers in the Networks (M-Tel 71 %, MTN 67%, V-Mobile 
64%, and Globacom 64%) experienced very high incidences of dropped 
calls (i.e., calls cutting off while conversing) as shown in the diagram below. 
This problem is more prominent in Port Harcourt than in any other place 
w ith a complaint level of over 78%. On the other hand, Maiduguri 
experienced less dropped calls (with a complaint level of over 42% on 
aggregate) compared to most other parts of Nigeria.

Whether or not Subscriber suddenly get cut off while Conversing

□  Y »
□  NO

OCCURRENCE OF “CREDIT NOT REFLECTED AT ALL' 
FROBLEMJN RECHARGING

Subscribers experienced credit not r>: fleeted at all” in th< 
follows: M-Tel 39%, Globacom 39%, MTN35%, and V-f

Occurrence of “Credit not Reflected at all "Problem in Recharging

VMOBILE MTN GLOBACOM MTEL

^WHETHER SUBSCRIBER EXPERIENCED NON-RESPONSE FROM THE SYSTEM
Subscribers experienced non-response from the recharge platform as follows 
M-Tel 54%, Globacom 52%, MTN 51 %, and V-Mobile 50%

Whether Subscriber Experience Non Response from System

VMOetLE MTN GLOBACOM MTEL

Between 31 - 41% of subscribers in all the Networks claimed credit are not 
correctly reflected during recharge. This is not as bad as the 50% to 69% of 
respondents that alleged no response from the system and unavailability of 
service, in ail areasand in all thenetworks.

All operators provided poor service in theform of "unavailable service* in 
Port Harcourt (V-Mobile 84%, MTN 85%, Globacom 70%, and M-Tel 87%) 
and Enugu (M-Tel 96%, V-Mobile 92%, MTN 51 %, and Globacom 92%).

CUSTOMER SERVICE

► REPEAT COMPLAINTS
About half of the subscribers in each of the Network have experienced 
repeated complaints. The performances of the Networks with respect to 
"repeat complaints* were: M-Tel 56%, Globacom 53%, MTN 50%, and 
V-Mobile 46%.

60
Repeat Complaints

RECHARGING OP PHONE CREDIT
All the Networks had at one time or another, during the period of review, 
come short o f having its account support services available at the times 
needed subscribers.

>  OCCURRENCE OF "SERVICE UNAVAILABLE* PROBLEM IN RECHARGING
Highest occurrence: M-Tel 69%, then V-Mobile 65%, MTN 63%, and 

Globacom 61%

Occurrence of “Service Unavailable" Problem in Recharging

50- 

40—f 

30“ 

20-

10-

to

VMOBILE MTN GLOSACOM MTEL

The highest incidents of repeat complaints occurred in Enugu with Globacom 
(98%). Maidugiri (V-mobile 39%, Globacom 30%) and Abuja (MTN 46%) 
had the lowest percentage of subscribers that believed that Providers' 
Representatives deal w ith subscribers with respect.

Network Not Available was the major repetitive complaint against all the 
Service Providers; though this was relatively higher among MTN subscribers 
(60%), followed by M-Tel users (59%), Globacom users (55%) and V-Mobile 
users (44%). Other complaints that occurred frequently were Low Network 
Coverage by 10% of all GSM users, Web Access (14% of all users), and Text 
Message problems (by 7% of all users).

► PROMPT HANDLING OF COMPLAINTS
A sizeable number of subscribers (V-Mobile 60%, Globacom 58%, MTN 
57%, and M-Te! 54%) commended the operators for handing complaint? 
promptly. Overall, subscribers™ Port Harcourt re*tedthHtetvwwterhigb^'
of all the study areas with 80% of the respondents claiming promptness i r 
handlina complaints
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WHETHER COMPLAINTS ARE RESOLVED CORRECTLY 
Complaints were mostly resolved correctly V-Mobiie 78%, MTN 7 5%, 
Globacom 77%, and M-Tel 76% users had their complaints well resolved 
However, about a quarter of subscribers (MTN 25%, M-Tel 24%, V-Mobile 
23%, and Globacom 23%) claimed that their problems were not resolved 
correctly.

► AVERAGE RESPONSE TIME
Lessth^n 1 Hour: Globacom 56%, V-Mobile 50%, MTN 49%, and M-Tel 
46%
M o re th a n l Hour: M-Tel 25%, MTN 21%, V-MObile 17%, and
Globacom 15%

A good percentage of respondents (V-Mobile 50%, MTN 49%, Globacom 
56%, and M-Tel 46%) expressed that their complaints were handled in less 
than one hour.

BILLING OF CALLS AND SMS

► SATISFACTION OR OTHERWISE WITH PER MINUTE TIMING
Subscribers werenot generally happy with their Networks regarding Per 
Minute Billing, w ith MTN 59%, Globacom 58%, V-Mobile54%, and M-Tel 
44% of subscribers said "No". The percentage is so high in Ibadan (MTN 
88%, Globacom 81 %) compare to other locations Most subscribers are 
happier w ith M-Tel.

► SATISFACTION OR OTHERWISE WITH PER SECOND TIMING
Subscribers were happier w ith per second tim ing/b illing  in their Networks 
(V-Mobile58%, MTN 54%, Globacom 55%and M-Tel 68%). However, 
those not satisfied with the Per Second Billing were mainly MTN 46%, 
Globacom 45%, V-Mobile 42%, and M-Tel 32%. Again, most subscribers 
were happiest w ith the M-Tel network.

► WHETHER BILLED FOR UNSENT MESSAGES OR NOT
Many subscribers said they were billed for unsent messages M-Tel 37%, 
MTN 37%; Globacom 35%, and V-Mobile32%.

Whether Billed for unsent Messages

Q8B

NO

YES

J
]5S

|5
l l t l f f l i § "Mw

_157

, J 37
— _____ l i l l§ j3 7

J32

□mtcl 
□ globacom ! 
Bmtn
□V-MP8IUE .

10 20 30 40 so so 70

» WHETHER BILLED FOR CALL ATTEMPTS THAT DO NOT GET CONNECTED
Most respondents claimed to have oeen billed for call attempts that do not 
get connected: M-Tel (41%) had thehighest% of its users who complained 
followed by MTN 35%, Globacom 35%, and V-Mobile 25%.

Whether Billed for Call Attempts that do not get connected

MTEL

GLOBACOM I

MTN

V-MOBILE

»

|  : : : ~ . : t  _ B  NO 
I !  YES
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SMS SERVICE

20 30 40 50 60 70

Whether SMS Service is Sati-f. .̂ory c T=mety Delivery

VMOBILE MTN GLOBACOM MTEL

WHETHER SMS SERVICE IS SATISFACTORY ON CORRECT BILLING 
A sizeable number of subscribers (M-Tel 32%, MTN 30%, V-Mobiie 28%, 
and Globacom 26%) were unsatisfied with SMS billing. However, over 
50% of respondents (69.5% at aggregate) believed that SMS billings were 
accurate, and correctly delivered (Globacom 72%, V-Mobile 72%, MTN 
67% and M-Tel 67%). There were some non-responses that accounted for 
the difference between those satisfied and unsatisfied.

Whether SMS Service is Satisfactory on Correct Billing
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WHETHER SUBSCRIBER RECEIVES UNSOLICITED MESSAGES FROM 
OPERATORS
Customers of V-Mobile (67%) receive the most unsolicited messages than 
Other operators (M-Tel 57%, Globacom 64%, and MTN 66%). A small 
percentage (V-Mobiie 19%, MTN 19%, Giobacom 16%, and M-Tel 16%i of 
respondents wereindifferentto being solicited by messages.

Whether Subscriber Receives Unsolicited Messages from Operators
80
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However, some subscribers (V-Mabile 17.8%, MTN 25.3%, Globacom 17.8' .* 
and M-Tei 7.2%) found unsolicited messages sometimes disturbing (although 
in some locations, the sizes are quite considerable, about 50%). Nevertheiesr 
amongst those who responded to the former question, V-Mobiie 19,5%, 
MTN 26.7% and Globacom 17.8% showed interest in receiving thest 
’unsolicited' messages and acknowledged usefulness o f the messages.

OTHER SALIENTTELECOMMUMICATION ISSUES

► WHETHER THE PRICES OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTS IS 
REASONABLE
Majority of the subscribers found the current prices unreasonably too 

Whether the Price oi Ifetecommgnications Products is Reasonable

WHETHER SMS SERVICE IS SATISFACTORY ON TIMELY DELIVERY
A sizeable proportion of subset bers (M-Toj 39^>, ]Vn$l£8% j3lpbacpm  
25%, and V-Mobile 2 5%) expressed dis-AtisT&cfiofs the tim e/ ’ - 
promptness of delivery of SMS ressaqe l.^ A A * A ' ^^mobils

W.T- *1
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CHARGES CONSIDERED MORE REASONABLE
The average charges the subscribers considered more reasonable were: 
R^inutecall -N17 Per Second call-2 9  Kobo
Per SMS text message -N 5 Per MMS message-N9.5

► KNOWLEDGE THAT ONE COULD COMPLAIN TO NCC
Many of the subscribers (43% overall) were aware thatthey could 
complain to NCC; largely distributed asfollows: M-Tel 46%, MTN 44%, 
V-Mobile42%, and Globacom 40%. However, over half of the subscribers 
were unaware they could complain to NCC to resolve their problems: 
Globacom 58%, V-Mobile 56%, MTN 54%, and M-Tel 53%.

Dial 3 X / More Before Connected To Number Not
Getting Call Dialed

VMb MTN Glo M-Td V-Mo MTN Glo M-Tef
Aggregate 47 50 49 63 34 32 28 38

% % % % % % % %
Abuja 56 63 67 70 38 35 27 38
Kaduna ind Zaria 39 50 45 69 41 36 28 39
Kano <51 53 39 72 39 42 35 ~U
Maiduguri 41 42 53 51 69 68 54 30
Jos 33 38 47 54 46 29 34 57
Bauehi 57 68 49 36 19 60 31 60
Calabar 45 79 50 57 15 14 20 43
Port Harcourt 44 47 20 27 27 28 17 25
Owerri 63 54 45 62 33 31 41 42
Enugu 37 59 61 49 19 33 13 27
Benin 51 60 58 78 22 51 23 18
Lagos 35 39 50 58 31 37 34 56
fcadan 46 41 42 45 15 27 22 28
Kwara 46 36 33 44 40 25 32 32

Connected But H ave N o  Voice Cut O ff While Conversing

V-Mob MTN Glo M-Tel V-Mo MTN Glo M-Tel
A aareaate 71 70 71 72 64 67 64 71

% % % % % % % %
Abuja 71 70 72 75 67 69 60 73
Kaduna ind. Zaria 76 77 68 79 29 67 59 71
Kano 86 80 63 88 74 77 73 67
Maiduguri 64 42 52 72 47 34 34 54
Jos 72 71 69 81 57 64 74 71
Bauchi 42 38 69 83 32 36 58 69
Calabar 84 93 73 85 65 59 75 70
Port Harcourt 89 85 82 96 84 78 79 91
Owerri 71 70 67 64 52 62 51 62
Enugu 95 72 97 89 69 57 60 82
Benin 59 70 68 72 62 71 70 73

In general, the Networks performed fairly well in Dialing Few Times 
Before Getting Call and Getting Connections to  the Number Dialed, 
but did poorly in Cutting Off While Conversing and worse in 
Connections W ithout Voice Audio. Specifically, the Networks urgently 
need improvements in specific locations where comparatively large 
proportions of subscribers have complained, viz.:

This [report] result is in sharp contrast to the results of an earlier study, carried 
out by NCC in April 2004, in which an overwhelming 70% of respondents 
were unaware that they could lay complaints with the NCC, and conversely 
then, a meager 28% claimed to be aware. There was a remarkable 
improvement in awareness of the functions of NCCs Consumers Affairs 
Bureau.

SUMMARY OF CALL SET UP BY NETWORKS AND LOCATIONS
Figures below show % of Network subscribers who complained in each
Location

VM SLE
Connections W fuut Voice Aufo Erupj (99%), Port Harca*t(89%), Kano 

(80**,Calabar©***
Cutting Off \Artle Conversing Port Harcourt (84%)

WIN Connections VW nit Voice A jrfo Calaber (93%), Port H am it 0SX), Kano (SOW
GLOBACOM ComectioraVtffiout Voice Audo Enugu (97%), PortHarait(82%)

Port Haicout (90%), Eruju(89%), Kano 88%
MTCL ComactioK VWuutVoice Audo Calaber (85%), Jos (81%), Baud* (83%), Ibacfen 

(83%), Lagps (82%)
Cutting Off WHIe Conversing PortHarnxrt(91%), Eru ĵ(S2%)

CONCLUSIONS

The results presented in this report reflect the experiences of subscribers 
as they perceived the quality of services offered to them by their 
respective providers, up to and including the period of the 
administration of the information gathering instrument. The situation 
of each Network might have changed subsequently. The present results 
indicate that the performance of the GSM Networks in Nigeria is still a 
Far cry from expectation of the consumers.

The Commission intends to monitor and publish the Networks 
performance indicators for quality of service on a Quarterly basis.

Engr. Ernest Ndukwe o fr
Executive Vice-Chairman/CEO

Nigerian Communications 
Commission

Benue Plaza, Plot 72, Ahmadu Bdo Yfay; 
Central Business District, Abuja, 
le t 09-2344591-2,2340330. 

Rue 09-2344589. E-mail: na@ncc.gov.ng 
http:www.ncc.gov.flg
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SIGNED:

His Excellency,
Alhaji Muhatnmed Dan jura a Goje 

(Sarkin Yakin (iornbe) 
Executive Governor of Gombe State

60MBI STATE GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
Tribute to a Founding Father •

Our great nation has lost a rare gent 
Indeed your labour shall never be in 

vain. You We given us hope and 
direction as a one, united and 

indivisible nation. These shining 
legacies are our major source of 

inspiration.
We shall continue to pray for the 

repose of your gentle s
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GOMBE STATE GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA

*

G 8
hffafemteds)! ska m  departed 

to the great beyond through tragic cmmstmces 
that still remin fresh in our wsmy. .

We are prwi of the foundations pu kid for 
its and we M l continue to build on them 

so as to keep the flan firing.

? Mar tke.Almight) .Allah (SWT)
continue to shower his blessings upon 

pur fore and grant you AUmoh, Ameen.

I fO

late Sir Ahmadu Bello
(Sard airna of I

Wtill

Mis Excellency*
Alhaji Muhamitned DanjiiMa G«jt* 

(Sarkm Yakut Gomha 
B w f s u t m m i i i G u m l u S t a u
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N E W S
NAFDAC seizes

NIOOm fake drugs

The National Agency for 
Food, Drug Adminis­
tra tion  and C ontro l 
(NAFDAC) has announced 

I the seizure o f  faked drugs 
| worth more than N 100 million 
| in Anambra State last year.

