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COMMITMENT to real change, to economic recov- 
ery, and to putting people first That was the platform on which the Audu 
_ Akande pair rode to victory. Barely one year after, there is already a 
new sense of hope m Kogi State, a new energy, and a new optimism for 
good reason: Prince Abubakar Audu. first Executive Governor of the 
nascent Kogi State has brought to his people renewed energy, new ideas, 
the courage, commnrncnt and the compassion to ttxm Kogi State around.

After 16 years of unjustified neglect, there ar. many wounds left to 
heal: too mam.- Kogites tn poverty- to many tndig 
jobs or health care: many i-xl-genes of the sta’ 
the fiHure. For Pnnce Abubaka' Audu • "we as 
recover fre-m this long period of narrow-mu id 
the few m the old dispensation, at the expens 
spaaed cynicism that promoted division instr. 
indiSerence instead of compassion, but we u . 
communflv now kndwn as Kogi State recover.

Governor Aodu challenges all indigenes of tr 
him to reach out for "our dreams, to take : 
brighter than our past" to beheve in the spini • 
prorrased greasness. From ec«en. semhlancr. the 
rufersh^j of the State is ambitious because ! 
that the problems of Kogi State are too urge:

The first priority of Governor Abubakar Audi 
when he mounted the State’s saddle U adm­
an economic surgeon, turn round the ccont 
State The Go-emcr's maancraftsmaitsh^ of S 
of the words of America’s Whitney Young who 
have come over here in different ships, when yo ---------------

L 1,031 " Inspire of the ges cs of Kogi State.
Prmce Abubakar has been able to hold both the c •. e ’ * “

^amuel Mande, DePuty Kogi Slate

Omeiza. Secretary Alhaji Musa Abdullahi, 
enl, Kogi State Speaker



& Economic Development

Mr. Paul Ojo Malefa.  Education Commissioner

Or- S. S. Amel^j^iice 
Commissioner Com^s^^

Alhaji SalawJAtim^h 
Commissioner for Agrir

Mr. Dan Kadiri, Commissi™-------
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, .-I amenities such as roads, schools and

^pr?is only one straight d“CnP n has (hc big tent strategy of

to excel in S |ong.overlooked rural com-
Apart k°m"nXh the last rate ot development projects.

mUnlt < the state have endorsed him as the man who

many prominent sons »'lhc (s™dership lhat will allow all Kog.tes fuse

Local Government (or his development efforts.
State, also gives k ft udu has (aired well.” In the state capital. 
Says he: "Governor Ab“WKa of I0ads. bridges and houses
he has exalted htmse mo||(hs aftcr the Govcrnor had taken over 
since the Pa?“nL leadership. Bala Salisu had placed a half page con- 
the mantle of State P.  bascd nationa| newspaper captioned:
gratulatory messag ..Bare,y 200 days aSsumed
I DolJ Mi) Cap. In ' =a aW(, |0 |(,ave an indelible mark in the develop- 
office. your team has . -  __

□C UUII I ment of our new « guidc Pljnce Abubakar Audu
lookback. P* k of s(atc development.
through lite |? a sjmp)e man His personai goals are

Governor As |,e put it, “I am not a controversial man.
Simple as they a c()Ursc for myself and my people.”
A" ' T.nl.'hP short period since assuming office, Kogi has been put in a 
Indeed tn tn £ ()(dl,vt,|opmcn|, breaking away from its past of 
dear and 1 . lhargy. |t is a tough battle the young Governor has
depnvaho problems are many. Hut they are not insurmountable,
ahead ol mm .n bb,nls awaiting limited resources, a systematic 
X^cMZX'olving has had to be adopted.

Roads:
Before the Audu team look over the administration of the state, roads 

in almost all the 16 Local Government areas of the state and those linking 
Lokoja with other states were in a deplorable situation. During his elec­
tioneering campaign. Prince Abubakar had not only promised a resurfac­
ing but a total overhaul of the road network within the state. This, he 
has since set out to achieve with his youthful Works Commissioner. Peter, 
Adams Dogwo. After 365 days in office. Governor Audu says with satis­
faction: ”1 am dogged in my determination. Once I am convinced that 
what I am doing is right and it is in the right direction for my people, 
that’s the way we are going to follow. There’s no going back.” The people 
in the rural communities of the state have within a short space of time, 
been linked to the state capital and are very grateful to the governor. So 
far. Prince Abubakar Audu has spent N400 million in capital investment 
for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of 250 kilometres of major town­
ship roads. Seven major town roads measuring several kilometres have 
been rehabilitated. They are those of Lokoja. Egbe. Kabba. Okene.

°/ Assembly

nob ucvil auiv- iu ivavc <111 mueiioie mark in the develop- .. —— - 
state." Salisu advised Governor Audu: "Please don’t ^^bakr Us

Commissioi



r-.-fs

IRural Electrification

Water

Gou. Audu commissioning a rural electrification project.
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Prince Audu and Chief Akande planning strategies for the

Road Construction: One of the Audu's administration prioritie-=

Housing
Over the year, the area which constitutes the present Kogi State 
suffered immense developmental stagnation which has resulted in the 
pitiable absence of basic infrastructure, particularly residential struc- r . .—;-------—-----------------lures. This is most evident in Lokoja. the ancient town which is now the r "m j™4uu a"u '-'“Vnkande 
capital of Kogi Stale. Lokoja. seemed to have been unprepared for the aP'a develoPmer>t of the state. 

task of wearing the tunic of a state capital.
But when the creation of the state came as a blessing and Ute indigenes 

of die stale in Ute services of the fontier Kwara and Benue States moved into 
Lokoia. Iheu were faced widi the problem of acute shortage of residential 
accommodation. The few available houses and the Hotels in the town proved 
acutely insufficient to host the people of the State. Workers thus resorted 
to sleeping In their cars and sub-standard structures.

Prince Abubakar Audu on assumption of office, took speedy steps to 
alleviate this problem. He immediately started work on the construction 
of 400 units of houses at the Lokongoma Housing Estate on tile outskirts 
of Lokoja. Built in two phases, the entire project is nearing full completion 
but some of the houses on which work has been completed are now 
being occupied by some members of die Kogi State House of Assembly and 
some civil servants. There is also provision for middle income earners 
at Lokongoma. Phase two of the project cover about 500 housing units 
for the middle and Ipw income earners. Said the governor in a recent 
interview: “All in all. about 800 housing units have been completed If 
you go round, you'll see things lor yourself. So far. all the commissioners, 
all the DGs. special advisers. General managers of various parastatals. 
chairmen of government-owned companies and departmental directors 
have all been adequately accommodated.

Typhoid, cholera guinea-worm ano aysenuy luun IVH attu 
brought alarm in the communities. Governor Audu immediately em­
barked on efforts to improve the water — supply situation in the state 
as part of the strategy of eradication of die deadly water borne diseases.

In the last count, three water projects hare been commissioned. They in­
clude tlie rehabilitation of the Lokoja water works which cost the Govern­
ment N90 million. This has improved the water supply situation from a 

mere 19 litres per second to 60 litres per second or 750,000 gallons per­
minute. Other water projects already commissioned are the Ekuku dam 
water treatment plant at Okene and the expansion of fdah township 
water works. Also, the Ankpa water works has been refurbished. Rehabili­
tation work lias also reached advanced stages at Dekina, Oboroko, Aiyet- 
oro—Gbedde and Koton-karfe.

