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Bad leadership caus

corruption - Speakers

he Vice Chancellor of
TBayero University, Pro

fessor Attahiru Jega,
Executive Secretary,
PANAFSTRAG, retired Gen-
eral Ishola Williams and the
Chairman of the Economic
and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EECC), Mallam

,L-R Representatlve of the Em:r of Ilorin, Magaji

By Sufuyan Ojeifo,
(Special Correspondent)

Nuhu Ribadu, yesterday
struck a note of consensus
that bad leadership remains
the fundamental problem of
the Nigerian nation.

They were guest speakers

at the 3™ 7Trust Annual Dia-
logue with the theme, “Cor-
ruption: The Trouble with Ni-
geria,” held at the Ladi Kwali
conference hall of the

Sheraton Hotel and Towers,
Abuja and witnessed: by the
cream of personalities from
across the country.

Professor Jega said he
shared the position of world
acclaimed novelist, Chinua
Achebe, in his celebrated
book, “The Trouble with Ni-
geria”’, which he (Achebe)
said, ‘simply and squarely the
failure of leadership.. .the un-
willingness or inability of its

Nda of Ilorm, Alhaﬂ SaIlhu Woru Mohammed Governor Ahmed Sani of Zamfara

State, Chairman of the occasion, Major General Garba Ali Mohammed (rtd) and ACF Chairman, Chief Sunday Awoniyi at the 3"
Annual Trust Dialogue held in Abuja... yesterday.
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3" Term: Senators
enators at a session be ! :
"N hind closed doors yes-
terday were said to have

grilled Deputy Senate Presi-
dent, Alhjai Ibrahim Mantu,
on how the tenure option of
three terms of four years
found its way into the pro-
ceedings of the National As-
sembly Joint Constitution
Review Committee.

A subcommittee of the
Mantu panel had proposed
three options on tenure in-
cluding the one that -would
give President Olusegun
Obasanjo and state gover-
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. ByHabeeb 1. Plndlga,
. Assistant Polmca/ Editor

nors a chance to go for a third
term. Durmg the executive
session that lasted almost two

Pic: Kennedy Egbonodje.

hours, senators fired salvos
at Mantu and chairman of the
subcommittee that made the
contentious proposal, Sena-
tor Omar Hambagda.

quiz Mantu

Mantu, according to a
dependable Daily Trust
source, replied that members
of the subcomhittee had

Cont. on Pg. 2

Dariye Probe: EFCC presents exhibits

fficials of the Eco-
nomic and Financial
Crimes Commission

(EFCC), yesterday appeared
before the Plateau State
House of Assembly’s special

-committee investigating alle-

gations of financial i 1mpropn-

From Andrew Agbese,
Correspondent (Jos)

ety against the governor,
Chief Joshua Dariye and pre-
sented 20) documents as ex-
hibits to substantiate their al-
legations.

The EFCC team led by
Mallam Ibrahim Lamorde, a
director in the anti-graft body,
said the documents which in-
cludes various photocopies
of bank cheques, bank drafts,
letters of authorisation, as well

Cont. on Pg. 2

leadcrs to rise to the respon-
sibility, to the challenge of
personal example, which are
the hallmarks of true leader-
ship.

According to him, “I still
cast my votes for Chinua
Achebe: The trouble with Ni-
geria 1s dk cisively that of lead-
ership! Corruption has be-
comg \mh a profound prob-
lem and is giving our country

FIFA stops Feb 17

coO

and us trouble, only in the
context of the failure of Icad-
ership”, adding that, “in ther
words, because of the pov-
erty of leadership which has
bedeviled our country, coi
ruption has become a serious
troubling issue”
He argued that the
“phenomenal corruptic
our country because the
a profound failure of le
ship generally and in the
imamst corruption in par
ar.
“If the truth is to be
with very few exceptions

Cont. on |

SEE MORE STORIES a3D PIX
ON PAGES 5, 6,

NFA splinter electmn

he world football gov-
I crning body, FIFA, has
asked the Nigeria foot-
ball stakeholders to stop im-
mediately, the process for the
conduct of the February 17,
elections into the Board of the
Nigeria Football Association,
NFA.

The world body yester-
day in Cairo, Egypt - venue
of the African Cup of Nations
billed to commence today, -
met with representatives of
the football stakeholders’ fo-
rum and Mr. Nduka Irabor, the
chairman of NFA Electoral
Committee for the Kano elec-
tions, which returned Alhaji
Ibrahim Galadima as NFA
chairman.