The Deputy Director o f  
the agency, Mr Macdonald 

| G arba, m ade the announ­
cement in an interview with 

I the News Agency ofN igeria 
! (NAN) in Onitsha yesterday.

He exp lained  that the 
| seized products, which he 
described as unwholesome, 
w ould be destroyed  after 

| n ecessary  d irec tiv es  had 
been received  from  the 

| agency’s headquarters.
Garba added that more 

than  100 p ersons w ere 
i arrested for various offences 
relating to importation and 
sale o f  fake d rugs and 
unwholesome products.

“ The o ffen d ers  w ere 
either convicted and fined or

released for minor cases by 
our legal departm ent,” he 
noted.

He confirm ed that the 
Good Manufacturing Practice 
(GMP) was ensured by most 
reg is te red  p ro d u cers  o f  
packaged water, saying that 
some o f the water packages 
were sampled and analysed.

“We are happy that most 
o f  com pan ies have good 
results, whi le those that failed 
w ere san c tio n ed  a c c o r­
dingly,” he added.

G arba also announced 
that the country had achi­
eved 100 per cent compliance 
by salt manufacturers on the 
amount o f iodine impute in 
their products.

He said this was achieved 
in collaboration with intern- I 
ational agencies like UNICEF.

“N A FD A C  w ants to 
ensure that the compliance 
level is m a in ta in e d ,” he j 
added.

War College 
participants tour 

military establishments

Dr. Sliuaibu HashimuAbdullahiHon. member representing Am, Doma, Keana Federal Constituency? responding at a reception organised by Awe people du nt? V* kvr 
2006 calling on him to contest for the Senate. From his right is Alhaji Musa Madaki, acting chairman, Awe Local Government Area.

Sub-Saharan Africa needs 800m 
dollars for ICT develop m en t-*^  
S

Fourteen high-ranking 
military officer o f the 
National War College 
yesterday began a tour o f 
military and police establis­

hments in Lagos and Ogun 
I states.

A sta tem en t issued  
yesterday in Abuja by the 
C o lleg e  spokesm an , Lt. 
Commander Suleman Dahun, 
said the participants were 

! divided into two groups for 
the five-day tour.

Dahun said that Nigerian 
pa.ticipants w aid visit the 

I 81 d iv is i '', o f  the Nigerian 
| Armv ^nd the Western naval 
I com m and o f  the Nigerian 

‘ Vy.
Other establishments to 

be visited by the group are 
the Logistics command o f the 
Nigerian Air Force and the 

! Ogun Police Command.
Te said  th a t the to u r 

i wt > d familiarise the partic- 
! ip; with the tasks, organ- 
| is iii, capabilities, mission,
: ope...tic;.ul readiness and 
I equipm ent o f  the establis- 
j hments.

Dahun said that while the 
Nigerian participants would 
v is it m ilita ry  and po lice  
formations, their foreign cou­
nterparts would be visiting 
tourists sites in Cross River.

He said that the tour o f 
tourists sites by the foreign 
participants would provide 
them with the opportunity of 
knowing other parts o f  the 
country and diverse cultures.

| ub-Saharan Africa will 
.n e e d  b e tw een  500 
'm illion dollars and 800 

million dollars annually to 
eradicate poverty through 
the application o f  Inform ­
ation and C om m unication 
T echnology. (IC T ) The 
estimate was contained in a 
report entitled: “Financing 
ICTs for Development with 
focus on poverty, progress 
and issues in sub-Saharan 
A frica” , w hich was made 
av a ilab le  to  the N ew s 
Agency o f  Nigeria (NAN)

NURTW blames touting
on unemployed graduates 
T*

A  V

Rabin Musa fiwgnkwaso,
D f i f e f n ; ? ,  rlC, j

br*B AF1! 
.1

le National Union o f 
Road T ran sp o rt 
Workers (NURTW) has 

b lam ed  the p rob lem  o f  
touting in Lagos metropolis 
on the rising unemployment 
rate in the country.

Mr. Stephen Falusi, the 
Lagos state secretary o f the 
NURTW, made the remarks at 
a news conference in Lagos 
at the weekend.

He explained that many of 
the touts at the various bus 
stops in Lagos m etropolis 
were graduates who, after 
roaming the streets for jobs, 
re so rted  to  to u tin g  for 
survival.

Falusi denied the invol­
vem ent o f  his members in 
tou ting  ac tiv ities , saying 
“our employees are always in 
white and green uniform and 
only co llec t m oney from  
com m ercial bus drivers at 
designated bus stops”.

He, how ever, assu red  
that the NURTW was already 
working on new measures to 
bring sanity into intra-city 
road transport business and 
to safeguard the interest o f 
passengers, j.’f 
■l v'/Qetween now'and Apnlj. 

..
il J  Ji’t *z .mu v  n o

there are going to be positive 
changes that will bring sanity 
to our roads especially with 
the conduct o f  our members,’ 
he explained.

In addition, Falusi said 
the union had also received 
assurances from  the state 
commissioner o f  police, Mr. 
Emmanuel Adebayo, on how 
to curb touting activities in 
the state. “The Commissioner 
has assured us that his men 
w ould  soon  resum e the 
raiding o f  bus stops to arrest 
touts and other social misc­
reants who are always extor­
ting money from commercial 
bus drivers,” he added.

Falusi accused local go­
vernm ent o ffic ia ls  as the 
brains behind traffic conge­
stion in most parts o f Lagos 
metropolis.

He declared: “When local 
government officials issue 
tickets to the traders, they 
give the traders the license 
to display their wares along 
some o f the parking lots and 
lanes around the bus stops.

“With this, it is always 
difficult for our buses to park 
at the. bus stops to either pick 
a* ‘(jpop passengers.”

yesterday in Abuja.
The report commissioned 

by A sso c ia tio n  o f  
Progressive Communicators 
(APC) said that the estimated 
am ount excludes existing 
private sector and multilateral 
funding.

It said  ICT financing  
should focus primarily on the 
needs, aspirations, capacities 
and perspectives o f  the vast 
majority o f  the poor people 
in Africa rather than on redet­
ermined end products articu­
lated by ICT professionals.

The report m aintained 
that Africa remained the least 
developed region in terms of 
ICT.

The rep o rt p resen ted  
som e distressing statistics 
show ing  that penetra tion  
varies considerab ly , w ith 
b ro ad cas tin g  tech n o lo g y  
more diffused than personal 
computers and the Internet.

“O f the approximately 900 
million people in Africa, it is 
estimated that one in four had 
radio, one in 12 had television 
and one in 33 had a fixed 
telephone line.

“One in 16 had a mobile 
phone, one in 80 had access 
to personal computers, one

in 90 had access to the Int­
ernet and only one in 360 had 
access to cable television,” 
it stated.

The report also  stated 
that the money needed would 
afford sub-Saharan Africa the 
opportunity to start playing 
the “catch-up” in the ICT 
world.

It stated  tha t the  fund 
w ould increase access to 
radio by at least 100 per cent,

television by 25 r>er cent, 
phone by up to 10 per cent 
and computer, as u ell as :he 
Internet by up to f i \ . per cent.

According to the report, 
the increases will meet the 
goals in the NEPA  ̂contract 
with the developed a odd and 
w ill contribute to poverty 
eradication and economic 
growth and help to achieve 
the Millennium De e1 > >pmcnt 
Goals.

Rivers govt employs 
50 ex-servicemen

R?A V d i n

ivers state Governor, 
Peter O dili has 

rected the immediate 
employment of 50 members of 
the sta te  b ranch  o f  the 
Nigerian Legion in the state 
civil service.

Odili gave the directive at 
the weekend in Port Harcourt 
when he addressed members 
o f  the state branch o f  the 
legion and widow s o f  ex- 
servicemen at the Govern­
ment House.

He spoke shortly after a 
wreath laying ceremony to 
mark the 2006 Armed Forces 
Remembrance Week.

The governor assured the 
widows o f the fallen heroes 
that they would benefit from 
a g o v ern m en t-fin an ced  
revolving loan package o f 
N25 million to enable them to 
run small-scale businesses.

Odili asked multi-national 
com panies in the state to 
employ the legionnaires as 
security officers.

“Let me use this oppor­
tunity to thank the service 
commanders in Rivers State 
for the wonderful Work they1

sector,” he said.
The governor s lm H f l  

tha t w hatever the g o v er­
nment was doing to improve 
the lot o f the legionnaires and 
widows o f fallen heroes w as 
appropriate.

“ We b e liev e  hat we 
should stand by you in the 
celebration o f  this event in 
appreciation o f the » underfill 
work you have done for the 
nation in the pas and in 
memory o f  those v. ho fell in 
service, paying the highest 
price for the nation.” Odili 
said.

In his speech, the state 
C hairm an  o f  the leg ion , 
retired Col. D igg ' \koho , 
thanked the governor for his 
support to the legion since 
1999.

The h ig h lig h  o f  the 
ceremony was the .m ng o f 
wreaths at the Isaac K w  Park 
cenotaph by the g >\emor, 
his deputy, the si r e  chief 
judge and the spea* o f the 
state House o f Ass. nblv.

Others who lai- wreaths 
were service co ruji mierv the 

sSone and the

. V  Z M' yh .» u>.vi «  As V \ 4
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- NEWS
Taraba resettles

flood victim s
Taraba state government 

has acquired land to 
resettle  300 househ­
olds affected by the August 
7,2005 flood in the state.

The government will also 
ass is t 576 v ic tim s w ith  
building materials and cash 
to reconstruct their houses.

The C hairm an  o f  the 
Relief and Resettlement Com­
mittee, M r Hamza Farouk, 
made the announcement in 
Jalingo at the weekend.

He lam en ted  th a t the 
flood had killed many people, 
destroyed many properties 
and left m a .y  homeless.

He exp la ined  that the 
committee hac5 decided that 
the 300 hous ?holds who 
form erly resided in green 
areas would be transferred to 
the newly acquired area.

The chairman added that 
the 576 people whose houses

were partly destroyed were 
p ro v id ed  w ith  cash am: 
bundles o f zinc and nails.

He said the disbursement 
o f funds and distribution o' 
building materials was based 
on the num ber o f  room s 
destroyed.

A cco rd in g  to  him . 
N20,000 and two bundles ot 
zinc nails as well as other 
accessories were given per 
room.

F arquk  said  the co m ­
mittee had verified more than 
1,000 individuals who lost few 
belongings and w ould be 
a ss is ted  w ith  such the 
materials.

He d isc lo sed  that the 
Taraba Environmental Prot­
ection Agency (TEPA i and 
the M inistry  o f  Land and 
Survey had been contacted 
to provide technical ad\icc 
on the issue.

Nigeria’s nuclear programme
is for peace, says D-G

Al-H abibiyyat Islamic Movement - 2006 Eid-el-Kabir feed  the indigents programme committee presenting bags o f  rice 
and ram to the officer in charge o f  Abuja Children’s Home, Karu, Abuja during the Eld-el-Kabir celebration ...recently.

Coomassie salutes 
Ribadu on anti-graft war
Former Inspector-General 

of Police Ibrahim Coom­
assie has saluted Dep­
uty Commissioner o f  Police 
Nuhu Ribadu for boosting the 

image o f the police force.
Coomassie told the News 

Agency o f Nigeria (NAN) in 
Kaduna at the weekend that 
the appointment of Ribadu as 
the head o f EFCC, the federal 
government’s anti-graft age­
ncy, was an image booster for 
the police. He dismissed insi­

nuations that R ibadu, by 
virtue o f his rank, was not ca­
pable o f heading the Econ­
omic and Financial Crimes 
Commission. ‘’What matters 
most in the fight against cor­
ruption is integrity and hon­
esty, not the rank o f the offi­
cer saddled with such respo­
nsibility,” Coomassie said.

He, however, frowned at 
the ‘ ’b eh av io u r o f  som e 
policemen who collect N20 
bribe from motorists”, saying

such p o licem en  could  
technically be described as 
armed robbers. Coomassie 
criticised the recent demand 
by some police personnel for 
the paym ent o f  m onetised 
allowances to the police.

The former police boss 
said the federal government 
was duty bound to ensure 
decent accommodation for all 
police officers and men. He 
described police barracks 
across the country as ghettos

w hich  d eserv ed  u rgen t 
rehabilitation and renovation.

Coomassie called on the 
government to find a lasting 
so lu tio n  to  the  frequen t 
clashes between police and 
soldiers in the country.

He said the ransacking of 
police stations by soldiers at 
any slight provocation  or- 
m isunderstanding with the 
police was inim ical to the 
nation’s quest for stability 
and security.

Nigeria has assured its 
neighbours that the 
ongoing nuclear po­
wer programme is meant to 
promote peaceful co-exist­

ence Prof. Sani Sambo, the 
D irec to r-G en era l o f  the 
Energy Commission o f Nige­
ria , gave the a ssu ran ce  
shortly after an inspection of 
the Centre for Energy Rese­
arch and T raining, Zaria, 
Kaduna State.

The n a tio n ’s nu c lear 
program m e was m eant to 
promote economic develo­
pm ent through electric ity  
generation, he stressed.

According to Sambo, the 
programme will also be used 
to boost agriculture, water 
resources m anagem ent as 
well as health and mineral

exploration.
He said  the nu c lea r 

programme had the approval 
and backing o f the Intern 
a tiona l A tom ic Energv 
Agency in Vienna.

The d irec to r-g en era l 
explained that the essence ol 
his visit to the centre was to 
reaffirm the country’s interest 
in utilising its resources for 
achieving national aspira­
tions through the application 
o f  nuclear science techn ­
ology.

“Let me quickly add that 
Nigeria’s commitment to the 
p eacefu l use o f  n uc lear 
science and technology for 
so c io -eco n o m ic  d e v e lo ­
pment alone remains unsha- 
keable,” he added.

Adamawa PDP warns 
against misuse of party symbols

The PDP in Adamawa 
has w arned unau th ­
orised persons against 
speaking on behalf o f  the 
party or misusing its flag and 

logo in the state.
Giving the warning at a 

new s co n fe ren ce  at the 
weekend in Yola, the state 
secretary o f  the party, Dr 
Aliyu Hong, said that only 
au thorised  o ffic ia ls  w ere 
allowed to issue statements 
for the party.

Hong observed that some 
former party officials were 
still speaking for it, adding 
that there must be discipline 
and respect for constituted

authority.
He specifically warned a 

former secretary of the party, 
Mr Tahir Shehu to desist from 

such action and denied 
that there was any crisis in 
the s ta te ’s PD P ch ap te r 
co n tra ry  to  sta tem en ts  
credited to Shehu.

He also  d ecried  the 
withdrawal o f  some facilities, 
including vehicles attached 
to the state chairman o f the 
party, Chief Joel Madaki. by 
the state government.

