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v ( By Tashikalmah Hallah

e ad hoc committee
set up by the House
of Representatives to

review the controversial report
on the probe of alleged
spending of billions in the
power sector has decided to
undertake a fresh investiga-
tion.

With this, the ad hoc com-
mittee headed by Deputy
Chief Whip of the House
Aminu Waziri Tambuwal has
dumped the report produced
by the Godwin Elumel power
comumnittee.

The House power com-
mittee had after months of in-

_ vestigation presented a report

which indicted former Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo and

| top officials of his administra-

tion including former minis-
ters of power.

Following controversies
over the content of the report,

| | particularly the disowning of
| | the report by some members

of the Elumelu committee, the

| | House raised the Tambuwal

panel to review the first probe.

But sources within the
committee said the new panel
decided to dump the report
mainly because it was not

| | clear on the amount of money
| funnelled into the power sec-
| | tor within the period re-

viewed—1999102007.

“In all the 88 recommen-
dations made by the Commit-
tee on Power, there was no
where they made references
to how much was spent in the
power sector and whether
there was corruption by any
of the individuals or compa-
nies indicted by the commit-
tee,” amember of the commit-

| tee told Daily Trust on condi-
| tion of anonymity.

“If you have the report,
go through it and you will dis-

| cover that the committee re-
| ported that the sum of

$13.28bn was spent in the sec-

i tor but the report failed to

state how the money was ac-
tually spent, who benefitted,

Cont. on Pg. 5
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AnFCT commel bus that ran into a mud building along Obafemi Awolowo Exp Wsy,Abja, yterday. The driver

of the bus and a girl in the building sustained injuries.

Arms cache
intercepted
in JosglEi

large cache of arms that was to

be used to reignite crisis in Jos

was intercepted by security
agenfs in a recent operation, Plateau
State'Governor Jonah Jang told an au-
dience attending the Easter service
yesterday in Jos.

Speaking at the Church of Christ
in Nigeria (COCIN) Headquarters be-
fore hundreds of worshippers, Jang
said the seized arms were being
smuggled with the intention of using
them to destroy key places and blow
up some important installations in the
state.

Hundreds of people were killed in
the Jos crisis of November last year,

‘ From Andrew Agbese, Jos

which was sparked off by alleged vote
rigging in the Jos North Local Govern-
ment election.

The last celebrated seizure of arms
since the crisis was in January, when
the joint military team deployed to main-
tain peace in Jos arrested 26 suspected
mercenaries allegedly in fake police uni-
forms with assorted weapons. Officials
said the suspects, who were arrested
during a curfew period, were in a Toyota
Camry car and a Toyota Hiace bus
marked ‘Legislative Council, Okene LG’

But the 26 so-called mercenaries
were later found to be vigilantes from

Photo: Nasir Imam

Okene, Kogi State. The Okene local
government chairman confirmed they
were his men and the Kogi police com-
mand also later wrote the authoritics
in Jos explaining the true identity of
the suspects. The 26 men were later
transferred to the Force Criminal In-
vestigation Department in Abuja and
arraigned before a court on charges of
illegal possession of weapons.

In announcing the latest seizure
of weapons yesterday, Jang did not
say exactly when and where the arms
were intercepted and which security
agency execufed the operation.

The governor said despite efforts

Cont. on Pg. §




* ____ Deeper Life
overseer,
Pastor Kumuyi

loses wife

- From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos
’I1h<: wife of Pastor William Folorunso Kumuyi,
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the Gen-eral Superintendent of the Deeper

Christian Life Min-istry, Mrs Biodun Kumuyi

died in the early hours of Saturday, April 11,2009 at
- herresidence in the International Bible Training Cen-
tre, Ayobo, Ipaja, Lagos following a brief illness. She
Wwas aged 57. The Secretary, Deeper Life Bible
Church who announced the passage said untilher |
death, Mrs. Kumuyi was the National Woman Co-
ordinator of the church. She was also international
co-ordinator of the women ministry in A frica and other
continents where the church has branches. A ccord-
ing to the Church Secretary, Mrs. Kumuyi was the
publisher of the popular Christian Women Mirror
magazine which circulates widely within and outside
the country. Her death was not announced at the
church’s retreat, which ended yesterday, making par-

