
• ' M  K 3  SALEDAILY TRUST
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27,2010 SAFAR 12,1431 A.H. TRUST IS A BURDEN www.dailytrust.com VOL. 23 No 53 N150

sk 4 Naval officers dieSha ar
ardauna title icopter crashon

Page 2

Inside 
Today's 
Daily Trust

Business
India is partner­
ing the NNPC to 
establish a green 
field refinery in 
Nigeria

Yar'adua's health:

Senate to give F EC 
one-week ultimatum

VP: This is the last Jos carnage
From Andrew Agbese & Ahmed Mohammed, Jos gees from the communal crisis at the Police Col- determined to come out with policies and pro-

lege in Jos, he said, “We have resolved that this grammes that will stop the carnage.”
THE carnage unleashed in Jos and surround- crisis must be the last. Jonathan said he had summoned a meeting of
ing areas of Plateau State last week would be “We were told that the first crisis happened in all the 36 state governors, security agencies, mili-
the last in the town, Vice President Goodluck 1965 or thereabout and since then the state has tary, police and the senior elders and statesmen in
Jonathan declared yesterday. Addressing refu- been witnessing a recurrence of crisis. We are Continued on page 5

Ex-Governor of 
Yobe State Bukar 
Abba Ibrahim says 
Federal Executive 
Council failed Ni­
geria on Yar’adua’s
health 48

Sport
Sports Minister 
Sani Ndanusa says 
the Nigeria Football 
Federation can t 
be independent of 
government 53

Digest
A new study sug­
gests humans could 
one day be capable 
of running up to 
40mph 37

Politics

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE Federal Executive Coun­
cil (FEC) is expected to receive 
later today a 7-day ultimatum 
from the Senate within which to 
produce a comprehensive report 
on President Umaru Yar’adua’s

health status. Daily Trust learnt yes­
terday that this was the conclusion 
arrived at by senators after 5 hours’ 
intense debate behind closed doors 
in Abuja.

Sources said the consensus was 
that the FgC must be made to fur­
nish to the National Assembly the

details of President Yar’adua’s health 
in order for the legislature to ascer­
tain whether or not he can continue 
in office. The Senators agreed that 
though they lack the power under 
Section 144 of the Constitution to 
direct the FEC to determine the 
president’s ability to perform his

duties given his poor health, they 
would rely on Section 88 of the 
1999 Constitution, which gives the 
National Assembly powers of inves­
tigation into matters under its juris­
diction.

But briefing newsmen after yes- 
Continued on page 5
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Sultan, Shagari task 
Shekarau on Sardauna title

From Rakiya A.Muhammad, Sokoto

SULTAN o f Sokoto Alhaji 
Muhammad Saad Abubakar 
III and former President Shehu 
Shagari have called on the newly 
turbaned Sarduanan Kano 
Governor Ibrahim Shekarau 
to emulate the late Sardauna 
o f Sokoto, Ahmadu Bello, and 
remain a good ambassador o f 
the title. i

Both men spoke yesterday 
when Malam Shekarau went to

Sokoto to pay homage. Speak­
ing at his palace, the Sultan 
harped on die need to uphold 
the attributes of the original title 
holder o f Sardauna. Alhaji Saad 
said he was contacted before 
the title was given to Governor 
Shekarau and that he agreed 
because o f his track record. 
The sultan said they would be 
in touch with Governor Sheka­
rau from time to time to ensure 
.that he lives up to his promise of 
upholding the attributes o f the

late Sardauna.
Also, former president 

Shehu Shagari who spoke at 
his residence in Sokoto when 
the new Sardauna paid him a 
visit,, urged him to follow the 
footsteps o f the late Sardauna 
o f Sokoto, noting that anyone 
who does so would succeed. 
He noted that Sokoto main­
tained its relevance due to the 
exemplary leadership of .the past 
leader whom he noted people 
should learn from.

Earlier at Government 
House Sokoto, Governor 
Aliyu Magatakarda Wamakko 
expressed confidence that Gov­

ern o r  ̂ Shekarau would do his 
best to justify the title.

In his remarks, the Sardau- 
nan Kano Governor Shekarau 
said he' was in Sokoto to pay 
special respect and regard to the 
Sultan o f Sokoto who is known 
to be a leader regardless o f state.

Malam Shekarau, who noted 
that the late Sardauna o f Sokoto

4 die in Navy helicopter crash
From Mohammed Bello, Port Har- 
court & Benjamin Auta, Abuja

THREE Naval officers and one 
rating on board a Nigerian Navy 
helicopter died yesterday when 
it crashed in Ogbodo in Isiokpo 
Village in Ikwere Local Govern­
ment Area of Rivers State.

Our correspondent learnt 
from military sources near the

crash site yesterday that the heli­
copter pilot lost control and it 
plunged into a forest. Identities 
of the victims are yet to be ascer­
tained. It was also learnt that it 
was on trail o f some oil bun- 
kerers but ran out o f fuel and 
had to re-fuel in Warri when it 
crashed. The Chief of Naval Staff 
is expected to visit the crash site 
today, officials said. Our cor­

respondent sighted the serial 
number N771 on one of the pro­
pellers of the helicopter.

The Director of Naval Infor­
mation Commodore David 
Dung Nabaida, told Daily Trust 
in Abuja yesterday that the Naval 
officers were on routine patrol 
of the Port-Harcourt area in the 
Niger-Delta region. He said the 
crash occurred at 1.30 p.m. when

Ex-bank chiefs want court to drop charges
From Adelanwa Ramnhnvp I an<K r a tp  a n n l i r a t i n n c  i r o  *aclrir»rr tK o  A  t U A *■ «-l~ „   1 L

the helicopter was returning to 
Warri in Delta State to refuel. 
Nabaida said investigation was 
on to establish the cause o f the 
crash, while arrangements were 
being made by the Naval authori­
ties for burial of the victims. He 
said their identities were being 
withheld because the families 
had yet to be contacted as at press 
time yesterday.

From Adelanwa Bamgboye, Lagos

FORMER Chief Executive Officer 
of Bank PHB Francis Atuche and 
his counterpart, Charles Ojo, yes­
terday asked a High Court in Lagos 
to quash the corruption charges 
levelled against them by the Eco­
nomic and Financial Crimes Com­
mission (EFCC). The two in sepa­

rate applications are asking the 
judge, Justice Akinjide Ajakaiye, 
to dismiss the criminal charges 
against them on the ground that 
the allegations are frivolous and 
defective, insisting that the proof 
of evidence attached to the charge 
did not disclose any reasonable 
allegation against them.

Atuche’ counsel, Tony Idigbe,

told the court that the EFCC and 
the Central Bank of Nigeria issued 
misleading press statements to 
turn the public against the ex­
bank chiefs. He expressed fear that 
Atuche would not get a fair trial 
because of the manner in which the 
matter had been conducted so far, 
particularly in the media. Idigbe 
said the allegations were baseless

because the EFCC failed to attach 
documentary evidence to sub­
stantiate its claims. The accused 
persons were earlier arraigned on 
a 26-count charge ranging from 
criminal grant of loans, abuse of 
office and granting loans beyond 
the limit laid down by the bank 
The EFCC has however increased 
the charge from 26 to 45.

gave Nigeria a purposeful lead­
ership that people continue to 
cherish, described his new title 
as an honour and challenge and 
promised to be a good am bas­
sador of the title.

“It is a responsibility and 
duty to protect the good name 
and image o f this title and eve­
rything that goes with it, par­
ticularly the conduct, behaviour 
and fruitful life that was lived by 
the earlier Sardauana, Ahmadu 
Bello”, he said.

Yobe 
remembers late 
Mamrnah Ali
From Hamza Idris, Damaturu

PRAYERS will be offered today in 
mosques across Yobe State for the 
repose of the soul of late former 
governor of the state, Senator 
Mamman Ali, who died last year.

Senator Ali was just a few 
months into his second year in 
office when he died on January 
27,2009 in the United States after 
a brief illness.

A statement signed by Abdul- 
lahi Bego, the Press Director to 
Governor Ibrahim Gaidam, said 
Yobe State and its people mourn 
the passage o f a visionary and 
indefatigable leader who lived in 
the service o f God and the peo­
ple. '

“Yobe State as a whole remains 
grateful to the late governor for 
the pacesetting development and 
reconstructive services he ren­
dered and are now being carried 
on by his successor, Governor 
Ibrahim Gaidam”, the statement 
said.

PLSHA slams 
Bauchi Assembly 
over Jos crisis
From Mahmud Lalo, Jos

THE Plateau State House of 
Assembly has condemned com­
ments made by the Bauchi State 
Assembly calling for the imposi­
tion of state of emergency in the 
state over the recent carnage in Jos 
and environs.

The Assembly made the con­
demnation yesterday during an 
emergency sitting presided over 
by the Speaker of the House Isti- 
fanus Mwansat which cut short its 
recess following the recent crisis 
in the state. While making their 
submissions on the crisis, the 
members condemned the crisis, 
describing it as barbaric and an 
action that could deny the state 
meaningful development. They 
further decried the comments of 
the Bauchi Assembly, describing 
it as retrogressive and capable of 
jeopardizing democratic struc­
tures.
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V P  o r d e r s  s e c u r i t y  a g e n c ie s  t o  f in d  D in a 's  a s s a i l a n t s
By AbdulFattah Olajide

Vice President Goodluck Ebele 
Jonathan has directed the po­
lice to act in concert with other 
security agencies and fish out 
without delay the killers of 
Otunba Dipo Dina, the Action 
Congress (AC)’s gubernatorial 
candidate in Ogun State in the

...A C  decries 
D in a ’s m urder

SyJMdeenOlaniyi

THE Action Congress (AC) yester­
day condemned the assassination 

N o f  its gubernatorial candidate in 
Ogun State during the 2007 gen­
eral elections, Otunba Dipo Dina, 
calling on the police authorities to 
find his killers.

AC National Publicity Sec­
retary, Alhaji Lai Mohammed, 
described Dinas minder as the lat­
est indication of a rising culture of 
intolerance and insecurity in the 
country.

Mohammed said “indications 
are that the killing was not as a 
result o f armed robbery, especially 
given Otunbas Dinas political bat­
tles in Ogun State and the fact that 
the other two occupants o f his car 
were reportedly unharmed by the 
killers.”

He said "whatever is the motive 
for killing Otunba Dina - whether 
it is social, economic or political - it 
signals a dangerous trend that must 
be curbed urgently, and the police 
musl star! by finding Dinas killers 
and bringing them So book"

"We know the antecedents o f 
the police vis-a-vis unravelling 
high level killings in Nigeria does 
not give room for much optimism, 
but sincewe remain a country gov­
erned by law, we are left with no 
choke than Jo call on the police to 
do whatever they can to find Dinas 
killers and make this the last such 
killing in our couuihryf he stated.

'Death of ex-NEX!M 
MD is big loss to 
manufacturers'

By Sunday WiSiams

THE Manufacturers Asso­
ciation o f Nigeria (MAN) has 
described the death o f the imme­
diate past Managing Director o f
the Nigeria Export and Import 
Bank (NEXIM) Alhaji Moham­
med Baba Yusuf as a big loss to 
manufacturers and In' extension
Nigeria.

Vice Fresklerat o f  the Manu­
factures. Association o f Nigeria
Senator W aM JSbrin said Yusuf 
was keen at seeing that the textile 
sector is revived.

“He was a complete gentleman 
and hard working. He was a lover 
o f restates and teiligkms. It is unfor­
tunate that the loan he fought 
for(NlOObis textile fund ; was not 
realised In his life time..May his 
soul rest to peace,” he said.

Baba Yus uf died on Saturday at 
ZamMi Hospital, Abuja, aged 50-

2007 general elections.
A statement released yester­

day by the Senior Special Assist­
ant on Media and publicity to the 
vice president, Mr. Ima Niboro 
said Jonathan also directed the 
Inspector General of Police to 
furnish him with the preliminary 
report o f the investigation on the 
matter within the next one week.

He said the police boss would 
brief the vice president on the 
matter weekly until the murder 
is solved. Otunba Dina was shot 
dead on Monday at Sango Ota, 
near Lagos.

Niboro said “the vice president 
received with shock and dismay, 
news o f the murder o f Otunba 
Dina by armed assailants. The

Vice President extends deep con­
dolences to the entire Dina fam­
ily and the Action Congress, and 
prays the Almighty God to give 
them the fortitude to bear this 
irreparable loss.”

“We are committed to ensur­
ing that the days where our citi­
zens, whether prominent or not, 
are casually felled by gunmen of

whatever description, are gone 
forever.

The relevant intelligence agen­
cies must rise to the occasion; 
they must find and arrest those 
behind this dastardly act, and by 
their punishment, signal to their 
kind that this administration will 
not tolerate killings o f any sort”, 
he said.

PIC: NAN
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Screen all passengers at the 
airports - FG orders
BySbehuAbubakar

ALL passengers travelling on 
international routes through the 
nations’ airports must submit 
themselves for screening under 
the full body scanners irrespective 
o f their status in the society, oth­
erwise they would not be allowed 
to board any aircraft, the Minister 
o f Aviation, Engineer Babatunde 
Omotoba said yesterday. .

Speaking during a ministe­
rial briefing in Abuja, Omotoba 
Mid he has instructed all airlin­
ers operating in the country and 
security agencies to enforce the 
measure. (

The minister said he was sub­
jected to full body scanning at the 
Lagos airport in compliance with 
federal government directive 
subjecting every traveller to such 
screening. He said following the 
averted December 25 attempt to 
blow up an American passengers’ 
plane by a N igerian , Umar Farouk 
Abdul mu tallab, Nigeria like 
many other countries ordered the

installation o f full body scanning 
machines at the nations’ airports.

The Minister said a total o f 13 
body scanners have been ordered 
at the sum o f N48.8 million each. 
He said the face o f global aviation 
industry has changed completely 
following the averted Dscember 
25 incident, adding that every 
country o f  the World is m ak­
ing efforts to upgrade its level o f 
security.

Om otoba said the United 
States government was not being 
fair to Nigeria by including it 
among terrorist prone nations’ 
even when there was no evidence 
confirming that Umar Farouk 
Abdulmutallab acquired or 
passed through Nigeria with his 
explosives.

He said Nigeria would go 
through the Commonwealth 
group o f  nations to seek redress 
on the matter, warning that 
Nigeria would treat the nation­
als o f any nation o f the World the 
way they treat Nigerians in their 
countries.

A r m y  d e n ie s in v o lv e m e n t in 
A n a m b r a  g u b e r  e le c tio n
THE 82 Division o f the Nigerian 
Army has denied involvement 
in any plan to rig the February 6 
governorship election in Anam­
bra.

Lt.-Col. Sigir Musa, an Assist­
ant Director o f Army Public Rela­
tions Department, 82 Division, 
said in Enugu on Tuesday that 
“constitutionally the Army has 
no business in politics”.

The PDP, South East, on Sun­
day had alleged that some o f its 
opponents in the polls had per­
fected plans to use the military to 
intimidate the electorate and rig 
the election.

It alleged that huge sums 
o f m oney exchanged hands to 
facilitate the job and called on 
the Chief o f Army staff, Lt.-Gen. 
Abdulrahaman Dambazau, to 
resist such a move.

Musa said the General C om ­
manding Officer (GO C) and 
other senior officers o f the com ­
mand had been busy in recent 
times, inspecting various forma­
tions o f the Division.

When asked about plans o f 
the Division to deploy troops to 
Anambra, ahead o f the elections, 
he said: “We are insulated from 
politics.

“We can only be involved on 
grounds o f securing lives and 
property, if  we are invited by the 
civil authorities.

“So, there is no iota o f truth 
in the allegation, because I am 
sure that the GO C or other 
senior officers have not been 
approached by anybody, although 
we are used to such accusations.” 

On disciplinary m easures to 
check activities o f  troops posted 
to road check points on the 
Enugu-Onitsha dual carriage 
way, alleged to have joined the 
police in extorting money from 
motorists, M usa said the Army 
would not comprise standards.

He the Division would deci­
sively deal with any soldier found 
to have flouted the ethics o f  the 
job and called on the public to 
forward evidence o f extortions 
by members o f the force. (NAN)
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Customs recovers N12bn in 3 months
By Sunday Williams

BETW EEN October and December last 
year, the Nigeria Customs Service investi­
gated 118 cases and recovered N12 billion 
underpayments back to the government cof­
fers, the Comptroller General of Customs, 
Dikko Inde Abdulahi has said.

He disclosed this yesterday in Abuja 
while speaking at the 2010 international 
Customs day with the theme; Customs and

Business: Improving performance through 
partnerships.

Represented by DCG Mumkat 
Adegoke.the Comptroller General said 
while the volume of underpayments is huge, 
it is more worrisome that corporate giants 
including oil majors, commercial banks, and 
many others are involved in the fraudulent 
practices.practices.

He said the World Customs Organisation 
(WCO) under whose umbrella the Interna­

tional Customs Day is celebrated annually 
recognised the organised private sector as 
important partner in realising its objectives.

He said the ongoing Custom Reforms 
and modernization projects and the Port 
concession projects underscore the faith ot 
the Federal Government in the strength pi 
effective Public Private Partnership (PPP).

He said the Customs has identified over 
60 companie^and have been admitted into 
the fast-clearance concession scheme adding

PIC: NAN
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Jos crisis culprits'll be 
prosecuted -  Aondoakaa
By Boco Edet

SUSPECTS identified to have been 
involved in the recent crisis in Jos, Plateau 
state would be prosecuted no matter how 
highly placed, Attorney- General of the 
Federation and Minister of Justice Michael 
Kaase Aondoakaa said yesterday.

* . _ j a n  Pi

ecution of all identified suspects, no matter 
how highly placed,” the minister said.

He said Section 15 of the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
Act provides a legal strategy to deal with 
the mounting concern about terrorism and
terrorist activities.

The AGF said, “While the Federal Gov-

Abuja Court says it lacks 
jurisdiction on oil well suit

B y  Sunday Ejike Benjamin

Kaase Aondoakaa said yesterday. L  is engaged in intense diplomatic
Aonodoakaa who called an emergency m r n r t  ' a E  issues arising from this

m e e t i n g  o f t h e  Body of Attorneys-General ^

from 36 states o f the Federation in uja . we must equally demonstrate the
said the Federal Government can no longer ’ Uti l wiU and legal strategies
—  '" < * * « « *  whlch dent the to d ea lw ith a ll internal criminal actions

which reinforce this unfortunate percep­
tion of Nigeria in certain foreign circles.

He said the Federal Government would 
continue to abide by all judgements of the 
court regarding the absence of President 
Umaru Yar’adua.

saiQ me reucicu -------
tolerate such incidents which dent the
country’s image.

“As the chief law officers of our respec­
tive jurisdictions, we bear a great burden 
in ensuring that the law is used as a potent 
instrument to punish these sorts of crimi­
nal action through the impartial investiga 
tion of all infractions and the prompt pros 

 •   _________

A Federal High Court in 
Abuja yesterday declined 
the call by the Rivers State 
Government to make pro­
nouncement on the legality 
of the transfer o f about 76 
oil wells allegedly belong­
ing to it to Akwa Ibom State 
for want of jurisdiction.

Justice Adamu Bello, 
in a ruling that lasted for 
about two hours said it is 
only the Supreme Court 
that has' the jurisdiction to 
entertain disputes between 
two states and therefore 
has the exclusive jurisdic­
tion to adjudicate the case, 
given the subject-matter of 
the lawsuit and the parties

that other companies who demonstrate such 
honesty and diligence will be considered as 
worthy of being trusted and will be admitted
into the scheme.”

He said some of the fraudulent acts are 
facilitated through collusion with offic­
ers in the customs pointing that they are 
addressing the problems including prompt 
investigation of cases, adding 2 officers were 
dismissed while six others were reduced in 
ranks in the last quarter o f2009.

Nigeria has 
over 300,000 
ounces of 
untapped gold 
-  Minister
By Abdulkadir Badsha Mukhtar

M INISTER of Mines and 
Steel Development Mrs 
Diezani Alison-Madueke 
has said Nigeria has over 
300,000 ounces untapped 
gold, which could help 
government actualise its 
efforts o f diversifying the 
economy and solve the 
problem of unemployment 
in the country.

The minister who dis­
closed this yesterday at the 
public presentation o f the 
Airborne Geophysical Sur­
vey o f Nigeria, said Nige­
rian gold is similar to that 
of Ghana, which is produc­
ing the lf>% of the world’s 
gold and is the second larg­
est produter.

She said her ministry 
adopted a strategy placing 
special focus on seven on 
the minerals available in 
the country, adding that 
from the survey carried 
out last year “by one of 
our junior mining com pa­
nies, to the depth o f 3,000 
meters has proved that 
more than 300,000 ounces, 
with 2 million ounces esti­
mated.”

The minister said noted 
that the discovery o f oil in 
the late 1950s robbed min­
erals o f its primacy in the 
country’s economy. She 
observed that the country 
has "gone from being, at 
one time, the world’s largest 
exporter of Columbite and 
the 6th largest producer of 
Cassiterite (Tin), to a net 
importer o f solid mineral 
material, for industry.” .

involved.
Justice Bello who 

observed that although the 
case has some trappings of 
lawsuits which fall within 
the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the Federal High court 
however said, “looking at 
the parties involved in the 
case and nature o f the dis­
pute submitted for deter­
mination which involved 
questions o f law and facts 
on which the existence 
or extent o f a legal right 
depends, it was clear that by 
virtue of section 232 (1) of 
the 1999 constitution, only 
the Supreme Court had the 
jurisdiction to entertain the 
case”.

ion of all infractions and the promptpros- Umaru Y a r a d u a . _________________ .---- -----------------------------------------------

NDEstatecoordinators visit Turkey for capacity building
. . .  which includes staff from Sunday h a , d r e a d ,  visitedla. tr .im n g  to o ld tnUmar, the team which includes staff from 

■ ■  -----   • the directorate’s headquarters Abuja will
N A TIO N A L D i r e c t o r a t e  o f Em ploym ent
(N D E ) coord inators in the 36 states ot nJtrctAp
By Francis Okeke from Turkey

tUUlUJliawio  ....... - - -
the federation and Abuja are in Sanliurta 
Turkey for a two weeks capacity building 
tour on skills acquisition and employment

genL ed b ythe Director Small Scale Enter­
prises o f the directorate Alhaji Ism aila

acquisition and trade.
The team will also meet experts in 

small scale enterprises and visit various 
training centres across the Turkish town
of Sanliurfa.

The team  which arrived Turkey on

Sunday has already v is i .e d a  .rain ing “ £ ' ”f 3  
centre for w om en where h air dr P , officials o f the country’s
ing, em broidery, tailorin g, pastry^an medium ente; prises development organ-
hom e econ om ics am on gst oth ers confederation o f Turkish trades-
taught. . . , , n mpn a n d  c r a f t s m e n ,  association of tertiary

They will also visit trng.t.on, atded a 1 menandct^Jstn_  ^ ^  ^ ^
year farming communities, soap, inf ministry o f public works and hous-
matics as well as copper and glass _ P^ Empioyment Agency and the

^ H ig h lig h ts  o f the tour include a visit youth culture house.
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F R O M  left: House of Representatives m em ber Chris Ettah, Dean of Faculty Board of Initiatives, House of Reps m em ber Eseme Eyiboh, Emir of 
M inna Alhaji Um ar Farouq Bahago; House of Reps mem bers Lanre Agoro and Kamil Akinlani during their visit UHVlinna^esterday.

UK to partner 
Nigeria on job 
creation
By Yunus AbdulhamidS 
Maureen Onochie

THE United Kingdom-through 
the British Council is requesting to 
partner the Nigeria government to 
generate employment opportuni­
ties for young graduates in Nigeria.

The Programmes Director of 
the British Council in Nigeria, 
Ben fisher yesterday led a four- 
man delegation to visit the minis­
ter of Science and Technology, Dr 
Alhassan bako Zaku in Abuja.

Ben told the minister that the 
council was interested in build­
ing an employment model called 
Africa Knowledge Transfer Part­
nerships where young graduates 
are placed on temporal employ­
ment with companies where 
they garner hand on experience, 
thereby enhancing their employ­
ability.

He said the model was time 
tested having been in operation in 
the United Kingdom for the past 
30 years following the recession 
of that era and had been found to 
be worth the effort at generating 
employment and improving on 
commercialisation of researches 
from universities and research 
centres. “The number of partners 
has increased to 2000 in the past 
years. It helps create employment 
and build future business leaders. 
For the programme to work, uni­
versities are needed for partnering 
with research institutions as the 
academics usually find it prob­
lematic relating with the business 
people,” Ben said.

Jos: State of emergency unnecessary -Sen Dantong
By Abbas Jimoh&
AbdulMutallib A. Abubakar

DECLARING state of emergency 
in the crisis ridden Jos, Plateau 
State would not have solved the 
problem, Senator Gyang Dalyop 
Dantong, representing Plateau 
North Senatorial district said 
yesterday. Reacting to questions 
posed to him by Al-Jazeera net­
work, Senator Dantong said that 
if the state of emergency declared

in 2004 did not work, it would not 
have worked now.

“The state of emergency will 
not solve this type of problem. 
And actually what we have been 
made is that is to encourage to 
enforce more security. And the 
state of emergency will not and it 
has not solved the problem.

In 2006 or so there was a state 
of emergency but it did not solve 
the problem and if we put a state 
of emergency now it will still not

solve the problem. What we need 
is people coming together to talk 
to another and to see how the 
federal government can enforce 
security and may be employ more 
funds,” Dantong said.

When asked to comment on 
allegation that security forces 
were involved in the crisis, he 
said that persons dressed in mili­
tary uniform were involved in the 
mayhem, adding that those per­
sons made the matter worse.

He said, “The opinion of the 
people though I was not there on 
the ground but certainly there 
were some people dressed in 
security uniform which did not 
look like soldiers and they were 
involved in this crisis. I think 
these people were the ones who 
really made the crisis worse. The 
casualties would have been less 
but these people who dressed 
in army uniform having army 
ammunitions.

PHOTO: FELIX ONIGBINDE

Senate to give FEC one-week ultimatum
Continued from page 1

terday’s session, Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Informa­
tion and Media, Senator Ayogu 
Eze (PDP, Enugu North) said the 
Senate was yet to reach a conclu­
sion on the matter, as some sena­
tors have not had the opportunity 
to express their minds on the issue 
due to time constraint.

He said, “Everybody who 
wants to speak will be given the 
opportunity to do so. The discus­
sion will continue tomorrow in 
closed door session and we are 
going to conclude and come out 
with a position.” Eze parried all 
questions put to him by reporters 
on the matter, saying “We are still 
integrating the issues. We have 
not concluded the matter.”

But reliable sources told 
Daily Trust that the senators had

a stormy session as they were 
sharply divided on the issue of 
whether or not Vice President 
Goodluck Jonathan should offi­
cially take over as acting presi­
dent

The source said the session 
was rowdy because of the disa­
greements between senators mov­
ing for immediate swearing-in of 
the VP as acting President and 
those that insisted on the Presi­
dent remaining in charge even 
while on sickbed.

One of the immediate past 
state governors who spoke in 
support of President Yar’adua 
remaining in charge was said to 
have been shouted down by his 
colleagues who accused him of 
working against national interest.

“Even senators from Katsina 
state who were against the debate 
on the president’s health have

agreed that there is a problem 
due to the presidents ill health. 
The matter is beginning to divide 
the country on North/South basis 
and this is dangerous for the unity 
o f the country. It is not about an 
individual now. Nobody is against 
the president but this is about our 
collective interest,” a source said.

Daily Trust also learnt yes­
terday that the Senate leadership 
will shortly put forward a motion 
raised by a group o f senators 
seeking to give the Vice President 
powers to assume duties as acting 
president while the health status 
of President Yar’adua is being 
investigated.

As the debate on the matter 
continues today, some senators 
have moved that the issues must 
be put to voting in order to allow 
for a democratic resolution of the 
matter.

What section 88 of the Constitution says
Section 88 (1) Subject to 

the provisions of this Constitu­
tion, each House of the National 
Assembly shall have power by 
resolution published in its jour­
nal or in the Official Gazette o f 
the Government o f the Federation 
to direct or cause to be directed 
investigation into - (a) any matter 
or thing with respect to which it 
has power to make laws, and (b) 
the conduct of affairs of any per­

son, authority, ministry or gov­
ernment department charged, or 
intended to be charged, with the 
duty of or responsibility for -

(1) Executing or administering 
laws enacted by National Assem­
bly, and (ii) disbursing or admin­
istering moneys appropriated or 
to be appropriated by the National 
Assembly.

(2) The powers conferred on 
the National Assembly under

the provisions of this section are 
exercisable only for the purpose of 
enabling it to - (a) make laws with 
respect to any matter within its 
legislative competence and cor­
rect any defects in existing laws; 
and (b) expose corruption, inef­
ficiency or waste in the execution 
or administration of laws within 
its legislative competence and in 
the disbursement or administra­
tion o f funds appropriated by it.

This is the last Jos carnage
Continued from page 1

in Plateau State to work out a last­
ing solution.' '  Apart from the top 
government functionaries and 
top security men who came with 
me, six governors representing 
the six geopolitical zones are also 
here,” he said.

Vice President Jonathan was 
in Jos for about five hours yes­
terday, visiting areas affected by 
the recent crisis in Plateau State. 
He was received on arrival at the 
airport by Governor Jonah Jang 
and top officials of the Plateau 
State government, and he was 
also briefed by security agencies 
in the state.

On his entourage were Sec­
retary to the Government of 
the Federation Mahmud Yay- 
ale Ahmed as well as Governors 
Bukola Saraki of Kwara, Muazu 
Babangida Aliyu of Niger, Isa 
Yuguda of Bauchi, Olagunsoye 
Oyinlola of Osun, Sullivan Chime 
of Enugu and Timipre Sylva of 
Bayelsa States. Minister of State 
for Information and Communi­
cation Ikra Bilbis was also on the 
entourage.

Speaking later at the Police 
College, the vice president also 
said he had directed the police to 
commence investigations in ear­
nest into the causes of the recent 
crisis. He said the Federal Gov­
ernment would prosecute those 
found culpable and bring them 
to book.

He said he felt bad with the 
level of destruction and carnage 
resulting from the crisis and con­
doled with those who lost loved 
ones.

He told newsmen while 
rounding up his visit that the 
Federal Government was putting 
machineries in place to ensure 
that the violence did not spread 
to other parts of the country. 
Jonathan said he travelled with 
governors from the six geo politi­
cal zones in the country so that 
they would assess the state of 

. affairs in the state first hand and 
brief their colleagues in order to 
forestall reprisal attacks. Gov­
ernor of Kwara State Dr Bukola 
Saraki, who spoke on behalf of the 
Governors’ Forum, also commis­
erated with the affected people. 
Saraki said the 36 governors had 
put up a fund to assist those who 
lost their property in the crisis.

Speaking earlier, Governor 
Jonah Jang of Plateau State urged 
the Federal Government to deal 
with the culprits of the various 
crises in Jos. Jang said that the cul­
prits of the 2008 crisis in the state 
were not dealt with, adding ' 'If 
they had been dealt with, maybe 
we will not have had a repeat.” 
He appealed to the people in the 
state to give peace a chance. Jang 
also said the report of the Ajibola 
Panel on the 2008 crisis in the 
state would soon be ready and he 
promised to forward it to the Fed­
eral Government.
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Katsina replies Obj on Yar'adua
From Lawal Ibrahim, Katsina

IN an apparent response to the 
call for President Umaru Yar 
a’dua’s resignation by former 
president Olusegun Obasanjo, 
the people of Katsina State yes­
terday warned the former presi­
dent and others to realise that the 
ill- health of the president should 
not be a basis for political manip­
ulation in the country.

At a rally and prayer ses­

sion attended by politicians and 
clergymen from the 34 local 
government areas o f the state 
at Kangiwa Square yesterday, 
the people urged Nigerians to 
regard Yar adua’s ill-heath as a 
call from his creator and pray for 
his speedy recovery.

In a remark, Governor Ibra­
him Shema cautioned against 
politicization of the president’s 
ill- health and described as inap­
propriate, utterances on the sub­

ject and advised people to engage 
in intense prayers and sober 
reflection.

“We all have the responsi­
bility to offer prayers for the 
speedy recovery of the president 
because he is in a state accorded 
by his creator which simply 
requires intense prayers for him 
to recover and continue with the 
;ood works he has started for 
figeria”, he said.

Hundreds o f youths also

gc
Ni

besieged the venue with plac­
ards. Chairman of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) in 
Katsina vowed to deal with all 
those calling for Yar adua’s resig­
nation declaring, “We know the 
enemies of President Yar’adua 
and we will tackle them no mat­
ter how highly placed”.

*The rally and prayer ses­
sion was attended by the emirs 
o f Katsina and Daura, business 
mogul Dahiru Bara’u Mangal,

Action Alliance (AC) chieftain 
Alhaji Lawal Kaita, PDP BOT 
member Alhaji Iro Danmusa 
and all party elders across the 
state. Others include members 
o f the state executive council, 
state assembly and local govern­
ment chairmen as well as leading 
Imams o f the two major central 
mosques Imams Muhammadu 
Lawal and Liman Abba and cler­
gies and their followers from all 
the 34 LGC’s of the state.

I

Daniel, Adegbite, others condemn Dipo Dina's killing
From Kehinde Akinyemi, Abeokuta

OGUN State Governor Otunba 
Gbenga Daniel and the Secre­
tary-General o f the Nigerian 
Supreme Council for Islamic 
Affairs (NSCIA) Dr. Lateef Adeg­
bite yesterday joined other Nige­
rians and politicians to condemn 
the killing o f the Action Con­
gress (AC) governorship can­
didate in the 2007 general elec­
tion, Otunba Dipo Dina at Ota 
Monday.

The governor described the 
killing as heinous and criminal, 
while Adegbite corroborated 
him, calling for caution in brand­
ing the killing “political”.

Our correspondent recalled 
that a cousin of the former Com­

missioner for Agriculture in the 
state, Waliu Taiwo, was also killed 
by yet to be identified gunmen 
on October 16, 2009 at the same 
area. Dina according to reports 
was killed at about 9.30pm along 
the Ota/Idioko road close to 
Winners Church, Ota.

A cross section of politicians 
and associates who spoke with 
our correspondent yesterday 
expressed fear and concern on 
the killing, lamenting that the 
political terrain of the state, par­
ticularly ahead of the 2011 elec­
tions, had become a matter for 
second thought.

Former Deputy Speaker of the 
state House, Tokunbo Oshin said 
the death of Dina would no doubt

affect the psyche of the political 
class in the state.

“In fact, I have received no 
less than 100 messages appeal­
ing to me in particular and the 
rest o f the G-15 in the House to 
tread softly and be careful of our 
movement.” Oshin, a top PDP 
member described Dina, “As a 
young promising politician who 
fought a gallant fight and he had 
left for us the fight to carry on.

“He’s death is a blow to Ijebu- 
ode, Ijebu land and the entire 
Nigeria”, he said. Secretary of 
the Action Congress (AC) in the 
state Alhaji Abimbola Awofeso 
said the political field would no 
longer be same, as more vibrant 
and resourceful citizens would

now have to think twice before 
coming on board.

Governor Daniel in a state­
ment signed by his Chief Press 
Secretary Adegbenro Adebanjo 
said, “I am saddened by the rep­
rehensible and ungodly act. It 
is a condemnable act and those 
responsible must be speedily 
brought to justice by security 
agencies.

This is one case that the police 
must do all that is possible to 
crack. On behalf o f the govern­
ment and people of Ogun State, I 
commiserate with the family and 
friends o f Otunba Dipo Dina and 
pray that God will give them the 
fortitude to bear this irreparable 
loss”, he said.

Lagos taskforce nabs 96 
suspected prostitutes
From Adelanwa Bamgboye,Lagos

ABOUT 96 suspected prostitutes 
have been arrested by the Lagos 
State Taskforce on Environment 
and Special Offences.

Addressing newsmen yes­
terday in Lagos, the chairman 
of the taskforce, Mr. Bayo Sulei­
man, said the suspected pros­
titutes were picked up on Vic­

toria Island, Lagos. According to 
him, the suspects were picked up 
between 1:00am and 3:00am Sat­
urday.

He said two of the women were 
pregnant, yet were clad scantily.

Some of the suspects who 
spoke with our correspondent 
said they were victims o f failed 
relationships. Others amidst tears 
vowed never to return to the trade.

Borno gets c'tte on pension payment
From Yahaya Ibrahim, Maidugufi

THE Bomo State government has 
appointed an eight member com­
mittee for the payment of arrears 
to pensioners at the state and local 
government levels.

The Director o f Press to Gov­
ernor Ali Modu Sheriff, Usman 
Chiroma disclosed in a statement 
issued yesterday.

He said the governor approved 
N44.438 million for the payment.

Sheriff urged members of the com­
mittee to ensure transparency and 
accountability in the disbursement 
of the money.

The state Commissioner for 
Urban and Rural Water Supply 
Abubakar Kyari is to serve as the 
committee’s Chairman.

It would be recalled that weeks 
ago pensioners in the state gave the 
state government an ultimatum to 
pay their gratuities, threatening to 
demonstrate.

Walid Jibrin 
asks Obj to 
resign as PDP 
BOT chairman
From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

Amember of the Peoples Dem­
ocratic Party (PDP) Board of 
Trustees (BOT) yesterday asked 
their chairman, former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo to resign fol­
lowing his remarks on the illness 
of his successor, Alhaji Umaru 
Musa Yar’adua.

Former President Obasanjo 
had while chairing the annual 
Media Trust Dialogue in Abuja 
last week asked his successor to 
take the path of honour and resign 
following his ill health.

This is coming days'after the 
national secretariat of the party 
described the former president as 
insincere and a subject of ridicule. 
Addressing newsmen in Kaduna 
yesterday, a member of thA PDP 
BOT, Senator Walid Jibrin, said 
the former president does not 
deserve to continue as their chair­
man after what he called “shame­
ful and deceitful remarks on Pres­
ident Yar’adua” He also asked the 
former president to apologise to 
Nigerians over the statement.

“Instead of Obasanjo to fol­
low the real path of honour and 
morality, he went astray recom­
mending resignation of President 
Yar’adua. He is encouraging dem­
onstrators, thus adding fuel to the 
fire,” he said.

He said Obasanjo was illegally 
occupying the position of chair­
man of the party’s BOT because 
a new election should have been 
held in conformity with the deci­
sions taken at the convention.

Jibrin said if the former presi­
dent refused to resign, he would 
move a motion for the dissolution 
o f the BOT to give room for fresh 
elections.