M adaki was alleged to 
have teamed up with the Jibnl 
Aminu/Buba Marwa group in 
the party.

NTA loses employee

on third term agenda held in Daura, Katsina State ...recently.

The K aduna netw ork 
centre o f NTA has lost 
one o f its senior new­
scasters, A lhaji Abdullahi 
Argungu.

A rgungu  d ied  at his 
residence at Unguwar Sarki, 
Kaduna, at the weekend after 
a brief illness.

H undreds o f  sy m p a­
thisers attended the funeral 
prayers for the ace broad­
caster on Sunday at his resi­
dence and at the Unguwar

Sarki Muslim cemetery.
The deceased, who was 

to perform this year’s pilg­
rimage to Saudi Arabia, w as 
aboard the plane that was 
turned back by Saudi autho­
rities from Chad Republic.

The late Argungu, 49, left 
behind his wife, children and 
relations.

A condolence reg ister 
has been opened'by both the 
NTA and Kaduna state NUJ 
chapter.
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This year’s Eid was
a  b le S S m g - A l- H a b ib iy y a h

The A l-H a b ib iyya h  
Islam ic M ovem ent, 
A bu ja  ch a irm an , 

A lha ji R idw an A debayo  
Mustapha has described the 

Eid-uIAdha 1426AH celebr­
ation as blessing from Allah. 
He stated this at the mov­
ement, 2006 Eid-el- Kabir feed 
the ind igen ts program m e 
which was in collaboration 

| with the Federal Capital Terri­
tory Action Committee on 

J AIDS (FACA) A buja last 
week. *

A lhaji Ridwan said he 
; gives thanks and praises to 
j Allah for the improvement 
: experienced  in this year,
I ce leb ra tio n  w hich  was 
celebrated without argument 
from any zone of the country 
compared to last year. “In fact 
it was a huge success to our 
m ovem ent .Last year the 

| activities o f the movement on 
this rew arding course was 
few but this year we couldn’t 
be able to complete all; as 
such we have to reduce the 
activities to manageable days 

j j  o f two.”
The two days activities 

which include visit to Leper 
village at Durumi village, area 
1 and Abuja Children’s home 
K aru bo th  in  A bu ja  w as 
received with happiness. The 
co m m ittee  u n d er the  
leadership o f  Alhaji Mikail 
Lawal distributed rams and 
bags o f  rice to the camps.

While receiving the gifts, 
the heads o f  the indigents in 
the cam ps appreciated the 
g if ts  and  p ray ed  fo r  the 
o rg an iza tio n , the en tire  
M uslims and the nation at 
large.

The second  day w as 
how ever rounded up with 
distribution of food stuff, ram 
and cooked  food  to the 
M uslim s and lec tu re  
de liv e red  by the 
represen ta tive  o f  Federal 
C ap ita l T errito ry  A ction  

| Committee on AIDS (FACA), 
Dr Isah Y. Vasta

In his lecture, which was 
I also translated into Nupe and 
I H ausa language by Imam 
! A bdulazeez A lokolodo o f 
INASFAT, Bida, Niger state, 
on awareness on HIV/AIDS 
am on g M uslim  Ummah  

j explained the three social 
ev ils  th a t are m ost 

i vehemently condemned by 
Islam  th rough  the holy  

: Qur’a n ,which are aduitery / 
fornication, homosexuality 
and co n sum ption  o f  
intoxicants which he said are 
sources to HIV/AIDS and 
can be corrected  through 

; promotion o f  chastity before 
marriage, abstaining from sex 
outside marriage, upholding 
fidelity during marriage and 
encouraging sexual morality.

He further said that the 
stigm a surrounding  HIV/ 
AIDS needs ;o be eradicated, 
therefore earnest effort must 
be made to enforci

By Mustafa Abubakar,
Abuja

society, prom oting respect 
for women at all levels o f the 
society and eradicating o f 
sexual exploitation and to 
encourage team work among 
all social and cultural organi­
zations to eradicate promi­
scuity, prostitution, homos­
exuality and drug abuse.

He added that growing up 
as young person in today’s 
m odern  w orld  can qu ite  
challenging and sot only to 
contend  w ith studies and 
peer pressure but there are 
also the challenges o f drugs, 
raves and HIV/AIDS which 
are enough to leave one over 
whelmed and confused and 
said  it could be solved thro­
ugh one knowing whom he 
is , where is he going after 
this world, love and respect 
o n e se lf  and his c rea to r, 
ch o o sin g  frien d  w isely , 
keeping away from smoking, 
drugs and alcohol at all cost 
and considering his life as a 
trust that Allah will ask for.

“We all want freedom and 
we must choose wisely by 
being wise and moralized by 
living an Islam ic lifestyle 
w hich provides the key to 
stemming the tide o f  HIV/ 
AIDS w orldw ide. For our 
brothers and sisters living 
with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA), 
the cure extends to an incr­
ease level o f  spirituality that 
would culm inate in expre­
ssing closeness to Allah, by 
accepting the situation and 
h e lp in g  o th e rs  th rough  
compassion and care giving 
in terms o f constant remem­
b ran ce  o f  A llah  and  the 
desire to increase “ Taqwa” 
the consciousness/fear o f  
God the Almighty”, he stres­
sed.

The guard o f  honour Nigeria Army, ready to shoot the 21 gun salute in honour o f  the late heroes at the National AcaJt 
Abuja ...yesterday. P‘x: Joe O ' ’

ARM FH FORCES REM EM BRANCE

R etirees b e ra te  J ig aw a  over 
fo r non-fu lfilm en t o f pledges
Tjtj

A  ex

Nigerian Legion in 
J igaw a sta te  has 
expressed dismay over 

non fulfilment o f  pledges by 
the state governm ent and 
u rg ed  G o v e rn o r Ib rah im  
Saminu Turaki to intervene 
on their behalf.

The chairman o f the state 
legion, M alam  Lawan Isa 
K azaure, said this on the

From Ahmed Abubakar,
Dutse

Forces Remembrance Day 
and Emblem Appeal week 
yesterday in Dutse.

The chairm an told the 
state governor in his speech 
tha t th e ir  m em bers w ent 
th ro u g h  h e ll in o rd e r to
persuade ind iv iduals and 

occasion  o f  2006 A rm ed arm s o f  governm en t to M inistry for Local Gover

redeem their pledges.
“Y our E xcellency , we 

usually go through hell in 
collecting money that has 
been pledged to us and most 
often some arms o f govern­
ment do not care to redeem 
their pledge.”

He added, “for two con­
secu tiv e  years the  sta te  
House o f  Assembly and state

New NPC Commissioner 
warns staff in Kwara

T

rti
Islamic
t regar-

I he new  F edera l 
Commissioner o f the 
N ational Population 

Commission for Kwara state, 
Mr. Barth Enoch, has warned 
comptrollers across the 16 
local councils in the state to 
be committed to their duty or 
face sanctions.

He handed  dow n the 
w arning at a get-together 
party in his honour by the 
NPC in Ilonn.

Mr. E noch , said  any 
comptroller found wanting 
w ould  be p laced  on 
suspension for tour months 
and be den ied  financ ia l 
entitlements for the period.

The new commissioner 
said, the sanciion was in 
accordance with the rules and 
laws o f  the commission.

He promised to introduce 
p ro fe ss io n a lism  into the 
com m ission  in a bid to

FromAbdulrazaq Adebayo, j
Correspondent (Ilorin)

of his maximum cooperation.
Earlier, outgoing Federal 

Commissioner o f NPC in the

s ta te , A lh a ji B am idele  
Ahmed, enjoined the staff to 
be ded icated  to duty and 
co o p era te  w ith  the new  
commissioner and shun any 
act o f backbiting and rumour.

National ID card: 
Distribution begins in Kwara
T

a ^ i e v e

'obi&Mlv! i f f

Ihe distribution o f the 
national identity cards 
w ill beg in  today  in 

Kwara state sequel to the 
directive o f  the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, Ambassador 
Magaji Mohammed.

The flag-off for the exe­
rcise will take place at Stella 
O basan jo  M u lti-p u rp o se  
Hall, Ajasse -  Ipo road at 11 
a.m. with the state governor, 
Dr. B ukola Saraki as the 
special guest o f honour.

A statem ent by Malam 
Shaibu Idris Sabon Bimi, from 

, the Directorate o f  National 
;C i v i C r i t e g r s t ^ a t i o n , u r - ^ e <£ 

\mbnVbVrs-in J[he public!,\vfyo

had registered for the identity 
cards in the state to attend 
the flag-off ceremony before 
proceeding to their registr­
ation centres for collection o f 
their identity cards.

It also advised people 
who were unable to register 
for the issuance o f  the ID 
cards d u rin g  the m ass 
re g is tra tio n  ex e rc ise  in 
February 2003 and those who 
have just attained 18 years of 
age to come out and register 
for the cards.

The reg istra tion  is an 
ongo ing  ex erc ise  at the 
DNCR offices in all the 16

, n ^ u a r t q n ,  u y l ^  ,

nments have never bothered 
to redeem any o f  their past 
pledges despite  all effort 
w hich  m et w ith  s trong  
resistance,” he said.

M alam  L aw an Isa 
Kazaure, pleaded with the 
state governor to come to 
their aid in ensuring that all 
the pledges made were rede­
emed in order for the legion 
to support its members.

H e, thanked  the sta te  
government for donation of 
a tractor which he said would 
ease the trouble faced by 
farming members and for a 
piece o f land for the legions 
secretariat in Dutse the state 
capital.

In a separate interview a 
member o f the legion, Alhaji 
M usa Inchara A uyo, told 
D a ily  Trust, th a t, “ it is 
unfortunate that after several 
years he spent in Ogidi, Orka, 
Port H arcourt in order to 
preserve the unity  o f  the 
nation, yet, some people still 
regard us as a nuisance to the 
public.

meant,wfJJ^ai^ltjuiv r^p^ct,. 
us gs (those,

lives to protect the interest 
o f  the  coun try  they  * i i l  
always have redeemed their 
pledges against what we •'car 
everyday o f  them spending 
our m oney  on bogus 
projects.”

In his speech, the Jig.iwa 
state governor, Alhaji Ibr.him 
Sam inu  T urak i. said  the 
occasion was an avenue to 
rem em ber and honour the 
country’s fallen heroes v ho 
paid the supreme sacrifice 
w ith  th e ir  liv es  fo r the  
integrity o f  the nation

“The essence  ot the 
celebration and central r vus 
o f  this commerative ev err, s 
remembering the dead and 
living heroes and of cause 
looking into the plight of the 
liv ing  and th e ir  fam lies 
especia lly  the w elfa -. >>f 
those who su ffer v a r ous 
deprivation, incapacity ion, 
anguish and frus'r-itin-  ̂
a result ot wars,

Turaki, also said n ' i n  
consideration o f the pi i _ i: of 
the ex-service men th. "it 
remained committed 1 the 
u p liftm en t o f  the It ng 
condition o f  the su n  : mg 
ones and their fami ies 

The governor wh< >as 
rep resen ted  by the " a t e  
Commissioner for .j: id
Housing,Alhaji YuMif1'  ttu 
Galamba, pledged tli '  ate 
government donation Ml 
million and the g." ors 
perso n a l don.it: o f

;N 2Q 9^p6,.1Il4o. . . .  « T t 
The total ofN  3 s ng)

; w a % r e t f l i s e « j £ t ; } i» .  v  >- • i i r



From left are, the Erulu'Olusola Oh ad a the deputy Governor o f  Osun State, Governor Peter Odili o f  Rivers State and 
Governor Sam Egwu o f  Ebonyi State, during the inauguration'ceremony otrthe Southern Forum held at the Yar’Adiu
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NEWS
LG construct 60km 

road in Gombe
^ukku local government 

council o f  G om be 
' state is to construct 60 

kilometre roads this year with 
a view to opening up its rura! 
areas to ease movement of 

I people and goods.

From Mshemmad 4buLakar,
Corresponds: (Gombe)

Spt .kin« vo Daily Trust 
on the fa ' is o f his council 
this year, chairman, Alhaji 
A hm ed W alam a, said  the

NJC begins silent 
war on corruption

A member of the National 
Ju d ic ia l C o uncil, 
retired Justice Musta- 
|p h a  A kanbi, has said  the 
j commission has embarked on 

a silent war in the judiciary to 
flush out all corrupt judges 
in the country.

Justice Akanbi, dropped 
| this hint while featuring on a 
j Radio K w ara personality  
; in te rv iew  p rogram m e 
! “Playing Host.”

According to him, inform- 
ation reaching the council 

j from the high court down- 
1 w ards w as sad den ing  as 
alleged area o f corruption had 

I been reported against some 
high court and even area court 

j judges.
He sa id , the council 

I retired most o f those found 
e ith e r  g u ilty  o f  co rru p t 

| practices or who deliberately 
passed judgements or made 
orders that aught not to or 
for underhand deals.

Justice A kanbi, who is 
a lso  the im m ed ia te  past 
chairman o f the Independent 
Corruption Practices Commi­
ssion (ICPC), described the 
present crops o f the council 
as more dynamic and active 
explaining that any citizen 
could make a report to the 
C hief Justice o f  the Feder­
ation against any jud icial 
officer and such complaint 
would be adequately inves­
tigated.

C om m enting  on the 
activities o f the ICPC while 
in office, the former chairman 
said, he had tried to maintain 
his in teg rity  and aiso  
succeeded in establish ing 
offices in all the geopolitical 
zones o f the country.

He, however, advised the 
federal government to ensure 
that ICPC was well funded, 
while his successor should 
be encouraged in terms o f 
provision o f  logistics and 
adequate  funding  adding 
that the fight against corru­
p tion  w as not P resid en t 
Olusegun O basanjo’s issue 
alone but the entire citizenry.

A ny g o v ern m en t th a t 
wants to see this country 
achieve greatness, must rally 
round  the IC PC , Ju stice  
Akanbi added and lamented 
that while in office, he did not 
receive the support o f  either 
s ta te  go v ern o rs  or local 
government chairmen in the 
fight against corruption.

A nsw ering  an o th er 
question, he said the immu­
nity clause in the nation’s 
constitution Should be expu­
nged because it was inimical 
to the fight against corru­
ption.

Justice  A kanbi, stated

From Abdulrazaq Adebayo, j
Correspondent (llorin) \

governor o f  Bayelsa state, 
Diepraye Alamiseigha is now 
going through was the efforts 
o f the ICPC who first exposed 
his corrupt act but blamed the 
co u rt fo r fru s tra tin g  the 
com m ission’s activities in 
p ro secu tin g  the fo rm er 
governor.

He announced that he had 
flouted a non-governmental 
organisation (NGO) which is 
essentially concerned with 
anti-corruption ethics and 
judicial responsibilities.

