
I
JANUARY 14, 1991 ■ VOL. II NO. 2

J

a

\
■

storyI
i

NATION '

I*• i
/

I /

_

/'■fiS

at



LTD.A. M. B.
ELECTRONICS

wl
••O < 6784,6783,

STORE
No 2 A'Bello W'a> 
Kaduna

1 IBM ELECTRONIC TYPE 
WRITERS 6784

IBM ELECTRONIC TYPE 
WRITER 6770

IBM ELECT .'ONIO TYPE 
WRITES i '83

IBM RIBB: 
6770

IBM ELEC
WRITER

& SONS
GENERAL GOODS

HEAD OFFICE: 
Bagudu House 
LL 6 AIBello Way. 
P O Box 9099 
Tel 062-214689 
Kaduna

/NIC TYPE 
88

IBM ELEC NIC TYPE
WRITER 36

IBM RIBBC S FC R 6788,6786 
IBMLIF1 - PTAPES (COR- 
RECTA FL) FO^ 6784,6770, 
6770,6783

IBM WHEEL WRITERS ALL 
(TOTAL 19 VARIOUS 
TYPES)

2 GESTETNER DUPLICATOR
4130,1566,4605

3 PHOTOCOPIES
CANON (ALL PLAIN PAPER 

COPIER)
XEROX COPIES

4 SHREDDING MACHINES
5 FRANKING MACHINE

(CHECKER SYSTEM)
6 MANUAL ADDING MA­

CHINES
7 CALCULATORS (ELEC­

TRONIC) 12 DIGITS
8 OVERHEAD PROJECTORS
9 SAFE (DOUBLE COMBINA-
. TION LOCKS)
10 FIRE-PROOF FILLING 

CABINETS
11 OLYMPIA MANUAL TYPE­

WRITERS
12 PHOTOCOPYING PAPERS
13 IBM - COMPUTERS
14 IBM - CONSUMABLES



3

CONTENTS

Page

LETTERS 5

LEADERS

Page 13.

Like an Elephant

11

NIGERIA .25

33

WORLD 34

KABIRU YUSUF 36

. Citizen, January 14,1991

ADAMU
ADAMU

7
7
8
9

T

I
AFRICA

I All the News in Perspective!

Budget 1991 appears 
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he New Nigerian's hubris is legendary. It be­
lieves it can get away with murder in this coun­
try. It bulldozes its way into places where 
lesser mortals do not touch with a barge pole" 

That was the Daily Sketch on December 20,1984, com­
plaining about a chart the New Nigerian had carried on its 
front page of the Monday before, which showed the 
imballance in the composition of the federal civil service. 
Sketch was not alone in condemning the paper for "rock­
ing the boat", but in a way the criticisms were a compli­
ment to New Nigerian's forthrightness and courage.

Our cover story written by Mohammed Haruna, 
Bilkisu Yusuf and Delia Nzekwu, with a companion 
piece by Kabiru Yusuf and Isaac Umunna is about the 
origin of what in the last 25 years has grown to become 
one of the best produced, and except for a while, the most 
literate and authoritative newspaper in the country. In 
those 25 years the paper has produced some of the best 
minds in the profession like Dan Agbese and Yakubu 
Mohammed of Newswatch, Sully Abu of The Guardian, 
Rufai Ibrahim one-time editor of The Guardian on Sunday 
and Abba Dabo, publisher of The Insider newsletter. Of 
those who have since left the beat, the records of Malams 
Adamu Ciroma, Mamman Daura and Turi Muham- 
madu as fearless editors of the soundest intellect remain 
unbeaten.

The story of the paper they created and its impact on 
politics and economics of the country these 25 years is a 
story that is compulsory reading not only for students 
and teachers of journalism, but should interest Nigeri­
ans from all walks of life.

Our Guide-Line series was concluded last week. In its 
place, we are introducing a new series on How to... 
starting this week with "How to read a newspaper." Happy 
reading. ___ .
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transporters from sharply increasing 
their prices, house rents and fares re­
spectively.

It may do this by revitalising the 
price control board and making rent 
tribunals more effective.

If these measures are not taken, the 
workers — especially those in the pri­
vate sector—who may not even bene­
fit from the "package" would pay for 
sins they did not commit.
Bridget Adeke, 
Kaduna.

rat!i-l

That minimum wage
It is rather unfortunate that the mini­
mum wage is a far cry compared to the 
inflationary trend in Nigeria today. It 
is necessary the federal government 
realise that it is the workers who have 
to bear the burden of SAP more than 
any other class of people.

The continuous depreciation of the 
Naira has rendered the amount insig­
nificant compared to the average 
workers' numerous problems of pay­
ing school fees, rents, hospital bills 
and other contingencies, they are 
ironically more prone to problems 
than the upper echelons of the society.

The visit by World Bank officials to 
Nigeria attests to the fact that the 
workers (constituting the poor) are the 
ones suffering from the pangs of SAP.

The living standard of the workers 
needs to be meaningful and improved 
upon, because they constitute the la­
bour force of the nation.
Bukola Taibat, 
Kaduna.

We are sorry
Last week we said our edition summarising the events of last year was 

a collector's item. You must, however, have noticed that something was 
technically the matter with it. In a way it was a collector’s item — on how 
not to print a magazine. One page—pago 11 —which should have been 
on the right was put on the left hand side and that error was carried right 
through to the end of the magazine. As a result pages that should have 
been lying side by side went on the opposite sides, causing split 
headlines and funny pictures.

Wo discovered the error too late to stop the edition from going out. 
We are terribly sorry about it all. — Editor.

1 read Ibrahim Sheme's response to 
the ever-growing popularity of your 
Platform with interest. Heamongother 
things accused Citizen of being ob­
sessed with the idea of "Parley", and 
therefore being lazy in searching for 
investigative stories.

While "investigative" stories are 
useful, (he mentioned some himself) I

At this point in time, when the nation 
demands sacrifice from the whole citi­
zenry, the increment on the minimum platform ? 
wage will only increase our problems I «
the more, as most people, the traders, 
the landlords, the transporters shall 
jump at the opportunity to increase the 
prices of their goods and services. I 
pray the government to look at the 
inflationary trend in Nigeria which the 
increased minimum wage will encour­
age thereby (God forbid) bring about 
instability.
Though the damage has been done, I 

foresee a gloomy future, because the 
private sector is unlikely to implement 
the new minimum wage and if forced 
to ,may resort to retrenchments. 
Kayodc Olomoda, 
Lagos.____________

find Platform very exciting and Citizen 
will do well to encourage more Nigeri 
ans to participate in it. If I have an^ 
criticism, it is that the scope be wid— 
ened to include people from ordinary­
life rather than the elites only

If it is the Ibrahim Sheme of The Re— 
porter newspaper, what moral credi— 
bility has he in saying that readers oE 
Citizen are fed up with one person's= 
ideas for a week when The Reporter­
feeds its readers with the junk that 
every SDP supporter says everyday? 
In any case, Ibrahim Sheme's ten Naira 
is not the only one that will sustain 
Citizen. Why didn't his Managing 
Editor at The Reporter introduce "Par­
ley" when he was Editor of the New 
Nigerian?

I think Ibrahim Sheme is getting too 
obsessed with his own idea of how the 
Citizen should look like. He must 
remember that variety is the spice of 
life and given the short memory of 
Nigerians, I think it is time that someof 
them tell us what happened or did not 
happen in their time. Platform isavery 
good avenue for doing that. What 
Citizen should do is to judge the con­
tents of what every guest says and then 
place it accordingly.

I think the people at Citizen are the 
ones who introduced "Parley" at New 
Nigerian, so what is wrong with their 
continuing with it if it is so good? 
Citizen, give us what Sheme wants, but 
do not forget what we want. More 
grease to your elbows.
Abass Sulaiman, 
Kaduna.

If the federal government actually 
wants the workers to benefit from the 
slight change in minimum wage an­
nounced in the 1991 budget, it should 
do everything possible to prevent 
unscrupulous traders, landlords and

Letters to Citizen carrying names, signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the point. They should be typed 
double space and addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G. 11 Unguwan Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna.

Citizen, January 14,1991
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Budget 1991
K I M he mainThrust of this year's budget is 
I the pre-occupation with and fight 

-LL against inflation - the old enemy that 
has refused to go away. If it doesn't vanish after 
this budget, it will at least have been a step 
backward. The elimination of budget deficit 
clearly demonstrates government's desire to 
put restraints on its known propensity to unre­
strained expenditure.This will go well with the 
governments' new non-expansionary mone­
tary and credit policies. As usual, the goal is to 
achieve a moderate rate of inflation (envisaged 
at 16%), reduce pressure on balance of pay-

Citizen. January 14,1991

that you could not but admire its style and its 
language.

Perhaps, the best testimony to all these quali­
ties were Nigeria's first indigenous Chief Jus­
tice Sir Adetokunbo Ademola's impressions of 
the paper. They were words spoken many 
years ago but they have held true by and large 
in the paper's 25 years.

Said Sir Adetokunbo, of the paper, "First its 
high degree of accuracy. I cannot remember 
ever that I have been misquoted by the New 
Nigerian.

"Secondly, I have noticed that even in the 
rare cases when such happened, they will 
immediately, and in conformity with the ethics 
of the profession, publish a correction.

"The third reason, which incidentally, is also 
the most important, is that the New Nigerian is 
the only newspaper in this country that had 
made very constructive criticisms of the census 
arrangements and conduct... Other pap 
would only criticise without giving only he 
ful advice..."Sir Adetokunbo conducted 
1973 census.

Sadly these qualities were almost destroyed 
between February 1989 and July last year when 
a new management turned the paper into what 
Tribune called "a ragsheet". Fortunately the rot 
was stopped, even though the nightmarelasted 
for what looked like eternity.

The lesson of that nightmare is a simple one 
and hopefully those entrusted with the respon­
sibility to redeem the paper's image have leamt 
it. The lesson is simply that sychophancy 
never gets anybody anywhere. In the end it 
helps neither the praise-singer nor those in 
authority. If this simple lesson has been leamt, 
the New Nigerian can look forward to its Golden 
Jubilee as a paper that is as much trusted as it is 
respected.

Worthy silver jubote®
New Nigerian was 25 on January 1. 

Starting from tomorrow it will be cele- 
■LL brating the occasion for two days. Any 

one who has followed developments in the 
paper will agree that it is more than justified to 
give itself a more elaborate bash than it has 
arranged for its silver anniversary.

Except for a brief dark interval between 
February 1989 and July 1990, the paper has 
been a study in the best in journalism. Not only 
has it reflected society accurately, it has also 
practised commitment journalism of the high­
est order.

The New Nigerian achieved success from the 
word go. Set up primarily to champion the 
northern cause, it soon established itself as the 
foremost newspaper in the fight for national 
unity. It championed the northern cause al­
right, but it did so in the context of national 
unity. Thus it was that when, for example, the 
paper realised that in the circumstances of the 
1967 crisis, regionalism was no longer defen­
sible, it became the greatest advocate of state 
creation. That was no mean contribution to the 
execution of the civil war.

Its success came first because it adhered 
strictly to its self-imposed articles of faith 
which it enunciated in its very first editorial. 
'There are many things" it said, "we shall 
strive to achieve but above all we shall try to be 
good newspaper, dispensing news and com­
ments without fear or favour". Second, the 
paper was lucky to have as its pioneers, men 
like Charles Sharp, Adamu Ciroma, Mamman 
Daura and Turi Muhammadu, men who had 
the courage of their conviction. Men who were 
of sound intellect and sound integrity. Third, 
those who ran the paper, to put it simply, had 
a way with language and logic. Whether you 
shared the paper's position or not the fact was

-------------------------------------------------©
menls position and stabilise Naira's exchange 
rate.

Out of a total federally collectible revenue of 
68.73 billion Naira, and going by the new reve­
nue allocation formula, the federal ; 
ment takes 38.766 billion Naira, stat 
19.177 billion Naira, while 9588 billion Naira 
goes to local governments. Of the official for­
eign exchange receipts of $9.9 billion, $2.97 
billion equivalent to 30% is being committed to 
debt service. Much of the rest goes to satisfy the 
demands of the private sector for foreign ex­
change. The budget itself deplored the contin­
ued dependence of the private sector on official 
receipts, but did not declare export promotion
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a failure - as perhaps it should, and shift emphasis 
to domestic consumption. It did neither and in­
stead, it declared a new export drive along with 
duty-free import of components for manufactur­
ing industries and promised incentives for local 
sourcing. Good. And if that was not enough the 
government gave tax exemption on excess profit. 
So much are the goodies for this sector that many 
call the president's broadcast a private sector 
budget. That may well be but the goodies are not 
restricted to the organised private sector alone.

Naira value continues to be too low at more than 
eight Naira to the dollar. The budget is silent on it. 
Does that indicate official satisfaction? At least any 
windfall from the Gulf or any unforseen interna­
tional catastrophe may not come directly to the 
Dutch Auction floor: it will most likely be used to 
build up reserves.

The promised fall in interest rate will be wel­
come as thecost of money has gonebeyond reason­
able bound. Ceiling on credit has been raised to 
132% in 1990.

The decision to make local governments respon­
sible for primary education but they should not be 
allowed to go without guidelines on how much of 
their allocation to commit. Otherwise the collapse 
will be complete.

The government, in its drive to diversify its

therefore that they are in the full business of fi­
nancial intermediation.
What makes them different — and unique — 

is their ownership by and focus on, the local 
community. Which explains why involvement 
in non-banking functions that promote grass­
roots development is central to their activities. 
For the same reasons, they are disallowed par­
ticipation in "sophisticated banking services" 
like foreign exchange, corporate financing and 
international commercial paper transactions. 
While this may seem to have put them at a dis­
advantage since this is where the money is now, 
it is a price for specialisation that they have to 
pay to achieve the objectives of rural develop­
ment and proper integration of the national fi­
nancial system. In any case, even among the tra- 

f______ ditional commercial banks, some have been
the prospectus issued by the Community disallowed from participation in the interbank 

foreign exchange market. Nor are those al­
lowed having such a wonderful time afterall. 
The new guidelines on the foreign exchange 
market—the modified Dutch Auction—have 
once more made banks simple agents as they 
were in the beginning and as they should have 
been since. Barring theCommunity Banks from 
dealing in foreign exchange is not a big loss 
afterall.

revenue base, has correctly decided that indi­
rect taxation is a good source to tap It is. But we 
may be putting the cart before the horse. We are 
not record keepers and we cannot be so over­
night. A value added tax (VAT) will work in 
Nigeria - by making businessmen richer. The 
consumer pays, the government doesn't get. 
While the decision to integrate the informal 
sector into the economic mainstream is a good 
one, the government is silent on ho w this will be 
done. The budget also gave an indistinct groan- 
as usual - about population growth. Are we 
about to cut it, or will the government or subse­
quent ones seek to enforce the four-child limit? 
the public is entitled to know.

The budget was not short on palliative - 300 
million Naira to university staff to refurbish 
cars and 100 million Naira to labour for trans­
port. Clearly these will not remedy the very real 
need to tackle the problems of transportation in 
the country.

For the first time in many years the govern­
ment has out together a balanced budget - with 
100 million Naira surplus. It is a bold move 
Whether it is achievable remains to be seen; our 
past budgetary indiscipline doesn't give much 
cause for hope.

Community Banks 
TTT hen President Ibrahim Babangida ap-
\\/\\/ proved the establishment of the Peoples 
V V Bank of Nigeria (PBN) he also promised

that Community Banks would be set up. Few 
could tell thedifference between the two and fewer 
cared whether there was any. It was a time for 
skepticism.
Now, more than a year after the establishment of 

the PBN and what may be regarded as its modest 
success, the approval and guideline for the estab­
lishment of Community Banks have been given. 
And the difference is clear. Community Banks are 
a deregulated variety of Peoples Bank, so to speak, 
and they may yet prove to be more in turn with the 
trend in the economy. The PBN has been unable to 
shed its image as a largesse distribution outfit 
despite its contribution in releasing and boosting 
the productive energies of local enterpreneurs.

From the prospectus issued by the Communi.z 
Bank Implementation Committees, the Commu­
nity Banks will accept all variety of deposits from 
all groups and are empowered to raise funds from 
the public. They will provide all traditional and 
ancilliary banking services for its customers; and 
have the power to operate various types of ac­
counts with other banks or for them. And in 
addition to issuing loans to customer the Commu­
nity Banks can invest its surplus funds. It is clear
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not without reason, that the minority white 
government is inciting the fighting between

< •.

pick up the gun again. The time to end apart­
heid is now, not tomorrow.

adopted by each community at the formation of 
its company. Since each bank is the Bank-its 
head office, branch and all-it follows that its 
situation within the community and the inti­
mate knowledge, the people will have of its 
bankers will make fraudulent dealings difficult 
or easy to detect.

The problems of funding and management 
that bedevilled the people's Bank may not be 
much of an issue with the Community Banks. 
The People's Bank Implementation Task Force 
wasa problem for the bank because of its hand s- 
offaloofness. The Community Bank implemen­
tation committee, on theother hand will do well 
not to interfere so long as each bank keeps to its 
guidelines.

By the time the 500th Community Bank opens 
for business each local government in thecoun- 
try will have its own bank owned by its commu­
nity. If each takes the maximum of the Federal 
Government loan of N500,000, the banking 
habit will have spread to all nooks and comers 
of the country at the cost of N250 million. Since 
this is repayable and fully recoverable in the 
event of default after five years, it is certainly 
worth it.

The Community Bank system, according to 
the president was introduced to relieve local 
folk of the rigidity of orthodox banking—N5 
million statutory deposit at incorporation, 
heavy interest charges in its operation and the 
demand for heavy collateral when advancing 
loans. These are doubtless great impediments 
to the spread of the banking habit and conse­
quent growth in capital formation. Besides 
succeeding in developing rural areas, the con­
cept of Community Banks clearly makes a 
good case for another look at what promise 
other concepts of alternative banking hold for 
us.
Now if any community wishes to establish its 

own bank, the procedure is simple and clear. It 
must first incorporate a company which will 
float the bank. A minimum of N250,000 must 
be raised to qualify for the licence. Provision 
must also be made for personnel premises and 
other infrastructure necessary for take-off. 
Government involvement islimited to a loan of 
N250,000 to N500,000 which the Banks are free 
to take or refuse depending on their liquidity 
problems.

We expect the operations of the Community 
Banks to be within the frame work agreed and 

Aparthend msft g© mwS
Kill He African National Congress, ANC anti-crime policy, which involved deployment 

: and the apartheid regime in south Af- of10,000 more policemen to near soundbocks in 
rica are in cross-current over not what »r»umch;r>c emrrK 9n<4 cni?n

to do about the black-on-black violence in the 
townships around Johannesburg that has 
claimed well over 8.000 lives in recent months

the townships, search and seize firearms which 
it accuses the ANC of spreading in the country.

The organisation has rejected the measures as 
being "authoritative", because they shifted 

but who to take the blame. The ANC suspects, blame for the violence to the ANC, apparently 
absolving Inkatha, which the government's se­
curity forces have been clandestinely arming.

lasts week lies at two levels. First, it was meant 
to bring powerfully home the point that by 
agreeing to sit down with the government to 
talk peace, the ANC has not turned weak in the 
’ r> J >. v r

younger and more radical generation of its 
cadres that the leadership, though ageing, has

The right thing for Mr. de Klerk to do is to 
push on courageously by acknowledging that 
the ANC is speaking for his country's black ma­
jority population - and to take its words for what 
they mean which is that the country's blacks 
"are determined not to spend another year 
under Apartheid rule".The message is clear. To 
overlook it..................................

ANC and Inkatha cadres in order to prolong The significance of Mr. Tambo's blunt remark
apartheid. Last week, its president Oliver “* 1 171—1 S1 *
Tambo bluntly told the government that blacks 
"are not prepared to spend another year under 
apartheid rule". Earlier the ANC had issued 
president F.W. de Klerk an ultimatum to re- knee. Second, it was as much a message for th< 
move all obstacles in the way of full negotia- your"'”- "•------ c Je­
ttons for anew non-radal constitution by April cadr
this year or risk a resumption of the suspended not capitulated to white supremacy,
armed struggle. ~ri”' /A“ '*'* *■

Reacting to the ultimatum almost immedi­
ately, president de Klerk accused the ANC of 
inciting "confrontation" and he warned that 
his government would not "allow anarchy to 
overtake the country". It would meet with 
force any campaign of strikes and boycotts, 
which the ANC had threatened to embark overlook it is to set the hands of the clock back 
upon, beginning in the new year to prove its many years and force the hands of the ANC to 
point. Mr. de Klerk and his law and order pick up the gun again. The time to end ?«>»♦- 
minister Adrian Ulox went on to put in placcan Heid is now, not tomorrow.

Citizen, January 14,1991
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A Smooth Sail. That’s 
Savannah Bank’s promise 

to Genuine Exporters.

{Savannah Bank off Higeria PLC|j
HEAD OFFICE 62/66 Broad Street. P O Box 2.117. Lagoa Tel 600471 (10 lines) Branches throughout Nigeria

SAYAN-EXPORT... the new name for speedy and efficient EXPORT FINANCE

staff and know how to give you speedy and efficient 
export finance and documentation services.

Aside from financing your exports, we make 
relevant contacts on your behalf to ascertain the 
credit worthiness of your overseas associates.

With Savannah Bank’s network of correspondent 
banks around the woild, coupled with its fabled 
PERSONAL SERVICE, you can be sure you are in 
good hands with SAVAN EXPORT

Export is a dynamic aspect of international trade 
In Nigeria’s march towards economic fulfilment, 
foreign markets must be developed for finished 
goods and exportable minerals and agricultural 
products

That’s why Savannah Bank has established 
SAVAN EXPORT.. to take the headache out of your 
export transactions.

At SAVAN-EXPORT, we are equipped with the
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nored. Only when it is wiped out 
does it become legible enough for 
some. Samuel Doe. Like most Afri­
can leaders, he was unfit to rule. Yet 
rule he did since power was always 
there for the taking by the most cun- 
ningor the most lucky. When he took 
over he had all the cunning and most 
of the luck.

Then it clearly became time to go 
but Doe had not finished yet — until 
he was finished. He made history by 
becoming its footnote.

Cote d'Ivoire, Zambia, and Kenya 
used to be the western favourites for 
the examples of what the African can 
do with democracy and free enter­
prise. Yes and what the African did 

There have been agitations, was nothing to write homeabout. He

1990
iz-i pu hey must have said, "Happy 

New Year" if not to each 
-Li- other at least to their friends 

and those near them. I am talking of 
1990—Jnuaryl —and lam talking 
of the leavers who fell during the 
year.
A year 

would

the lead that was in the gun. The only 
exception to the "barrel of the gun" 
rule was Britain. Gorbachev himself is 
an exception of another sort. While he 
has unleashed the lead on his people 
he has survived so far. The wind he 
blew swept many away.

Isn't it surprising that as freedom 
swept the world, it has been unable to 
shake the trees of despotism in the 
Arab world? And isn't that just the 
opposite of what you'll expect? The 
Arab world doesn't have a single de­
mocracy. Theyonlyhavesheikhdoms, 
kingdoms and military dictatorships 
some of which have shed their uni­
forms but not their despotism. Why is 
it all quiet on the Middle Eastern front? 
It is not. T 
demonstrations and even skirmishes 
but these have been in the struggle for 
Islam and the Shariah. That of course 
the world seemed to have decided, is 
not the type of popular strugglethat it 
wishes to see. No news therefore, and 
amen.