Desirous to find a lasting solution to the water problem, the state 
government worked closely with DFRRI to improve the water supply 
level to the rural areas.
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scholarship schem/fZ°ne\I!,e Governor announced automatic 
higher learning Mo„ ,h of on9in in various '
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state U ith the r Tn,cn‘als° plannin9 biS for higher education in the 
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polylechmc. while preliminary works for the university to be cited in
a/S I? rea<^’ M*- Expansion and renovation works are in progress 

at the College of Agriculture. Osara which will commence its Diploma 
programme in the next academic session. An initial grant of N10 million 
has been released for the take off of the academic programme of Kogi 
Polytechnic which overall cost stands at N102 million. 1

Health
BELIEVING in the saying that health is wealth, the administration has (‘ 
also taken giant strides in the health sector. The ultimate goal is to 
enable every resident of the state to have access to health facilities. The

_ General Hospital. Lokoja. has already been upgraded to a specialist 
| hospital. Four other hospitals have been slated for conversion to specialist 
9 hospitals under a special African Development Bank (ADB) N130 million 
I loan package.
I In addition, efforts are being made to secure another development 
I loan of N450 million to upgrade the general hospitals al Ankpa. Okene.
1 Mopa. Isanlu. Dekina, lyale. Idah. Oguma. Koton-Karfe and Ogori. Also, 

under the World Bank assisted Health System Fund Project, health 
centres at Odolu. Aiyetoro-Gbedde. Abejukolo. Okenguen and Egume 
will be upgraded. The project is to cost N108 million.

The State Government has introduced a drug revolving loan scheme 
u uh an initial investment of N1.5 million. This has ensured the availability

drugs in health institutions in all parts of the State. The World 
Bank also assisted with a $2 million loan to ensure the sustenability of 
the drugs revolving loan scheme. The administration has already 
re .eased N2 million counterpart funding for the scheme. The Government 
has commenced negotiations for another World Bank Loan of $50 million 
k>r equipping government health institutions in the slate.



A view of one of the housing estates

/ Commerce and Industry
I The success of Governor Abubakar Audu's ambitious plans for Kogi 
I State will depend on one factor — a solid industrial base. Thus, the 

administration has taken pragmatic steps to ensure rapid industrialisa­
tion. To achieve this, the Governor has set up a committee to implement 
the recommendations made by the Committee on the Blueprint on 
Economic Development of Kogi State.

There is also the Kogi State Foundation whose responsibility is to 
articulate the direction of industrialisation of the state.

Agricultm’e
Within the past one year, the State Government has demonstrated

that Kogi State Is indeed “the real bread basket of Nigeria." Realtor 
that the future of agriculture in the country depends on full mechanist 
tion. the State Governor approved the expenditure of N43 million bn th 
procurement of 20 tractors and N12 million on the refurbishing of 4 
tractors, 45 plough and 36 ridgers. In the last farming season, over 23 
trucks of fertilizer were delivered to the state. This represented on! 

about 30 percent of what the State Government ordered. The shortfall 1 
the supply of this vital input was caused by erratic allocation from th 
manufacturing companies. All necessary steps are already being take 
to ensure increased delivery this year. Within the agricultural secto 
several agencies to improve agriculture services have taken-off wit 
necessary fund backing. They are: Kogi Palm Produce Board, Kogi Stai 
Agricultural Land Development Project. Kogi Agricultural Developmei 
Board. College of Agriculture Osara and kogi Agro-Allied Investme: 
Company.

Being essentially an agrarian society, concerted efforts have ber 
made to give a boost to the initiative of peasant farmers. The programir 
of integrated rural road development is primarily intended to ease tl 
transportation problem within farming communities in the slate. Tl 
Kogi State Agricultural Development Project. KSADP. has been esta 
lished with an initial investment of N144 million to be drawn from tl 
World Bank loan on the project. The KSADP has already mapped o 
strategies to improve 300 kilometres of rural roads, provide 50 points 
potable water and distribute 50 tonnes of various inputs.

Justice
Tide last 'one year has been fruit-yielding efforts to bring the administr. 

tion of justice closer to the people of the state. Five new high courts wei 
established in Ajaokuta. Anvigba. Dekina. Isanhi and Koton-karfe. In ai 
dition, two sharia courts of appeal were opened at Anyigba and Kabb 
More magistrate and area courts were also established in local goven 
ment areas where none existed. “Our target," says Governor Audu. " 
to establish a high court in each local government headquarter." Tl 
judicial system in Kogi State has been expanded to ensure quick dispens.

| Apart from such preliminary steps, the State Government has gone a 
I long way in translating some of its lofty ideals into reality. The sum of 
I N2.3 million has been committed to the establishment of a cement com- 
I panv at Obajana near Lokoja. Preliminary work has commenced on this. 
I I our companies have also been incorporated to boost economic activities 
I m the slate. They include Kogi Hotels and Tourism Company which has

i______ t Min -ill.—. t/«-: n • - - •----I an
I eqi _ , . -....
I million: and Investment Company with a share capital of NI0 million 
| The absence of decent shopping facilities was also a short-coming which 
’ th.- slate Governor set mil to correct nnniedialelv he assumed olh...

The Stale Government has since completed and commissioned a shop­
ping arcade with 20 shops and 14 kiosks. To boost the tourism potential 
of Kogi State, construction work on an ultra modern 200 bedroom unit 
Tourism Center has commenced on the beach of River Niger jn Lokoja. 
Tlie integrated tourism project is to cost about NI50 million on comple­
tion.
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Conclusion
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one with numerous achievements to his cred t it r. m doubt that his 
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possible were it not for the resilience and cr». <:r.i ‘ sacrifice de­
monstrated by the officials of the State G ver--'’
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istration. He is determined to do more for the -■ rr-c~t of the people 
of the state. “However, ue expect ti'm . - '* and iovalfv.
Our main purpose in office is to help trar>form :r highly endowed but 
hitherto negleaed state into a place of pride mr this generation and the 
generations to come. We will not be deterred from this noble goal." the 
Governor stated.

Thus. Governor Audu is dctcnru i 'd t n: K(S; -: 7 •n c! ^aanaliot 
in order ton • a great state as often desired by great pofoidatis. K 
his uords The Kogi State which uc shall bequeath to the next generation I 
of leaders is one of a peaceful rtable and pr •■permis community.
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Kogi Will Be Ahead 
of All Other States 

I Created With Us

— Prince Abubakar Audu i
<S»C,_ aSr OVERNOR Abubakar Audu, first Executive I 
Governor of Kogi State, recently spoke with Ono Gobi, As- I • 
sistant Editor of the TSM on his experiences, achieve* _________inents and aspirations. It is a compelling read: i Goocr,lor Audu sTrcssin----- ——God. Audu: dnpaiallcdled achievement 9 P<-lrd. during an interview.

"I elected to lend my people like Moses from
10 tl,e Pro,,,ised L(t"d- T,lljt indeed is 

my mission mid by the Grace of God, after 
four years in the government of Kogi State, 
my works shall be testimonies of my 
achievement."
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Audu launching the slate newspaper, the Graphics.

Prince Audu: determined to take the state to great height.
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Well the agreement is that virtually everything about NTA 
Lokoja belongs to the state government: the house that is 
occupied by the authority and the equipment. But the manage­
ment of the station is given to NTA because of their expertise 
since they have been long in the industry. With the kind of 
sophisticated equipment, we can’t put our own staff to take 
charge overnight. So what we have done is to allou NTA to 
handle the management and we are satisfied with the arrange­
ment. We have no cause right now to review or revoke it but 
if we have any cause in future, we will not hesistate to do that.

First in January last year, you were said to 
have suspended the contract for a shopping complex 
awarded by your predecessor, Col. Danladi Zakarl be­
cause of what you described as misplaced priority. In 
its place, you said you’ll site an Amusement Park. What 
has become of the Park? Has the contract been awarded 
and what is its state of affairs?