According to him, praises 
should be given to the Kwara 
state governor, Dr. Bukola 
Saraki for the relative peace 
the state is now enjoying.

council would construct two 
major roads in the area that 
would open up most o f  its 
villages.

He sa id , the council 
would on its own construct 
the 25 kilometre Gombe Abba
-  Kunde road while it will 
construct the 35 kilometre 
Hashidu -  Lafiya -  Malala -  
D ukkuyel road in conjun­
ction with the state gover­
nment.

Alhaji Walama said, for 
the second road the council 
had already saved more than 
N50 m illion while arrang­
ement for the commencement 
o f work on the Gombe Abba
-  Kunde road has began.

He said, Dukku, one o f 
the oldest local governments 
in the state, has now become 
a hub o f activities as a result 
o f  heavy vehicular traffic 
along G om be -  Dukku — 
Kano road which is now free 
o f armed robberies.

The chairman o f Dukku 
local government said, the 
road has been free o f armed 
robberies for the past seven 
years which is a departure 
from the past where robbery 
occurred  alm ost on daily  
basis.

He said that Dukku would 
soon enjoy mobile telecomm­
unications (GSM).

Lack of funds threatens 
cassava production in Katsina

As many rural farmers 
o f  K atsina  sta te  
em brace gove- 
| m m ent’s initiative o f boas­
ting cassava production, lack 

! o f funds is threatening their 
j capacity to acquire working 
! tools, water and sufficient 

labour.
Our correspondent who 

visited some villages inclu­
ding Yar Shauya, Gangara, 
Sabon Garin Alhaji Yahuza 

| and Tsohon Garin Fadama 
communities in Batagarawa 

; local government noticed a 
num ber o f  dry wells with 

; crops facing serious drought 
| as a result o f  insufficient 

water in the farms while hope 
| o f  obtaining loan from the 

Nigeria Agricultural and Rural 
Cooperative Bank (NARCB), 
still remains a mirage.

At the Yar Shauya vi llage 
where most o f  the people 
cultivate cassava, farmers 
have expressed the fear that 

I they may be unable to meet 
| government target in cassava 

p roduction  as a resu lt o f  
insufficient funds.

Chairman o f the Cassava 
| Farm ers A ssociation, Ado 

Musa Yar Shauya said, that 
despite that tlie association 
deposit over N500,000 with 
the NARCB as 10 per cent 
requirement for securing the 

| loan for cassava production 
| o v e r tw o m onths ago, 
i nothing has been heard from 
j the bank.

He, therefore, appealed 
to the bank to assist them to 
secure the loan in good time 

| to  en ab le  them  cu ltiv a te  
additional hectares o f land as 
won as the loan is obtained.

NEMA seeks support 
over disaster management
Tie National Emergency 

M anagement Agency 
(NEM A), has descr­
ibed disaster management as 
an am algam  o f  d iffe ren t 

a c tiv itie s  and fu n c tio n s 
geared directly or indirectly 
tow ards p ro te c tio n  and 
rehabilitation o f  both human 
and material resources from 
hazards.

A statem ent signed by 
NEMA press officer, Ibrahim 
Farinloye, and made available 
to  D a ily  Trust sa id  the 
Director-General o f  NEMA, 
A lha ji S a lih u  S huaibu  
Makarfi, made the assertion

at the  d e liv e ry  o f  r e l ie f  
m ateria ls  to v ic tim s o f  a 
d isaster at the Dala local 
government o f  Kano state.

Represented by the C hief 
Admin Officer (Relief), Alhaji 
A bu b ak ar A lk a li, A lha ji 
Makarfi, said that the miss­
ions o f  most disaster manag­
ement organisations are to 
reduce the loss o f  life and 
property and protect institu­
tions from  all hazards by 
leading and supporting the 
peop le  in com prehensive 
risk-based disaster m anag­
ement programmes o f  preve­
ntion, m itigation, prepare-

From Lawal Ibrahim,
Correspondent (Katsina)

Furthermore, he said, the 
loan would also enable them 
secu re  m ore seed lin g s , 
undertake harrow ing, and 
obtain pum ping m achines 
and b o reh o les  to  ensure  
sufficient w atering o f  the 
crops for the desired level of 
cassava production.

Widows petition 
EFCC over inheritance

Widow s and 23 
ch ild ren  o f  one, 
late Alhaji Sani Tela 
Yabo have petitioned  the 
E conom ic and F in an c ia l 

Crimes Commission (EFCC), 
over their inheritance said to 
be in the  cu sto d y  o f  a 
dismissed magistrate, Bala 
Haruna.

The three page petition 
made available to Daily Trust, 
yesterday was signed by the 
four widows o f the deceased: 
Hajiya Diya, Hajiya Larai, 
Hajiya Fati and Hajiya Aisha. 
They appealed to the EFCC 
to: “save this family o f  23 
children and four wives o f 
late Alhaji Sani Yabo Tela by 
recovering our monies from 
Bala Haruna.”

The petitioners said: “At 
the time o f the death o f the 
deceased (Alhaji Sani Tela) 
was owing Bank o f the North, 
Garki branch Abuja, the sum 
o f N 150,000. We raised funds 
and give to Bala Haruna the 
sum of N 170,000 only for the

By Isa Sanusi

purpose o f  settling the debt. 
We were astonished to hear 
from the bank on inquiry that 
the sum was not remitted by 
Bala Haruna. And the debt 
accumulated to the tune o f  
N 328 ,000  at the tim e o f  
inquiry.”

They also asked the EFCC 
to recover the sum o f  N2 
million belonging to the family 
from the former judicial officer 
who they said issued them a 
dud cheque in respect o f  the 
money.

The p e titio n  w hose 
re c e ip t by EFCC w as 
acknowledged on January 5, 
noted “we hereby forward 
th is  p e titio n  to  yo u r 
commission in the firm belief 
that the commission having 
stood for ju stice  since its 
inception is the only body 
that can give us justice and if  
you fail then we will appeal 
to God.”

dness, response and reco­
very.

In any society, he affir 
med, there are potentially 
destructive elem ents like, 
rainfall etc which otherwise 
would just be natural pheno­
menal. The magnitude o f  a 
disaster is determined by the 
level o f  devastation inflicted 
on a community’ infrastr­
ucture, properties and lives 
due to the inability o f  the 
affected community to pre­
vent, mitigate and bounce 
back to life, through organ­
ised recovery and rehabil­
itation programs, Alhaji 
Makarfi posited.

The NEMA boss, further 
stated that for disaster mana­
gement to be more effective, 
states and local governments 
must be actively involved 
which will in turn evolve the 
people on the mechanism o f  
disaster management at all 
lev e ls  in our society as 
com plem ent to federal 
government efforts.

He maintained that many 
hazards which resulted into 
serious disaster had long 
been with us and we live by 
them but little was done to 
call the attention o f  the 
organisations saddled with 
the resp on sib ilities o f  
handling it until when it 
caused major disaster.

Alhaji Makarfi, appealed 
to media organisations, as a 
major stakeholder, to 
regularly carryout a major 
focus on potential hazards as 
they are the voice o f  the 
people and source o f  mass 
education for the people.

This, he said, will arouse 
the people to the hazards 
around them and at the same 
time, the necessary organ­
isations will act appropriately.

Items delivered include 
rice, beans, maize, wax mate­
rials, m attresses, m ixed  
beverages etc.

m  Abuja ...recently.
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Yobe Scholarship Board decries low number of medical students
.............................  c h i n  R n a r H  H p tr la rp H  t r T o n '

The Yobe State Scholar­
ship Board, has de­
cried the low number 
o f students engaged in medi­
cal courses, among those en­

joying scholarship from the 
state. The board was speak­
ing through its chairm an, 
Alhaji Yahaya Gwio Kura, 
who gave highlight on the 
boards activities recently.

The Yobe Scholarship  
Board observed that out o f 
about eleven thousand pupils 
in terv iew ed for po ten tia l 
scholarship benefits, only 25 
are pursuing medicine, noting 
that the figure requires an 
adjustment.

The Board identified two 
reasons for the low enrolment 
o f  pup ils  in to  m edical 
courses, noting that, the rea­
sons include the expensive 
nature o f the course, where 
students, according to the

From Isa Umar Gusau,
Correspondent (Damaturu)

Board, need about two hun­
dred and fifty thousand naira 
to be registered, while other 
students are faced with an­
other problem arising from 
failure to meet admission re­
q u irem en ts for m edical 
courses.

“In view of this, the Board 
recommends that government 
sets up a committee compris­
ing members from the schol­
arship board, M inistry  o f 
Higher Education, Ministry of 
Health, among others, to de­
termine the short and long 
term period as manpower pri­
ority needs of the state,” the 
particular emphasis on sci­
ence studies.

The Board also recom ­
mended that the Yobe gov­
ernm ent should solicit for

special placem ents o f  stu­
dents into tertiary institutions 
to study science and techni­
cal courses, while local gov­
ernment councils were also 
called upon to give special 
assistance to students who 
desire medical courses 

The Yobe Scholarship  
Board, noted that more than 
32 percent o f students from

the state read administrative 
courses, agriculture; 11.30%, 
NCE with 11.84%, 24.18% for 
other courses, while medical 
studen ts occupy 0.23%  
am ong students from  the 
state.

The Board, declared that 
Yobe state is the most out­
standing from the North-East

sub-region with the highest 
scholarsnin allowances that 
are paid pro nptty.

The Be a. c not d that 
only recently, lIk. allowances 
given to law school s'idents 
have been reviewed t.pwrxd 
from thirty thousand naira to 
one hundred  and tw enty  
thousand naira annually.

The Yobe State Scholar­

ship Board, declared t from
1999 to date, the sum 1 
hundred and twent 
million, twenty thousand, four 
hundred and twenty t\>«. iaira 
has been distributed to stu­
dents across the c> . ntry, j 
while as at 2003, the state 
m n so rs  13,613 students, 

v i i, a cumulative bt cficia- 
■ ’’ S figure standing 
m icnts from 1999 to date.

Muslim group writes 
Obasanjo on hajj crisis

The N ational H ijrah 
Ummatul-Islam, has 
asked  P resid en t 
Olusegun Obasanjo to probe 

those responsible for the fail­
ure to airlift all intending pil­
grims for this year’s hajj exer­
cise.

In a strongly worded let­
ter to the president signed by 
Deputy National Chairman, 
Kwara State, Alhaji Ahmad 
Olayiwola Kamal, the body 
noted with great concern the 
yearly  em barrassm ent re ­
corded on hajj operation in 
Nigeria which denied more 
than 12,000 pilgrims the op­
portunity to make the trip this 
year.

“This is not the first time, 
in fact it is not only embar­
rassing to Nigeria as a nation 
but to the Muslim Umma. This 
has demonstrated our inabil­
ity to learn from past experi­
ences to improve on future

FromAbdulrazaqAdebayo, j
Correspondent (Ilorin)

arrangements,” it added.
While sympathizing with 

those intending pilgrims who 
could not make the trip to the 
holy land, the Hijrah commit­
tee suggested among others 
the establishment o f a perma­
nent National Hajj Commis­
sion instead o f the ad hoc hajj 
committee constituted yearly.

It also called for sanity in 
the collection o f hajj fees and 
payments made early enough 
while the proposed hajj com­
mission should be strictly in­
structed to patronize only air­
lines that own aircraft.

The body com m ended 
the president for directing 
Virgin Air Nigeria to cancel 
its scheduled international 
flights in order to airlift Nige­
rian pilgrims to the holy land 
even as the directive could 
not be carried out.

Students o f  Crawford University, Igbesa, Ogun State taking 
schools main campus.

oath o f  allegiance during their matriculation recentr at the
Pic: Oladipupo Od .newu

A By Sa’adatu Ovosi, Abuja
11 is now set for the 
th ird  A nnual T rust 

JDialogue organized 
by The Media Trust Limited, 
Publishers o f Daily Trust and 
Weekly Trust newspapers, on 
Thursday, January 19,2006.

The Chairman, Economic 
and Financial Crimes Com­
m ission (EFCC), M allam  
Nuhu Ribadu is expected to 
be among the main speakers 
at the dialogue slated for Ladi 
K w ali C onference  H all, 
Sheraton Hotel, Abuja.

The EFCC chairman and

Education: Shagari appeals to Sokoto indigenes
A,u X

former president in the FromSadeeqAMyu,
second rep u b lic , j Senior Reporter (Sokoto)
Alhaji Shehu Shagari 

has made a passionate appeal 
to indigenes o f  Sokoto to 
come to the rescue o f educa­
tion in the state.

A lhaji Shehu Shagari, 
who made the appeal during 
the annual general meeting of 
personalities of Sokoto origin 
at Sultan palace Sokoto, said 
the call became necessary in 
order to save the community 
from ignorance.

The meeting which was at 
the instance o f Sokoto Edu­
cation Developm ent Trust 
Fund and  chaired  by the 
former president was aimed at 
saving the'lpoop;populace 
from illiteracy^ tz u ) o 'u ( 

AlhajfShagari, lamentledf

that most o f the pledges made 
to the fund during the previ­
ous m eetings are not re ­
deemed and therefore urged 
those who made the pledges 
to fulfil them for the sake o f 
tfiose who would be assisted 
through the fund.

He said, the fund are be­
ing used to assist students of 
higher institutions especially 
those studying medicine, law, 
engineering and to train un­
employed youths and divor­
cees.

In his address, the sultan 
o f  S okoto , A lhaji 
Muhammadu M accido ex- 
plaiped that sever*; years. af-

ing with what was realized at 
its launching, which he said, 
was only one third o f the to­
tal pledges.

He therefore charged well- 
to-do indigenes of the state 
to brace up and empower the 
trust fund and less privileged 
people in the state.

To this end, the Sultan 
called on any individual wish­
ing to give assistance or se­
cure employment to Sokoto 
ind igenes to  channel it 
through the fund so that such 
individual could be accorded 
recognition by the fund.

He said, Sokoto State is 
in dire need o f assistance in 
all facets o f human endeav­
our more especially on indus­
trialization and local trades'

ter th f  .qstabl ishnveni o f  the,,, tha t a re  synonym ous With 
fund it has only been sijrvjv-j, ̂  peoples’ cultfareaM thid itio tp

the other speakers, the chair­
man, Transparency in Nige­
ria, Gen Ishola Williams (rtd) 
and the Vice C hancellor, 
Bayero University, Kano, Prof 
Attahiru Jega, are to speak on 
“Corruption; The trouble with 
Nigeria.”

A press release from Me­
dia Trust Corporate Affairs 
Officer, Mr. Yasuf Ozi-Usman, 
said apart from the main speak­
ers, other outstanding profes­
sionals w ill also gather at 
Sheraton Hotels and Towers, 
to diagnose and attempt to 
proffer solutions to corrup­
tion, which has been identi­
fied as N igeria’s major na­
tional problem.