Well, amen indeed. If they won't 
allow their own people to decide their 
fate, they may have nothing against 
deciding the fate of others. Saddam 
Hussein decided Kuwaitis are better 
off without their monarchy, and not 
yet good enough to have anything else 
except him. If they are free, they will 
have told him that they want some 
democracy — and not some Saddam. 
Never mind which type of democracy 
they will want or which type they will 
get. Thus, Sabah was demoted from 
King to a king's guest.

In Asia V.P. Singh and Chandra 
Shekar ironed it out, not in a struggle 
for democracy but in its subversion— 
by Gandhi.

The despots of Africa, on the other 
hand, surprised even their bitterest 
opponents. Without any apparent 
necessity — public discontent and 
agitation is nothing new in Africa — 
they budged; and grudgingly they al­
lowed the "stupid public" to have its 
say if not its way.

But perhaps there was a necessity. 
There’s always writing on the wall. It 
is read daily, only that it is always ig-

ir that, as it rolled on and away, 
1 have brought rich takings. 

Before January 1, 1991 two of them 
were dead, four of them were wait­
ing to be toppled and killed; of the 
remaining eight, one had been 
toppled by democracy, five by revo­
lutions, the other by anarchy. The 
one who caused it all — Gorbachev 
— is living in a spiders' web — pre­
carious but still in charge. A tragic 
figure who doesn't seem to have a 
mind of his own. He turned to the 
west — he looked up for approval. 
He got a part on the birth mark. He 
ventured westward and cut the 
tether that bound Eastern Europe. 
East Europeans went wild, they 
jostled and they killed — themselves 
and a leader. The disease of freedom 
was irresistible and incurable. The 
germs turned southward and east in­
fecting Gorbachev's own country, 
and Africa's sit-tight leaders.

1990 had many victims. In Eastern 
Europe all the leaders fell — one by 
one — victims to participatory anar­
chy — a struggle as much for democ­
racy as it was pent up reaction to 
communism. In Western Europe, 
Margaret Thatcher fell — a reverse 
victim to the Gorbachev phenome­
non. Yet as she fell, Britain rose.

Of all the momentous changes in 
government that took place during 
the 1990, the determinant had been

killed theoncand perfected theother 
— for somebody else's benefit. 
Democracy means rule by the 
people. Well, Houphet Boigny, 
Kenneth Kaunda and Daniel son of 
Moi are the people. So why 
shouldn't they rule forever? They 
face two enemies — human longev­
ity which hasn't caught up with them 
yet, and the wind of democratic 
change, which has. Boigny 
Kaunda have just woken up, Me 
just gone to sleep to be woken up b 
the second Mau Mau. In anothc 
breath, Mathieu Kcrckou and Siad ■ 
Barre—one time socialists, one time 
Soviet allies, now Western friends — 
are in trouble. The struggle for de­
mocracy has deprived one— 
Kerekou — of some of his powers, 
and may soon deprive the other 
(Barre) of all of his — and probably 
his life. The rest of Africans — the 
Libyans, the Egyptians, the Algeri­
ans, Nigerians and Zaireans — have 
had their choice made for them. The 
Green Book, Nasscrism, Boumedien- 
nism. The Transition Programme, 
Sese-Seko's legacy—hm! lack of it— 
are infallible gospels. To debate their 
content is sabotage. Amen.

1990 has been a good year for the 
people of Africa, but it has been a bad 
one for some of their leaders. May 
1991 be worse for the rest of the des­
pots, which is all of them.
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Sir ICashim Ibrahim: the Governor of Northern Nigeria, launching the first copy. On his left is Charles Sharp.
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between February 1989 and August last year, when it was almost ran to the ground.

In 25 years of telling truth to power the New Nigerian, often called Nigeria's Al-Ahram, 
for its authoritativeness, remains a paper of reckoning even in decline except for a period

beauty queen, literally with his pants 
down in the back-seat of the senior 
official's car. For evidence he had 
taken away the gentleman's glasses 
and badly scratched his neck in an 
attempt to remove his necktie.

Inspite of Abashiya's report, no ar­
rests were made and no one was even 
questioned. Chief Gani Fawehinmi, 
then starting his legal career, filed a 
suit against the alleged adulterer on 
behalf of Abashiya. Even then no re­
porters in Jos would file the story.

Enter New Nigerian and the story 
soon became one of the most cele- 
brated scandal stories during the civil

war. At the time of the incident, Steven 
Bamigbele, who had already made a 
name for himself and for the New Nige­
rian for his excellent and daring cover­
age of the civil war, had just been rede­
ployed to Jos. Unlike his colleagues, 
Bamigbele decided that this was one 
story he must file to his editor. Afterall 
it looked like a clear case of the high 
and mighty treating the lowly as a no- 
bodyJn this case the high and mighty 
was Andrew Obeya, then the Secre­
tary of the Benuq-Plateau State Gov­
ernment.

"I had travelled to Pankshin after 
getting the facts of the story on the day

n t was not your average scandal 
story that today litter the pages of 

H so-called junk magazines—stories 
U that hardly stand the simplest tests 
of accuracy and fairness. It was scan­
dalous alright, but it was a story that 
typified the fledgling newspaper as 
accurate, fearless and a champion of 
the weak against the strong.

The story started in 1968 when one 
Bala Abashiya, a factory worker with 
NASCO group of companies in Jos 
went to the police station to report that 
he had caught a very senior official of 
the then Benue-Plateau State Govem- 
ment with his wife, Hannatu, a former 
Citizen, January 14,1991
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the early stages of the

In the beginning. 
Long before the (

Citizen, January 14,1991

rumours, calculated to damage his 
reputation, he said. I could see that 
from the new specs he was wearing— 
I was familiar with the old one—the

r
refused.

"Unfortunately 
for Obeya said 
Bamigbele, there 
were evidences 
that he(Obeya) 
was give 
having

to withdraw his 
case through the 
personal interven­
tion of the gover- 

scratches on his neck and the way his nor late Mr. Joseph 
face looked that Abashiya, the factory Gomwalk. Obeya

by a West Indian 
while he was
studying in London and he wanted to 
run out on the girl. The most damning 
evidence however was that one of 
Adamu Ciroma's own relations had a 
child for Obeya."

According to Bamigbele these and 
other witnesses that Fawehinmi was 
able to get plus pictures of-the car in 
questions, eventually persuaded

The Sardauna: "the greatest weapon is truth."

ernment, feeling 
scandalised, tried

it happened," Bamigbele told Citizen. 
"On the second day, Obeya sent for me 
and asked me to kill the story. It was all to persuade Obeya

life. I just asked the woman to stand at 
” e precinct of the court holding the 

ild. I stood together with her. So this 
an came again grrh! He came out, 

- , -is necktie. When he was
tunately the sub-editor got carried adjusting his tie, he saw the woman he

looked at her again, he made a detour. 
He reversed. That was the end of the 
case. That was the joker. He had to beg 
that we should withdraw."

itself as a paper which was fearless, 
accurate and technically the best pro­
duced paper in the country. The paper 
was a success story literary from the 
word go. What the Obeya story did 
was merely to strengthen its reputa­
tion. Its success, however, was partly 
due to Mother Luck and partly due to 
the quality of the pioneering staff, in 
particular Charles Sharp its founder 
and first managing director, the late 
Alhaji Rasak Aremu, its acting editor 
for ten months and Malam Adamu 
Ciroma its first substantive editor and 
later its first indigenous managing 
director.

The luck part was that barely two 
weeks after the paper was set up spe­
cifically to champion the "Northern 
cause," Nigeria experienced its first 
and perhaps bloodiest coup. Kaduna, 
its headquarters, turned out to be the 
main theatre of action. As the only 
paper literally on the scene, it gave the 
most graphic and accurate account of 
the events of those difficult days. After 
that it never looked back.

As for the quality of its pioneering 
staff, especially at the top, this was 
very much evident from the word go.

Speaking to Citizen on the silver 
anniversary of the paper, Ciroma said 
the four qualities most needed to pro­
duce and sustain a quality paper were 
"intellect, integrity, courage and a

worker, had a case. So I said, I am sorry 
sir, I cant kill this story. That is my 
editor's discretion. He said, look all 
your colleagues have cooperated with 
me. I said, I am sorry sir, but when I 
leave here, I am going to see Abashiya 
for his own side of the story. He said was given easily to 1>
no, you don't have to do that and he having affairs. -J
opened his safe and he wanted to give Gani, in the course
me something. I said look, I am not of holding
obliged to take anything from you, for Abashiya's brief,
a story which you say is not a story. I had found out that
just want to hear Abashiya's side and Obeya had a child
then I will file my story and leave my ’ ”
editor to judge.

"At this point Obeya became angry. 
He said, you know that Adamu 
Ciroma (then the editor) and myself 
are contemporaries? 1 said, well, I am 
sending the story to him. He said, yes 
I am going to Kaduna, I will stop that 
story, you can do your worst."

And Bamigbele did his worst. He 
went to NASCO to interview 
Abashiya. At first Abashiya refused to Obeya, whose lawyer was Chief rotimi
talk, angry that the reporters had ap- Williams, to withdraw the case. What 
parently all sold out to Obeya. Fortu- finally persuaded Obeya, said 
nalely for Bamigbele, WASCO'S man- Bamigbcle, was that on thefateful day,
aging director at the time, Mr Nasrud- *’«•*•■ ......
den, was his friend. He got the manag­
ing director to persuade Abashiya to 
talk and after that, he filed his story.

'The story made front page, but it 
took second place to the landing of 
Apollo on the moon. Unfortunately 
we libelled Obeya in the headline of

Miedsex 
struggle-

he asked the editor's relation to stand 
at the court premises with Obeya's 
child.

"During t’ ___ ;
case," said Bamigbele, "Obeya used to 
come with an outrider, with police 
escort—the man was pompous. So 
that day I gave him the shocker of his

the story. My story merely impl t ____
in the car by focusing on the struggle the----- -
between Obeya and Abashiya during chifo. . 
which Abashiya snatched Obeya's man came 
glasses and scratched his neck. Unfor- adjusted his 
fimafplv fho cnh-orlilnr cm* r'ttvriaA a^wi.U^-Ll.r 

away and cast a headline which read 
"Sex in Car, Top Government Official 
Accused."

Obeya field a libel suit of £50,000 
against the paper, its editor and 
Bamigbele. The case dragged on till 
December 1969, and became a cause Long before the^Obeya story the 
cclebre. The Benue-Plateau alate gov- New Nigeria,, had already established
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The NN secretariat along Ahmadu Bello Way, Kaduna.
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Citizen and the Hausa paper Gaskiya 
Tafi Kwabo, to give it a cosmopolitan 
and national outlook. His recommen­
dations were accepted and he was 
asked to implement them. He set about 
his brief with dispatch and an eye on 
the state of the art technology.

And so it was that when the New 
Nigerian hit the streets on January 1, 
1966, it was the first in Nigeria to be 
printed on Webb-Off Set and also the 
first to print full colour on its machine. 
By common consent it was by a long 
stretch technically the best newspaper 
in the country and remained so for a 
long while.

where. The greatest weapon is truth." 
Obviously the New Nigerian was set 

up to counter what the northern lead­
ership clearly saw as an unfair vilifica­
tion of their region and their believes 
by the organs of the other regions. 
Before then, two newspapers were al­
ready in existence to serve the the same 
goal, namely The Mail, published by 
the Federated Press, Kano and owned

by the NPC and the Nigerian Citizen, 
published by the Gaskiya Corpora­
tion, owned by the Northern Govern­
ment. In terms of professionalism and 
technical quality both papers were 
considered as inadequate..

As a result, Charles Sharp, who had 
worked at the Nigerian Citizen was 
commissioned in 1965 to do a feasibil­
ity study on setting up a first class 
newspaper for the North. Nearly one 
year later he submitted a report which 
advised that instead of a corporation, 
an independent newspaper company 

..................... ..... ’ " ’ * . ' >m 
provincial Zaria, home of the Nigerian

And so it was that when the New Nigerian 
hit the streets on January 1,1966, it was the 
first in Nigeria to be printed on Webb-Off 
Set and also the first to print full colour on 
its machine.

mind and willingness to know the 
techniques of producing a paper. New 
Nigerian was lucky that Charles Sharp 
who pioneered it, possessed all the 
qualities."

By common consent these qualities 
became the hall-mark of the paper 
long after Sharp had left.

In the beginning, the paper was set 
up primarily to champion the "North­

ern cause." In its first editorial on Janu­
ary 1,1966, it said, among other things 
'There are many things we shall strive 
to achieve but above all we shall try to 
be a good newspaper, dispensing 
news and comment without fear or 
favour.

"As a Northern newspaper we shall 
seek to identify ourselves with the 
North and its people, their interests 
and aspirations. For that we offer no 
apologies. But at the same time we 
shall Champion the vital need for na­
tional unity, for without unity and the 
trust and mutual respect that goes should be set up in Kaduna, away fror
with it, this great country will never 
find its rightful place in the sun.

".. Thus the principles by which we [ 
stand are simple, but should truth and 
justice be assailed by ignorance and I 
fear, or tolerance challenged by preju- i 
dice, then they will become the prin- ■ 
ciples by which we shall fight and, if 
necessary, fall."

In his own message to the paper on 
its first day on the street, the late Pre­
mier of the North, Sir Ahmadu Bello, 
theSardauna of Sokoto, said the paper 
was "necessary to tell the world, in 
words and pictures, the exciting story 
of Northern Nigeria as it unfolds day 
by day.

"...This region has in the past been a 
frequent victim of prejudice, distor­
tion and downright falsehood on the 
part of certain organs in the newspa­
per world. I hope this newspaper will 
not make the mistake of descending to 
such levels against anybody, any-

Citizen, January 14,1991

"The most national paper"
Inspite of its origin as a paper meant 

to serve the northern cause, the paper 
found itself being at the forefront of the 
fight for national unity almost from 
day one. Its image as a northern paper 
would dodge it throughout its exis­
tence, but even by its own reckoning it 
was to serve the northern cause only 
within the context of national unity as 
contained in its mission statement. As 
was to be expected, however, its ad­
versaries continued to ignore this con­
text and only highlighted its claim that 
it will serve the northern cause.

Even before the first coup two 
weeks after it made its debut, the paper 
was already showing its commitment 
to truth even where it was seen by
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Daura: MD 74 - 76.

cians are crooks. Western Stale military governor, who

those in authority to be against north­
ern interest. For instance four day's 
before the coup, it said in an editorial 
on the Western Crisis titled "The North 
cannot Sit Back," that "facts have to be 
faced, no matter now distasteful they 
may be. And the facts are that thou­
sands of people in the West—ordinary 
people, not power-mad politicians— 
are convinced that the last elections 
were not properly conducted.

"They remain convinced that Chief 
Akintola has no right to be in power. 
Again, they may be wrong in this 
conviction. But this is what they be­
lieve.

"... Force cannot be the final solu-

was hosting a meeting of the Head of 
State with traditional rulers.

Even as the paper criticised the uni­
tary system of government, widely 
regarded as an attempt at Igbo hegem­
ony, at home it was also fighting 
Hausa hegemony. For instance in an 
editorial on March 2, 1966 titled 
'That's better," it attacked an attempt 
to make literacy in Hausa a condition 
for confirmation and promotion in the 
Northern civil service. "At its worst," 
said the paper "the decision was a 
blatant attempt to limit the aspirations 
of a non-Hausa speaking minority. At 
its best it was a sincere but ill-judged

and badly timed attempt to improve 
the standard of administration of the 
Northern civil Service."

Sharp: first MD 1964-69.
lion."

This editorial clearly went against 
the grain of northern thinking which at 
that time fully backed Akintola in his 
rift with his erstwhile boss and Sar- 
dauna's political arch-rival, Chief 
Awolowo. The paper suggested dia­
logue as a way out. Its suggestion was 
ignored but not even the paper could 
guess that the consequence of doing so 
was close at hand.

Throughout Major-General Ironsi 
short six-month rule as head of State, 
the paper gave him solid support in his 
bid to keep Nigeria united in the faccof 
latent hostility from the North. But it 
also consistently warned him against 
the dangers of contrived unity. On 
February 2, 1966, it said "There are 
those, for instance, who condemn out 
of hand, anyone who played a leading 
role in the last Government. This is as _________
stupid, as it is unfair, for not all pollti- along with Col. Adckunle Fajuyi the
cians am rmntc Ct.,__ .... '

"Equally irresponsible are those 
who seem to think that because we 
now have a strong central govern­
ment, local loyalties should be forgot­
ten. It goes without saying that no one 
wants to return to the deep-seated 
tribalism of the past, but it is wrong 
that men should not take pride in their 
heritage and family background."

This editorial was clearly a reference 
to moves by General Ironsi to impose a 
unification decree. Convinced that 
Ironsi was undeterred the paper said 
on February 15,1966 that "That Motto 
of Nigeria—Unity in Diversity—is 
appropriate to the task now facing Mr. 
Nwokedi who has been appointed by

Ciroma: MD 1969-74.

the Supreme Commander to propose 
an administrative structure for a uni­
tary system of government.

"Lagos is tucked a way in one corner. 
Communications are poor. There will 
have to be a strong local government, 
and some form of intermediate level of 
government too, if the aspirations of 
the people are to be met without un­
due delay."

As Nwokedi set about his task, the 
New Nigerian warned on March 1, that 
we should "not be too hast/' in impos­
ing a unitary system on the country 
"Government by a centralised bu­
reaucracy," it said, "cannot persist for 
ever."

Ironsi pushed through his unity 
system regardless. He promulgate 
unitary Decree No. 34 in May. Two 
months later there was a second coup, 
in which he unfortunately lost his life

Unification crisis and 
civil war

'The year 1966-70" once wrote 
Adamu Ciroma, the papers first sub­
stantive editor and first indigenous 
managing director, "were the years of 
political crisis, turbulence and civil 
war. Our reporters were at the war 
front before the war began. We were 
quick to read the writing on the wall. 
Our reporters moved with the troops 
throughout the war and our coverage 

jnit of the civil war was unequalled by any
mted Nigerian paper."

Few will argue with this assessment, 
for a content analysis of the paper 
during this period will confirm that 
the paper was indeed at the frontlineof 
the civil war not only in news but also
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Yusuf: first woman Editor 87-90.SlraJo: MD 89-90.Hanma: MD85 - 89.
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I
Kokwain: MD 84-85.

against it. "Ceasefire," it said, "does 
not always mean peace... Peace with 
unity for Nigeria and honourable 
place for the Ibos—YES. Ceasefire to 
enable rebellion rebuild its scattered 
forces — NO. Foreign troops? CER­
TAINLY NO!"

A month later when the Christian 
Council of Britain sought to intervene, 
the paper had cause to remind its read­
ers about what the war was all about. 
'There is", it said, "a question of prin­
ciple involved in our civil war. The 
point is whether the unity of this coun­
try with all its diverse people and its 
vast resources are to be preserved for 
the benefit of all its citizens, or whether 
it is allowed to be dismembered into a 
number of weak ineffective warring 
mini-states.

Tn such an atmosphere, neither 
Christianity or any other religion nor 
commerce could prosper. The latter is 
what Ojukwu offers. This is what the 
majority of Nigerians have rightly re­
jected."

As the war dragged on, and Nigeri­
ans started becoming war-weary, the

Muhammadu: MD 1976-80. 
in commentary.

The very first story from the front 
brought the paper into confrontation 
with the military authorities. Mr. Bayo 
Joseph the first reporter to cover the 
war for the paper was able somehow to 
obtain the war map of the Nigerian 
troops on the Nsukka front under 
Brigadier Apollo. Joseph filed his story 
and the map. The paper duly pub­
lished it and hell was let lose. The 
Biafrans bought copies and used the 
information it contained to clobber the 
federal troops. Joseph had to run for it 
before Apallo could find him. , .

Undettered the paper then sent Ste- biggest preoccupation. Throughoi 
ven Bamigbele to replace Joseph. 
Somehow Bamigbele weathered 
Apollo's anger. Soon Apollo was re­
placed by Brigadier Adekunle.

"Before I went to the Adekunle sec­
tor," said Bamigbele, "I got a letter 
from his late mother from Kaduna 
there to him and I told him 1 happened 
tt> be a friend of one of his junior 
brothers now in the US. With that I

Othman: 80-84 and current sole 
administrator.

look our friendship stops at the gate of 
my office."

Bamigbele was thus at a vantage 
position to file graphic and accurate 
stories of the war. From the battle for 
Igrita, a big junction town near Port 
Harcourt, through the battles for 
Owerri, Aba and Umuahia, the paper 
carried the most accurate and compre­
hensive stories.

Not only did the New Nigerian excel 
in its coverage of the civil war, it was 
second to none in its commentaries on 
the war. The successful prosecution of 
the war became the paper's single 
‘ ‘ 3Ut
the period, not a week passed without 
the paper writing at least one editorial 
on the subject. Characteristically, the 
editorials were brief, simple and inci­
sive. With time, the one inch editorial 
column on its front page became the 
most authoritative column on the war.

In February for instance when the 
London Guardian reported that secret 
negotiations for a ceasefire to be moni- 

secured a friendship with him. But that torcd possibly by foreign troops, were
notwithstanding he warned me that going on the paper wrote vehemently
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Suleiman: Editor, 7M1.1976-78.Late Abdulbhi Editor

Post-war period
With the war behind it, the New Ni­

gerian faced the issues of reconciliation 
of the warring sides and the recon­
struction of the country with as much, 
•r . ____ U JoroH war

effort. The result was that for 10 years 
from Jaunary 1970 when the war 
ended, the paper grew in authority on 
the politics and economics of thecoun- 
try.

In those ten years,

paper took stockof and analysed what 
it called the "anatomy of rebel sup­
port11 took a critical look at what was 
creasing foreign backing for the rebels 
and concluded that the FMG must be 
uneasy lest too many countries give 
Ojukwu recognition. It then warned 
that "the best way to prevent this — 
and the FMG must by now be tired of 
being so told — is to redouble its ef­
forts in extinguishing the flame of 
rebellion. In this, they have the back­
ing of all Nigerians."

Three months later, the war happily 
came to an end.

Agbese: Editor 82 - 84.

Citizen, January 14,1991
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governor of the North) was furious. 
They called me as editor to carpet me. 
But 1 told them that it happened and 
there were people in Kaduna who saw 
it happen or heard it happen and so if 
we did not publish it, they would have 
a perfect right not to believe whatever 
we published at any other time. I said 
I had no apologies for publishing the 
story."

"In any case, events soon proved us 
right, for when the Federal side started 
bombing the rebels, our newspaper 
was the only one available to prove to 
outside do-gooders that it was the 
rebels who started it."

The second brush followed the de­
tention of Mamman Daura after a se- 
riesof newsand editorials which were 
critical of "upstarts corruption and 
generals who didn't leave Lagos dur­
ing the war but instead took degrees 
off campus." Ciroma recalled that 
when he went to Lagos to find out 
what was happening to his editor, he 
drew a blank. Out of frustration he 
retired to his room at Mainland Hotel, 
Ebute-Metta. However, later as he was 
preparing to leave, General Obasanjo 
went to the hotel and asked him to 
accompany him (Obasanjo) to see 
Gowon. "I told him", said Ciroma, "I 
did not want to see Gowon, since the 
military establishment did not want to 
tell me the whereabout of my editor. 
Ilowtvci, because Obasanjo was a 
close friend and because he was asked 
to persuade me to see General Gowon, 
I did go."

But he said he warned Obasanjo that 
whatever it was he told the head of

Bamigbele: ace reporter, 
shaves.