FIFA Deputy Secretary-
General, Jerome Champagne,
presided over the meeting that
also involved Dr. Amos
Adamu, the newly elected
FIFA Executive Committee,
NFA Acting Secretary Gen-
eral, Fanny Amun, Mr. [rabor
and three representatives of
the stal\eholders forum,

By Ismaila Umaru Ler:
Assistant Editor

namely, Amanze Uchegbul:
Chairman of Stakeholdcrs
Forum, Alhaji Ahmed Shuaib
Gara and Mr. Pinnick Ama
chairmen of Gombe FA and
Delta FA respectively.

Daily Trust gathered that
the FIFA chief expressed dis
may over the unsavoury d¢
velopment which followed
the NFA elections in Kan
and the role %layed by the

’
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61 DAYS TO GO
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crop of le: have ess
tially been sel ng rule
some gyen despots and not
leaderf in the true sense of
the word. They lack(ed) vi-
sion, focus, seiflessness and
even enlightened self-inter-

8

“Qur leaders are
unimaginably corrupt; they
are greedy; they are vindic-

 tive; they are reckless and in

many fundamental respects,
senseless. Virtually whoever
has access to power abuses
it. The exceptions are very
few indeed. “There is per-
haps no other country in the
world where power corrupts
and absolute power corrupts
as absolutely ag in Nigeria.
Our consistent or persistent
ranking on the global corrup-

- tion index testifies to this”.

Jeganoted that corruption

- was not peculiar or original to

Nigeria but observed that the

' way in which it has been al-
lowed to be the underlying

framework of public and offi-
cial conduct has ensured that
the basis of genuine progress
and development of the na-
tion and her people has been
“greatly circumscribed and
profoundly constrained by
it”.

He said that Nigerians as-
pire that good governance
would be nurtured and
institutionalised so that their
fundamental needs could be

- satisfied, stressing that “one”

of the most significant as-
pects of good governance is
transparency and account-
ability, or simply put,
uncorrupt conduct in the dis-
charge of one’s assigned re-
sponsibilities”.
“Unfortunately,” he said,
“absence of transparency and
accountability, as well as gen-
eral decent conduct is now the

- norm rather than the excep-

tion in this country. Nigerian

' public officials, whether

elected or unelected, exude

i not only power, but also cor-
(ruption and this is manifest
in the way they walk, talk,

dress and generally conduct
themselves”.

The university don was of
the opinion that if the public
sphere could be reformed and

. corruption decisively dealt
- with, the nation would go a

long way to address the mal-
aise and ineffectiveness in

. governance.

“Reform is needed but the
problem is not with reform per
se but with the way it is con-

' ceived and executed. For let

there be no mistake about it,
the process of dealing with,
or fighting corruption can it-
self be corrupt, either adver-
tently or inadvertently.

“For Nigeria to progress,
we have to cure ourselves of

' those terrible ills which have

afflicted us and bogged us

‘down as a people and as a
' nation. We have to root out
the culture of arbitrariness

which has become embedded
in our way of doing things.
“We have to decisively
tackle corruption and abuse
of office. We have to revive
and entrench the culture of
open, impersonal public con-

i duct and doing things by the

book; in accordance with es-

tablished rules and regula-

tions. It is significant to in-
troduce or reintroduce mecha-
nisms for checking excesses

and lawlessness in the dis-

charge of public responsibili-
: S5 S Fir by
ties. : s ’
“Entrenching a culture of
transparency, accountability
and due process is a signifi-

s and

ment; «
d continue to muddle
through chac and disori-
ented processes of gover-
nance which would only con-
tinue to shatter the aspira-

gerians rather than help meet
their fundamental basic
needs”.

General Williams in his
presentation pointed out that

he concurs with Nikolayevith -

Tolstoy in his classical book,
“The Kingdom of God is
Within You,” that govern-
ments in time, without excep-
tion, the most despotic and
the liberal alike, have become
organisations of violence
employing four methods, to
wit: the first and the oldest is
intimidation, the second is
corruption, the third is hyp-
notizing people and the
fourth is military enforcement.