The Dialogue which was 
first held in January 2001 will 
be chaired this year by M a­
jo r-G en e ra l G arba A li 
M ohammed (rtd) while the 
Senate President, Senator 
Ken Nnamani will be the spe­
cial guest o f honour.

Mr. Ozi-Usman, said the 
forum would provide oppor­
tunities for brilliant Nigerians, 
including politicians, stu­
dents and notable scholars to 
discuss the social menace 
which has given Nigeria a 
negative image in the interna­
tional community.

A ccording to him , the 
management o f Media Trust 
Limitbd “views th& Dialogue' 
forum  as pafrt^-1©1? ‘the 
compliny-s modest ebrftribu-

tion to the development of 
Nigeria and a social respon­
sibility towards making the 
country relevant in the co­
mity o f nations.

He said, copies o f  the 
books; The Nigerian Ques­

tion; The way forw , 
Reform ing Nigeria  
Model? which were 
gether from procee^ 
the previous dialogue - 
be offered for sak  
venue.

the

Buhari mourns late ex-wife
Former head o f state and 

ANPP presidential can 
didate in the 2003 na­
tio n a l e lec tions, G eneral 
Muhammadu Buhari has de­

scribed the death o f  his ex- 
wife Hajia Sefinatu as a sad 
event.

G eneral B uhari, who 
spoke through his personal 
assistant on media and pub­
licity, Mallam Yau Darazo, 
said.

“It is a sad event for the 
family. She is a big loss to us 
all most especially to the chil­
dren she left behind. Four of 
them are women and the loss 
o f  a m other is always felt 
heavily by the female children

From AbdulRaheem V<
Correspondent (k iu

xtu.

who sees them as a* 
and counselors.

“They are goint 
the impact of her los - 
the loss o f a mother i 
great. Three o f her „■ 
are mothers who u > 
relished the opport 
taking their childre 
their grand-mother, 
portunity is no mor. 
grandchildren woi. 
miss her,” he said.

Hajia Sefinatu v\ r 
last Sunday has s in . 
buried in Kaduna
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Inside Politics
Oyo Crisis: When Adedibu laughed last
A> c4 so the strongman 

ci Ibadan Politics and 
the exponen t o f  
Amala and Gbegiri politics in 
Oyo State, A lhaji Lamidi 

Adedibu finally had the last 
laugh, as a new chapter was 
opened in the life o f  the state 
last T hursday , w hen the 
Adedibu carried through the 
threat o f impeachment o f the 
form er governor, Rasheed 
Ladoja as he was removed 
from office.

Last Thursday, just under 
30 m inu tes, lo y a lis ts  o f  
Adedibu dislodged albeit un­
constitutionally, Governor of 
the. State Ladoja from the 
Agodi G overnm ent House 
and installed their puppet, 
Otunba Adebayo Alao-Akala, 
am idst tight security  pro­
vided by armed mobile police- 
m en d rafted  from  a 
neighbouring state.

The 32-member House of 
Assembly had been divided 
a long  the lines o f  G 18, 
Adedibu’s loyalists and G 14, 
those loyal to Ladoja. While 
the Speaker Adeolu Adeleke 
leads G14, his deputy who 
was elected on September 15, 
2005 the day the House last 
sat as a united entity, Hon. 
Oluyemi Taiwo assumed the 
lead ersh ip  o f  G 18. The 
dingdong which commenced 
on December 13 eventually 
led to the impeachment o f  the 
governor last Thursday.

The impeachment of Gov­
ernor Ladoja by 18 members 
o f  the state House o f  Assem­
bly was the culmination o f the 
24 months bither political 
battle between Ladoja and 
A dedibu for the soul o f  
Ibadan, the largest city in 
West Africa. With the suc­
cessfu l im peachm ent o f  
Ladoja, Oyo State becomes 
the second state after Baylesa 
w here the im peachm ent 
weapon was deployed to re­
move a democratically elected 
chief executive.

The first to be removed 
through im peachm ent was 
G overno r D ieprieye  
Alamicyeseigha o f  Bayelsa 
last December. As if to under­
score the relevance o f politi­
cal g o d fa th e rs  in the 
c o u n try ’s body p o litic s , 
Alhaji Adedibu has proven to 
be a stronger godfather than 
others across the country 
who tried in vain to remove 
their errant godsons whom 
they installed as chief execu­
tiv es  o f  th e ir  re sp ec tiv e  
states.

Even the strongm an o f 
K w ara p o litic s , O luso la  
Saraki, failed in his bid to re­
move the former governor o f 
the state, Mohammed Lawal, 
but he could only prevented 
him from coming back to of­
fice in 2003 general elections 
which saw his son emerging 
as the governor.

Ladoja’s road to political 
obscurity began later in 2003 
when Alhaji Adedibu accused 
him of running the state with­
out consulting others who 
assisted him in his journey to 
the A godi G overnm ent 
H ouser The strongm an o f

By Olumide Bajulaiye,
Correspondent ( Lagos)

Ibadan politics was vehement 
in his attack, accusing the 
former governor o f forgetting 
all those who worked for his 
success at the polls in the 
sharing o f political offices.

During the electioneering 
campaigns that ushered in 
the in cu rren t R epub lic , 
Adedibu was to be with the 
All Peoples Party APP now 
All Nigerian Peoples Party. It 
was however clear that he 
was comfortable with work­
ing for the joint Presidential 
candidate o f  the APP and the 
AD in 1999.He had worked 
against Olu Falae during the 
presidential campaigns o f the 
aborted Third Republic, when 
he supported the late Gen. 
Shehu M usa Y ar’A dua in 
1992.

It was not long he found 
h im se lf  in to  the P eop les 
Democratic Party PDP and 
regained his kingmaker role.

Throughout the first part 
of the last administration in 
the state Adedibu found him­
self in the opposition party in 
the state, as the AD had won 
the governor’s seat in the 
1999 election. But it was ob­
vious that A dedibu would 
play a key role in the emer­
gence o f  the PDP in the state, 
having played similar roles in 
the state’s affairs post Second 
Republic.

A dedibu  w as the 
kingmaker even during the 
military regimes that ruled the 
nation betw een 1984 and 
May 1999. He also played the 
kingm aker role during the 
process leading to the an­
nulled June 12 1993 elections 
as well as the disputed presi­
dential primaries held before 
the annulled election.

Governor Lam Adesina 
who ruled the state between 
1999 and 2003 had to keep 
Adedibu away from his gov­
ernment.

Prior to the gubernatorial 
primaries which saw the emer­
gence o f  Ladoja as governor­
ship candidate in 2002, it was 
full of troubles for the PDP in 
Oyo State. The party had then 
been evenly split between 
Adedibu and Alhaji Yekeen 
Adeojo, the former Deputy 
N ational Chairm an o f  the 
party. Before the primaries, 
there was a serious tussle 
over the control o f  the party 
in the state. A dedibu and 
Adeojo could not immedi­
ately agree on who takes the 
leadership position.

The state congresses had 
to be taken to Atjujas where a 
state executive com m ittee 
loyal to Adedibu emerged. 
That done, the primaries for 
the election o f  the governor 
was made easy. Adedibu had 
to deployed his machinery to 
ensure victory in favour o f 
Ladoja, ahead o f Adeojo, who 
had contested for the same 
post in the last three election 
in the state and lost.

The rom ance betw een 
Adedibu and Ladojg did not 
last. Barely a week after the

Ladoja was swom-in in 2003 
the bad blood started brew­
ing over the sharing o f  the 
goodies o f  electoral victory.

It w as sa id  th a t the 
strongman wanted wanted to 
appoint commissioners into

exaggerated, he was graceful 
enough to  adm it tha t 
Adedibu contributed a lot to 
his political victory. Many 
political watchers, however, 
believed that Ladoja could 
not have won the state’s gu-

C hief Lamidi Ariyibi Adedibu, the proponent o f  Amala politics.

bematorial election withoutkey positions and get his loy­
alists into major parastatals. 
The two forces managed to 
work together and evolved a 
state cabinet which was in 
place till May 2005. Ladoja, in 
an a ttem pt to shake o ff  
A d ed ib u ’s heavy  yoke 
sacked the pro Adedibu cabi­
net and installed his own men.

A cco rd ing  to A lhaji 
Adedibu, “Ladoja is eating 
alone and has forgotten all 
those party men who toiled 
night and day to ensure his 
victory”. Adedibu thereafter 
drew the battle line and vowed 
that the governor would not 
be allowed to run for a sec­
ond term because he is not a 
team player.

The Ibadan-based politi­
cian withdrew his support for 
the administration and mobi­
lized aggrieved members of 
the party against the gover­
nor.

Prior to this bad blood be­
tween the governor and his 
estranged political godfather, 
not a few in Ibadan believed 
that the former rode to office 
on the back o f  A dedibu , 
popularly referred to as the 
A laafin  o f  M olete by the 
who’s who in Ibadan poltics. 
A dedibu had also claim ed 
that he single-handedly made 
it possible for Ladoja to be­
come goye$gor o f t-hje stateat

the support o f Alhaji Adediu.
This was why keen watch­

ers o f political development 
in the state viewed Alhaji 
A dedibu’s political venom 
against the ex-governor as an 
evil omen that will blow the 
state no good.

In one o f his allegations 
against Ladoja, Adedibu said 
the agreement he had with 
g o v ern o r was tha t he 
Adedibu would be the leader 
o f the party in the state while 
the governor would concen­
trate with administratering the 
state, which Ladoja disre­
garded and went on to as­
sume the leadership o f  the 
party as well as the state.

In his response to this, 
Ladoja said, “there was no 
agreement. The only agree­
ment was that I was going to 
serve the  peop le  o f  the 
state” . On Adedibu’s claim 
that he was m arginalized, 
Ladoja said Adedibu always 
told his supporters not to ac­
cept appointment from his 
government.

Perhaps the last straw  
that broke the camel’s back 
was the assassination  a t­
tempt on Alhaji Adedibu in 
August 2005 and the killing 
of his political associate, Lati 
Olaniyan popular called Lati 
O sbogbo by u n id en tified

denied it and accused his de­
tractors o f  trying to cause 
chaos in the state.

Chaos indeed engulfed 
the state later as supporters 
o f  Adedibu and the former 
governor engaged in series of 
violent attacks, destroying 
properties worth millions of 
naira.

At that point, the duo ap­
peared to have reached a 
point o f not return in their 
battles. Several reconcilia­
tions, including those held at 
the instance  o f  P residen t 
Olusegun Obasanjo, the PDP 
and the other South W est 
governors, all to no avail.

The gulf between the two 
camps widened during the 
party re-registration exercise 
last year. Majority of Ladoja’s 
men were deregistered, while 
parallel congresses were held 
by the cam ps during  the 
ward, local government and 
state congresses o f the party.

With the firm directive 
from the leadership of the PDP 
that its followers must go the 
way o f the President, it was 
clear that reconciling Adedibu 
and Ladoja was going to be a 
futile effort. Adedibu is a loy­
alist o f President Olusegun 
O basan jo , w hile  L adoja 
prided his trade with the Vice 
President Atiku Abubakar. It 
was learnt that efforts by the 
south west governor to let 
Ladoja retrace his steps and 
join the mainstream o f the 
party was treated with levity 
by Ladoja, thus the gulf con­
tinuously widened.

Three months before the 
impeachment, the sitting o f 
the State House o f Assembly 
had been held in abeyance. 
The g o v e rn o r’s m en had 
caused the mace to be kept 
with the police commissioner 
in the state to stave off a meet­
ing o f the House. Eventually 
a majority o f the lawmakers 
were able to retrieve the mace 
but the sitting turned into 
confusion.

Their attempt to sit inside 
the assembly complex was re­
buffed by 13 other lawmakers 
who were loyal to the gover­
nor. After a scuffle between 
the two groups, the G 18 relo­
cated to the D ’Rovans Hotel, 
where they pronounced the 
impeachment notice and an­
nounced the indefinite sus­
pension o f seven members of 
the H ouse inc lu d in g  the 
Speaker.

The governor did not ini­
tially take the impeachment 
p rocedure  serious. There 
were legal battle raised by his 
men. The fact that the speaker 
was on the governor’s side 
serve as morale booster for 
him and his supporters. Thus 
Ladoja refused to answer to 
the charges raised by the G 18 
and on D ecem ber 22, the 
group proceeded to pass a 
motion mandating the state 
Acting Chief Judge, Justice 
Adeniran Afolabi to consti-

the city o f Ibadan on that da\ 
when the lawmakers loyal 
the governor resisted attemr 
by the G18 to take over the 
assembly. After a f i\e  hou- 
gun battle the G18 with the 
support o f the anti-riot police 
men were able to enter th. 
com plex w here they con 
ducted a 45 minutes sitting tc 
pass the motion.

The pro-im peachm en 
law m akers had perfectee 
their act with the indefinite 
suspension o f seven of pro- 
Ladoja on the strength o: or 
der 42 rule 9 of the House 
Since the G 18 had the mace 
and the keys to the complex it 
was incumbent on the CJ to 
succumb to the motion

And so on January 4, the 
seven man panel headed b> 
Chief Bolaji Ayorinde SAN 
was inaugurated. The panel 
immediately invited all stake­
holders. The G 18 group wa s  
well represented while the G 14 
was busy fighting the consti­
tution o f  the panel. There 
were court cases attempting 
to stop the panel from sitting, 
attempts were also made to 
stop the House from impeacn- 
ing the governor. But an 
Ibadan High Court declined 
jurisdiction in the matter, thus 
clearing the way for the pro­
impeachment lawmakers to 
carry on.

Early last week there was 
clear indication that the gov - 
emor was on his way out. B y  
Friday 7th the panel had con­
cluded hearing the case o f the 
G18 and was ready to lister 
to the governor. But his law­
yer, Yusuf Alii SAN went be­
fore the panel to protest. The 
governor was supposed to 
appear on Monday the 10th 
in defence, again his men did 
not turn up. They merely went 
their to question the compo­
sition o f  the members, whose 
credibility they doubted. Af­
ter an exhaustive drama at the 
venue o f the panel sitting, the 
panel gave a verdict rejecting 
the objections.

The panel chairman later 
gave the governor up to 6pm 
that Monday to defend the al­
legations against him, his fail­
ure to do so meant that the 
case was closed. A last minute 
efforts by South West gover­
nors who led Ladoja to Presi­
dent Obasanjo could not save 
the governor. Obasanjo was 
said to have told them to for­
get his intervention.

To buttress his stand the 
p res id en t on W ednesday 
when he visited Pa Emmanuel 
Alayande on his 96 birthday 
told the old man to inform the 
former governor that the only 
honourable thing to do was 
for him to resign.