"Other newspapers in Nigeria," 
once wrote Ciroma, "always envied 

, our freedom to say and do what we 
------ faced the war wished within the law. They thought if not more, vigo u v t we had special dispensation. Even the

detention of Mamman Daura 
(Ciroma's successor as editor in 1969 
and managing director in 1974) did 
nothing to dissuade their minds. The 

the paper won fact is that freedom is something that
' 5nr cause it champi- you take; if you wait for it to be given virtually every map campajgn for to you, you would never get it." 

oned. These inclu ■ ntrcnchment of In the course of taking its freedom
quota system, fort for a reve- within thelaw, the paper's editors had
Sharia in the Cons 1 emphasised several close encounters with those in 
nue allocation w derivation and authority, but on each occasion each 
population vis-a-vis Fedcra] Capital partycameaway with more respect for _______ ...^vawut or my
for the removal of t cam_ the other. Of these encounters, Ciroma However, because Obasanjo
from Lagos. In bclw. . corruption recalled two in an interview with Citi- close friend and
paigns, it fought .^a‘" ^igh places. zen.
and abuse of office 1 „jngdirec- The first, was when the New Nigerian
Again the editors an m not reported the bombing of Kaduna by
tors survived the ba / ciOse rebel aircraft. "General Hassan (then
always without bru

of the warring sides and the
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Zannx Editor 1984-85.

The Federal Government take-over 
itself was greeted with widespread 

tong its readers. There 
t this change of owner­

ship will affect the paper's character, 
and its primary objective of serving the 
"Northern" interest within the context

state it was because he asked for it. 
Gowon, he went on, was in his usual 
way nice but he told him that he was 
unhappy about the detention of his 
editor. He said he suspected the deten­
tion was because of stories and editori­
als and Candido commc

lieutenants and policies. "I assured 
him", Ciroma said, "that he was wel­
come to replace us with those who 
would do his biddings if he felt un­
happy with the way we were running 

the iand but we were unwilling to wait for it prevented it from falling between

tools as the northern states concen­
trated in sharing the assets of the old 
North."

Two years before, the Federal Gov­
ernment take-over, the paper scored 
another b>g first by printing simul- 
teneously in Lagos and Kaduna. The 
Lagos plant, commissioned by Chief

’’llll '

• di.41

and chief executives of the paper i 
proved the skeptics wrong.

Indeed, quite contrary to the popu­
lar belief that the paper was seques­
trated to balance the Federal Govern­
ment take-over of Daily Times, the New 
Nigerian was more or less given away 
by the then Interim Common Services o
Agency, then comprising six northern pefs first days because its editors and 
states. Alhaji Aliko Mohammed, Dan ' ’ ' 
lyan Misau, and one-time Chairman of

_____ ____________________ 19 
terms, and in some cases were on first 
name basis. "We on our part," he told 
Citizen, "knew our limits. No sensa­
tionalism, no action in bad faith. We 
made sure we were in contact with 
those in authority. We always told 
them it was in their interest to tell the 
truth so that when they need the paper 
to sell their programmes, our readers 
will listen. Fortunately, at least until I 
left in 1980, we were able to maintain 
our credibility."

Inspite of the rapport, Turi said, 
there were occasional sharp disagree­
ments. The sharpest in his time as 
manging director, he said was when 
General Obasanjo, as Head of State, 
decided to rotate the vice-chancellors 
of universities. "We said the decision 
was silly, was stupid, even though 1 
believed and still believe Obasanjo 
was concerned about unifying the 
country. You could not achieve unity,

11 IP

Abdulazccz: current Editor.

for instance, by bringing to ABU Zaria 
a character like Professor Akinkugbe 
whose policies were clearly anti-north.

"Because when he came he tried to 
abolish School of Basic Studies and 
other programmes established to pre­
pare northern candidates for a fair shot 
at university education. We said the 
rotation was senseless and Obasanjo 
did not like it. As a result he made 
himself the minister of education, held 
ourfileand wedidnotgetoursubven- 
tion for a year. He was waiting for me 
come to his office. But I made sure we 
were three steps ahead of him. I was 
lucky the workers of the New Nigerian 
cooperated with me. I told them my 
problems and that if they liked we can 
change and start praising the govern-

KT*
.j

Daily Times, told Citizen that in the 
course of sharing the assets and liabili­
ties of the North, the New Nigerian 
began to suffer delays in getting its 
subventions, especially as some of the 
states started planning for their own 

tents the paper media. "ICSA" he said "was only too 
had published about some of Gowon's glad to be relieved of suchcommon

burdens as the New Nigerian, Ahmadu 
Bello Stadium and Ahmadu Bello 
University."

o  Mallam Adamu Ciroma, con-
happy with the way we were running firmed this. "The Federal take-over" 
the paper. We will abide by the laws of he told Citizen "was good for the paper

on the wishes of any official no matter 
how high before we can publish the 
truth."

This tradition of telling the truth to 
power continued well after Ciroma 
left the New Nigerian and after the 
Federal Government took over the 
paper in 1975.

skepticism amc 
were fears that

Oparadike: first non-northem 
Editor 85-87.

Awolowo on February 28, 1973, was 
established so that the paper will be on 
sale throughout the country on the day 
of publication. To date, it has remained 

>hip will affect the paper*s character, the only paper published simultene- 
ind its primary objcctiveofservingthe ously in two places.
? hrtherr." interest within the context The first managing editor of the
of national unity. Time and the editors Lagos plant was Malam Turi Muham-
and chief executives of the paper soon madu who had joined the company in

1969. On Ciroma's departure in 1974, 
Mamman Daura moved to the top and 
was succeeded by Turi as editor.

Speaking on his tenure as editor and 
managing director, Turi said brushes 
with the authorities were necessarily 
few even dating back to the newspa- 
t ' . days because its editors and
chief executives and those in authority 
respected each other, spoke on equal



Mr. Yakubu Abdulazccz (Kwara).

irry on our inde- 

occassion, Turf recalled,

Chief Mike Pearse 
Like all old men, Mike Pearse likes to 

a

20_______________
ment and get our 
agreed we should <

Dan Agbeoe:
Dan Agbcse did not want to be editor 
of New Nigerian. He said the job was 
first offered to him in 1980, when he 
was General Manager of Radio Benue. 
The approach was made by Tukur 
Othman then (and now) Managing 

________ _________ Director, who asked him "to come 
for Commerce and Industry (NBCI), home to the Neto Nigerian" where he 
...v —___ had a stint as a staff writer between

1967 - 70. Two years later, when 
Agbese had become Director of Infor­
mation fbr Benue, the Chairman of 
New Nigerian, Chief 1.1. Murphy again
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Government then decided to censor 
the newspapers. The New Nigerian, he 
was told, like all papers, should sub­
mit advance copies daily to the Minis­
ter of Information in Lagos and the

more liberal than most in its choice of be vetted by the managing di 
its managers and editors, for among But if you are well-versed in 
them have been people who could not " ‘ " ------
have felt comfortable with such a nar-

great pleasure to sit back and let him 
do it.
"I joined the New Nigerian in Decem­

ber 1965 and was transferred to Lagos 
as Editor. I left in 1984 as Editorial 
Adviser, the topmost anybody can get 
in the New Nigerian. Throughout our 
stay there, the paper justified its estab­
lishment. IfSardaunahad been alive, 
perhaps the paper would have done 
more than what it is doing now, by 
establishing magazines and Igbo and 
Yoruba newspapers, etc.

carry on U caused by the Sharia controversy in 
pendent editorial policy ~ Our ,nde- the constituent Assembly. Thegovem-

Another occassion Turi ment, he said, felt concerned about the
was in 1978 in the wake of th*3 —' t*le de^’ate and there was a

e student riot in which six people died.

was taken as the gospel truth. I think 
ravn v-w. this was because of the calibre of the
He said the paper paper's editorial people then. An edi- 
i for being authori- tor like Adamu Ciroma was a very 

fearless man who wouldn't care as 
long as he knew that what he pub­
lished was true.

'There was a time in the recent past 
when it went down to its lowest ebb 
and people did not lose interest. It was 
wishy-washy. On any given issue 
anybody could predict what the New 
Nigerian would say. I don't want to 
mention names. I don't know what 
might have been responsible for it, but 
the paper went off the track of its real 
self. The paper is now back on the 
track."

Tanko Kokwain
Mr Kokwain is an indigene of 

Kaduna State, but he comes from the 
southern part of it, where the popula­
tion is largely Christian. He is a very 
well-educated man, with a first degree 
at Ahmadu Bello University and two 
masters degrees at London School of 
Economics and University of Pitts­
burg (USA). He joined Kaduna State 
Civil Service where he rose to become 
permanent secretary, Ministry of Fi­
nance, before he took up a career in 
banking, with Bank of the North. 
Towardst1 ’ "* "___ 4
lie, his state recalled him to be secre­
tary to the government. When the 
soldiers struck again he was ternporar- ,________________
ily out of work. But it says something reminisce about the past and it is
about luS COiitpeluiiLe that he was buun 
enough asked to manage the New Nige-

in 1QR4

Nev,- Nigerian were Muslim, Hausa- 
Fulani or even Northerners. The roll 
call includes Tanko Kokwain, manag­
ing director in the early eighties, 
(Kaduna), Mr. Rasaq Aremu, editor- 
in-chief until mid-seventies (Kwara), 
Chief Mike Pearse, managing editor^ 
editor-in-chief and editorial adviser 
(Ogun), Mr. Yakubu Mohammed, 
managing editor (Benue), Mr. Dan 
Agbese, editor (Benue), Mr. Innocent 
Oparadike, editor (Anambra), Mr Ade 
Fagbemi, pioneer Sunday Editor 
(Kwara), Mr Babatunde Ahmed, Sun-

The ‘outsnd©5
Launched by the Sardauna a few days T was surprised. But at that level my
before he was killed, the New Nigerian task was managerial not Editorial, so 
has always been regarded by some did not interfere with editorial P° |CY' 
people as a paper set up to defend only ensured that the contents o 
"Northern interest", specifically that editorials are in line with the policy,
of Hausa-Fulani Muslims. If that was is the tradition  of the New Nigerian t
its objective, then the paper has been all editorials and Candido column mus 
more liberal than most in its choice of be vetted by the managing director.

i public 
affairs''and your communication is 

 __ O.K- there is nothing wrong with «• 
row task. Not all the prime movers of But I left the casting of the headlines, 
Mow Mirrorice, ”_______ etc. to the editors". "People liked the paper because of its

Tanko Kokwain said the way to stay rtillivcncss. They took it as
out of trouble in the NewNigerianis M;ecria's version of al-Ahramof Egypt

heluseanythingthatap^^thero

none of them interfered with what I 
was doing. No person ever imposed 
anything on me". I’ ’ ...
made its reputation for being authori­
tative and bold because "you get your 
facts straight, you do your research 
well and you are in touch with the 
highest hierarchy of government.

________ ,__ _ Ministers of Information at that time 
day editor (Kwara) and present editor,- did not interfere nor did the state 
Mr. Yakubu Abdulazeez (Kwara). govt 
We sought out some of them to find Barr

out how they fared at the New Nigerian.

a few days

has always been regarded by'

"^vernor. I was never called to Dodan 
arracks. The only incidence I could 
recall was when the editor of Sunday 
New Nigerian (Babatunde Ahmed) 
wrote some funny articles and he was 
arrested and detained for three 
months."

Malam Tanko, was however well- 
aware that he was on a hot-seat. 
"Everyday 1 was praying to God to get 
me out of that place. It was a govern­
ment paper and you are trying to bal­
ance views with your conscience. I felt 
one year is enough." As it was he 
stayed nearly two years (1984-86) be­
fore he got a plum and quiet job as 
Executive Director of Nigerian Bank

;theendofthe Second Repub- where he still is.



Yakubu Mohammed:
Mohammed, Agbesc's fellow direc­

tor at Newswatch/ started his associa­
tion with the New Nigerian while still a

have to resign."
There were other crises in his time as 

editor, such as those that followed in 
the wake of the lyabo Olorunkoya 
hemp scandal in which Brigadiers

editorial chair. "From the Shagari era 
they started looking for outside people 
to become editor. Those who re­
mained did not belong to the Hausa 
thing. In 1980 when I was managing 
editor, they reduced me to assistant 
editor and they were looking for a 
Hausaman to become deputy editor. 
The exercise failed because they didn't 
find the Hausaman to become editor 
and all the people they brought have 
not imbibed that tradition (of New Ni­
gerian). Things started wobbling from 
then on and 1 left. It was the failure of 
that exercise that led to the appoint­
ment of Dan Agbcse as editor."
The "tradition" Yakubu Mohammed 

is talking about is one of "forthright­
ness and courage borne out of convic­
tion." He said editorial writers made 
effort to emulate those before them — 

tion were in power, same with Mam- Adamu Ciroma, Mamman Daura and 
~ —•••-• • • "wewcredoingitundcrthetutelageof

Turi Muhammadu." 1 don't know why 
it changed, but I can say one thing. New 
Nigerian had a tradition of grooming 
people for leadership in the newspa­
per. By the time you got through to the 
position of editor you would have 
understood the culture of the newspa­
per. But, later, government interven­
tion and politics destroyed all that."

According to the former managing 
editor, the New Nigerian is unlike any 
other government-owned newspaper 
because of this tradition. Though as a 
government newspaper it is able to 
assert its independence to a large ex­
tent. "In 1977 soldiers burnt Fela's 
house (Kalakuta Republic). There was 
a phone call from Dodan Barracks that 
we should not report that story at all. 
We defied them and published it front 
page news. Other newspapers in La­
gos (except The Punch — which was 
not allowed to circulate) did not touch 
the story."

No wonder, said Yakubu Moham­
med, that working in New Nigerian 
gaveyouasenseofachievemenf. "You 
can raise your head anywhere and say 
I worked with the New Nigerian!"

Dy Kabiru Yusuf with 
Isaac Umunna.

his biggest battles were with the politi- column “Periscoping the Campus" did 
that for Unilag while Mohammed 
Haruna did the same for Ahmadu 
Bello University. From being an "ex- 

1 the main-strcam upon 
graduation. After his youth service 
with the newspaper (1975-76) he was 
taken on as a staff and sent to Lagos as 
Associate Editor. He was the second 
Associate Editor since the Lagos office 
was opened in 1973, and he remained 
there to become Managing Editor and 
later Assistant Editor.
The "promotion" to the last position 

showed Mohammed the hand-writing 
iture, saw that it was authentic, on the wall. The tradition at the paper 
t was pasted on the document and was to promote the Managing Editor,

photocopied. I refused to publish Lagos, to the editorship whenever the 
them." He said the next thing was that position was vacant. But when it came
a minister in Shagari's government to his turn, there was a frantic search 
called him to ask the reasons for his not for outsiders to block his path to the
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military governor, in Kaduna.

"I went to Dr. Leton, who was then 
the Minister of Information. But before 
then I saw other people in government 
and explained to them that we find it 

raised the matter of his going back to 
the fold. He was reluctant, but finally 
agreed to take up the job when it be­
came clear that Governor Aper Aku, 
his boss, favoured his going.
Agbese's reluctance was informed by 

an earlier experience at The Standard 
newspaper, Jos, which he edited for 
only throe months. The civilian regime 
was just coming in and he played up 
the national story of Shagari taking 
over from Obasanjo, instead of Solo­
mon Lari s swearing-in as Governor. 
NPP elements started grumbling 
about his "soft spot' for the NPN. A 
subsequent story about an honourable 
member of the Plateau House of As­
sembly, who ordered seven (7) full 
chickens for dinner at government 
expense brought matters to a head. "I 
was summoned with my General 
Manager to the office of Speaker, 
House of Assembly, where we were 
washed down. I put all these together 
and it was clear it may not be better at 
the New Nigerian."
As it turned out he spent "two years, 

one week and one day" at the New 
Nigerian (1982-1984) before he was 
"redeployed" via a broadcast on NTA 
Network news. Not that he had an 
easy tenure. He was accused of bias for  o. . 
NPP, Christianity and minorities. But student at the University of Lagos. His
hisbieepsf hnttlnc wnm urith thormlUI- rrtlumn "P*r»czv>»»«HO Iho Hid

cians of the NPN. "They believe we 
should fight the causeof the party, that 
every senior member has the right to  
tell the newspaper what to do and the tra" he joined 
newspaper should not publish any- graduation. A 
thing positive about other parties." 
Agbesc said heonce received a batch of 
documents purportedly by Chief 
Awolowo in which there was an al­
leged plan by the UPN to cause trouble 
in the country, with an armed force 
and funding by foreign governments.
"I looked at the documents properly, 
they were frightening. I looked at the 
signature, saw that it was authentic, 
but it ’

impossible to submit ourselves to cen­
sorship. I then went to Leton and told 
him he was no better citizen than I was. 
Either I ran the place or they find 
someone else. Fortunately I didn't

publishing. He pleaded libel', but the 
minister said "Go ahead and publish 
and we will pay." The editor stood his 
ground. But there were other occa­
sions when he admitted he gave in to 
publishing editorials he did not quite 
approve of and "you could see we are 
struggling with our conscience."
On the whole, Agbesc who is now a 

director at Lagos-based Newswatch 
magazine, said the New Nigerian de­
serves its reputation of being frank and 
authoritative. "New Nigerian has been 
consistently fair to all sides. It has 
never been rabidly in support or op­
posed to any government. It always 
commends when it ought and dis­
agrees when it ought. Because it is not 
seen to curry favour, people believe 
whatever it says. At the time Ciroma 
edited the paper, people inhisgenera-

man Daura. They look at issues with 
benefit of inside knowledge. When a 
course of action was suggested and 
government implemented it, it lent 
credence to the paper."
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MW, th® great®

Nigerians did learn how to tell the 
truth. I say this because we have

earlier than now. I don't think they are 
going to pay any compensation. I 
don't think they contemplate doing 
anything along that line, for us, the

we are not expecting any payment of they are entitled to read. We are so 
compensation. If there has been or will ------ - ■
be any payment of compensation, it

that.
Mohammed Haruna who suc­

ceeded Sulaiman in acting capacity 
has similar brushes with the authori- 
tiesand somemembersoftheboard.In 
one case he was asked to apologise to 
Alhaji Awwal Ibrahim, the governor

straw in his case was when he wrote in

Citizen, January 14,1991

Isa Ozi Salami and Alhaji Muazu 
Maiyaki, both proteges of Alhaji 
Umaru Dikko, often complained 
within the editors' carshot that he was 
giving too much publicity to Dr. 
Ibrahim Tahir, who incidentally was 
from thp Cimo ae

who was regarded by Umaru Dikko as 
an arch-rival. Eventually Othman suc-

_j . ., , pressure remove
Sulaiman by contriving a series of que­
ries which included one accusing Su­
laiman of insulting Alhaji Usman 
Farouk one time governor of the 
North-Western State. Farouk and of Niger State but he refused. The final

Q: Since NN became a Government 
newspaper, there seems to have been lapses 
in its funding. Could you please throw 
some light on what taking over the NNN 
entailed and some of the 'debts' you are 
owed by the government?
A: When the Federal Government 
took over the NNN, I wasn't in the 
company, but I know that it is not the 
only regional institution or property 
taken over t, ?... T__* ~
ment. The FRCN, the NT A are also 
others. I am not sure if any compensa­
tion was paid by the Federal Govern­
ment. lam not very sure if the payment 
was even desirable. We are not expect­
ing any payment from the Federal 
Government. We have been living on 
some occasional subvention and 
we've taken loans to commence our 
operations. So, the answer still is that providing for readers what we believe

well staffed now — quality-wise and 
ue any payment or compensation, « quantity-wise for us to be able to meet 
probably would have come in much the external challenges in the print 

industry.
Q: How would you, generally, judge the 
NN in its 25 years of existence?
A: In all honesty, I think we have done 

FRCN or NTA or any other institution excellently well. Through the NN,
taken over by the Federal Government 
including the universities.

Q: Now that you're back here as the Sole 
Administrator of the NN, would you want 
to see your position now as one that has to 
clean up the NN, bring it back to what it 
used to be?
A: That's what I'm told I have to do 
and that's what I'm doing by the grace 
of Allah. When I came in July this year 
we did a few recruitments in the edito- 

---------- t a _ rial department, marketing, drcula- 
by the Federal Govern- tion and commercial printing. In fact, 
------- ---  . just this morning, the deputy editorof 

the NN resumed duty. I'm very very 
proud to say that as far as the editorial 
department of the NN is concerned, I 
can match, without any feeling of 
pride or ... that were really capable 
now of writing what we believe 
should be written, comment on what 
we feel should be commented on.

civilians took over from the military, 
specifically from 1980. This coincided 
with the appointment of Alhaji Tukur 
Othman, who had left the New 
Nigerian in 1974 in the wake of the 
Gomwalk crisis, as the managing di­
rector in succession to Turi Muham- 
madu who had resigned. Othman was 
the chief executive until early 1984. __________
One of the first signs of the decline of cumbed to the 
the paper was that in those four years, 
the paper saw as much as many di- 
tors,—Ibrahim Sulaiman, Mohammed 
Haruna in acting capacity, Dan 
Agbese and Bukar Zarma—some-

Adekunle and Sotomi were impli­
cated and which eventually led to their 
retirement from the army and another 
in the wake of the Scania scandal ex­
posed by the paper in which the Lagos 
City Transport corporation in collu­
sion with Chief Adisa Akinloye, 
bought and sold scrap Scania buses for 
new. None of these, however, devel­
oped into as serious a crisis for the 
paper as the one that followed its story 
of accusations of corruption levied 
against Joseph Gomwalk, then mili­
tary governor of Benue- Plateau State 
by late Aper Aku, later to become the 
first civilian governor of Benue State.

The present Sole Administrator, 
Alhaji Tukur Othman, who was then 
the substantive managing editor in 
Lagos, but was acting as editor, re­
called how Col. Abba Kyari, then mili­
tary governor of Kaduna, threatened 
fire and brimstone if the New Nige­
rian ran the story. If did and heaven 
almost fell. According to Othman, the 
Interim Common Services Agency 
comprising the then six military gov­
ernments the North met and man­
dated Kyari to censor the paper on a 
routine basis.

"As a result those of us at the top" 
said Othman, "Mamman Daura as the 
managing director, Turi as the editor 
and myself as the managing editor 
decided to resign. Fortunately for 
every body, some northern elders in­
cluding Ahmed Talib, Alhaji Com- 
massie and Malam Liman Ciroma 
intervened and managed to persuade 
the governors to leave us alone."

gone to Sulaiman's office and accused 
him of abusing public trust by sup­
pressing the agitation for the creation 
of Gombe State where Farouk comes 
from. In annoyance Sulaiman had told 
offthcex-govemorand had reminded 
him that he was least qualified to lec­
ture anyone on the abuse of public 
trust when he was found guilty of 
corruption by a tribunal. Farouk took 
offence and reported Sulaiman to his 

ing too much publicity to Dr. boss.Thcmatterwcnttothcboardand 
Jhim Tahir, who incidentally was Sulaiman was asked to apologise. He 

from the same place as the editor, but refused. Hcwasrcmovcdshortlyaftcr

thing which was unprecedented in the 
paper's history. It seemed the main 
reason for this rapid turnover was 
that management was unable to resist 

The Decline the interference of politicians.
If any date can be set for the decline In the case of Malam Ibrahim, for 

of New Nigerian, it was a little after the instance, board members like Alhaji



By common consent, Sid i Al i Sira jo's

you find that a particular newspaper 
becomes honest enouj * **
enough, to accept fault c 
anybody. We mean that where you 
have, for example, a government min­
ister who goes wrong—what I'm talk­
ing about honesty here is that you 
should be able to pick up your pen as a 
journalist and examine the conduct of 
that particular minister without feel­
ing that that minister is an Oyo man, 
Yoruba, Hausa, or Fulani or Ibo man. 
If you are a Hausa man, writing that 
editorial, you should ignore the fact 
that he is your tribes man. The NN is 
the one paper 1 know, the moment we 
have cause to want to call you names, 
we ignore the fact that we come from 
this part of the country, even if it is our 
own man and he goes wrong, we will 
generally, have the courage to tell him, 
'sorry Alhaji, you have been mis­
taken'. J believe too, when it comes to 
the issue of probity in public life, we 
have not only been courageous 
enough to show people the way to look 
after trust. We in the NN have done 
our best in the 25 years we have been 
here to show people the example of 
how you should not abuse your trust.

his column that the Shagari govern­
ment was inviting a military coup by 
its insensitiveness to the sufferings of 
the people and by its attempt to create 
a police state. As a result he was not 
confirmed after acting for 10 months. 
Instead he was deployed to the com­
mercial department and his sponsor­
ship to read for a r  
Columbia University was cancelled.