ticipants at the retreat to wonder on the commitment
of Pastor Kumuyi, who was still at his best in all his

messages even after his wife’s death. The Church E
Secretary said her burial arrangements would be an-

nounced later,

Why I am in guber
struggle, by Ararume
From Johnkennedy Uzoma, Owerri

tion in Imo State, Senator Ifeanyi Ararume has

P DP governorship candidate for the 2007 elec

said that his struggle for the governorship seat
was a fight against injustice. Araraume who lost at
the recent Court of Appeal ruling at Port-Harcourt
told newsmen at the Imo Airport in Owerri yesterday
that the fight had nothing with Governor Ikedi Ohakim.
He said Governor Ohakim remained his brother, add-
ing that he was satisfied that he achieved what he had
setout to achieve. He said the ruling, though accepted,
did not represent the voting pattern in Imo State.

Bishop opposes
death sentence for

kidnappers

an Archdiocese, Dr Matheaw Ndagoso, said

frhe Catholic Archbishop of Kaduna Metropoli
t

on Satur-day that he was opposed to death
sentence as a punishment for kidnapping in the coun-
try. Ndagoso told newsmen in Kaduna that killing
people on account of offences committed by such |
abductors was not the solution to the problem. “Two |
wrongs can never make aright, the act of killingisas |
wrong as that of kidnapping. I believe that people
who commit crimes against the society should be in-
carcerated for a long time to deprive them of their
rights. Incarceration should be done with the aim of
rehabilitating them. People who commit crimes need
pity and I believe we should go for the reasons why
they commit the crimes instead of dwelling on the
symptoms,” he said. He said death penalty had never
solved problems anywhere in the world, but that it |
heightened tensions. “I appeal to the authorities not
consider death sentence as a solution to the kidnap-
ping in the Niger Delta, for life is a gift from Godand
only He has the right to take it ,” he said. (NAN)
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Wife of former ce President Hajiya Titi Abubakar
husband Tunji Tolani, at the wed
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arious messages
pouring in for Chris-
| tian faithful yester-

- day advised them to follow
 the teachings and footsteps
- of Jesus Christ as exempli-
. fied by the life he led.
- In Abuja, Pastor Paul
- Enenche of the Dunamis In-
. ternational Gospel Church
. on Sunday urged Christians
- to lead a life of sacrifice.
- Enenche, the Senior Pastor
of the Church gave the ad-
vice in a sermon entitled “the
Ultimate Sacrifice” to mark
the Easter celebration. Ac-
. cording to him, another les-
son Christ’s resurrection
 taught Christians was that
the resistance of the devil
would turn to their assis-
tance.
“When you are con-
nected to his promise and
presence you are automati-
cally connected to the power
- to prevail,” he assured the
. faithful. At Foursquare Gos-
. pel Church Headquarters,
. Garki, Abuja, Pastor

Folawemi Adewunmi said

Ex-De

ormer deputy gover-
Fnor of Ogun State,
Alhaji Adegbenga
Kaka has cautioned against
politicization of the process
of CBN’s propose $ 200 mil-
lion loan to farmers, saying
“political middlemen” shou-
Id be avoided by the apex
bank. :
Also a farmer in Ogun
State, he said the “political

. middlemen “ are those who

in a short time now would
be coming up with various
groups and bodies under the
under so called ruling party
in the name of facilitating the
loan procurement for bona-
fide farmers.

Clerics, governors

that the rejection of Jesus
Christ during his days by
some Philistines was due to
most of the good things he
had done. Adewunmi in an
interview with newsmen said
Christ was only trying to
move us out of bondage, as
some people were not happy
for others to be moved out
of bondage which was the
case with Philistines. Ac-
cording to her ‘with death
and resurrection’ we can be
talking of Christianity, the
power of resurrection had
given us access to the king-
dom and the boldness to
preach the gospel. Rev. Fr
Rapheal Fagbohun, a Catho-
lic priest yesterday in Abuja
described the death and res-
urrection of Christ “as a
passport to victory for Chris-
tians”. Fagbohun, the force
Catholic chaplain of Archan-
gel Raphael’s Police Chap-
laincy, Garki barracks, said
this in his sermon on Easter
Sunday. He said Jesus went
through the sufferings to
win victory for Christians