He noted that all these are
features of the Obasanjo ad-
ministration. Williams said
that there are so many laws in

‘place for building a solid le-

gal framework to minimize
corruption if they can be en-
forced in a way that justice is
“transparently done within a
period of not more than six
months by special courts or
tribunals.

“Notwithstanding the
present situation in which
cases brought by the EFCC
are given speedy hearing by
the judiciary, the same cannot
be said of ICPC and the Code
of Conduct Bureau (CCB) Tri-
bunal. The CCB remains a
secret governmental institu-
tion that protects the illegal
acquisition of wealth by poli-
ticians and other public dffic-
ers.

“There is a possibility
that if we carry out a study
on the veracity of the assets
of information filed at the
CCB, 90% of the information
will not be true presently and
in the future. This is one area
where the government has
refused to make the necessary
law establishing the CCB and
its tribunal. ‘

“We do have three Bills
with the National Assembly
that is, the Procurement Com-
mission Bill, the very impor-
tant Fiscal Accountability and
Transparency Bill, the Civil
Society sponsored Freedom
of Information Bill (FOI),
which may make it unneces-
sary for open declaration of
assets by public officers in-
cluding elected officers and
the Whistleblowers Bill,
which is yet to go through its
first reading.

“There are deliberate ef-
forts by the National Assem-
bly to ensure that civil soci-
ety sponsored bills like the
FOI and the Whistleblowers
bills which can oblige,them to
be transparent, ethical and
honest in their private and
public lives do not see the
light of day”.

Williams slammed the ac-
tivities of Corporate Nigeria,
which he said on two occa-
sions “have given money to
a particular candidate in 1999
and 2003”, stressing that
“those who lead that group
have now been rewarded
through influence peddling,
economic benefits and lucra-
tive positions in the public
and private sectors. :

“This is not a good" way
to minimize political corrup-
tion. May I suggest that all
business contributions to

whi

undation. 1 nis

i1l scrutinize

parties internal governanc
transparency, accountability
and manifesto before dona-
tions.

“Independent popular
political candidates at all lev-
els with incorruptible ante-
cedents and future commit-
ments to people centred gov-
ernment will be fully sup-
ported. Corporate Nigeria
Foundation can be the change
agent in our political party
system, culture, governance
and funding.

“It will banish crooks and
thugs who, with unknown
sources of funds with some
obtained through inflated
government contracts, shady
deals and trading”.

On his part, EFCC chair-
man, Mallam Nuhu Ribadu,
told the gathering that no so-
ciety can rise above its lead-
ership, stressing that “a soci-
ety advances or fails prima-
rily because of its leadership
and it is the leadership that
steers the people in whatever
direction they must go, for
good or ill.

“Regrettably, the leader-
ship we have been unlucky
to be saddled with for most
of our lives as a nation has
been that which has exhibited
incompetence at the highest
level. This has manifested in
poor management of re-
sources, both human and
material. It can also be seen
in the army of sycophants
and blind loyalists who owe
their sustenance and alle-
giance only to their benefac-
tors.

“Rather than encourage
and promote the virtues of
accountability, respect for the
rule of law and patriotism, the
leadership we have had de-
stroyed institutions that sus-
tain the growth of society,
unleashing on the rest of the
people an army of blind loy-

alists with the explicit instruc-

tions to do whatever it will
take, including brazen theft
and violence to strengthen
their stranglehold on power.

“The past leadership that
Nigeria has had, unfortu-
nately encouraged tribalism
and nepotism. Many of those

who disguise as national lead- |

ers are just petty tribal mas-
querades whose vision does
not go beyond the hazy hori-
zon of self-aggrandizement
and self-perpetuation”.

According to him, “we
need leaders that are honest
and courageous; leaders that
have guts to take the best
decisions for the country no
matter how unpopular doing
so may make them today”.

He stated that some of the
leaders we have had in the
past employed “populist
stunts to deceive the popu-
lace into believing that they
had a ‘listening ear’, whereas,
populism was just a ploy to
divert attention from the pil-
laging of the nation and total
destruction of the future of
the people™.

He said, “our nation
needs a visionary leader; one
that sees the promised land
and is determined to take us
through thick or thin, not one
that sees Nigeria as his prom-
ised land, already flowing with

milk and honey, to steal and "

fritter away to'build a “popu-
list’ base and maintain a cult
of loyalists to sustain himself
in power”.
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tg on by the
Oyo state labour organisations
and government workers as gov-

ernor of the state.