= What we did is not to terminate the contract but 
to transfer the contract from the building of a shopping com­
plex to that of putting up housing structures for civil servants 
at a time when they were sleeping under substandard struc­
tures. It is unfair for us to start thinking as of that time of a 
shopping complex instead of providing accommodation for 
civil servants. That is why we converted the shopping complex 
project to residential project. Many residential houses have 
been built in Lokoja and all over Kogi State. All in all. about 
bUt) housing units have been completed so far. If you go round, 
you will see things for yourself; all the D.Gs have been accom­
modated. all the commissioners and the special advisers have 
been accommodated. General Managers of various parastat- 
als — accommodated, chairmen of parastatals and govern­
ment owned companies and organisation have also been ac­
commodated. including directors. One interesting thing of the 
whole arrangement, is that we did not cater tor the senior 
civil servants alone. We also made provision for the people 
at the lower cadre. In fact, if you go to l.okogoma, you’ll see 
the phase one of the state’s housing project. It is designed to 
accommodate 350 low income earners. Lokogoma Phase Two 
is made for middle income earners. We have a unit of 150

three bedroom bungalows for them which has just been com 
pleted. We thank God that uc have gone this far. Coming m 
your question about the shopping complex, when it was trans­
ferred to residential accommodation and its site was removed
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Abubakar Audu:

-

Governor Audu in an interview

Special l\epnrl (.Jn

from its present place, the former place ’ became an eyesore 
noting that the place originally earmarked for the complex 
was right at the centre of the town and to leave it like that 
would constitute a serious menace to health. So what we 
did was to quickly turn it to an amusement park and the work 
is progressing quite satisfactorily.

Jr You were quoted in December 1992 to have 
said you'll not borrow to finance a N30 million proposed 
Stadium Project. Have you been able to generate the 
sum and has the project taken off?

- The Stadium Project is in progress but the actual 
cost is N52 million not N30 million. The project is being exe­
cuted by a reputable Israeli company. We have out of the N52 
million paid N20 million upfront to enable the contractor 
mobilise for the job and to provide the synthetic tracks and 
electronic score boards. We are happy that you took the good 
decision to find things out for yourself, too.

— From the look of things, Accommodation prob­
lem Is still starring your Government in the face like a 
bad plague. How much have you striven to alter this?

— It appears I have used one answer for two questions 
but pul it rightly, we have built a total number of 800 bun­
galows to ac ommodate all the civil servants and all public 
office holdeis. We have built 32 prototype office blocks and 
today almost all the civil servants are comfortable and can 
now run gov ernment job from their offices. Even the building 
for the AM and FM radio stations are in progress, there is 
also a prop .sal to build the slate newspaper a glass house. 
We are also building the state’s polytechnic and as at now 
hostels are almost ready. So I would say accommodation 
problem is no more starring at us like a bad plague, rather 
that there has been tremendous improvement. We still have 
plans to build a 200 bedroom five-star hotel which will be one 
of the best in the country because of the kind of facilities. The 
hotel will have four house boats because the hotel would be 
situated along the coastline of Rivers Niger and the Benue at
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three bedroom bungalows for them which has just been ctw 
pleted. We (hank God that we have gone this far. Coming 
your question about the shopping complex, when it wastraaH 
ferred to residential accommodation and its site was remove
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Weil the agreement is th.it virtually everything about NTA 
okoja belongs to the state government: the house that is 
-copied by the authority and the equipment. But the manage- 
ient of the station is given to NTA because of their expertise 
nee they have been long in the industry. With the kind of 
jphisticated equipment, we can’t put our own staff to take 
barge overnight. So what we have done is to allow NTA to 
andle the management and we are satisfied with the arrange- 
icnt. We have no cause right now to review or revoke it but 
we have any cause in future, we will not hesistate to do that.
KM-z- First In January last year, you were said to 
ave suspended the contract for a shopping complex 
warded by your predecessor, Col. Danladl Zakarl be­
cause of what you described as misplaced priority. In 
ls place, you said you’ll site an Amusement Park. What 
as become of the Park? Has the contract been awarded 
md what Is its state of affairs?

= What we did is not to terminate the contract but 
j transfer the contract from the building of a shopping com- 
lex to that of putting up housing structures for civil servants 
t a time when they were sleeping under substandard struc- 
ures. It is unfair for us to start thinking as of that time of a 
hopping complex instead of providing accommodation for 
ivil servants. That is why we converted the shopping complex 
roject to residential project. Many residential houses have 
,een built in Lokoja and all over Kogi State All in all. about 
DO housing units have been completed so far. If you go round, 
ou will see things for yourself: all the D.Gs have been accom- 
wdated. all the commissioners and the special advisers have 
een accommodated. General Managers of various parastat- 
1s — accommodated, chairmen of parastatals and govern* 
icnt owned companies and organisation have also been ac- 
□mmodated. including directors. One interesting thing of the 
hole arrangement, is that we did not cater for the senior 
wil servants alone. We also made provision for the people 

the lower cadre. In fact, if you go to Lokogoma. you’ll see 
phase one of the state’s housing project. It is designed to 

commodate 350 low income earners. Lokogoma Phase Two 
made for middle income earners. We have a unit of 150
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Abubakar Audu:

Governor Audu in an interview

...

from its present place, the former placet* became an eyesore 
noting that the place originally earmarked for the complex 
was right at the centre of the town and to leave it like that 
would constitute a serious menace to health. So what we 
did was to quickly turn it to an amusement park and the work 
is progressing quite satisfactorily.

You were quoted in December 1992 to have 
said you’ll not borrow to finance a N30 million proposed 
Stadium Project. Have you been able to generate the 
sum and has the project taken off?

r The Stadium Project is in progress but the actual 
cost is N52 million not N30 million. The project is being exe­
cuted by a reputable Israeli company. We have out of the N52 
million paid N20 million upfront to enable the contractor 
mobilise for the job and to provide the synthetic tracks and 
electronic score boards. We are happy that you took the good 
decision to find things out for yourself, too.

From the look of things, Accommodation prob­
lem Is still starring your Government in the face like a 
bad plague. How much have you striven to alter this?

- It appears I have used one answer for two questions 
but put it rightly, we have built a total number of 800 bun­
galows to ac ommodate all the civil servants and all public 
office holdets. We have built 32 prototype office blocks and 
today almost all the civil servants are comfortable and can 
now run government job from their offices. Even the building 
for the AM and EM radio stations are in progress, there is 
also a prop -sal to build the state newspaper a glass house. 
We are also building the state’s polytechnic and as at now 
hostels are almost ready. So I would say accommodation 
problem is no more starring at us like a bad plague, rather 
that there has been tremendous improvement. We still have 
plans to build a 200 bedroom five-star hotel which will be one 
of the best in the country because of the kind of facilities. The 
hotel will have four house boats because the hotel would be 
situated along the coastline of Rivers Niger and the Benue at
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Cheerful, amiable Audu

FHE MAN
Audu

ORN on 27th October, 1947, PRINCE ABUBAKAR 
JDU attended the famous Dennis Memorial Grammar School, 
J^GS) College, Jos. He proceeded to London to read Banking 
•d Finance from 1975 to 1978.
—A holder of many professional qualifications in different fields of 
—inagement Studies, PRINCE AUDU had put in well over 25 years 
enviable sendee in the First Bank of Nigeria PLC, holding various 
^itions including First Nigerian Training Officer and First African 
onager of Standard Chartered Bank, London. Later, he became 
^cutive Director, F.S.B International Bank Ltd., Lagos. He held 
—; position for a few years before going into politics. His profes- 
^ial contributions in numerous national and international semi- 
—s on banking, treasury management, finance and small-scaFe in­

tries have remained outstanding.
^Jiese achievements earned him appointment as the Commissioner 
^finance tn Benue State under the government of the then Group

tain David fang and he later worked with three other Military 
smors. Prince Audu's contributions to the upliftmen t of Benue 

remain unparalleled in the history of that State.
^ath the creation of Kogi State, the generality of the people readily 

in him a leader needed to re-write the long history of neglect 
^underdevelopment in the new State. They saw in him. the ad- 
^^trative skill, the managerial ability, the experience and matur- 
^^d the rare acumen to selflessly resuscitate and harness the vast 
^^il and material resources with which the State is so richly 

mandate to rule the young State 
First Executive Civilian Governor of Kogi State

> point of the confluence. Each boat has a facility of four 
droom three setters, toilets and kitchens so that if a tourist 
»hes to stay on board for days he can spend as many nights I 
he wishes. Of course, this is a means of fund generation 
the state.

Sfc-r- There are so many impressive developments 
the state. What will you attribute this success to? What 
the secret of your success?