Othman himself was removed in 
1984, the first managing director of the 

er to suffer such a fate. He was 
:ccded by MalamTanko Kokwain,

Because of this and because his time 
was _ 
and Mohammed Haruna and A.B. 
Ahmed, then editor of Sunday New Ni­
gerian, Kokwain could not do much to 
restore the paper's glory. Besides he

Citizen, January 14,1991

coverstory_________________

^po©n ©f unity
The^0 h*113 nevvsP°Pers ,n the country. Very, very, rarely in the NN do you 

Cre ave not been occasions where find cases of frauds for example or
L. ..c:"pni~’r stealing because we criticise the con- the paper 
ugh, truthful ductofothcrpeoplc,wedonotwantto • - • 
on the part of allow or give room for other people to 
iat where you criticise us. So NN has instilled in the 

minds of very many Nigerians what 
truth, honesty, probity, good conduct

managed the company in the shadow
of such draconian decrees as Decree
Number 4 that made the embarrass- spread relief at the sacking of Mak 
ment of a government official a serious Sidi Ali Sirajo from the New Nigeri
offence and Decree Number 2 under 
which one could be detained at the 
discretion of the Chief of Staff.

In December 1985, Kokwain was 
succeeded by Haruna as managing 
director, while Zarma was succeeded 

idike. Very soon    
Oparadikc and whileYakubu Mohammed, Managing

• Editor of Ncwswcfcl. and himself a°
old timer at the New Nigerian, said 
"Sidt s tenure was an unmitigated 
disaster. Nigerian Tribune, New Nige­
rian's arch-rival, described his sack as 
'Good Riddance."

Before Malam Sirajo took over," it 
said, "the New Nigerian was a re­
spected paper." After him, "the paper 
became a ragshcet."

________ 23
It soon became obvious to the board 

that something had to give. As things 
turned out, Oparadike and Ahmed 
were retired in 1987.

Oparadike was succeeded by 
Bilkisu Yusuf as the first woman to edit

In February 1989, Haruna was him­
self retired and was succeeded by Sidi 
Ali Sirajo. No reason was given for 
Haruna's retirement but there were 
speculations that it was because he 

^Mic office means^much so that tried to return the paper to its old fear- 
,n puou make j comment, less ways. There was widespread bc-
th<: ?° H us people trust the com- lief that the last straw was the paper's 
peopic2“ believe in us. They give us editorial of November 15,1988 which 

‘,t,7re we are supposed to have was critical of the appointment of 
u JI»l t From the question of accu- Alhaji Ibrahim Dasuki as Sultan in 
thecreoi. made such a SUKes5ion t0 Sultan Abubakar 111.
raCy ° if for instance, people do Bycommonconscnt,SidiAliSirajo's
"v u where you have read that 50 managing directorship was the most 
*5*y°n a fire out-break and you leU disastrous in the paper's chequered 
h " the NN they are satisfied, he history. He came to the job with a self- 
l„nws it is a reliable information. imposed mission to praise govern- 
Onto oof that we have maintained a mentrightorwrong.Healsoindulged 

' nsistent stand when it comes to in self-promotion — there was hardly 
Ses of national unity, we have any edition in his 17-month stint that 
hplocd to unite this country, we have did notcany hispictureononepageor

l cd to bring about peace. The thcother — that offended every sense 
moment vou encourage justice in gov- of decency Not only did he run the 
crnmentinanything,youfindthatyou paper to the ground editorially, he 
b ‘ , ce Thu is what I believe NN mismanaged its resources and ran the 
hassucceeded indoinginthiscountry. place as a personal fiefdom.The ulli- 
„ years have not been wasted really, mate was when he purported to have 

sacked all his editors in June. One 
month later, he too was sacked. Not 

------------ -—————■ surprisingly, his removal was greeted 
with universal relief.

Said The Guardian, "There is wide- 
, b, . —lam

Sidi Ali Sirajo from the New Nigerian. 
In his 15 months at the helm of the 
paper, the erstwhile sole administra­
tor reduced to rubble, every canon of 
journalism, and decency and offended 
nearly every bloc of opinion in the 
country" The African Concord (July 30, 
1990) crowed "Bye Bye, Hatchet man"

master's degree at succeeded by

by Innocent Oparadike. Very 
relation between Oparadike 
Haruna soured in the wake of OIL 
crisis and in the light of their conflict­
ing views on what the editorial policy 
of the New Nigerian will be like. Soon

paper 
succt------- -----------
who was a stranger to journalism.

-  3 OI Uic new ---- -------
is pre-occupied by serious internal enough A. B. Ahmed, who had been hi
ids between Zarma on the one hand Haruna's closest confidant joined "<

forces with Oparadike and petitioned 
the board on what they said was the 
way Haruna was using the paper for 
sectional and sectarian purposes.



24.

I -

Pearse: NN was authoritative.

New Nigerian Vs Nigerian Tribune

Citizen, January 14,1991

__________ COVER STOR1
Abdulazeez, the current editor think 
it is not correct to talk in terms c 
restoring the paper to its old glories.

"The question is not of returning th 
New Nigerian to its old glories. Theolt 
glories being talked about was whe: 
New Nigerian was competing with tvvi 
or three national dailies. The New Nige 
rian is now is a new atmosphere when 
competition is very strict in the mar 
ket. Of course the credibility of the ok 
must be attained, but at the same tim< 
you must know that the New Nigerian 
is operating in a different commercial, 
political and marketing environ­
ment."

By Mohammed Haruna, Bilkisu 
Yusuf and Delia Nzekwu.

As organs of rival political camps, the New Nigerian and Nigerian Tribune were often at 
war with each other. Still as highly opinionated and authoritative papers, they held each 
othe_ in mutual respect. On one occassion, however the New Nigerian thought its rival 
engaged in a sleigh of hand of the worst kind—and said so. At stake was the presidency 
of the country. Below was how the New Nigerian felt.

Perhaps the most telling remark was 
Malam Adamu Ciroma's who told 
Citizen that he knew Sirajo would not 
last. "He was flouting the tradition of 
the New Nigerian. Absolute syco­
phancy, the use of the paper for per­
sonal aggrandizement. Anyone who 
did that could not last!!"

The future
Following the removal of Sirajo, 

Alhaji Tukur Othman was appointed 
as theSolc Administrator. Hehassince 
set about trying to rectify the serious 
damage that Sirajo did to the paper 
and restore it to its old glory. The 
question, as it celebrates its silver 
anniversary is, will it succeed? Yakubu

was common knowledge that when 
______  ________ Cowon announced his nine-point 
two-thirds of 19 states for pur- programmed 1970theTrihunzwrotea 

••_________ critical editorial but withdrew it. What
is un-usual is to have such write-up 
published in another newspaper and 
attempt to show it as theopinionof the 
newspaper that has refused to publish 
it. What is more, by using Yoruba 
members of staff whose sympathies 
are for UPN, they are jeopardising 
their positions.
The publication by the Tribune is un- 

ethical and an act of provocation, lib 
a comment on the sad state of relation­
ship between the Tribune and other 
Nigerian newspapers. Wecondemnin 
the strongest terms the action of the 
Tribune. IftheTribune continues with 
its attacks on people from other sec­
tions of the Nigerian community sim­
ply because its candidate has not won 
an election the end result of its action 
would be to invite destruction on itself 
and its mentors. Meantime appropn- 
ate action is being taken on the Nes 
Nigerian staff and the Tribune.

In the last six and a half years the New 
Nigerian Newspapers and its present 
and past chief Executives have been 
subjected to a series of violent attacks 
by the Nigerian Tribune. Some of the 
write-ups by the Tribune have been so 
outrageous that our legal advisers 
have recommended libel action. The 
New Nigerian has always turned a 
blind eye to these provocations rea­
soning that it may be due to the excess 
of a jealous rival. In fact we continued 
to co-operate with the Tribune to the 
extent of supplying them with news­
print when they were in danger of 
ceasing publication. Some of their 
cheques bounced but we still regarded 
these as pardonable lapses. Manage­
ment and senior editorial staff of the 
Tribune nonetheless allowed these at­
tacks on theNsw Nigerian to continue. 
A new peak has now been reached.
The Nigerian Tribune in its edition of 

Thursday, 23rd August, 1979 has 
published a manuscript which had 
been proposed a s a New Nigerian edi to­
nal. In the manuscript the leader

A gross act of provocation
writer advised the NPN to drop the 
Akinjide interpretation of what consti­
tutes t’"C 10 elafoe (nr nur-
poses of the presidential elections. He 
also advised FEDECO to convene the 
electoral college. We disown the pub­
lication and denouce the attempt to 
represent it as New Nigerian editorial. 
This is the grossest act of irresponsibil­
ity a newspaper can commit.
The correct position of the New Nige­

rian on the issue is reflected in the 
editorial ofour edition of 20th August, 
1979. We welcome the declaration of 
Alhaji Shohu Shagari as president­
elect because he has the widest elec­
toral support in the country. We re­
peat: the country has been spared of 
the ugly prospect of shoddy political 
horse-trading and corruption likely to 
have attended the run-off electoral 
college vote.
The write-up published by the Trib­

une was a suggested editorial which 
was turned down. This practice is not 
un-usual. It goes on in all newspapers 
all over the world day in day out It
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Some are happy, some are not.

' -

Budget ’91

Like an ©tephart

President Babangida: Putting smile on the faces of Industrialists

plained Dr. James Iroha, Managing 
Director of J. K. Konsults, a Lagos­
based financial consultancy firm. 
'Their fear was that the President 
would approve something in the 
neighbourhood of N300 minimum 
wage, excluding fringe benefits and 
thus jerk up their overhead costs. Now 
the private sector is relieved and 
happy. Their gain is the poor Nigerian 
worker's loss".

It was therefore not surprising that 
Chief Ernest Sonekan, Chairman and 
Managing Director of UAC Nigeria 
Ltd., and the unofficial leader of the 
Organised Private Sector hailed the 
1991 budget asoneof the most innova­
tive and realistic in recent times, hours 
after President Babangida's marathon 
speech last week. And Shonekan has 
enough cause to smile. Excess profit 
tax and minimum wage aside, the 
government also bent over backwards 
to adopt such measures as would re­
duce bank lending rates, encourage

sector budget". And the evidence is 
abundant. Observers sec govern­
ment's abolition of the excess profit tax 
as a concession to the Organised Pri­
vate Sector (OPS) and a special victory 
for the big conglomerates who had ac­
tively lobbied for its death. The gov­
ernment's 'redefinition' of the mini­
mum wage as comprising the total 
emoluments of the worker which it 
fixed at N250 is also seen as a major 
gain for the private sector. "Most big 
companies pay their workers far 
above the new minimum wage" ex-

I
I

the use of local raw materials and 
provide an amenable infrastructural 
climate for industries to operate at op­
timum capacity. Chief E. Olisambu, 
Managing Director of First Bank is at 
one with Shonekan with regard to the 
budget as it applies to the private sec­
tor. "1 believe that the budget is a good 
one", Olisambu told Citizen last week 
after the Press Briefing by Dr. Chu 
Okongwu on the 1991 Budget.

Analysts see government's cautious 
posture with regard to resource pro­
jection for the 1991 Budget as evidence

TTT\rolessor Sam Aluko, the re- 
I i^nowned economist, has every 
— reason to be happy with Presi­

dent Ibrahim Babangida. Last week, 
the president unveiled the 1991 
Budget and told an expectant nation 

’that it would be balanced, with a sur­
plus of N100 million into the bargain. 
Sam Aluko who for long has been a 
relentless critic of the present regime's 
economic policies, said "I am so im­
pressed because this is the first time in 
30 years of independence that we have 
a budget surplus of N100 million".

Easily the main highlight of the 
N38.7 billion budget, the new surplus 
budget is indicative of government's 
realisation that deficit financing, espe­
cially for an under-developed third 
world nation, may not necessarily be 
thebest economic strategy. By Decem­
ber 1990, the Federal government 
budgetary deficit stood at a staggering 
N222 billion, a 1,100 % leap over and 
above the initial estimate. And the 
nation, as President Babangida admit­
ted in his budget speech last week, 
paid a steep price for this financial 
indiscipline. Not only did inflation 
prove a very difficult customer to 
control the banks, literarily bursting 
with excess liquidity, conspired with 
the international currencies to further 
depreciate the Naira. The inevitable 
end-result was excessively high inter­
est rates, low capacity utilisation due 
to the prohibition price of imported 
inputs and sluggish economic growth. 
The 1991 budget, according to Presi­
dent Babangida, will reverse this nega­
tive trend.

Dr. Rasheed Cbadamosi, Managing 
Director and Chief Executive of the 
Nigeria Industrial Development Bank 
told Citizen last week that the 1991 
budget is realistic and its goals realis- 
able. Cbadamosi is particularly de- 
Citizen, January 14,1991

lighted with the abolishment of the 
much-criticised excess-profit tax on 
companies which according to him 
was an indirect way of penalising 
banks and big com panics for their effi­
ciency. Said Dr. Gbadamosi, "now 
that the restraining influence of excess 
profit tax has been removed, I can 
definitely assure you that the perform­
ance of the industrial and financial 
sectors will considerably improve 
during the year".

Indeed, not a few analysts have de­
scribed the 1991 Budget as a "Private 

y !|



Alhaji: R,inance Minister
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_______________ NIGERU
appreciate against the international 
currencies". Finance and economy 
watchers have however criticised the 
CBN's management of the Foreign Ex­
change Market. Said Umuasi, "the 
Dutch Auction System which was in- 
traduced last December has proved a 
dismal failure. Observers have ex-

Sam Aluko who for long has been a relentless 
critic of the present regime's economic policies, 
said "I am so impressed because this is the first 
time in 30 years of independence that we have a 
budget surplus of N100 million".

dent of economics at the University of 
Lagos told Citizen, "Apart from felling 
on ing the people that government 
would now rely more on the applica­
tion of indirect instruments to control 
credit, the 1991 budget did not specify 
the modalities for bringing down in­
terest rates. It is simply not enough to

SSSps.". acceptablecxchm? 8 a stab,e and 
Significantly duri?r?efortheNaira-

P^sbriefing^ “J® 'he Minister's 
up a stout defence J'OIm,'gwuput 
exchange rate. -An f,!he Failing 
‘^u™gforaloXft“Vh° are

only put more money in to the 
vault of the banks" Umuasi 
told Citizen.
If the barons of big industry 

are celebrating and chanting 
victory songs, labour leaders 
and workers see nothing to 
smileaboutinthebudget.Ina 
statement signed by its gen­
eral secretary, Dr. Lasisi 
Osunde last week, the NLC 
described the wage aspect of 
the 1991 budget as an unfor­
tunate development". It was 
also Mr. Sylvester Ejiofoh, 
secretary general of the Civil 
service Technical Workers 
Union's view that the budget, 
in so much as it affects the Ni­
gerian worker, is a tragedy. 
Mr. Ejiofoh told Citizen at the 
NLC Secretariat last week,

"until the full report of the Tripartite 
Committee on minimum wage, of 
which I was a member is published, I 
am afraid there is no guarantee for in­
dustrial peace".

Labour's grouse is that President 
Babangida abolished the unified sal­
ary structure without prior consulta­
tion and also reneged on his Septem­
ber 1990 promise to upwardly review 
workers salaries. "President 
Babangida has challenged labour".

Now we will show him what stuff

26________________________
of the present regime's solid grasp of 
the international economic and politi­
cal climate. The budget is based on an 
OPEC production quota of 1.611 mil­
lion barrels per day, a selling price of 
21 dollars per barrel and an exchange 
rate of N8 to one dollar. These esti­
mates, analysts say, is realistic given 
the unpredictability of the Gulf sce­
nario and the performance of the naira 
in the foreign exchange market. "I 
agree entirely with the president that 
we should let the lesson of the Arab- 
Isreali war inform our budget projec­
tions, "Mr. Ibrahim Gusau, a financial 
analyst with the Lagos-based Pruden­
tial Merchant Bank told Citizen. 'The 
President should also be commended 
for budgeting a smaller amount than 
the 1990 budget, even though the gov- 
eminent expects to earn N21.08billion 
more this year. This is commendable 
financial discipline".

». cyond the euphoria 
FU? and the syrupy enco- 
Q miums that greeted 
the president's Budget 
speech, keen watchers of 
the nation's volatile eco­
nomic terrain have ex 
pressed concern over two 
key issues: the exchange 
rale of the Naira and the 
prevailing high interest 
rate regime. On the surface 
of things, it would appear 
that President Babangtdas 
econ omic advisers haveee

“-■-“Si 
during his press bncfi^ 
the budget ■n°n‘*^ube

eminent s inten i between 20 
to reduce interest rates 
and 21% during they •

Analysts ^"^,ihSately vague 
government was cnsyring a stable 
how and means rate On one
and accepubfo ^ Îending rates 
hand and chedang wugh proposi. 
on the other, it graduate stu- 
tion", Victor Umuasi, 8"

tell us that the CBN is doing something pressed strong fears that the exchange 
about it. The prevailing high interest rate may well turn out to be the achil- 
rate regime is something that deserves les'heelof the 1991 budget. "An unrea- 
urgent, specific action." sonably low Naira will not benefit any

Similarly, neither the ««« thecavemmenl h will
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Labour's grouse is that President Babangida abolished the 
unified salary structure without prior consultation and 
also reneged on his September 1990 promise to upwardly 
review workers salaries. "President Babangida has chal­
lenged labour".

MAMSER, Peoples Bank, Better Li 
Programme, the Transition Pre 
gramme and the just promulgate 
National Agricultural Land Develop 
ment Authority (NALDA), pre 
grammes which largely accounted fc 
the N22 billion deficit in the 199 
budget as potential obstacles to th 
surplus budget envisioned for the cui 
rent fiscal year. If 1991 turns out to b 
yet another ritual of deficit financing 
then the Babangida administratio 
may well have to kiss its stated inter 
tion to "evolve strategies and mea: 
ures to ensure sustainable, stabl 
growth" goodbye.

Thus, stag inflation, high intere« 
rates and low domestic output couL 
well become the legacy of the 199 
Budget.
"Budget 1991 reminds me of the stor 
of the six blind men who went to se 
the elephant", Miss Funlayo Atti 
Lagos based investment analyst tol< 
Citizen. " Some have hailed it as inno 
vative and realistic while to others it i 
a tragedy. It is my view however tha 
the litmus test of any economic pro 
gramme is how well it solves the eco 
nomic problemsof the populace". Wil 
the 1991 budget pass this test?.

By Ike Okonta with Issa* 
Umunna, Clifford Amadi 

Samson Ojo am 
Robert Sowon

the Nigerian worker is made of', 
threatened a high ranking official of 
the NLC who preferred anonymity. 
However, many observers believe that 
the NLC will only bark for a while and 
then go to sleep. "The new N250 mini­
mum wage may well be a secret ar­
rangement between government and 
the NLC", Kayode Nasiri, a mechanic 
with Peterson Founderies, Ikeja, told 
Citizen last week. "It is not for nothing 
that the government gave the NLC a 
N100 million mass transit grant. The 
only people I pity are poor workers 
like me". Victor Igboanugo, a clerk 
with the Federal Ministry of Health, 
Lagos agrees with Nasiri. "Who will 
tell landlords and market women that 
Babangida did not increase my sal­
ary?" Igboanugo's worry is real 
enough. In Lagos for example, house 
rents and transport fares have in­
creased, sometimes by over 50%. Will 
inflation prove the undoing of Budget 
1991?
ne other aspect of the bud get that will 
not go down with proponents of 
people-oriented economics is the sec­
toral allocation to such key sectors as 
education, health and works and 
housing. Education for example got 
N429.2 million, down from Nl.l bil­
lion in 1990. In contradistinction, De­
fence saw its share rising from N1.4 
billion in 1990 to a whooping N1.8 
billion in the current budget. "It docs 
not make sense to me at all", Dr. 
Nwagbo Eze, a senior lecturer at the 
University of Lagos told Citizen. "One 
would have thought that government 
would substantially increase the 
budgetary allocation to health and 
education, given the present decay of 
these two strategic sectors. It is most 
unfortunate that government has cho­
sen to buy more guns and bullets while 
people die in the hospitals for lack of 
drugs". Indeed, watchers of the 
Babangida regime are surprised that 
the budgetary allocation to Defence 
did not substantially reduce this year.

Okongwu: advised on hard work

"Babangida said he wanted to trim 
down the military. Why is he still lav­
ishing the tax payer's money on 
them?" asked Victor Igboanugo. Uni­
versity lecturers have also criticised 
the government's decision to turn over 
primary education to local govern­
ment councils. Dr. Nwagbo Eze is of 
the view that the local council's are not 
financially strong to bear the burden. 
Eze told Citizen, "such a move will 
only bring about further crumbling of 
primary education in the country. 
The general consensus is that the 1991 
Budget looks good on paper. The nag­
ging question though is how well 
President Babangida and his lieuten­
ants will translate the wordings of the 
budget into a concrete economic pro- 
grammcof action. Dr. Rasheed Gbada- 
mosi told Citizen last week, "propos­
ing a N100 million budget surplus is a 
good thing. But the important ques­
tion is how well it will be imple­
mented". Analysts point to such presi­
dential pet-programmes as DFRRI,
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Madaki; barefooted wild adventurer

Citizen, January 14,1991

are the ft-
We will not be able to 

give relief as packages to

trated when you are not 
used to all this delaying. 
My main worry is the red 
tapism.
Q •- Early in 1990, when you 
assumed duty you were re­
ported to have cancelled 
many contracts....
A.'- No, it is not true. The 
quality of the Jobs I met 
were such that you will be 
ashamed to *’"* 
Impresit 
building the Jibia dai 
They are not experts  
road construction. Thank

:- lias your stale fully as- 
5 mI the damage wrought by 
is year's drought?
'- We have. Total loss is 

estimated at N1.6 billion. 
Some farmers did not har­
vest anything at all. They 
therefore have no food to 
eat or to meet their necessi­
ties like soap and medicine.

here are others who
» reap any grain but 

i something (like stalks), 
we categorise them like

■ Madaki 
'wises are not being paid.
A> Give me one example. I 
work with facts. If there is 
any bastard who said he has 
not gotten his allowance, let 
him come and say it here. 
Tell me one, and we send for 
him. Before 1 came, this 
state took a loan of N50 
million from Bank of the 
North and another N30 
million from Habib Bank, to 
pay civil servants. Within 6 
days of my coming, I sent 
back the loans. They were 
not paying civil servants 
here before I camel Who 
told you he has not got his 
allowances?
Q> Before I came here, I inter­
viewed people around town.... 
/I.-Who? Who? Who?
Q> My informants will not 
expect me to divulge  
A> Then you arc not doing  
me justice! If I do not know, And th<
then they will suffer in si- didn't r 
lence I am not doing them a got something i 
favour; mine is to offer serv- So we categoric __
ice, but since you will not that.
tell me then let them remain Q:- Is the state offering relief to
like that! the victims?
Q>-1 will advise them to....
A: -You tell me, who are

28______________________________________

I nctvHRy es virtue
Katsina’s Governor Madaki regards civility to be in conflict with his mission especially 
when it comes to dealing with errant contractors and aides.