T'he call, made by the Move-
ment for Unity and Progress
(MUP), is coming at a time when
the Oyo State crisis has drawn
flack from Nigerians of all walk
of life. the movement also de-
scribed as “unbelievably scandal-
ous” the query of Chief Lamidi
adedibu to the former governor
who reportedly said that “Gov-
ernor Ladoja receives N65 mil-

as written statements obtained
from banks were submitted to the
committee to substantiate the
commission’s case for the
governor’s impeachment.

The exhibits which were re-
ceived by the chairman of the
special committee were rarked
s’ AT 7 il e

However, the amounts in-
volved were not mentioned nei-
ther were contents of the letters
and statements.

Some of the exhibits showed
several withdrawals from mainly
four banks namely, Lion Bank,
Intercontinental Bank, Allstates
Trust Bank and Diamond Bank.

But further proceedings on
the exhibits tendered were stalled
by the submission of the Com-
missioner of Justice and Attor-
ney General, Barrister Clement
Dakas, who complained that the
freezing of the accounts of the
government on the orders of the
courts based on an exparte mo-
tion by the EFCC, was inappro-

HIanuces: oeuo,

Editor

rity vote monthly,

nk I’'m entitled to

er of it?
The statement made avail-
able to Daily Trust also read in
parts “like all patriotic Nigeri-
ans, the Movement for Unity and
Progress feels greatly disturbed
and distressed by the event that
unfolded in Oyo State last week.
We are all the more disturbed and
frighthened due to this scandal-
ous pattern of evails in Nigeria.
wherever an elected official; state
governor, a party chairman, a

.

Dak‘lye Cont. from pg. 1
priate and may grind to a halt,
the activities of the government
and the committee.

He argued that since it was
the state governor and some of-
ficials that were being investi-
gated, it would amount to over
reaction on the part of the EFCC
to punish the government and the
state.

The commissioner appealed
to the EFCC that it was in its
powers to ask the courts to
defreeze the accounts of the state
in order not to jeopardise gover-
nance as well as the ability of the
committee to carry out its task.

He said that since the EFCC
would be requiring the officials
of the state government for in-
terrogation, it would be apt if the
committee adjourns sitting while
allowing the EFCC a chance to
meet with the officials while at

the same time, trying to ensure |
the deterioration of the state |

government’s accounts.

Third term Cont. from pg. 1

powers to include their
opinions in their report and
that in any case, the report
merely leaked but was not of-
ficially released. But some
senators insisted that there
was more to it than meets the
eye in the proposal because
it never surfaced at the previ-
ous hearings the subcommit-
tee held.

Disclosing the outcome of
the session to National As-
sembly correspondents
shortly after the stormy ses-
sion, chairman of the Senate
committee on media and pub-
lic affairs, Senator Victor
Ndoma-Egba, said the ses-
sion was convened to douse
heightening agitation among
senators over the controver-
sial proposal.

Ndoma-Egba confirmed
that Mantu was put to task to
answer series of questions
from the agitated legislators
and after discussions, it was
resolved that a comprehen-
sive time-table for the consti-
tution review should be pro-
vided in the next few days.

“During the executive
session, we had the opportu-
nity of dousing whatever the
anxiety and whatever doubt
senators have on the
progress of work by the con-
stitution review committee.
The deputy senate president
who is the chairman of that
committee had the opportu-
nity of briefing us and at the
end, it was agreed that a time-
table for the work should be
produced so that we can ap-
pratse what they are:doing,
whether of notthey aremak-
ing progress. Because, right
now as it is, their programme
is open ended. We-don’t

nothing to hold them onto.
Issues like hidden agenda,
third term agenda were raised,

and those who should know |
reassured the senate that no- |
body approached them on |
any extension and then the |

senate as a body still has no
request, no material, nothing
whatsoever to indicate that
there is a third term agenda.
~But we got that reassurance.
The subcommittees and the
main committee are merely
doing their work and that at

the end, it will come to the |

whole Senate.”

had explained how the third
term idea cropped up, Ndoma-
Egba said, “members of the
committee are entitled to their
own opinion, they on their
own may have generated that
(third term).”