= I would say that it is a result of efficient manage* 
ent of the limited resources. Because ail mv life. I have not 
me any job other than fund management. I have been a 
mker all my life. 1 worked in various branches of the First 
ink in Nigeria. I was
ic of the first Nigerians to be appointed training officer of 
e bank. I was one of the first black men to become a manager 
Standard Chartered Bank in London. I worked in New 

ark. Wall Street, that is the world s largest financial centre, 
ith that background, you can understand the difference. I 
ould attribute our success so far to efficient management 
ith limited resources placed at our disposal Above all. we 
lank God foi his guidance.

— How easy or difficult has it been governing a 
ate carved out of areas that had been neglected over 
any years?

- Well, it has not been very easy as a matter of fact. 
?e have a lot of our people here who do not understand the 
roblems of the slate I recognise one fact, that the compo-



MT

?5. \gena Timbe' C:

following:

Min. Resources

Okaba

5 irciC-

Tin Coating and Alloys

8 Go J

(Jrnament

Location Product Services laah13 Crude Oil

Yagba14. Tale

1

Isanlu

CAPITAL: Lokoja. the rivers Niger and Benue confluence is the 
capital of Kogi State.

Okene
Mopa
Mopa

Food Processing.
Farms Products

Iron Ore Mining
Iron £• Sleet Products

___ JoeFadileRotel
Imesiment Cot,’

D Greenland Farro 
—“ Abou'aMig Lid. 
“• Mobike Foods Ltd ’ 
_ _ Polytechnic Energy
Croquets

Okama Farms

industry
■ Ore Mining 

(ompany

Kabba
Olufobi Isanlu
Eqbe
Idah
Idah

11 Tate
12 Mica

Saicn Timber. Ptyuvod 
Wooden utensils and 
deco ralioc products. 
Palm Oil Products 
San;^n/Wares

Idah 
Ogugu

Steel 8 Meta! Products
Larger Beer
Food Products

Location 
Koton-Karfe 
OgboAaga.
Jakura. Ososo. 
Chara. Aiaokuta.
Ekinnn-Ade 
Osaram Okcnc.

Agbaja. Plateau, 
i'akpchilis.

■

OCCUPATION: The climate and the vegetation favour agricul­
ture. The land is very fertile and farming is therefore the major occu­
pation of the people. Farmers produce root crops such as yam. cas« 
sava and cereals, nee. maize, guinea corn, beniseed. etc: as well as 
cash crops including cocoa, coffee and cashew.

EXISTING INDUSTRIES: Despite its relatively young age. Kogi 
State is blessed with a number of industries which will ultimately 
provide a strong economic base for the state They include the follow­
ing:

Okcne. Okcht-
Egbc
:^inlu-Makutu
Isjnlu. Ogbom Ceramic industry. 

Electrical Equipment 
Fuel and other 
petroleum products 
As filler for paper, iron 
orc. insecticides, paints, 
ceramic and lubricants.

( ompany llakpt
J \iaokutaSteel Company 'a 
J f\:ie SteelE> Metal

- Products
i—t MopaBreweries

M' pa I alley Food 
(•'.uyori Bottling
Company

The Land And 
Its People

State was created on August 27. 1991. along 
with eight others, bringing the number of states in the federation to 
30. Its creation was seen as a sigrjfjcam development for the citizens 
because it brought about the re-union of people who had lived to­
gether for more than 70 years before they were separated in 1976 
following the creation of more states by the Murtala Muhammed 
administration.

Made up of Igala. Ebira. Kabba and Kogi divisions of the former 
Kabba Province. Kogi State is the most centrally located state in 

I Nigeria. The state shares boundaries with. iiger. Plateau and Federal 
Capital Territory to the North, while it is bordered by Benue State 
tothe East and by Enugu. Edo. Ondo and Kwara states to the West.

Soft Dunks 
Limestone. Marb'e< 
Slabs 
FcedMit^t 
Candlcs.obaps. etc. 
\ egctable. Fmits. Rice 
Rice Milling 
Food Processing

CONCLUSION: A year may be a relatively short period in the 
Life of a government that is expected to remain in office for four full 
years. For Governor Audu’s administration, the period has been one 
of intense and remarkable development activity geared towards the 
dream of transforming the infant geo-political entity into a model, 
which is the expectation of its patriot. Prince Abubakar Audu.

If the achievements of the State under the supervision of its Chief 
Executive in its premier 365 days must be employed as an index for 
projecting into the future oi the state, then it could be said that Kogi 
State would within the next few years become a “First among equals."

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS: With a population of 
2.089.096. Kogi State has 16 local government areas: Adavi. 
Ajaokuta Ankpa. Bassa. Dekma. East Yagba. Idah. Ijumu. Kogi. 
Koton Karfe. Ofu. Okehi. Okene. Olamaboro. Oy i and West Yagba.

MUfERAL RESOURCES: Kogi State is one of the most endo»«l 
,nh rr-neral resources in Nigeria. Virtually ever* valuable nun*, 
resource i* at liable in commercial quantities. .Among them are the
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Ken Calebs OtumeseBashorun MKO Abiola...the guest
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This carnival is expected to feature 

unprecedented side attractions includ­
ing fashion-hit-parade and hit concerts 
by very senior front-line guest artistes.

Scheduled for Wednesday March 31, 
1993, the carnival and celebrity show 
case is expected to have multimil­
lionaire and SDP presidential aspirant, 
MKO Abiolaachief, as their heartbeat

the story of his wasted years became 
life’s referred point to the younger 
generations of his community and 
was incorporated into the villager's 
entertainment repertoire. The sak 
poba Mermaid on the other hand re­
capitulates the fairy tale of the 
hcartbrcakingly beautiful but super­
natural damsel who leaves her abode 
in the realm of mystciy only to appear 
in the environs of the living, to en­
chant and ultimately harm those men 
who are out to give vent to their 
libidinous instincts. But intriguingly 
the sakpoba mermaid proves to be in­
finitely merciful and refreshingly 
different

The death of Elama via the firing 
squad pushes to the fore, Nigeria of 
the oil boom era, up to the early 80s. 
The journey from the country side to 
the city in pursuit of greener pas­
tures enshrined in Wasted years 
takes a new dimension in Living with 
the Owl. Elama attempts to break the 
chains of poverty as he takes a bold 
and adventurous leap from the country 
side to the city. But his proclivity to 
crime ensures that he is the one who 
is broken in the end. These pro­

tagonists of Wasted Years and Living with 
the Owl are ultimately drowned by 
cities which are said to be oceans and 
their magnetic beauties a snare.

A miniature portrait of Nigeria is cap­
tured in Testimonies which is a celebra­
tion of confusion and planlessness. 
This is not helped by the image of 
the National Electric Power Authority 
(NEPA) said to be a pain in the necks 
of city dwellers and finally worsened 
by other incidents of inhumanity 
which have made the cities inhabitable 
and their inhabitants rabbits in a bur­
row.

"Where are your particulars?" This 
is a question which rings a stringent 
note of familiarity in the cities and 
casts visions of brutality, bribery, re­
cklessness and killings associated 
with the police of contemporary 
Nigeria. When placed in juxtaposition 
with military coup dietats which are 
faithful companions of the third world 
what we have is a macabre dance on 
the precipice.

One cannot fail to notice one or two 
shortcomings in as much as these 
stories are concerned. First and 
foremost, some of them push desires

S'llLL living up to its billing as a 
celebrity hangout, Niteshift Entertain­
ment Ltd; intends to present a jam of 
all jams tagged special Guvnors total jam 
and christened Grand House Reception 
(GHR) and celebrity show case.