A s I waited in Governor Ma-
/% daki's office in the Govem- 

ment House, Katsina, I be­
came aware that closed-circuit televi­
sion cameras closely recorded the 
three other guests and myself, and rea­
soned that the governor may well have 
been watching us. I had not previously 
met the governor, but was well aware 
of his unorthodox methods and some­
times outrageous methods of rule. His 
personal staff wearily counselled me 
to "keep my cool" when I met the gov­
ernor, a rather revealing advice.

In the event, the meeting came 
sooner than expected. As we waited, 
the governor strode briskly into the re­
ception room, trailed by his lanky 
ADC, Lt Frank, and went directly to a 
light-skinned contractor who sat at the 
far end of the room. Without prelimi-

"I have the courage"— 
Governor Yahaya John Codtheroadsarcslillthere. ------------
Madaki of Katsina state Coanduscadiggerandwe;
recently spoke to the Citi- “w.reare no stonecrush 
acn on a number of issues. Y?uU>kcthatandsay,
Excerpts:- ~ „ 15 a state capital

road"? You just pour later­
ite and brought asphalt and 

lere. There was also no 
iage. I called the con­

dors; in the first place 
were not paid I kobo 

.... .» civil service set-up , ’ l.hey started work,
whereas before this pros- 'mprestt was claiming N7 
ent appointment I was in a mi*bon; Roads, N2.5 million 
Purely military set-up. ^hadn't this money. 1 
There is alot of red tapism sa,d.' You 8° back to 
in the civil service to the work, I wiU pay you", and 
extent that one fells frus- ^ey said, Took my friend, 
trated when vnn ar»> nnt even lf you pay me today, I 

am not prepared to work 
again". Impresit told me 
that. So I terminated their 
contracts, because the qual­
ity of work was below ex­
pectation. Just laterite, pour 
ash on it! They can take me 
anywhere they like! Bring 
engineers to testify! So, I did 
 just sack them but 1 

1 to say that  wanted a good quality job 
Bakalori is here don^. L it 

' im. How healthy
in nances of Katsina state? Tlwre 

are reports that some allow-

they? Let me know who it is! 
You are not a good person at 
all! I say no bastard is there 
who has not gotten his 
money? Let them say so! 
What allowance is that? 
You did not do your home­
work well! How did you 
take their talk without find­
ing out! Everyone's allow­
ance is tied to nis salary. Do 
your own employers say, 
"Come, this your allow­
ance, and this is your sal­
ary"? 
Q- IL 
sesst 
this

there
basis.1
"This 
road"? You just

Q-- What are your experi- ltc^na 
ences in one year as the gov- Eut. ( 
cmor of Katsina Stale ? araina
A:-The experiences arc in ”‘act0’ 
the method ofwork in that . ' 
this is civil service set-up since
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the 
watt 
him?

ploded," A court case? Am I a court? 
Or do I look like a lawyer to you? Get 
out of here, and go and solve your 
problem!". The lady gathered her 
purse and ran out, sobbing. At last, 
Madaki came to me. "And you, what 
do you want here?" Before I could 
answer, the governor's new chief 
press secretary, Abubakar Sadiq 
YariAdua, intervened to say I was a 
reporter seeking an interview. Madaki 
glared at me for a full minute, then 
turned and strode back into his office.

There was more waitingtodoasthe 
press secretary tried to obtain the 
interview. The governor was unwill­
ing to grant one, but relented when the 
one week-old press secretary insisted. 
When Madaki agreed to be inter­
viewed, he wanted it done promptly. 1 
was taken aback, and as 1 ran to the car 
for a recorder and a camera, securi­
tymen came after me. At last we were 
in.

Inside his long office, we sat at the 
conference area. Madaki stood behind

not been funded. I fundi 
him. Now, let me see p- 
formancebased on the fu 
1 have given you. I did r 
share the money with hi 
So, 1 should have the guts 
check him! I have the coi 
age to do so! Most Nigeri 
executives have no coura 
to check contractors t 
cause they have shared t 
money with them!
Q.-- Katsina state has ma 
powerful emirs, retired a 
servants, policemen and ge 
erals. Have they given you a 
problems?
A:- I don't doubt the 
might, but I have my ov 
mission. My mission is n 
to go and curry favour wi 
an emir or a general. Heh 
nothing to ao with me f 
the provision of light ■ 
water. So why do I go 
him? I don't doubt the 
might, but mine is to do ir 
work, full stop. We are ge 
ting on very well.
Q> Has the military's inu^ 
not been affected by the di 
missal of former military go-, 
emors from service forcorrui 
tion?
A> Yes, but that is humai 
Afterall, the military man* 
mother is no different free 
your own, so it is human.

There are allege 
your leadership style is 
brash....
A> Yes! If you want to hide 
things from me, you have 
wasted my time! Just to tell 
me the truth so I can go and 
find out, but you think you 
are having my life in your 
pocket. Okay, press it, so 
that 1 can fall and die! In­
stead of telling me the truth, 
you arc hiding it. "Bari in 
bashi tsoro". Then, I will 
even beat you! I will deal 
with you seriously! 1 have 
nothing to hide from you. I 
am not owing you, you are 
not owing me, so?

Are allegations true that 
you have manhandled a con­
tractor and some of your aides?

If you arc not corrupt, 
you should be able to treat 
your contractor for the con­
tract he has signed for. If 
you pay me to do you a 
job..... why are you nere ? 
Because you get money 
from Citizen! Can you get 
money from Citizen and tail 
to go and capture stories for 
them? If you fail, what will 
they do to you? Tell me! 
Q.- At worst they will sack me. 
A> Sack you! Since I cannot 
sack a contractor for failing 
to perform.... He said he has

his glass-topped desk, which - 
clean except for his leather briefi 
and a few papers. To his right w. 
small television screen, which rc 
larly showed activity in the recep' 
room and the rest of the Govenur 
House. In one comer of the office • 
a stand, on which stood Mada 
Guards cap and his (notorious) w; 
ing stick. The governor came roun« 
the conference area and, ignoring 
posh cushion chairs, sat on the gla 
topped centre table, very close to it 
wanted to invite him to take a seat, 
decided against it. "Why do you w- 
to interview me?", Madaki began hs 
edly. "Everything you want is alres 
in the papers. You pressmen...."

Col. Madaki spoke on the record 
45 minutes. He was blunt and fra 
his style completely pedestrian, N 
daki's response to questions was ■ 
tircly devoid of philosiphical refl 
tion expected of a Harvard alumn 
or of the exquisite upper-class refi: 
ment expected of a powerful Nigeri.

Rations that

naries, Colonel Madaki exploded, 
"Why should you come here to worry 
me? Okay, you have supplied good s to 
the ministry of agriculture. Am I their 
accountant? Do I keep money for 
them? How can I pay you!?" To prove 
it, the governor pulled out the pockets 
of his Khaki trousers; there was noth­
ing in them. It seems Katsina'scontrac- 
tors were familiar with these methods, 
for the man stood his ground and ar­
gued. There is no use arguing with 
me!," Madaki continued. "Did I take a 
Kobo from you? Tell me! Or do you 
think I hide money in my Gwari 
village?" Next, Colonel Madaki 
turned to another contractor, to whom 
he spoke in the same language. The 
third person in the room wasa middle- 
aged lady, who reminded the gover­
nor that he had asked her to come to his 
office to discuss her problem. "What is 
that problem? Tell me now!", Madaki 
ordered. Badly discomfitured, the 
lady said, "Sir, it has to do with my 
court case..." Again the governor ex-

Q> If the comphint is against 
people in the heirarchy, don't 
you see problem?
A> My foot! Is it only you 
that has a complain to 
make? So, treat it within 
your establishment and 
don't catapult it straight to 
me. 1 am not a judicial 
panel, right? People know I 
will not tolerate nonsense! 
No body will intimidate me 
with any petition. 1 have 
seen in the papers, things 
like "Kankiya is more than 
250 years old, but it hasn't 
got a post office". Some 
people will say, "Kaduna 
nas a trade fair every year, 
we should have our own". 
Is it the governor who 
should bring people from 
Niger (his home state) to do 
a fair? Is this the kind of 
petition I should listen to? 
Or what kind of petition are 
you referring to ? You are 
not helping anybody if you 
keep everything... why did 
you come here? Me, I tell 
you even names, but you, 
you are just like them! you 
are even worsening the 
matter. If you think you 
came here with a secret.... to 
hell with yoursecret! Idon't 
like this nonsense! You pack 
and go!

individuals because the rc 
sources are not there. We 
have set up a Task force 
headed by the Commis­
sioner for Agriculture. 
People know there is 
drought, so prices of food 
will increase, but we have 
set up roadblocks at the 
borders so that food is not 
smuggled out, and we hope 
thereby to stabilise prices. 
We have set aside N3 mil­
lion to buy grains that we 
can put on the market once 
scarcity is evident. We have 
also arranged with the gov­
ernments of Benue, Niger, 
Plateau and Gongola states 
to buy their surplus grain. 
But we cannot come and 
give a package, say N30 or 
two bags of guinea com to 
this person because of what 
he lost.
Q> Some petitions were sent 
to your office a Hedging nepo­
tism in die state civil service, 
but the petitioners got pun­
ished.
A.- I am not a ware of it. I am 
not here as a judicial in­
quiry. I am here to do my 
job, and you cannot distract 
me by writing petitiono. So, 
you writing petition to me, I 
will not answer. There is a 
heirarchy, so follow it up!
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contractor and his two aides. "What 
should I do if a contractor refuses to 
perform?", he rhetorically asked. 
Madaki sees the flogging of contrac­
tors as evidence of honesty. "I have the 
courage to check him," he said. "Nige­
rian executives are not able to check 
contractors because they have gone 
corrupt with them."

Throughout the interview, Madaki 
wore his badge proclaiming him as a 
"jungle expert," having attended a 
course on '
survival in 1978. He is totally in love 
with the military, an institution he 
joined as a
through the ranks. His career was thus 
delayed, unnecessarily in Madaki's 
view, since he had an ABU diploma in 
agriculture in 1967 but was not al­
lowed into the NDA for another 2 
years. His career and his life were 
nearly destroyed in 1976 by his asso­
ciation with then Federal Commis­
sioner for Defence, Major-General 
Iliya Bisalla, whom he had served for 4 
years as an ADC. Lt. Col. Bukar 
Dimka, leader of the abortive 1976

pace of work at a government project 
site, Col. Madaki also reportedly 
slapped a Government House cook, 
Mr. John Okon for failing to serve lu wo 
and miyarkuka to the visiting Prefect of 
Maradi in Niger Republic. The gover­
nor was also said to have flogged one 
of his orderlies, Sgt. Senagon 
Apale,for misdirecting the governor's 
motorcade. Although both Mr. 
Obinehi and Sgt. Apale later denied 
that they were assaulted, the press 
whipped up the stories despite heated 
denials by the Katsina state govern­
ment. It was widely believed that the 
spate of press criticisms of the gover­
nor's actions led to the sudden re­
moval on 30th November, last year, of 
both the commissioner for informa­
tion, Alhaji Lawai Yusuf Saulawa, and 
the former chief press secretary, Rabiu 
Musa.

In his interview with Citizen, how­
ever, Governor Madaki readily ac­
knowledged that he manhandled the

His language was vintage military barracks-type; words 
such as "nonsense" and "bastard" featured prominently, as 
did threats to "beat" and "deal with" officials and contrac­
tors.
contractors.

Col. Madaki is not unaware, 
though, that Katsina has a powerful 
and well-entrenched traditional, mili­
tary and bureaucratic elite, one that 
may easily undo him if he falls foul of 
it. '1 do not doubt their might," he said 
soberly, "but I have my own mission." 

Towards the end of the interview, a 
young contractor was shown into 
Madaki's office to "follow up" on a 
matter on which a retired general had 
earlier spoken to the governor. Ma­
daki acknowledged the powerful 
intervention, then shouted at the con­
tractor. "You did not supply the goods 
yourself! You sold the contract! So, 
whatdoyou want now? Let the suppli­
ers themselves come! I will come and 
see the goods!"

At one point, I asked Col. Madaki to 
comment on allegations that he ill- 
treated and manhandled contractors 
and personal aides. The governor has 
been reported to have publicly flogged 
Mr. Mathew Obinehi, an accountant 
with a civil construction firm,Atlantic 
Building,last October over the slow

30___________________________
Instead, he paid prodigious attention 
to detail. For a man with so much to do, 
Madaki displayed remarkable knowl­
edge of roads, clinics, schools, bore­
holes and other projects all over the 
state. He knew how big each was, how 
much it will cost, physical dimensions, 
the contractor handling it, how much 
is owed to the contractor, and the most 
up-to-date state of the project. Col. 
Madaki could also remember the de­
tails of letters to newspaper editors, 
where it concemshis state. He does not 
seem to like such letters, and speaks of 
them with scom.

Col. Madaki's language was also 
shone of refinement. He did not smile 
during the interview, nor did he joke 
or launch into some broadsides that 
are now commonly found with mili­
tary men in power. His language was 
vintage military barracks-type; words 
such as "nonsense" and "bastard" 
featured prominently, as did threats to 
"beat" and "deal with" officials and

badge proclaiming him 
pvnprt " ha vine? attends

________________ NIGERIA
coup for which he, Bisalla and 37 other 
persons were executed, had tried to 
brief Madaki of the plans for the coup 
some ten days before it took place. The 
attempt failed because Madaki arrived 
at the briefing venue several hours 
late, ostensibly because he was arrang­
ing an army golf tournament. In real­
ity, he was not eager to meet Dimka 
because he thought he was merely 
trying to reconcile him with Bissalla, 
whose ADC he ceased to be weeks ear­
lier after a personal quarell. (While 
Madaki was accompanying Bisalla to 
Kano early in 1976, his wife fell seri­
ously ill and begged Mrs. Bissalla for a 
car to take her to the hospital, but the 
Defence Minister's wife had retorted, 
"I am not your MTO!".)

After Dimka struck on February 13, 
1976, Madaki was arrested and inter­
rogated by military policemen for 
being seen in the company of Dimka in 
Kaduna. Exonerated by Dimka him­
self, he was released to resume his 
military career. He subsequently held 
several command appointments be­
fore becoming Commander of the Bri­
gade of Guards in 1989, a position he 
held until he became governor of 
Katsina state in January 1990. Along 
the way, he wrote his book, "Guide to 
regimentation in a unit," which was 
recommended to all soldiers by Gen­
eral Sani Abacha, who wrote the fore­
word.

As governor of Katsina, Madaki's 
brashness and zeal have been limit­
less. Heopenly compared his rule with 
those of his predecessors; compared 
military rule with the civilian's tenure 
and gave the Army a pass mark; 
agreed to autograph a copy of his book 

, „ although it was marked "restricted,"
jungle warfare and combat and at one point fumbled in his bag for 

Ik k totally in love a copy of a government report on the 
iry, an institution he drought, which he gave to me, to the 

recruit in 1967 and rose consternation of his aides. Some ques­
tions nevertheless irked Governor 
Madaki. Asked why the meeting of 
northern governors usurps the powers 
of the boards of the NNDC, t he Bank of 
the North and Kaduna Polytechnic, he 
reached out and turned off the tape 
recorder, before delivering his threat­
ening, but off record, answer.

Colonel Madaki's hobby, not supr- 
isingly, is "barefooted wild adven­
ture".



Idris: there is more to it.
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@us©iu was tentenS to David-West
Normally, when a person like Tam David-West is ad­

judged guilty of an offence in Nigeria, the real issues get 
submerged in a torrent of sentiment. People have come to 
accept him as an excellent public servant, ready to make 
sacrifices for his country. But his trial and convicition has 
lifted the toga of holier than thou he has been wearing.

Alhaji Lawai Idris, a Kaduna-based businessman, in­
sists that David-West is just another Nigerian and nobody 
should becloud the issue with sentiments. Alhaji Lawai 
feels that the judge was even lenient with David-West. 
The Citizen recently spoke with Alhaji Lawai. Today we 
bring you excerpts from the interview.

Q: Prof. David-West has been jailed but so many issues 
remain, in particular, how would the country go about 
getting back the money. ?
A: Firstly, the judge was good to David-West. He wasn't 
called an economic saboteur or something like that. It was 
like he took our money and gave it to Stinnes. We are talking 
of about $57 million. At current exchange rate, it comes to 
not less than half a billion Naira. The money could have 
been very useful to Nigerians.
Q: Has the judgment brought out all that there is to the 
issue?
A: If 1 can give away $57 million, 1 must have taken not less 
than 10% — I am not implying that hedid. What I am saying 
is that, as a Nigerian and a businessman and knowing fully 
well what has been happening in this countiy, where people 
pretend to be what they are not — and which I feel David- 
West is one of them, there is no way that this money could 
just go like that. Oil is money .He should have told us the 
criteria. What was used? Has Stinnes now gone bankrupt? 
Are they still in business? If they arc, then government 
should fight to get our money.
Q.The legal firm employed by NNPC to represent it said we 
hadaverygood case. You think government should pursue 
the matter to its end?
A: It starts like this; David-West is jailed, many of the 
southern papers believe that he was jailed because he was 
critical of government, or that he is from Buguma, Rivers 
State, where government derives revenue from oil found in 
that area or that he is a southerner. This is not the true posi­
tion. The true position is, David-West belongs to these 
people; he was acommissioncr in a military government. A 
military government gave him a ministerial appointment, 
the same military government sacked and later jailed him. 
They couldn't have done that without facts and figures. I 
know Mr Justice Bello Gusau ,as a man of conscience and 
with what he has from the prosecutors, I am sure, he didn't 
jail David-West because government told him to do so. He 
must have checked. It would have been logical for him not 
to jail David-West and then demand, as most Nigerians in 
his position do, to be given a share of the cake from 
Stinncs.That has been happening in this country. We see 
today people leaving government, the next day they arc 
building mansions. Where did they get the money from?
Q: Looking at the life of David-West, do you see a trend? He
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was a journalist, a teacher .People see him as having se 
certain goal which he has not disclosed. Can you discerm 
trend?
A: In this country, either you are with the military or wa 
the politicians. Or you are alone. David-West was able 
use the military for his selfish end and at the end of it, tZ 
same friends he has are today the same friends who ha- 
jailed him.I think after commissioner, minister, may be 3 
wants the presidential chair because he has his plans. Ar 
the plan is at least to be where the action is. And from thee 
with his articles in the newspapers, which sold him so we 
to the military, you find out that, one day, thinking Nige« 
ans are gullible people, he will one day say he wants to t 
president, or at least, a vice-president. Being from 
minority state, if he doesn't become a vice-president, hems 
become a president. It is not impossible.
Q: Why does he have to pretend that he is clean or try E 
insinuate that others are not?
A: A lot of people pretend to be what they are not. He i 
intelligent enough to use people so much. Besides the ser 
timents, was the offence never committed? Didn't he collec 
the document? Didn't he take a watch as a gift? Why didn“ 
they give it to me? 1 needed it.
Q: Is he intelligent?
A: My own understanding of intelligence is using it fo 
positive purpose . But, there are certain times, they say 
nemesis caught up with us. He was a victim of his own 
intelligence.He bought TUMA, an old ship which immedi 

•ately packed up and cost millions to rcpair.The NNPC car 
buy anything it wants to buy on their own.The $57 millior 
can buy new ones, at least three. Now, if David-West praise:



—2

ling 
the

PAN Ocean. Mr Justice Bello Gusau 
said people living in glass houses 
should not throw stones. Tam, didn't

__________ Adamu Ada mu 
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ing an envelope from a foreign com­
pany, by having a watch and by taking 
tea. Many people believe all that. But 
the government knows better. And

documentation from Britain to Lagos 
because it was a crime
Q— Should he have allowed the case 
do go on in the court till we get the 
whole N157 million?
A—Even if we lose the whole N157 
million, we could still have gotten the 
100 million that they were ready to pay 
through the court.If he had done that 
he wouldn't be in jail. We start check­
ing ourselves. You don't open a bottle 
of soft drinks or something and then 
tell your child that it is not good. The 
child would want to taste it.There are 
many Tam David-Wests in this 
country.If you go through the docu­
ments, the judgments and so on, there 
was no way a decent judge would but 
jail him. The evidence is there. Come 
out of it, now they were begging for le-

that people will 
know what it is 
doing?
A: Nowadays we 
are not told what is 
happening. They 
do it at their own 
phase, when they 
want they let us 
know. It takes them 
a lot of time to in­
vestigate. You re­
member a lot of 
persons were ar­
rested in early part 
of 1984 tol985 — till 
the present regime 

_ .,... . .^. . . ... came and left themDavid-West a victim of his own intelligence .. . , , ,° off the hook and
nobody told them whether they were _ __ ~
guilty or not, some were just let go. niency. The judge was lenient, very 
TUr. k,.— k—- *-)Qng lenient. That money could have come

>ntly in handy for hospitals and schools 
without books.
Q—You were talking of some thing 
from the grapevine, concerning the 
David-West affair, what is it?
A—Not much, really. Nigerians are 
rumour mongers, but as they say, 
there is no smoke without fire and it 
sets you thinking, how could a Nige­
rian get involved this deep and come 
out without a nickel?

told him what to do and what not to do. 
When he was transferred to mines and 
power, he said it was a bigger minis­
try. Bigger ministry? You cannot com­
pare the earnings of NNPC to that of 
mines and power. No way. Marinho 
and the others would never let him 
bring an oil application or contract

on it.
Q—When he was removed from the 
cabinet, he wrote an article saying 
that there is Jihad going on. Do you 
think he's trying to use the southern 
press to turn his own case into a 
North/Sou th issue?
A—Yes. At the petroleum ministry

................... .. • Hi-
gent person. You see, he felt he was 
the best. There is a person who came in Q— Is it ti
ready to leam, but did he learn from tions or a 
Marinho, Olisa, Ibekwe and the oth-

The investigators have been takii 
their own time and we are patier y 
waiting. God is on the side of the truth 
and this country, as President Ibrahim 
Babangida al ways says, is greater than 
all of us. They may be studying the 
case, because presently it is being mis­
understood by the people who once 
understand it—who once understood 
it their own way. We shall patiently 
wait till the truth comes out. This is not 
the end of this matter. Were I to advise 
government, I will investigate TUMA, Q— During the sittings of the tribu-
PAN Ocpan Mr TiicHro Rr>1ln Hitcati nal, at one stage, a mention was made 

people living in glass houses of a woman in London who would 
Id not throw stones. Tam, didn't have alot of Information for the tribu-

throw stones, he dropped mountains nal, what became of it?
A— Well, we're told that he has a 
contact woman, but these things, as 1 
was saying, are rumours. Government 
knows almost everything about al­
most everybody in this country. I 
mean, they have everything in their 
hands to get to know what they want 
to know.The thing is not ovcr.I learnt, 
StinnesisretumingtoNigeria through 
another company.
“ ‘ true that the six or so condi­
tions or qualifications set out for 
companies to lift oil, Stinnes managed

himself and boldly says that he has 
done something good for the nation 
and still left to continue as a minister, 
then God save this country.