Daily Trust learnt that a |

heated argument broke
among senators on the pro-

priety or otherwise of con- |

tinuing with the review pro-
cess in view of the mounting

antagonism. The upper cham- |

ber was almost sharply di-
vided between the opposition
lawmakers and those of the
ruling People’s Democratic
Party (PDP), with the former
insisting that the process
must be suspended.
Attempts to reduce the
matter to technicalities by
Mantu on the grounds that
the report was not even out
but that it leaked was re-
“buffed by senators who said
since newspapers - had
serialised the report,and2
Hambagda had been speak-
ing to the press, the matter
had gone beyond leakage.

ducted before Febru
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ers who have gon
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government’s accc
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stating that more tim
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documents and prepare 0SS
examination.
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Sports Ministry in the en

! sis and warned that Nigena
But the EFCC’s representa- | . ; ;
st ,e, : LS fcplose | risks international ban

\‘ll'\’
it go ahead to conduct clec

. tions into the NFA board by
know when they are going to |
finish and we have absolutely |

February 17, 2006.
Mr. Champagne, who s in
charge of national associa

| tions department at su

pranational body’s headquar
ters in Zurich, directed that
the stakeholders should sus
pend whatever action regard

ing fresh elections 1 its
ruling on the issue on Febru
ary 18.

The world bod Ve
Amun and the stakeholders
seven days to prove allega
tion that there were 20 illega
delegates in the Kano elec

tions.
Earlier on, FII 1ad

&itod aroth s Mt | barred Amun from attending

the Confederation of Afrnican
Football (CAF) Con;
Tuesday as representative of
the NFA, saying t the

5S On

former national under- | 7 team
coach is a staff of the Sports
Ministry.

Recently, the seven-man
Electoral Committ ap
pointed after the purported

i January 6 NFA Congress in
Abuja to conduct fresh elec
tions in the football house,
released guidelines for the

February 17 poll. But FIFA’S
decision yesterday will come
as cheerful news for the em-
battled Ibrahim Galadima-led
NFA board, which have been
in a tug-of-war with the Sports

Ministry over football au-
tonomy.

It will be recalled that the
spiraling crisis in Nigera foot-
ball took a fresh dimension

when Sports Minister Samaila
Sambawa annulled the Kaneo
polls andiaistake holders
meeting in Abuja-on 6/l
ary set in motion p

fresh elections to
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EFCC probes aviation
ministry, parastatals

ollowing reports of
financial impropriety in
the aviation industry,

the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC),
is set to investigate officials
of the ministry of aviation and
some parastatals under the
ministry for alleged misappro-
priation and other forms of
corrupt, practices.
Information made availa-

- ble to Daily Trust said the

probe has been okayed by
the Minister of Aviation, Pro-
fessor Babalola Borishade

.while the parastatals to be

investigated are the Federal
Airports Authority of Nigeria
Nigerian Civil
Aviation Authority (NCAA)
and Nigerian Airspace Mana-
gement Agency (NAMA).
Others are the Nigerian
Meteorological Agency

(NIMET), the Nigerian Avia-
‘tion Handling Company

(NAHCO), Accidents Invest-
igation and Prevention
Bureau (AIPB) and the

: Nnamdi Azikwe International

Airport, Abuja
According to a statement
signed by Mike Nwokoro,

- the ministry’s spokeperson,
- the minister has directed the
- acting Permanent Secretary,
- Dr Imoro Kubor, to inform all

affected parastatals to coop-

. erate with the commission. -

The statement said the

investigation is sequel to a
 letter by Dr Abdullahi Shehu

on behalf of the EFCC
chairman, seeking permission
to LOl'IdUCt the 1nvestiganon

By Mohammed S. Shehu,
Reporter Travel & Leisure

in the ministry and the listed
parastatals.

“Professor Borishade
who received the letter, dire-
cted the acting permanent
secretary, Dr Imoro Kubor, to
inform all concerned to
cooperate with the EFCC,”
the statement said.

The statement added that
the areas to be investigated

by the commission includes |

collection, collation and

analysis of information on | |
the operations of airlines in |

Nigeria.

Other areas include to |
“understand and explain the |

factors responsible for air
crashes in Nigerian airspace
and to suggest policy and
practical (including punitive)

ways to reduce air crashes |
and move the aviation sector |
towards the desired level of |

safety and transparency,” the |
statement said.

During the investiga- |
tions, EFCC will also look into

business practices and appr- |

oved procedures for the
aviation industry including
budgetary allocations and
releases to the ministry and
its parastatals.