Gov cautions on CBN’

From Kehinde Akinyemi,
Abeokuta

“At the end of the day,
these “pen-farmers” will be
acting as middlemen for the
real genuine farmers, thereby
making large sums of money
from the deal. At the end of
the day, you would realize
that a farmer that is seeking
N5m loan would get only
N3.5m as these political job-
bers would have cut their
share.” He advised that the
CBN should go about the
disbursement of the loan on
individual basis to bonafide
farmers in the country, add-

ing; “ make sure that the show for it. They are at it bpro P P

(right) at th

adding that they are sup-
posed to enjoy the victory
to the full without any fear.
Members of the chaplaincy
renewed their baptismal
promises to reject Satan and
his empty promises. Also,
Pastor Ubong Ntah, FCT
Field Superintendent of the
Apostolic Church Nigeria,
on Sunday urged Christians
to reciprocate Gods love by
rendering selfless service.
He said this at the fifth An-
nual Easter Major Conven-
tion with the theme, “Once
Far, now near” held at The
Apostolic Church Kubwa
Area Headquarters. Ntah
said the sins of Adam and
Eve in the garden of Edem
brought a communication
gap between God and man.
According to him, the
blissful communication man
shared with God was broken
when the man disobeyed
God’s instruction. Ntah said
that Christ, being the hus-
band of the Church, the
Church needs to serve him
diligently to mark his suffer-

interest is low for us to be
interested. It is only when
these factors are seriously
considered that I can be per-
sonally be interested,”
Kaka recalled that a simi-
lar gesture by the immediate
past administration on the
issue of bird flu ended up
creating “unemployment
and apathy on the part of
poultry food consumers, as
the money earmarked by the
government to fight bird flu
ended up in the pockets of
the country’s egg-dots. The
egg-dots are compounding
the problem. They would get
the money and at the end of
the day there is nothing to

e cutting of the cake by Atiku’s daughter and her
ding reception at ABTI University, Yola on Friday.

, others advise Christians at Easter

$ $200m loan to farmers

ings. In Osogbo, Nigerian
youths were advised not to
emulate corrupt leaders so
as to build a corrupt free na-
tion in the future. Rev. Fr.
Felix Olaniyan, of Saint
Benedict Catholic Church,
Osogbo, gave the advice on
Sunday in Osogbo, during a
special mass to mark 2009
Easter celebration. :

In Kaduna, a Catholic
priest Rev. Fr Donatus
Okoye of Saint Joseph Ca-
thedral, Kaduna ‘called for
attitudinal change among
Christians as they celebrated
Easter. Okoye in his Easter
Homily, said the celebration
of the Easter feast entailed
transformation of attitudes.
He said the celebration
would be meaningless if
Christians failed to be trans-
formed to people who would
lead by their exemplary ¢on-
duct. In Ilorin,Gov. Bukola
Saraki urged Christian faith-
ful to demonstrate love and
genuine care for their
neighbours in the true spirit
of Easter. (NAN)

again, raising false alarm on

the bird flu issue, because

the international donor agen-

cies disclosed that they want 4

to give money to fight t"

flu again. e
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- Halliburton: Opposition -
threatens to name bribe takers

pposition parties

under_the auspices

of Conference of
Nigeria Political Parties
(CNPP) yesterday
threatened to name the
Nigerians involved in the
Halliburton bribery scandal
if President Umaru Yar’adua
refused to disclose their
names and begin their
prosecution.

Also yesterday, the
Action Congress (AC)
warned the government
against any attempt to
protect those involved in
the scandal warning the
anti-corruption campaign
would go up in flames if the
issue was not addressed.

A statement by CNPP’s
National Publicity
Secretary, Mr . Osita
Okechukwu said President

‘Yar’adua knew those

involved in the scandal.

They alleged the
President was being
economical with the tryth
because of his 2011
presidential.