“As a former president of 
Nigeria and as the chairman of 
the highest advisory body o f the 
PDP, Obasanjo has many avenues 
to address the issue of the presi­
dent’s ill-health such as the BOT, 
National Working Commit­
tee, PDP NEC, and the National 
Council of States, instead of going 
to the public,” he added. He said 
Nigerians should concentrate on 
praying for the quick recovery of 
the president. Senator Jibrin also 
appealed to Nigerians to allow 
the National Assembly perform 
its functions, saying the country’s 
legislature was capable o f han­
dling the matter.
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Compliance with helmet order 
poor in North— Chidoka

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

ONE year after the crash helmet 
order for motorcyclists, the Corps 
Marshal of the Federal Road 
Safety Corp (FRSC) Mr Osita

Chidoka has said that motorcy­
clists in the northern states were 
yet to implement it.

He said lack of publicity made 
usage of helmets in the region dif­
ficult and the FRSC would solicit

the help of emirs and the media to 
educate the people.

He said plans had reached 
an advanced stage to ensure full 
compliance with the order.

Mr Chidokfc who led a del­

egation of officers to Minna 
yesterday to condole former 
Military President Ibrahim 
Babangida over the death of his 
wife, Maryam, described the 
deceased as a philanthropist and

mother of all.
Responding, General Babang­

ida thanked Chidoka for the visit 
and urged him to continue the 
good work of ridding Nigerian 
roads of accidents.

STOLEN Nigerian antiquities recovered from France arriving back home yesterday.

R iva l g a n g s  c la sh  in G u sa u
From Sadeeq Aliyu, Gusau

TWO rival gangs of suspected 
criminals Monday clashed in 
the Tullukawa area of Gusau, 
Jigawa State. Witnesses said the 
incident made residents to run 
for safety.

The cause o f the clash is yet 
to be ascertained. The Police 
Public Relations Officer ASP 
Lawal Abdullahi said the police 
arrested nine persons including 
one of the leaders, Anas Balami, 
with daggers, cutlasses, knives 
and sticks.

He added that the state Com­
missioner o f Police M.J. Abu- 
bakar had ordered an investiga­
tion into the incident.

In a related development, three 
men, Aliyu Sirajo, Muntari Ibra­
him and Abubakar Mohammed, 
were yesterday arrested at Bakin

Kasuwa in Gusau town for break­
ing into a house and stealing.

Property recovered from them 
include handsets, generators and 
tape recorders. The police spokes­
man maintained that they had 
intensified patrols to check crime 
in the state.

Niger 
pilgrims 
to pay 
caution 
deposit
FROM Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

INTENDING Muslim pilgrims 
from Niger State will hence­
forth pay a refundable N25,000 
as caution deposit, the state Pil­
grims welfare Board (NSPWB) 
has said. In a statement signed 
by the Executive Chairman 
of NSPWB Engineer Mam- 
man Muhammad, the N25.000 
would serve as a valid,condition 
for securing seats for hajj.

“With effect from 2010, 
every intending pilgrim 
will pay a caution deposit of 
N25,000. The caution deposit 
will be refunded after the hajj 
if pilgrims do not violate rules 

-stipulated by the NSPWB”,he 
said. He said the by-law also 
mandated pilgrims to take part 
in the Saudi Arabia backed 
Hadaya arrangement under 
the Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) and Al-Rajhi Bank.

“Each pilgrim will pay the 
full amount due to the Hadaya 
under the IDB Al-Rajhi Bank 
in addition to the hajj fare. No 
seat will be allocated to any 
intending pilgrim until the 
Hadaya money has been paid”, 
he added.

Y u g u d a  p r o m is e s  

f r e e  e d u c a t io n  f o r  

d i s p la c e d  c h i ld r e n
From Muhammad Abubakar, Bauchi

BAUCHI State Governor Isa 
Yuguda has promised to provide 
children whose parents fled Jos to 
Bauchi free education up to sec­
ondary school level.

The governor who spoke when 
he visited Toro where thousands 
are taking refuge also promised to 
make them comfortable.

He went there in company

of his deputy, Babayo Garba 
Gamawa and other top govern­
ment officials.

The governor also presented 
some relief materials, including 
bags of rice, bags of maize, buck­
ets and spoons. About 8,000 per­
sons are taking refuge in Magama 
Gumau, Toro, Tilden Fulani in 
Toro Local Government Area and 
Boto in Tafawa Balewa Local Gov­
ernment Area of the state.

Forum lauds police handling of Etsako re-run
From Vincent Egunyanga, Benin

THE Isoko Consultative Forum 
in Edo State has commended 
Assistant Inspector General 
o f Police Force Headquarters, 
Mr. Felix Ogbaudu for his com­
petent handling of the Etsako 
Central House o f Assembly re­
run election.

In a statement signed by the 
Chairman of the Forum Sena­
tor Francis Okpozo , it said the 
impartial and non-partisan dis­
position of the police in the con­
duct o f the election had raised 
hope that free and fair election 
was possible in the country if 
those entrusted with the respon­
sibilities could muster the cour­

age to do the right things.
“No doubt, there was high 

tension before the election 
because of the utterances of 
political party leaders involved 
in the election. We are however 
relieved and happy that the elec­
tion was incident-free, free and 
fair” the statement said.

“The Isoko Consultative 
Forum is particularly happy 
and proud that Mr. Ogbaudu, 
our kinsman, has not let us 
down in the discharge o f his 
duty. We congratulate him and 
pray that God should strengthen 
him just as we urge other Isoko 
sons and daughters in positions 
of authority to stand up and be 
counted on the side of the peo­

ple”, it added.
The forum called on the 

Federal Government to do eve­
rything possible to ensure that 
the feat achieved by the police 
in the area was replicated in the 
Anambra gubernatorial election 
slated for February 6,2010.

According to the Isoko 
forum, the time has come for 
Nigerians to rise to take positive 
steps to re-position the country 
and arrest the decline in all fac­
ets of national life, especially in 
ensuring that electoral reform 
hinged on one man one vote 
takes root, saying, “For that is 
the only way those elected into 
offices can be held accountable 
by those who elected them”.
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Court rejects application 
for stay of proceedings
By Sunday Ejike Benjamin

AN Abuja High Court has rejected 
an application for stay of proceed­
ing brought by the Chief Security 
Officer (CSO) to President Umaru 
Musa Yar’adua, Yusuf Tilde who is 
standing trial for alleged dispos­
session of plots of land belonging 
to one Bello Umar without due 
process. ^

Tilde had approached the Court 
with an oral application for stay of 
proceedingHn the suit pending 
the outcome of an appeal for inter­

locutory injunction, but the court 
said the application lack merit.

The presiding Judge, Justice 
Mudashiru Oniyangi adjourned 
till February 10,2010 for adoption 
of written addresses by parties 
involved in the suit.

The Federal Government had 
earlier told the court that it has no 
jurisdiction to entertain Umar’s 
application against the President’s 
Chief Security Officer accused of 
dispossessing him of his plot of 
land located in Asokoro district 
of Abuja without recourse to due

process of the law.
Tilde had in a notice of pre­

liminary objection through his 
Counsel; Mr. Malik Akhunegbe 

^challenged the competence of the 
suit as well as the jurisdiction of the 
Court to entertain same.

Akhunegbe told the Court that 
the only application ripe for hear­
ing by the court is the notice of 
preliminary objection and that 
the competence of the suit and the 
jurisdiction of the Court to enter­
tain same are being challenged.

He said if the Court decides to

consolidate the preliminary objec­
tion and the substantive suit; it 
will amount to shutting the door 
against the defendant in respect of 
the application for stay of proceed­
ing. But the Counsel representing 
Umar, Ben Anachebe (SAN) told 
thd Court that the application is a 
procedural one which calls for the 
discretion of the Court whether 
16 take the notice of preliminary 
objection separately or together 
with the substantive suit.

Drawing the Court’s attention to 
a precedent of the Supreme Court

judgment, Anachebe maintained 
that; “In a situation where an 
action is commenced by originat­
ing summons, the apex court held 
that substantive suit and notice of 
preliminary objection should be 
taken together”

Justice Oniyangi therefore ruled 
that the two applications will be 
taken together, adding that all the 
parties will be given a level play­
ing ground if the two applications 
are taken together as parties will be 
given equal opportunity and right 
of appeal.

US Asst Sec to
visit Nigeria 
and five other
countries
By Aisha Umar

Culture minister challenges security agencies on artifacts recovery
By Benjamin Auta

SECURITY agencies in the coun­
try have been charged to take 
their responsibility o f prevent­
ing protecting and recovering 
the nation’s stolen artifacts at all 
ports of entry and exit more seri­

ously. Minister of Culture, Tour­
ism and National Orientation, 
Senator Bello Jibrin Gada gave 
the charge while declaring open 
a one day national workshop on 
illicit trafficking of cultural prop­
erties in Abuja yesterday.

The Minister who described

cultural properties as the “soul of 
the nation and the pages of our 
history” said that early antiquity 
legislations in the country have 
been repealed to give way to the 
expansion of authority regulating 
the institution.

Earlier, the Director Gen­

eral of the National Commis­
sion for Museum and Monu­
ment (NCMM) Malam Yusuf 
Abdallah Usman, lamented 
that illicit trafficking o f arti­
facts was impoverishing the 
growth potentials of the art and 
culture sector.

State of emergency not solution to Plateau crisis -Dariye
Solomon Lar and Michael Bot- 
mang said that for a lasting peace 
to prevail the recommendations 
of panel of inquiry must be imple­
mented without bias, emphasiz­
ing the need for both federal 
and state government to work 
together to fish out the culprits 
and bring them to justice.

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

THE former Plateau State gov­
ernor, Joshua Dariye yesterday 
rejected the calls to impose a state 
of emergency in the state because 
of recent sectarian violence, say­
ing it would not provide last­
ing solution, saying when it was

enforced during his reign the situ­
ation became worse.

He said since the country is 
practicing democracy any deci­
sion to be taken must be in tan­
dem with constitution of the 
country, stating that state of emer­
gency is unconstitutional.

He noted that the constitution

provides for the establishment of 
military troops between Federal 
and state governments to restore 
law and order.

Dariye who spoke to BBC 
Hausa Service yesterday after 
their meeting with former Head 
of State General Yakubu Gowon 
and the state ex-governors Chief

U.S. Assistant Secretary for 
African Affairs Johnnie Carson 
will be visiting Nigeria and five 
other countries which include 
Spain, Ethiopia, Ghana, Togo 
and Benin. It will take place 
from January 26 and February 
10. '

A statement from* U.S 
embassy said that during his 
trip to Nigeria, Assistant Secre­
tary Carson will visit Lagos and 
Abuja. While in Lagos he will 
meet with members of civil soci­
ety and representatives of the 
state government. Bilateral talks 
with Vice President Goodluck 
Jonathan and Foreign Affairs 
Chief Ojo Maduekwe will high­
light the Abuja part of the trip.

Assistant Secretary Carson 
will also travel to Madrid, Spain 
where he will be meeting with 
his counterparts from the Euro­
pean Union. Spain holds the 
Presidency of the EU.

Assistant Secretary Carson 
will go to Addis Ababa, Ethio­
pia for the African Union Sum­
mit. The U.S. delegation is being 
led by Under Secretary Maria 
Otero. Apart from the Summit, 
the U.S. delegation will hold 
bilateral discussions with Afri­
can leadership.

He will later travel to West 
Africa beginning in Ghana 
where he will confer with Presi­
dent Mills, meet with repre­
sentatives of the business com­
munity, and deliver remarks at 
a regional USAID conference in 
Accra. In Togo, he is scheduled 
to meet with President Faure, 
Prime Minister Houngbo, and 
Foreign Minister Esaw. Simi­
larly, the Assistant Secretary 
has meetings in Benin planned 
with President Yayi and Foreign 
Minister Ehouzou.
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ECW/PARL/GAT/31/19-01/jak

PARLIAMENT OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF
WEST AFRICAN STATES

NVITATION TO BID
The Parliament of the Economic Community of West African States, 
otherwise called the ECOWAS Parliament, hereby invites bids from, 
reputable firms for a consultancy for the review of the structure of the 
General Secretariat of the ECOWAS Parliament. The Parliament, 
which is composed of 115 seats (with each of the fifteen Member- 
Stales having a minimum of five seats), was established by Articles 6 
and 13 of 1993 ECOWAS Revised Treaty. The Protocol on the 
Parliament was signed in Abuja on 06 August, 1994, and entered into 
force on 14 March, 2002.

2. In the course of the on-going transitional period, and pending 
the election of the members by universal adult suffrage, hopefully in 
2010, the Parliament performs a consultative role in matters 
concerning the Community, especially matters of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. At the end of the transition period, the 
Parliament will transform from making recommendations to other 
organs of the Community to the status of a co-decision -making body 
with the Council of Ministers, and subsequently, a legislative role in 
specific areas,

3. At its inception in 2002, the ECOWAS Parliament had a 
singular Department of Administration and Finance. However, 
following the restructuring of the ECOWAS Parliament undertaken in 
2006, the Parliament now has a political wing and a two-department 
administrative wing.

4. The political wing of the ParliamAent comprises three organs: 
the Plenary, the Bureau of parliament, and the Conference of 
Committees Bureaux. The Plenary which is the General Assembly of 
Parliament is the highest decision-making organ of the Institution. 
The Bureau of parliament, which is made up of the Speaker and the 
four deputy Speakers, is the governing body and draws its powers 
from and functions from the Rules of procedures and other legal texts 
of the institution. The third political organ is the Conference of 
Committees Bureaux and comprises the Speaker, the four Deputy 
Speakers and the First as well as the Second Rapporteurs of each of 
the 13 (thirteen) Standing Committees. It derives its powers and 
functions from the Rules of Procedure and the Terms of Reference of 
each Committee.

5. The administrative wing of the ECOWAS Parliament is headed 
by the Secretary-General, who, as the institutional memory of the 
Parliament, is the professional chief adviser to the Honourable 
Speaker on all issues of administration and procedure. The two. 
departments in the administrative wing are: the Department of 
Administration & Finance and the Department of Parliamentary 
Affairs.

6. Based on the experience gained in the last three years of the 
operationalization of the present structure, the Bureau of Parliament, 
at its last sitting in October, 2009, directed the General Secretariat to 
undertake a consultancy to make recommendations on a more 
appropriate structure for the General Secretariat.

7. Against this background, the consultant selected is expected 
to, with reference to relevant texts which will be made available, 
propose a new structure for the General Secretariat that should in 
addition to better equipping the administrative wing to meet the 
contemporary challenges of regional parliaments, would also, inter 
alia:

* Make the Secretary-General more responsive to the demands
of the legislative organs of Parliament;

■ Achieve a better synergy between the Political Organs on the 
one hand and the individual departments of the general 
Secretariat on the other;

■ Recommend an appropriate size for the various departments 
as well as make proposals on the job profile for each post in 
order to create conditions for better segregation of duties, 
aimed at achieving a more effective accomplishments of tasks 
by the staff members (the current staff disposition list of the 
General Secretariat is attached as Table;

« Advise on the efficacy or otherwise of the existing two-
department structure of the institution and make appropriate 
recommendations;

« Examine any other issues relating or incidental to the
foregoing terms of reference and formulate necessary 
proposals for the purpose of enhancing the responsiveness 
and effective sen/ice delivery by the General Secretariat of the 
ECOWAS Parliament.

8. This consultancy which should have a duration not exceeding 60 
(sixty) working days, will attract appropriate fees to be paid in United 
States Dollars. Interested management firms' are therefore invited to 
submit bids indicating Currency and validity period of quotation along 
with the following documents:

i)
ii)

iv)
v)

Acopy of valid business registration certificate;
Acopy of Tax Clearance Certificate (for the three years) 
Documentary evidence of at least three similar 
consultancies undertaken in the last three or four years; 
Astatement of the firm’s technical equipment and facilities; 
Financial statements, including balance sheet, statement 
oftum-over.

9. Sealed bids along with the required documentation, should be 
addressed to:

The Secretary-General,
ECOWAS Parliament,
International Conference Centre,
Area 10Garki,
PM.B.576,
Abuja, Nigeria.

The closing date for the receipt of bids is Monday, 15 February, 
2 0 1 0
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mH ananicfi n.n  i._ ... j , ■ All NGOs and other states agencies must PratP further T    r  , ,
nitude to a Tsunami. All NGOs 
and humanitarian organiza­
tions should please rush to these 
camps and others where ever 
located to render humanitar­
ian assistance. NEMA, NSCDC

MY heart bleeds, tears of sorrow 
and anguish run down my cheeks 
for this inhumanity of man 
against fellow human beings.
This is a version of an earth­
quake in Nigeria, of equal mag-

Former President 
Shagari speaks on
Jos crisis, Ydr adua I will recommend tha! the former 

DEARSir,, think that on theissue of
President Yaraduas health. v,„, L  X y7  8 S , °,md

and other states agencies must 
be cqmmended. Individuals and 
philanthropists should comple­
ment the government’s efforts in 
this direction. The situation at 
hand is urgent before it degen­

erate further. Little children are 
exposed to the risks of all sorts of 
outbreaks. Imagine if it was your 
family or yourself that is in this 
situation. God will certainly not 
let the perpetrators of this cruelty

go free. If they do not pay for it 
here on earth, they will pay in the 
hereafter.

Badamasi Haiba
badhaiba@yahoo.com Hucgcn- iet me perpetrators of this cruelty badhaiba@yah

W h y  P l a t e a u  C P  w a s  r e d e p l o y e d
I will recommend that the former ■ /
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President Yaraduas health, you are 
playing to a gallery. It seems you are 
trying to play safe’ on an issue of this 
magnitude. Yar adua is not an Emir, 
Oba, or Obi, who must rule till his 
ultimate end. Our nation Nigeria 
is in crisis, and we expect our elder

not only be as redeployed but 
should be investigated. As a peace 
officer, his comment was very 
unfortunate especially at such a 
sensitive moment. Rather than 
helping the situation, Gregorys 
made it worse and may have even„ UI C1UC1 niaue 11 worse and may have even

statesmen to be less economical with contributed to the later killings Jos
tne truth on the wav forward 11 j  t. • &------ --- IVUllligO JUS

witnessed. It is equally important 
that the police authority ensure all 
senior police officers are properly 
trained in public relations to pre­
vent a future reoccurrence.

Jan Fanuel 
janfanuel@yahoo.com

That was the best action taken. 
However, the former Police Com

IF what the Plateau State Attorney 
General has said about the 300 
case files of suspects arrested dur­
ing the last October crisis in Pla­
teau state is true, then the Nige­
rian Police should carry the larger 
blame for the latest crisis. How 
can you imagine a suspect that 
committed a heinous offence of 
that gravity being released with­
out being made to go through the

the truth on the way forward!!
Thomas George
okirika_george@yahoo. co. uk * * * * * * * * * * * * *  ̂̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂
I think the Federal Government 

should stand boldly against these 
shadow elites’ of Plateau state 
before they plunge the country 
into full blown war. Mr Obasanjo 
had to declare a state of emergency 
as a warning to them. You have to 
act now.

Pedr
pedbabs@gmail. com
A  A  A  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  Jf *  *  *  *  *  ̂  ^  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂

I think his Excellency is not been 
honest on his comment about the 
Yar adua situation. The president 
made a constitutional error of not 
communicating his medical leave 
in writing which will enable the Vice 
President take over in acting capac­
ity till his return, which if done will 
have avoided the power vacuum he 
created. The agitation at present is 
not for him to resign but rather to 
follow the required constitutional

r r i r ; Thî  ° fivfi?e t  ̂  °ut bemg t0 g0 through ^
the budget on his sick bed and grant course of the law? By these kinds
an interview to the BBC, he can of actions by the police, Nigeri-

SUA h S  « T m  anS wU1 feel increasingly more
^  !  ?  I T  insecure since the perpetrators

of dastardly acts like killings can
„ ., , . . . * * * * * *  go scot-free. What option is there

Shagan s advice is belated. Itwont for the people then? Is it to so the
c ange anything. We are tired of way of a jungle justice and take
praying and begging God to come *■'— • »
and solve man made problems.

Abdulhakeem Bello
obdulhakeem@yahoo.com

Police: 362 died in 
Plateau crisis
THE best solution for lasting 
peace in Jos is the permanent stay 
of military. The Federal Govern­
ment should please declare state 
of emergency in Plateau, period.

Ade Mbare 
adel23M@yahoo.com

If the Nigerian police con­
firmed the death of 326 people 
then the true figure is most likely 
twice that number. The repeat of 
this type of crisis in future must be 
guarded against.

Aminu Tukur 
oriorr@hotmail.co. uk

INSPECTOR General of Police Ogbonna Onovo

missioner should be disciplined Gwom, call a press conference
and not just redeployed to Abuja. and apportion blame?
How could he, less than one hour Joseph
after the fracas in Nassarawa bigboi9@yahoo.com4duer tne rracas in Nassarawa bigboi9@yahoo.com

We are handicapped in prosecuting 
suspects -PLSG

/  aiiu idivc
the law into their hands to protect 
themselves? I fear for and sympa

\ m .........
PLATEAU State Governor 
Jonah Jang

thize with my country people if 
the authority concerned cannot 
guarantee them security and jus­
tice. The police must be made to

explain this inaction and negli­
gence. If it is a cover up, then our 
fears are worsened. The various 
investigative panels set up by the 
NASS and the FG must address 
this angle for a lasting solution.

Badamasi Haiba 
badhaiba@yahoo.com
A  *  A A  A  A  A  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

This information is truly 
revealing on the impact of public 
service inefficiency in the recur­
ring ethno-political crises in 
Jos and, possibly, other parts of 
northern Nigeria this past dec­
ade. The NASS committees on 
Police Affairs should take note of 
this. The nation is tired and in real 
danger.

Yakubu Atang 
sarkinkuduntoro@yahoo.com, ,  sarnmKuduntoro@yaho,

Nigerians should  pay appropriate  
prices for fuel, power -A s io d u
IT sounds easy to ask Nigerians to 
pay “appropriate price” for utili­
ties. But the real problem is the 
endemic corruption in anything 
to do with the government. Right 
now, PHCN has steadily raised 
tariffs by about 400% over the 
last decade. What do we have in 
return to show for this? The same 
can be said about petroleum 
products.

Until and unless the govern­
ment sincerely tackles corrup­
tion in the Public sector; noth­

ing will work.
To confirm this, where are 

the Railways, Airways, NITEL 
and other public corporations? 
The very officers who ran them 
aground are still running the 
government in various capaci­
ties. Until it becomes clear that 
corruption has a high cost noth­
ing will change; 20-2020 or not sir. 
That is the reality ‘not appropriate 
pricing’!

Muhammad Nalya 
naiyamd@yahoo. com

Life should always be 
respected. Part of the crisis was 
fuelled by the CP’s statement. By 
virtue of his position he ought 
not to have madfe such an out­
burst so swiftly. Please the Police 
should take courses in Crises 
Management, to forestall such 
situations.

Sani
slly76@yahoo. com

The Commissioner of Police 
caused more harm than good. 
His utterances as a police officer 
breached the peace of the people 
of plateau state.'I think the Police 
Service Commission should call 
him to order.

Kabir Ibrahim Gusau 
ahlulzikri@yahoo.com

Retirement age 
should be abolished 
-R igh ts  group »
THERE is nothing wrong with 
retirement age pegged at 60 years 
and 35 years of service in the Nige­
rian system. I would even advocate 
them being cut down to 55 and 30 
years respectively. We cannot keep 
the young and able bodied gradu­
ates roaming the streets in search 
of jobs while ageing civil servants 
occupy positions.

Samuel
sobeko54@yahoo.com

Gumel emir assures 
of PDP victory
IF the above headline is true, then 
with due respect, I am highly dis­
appointed. As a traditional ruler, 
we don’t expect such partisan 
utterances from him. The Emir 
is the father of everybody in his 
domain or are some of our Emirs 
now politicians? By assuring PDP 
of victory in your domain, you 
are now a politician on the side of 
one of the parties and no longer a 
father to all in your domain and 
the nation at large.

Ali Umar
alikuram@yahoo.com

Saudi Embassy: No 
visa request from MPs
THE removal or stepping aside’ 
of Yar adua will not and cannot 
solve the problems of the masses. 
Things will not change whether 
he’s here or not. The situation is 
only being played to serve the 
interest of some people.

Adamu Ibrhim Chiroma 
chiromaad@yahoo.com
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By Emmanuel Yawe

Haiti, where is your Fidel Castro?
he recent natural disaster — failed in Ills mission out ultimately suc-

T  again put Haiti on the spot. 
Natural disasters as the name 
suggest are things that hap­
pen just like that. Science has 

tried to understand and explain them. But 
to the extent that they take the most sci­
entifically conscious country, the United 
States of America by surprise suggests 
that these are products of cosmic order 
or disorder that defy rational compre­
hension.

The tragedy of it all is that disasters 
like earthquake do not even spare ill fated 
countries like Haiti - castrated as they 
already are - with avoidable human disas­
ters. This is one country in the world, first 
only to our dear Nigeria, which should 
have been spared the additional baggage 
of the most recent calamity.

A brief look at the chronology of Hai­
tian history reveals that this is a country 
with a truly resilient people. Her citizens 
defiantly fought off slavery, oppressive 
leadership and survived countless mas­
sacres and civil wars. Haitians proudly 
proclaimed themselves the first black 
republic in the world in 1804. Against all 
odds, they have stubbornly remained one 
to this day.

What is known as Haiti today is said to 
have been ‘discovered’ by the adventurer 
Christopher Columbus on December 5 
1492. He called it the island of Hispaniola. 
At the time the island was under the con­
trol of Spain. But in 1697, they ceded it to 
the French crown at the treaty of Ryswick 
and it became known as “Saint Domin-

A brief look at the 
chronology of Haitian 
history reveals that this 
f$acoiffitrywitha|S|j 
resilient people

ique”. From that time to 1791, it became 
the richest colony in the world and its 
capital, Cap Francais was known as the 
Paris of the New World. But that was the 
biggest contradiction that plagued and 
still plagues Haitian history up till day.

The seeming prosperity of "Saint 
Dominique” was founded on unsustain­
able injustice. Its economy was based on 
slavery. It was a regime of extraordinary 
cruelty. The 500,000 black slaves were 
routinely flogged, starved and buried 
alive for minor offences. Naturally, it got 
to a point where the black slaves who were 
domiciled in the northern section of the 
country revolted against their mulatto 
tormentors and,overlords from south. 
Led by Boukman, a voodoo hangman, the 
black slaves in 1791 started a mass rebel­
lion to assert their fundamental rights as 
human beings.

By 1796, the revolt had produced a 
leader by the name Toussaint L’Ouverture, 

' an educated herb doctor and military 
leader. He managed to restore order, 
ended the mindless massacres and 
restored some of the prosperity for which 
Saint Dominique had been famous world 
wide. But the gains attained by the black 
revolutionaries attracted the attention 
of Napoleon Bonaparte who dispatched 
an army of 34,000 to subdue the slave 
armies and retake the colony for France. 
The leader of this campaign, Leclerc

ceeded in seizing Toussaint L’Ouverture 
and deported him to France where he 
died in a year. By 1802, the French arro­
gantly reintroduced slavery thus trigger­
ing off another round of rebellions and 
massacres:

The anarchy thus introduced led to 
the unilateral proclamation in 1804 of an 
independent black Republic of Haiti by 
Jacques Dessalines. But by 1806, Dessa- 
lines the liberator became victim of an 
assassin’s bullet for his efforts. His death 
led civil war again between the south 
(under General Petion) and the north 
(under Henry Christophe). Christophe 
turned out to be a tyrant who tortured 
his people until he committed suicide 
in 1820. General Boyer took over, ended 
the civil war and paid 150 million French 
Francs to obtain official independence 
from France. The history of the country 
for the rest of that century is a chronicle 
of rivalry and violence between mulatto 
and elite blacks. We had a succession of 
heads of states who took office by violent 
means and were also taken out in coffins.

It would have been a different story if 
Haiti’s prosperous, strong and powerful 
neighbour, the United States of Amer­
ica had taken progressive interest in the 
affairs of the troubled country. But up this 
point the USA was itself bogged down by 
its own slavery practices and racial prob­
lems that gave birth to a fratricidal civil 
war. Thus Haiti entered the 20th century 
on a grim note. When the USA moved in 
1915, they did so, on a wrong note. They 
simply invaded the country and took it 
over. Haitian patriots resided the occu­
pation until the Americans were forced 
to leave in 1934.

The biggest all time disaster for Haiti 
came in 1957 when Francois Duvalier, 
a doctor and union leader was elected 
president. Duvalier, also known as ‘Papa 
Doc’, terrorized the country, rooting out 
any and all opponents to his administra­
tion. He was a practicing voodooist, his 
loa being Baron Samedi, the guardian 
of cemeteries and a harbinger of death. 
He ensured his power through his pri­
vate militia, the tonton macoutes (which 
means in Creole, “uncle bogeyman”). By 
1964, Duvalier changed the constitution 
and installed himself president for life.

He died in 1971 and was succeeded by 
his son Jean Claude, at age 19 (also known 
as ‘Baby Doc’). By this time Haiti became 
the poorest country in the western hemi­
sphere (and remains so to this day). It 
is not just material poverty that plagues 
Haiti; it is poverty of ideals that exhibits 
itself in a primitive political system.

The Haitian system of government in 
this digital age is based amazingly on sor­
cery and voodoo. This explains why when 
a disaster like the recent earthquake takes 
place; there is no system to fall back on 
in the country to absorb the shocks. All 
forms of relief have to come from abroad. 
It is during such times that USA tries to 
make the point that they are the paragon 
of human civilization.

But Haiti deserves better. The resil­
ient people of this country need to look 
inwards for their salvation. Cuba with 
its tortured history was in a similar mess 
before 1959. Fidel Castro led a revolution 
that ended it all.

Yawe, a former magazine editor, 
wrote from Abuja

6 £ By Mohammed Hassan

Remembering Mamman B. Ali

I
.- u^v/ IvUa^ ohxvc

we lost a great visionary, 
Senator M am m an Bello 
Ali, form er governor o f  

i Yobe State, who died on 
January 27 ,2009  in a U S hospital. 
He w as a m entor par excellence. 
We were very close.

The day before he left for the 
U S, he called m e around 8:30pm  
and asked me m eet him at his resi­
dence in Abuja. When I got there, 
nobody w as in the com pound 
except the policem en at the gate. 
He was alone in his living room  
and I asked why,there was nobody 
with him, because it was unusual. 
He said: ‘I asked everybody to go; 
it is only you I want to see.’ We dis­
cussed m any issues for about 45 
minutes and he saw m e o ff to my 
car. I asked him  when he would 
return and he replied: “M oham ­
m ed, sai kun ganni” m eaning: 
Until you see me. It w as the last 
time I would see him alive.

M any knew Ali first as a Sen­
ator and later as G overnor o f 
Yobe State. But few people knew 
the quintessential M am m an Ali 
beyond his forays in politics. I 
had watched and adm ired Ali for 
a long tim e but our paths finally 
crossed in January 2007. Our rela­
tionship was based on true friend­
ship, m utual respect, and robust 
intellectual interaction. Beyond 
the political exploits o f  Ali, he 
was a man o f courage. He was pur- 
pose-driven, especially propelled

z r* r  While in government 
it was obvious to even 
the most cynical that 
Mamman Ali meant 
well for the state

by high principles which he never 
com prom ised before his death.

W hile in governm ent, it was 
obvious to even the m ost cyni­
cal that M am m an Ali m eant 
well for the state. H is capacity 
for work was prodigious. He was 
not only extremely hardworking 
but equally devoted to his duties. 
Indeed, he was a selfless leader.

A li lived his life guided by 
the principle o f  service 
to humanity. Indeed, his 

principled view o f issues under­
lined his actions. In his own 
words: “one thing that is control­
ling m y actions is principle. You 
can decide to die for your prin­
ciple; you can refuse to change 
because o f your principle. It is not 
how old you are or how experi­
enced you are, but how you have 
been cultured over life. I have 
been cultured to appreciate noth­
ing more than m y principle which 
I have built over time.” Sadly, while 
serving as a Governor o f  Yobe 
Sate, M am m an Ali was completely 
m isunderstood by a lot o f  people.

m  m s 3 /4  days in office, Ali 
shone like a m illion stars driven 
by principles. As a strong advocate 
o f accountability, he sanitized the 
civil service and em barked on 
upward review o f  workers’ sala­
ries. A m ong his m ost m em ora­
ble projects included the con­
struction o f  about 600 housing 
units. The late governor built 17 
boarding prim ary schools, Yobe 
Turkish College and FM  radio 
station. He awarded the contract 
for the reconstruction o f Potis- 
kum -G ashua road, construction

Among his most 
memorable projects

V *
included the con­
struction of about 
60Q housing units

o f  three ultra m odern hospitals 
and also revitalized decaying 
infrastructures including, Dam a- 
turu ring road, Yobe A lum inum  
factory, fertilizer blending plant 
(in fact a great deal o f  effort was 
m ade to set up a fertilizer blend­
ing plant in the state). He also had 
his sight set on expanding the 
business potentials o f  his people 
by facilitating trade with neigh­
bouring countries in the spirit 
o f  the Econom ic Com m unity o f 
West A frican ^tates (ECOW AS). 
That was the principle behind the 
construction o f G eidam -M aina- 
Sorowa road which links the state 
with N iger Republic. U ndoubt­
edly, Ali left an indelible footprint 
on the sands o f time.

B orn in Jim eta town o f 
Adamawa State in 1958, he 
attended Kaduna Polytech­

nic for his H N D  and also bagged 
two degrees in Construction and 
Extension from  Tuskegee U ni­
versity, A labam a, United States. 
He worked for 15 years as Sen­
ior Engineer in the Borno State 
M inistry o f  Works and retired in 
1990. He also established private 
com panies before venturing into 
politics. He was first elected Sena­
tor to represent Yobe South C on ­
stituency in 1999 and re-elected 
in 2003.

He became the 7th Governor o f 
Yobe State on M ay 29,2007.

The m em ory o f his greatness 
however lingers in our m inds. 
A nd his achievements and vision 
will continue to serve as the 
benchm ark for responsible and 
effective governance for years to 
come. M am m an Ali m ay be gone, 
but he lives in the m inds o f  his 
true friends and the m illions o f 
people upon w hose m em ory he 
left unforgettable m arks as a pro­
gressive leader. M ay his soul rest 
in perfect peace.

H assan  was Com m issioner fo r  
Finance in the adm inistration o f 
late Governor Ali.
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ByTunde Asaju

Your Letters
Letter to CBN 
governor
W hile your courage 

and determina­
tion in exposing 
the enshrined cul­

ture of brazen thefts, betrayal of 
trust with impunity by the sacked 
bank MDs and their Boards is 
worthy o f commendation by all 
genuine stakeholders in the bank­
ing industry, your obviously well 
intended and publicly applauded 
efforts at sanitizing the nation’s 
banking industry appears to be 
heading for derailment if care is 
not taken.

It is fundamental to observe 
that any CBN initiated policy of 
allowing the new managements 
to accommodate the yet to be 
determined losses arising from 
deliberate and gross betrayal of 
trusts by the sacked bank Boards

and Chief Executives is, to say the 
least, carpeting their irresponsi­
ble acts of dishonesty. Such CBN 
-  Decision will send wrong sig­
nal is to the investing public 
because it is certain to trivialize 
the on-going investigations into 
the extent o f fraud committed. 
Besides, it will tempt the security 
agencies and other institutions 
involved with the investigations 
and recovery into complacency 
and complicity with the shame­
less thieves and betrayers of trust.

Secondly, the CBN and the 
anti-corruption authorities need 
to be carrying the investing public 
along by giving details of further 
discoveries by the new manage­
ments to all stakeholders and the 
general public, unless the inten­
tion of the authorities is to carpet

or sweep under, the startling new 
discoveries. The more wrongdo­
ings discovered the more charges 
and intense recovery efforts for 
avoidance of easy reoccurrence.

The CBN should therefore 
enlighten the Nigerian Public 
of their new discoveries against 
the sacked executives and their 
Boards as to do otherwise will 
mean or mark a U-turn on the 
part of the CBN authorities from 
their noble course.

While hoping for more grease 
to your elbows, this is to also wish 
you good luck in your efforts 
to become the Emir of Kano in 
future.

Dr Maude Aminun-Kano, 
Department o f Accounting, ABU, 
Zaria.

Text us on 08131800030
Who to blame for Jos crises?
FEDERAL Government, of 
course. They should tell us what 
happened to all those taken to the 
Police Force Headquarters follow­
ing the 2008 and 2010 Jos crises. 
The police released them with­
out prosecution. Now lets see 
what will happen to those taken 
to Abuja for their involvement in 
the 2010 crisis.
SUNDAY I. Igbe, 08060085233.

Another sign of failure
THE National Assembly has 
failed the nation on Jos crises. 
First it was constitution review, 
electoral reform, and m>w this. 
There is no point the nation 
wastes fund on them.
LAWAN Abba Shettima, 
08065454130.

What about us?
SO Nigeria donated $1.5 mil­
lion to Haiti. What has Nigeria 
donated to Jos victims?
KHALEEL, Karu, Abuja, 
08037872545.

We hear you, too
THE Jos crisis is beyond the 
manipulation of your paper. It is 
in public domain. Was it Chris­
tians that attacked the church that 
fateful Sunday? Why always the 
Hausa-Fulani of Jos? What about 
Igbo, Yoruba, Kanuris, Urhobo, 
Nupe, Tiv and others? This ongo­
ing propaganda, as crude as it is 
by your paper will not stand the 
test o f time. Truth pressed to the 
ground will rise again.
SAMITI, Jos, 08052194515.

Kuru Karam a
THE massacre in this village 
must be investigated. The U.N., 
A.U and all human rights groups 
must stand up to ensure the per­
petrators are brought to book. 
Sweeping this under the carpet 
may mean we haven’t seen the 
end. Allah forbid!
MALLAM Mohammed, Kano, 
08030432366.

The message in Obasanjo's ranting
OBASANJO bared his mind dur-

ing the Media Trust Dialogue and 
the rumblings and flurries that fol­
low did nothing to address the real 
issue he raised. The real issue is of 
Obasanjo choosing a president for 
us. What section of the constitu­
tion gives an incumbent president 
or governor the right to choose 
his successor? That is what we 
should be talking about, because it 
is becoming like tradition for our 
rulers to impose whoever they like, 
not who we like, on us.
SABO A. Shehu, Kaduna, 
07039107332.

Not for an elder statesman
WHAT was attributed to him is odi­
ous..! Obasajo should mind his own 
business since there has never been 
a time when his predecessor engaged 
in any poke-nosing mission during 
his eight years of economic misman­
agement. He should also realise that, 
his calculation against a section of 
this country is a failure. Baba! Think 
of another agenda.
ABDULLAHI Dangaladiman 
Takatuku, Abuja, 08035861962.