Q; Looking at how easy it was for 
David-West to do this, don't you 
think, probably, he did so many things 
like it before?
A: There is more to it. There are also 

some people who never wanted him 
out (of jail) —I am one of them, but if 
ever he committed an offence like this 
offence he should have gone for life 
and we could have gotten our money 
back. Late Sabo Bakin Zuwo and oth­
ers were jailed 200 years. How much 
was involved in their cases I am not 
saying that he has been doing it, but I 
know the case of TUMA and Pan 
Ocean.
Q: Should government investigate 
further?
A: It should, fully. You see, you don't 
do things half way. May be they are 
doing it they should go further to dis­
abuse peoples mind that he did not 
commit an offence. So many believe , _____ ,
that hecommitted an offence by bring- well, that's why I say he is an intell i-
u.-------------’---- £-------- c—gent person y-_ ---

the best. Ther ’
idy to leam, but did he leam from

when they are ready to tell us, they will ers? These people would have at least flout tall of hem.?
foil us. fold him what to do and what not to do. A— Yes. It has backers. You sec the

There is more to it. With time, it may When he was transferred to minesand president of Stinnes would have said it
not be this government, it can be any power, he said it was a bigger minis- was a political situation to allow them
other government; but the truth, try. Bigger ministry? You cannot com- to lift oil but it is not a political situ-
within five to ten years, will come out pare the earnings of NNPC to that of ation to try David-West. They lifted oil
before he is out. mines and power. No way. Marinho because they had political backing.
Q* If government is investigating the and the others would never let him The laws are there.
issue should it not make this public so ’
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Said Barre was accused of sur-

Citizen, January 14,1991

1980 1.5 million refugees were in 
Somalia. The majority of the refu­
gees had fled across the border from 
theog
Ethiopia, the region claimed by

He ignored development. 
In many rural areas hundreds 
of people were tortured, 
chained naked and thrown in 
a cell. Some were beaten and 
even killed. Those who were 
lucky escaped to exile.

clique. The coup attempt was 
thought to have been fueled proba­
bly due to demoralization after the 
defeat. But this was the turning 
point in the relationship between the thought this would pacify the reb- 
govemment and its people. The fall 
out arising from the war had been 
critical refugee situation. By end of pared for any 
lOfin 1 C million mt,,rrnstc i.rnw. in vnwnd rhicn

other.
With many embassies preparing 

to leave the country tells a great 
deal about the incredible lack of 
confidence in the situation in 
Somalia and as the situation re­
mains unclear and with the rebels 
still in the mood to continue fighting 
until Barre capitulates or leaves the 
country, observers are quick to 
point out the difficulties that lie 
ahead. The rebel united groups — 
United Somali Congress (USC) and 
Somali Patrotic Front (SPF) have not 
agreed on broad base policy on 
what to do if they succeeded in 
defeating Siad Barre. This is an 
ominious sign that the differences 
between the opposition groups may 
prolong the civil war. If that hap­
pens we may not be far from having 
another Liberia on our hands.

By Abu Mommoh

call. They argued that by calling for 
a ceasefire nresiHenfr Rnrm ie iMnng 

country in Africa, Siad Barre has to buy himself and his army time to
systematically destroyed it crudely regroup for another attack. A simi-
and decisively through his divide- lar peace talks organised in Cairo 
and rule tactics. He ignored devel- Egypt collapsed mid-December 
opment in many rural areas. Hun- with the two groups blaming each 
dreds of people were tortured, ““—
chained naked and thrown in a cell.

political parties. The government 
rounding himself by one ethnic also sought the support of opposi- 
-1’— -n.------------- lx------- ----- tion for a new constitution which

will legalise political pluralisation 
and guarantee human rights and 
free expression. If the president

AFRICA-
Somalia

Soh soft foir ©oa©?
Tr ast week was a terrible 

nightmare for said Barre, 
J.L-J the ageing dictator of 

Somalia. For three days the forces of 
United Somali Congress (USC) de­
termined to overthrow his 21 year- 
old government fought a fierce 
battle with the government forces in 
the country's capital, Mogadishu in 
which several hundreds of people 
were said to havebeen killed leading 
to speculations of the President's 
whereabouts. When he eventually 
emerged it was to c^ll for a cease fire 
and expectedly the rebel forces per­
haps smelling victory rejected. The 
rebels said they were prepared to 
keep on fighting until the president 
relinquished his hold. Reports said 
the situation in the country re­
mained unclear as no one knew who 
was in control.

President Said Barre who came to 
power in a military coup in October 
1969 has been facing mass discon­
tent from his people who have be­
come disenchanted withhisauthori- 
tarian ruleand sundry human rights 
abuses, the most atrocious in Africa. 
Swimming in the tide of popular 
support that greeted his coming to 
power, he introduced socialist ideol­
ogy with a promise of a new social 
order. He even changed the name of 
the country to Somali Democratic 
Republic and his ruling party the 
Somalia Revolutionary Socialist 
party (SRSP) embarked on mass na­
tionalisation policy. In the 1970's 
government nationalised schools, 
banks, transport and land. His 
dream of 'Greater Somali' pushed 
him to become openly involved in 
Ogaden war in which the people of 
the South Eastern Ethiopia (but 
mainly Somali speaking group) 
were fighting the Ethiopian govern­
ment for autonomy. This was fol­
lowed by a coup detat by some key 
officers of the Somalian National 
Army in April 1978.

Some were beaten and even killed. 
Those who were lucky escaped to 
exile. It is this general state of discon­
tent that developed into present 
rebellion.

Last August after several months 
of fighting with the rebel forces, the 
government proposed constitution­
al reforms and introduced multi­
party system in the country. Oppo­
sition groups were told to form

els, he was mistaken. The rebels 
made it clear that they were not pre- 
. j f ha]f measure and 
vowed to chase the president out of 
the country.

Meanwhile Italy one of the colo- 
>gaden region of south eastern nial masters and staunch supporter 

>«oi«n Uy of the government of Siad Barre in 
Somalia, but a very large number of the last 21 years is urging neigh- 
them were Somalis from within the bouring Ethiopia fora joint call fora
country itself severely affected by cease fire and peaceful settlement of 
the famine and drought of 1979-80. the conflict in the country. The suc- 

Although homogeneous in com- cess of this effort is very doubtful, 
position (Somalis have one religion, Alrcadytherebelshavespurnedhis

language and culture) and consid- call. They argued that by calling for 
cred to be probably the most unified a ceasefire president Barre is trying
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‘the weakness of the nation's de­
mocracy’. They described the deci­
sion aS Mnn,,n’,< aHomrtf ‘tn an- 
pease the militar 
could be crucial tc

They were, he said, merely carrying 
out decrees issued by the Peronist 
---------------- ------------ - / jn 1976. 
n»..ough he expressed respect for 

President Menem's pardon, he

Demonstrators thronged the presidential palace in ve­
hement protest, calling the freed military leaders assas­
sins and urging that they face a death penalty. They

sture. 
ring 
tical
Pthe complained that the pardon was an indication of the 

weakness of the nation's democracy. They described 
^suggested that w.ooopeople the decision as Menem's attempt to appease the mili- 
n the war.' Human rights tary whose support could be crucial to (him) in times of 
— ’’'So numhnrwanclnwfo . .5 crisis.

Menem's attempt 'to ap- government they overthrew 
he military whose support Although he expressed res 
l. v, uenu to (him) in1

Argentina leader has now known that the wish of the people he 
governs supercedes that of the military leaders he fears.

crisis'. The people's response 
brought the president close to re­
voking the decree. On Monday 
morning, he was reported to have 
rescinded the orderbut later reports 
proved he is not decisive on the 
issue. However, he conceded that 
public opinion would be taken into 
consideration.

More problems are beginning to 
arise from the presidential clem­
ency. Following the release of the 
officers, the leader of the military 
body which ruled Argentina in the 
70s, General Hans Vidalier, on Sun­
day sent a letter to the government 
demanding an apology for making 
‘v------- rve time in prison. In the

to free the war leaders because he 
himself was once detained under he 
military regime ". The military men 
were immediately released from 
prison.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Menem 
had cause to rethink his action. „ _____ ______________
Demonstrators thronged the presi- survival of democracy in Argentina 
dential palace in vehement protest, 
calling the freed military leaders 
assassins and urging that they face a 
death penalty. They complained 
that the pardon was an indication of

ryj resident Carlos Menem's 
pardon to the military lead- 
ers of the dictatorship over­

thrown in 1983 has placed him in a 
difficult position as Argentines in 
their thousands and from all parts of 
the country strongly protested 
against his magnanimous gesture.

In March 1976 right and left wing 
extremists from the nation's political 
spectrum who claimed to be 
tecting democracy plunged 
country into a seven-year war which 
later became the dirty war. Official 
figuress ’ ’ -----------------
died in UIB , v
groups said the number was close to 
30,00*1 President Isabel Peron was 
dethroned in the war in which its 
rightist military perpetrators fought 
to check alleged subversion of the 
country by leftist guerilla groups. 
Argentina has since 1983 been on the 
path of reconstruction. Among 
those gaoled for the dirty war were 
two former presidents and military 
contra leaders, a former General in 
the army extradicted from the US to 
face prosecutution for 39 murders 
and the leader of the terrorist group- 
multineros dispersed by the mili­
tary.

President Menem had onSatur- 
day pardoned those convicted for 
their part in the war. His argument 
for the state clemency was that it demanding an apology for making 
would assist national reconciliation, them serve time in prison. In the 
He said "he had the moral authority text of the letter addressed to the

c .v . . . . current Army Chief of Staff, Gen­
eral Martin. Vidalier described 
himself and the other officers jailed 
for directing repression and the 
abuse of human rights as "people 
who had defended the nation 
against subversion," and made the

possible through the institution of a 
totalitarian state. Stripped of his 
rank and sentenced to life im prison- 
ment five years ago, Vidalier be­
lieves he was unjustly condemned

pointed out that the demand for an 
apology arose from his desire to see 
government "make full amends 
and restore order to the armed 
forces." In response to the letter, the 
president described Vidalier's atti­
tude as one only capable of stirring 
anxiety. The comment, he said, 
'was not in accordance with the 
wish of the Argentine people' to put 
the sad incident behind them for­
ever.

Many argue that this is best seen 
as the army's firm position in retro­
spectively justifying the dirty war. 
For instance. General Martin had 
brought forward the fact that Vidal­
ier and his colleagues have issued 
orders carried out by many of the 
officers presently serving in gov­
ernment. Carrying out the Peronist 
decrees, therefore, docs not vindi­
cate the military leaders' destruc­
tion of Argentina.

What remains to be seen is what 
President Carlos Menem would do 
to heed the demands of the more 
than 60% Argentines itching for the 
condemnation of the military offi­
cers and at the same time 'appease' 
the armed forces.

By Delia Nzekwu

Citizen, January 14,1991



WORLD

Citizen, January 14,1991

Gulf
War. ..peace... war... peace

soring international terrorism. Liby= 
itself, in a classic U-turn said it woulc 
endorse whatever position Egypt i-

Arab contingent in the Gulf, it is noi 
difficult to imagine what that positiom 
is.

As the week closed, President Bush, 
suddenly offered that the American. 

is policy increased when Secretary of State, James Baker and the_
the deployment of US Iraqi Foreign Minister, Tariq Azeez 
rs.it I wAot in Curitrwland as coin? annthnp

extra mile to resolve the crises. It 
would have been regarded as a genu­
ine attempt to resolve the crises with­
out bloodshed except that Saddam 
Hussein is being offered "peace" at cut

fronting Saddam Hussein. The Wess 
em media charged that Japan is trying 
to buy its way out of the conflict.
Last week also, Libyan leader Muam­

mar Gaddafi, announced that he wa« 
sure Saddam Hussein would dramat 
cally leave Kuwait before the January 
15 deadline. Ironically attention sucB 
denly shifted him as the man to urn 
ravel the crises. In 1986 Americs

throat price - America would not yield 
an inch of its position.

The meeting has now been set for 
next Wednesday in Geneva. The Iraqis 
are insisting that the resolution of the 
crises should include the Palestine 
question and Israeli inhumanity. A 
former American President, Jimmy 
Carter, was quoted as saying that the 
meeting ought to come to an under­
standing. Some suggestions have been 
offered such as the granting of a 99- 
year lease on the four islands the Iraqis 
are claiming from Kuwait in return an 
observer team be appointed to exam­
ine Iraq's stockpile of chemical weap­
ons.

Whatever the outcome of the meet­
ing, what is certain is that Saddam 
Hussein ha§ succeeded for good or for 
bad in changing social and political 
relationships in the Gulf.

By Muhammad Bomoi.

fq-j-sn he all pervading war psycho­
sis in the Gulf is gradually 

•^-1- being replaced by a frenzied 
pursuit of "peace" as the January 15 
deadline given Iraq to leave Kuwait 
approaches. The diplomatic flurry 
aimed at averting an armed conflict in 
the Gulf directly relates to the Ameri­
can policy of might is right. America 
passed 15 resolutions including 678 
authorising the use of force against 
Iraq, but not a single one to even 
mildly censure Israel over its illegal 
occupation of Arab land or its brutal 
suppression of Palestinians.

What has been responsible for the 
sudden change of heart is the increas­
ing nervousness of Western nations to 
go to war with Iraq vis-a-vis their 
domestic economic situation and the 
decisive pronouncement by the Iraqi 
Foreign Minister, Tariq Azeez that 
Iraq would not leave Kuwait until 
certain principles regarding the 
Middle East are established and ac­
cepted.

Tariq Azeez was quoted as saying 
that even if Iraq pulled out of Kuwait, 
war, sooner or later is inevitable with 
the arrival of Soviet Jews in their thou­
sands and the uninterrupted brutali­
sation of Palestinians in Gaza and the 
West Bank.

Mikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet 
leader, in the mutually hypocritical 
messages the Russians and the Ameri­
cans exchange every year, insisted that 
the Gulf crises presented the world 
with a new and serious obstacle to 
peace. He also said that the world was 
at a crucial turning point and that 
peace in the world would not be at­
tained unless Saddam Hussein's 
"aggression is overcome."

US President George Bush, in turn, 
told the Soviet people that he liked 
"the joint approach to world prob­
lems" by the two super powers politi­
cally and in the arms control areas. 
Bush said, "I applaud and the world 
applauds the decisive action of the 
Soviet Union in strongly opposing 
Saddam Hussein's brutal oppression 
in the Gulf."

Bush's policy in the Gulf is feeing a 
serious challenge at home with Con­
gress asking whether it is necessary to 
go to war with Iraq. He had support for 
his initial action following the inva­
sion of Kuwait, but the increased mili- bombed Libya charging it with spoi
tary commitment and the threat of •K*'
economic recession at home is forcing 
a rethink. The US is at the start of an 
economic recession making ordinary pursuing and since it has the large 
folks worried about their jobs. Home- Arab mnHn<n>nt in the Gulf, it is n 
lessness and poverty are on the in­
crease, stretching public money avail­
able to help the old, the sick and the 
needy.
Criticism of his ] 
he doubled tl  _r._,  _  . «
troops to the Gulf. Leading congress- meet in Switzerland as going another 
men are now saying that Americans ‘ n
are not committed to war and are 
openly advocating that the Bush ad­
ministration pursue a diplomatic ef­
fort before the decision to go to war is

Though ready to endorse America's position, the EEC ministers 
are not convinced that the peace option had run out. The French 
also sent a senior official to Baghdad for broadly the same 
reason, eliciting a sell-out charge by the British.

made.
As the criticisms widened, cracks 

started appearing in the so-called alli­
ance to force the hands of Saddam 
Hussein. The EEC foreign ministers 
met last week to consider proposals by 
Luxembourg, the new president, to 
send its foreign minister direct to 
Baghdad to pursue a separate initia­
tive. Though ready to endorse Amer­
ica's position, the EEC ministers are 
not convinced that the peace option 
had run out. The French also sent a 
senior official to Baghdad for broadly 
the same reason, eliciting a sell-out 
charge by the British.
The Japanese, anxious to appease the 

West and equally desperate not to 
become physically involved, given its 
pacifist stance, has offered to rebuild 
the Iraqi economy on condition that it 
complies with the American position. 
Japan also offered Iraq $4,000 million, 
the same figure it gave to those con-
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KABIRU YUSUF

T©]j Solemn's conversion
1

have made me

dent or Ministers of Nigeria.

iconoclast seems to be getting soft

consistent or a saint, but he isto believe in God, though he has
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A

that I don't know does not mean 
that it was made by God". Those 
who might worry that he might

On God, he sounded less sure 
than before that he did not exist

total capitulation, it is not, for 
Solarin said he believes the state

was the saviour of humanity. But

to take his place of pride as our 
’ r nnp "cnrial rriHr" *

quit or else... I still have a copy of ammunition to lampoon him. Un­

prediction was not only accurate, 
but its language was brisk and 
beautiful. Since then I have had 
the chance to meet Solarin in flesh 
and blood, in addition to reading 
his Sunday Tribune column. He 
comes across to me as a serene 
and sprightly old man. I still find 
his writings readable, the remi­
niscences very delightful. But

Babangida government and was

of 70 and I am half that age, our 
"Nigerian view" is fairly differ­
ent. It is natural, perhaps a matter 
of instinct, for him to be an 
Awoist, a firm believer of free 
education at all cost, a die-hard 
opponent of all "Alhajis", with

rm
■ across him

dren are educated. Since this is 
unlikely to happen by the magic 
year 2,000, there is a good chance 

Europe have made me that Tai might also be buried in 
change my belief..." Ws

Tai Solarins "modified views on 
i 1 = socialism" were published two

caps longer than their chain of critic" who takes great pains to days before Christmas. With the 
degrees, who yet became Presi- protect his press image, Tai Solarin holidays over, the young turks 
riontnr Minictarc makes his u-tums in full public may be expected to take him on.
As age creeps up on him, the old glare. No matter the outcome of the

.. Recently, the ageing atheist told exchange, I will still retain a soft 
in the head. Young hawks, eager Sunday Times, that he continues not spot for Solarin. He may not be 
to take his place of pride as our to believe in God, though he has consistent or a saint, but he is 
number one "social critic", have made his peace with capitalism, honest and human. May your 
already consigned him to the "Before, I thought that socialism road be rough, Sir.

ai Solarin used to be a dustbin of history. Since he became 
tough guy. I first came Chairman of the People's Bank, recent events in Soviet Union and 
across him in "May Solarin, they said, has abandoned Eastern Europe have made me 
Your Road beRough",ax\ spartan Ikenne for the good life of change my belief... I now believe 

essay in which he said the surest Lagos, sometimes appears fully in the callousness of capitalism 
~ath to achievement is strewn dressed instead of in shorts, has that he who does not work has no 
nth pebbles, rocks and thorns. I muted his criticism of the right to eat." If this sounds like 

was fairly young and I took it Babangida government and was ranihitaHnn it ic nnt fnr 
rather too seriously (I have the seen the other day hugging the full 
blisters to show!). Later came "The figure of Alhaji Alhaji in public! Tai should still control the armed 
Beginning of the End..." his one- Solarin does not help matters, he forces and education, 
page call on the Gowon regime to continues to give his critics more ~ •

that 1974 document, because its like another "chairman — social altogether. "I still don't believe
■ .■ — —— jn God. But if you ask me who

made the earth or how it came 
Recently, the ageing athe- about, I don't know. But the fact

ist told Sunday Times that he 
continues not to believe in
God, though he has made also ditch his khaki short for some 
his peace with capitalism, fancy garb got a firm assurance.

 .. i . .i . Solarin said elsewhere, that he 
z a  Before, I thought that so- wuinveanddieinhisWwfashorts 

perhaps because he is an old man cialism was the saviour of and shirts until all Nigerian chil- 
„ ™ .ir.i... humanity. But recent events c——

in Soviet Union and Eastern

path to achievement is strewn 
wir
was fairly young and I took it
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PRIVATE EYE

Lcfeoyf bSues

sec, I must admit that I enjoyed read- 
Cltizen, January 14,1991

sometimes behave as if they have 
never heard about its existence. As 
for the madman he must be one of 
those who subscribed to the saying 
that it is far better "to suffer an injus­
tice than commit one".
Musa Isa, 
Gobarau, 
Katsina.

would not have paid for a taxi ride 
from London's Heathrow airport 
to central London which cost 20 
pounds. Yet the labourers toiled 
on without complaint.

When the burden became too 
much to bear they pressurised 
headboy Bafyau and his prefects 
to negotiate with the comman­

dant of productive forces (COPF) 
for an increase in their pocket 
money. A tripartite committee 
was set up with Sharif presiding. 
They played around with jargon 
at meetings that seemed to last for­
ever as "dogon turanci" was aptly 
used to disguise reality. In the end 
the headboy Bafyau and his team 
met COPF, an astute leader with a 
flair in the art of dribbling. COPF 
was at his best and promised the 
labourers that their pocket money 
will be increased at their prize­
giving and budget day on Janu­
ary!.

The ecstatic workers went home

nee upon a time and a very 
U 1) sappy time it was, there 

was a school established
for all the toiling and labouring 
people of Nigeria, the Nigeria 
Labourers College (NLC). The 
headmaster of the school was 
Sharif Bunny and the headboy 
was Paschal Bafyau. The school 
was the largest in Nigeria with 
about 40 million labourers.

And so it was, that the college's 
curriculum included lessons in 
sweating and toiling to create 
wealth for the owners of the 
means of production with mini­
mum demands for wage increase. 
Other subjects were dignity of 
labour, suffering in silence, toler­
ating inflation, SAP absorption 
techniques and politics of trade 
unionism. At the end of the life 
long course, graduates are 
awarded the Bachelor of Arts de­
gree in Labour (B.A. Labour) 
while the best student received 
the Imoudu prize for labour mili­
tancy. Every year the labourers of 
the college whose sweat created 
the wealth on which the commu­
nity relied used to wait patiently 
for the Commander-In-Chief of all 
community's productive forces to 
announce an increase in their 
pocket money. For several years 
they were living from hand to 
mouth on a stipend of 15 United 
States dollars (about 7 pounds 
sterling). If such a labourer had 
travelled to Britain in those sappy 
times his two months salary

Re-governors Madding Crowd
Dear Private Eye
TT"nr y hile I do not believe that 
\t/ v/ y°ur ®yc “at a v^nta8e 
V V position to see what we

who possess only public eyes do not virtues of human rights 
enn inctillrd in nnifnrmnd n

contented while the owners of the 
means of production prayed for a 
moderate increase that will enable 
them to continue to milk maxi­
mum profit from consumers.