“The $150 million found
in the Swiss Bank is not
trapped but laundered with
names of the bonafide
Nigerian owners,” the group
said. :

“Conference of Nigeria
Political Parties (CNPP)
wishes to state
unequivocally, that
President Umaru Musa
Yar’adua and his Attorney-
General and Minister of

- Justice are economical with

the truth and too soft on the
war against corruption
since the inception of the
regime and in this instance,
the monumental Halliburton
Nigeria LNG scam; for our
investigation shows clearly
that the $150m found in the
Swiss Bank is not trapped
but laundered with names of
the bonafide Nigerian
Owners. 3 :
“Further to shield and

[ By Muideen Olaniyi j

protect the looters, the
regime did not mention the
over § 30m that was
distributed in Nigeria, just
like those who were named
and not under seal in the
Siemen scandal have not
been prosecuted up-to-date.
Instead Siemen was
rewarded with more juicy
contracts running into
billions of Naira,” the CNPP.

It added that: “President
Yar’adua has all the details,
names of the principal
culprits and their agents, it
is not by newspaper
cuftings, but granite
evidence gathered by the
regime from source. Mr
President is only trapped by
his second term ambition, as
a top member of the Board
of Trustees of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP),
leads the hall of infamy of
Halliburton beneficiaries.

“We shall disclose the
names in the days ahead, if
President Yar’adua
continues to shield the
names and fail to commence
their prosecution. The
tragedy is that all the time
the looters head or tail wins,
while Nigerians loose and
the crisis in the Niger Delta
festers; because of their
unholy alliance with the PDP
leadership.

While saying that the
Department of Justice and
Security and Exchange
Commission of the US are
committed to aggressively
enforcing the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act
{FCPA} and holding
violators of their laws
accountable when they
engage in illegal conduct, it
accused the Nigerian
government of busy
rationalizing inefficiency
and gross corruption.

It noted that Halliburton,
because of the indemnity,

had agreed to pay $402
million in criminal fines to
the Department of Justice
while the country’s leaders
are romancing with corrupt
barons and looters of our
common wealth, thus
violating Section 15 of the
Constitution and other
extant laws.
Meanwhile,the Action

Congress (AC) yesterday f

warned the Federal
Government against any
attempt to shield all
Nigerians involved in the
Halliburton bribery
scandal:

AC’s warning was
contained in a statement
from Lagos by its National
Publicity Secretary, Alhaji
Lai Mohammed.

The party also said the
FG should immediately
identify the alleged bribe
takers no matter their
status in the society and
begin the process of
prosecuting them.

It said all the talk about
not knowing the real

identity of those involved
cannot stand even a
perfunctory scrutiny.

AC also described as an
unnecessary. distraction
the statement credited to
the Mr. Aondoankaa, that
$150 million of the $180
million involved in the
Halliburton bribery scandal
has been found in an
account in Zurich,
Switzerland, without the
identities of the account
owners being known.

“Our response to this
tallies with that of the civil
rights group Socio-
Economic Rights and
Accountability Project
(SERAP), which had said in
a statement: ‘Normal
banking practices suggest
that funds lodged in any
bank are ascribed or owned
by identifiable persons,” it
stated.
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traditional “Urbi et Orbi” (To the City and the World) Easter
message from the central loggia of St Peter’s Basilica yesterday.
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Yar’adua orders ministries to allow free information flow

orried by the
incessant media
criticism of its

alleged tardiness and
taciturnity, the Federal
Government has mandated
ministers and heads of
parastatals to reorganise the
information units of their
various departments with a
view to allowing free flow of
information to the public and
making them more accessible
to the media.

Presidential spokesman,
Mr. Olusegun Adeniyi
announced the new policy in
Abuja yesterday while
delivering a paper titled
“Communication in
Governance: The Pitfalls, the
Prospects” at the 2nd Global
Communication Summit
organized by Timex
Communications Limited.
“As a deliberate

| By AbdulFattah Olajide |

communication policy,
government is taking steps
to encourage more openness
in the conduct of public
affairs. Consequently,
ministers and senior
government officials have
been mandated to reorganise
their information
departments and units with
aview to making them more
accessible to the media,
which has the constitutional
responsibility of holding the
government accountable to
the people”, he stated.

He decried the massive
criticism being attracted by
the Yar’adua administration
from the media, blaming it on
inadequate ,information
dissemination to the public
caused by the
administration’s notion that

“government should
concentrate more on service
delivery and refrain from
making noise in the media as
seeing is believing.”