The g overno r d id  not 
heed  the advice and on 
Thursday, member o f  G18 
concluded the impeachment 
process by pronouncing the.

the, jex jieijp^jipfj^ th^ry to^.Jpeoifiet’ 'rEvefji.e th ough  
Ibadan ifuiige(i£s. g<- 1>t ^  .Adfrdibu-held/the .governor

-Even thopgb. Ladoja,h^s , responsible fo r .these das- 
described Adedibu’s claim as tardly acts, Ladoja’s camp

tute a'sfrVefn-i'nan pandl ih a:C- . .  , , ...
'r  cordanti’with iJicfattfs 6f  Sfcd-r  q him p e a c h e d ,  ^ d e p u t y  f
■i t io h t8 8 (^ d f t f e 'r 9 ^ 9 C o V -  9 !un^ a C h n sto p ^ r; A fcT  
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Stage set for FIBA World Championship*
The draw in Tokyo on Sun­

day has set the stage for 
the FIBA World Champi­
onship 2006 in Japan.

The make-up o f  the 4 groups 
determined the match schedule 
for the first 5 game days of the 
m ost com petitive basketball 
event in the world.

In presence o f team delega­

tions from five continents and 
many dignitaries, the draw was 
conducted  in the P rince 
Takanawa Hotel in Tokyo. Bas­
ketball legends such as Dino 
Meneghin from Italy, and Jean 
Jacques Conceicao, one of the 
best ever African players from 
Angola, were drawing the lots.

“The draw was extremely

well organized and we had a per­
fect show,” said FIBA Secretary 
General Patrick Baumann.

“We did not expect anything 
less from the Japanese Organis­
ing Committee and we are sure 
that the championship will be 
organized with the same preci­
sion and care for the detail.”

On 19th August, the open­

ing day o f the FIBA World Cham- 
pionship, O lympic cham pion 
A rgen tina  w ill p lay  against 
France in Group A. Host Japan 
will meet European vice-cham- 
pion Germany in Group B whilst 
in Group C Lithuania will play 
against Turkey.

In Group D the USA will try 
to take revenge for their 92-73

O lym pic opening gam e loss 
against Puerto Rico.

The draw brought no big 
surprises and FIBA’s goal to 
have geographically balanced 
groups was fully reached. A look 
at the groups demonstrates again, 
that the 2006 edition o f the FIBA 
World Championship will be the 
most competitive ever.

In Group A the O lym pic 
champion Argentina will meet 
the defending World Champion 
Serbia & Montenegro and Euro­
pean bronze medal winner France 
whilst in Group B superstars Pau 
G asol from  Spain and D irk 
Nowitzki from Germany will try 
to enter the Eight Finals in top 
positions.

In Group C European cham-

petition from Lithuania 
Turkey and Austral a. 
experts view Group D 
most competitive with h 
ball super power USA 
ympic silver meda!l st It 

T rad itio n a l power 
Puerto Rico and emergi 
tries China and Senegal 
give their best to reach the 
Finals.

L The teams will pla> i 
each other in the p re lr 
phase in four groups of > 
The 4 top teams from eac t 
will then qualify directK 
Eighth-Finals, Quarter- 
Semi-Finals and Finals 

A ll the gam es fro 
Eighth-Finals to the Fin. 
be played on a one-gai:..

pion Greece will face fierce com- _ nation basis.

The draw fo r  the FIBA World Basketball Championship billed fo r  Japan later this year took place in Tokyo on Sunday.

‘Senegal has come
D

o n ’t expect Senegal's 
p layers to ask  Team 
U SA ’s stars for their 

shoes at the FIBA World Cham­
pionship 2006 as the Angolans 
did at the 1992 Olympics in Bar­
celona.

“We’re past asking people 
for their shoes,” Senegal interna­
tional forward M akhtarN’Diaye 
said to PA Sport, when asked 
about his team’s Group D match­
up with the United States. “We 
know them guys in the NBA. We 
have guys in the NBA, too.” 

Among their NBA contin­
gent is Los Angeles Clippers re­
serve center Boniface N ’Dong, 
voted the top player at the FIB/, 
A frica  C ham pionship in the 
summer 2005 when Senegal cap­
tured a silver medal.

of age’

Awojobi confident of progression
Nig eria  fo rw ard  T unji 

Awojobi is confident his 
team will make it through 
to the next stage o f the 2006 

FIBA World Cham pionship - 
even if  it’s by the skin o f  their 
teeth.

The D ’Tigers were drawn 
alongside Argentina, France, 
Venezuela, Serbia & Montenegro 
and Lebanon in Group A during 
Sunday’s draw in Japan.

Serbia & Montenegro - or 
Yugoslavia as they were then 
known - and Argentina were first 
and second in the last World 
Championship in Indianapolis 
and are likely to be.favourites to 
claim the top two spots in the 
group.

However, the remaining two 
qualifying spots are up for grabs 
with France and Venezuela both 
having realistic hopes o f making 
it beyond the first hurdle.

Awojobi also believes the 
D’Tigers are in the mix, although 
he admits it is likely to be as the 
last-placed qualifier in the group.

“I f  the fourth team  goes 
through, I think w e’ll be fourth.” 
he told PA Sport. “We will go 
through, but it will be tough.

“We have the athletes and 
the team work. I think we’re go­
ing to su rp rise  the w orld. 
They’re not going to be counting 
on us.”

Awojobi, who plays for Is­
raeli club Maccabi Ironi Ramat 
Gan. insists he is not daunted 
about facing any o f the other

By Ismaila Umaru Lere,
Assistant Editor, with 

Agency Reports 
teams in their group but singled 
out two-time de fending champi-

ons Serbia & Montenegro for 
special praise.

“W hen you play teams like 
A rgen tina  o r Serb ia  & 
Montenegro cr France, you’re 
playing against NBA teams. All

those teams have four or five 
NBA players at least. We have 
to be ready for them,” he said.

“Serbia & Montenegro are a 
pillar o f basketball. They play 
great basic basketball and team

ball. And they have some o f the 
best players in the world. To 
compete against them you have 
to practice and play without mis­
takes. They feed off your mis­
takes.”

Serena survives after Venus tumbles
v enus W illiam s w as 

knocked out o f the Aus 
tralian Open on Monday 

and her sister Serena was lucky 
not to suffer the same fate on a 
dramatic start to the first grand 
slam o f the year.

Tenth seed Venus made her 
earliest grand slam exit in five 
years when she fell to little- 
know n B u lgarian  teen ag er 
Tszvetana Pironkova 2-6 6-0 9- 
7 in the first round while Serena 
struggled to keep her title defence 
alive with a battling 6-3 6-7 6-2 
w in over unseeded  C hinese 
player Li Na.

“Ijustcouldn’tpull my game 
together. I don't know what hap­
pened,” a dejected Venus said at 
a news conference.

“I was in good form but I 
just somehow fell off.”

The American sisters both 
came into the tournament with 
question marks about their fit­
ness but Serena said her biggest 
problem against Li was mental.

“Everyone chokes, I choked 
today,” she said. “I just lost it 
basically, I d id n 't do w hat I 
needed to do.” ;; ^  *

Venus was the biggest casu­

alty on an action-packed open­
ing day at Melbourne Park that 
saw eight seeded players elimi­
nated.

Tfie m en’s draw lost two 
seeds. Former Australian Open 
finalist O r  I os Moya lost in five 
sets to Andrei Pavei and big-serv­
ing American Taylor Dent fell to 
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez.

The w om en’s draw  lost 
ninth seed Elena Dementieva, 
who was beaten by Germany’s 
Julia Schruff, as well as Tatiana 
Golovin, Ai Sugiyama, Anabel 
M edina G arrigues and Klara 
Koukalova.

A rgentina’s M asters Cup 
champion David Nalbandian, one 
o f  just four men to beat Roger 
Federer last year, survived a 
tough scrap with Thai qualifier 
Danai Udomchoke to win 6-2 6- 
2 1-6 6-7 6-1.

His Davis Cup team mate, 
eighth seed Gaston Gaudio, had 
a m uch easie r tim e aga in s t 
Razvan Sabau, strolling into the 
second round when the injured 
Romanian pulled out in the sec­
ond set.

“ I t’s not the best way to 
start but it’s  good always to win.

the score d o esn ’t m a tte r ,” 
Nalbandian said.

World number one Lindsay 
Davenport had a short first day, 
crushing A ustralian w ildcard 
Casey Dellacqua 6-2 6-1 in less 
than  an hour, w hile  M aria 
Sharapova and Justine Henin- 
Hardenne also made light work 
o f their opponents.

“I feel like I’m ready for the 
challenges,” said D avenport, 
Australian Open champion nd 
runner-up to Serena Williams 12 
months ago.

Sharapova showed few signs 
o f the shoulder injury that threat­
ened to wreck her campaign as 
she breezed to a 6-2 6-1 first- 
round win over Sandra Kloesel 
w hile 2004 A ustralian  Open 
champion Henin-Hardenne beat 
Marta Domachowska 6-2 6-1.

“That’s one of the first times 
I played a match without feeling 
anything,” Sharapova said.

“I don’t expect it to be that 
like for the whole tournament so 
I’m very happy I got through 
that one without any pain.”

Pironkova, playing in her 
first grand slam match, showed 
no sign o f nerv es or being inti­

mated by the power o f Venus, 
frustrating her opponent by te­
naciously running down every 
shot she played.

“I have know (about) Venus 
for a long time from the TV when 
I was a little kid,” Pironkova said. 
“I always loved her game.

“But when you go on court I 
am a professional player, so I 
should not think about (the fact) 
that she was kind o f my idol be­
fore ''

The seven-foot cente 
tower o f power for the S. 
lese, who even tua l^  f r  
second best to Angola.

Another Senegalese h 
who could end up tru\ e 
Japan is the Dallas V la\. 
seven-footer, DeSag ana 

N ’D iaye, w ho p 
French Pro B side Leva II 
mits Senegal kno the 
have the best o f chance' 
the Americans. But the y.i 
the tournament a ' a w i 
going to be a huge togs’ 
egal’s basketball develop 

“Everybody wants 
against the US so it w *11 be 
experience, especiall\ 
young players,” N 'Dias 
“It will be good for Sene 
ketball. The game a ill Ix 
all over the rest o f tie  w<" 
they will have players 
proving the USA is the be 
we have nothing to lose ' 

N ’Diaye played colie_ 
ketball in America, irsi 
Michigan Wolverines an 
after transferring, at North 
lina. He has been a joum . 
pro Europe and has turr. 
for his country on numer 
casions. N ’D iaye W3S 
team that finished runne 
Angola.

N ’Diaye, who lives ir 
Carolina in the close-seas 
w anted to be draw n . 
France in Group D instea* 
US.

“ I w ould have pre 
France to the US,” V  Dia\ 
“1 was really looking forv 
seeing them in the group 

N ’D iaye may warn 
careful what he wishes 
could be a blessing that 
are not in Group D becau 
Tony Parker, Boris Diau 
Pietrus brothers - Flore 
Mickael - in the French si 
Bleus have one o f the m 
citing teams in intematior 
ketball.

Instead, Senegal ha\ e 
dition to the United State' 
Slovenia, Puerto Rico and 

“We could maybe snc. 
win against Italy or Slo' 
N ’Diaye said. “We have .. 
chance in those game 
against the United State' 
will be strong with Yao M i 
com pany. And we all 
Puerto Rico.”

Simply getting out oft 
round will be a big acc* ■ •• 
ment.

“T h a t’s a w ishful . 
N ’Diaye said. “But il v 
dream, let’s dream *bout a 
out o f the first round."

v>en-
em.
plav
iH'eat
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Barca victory overshadowed by Eto’s spittin
B arcelona opened up a bao. Samuel Eto’o as having, “de- can Player o f tne Year, had spat Lionel Messi responded to theopened up 

seven-point gap at the 
top o f the Spanish first

•  division with a 2-1 win over rel­
egation-threatened Athletic Bil-

However, the game was over­
shadow ed by the post-m atch 
com m ents o f  A th letic  coach 
Javier Clemente who refered to

having, 
scended from trees.”

Clemente was incensed that 
Eto’o, the Spanish first division’s 
top scorer and the reigning Afri-

i Player o f tBe Year, had spat 
at one o f his players towards the 
end o f the game, but his words 
were viewed as a racist slur.

Goals from Ronaldinho and

responded 
early shock o f going behind after 
16 minutes from a header by Ath­
letic’s Fernando Llorente and ex- 
tended Barca’s winning streak to

Inter M ilan’s Nigerian striker Obafemi Martins, left, celebrates with teammate Adriano o f  Brazil after scoring against Cagliari at the San Siro stadium, Milan on Sunday

Del Piero inspires Juventus again, AC Milan lose
A lessandro Del Piero 

maintained his record- 
breaking form when 
he struck  the w inner in 

Juventus’s laboured 1-0 win 
over Reggina in Serie A on 
Sunday.

The striker, who hit a hat- 
trick in midweek against Ital­
ian Cup rivals Fiorentina to 
surpass Giampiero Boniperti 
as the c lu b ’s all-tim e top 
scorer, netted  ju s t before 
halftime to maintain Juve’s 
100 percent record at home.

The result gave leaders 
Juventus 52 points from 19 
matches, 10 points ahead of 
second-placed Inter Milan, 
who edged out Cagliari 3-2.

AC Milan slipped back 
one place to third on 40 points 
after losing 1 -0 to AS Roma in 
the Italian capital.

F io ren tina  rem ained  
fourth, also on 40 points, af­
ter the d iv ision ’s leading 
scorer Luca Toni broke his 
recent goal drought to hit the 
target twice, including a stop- 
page-time winner, in a 2-1 vic­
tory over Chievo Verona.

Reggina had taken just 
three points in their previous 
eight away games and were 
expected to offer little resist­
ance to the Italian champions.

Juve started brightly with 
David Trezeguet volleying 
against the post, but 
Reggina’s confidence grew 
as C arlos P aredes and 
Giacom o Tedesco flashed 
shots narrow ly  w ide o f  
Gianluigi Buffon’s goal.

In the end it was 31-year- 
old Del Piero who came to 
Juve’s rescue.

The Italy international 
ran on to Trezeguet’s chip 
and lashed the ball past 
keeper Nicola Pavarini to take 
his tally for the club to 186.

In the second half, Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic missed a great 
chance to extend Juve’s lead 
when he scuffed the ball wide

from close range.
Inter M ilan endured a 

similarly nervy afternoon at 
the San Siro stadium.

Roberto Mancini’s team 
failed to score in either of their 
matches this year against Si­
ena and Parma but seemed 
well in control as they went 
2-0 up in the opening 15 min­
utes against Cagliari.

Brazilian striker Adriano 
was involved in both goals, 
first pumping forward a long 
ball for Obafemi Martins to 
score on the break before tak­

ing advantage o f a great run 
and cross by Javier Zanetti to 
tap in at the far post.