You will recall that such per­
sonalities as Emeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu, Ikemba Hnewi, Tam David- 
West, ex-oil minister, Onyeka Onwenu, 
songstress, Funmi Adams, ace footbal­
ler Segun Odegbami and the Ozzidi 
King, Sony Okosun have at one time or 
the other been the Guvnor’s guests at 
Niteshift

and expectations up the precipice Of 
near realisation only for them to com- 
tumbling down in a heart-shatcring 
anticlimax, as they end abruptly, ieav. 
ing one or two questions unanswered. 
Second , some of the issues dealt with 
in some of the stories appear quite 
hazy and needed a little more clarifica­
tion. Third, one finds it somewhat Ulogical 
with regards to Wasted years that a man 
engaged in a brawl m the night, should 
report for work in the morning with all 
the tell tales of the night's ugly busj 
ness. Common sense will have dic­
tated that he ought to appear in the 
office the next day. thoroughly spruced 
up.

All in all. this concatenation of 
stories interspersed with humour, 
suspense, intrigue and conflict pro­
vide interesting and penetrating in­
sights into the Nigerian polity. With its 
flowing prose, it no doubt makes an 
arresting and compulsive reading.

Title : Frontiers (Nigerian Short Stories) 
Edited by: Asomwan Sonnlo Magbonyln 
Publishers: Kraft Bootis Umttod, Ibadan. 
Pagination: 155
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usual problems. So did the project. 
First among the deluge of problems 
was that the project was reviewed and 
revised to a 60 digital tropo circuits on 
the hops with 4 digital 

• an

money in to the Troposcatter Project? 11 
was in our eagerness to get the besi

Nworah said that it 
was at this juncture 

that his wife who was 
in the kitchen rushed 
out and told Akah off 
saying, “you and Awoye 
are greedy people. Go 
and tell Awoye that, two 

of you do a job for 
somebody to and pay 
the person 50 percent

I kickback.”

drew that sum of money and helped 
Akah open an account in that Bank.

Back to the hotel where they stayed 
together, Akah Alleged phone Awoye 
to confirm that everything went fire. 
Nworah and Akah allegedly came back 
to Nigeria in the same airline, British 
Airways.

What blew the lid off the scandal was 
the refusal of NPA to settle the long­
standing debt, being owed CLS 
perhaps it would not eyen have broken 
out if Atooye had answered to three 
other letters written to him by the 
Ministry last year asking him about tlie 
Troposcatter project and why CLS has not 
been paid. Perhaps the scandal would 
not have broken out if Awoye hadn’t 
allegedly, (according to Nworah), sent 
Akah to ask him for a 50 percent 
kickback on the debt, taking refuge in 
the fact that the “NPA now has a Board 
and the members need to be given 
something before they approve the 
payment of almost 5 million US dol­
lars."

We also gamcrcu u.ai ________ „
advised that the project would not be 
economically viable for NPA. 

Nworah didn’t quite take kindly to
Telnet’s recommendations consider-

came bigger. And_____
sure anymore if it could solely carry 
out the project nor was it sure of the 
economic viability of the project

Come to think of it, NPA wasn’t even 
sure if it wanted to reaward the con-

from CEC alter the death of Col. J.D 
iul uiv —---- Parker.’’
d to a 60 digital tropo circuits on According to our sources, Telnet al-
ops with 4 digital microwave legedly advised NPA that the Trope 

who came to him to asK loruic spurs each with 60 circuits. No doubt project as has been updated would be 
xnt kickback. Even more. Nworah reyiew of the proJect meant it be- too big for NPA and advised that N1TEL 

a ah was e person o came bjgger And so NPA wasn’t quite be contacted to take over the project.
J 44g 80t)C US —" -"«mnrp if it could solely carry We also gathered that Telnet may have

far away New York. In fact

IH— ■ Mom
tract for the upgraded Digital Systei 
to CSL even though CSL sent in a qu< 
tation as was confirmed in a person] 
letter dated November 19, 1992, wri 
ten to Akah by Nworah urging him t 
ensure that CSL’s new proposal r< 
ceived active sympathy in Nigeria 
Ports PLC.

But to show that NPA hadn’t quit 
made up its mind on the project, Aka 
on the same date Nworah sent him 
personal note telling him CSL had pc 
in new quotation and urging him t 
help, wrote to Communication 
and Equipment Consultants Ltd, NP, 
communications consultants on th 
project, telling the company that be 
cause of a review which has update 
the project, "There is an urgent nee 
for the economic viability of this up 
dated system to be studied and a repoi 
issued to enable our management hav 
convincing materials on which to has 
their decision.’’ The NPA Communica 
tions Consultants were instructed b. 
Akah to show amongst other thing; 
about the project: Revenue projec 
tions. Amortization Period, Operatini 
Costs, possible subscribers to the sys 
tem. Billing and Accounting Systems 
Management, and suggestions on pos 
sible sources of funding for projec 
completion.

cording to a source at the Ministry was <
that Awoyc replied some hours late, j 
the Ministry refused to take the reply 
but later called him (Awoye) back to 1 
hand-in the reply. I

Although no official reason was 1 
given why Awoye and Akah were sus­
pended in the first place, TSM investi­
gations revealed that it was over a 
major bribe scandal surrounding 
NPA’s gigantic" communications pro­
ject called Troposcatter. The project 
aimed to intensively upgrade the Port

I Authority’s communications system 
— coast, port to- port as well as within 
the ports, was initiated by former Man­
aging Director, M.K. Ibrahim, and crys- 
talized by Bamanga Tukur in 1980. 
Tukur subsequently appointed Com­
munications and Equipment Consul­
tants Ltd. (CEC) of Martelctte, Copper- 
field, England as NPA’s consultants on 
the Troposcalter project

The initial conctact worth about 5 
million dollars was awarded to a« United 
States based company called Cor- 
tronics Systems Ltd, CSL. But a review 
of the project showed a requirement 
of an additional Trosposcatter equip­
ment which put an additional 70 mil­
lion dollars on the contract This, ac­
cording to our sources, has not been 
officially awarded CSL.

In brief, the reason behind Awoye 
and Akah’s suspension is this: Dike 
Nworah, a chief (Owellc of Akwa) and 
a Director of CSL, wrote a 38-paged pet­
ition, dated February 26 to the Secret­
ary of Transport, and Communica­
tions, which he copied the presi­
dency, alleging that Awoye and Arkah 
refused to pay his company the sum 
of almost 5 million US dollars which 
NPA was owing his company, but in­
stead turned around to blackmail the 
project because he refused to pay a 50 
percent kickback to Awoyc, upfront 
Already;, claimed Nworah, the usual 
known Nigerian 10 percent kickback 
had been paid Awoye upfront

Ordinarily the petition would've 
been on Awoyc only, but Nworah 
joined Akah because aside from the 
fact that Akah, in his capacity as the 
Telecommunications boss of NPA, 
deals directly with Nworah on the 
Troposcatter project, he was allegedly, 
according to Nworah in his petition, 
Awoye’s “chief collector" and the per­
son who came to him to ask for the 50 
perC€»*v —-1/ * ”--------Mwnrah

alleges that Akah was the person 
whom he paid L.w — ' 'n----- —
kickback, amounting 
dollars, in f<u awiy Ml..___
Nworah alleges that he and Akah went 
toBarclays Bank,New York togther after 
official Banking hours, where he with-

THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE, MARCH 28, 1993

But the operative word there is 
“perhaps." None of those happened. 
And me broke r'”t pn««ihly be­
cause the Troposcatter Project could be 
described as a troublesome baby.A troublesome baby comes with un- for the Nigeria Porti'coupled with the 

did the project tmpossibility of getting any response
*• Tn

However, CEC never submitted the 
report even though the company 
acknowledged the receipt of Akai/: 
letter, because according to Akah, th« 
Managing Director of the company 
“Col. J.D. Parker died in the last quar 
ter of 1992 and the CEC (the company 
died with him.”