Obasanjo's Hilton 
declaration

ext time you hear or see Maurice Iwu yapping 
about being the umpire of the most credible elec­
tions ever conducted in Nigeria, please don’t blame 
him. He wouldbe right. Only he truly didn’t know 

u l • L ~, He cou,dn t have known it until last Thursday
when his big boss, Olusegun Obasanjo made the Hilton Declara­
tion. Truth is there was no election in 2007, but for compensation 
there was a selection. Now, if you majored in pharmacology, you 
could be pardoned if you don’t know the difference between the 
two, after all they have sonic similarity. In fairness, Iwu was not 
a member of the selection panel. He was not even an umpire; 
rather he was a regent, called to coronate a successor. Let the 
reader be conscious that Nigeria is not a democracy, it could 
hardly be. Even chanced Liberian leader, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 
now understands it. In Africa power is not bestowed, it is taken. 
The violent take it by force and the cunning take it by wuruwuru 
Any semblance to Iwu’s name is pure onomatopoeia.

Children, like imbeciles think that they know what is best for 
them, but their parents know better. Now we know how much 
Obasanjo loves Nigeria -  so much he does the thinking for us; so 
much he chooses what is best for us. After all only a wicked par­
ent will allow his child put his nimble hands in fire just because 
it resembles a rose flower. Obasanjo believes that all Nigerians 
are fools and that he is PDP’s benign sage appointed to save us 
from ourselves. Never mind that there is one Nobel laureate 
one Pulitzer Prize winner and several internationally acclaimed 
pru s and geniuses among us. To which of them did Abdulsa-
“ 2“  t S 8* "  tur?  K 0re goin8 t0 Yola Prison t0 release a sage. 
Who did he consult before Obasanjo’s coronation as president?
It there was such a one, let him speak on behalf of Arewa or 
forever keep quiet.

I am therefore bitter, that, rather than carry OBJ shoulder 
high and write eulogies about his patriotism, some people are 
saying that he insulted us by confessing that he single-handedly 
Plc, Umoru as a successor. As chief examiner the successor 
criteria he set is so hard to fill especially from educationally dis­
advantaged northern Nigeria How many educated people come
from the north? Very few? In 1983, his long search only {Produced 
a retired school teacher in Sokoto; in 2007, with higher entry 
credentials he found one in Katsina with a master’s degree, shows 
how far the north has improved in a mere 24 years. If the suc­
cessor scertificate of fitness was bought from Oluwole must you 
blame Obj for that? After all we all know that doctor’s scribble 
to confiise us and preserve their certificate-endowed license to 
either kill or cure us.

Except you come from Ekiti where there are one professor 
for every thatched hut, you should appreciate that the north can­
not boast of too many people qualified to hold Nigeria together 
better than Umoru. He has done a good job of it with the elas- 

!  sPlttle- We northerners should all be grateful to 
OBJ for favouring us always. And those of you who think he
nu Sp° ken about the J°s crisis> how naive could you

ail be. The Yoruba have a saying - Gambari pa Fulani, ko lejo - 
meaning if a Hausa man kills a Fulani man, its merely a quarrel 
between brothers, let no outsider intervene. If some people say 
they are middle belt in the north, OBJ knows about a monolithic 
north and Plateau would forever remain part of it Onlv wise 
men know this. 1

OBJ advised Umoru to tow the path of honour. It takes an 
honourable man to come up with such counsel. How honourable 
could a man be, spending N15 billion on third term and losing 
it in the process without prosecution and yet endowed with the 
rare privilege of choosing a successor? That was an honourable 
project, ask Ibrahim Mantu. Which one of you has taken OBJ 
to task for selling our common patrimony to a select few of his 
lackeys. Which one of you has filed a case against him for embez­
zlement or corruption? I know honourable men like Lawrence 
Amm Monday Osunbor, and Iyamu. All hail the honourable 
man of Otta. Umoru should toe the line of honour truly - he 
should return’ not in a wheelchair, but on his feet and if that is 
medically impossible, NTA should have a way with it exclusively.

I hear Fela’s singing- Inject the second base -
Obj the basket mouth wan start to yab again o - well 

well;
na true him wan talk again o - well well;
If Baba dey lie o - well well,
Make landi punish him o, well well;
Edumarepunish him o - well well...
Abeg inject bass guitarjare, Aremu of Otta wan dance naked; 

make una encourage am.
(tundeasaju@yahoo. co. uk)
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Containing 
thequelea 

bird menace
R ecent media reports have indicated the re-emergence 

of quelea birds in some parts of the country, especially 
in the North. The voracious birds are known to have 
infested states like Yobe, Bauchi and Gombe in the North 
East, and Katsina and Sokoto in the North West. Minis­

try of Agriculture officials of some of the affected states confirmed 
that the destructive birds invaded farms and decimated farmlands, 
eating up crops and other vegetation whose worth is estimated in the 
millions of naira. The annual migration of these flying pests, usually 
at this time of the year, is often a source for serious concern among 
farmers and others who depend on the land and its produce for sub- 1 
sistence and livelihood. As part of measures to curb the problem, the 
Federal Governmenthas announced a plan to sign Memoranda of 
Understanding (MOU) with 12 states namely Sokoto, Kebbi, Kano 
Zamfara, Katsina, Jigawa, Bauchi, Gombe, Borno, Yobe, Adamawa 
and Taraba. The MOU is for 2009 /2010 cropping season and is to 
cost N760 million with the states contributing N304 million. The 
Federal Government is expected to pay 60 percent and states, the 
balance of 40 percent.

Pests, such as locust, grasshoppers, among others are impedi­
ments to productive livestock and crop production in Nigeria and 
several other countries in the West Africa sub-region. However, que­
lea birds are known to be prevalent only in tropical Africa and they 
come in the dry season. They move in large numbers and destroy 
crops on their path. Virtually any green vegetation is fair game. Sub­
sistence farmers are mostly the victims.

Although there is an organization known as West African Pest 
Control to deal with the problem, it is doubtful whether it is capable, 
or has been empowered by the regional inter-governmental organs 
to carry out its mandate. Moreover, it is on record that the minis­
ters of agriculture of countries prone to quelea bird attacks in the 
region only once held a meeting on such impediments to protect and 
promote livestock and crop production in the continent; there is no 
evidence any effective solution has so far been found to deal with the 
quelea bird menace. There is an urgent need therefore to tackle the 
problem at sub-regional, regional and global levels. The problem is 
transnational and therefore international solution must be found for 
it. We recommend that Nigeria, being the acknowledged regional, 
giant should lead the way in this regard.

T he problem requires a concerted and comprehensive solution. 
The region has specialists that can be consulted on the way 
forward. For example, if there are treated seedlings or chemi­

cals to be planted and spread to reduce the capability of the birds to 
reproduce, and thereby crippling their ability to migrate to subse­
quent farms or nations. Such treated seeds are available and should 
be procured and distributed to farmers for use, even if for a limited 
number of seasons until the menace is curbed, or reduced to a mini­
mum. It is a sad situation that after farmers have worked very hard 
in a year and are about to harvest their produce, only for quelea birds, 
grasshoppers or locusts to descend on them and cause them havoc.

If efforts being made to improve food production are to succeed, 
much attention must be paid to stopping these impediments that 
could make nonsense of their work. Stakeholders must come together 
to discuss what steps to take to deal with these perennial problems. 
Many African countries face some problems that affect food produc­
tion such as floods and drought which are natural disasters. Because 
most farmers on the continent do not engage in mechanized farm­
ing, and therefore may lack the required wherewithal, governments 
should come to their aid in fending off these threats.
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P lateau State was a tinder 
box waiting for just a small 
spark to ignite the explo­
sion of violence witnessed 
from last Sunday. Prior to 

that, even if you were blinded and 
deafened by bias and insensitivity, 
you could not help but recognize that 
the Government and its agencies were 
walking the extra mile to counsel the 
communities to living at peace with 
one another. Catchy tunes of a new 
world on the plateau ruled by the 
sinking of differences and uniting to 
fight the common enemy of poverty 
and.want wefe splashed persistently 
and intermittently between radio and 
TV programmes of similar themes. 
But you could also apprehend that 
there was tension in the air, with 
tremors each time the political gladi­
ators poked the embers of hatred to 
maintain their relevance and strangle­
hold on the common folk that many 
of them economically abused black 
and blue while in office. It is indeed 
sad and unfortunate that the govern­
ment’s efforts were not rewarded with 
the peace prayed for, thanks to these 
callous tin gods. To their shameful 
credit, we did not successfully build 
reconciliation and confidence among 
the ordinary folk even as we preachecl 
peace. Inflammatory and abusive lan­
guage was common on street comers 
with threats of retaliation from both 
religious groups, most of this, echoes 
of pronouncements of the opponents 
of Governor Jang.

Dealing with this would have 
taken care of the reported altercation 
over the rebuilding of Alhaji Garba’s 
destroyed property that is said to have 
sparked of the riots. The media was 
itself mischievous in handling first 
press information (no fault of theirs; 
media needs managing), such that 
pitted the arbiter - the Police against 
Muslims.

T he Commissioner of Police 
gaffed when he used only one 
truth - the fact that arrests 

made in the St Michaels Catholic 
Church attacks were of Muslim youth 
in fake military ordinances! The 
media reported this without adding 
what they already knew of the Satur­
day instance at Alhaji Garba’s dam­
aged property, until the JNI brought 
its press release accusing the police of 
partisanship, as if that incident justi­
fied the killings at St Michael. Media 
also gave a  blind eye to the media­
tory efforts of the Government Inter­
religious Committee, JNI, CAN, and 
other notable patriots of both reli­
gions who stood side by side to stave 
off the conflict from spilling over into 
their area. Foreign media especially 
the Hausa Service has acted as if they 
stood to benefit if the wanton destruc­
tion of life and property continued or 
escalated and no chance should be 
given to reconciliation arid peace.

Media handling of the crisis along 
partisan lines is capable of polarizing 
the Federal and State Governments 
on the one hand, and the security 
outfits who must play their special­
ized roles in dealing with this ticking 
time-bomb. The Police Commis­
sioner going public with his arrest 

. of Muslim combatants in fake mili­
tary ordinances must have gotten 3 
Armoured Division apprehensive. 
The army is sensitive to any hint of 
civilian misuse or any use of army 
uniforms. On the other hand, the

Timawus 
Mathias

tim m athias@ yahoo.com ____________

oversight of the Commissioner of 
Police on the previous day’s alterca­
tion on the site of the damaged build­
ing gave the army a needed defensive 
PR toe hold. With the VP’s national 
address, and the tour of the Chief of 
Army Staff and the National Security 
Advisor was achieved an understand­
ing that became visible the following 
day when all media reported that the 
Military had taken total control of 
security in Jos, relieving the police of 
all security duty. Clearly, the constitu­
tion had been breached, and in sulk­
ing obedience, Onovo’s men stayed in 
their barracks on Saturday. In effect, 
this was seen as a state of emergency 
in place.

ing as compatriots. When they 1 
sell land or intermarry withou 
nessing politicians or those reli 
impostors, they do so under thi; 
ner of this love. I know that nr 
George, who is in school in Jo 
lives off campus in the area beJ 
photo laboratory and his frien 
neighbour Buhari, who lives wi 
widowed mother of 5 other ch: 
will relieve the pain of packing 
belongings and just saying good 
Sunday night, walking away to 
from the neighbourhood they 1 
loved and lived in for years, de 
ing each other from hunger, tht 
floods, and lack of water in thei; 
They have both vowed not to i 
to the area. Two homes left to u 
and unreligious arsonists, two 
lies internally displaced in a 
abundant with cheap resources 

I would like my son and his 1 
friend Buhari reunited, I woul 
Buhari’s widowed mother

£ £  Any witness to the pace of
development in Jos would agree th; 
Governor Jang is the last person to 
want a religious crisis now or anytin

The Press release by the army on 
Saturday insinuating a misunder­
standing and restating police pow­
ers may have controlled the damage 
made by the breach, and Abuja may 
have intervened. There must still be 
a lump in Ogbonna Onovo’s throat if 
constitutional police powers are jeop­
ardized. If indeed the captured “uni­
formed youth” have been taken from 
the police by the army, they should be 
handed back to the Police for pros­
ecution after full investigation.

There are problems in Plateau 
State that are not helped by unfounded 
rumour and false and malicious 
alarms and allegations. The GOC 
3 Division Major General Maina is 
Muslim, but this does not justify any 
insinuation of complicity on the part 
of the Army in the reported use of 
fake military ordinances. There is no 
sense in coaxing revenge or escalation 
as the underdogs would resort to ter­
rorism and this would burn the coun­
try. Armageddon. God forbid. Instead 
we should speak and act reconcilia­
tion, and call all refugees back to their 
homes with a new try at peace and 
harmony, and ensure security. This is 
the only win-win situation.

In the same vein, once normalcy 
is restored, Governor Jang should 
issue a Government White 'Paper 
on the Ajibola panel report and also 
apply the full weight of the law on all 
indicted persons. This is even as the 
Abisoye panel is also undertaking its 
own inquisition. A major factor to the 
reoccurrence of these wanton killings 
is the fact that governments tend to 
shy away from goring the guilty oxen 
because of the fear of the oxen or the 
owners. Government should fear­
lessly apply the law without caring 
whose ox or which ox is gored.

The ordinary citizens more than 
anyone else suffer destabilization as 
they are simple poor Muslims and 
Christians, bonded in sincere uncon­
ditional love as they daily crisscross 
the stony roads of Jos to eke out a liv­

her old roof with her small ch 
enjoying the neighbourhood 
again, assured by a sincere gc 
ment of safety. I would like a i 
on this investment, and a new d 
achievable only if we try with v 
Godly hearts.

Any witness to the pace of < 
opment in Jos would agree that 
ernor Jang is the last person tc 
a religious crisis now or an; 
It is obvious Jang, by his acti 
beginning to deserve a secon> 
ure from a home that did not i 
nize to honour its own prophei 

( they see dual carriageways and 
lighting, potable water, and a ret 

* reckoning as a credible state eco 
Jang has restored the hitherto 
lematic salary to normalcy, ant 
further to redeem the default 
payment of counterpart fundi 
Millennium Development Goal 
Universal Basic Education, Bas 
Primary Health, Local Empowe 
initiatives and the like. Plateai 
now has a stable and credible 
ury, and Local Councils are ac 
ing aspirations through cash 1 
development projects.

P
olitical opponents do n< 
this type of paradigm 
Their attitude to the 

Administration and their use c 
omous vitriol accounts in the 
for the tensions in the State. C 
however, Jang had built bridges 
to all political isolations, gon 
“begged” Yar’adua and the Lo 
the Manor at the PDP’ Wadata! 
headquarters. He had withdraw 
cases he instituted against tht 
eral Government, and the cred 
of his patriotic zeal for Plateau 
out regard to religion or ethnic 
longer in doubt. In his broadc 
the State, Jang was sincere aboi 
Twice, he solemnly broadcast 
state and you could see the hu 
apprehension in his passionatt 
sages.
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C o n g
The Executive Governor of Kano State 

Malam Ibrahim Shekarau
The Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustee of the 
Hadejia Jama’are Komadugu Yobe Basin Trust Fund and the. 
entire staff wishes to congratulate Maliam (Dr) Ibrahim Shekarar 
for his recent conferment and turbanning as the first Sardauna 
of Kano. » s,

Mallam's sterling qualities and dedication to public service, which 
this honor bestowed on him recognized, has always been very 
evident to us at the Trust Fund, not only because df his laudable 
performance as a Riparian Governor, but also for being one erf the 
founding fathers of the Trust Fund, who contributed immensely to 
its success to date. '

May Allah's guidance and strength, from which you have been 
drawing your strength and direction, continue to be with you 
Maliam.

We wish you more success in your future endeavors, and hope 
mat your government will continue to give more support to enable 
the trust fund stand on it’s feet.

Maliam (Dr) Ibrahim Shekarau
Alhaji (Dr) Ado Bayero, CFR, LLD, JP.

A  JUSTIN .U. AKEM fit SONS LTD.
Petroleum Conference/Seminar Paraphenalia O F F I P P -B S S S t  *  Transportation ^  Manaaement Consultants OFFICE.

X  Tourism Development 
X  Events Management

X  Conference/Seminar Paraphenalia 
^  Management Consultants 

NG O ’S Management 
*  General Suppliers etc.

EXCELLENT JOB OPPORTUNITIES!!!

OFFICE:
No A1 Ahmadu Bello Way,
Behind UBA Building (Aruwa House) 
Kaduna - Nigeria
Tel: 080-23958875, 080-66946893  
Email: jonaansha@yahoo.com

Our client, an emerging leader in the Hospitality/Tourism Industry, 
with world class facilities and presence in the heart of Kaduna” 
requires for immediate employment, seasoned professionals to 
join its winning team.

POSITIONS
1. Receptionist 8.
2. Housekeeper 9 .
3. Waiter/Waitress 10.
4. Chef/Cooks 11.
5. Security Personnel 12.
6. Maintenance Technicians 13.
7. Stores/Purchasing Officer 14.

Laundry Personnel 
Cleaners/Gardeners 
Front Office Supervision 
House Keeping Supervision 
F & B Supervisor 
Accountant/Auditor 
Operation Manager

REQUIREMENTS
All positions require candidate with appropriate qualifications and 
at least Five (5) years experience in the Hospitality/Tourism 
industry, either Local or International and must be target driven, 
self motivated and result oriented.

All candidates must possess demonstrable skills of their 
competencies in the positions applied.

Computer knowledge and membership of professional body is an 
added advantage.

REMUNERATION
This is very attractive and among the best in the Industry, but 
commensurate with skills, qualifications and experiences 
possessed.

THE MODE OF APPLICATION!
Interest persons should forward their hand written application, 
one passport photograph with a detailed resumes to the 
address below, within on week of this publication to the:

*

MANAGING CONSULTANT JUSTIN U. AKEM & SONS LTD 
SUITE C 32, (2ND FLOOR)

(BEHIND NUT BUILDING OR AFTER LEGACY HOUSE) 
MONGADISHU LAYOUT CITY CENTER, KADUNA OR 

APPLY ONLINE BY SENDING YOUR APPLICATION & C.V. 
TO manaqer@africoh.com

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRES. CAI I • 
08023958875, 08099651206

Signed: 
Management

COPORflTE HEAD OFFICE: No 20 Ushongo Striiet, GHoKo East Makurdi, Benue State - Nigeria

mailto:jonaansha@yahoo.com
mailto:manaqer@africoh.com
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In total submission to Allah’s Will, It is one year 
now, since Allah (S.W.T) the GIVER AND 
TAKER OF LIFE, called our late Governor, 
Senator Mamman Bello Ali to the great beyond.

' ‘ 4

Sometimes they say; ‘the qualities of great men 
are mostly identified after their demise from the 
world’. This has indeed manifested in the case of 
Senator Mamman Bello Ali, fondly called MAL by 
his friends and associates.

Today, more than ever before, the people of Yobe 
State remember the exemplary leadership of 
MAL which was rooted on prudent management 
of resources and aggressive infrastructural 
development. While he was alive, MAL exhibited 
proactive approach to governance, self 
discipline, integrity and initiated a great vision 
that was pursued with vigorous and convincing 
commitments towards the making of Yobe a 
model state in Nigeria.

Despite MAL'S demise, we are today consoled 
by the fact that every Yobean and 
indeed the friends of our dear state, now more 
than ever before, regard Mamman Ali as some 
one who meant well for the people.

May Allah in His Infinite wisdom make it possible 
for MAL's good vision to be attained in Yobe and 
May Allah reward his great vision and exemplary 
conducts with Aljanna Firdaus! May He also 
guide, protect and bless Mamman Ali's family, 
the good people of Yobe State and Nigeria at 
large!

r e m e m b e r  kiw

Signed
MOHAMMED HASSAN
Commissioner for Finance in Mamman Ali’s administration
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RAAJIUN
INNA U LI AH I

t  W A  I N N A  I L A I H I R

Its one yeai- since MAL left us...
Life they say is very transient, some even say the world is like 
a market place where many go shopping and he or she who 
finishes buying leaves for home (dies to retire in the grave).

This view was well held by the late Governor Mamman Bello 
Ali and at all times he reminded every one especially those of 
us close to him that leadership was about trust and hence 
must be discharged with all sense of responsibility. This, 
apparently, was why he steered the affairs of Yobe State with 
patriotism and fear of God from the time he was sworn in 
2007 as Governor to the time he died in January, 2009.

I also pray that Allah blesses; guides and protects 
Mamman Ali’s successor, Governor Ibrahim Gaidam, his 
government and the entire people of Yobe State and the 
rest of Nigerians.

May Allah admit MAL into Aijanna Firdaus out of His 
mercies to all His servants and when it is time for those of 
us alive to join him, May Allah make us die as righteous 
persons and may He also grant us His mercies in the 
hereafter!

From Allah we all come from and to Him we shall all return 
(sooner or later)!

Mamman Ali had an adoring dream for Yobe and he laid 
solid foundation for the attainment of that dream through 
the numerous projects and policies he initiated to which 
the people ofYobe remain appreciative.

Out of foresight, the late Mamman Ali identified another 
patriot as his deputy governor who later succeeded him. 
Alhaji Ibrahim Gaidam has since taking over from MAL as 
the governor ofYobe State in 2009, proved to be a bridge 
between recovery and growth making him a worthy 
successor. Not only has he continued the good 
programmes of the late Mamman Ali,' Gaidam has 
equally introduced numerous other projects and policies 
in line with the vision he shares with the late Mamman Ali 
for Yobe State and its citizens.

Though he is gone, the memories of the late Mamman 
Bello Ali remain fresh in our hearts especially given his 
firm obsession to move Yobe to an enviable position in 
the comity of states in Nigeria. '

It is my fervent prayer that Allah bestows His mercies on 
the late Mamman Ali and bequeaths His bounties and 
blessings to the entire family of the late Governor.

Signed
ALHAJI ALKALI JAJERE
Commissioner for Works, Yobe State
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ONE YEAR. JUST YESTERDAY

Apart from his numerous contributions to the growth of the old Borno (now, Borno 
and Yobe States) in the civil service and later in private business, the late Senator 
Mamman Bello Ali performed creditably in discharging his legislative works that 

helped in moving Nigeria forward while serving as Senator of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria from 1999 to 2007. MAL, as we called him, was frank, intelligent, honest, 
principled, pragmatic and selfless in his attitude to live for the good of the society.

As the Executive Governor ofYobe State from 2007 until his death in 2009, his personal 
and outstanding leadership qualities became more widely acknowledged. Though he 
spent barely two years in office, MAL assessed Yobe, identified its challenges, drew up 
strategies for the development of the state and laid solid foundations in virtually all sectors 
for the state to become a force to be reckoned with in future. The foundations he laid 
remain the reference points in the state today.

His exit, though still leaves us with very heavy hearts, has now, more that before, made 
Yobeans to realise what a legend he was and his exit has brought out MAL's consummate 
equalities that have added up to his legacies in Yobe State and beyond.

We mourn Mamman Ali as a patriot that he was while we pray that Allah offers His mercies 
to him and grant him Aljanna. We also pray that Allah corttmually protect and bless his 
families and the rest of us in Yobe and Nigeria in general.

His death will ever remain fresh in our hearts.

Allah Ya jikan Gwamna Mamman Ali, Ya mai gafara da Rahama!

Signed
ALHAJI BABACIROMA& FAMILY

.

INNA IILIAHIWA INNA IIAIHIR RAAJIUN.
It is a year now since we lost our former 
governor, Senator Mamman Bello Ali. 
During his life time, MAL touched the lives of 
Yobe people in positive ways. He introduced 
meaningful programmes with immediate, 
medium term and long term benefits to Yobe 
state and its citizens. He was an advanced 
leader with broad minded and sufficient 
strategies towards achieving his in the 
overall interest ofYobe.

We adore this great leader; we 
as we once again extend our 
sympathy to his family and the 
and people ofYobe State over his death.

Iim him 
learts of

We however take solace in the fact that the 
late Mamman Ali’s vision and programmes 
are being well achieved under his 
successor, Governor Ibrahim Gaidam.
Gaidam has indeed, introduced more

Signed
ALHAJI G R E M A T E R A B  (Managing Director)
F°r .

MTEMunoMuiunitts linn s \
E-mail: skynetflight@yahoo.com. Tel: 08023855185, 08055719053

programmes as the late Mamman Ali would 
have desired while governance in Yobe is 
being carried out with purposefulness and 
statesmanship.

We pray that grant the late MAL His mercies 
and bless his family. We equally pray that 
Allah protect, guide and bless Governor 
Ibrahim Gaidam, who succeeded Mamman 
Ali and make his administration the most 
memorable for the people ofYobe.

Allah Ya sa Mamman Ali a cikin Aljanna tare 
da sauran wayan da su ka riga mu gidan 
gaskiya: iyayen mu; malaman mu, 
abokanan mu da yan uwan mu wayan muka 
sani da ma wayan da ba mu san su ba. Mu 
da ke raye, I dan ta mu ta zo, Allah Ya sa mu 
mutu da I’ mani Ya kuma yi mana rahama ba 
kidaya!

Late Senator Mamman Bello Ali

mailto:skynetflight@yahoo.com
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I n n a  L l l l a h l  W a  I n n a  l l a l h l  R a j l u n

J u st ic e

Exactly one year ago today, Yobe State 
and indeed Nigeria lost a leader, a patriot 
and a selfless servant of the people who 

devoted his very productive life to 
making not just our dear State 

but Nigeria as a whole great. 
One year on, we continue to remember 

this thoughtful, humble and transparent 
leader who never wavered in the defence 
of what is right; who used his vast wealth 

of experience, energy and enthusiasm 
x to impact the world around him. 

One year on, we cherish his memory in 
our hearts; we remain firm in our 

resolve to c r̂ry on With the many good 
things he had started and we continue to 

pray for the repose of his gentle soul. 
May the Almighty Allah (SWT) continue 

to grant His Excellency, Senator 
Mamman Ali eternal bliss and his family

and all of us the fortitude

Late G overnor M a m m a n  A li

S i g n e d

A L H A J I  IB R A H IM  G A ID A M  f n c a ,  c p a  

E x e c u t i v e  G o v e r n o r ,  Y o b e  S t a t e
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(LATE SENATOR MAMMAN B ALI, FORMER GOVERNOR YORE STATE)
It is exactly one year today when you return to Almighty Allah, the creator 
of the world and whatever is in it.

We remember you today and forever for your good leadership 
qualities.

As the architect of modern Yobe, the solid foundation you laid will 
always be cherished.

It is our prayer that Almighty Allah will grant you Aljannatul Firdaus. 
May He give your family and all of us who have you close to our hearts the 
fortitude to bear the irreparable loss.

Signed
ALHAJI MADU AJIJULURI
MD/CEO GEMURAM CO. NIG LTD

G O V E R N O R  M A M M A N  A L I:

O N E  Y E A R  R E M E B R A N C E — —

O ne year ago, we lost an 
amiable governor in one of our 
riparian states: Governor 

Mamman Bello Ali ofYobe State.

During his life time as Governor from 
2007 to 2009, the late Mamman Ali 
piayed a very significant role in the 
successful take off the Hadeja Jamare 
Kumadugu Yobe Basin Trust Fund 
which aims at improving water 
resource management for maximum 
use of water for agricultural and other 
purposes by citizens in the KYB 
riparian states of Yobe, Borno, 
Bauchi, Plateau, Kano and Jigawa 
and beyond.

Indeed, the late Mamman Ali 
supported the Fund in various ways 
through out his life time as governor 
and his support have been of 
tremendous help in the successes 
recorded by the Fund today.

The Fund mourns the late Mamman 
Ali and prays that God grants him 
eternal mercies.

The Fund also expresses its 
condolence once again to the families 
of the late Governor, the government 
and people of Yobe state, the 
governments of our riparian states 
and the federation at large.

While still in mourning, the Fund is 
consoled by the tremendous goodwill 
it is receiving from the current 
Governor of Yobe, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Gaidam. Governor Gaidam has 
continually been very supportive of 
the Fund and the Trust Fund 
appreciates this.

We therefore wish Governor Gaidam 
greater successes in his future 
endeavors as he marks his first year in 
office as the Executive Governor of 
Yobe State.

__________

Late Senator M am m an Bello A li Governor Ibrahim Gaidam

1 1 • • • § • * § • • # • * t t t •  # § • t • • • • # §  1 § *  §
Signed: Management 

H A D E JA  J A M A R E  K U M A D U G U  Y O B E  B A S IN  T R U ST  FUND
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°/c° Interest Payment
o n  C i v i c ,  A c c o r d  a n d  C R - V

with just 20% down payment and repayment over a period of 1 year

an d  s ta n d  the ch a n ce  o f  h av in g  y o u r  loan  repaid  in full.
T h e  H o n d a  P la c e  g iv e s  y o u  a  w o n d e rfu , c h a n c e  to  o w n  a C iv ic , A c c o rd  and  C R -V  w ith  t * is  f a n a t i c  o ffe r  fin a n c e d  by D ia m o n d  B a n k .

Osmond

Choose to repay over a longer period of up to 4 years, and with as tittle as 10% 

down payment, you could enjoy low interest rate from 17% per annum. Apply now.
* Offer valid while stock last

• Terms and conditions apply

For more details you can also contact: +234 808 CALL DBC, +234 808 2255 322, +234 1 2793500 

* 1NTER£ST-FREE AMD LOW-INTEREST LOAMS * 3 FREE SERVICES • FREE DELIVERY • 3 YEARS WARRANTY
THE HOMDA PLACE53A, Adeyemc AiaWjaAkin AdesoSa Street. W!. Lagos 0702 8442088, 0303 32S4526.060S8C 18065 Ot -8525040.01 -8520005 
VICTORIA ISLAND <*}
01-8983296, 01-8741047. 0702-3022472 
A P A P A
01-8520222. 0 ?-8524444, 0805-7701008 
U E S H A
01'8520202.01'8520778. 8520203. 0805-7761004

1K E J A
01 -8520003 01 -8741005  
0805 4799989X31 -8522062  
0702 80061 1 ?08O5 6149963. 
0702 8005924,07028022371 
LEKKI
01 -852 0001, 0603 9765 001
A B U JA
0805 4Q9999&
09-2348007,2349384.
08034099999.06C42133869.

P O R T  H ARCOUR T0805 4277777. GS4-23S31?0803 427777?. 3803 42399S9 
K ADUNA
Te)/Fax: 062-237810. 2 11289. 
08037040138. .
KANO
0805-13&SS99,0803-3264552, 
054-640862. 0803 3765 000 
0805 9765 000,0803 3617050 i

MAI0U6URI;
07028024385
08052222324
H5ADAN
08055650477
080S9785GG1

HOTLINfcS
SALftSiPWANOc
01-8520010 01-8520015, 01-8524444 
01-8520776. 01-8525040.

01-8520202,01-8520222. 01-8520207. 
01-8520203 07028442088. 
07028759613, 8520005.E-maH:
hondas3ies@stall iongroup.com 
hondaservice@staHiongroup.com  
hondacare@stalliongroup.com  
Vfebsits.
w w w . h o n d a . c o m * n g

: aaarvui^o

It is exactly one year today when you 
assumed the mantle of leadership of our 

dear state on the 27th January, 2009.

Since then, the state has witnessed rapid 
transformation in the areas of completion 
of urban and rural road networks, water 

supply, health facilities, education, 
housing scheme as well as embarking on 

new housing - 
projects among others.

' i

Long Live Your Excellency,
Long Live Yobe State,

Long Live Federal Republic of Nigeria.

GOVERNOR IBRAHIM GAIDAM FNCA, Cpk 
EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR, YOBE STATE

Signed 
ALHAJI MADU AJIJULURI
MD/CEO GEMURAM CO. NIG LTD

mailto:hondaservice@staHiongroup.com
mailto:hondacare@stalliongroup.com
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IN T E R N A T IO N A L
Search for b o d ies a n d  ev id en ce 

in E thiopian airliner crash

RESCUERS yesterday combed 
the waters off the coast of Leba­
non for victims and the black 
boxes of an Ethiopian airliner that 
crashed into the sea, with officials 
offering little hope of finding sur­
vivors.

Information Minister Tarek 
Mitri told AFP that salvage crews 
had worked through the night and 
were confident of identifying the 
area where the plane went down.

“They are scanning the area 
where the black boxes and the 
corpses are to be found and there 
should be significant progress 
today,” Mitri said, adding that* 
improved weather should facili­
tate the search operations.

Ethiopia Airlines Flight 409 
tumbled in a ball of fire into the

Mediterranean early Monday 
just minutes after takeoff from 
Beirut airport in stormy weather. 
The Boeing 737-800 bound for 
Addis Ababa had 90 passengers 
on board. All are presumed dead. 
Lebanese officials have ruled out 
foul play and said the bad weather 
was likely to blame.

Defence Minister Elias Murr 
said that the pilot of the plane had 
failed to follow instructions on 
takeoff from the control tower for 
unknown reasons. “A command 
tower recording shows the tower 
told the pilot to turn to avoid the 
storm, but the plane went in the 
opposite direction,” Murr said. 
“We do not know what happened 
or whether it was beyond the 
pilots control,” he added.

African coalition urges EU to block new ivory sales
AFRICAN nations yesterday Representatives o f the fresh authorisations from inter- torium adopted in 2007 by the told journalists, 
urged European governments 17-country Coalition for the national regulators. Convention on International Experts say some 38,000 Afri-
to resist calls for a new round of African Elephant came to Brus- “We are asking the European Trade in Endangered Species can elephants are killed each year
legal ivory sales and protect the sels seeking support after Tanza- Union to take a clear stance in (CITES),” Kenyan Forest and for their tusks —out of total num- 
worlds elephant population. nia and Zambia each requested support of a nine-year mora- Fauna Minister Noah Wekesa bers of perhaps half a million.

Special Invitation 
J.S TflRKA: THE LIFE OF A CHARISMATIC LEADER

The Central Planning Committee cordially invites your Distinguished Presence
To the Book Presentation on one of the Founding Fathers of the Nigerian nation

CHIEF J.S TARKA 
Under the distinguished Chairman of

H.E. Alhaji Shehu Shagari, GCFR (Turakin Sokoto) 
Former Executive President, Federal Republic 

of Nigeria

SPECIAL GUEST OF HONOUR
H.E. Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, GCFR 

Executive President, Federal Republic 
of Nigeria

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
Senator David Mark, GCON 

Senate President Federal Republic 
of Nigeria

Rt. Hon. Dimeji Bankole 
Honourable Speaker Federal House 

of Representatives

CHIEF LAUNCHER
Chief Dr. Abubakar Olusola Saraki 

(Wazirin llorin)
Chairman, Elders Council, Northern Union

GUEST SPEAKERS
Senator George Akume 

Chairman, Senate Committee on 
Co-poration & Integration in Africa

General T.Y. Danjuma Rtd 
Former Minister of Defence

BOON I
J  S Tarfcj; The Uf* of a :

DISTINGUISHED GUEST SPEAKER
Dr. Yusuf Maitama Sule 

(Danmasanin Kano)
Former Nigerian Permanent Representative 

to the United National

CO-SPEAKERS
Alhaji Mohammed Abubakar Rimi (CON) 

Former Executive Governor, old Kano State 
General Adeyinka Adebayo 

President, Yoruba Council of Elders 
Chief M.T. Mbu 

Chairman South-South Peoples Assembly 
Alhaji Mohammed Goni 

Former Executive Governor old Borno State 
Chief Isaac Shaahu 

Former Minister of Communication 
General IBM Haruna 

Chairman Arewa Consultative Forum 
Dn Joseph Wayas 

Former Senate President 
Chief Edwin Ume-Ezeoke 

Former Speaker House of Reps.

F a i r  Ctonga&MS* 

I * *

ROYAL FATHERS OF THE DAY
Emirs and Chiefs 

FATHERS OF THE DAY
All Former Presidents and 

Heads of State 
CHIEF HOST:

Arc Mohammed Namadi Sambo FNIA 
Executive Governor, Kaduna State 

CO-HOST 
Rt Hon Gabriel T. Suswan, 

Executive Governor, Benue State 
BOOK REVIEWER 

Prof. Ahmadu Usman Jalingo,
Vice Chancellor, Taraba State University

R.S.V.P
AIG Lawal Bawa Rtd. CON, mni 

Contact Numbers: Chairman Central Planning Committee

08035908437, 08099563081, 08037873332, 08033138164
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Car bomb hits central Baghdad, 
killing at least 18
A suicide car bomber killed 
at least 18 and injured doz­
ens more yesterday in a 
strike against a police crime 
lab in central Baghdad, a day 
after several hotels were also 
hit by suicide attacks, offi­
cials said. The latest blast 
came as family members of 
the Saddam Hussein stal­

wart known as “Chemical 
Ali” arrived in Baghdad to 
collect his body for an after­
noon burial. Ali Hassan al- 
Majid was hanged Monday 
after a series of convictions 
for atrocities that included 
mass killings and crimes 
against humanity.

This week’s bombings, all

against prominent and heav­
ily fortified targets, dealt yet 
another blow to the image of 
an Iraqi government strug­
gling to answer for security 
lapses that have allowed 
bombers to carry out a 
number of massive attacks in 
the heart of the capital since 
August.

V A C A N C Y
We are recruiting highly motivated 
candidates with good interpersonal skills 
able to work without supervision for the 

| following posts in Abuja/ Kaduna 
F R O N T  O F F I C E  C O O R D I N A T O R :

| Applicants should be FEMALE have 
common sense, excellence telephone 
manners and interpersonal skills and be a 
team player. A good knowledge of 
| accounting will be an added advantage 

D E N T I S T
Dentist with post N Y SC  w orking  
experience.
M E T H O D  O F  A P P L I C A T I O N

Interested candidate to forward 
application with advance copy by E-mail 

* to Iabodent2003@yahoo.com or 
lnfo@smiledentalgrp.com resume, 

passport picture and contact Telephone 
Number to:

P.O. Box 3547 
Kaduna

All applications should be received 
Within 2 weeks from date of publication

Pilot in
Beirut
crash
didn't
follow
tower's
advice

Karzai wins regional 
backing for Taliban 
peace plan

THE pilot of an Ethiopian 
Airlines plane that crashed 
into the sea flew in the 
opposite direction from 
the path recommended 
by the control tower after 
taking off from Beirut in 
thunderstorms, Lebanon’s 
transportation minister 
said yesterday.

All 90 people on board 
were feared dead after the 
plane bound for Addis 
Ababa went down in flames 
minutes after takeoff at 
around 2:30 a.m. Monday.