Cagliari pulled one back 
through Mauro Esposito in 
the 20th minute but Andrea 
C apone’s foul on Adriano 
early in the second half al­
lowed the Brazilian to restore 
Inter’s two-goal cushion from 
the penalty spot.

Inter’s hopes o f a trouble- 
free finale were dashed in the 
81st m inute w hen David 
Suazo’s free kick deflected off 
Walter Samuel to beat keeper

Julio Cesar.
The win m oved In ter 

above city rivals Milan, who 
suffered their fifth away de­
feat of the season in Rome.

Milan’s strike partnership 
of Andriy Shevchenko and 
A lberto  G ilard ino  had 
notched up eight goals be­
tween them in their previous 
three Serie A matches, but 
struggled to wriggle through 
Roma’s defence.

Clarence Seedorf almost 
put Milan ahead with a long- 
range effort that flew just wide

early in the second half.
At the other end defender 

Cristian Chivu wasted a good 
chance to give the home side 
the lead when he opted to 
pass instead o f taking a shot 
from close range.

Roma grabbed the winner 
in the 81 st minute. Midfielder 
Mancini —  playing his first 
Serie A game after a two- 
month injury layoff— picked 
up Francesco Totti’s pass on 
the edge of the area and fired 
in a shot that deflected off 
Jaap Stam to beat Dida at his 
near post.

Election to FIFA c’ttee to dominate CAF congress
A battle for influential 

places on FIFA’s all- 
pow erful executive 

com m ittee is expected to 
dominate proceedings at the 
C onfederation  o f A frican 
Football Congress, which 
opens in Cairo on Tuesday.

Two o f Africa’s four seats 
on the FIFA executive will be 
decided upon by the 52-na- 
tion CAF, who will see their

ranks increased by one when 
the Comoros Islands are for­
mally inducted as members.

Five candidates are stand­
ing for the two seats with the 
top two in the poll joining the 
FIFAcommitteein2007. .

O utgoing  com m ittee  
member Ismail Bhamjee of 
Botswana is standing again 
but under much pressure to 
retain his seat, having lost a

bitter battle for the CAF presi­
dency to Issa Hayatou two 
years ago.

Mali’s Amadou Diakite is 
not standing again after not 
being nominated by his coun- 
try’s football authorities.

Instead the new president 
o f the Mali Football Federa­
tion, former African Footballer 
o f the Year Salif Keita, is up 
for election.

Mido predicts Egypt-Cote d’Ivoire
Tottenham striker Mido 

predicted he and his 
Egyptian team m ates 

would face off against Cote 
d’Ivoire in the African Na­
tions Cup final next month in 
Cairo,

“I think Egypt will play 
Cote d ’Ivoire in the final,” 
Ahmed ‘Mido’ Hossam told 
the Egyptian weekly Al-Fajr 
published Monday.

Spurs’ inspirational 22- 
year-old voiced his optimism 
that Egypt had the skill and 
the determination to make up 
for failing to reach the World 
Cup finals in Germany later 
this year.

“We have to dream and be

African final
optimistic, there’s no point in 
crying over spilled milk,” said 
Mido, adding he was confi­
dent that the Pharaohs could 
lift a fifth African trophy on 
February 10.

He neverthe less de­
scribed the Ivorian squad —  
spearheaded  by C helsea 
striker Didier Drogba —  as 
“the best prepared team on 
the continent”.

Commentators in Egypt 
have been critic ising  the 
Egyptian line-up and predict­
ing it would struggle to go 
beyond the group stages

while many have put their 
money on Cote d’Ivoire to lift 
a second continental trophy.

But Mido banked on the 
home advantage to defeat 
Egypt’s rivals.

“Playing the cup at home 
in front o f our fans will make 
a tremendous difference. In 
addition , we have a very 
strong team that can win any 
competition,” he said.

Seeded Egypt will first 
confront Cote d ’Ivoire on 
January 28 in a very competi­
tive group A, which also in­
cludes Morocco and Libya.

The other seeded nations 
are Cameroon, holders Tuni­
sia and Nigeria.

The two favourites are 
Nigerian AmosAdamu, a vet­
eran sports administrator, and 
Ivory C o a s t’s Jacques 
Anouma, whose energetic 
leadership o f his country’s 
football federation has been 
part o f  the success o f  the 
Ivorian team’s qualification 
for a first World Cup finals 
appearance later this year.

The other candidate is 
South African Football Asso- 
c ia tion  p resid en t M olefi 
O liphant, who also has a 
chance if  the congress is per­
suaded to choose members 
from different geographical 
regions o f Africa.

Africa has two other mem­
bers on the FIFA executive. 
Hayatou, from Cameroon, is 
automatically a FIFA vice- 
president by virtue of being 
leader of African football and 
Tunisia’s Slim Chiboub won 
election two years ago.

The congress will also 
hold elections for three posts 
on the 12-member CAF execu­
tive committee.

The congress is tradition­
ally held before the start of 
the African Nations Cup tour­
nament which get underway 
in Cairo on Friday.

shame
league games.
The Catalan club’s mpre- 

sive lead over the rest o f the 
rivals at the end o f the firs: ha 
o f the Spanish season was helpc. 
by second-placed Osasuna Ic­
ing 2-0 at Valencia on Saturday 

Athletic came out fighting 
the Nou Camp and silenced ti . 
Barca faithful when Llorente w. - 
left unmarked to head home 
Francisco Yeste cross from v\ i 
on the right flank.

A huge upset started to lo< • 
on the cards with Barca iooki: _ 
second best for much o f the fir - 
half until Ronaldinho le \e lk  . 
from the penalty spot se\ on m r 
utes before the break.

The two-time World Play, 
o f the Year got his 12th goal i ■ 
the season after Athletic defend. 
Fernando Amorebieta was judgi 
to have handled the ball

Messi then hammered hon . 
the winner six minutes after ha 
time from just inside the-.r vat.: 
box.

Nevertheless, it wa> an ur 
impressive performance fror 
Barca, and the night ended on 
negative note when Deco w. - 
sen t o f f  for pu llin g  Carl* - 
Gurpegui’s hair after a cluni' 
challenge from  the A thlct 
midfielder.

In the accompanying m elt. 
E to’o was seen to spit at At' 
letic defender Unai Exposito 

Real Madrid got their fir- 
league win at home since Ju. 
Ramon Lopez Caro took ovc 
from  the sacked  W anderlc ' 
Luxemburgo with a 4-2 victor- 
over Sevilla, helped by a Zinedu 
Zidane second-half hat-trick 

Jose Maria Gutierrez open*, 
the scoring after just seven mi 
utes but Sevilla got back into th 
game when Luis Fabiano equa 
ised five minutes after the brea - 

The Brazilian picked up tl . 
ball on the edge o f  the area aft. 
Real goalkeeper Iker Casill. ' 
could only parry away the b;: 
from an initial shot by Dam. 
Alves.

Zidane then quickly put Rea 
back in the driving seat with tu 
goals in three minutes, the firs1 
penalty after A itor Ocio ha.: 
brought down Julio Baptista.

Ocio got one back for the \ i 
tors seven minutes from time b it 
Zidane, having his best game 
the season, completed his h - 
scoring spree three minutes in 
injury time.

Bottom club Alave-- ->u!l. 
o ff a shock 2-0 away victory 
high-flying Deportivo La Corui 

Australian international Ju1 
Aloisi headed Alpves in front a 
ter 21 minutes, contacting wi: 
a long pass out o f the l.udfie 
by Jandro Castro.

Equatorial Guinea <ntem 
tional Rodofo Bodipo th i add.. 
Alaves’ second shortly »r the 
break, blasting home an 
cross from just inside the a 

A laves’ hero though 
their Argentine goalkeeper (I 
Constanzo, who pulled off a 
ries o f first-rate saves to g r \e . 
Carlos Oliva a winning 
his career as coach.

Oliva was the assist 
the previous coach Chuch. 
but took over at the he:m 
Monday when the club sack, 
his predecessor.

“At th is m om ent, I 'm  
heaven,” said Oliva, who adm 
ted he could not have imagine,1 
his career as a first division < oav 
would start in such a fashion.

“There has been many tim . - 
when I ’ve thought about wh. 
we should do and how to execi . 
such a plan, and today was t . 
day,” added Oliva, whose tea - 
travel to Barcelona next Sund;

Another surprise came when 
Racing Santander beat Viliam 
1-0 despite having to play m> . 
o f the second half with only ni . 
men.

Racing’s Sergio Matabue- .. 
headed home a Raul Martin e re "  
midway through the first half) 
the only goal of the game, b e fc . 
Pablo Alfaro and Pablo Pinill . 
got their marching orders.
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Presentation of first paper 
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Closing prayers
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ov reopens NFA Secretariat
I he NFA Secretariat 
which has been under 
locks and key since 

Deccm!. • 29 following the 
elections into the new NFA 
Executive Com m ittee was 
reopened even as a new Elec-

i toral Committee was inaugu­
rated at the board o f the Sec­
retariat yesterday.

Acting NFA scribe, Fanny 
Amun, announced yesterday 
that the government has con- 

■ ~ c e d e d  to the request for the

Obafemi’s

'' p r e

uper Eagles boss, Au 
gustine Eguavoen, has 
said that he is delighted 

at the current form o f Inter 
M ilan o f  Ita ly  w hiz k id  
Obafemi Martins.

Martins hit the back o f  the 
net in his club’s Serie A match 
Sunday to send a visibly de­
lighted Eguavoen drooling 
here in Faro: “First o f  all, I 
want to say a big congrats to 
the boy over h is  g o a l,” 
E guavoen to ld
Nigeriansportsonline.com in a 
chat Sunday night.

“Martins ability in front o f 
goal is never in doubt. We all 
know this guy will bury any 
chance giving to him in the 
right place.

“O f course, I’m delighted 
for him and now he has to re­
turn to camp and concentrate 
on Egypt where I pray like 
everybody that he is injury 
free and has a nice tourna­
ment.

“I have no doubt in my 
mind that our boys are all in 
good form and I’m convinced 
we’ll do the nation proud in 
Egypt.”

Martins, Nwankwo Kanu 
and Joseph  Yobo are all 
scheduled to hit Eagles Faro 
camp on Monday.

By Patrick Andrew,
Asst. Head Sports Desk

reopening o f  the secretariat 
to allow for skeletal services 
until situation returns to nor­
mal.

Amun, however, said only 
22 staff are to form part o f the 
team that would perform the 
skeletal services, noting that 
entry and exit into the secre­
tariat will henceforth be after 
due screening by the security 
personnel.

The secretary, who listed 
the 22 staff that will work for 
the mean time in the Glass 
House, said the government 
had to sealed off the office to 
guarantee the safety of lives 
and property, adding there 
was increasing public dissent 
against the leadership o f Ni­
geria football following cer­
tain development within the 
period.

According to him, the act­
ing heads o f  department of

finance and administration, 
m arketing , in te rn a tio n a l, 
Osawure Oyemwense, Law­
rence Katke and Alizo Chuks 
are to resume for work. Oth­
ers are Bamabas Zoro, who 
will take charge o f the Public 
R e la tio n s and  P ress, 
Emmanuel Anyanbumi is to 
oversee the female depart­
ment, Okey Obi, the legal unit; 
while Eno Akpan , Celestine 
Aneem eje, John Adelowo, 
Enebi Achur and others com­
plete the list.

Following the re-opening 
o f  the NFA Secretariat, the 
first function performed was 
the inauguration o f the new 
Electoral Committee set up at 
the instance o f the NFA Ex­
traordinary General Assembly 
held in Abuja on January 6.

The inaugura tion  was 
conducted by the Chairman 
o f the stakeholders meeting 
that called the congress on 
January 6, Barrister Amanze 
Uchegbunam in company of

seven others representing the 
six geopolitical zones and the 
club owners.

W hile inaugurating the 
seven-member committee, the 
congress charged the mem­
bers to come out with guide­
lines that would not disen­
franchise aspirants, adding 
that the problems which led 
to the new arrangement was 
a family one that must not be 
stretched to a ridiculous level 
to the detriment o f  football.

In the acceptance speech, 
the Chairman o f the commit­
tee and former NFA Secretary 
-  General, Mustapha Kadiri, 
assured o f  judicious execu­
tion o f the assignment for the 
good ofNigeria football. “We 
won’t let you down”.

Charles Ojugbana is the 
secretary o f  the committee 
th a t has D an lad i B ako, 
Ganuiju Majekundumi, Teddy 
Isiadinoso, Alhaji Babayo 
Shehu and Prof. Onje Gye- 
Wado, who were absent as 
members. Okocha looking optimistic ahead o f  the Nations Cup

Eagles to play FC Cologne
Coaches o f  the Super 

E a g le s  a re  s e t  to  
have their w ish for 

the team  to p lay  a friendly 
m atch before they depart 
from their training camp in 
F aro , P o rtu g a l, fu lf ille d  
w ith Germ an side, FC C o­
logne, in line to play  them  
on W ednesday.

T h e  A u g u s tin e
E g u a v o e n  led  c o a c h in g

crew  have been frantically  
seeking for a test gam e for 
the Eagles a fte r the final 
23-m an squad for the A f­
r ic a  N a tio n s  C u p  w as 
nam ed on Tuesday, Janu­
ary 10.

A p ro p o se d  f r ie n d ly  
aga inst, the E gyptian  na­
tional team  w as canceled 
because  the E agles w ere 
not ready.

Now, after it looked like 
no team  cou ld  be got to 
play  the Eagles in Faro, a 
game against Germ an side, 
FC C o logne , w ho are  in 
Portugal on a m id-season 
train ing cam p, was all but 
concluded.

A top official o f  the Ea­
g le s  to ld
N igeriansportson-line.com  
on Sunday:

“The problem with hav­
ing the gam e w ith Cologne 
h ad  b e e n  a c o n v e n ie n t  
date for both team s.

“ T h e y  w a n te d  th e  
m a tc h  on W ed n esd ay . 
Since we would be leaving 
fo r  E g y p t on T h u rsd ay , 
the coaches fe lt tha t the 
p la y e r s  w o u ld n ’t h a v e  
enough rest before flying.

“ We p ro p o se d  T u es-

NFL hold elections Jan 28
E lections into a new 

board o f  the Nigeria 
Football League (NFL) 

will hold in Abuja 28 January, 
with a former Secretary-Gen­
eral o f  the Nigeria Football 
Association (NFA), Alhaji 
Sani Toro to head the Elec­
toral Committee.

According to the’ pro­
gram m e for the polls d is­
closed to Kick O ff in Abuja at 
the end o f  the NFL board 
m eeting late Friday night, 
board  chairm an  O yuiki

Jackson Obaseki said after 
studying the statutes and re­
alizing that the powers to or­
ganize the polls lie with it, the 
board decided to go on to re­
lease a

programme o f events that 
will lead to the emergence of 
a new board.