When Parker died, Akah quickly re 
commended a Lagos based company 
Telnet Nigeria Ltd to take over from CEC 
and advised NPA on the viability of th« 
Tropo project Akah in a reply to the quer 
given to him by Adeosun, based or 
Nworah’s petition, said thatTelnet was 
appointed to enable NPA take a firn: 
decision on the main question —

But the operative
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1 had 
■norninj 
lo c6me 
hence. J, 
°n the 
then a- 
™e at hoi 
letter 
'Then

note Dr 
s°n. i,-Oi 
kith him 

n SUln <

al stake, according t< 
lo his querry includet

US dollars ,UIle million dollars) if <“ 
Akah. convinced NPA to not only 
his company. CSL. the debt jr 
4.025.355 US dollars but reaward lh 
reversed contract to CSL and allr>. °e 
work to start soonest He attach^ The 

■Utah's

—- as consultants to the project

ndatcd and unsigned hand written
' N’worah to him in which the 

^u«is made. Akah’s story: “Truly 
■ uorah mentioned money to me 

iirst and only time about 0c- 
called me late at nightand 

•hat I see him before I goto 
morning for an issue of 

me as a person".
appointments to keep that

note 
offer 
Dr. r_, 
for the ...... 
tober 22. He" 
rcquested 
Work the next 
i £??' ■'nportance lo 
rn"“J some •

S° 1 ,cdd him I would be able 
°vcr to his house three days 
Encouraged him to talk tome 

aC£?HnC which he declined. We 
, L *cd he would leave a letter fot 
‘ i*n7^C and 1 w’°uld on reading the 
i l£»lmate h,m with my reactJ°n 
-ot home the next day. I fount 

:ed'*’ Unsi6ned. handwriting 
N as Dr. Nworah’s. By this 

1 Onn ^orah offered me. as a per 
h;000.ooo. US dollars if I collude. 

—sum ° swindle my employers o 
nored this 4,025«355 US dollars. I ig 
c°nvCrsati n°te‘ In a later telephom 
r'~“ ‘ ’ »ms u/1 1 to*d Dr. Nworah that hi? 

ly . °uid be attended to mon 
» at e?.directed his mind to th- 

15 take. “

issues 

L»p,v
rs ia): A letter from thethej

company out of the project u-JUSh his 
what prompted Nworah in . nich was 
to accuse the NPA of rush, *S petiti°n 
mission Telnet to evaluate thS to COin’ 
He alleged in paragraph 5
Ltd. is run by Akah s friend t "" 
are not Tropo experts. Their nct 
edge of Tropo technology is n ?"ow1’ 
tary. if not a complete (S,ula n d,n'en-

Akah denies that Telnet i« „ u 
friends and emphasises tha?"r > hiS 
ca«er is simply Radta To r™Pos- 
any other company that const,?, J °r 
telecommunications does not 
stand radio is funny." He said >h.?7

organised company having in its'e-J. jssssasg-s 
and the company has integrity "

However. Nworah prefered another 
company to Telnet In paragraph 6 of 
his petition he says that he recom- 
mended Messrs Proconi Associates of the 
USA to serve as consultants to the 
Tropo project But Akah replied that 
he found Nworah s recommendation 
funny. Said he. “I find this the most 
ridiculous offer I have and will ever 
hope to come across in my life /should 
ask. "Is it normal for a contractor to 
appoint for his employer consultants 
that will surpervise his works."

Telnet was not the only body accord­
ing to both Akah and Awoye, which 
said that the Tropo project was above 
NPA. According to them, the Atvogu 
Judicial Panel which was set up by the 

I Buhari regime to look into NP/X con- 
i tracts between 1979 and 1983 held the 
I same view. Akah. while attaching mi- 
I nutes of a meeting held on August 26, 
I 1988 between the NPA and the Minis- 
I try of Communications under the au- 
I spices of Transport Ministry pointed 
I out, "The Tropo project in itself has 
I been decided by other bodies outside 

___] the NPA to be above the NPA Unfortu- 
■9 nately meetings held with NITEL for 

the eventual transfer of the project to 
her proved unsuccessful because 
NITEL declined the interest pointing 
to non-profitability of the venture as 
their reason."

But Nwprah who spoke to TSM unof­
ficially in the night of Wednesday 
March 10 and officially in the morning 
of Thursday March 11 and again in the 
morning of Suuday March 14. but 
wouldn’t accept to be recorded be- 

■™«?ause his lawyer advised him not to 
^^ssspeak to the press asks why it was only

comments on the projcvi 
' contrary. He alleges that 

was that he refused to 
e pay Awoye. through Akah. a 50 percent 
u kickback, upfront, after he had paid a 

that

Tukur: former MD of then NPA who appointed CEC a 

now that Awoye and Akan are point 
ing out the non viability of the pro­
ject He says that Awoye and Akah’s 
previous comments on the project 
point to the contrary 
the problem was that he refused

~----------------------- p
______ .. upfront, after he had

10 percent kickback, upfront, so 
the debt would be paid his company. 
He also alleges that it was because he 
refused to pay the extra kick back that 
Awoye and Akah are blackmailing the 
project and threatening him.

While all attempts made by TSM to 
see and talk to Awoye proved abortive, 
(our Reporter went to his Ikoyi house 
five times and phoned his house 3 
times but was always told Awoye had 
gone out. at times as early as 6.30 a.m) 
Akah is singing, not unexpectedly, a 
different tune from Nworah.

He told Adeosun in his reply to 
Nworah’s petition and allegation of 
blackmail on the Tioposcalter project 
that Nworah was the person who tried 
to bribe him with the sum of 1.000.000 
tv*' -« ’• (one million dollars) if »-

- -------* * to not only 
the debt

reaward the

He attaches
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He said there were discrepancies in 
the money Nworah is claiming to have 
given him. For instance, he said, the 
money given to him according to Dr. 
Nworah was: in para 30 said to be 50 
per cent of Cortronic legitimate re­
venue. The revenue was 943,500 US 
dollars. 50 percent would have been 
471.750 dollars.

* In para 31 said to be 446.800 dol­
lars.

* In para 33 said to be about 500,000 
US dollars.

us, "I was being black] 
pany’s money was . 
blackmailed into p- . UP- 
kickbacks. It was when Ai?ng 
with the 50 per cent angi??? ' 
up my mind that enough wa 

According to Nworah th- 
the first time he was hnv, ‘S 

sai

But Akah even denies the initial 10 
per cent kickback he allegedly re­
ceived from Nworah on behalf of 
Awoye. In his reply to this allegation 
made by Nworah in paragraphs 30 and 
31 of his petition to the Ministry, Akah 
said. "The Managing Director never 
sent me to Dr. Nworah and I never said 
so to him. I never went to Dr. 
Nworah to negotiable bribes. The Man­
aging Director never instructed me to 
meet Dr. Nworah in New York nor did 
I do so."

asked the DG if nw 
had given her 50,Gw 
OS dollars as Awoye 
claimed but that the 
DG screamed and 

phoned Awoye 
immediately in his 

presence asking Awoye 
if he, Awoye, had ever 
given her N1.00 since 

he assumed office
as the MD of Nigerian

Nigerian Ports Authority instructing 
Cortronics (Nworah's company) to go I 
ahead and place firm orders for the ad- < 
ditional Troposcattcr equipment to be i 
manufactured in spite of the fact that 1 
Form M and letter of credit were not estab- ‘ 
lished nor was Import License pro- ; 
vided and (b) A letter from the then s 
Nigerian Ports Authority instructing j 
her to pay 14,326 US dollars to Messrs I 
CEC Ltd on her behalf. £

But Nworah in his chat with us cries 1 
foul. He faulted Akah's version. In the I 
first place, he said that he never went 
to Akah's house to drop any note. In 
the second place he says that he never 
offered Akah any bribe in Akah's per­
sonal capacity. His story is this: Akah 
came to his house in the morning of 
October 22 1992 and told him that he 
was sent by Awoyc to tell him (Nworah) 
that he (Nworah) should give 50 per­
cent kickback, upfront, before the debt 
owed his company would be paid by 
NPA. A shocked Nworah said he re­
minded Akah that he had paid a 10 per 
cent kickback on the debt and that ; 
Awoyc and Akah had told him that they • 
used part of the money to settle every- | 
body concerned. Nworah said Akah 
now told him that more people were 
now involved because aside from the 
fact that Nworah had told a lot of big 
people about the debt, the NPA now 
had an enlarged board and that every­
body would need to be settled.