Transportation M in ­
ister Ghazi Aridi said the 
pilot initially followed the 
tower’s guidance, but then 
abruptly changed course 
and went in the opposite 
direction. “They asked him 
to correct his path but he 
did a very fast and strange 
turn before disappearing 
completely from the radar,” 
Aridi told media. It was not 
immediately clear why the 
pilot veered off the recom­
mended path.

Like most other air­
liners, the Boeing 737 is 
equipped with its own 
onboard weather radar, 
which the pilot may have 
used to avoid flying into 
thunderheads rather than 
following the flight tower’s 
recommendation.

Ethiopian Airlines’ CEO 
Girma Wake said the Leba­
nese minister’s comments 
were premature. “Rushing 
remarks, I don’t think that 
helps anybody,” Wake said 
in Addis Ababa.

“Nobody is saying the 
pilot is to blame for not 
heeding orders,” Aridi said, 
adding: “There could have 
been many reasons for what 
happened.... Only the black 
box can tell.” Lebanese offi­
cials have ruled out terror­
ism or “sabotage.”

The official, who asked 
not to be identified because 
of the sensitivity of the mat­
ter, said this was standard 
procedure by Lebanese 
controllers to assist airlin­
ers departing from the air­
port in poor weather con 
ditions.

AFGHAN President 
Hamid Karzai won regional 
support yesterday for his 
efforts to cajole Islamist 
insurgents to lay down their 
arms, as Germany offered 
more troops and cash for 
the ravaged nation.

After talks with his 
Turkish and Pakistani 
peers, as well as officials 
from countries such as 
China, Iran and Russia, 
Karzai described moderate 
Taliban fighters as “sons 
of the Afghan soil” who 
should be brought back into 
the fold.

And in a joint state­
ment after the meeting in 
Istanbul, the participants

declared that they “sup­
port the Afghan national 
process of reconciliation 
and reintegration ... in a 
way that is Afghan-led and 
-driven.”

The Turkish-hosted 
talks form part of the 
build-up to a major confer­
ence in London on Thurs­
day where Karzai hopes to 
secure Western support for 
his strategy of wooing Tali­
ban fighters with the lure of 
jobs and money.

The idea had previously 
met resistance but “as we 
-ate talking today, there is 
more willingness that this 
can be reconsidered,” he 
said.

LAGOS
13, Owbi SoaS, tkeja, logos. 
Tel: 01-2551033, 07028062361

Wk t a .  Ptet M s  5 ™ T
Off tm  T«W*m>.

Wm  a  ANJS. Tel;

PUBLIC NOTICE 

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT iEiAi OF THEPROPOSED 

: MARBLE EXPLORATION AND QUARRYING PROJECT INJQjSTM 
RY AftASA NIGERIA ENTERPRISES UMBEfe

|| in accordance with the provisions of the 
I  Environmental Impact Assessment (HA) t) 

I  Act No, 86 of 1991 which makes it 
I  mandatory for proponents of a llj jw  
!  major development activities to carry 
p u t  Environmental impact 
I  of their Proposed Project's,

ThePiatoifiBteffiE
Headquarters of ljumu IGA, 

KogiState.

. Kog't S ta te  M in is t r y  of 

Environment,I

I  The federal Ministry of Environment 
I  hereby announces a twenty-one (21} 
||Working day pub lic  notice for 
j information and Comments on the EIA 
I report submitted by Abasa Nigeria 
|| Enterprises ltd on the proposed Marble 
j Exploration and Quarrying 
IKogiState.

The proposed project involves the 
Expioratsor: And quarrying of Marble and 

Activities at Ekirin, 
ljumu IS A  of tog! State.
The Ekirin-Adde calcitic Marble ies on 
the Southern Hank of Kabba town and 
North of Omu covering an area of 5154 
hectares of land accessibility is through 
tCabba-fyamoye ̂ kole road.

(8) m m  Office, Lokoja fegi State.

(tv) FMENV Office, Games Village,

Surulere,Lagos.

(Vj FMENV library, Plot 444 Aguiyi 
Ironsi Street, Matama, Abuja.

Date: 25* Jan* It  February.2010 

Time: 8:00-4:00PM daily

A l l  COMMENTS RECEIVED SHOULD BE 
FORWARDED TO THE PERMANENT 
SECRETARY, FEDERAL MINISTRY OF 

ENVIRONMENT ON OR BEFORE 22” 

FEBRUARY, 2010,

SIGNED: 

PERMANENT SECRETARY 
FOR: HONOURABLE MINISTER.

mailto:Iabodent2003@yahoo.com
mailto:lnfo@smiledentalgrp.com
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Capitalism's woes cheered at 
World Social Forum
LEFTISTS are pouring into 
town to rail against freewheel­
ing capitalism during the 
World Social Forumi, glee­
fully cheering the humbling 
o f bankers and business titans 
by the global economic melt­
down.

At the opening o f  the five- 
day event, some 25,000 activists 
paraded exuberantly through 
Porto Alegre, serenaded by the 
pounding o f drum s and salsa 
blared from  sound trucks as 
they waved comm unist flags 
and shouted slogans against 
corporate greed.

The 10-year-old conference 
is the left’s counter to the World 
Econom ic Forum  at Davos, a 
Swiss ski resort where presi­
dents, corporate leaders and 
others gather annually to d is­
cuss international issues. It is 
also being held this week.

Gustavo de Biase, a 22-year- 
old Brazilian wearing a shirt 
proclaiming “Socialism is Lib­
erty,” said the world’s leftists are 
convinced they can get presi­
dents from the US to Brazil to 
embrace policies “o f respect 
and equality aimed at lifting 
the poor out o f misery.”

c-ma«i:anupanatio .« $ $

_ t  A. i i.pXi      <<fciiniC  

The postponed 3-day intensive National Training Workshop on U N D E R S T A N D IN G  
THE T E R T IA R Y  E D U C A T IO N  IN ST IT U T IO N  A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  S T R U C T U R E  A N D  
M A N A G E M E N T  for Administrative Assistants, Administrative Officers, Assistant 
Registrars, senior Assistant Registrars and other cadres on equivalent salaries and 
responsibilities {Higher Executive Officers. Principal Executive Officers etc) in 
Universities, Polytechnics, Colleges of Education, Research Institutes and Centres, is 
RESCH EDU LED  as follows:

r»7!TF?>Sunday. March 14th - Wednesday, Marchl7th, 2010.
Orange Hail, Danic Hotel. 3 Edem Close, New Heaven, Enugu, Enugu State, 

•  '4 •'* N25, 000:00 per participant (covers workshop materials, refreshments,
Certificate of attendance, conference bag, lunch (excluding transportation 
accommodation and feeding)

The University/Institutional system in perspective: Its Act, Rules and Regulations in 
comparison to civil service rules 
The Administrator at work.
Basic management principles and theories as tools for an administrator.
Guidance on committee servicing: introduction to the clerking role of an administrator 
Effective communication Skills.
Organizing conferences and seminars/workshops.
Code of ethics for public officers and service delivery (servicom).
Records keeping and their Management in a tertiary education institution.

â r m i v a l j r e c i s t r a t i o n i  d e p a r t u r e ^
anticipants are expected to arrive on Sunday, March 14, 2010 and to depart on Thursday, March 17, 2010. 

Course Registration starts as from 12 noon to 6,00 p.m on Sunday, March 14 2010 
FOR FU R T H E R  IN FO R M A T IO N  O N  T R A IN IN G  

Please contact: The Coordinator, ANUPA National Training Committee.
Tel: 08037157845 e-mail: akinitoosiolas@yahoo.com 

AN U PA  National Training Officer Tel: 08033729706 e-mail: idu200520@yahoo.com  
AN U PA  Public Relations Officer, Tel: 08075698206 e-mail: alovokwochaiajvahoo.com 

F O R  HOOM RES£HVATION/BOOK 
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  : C a s m i n e ,  D a n i c  H o t e l ,  E n u g u .  0 8 0 3 6 6 7 5 8 6 9

A D V E R T O R
ALHUDA PEOPLE DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIA

C/o Financial Secretary 
National Mosque Complex, Abuja.

(APDAN)

^  , yj'', ,  ̂x t  ̂ > ‘  X S-X' '■/ •y'* ' *

TO ASSIST MUSLIM VI

Tel; 38035962767

23"* January, 2010

OF JOS CR1

The crisis in Jos has once more resurfaced and as usual weighed heavily 
on Muslims who lost hundreds of precious lives and properties; there is a 
large number of people that sustained irreparable injuries that would 
hardly be curable for the rest o f their lives. Consequently, the crisis has 
created:

* Countless Widows/Widowers and Orphans
* Numerous homeless people who become refugees in their own 

country
*  Seriously injured people (Men, Women, Aged and Children) who 

need urgent medical attention to survive.
* Serious food and water scarcity that need to be addressed to save the 

victims from the tragic consequences o f the adverse effect o f hunger 
and shortage of water,

■ Abject poverty among people' n?r: 5 C  
entrepreneurs.

■ Intensive unemployment and under-development.

We therefore appeal to individuals, groups andorg«nbarion?.: > Hue to die 
aid ofthe victims in whatever way possible, especially with isa fouowings:- 

Foods and Water
Clothes, Beddings, Detergents and other toiletries 
Medicines and other Medical Supplies 
Building Materials especially. Zinc, Woods, Nails, Cement etc 
Cash payments.

Donations to be sent to any o f  the follow ing addresses:
1. Jos -Coordinating Committee, Jos Central Mosque, Jos

2. Kano- {i) Dr. Sheikh Aminuddeen,Tel: 08034511973
(ii) Sheikh Ibrahim Khalil, Tel; 08033436190
(iii) Dr. Muhammad Sani Umar RijiyarLemo

3. Kaduna - Secretary, Supreme Council for Shari’a in Nigeria, Kaduna.

4. Abuja-(i)Shehu Usman Muhammad, (Coordinator) Alhuda
Peoples Development Association, National Mosque, Abuja. 

(ii)Dr. Sheikh Musa Muhammad, Chief ftnam, National 
Mosque, Abuja.

SPECIAL NOTE:
After collection, everything should be forwarded and handed to the Relief 

' r . w v n n n g i  « » « • ■ “ *'- * 3 tfcsvictims.
For further information,- \>huila PeopL* 1>.  ̂
should be contacted on the rbSlevviri  ̂telephone nusnbers:

I. 08053533535 O. ;3)tM)33 H9009 *4) 08035962767
(5> 0*033 *  lunations m-4K foe paid into Alhuda Peoples
DtvApme»tA5S»«S»Sw^ Mgeria.
Account Name: kijsiis Usman Mtsh.umnad 
Acrount Number; Sante i'HB: Is?«jS43733

N.B PLEASE COL i  ECTOFFiClALRBCFlPIf OR DONATION
May the Almighty Allah rewr y ou donate.

mailto:akinitoosiolas@yahoo.com
mailto:idu200520@yahoo.com
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N F O  

P R E - Q U A L I F I C A T I

APPLICATIONS ARE HEREBY INVITED FROM 

SUITABLY QUALIFIED COMPANIES TO MANAGE 

AN ULTRA-MODERN HOTEL FACILITY IN
•ii

BAUCHI. •
N

all APPLICATIONS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY 

THE FOLLOWING:

a. CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION

b. COMPANY PROFILE

c. EV IDENCE OF PREV IOUS/ CURRENT  

EXPERIENCE IN M A N A G E M E N T  OF 

FACILITIES IN THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY.

d. QUALIFICATION OF KEY MANAGEMENT 

PERSONNEL

e. TAX CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE.

f. BANK REFERENCE.

INTERESTED COMPANIES SHOULD ADDRESSED 

THEIR APPLICATIONS TO:

THE CHAIRMAN,

BAUCHI HOTELS LIMITED 

C/O ZARANDA HOTEL,

JOS ROAD,

BAUCHI.

A P P L I C A T I O N S  S H O U L D  BE M A R K E D  

'APPLICATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION" AND

: VEEKS

V} THE t/'

p l e a : :  ^

FORTENDEK.
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COUNCIL OF LEGAL EDUCATION

DAILY TRUST Wednesday, January 27, 2010

NIGERIAN LAW SCHOOL 

HEADQUARTERS 

BWARI 

P.M.B. 170, GARKI, ABUJA.

APPLICATION FO R ADM ISSION INTO 
A PRIL BATCH 2010/2011  ACADEMIC

SESSION(BflR PART II PROGRAMME)

This is to inform all intending applicants for 

admission into the Bar Part I I  Course tor the April 

Batch 201 0/2 01 1  Academ ic Session that 

| applications will commence from Wednesday 

I January 2 7 , 2 0 1 0 . The session will commence on 

I Monday April 19th, 2010  simultaneously at the 

I Headquarters Bwari, Abuja and the Campuses in 

I Enugu, Kano and Lagos,

ADM ISSION REQUIREM ENTS: The

| programme is open to law graduates of Nigerian 

j Universities and foreign trained law graduates 

| who have successfully completed and passed the 

| Bar Part I Course at the Nigerian Law School.

| METHOD OF APPLICATION: Intending

| applicants should go to Nigerian Law School s 

Portal at w w w .m v n lsp x o m jor instructions on 

procedure for application.

I CLOSING DATE: Downloaded Application

i forms together with references on applicants must 

| be completed and returned to the Law School via 

the Faculties of Law on or before Thursday 

February 18, 2010. LATE SUBMISSION OF

A w .ir.vn rw  FQ™ 1S WILL NOT SE
I

Y.S. USMAN, ESQ. 

SECRETARY TO COUNCIL AND 

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION.

http://www.mvnlspxomjor
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India to build refinery in Nigeria
... E a r m a r k s  N 5 3 b n  f o r  o i l  b l o c s

By Hamisu Muhammad & Mohammed 
Shosanya,Lagos

NIGERIA’S long awaited dream of 
refining its own oil locally may be 
fulfilled soon as the Indian govern­
ment has assured that it is partnering 
with the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation(NNPC) through an Indian 
oil firm ONGC to establish a green field 
refinery in the country.

Speaking at the beginning of a two- 
day working visit to Nigeria, the Indian 
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, 
Shri Murli Deora said his country is 
expanding its economic ties with Nigeria 
through increased'participation in all 
sectors of the oil and gas industry.

He said that an Indian oil and gas con­
glomerate ONGC Mital Energy Limited 
is willing to commit $350 million into the 
development of two oil blocs (OPLs 279

and 285) in Nigeria’s upstream sector.
He said his country is seeking to expand its 

purchase of Nigeria’s sweet crude which cur­
rently stands at 400,000 bpd, amounting to 
about $10 billion annually.

A statement from the NNPC quoted Deora 
as saying: “Nigeria is currently India’s largest 
trading partner in Africa as far as oil and gas 
business is concerned with potential for more 
growth. We are importing about 400 million 
barrels, most of which are on spot basis from 
Nigeria. We have a refinery of about 180 mil­
lion tons and about 25 per cent of Indian import 
is from Nigeria alone. At the current value, it 
will be worth $10 billion from Nigeria alone. 
“We will like to have more Nigerian crude in 
terms contract basis. Some Indian companies 
are already playing in Nigeria upstream sec­
tor. We will like to consider opportunities in 
Nigeria upstream sector. India has the capac­
ity to work with Nigeria in the midstream and 
downstream.”

Chartered bank invests 
$47 .5m in Nigeria's oil
By Yunus Abdulhamid

STANDARD Chartered Private Equity Lim­
ited has announced that it has invested $47.5m 
to acquire a minority stake in Seven Energy, a 
leading Nigerian gas exploration and develop­
ment company. Seven Energy was formed in 
2007 and is focused on the provision of gas to 
leading industrial firms in Nigeria. Standard 
Chartered’s investment will help develop Seven 
Energy’s business and strengthen its competitive 
positioning, a statement said.
. The deployment of funds will provide a 

much needed stimulus for the company to cater 
to Nigeria’s growing energy needs. In particu­
lar, Standard Chartered envisages that in the 
medium term, the investment will back the com­
pany’s existing management team in its drive as 
a pioneer and consolidator within Nigeria’s gas 
industry. Commenting on the investment, Phil­
lip Ihenacho, Chairman of Seven Energy said: 
“The capital will be used to develop the business 
and provide essential infrastructure to facilitate 
delivery to domestic industrial users in South- 
Eastern Nigeria.”

The support from Standard Chartered vali­
dates our strategy and strengthens our longer 
term competitive positioning.” Christopher 
Knight, the Managing Director/ CEO of Stand­
ard Chartered Bank Nigeria Limited stated: 
“We are proud to invest in Seven Energy as 
Seven’s value proposition is uniquely hinged 
on the monetizatiop of Nigeria’s substantial gas 
reserves to meet the country’s growing energy 
needs. Our established footprint in Asia, Africa, 
and the Middle East, along with our long his­
tory of supporting trade flows to and from these 
regions, places us in a unique position to provide 
vital funding to growing companies in growing 
economies.”

Also the Group Managing Director of 
ONGC Mr. R.S. Sarma said his company 
has been in touch with the NNPC towards 
the activation of the gas master plan among 
other projects. “We have several companies 
from India that have come here. In the last 
several years, we have been talking with 
NNPC about a new Greenfield refinery in 
Port Harcourt. Feasibility studies have been 
completed,”he said while also announcing 
that ONGC has commenced exploration of 
its two deep water offshore blocks (OPLs 279 
and 285) this year and that drilling operation 
was in progress in one of the oil fields.

Speaking earlier, Odein Ajumogobia the 
Minister, of State for Petroleum Resources, 
who stood in for the Minister of Petroleum 
Resources, Dr. Rilwanu Lukman at the recep­
tion, stated that Nigeria was eager to expand 
its economic relationship with India which 
it described as the second largest buyer of 
Nigeria’s crude oil.

B i

T r u s t  I n d e x
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Anxiety trails SIM 
registration in Nigeria

EXECUTIVE Vice Chairman, NCC, Engr. Ernest Ndukwe

By Ahmad Salkida

APPARENTLY, to buy a 
SIM Card in Nigeria is akin 
to buying a bottle of coca cola 
and leaving the empty bot­
tle with the seller. Every day, 
SIM cards are “bought, used 
and dumped in Nigeria.” One 
notable politician said he has 
lost count of the SIM cards he 
has used, another business­
man boasted in same manner.

According to the Nigerian 
Communications Commis­
sion (NCC) that has now set 
out March 2010 as deadline 
for SIM card registration in 
Nigeria, sited theuseofphones 
particularly GSM to commit 
crimes across the country, as 
one of the commissions main 
reason for the exercise.

President, Association of 
Telecommunications Compa­
nies of Nigeria (ATCON) Mr. 
Emmanuel Ekuwen said: “We 
at ATCON did not recom­
mend the process of SIM pack 
registration out of frivolity, the 
concept we believe is good 
for national development It 
is our duty to ensure that our 
country is safe and secured, as 
there cannot be meaningful 
development in the absence 
of safety and security’’

In Nigeria, often times kid­
nappers will speak to the fam­
ilies of their victims or secu­
rity agents with their mobile 
phones and their numbers 
conspicuously displayed on 
the agent’s phones* yet the 
mobile phone company can­
not assist the Police in making 
proper identification of the 
suspects.

“At most, all the company 
can do is to track the location 
of the caller but not even the 
precise location,” said Umaru 
Tela, a businessman and part 
time lecturer with Federal 
Polytechnic Nassarawa State.

NCC, in a statement 
signed by Mr. ReubenMouka,

the Head of Media and Public 
Relations, directed all telecom 
operating companies to put 
all necessary arrangements in 
place for the smooth take off 
of the SIM registration with 
effect from 1st March 2010, 
which is aimed at improv­
ing security in the country. 
Reuben said, valid identifica­
tion do-cuments like E-Pass­
ports, corporate/company or 
work place identity cards that 
has Pension Identification / 
Tax Numbers, student ID 
cards from recognized institu­
tions as well as drivers license 
issued by the Federal Road 
Safety Commission, (FRSC) 
and E-Tax cards, would be 
required for those seeking 
registration oftheir SIM cards.

One Haruna Abdullahi, a 
mobile tailor in Abuja said he 
does not have any of the above 
requirements by theNCC and, 
“sincerely I can’t leave without 
aphone, my family backhome 
in Numa, Sokoto State and 
customers in the FCT whom 
I patch their cloths contact me 
with my phone. A lot of peo­
ple may not willingly give out 
their personal details for the 
sake of buying a SIM card I 
am afraid that there is a great 
need for enlightenment, if not 
many Nigerians may resist the 
regulation.”

The Nigerian Identity 
Management Commis­
sion (NIMC) stated that the 
need for SIM registration in 
Nigeria is like solving one 
aspect of the problems of 
identity. The Commission 
is in top gear to provide the 
country with an effective 
data “the unique feature 
about the data base is that 
once you enter it and you 
are enrolled with your finger 
print and your picture, if you 
come with another name but 
with the same picture and 
finger print it will be rejected. 

So if a credit bureau says

it has a credit history about a 
person or if you went and rent 
a house with your employer’s 
letter, they will be able to cross 
check from the data base. You 
can’t run, because they can 
trace you. If you take your 
employment letter to a mort­
gage bank, it can be able to 
check your credit history and 
ifyou are eligible they will give 
you mortgage” said the DG, 
NIMC, Chris ‘E Onyemenam.

The Nigerian Identity 
Management Commission 
(NIMC) said as the leading 
body in identity manage­
ment in Nigeria, it will serve 
as one of the consultants and 
program managers for the 
NCC led project for SIM card 
registration within a private 
public partnership model, 
for the “conceptualization, 
planning, setup and opera­
tion of a secure, national 
SIM card registration and 
user identity management 
solution for Nigeria, without 
significant interference and 
discomfort to all stakehold­
ers (including subscribers, 
operators, etc).

However, investigations 
by our reporter revpaled that 
South Africa has become the 
first African country to suf­
fer the consequences of SIM 
regulation, the law that was 
only introduced recently and 
required customers to pro­
duce identification docu­
ments and personal details 
before joining a network led 
to a sharp drop in subscrib­
ers, said one account.

For many players in the 
industry, the SIM card regis­
tration exercise is not without 
controversy. Some subscribers 
and operators are pessimistic 
about whether theprocess will 
be well conducted Others fear 
that it will slow the number of 
subscribers. ’’While some are 
saying the country is not ripe 
for that, many others believe 
the scheme may be marred by 
corruption.

Commenting on the con­
cern by some operators on the 
possible touted number port­
ability, MTN Nigeria Chief 
Executive Officer, Ahmad 
Faroukh said: “What did it 
do in South Africa; nothing. If 
anything, it served the bigger 
operators more than smaller 
scale operators. Some people 
think we would lose market 
share with number portabil­
ity; that is completely wrong.

“Again, look at what hap­
pened in those parts of the 
world, the bigger operators 
got more subscribers than the 
smaller ones. If anyone feels 
Nigeria is good investment 
place now, come and invest in 
Nigeria, come and build the 
infrastructure rather than wait 
for number portability”

i n s p i r a t i o n a l ^

k k i n f e m i w a
GMD/tSO. ‘Skye Baftk

INTEGRITY/
Someone says: “Have the courage to 
say no. Have the courage to face the 
truth. Do the right thing because it is 
right, These are the magic keys for 
living your life with integrity’.
Integrity is what we do, what we say 
and what we say we do. Integrity 
refers to steadfast adherence to a 
strict moral or ethical code. It is doing 
the right thing when no one is looking. 
Integrity cannot be compromised. 
Integrity is not a conditional word. It 
doesn't blow in the wind or change 
with the weather. With integrity, there 
is no half way position. You are either 
honest, or you are not.
It is your inner image of yourself, and 
like someone put it - if you look in 
there and see a man who won't cheat, 
lie or steal then you are the richest of 
all men.
When you do something that is in 
alignment with what you believe - what 
you say is important to you - there is 
an internal sense of peace and well­
being... even if doing it is difficult!
The world admires those with high 
integrity, If you are a person of 
integrity, a person of quality, a person 
of excellence, the world will reward 
you.
This is an important key to being a 
winner in life and business. People will 
be attracted to you, be persuaded by 
you and willing to help you toward your 
ends, to do the things that you want 
them to do.
To be a person of high integrity, go the 
extra mile, do more than you have 
promised.
If you have an appointment, be on time 
- that shows that you respect the other 
person's time and in so doing you earn 
respect yourself. The person of 
integrity is always honest, no matter 
the price. What's right isn't always 
popular and What's popular isn't

Integrity gives you the ability to hold 
your head up high and look people in 
the face, and trust me there is no 
better feeling than that.
There’s a popular saying that there is 
no pillow as soft as a dear conscience. 
White lies will leave a black mark on 
your conscience" Honesty may not be 
popular but it is always right.
The benefits of integrity outweigh and 
outlive material gain. No amount of 
wealth can compensate for a lack of 
character. There's no telling what that 
little truth telling will fetch you in future. 
Take the example of the young taxi 
driver who returned the ninety eight 
million naira he found in the trunk of 
his taxi. He gained something worth 
more than ninety eight million naira.
All through the country he is a 
reference pant in matters of integrity, 
and that has automatically won him the 
love, trust and respect of all Nigerians. 
Frank Outlaw says Watch your 
actions; they become habits. Watch 
your habits; they become character. 
Watch your character; it becomes your 
destiny.'
The measure of a person's real 
character is what he would do if he 
knew he would never be found out. 
Character is what you are. Success is 
what you achieve. What you achieve 
can be large or small, but success 
without character and integrity is 
merely a shadow.
Your character is the key to success 
and it is the attribute you will pass on 
to your children. So  let your strength of 
character shine through in all you do 
and say and you will truly be able to 
achieve meaningful success in life.
Like Shakespeare said 'To thine own 
self be true, and it must follow, as the 
night the day, thou canst not then be 
false to any man.'
Yes!

always right

S k y e  H igh  i s  a ls o  o n  R a d io  presently:

Ti£l£
•Ray Power Network 
•Rhythm FM Lagos 
•Rhythm FM Abuja 

♦Love FM Port Harcourt

•  Kiss FM 99,9 Abuja

6:15am {Mon- Fri] 
9:00am {Mon - Fri] 
6:30am {Mon - Fri]

8:25am {Mon] & 
8.00am {Tue - Fri] 
6.30am [Mon - Fri]

• Radio Continental Lagos 6:35am {Mon - Fri]
•  Inspiration FM Lagos. 8:00am {Mon - Fri]

•Edo Broad SvcJEBS]
• Cosmo FM Enugu
•  Pyramid FM Kano

7:55am [Mon-Fri] 
6:20am [Mon - Fri]
6:55am [Mon- Fri]

E-mail: skyehigh@skyebank.com or S M S  07030000255
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mailto:skyehigh@skyebank.com


DAILY TRUST Wednesday, January 27,2010 £ l
Business
Falalu Bello not affected by CBN tenure limit -  Unity Bank
By Sunday Williams

UNITY Bank Pic has said that 
its Group Managing Director 
Falalu Bello is not affected by 
the Central Bank o f Nigeria’s 
new policy which has pegged a 
maximum tenure of 10 years for

bank CEOs.
Three bank CEOs are affected 

by the new tenure policy. They 
are: Zenith Bank, United Bank 
for Africa (UBA) and Skye Bank. 
But a paper had reported that 
Unity Bank was affected.

Responding to press enquir­

ies, the Head of Corporate 
Affairs, Aliyu Ma’aji, said con­
trary to insinuations from certain 
quarters, at no time was Falalu 
Bello affected by the policy.
• Ma’aji said the new CBN pol­
icy was very clear and not subject 
to multiple interpretations.

He said the Governor of the 
CBN Malam Sanusi Lamido 
Sanusi told newsmen that Bello’s 
stint at Habib (Nigeria) Bank will 
not be counted because Habib 
Bank was not one of the banks 
that formed the present Unity 
Bank.

It will be recalled that the 
CBN, through its director of the 
Banking Supervision Depart­
ment, Mr. Sam Oni, had recently 
directed that bank CEOs who 
have been occupying the position 
for 10 years and above should 
vacate office by July 31,2010.

Coal
exploration: 
Kogi to get 
compensation

WESTERN Gold fields 
Group Limited, a mining 
company, has assured indi­
genes of Omalar, Dekina 
and Ankpa Local govern­
ment of Kogi of adequate 
compensation for explor­
ing coal in their land.

Dr Innocent Ezuma, 
Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer 
of the company, gave the 
assurance at the two day 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA). Public 
forum held on Sunday in 
Lokoja.

“Mining is very human 
resource intensive, there is 
no way we can do mining 
without extensively engag­
ing the host communities.

“Mining is also a huge 
capital intensive project, 
so our priorities are mak­
ing sure that all the peo­
ple capable of working are 
engaged in the enterprise.

“In fact as I am talking 
to you now, we are already 
engaging some of the uni­
versities in Ukraine, where 
I have my background, to' 
training and give free edu­
cation, which we are going 
to sponsor the children in 
the host communities.

“This is in other to help 
them contribute to the 
project and based on all 
your requests and informa­
tion gathered, I am going to 
form a forum, where we will 
dialogue so that the local 
and host communities will 
also know what our plans 
are,” he said.

According to him, the 
Public forum availed the 
company of the opportu­
nity of knowing more about 
the quest of the people, 
adding that the company 
would work hard to ensure 
that the communities have 
the £ull benefit of giving out 
their land.

He also assured them 
that the environmental haz­
ard peculiar to the explora­
tion and mining would be 
adequately managed.

“We already learnt that 
the type of coal in Kogi state 
is not gaseous, dangerous 
nor hazardous, however, 
we have recognized all the 
concerns raised here.

Whoever said the 
grass isn’t greener on 
the other side, has not 

opened this box.

?
CHECK TOMORROW



Some female residents of the capital city, who were 
recently displaced by the task force set up by the city's 
administration to rid it of illegal structures, recount their 
ordeals in the hands of the officials. They decry the high 
handedness of the authorities, even as the authorities say 
that the process remains irreversible.

ByTosin Omoniyi

T HE lines of worry were 
stretched thin on her 
weather beaten face. If 

only these lines had a voice of 
their own. As she spoke, tears 
glistened at the corners of her 
eyes. Her voice trembled with 
half repressed sorrow. At times 
she pauses to put together her 
disjointed thoughts. In between 
these intermittent silences, she 
looks around with a glazed 
look at her surroundings as if 
expecting an imminent threat. 
However, she is still in con­
trol of her wits, as she sharply 
cautions the reporter when he 
attempts to take a picture of 
her. ‘I don’t want to be in any 
further trouble with them than 
the one I am already in now, my 
brother,’ she sheepishly smiles, 
in an apparent attempt to apol­

ogize for her involuntary action 
of self preservation. Her 5 year 
old son, Emmanuel, oblivi­
ous of the pains of his mother, 
skips around her legs giggling 
excitedly. In the background 
is a large can of refuse oozing 
filth,beside which she displays 
some used recharge cards, sym­
bols of her trade as a commer­
cial phone call operator.

S he is one of numerous 
displaced Abuja residents 
whose businesses have 

been crippled in the wave of 
demolitions embarked upon by 
a special task force constituted 
by the administration to rid the 
city of illegal structures. She 
operates a mini phone business 
beside a notable media organi­
zation in the heart of Jabi in the 
federal capital territory, FCT.

She says pointedly: ‘I do not

know what they want from us. 
We have told them time and 
again that we are ready to pay 
for these spaces, if only they 
will leave us in peace. In 2007 
when I started this business we 
were told to pay N 10 000 which 
I paid. From time to time their 
officials always come to us and 
we give them money ranging 
from N500 to N1000 at times. 
They even come in different 
groups at times, and we still 
have to settle them. I have no 
other means of survival and I 
have to take care of my son. Or 
do they want ustogoandsteal?’

T he Delta state indigene 
says that ever since her 
kiosk was removed due 

to the onslaught of the authori­
ties, she has had to make do 
with selling her cards beside 
the refuse dump ,and has sur-

£ 6  Right now I do not know where to begin, 
had to send my son to stay for aw hile  w ith one of 
his cousins in the suburb, while I decide what to 
do concerning his siblings. Right now I have l o s t '  
practically my entire source of livelihood,'she cries.

SHANTIES like this w ere the first to  fall under the  task force's onslaught

vived only through the mag­
nanimity of employees of the 
media organization who still 
patronize her, despite her fall 
in fortunes. She appeals to the 
authorities to provide alterna­
tive and affordable shelters for 
them if they do not allow such 
structures

Uduak Ekaette, an indi­
gene of Akwa Ibom who was

also affected by the recent 
onslaught by the FCT authori­
ties also recounts her ordeal in 
the hands of the security offi­
cials charged with the respon­
sibility of carrying out the 
operations. She says that since 
she came into the capital city 
about four years ago, she has 
been running a prosperous 
restaurant at the center of area

11, the proceeds of a 
has been using to ta 
her family of three. Shd 
recent raids embarked 
the task force c; 
surprise. She adds th| 
this moment she has j 
able to recoup her lol 
were totally caught u| 
Initially whenever 
rumours that they w
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us ,we always assume that it was 
another ploy to collect money 
from us so we do not take such 
serious. Several times in the 
past such raids have been car­
ried out. We ultimately end up 
‘sorting’ for the release of our 
property or goods, and then we 
return back to our trade. But 
this time around, we were not 
prepared for the ruthlessness of

the operation. My wooden can­
teen was pulled down without 
a second thought. Even when I 
tried to salvage the little I could, 
they would not allow me. Right 
now I do not know where to 
begin. I had to send my son to 
stay for a while with one of his 
cousins in the suburb, while I 
decide what to do concerning 
his siblings. Right now I have

lost practically my entire source 
of livelihood,’ she cries.

P resendy Uduak lives in 
Mpape, another suburb 
of the FCT where she 

has set up another mini food 
outfitjbut she fears that the tsu­
nami that deprived her of her 
means of livelihood may still 
catch up with her even in the 
new aria. She notes , every time 
that I wake up to start another 
day’s work, I do this with fear 
and uncertainty. Food business 
is the only business I know, and 
the only means through which 
I can provide for my family. I 
want you to help us to beg the 
authorities to leave us alone. 
At least we are not involved in 
criminal activities like others. 
We are carrying out legitimate 
businesses. If they do not want 
to see us doing this business, 
the least they can do for us is 
to provide alternative shelters 
that are cheaper. Not all of us 
can afford to rent stalls in all 
these so called plazas that are 
now practically everywhere in 
the city.’

It would be recalled that the 
FCT Administration late last 
year set up a task force which 
was given a clear mandate to 
ensure the cleaning up of Abuja 
,and removal of all illegal struc­
tures. So far, the officials say 
they have removed about 822 
shanties in highbrow Maitama 
and Asokoro Districts and also 
in Gwarinpa and Life Camp 
areas of the territory.

T he Ministerial Task 
Force on Sanitation 
was specifically set up 

to support the Abuja Envi­
ronmental Protection Board, 
AEPB to rid the Abuja city 
and its environs of waste and 
the illegal operations of com­
mercial motorcyclists, street 
hawkers, operators of roadside 
food joints, beggars and the 
likes. The task force was bro­
ken down into 10 teams for dif­
ferent districts of the city, with 
leaders to supervise operations.

T he Director, Depart­
ment of Development 
Control, Abuja Munic­

ipal Management Council 
(AMMC), Mr Yahaya Yusuf, 
enthuses that the exercise was 
aimed at restoring sanity and 
the enforcement of the Abuja 
Master Plan, which was being 
distorted by the presence of 
these illegal structures. Pres­
ently officials at the council say 
the demolition process is at its 
infant stage ,and would soon be 
extended to other areas of the 
city. Areas such as Asokoro,

Life Camp, Utako, Kado, Jabi 
and Wuye Districts, have 
already started playing hosts to 
the determined officials.

Qtime to n

uestioned on whether 
| the numerous victims 
were given ample 

time tcTmove their essentials 
and properties before bull­
dozers commenced work on 
pulling down such structures, 
Yusuf said 193 ‘stop work’ and 
643 quit notices’ were pasted 
on affected structures in the 
areas, while 69 ‘demolition 
notices’ were also served on 
those concerned. He equally 
added that over 1,145 other 
structures have been marked 
for demolition and urged the 
affected persons t^o.vacate the 
areas, as the council would not 
relent in its onslaught. He fur­
ther said the illegal structures 
were being removed to check 
the activities o f hoodlums, 
who have made such struc­
tures their abodes.

I nterestingly, a policeman 
who simply identifies him­
self as Joseph noted that the 

highhandedness of the officials 
and the corrupt tendencies of 
a few bad eggs amongst them, 
makes the whole process akin 
to playing to the gallery. He 
says that although he does not 
oppose the process of ridding 
the city of these shanties, the( 
council should call its men to 
order, especially those who 
solicit for bribes in order to 
stay action on their properties. 
He says: ‘I know of a situation 
whereby two traders who have 
businesses located side by side 
who were given quit notices. 
One of them had his property

pulled down during the ex 
rise. The other as at toda) 
still going about his busines: 
the same spot, while the oti 
is walking the streets like a 1 
ing dead man. The ‘lucky1 1 

told me that he had to part w 
a hefty sum, so that he could 
spared the ordeal his parti 
went through. Reports are i 
that while some are allow 
to continue their busines 
unmolested even through< 
the demolition exercise, oth 
who will not play ball will h; 
themselves to blame.’

A lthough many of t 
victims continue 
nurse their woun 

officials o f the FCT say th 
is no going back. Engin 
Mahmud Mahmud, the Sj 
rial Assistant to the Fede 
Capital Territory Minis; 
Alhaji Adamu Aliero, w 
coordinates Projects Monit 
ing and who also doubled as 
leader of the Special Ministei 
Task Force on Sanitation 
the Asokoro District ,says 1 
move is in order going by 1 
bad image the shanties are c< 
stituting for the country. ‘1 
Minster thought it wise to 
up the Ministerial Task Forci 
ensure that all the shanties a 
illegal settlements which h; 
sprang up all over the city, 1 
beggars, street hawkers, ille 
motor parks and what have y 
are removed. Even in Asokc 
you will see that illegal mo 
parks and food joints have b< 
set up around AYA and 
surrounding areas. They 
our next targets. Apart fr< 
removing them, we will m; 
sure that they don’t spring 
again,’ he vows.

One of them had his property 
pulled down during the 
exercise, the  other as at 
today is still going about his 
business at the same spot, 
while the other is walking the 
streets like a living dead man. 
The'lucky'onetold me that 
he had to part w ith a hefty 
sum, so that he could be 
spared the ordeal his partner 
went through.

she
care of

says the 
by 

her by 
t up till 
ot been

‘We
awares.

hear
raid
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Business

CMD boss tasks civil servants on capacity building
By Yunus Abdulhamid

DIRECTOR General of the Cen­
tre for Management Development 
(CMD) Dr Kabir Kabo Usman has 
challenged Nigerian civil servants 
to take the advantage offered by 
the Nigeria Public Service Institute 
and the CMD to enhance their effi­
ciency, with a view to realising the 
Vision 20:2020.