“The sole responsibility 
o f organizing the elections lies 
with the board and not the 
club owners as previously 
believed erroneously. Moreo­
ver, the new league season

Galadima awaits CAF invitation
: Centra 
ia(CB 

irew . 
banks 
<i25 b*uS\ 

satthe .

Chairman o f the Nigeria 
Football Association, 
Ibrahim Galadima has 

said that he is waiting for the 
Confederation o f Africa Foot­
ball (CAF) to officially invite 
him as Nigeria’s representa­
tive at the 25th edition o f the 
Cup o f Nations taking place 
in Egypt.

Galadima whose re-elec- 
tfc rA is$ h # N ¥ A tl# ii# n ^ i ̂ a #  
purportedly voided by the

Football Stakeholders in their 
meeting in Abuja on January 
6 maintained to Kick O ff that 
he remains the chairman o f the 
country’s FA.

According to him, “CAF 
as a responsible body will do 
a responsible thing to invite 
me for the Cup o f Nations in 
Egypt as it is the tradition. 
They know I am still the chair- 

^ m a n b f f l^ F A  h e re? ’* ' 4 ' * ' *  
Galadima further told said

that he has been in touch with 
the players and officials o f  the 
team in their camp at Faro Por­
tugal despite the crisis facing 
the FA.

“I have been in contact 
with the players and officials, 
and I have always told them 
to do their best for their fa­
therland despite the problems- 
we have presently. Their re­
sponse has 
couraging,” he to.

will start soon and we get this 
out o f the way now”, he ex­
plained.

Obaseki further disclosed 
that the polls will have a nine- 
man committee to be headed 
by Ahmed Sani Toro a former 
secretary-general o f the NFA 
and currently a member of the 
House o f Representatives.

The committee is to have 
a member each from each of 
the country’s six

geo-political zones; while 
the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
and the State Security Serv­
ice (SSS) will produce one 
m em ber each. Em m anuel 
Adesanya, Acting Head o f  
the Technical Department o f 
the Nigeria Football Associa­
tion (NFA) will serve as their 
Secretary.

“We have done it this 
way because we want the 
elections to have credibility. 
In addition, the NFA secre­
tariat will oversee the elec­
tions”, stated Obaseki adding 
*1—̂ tk e_elections are going 

between 1.5

Naira.
A ccording to the p ro ­

gramme of events, all of which 
will take place in Abuja, the 
Electoral Committee will be 
inaugurated on Monday 16 
January, while Guidelines for 
the elections will be released 
by the Electoral Committee 18 
January.

Collection and Return of 
Nomination Forms will take 
place between 18 January and 
22 January, while the clear­
ance o f candidates will hold 
by the Committee will hold on 
26 January.

The N FL C ongress is 
slated for 27 January at Ibro 
Hotels, venue o f the elections 
also, with the Congress slated 
to receive the final report of 
the outgoing board and then 
dissolve it same day. The elec­
tions and inauguration o f the 
new board follow at the same 
venue the following  day.

The NFL Chairman then 
went on to indicate his inten­
tion to return toi theT>oa jJ—

day, but then the Cologne 
peop le  said  th a t they a 
ready w ere going to have 
a game tomorrow, Monda 
and  so can  no t tak e  an 
o ther m atch the very ne\!  
day.

“The way it is we are 
going to shift ground and 
p lay  on W ednesday, b - t 
then make it quite early, 'O 
th a t  th e  p la y e rs  w ou d 
have enough  rest before  
we fly out on Thursday.

The Eagles flight out f 
Faro is at 9am on Thui * 
day, January 19.

Late Sunday aftem ot • 
E a g le s  c o o r d i n a t e '. 
Sum m onu B ello  O sag 
w as aw ay to w here  Co 
logne w ere cam ped, abt >at 
30 kilom etres from the V a 
gles Ria Park H otel, to put 
f in ish in g  to u ch es  to a r ­
rangem ents regarding the 
friendly match.

'vo milli^’' i-’-ba..
5 ' ,ut a ,tc> W u i  s p o r t s
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EDITORIAL
Another 2-billion-dollar loan?
w .ien the news first broke that the federal government 

was seriously looking for someone to lend it two bil­
lion US doUars to enable the Obasanjo Administra­

tion embark on “a comprehensive development of Nigeria’s 
railway system”, we could hardly believe it If any other govern­
ment, under any other leadership except that of Chief Olusegun 
Obasanjo, had even joked with the idea that Nigeria should em­
bark on another foreign borrowing spree right now, there would 
hav e been no cause f or alarm, because we would have safely 
assumed that it was just flying a ridiculous kite or something. 
But for an administration led by this same president to be seri­
ously contemplating taking another foreign debt at this par­
ticular time is indefensible.

During his first coming as military dictator between 1976 and 
1979, it w as this same Obasanjo who took a loan of the same 
magnitude [2billion dollars] before he quit power and left Nigeria 
to bear the burden of the debt albatross around its neck up till 
today. The more we tried to pay off that debt of thirty years ago, the 
more we sank into the deadly quicksand of debt servicing and 
amortisation of the principal, which kept on ballooning until it 
became a crushing load of more than 30 billion US dollars. It took 
the return to power of Chief Obasanjo and his unmatched skiU in 
diplomacy and high-wire begging to get our foreign creditors to 
forgive us 18 billion dollars of the accumulated debt, in exchange 
for our immediate payment of 12 billion doUars to regain our 
national freedom from the Paris Club alone.

The most painful thing about that debt w hich we entered into 
three decades ago is that nobody, not even succeeding national 
administrations after the Obasanjo military regime, seems to 
know how the debt mushroomed over the years, in spite of all the 
annual payments in interest and principal repayment which we 
kept on making to our creditors. And nobody has been able to 
satisfactorily point to what we did with the loans which we are 
now paying back through our noses, and some of which has now 
turned our nation into a notorious beggar country, complete 
with a huge national begging bowl. But our successive govern­
ments assured us that we do indeed owe the money and this 
Obasanjo administration tells us that we would deserve to be 
hanged and quartered if we refuse to seize this glorious partial 
debt forgiveness opportunity to buy ourselves out of bondage, 
and w e are just now feeing the bitter realisation that we must 
pay for what we did not eat

For this same leader to be now contemplating going to borrow 
another two biUion dollars, ostensibly to use in developing our 
railway system (whatever that means), is therefore like waving 
a red flag in front of a pain-maddened buU. We have not yet even 
finished paying the 12 billion doUars which they say that we owe 
the Paris Club, yet this same Obasanjo who obviously does not 
fear putting Nigeria into debt [even though we hear that he 
hates being indebted himself, as an individual] is already warm­
ing up to lead us into becoming collective debtors again!

When Daily Trust sought clarification from the Federal Min- 
istiy of Finance as to why Nigeria, with 27 billion US dollars in 
foreign reserves and a past experience with foreign debts such 
as we have had, should be going around looking for someone 
else to enslave itself financiaUy to, what we got in response from 
Mr. Paul Nwabuikwu, the minister’s special assistant for infor­
mation, was a lot of mumbo-jumbo to the effect that owing is 
quite often a virtue, even if you have your own money tq buy 
something with. His argument was too esoteric and too full of 
ju ju  economic theories for us to grasp.

W ell, not having been World Bank vice presidents like our 
finance minister nor military dictators like our incumbent 
president, we cannot authoritatively fault their expert opinion 
or advice. But since they wiU both soon go away and leave us with 
the frightening burden of paying back the debt (which would 
probably have grown a hundred-fold in another ten years), we 
humbly suggest that they do notonce agajn tie us to a new set of 
foreign creditors before they depart. To paraphrase President 
Obasanjo himself, w ho can we expect to come and lead us out of 
the debt trap again in another twenty or so years, unless we hav e 
to bother him to come out of retirement yet one more time, to 
lead us out of the wilderness?

No. th an k  you most emphatically. After May 2007. w e would 
rather not have Obasanjo as our leader ever again, no matter 
how a d e p t at getting loans and then getting debt relief or for­
giveness he may be. Another 2-billion-dollar loan? Perish the 
idea!! __________________________________  ______

The shame of a nation (2)
W!re stopped last week, at the point where we were 

advocating for the involvement o f the military in 
Hajj operations especially in the areas o f organiz­

ing and airlifting of the pilgrims to and from Saudi Arabia.
Given our historical experience, it is crystal clear that the 

ad hoc arrangements we have been operating can no longer 
work. The Air Force should be saddled with the responsi­
bility o f procurement o f the airplanes as well as the trans­
portation o f the pilgrims. In fact, as the pilgrims have started

By Ujudud SharifT
ujushariff@yahoo.co
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coming back home, the Air Force should be directed to 
coordinate their smooth return journeys. We should mini­
mize the national humiliation by ensuring that our citizens 
are not abandoned at Jeddah Airport due to lack o f  ad­
equate planes to bring them back or some poor logistics. 
The entire hajj operation should be treated as a national 
emergency and no one should sleep until the last pilgrim is 
safely brought back home.

In fact, the crisis o f procuring planes for hajj operations 
has made us to think over the liquidation o f the Nigeria 
Airways as well as the formation o f Virgin Nigeria. It is in 
deed a big shame that Nigeria does not have a national 
carrier that it could actually call its own. Thus, considering 
the whole crises afflicting the Nigerian aviation sector, it is 
time to now reconsider this embarrassing situation o f lack 
o f adequate good planes in the country. Because o f its 
high cost,'our private sector cannot afford to purchase 
new planes but go for only old ones. In this regard, it is our 
conviction that government should be buying the planes 
and leasing them to the private operators if  we cannot es­
tablish a national carrier like most nations o f the world. 
This is our only guarantee o f having good and adequate 
planes to take care o f our needs. As it is only the federal 
government that has the resources to purchase big and 
new planes to take care o f both our domestic and interna­
tional obligations. It really makes one hide his face in shame 
that every year, we roam the world over seeking for planes 
to convey our pilgrims usually at the eleventh hour.

A lso in organ izing  the annual p ilgrim age, the federal gov­
e rnm en t as w e  sa id  earlie r shou ld  g radua lly  d ivorce  itse lf  
from  d irec t invo lvem en t in hajj affa irs . T he  m a tte r should  
be  left w ith  th e  s ta tes  to  superv ise  the co llec tio n  o f  the 
fares and  se lec tion  o f  the a irlines  as w ell as secu ring  ac ­
co m m odation  in S audi A rab ia  and  o th e r w elfa re  service. 
W e b e liev e  the p riva te  sec to r shou ld  g rad u a lly  take  o ver 
the o p era tions as a lready  som e o rgan iza tions have started . 
A s w ith  th e  le s se r H ajj w here  a ir lines travel agen ts have 
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began providing tour packages to convey the pilgrim 
where the involvement of government is minimal, they sh. 
be encouraged to improve their services. Government sh. 
only monitor the activities o f  the private operators to cn 
that people are not duped. It is a big national disgra^ 
every year see the Mallam Aminu Kano International Airport 
turned into a refugee camp during the lesser hajj especi.; y 
during the month o f Ramadan as travel agents abandon t eir 
passengers. Government should be alive to its response ii- 
ties by protecting its citizens from whatever abuse. W r - a 
little planning and effective supervision many o f the lap-cs 
would be taken care of.

Meanwhile, government should set up a judicial com r s- 
sion o f enquiry to investigate the failures o f this year's hajj 
and those responsible. W hoever is responsible should Sr 
punished to serve as deterrence.

The Technical Committee on Hajj should be disbanded .. ■ J  
the members dismissed “with ignominy and immediate ef­
fect” .

This brings us to the need to organize a presidential retrc.it 
on Hajj for experts and stakeholders to critically examine all 
the issues and proffer solutions. I am not sure o f the wok 
ability o f a National Commission on Hajj which bill is before 
the National Assembly bearing in mind the endemic corn p- 
tion that has eaten deep into our souls. Unless the functh 
of the proposed commission are fundamentally supervise \ 
to ensure compliance o f the airlines and other opera:ors. r  c 
commission should not be involved in airlines selection .■> 
the present Technical Committee on Hajj or the Ministry 
Foreign Affairs. As we stated earlier, these and related fun. 
tions o f  logistics should be vested on the Nigerian Air fore. 
It is only the general overhaul o f the hajj operations t h : 
would save our people the annual agony they pass throui_" 
in their desire to perform their religious obligation. Ii is als - 
the adoption o f the recommended measures and their effe 
tive implementation that would save Nigeria from continous 
being a laughing stock in the international community.

WHO KILLED SA’ADATU RIMI?
The news o f the brutal assassination o f Hajiya Sa'adat 

Rimi, the wife o f form er Kano State Governor, Alha 
Mohammed Abubakar Rimi hitus on Saturday morning whii. 
attending the 40th anniversary o f the assassination o f the 
former Premier o f Northern Nigeria, Alhaji (Sir) Ahmadu Bell< 
the Sardauna o f  Sokoto. It was a great shock to say the lea' 
as I saw her only a few days ago. The shock was not so m ud 
o f her death but in the sadistic manner in which she wa^ 
murdered: slaughter!

Our greatest concern is whether she was the actual targe: 
or her husband who traveled to Kaduna the previous day for 
the Sardauna anniversary. If Alhaji Rimi was the actual target. 
the next question is WHY?

Was the murder politically motivated? If it were, the police 
should be advised to start looking at the PDP especially the 
Third Term prophets bearing in mind the interview he granted 
the NEWSWATCH magazine last week and his position as one 
of the opposition leaders that left the PDP and formed the 
Movement o f the Restoration and Defense of Democracy 
(MRDD). At the same time, they should not overloo-. the 
wrangling within the Kano Chapter o f the PDP. The funda­
mental issue is to determine the motive and those likely to 
benefit from the death o f Rimi. So if  we take the murder as 
politically inspired, we will then assume that the assassins 
having missed their target, they butchered the poor woman 
in order to send a message to her husband to probably get 
him to shut up. If  this were so, they are greatly mistaken. \ t  
65, Rimi is a fulfilled man as God has given him almost e\ erv- 
thing a man could ask for: a good wife, children, grand chil­
dren, good name and reputation, education, millions of ad­
mirers and supporters, relative comfort and you name it. Thus, 
no matter how, Rimi cannot be gagged or made to capitulatc 
before anybody.

But even if  the murder were not politically related, the po­
lice should have no problem identifying the murderers. But 
unfortunately, this is a nation where similar high profile mur­
ders were hardly solved. We are still waiting for the murder­
ers of the.late Attorney General and Minister o f Justice, Chief 
Bola Ige as well as those of Harry Marshall and Chief A Dikibo 
and many others. It would appear that the murder o f Mr 
Rimi is one murder too many and the Nigerian Police must 
find her killers as the consequences for not doing that arj 
better imagined.
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