According to Nworah, he broughtout 
a piece of paper and on it wrote that 
CSL (his company) would give a 
kickback of Im US dollars (including 
the US $44G.800 10 percent they had 
given before) if NPA would pay them 
the debt and rcaward the contract to 
them. He said it was in a bid to add the 
extra sum that made up the previous 
10 percent given, to 1 million US dol­
lars. that he wrote it down on a piece 
of paper. He alleged that Akah refused 
the 1 million dollars on the grounds 
that Awoye wOuld reject it and that all 
they wanted was 50 per cent which 
would add up to over 2 million US dol­
lars. or no dice. Nworah said that it was 
at this juncture that his wife who was 
in the kitchen rushed out and told 
Akah off saying, "you and Awoye are 
greedy people. Go and tell Awoye that 
two of you should resign from NPA, and 
set up your own company and when 
you do a job for somebody go and pay 
the person 50 per cent kickback." At 
this point, Nworah said, Akah left the 
house after reminding him of an Igbo 
proverb. It is the paper on which he 
made the addition and wrote 1 million 
US dollars that he told us Akah al­
legedly doctored and was brandishing 
as bribe offered him.

—------------ -----------
• In para 4 said to be ----
Based on these alU 

cies, which he pointed^ 
■ The question is how he ePun 
Nworah in his imaginJ?.Uch d^«eq 
give me? When one is inv‘ br.’ 
cation it is impossible , in ?aUy 
tent. I honestly believe th ° b« c hri 
has an axe to grind with S Pr- Nu S<S- 
This man (Nworah| talht lef Au °rah money! Share moneyu Onlyof sS 
stands nothing else." ar*d b

However Nworah insist
10 percent in dollars tQts he p 
Barclays Bank New Yorlt ^ali a? the 
was the one who helped Ah'”1 tha,tbe 
an account in same bank a’’ Put • be 
he offered such bribe ’ Ashed ',r> 

m?d' “..T.L1
tled up V°n'- 

giving’ * was
caJ c°> angie thataIOl>= Up 

Jghwas„„ 1 n'ad» 
Nworah. this w"«b ' 

perience with Awoye and’?? San>e e°‘ 
vealed that the very first Altah. He * 
was appointed Acting Manag^ AtVo^ 
tor. Awoye demanded ancl r8 g D<rec. 
upfront kickback of N500 nnoC‘Ve<l an 
him. The story; Nworah aii°00from 
NPA was owing his compaa"Cged th" 
amount of money and that ■ Certa‘n 
week Awoye was appoint<.‘ "as the 
then Transport Minister |n hat the 
held by us) approved the n/™' w>th. 
alleged that Awoye showed tn"1611'- He 
proval by the Minister and sal? Ule aP- 
should give him (Awoyel th ° tbat he 
N500.000 immediately or h""1 of 
(Awoye) would tear the an,,. that he 
and that he heeded the mX°Valletter 
because he (Awoye) was travuih °"Ce 
next morning. He said Awoye tlll",guthe 
that the then Minster's sh d hlm 
N200.000 while his (Awoye) own WaS 
N300.000. When Awoye wouJ^ 
budge. Nworah said he had to run^ 
the bank and brought the money which 
he put inside a bag provided by Awove 
He alleged that he took the money to 
Awoyc s office and gave him and that 
it was Akah- who counted the money 
in Awoye’s office in the presence of 
another NPA top official (name with­
held by us). He also alleges that in the 
night Akah came to his house and 
asked him for his own share and after 
he hesitated a little because he felt 
Awoye should've given Akah some, 
considering that Akah took the pains 
to count it, he agreed to give Akah 
N 10,000. But listen to this. Nworah al­
leged that Akah asked him to convert 
the money to pounds which he did and 
wrote a cheque of £500.000 for him.
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He said the bank. Barclays Bank Eng­
land would confirm and that his 
cheque stump was also available.

Shonekan: A test case 
investigate corruption

I

f°r Transitional Council’s pled3<Ti^

Akah dismisses all Nworah’s allega­
tions as false and said that the problem 
with Nworah was that Nworah claims 
and talks a lot and was fond of drop­
ping names and flaunting his influence 
and connections. For example. Akah 
claims that Nworah told him that he 
(Nwonfh) removed a former NPA Man 
aging Director, M. K. Ibrahim from of­
fice because Ibrahim put the TropoPro 
ject on hold after CSL refused to bribe 
him. According to /Ykah, Nworah told 
him that he asked the Presidency to 
remove Ibrahim, and Ibrahim was re­

moved.
He also claimed that Nworah told 

i him that it was he. Nworah. who also 
■ removed Abdulllahi Shelleng. a retired 

general and former NPA MD from office 
; when Shelleng allegedly said the Tropo 

project was a fraud and would, there- 
: fore, have nothing to do with it He 

■» equally claims that Nworah told him 
that he. Nworah, single handedly put 
in Awoye as Acting MD and later con­
firmed him and that in that same man­
ner he could sack him as well.

He also says Nworah’s petition was 
■lot surprising and informed Adeosun, 

Dr. Dike Nworah is a commissioned 
Mgent whose full time job is extorting 
loney from governmental organisa- 
~ons • documenta-
-on. He docs not own an office, he can

We also gathered at NPA that it» 
Awoye who allegedly constantly I 
the Workers Union with informatioi 
on the state of financies and activiti 
of Shelleng. Awoye was then a Direcn 
in the Audit department

However sources also describe 
Awoye as a fastidous man who toe 
proper care of staff welfare and ner 
owed them salaries unlike Shelleng: 
tenure when staff salaries were usual- 
late in coming. But another source- 
NPA too. dismissed Awoye's good rag 
port with staff as his subtle way ofmak 
ing staff look elsewhere while he hanr 
led Contractors.

What has. however, surprised mar 
is why it took the ministry' so longta 
act even though the name of the Direc 
tor General of the ministry. Mrs. Will 
iams has been mentioned in thealle# 
tions and counter-allegations between 
Nworah and Awoye.

Nworah told TSM. for instance that 
1 Awoye and Akah had told him that Will 

iams was one of the people settled with 
J the sum of 50,000 dollars from the in­

itial 10 per cent paid Awoye. Nworah 
however, said that he asked the DGtf 
Awoye had given her 50.000 US dollars 
as Awoye claimed but that the DG 
screamed and phoned Awoye im­
mediately in his presence asking 
Awoyc if he. Awoyc. had ever given her 
N1.00 since he assumed office as the 
MD of Nigerian Ports Pic. Nworah said 
Awoyc denied ever telling him that he 
gave the DG 50.000 dollars.

Nworah swears to the integrity of the 
DG and said, “Awoyc never gave any­
body anything. Not Mrs Williams. In 
fact, he didn't know I was in Mrs. Will 
iams’ office when she phoned to ask 
him and he denied immediately.” 

For now. Awoye and Akah’s fate 
seem to be at the mercy of the Secret 
ary’ of Transport who querried them 
after Nworah’s petition and allega­
tions. The quesdtion is. will they be 
called back, dismissed or prosecuted? 
We gathered that the police have been 
briefed. Already Wali Ahmed. GM of 
Western Zone of NPA has been ap­
pointed Acting MD of NPA.

But we gathered authoritative that

concoct as many lies as 
Lucifer speechless. If he is 
true to type, many more petitions 
on the way."

But Nworah dismisses Akah who is 
from a town close to his, and who he 
told us was coming to his house twice 
a day. and who attended the same sec­
ondary school with him. Government 
College Umuahia, and cleared his first 
imported Mercedez Benz for him. as 
“corruption personified.’’ He claims 
Akah is Awoye s “Chief collector", and 
debunks Akah’s claim of beinga junior 
staff in NPA He asks, how can 
Akah claim to be a junior staff and 
he lives in a magnificient house with 
a choice environment at Ikoyi when his 
senior live in Apapa? How can a 
junior staff own four cars two of which 
are mercedez benz?".