He said this while declaring 
open a two-week capacity build­
ing workshop organised by the 
office of the Head of Service of the 
federation and the Millennium 
Development Goal office, hold­
ing at the Public Service Institute 
in Abuja.

Dr. Kabir said no nation 
develop without a well manned 
and competent public service,

which is why the CMD was part­
nering with other relevant gov­
ernment agencies to facilitate the 
needed manpower training for 
national development.

“The Centre for management > 
Development shares the belief of 
government that this programme 
will help to meet the urgent need 
of rebuilding and strengthening 
the ability of the civil service to

effectively deliver sustainable 
growth, reduce poverty and con­
tribute significantly to the reali­
sation of the government devel­
opmental agenda in line with the 
V20: 2020,” the CMD Director 
General said.

He challenged the participants 
to face the task of having “to ensure 

i that young professionals gain valu­
able experience and mentorship to

better service in their roles as lead­
ers of the future in an increasingly 
complex public sector.”

The two-week training is for 
civil servants in grades level 12 
and 13.

The Deputy Director Training 
of the Manpower Development 
Office Dr Habibah Lawal said the 
participants are 400 put in four 
streams with 100 in each.

Everyday, VANGUARD provides extensive coverage, analyses, and informed opinions 

on issues that help politicians and political observers make better decisions.
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Business/Finance
COMPANY Name .

2ND-T1ER SECURITIES 
C A P I T A L  O I L  P L C  

S E C T O R  T O T A L S  

AGRICULTURE 
A F P R I N T  N I G E R I A  P L C  

F T N  C O C O A  P R O C E S .  P L C  

L I V E S T O C K  F E E D S  P L C  

O K O M U  O I L  P A L M  C O Y  PL< 

P R E S C O  P L C  

S E C T O R  T O T A L S  

AIR SERVICES 
A I R L / S E R V . A N D  L O G .  P L C  

N I G . A V . H A N D . C O Y  P L C  

S E C T O R  T O T A L S  

AUTOMOBILE&TYRE 
D N  T Y R E  &  R U B B E R  P L C  

R .T . B R I S C O E  ( N I G E R I A )  P L C  

S E C T O R T O T A L S  

BANKING 
A C C E S S  B A N K  P L C  

A F R I B A N K  N I G E R I A  P L C  

D I A M O N D  B A N K  P L C  

E C d B A N K  N I G E R I A  P L C  

F I R S T  C I T Y  M O N .  B A N K  P L C  

F I D E L I T Y  B A N K  P L C  

F I R S T  B A N K  O F  N I G . P L C  

F I N B A N K  P L C  

G T B A N K  P L C  

S T A N B I C I B T C  B A N K  P L C  

I N T E R C O N T .  B A N K  P L C .  

O C E A N I C  B A N K  IN T . P L C  

B A N K P H B P L C  

S K Y E  B A N K  P L C .

S P R I N G  B A N K  P L C  

S T E R L I N G  B A N K  P L C  

U N T . B A N K  F O R  A F R . P L C .  

U N I O N  B A N K O F  N I G . P L C  

U N I T Y B A N K  P L C  

W E M A  B A N K  P L C  

Z E N I T H  B A N K  P L C  

S E C T O R T O T A L S  

BUILDING MATERIALS 
A S H A K A C E M E N T P L C  

B E N U E  C E M E N T C O Y P L C  

C E M . C O .  O F  N / N I G E R I A  P L C  

L A F A R G E  W A P C O  P L C

Nigerian. Stock Exchange (NSE) 

Tuesday, January 26,2009

CHEMICAL & PAINTS
B E R G E R  P A I N T S  N I G . P L C  

C H E M .  A N D  A L L  P R O D .  P L C  

D N  M E Y E R  P L C  

I. P. W . A .  P L C

P O R T . PA IN T S  &  P R O D . N IG . P L C

No of Deai Quot. (N) QuantityTraded ValueofShares(N)

5 0 .5 0 2 5 8 ,0 0 0  1 2 9 ,0 0 0 .0 C
5 2 5 8 , 0 0 0  1 2 9 ,0 0 0 .0 0

4 0 .8 6 2 2 , 9 5 0  1 9 , 7 3 7 . 0 0
1 5 0 .6 6 9 9 6 , 0 1 7  6 6 1 , 6 7 1 . 2 2
9 0 .6 8 1 1 8 , 1 5 0  8 0 ,3 4 2 .0 0
1 2 2 . 7 5 1 0 0  2 ,1 6 2 . 0 0
7 4 .8 1 6 8 , 5 0 2  3 1 5 , 6 5 4 . 1  ^
3 6 1 , 2 0 5 , 7 1 9  1 , 0 7 9 , 5 6 6 . 3 *

6 2 .9 2 6 0 ,0 9 0  1 8 3 , 8 6 2 . 8 0
1 1 1 8 .0 5 1 , 6 9 8 , 3 9 7  1 3 , 8 8 3 , 4 7 5 . 2 4
1 1 7 1 , 7 5 8 , 4 8 7  ' 1 4 , 0 6 7 , 3 3 8 . 0 4

1 9 0 .5 0 3 , 0 4 6 , 6 2 2  1 , 5 2 3 , 3 1 1 . 0 0
1 6 6 . 2 3 2 6 6 , 3 2 4  1 , 6 1 3 , 7 7 5 . 6 4
3 5 3 , 3 1 2 , 9 4 6  3 , 1 3 7 , 0 8 6 . 6 4

2 3 5 8 .2 2 9 , 9 5 3 , 4 7 0  8 1 , 0 1 9 , 0 3 5 . 4 4
4 5 2 . 7 0 1 , 7 5 7 , 6 8 3  4 , 7 7 3 , 9 3 3 . 2 5
1 2 1 7 . 9 5 6 8 , 1 3 9 , 8 9 9  5 4 2 , 2 2 7 , 6 4 7 . 6 6
9 9 . 1 2 2 0 2 ,0 0 0 .  1 , 7 5 1 , 3 4 0 . 0 0
7 8 8 .7 8 6 , 9 5 0 , 0 6 3  6 0 , 3 8 3 , 2 3 0 . 5 6
1 4 5 2 .4 8 9 , 9 4 3 , 0 1 5  2 4 ,9 5 9 , 6 3 9 . 5 6
8 3 5 1 4 . 8 0 1 6 , 1 0 8 , 2 3 0  2 3 6 , 4 3 6 , 7 1 4 . 5 ?
9 9 0 . 7 2 6 , 9 8 6 , 1 6 3  4 , 9 8 1 , 6 2 9 . 3 7
4 6 4 1 7 . 0 1 1 7 , 5 2 1 , 6 4 7  2 9 6 , 8 7 9 , 2 5 0 . 7 1
4 8 8 .3 8 1 , 1 0 3 , 8 8 5  8 ,9 0 7 ,9 4 7 .8 5
1 3 1 2 .2 1 3 , 9 6 1 , 5 7 8  8 , 7 3 4 , 7 1 6 . 9 3
9 0 2 . 4 7 5 , 4 2 2 , 8 3 4  1 3 , 2 8 1 , 1 7 4 . 1 8
6 1 2 . 1 8 1 2 , 8 8 1 , 4 9 7  2 8 , 0 4 1 , 5 3 3 . 4 6
4 2 6 . 1 5 2 4 ,0 6 0 , 6 8 9  1 4 4 , 4 7 6 , 9 8 2 . 8 6
7 1 .0 2 1 5 6 , 4 2 5  1 5 9 , 5 5 3 . 5 C
8 0 1 . 5 5 1 0 , 4 6 9 , 7 6 3  1 5 , 8 9 0 , 5 1 9 . 7 5
2 1 5 1 1 . 5 0 3 , 2 6 5 ,0 9 6  3 7 , 2 3 4 , 8 4 5 . 9 8
1 3 8 6 . 5 5 2 , 2 9 0 , 4 1 9  1 4 , 8 2 1 , 1 6 6 . 5 6
4 1 0 .9 5 4 , 3 7 5 , 8 2 4  4 , 2 0 7 , 7 3 5 . 6 ]
4 6 1 .0 5 1 , 5 6 5 , 2 3 4  1 , 7 1 1 , 1 1 5 . 1 1
2 3 2 1 5 . 2 4 1 1 0 , 3 8 1 , 5 8 8  1 , 6 5 2 , 5 6 9 , 7 3 1 . 4 5

 ̂ C  -)
J/OO^ 3 1 7 , 4 9 7 , 0 0 2  3 , 1 8 3 , 4 4 9 4 4 4  3 9

1 1 3 . 0 4 7 6 8 , 6 7 2  9 , 9 9 9 , 0 7 2 . 5£
6 3 5 0 .0 0 1 , 0 6 1 , 1 7 5  5 3 , 0 9 3 ,3 5 7 . 0 0
3 0 1 4 . 5 6 7 7 7 , 9 6 0  1 1 , 3 3 5 , 4 7 3 . 1 7
4 1 3 1  0 6 5 9 5 , 8 5 1  1 8 , 4 5 1 , 8 8 0 . 3 ;
2 0 5 3 , 2 0 3 , 6 5 8  9 2 , 8 7 9 , 7 8 3 0 5

4 3 . 3 6 3 , 8 1 7  1 3 , 4 3 5 .8 4
6 2 8 .0 0 6 , 4 6 4  1 7 2 , 2 7 4 . 2 0
1 5 . 1 3 5 ,0 0 0  2 4 ,4 0 0 .0 0
1 1 . 3 8 3 1 5  4 1 5 . 8 C
2 5 . 6 7 4 0 0  2 ,1 5 6 . 0 C  I

COMMERCIAL/SERVICES
C O U R J V I L L E  I N V E S T . P L C  

■NAT. S P O R T S  L O T T . P L C  

R E D  S T A R  E X P R E S S  P L C

COMP. & OFFICE EQUIP.
N C R  ( N I G E R I A )  P L C .  

O M A T E K  V E N T U R E S  P L C  

T R I P P L E  G E E  A N D  C O Y  P L C

SECTORTOTALS
c o n g l o m e r a t e :
A .  G .  L E V E N T I S  ( N IG .)  P L C  

P Z C U S S O N S  N I G E R I A  P L C  

S C O A  N I G E R I A  P L C  

T R A N S N .  C O R P . O F  N IG . P L C  

U A C  O F  N I G E R I A  P L C  

U N I L E V E R  N I G E R I A  P L C

What is 
Beta?

A  m e a s u r e ­

m e n t  o f  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  

t h e  p r i c e  o f  

a  s t o c k  a n d
f

N I G . B O T T L I N G  C O Y  P L C  

N E S T L E  N I G E R I A  P L C  

T A N T A L I Z E R S  P L C  

U T C  N I G E R I A  P L C  

S E C T O R T O T A L S  

HEALTHCARE 
E V A N S  M E D I C A L P L C .

P H A R M A - D E K O  P L C  

-  U N I / D I A G .& C L I N .S E R V .  P 

S E C T O R T O T A L S  

HOTEL&TOURISM  
IK E J A  H O T E L  P L C  

K  S E C T O R T O T A L S

IND/DOMESTIC PROD. 
A L U M A C O  P L C  

F I R S T  A L U M I N I U M  N I G . P  

V I T A F O A M  N I G E R I A  P L C  

, SECTORTOTALS 
H i  INF. & COMM. TECH. 

C H A M S  P L C  

E - T R A N Z A C T  IN T . P L C  

S T A R C O M M S  P L C  

S E C T O R T O T A L S  

p  INSURANCE
a f r i c a n a l l i a n c e i n s . p l

A I I C O  I N S U R A N C E  P L C .  

C O N T I N E N T A L  R E IN S . PLC  

C / S T O N E  I N S U R .C O .  P L C .  

C U S T . A N D  A L L I E D  IN S . PLC  

E Q U I T Y  A S S U R A N C E  P L C  

G O L D L I N K  I N S U R A N C E  PLC 

G U A R . T R U S T  A S S U R .  P L C  

G U I N E A  I N S U R A N C E  P L C .

4 0 .5 0

1 3 . 5 7

9 2 .3 6

1 4 '

2 8 . 1 3

1 0 0 .6 5

1 "  *"■ ' 4 .6 0

CONSTRUCTION
C O S T A I N  ( W A ) P L C  

J U L I U S  B E R G E R  N I G . P L C  

M U L T I V E R S E  R E S . P L C  

S E C T O R T O T A L S  

ENGINEERING TECH. 
C U T I X  P L C  _ 

S E C T O R T O T A L S  

FOOD/BEVERAGES&TOB. 
7 - U P  B O T T L I N G  C O .  P L C  

B IG  T R E A T  P L C #

C A D B U R Y  N I G E R I A  P L C  

D A N G O T E  F L O U R  M IL L S  P L C  

D A N G O T E  S U G A R  R E R  P L C  

F L O U R  M I L L S  N I G E R I A  P L C  

H / W E L L  F L O U R  M I L L  P L C  

N A T . S A L T  C O Y  N I G . P L C

1 3  

22 
1
4 1

4 6

8 7

210

68
7

3 .

7 8

1 4  

1 4

1 4

22
7 2

2 2 6

8 4

4 1

9

100

2.68
2 5 .8 0  

8 .7 1  

0 .5 0

3 9 .8 0  

2 3 .0 0

4 . 2 6

2 8 .5 0

0 .5 0

3 .4 5

6 1 5 . 0 0 0

4 .0 0 0

3 3 1 . 0 0 0

4 ,6 0 0

6 0 4 ,0 0 0

'

2 0 9 ,4 7 3

6 2 , 5 5 1

1 8

3 , 3 6 0 ,1 0 0

1 , 3 8 9 ,2 4 5

6 0 2 ,5 0 2

1 , 4 6 1 , 2 5 5  

8 , 1 8 7  

3 3 ,5 0 0  

1 , 5 0 2 , 9

3 7 5 , 0 0 0

3 0 7 .5 0 0 .0 0  

1 3 ,6 0 0 .0 0

7 8 2 .2 4 0 .0 0

3 7 , 3 9 8 .0 0  

3 8 0 ,9 8 0 .0 0  

5 2 .4 4

5 4 9 ,2 3 0 .3 4

1 . 6 1 8 . 2 7 1 . 0 0  

1 4 9 .0 4

1 .6 8 3 .0 5 0 .0 0  

5 3 , 4 6 3 , 2 6 8 . 6 2  

1 3 , 8 8 0 ,5 9 8 . 6 /  

7 1 , 1 9 4 3 6 7 . 6 /

6 , 2 1 5 , 5 6 2 . 5 9  

2 2 6 , 1 4 2 . 5 0  

1 6 , 7 5 0 . 0 0

1 , 3 1 2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0

3 0 .6 0 2 1 , 4 7 6 6 6 4 , 2 9 9 . 5 9
0 .8 1 6 5 8 , 4 6 2 5 3 3 , 0 8 4 . 2 2
1 6 . 7 0 8 0 3 ,6 0 4 1 3 , 3 5 6 , 2 7 1 . 6 5
1 3 . 1 9 6 , 1 4 9 , 5 1 8 8 1 , 0 6 2 , 9 2 0 . 2 7
1 5 . 0 1 8 ,9 3 9 ,1 3 3 1 3 4 ,1 2 3 ,7 8 4 .8 0
3 8 . 7 9 2 0 3 , 2 7 4 7 ,8 4 8 , 4 8 2 . 0 4
8 .0 7 3 4 ,0 8 0 2 7 8 , 9 2 0 . 0 0
7 .0 0 2 , 4 2 7 , 3 9 2 1 7 , 0 7 4 , 3 4 7 . 8 1

L A S A C O  A S S U R A N C E  P L C .  

L / U N I O N &  R O C K  IN S . P L C .  

M U T . B E N E F I T S  A S S U R .  PLC  

N .E .M . IN S . C O .  ( N IG .)  P L C .  

N I G E R  I N S U R A N C E  C O .  F 

O A S I S  I N S U R A N C E  P L C

U N I C  I N S U R A N C E  P L C .  

U N I T Y  K A P I T A L  A S S U R .  PL< 

U N I V E R S A L  IN S . C O Y  P L C  

I N T E R C O N T . W A P IC  IN S . PLC 

S E C T O R T O T A L S  

LEASING 
C & l  L E A S I N G  P L C  

SECTOR 
MEDIA  
D A A R  C O M M U N I C .  P L C

MORTGAGE COMPANIES
A S O  S A V . A N D  L O A N S  P L C  

R E S O R T  S A V . &  L O A N S  P L C

OTHER FINANCIAL INST.
C R U S A D E R  N I G E R I A  P L C .  

R O Y A L  E X C H A N G E  P L C

A F R I C A N  P E T R O L E U M  P L C  

B E C O  P E T R . P R O D .  P L C  

C H E V R O N  O I L  N I G E R I A  F 

C O N O I L  P L C  

E T E R N A  O I L  &  G A S  P L C .  

M O B I L  O I L  N I G E R I A  P L C .  

O A N D O  P L C  

T O T A L  N I G E R I A  P L C  

SECTORTOTALS 
PRINTING & PUBLISHING 
L O N G M A N  N I G E R I A  P L C  

U N I V E R S I T Y  P R E S S  P L C  

S E C T O R T O T A L S  

TEXTILES
U N T . N I G E R I A  T E X T . P L C

S E C T O R T O T A L S

THE FOREIGN LISTINGS
E C O B A N K T R A N S . I N C O R P .  

S E C T O R T O T A L S  

O V E R A L L T O T A L S

1 3 2 6 .0 0

3 8 2 5 2 . 0

2 4 0 .9 4

6 0  9 0

6 4 9

1 2 1 .0 5

C  2 3 2 .0 9

LC 8 2 3 . 1 1

LC. 2 2 5 .5 0

_C 9 1 . 6 7

1 4 . 9 7

L C  2 7 0 .7 3

1 0 2

5 1 .0 0

5

1 2 2 . 5 9

LC 1 0 .5 0

2 6 4 8 2

2 8

3 3 0 .7 0

1 5 .5 0

4 2 2 . 1 5

7 6

C  2 0 .7 0

1 1 5 0 .9 9

1 8 1 .0 9

1 9 0 .5 3

:  2 4 2 . 7 5

2 0 .5 0

C  3 4 0 .5 2

2 6 2 . 1 3

2 0 .5 0

C  5 0 .5 0

9 0 .6 0

. 3 8 0 .5 3

1 3 0 . 5 7

:  1 3 0 .6 4

3 1 0 .5 6

:.  4 0 .9 2

1 1 . 4 9

C  1 3 .8 0

:  3 0 .5 0

:  5 0 .6 4

2 1 0 .6 6

:  i 1 . 7 8

1 1 0 .5 0

1 9 1 . 1 0
/II 7

2 0 2 .7 0

1 6 0 . 5 6

1 6
. ..

2 2 0 .6 4  1

5 0 .5 0

3 1 0 .9 8

5 8 1

3 1 . 1 4

8 0 .6 3

1 1

: )

4 9 3 6 . 5 0

6 2 .0 8

9 6 9 . 7 9

1 1 3 3 . 5 7

2 4 6 . 1 0

1 5 9 9 .9 5

1 1 9 3 . 9 9

7 1 5 0  o b

1 3 2

2 9 . 7 6

8 5 .2 0

1 0

1 1 4 9

1

1 3 1 4 . 5 4

1 3

2 2 , 7 7 6 4

’ 6 4 , 7 7 9  

) 1 5 0 , 5 4 3

2 ,4 3 9 ,4 0 C  

3 5 , 9 1 7  

21,927,578

9 6 ,8 8 9

1 , 3 6 1 , 0 6 5

10,110
1 3 6 , 7 7 2

1 0 8 , 1 2 6

7,0 0 C

2 , 6 7 3 , 5 6 6

4,393,528

1 5 9 , 3 4 3

159,345

5 0 , 1 0 0

5 0 ,0 0 C

5 4 7 , 0 4 0

647,140

1 , 2 4 0 ,0 0 5

2 5 0 ,0 0 0

2 ,6 6 5 , 0 6 3

4 , 1 5 5 , 0 6 8

220,000
3 , 8 9 1 , 4 2 6

6 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0

5 6 6 ,4 0 0

1 , 2 6 5 , 3 1 1

4 2 ,5 0 C

3 , 6 4 9 , 6 1 2

1 , 5 1 8 , 5 3 7

1 3 , 5 0 0

1 5 7 . 8 0 0  

1 , 3 3 3 , 3 3 4  

3 , 8 0 2 ,0 7 9  

1 , 1 0 8 , 2 9 5

9 4 2 ,0 0 0

2 , 6 9 7 , 7 7 7

9 2 , 2 6 2

1 7 , 0 0 0

1,000
1 , 5 6 1 , 5 8 4

2 2 0 , 2 8 5

1 , 8 3 1 , 6 1 1

5 0 0

2 ,2 0 3 , 2 1 4

3 6 3 . 8 0 0

1 . 6 8 5 . 1 0 4 . 0 0  

3 7 ,8 8 1 ,4 0 8 .7 5

2 .3 0 2 .4 0 0 .0 0  

3 0 ,8 8 8 .6 2

2 9 6 . 8 4 1 .9 1 1 . 7 5

1 0 2 , 2 1 5 . 3 7

2 .8 9 7 . 6 0 2 .2 0

2 3 7 .0 0 2 . 4 0  

7 5 4 , 9 0 7 . 4 5

1 8 7 . 4 0 2 .4 0  

3 3 , 1 1 0 . 0 0

1 . 9 0 8 . 8 9 6 . 2 0  

6 , 1 2 1 , 1 3 6 . 0 2

1 6 3 .0 8 4 . 0 0

1 6 3 . 0 8 4 . 0 0

1 . 1 3 1 . 7 5 9 . 0 0  

2 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0

2 . 6 7 5 . 1 0 9 . 1 2

3.831.868.12

8 6 7 , 5 9 7 . 5 0

1 , 3 7 5 ,0 0 0 . 0 0

5 . 3 2 1 . 3 1 1 . 2 5

7 . 5 6 3 . 9 0 8 . 7 5

1 5 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0

3 , 8 5 2 , 5 1 1 . 7 4

7 , 3 4 9 , 0 2 6 . 4 4

3 0 2 . 7 1 7 . 0 0

3 . 4 5 4 . 4 0 6 . 4 7

2 1 . 2 5 0 . 0 0  

1 , 8 9 7 , 8 9 8 . 2 4

3 . 2 6 8 . 6 5 8 . 2 6

6 . 7 5 0 . 0 0

7 8 .9 0 0 .0 0  

8 0 8 , 3 3 3 .7 4

2 ,0 3 4 , 3 4 8 . 8 7

6 1 4 , 9 6 4 . 3 5

6 0 2 .8 8 0 .0 0  

1 , 5 2 1 , 4 0 8 . 2 2

8 8 , 5 0 3 .6 6

2 4 .1 4 0 . 0 0

3 . 6 1 0 . 0 0  

7 8 0 , 7 9 2 . 0 0  

1 4 0 , 9 8 2 . 4 0

1 . 2 2 5 . 6 7 5 . 4 8  

,8 5 0 .0 0

1 , 1 0 1 , 6 0 7 . 0 0

3 8 4 , 8 7 1 . 8 0

9 5 2 , 8 5 5

8 8 ,4 0 0

1 , 3 1 0 , 0 0 0

1 , 7 3 5 , 0 0 9

2 7 , 4 5 9

1 2 5 , 3 6 4

■

1 5 8 , 0 5 8

6 7 , 3 6 7

1 1 , 1 4 1

6 5 , 4 5 2

2 2 7 , 1 0 9

5 ,2 0 8

7 , 1 3 5

2 5 ,4 0 0

5 6 6 , 8 7 0

9 ,8 0 0

9 9 , 4 7 7

1 0 9 , 2 7 7

5 1 . 5 1 7

5 1 . 5 1 7

2 ,4 7 3 , 8 3 6 . 8 1

5 1 , 0 1 2 . 0 0

7 , 3 7 6 , 7 3 3 . 0 0

6 5 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0

1 , 6 4 8 , 7 3 4 . 7 3

2 9 , 9 3 0 .3 1

7 5 , 7 5 1 . 7 4

1 8 7 . 0 0 0

1 8 7 . 0 0 0

5 , 5 5 0 , 7 3 2 . 9 6

1 4 0 , 1 2 3 . 3 6

8 0 2 ,2 4 2 .0 0

2 ,1 8 9 , 7 8 8 . 8 0

1 , 3 7 7 , 4 0 2 . 3 8

5 1 1 , 2 7 4 . 7 5

6 7 0 , 6 1 8 . 6 5

3 , 8 1 0 , 1 0 0 . 0 0

1 5 ,0 5 2 ,2 8 2 .9 0

9 0 ,9 4 4 .0 0

5 3 1 . 3 3 8 . 9 0

622.282.90

7 6 . 7 6 0 . 3 3

76.760.33

2 .7 5 3 . 7 6 0 . 0 0

2 .7 5 3 . 7 6 0 . 0 0  

3 3 7 9 3 7 1 ,4 5 3 .7 0

G A I N E R S WAPCO
FLOURMILL
CADBURY
DANGFLOUR

0.95
0.79
0.70
0.62

L O S E R S ALUMACO
UAC-PROP
UNILEVER
NAHCO

1 . 1 8

1 . 0 4

0.84
0.36
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Follow Process, Not Personal Preference
Democracy is, primarily, about process; not the imposition 
of personal preferences.

Last Friday, Justice Dan Abutu, the Chief Judge of the Abuja 
High Court, ordered the Executive Council of the Federation 
(EOF) to, in accordance with Section 144 of the 1999 
Constitution, pass a resolution within 14 days on the state 
of health of President Umaru Musa Yar'Adua,

The court has ruled, and the least ail genuine democrats 
can do is to insistthatdue process be followed to the letter.

For the avoidance of doubt, Section 144 is about 
permanent incapacity as a ground for removing the 
President or the Vice President from office. This definitely 
should not be a frivolous exercise. To guarantee adequate 
checks and balances and ensure that this landmark 
conclusion is supported by empirical evidence (and not 
driven by emotional or political considerations), the 
Constitution prescribes a four-stage process:

Stage 1: ECF passes a resolution that the President or
Vice President is permanently incapable of 
discharging the functions of his office. That 
resolution must be supported by 2/3 majority 
of all ministers, not 2/3 of those present on a 
particular day;

Stage 2: The President of the Senate sets up a 5-
member medical panel, one of whom must be 
the personal physician of the President or the 
Vice President, and the other four being 
doctors with expertise in the relevant area(s) 
of medicine;

Stage 3: The Medical Panel set up by the President of
the Senate performs the necessary medical 
examinations) to verify the claim of the ECF 
and then issues a report to the President of 
the Senate and Speaker of House of 
Representatives;

Stage 4: it the report of ih s MCuidai Panei confirms
that the President or the Vice President 
permanent!:* . * discharging -a*
functions of ?  ̂President of the

Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives issue and sign a notice, 
which once published in the Official Gazette 
of the Government of the Federation leads to 
the removal of the President ®r Vice President 
on grounds of permanent incapacity.

On the basis of the unambiguous procedure established by 
the Constitution, which is the fundamental law of the land, 
we state the following obvious facts:

•The cabinet has been ordered by the court to use its 
judgment to pass a resolution on the state of the health 
of the President;

•The cabinet's judgment is to be exercised on whether it 
thinks the President is permanently incapable not 
temporarily incapable of continuing in office;

•The cabinet's judgment on permanent incapacity of the 
President should be supported by 2/3 of ail cabinet 
members, meaning 30 out of 44 cabinet members must 
support the resolution that the President is permanently 
incapable; i

•If for any reason, the cabinet could not muster the 
required number that the President is permanently 
incapable, the process does not proceed to the next 
stage;

•If the cabinet is able to muster the required number, then 
the medical examination (s) should follow, but not 
precede the judgment of the cabinet;

•The medical panel is to determine objectively if the 
President is permanently incapable of discharging his 
functions.

Obviously, there are some well-meaning Nigerians who 
might not be comfortable with either the ruling of the court, 
or the process stipulated by the Constitution. For those 
people, the right way to go will be to appeal the judgment or 
seek amendment of the Constitution. For those who want 
the President out by a!! means, fair and foul, they might 
have to look at other options within the Constitution,

This may end up as a moment not only to test our 
Constitution, but also an occasion to gauge our democratic
tomypyrarBffitf

nt to 
rsorsal preferences.

;{r: r.r.i thfi !ai»/c

d outcomes or their 
,. .archists who do that. And

V;. dear compatriots, endangers all of us.

THE MAY 29TH GROUP
QAU Quarters, Abuja
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FEDERAL MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM RESOURCES
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDINfi

I Significant progress has been made on the ongoing process by the Federal 
Government of Nigeria (FGN) with implementation of the Nigerian Gas 
Master-plan (NGMP), The plan, aims to put in place a robust gas grid in Nigeria 
that will concurrently support the domestic, regional and export gasmarket.

I When delivered, it will address the limitations of infrastructure capacity that 
j have severely hampered the ability of the gas sector to meet the growinq 
I domestic gas requirement of Power and Industry.

I The aspiration of the Federal Government is to make Nigeria a hub for gas 
based industries. To this end, the gas master plan seeks to develop strategies 

I that will stimulate Gas Based Industrialization in the Country in a focussed 
manner. This will contribute to the Gross Domestic Product; create 

I employment and enhance our economic development.

I At the core of the Gas Masterplan infrastructure blueprint is a network 
I comprising 3 gas gathering and processing facilities spread across three I 
I franchise areas in the Niger Delta. The facilities will each have the capacity to 
process at least 300mmcf/d of wet gas in Phase 1 growing to about 1,5bcf/d 
over time in subsequent phases. The processed dry gas will feed into a 
network of 3 transmission systems that will feed the power plants and other 
industries across the country. The strategy proposed in the NGMP is for private
St C,t°r 'nV6St0rS to build’ °Perate and own these gas processing facilities 
whilst the transmission lines will be largely owned by the FGN. An investor I
process is ongoing where investors have put in their bids and design for their 
respective processing plants within designated franchise areas of interest. The I 
designs and thair eeftH•— • M 1mm v$! be evaluated c»mpeffifvely. Followinq 
on from, this effort, the successful investors wit! execute a Franchise 
Agreement with the FGN which will stipulate the obligations of all parties.

As part of the process, the Federal Ministry of Petroleum Resources wishes to 

outlined below 'nternat,0nal consultants to Provide the range of services
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Consultancy Service Scope of Work Required Capability of consultant

Work Stream . One: 
Commercial/legal Consultancy
Service

The irm will provide support services for the execution of ai appropriate 
commercial and legal agreements between the Federal Government of Nigerian 
and the winning investor ffranchisee). The firm shall:
« Draft Hie franchise agreement fiat will govern a! the obligations of fee 

winning investment befê een the Federal Government of Nigeria and the 
coreoria.

* Oral otier suppling agreements as appropriate, Induing Gas 
Processing Agreement, Performance Bonds, art any ofeer agreements 
that may be needed,

» Support the FGN in negotiating and excising the franchise agreement 
between the federal government and the winning consortium

• Oral the offer letters including fee terms and conditions upon which the 
' offer wi! be based for the vanning investors (consortium)

in essence, the f e w !  be required to support the Federal Ministry ofPefoleum 
Resources in the facitetion and execution of all commercial and Segal 
agreements wits fee winning consortium,

The consultancy firm must have:
* At least 5 years demonstrabl e experience globally 

and to ll y in the oil and gas sector.,
* Demonstrable experience in drafting commercial 

agreements In the cfl and gas industry -  
parttajiarty gas agreements.

* Demonstrable experience in drafting 
ImrtUmtommm agreements wife 
government agencies and investors,

* Demonstrable experience in carrying out 
negotiate and executions of such contractual 
agreements

* Familiarity wife the Mger Ian Gas Master-plan 
initiative

Work stream Two: 
Documentation of the Nigerian 
Gas Master Plan

The c onsulfancy firm will provide support and services required for the 
development of the full documentation of the Nigerian Gas fester Plan. The Irm 
dial
* Carry out detailed interview of f»  p s  master plan team and other key 

stakeholders in order 1) develop complete understanding of the Federal 
GcMemmenfs Gas aspiraions and the Gas Master Plan Policy ftrust

* Idenffy information requiring update and fecitate fee update
*  Cany out a comprehensive documentation on he Nigerian Gas Master 

Plan, tie processes, approvals where necessary, induding the 
appropriate legislation tan conception to execuSon and engage in 
periodic reviews.

* Develop a Gas Master Plan high level policy document
* Produce a defiled documentation and reference material of tie Gas 

Master Plan.
* Produce a pubic version document of the gas master plan.
*  Producesensifeaion M M 4  (pamphieis) on thegas master plan,

The consutecy firm will develop the fui documentation of fie NGMP for 
the Federal Ministry of Petroleum Resources.

The Consultancy Firm must:
« to e  at least 5 years demonstrable experience 

both globally and locally in tie oil and p s  sector
*  Demonstrable experience in developing oil and 

gas policy and documentation for other count ries.
* A pod understood ng of global energy tends
*  Familiarity wifi the Nigerian Gas iasterplan 

instialve

Work stream three: Gas Based 
Industrialization Consultancy 
Service •

The consultancy firm will provide support ami services for stimulating the 
development of gas based indusWss in the count ry. The consultant shall:

* Cany out a detailed market ass essment of global gas based industries

* Undertake benchmark studies d countries that have successfully 
established gas based industries In a large scale.

* Support the Gas Master Han team and other stakeholders in the 
development of targeted mechanism and moenfees to galvanise gas 
based industrialization. in line wifi the federal government's aspiration

* WorMng wKh the Gas Master Plan team, develop the expansion of local 
infasfucture network targeted for gas based industrialization growth

« Support fee master plan team in developing a one stop shop to attrad

* Provide back oflce project management support to the Gas Master Ran 
team for fee implementation of the p s  basal Mustelzafcn agenda

The Consultancy Firm must:

the oS art gas sector
• Demonstrable experience in carrying; out a 

comprehensive gas based industry studies, 
looking at global frends, market growth, compefirg 
counties, operational issues, dynamics efc of 
petrochemical Indus Wes, Methanol and Fertilizer,

• Knowledge of sector dynamics and feedstock 
requirements,

• At least 5 years demonstrable experience to 
project management

• Familiarity with the Nigerian Gas Master Ran

Wort Stream Four: IP S  Supply, 
Pipeline Natural Gas 
Distribution and Renewable 
Energy Consultancy Service

. The consultancy firm will assist the federal government in fee development of a 
national stategy and framework for domestic LPG , PNG utilization and market 
growth, The Consultancy Irm will also assist She FGN develop appropriate 
renewable energy strategies. The firm shall:
* Cany out a comprehensive LPG , PNG and renewable energy market 

study* looking at pricing, regulatory framewort, market size, produd 
availability and current supply and distribution Ihfesf ucture across value 
chain

* Develop m appropriate integrated market solution as well as possible 
Incentives that w i grow LPG supply and dstr&ufan for dorpsfc 
consumption in the shortest possible tin*.

* Develop a pricing and regulatory framework fiat will support market 
growth of IPG; P IC  and renewal energy

*  Undertake studies of countries that have successfully implemented 
renewable energy projeds art develop appropriate soluf on for opiens 
available

* Develop an appropriate solution for each level of the value chain bearing 
in mind feat the federal governments aspiration Is to grow fee domestic 
market and increase uSIizaton within a year.

*  Carry out an inventory and aivice the Federal Government on the 
modalities of accessing all the fan* available for renewable energy 
projects

The consultancy firm:
• Have at least 5 years demonstrable experience in 

the oi art gas sector
• Demonstrable experience m carrpg out a 

comprehensive study on LPG supply and 
dislibution chain, Pipeline Natural Gas art 
Renewable Energy

• Experience in developing national policy to include 
pricing and regulatory framework

• Understanding of fee global and Nigerian LPG 
market, with Insight into fee problem preyenfng 
growfe in the Mgerian market,

:~h» Demonstrable experience cm renewable energy 
options, dynamics and countries that have 
successfully implemented renewable energy 
projects

• Understanding of global funds available for 
renewable energy and green projects

• Capci^ to deliver the IPG study aid report in six 
weeks

• Capacity to deliver the PNG art renewable energy 
options and report in 12 weeks
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Bid Proposal Contents

AH responses should be in Arial Narrow Font, size 13. 
Responses to each question on experience verification should 
not be more than 3 pages long. In addition, please submit
1. Provide the company's profile (not more than 2 pages) 

including incorporation certificate and organogram
2. CV's of key personnel that are planned for this I 

engagement
3. Provide a proposed schedule for completion of work within 

two months ;
4. Professional jfee for the service (inclusive of all local taxes)

Please note that you must submit a certificate of j 
incorporation and a valid VAT certificate, for companies | 
registered abroad, kindly submit a copy of your country's i 
registration certificate and an equivalent tax certificate as 
appropriate, failure to comply with this clause will 
automatically disqualify your company

METHOD OF APPLICATION
To respond to this advert, please submit in separate sealed 
envelopes Five (5) hard copies and a soft copy (PDF) on two I 
CDRoms of your technical and commercial (cost) bid 
document marked “Confidential”, clearly stating the work I 
stream for which submission is being made,

Your submission should be sent on or before Friday 12th 
February, 2010 at 11.00am: All applications to be submitted 
to:
Director Planning Research and Statistics,
Ministry of Petroleum Resources 
NNPC Towers, Block D, 8* Floor 
Central Business District, Herbert Macaulay Way 
Garki, Abuja. Nigeria

Candidates can apply individually or through consortiums, 
where companies are applying as consortium please include a ! 
signed MOU between all the partners, failure to do so will 
render your submission disqualified.

Candidates can apply for one or more work stream, but each 
application must be made separately.

Opening of the Bid Documents
The bid documents submitted by interested bidders wili be | 
opened publicly on Friday 12s1 of February 2010 at 11,00am at i 
the Conference Room of the Ministry of Petroleum Resources,1 
NNPC Towers, Abuja.

Prospective bidders, interested members of the Public and 
Non Governmental Organisations are hereby invited to I 
witness the opening of the documents. However applications! 
sent by post will be rejected.

For further enquiries onthe tenders, contact:
The Secretariat of the Procurement Committee (PCC)
Ministry of Petroleum Resources 
Block D 8th Floor, NNPC Towers 
Abuja .

Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Petroleum Resources,
Abuja
Please note that the advert is also available on the website: 
www.ngmproadshow.com

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF HEALTH
Federal Secretariat Phase Ilf, Ahmadu 

Bello Way, Central Area, Abuja.

The Honourable Minister o f Health, Professor B abatunde 

O sotim ehin, OON, hereby invites stakeholders and 

development partners to the formal Inauguration o f  the 

management o f  four Boards o f Regulatory Bodies in the 
Federal Ministry o f Health.