He noted that “While
this may be a correct position _
in an environment where
empty propaganda has
become the norm, it has had
its adverse effects as
ministers and heads of
government agencies have
become too quiet even to the
extent of not talking about
their work plans as well as
the progress being recorded
under them”, he noted.
Adeniyi also blamed the
situation on the attitude and
orientation of information
officers who as bureaucrats
he said felt compelled to
restrict information unless
authorised to release it by
appropriate supervising
officials.

ABUTH defends sack of nursin

uthorities of the
Ahamadu Bello
University Teaching

Hospital (ABUTH), Shika,
Zaria weekend said a newly
recruited nursing staff was
sacked for contravening
dress code.

The Chief Medical
Director, Professor
Abdulmumini Hassan
Rafindadi, said in a
statement that the hospital
has prescribed Hijab which
all Muslim-women nursing
staff are allowed to wear for
duty in the hospital. _

Rafindadi said: “The
management of ABUTH
recently offered
appoiniment to 180 staff
nurses including one Safiya
0. Ahmad. Safiya, having
accepted the appointment,
promised in writing to abide

. by all rules and regulations

of the hospital and assumed

| From Isa Sa’idu, in Zaria1

duty on 2nd January, 2009.
The nursing profession
prescribes dressing code for
its members which include
the wearing of Hijab but
should be shoulder length.
This has been the rule even
before Safiya’s employment.

“However, Safiya
decided to wear a different
and unapproved Hijab. Her
attention was drawn to this
improper mode of dressing
on several occasions by her
supervisors, superiors and
other Muslim interest
groups. Indeed, her husband
too was equally contacted
on several occasions on this
same issue. But all efforts to
make them reason proved
abortive. The management
‘went extra length to write her
a letter advising her to
comply in her own interest,

the advice she totally
disregards. She was then
issued with a query letter
which she failed to respond
to.”

Safiya’s refusal to
answer the query, according
to Rafindadi, was a clear
indication that she was no
longer interested in her work.
And in order not to establish
abad precedence, Rafindadi
added, the management was
left with no other option than
to terminate her two months
old appointment.

Safiya’s husband,
Rafindadi said, went on
campaign of calumny after
his wife was sacked despite
the ABUTHs efforts_to see
that he brought his wife to
order. This campaign by
Safiya’s husband, Rafidadi
said, was meant to incite
Muslims within the hospital

and the neighbouring
communities against the
management of the hospital.

According to Rafindadi,
in order to forestall peace in
the hospital, the Emir of
Zazzau, Alhaji Shehu Idris,
intervened by summoning a
meeting of stakeholders in
his' palace which was
presided over by a senior
counselor of the Emirate,
Wazirin Zazzau, Alhaji
Ibrahim Aminu. Having made
their submissions, the
stakeholders asked the
disagreeing parties to
maintain peace as amicable
solution would be found,
Rafindadi said.

Speaking to newsmen,
Safiya’s husband, Malam
Muhammad Isa, said the
constitution of the country
has given freedom of
religion to every Nigerian

and his wife, Safiya, is
inclusive.

Malam Isa, a student of
the Ahmadu Beilo
University and a prominent

-member of the Muslim

Student Society of Nigeria
(MSSN), explained that the
Hijab which his wife was
wearing for her routine duty
was never a hindrance to
the execution of her job as a
nurse. He added that his
wife has never signed any

agreement with the hospital . -

that she has to expose her
body before she
as a nurse in the hospital,,
Isa said ABUTH’s
management the decision to
sack his wife is unfortunate
because she is only
complying with what Allah
has prescribed for heras a
woman. He said wearing
Hijab below shoulder length

work”

g staff over hijab

is neither a nuisance to_ his
wife’s colleagues nor her
patients. Isa also alleged
that the sack was influenced
by some pressure groups in
the hospital who are
against the wearing of Hijab
by nursing staff.

One of the stakeholders
who was brought into the
crisis to stem its escalation,
Sheikh Abubakar Imam
Ikara, told Daily Trust, that
the ABUTH brought them
into the scene afier they had
sacked Safiya. Imam lkara
however said they would do
their best to see that Safiya’s
case did not result into
religious crisis in the
hospital and Zaria at large.

When Daily Trust
visited the hospital
yesterday afternoon staffof
the hospital were seen,
despite the Easter break,
peacefully carry out their
normal duties.
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