The commission has app- |
ealed to stakeholders who |
have additional information |

or position papers that could |
assist the team to determine |

the extent of corruption and
malpractice in the induxtry

Fire guts Falluja
market in Adamawa

he Jimeta main market
g_o?ularly known as
alluja in Yola, Adam-
awa state, was on Wedne-
sday gutted by fire in which
over 300 shops with goods
worth hundreds of millions of
naira were burnt to ashes.

Competent sources at the
market stated that the
incident started at about 6 pm
when most of the traders had
closed for the day; a situation
which escalated the inferno
and made it difficult to be
contained until the early
hours of yesterday.

The chairman of the
Foreign Currency Traders
Association in the market,
Alhaji Usman Imam, who

was also a victim, attributed -

the source of the fire to a
generator that sparked off
shortly after a trader put it on
when the Power Holding
Company of Nigeria (PHCN),
took off the e]ectricn?;
“Unfortunately,” he said,
“the generator went up in
flames and when the people

‘around sprayed water in
~order to put it off, the whole
- shop went ablaze ‘and before
you know it, many shops

exploded.”

Alhaji Usman stated that
the men of the fire service in
the state did not help the
situation. “The fire actually
raged for. more than three

- hours before they came. And

the worse part was that when
they arrived, thée fire fighting
trucks had little water in
stock™.

Dally Trust investiga-
tions revealed that though no
casualty was recorded, the

ave arrested many

Kolice
oodlums. who took advan-'

From Hamza Idris
| (Correspondent Yola)

tage of the pandemonium to |
loot. Further findings indic-

section, second hand cloth
dealers (yan Gwanjo) and the |
Bureau De Change offices

center in the market were the
worse hit by the fire.

The chairman of the Yola
Traders Association, Alhaji
Sani Saidu, lamented that the

traders are yet to overcome |
the trauma the state govern- |
ment subjected them to when |

they were forcefully ejected |
from the former main market
recently without compens- |
ation. According to him, “it |

is now ten months when most |
of us sold our houses to |
secure shops here. Look at |

our condition now! I can tell
you without ,exaggeration
that we had to lock many
traders in rooms because
they had wanted to venture
into the raging flames”.

Most of the affected
traders interviewed frowned
at the attitude of the govern-

“ment. Alhaji Ibrahim Baba

who lost three shops in the
fire, mercilessly lashed the
overnment’ “The truth is

that our government is insen- |
sitive to the plight of the |

people. It is now more than
18 hours when this incident |
occurred, but look at the
governor and his deputy
including all key officers in
his cabinet, all of them are at
the Govemment House swe-
aring in new commissioners
instead of coming here to
commiserate’ with
subjects

thell' :
electoral laws stipulate two-

I A cross section of Media Trust Directors: L-R: Executlve Drrector, Operattons, Alhajr Isiaq Ajibola, MD/CEQ, Malam
. Kabir Yusuf, Chairman, Board of Directors, Malam Abdulmumini Bello, Directors; Malam Rabiu Garba and Umar

Abdullahl at. the 3rd Annual Trust Dmlogue held in Abuja yesterday
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Saudi evacuates Jigawa
pilgrims from collapsing building

audi Arabia authorities
from the department of
Hajj Mission have on
Thursday evacuated Jigawa
state pilgrims from a coll-
apsing building as a way of
preventing a recurrence of

. the ugly incident that resu-

Ited in the death of over 80
pilgrims from Asian countries
two weeks ago when a buil-
ding housing them collapsed.

Daily Trust reports that
the Saudi officials have
during a supervision exercise,
realised that half of six storey
building that houses over 300

¢ lic- | pilgrims from the state
ated that the textile materials |

including officials of the

. state’s pilgrims board have

developed a serious crack at

| the first and second floors.
which constituted the busiest |

By about 12 o’clock
Nigerian time, tens of officials
of the Saudi government
have taken over the building,
forcmg all occupants to vac-

From Hassan A Karof' in Mecca

ate after an initial disagr-
eement from the Nigerian
pilgrims.

Reports indicate that
already, over 200 of the occu-
pants were on their way to
Medina as-the remaining-80

were provided with altern-
ative accommodation adja-
cent to the collapsing one.
Some of the evacuated
pilgrims described the dev-
elopment as fortunate and
commended the Saudi autho-
rities for promptly coming in _

Fuel scarcity hits
Port Harcourt

or the third day running,
Fthc city of Port Harc-

ourt has been experie-
ncing long queues at petrol
stations due to a biting fuel
shortage in the city.