These are;

1. Radiographers Registration Board o f Nigeria 
(RRBN).

2. Dental Therapists Registration Board of Nigeria 
(DTRBN),

3. Institute o f Public Analyst of Nigeria (IPAN) and

4. Institute o f Chartered Chemists o f Nigeria (ICCN).

. . . I D a t e :

F r id a y ,  J a n u a r y  29 ,  2010 . ]

V e  n  u  e :

R o c k v ie w  H o te l,  W u s e  I I ,  A b u ja .

r g y  •
T i m e :

9.00  a m

Chairmen, Board Members and all guests are expected to 
be seated by 8:30 am

Meanwhile, please find below the list o f the respective 
boards/governing council members.

RAOLOCRAPHfRS REGISTRATION BOARD Of NIGERIA tNSTLWE Of FUBUC ANALYSTS OF NtGJRIA
L MR SAN) IBRAHIM CHAIRMAN 1. MR 6. A. SANNI CHAIRMAN
2. MR 0EMOIA AX3NTOMI MEMBER 2. SR KTRICK C. OJECHf r  v ia  CHAIRMAN
3. 0 A *tSA B A U > LA MEMBER J. DRBAHISUASAMU r  VICE CHAIRMAN
i . MS i.O. 0YE80DE MEMBER 4. MR D.A, A©H MEMBER
5. MR OlUWOU AOEOYE MEMBER $. PRGF.KU.EZEKWE MEMBER
8. MARKOiiETTE MEMBER 6. HON. N.j, ASNVUGHA MEMBER
7, MSSI8IS1OIUF0N MEMBER 1. MRS A . A. OA0A MEMBER
8. MR IBRAHIM IDRIS a  MR EJ. AINA MEMBER
?■ PROFAH. TAHIR MEMBER % MRA,M.GtDSUYI MEMBER
10. MR MARK OKEJI MEMBER 10. AtHAIIAJ. NASH MEMBER
I t  MR VINCENT IKAMAtSE 13. MRS Hi. KERI MEMBER

12. MRS A.S, QGAMBA MEMBER

13. ?RGf.ttl. M IN SK MEMBER

14, MRS N.R. GNGMAXROME MEMfeER

IS. FROf. B.T: UWUfO MEMBER

16. PROF. PATIENCE OSADEBE MEMBER

V , M8O680REME MEMBER

1  MRS GRACE OHSiMAMA CHAIRMAN

2. MRSVfCTQSAMABAKI MEMBER

3. MRSiUSKYSHGOIENOE MEMBER

4. m m m o m m A  member

5. ORDOIUNMAtOMO MEMBER

s. me.msarn memscr
?. ORV.ARESEOOly MEMBER
8. MRS OlifCHI OlOFIN MEMBER

9. MRS 9ARAM0U MEMBER

10. MS M A R  ADAM MEMBER

u :  MSS SIS! T W O T  MEMBER

12, C G L S O p iW W  MEMBER
13. ANSACNUNTV MEMBER

M f f l l  Of CHARTERED CHEMISTS Of xafflttA

i. Wf.AB0UUAHSA.2URU CHAIRMAN

I OH GOODWILL comm VICE CHAIRMAN
3. MR HARRY C. 08G10 MEMBER

4. PROF. SIMON K  GXWUTE MEMBER

' I  DR. (MRS) FANNA t  .ABDOIRAHMAN MEMBER

-  6. PR aO M W U EM EKA  A. MWA0IW WE MEMBER

7. member

l  DR.(MRS) MARY 0, EDEMA MEMBER
9. CHIEf FRANCIS 8. A0f FASATI MEMBER

18. MR. GTKNIEL M. MYISA MEMBER

I!, CHIEF JOHN A. A8AH MEMBER
I t  PRINCES5 MARUNE 5.WA2RI MEMBER

0 , M IS  MARV-ASN 0, A8EIX0 SgM

S i g n e d :

L, N. Awute, mni
P e r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r y

http://www.ngmproadshow.com
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Humans'could one day be 
capable of running up to 4 0 m p h '

A new study suggests humans 
could one day run at speeds of up 
to 40mph - more than 10 miles 
faster than the worlds fastest 

. runner Usain Bolt.
^  Researchers investigating the 

factors that limit human speed 
found that the top speed humans 
are capable of may be determined 
by how quickly muscles in the 
body can move.

Previous studies have sug­
gested the main hindrance to 
speed is that limbs can only take 
a certain amount of force.

But according to new 
research, published in the Jour­
nal of Applied Physiology, 
human limbs can handle a lot 
more force than what is applied 
during top-speed running.

Scientists used a high-speed 
treadmill capable of attaining 
speeds greater than 40 miles per 
hour which could record pre­
cise measurements of the forces 
applied to the surface with each 
footfall.

They also had subjects’ per­
form at high speeds in different 
gaits.

The researchers found that 
the ground forces applied while 
hopping on one leg at top speed 
exceeded those applied during 
top-speed forward running by 
30 per cent or more, and that the 
forces generated by the active 
muscles within the limb were 
roughly 1.5 to 2 times greater in 
the one-legged hopping gait by 
the subjects.

They said the new work 
showed that running speed

■ejc r,f »i,ic ...
■L” d  &e ;.= p-=-bse o f •

faster than the world's fastest man Usain Bolt

Athletes such as Jesse Owens have amazed sports fans for the 
speeds they can reach, but new research suggests humans are 
capable of running much faster. Owens reached 21.7mph at the 
Berlin Olympics in 1936

limits are set by the contractile 
speed limits of the muscle fibers 
themselves, with fiber contractile 
speeds setting the limit on how 
quickly the runners limb can 
apply force to the running surface.

‘Our simple projections indi­
cate that muscle contractile speeds 
that would allow for maximal or

near- maximal forces would per­
mit running speeds of 35 to 40 
miles per hour and conceivably 
faster,’ co-researcher Matthew 
Bundle of University of Wyo­
ming said.s

The paper, titled ‘The biolog­
ical limits to running speed are 
imposed from the ground up,’

was inspired by Bolt’s record- 
setting performances.

Bolt holds the world record 
time of 9.58 seconds for the 
100m sprint, which he secured 
at the World Championships in 
Berlin last year.

And U.S athlete Jesse Owens 
equalled the world record at the

1936 Berlin Olympics by running 
the 100m in 10.3 seconds, a time 
which was not bettered for 20 
years. This equated to 21.7mph.

The record has slowly 
advanced since it was first set by 
American Donald Lippincott, 
who recorded a time of 10.6 sec­
onds in 1912.

Women have just an eighth of their eggs left by 30, scientists claim
MOST women have just an 
eighth of their eggs left by the 
time they reach 30, according to 
a new study.

Scientists have discovered 
how many eggs a woman has in 
her ovaries - her ovarian reserve 
- from conception to menopause.

The study, using data from 
women in the UK, US and Europe, 
is the first time that scientists have 
ever modelled human ovarian 
reserve from establishment before 
birth to menopause around 50 
years of age.

Tom Kelsey, a Senior Research 
Fellow at the School of Computer 
Science at St Andrews, said: ‘Pre­
vious models have looked at the 
decline in ovarian reserve, but not 
at the dynamics of ovarian reserve 
from conception onwards.

‘Our model shows that for 95 
per cent of women, by the age 
of 30 years, only 12 per cent of

NINETY-FIVE per cent of 
women have just an eighth of 
their eggs left by the time they 
reach 30, according to scientists
their maximum ovarian reserve is 
present, and by the age of 40 years

%
only three per cent remains.’

The new research provides 
further evidence for the theory 
that women are born with a fjxed 
number of non-growirg follicles 
- eggs - that decline with increas­
ing age.

Baby girls are born with egg 
cells, or oocytes, in her ovaries. 
At around the 20th week of preg­
nancy, the number of oocytes 
reaches a peak of around six to 
seven million.

But by birth this number has 
reduced to between one and two 
million and no more oocytes 
develop.

At puberty, only about 
300,000 to 400,000 remain and 
from then on around 1,000 die 
during each menstrual cycle until 
the menopause

Using the model, the scien­
tists identified several important 
new findings that are likely to

inspire research.
Dr Hamish Wallace, a con­

sultant oncologist at Edinburgh’s 
Royal Hospital for Sick Children, 
said: ‘A better understanding of 
the dynamics of ovarian reserve 
will help us to predict which chil­
dren and young people treated for 
cancer are most at risk of an early 
menopause. These patients may 
benefit from having their eggs fro­
zen before cancer treatment starts.

‘Furthermore our model pro- 
videsno evidence for the presence 
of stem germ cells in the ovary that 
could increase the number of eggs 
present in the ovary and delay the 
menopause.’

The new study identifies 
an important but unexplained 
change in ovarian reserve dynam­
ics at around 14 years.

‘At around 14 years, something 
happens that we’ve never seen 
before: the rate of recruitment of

Furthermore 
our model 
provides no 
evidence for 
the presence of 
stem germ cells 
in the ovary 
that could 
increase the 
number of eggs

immature eggs towards mature 
eggs drops off and we don’t know 
why,’ Dr Kelsey said.

‘Of course at that age there 
are a lot of hormonal changes 
that might account for this new 
observation.’
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Sign Language

Empty words! Where are the enforcers?
Photo location: Maiduguri market, by Bala Geidam

EASY CROSSWORDS
ACROSS

1. Under the 
weather

S .  about
(approxi­
mately, 2 
wds)

9 .    Fields
cookies

12. "Thin Man” 
dog

t a  Moffo of the 
Met

14. Clock 
numeral

15. Turn end 
over end

17. Social 
Security 
no,

18. Promissory 
note

19. Fountain 
and Seeger

21 Fudd
24. Despise
26. Herbal drink
27 .  Stanley

Gardner
29. Breaking 

stories
32 and roll
34, Always, 

poetically
35- Poet 

Teasdate
36. Son of 

Isaac
37. Therefore, 

to Caesar
39. Actor 

Robbins
40. Air current
42. Hazardous

44. Actor 
Benjamin

46. Sickly

47. Take it on
the__
(flee)

48. Interpret 
54. Angle

7. Billfold bill
8  Waldo

Emerson 
9. Abuses 

10. Upward

55. Jerk
56. Author 

Wister
57. “Dames at

58. Adjusts
59. Unites

DOWN
1. Cul-de-.__
2. "The Lady

 Tramp”
(2 wds.)

3. Middle 
(abbr.)

4. TV'sCouric
5. Third- 

largest 
Hawaiian 
island

6. SSW s opp.

11. Trans-

1 2 3
4

12

IS

21 22 23

1

8 7

|
u k  \

141
148 49

I - —

16. Had on
20. Very long 

time 
periods

21. To be (Fr.)
22. Goreey and 

Can oft
23. Nutty 

Hawaiian 
souvenir

24. Medic__
bracelet

25. ice mass
28. Parrotfish

milieu
30. Judicial 

order
31. Alike
33. Russell or 

Vonnegut
38. Nocturnal 

birds
4t, Lawyers 

(abbr)
43. Let
44. Diner 

orders, for 
short

46. Steakhouse 
order

46. Readies a  
printing 
press

49. "Norma "
50. Tolling 

insect
51. Wonder
52. Actor 

Danson
53. OTooie's 

rank (abbr.)

(

Solution to Easy Crosswords
E G G O

C L A P

H O L E

O W E D

( 7 )

E N T
R O O

A N A

S E D

SUDOKU
The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid 
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions).The 
numbers already present within the puzzle are 
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is 
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells. 
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col­
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column 
and region must contain just one instance of each 
number, 1-9.

73

2 4 6 1
3 1 8 5

8 4 1 2

6 2 1
5 9 8

5 9 3

8 9 4 5

1 4 8
t

4 7 2 9

Solution to Sudoku 72

2 6 7 8 5 9 4 1 3

3 4 9 7 1 6 8 5 2

5 8 1 4 2 3 9 7 6

7 9 5 1 6 4 2 3 8

8 1 3 2 9 7 5 6 4

6 2 4 3 8 5 1 9 7

4 5 8 6 3 1 7 2 9
1 7 6 9 4 2 3 8 5

9 3 2 5 7 8 6 4 1



DAILY TRUST Wednesday, January 27,2010

News Extra

391

X,

Obama urged to hand over 
Christmas Day Bomber to the military
...For further interrogation and charges
T;

i
I wo senior US sena­
tors have urged the 
Obama administra­
tion to hand over to 
the military the man 

accused of trying to blow up a 
passenger jet on Christmas Day 
to face further interrogation and 
charges.

Joe Lieberman, chairman of 
the Senate Homeland Security 
Committee, and a Republican 
member of the committee, Susan 
Collins, demanded that former 
University College London engi­
neering student Umar Farouk 
Abdul Mutallab be charged as an 
enemy combatant rather than in a 
US criminal court.

The decision to charge him 
in a criminal court “almost cer­
tainly prevented the military 
and the intelligence community 
from obtaining information that 
would have been critical to learn­
ing more about how our enemy 
operates and to preventing future 
attacks,” they said in a letter to 
Attorney General Eric Holder 
and Obamas counter-terrorism 
adviser John Brennan.

Abdul Mutallab, a 23-year- 
old Nigerian, was inter­
viewed for about an hour 

by FBI agents and a day later was 
charged in a US criminal court 
with trying to blow up Northwest 
flight 253 as it was approaching 
Detroit from Amsterdam on Dec 
25.

How the Obama administra­
tion handled the case has become 
almost daily fodder for Repub­
licans, who accuse the White 
House of not being tough enough

Obama
i  • i

admm-

daiiy fod­
der for

PRESIDENT Barack Obama administration has been urged to hand over Umar Farouk Abdul 
Mutallab (right) to the military

on national security matters, 
charges officials have denied.

During Abdul Mutallab’s 
interrogation, he told investiga­
tors that he had trained in Yemen 
and had been given the bomb 
device by al Qaeda militants, a 
law enforcement source has said.

After the interview, he was 
read his rights informing him he 
could request an attorney and did 
not have to speak to law enforce­
ment officers.

That has incensed many 
Republicans and Lieberman,

a former Democrat turned 
Independent, who said Abdul 
Mutallab committed an act of war.

They also were concerned that 
the intelligence community was 
cut out of the interview and the 
decision.

“The administration can 
reverse this error, at least to some 
degree, by immediately trans­
ferring Abdul Mutallab to the 
Department of Defense,” Lieber­
man and Collins said.

Obama officials have 
defended their decisions about

Abdul Mutallab’s interrogation 
and arrest, arguing they obtained 
useful intelligence before he was 
read his rights and pointed to past 
cases where terrorism suspects 
have been charged in U.S. crimi­
nal courts, like would-be shoe 
bomber Richard Reid.

“The FBI did have an oppor­
tunity to interrogate Mr. Abdul 
Mutallab,” White House spokes­
man Robert Gibbs told reporters. 
“They got intelligence, useful and 
actionable intelligence, that was 
then transmitted back to officials

cans

throughout the government.”
A Justice Department spokes­

woman declined to comment on 
the request by Lieberman and 
Collins and pointed to a state­
ment issued last week defending 
the decisions.

cc Those who now argue that a 
different action should have 
been taken in this case were 

notably silent when dozens of 
terrorists were successfully pros­
ecuted in federal court by the 
previous administration,” Justice 
Department spokesman Matt 
Miller said last week.

. . .  President Obama called for jury service
Here’s an easy excuse 

for getting out of an 
inconvenient spot of 
jury duty: a meeting 
with the president of 

the Kurdistan region in Iraq. It may 
not work for everyone - but it works 
for Barack Obama.

Î ate last year a summons for 
Barack Hussain Obama of 5046 
South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago, 
arrived, instructing him to report 
for jury service at Cook County’s 
Bridgeview courthouse.

Obama now spends more time 
at his work address, 1600 Pennsyl­
vania Avenue, Washington DC -  
better known as the White House - 
and sent word that he was otherwise 
engaged running the country.

Obama of course has a busy 
time, with his first State of the Union 
address today, in which he hopes to 
turn around his sagging political 
fortunes. But otherwise the week 
seems pretty clear. Today he was 
meeting the Los Angeles Lakers 
basketball team. And President 
Massoud Barzani of the Kurdistan 
regional government was dropping 
by later in the afternoon.

In many respects Obama would 
have made an excellent juror, with 
his degree from Harvard Law 
School and his years teaching law at 
the University of Chicago. But the 
other jurors may have been intimi­
dated by his presence, not to men­
tion his ability to grant a presidential 
pardon if he did not like the verdict.

Yet when Chicago’s most famous 
resident, Oprah Winfrey, was called 
to serve in 2004, she turned up and 
helped convict a 27-year-old man 
on a charge of first-degree murder. 
Like Obama, Oprah had an empire 
to run but that did not deter her 
from earning $ 17 a day for the three 
days she spent in court.

Obama is not the first US presi­
dent to be picked for jury service. 
In 2005 George Bush was called 
to serve in Texas, near his ranch 
in Crawford. But he also skipped 
the chance to deliver justice. The 
same month Bush’s presidential 
opponent, John Kerry, was also 
summoned. Unlike Bush, Kerry 
reported for duty and was even 
elected foreman by his jury peers. PRESIDENT Barack Obama
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Thousands of hungry Haitians 
overrun peacekeepers delivering food

CHILDREN hold up placards demanding help in Leogane, one of the towns worst hit by the earthquake

Thousands o f hungry 
Haitians spilled into 
the streets defeating 
barbed wire and a 
tiny contingent of 
blue-helmeted UN peacekeep­

ers distributing food.
The chaotic scene unfolded 

outside the wrecked presidential 
palace in Port-au-Prince where 
aid agencies struggled to control 
4000-strong mass o f desperate

Haitians, two weeks after the 
devastating earthquake struck.

Security forces fired pepper 
spray into the air in an effort to 
disperse the thousands of men, 
women and children jostling for

food.
As the overwhelmed soldiers 

finally retreated, people rushed 
forward to grab sacks o f pinto 
beans and rice, emblazoned with 
the U.S. flag.

A vomiting pregnant
woman, still gesturing at 
her mouth to show hun­

ger, was carried off by UN troops 
after collapsing out o f the crush 
of bodies.

Soldiers had done their best 
to prepare for the crowds. They 
erected barbed wire, cutting off 
the street from the sprawling tent 
city. Troops then ordered peo­
ple to line up in four queues, 20 
yards from where the food was to 
be dumped.

Two trucks were parked 
between the people and food, 
while a UN armoured car was 
on guard to the side.

But even the peacekeep­
ers armed with batons and riot 
shields could not hold back the 
agitated crowds.

Every time a soldier fired a 
warning shot the crowds 
jumped back just for a 

moment, and then pushed for­
ward again screaming.

The episode came two days 
after similar scenes in the Point 
Rouge area, when Brazilian U.N. 
peacekeepers were forced to fire 
flash grenades and pepper spray

to dissipate an unruly crowd.
‘Due to insufficient strength 

o f military personnel providing 
security in the site o f the distri­
bution, the population tried to 
loot, putting the lives of the mil­
itary personnel and the (World 
Food Programme) members in 
danger,’ according to an internal 
Brazilian UN report.

With thousands left without 
food after the melee, president 
Rene Preval called for more 
tents for the homeless who are 
spread across empty lots, parks 
and plazas in the hundreds of 
thousands.

Meanwhile as Haiti’s 
mobile phone system 
began working again, 

thousands o f voicemails and 
texts from people trapped in the 
ruins were heard and seen for the 
first time.

Survivor Rene Emile, 32, 
cried when she read the text from 
her husband Peter who was on 
training course in the capital 
when the building he was in col­
lapsed.

He wrote: ‘Send help, we are 
still alive. May the Lord bless 
you and keep you, his face shines 
upon you. I love you.’

Mrs Emile told the The Sun: 
‘This is all I have left o f my hus­
band. Some words on a cellphone 
screen. This is all there is and it 
arrived too late.’
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Beekeeper wakes up in coffin after doctor declares him dead
bee-
pro-A Polish 

keeper 
nounced 
dead after 
he suffered 

a suspected heart attack 
was about to be sealed up 
in a coffin when a funeral 
director miraculously dis­
covered a faint pulse.

Jozef Guzy collapsed 
as he started work among 
his beloved hives near the 
southern city of Katowice.

An ambulance was 
ailed and an experienced 
octor declared that the 

76-year-old had died.
Jerzy Wisniewski, 

a spokesman for the 
Regional Ambulance Serv­
ice in Katowice, said: ‘The 
patient was not breathing, 
there was no heart beat, the 
body had cooled - all are the 
characteristics of death.

a miracle!”
The ambulance was 

called again and the same 
doctor returned. He con­
firmed the pensioner had 
‘come back from the dead’.

Mr Guzy was taken to 
hospital where puzzled 
doctors failed to find any­
thing wrong with him.

After a few days rest, he 
was sent home.

Mr Wysluchato said: 
‘Thank God I did not close 
the coffin - if I had done 
that it would have been a 
tragedy.

‘Something touched me 
to touch his neck - I’m so 
pleased he’s alive.’

H is wife, Ludmila, 
said: ‘I could not 
believe it when 

they said he was dead. The 
doctor put a white sheet

Hi Jjjlji -

i
JOZEF Guzy was declared dead by a doctor after he 
collapsed

Three hours later, an 
undertaker arrived to take 
Mr Guzy s body away.

Funeral director Dar- 
iusz Wysluchato placed the 
man’s body in a coffin and 
was about to seal the lid 
when his wife, Ludmilla, 
asked him to remove his 
watch.

As Mr Wysluchato fid­
dled with the watch chain 
he happened to touch Mr 
Guzy’s neck and detected 
a pulse. •

He said: ‘I touched 
around the neck 
artery and sud­

denly realised he wasn’t 
dead after all. I checked 
again and shouted, “It’s a 
pulse!”

‘I had a friend check 
and he noticed the man 
was breathing. God, it was

■4

THE coffin

over him and three hours 
later local undertakers 
pulled up.’

Mr Guzy added: ‘The 
undertaker saved my life. 
The first thing I did when I 
got out of hospital was take 
him a pot of honey.’

It comes just weeks after 
a hospital in southwest 
China prematurely 

sent a man injured in a 
motorbike crash to a mor­
tuary.

Zhang Houming, 46, 
was found breathing and 
with a faint heartbeat in his 
coffin by his family.

He was taken back to 
hospital, but died an hour 
later.

His family, from the 
city of Neijiang in Sichuan 
province, are now claiming 
£136,000 in compensation.
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FG to spend N8.5 bn on Gombe/Yola Road
From: Mustapha Suleiman & Aliyu 
m. Hamagam

TH E Federal Government will 
spend over N  8 billion on the 
reconstruction o f the higly dilap­
idated 275 kilometers Gombe/ 

‘ Yola road, the Minister o f Works, 
Housing and' Urban Develop­
ment, Alhaji Hassan Lawal has 
said.

The Minister made the dis­
closure during a courtesy call 
on Governor Danjuma Goje on

Monday in Gombe, adding that 
he was in the state as part o f the 
nationwide tours embarked upon 
by his ministry for inspecting 
ongoing federal roads projects.

He also stated while inspecting 
the Gombe bypass road awarded 
to TRIACTA Nig.Ltd, that the 
contract o f the bypass was ini­
tially awarded 15 years ago and 
abandoned by sucessive admin­
istrations , until the coming of 
the present administration which 
deemed it fit to re-award the con­

tract at the cost o f N  i . l  billion.
Dr. Lawal said, by March this 

year the contract for the recon­
struction o f Bauchi/pom be as 
well as Gombe/ Biu highway road 
would be awarded, saying the 
project was expected to be funded 
by the World Bank.

Other road projects to be bank­
rolled by the World Bank in the 
state, the Minister said includes 
the 100 kilometers road stretch 
that would start from Nafada/ 
Potiskum junction and termi­

nate at Gombe Abba, explaining 
that when the road was completed 
several villages and towns along 
the road would be linked up with 
the federal highways.

Federal Government had also 
indicated' interest to reimburse 
the Gombe state government 
the sum o f N  3. 4 billion for the 
money spent on the construction 
o f seven kilometers dual carriage 
way on the federal highway road 
that intersected the state capital.

Responding, Governor D an­

jum a Goje commended the fed­
eral government for considering 
the re-awarding o f the Gombe 
bypass road construction, 
explaining that when the bypass 
is completed, the frequent acci­
dents being experienced in the 
state capital would drastically 
reduced.

The minister’s entourage has 
since left for Adamawa State in 
continuation o f the federal gov­
ernment roads project inspec­
tion tour.

Renovation of Nigerian 
High Commission in 
S/Africa underway
THE federal government has 
embarked on the renovation o f 
thebuilding housing the Nigeria 
High Commission in Pretoria

The Southern Africa corre­
spondent o f NAN reports that 
several parts o f the building had 
become an eyesore as a result o f 
leaking roofs while some parts 
were showing signs o f collapse.

The renovation-is also to pro­
vide a more befitting visa section 
and libraryat the High Com m is­
sion.

When the High Commission 
was visited yesterday workmen 
were seen working in various sec­

tions of building. Some officials of 
the High Commission, who spoke 
on condition o f anonymity, wel­
comed the renovation saying that 
it would promote Nigeria’s profile 
in South Africa.

Renovation work is also being 
undertaken in official residences 
of staff of the Commission. A staff 
of the High Commission said that 
the situation was so bad in many 
o f the residential quarters and 
was exposing occupants to secu­
rity risks.

“It was so bad in some official 
residences last year that it led to 
some burglaries,” the official said.

OPIC boss calls for LG support 
on housing estates
From Kehinde Akinyemi, Abeokuta

THE Managing Director of Ogun 
State Property and Investment Cor­
poration (OPIC), Engr. Omobo, 
has called for the support o f the 
local governments in the state in 
area of land provision for develop­
ment of housing estates in the state.

The OPIC boss made this 
appeal in a chat with Environment 
Trust, after defending the corpora­
tion 2010 budget estimates at the 
State House of Assembly, Abe­
okuta, hinting that such gesture had 
been done by Ikenne local govern­
ment last year. Omobo explained 
that the provision of land by the 
local govemmentwouldasortofjoint

effort aimed at providinghouses for the 
peopleofthecoundlareairrespectiveof 
where the land is provided ‘It is a kind 
of joint effort If Ikenne local govern­
ment can be emulated we are going to 
havelessproblemingettinglandforour 
housing project

He stressed that the Ikenne local 
government provided land for the 
construction of 12 housing units as 
first phase, noting that such assistance 
would remove the bottleneck the cor­
poration often face with land owners/ 
speculators.

“But, if such is coming from the 
local government we shall definitely 
be relieved from the problem of Omo 
Onileand we can successfully executive 
such estates.”

FHA buys into Kaduna Millennium 
City project
By Nasir Imam

THE Federal Housing Author­
ity (FHA) is to participate in the 
development o f the Kaduna Mil­
lennium City, a new town devel­
opment programme of the state 
government.

The Authority’s Managing 
Director, Arc Tervfcr Gemade 
announced this in Kaduna after 
a courtesy call on Kaduna State 
Governor, Arc Mohammed 
Namadi Sambo.

Gemade said the FHA was 
delighted at the invitation to par­
ticipate in the project because it

was in line with one of the models 
already outlined for its delivery of 
100,000 housing units nationwide 
by 2013.

He assured the Governor that 
the new FHA had the person­
nel, expertise and will to deliver 
top grade houses in good, well- 
planned environments as envis­
aged under the Kaduna Millen­
nium City project.

He also pleaded with the gov­
ernor to hasten the process o f 
providing titles for the FHA’s land 
holdings in the State.

Gemade praised the great 
strides already taken by Sambo

towards the development o f the 
state and urged him to accept 
the FHA as a partner in those 
efforts.
. Earlier, Governor Sam bo 
praised the Management o f the 
Authority for the new direction 
it has chosen for the organiza­
tion and pledged his adm inis­
tration’s continued support for 
and co-operation with FHA.

Gem ade was accom panied 
on the visit by the Authority’s 
Executive Director, M anage­
ment Services, Alhaji Abubakar 
Abba Abdulkadir and other top 
management staff.

International bodies seek regulation on land reforms
By Tina A. Hassan

THE Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) and the Sahel and West 
Africa Club (SWAC) have called 
for an evaluation o f land policies 
on agriculture and investment in 
West Africa to fight the challenges 
of land pressure and food security 
in the region.

At a Strategy and Policy Group 
meeting held in Bamako, Mali 
recently, the two bodies jointly 
agreed that challenges related to 
food security, long term invest­
ment and peace in West Africa has 
to do with commercial pressure for 
acquiring, a challenge that need to 
be tackled in the land law reforms.

They said that it is necessary to 
development and investment poli­

cies in agriculture to enable coun­
tries secure their food future instead 
of using land for other commercial 
purposes, mainly to the detriment of 
local populations.

SWAC/OECD said it is leading 
a regional dialogue on West Afri­
can dynamics related to commercial 
pressures on land

The dialogue is based on the 
combined conclusions o f numer­

ous research institutes, and SWAC’s 
experience in land reforms, agricul­
tural transformation and conflict as 
well as work within the OECD in 
terms of investment.

According to the bodies, the sit­
uation of land deteriorated over the 
years leading to food challenges in 
some countries in within the region.

This they say calls for action to 
raise awareness among leaders of

frameworks respectful to human 
rights, economy, land and social 
environment for investment in West 
African land.

The United Nations’ Special 
Rapporteur on the Right of Food has 
interpreted human rights principles 
in land acquisition to mean a call for 
human rights to be respected in the 
negotiation of large scale farm land 
acquisition or leasing contracts.
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How N2bn railway Project was awarded at N24bn
ByShehuAbubakar

ALLEGATIONS of inflation 
o f contract sums, abuse o f due 
process and corrupt practices 
in the award o f contracts for the 
rehabilitation o f the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation (NRC)in 
the Ministry o f Transport under 
its Minister, Alhaji Ibrahim Isa 
Bio has divided the ranks o f the 
members o f the NRC board and 
is now causing friction among top 
officials o f the Corporation. Some 
officials o f the Corporation that 
spoKk to Daily Trust on condi­
tion o f anonymity lamented that 
the recommendation they gave 
to government as professionals 
and operational staff o f the Nige­
rian Railway Corporation that 
the nations’ railway system could 
be rehabilitated with the sum of 
only N2 billion were unjustly dis­
carded and thrown away.

Some of the Corporation’s 
engineers and technical staff 
said they gave government a fac­
tual and realistic estimate o f N2 
billion as the actual cost for the 
total rehabilitation o f the entire 
existing railway system but were 
surprised to discover that the 
amount for the rehabilitation o f 
the sector had been inflated to 
N24 billion even when nothing 
new had been added to what was 
recommended by them. They 
noted that the inflated N22 bil­
lion could have been saved by 
government and injected into 
some other useful ventures if 
government had adhered to their 
professional advice.

We are staff o f the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation. We are 
the operators, the engineers, the 
technical and professional staff 
o f the Corporation. We suffered 
several years o f neglect and job­
lessness. Now that the govern­
ment has shown seriousness in 
rehabilitating the railway sec­

tor, we said only N2 billioh is 
needed for the total rehabilita­
tion. We gave them list o f what 
is required for the rehabilitation 
and how to go about the execu­
tion o f the project. Unfortunately, 
the N2 billion estimate we gave 
to the government has now been 
inflated to N24 billion. Apart 
from the inflation o f the contract 
sum, no part o f the job captured 
in our recommendation has been 
added.

“We are worried because 
when government finally spend 
N24 billion where ordinarily N2 
billion could have done the job, it 
will not be interested in address­
ing staff welfare and other finan­
cial demands.

This N24 billion the present 
administration is spending in 
the rehabilitation o f the old tracks 
could have been used in laying 
new tracks for the country. We 
are concerned at the over 1,000 
percent inflation o f the contract 
sum. We have also been watching 
the controversies surrounding 
the award of the contracts that led 
the ministry having several cases 
pending before the EFCC,” the 
source added.

A member o f the railway 
board, who also pleaded ano­
nymity, said the abuse o f due

process in the award o f con­
tract for the rehabilitation o f the 
nations railway was discussed by 
the railway board at its meeting 
o f December 29, 2009 in Abuja.
By right, the board suppose to 

deliberate and agree on any rail­
way contract before it recom­
mend to the Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) through the M in­
ister for approval. But unfortu­
nately, the meeting o f the board 
was summoned on December 
29, 2009 by 10am to deliberate 
on the contract for the rehabili­
tation o f the Jebba to Kano rail­
way line that was to be awarded 
to Costain West Africa that same 
day by 4pm.

“It has already been decided 
and invitations were already dis­
tributed invited people to wit­
ness the signing o f the contract 
by 4pm that day before we were 
asked to come for a meeting by 
10am the same day to agree on 
what has already been decided.

There was no record any­
where indicating that Costain 
West Africa ever handled any 
railway project in the past. In any 
case, the board suppose to meet, 
deliberate and agree on who 
should be recommended for the 
contract and not for us to adopt 
the decisions o f the minister. We

were still at the meeting that day 
when the minister sent a bus to 
convey us to Transcorp hotel to 
witness the signing ceremony. 
That is not how it is suppose to 
be,” the source said.

But the Minister, Ibrahim Isa 
Bio said, “We want to make sure 
Nigerians enjoy railway services. 
The challenges are enormous, 
people call us names. People 
who are use to the old order o f 
doing things, they want used to 
continue that way.

We are not o f particular inter­
est to a particular contractor, to a 
particular sector, to a particular 
group, but what is o f particular 
interest to this administration is 
delivery. If you are able to deliver 
or you have the ability to deliver, 
we would work together.

“Initially, it was the concep­
tion o f both the Nigerian Railway 
Corporation that about two bil­
lion will be able to do this reha­
bilitation. But when we got Con­
sultants from UK and the US to 
do piroper condition assessment, 
it has tripled or even quadrupled. 
Because the thing has migrated 
from N2 billion to about N24 
billion.

M r President being a com ­
mitted President has accepted 
to embark and therefore, he has 
captured the additional require­
ment in the supplementary 
budget which has been signed.
I want to once again, thank Mr 
President for his commitment to 
once again revive the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation.

On the alleged disagree­
ments between the ministry 
and prospective contractors and 
staff of the ministry on the issue 
of contracts that led to making 
complaints o f some fraudulent 
acts, the minister said, “I would 
like to decline any comment on 
that for now because my m inis­
try has made a lot o f complains

to the EFCC and they are inves­
tigating. It will be prejudicial now 
to say anything on that.” He com­
mended the railway board for 
cooperating with the ministry in 
ensuring that the railway projects 
are executed as planned.

Commenting, Chairman o f 
Costain West Africa, Mr Kola 
Karim said, “Costain West Africa 
is 62 years old in Nigeria. The reju­
venation o f this company started 
4 and half years ago. Today, you 
find the strength in our company. 
When you talk about rail, i will 
confirm this to the Nigerian peo­
ple; the only new rail job that has 
been completed in this country is 
been done at the Lagos and Port- 
Harcpurt ports and that was done 
and completed by Costain West 
Africa Pic. It is important i assure 
you that Costain West African is 
Nigerian, powered by Nigerians 
and driven by the best o f techni­
cal skills and ability. So, I assure 
you that when we put our name 
to it, we get it done.

“One very important portion 
o f this job that Nigerians should 
know is that the civil part o f this 
job is huge. There is a portion of 
it called the Akere Bridge which 
connects the Southern part o f 
Nigeria to the Northern portion 
in Niger state.”

ALHAJI Ibrahim Isa Bio Minis­
ter of Transport

National Museum  partners 
foreign firm on Lagos museum
By Maureen Onochie

PLANS are under way to repo­
sition the Lagos M useum  and 
transform  it to a m ajor tourist 
destination and centre o f excel­
lence.

The project will be jointly 
executed by the National C om ­
m ission for Museum and M on­
um ent and Fosters and Part­
ners, A British Architectural 
firm.

Speaking at tffe design pres­
entation in Abuja Yesterday, 
Architect A rm strong Yakubu 
representing Fosters and Part­
ners international noted that 
the Lagos m useum  holds a 
lot o f items which are better 
than what m ost m useums in the 
world have.

Arc. Yakubu condemned the 
use o f  thick walls around the 
m useum  buildings as a ;secu- 
rity barrier adding that p eo ­

ple should have access to their 
treasury without hindrance.

He also said although the 
major components o f the build­
ing are traditional they will be 
used in a m odern way that the 

- buildings will shade them ­
selves, there wouldn’t be a need 
for a lot o f  electricity to run 
the building or depend on the 
national grid.

In his speech, the D irector 
General o f  the National C om ­
m ission M useum  and M onu­
ment, M allam  Yusuf Abdal- 
lah disclosed that a company, 
M RDE in D ecem ber 2009 had 
earlier m ade a design presen­
tation o f the m useum  building 
and hopes to soon select which 
company would be awarded the 
contract for the project.

Abdallah said the project 
will not be im m ediate saying 
that funds have to be raised for 
the project to be carried out.

O m u s e r n e n f  p o r k

d i s c l a i m e r
The management o f  A buja A m usem ent P a rk
w ishes to notify  the general public that 

^toliM linedL Surai who claims to be the owner or 
a relation to the owner and or staff o f  the Abuia

r c ’ f i i t i o i i — o f  t h f s  o w n e r  t t t t t l  t > t -

A n y  person or persons w h o  does business w ith
f,J*h ’ W regards to the organization does so at his 
or her own risk

S i g n e d :  

M a n a g e m e n t



DAILY TRUST Wednesday, January 27,2010

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
the Monetary Policy CommMee

business decisions. Consequently find below the aooHrahiP ra fL  S  Sanks D̂MBs) be made public to guide
published every Wednesday in some s e le c te d ^ w S S n S S S iS *^  ?h * , 33 at 2 2 /0 1 /2 0 1 Th« rates will be
Central Bank of Nigeria ! Newspapers*The rates w,» also be available on the website of the

^Average Deposit and Lending Rates as at 22-01-2010
DeDO$it Lending Rate

o n  t o a n s  a n d  a d v a n c e s - 11"  -
(Signed)

Management

cost of borrowings and also
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INTERNAUEXTERNAL VACANCY ANNOUMCEMFMT
Tte Unted Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the leading UN organization in Reproduces Health and

ff rthefol‘owins posSof®in ■» Peid Office in Abuja:
! 2 ^  m,0<!Ve,opment(p&D)* n o d ^ s i i )

Duty Post: ABUJA
Type of Contract: Fixed Tern
Duration: One Year (Subject to renewal upon satisfactory performance}

Mata Tasks and Responsibilities

E f  fi? ° f She Re,SKjent ^ P ^n tatrve  and direct supervision of the Deputy 
H E M *  « f  PragrammeAdvsser/Head, (P&D) will lead UNFPA’s work in poputatioS

development planning and evidence-based decision making ^

8“id3nce m  suPP°rt *»  P0^ 13̂  ̂ search, data collection, analysis. 
1 X S m S  u t e f nand P ^ P f*Son oftechnicaliy sound papers, reportsand indicators

tl ™ 1 S $US‘ DHS 7 * 0tto  data ,or osc b*  P°lic*  decision makers and contnbute to assessments of gaps m policy environment, policy implementation and programmatic
r ^ t £ Cy ! ?  f ° s'ar?ime documents «<• ProvMe recommendations to government

based ^  * " * * " • * »  and evidence-

Analyze and interpret the political, social and economic environment relevant to population and 

, f bstan^ e * * *  mt0 evWence based advocacy to promote UNFPA's programme goals

S a x a g 2 £ 2 r ^ * “ ^ ^ w * s 5
h ^ r a t S S i l p p ? ^ ^ 003^  dial.oyie with G ® *™ " * counterparts to fediate the 
S I !  AS Pr09ramme P"00^  and «PD agenda into national plans, policies and

Gender" 8 pfl0 !es and response to the Government's needs in the areas of RH, P& D and

Fa£ tetl  * *  3cWe! emer,( of Pfogramme remits by identifying, providing and coortinatirw 
substantive and technical inputs into programme development and implementation ensurinc

t e ^ t ie ^ e t e 6* * 8 3nd ° VfirS,9hl m  coonj,natinS and evaluating the inputs of consultants and

2 S efiMFPAN^ in key P&D rel3te0 fora and worionS m m  and ensure consistent feedback to 
other UNFPA programme components on the outcomes and outputs of tese mechanisms and
pf0C8$$6$.