Then came the D-day and COPF 
in his budget and prize giving 
speech announced a pittance of 
pocket money for the desperate 
labourers which he even denied 
their seniors. He told headboy 
Bafyau that his prefects should 
continue the"dogon turanci" with 
representatives of COPF at the 
three levels for any further in­
crease in pay. A depressed Bafyau 
I am told was on admission at the 
intensive care unit of the shock 
treatment hospital for two weeks. 
His prefects were grumbling 
about the dassical act of treachery 
to which COPF subjected them. 
Apart from the divide and rule 
tactics COPF employed in grant­
ing the stipend increase to junior 
labourers while denying it to their 
more vocal seniors, COPF also 
withdrew subsidised housing for 
all labourers. Confused and disor­
ganised by this stab in the back, a 
bleeding and anaemic Bafyau 
consulted the private eye oracle 
on the theory and practice of drib­
bling. The oracle revealed to head­
boy Bafyau the secret code behind 
COPFs success in dribbling and 
tight rope walking. The code titled 
Boren's Guideline for Bureauc­
racy teaches as follows:-

When in charge, ponder
When in trouble, delegate 
When in doubt, mumble. 
Bafyau rose from that consulta­

tion a wiser man who lived hap­
pily ever after.

ing your comment titled governor's 
madding crowd. (Citizen Vol.l No 
19). I think some appreciation of the 
’■-------* .-------------- ,_v.B must bg

instilled in uniformed men who
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JOLLOF RICE

Sierra Leone
Metric

Metric

™g
BREES AND HILLIB

135 k

4

6

200 ml
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2 tsp 
225g

Metric 
™g 
2 tbsp 
2 tbsp

Metric 
450 g
1
1 tbsp 

Itsp 
1

2
3 tsp

Metric 
450g 

™g 
450g 
1
H2 tsp

6 tbsp
1/4 tsp 
1/2 tsp

500 ml 
100g 
50ml

ANAN GEIL
Somalia

STEW
Somalia
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FREJON
Sierra Leone

1 tsp
1 tsp 
1/2 tsp

African delight
POISSON SALE
Seychelles

Ingredients
Camel milk 
(artan geil) 
Millet gruel 
Honey

Pour the milk into a mixing bowl 
and mash into it the millet gruel. Stir 
in the honey. Cover the bowl and 
chill slightly. Serve in cereal bowls.

Ingredients
Rice, washed and 

parboiled
Ripe tomatoes 

sliced
Cans tomato 
puree 
125 g size) 
Large onions, 
sliced
Cayenne pepper 
Mixed spice and 
herbs
Butter
Chicken portions, 
beef or mutton 
Black pepper 
White pepper
Thyme
Salt to taste 
Cooking oil

Ingredients
Black -eyed beans 
Coconut
Sugar
Mixed spice
Small bar plain 
(dark) chocolate or 
cocoa powder to colour

onions in the same oil and add the 
reserved meat with the tomato pu­
ree. Collect the seasoning and con­
tinue to cook slowly for 25 minutes, 
stirring constantly.

Take a large saucepan and put the 
other half of the ingredients into it, 
with a pint of water and salt to taste. 
Gently bring to the boil and stir in the 
half cooked rice. Reduce heat and 
cover pot. Simmer on very low heat 
until rice is cooked and all water and 
sauce absorbed. Cover pot and con- 
tiunue to heat slowly for about 30 
minutes or longer. Serve hot, gar­
nished with steamed cabbage and 
the stewed meat.

Jollof was originally a national 
dish of the wolof speaking tribes of 
Djolof, Cayor and Baol in Senegal. It 
is a special party dish enjoyed across 
West Africa, with variations of it in 
other parts of Africa.

Ingredients
Brees (rice)
Hillib (meat)
Ripe tomatoes, Sliced

Large Onion, Sliced 
Chilli powder 
Butler or cooking oil 
Thyme 
Peppercorn
Salt to taste

Ingredients 
Dry fish 
Tomato pure 
Cooking oH 
Salt and pepper to 
taste

To skin beans: soak for 30 minutes 
and then drain off the water. Using 
both hands with a squeezing, wash­
ing action, peel the skins off the 
beans. Cover with water and the 
skins will float and can be collected 
in a sieve or strainer as the water is 
drained off into a second bowl.

Divide all ingredients into half, 
except rice, meat and oil. In a heavy 
pan, place all the meat and enough 
water to just cover it. Add half of the 
seasonings, and cook until tender. 
Heat all the oil in a skillet or heavy 
saucepan. Drain the meat and fry 
until brown before putting on one 
side. Lightly fry the tomatoes and

Wash and boil rice separately with 
salt. Cut the hillib into small pieces, 
wash and cook with salt, thyme, 
peppercorn and a few slices of onion 
until soft and cooked. Lightly fry the 
meat in butter, add the onion and 
tomatoes and the meat stock and a 
little more water if need be. Simmer 
on a low fire for 40 minutes or until 
stew is done. Serve on the rice gar­
nished with steamed cabbage.

Soak the dry fish for an hour, strij 
off the skin and crack it, breaking i 
into pieces. Flake into a dish, remov 
ing the bones. In a saucepan heat the 
oil and lightly fry the onion, stir in 
the pepper and tomato, add the salt 
and simmer on a low fire for 20 min­
utes stirring constantly.

Add the fish and stir to work the 
fish into the sauce* Simmer for a 
further 15 minutes. Serve with rie 
or yam.

Repeat the sequence to skin the re­
maining beans.

After skinning, soak the beans. 
Extract coconut milk and simmer 
beans in coconut milk. Add the 
sugar and cook beans until very soft. 
Allow to cool. Grind or liquidize the 
mixture and pour back into the 
saucepan. Melt the chocolate or 
cocoa powder in a cup of hot water. 
Stir into the bean puree with the 
spiccand heat gently. Serve hot with 
fresh fish and garri.

Frcjon is traditionally a Good 
Friday dish and eaten right across 
West Africa. There is no reason why 
this excellent dish should not be 
eaten at other times of the year.
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HOPE

WITHOUT GOD

Allah!!!

Ibrahim Sheme

is hay
J screaming harmat-

t moistened 
ing the lips

Husband and wives/wife and lov­
ers too
Are sharing dovetailing plans 
"The lovely darls of the year, 
Fruition is not further than the

For the meritorious year cum decade 
in full swing

Yet the body chemistry ' Sweeping through harmoniously 
Adjusts you to yet another climatic Everyone caught in euphoria 
condition First of the lots in an
Oh! How powerful is the Almighty Advanced expectation

ing stomach of needs 
inditionally for endur-

Somctimes it is a drop 
of gutter rain 
Which besmudges the white 
wall
Sometimes it is a single 
Just a single brown 
Pimple on the cheek 
Which besmirches some 
Beauty.
Yet
Oftentimes it is a single ray 
That lightens the way 
To freedom

^poets'
I nestf

IV
Deep into the hearts of many, 
Thoughts are read 
Into a mask of the face
Teleguided by two natural globes: 
Sensitive eyes dilated 
For the future's progress.
Children and the needy too yelling 
excitedly
Their twitchi!
Squeezed cor 
ance
While thc-mouth will get 
Drips of liquid brightenir 
Like Pet's Saliva
Always remembering a palatable 
Meal to munch.

the year done with.
Many search on admiringly
With curious gaze for thebencvolent 
obligation.
Pets fuss in and out in brouhaha. 
Many undisputed buildings shap­
ing up to expectation

Citizen, January 14,1991

II
Children are warming up to merry 
year Fruition is not fu
The old blanket rolled off covering Tip of the nose" 
■v------- J------- Sensible imaginations shall become

realistic
Like the so ws to be reaped justifiably 
For endurance, dedication, faith and 
luck
This new decade is for
The admiring, responsible and de-

III
With the speed of Evaporation 
Into the hard surface of the Earth 
We began to dig, 
Into the drying river 
We began to make a reservoir, 
Into the drying leaves of the trees 
We began to water, 
Into the crevices of the wall 
We began to plaster and adjust, 
Into the dryness of the land 
We are careful of fire. 
Yet the wind blows 
With sand as new couple.

Without God, we would be 
scooners floundering on irate seas 
Our masts shredded 
In the acidic glow of the red 
sun moon 
If not for Him, we would 
Be birdlings motherless in the wood 
Starving 
Our beaks dry as 
Ravished by the 
tan Bonfire 
Without Him, we would 
Be like this cold 
Naked earth 
Bereft of some joy 
Without him,oh boy! 
We smile. 
Now with Him, oh boy! 
We smile

POET’S NEST ■== 
Year ©f H©p@

A new year io a time for mak- 
A\ resolutions, renewing 
JLcommitment and polish­
ing hope for a better tomorrow. If 
it's the beginning of a decade 
weighty resolutions edge out inde­
cision. Ao a new year begins and a 
decadeunf olds, what do we expect? 
Hope and determination not to be 
a failure and with God the omnipo­
tent ao a guide, people have cause to 
succeed.

And engulfed in a radiant outlook 
Respendently, for 1991 and beyond 
An accident of curious sights 
Caught many fresh chin 
"cupped in thoughts and thoughts" 
Unlike a forgone bushy chin 
Now resting wearily 
With its periodical year.

i
voted one
Gathering their spurs again 
Rekindling in a new dimension 
As they did start off 
The forgone decades 
Yet in their world today 
It's like a blink of an eye 
So shall it be with the year 2000 
In-sha-Allah.

Amin Sheid Anakobe

A NEW DECADE
It's a new year again 
O! it heralds a new decade 
Tick, tick, tick,.........
Goes the dock
Ticking away the y esters years 
Into a freshly bom decade 
With a lasting brightly shining moon 
Competing with the day's sun rays 
favour
Both enough to tell that
Even a faulty clock will be correct 
Twice everyday
The tail of the moon

Disappears faintly with Memory
'90
That ends the year
Soon and soon afterwards
The sun rays warming up its beam 
Shying to expose its itching rays 
A deprivation it suffered
By the ubiquitous harmattan breeze 
Some say "Fog is always the sailors 
worst enemy7
But now others say, "the harmattan 
is
Insufficient to shiver the Unhidden V
Creatines and discoloured their skin It's another galaxy atmosphere
Into a wrinkled dried surface a~
To compete with the whitish sky. 
',-“v - ody chemistry

/ou to yet another climatic
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affect your life.

and important ones.
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HOW TO o•o

News people have a responsibil­
ity. And so do you. Ours is to report 
the news fairly, accurately, com­
pletely. Yours is to keep yourself 
informed every day.

I will never forget the quotation 
hanging in Edward R. Morrow's 
CBS office. It was from Thoreau: "It 
takes two to speak die truth—one to 
speak and one to hear."

Which is the main story?
You will find the main or lead 

story in the farthest upper right­
hand column. Why? Tradition. 
Newspapers used to appear on 
newsstands folded and displayed 
with their top right-hand quarter 
showing. They made up the front 
page with the lead story there to en­
tice readers.

You will find the second most im­
portant story at the top far left, un­
less if s related to the lead story. Do 
you have to read all the stories in the 
paper? Gosh, no. But you should 
check them all. May be the one that 
appears at first to be the least ap­
pealing will be the one that will most

interpretation.
Rule 1 of American journalism is: 

"News columns arc reserved only 
for news." What is news? It is infor­
mation only. You can tell a good 
newspaper story. It just reports the 
news. It doesn't try to slant it. And it 
gives you both sides of the story.

Look out for a lot of adjectives and 
adverbs. They dont belong in an ob­
jective news story. They tend to 
colour and slant it so you may come 
to a wrong conclusion.

Do look for by-lines, datelines and 
the news service sources of articles. 
These will also help you judge a 
story's importance and its facts.

As you read a story you can weigh 
its truthfulness by asking yourself, 
"Who said so?" Look out for "facts" 
that come from unnamed sources, 
such as "a highly placed govern­
ment official." This could tip you off 
that the story is not qu i te true, or that 
someone—usually in Washing­
ton—is sending up a "trial balloon" 
to see if something that may happen 
or be proposed gets a good recep­
tion.

News ia information, period.
A good newspaper provides four 

basic ingredients to help you wrap 
your mind around the news: infor­
mation background, analysis and

Take a 3-minute overview
Here's how I tackle a paper. For 

starters, I take a three-minute over­
view of the news. No need to go to 
the sports section first, or the TV 
listing. With my overview you will 
get there quickly enough. First I scan 
the front-page headlines, look at the 
pictures and read the captions. I do 
the same thing page by page front to 
back. Only then do I go back for the 
whole feast

The way the front page is "made 
up" tells you plenty. For one thing, 
headline type size will tell you how 
the paper's editor ranks the stories 
on relative importance. A major 
crop failure in Russia should get 
larger type than an overturned 
truckload of wheat on the Interstate, 
for example.

l - :

•YT ntemational paper asked Wal-
i ter Cronkite, for years televi- 

-H- sions foremost news auchor- 
man and an ardent advocate of the 
need for a free people to remain free 
by keeping fully informed, to tell 
you how your newspaper can help 
you cope better with your world 
each day:

If you are like most Americans, 
you try to keep up with the news by 
watching it on television.

That's how 65% of us get 100% of 
our news-from the 24-odd-minute 
TV news broadcast each evening.

The problem—and I know the 
frustration of it firsthand—is that 
unless something really special 
happens, we in TV news have to put 
severe time limitations on every 
story, even the mpst complicated

Get more than headlines
So what we bring you is primarily 

a front-page headline service. To get 
all you need to know, you have to 
flesh out those headlines with a 
complete account of the news from a 
well-edited and thorough newspa­
per.

Is it really necessary to get the 
whole story? Dorothy Greene 
Friendly put it this way: "What the 
American people don't know can 
lull them." Amen .
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Form your own opinion first
I form my own opinion before I 

turn to the editorial page for the 
pundits' views. I don't want them to 
tell me how to think until I've the 
issue through to my own conclusion.

and act on. When you read some­
thing that motivates you, do some­
thing about it. Learn more about it. 
Join a cause. Write a letter. You can 
constantly vote on issues by writ­
ing letters, particularly to your

it all. You will be in better control of 
your life and your fortunes.

And that's the way it is.

INTERNATIONAL PAPER COMPANY
We believe in the power of the printed word.

HOW TO > . <»____________
Another tip: Check for "Correc­

tions" items. A good newspaper will 
straighten out false or wrong infor­
mation as soon as it discovers its 
error. A less conscientious one will 
let it slide or bury it.

satisfactory. The truth is, you coul- 
have gotten many important neu. 
facts on the war from the boolc= 
coming out at the time.

there is more need than ever for all of us to read better, 
write better and communicate better.

International Paper offers this series in the hope that, 
even in a small way, we can help.

If you’d like to share this article with others — stu­
dents, employees, friends — we’ll gladly send you re­
prints. So far we’ve sent out over 23,000,000 reprints in 
response to requests from people everywhere. Write: 
How to read a newspaper, "Power of the Printed 
Word," International Paper Company, Dept. 15T, P.O. 
Box 954, Madison Square Station; Nev/ York, NY 
10010.

An upside-down pyramid
Reporters write news stories in a 

special way called the "inverted 
pyramid" style. That means they 
start with the end, the dimax of the 
story, with the most important facts 
first, then build in more details in 
order of importance. This is unlike 
the telling or writing of most stories, 
where you usually start at the begin­
ning and save the climax for last. 
Knowing about the newspaper's 
"inverted pyramid" style will help 
you sift facts

A well-reported story will tell you 
"who," "what," "when," "where" 
and "how." The best newspapers 
will go on to tell you "why." "Why" 
is often missing. And that may be the 
key ingredient.

Many important stories are 
flanked by "sidebars." These are 
supporting stories that offer, not 
news, but the "why"—background 
and analysis—to help you under­
stand and evaluate it.

Background offers helpful facts. 
Analysis frequently includes opin­
ion. So it should be—and usually is— 
carefully labeled as such. It's gener­
ally by-lined by an expert on the 
subject who explains the causes of 
the news and its possible conse­
quences to you.

No good newspaper will mix inter­
pretation with "hard" news, cither. 
Interpretation goes beyond analysis 
and tells you not just what will 
probably happen, but what ought to 
happen. This should be clearly la­
belled, or at best, reserved for the 
editorial page or "op-ed" (opposite 
the editorial) page.

Pick a TV story and follow it
Now that I have told you abotE 

the basics of getting under the skin 
of a newspaper, let newspaper ge- 
under your skin.

Tonight, pick an important stor> 
that interests you on the TV news- 
Dig into the story—in your newspa­
per. Follow it, and continue to fol­
low it closely in print. See if you 
don't find yourself with far more 
understanding of the event.

And see if you don't have a far 
more sensible opinion as to the 
"whys" and "wherefores" of that 
event, even down to how it will af­
fect—and maybe even what should 
be done about it.

Keep up with the news the way 
my colleagues and I do—on TV and 
in the newspapers.

Learn to sift it for yourself, to heft 
Congressman or state or local rep- it, to value it, to question it, to ask for 
resentative.

To understand the news better 
you can also read news magazines. 

-.... - -
Today, the printed word is more vital than ever. Now

Once I have, I'm open to other rea- Books help fill in the holes, tos 
soning. Resist the temptation to let During the Vietnam war, for ew 
them do your thinking for you. ample, many people felt that tlw 

Here's an idea I firmly believe in daily news coverage wasn't entirel=



34

ZARNIVAL

Afen Avenue's magie carnival

of Allen Ave-

CFor one week, it was fun and fair bargain for participants at the Trade Fair 
-Carnival on Allen Avenue. _________

Ve«- 
to D 
Cas*
Fr*«

super­
outfits.
rgrow- 
i Naira

A lien Avenue, 
A \ suburb of Ikei-
A pe 

typical ever 
neon signs bl 
leidoscop ~' 
on the s

Adibe and Obasi — brought fun and fair to Allen Avenue 
hence the name Cocaine Avenue. 
Exactly how and when the name came 
about is however a mystery. Cameo's 
Emeka Obasi told Citizen, "maybe the 
name came about because of the 
number of flashy cars, the beautiful 
buildings you see on the Avenue and 
the large number of businesses owned 
by young men and women".
Happily, all that is over. Allen Ave­

nue nas bade goodbye to its glitzy past 
and is now fast assuming the mien of 
solid business district. One dear indi­
cation of this healthy trend is the esca­
lation of property rent on Allen Ave­
nue and such adjoining streets as 
Toyin and Opebi. A two bedroom 
office accommodation costs between 
N10,000 and N12,000 per annum, 
while open space specifically for office 
use goes for about N70 per square feet. 
An offidal of the estate management

central business district of Lagos State 
sporting banks, deluxe hotels, super­
markets and even publishing oi' 
Two latest additions to this overc 
ing district is the multi-million I 
Oshopey Plaza and the Penthouse 
from where the society magazine, 
Classique operates.

A few years ago, Allen Avenue and 
environs were referred to rather deri­
sively as "Cocaine Avenue" after 
scores of young men who parade the 
length and breadth of the Avenue with 
expensive Mercedes Benz cars. The 
story then was that these young men 
who have no visible means of income 
were drug pushers and addicts —

and ever bubbling twenty-four hours 
a day. When the banks, schools and 
hospitals shut their doors early in the 
evening, the night clubs ana hotels 
take over, and it is dancing winning 
and laughing till day-break.
The organisers of the Trade Fair Car­

nival did not forget this delightful 
aspect of Allen Avenue and this is 
perhaps why they invited Sir Shina 
Peters, the youthful Afro-Juju musi­
cian who is presently ruling the Lagos 
air-waves to thrill the audience with 
tidbits from his ever-increasing reper­
toire of songs. Peters did turn up, and 
he gave a good account of himself. 
Enthused a resident of Allen Avenue 
who participated in the week-long 
carnival, "It was really wonderful. 
Allen Ayenue has come of age and lam 
happy about it all."

By Nkechi Attoh

Citizen, January 14,1991

firm of Femi Asiwaju and Co. in­
formed Citizen that rents are likely to 
increase even further in the coming 
years. "It is only to be expected," ex­
plained the official. "Office and resi­
dential accommodation in thriving 
business districts all over the world are 
pretty expensive and Allen Avenue is 
no exception".
But it is not only business and trading 

all the way on this ever-busy avenue. 
Such nite-clubs and cat-ins as Ozone 
and Bread & Butter provide a congen­
ial atmosphere for fun-seekers to 
unwind and enjoy themselves after a 
hard day's work. And this perhaps 
explains why Allen Avenue is awake

, a throbbing 
3ja, is any young 

>erson's dream street. On a 
ening, bright and irridiscent 

w >link a way, splashing a ka- 
—rope of bright and merry colours 

on the street. And the names which 
these neons bear are truly exotic, spir­
ited straight out of New York and Las 
Vegas, America's true-to-life answer 
o Disneyland. Take a sampler: Mama 
Lass, The Kitchen, Ozone, George's 
:ried Chicken....
True, Allen Avenue is synonymous 

with glittering cars and even more 
glittering ladies and gentlemen. But 
last week, it sought to wear a new look. 
It adorned the apparel of a happy-go- 
lucky but conscientious business man, 
courtesy of Prince Emeka Obasi, Chief 
Executive of Cameo Ad-Ventures 
Limited, an advertising and corporate 
promotion company. Obasi's scheme 
was simple. Organise a trade fair car­
nival showcasing the various business 
outfits and corporate bodies along 
Allen Avenue and invite the public to 
savour the delights of this exciting 
street for themselves — a magic carni­
val in a magical street. Explained Mrs. 
Nkechi Adibe, Obasi's business part­
ner and co-organiser of the carnival, 
"the concept of the fair is to create a 
festive atmosphere for both shoppers 
and business owners. It is unique in 
that it is the first of its kind in Lagos."

Mr. Emeka Obasi informed Citizen 
that over twenty-one corporate bodies 
registered for the one-week carnival 
which was co-sponsored by Nigeria 
Bottling Company PLC, makers of 
Coca-Cola. Prominent among them 
were Chartered Bank, Commerce 
Bank and Headmasters, a high class 
barbing saloon. Chartered Ban!-, is the 
only one along Allen Avenue that 
opens to customers on weekends. The 
Bank, according to Mr. Abdulrazaq 
Isa, one of its managers, participated in 
the fair so as to reach a greater number 
of people and to inform potential 
clients of the bank's new products and 
incentives.
One interesting aspect 

nue which the carnival sought to high- 
fight is its growing corporate outlook 
Indeed, one would not be exaggerat­
ing to say that Allen Avenue is now the
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of all living things are discouraged but 
plants, abstract shapes and sculpture 
depicting inanimate things feature 
prominently. Critics of Islamic arts 
argue that morality should not en­
croach on an artist's mind. However 
Muslims insist that artists reflect their 
imaginative appreciation of their sur­
rounding and the conviction of their 
faith. The beauty of Islamic arts there­
fore lies in the intricacies of their pat­
terns and not in obscenity that western 
arts define as beautiful.

Yusha'u has vowed to contribute to 
the development of Islamic arts by 
setting up as a full fledged business. 
At present, he is in the process of reg­
istering a company here in Kaduna 
which will be a branch of a Lagos 
based one. Islamic arts according to 
him "will be the long awaited sweet- 
ncr to the refined arts so many people 
crave for". Indeed, the time has come 
for Islamic arts to develop a new asser­
tiveness. It has found a competent 
champion in this innovative youth.

By Bilkiou Yufluf

Some of Yushau's designs 

of such a calligraphy are painted on the 
walls of a mosque in Bauchi and an­
other in Kaduna, the A. D. Mohammed 
mosque at Tudun Wada.

Islamic paintings have a varied form 
of expression but they differ from 
others because of the moral tones that 
are woven into them. Geometrical 
patterns, intricate chain, floral and

" _ _•— eming Islamic arts strictly prohibit in-
plines, talent knows no barrier. It scribing the name of God on unpure 
m.in;uu:.n------- .v jsurfaces, all the Islamic paintings

Yusha'u has done are for the exterior 
and interior decorations of walls. Two

ARTS’- ■ —i

Coiffigraphy at its best
From drawings on paper to designing logos and painting on buildings, a

TT n arts as in so many other disci- 

J_L manifests in the youth, the middle 
aged and the aged in several ways. 
When Yusha'u Abdullahi 21, a bud­
dingartist was in­
troduced to me, I 
thought his artis­
tic talents must 
have been per­
fected at an early 
age, as I looked 
with incredulity 
at calligraphy 
presented as a 
sample of his 
work. It could 
compete favoura­
bly with the work. 
of famous Callig­
raphers of the 
muslim world. 
Even more diffi­
cult to believe was 
the fact that in his secondary school 
days, Yusha'u studied physics, chem­
istry and biology. He was not at any­
time trained as an artist. Shortly after 
his secondary education, intuition 
pushed him to try his hand at Islamic 
arts. "I was inspired by looking at Is­
lamic calligraphy in Islamic maga­
zines so I started drawing patterns on 
plain sheets of papcri'. From 
drawing on paper Yusha'u 
moved to making plaques 
with Islamic inscriptions 
which sold well. I was encour­
aged by the sales I made so I 
diversified into producing 
Corporate Logos for compa­
nies with selected logos or de­
signing it to the specifications 
of those who commission me 
for the job", said Yusha'u con­
fidently presenting some of 
the designs. As his warm and 
inventive mind developed, he 
moved into the complicated 
branch of painting on build­
ings. Because the rules gov-

Citizen, January 14,1991

„ on paper to o o __o r o .
budding artist is giving credit to the saying "talent knows no barrier".

circular waves are a common feature 
of the arts that decorate the pages of 
Qur'an and the interior of mosques.