Daily- Trust investiga-
tions revealed that the
problem started on Sunday
and has been getting worse.
As at yesterday, only a few

petrol Sl.atIOl’lb had fuel w1th

SIECs oppose tenure
extension for LG officials

he Forum of State

I Independent Electoral

Commissions of Nig-

eria (FOSIECON), rose from

a one day meeting in Abuja

yesterday expressing oppo-

sition to attempts in some

states to elongate the tenure

of elected local government
officials.

The commission in a two
page communiqué released in
Abuja yesterday, said elect-
ions must hold where they
were due in conformity with
various state electoral laws

Presenting the group’s
position to newsmen,
FOSIECON chairman, Barri-
ster Malami Aliyu Yandoto,

| said elections into local

government councils would
i be due in many states by
April 29 and advised that the
| process of conducting the
' polls should begin.

“That those states whose

By Habeeb L. Pindiga,

. Assistant Political Editor
year tenure for chairmen and
members of local government
councils should conduct
their elections on the 29 of
April, 2006. This decision is
without Frejudice to the
decision of any SIEC fixing a
different date for the electh
ions but not later than 29t
April 2006. In addition, those
states whose electoral laws
grescribe three year tenure

or their local government
councils shall conduct their
elections at the expiration of
such term on a date to be fixed
later.”’Yandoto also called on
states whose electoral comm-
issions were due for reconst-

itution to to that without |
- complaining that it was
. insensitive for government to
. allow that happen at the |

further delay.

He announced that the
forum would hold its fifth
national delegates confe-

rence in Abeokuta, Ogun |
state, from May 16— 19, 2

T ,}

-possible

From Ikenna Emeka Okpani,
Bureau Chief, Port Harcourt
an attendant long queue% of |

vehicles waiting to refill.
Our reporter gathered
that the shortage occurred

due to a strike by tanker |

drivers over an undisclosed |
reason while qthers told our

reporter that the development |
the |

was connected with th
rising youth restiveness in
the region which has led to

to save hundreds of lives
from possible preventable
death.

Confirming the develop-

"ment to our reporter, public

relations officer to the Jigawa
State Pilgrims Board, Sabo
Abdullahi Guri, said already

i all occupants of the cracked
| building have been evacu-

ated.
“Already, over 200 of the

| pilgrims resident in that
| building are on their way to
| Medina while the remaining
| 480 have been provided with

alternative accommodation.”
he assured.
Efforts to talk to the Saudi

| officials who invaded the

the destruction of various |

. flow stations owned by the
* Shell Petroleum Development

Company in the Niger Delta.

Some drivers who spoke
with our reporter said they
were worried that this was

- happening at the beginning
. of the year and requested the

authorities to do everything
to arrest the
situation. Some of them said
they have spent hours
waiting to refill their tanks at
the petrol stations.

“In some of the petrol
stations, only one or two
gumps would e working and

ecause of the number of
vehicles seeking to refill, one
ends up wamng long hours
on the queue”, one of them
told our reporter

The scarcity is affecting |

transport fares as motorists |

- have started jacking up fares

to some parts of the state.

Some commuters were | .
weeks ago, forcing the Saudi

beginning of the year when i

eople were just recovering |
?rom heavy expenses.

building.failed as the Hajj
Ministry officials and their
accompanying Metropolitan
Police refused to respond to
questions.

This development has
created fear among other
residents of similar storey
buildings who say they will
now be forced to sleep with
their eyes open. According to
one of the residents of an
adjacent building, Ala Gumel,
although the evacuation is a
welcome development, he
said people will however be
in fear as reoccurring cases
of either possible falling of
building or evacuation in fear
of falling building will send
fears among pilgrimsy,

Meanwhile, the Jigawa
State Pilgrims Board has
assured all pilgrims that
efforts are being made by
both the state and Saud:
authorities to ensure their
protection during their stay
in the holy land.

It could be recalled that
over 80 people perished
when a building housing
some Asian pilgrims colla-
psed in Mecca about two

authorities to initiate a rou-
tine inspection of all hduses
accommodating pilgrims to .
| detect and ensure such
| accident did not occur again.
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