* Identify funding opportunities and help UNFPA Country Office to mobilize resources for P&D ■

■ s a a s a r i a : ” ^ ^
* U ^ ^ e a n ^  other assignments as may be requral^the Representative
EWMffWvafftprtfflWB 

Core Competencies
♦ Integrity/Commitmentto our mandate,'Valuing Diversity
•  Performance Management*

* 2nd * " * * *  & Fos,enn9 ^novation and Empowerment;

♦ Seif-Management/Emolional Intelligence;
• Analytical and Strategic Thinking and Results Orientatm/Commitment to Excellence
• Knowledge SharingfCon&tuous Learning

□  Have proficiency in current office software applications

1 IM»W
Duty Post:
Type of Contract: 
Duration:

NOD{ICS11)
ABUJA 
Fixed Term
One Year (Subject to renewal upon satisfactory performance)

Main Tasks and Responsibilities-

hS E S q 1116 S S b w

w j work wrth the national counterparts, the UN agencies and other partners to undertake the Mowing

te3derBWp and inpufe in!o m  des^ >  implementation, monitoring and evaluation 
programmes to increase access to Maternal health services with quality evidence-based 

comprehensive intervention packages within the context of the National IMNCH Strategy, taking into

K J S S s l S S r  W<2 f S ln cto“  * * * * * * wtth a»d state governments,

* J L d^ !° f enl ^ S ? emenla^ n Sf P0^  and * * # »  * * * * *  scaling up the RH

■

S i r S .  N3ti0" al S5DGs office and NHIS *° strategies for community based health
irnw Vfim iO lta

Store*  to Jmple™ n { national RHCS and 
o u te a ^ S fa d lle s  ac^ ss!bsî  to «»sceptives and other RH cormnodies and reduce s t^ t

F ^ i t e ^  irwdvementofal1 levels of society namely, government, civil society, NGOs, FSOs and

S S S Z i S S S , ”’ '*"* *nd " * * ta “• “

■ K M s s s a a s K
- “,RH s*Mc“  ,nd

* 1 T * ^  ^  date' and focusing ongender issues, women and p is  and young ana contribute to assessments of bass in oafev

S r ^ S “mPlT ,3 ta  and ̂ rammatic fesp^ses- Review RH, maternal health and
^  Prog^wne documents and provide recommendations to government

S s e S r i S s  ^  l°  ** *** *  mul6'ssciml- Pender-sensitive and evidence-

* R f^sent UNFFA mkey RH-relaied fora, indudlng the UN H4, UN RH Theme Group, RH Technical
Group (TWG), IMNCH TWG, RHCS TWG and ensure consistent feedback to other UNFPA 

program sectors on the outcomes and outputs of these mechanisms and processes

* — i S 1?  ^  Office to mobifee resources for RH

* Undertake any other assignments a» may be required by the Representative

ReMlred Competencies:
Core Competencies
* lnteg%/Commitmenttoourmandate/ValuingDiv®sity 
» Perfamarice Managment;

* S S S T e a m s Ple/C08Chin9 ^  Mfmt0ftn9 & FoS!erir?9 lnw vato  ^  Empowerment;
* Se^anagement/Emosonal intelligence:

‘  ^ n lS i8atStrat̂ iCThinkin9 3nd Resuits ̂ ^iat^n/Commrtment to£xcel!er>ce;* Knowledge Sharing/Continuous Learning

Functional Competencies
•  Conceptual Innovation in the provsstcm of technical expertise

* S S h S s * * 1® fe$0UfCeS ° f 9° VernmentS & Partnersfbtfiidiftg strategic alliances and

S £ 2 £ S S i r : ^ kn0wtedge of wmton and development, data analysis,

Quajjflcationsand Ewerience
The ideal Candidate should:
□  Be a Nigeria') National (Male or Femaie)

□  t e e  at te s t a Master’s degree in Demography, Sociology, Population and Development and/or 
other related social stience field; and/or haw a PhD in a refeted^^al Sdence ' and'or I

2  S S S S n S 3 *<taain9 m  report/proposal ■ * «  sMte and Presentation and interpersonal

□  &  experienced in working with govemmentinstitutionsanddonororganiiafcns

Functional Competencies
•  Conceptual Innovation in tte provision of technical expertise

* S S L " *  r6$0UrceS ° f rBti0nal 90Vemmwte & parteers/BuWr^ strategic alliances and

wViC6St

Qualifications and Experience
The Ideal Candidate should:
O  Be a NigerianNational (Male or Female)

°  SoencefiS O00tor ̂  8 post'9raduate de9ree *n Wea®1 or have a Ph.D in a related Social

□  Possess professional experience of a minimum of 15 years preferably in procramme/oroied

:6,1" " 1t a *  * »  « » « » “
□

□
a

otiateral, multilateral organizationsorNGOs..

S S n S S i T 1 dr8Sin8 3n<! report̂ 3possj " • «  8kfe and Presentation and interpersonal 

Be experienced in working svith govemnseftt inefitufcis and donor organizations

Haveas&?mgcapab%tocommynicatecte3rty and cw«sseiy in both oral and written Er^feh.
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□  Experiems In implementation (̂ Community based health interventions
□  Have the atsity to work underpressure.
□  Have profidervcy in current office software applications,

3, NATIONAL PROGRAMME ANALYST {MATERNAL HEALTH - OBSTETRIC FISTULA! 
Post Level: NOB (ICS09)
Duty Post ABUJA
Type of Contract: Fixed Term
Duration: One Year (Subject to renewal upon satisfactory performance)

Duties and Ressensibilities
Under the supervision of the Representative or Deputy Representative, and direct guidance of the National 
Programme Adviser/Head, (RH & R), he/she is expected to analyze and assess relevant political social 
and ecsrsofflc tends and provide substantive inputs to project formulate and evaluation, joint 
programming initiatives and national development ftamewodcs in the area of building capacities for 
maternal health, especially prevention and treatment of obstetric care on fistula.
The National Programme Analyst (Maternal Health - Obstetric Fistula) will:

In collaboration with Government counterparts, NGOs and other partners, will provide technical 
support as appropriate and work closely with ai stakeholders to ensure that obstetric fistula 
{prevention. treatment and rehabilitation) services are fully integrated into the RH programmes.
Ensure quality of programme/project design incorporating lessons learned, newly developed policies 
and best practices and establishing appropriate execution and monitoring mechanisms and systems. 
Analyze and Interpret the poiical, social and economic environment relevant to population and 
development, reproductive health and gender and identity opportunities for UNFPA assistance and 
intervention. Keep abreast of new policy developments and strategies analyzing policy paper?, 
strategy documents, national plans and development frameworks,
Monitor the obstetric fistula content of the on-going UNFPA country programme, ensuring that it Is in 
line with the National Strategic Framework for the eradication of obstetric fistula and the UNFPA
Globa! campaign to end fistula.
Collaborate with all stakeholders in the area of obstetric fistula with a view to ensuring a coordinated 
implementation of fistula related activities In the contest of RH,
Promote the overall UNFPA Fistula P revention Strategy directly linked to RH.
Collaborate with relevant stakeholders (Governments, NGOs and CBOs) in the design of materials 
pertaining to RH, ARH, IEC/BCC advocacy in support of the implementation of obstetric fistula.
Help create and document knowledge about current and emerging population development trends, 
RH and gender practices as they relate to the prevention and treatment of obstetric care on fstate, and 
share with management for use in knowledge sharing and: planning Mute strategies.
Undertake advocacy activities with policy makers at all level to ensure sustained support for the 
eradication of obstetric fistula.
Undertake any other assignments as may be required by the Representative.

Required Competencies
•  Demonstrable managerial and networking skills and a good knowledge of obstetric fistula, 

determinants and impact
Experience in working in multi-sectoral projects involving several stakeholders 
The ability tor advocacy and advancing a policy-oriented agenda 
A track record in innovation and marketing of new approaches 
Integrity, commitment and respect for diversity 
Skills to manage relationships, communicate and develop people 
An ability for analytical and strategic th inking and results orientation 
An ability for analytical and strategic thinking andresultsorientatfon 
An ability to travel extensively in the rural areas.

Qualifications and Experience

The ideal Candidate should:
* Be a Nigerian National (Male or Female}
* Have a post-graduate degree in Public Health and/or related Social Science field
* Possess professional experience of a minimum of 5 -1 0  years preferably in pfogtammeftrojeet 

management in She public and/or private sector M ed to RH issues and fistula prevention and 
management especially wits international bilateral, multilateral organizations a  NGOs,

* Possess good technical drafting and report/proposal writing skills and presentation and interpersonal 
communication skis.

* ^iixpe*nce<Jinworkingwitip¥ermientlnstifcitotsandd<mororganiiatKin:s.
« Have a strong capability to communicate dearly and concisely In both oral and written English,
* Experience In implementation of Community based health interventions
*  Have the ability to work underpressure.
*  Baveproficiency in current office software applications

RelatedPOTammeSkiHsforallPosts
Because the nature of work are programme focused, involving other gr«ps and various timelines and 
activities, related skits of good tae  management, managing deadlines and good team relationships are 
essential. Knowledge of 8b  UN system is desirable.

Method of Application
All applications should include functional e-mail addresses and mobile ptene numbers, letter 
application and detailed curriculum vitae (CV), attached as one fiie in MS WORD format only.
Applicator! should be addressed to and forwarded to the
under-listed e-maii addresses latest by 30 October, 2008 and each application should clearly reflect the 
post to which an applicant is applying,
t. National Programme Adviser/Head, P & O - NOD should send applications to

vacancypdtt.ng@urifpa.ofg
2, National Programme AdviserlHead, RH & R • NOD should send applications to 

v a s a n c y r t i u . n g § u n f p a . a r g
3. National Programme Analyst - NOB shouldsendapplicayonstovacancyrttu.nggunftsa.org

Please note that UNFPA will respond only to those applicants in whom it has a further interest 
Kindly also note that ONLY applications sent by e-mail will be accepted. Qualified women are 
encouraged to apply.

'UNFPAreserves the right to appoint at the indicated or lower leve! and priorto the closing date.

UNFPA Because everyone counts

International currency market FOREX

is a,reliable and lucrative tool to increase capital

Sophisticated Investment is a key to financial independence. One has to mate a tremendous 
work to cultivate his abilities to order so get this Independence. Knowledge, experience and work 
can open the door to success but you should keep in mind what risks are related to trading.
if you attend our seminar you will team how to start FORKX trading and how to make money 
with minimum risk. You can increase your initial deposit sever;*! »id  even it you start trading 
with a small amount of funds,

Free semiM* at Am g*.
Only on 7th of February at C W »  h ote l $mm  12.08 t i l  16,00
{Plot 12 :> Cadastral Zone AO. Central Swlness llterfct, RO Jtat ?&&*?, Atwjs)
Tile qt
Secuti

rs is limited.
alKnst 018218874 ami 08034573393

4tlt floor, 11A Alien Avenue (beside Mama Cass), 
ikeja, U gos Nigeria 
Tel.: t 234182 18274 

-234803 4573593 
www.alpari-jbrcx.com/en/nigeria/

i l l !  M A R I E  S T O P E S ;
N igeria  n

Unit 2, Efisco Bonpet Plaza, Herbert Macaulay 
Way, W use, Abuja, FCT 

098702650 .

CONGRATULATIONS, SUPER 
EAGLES ON YOUR VICTORY 

AGAINST ZAMBIA!

MARIE STOPES NIGERIA
WISHES YOU EVERY SUCCESS 
IN THE AFRICA CUP OF NATIONS

MARIE STOPES NIGERIA -

PROVIDING REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH SERVICES 
FOR ALL NIGERIANS.

VISIT OUR CENTRE AT ERISCO BONPET PLAZA, 
HERBERT MACAULAY WAY, WUSE, ABUJA or 

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO SEE ONE OF OUR 
TRAINED PROVIDERS BY TELEPHONING 

0987 02650

mailto:vacancypdtt.ng@urifpa.ofg
http://www.alpari-jbrcx.com/en/nigeria/
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Inside Politics 
Yar'adua: 
Bukarsays 
FEC has failed 
the nation
From Hamza Idris, Damaturu

IM M EDIATE past gover­
nor o f Yobe State, Senator 
Bukar Abba Ibrahim said 
yesterday in Dam aturu 
that the Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) has failed 
to discharge its constitu­
tional responsibility o f 
adm itting that President 
Um aru Yar’adua can­
not effectively’ pilot the 
affairs o f this country 
because o f  his deplorable 
state o f health.

Bukar, who represents 
Yobe Central Senatorial 
Zone in the Senate on the 
platform o f the All Nigeria 
Peoples Party (ANPP) 
also absolved the National 
Assembly o f any blame 
over the failure o f Yar’adua 
to handover the affairs o f 
the country to Vice Presi­
dent Goodluck Jonathan 
before proceeding to Saudi 
Arabia to seek medical 
attention.

He said FEC members 
are clearly afraid o f  the 
consequences o f deliberat­
ing on the predicaments of 
President Yar’adua, a d< yel- 
opment which according to 
him makes it difficult for 
the Senate to take action.

“The Nigerian Consti­
tution needs to be amended 
so that the responsibilities

SENATOR Bukar Abba Ibrahim

o f the ministers on deter­
mining the state o f health 
o f the president will be 
vested on members o f the 
National Assembly,” Bukar 
suggested.

“Since it was the presi­
dent who appointed them,

they are afraid to tell him 
to resign because they don’t 
want to lose their positions,” 
Bukar stressed and called 
on President Yar’adua to 
resign so that the political 
stalemate in the country 
will be resolved.

Anambra Rights Group tasks 
police on VIPs
By Abbas Jimoh

TH E Rights Monitoring 
Group (R M G f has advised 
the police to prevent VIPs 
and other unauthorised 
persons or groups from 
visiting polling booths and 
other designated election 
centres during the Febru­
ary 6 Anambra governor­
ship election.

National Coordinator 
o f  the group and m em ­
ber, Cam paign and Media 
Com mittee o f the A nam ­
bra Election Monitoring

Board (AEM B), Olufemi 
Aduwo, told Daily Trust 
yesterday in Abuja that 
preventing the VIPs will 
curtail the activities o f 
election riggers and other 
trouble makers.

“Past experiences have 
shown that the so called 
VIPs that have nothing 
to do with elections have 
obstructed proceedings of 
elections, using the secu­
rity personnel attached to 
them to harass electorate 
and election officers; so 
they should be summarily

barred. All those that have 
nothing to do with the 
Anambra election should 
have their movements 
restricted and should not 
be allowed to loiter around 
election centres,” Aduwo 
said.

He said that if the police 
can prevent unauthorised 
persons, except accredited 
journalists, observers, party 
agents and voters with valid 
cards among others from 
election centres, a land­
mark would be recorded 
during the election.

Anambra: 11 days to go, our fear, by election board
By Abbas Jimoh

ELEVEN days to the Anambra State gov­
ernorship election, the Anambra Election 
Monitoring Board (AEMB) has raised 
alarm over* alleged procurement o f fake 
police uniforms and arrests o f persons with 
election materials.

The alarm came yesterday just as the 
contestants gave assurances in Awka that 
they will stick to the rules during the Feb­
ruary 6 election,

Co-chaifman o f the board, Mr. Ikeazor 
Akaraiwe, told D a ily  T ru s t  said yesterday 
in Abuja that despite the assurances and 
the preparedness o f INEC, some o f the 
stakeholders were worried about such 
reports coming from Anambra.

“In the past three days, the police have 
announced the arrest o f people with ballot 
papers. We are not very comfortable with 
police arresting individuals in possession

of election materials. Anybody who sees a 
person with election materials should alert 
the police. We also heard that some persons 
were arrested with fake police uniforms; all 
this are disturbing,” Akaraiwe said before 
the group left for Awka.

Akaraiwe who is the first vice-president 
o f Nigeria Bar Association (NBA), said his 
board was not comfortable with a situa­
tion in which sensitive election materials 
like ballot papers and voters’ cards found 
their way into wrong hands in such a cru­
cial election.

“My attitude is that police should shoot 
persons in fake police uniform. Any per­
son who is in fake police uniform and hav­
ing a gun is a dangerous person. This is a 
personal view borne out o f frustration. A 
person who comes in (to office) through 
cheating is not going to be accountable to 
the people,” he^aid.

... Guber debate: Candidates woo electorate
SIX out o f the 25 candidates contesting the 
Anambra gubernatorial election on yester­
day featured at a grand debate to sell their 
programmes to the electorate.

The debate, jointly organised by the 
Anambra Re-Birth Group and other 
groups, was broadcast nationwide on radio 
and television stations.

The candidates included Governor 
Peter Obi (APGA); Prof. Chukwuma 
Soludo, (PDP); Dr Chris Ngige, (AC); Dr 
Chris Uba (Labour Party); Prince Nicho­
las Ukachukwu, (Hope Democratic Party) 
and Chief Ralph Nwosu o f the African 
Democratic Party.

The only female candidate in the elec­
tion, Chief Uche Ekwunife o f Progressive 
People Alliance (PPA), did not show up 
though she was invited. No reasons were 
given for her absence.

Obi appealed to the people o f Anambra 
to give him the opportunity to consolidate 
on his achievements in the state in the last 
three years.

“We have set up Anam bra Integrated 
Strategy Plan to promote good govern­
ance in the state,” he said, adding that his 
administration had also invested heavily 
in security to ensure safety o f lives and 
property.

Obi said that education was also given 
the necessary priority hence about 110 sec­
ondary schools in the state had been listed 
on Microsoft Academy as a way of promot­
ing science and technology.

Soludo, on his part said that his desire 
was to turn the state around into the “Dubai 
and Taiwan o f Africa,” noting that he was 
not pleased with the present situation o f 
things.

Soludo stressed that his credentials suf­

ficiently spoke for him, emphasising that if 
he was elected, he would use his connec­
tion with Nigerians in Diaspora to renew 
the lost prosperity of the state.

He said he would place sufficient pre­
mium on security to protect lives and prop­
erty, job and food security, saying that the 
development o f education would constitute 
the bedrock o f his administration.

Ngige, a former Governor o f the state, 
emphasised that politics was not a means to 
an end for him, emphasising that his prior­
ity would be the development o f the state 
and not personal aggrandisement.

“I will initiate a power plant that will 
provide up to 2,000 mega watts o f electric­
ity for the people and industries in Anam­
bra he assured the people.,

He also said he had a vision o f food 
sufficiency for Anambra to the extent o f 
exporting to other parts o f the country.

Ukachukwu on his part linked the prob­
lem of the state to lack o f good governance 
over the years.

“People come into political office here 
to learn on the job instead o f gathering 
needed experience before seeking a posi­
tion,” he decried.

Ukachukwu said that his experience 
as a businessman with several interests 
would motivate him to turn Anambra into 
an industrial hub o f Nigeria.

Nwosu assured the electorate that he 
would lead the people with discipline if 
voted as governor, noting that it was only 
discipline leadership that could create 
wealth and prosperity.

Twenty five political parties were listed 
by INEC to participate in the election, 
which will be conducted in 4,623 polling 
units and 326 wards in the state. (NAN)

...PPA berates opinion 
poll on election
By Abduimutallib A. Abubakar

TH E National Secretary o f  the Progres­
sive Peoples Alliance (PPA), Dahiru 
M usa Abdullahi yesterday berated the 
Public Opinion Poll (POP)conducted by 
African Independent Television (AIT) on 
the February 6th, Anam bra gubernato­
rial election which rated PPA’s candidate 
Uche Ekwunife sixth am ong the strong 
contenders.

He told D a ily  Trust that the poll lacks

any scientific evidence to portray the genu­
ine aspirations o f the Anambra electorate 
who he said have confirmed that they were 
solidly behind Hon. Ekwunife. He said 
many existing factors not captured by the 
poll have rendered the process invalid.

Dahiru accused the People Democratic 
Party (PDP) of masterminding the poll in 
order to corrupt the m inds o f Nigerians 
that voters are willing to vote for Professor 
Chukwuma Soludo to justify any rigging 
plan they might have.
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FCT begins'rural week'
By AbubakarYakubu

INDIGENES from the six area 
councils of the Federal Capital Ter­
ritory (FCT) yesterday converged 
in Abuja city centre to begin their 
rural week with a display o f items 
to showcase their talents.

The week which has the theme 
‘Showcasing our heritage and 
eradicating poverty at the grass­
roots’ was organised by the FCTA 
Social Development Secretariat in 
conjunction with Super Guides 
Women and Youth Empower­
ment Organisation.

Declaring the third edition of 
the week open, Minister o f State 
for FCT, Chief Chuka Odom, 
said issues o f m ass development 
and eradication o f poverty have 
continued to play a major role in 
the activities of the social develop­
ment secretariat.

He expressed happiness in 
seeing women from various area 
councils in FCT displaying food 
items and hand craft materials, 
adding that the FCT Administra­
tion will give the necessary impe­
tus to ensure food security.

Chief Odom also called for the 
boosting of the plights of the less 
privilege and disclosed that uplift - 
ment projects are played in this 
year’s budget.

Earlier in her address, National 
Coordinator o f Super Guides 
Women and Youth Empower­
ment Organisation, Mrs Adanma 
E. Ogumka, disclosed that the 
FCTA through the social develop­
ment secretariat has encouraged 
Super Guide to create a platform 
whereby the rural people in FCT 
are empowered as well as devel-
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FCT Minister of State, Chief Chuka Odom being briefed by a participant during the 'FCT Rural Week' in Abuja yesterday

oped, such that annually, the FCT 
rural week will become an avenue 
to showcase the rural peoples abil­
ity in wealth generation activities.

She said the occasion is designed 
to bring all rural people and com­
munities together for social inter­
action and integration through the 
celebration as well as exhibition of 
their cultural heritage.

According to her, the m ost

important part o f the week is 
the business interactive forum, 
whereby the FCTA, social devel- 
bpment secretariat, private sector 
and other stakeholders will dis­
cuss on the way forward in meet­
ing various challenges of commu­
nity development.

She said rewards for achieve­
ments and appreciation will be 
given to organisations as well as

individuals, who distinguished 
themselves at a dinner night.

Mrs Ogumka revealed that the 
Joint Coalition Against Poverty 
in FCT (JOCAPIF) was designed 
by Super Guides in partnership 
with the social development sec­
retariat to empower rural people, 
develop communities as well as 
build institutional capacities, etc.

She added further that a web­

site (www.jocapif.org) has been 
hosted to enable stakeholders 
complement FCT Administra­
tion’s effort in contributing posi­
tively to the progress and develop­
ment o f FCT rural people.

The week will continue with 
a business interactive forum on 
Wednesday and a stakeholders 
award night as well as dinner on 
Thursday.

225 convicted 
for flouting 
environmental law

By Usman A. Bello & Lami Sadiq

ABO UT 225 hawkers and residents 
have so far been convicted by a mobile 
court set up by the Abuja Environmen­
tal Protection Board (AEPB) for flout­
ing environmental law with Abuja.

The board’s Public Relations 
Officer, Samuel Harry Musa, who dis­
closed this, said the residents among 
them failed to pay waste bills or pur­
chase waste bins.

He said they were found guilty o f 
flouting environmental law, adding 
that they were fined to serve as deter­
rents to other residents.

According to him, the law mandates 
the board to arrest and punish envi­
ronmental defaulters, Saying they will 
not relents in their efforts to sanitize 
the city.

The spokesperson also revealed that 
stakeholders in the FCT have resolved 
to work with the board in order to 
make the city clean and advised res­
idents to participate in the monthly 
environmental sanitation exercise.

PDP holds rally at Abaji

CITY NEWS

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

ABO UT 7,000 members and 
supporters of the Peoples Dem­
ocratic Party (PDP) over the 
weekend held a campaign rally 
in support o f the incumbent 
Chairman of Abaji Area Coun­
cil, Alhaji Musa Yahaya Moham­
med, for a second term in office.

The campaign rally was -led 
by three former council chair­
men, namely, Alhaji Mohammed 
Angulu Loko, Alhaji Alhassan 
Usman Sokodabo, Alhaji Abu­
bakar Ibrahim and a former 
vice- chairman, Alhaji Usman 
Idris Mawogi.

Speaking on behalf o f the 
former council chairmen at the 
palace of the Ona o f Abaji, Alhaji 
Muhammad Angulu Loko, said 
their decision to visit the palace 
was to seek for blessings from 
the monarch, after they resolved 
to pitch their tents with the 
incumbent council boss for a 
second term.

He told the monarch that they

have resolved their political dif­
ferences and agreed to work 
together as a team in order to 
ensure the success of the incum­
bent chairman.

He said the incumbent coun­
cil boss, Alhaji Yahaya, will go 
a long way in restoring peace, 
progress and development in 
the council.

Responding, the Ona of Abaji, 
Alhaji Adamu Baba Yunusa, 
expressed happiness with the 
ex-council chairmen for putting 
their heads together to support 
the incumbent council boss, 
saying peace and progress o f the 
council will be witnessed in the 
council.

The monarch advised the 
council chairman to always liaise 
with the divisional police officer 
in order to set a time table for 
each political party to campaign, 
so as to avert any crisis among 
the opposition and PDP.

He noted that the way and 
manner at which parties go on 
campaign by insulting each
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PDP rally to support the incumbent council boss, Alhaji Yahaya 
Musa at Abaji Saturday.

other at night should be banned.
Speaking, the council boss, 

thanked the ex-chairmen for 
putting their heads together and 
mobilizing their people to sup­
port him.

He said his administration has 
always ensured there is peaceful 
co-existence among the resi­
dents o f the council, noting that 
the recent crisis that erupted 
between supporters o f the PDP 
and an opposition party was not

instigated by the PDP.
He assured the monarch that 

his administration will always 
continue to protect lives and 
property o f its residents, assur­
ing that if  given another m an­
date, youth as well as women 
empowerment shall one o f his 
top priorities.

Highlight o f the occasion 
were the distribution o f tricycle 
to some groups by the council 
boss.

http://www.jocapif.org
mailto:citynews@dailytrust.com
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Man arraigned over N8.8m 
military pension fund

By RomokeW. Ahmad

A 35-year-old man was recently 
arraigned before an Abuja magistrate 
court for allegedly impersonating the 
Minister o f the FCT and collecting 
N8.8m from the Military Pensions 
Board.

The man, David Akuleyi o f No 35 
David Mark bypass, Makurdi, Benue 
State, was accused o f committing the 
offence last year, when he paraded 
himself as a staff o f the Abuja Geo­
graphic Information System (AGIS) 
and presented forged documents to 
the board for the purchase o f prop- 
ertyin Abuja.

Police prosecutor, Albert Okara, 
o f the FCT Police Command, while 
aHdressing the court, said one Squad­

ron Leader Jameel Haruna of the Mili­
tary Pensions Board came to the police 
criminal investigation department 
and reported that the accused came 
to them in October 2009 with a form 
from AGIS and claimed to be a staff of 
the organisation. He also added that 
the accused told them that the FCT 
minister asked him to bring the said 
form to the personnel of the board to 
enable them get property in Abuja.

“Based on the information the 
accused gave, he collected the sum of 
N8.8million from the staff o f the board 
but the board officials later discovered 
during investigations that the accused 
impersonated a staff o f AGIS, forged 
the said form and tried to cheat the 
board,” the prosecutor submitted.

He further stated that the offences

committed by the accused are con­
trary to Sections 364,132 and 323 of 
the penal code law.

Having listened to the charges, the 
accused pleaded not guilty, while the 
prosecutor applied for a date for the 
hearing o f the case.

Magistrate Ahmed Usman Shuaib, 
granted the accused person bail in the 
sum of Nlm illion With one surety in 
like sum. “The surety has to be a civil 
servant o f not below grade level 14 or 
a person having a landed property 
within the FCT, the'value o f which 
should not be less than N5 million 
while the certificate of ownership must 
be deposited with the registrar of the 
court,” the Magistrate ruled.

The case was adjourned to Febru­
ary 10,2010 for hearing.

Two remanded over N3.5m fraud
By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A. Fatai

AN Abuja magistrate court yesterday 
remanded two men in prison custody 
for allegedly defrauding two ladies of 
N3.5 million.

The accused persons, Edeni Jer­
emiah and Oshoke Edmund, both 
o f Protorte Nigeria Limited, were 
arrested by the police for allegedly 
committing the offence this month.

Police prosecutor, Yusuf Auta, an 
assistant superintendent, told the 
court that on January 5, 2010, the 
police received a written petition 
from two complainants, alleging that 
on August 26,2009, the accused col­
lected N3.5 million from them.

“The two accused persons con­
spired and dishonestly collected N3.5 
million from the two complainants 
under false pretence of helping them

to invest it in their company, thereby 
committing offences under Sections 
97, 312 and 322 o f the-Penal Code 
Law,” the prosecutor added.

Chief Magistrate David Ochimana 
ordered the remand o f the accused 
persons in prison custody till when 
the counsel is able to file a formal 
application for their bail.

The case was adjourned to Febru­
ary 16 for further mention.

Father jailed for stealing clothes
By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem 
A. Fatai

AN Abuja magistrate court 
yesterday sentenced a father 
of nine children, Amos Odidi, 
to two months imprisonment 
for stealing clothes and sandals 
from the bag of one Augustine 
Agbo.

The magistrate also sen­
tenced Friday Okafor to four 
months imprisonment with­
out fine option.

Amos who resides in 
Kaduna was reported to have 
collaborated with one Friday 
Okafor o f Durumi village, 
Garki, Abuja, to steal the items 
on January 23,2010.

Police prosecutor, Moham­
med Ahmed, had earlier stated 
in court that on January 23, 
2010, one Augustine Agbo of 
Kubwa village, Abuja, reported 
to the police that he boarded 
a commercial bus with the 
accused persons from Wuse 
market to Kubwa

“While in the bus, the 
accused persons who sat at the 
back of the bus dishonestly 
transferred 59 pieces of clothes 
and three sandals, all valued 
at N 150,000 from her bag to 
theirs,” the prosecutor added.

He also stated that after 
transferring the items, the 
accused persons decided to 
alight from the bus at Tipper

Garage, along Kubwa express­
way.

The prosecutor narrated 
further that while the accused 
persons were carrying out 
their nefarious act, the driver 
of the bus was looking at them 
through his inner mirror.

“During police investiga­
tions, the goods were recov­
ered from the accused persons’ 
possession, while Friday Oka­
for, his accomplice, confessed 
to a conviction by a magis­
trate court on a similar offence 
sometimes last year’’ he stated.

After reading the charges 
to the accused persons, they 
pleaded guilty, saying it was 
true they were caught red- 
handed with the items, but 
begged for leniency.

Based on their plea, the 
prosecutor asked the court to 
try them summarily under 
Section 157 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code.

Amos Odidi’s wife broke 
down in tears after listening to 
her husband’s confession.

In his ruling, Magistrate 
Bashar Attahiru Alkali, con­
victed the accused persons 
and sentenced the first accused 
person, Friday Okafor, to four 
month imprisonment with­
out an option of fine, while 
Amos Odidi was jailed for two 
months imprisonment or to 
payN5,000asfine.

TRUST CLASSIFIED
ALKALAM FOUNDATION

The general public is hereby notified that the above named Foundation has applied to the Corporate 
Affairs commisskm Abuja forregistratiOTunderpartt'ofiheCompaniesandAlliedMattersAct. 1990.

NAME OF THE TRUSTEES

1. Alh, Bashir OthmanTofa
2. Alh. Usman Bala Muhammad

3. Barrister Bashir Albasu (AIG Rtd.)
4. Dr.TijjaniMuhd Naniya
5. Prof. DanDattiAbdulkadir

6. Prof. Bello Ahmad Salim
7.A. Abubakar Sadauki
8. A.. Ahmed Aminu
9. A.AIfyu Mahmud Galadanchi

10.A.SbehuUsmanDaW (Kano)

Secretary
Member
Member

Member
Member
Member
Member

Member

Member

AIMSANDOBJEC1TVES
1. To organise, encourage, promote, assists in authoring, translating, harmonizing, publishing, 
advertising and distributing (whole sale and retail) of writings with statable and acceptable moral and 
educational Contents.
2. To give priority to Hausa, Kanuri. FuMde, Tw. Nupe and other selected languages in realising the 
objectives of the foundation.
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to ihe Registrar-General. Corporate Affairs 
commission, Maitama, Abt̂ a within 28daysof !his publication,

Signed. NuraSuraj Panda Esq.
08038423579

THE WAY OF LIFE BIBLE CHURCH
This is to notify the general public that the above named initiative has 
applied for registration under Part 'C  of the Companies and Allied Matters 
Degree No. 1 of 1990.
THETRUSTEESARE
1. Pastor Ajileye David Oluwafemi
2. Pastor Mr. Ajileye Elizabeth Woleola
3. Deacon Gabriel Romiluyi

5. Mr. Joshua Oluwatobi Ajileye
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
1. To preach the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
2 , To plaint Churches within and outside Nigeria for the propagation of the 
Gospel.
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar 
General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Wuse Zone 5, Abuja within 28 
days of this publication.
Signed*
TOYEOWOEYEESQ 
Suite 40, Area2 
Shopping Complex
Abuja
Tel: 08033684861 .08023410144

GOD'S CHAMBER CHURCH
This is to inform the general public that the above named body has 
applied for Registration to the Corporate Affaire Commission under 
Part 'C' of the Companies and Allied Matters Act 1990. 
THETRUSTEESARE
1. Mr.OtadeleSotunbo
2. Mr.TaiwoOdeshilo
3. Mr.AdekunleOyelami
4. Mr. Abiodun Famojuro 
THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
1. To propagate the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Worldwide
2. To bring men unto the knowledge of God
3. To promote true Christian love and fellowship with other 

members, and to be in peace with all men.
Any objection to the Registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris 
Crescent, off Aguyi Street, Maitama, Abuja within 28 days of this 
publication.
Signed:
JUSTICEQUEST PARTNERS 
08035910250

NIGERIAN ASSOCIATION OF ENGINEERING CRAFTMAN 
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF COUNCIL FOR THE REGULATION OF ENGINEERING IN NIGERIA (COSENi

26 A.E. E M N A M  Street, Real Tswet Centre. Utako District, Abuja. 07098807920

NOTICE OF PROFESSIONAL INTERVIEW
This is to notify all engineering artisans and craftsmen that 
the Professional Interview for membership of the Nigerian 
Association of Engineering Craftsmen (NAEC) would hold 
on Saturday, 6* February, 2010 by 9a.m pt these centres 
simultaneously:
1. Abuja New Head Office: 26, A.E. Ekukinam Street, 

Utako District, Abuja. T e l :  0 7 Q 9 8 8 0 7 9 2 0

2. Eastern Zonal Office: 310, Zik Avenue, Awka, 
Anambra State. Tel: 08057252276,08080113339

3. Lagos: 79, PalmAvenue, Mushin, Lagos. 
T e l : 0 1 - 8 9 3 3 3 7 4 . 07031557777
Obtain yourform at these centre before the interview date, all 
enquires and correspondence to the Abuja Head Office.
J.O. Oyewusi
National Public Relations Officer

AJEGUNLE MOTOR D EA LER S  ASSOCIATION. 
OLORUNDA IGBONA, OSOGBO, OSUN STATE

The general public is hereby informed that the above named Association has applied 
to the Corporate Affairs Com m ission (C AC ) for registration under part 'C ‘ of the 
Com panies andAllied Matters A ct  
The Trustees are:
1. Mr. Ayobami Oyelade Rafiu
2. Mr. Tijani Adesina
3. Mr. Rafiu Ajide *
4. Mr.AdewumiAkinwale
5. Mr. Mukadam  Olubi
S. Mr. Nathaniel O. Oke
The Aims & Objectives
1. To promote unity and progress within the members
2. To promote and protect the integrity, rights and interest of the members of 

the association whenever the need arises viz a  v iz other working partners.
3. To assist members, Individuals and other group wheneverthe need arises
4. To solve common business problems via a collective opinion and 

bargaining
5. To promote cordial working relationship am ong the members of the 

association and ultimately encourage the brotherhood pnndpie among 
members.

Any objection to the Registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-General. 
Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris Crescent, off Aguyi Street. Maitama, 
Abuja within 28 days of this publication.
Signed:
Barrister Abdulraheem Muyideen

Formerly MR. SYDNEY ANUNOBINKWOCHA now MR. 
SYDNEY CHUKWUNONSO PETERS. Former 
documents remain valid. American University of Nigeria, 
Yola Adamawa State and the general public take note.

I, formerly MISS ESTHER OMAJI now wish to be 

known as MRS WOMAH OGAR ESTHER. All former 
documents remain valid. NYSC and general public 
take note.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly MISS PEACE NWANNEKA OKOLOJI, now MRS 
PEACE NWANNEKA UGOCHUKWU. All former documents 
remain valid and the general public take note.

I, formerly known as MISS WOGU ROSEMARY CHIKAODI 
now wish to be known as MRS ROSEMARY JONATHAN
OMOJO. All former documents remain valid. General public 
take note.

I, formerly known as AKO BRIDGET KIKELOMO wish to be 
called MRS BRIDGET KIKELOMO ALUKO. All former 
documents remain valid and general public take note. 