Islam's aversion to idolatry is re­
flected in its sculpture designs. Statues
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1 | BY OU! OGUIBE

The book — A Song From Exile
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toment of a TFQulbac!i<a>w
A poets vision of his native home where crisis and uncertainty loom

with 
few 

rnnds, 
J rope

brutal, imj 
bankrupt t. 
Oguibe rca 
the j----- ’
dest

from whence he sprang: "I love the 
land with its warts and scabs and 
groseflcsh/I love the earth that covers 
my umbilical cord/I love the green in 
the wet season."

The beauty of a true love song is its 
unaffected simplicity. And this indeed 
is Olu Oguibe's greatest strength as a 
poet. His simple and direct declama­
tory style lashes the song to our mem­
ory with effortless ease. Oguibe does 
not strive for music or lyricism in his 

ire there in the lines them- 
»simple but graphic meta- 
:arthy, direct similes and 

tone with which he 
>rds.
am Exile" is therefore of

..nprovident and spiritually 
~t though the rulers may be, 
reasserts his abiding faith in 

■ people, in their ability to take their 
stiny into their hands one fine day 

and show the thief who really is the 
owner of the house. Says Oguibe, "the 
most significant thing in our struggle, 
however, is that it is not merely be­
tween the Emperor and the poet but 
between the Emperor and the people. 
Everyday, everywhere, in market 
places, factories, churches, on the 
streets, the people are speaking up 
against the agents of their misfortune. 
Tne poet is only one of the people, a 
single voice, if more shrill, in the din." 

The poem proper is a long song in 
eight movements. Thematically how­
ever, the poem is divided into three 
parts-the first four movements chroni­
cling the poet's sojourn in Europe, 
movements 5 and 6 a surrealistic ac­
count of an impending armageddon 
with the poet's mother as the intimate 
sacrificial lamb and the last two move­
ments a brief spiritual return to the fa­
miliar land and forests "thick and 
fresh like the breadth of Cod" which 
the poet-exile has left behind.

"A Song From Exile" bristles 1 
freshly-minted metaphors. In 
words, Oguibe captures the sou 
smells and sights of a sick Eui 
which has sold its soul to 
fleshly pleasures. Nothing 

>ing escapes the poet's searching 
>nly eye: the blasphemies of
be- whores, decrepit old men

shuffling with the pain of age, 
people hurrying past each 
other, without as much as 
exchanging a polite smile. All 
these ne finds shocking, 
moreso when the lifeless and

e encounters 
ihiscountry- 

e laughter 
>nc? The

larger than hope for the future
xile does one of two things to

■J the artists: It lolls the poet m 
him so that he becomes hollow 

and conformist like other mortals or it 
reinvigorates the razing fire inside 
him-the raging fire which enables the 
poet to weave out of society7s tears, an 
immortal cry. On one side of the di­
vide, Ngugi Wa Thiog'O and on the 
other, VS.Naipul.

Olu Oguibe's first collection of 
poems, "A Song From Exile" just pub­
lished in Bayreuth, Germany by Boo­
merang Press is in truth a poet's soul­
ful cry from exile. In a stunning combi­
nation of visual and verbal metaphors, 
Oguibe forcefully and eloquently de­
clares that though he may be far away 
from home, he is still very much a 
native son "with the soil of my land in 
a leather amulet." His is the shrill cry of 
a new-born baby at first encounter 
with this monstrous world, the soulful 
lamentation of a fanner estranged 
from the land he loves so much.

But "A Song From Exile" is all of 
this and more. It is also a sensitive 
artist's attempt to come to terms with 
his new habitat, and seeing nothing 
but a landscape littered with stones 
and broken bottles, takes refuge in the 
fresh green foliage deep within him. 
The poet-protagonist is very much like 
the Negntudinists of yore who, con­
fronted with a wooden and mechani­
cal Paris, rejected it al! and winged 
back to a mythical Africa of throbbir" 
drums and dancing maidens. Onl 
that for Oguibe there is no escape be­
cause Africa too is inflicted by another 
kind of disease: rampaging tyrants 
who have reduced the once verdant 
farmlands to rubble. The poet is there­
fore an exile caught between two des­
erts and knowing not what else to do, ______
bursts into a soothing song. wooden faces he

Oguibe prepares the ground for his on the streets are 1
exploratory journey into Europe's men. Where has the lai 
unfeeling bowel with a brief essay and sunshine gor.vi 
entitled 'The Emperor And The Poet." poet-exile is however differ- 
He takes a hard unsympathetic look at ent from these lost men. He 
events in his native country, Nigeria, has the gift of memory-"con- 
faithfully chronicling the mountain of science that leashes a man to 
human rights abuses, the rampaging his past "and so can not be" a 
misery and poverty that has reduced a blind, stomping masquerade 
once cheerful and exuberant people to lost in a strange land without 
walking corpses and the heroic if anattendant'^kehiscompa- 
Puny/ efforts of a handful of artists and triots in exile. Oguibe remem­
patriots to call the military thugs in bers, and remembering, pays 
power to account. But all is not lost, eloquent tribute to the land

strive for music or 
verse: they ar 
selves, in the i , 
phors, the earth) 
the celebrative t 
adorns his wor ’

"A Song Froi 
historic importance in that it docu­
ments the advent of a new voice and a 
new sensibility in the African poetiy 
landscape. Taking Chinweizu's ad­
monition seriously, Olu Oguibe, far 
away in Britain, has finally picked up 
the thread from where Okigoo left off 
before he was felled in 1967 and 
weaved an authentic African fabric It 
may be imperfect in places, but it con­
tains within its many rich and resplen­
dent folds, the germs of a future mas­
ter-weaver. The songster may have 
crossed rivers but his tongue is as elo­
quent as ever.
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SPORTS
Nation’s Cup qualifier
E<agtes con tarn® B® Staffions

in the qualification race 
with four points each. 
Nigeria however has an 
edge with a better goal 
difference of plus three 
as against Burkina 
Faso's plus two. Ghana 
is standing tall on the 
driving scat with maxi­
mum six points from 
three matches while 
Togo and Benin with 
one point each are cer­
tainly out of contention.

While the legendary 
Black Stars of Ghana 
who have won the Na­
tions cup for a record 
four times seem to have 
booked a place in next 
year ’finals, the same 

cannot be said of the Super Eagles with 
the Burkinabes breathing down their 
necks for the second qualifier of the 
group. For the Super Eagles to clear 
their path of any threat and leave no

Inspite of its gallant outings, the Burkinabe team will need more than a master plan 
to contend the fact that Nigeria is still one of the the giants of African football.

Wcsterhof: Where are his much 
cherished professionals?

TT TV 7^at ’s thetTUC strcngth of our 
\y\y national football team, the 
V V Super Eagles? If you are one 

of the irrepressible soccer lovers itch­
ing to know what brand of Eagles will 
finally emerge from the national camp one in doubt of their readiness to book
in Otta after nearly four weeks of thor- a place in the 12-nation final in Sene- 
ough drilling and football tutorial by gal, they need an outright victory this 
the Dutch technical adviser, Cement 
Westerhof and his coaching crew, then 
you won't have to wait long.

On Saturday, the senior national 
team will be laid bare in Oaugadogou, 
Burkina Faso capital, in a crucial Na­
tions' Cup qualifying match against 
that country's national team, the Stal­
lions. This weekend's matches mark 
the second stage of the battle of sur­
vival for African countries struggling 
to qualify for the 1992 African Nations' 
Cup final in Senegal. Nigeria and 
Burkina Faso are in group four along­
side Ghana, Togo and Benin.

This match means much to Super 
Eagles and the Stallions. For now both 
teams are almost standing neck to neck

Citizen, January 14,1991

Saturday against the Stallions who 
have not made secret their desire to be 
in Senegal after their resounding home 
victories against Togo and Benin be­
fore bowing to Black Stars in Kumasi 
after a gallant performance that won 
them a lot of respect even in defeat.

The big question therefore is: how 
prepared are the Super Eagles for this 
weekend crucial show down in Ouga- 
dougou? It was quite glaring after the 
scrappy victory against Republic of 
Benin in Cotonou that the senior na­
tional team was not in good shape. 
Against a stronger, technically sound 
team, the Eagles would have crumbled 
like nine pins. The preparation for this 
weekend match has not been smooth

for the Super Eagles. It took a ban 
threat by the Nigerian Football Asso­
ciation to get the invited players to 
report to the Otta camp. Since the coer­
cive order brought the players to camp 
after precious time had been wasted, 
the technical adviser Clement Wester­
hof and his crew havebecn trying their 
best to groom a winning team from the 
cream of home based players now in 
camp.

Our preparation is however like a 
pin drop in the ocean compared to that 
of our small but more serious minded 
opponent. Burkina Faso quite rightly 
regarded Nigeria as one of the giants 
of African Football and has come to 
realise that knocking us out of the 
nations' cup race requires more than 
just wishful thinking. That explains 
why at a time Eagles' technical adviser 
was holidaying in Holland, the Burk­
inabe football federation was busy in 
the drawing board putting together a 
master-plan on how to shoot down 
giant Super Eagles from their exalted 
position this weekend. Burkina Faso 
hired the services of a Brazilian coach 
Juan Carlos and put together a three- 
week training tour of Brazil for the 
team in a bid to beat the Super Eagles 
and make true their dream of making 
it to Senegal '92.

Inspite of Super Eagle's late prepa­
ration, there is a very high optimism 
that the national team has got all the 
material it requires to render the Stal­
lions impotent in Oaugadougou on 
Saturday. A veteran football coach, Idi 
Marshal who witnessed Eagles' train­
ing session in Otta told Citizen that 
beating Burkina Faso on Saturday 
should not be an uphill task. Idi Mar­
shal who is the Kaduna State Sports 
Council football Chief coach based his 
optimism on the fact that the very best 
of Nigerian players are currently in the



the homebased players, hcconcludcd. 
Speaking in the same vein, coach Idi

1

some cases lack of meetings at a! 
These lapses, have necessitated th 
running of most associations b 
only the chairmen, secretaries an 
their coaches.." A badly disaf 
pointed director of sports said th- 
the situation got so bad that at or 
point he had to send his secretar 
after some associations' members- 
a bid to get them to attend meeting

Citizen, January 14,199” 

fl

Aloy Agu, Eagle's skipper
need to get caught in the feverish panic 
of how to fly and ship home our for­
eign based players when we are to 
engage a tiny country like Burkina 
Faso in a football match? Amodu 
Shuaibu, coach of Mandela Cup

Kaduna Sports Council
Director axes associations

______________ _
Isaak: one of Stallions key player

convinced him that they were not 
properly constituted to promote 
their respective sports as contained 
in the edict establishing the Kaduna 
State Sports Council.
Lack of proper consideration in se­

lecting the members of the dis­
solved associations, explained the 
director of sports, "has resulted in 
lack of quorums at meetings and in

48__________________________
Eagles camp. "This is the first time I 
have seen talented boys like that gath­
ered for the best interest of the coun­
try", he said adding that with proper 
handling by the coaches the Super 
Eagles would win in Oaugadougou on 
Saturday.

Coach Idi Marshal who once led a 
youth team to capture world youth 
football tournament for Kaduna State 
in Finland, dismissed Burkina Faso's 
Brazilian connection as nothing to 
cause any sleepless night." Hiring a 
Brazilian coach", he said "does not 
mean they have eleven Brazilians to 
play for them." He maintained his firm 
belief that "if the boys listen to instruc­
tion we will have no problem beating 
Burkina Faso on their ground."

There is still however one sensitive 
matter that must be cleared if the 
Super Eagles' house is to present a 
common front against their opponents 
on Saturday. It is the issue of profes- Champions, BCC Lions of Gboko says 
sional players. Super. Eagles’ trainer no. After a visit to the Eagles camp in 
Clement Westerhof has always been in 
love with Nigerian foreign based play­
ers, especially those who pursue their 
career in his continent in Europe. Part 
of the reasons why some players have 
lost their zeal for the national camp 
may not be unconnected with the way 
they are dumped at the last moment in 
preference for the so-called profes­
sionals even when they join the team 
from their base some minutes to the 
kick off of a crucial match. Westerhof 
may*--*' _...............
around because his Europe based

TT n a tone that expressed bitter 
l disappointment, Kaduna State 

J-L Director of Sports, Alhaji Ah­
mad u Maude last Monday brought 
his big stick do wn on all the sporting 
associations in the state. Alhaji 
Maude who came to office in July 
last year said his observation of the 
working of the associations within 
his six months tenure in office has

'P 
Otta, coach Amodu told a Lagos based 
national daily that we should forget 
about using any of the foreign based 
players in our match against the Burk- 
inabe Stallions. He was quoted aS say­
ing that the boys he saw at the national 
camp were a collection of the best 
material any coach could wish to have. 
What was needed, he explained, was 
for the coaches to mould a winning 
squad out of them. Amadu concluded 
his argument against foreign players 

ly be badly disappointed this time by saying that some of them cost a 
□und because his Europe based fortune to bring home. But that is not 

professionals, especially his Belgium all. When they arrive in the camp, they 
Idol Stephen Keshi, are yet to show don't usually have time to blend with 
their faces.

Critically examined, is there any

_________________ SPQR
Marshal expressed disapproval m 
constant shopping around Europe 
our foreign based players. He 
scribed the move as an advenhm 
exercise embarked upon by ]« 
coaches who wanted ready mt 
material to do their job for them, 
also reasoned that bringing in fore 
players at the last moment to repl 
home based players who have staj 
in camp for weeks undergoing rig 
ous training could be very damag 
to the morale of all the home ba: 
players in camp. With good coach: 
method and fairly long period 
camping, coach Marshal believes t] 
the boys currently in Eagles campc 
take the country to the world cup 
1994. So if Westerhof and his crew 
Bonfere, his Dutch friend, TundeD 
and Isaaka: one of the key players 
Christian Chukwu could come c 
with the best of our home based pL 
ers on Saturday, there should be 
reason why Super Eagles will r 
route the Stallions in Oaugadougo;



Dr. O^S
K@b®l wiShout cots®?

Yumf: gays Oti has no case 
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until his appointment, was an e 
five member of NUGA, Dr. Oti i 
for once briefed NUGA about th« 
come of any executive comm 
meeting of FISU he attended, 
coordinator further explained 
NUGA made several attempts tc 
Oti to order but he turned a deaf
Another source from the defunc 

tional sports commission told Ci 
that Dr. Oti's problems over spoi 
ship to attend FISU's meeting b 
when he started antagonising s 
influential members of NSC. To c 
all Dr. Oti was said to have bee 
dieted by the investigation panel 
probed NUGA's scandalous perft 
ance at the 1989 World Unive 
Games in the then West Germ 
Carefully and critically exami 
therefore Dr. Oti might have beer 
architect of his own downfell, 
painful side of it however is that 
have lost a very important chanc 
one of the world’s most famous sp 
ing association?, and to get it back 
cording to Mallam Tijjani Ahmed, 
have to start from scratch.

ByJoeOlajui

lovers of sports w 
picked as members.

In order to make thi 
for talents at the gras 
more productive, the 
tor announced the bre 
of the state into five: 
Organising secretarie 
coaches who former 
sided in Kaduna, Zari 
Lere have been posted 
zones to attend to 
sporting needs. Z 
Maude however, disir 
as impracticable at the 
level the current pn 
whereby national spe 
associations are gra 
some sort of autonomy 
made to finance part of 

own programmes by sponsors
By Joe Olajt

mous international sporting associa­
tion in 1987 was the first and only 
African to have been so elected.

Going through Dr. Oti's letter of res­
ignation addressed to FISU president, 
Dr. Primo Nebiolo/jnc quickly gets a 
pitiable impression of a man recog­
nised by the world but rejected by his 
own people. Oti captured that pathetic 
image of an unappreciated illustrious 
citizen when he stated in his letter that 
he was quitting FISU "owing to prob­
lems in obtaining the necessary finan­
cial support from my national authori­
ties to attend meetings of the executive 
committee."

Investigations however carried out 
by Citizen showed that Oti might have 
been a rebel without a cause; a man 
who might have wittingly dug his 
own grave. Dr. Oti, according to inves­
tigations, got to FISU through the plat­
form of Nigeria University Games 
Association (NUGA). But as soon as 
he got to FISU he became a few unto 
himself, biting the fingers that fed him. 
According to the Coordinator of the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports Zone Six 
Malam Ahmed Tijjani Yusuf, who

fl pi he widely publicised reports of 
| Dr. Michael Oti's resignation 

-LL from the executive committee
of World University Games (FISU) can 
not but surprise all sports loving citi­
zens of this country at a time when we 
are putting everything in place to 
make our presence felt in major world 
sporting associations. It came as a big 
blow because Dr. Oti who was elected 
to the executive committee of the fa-

SPORTS
This bitter experience 
made the director vow 
during his speech dis­
solving the associations 
that never again or at 
least during his tenure in 
office will the organisa­
tions of sports in the state 
be left in the hands of 
those who have no inter­
est in sporting activities.

Alhaji Maude further 
said that the deteriorat­
ing standard of the state 
in sports is traceable to 
the tradition of hand 
picking people to run 
sporting associations 
when such people were Alhaji Ahmadu Maude: a bold step
known not to be keen
sport smen and women. In reconsti- said will be done soonest, only 
tuting the associations, which he people who are known to be keen
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New Yeah 8
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although of course the [ 
SAP can make it go viok

marry 
become 

the past?
Let's ask the 

months.

govemmentallocations. This hon­
our used to be the preserve of state 
bureaucrats.

PRICE STABILITY—Stability on 
a higher plane.

you want to get out of.
MINIMUM WAGE—Minimum 
wedge.

COUNCILLORS Cz CHAIR­
MEN—Councillors sit in council, 
chairmen sit on chairs— others do 
the work

REVENUE ALLOCATION—At 
the rate we are going, the share for 
local governments will v 
100%. While others opj 
lition of states, this p

PEOPLE'S BANK — If you are 
looking for proof that the Commu­
nity bank is against people, here it 
is. If it is for people why duplicate?

they 
and

NPEC—National Primary Educa­
tion Commission — a commission 
that is getting its first (primary) 
lesson in life. Thanks for the good 
work? Now, die!

JANUARY — 
January is the 
month of Janus, 
the Greek god 
with two faces, 
one looking to 
the year that is 
past and the 
other to the one 
that is coming. 
Janus therefore 
may laugh 
with one face 

and cry or scowl with the other. You 
may be right if you name January as 
the month of hypocrisy; especially 
since in your case you can immedi­
ately see it—during the budget. 
Promise and realityaredistantcous- 
ins who will never meet—ever and 
ever.

COMMUNITY BANK—A Com­
munity established its Bank. Each 
member brings deposit, bank 
grows, does business, becomes 
prosperous — community be­
comes rich. Everyone in it remains 
poor.

NALDA—National Agricultural 
Land Development Authority to 
execute a land development pro­
gramme, funded by all tiers of 
government. G-o-o-d! How long 
will it last?

POLITICAL PARTIES—Govern­
ment stops funding of its babies. 
There is always a time to wean — 
and a time to win. Government 
weans, money bag wins — in more 

” i one.

IMPORT PROHIBITION—A 
sure way to punish Nigerians — 
and enrich smugglers. Local sour­
cing is a very good theory. Per­
haps the only thing a Nigeria can 
successfully source locally is 
chaos.

OIL BOOM—Created by Sad­
dam, enjoyed by others, especially 
the others who helped him create 
the boom. The real winners are the 
western oil companies.

FRSC—Federal Road Safetv 
Corp—the road is certainly safe 
for mass employment, or is it?

AUTONOMY FOR LGS — Local 
ECONOMIC RECONSTRUC- Government officials will now 
TION—The economy must be the have full autonomy to pocket local 
most extensively damaged entity in 
Nigeria. They have been recon­
structing it since the time of General 
Go won. If you consider the word­
ings you will realise how little (or 
how nothing) has been done all 
these years.

Vi' 1 very January there are cele- 
brations over much of the 

J i -d world — that part of it that is 
the relic of colonialism — over the 
birth of a new year. As the poets 
say, there is no trumpet herald the 
arrival of the new year or the exit of 
the old. The sky doesn't turn green, 
although of course the pangs of 
SAP can make it go violet-green. 
The earth itself doesn't crack nor 
the heavens a new moon bear?

So what is new about the year?
Those for whom the day begins a 

minute after midnight imagine 
that that dark spectacle is morning.

And on December 31 at 12.00 
midnight the pangs of labour catch 
the universe and at 12.01 am it is­
sues forth a brand new year. Yet if INFLATION—The budget says it
we can rewind time 33.5 million has been projected at 16 per cent, 
seconds back, the year that is pass- That is, it will increase by 16 per cent 
ing out will have passed out at the during the year. Good. Congratula- 
other end and become, not dead, tions. Someone tell us how to solve 
but unborn. Yet even as the 365 the 1000% of 1990. Or is the 8% on 
plates swish back on our rewinder top of it? 
we fail to detect any sign of the 
boundary that has been put on time 
— seconds, minutes, days and 
years.

Man loves the passage of time in 
order to get or to qualify for what ------- —.
only Time will bring. Yet man fears ways than 
old age. Why does man celebrate 
when it is dear that a new year

1 means a year folded up in the bos- w
somofTime—lost and never to be local governments will approach 
regained? The riddle may be 100%. While others oppose the abo-
solved when we all understand lition of states, this prospect may 
what time is. Is it a dimension, or is abolish even the Federal Govem- 
it only the future coming at top meat.
speed? And what happens when
Future arrives at the present? Do DEBT—What you have to get into if
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Checkout

Check out the Chocolatey taste of real fun in 
Cadbury's Dash - the big Chocolate snack. 
Bite softly, chew slowly and relish the real cream 
that fills the mouth with an extraordinary flavour. 
And lights you up all over with a perfect sweet 
sensation.

lheer 
flight in 
very bite
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Service
Nigeria 

can manage 
1 successfully 

businessman to
our Business Advisory Service

• of our branches Out business service advice 
ircly improve your business profit

You can depend on

Unon Baa i

Our business adhm® will 
improve business profit

Book-Keeping and Management skills Our booklets 
— "Book-Keeping for the Small Business" and 
"Business Advisory Service” can tie obtained, free 
of charge, at any of our branches throughout the 
country 
So. why not consult 
in any i ' 
will sur

UNION BANK OF NIGERIA LIMfR

At Union Bank of Nigeria Limited, we care about 
your business. That's why we set the pace in the banking 

industry with our unique Business Advisory “
— the first of its kind in

With our Advisory Service, you < 
your business profitably and 
We also assist the small

acquire such basic techniques as

URSBOM BAWK—Big, Strong,Reliable
Head Office: 40 Marina, Lago>. Telephone: 665439, 665441 Telex: 21222 Fax; G63822