I, formerly known as MISS CHUKWU HAPPINESS MGBORIE 
wish to be known as MRS CHUKWUMERIJE HAPPINESS 
MGBORIE ANULI. All former documents remain valid. The 
public should take note.

I, formerly BLESSING ADAJI, now called BLESSING ODOMA
IDRIS LEONARD. All former documents remain valid. General 
public and NYSC take note.

I formerly known as MISS UKWU JUSTINA OBIAGELI now 
wish to be known as MRS OWUNNA JUSTINA OBIAGELI. All
former documents remain valid. General public to take note.
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CHANGE OF NAME
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wish to be known AS MRS AOESOLA AJDE 
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and BUAgroup take note.

P U B L IC  N O T IC E

AGAPE BIRTHRIGHT
d e v e l o p m e n t  in it ia t iv e

! T » it  fe W*m• * * » « « »«MC* * * “
I ,rrr^ « * » Con****Aft**ctmtmtKtef* • * * * < * > * * " * * * * *
j irn- fn»tter*»>*5-1 o»19sc

The m ts(»»s »e :

1.« *.A n*o *« l98 * < • * * * •
2, m  a s *  Ooasm <uw*»lr)
S. « s  l&iSa Oor Pc^ro iJoiimatiBti'PuMW'af!
4, M r Joseph KanborefC^Borvem i

» *»  prolecaan

Z : T Z ^ : ^ 2 T Z ^  *20 ^  o n m  -  ̂
•*»na Street RM .B >,98, Matfarai, Am #i « « r^  ^ tKST!

ABLE MEN'S CLUB OF NIGERIA
The general public is hereby notified that the above named 
FOUNDATION has applied to the Corporate Affairs 
Commission for registration under Part * C  of the Companies 
and Allied Matters Act1990,
Tha Trustees are;

President 
General Secretary 
Vice President 
Treasurer

1, ibeTobextext
2, Emekauma Udochukwu
3, Okoii Calistus Amartdi
4, Onyeka Hycent Muoneke

f ^ p r o n w t e S n ^ s  among Nigerian youths and enhance

A nv^ecfefn^ofrie registration should be forwarded to The
Registrar-General Corporate 4
Thgis Crescent. OffAgunyt IronstRoad, Malatma, Abuja.

Signed: General Secretary
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w S ^ M  i r  m W  j ~ « ,  » ™  • S r t S S *Carney * e  foSowing f#seiufc«sw«duty passed.
« «  CM. N i^ «  um «d b .

and is. ̂ >ereby vckimar*y wx,od up

Trty^FOWW!^. *J» ana is * ^ led
^ ^ 5  r 5 2 ? 0 * S C M  B^W-ino » 9 «  
i,m m  iatm  p *? * *  o»#w «9 « ? * •  otth* <l0rtp,ny'
Bated thi* t Z ^ d a y o r j^ r y . Z O lO

[)ir«xlor

A B E S A N  E S T A T E  R E S ID E N T
A S S O C  I A T I O N O F L A G O S— a a - H H H i r i n  ■■

The ncnerai pubik: is hereby notified tla t the above named 
ASSOCIATION’ has applied to the Cotpomte Affairs Comtm.»wn 
for reftstratioe under Part “C  o f  the Compames w d Allwd 

Matters Act 1990-
TlwTnistea jB K  p. : irilt
i . Elder Bisola Tonidayo Ogunyanwo PresidCTrt
2 Mrs Oroolara Ojikutu Vice Prraident (Administration)

itS £ £ T « U
4. Mr, Vincent Ogbeifun 0enerai ^ c e >
^ J S d O b i e c t i v e ? :
1, To promote oneness and quality among residents.
2, To foster nnitual co-ffld*»enee and prntect racir^ers 
Anv objection to the r e g i o n  should be f o l d e d  to T te  
Registrar-General Corporate Affairs Commission, Wot 4-0. Tngis 
Crescent. O ff Aguayi lnwwi Road, Matatma, Abuja.

to be known a s  MRS ONI OYESOua
documents remain valid. General pubic and BU Agroup take

I note.

1 formerly SHADE RUFUS , now wish to be MRS SHADE 
UCHENNA EKWUEME. All former documents remain valid 

I Nig Police F o rt* and general public take note.

I, formally known as BASHIR DANJUMA AHMAA m>w 
OANJUMA AHMAD all former document remain valid 

[ SPEB and general public to note

I, formerly MISS UPON OKON UKO, new wish to be known 
a s  MRS PHILOMINA FRIDAY UMANAH, Former 

j documents remain valid General public take note.

I. formedy MISS UNDE ERDOO VERA, now■ wteh tci be 
known as MRS AOUM EROOO VERA. Former documents 

| remain valid. General public take note.

i | formerly known a s NGOZI EUNICE OKAFOR ^ w  wish to 
K m m  as NGOZI EUNICE SAMS. Former documents 

I remain valid. General public please take note.

j All former documents remain valid. General public take note.

1 AN YANWU UEOMA NANCY wish to be addressed a s  MRS 
UKAEGBU UEOMA NANCY. All documents beanng former

j name remains valid.

j i. formerly PHARMACIST JOY ^A K A E G O  IF E ^A C H ,
wish to be known and addressed a s  PHARMACIST JOY 

INWAKAEGO ONYEMELUKWE All documents remain 
j valid. General public take note,

11 formerly called MISS ESTHER YAKUBU, henceforth wish
to be called MRS ASEE ESTHER D. Former documents 

I remain valid. General public note.

LOSS G; DOCUMENT
This is to notify the general public that the original offer of 
statutory right of occupancy of plot 1295 approximately 
1077 G8sqm situated in Cadastral tone F01 of Kubwa, 
Abuja new file No. JG20086 and old file No. JG71 
bearing Idris Adamu of Liman Dtitse is missing. Wl 
efforts to trace the muring document proved abortive, If 
found please contact the nearest police station. 
SignedtlDRIS ADAMU

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to inform the general pubhcofthe « ^ o f Qnginal 
copy o f AGIS Acknowledgment m re je c t o f Plot No. 
M Z I P  / L A / 2 0 0 1  / P L .  1 1 5 8  A p  o rn 
resettlement/relocation to Kubwa twwd in 2006, 
drivers license. National identity c^d  belonging to 
CHOJi TOSANWUM1PWOL o f No. 22 Road House 10 
Kado Estate Abuja. All eftbrt made to trace it proved 
abortive. If found please return to the nearest police
statioR.

remain valid. NYSC, UDUS and general 

[ ^iWsctakenote.

I formertv known a s MISS KEMIOLUDEM OKUN now wish

w » « s w s » » s Sdocuments remain valid NYSC and general public take note.

I formerly known m  MANIRU ABUBAKAR now wish to be , 
called MUH'D MAK1RU ABUBAKR. Alt documents remain ; 
valid. General public take note.

I I wmpsrtv known a s  BILKISU OBA RAJI. now wish to be

I to m w r^ u m e n ls  ramain vaM . NYSC and (jarw al pubfic 

1 n«^e.

,, formedy MISS QUEEN NWABUAKWU " J H J S J J f  
wishto be known as MRS NWABUAKWU CHINWEOKWU.

j AH former documents remain valid.
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AHOPEN LETTER TO THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE FEDERATION ("FEC")

b y ; A t e d o  N  A  P e t e r s id e *  o o n ,

^ sssssssssssss
say m at he verbally told the Vice President on the telephone to »*«»

j £ ! 5 s a s s s B r s s r r r

SSSKlSlT*1?-N0 constitution **• *»«*

aSS^A l , " 0t^ theaW^ iate* * ^ tocwtem^ t e

: c s * i £ , n s r  •“  “  ** - s  -  -
x

Polarised
s h ^ t l t  w ,  ,  ! / 7 ,de,,t iS 100 Sick to » « lm ta n d  that he 
should invoke Section 145 o f the Constitution and seek to harwW ^

S t f M - ?  WCe PreSidem a" d those " t o  * * « « *  that all that hullabaloo is unnecessary as the President is actuator recoin™  
md still very much in charge. It is sad that the evidence before the rest 
* St[B 50 SC3nt¥that ’* r°omtoaii manners of speculation as

i s s a r - • — t e s k

? 2 ^ : = E 2 ! ^ s =25s ~

Forthose who re member. In the run up to the Presidential elections in

s s s z s s
andTicTp̂ L'1̂ ’1̂ *',nd VOK<1101 them “  bec°m* f««d«w 
Centw tii l  respectively because i was at a Dinner at the CMc

n Lagos- when ttwy were first presented to the business
co«mun̂ ascandidatesforthehigh e s t o f f^ s in ,h e la r d ^ ^

Adua he was at the time) addressed us and lairf A,rt uu 
thoughts and ideas for close to 30 minutes without looking a* anv

££2l ̂ L ^ d t^ a T ^  0ptimbtk ' was «***»
rl T  ^  3nd> * * '< * " «  be«eve even

e c o n lT c  ’  “ «  *

^ “ C • ? * *  * *  transformation in periods w h e T X L S

of gow“ ' *"**«• 
£ 3 S £ t0 P3ss a *** «f «minftrih, I  »m ste r /th e  Government Being in the

s s s s s s 's r "  * ■'“*“• *-» *•—<
w ' S  T m2 144 ° f *“geH* ’S Constltotiw> to provide leadership 

appointed by the President It is true that many of them were

^maSlSe^tL60" * ^ ' bUt * “  tHe faCt mm*ins «« ̂ ey
, T  , e * "  Pre$,dem «**>*nted them and d,d not

t h e c S t S n T i v t h 1̂ * he, ™ es «f evoking Section 144 of

No right thinking person wants to be portrayed po lito llv  as se&kh

£ 2 Z  S S S Vice pfesideM jonathan *»••» to 2genuinely foyal to the President and has never had the onoflte *

s e e i j t s  to sheremarkably good quality and it makes for political stability.

t h T r e n ^ ath!lhe * * * '1 ? *  ̂  h  3 phyi* al or " * " »  *ate renders him incapable of invoking Section 145 of the

o Z Z n T J?  T i l  Pr° Per!y t0 the Vice * ■ * » »  in my
144 2 3 1  !  V not th®t!me t0 attempt to amend Section
^ ^ C o m t r t u t io n .  Nor is this the time to re-examine th e v £

^ ^ s IM  «  M  C o m * * , , ,  ^  a .  

? g S l!S ; iT M <  thiS PO!i{̂ £a, ,n,pa“ e !s bOTrĉ d  from

^ S K K s s s s s s s c :
l ^ r ¥ r K aCt0n tlme- blower might never Wow a
« ^ t le ,  rf he will be pubiiciy .dentified and accused of d l̂oyaity.

STu l̂lTnf̂  h3V\tead¥ Started the M^isters (,
^ r  ^ t l  L  m  UnaWe 10 " * the interests above
tM r personal interests, in the sense ttat they {the Ministers) are

ar ^  .e.n̂ m!..th!  J * * " * *  3nd * • *  is in ar,
y ^ T ^ J l '^ Z J o n>ŷ Si wh<> ̂ fire them “ *
P r e s S ^ n ^ ^ r h ! ! 5 Meetings in the 

i  he has no powers to sack any Minister. Each 
Minister can ask himself the question; why replace a President who

mon»Jwi" *  my conduct property with a new
i n t a ^ " ^  ° 0n'perf°rman<:' ? Y« ,  a conflict of

Ẑ Tt£»heT mt*oi the *****M *« *»>
Bosm Z  I Z  T t m  t0 Comact more m im m  Sf  ̂in a
r ^ f  ° r hm se!f evoke Sect,or> 14S o f the Constitution

C  M M s'Jr! T !dhhaVe “  8 Seamtess "tris"  ar,d error* process by Ministers who have the Constitutional responsibility to stea into

s r a r s : ? —

overtime’* and take the process even "

s Z r r w r th w eii3tie- - - - ^ « 6
^  ” *  « * « »  property and act in the nation's 

S t J ^ ^ r * '  the confiict Of

w ’Z O Z J Z  te8dmhi|3 has esS«hlished a  firm consensus on the 

Z L ™ : t  y  T  advise the M M stert to the line* by 
2  ! I !  T  P t e M  t0 * op the r«<?uirement for a se e m

iiS . 'S '-S S S r  r ^ - o * "  i -  b .
the 2 r  lT >f  , I  ^  aftd * h0 COu!d a beneficiary in

.  ”  f3“ t0 reCOrd t te  prescribed confidence
r.r.Jt i *  canvass for a second vote next week if the first

M l n i f t i T b l T ^ r ^ T >0r3 Weeki¥ Confidence” vote by the 
Mtnisters obviates the need for actions by the Vice President whirh
could be misconstrued as besng "overly ambitious or aggressive. * 

^ Z « I J ^ T V\ WT J y r * *  fei! * °  Sttain !h^ two-thirds

s s s s ; r s : - - g

good news ls that we have quite a few numsters who ^ e  good
t r L ^ r an t* in* 5 3nd Wh°  are ^  patriotic. v«w r w« ^  to encourage them to apply risk management 

to ^ m a n a g e o rn w ig a te  the risks that they face. Hence my

is now V ™ 1™ * to be enmeshed in a political impasse 
which is hampering even private sector investment decisions and that

b ^ X T p ^ “ " S f° r ° Ur eC0" 0my and the^ «  ^  well

h3$ refrai^  * m .  — N  the

of the Constitution if they feel that th l P r e S e n M s ^ ^ l n ^  
incapacitated or through a wider group {including the lesislafurli

invoking Section 143 of the Constitution. This latter action { S 1431 is 
in my opinion, dearly inappropriate because 81 health is clearly not 
tantamount to misconduct. Unfortunately, only Ministers who Have

I Z l  “ thS Pre%idmt cm  have the confidence to
ect on 14 4 *ecau se  it could amount to poiitkal suicide if a

* r°**p ^  m(nl$tew initiate such an action, but fall to secure a 
two-thirds vote and tt turns out that they acted prematurely on th» 
basis o f scanty and unverified information^ V ^

IW W iy rw im J

hê f Z T j,l * S*i* nt ShOUld commenx Weekly FEC meetings 
h ^ c ^  ̂ h  a »immary factual update on thePn^denf s health

-  ~ *tS ^ S S 2 S S S S :-!S
s = 2 a s » « - - * > - - ^ -

w s t r s ^ fc,lki eaCh Min,S*er WOU,d be to indicate
^ *  ̂ i  i r „ t L ? r  ether he be!,eves th8» the process of m  Section 144 of the Constitution should commence;

4) I believe there are a  total of 42 MWsters. It shout* take a few 

S t e  burnt/destroyed immediately in the foil view of

t T J , „ * T e hr  t0 the Courts but then I do not see a quick 
solution there. In any case i have argued before that our legal svstem

r a r ^ r Bt r n f ohasâ toad̂ - - ^
d i d  m* fiy VMrS 3ftef the ^ tien t might have

! w llk lt  r ^ Z  ^  therefore on!y knm> ^  overall result of the 
weekly Confidence vote, m e  reason for bumlns/destrnw™ th .

r i r r ^ is to a w id ^ w cte" - d - - - t hatnobody
t e c h w l ^ ^ ^ f c h ^ ^ 10 decip*’e f throuSh finger printing or other
technology which Minister voted for or against the
evoke Section 144 of the Constitution; ® W * o «  to

Z ^ hT Z f° !  7 " ^ thS W te Week*  k  to save the Ministers 
i f t h e h o u s e J d L r i ^ w h e n  nesctto call foranew  vote
if m e hom e is divided and the votes fell short of a  decisive maiorltv 

Co*frf 'm fe! V° te ‘ n e  r“ ,isat'on th3t there will be another
anT k T * T *  n m  W8ei< a,S°  WCentMscs the Resident's family 
and close aides to be mom open and share more information with

•  a.  j  . .   -........  myiitetlme.

tawntmg this piece I deliberately did not consult any elected political

^ l ! °  reLT_anV MiniStCr CVen thou* h * h3W access to a good
M ^ L ° "  3T M ° f ^  of the Natkmal

«»x>™ c Management Team. I would tike to apologise to all such

s ^ ^ ih ! ^ r p,ai" that' m  " 0t COnSUlt them b* C3Use 1 wanted to
^ ^ mv ^ r if L iT tions-,aisowamtopi,biicî ^ r*

h e r e b v d ^ ,^  ^1" * V®kNl S* Ct,on 144 of * * ”* '  then I
™ret^ disqualify myself from holding any paid public office during his

s ^ S e t o ^ o ^ f^  ̂  tHiS P,V* W3S 3 ,awyef that
t ^ s a m r ^ ?  T r artteand* W‘Wnanc*  Pfocesses. i did 

3PPOimed Ch3ifman rf the Committee that 
recommended a Code of Best Practices for Public Companies

Z Z î J Herm h  2003 n g  SUbJeCt matter maV be different but «»e principles are very similar. In some ways, the FEC operates like a
° 3r D,rf tt>rs of 8 Public company. One essential difference Is 

mm l n ^ r  shareholders” that the FEChas to protect is all 140
million Nigerians plus generations unborn. It is our duty to remind

aHOWth*  « « receive updateson the

- i r c s s r i s r

a n ^ n S i ^ M thaUhCy * *  or “misinforming
M m teersandthattheyare, as a minimum, carryilj

Ha Script

The last time t took out a paid advert to comment on the political%T°„:z%sT"r i * * “ 1991 1 *»-«*
lbrahim 8aban* !da m  must go,

InH k - persistent mishandling of the political transition process

^ ^ ss ir -^ em̂fthe u 1993 etect*°ns-ThatE *  waJ * iso entrtled How to break this Political impasse”. 188 did 

^ r onh^ to^ a “ ^ ^ « - v d u r t i ,
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NFF can't be independent 
of govt, says Ndanusa

'By  Orkula Shaagee

SPORTS Minister and Chairman 
National Sports Commission, 
Engineer Sani Ndanusa yester­
day condemned attempts by the 
Nigeria Football Federation to 
scheme the Federal Government 
out o f the running o f football in 
the country.

Consequently, Ndanusa who 
spoke at the NSC 2010 Ministerial 
Press Briefing in Abuja, said gov-

1 don't see that

in Africa where sports 

is run purely by gov­

ernment.

ernment cannot afford to leave 
football administration in the 
hands o f private sector, consider­
ing the huge political value that 
could be derived from it.

Rather than allow the proposed 
amendments to the NFF statutes 
that seek to remove government 
from football administration in the 
country to see the light of the day, 
the minister said that the Commis­
sion would review the statutes and 
repackage it to meet the yearnings 
of all stakeholders.

He noted that even FIFA does 
not allow its affiliates to work out­

side the laws o f its residing coun­
tries.

“The international federations, 
all they are saying is that any asso­
ciation that operates under them 
must operate under its laws, and 
must not disown their govern­
ments. They should also operate 
within the laws o f the country.

“Nigeria has sovereignty, but 
if we don’t have sovereignty what 
do you expect? So, for them to say 
today they are removing govern­
ment, they are removing every­
body, I don’t see that happening, 
especially in Africa where sports 
is run purely by government.

“Sports, especially football has 
high political value, we are oper­
ating in a democracy gentlemen, 
and you want government to lose 
its political value on football? No 
you cannot do that.

“So, all that we are saying is 
that we are stakeholders and all , 
the stakeholders should come 
together.

“But like I said, we are going to 
look at the statutes, whether NFF 
or NFA because that is what the 
people know.

“These are issues that we 
should look at. We should not look 
at issues that will create commu­
nication gap, we are one. Today, I 
want to assure you that we are 
going to repackage everything 
that will make sure that football 
administration in this country is 
streamlined so that together we 
will develop the game”, the minis­
ter declared.

SPORTS Minister Sani Ndanusa declared that the NFF can not be autonomous and independent 
of government.

Eagles defeated Zambia by sheer luck - Ndanusa
By David Ngobua

AS reactions continue to trail 
Super Eagles Semi-final berth 
at the ongoing Africa Cup o f 
Nations at the expense o f 
the Chipolopolo o f Zam bia 
which they defeated 5-4 on 
penalties on Monday, M in­
ister o f Sports and Chairman 
o f the National Sports C om ­
m ission, Engineer Sani N da­
nusa has said it was m other 
luck that gave the team that 
victory.

Super Eagles will now take 
on their perennial rivals, the

Black Stars o f Ghana on Thurs­
day in one o f the sem i-final 
matches. Ghana had the previ­
ous day beaten host Angola 1-0 
to book the clash with the Super 
Eagles.

Speaking yesterday at the 
National Sports Com m ission’s 
2010 m inisterial briefing at the 
Abuja National Stadium , the 
m inister said he congratulated 
the team for picking one o f the 
semi-final tickets but was quick 
to add that it was not the techni­
cal ability o f the team that gave 
it the ticket.

The m inister said the result

o f the match did not reflect the 
actual perform ance o f the two 
teams as he said technically the 
Eagles did not deserve to win the 
quarter final match.

“It was mother luck that did 
it for us. Technically, we did not 
deserve to win” he stated.

Ndanusa however expressed 
hope that the Eagles will get to 
the finals o f  the championship 
and return home with the trophy.

“I hope that the Eagles will 
get to the final o f the com peti­
tion and in the end return with 
the trophy.

In a related development,

form er NFA board member 
and Com m issioner o f  Justice 
in Benue State, Barrister Chive 
Kaave has said the Eagles m an­
aged to escape by whiskers and 
should thank G od for giving 
them victory over the Zambians 
whom he said deserve to win the 
important match.

He said having qualified 
for the sem i-finals by luck, the 
Super Eagles must be prepared 
to improve on their perform ­
ance otherwise, they will meet 
their Waterloo when they take 
on the Black Stars o f Ghana.

“It was an escape by the whisk­

— in— mini 11 i c-gig

ers. The Zambians played bet­
ter but through luck, the Eagles 
took the day The result did 
not represent the perform ­
ance of the two teams. Zambia 
deserved victory but luck was 
not on their side”.

“Now that the Eagles have 
qualified for the sem i-finals, 
the team must be ready to face 
a tougher opposition in the 
Black Stars. The Ghanaians 
are m ore talented and expe­
rienced. The Eagles will not 
survive on Thursday if  they 
continue to play the way they 
are doing presently”.



SPORT
DAILY TRUST Wednesday, January 27,2010

2010 AFRICAN CUP OF NATIONS

How I caged the Eagles,
by Zambia coach

'Eagles not 
ready for 
World Cup7

ZAMBIA S Coach Herve Renard 
on Monday revealed the strategy 
he adopted in caging Nigeria’s 
Super Eagles in their Africa Cup 
of Nations quarter-final tie.

Renard denied that he used the 
pre-tournament friendly between 
both sides early this month in Dur­
ban, Soutn'Africa, to map out tac­
tics for the game.

He said he used Nigeria’s three 
group games against Egypt, Benin 
Republic and Mozambique for his 
game plan on Monday night in 
Lubango.

The Frenchman congratulated 
the Eagles on their victory but said 
he did not lose to a better side at the 
post-match briefing after Nigeria 
crawled into the semi-final via 
penalties.

He admitted that he lost to 
Nigeria’s national team and "n o t

I  %
it a •

o u T a g S r a r b t r n ^ X 6 " ' Enyeam a SCOreS N i9 e ria 'S W inning 9 ° a l  in the penalty  shoot-

to a better team”.
He said he was satisfied with 

the performance of his players and 
was proud o f them, adding that 
they only failed to take the chances 
they had in the game.

In football, sometimes you 
play well and lose, we had our 
opportunities, which we did not 
utilise,” Renard added.

Nigeria’s coach, Shaibu Amodu, 
who appeared clueless and found 
no anti dote against the rampag­
ing Zambians, admitted that he 
was praying that the Eagles would 
not crash at the quarter-finals.

Describing the Zambians as ’

crafty, Amodu said the match was 
one o f the most difficult games 
they had played.

The coach said his boys were 
unimpressive but expressed grati­
tude to God that' '  we won.

"W e will go back to look at 
where we need to work on before 
our next match.

"  We are not at our best at the 
moment but we keep improving 
with every match.

The team is good, we have 
some o f the best players in the 
continent

Football is a continuous proc­
ess, we keep learning from our 
mistakes and at the end o f the day 
we will make Nigeria proud with 
the final result,” Amodu said.

Joseph Yobo, Super Eagles

assistant fcaptain, also agreed with 
the coach that the team did not 
play well but what mattered more 
was that they won.

Yobo, who is out o f  the com­
petition because o f  injury, said 
the players worked on penalties 
in their last training session on 
Sunday if their matches had to be 
decided on penalty shootout 

He said Thursdays semi-final 
tie against Ghana would be a big 
challenge for both teams.

If we want to play at the final, 
we have to beat Ghana, they too 
will want to beat us to be at the 
final”

Central defender Danny Shittu 
said the Eagles’ opponents would 
realise that it would not be easy fac­
ing Nigeria.

Onyekachi Apam, who got the 
referees marching orders after a 
second bookable offence, said he 
would greatly miss the semi-final, 
describing the red card as painful.

The foul was not intentional, 
there was tension and I made a 
mistake which I got punished for.

’ It was a yellow card offence 
but I already had a yellow card. I 
was praying in the dressing room 
that my removal would not affect 
us negatively,” Apam said.

The defender said his absence 
in the semi-final would not affect 
the team as there were other play­
ers who would play his role.

He expressed confidence that 
the coach would work out a strat­
egy with the available players in 
the team.

FIBA 2011 hosting: NBBF boss expresses confidence
From Abiodun Jimoh, Lagos

PRESIDENT o f the Nigeria 
Basketball Federation Presi­
dent (NBBF), Tijani Umar, has 
expressed confidence on the 
chances o f the country ̂ n hosting 
the 2011 FIB A African Men s bas­
ketball Nations Cup.

Umar affirmed that it is only a 
matter o f time before the country 
would be announced as the sub­
stantial host o f  the competition 
and that the government is very 
well behind their hosting bid 
while renovation works will soon 
commence in Abuja far ahead of

the FIBA team visit.
He said, “We have the full 

support o f the Federal Ministry 
of Sports and the Government of 
Nigeria to host. We have prepared 
well and we have all the facility 
needed for this level o f champion­
ship and so we are very optimistic 
to emerge as the host country for 
the 2011 event,”

The NBBF boss who led a 
four man delegation comprises 
o f the 1st Vice President Mukthar 
Malone Khaleh, Tagwai Yusuf and 
Mustapha Suleiman. Mukthar 
is also attending the continental
meetings as a member of the Cen­

tral Working Committee noted 
that the governing council for 
FIBA Africa did not choose ahost 
country for the 2011 Afrobasket 
for Men as previously planned 
for central board meeting held in 
Cairo, Egypt.

He added that the continen­
tal basketball body has set up an 
inspection committee that would 
visit the bidding countries soon to 
inspect facilities on ground.

Similarly, he said, “The inspec­
tion team will be led by the Sec­
retary General o f  the body Dr. 
Alphonse Bile from Cote d’Ivoire 
in which they are expected to sub­

mit their report o f  findings from 
the contending countries namely 
Nigeria, Cote d’Ivoire and Mada­
gascar. Abuja, Lagos and Kaduna 
are the key centers we are going to 
present for the 2011 African big­
gest basketball extravaganza.”

It will be recalled that Nigeria 
stepped down for Libya as host for 
the 2009 edition won by Angola 
hitherto remains the only African 
basketball power house that is yet 
to host or win the championship. 
Angola, Egypt and Senegal have 
played as host at least twice each 
while Angola has hosted the game 
tw ee within lOyears. .

NIGERIANS in South Africa on 
Tuesday slammed the Super Faglpc 
and declared that the country did 
not have a team for the World Cup 
barely five months away.

Reacting to the Eagles’ unim­
pressive quarter-final perforin 
ance against Zambia on Monday 
night in Lubango, Angola, the 
South Africa-based fens called for 
a total overhaul o f the tram before 
the World Cup in June.

"W e don’t have a team for 
the World Cup yet Even though 
they’re winning, you can’t be lucky 
all the time so there is a need to 
overhaul the team and bring in 
youthful blood,” said Mr Lekai 
Olaitan, a teacher at Khumbulani 
High School, East London.

Olaitan said he was on edge 
throughout the match, ad d in g  that 
the Eagles were not ’super’ against 
the Zambians.

He said Monday’s performance 
further exposed the teams flaws 
and the players’ lack o f stamina.

'Our chances against ( itiam 
are very slim” Olaitan caiH

He said there was need to for­
tify the midfield and make the 
attack more potent

Dr Abiodun Aro, a medical 
practitioner in Johannesburg, told 
NAN that the Eagles were simply 
lucky in the game.

Definitely the team is not yet 
okay and we want to see a better 
team on Thursday and later Hik 
year in South Africa,” he said.

Against a  tough team, the 
squad will crumble,” Aro said.

He urged the coaching crew 
to work harder as the Ghanaians 
would be tougher.

"T hey definitely didn’t plav 
well on Monday and must pot their 

I acts together,” said the doctor.
' We just thank God,” declared 

Pastor Dodo EmmanueL
Emmanuel said the FagUc 

must work on their miHfoJH and 
attack if  they hoped to overcome 
the Black Stars, who were more 
experienced than the Zambia™

If we can do that, we have a 
way o f always getting through,” the 
cleric said.

Dr Ono Abada; Chief Execu­
tive Officer (CEO) o f  South 
Africa-Niger Delta Investment 
Council, said the performance o f 
the Eagles left much to be desired 

I even in victory.
' The performance showed the 

need for a better technical crew” 
Abada said.

' The Zambians contained us 
so much and it was only fete that 
smiled on us,” he said.

Abada said the EaJges must 
improve as the Ghanaians w’ere 
tougher.

Mr Kemi Lawal, a business­
man, said the calibre o f  players 
paraded by Nigeria should not 
have had much problem getting 
past Zambia.

"Anyway, it doesn’t matter 
how you win, it is the victory that 
matters,” Lawal said.

He stressed the need for more 
fire power in the Eagles attack.
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M R S ,

PRESS RELEASE
NAME CHANGE:

• - '  ' * . •

CHEVRON OIL NIGERIA PLC BECOMES MRS OIL NIGERIA PLC
The Management of CHEVRON OIL NIGERIA PLC, hereby announce the change of the 
Company's name to MRS OIL NIGERIA PLC, effective December2,2009. This change was 
ratified by the Shareholders at the 40th Annual General Meeting of the Company held on 
September29,2009.

We have commenced the change to the MRS brand and in the coming months, our highly 
regarded Texaco family of products and lubricant brands will usher in the "MRS BRAND*. We 
are confident that this change will create the landmark for the unified presence of MRS 
throughout Africa and the entire world.

i

While our Company name and brand is changing, it will not affect our existing relationships 
and contracts with our customers. Our name at the Nigerian Stock Exchange, other 
regulatory authorities and our Corporate Headquarters in Nigeria, will change to MRS Oil 
Nigeria Pic.

We are certain that this change will strengthen our vision - To Be The Leading Integrated 
AfricanEnergy Company, recognized by its People, Excellence and Values.

We look forward to your being a part of this new heritage and the continued success of this 
Great Company!!!

8, Macarthy Street, Onikan, Lagos, Nigeria. T. +2341461 4500, F: +2341 4€14602 www.mregroupng.com

NIGERIA (SENEGAL |  GHANA |  SOUTH AFRICA |  BENIN |  CAMEROON |  TOGO |  MONACO |  PANAMA

http://www.mregroupng.com
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THE WEDNESDAY COLUMN SPORTS
Mohammed Haruna

ndajika@yahoo.com
REPORT

Re: Jang, the media and the 
genocide in Jos this time

Predictably my column last week provoked 
a lot o f reactions, m ost o f them hostile. By 
Tuesday I had received 210 texts from readers 
o f The Nation. Quite a lot o f them were not 
just critical. They were downright abusive. 
I’ve emailed all o f them to the newspaper’s 

editor for selection and publication, o f course, at his dis­
cretion.

Because Glo had since blocked the text only number 
for my D a ily  T ru s t  column which is published same day 
as Th e  N a tio n s , I didn’t receive any texts from the read- 
erco f the former. However, I received a few emails frorri 
readers o f both.

Given the intensity o f the emotions the killings in Jos 
has generated I decided to publish below and without any 
comments but with a little editing for grammar two o f the 
more restrained emails I received for what they are worth.

Sir,
I read your write up on the 

back page o f  T h e  N a tio n  and to 
say the least I am disappointed. A 
select few o f  our northern broth­
ers and sisters have by om ission 
or commission taken the privilege 
o f  m edia access to spurn outright 
falsehood or taken sides wrongly 
on the basis o f faith. I rarely read the 
T h e  N a tion , so cannot say with cer­
tainty what your views were when 
the Christians were the butt o f 
attacks in Bauchi and other north­
ern cities. But I doubt much if  you 
accused the governors o f  complic­
ity the way you now accuse Gover­
nor Jang.

It is irrational and irresponsible 
to relate the escalation o f the crisis 
to the meeting o f the Governor and 
past Governors Dariye and Solo­
mon Lar. It is wrong to support in 
anyway the senseless carnage in Jos.

The root cause o f  this renewed 
intolerance is traceable to so many 
years o f  subjugation o f the indig­
enous non Muslim tribes in the north. For so long these 
people have been so marginalized and brutalized by the 
powers that be in the north. I remember reading one o f 
your write up o f a friend who though had the best result 
in your class in the university but was happy selling beer 
after may be several years o f frustration. This guy I guess 
has no one like some of you who get nominated to public 
board positions not because o f  your intellect but whom 
you know.

It is an open secret that a northern Christian needs to 
work ten times harder than your brothers and sisters to 
achieve a quarter o f their comfort. As an opinion molder, 
the society expects you to help bring this systematic dis­
crimination that has stunted the growth and progress o f 
the average northern Christian because o f his faith and not 
elevate religious irredentism to a passion.

If you have watched closely the current administration 
seems to have set an agenda o f sending the average north­
ern Christian to the pre 1999 years and reverse the little 
gains they achieved post 1999 under Obasanjo. How do 
you justify a situation where a federal institution located 
in a state that is multi- religious has a council o f ten m em ­
bers with nine Muslims and one Christian from outside 
the north? How do you justify a situation where your own 
former deputy governor was m ade the chairman o f  the 
council o f  a university in the north but rejected because 
his so called brothers were uncomfortable with a minority 
Christian superintending over a university “they” own?

How do you justify a  situation where the collectively 
owned institutions o f  the north have become the birth

right o f certain people? How do you candidly justify a 
situation where a minority Christian Professor is not 
cajnpetent enough to be the Vice Chancellor o f ABU and 
even the old Adamu Ciroma unable to support injustice 
resigned as Council Chairman while the President looked 
the other way?

Mallam did we hear a whimper from you when the 
President openly took sides in the Jos crisis o f last year? 
Even the m ost vilified OBJ was more sta'temanly and had 
to openly insult a Christian cleric.

If you take the statistics you will find that a great 
number o f  the guys who graduated during your time in 
the north from the minority tribes have been systemati­
cally sent to their graves because o f this callous agenda 
of control.

The panacea to the recurrent crisis in the north lies 
in people like you studying the problems that divide us 
and bring up a workable solution and not inflaming pas-

sion. Finally Mallam, 
let’s focus on opening the 
competitive space in the 
north so that so many 
o f our people will have 
access to quality educa­
tion, Land, credit and a 
conductive environment 
for economic activities 
devoid o f invisible bar­
riers of hate, religion and 
tribe. The north has suf­
fered enough from the 
senseless conflagration 
occasioned by hate.

Ally Ahmadu 
Sir,
I read both your arti­

cles and I can only pray 
to God Almighty to con­
tinue to guide you and 
give you more wisdom to 
continue the good work 
(protecting the noble 
truth).

It is an open secret 

that a northern 

Christian needs 

to work ten times 

harder than your 

brothers and sisters 

to achieve a quarter 

of their comfort
It is very unfortunate 

that a person like Jang is entrusted with people’s lives in 
his hand even though he has more than proven that he is 
incapable.

The only way forward I see is to advise the so called 
"setders" to leave Jos to where they will not be seen as set- 
ders be it Kano, Kazaure, Katsina or anywhere they can 
call home. This is the only solution UNFORTUNATELY.

I say so because the killing will not stop and at the end 
o f it NOTHING will happen. There will only be commit­
tees, investigations .panels, heated arguments in the upper 
and lower chambers and lots o f articles but no finger will 
be raised against anyone.

Muhammad Mustapha
Sir,
Your write up which appeared simultaneously on the 

back pages o f D a ily  T ru s t  and T h e  N a tion  newspapers o f 
Wednesday, January 20, 2010 is full o f ta in  attempts to 
demonize and crucify innocent people o f Plateau State that 
have for so long endured and tolerated agents o f global ter­
ror who are bent on fighting for a weak god whom cannot 
defend himself, unless weak mortals fight for him.

Hence the various practices and attempts at blowing up 
aircrafts and public structures at the slightest perception 
that that god has been slighted. Tolerance and endurance 
have limits, and the breaking point seem to have arrived. 
No more will the Church allow the accursed to pursue its 
long term agenda of obliterating it from the surface o f the 
earth. JESUS was crucified as a lamb - meek and gentle, but 
He resurrected as the LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH!

Mamman Faliya

HARUNABabangida

Haruna Babangida 
on trial at Feyenoord

Nigerian 
winger 
Haruna 
Babangida 

has arrived in Rotterdam - 
for a trial period with 
Eredivisie powerhouse 
Feyenoord. The former 
Barcelona starlet will get 
the chance to earn him­
self a contract over the 
coming days.

The 27-year-old 
attacker wore the shirt 
o f Russian side Kuban 
Krasnodar last season, 
but Babangida is eager to 
return to western Europe 
and has apparently set his 
sights on a move to the

Eredivisie.
However, it remains 

to be seen whether Feye­
noord will be able to offer 
Babangida a contract, 
even if he impresses. 
The Rotterdam side are 
being plagued by finan­
cial trouble and will have 
to offload a player before 
making a move on the 
transfer market.

"He certainly has the 
skills to add something 
to this team. However, 
we will probably not sign 
him unless we sell some­
one else," said Feyenoord 
coach Mario Been to 
Sportweek.
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Kaita slumps after game

Super Eagles midfielder, Sani Kaita, on Monday 
night slumped immediately after Nigeria beat 
Zambia to qualify for the semi-final of the Africa 
Cup of Nations.

Kaita was rushed to hospital in an ambulance from 
the pitch.

Kaita, who was kicked on the stomach by Zambia's 
Felix Kantogo, was stretchered out briefly during the 
match, returned to complete the pulsating game.

A member of the Eagles' medical team, told NAN 
that he was treated in hospital and discharged later.

The midfielder came back to the team's camp at 
about 1 a.m.

"Kaita was exhausted after the match, he also sus­
tained injury in the match, but he is now okay.

"He has since joined the team, he just needs some 
rest, he will be okay," the official, who pleaded anonym­
ity said.
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