Also debunking that he was the one 
who removed Shclleng from office he 
asks, "who am 1 to remove Shelleng? 
U was Awoye who wrote about 15 pet 
itions against Shelleng and r~ 
him from office."

Tacitly supporting Nworah’s claim 
that it was Awoye who removed Shel 
leng via petitions, the General Secret 
ary of NPA workers. P. A. Oribabor. told 
TSM that Awoye’s appointment as 
MDwas abnormal because it ran con 
trary to civil service structure which 
-mPhasises uPhftmcnt on the basis of position.” To put Awoye as the MD. we 
i-arnt from NPA sources, about 20 Di- 
rector® were retired.

_ „______ —----- •■onwiive uia1
removed Aw°yc is making frantic effort to get

• out of trouble. A source told us that 
( Awoye had been paying visits to a 

former Nigerian Head of State and 
another prominent female Yoruba 
Managing Director of a company who 
was a former Bank Chairman to help 
him out of the problem.

Bom on September 21. 1943, Awoye, 
a Chartered Accountant, joined the 
NPA on September 21. 1977, as Princi­
pal Accountant. He was appointed act­
ing MD of NPA on May 23. 1991 and 
was confirmed in November of 1992.
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Nigeria Ports Pic: hou) genuine are some contracts.
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"Power corrupts , Ab­
solute Power Corrupts 
Absolutely."
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and Calabar ports are suffering from 
under utiliz-ation due to less traffic of 
cargo. Despite the facilities available 
(though most of them are now dilapi­
dated) and their advantage to impor­
ters and exporters especially in the 
cast and North-eastern parts of the 
countiy, the ports are still neglected. 
The situation was so pathetic that 
Mohammed Barau, administration of 
the zone in 1990 pleaded with impor­
ters and exporters within the area to 
sue the ports.

Where the problem is not that of 
under utilization, it is congestion. And 
this is noticeable in Apapa, Tin Can 
and Roro Ports all located in Lagos 
State. The case of RORO Port is the 
worst The port which solely handles 
all imported second hand vehicles is 
now crying for help. Sagir Mohammed, 
its manager docs not hider his predica­
ment as he unfolded to newsmen early 
this year the situation of things in the 
port Said Mohammed. “Within the two 
years of our existence, it seems wc 
have grown too big for our boots. We 
have goods scattered all over the place’ 
— Apapa, Tin Can, even in the Con­
tainer Terminal, Ijora. The situation we 
now find ourselves, is unprecedented.”

Unfortunately, these administrative 
lapses not minded, the NPA has always 
felt its revenue generating prowess 
and potential arc not strong enough.

The management'll]^ 
because of statutory botn tllat>\ 
ing that’its tariffs shOU|? !neci« 
The authority had earlier be ’’ey;' Say. 
tariff based on 1972/73 cr/6''*6'^"''*'1 
which were approved x ' st esu bd >ts 
in 1977. Another review b->So''ath"!lt':s 
and pre-82 years estiTO "®ed o„ ^nt 
proved and gazetted as Par?s' s2
Laws. Not contented with op­
management of NPA pre ^ese ’n 
more, prompting govern, 
to begin plans to com in 
privatize the authority whulali2e x 
that it would help overco Uie ;.'lrid 
the problems besetting th,"”' s°rn,°Pe 
Nigeria’s economy espec? gatewav ,of 
area of revenue generationia th° 
tually came into being i„This«Vel 
1991. The Nigerian Port"1 AJ«nUa "' 
(NPA), metamorphosed tn, Port Pic (NP PLC). to Niger?**

With all these now in pia an
Ports Pic is still a shadow of '.Niger>an 
epitome of the direct onnrl J -an
wishes and aspirations of .?te of th" 
established it Beginning wi"°ae who 
rupt practices among the ’ he cor- 
enforcement agencies, th, s law 
menace of touts, Nigerian D°Ugh the 
cially tile seaports, have c P°?s esPe 
constitute the agony of Ued to 
businessmen who have anyth* Priva‘e 
with them as sharp practices *"S *° d° 
aginable proportions are dail °f Unin>- 
ence. Fraud, cheating and V °Ccurr- 
right thuggery are the order oZ,!" °ut’ 
a situation which obviously n,le day’ 
huge amounts were lost by th©!©©1’** 
Government through these n ''ederal 

-----------------------------nefarious

_=>__?^=r—T its birth in
1954, the then Nigerian Ports Author­
ity (NPA) was expected to render the 
following services: providing cargo 
handling and quay facilities; improving 
the harbours and approaches to the 
ports; dredging as well as maintaining­
pilotage services; lighting, buoys and 
navigational aids in all Nigerian ports 
and co operating with neighbouring 
landlocked countries unimpeded 
access to the sea.

In spite of these tasks before it, the 
NPA’s ability to scoop up funds is still 
being adversely affected by corrup­
tion among port officials, about 40 per 
cent under utiliz ation of port facilities 
and drop to about 14 million metric 
tonnes per annunj of the thoroughput 
of the ports which is a far cry from their 
installed capacity of 25 million.

For example, Warri, Sapelc, Koko
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The Nigerian Ports 
officials in the 
marketing and 

documentation units 
are equally guilty of 

taking and demanding 
gratifications.

1991. five 
authority

MARCH 28, 1993

conveying stolen goods from the ports 
to buyers. A very senior official was 
the one who drove the vehicle while 
another top official took charge ol 
sharing proceeds from their loot

Anthony Abayomi Awoye. the re­
cently suspended managing director of 
Nigerian Ports Pic cannot claim ignor­
ance of atrocities perpetuated daily in 
the sea ports. At least, an incident 
which happened during his visit to 
RORO Port is a case in point During 
that visit, one of the boys (a car 
speculator) who did not know Awoye 
came and asked. "Oga. you want pre- 

|lude (Honda prelude) or Accord." The 
managing director appeared embarras­
sed.

If this is not a good reason enough, 
the fact that Awoye has spent a long 
time with the then Ports Authority, and 
for the fact that he worked in the audit 
department, places him in a good pos­

ition to know the real state of affairs. 
The trend is not new. It is a can full of 
worms.

In December, 1990 an attempt by 
some t

acts. A good example in this case will 
suffice.

At the gate to any Nigerian seaport 
there is no propy screening. Anybody 
who shows up a/the gate and can pro­
duce his five naira is given a gate pass. 
Nobody cares to ask whether you have 
any legal business to transact inside 
the ports. And while sotne people 
queue up to pay this fee. others strug­
gle and manipulate their ways into the 
complex. And when you gain entry, you 
can do whatever you like. A good 
number of people milling around the 
port premises are lay-abouts, crooks, 
touts and criminals. Even food vendors 
are involved. This is because the ports 
hold a lot of attraction for criminals 
because of illegal but lucrative ac­
tivities that go on there. There have 
been cases where bills of lading were 
intercepted through a courier com­
pany all the way from Port Harcourt 
Some people brought these bills of lad 
ing to Lagos because the vessels carry­
ing the goods were supposed to berth 
in Lagos. This was at the RORO Port 
These fraudsters sold these bills of lad­
ing to people, show ed them the cars in 
the port and left those who purchased 
the vehicles. paid, cleared out - the vec- 
hiles with genuine stolen bills of lad­
ing before the actual owners came 
around to complain that their bills of 
(lading were stolen.

Sometimes, these criminals will go 
all out to forge Nigerian Port Pic iden­
tity card (with the connivance of port 
officials). They also have a way of get­
ting customs, or Navy car stickers 
which they paste on the windscreen of 
'a Tokunbo car with fake plate numbers. 
Most of the time, they succeed in man­
ipulating their way out of the gates. 
These are called ‘WharfRats" or “Com­
mandos’*.

Even security agents are not left out 
At the RORO port for instance, there 
is what is known as Eight Units — 
police. Navy, Customs, Ports Security­
men. National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agents. State Security Services (SSS), 
Fire Brigade and the Valentine Sec- 

i urity (a private security outfit). The 
' Nigerian ports officials in the marketing 
I and documentation units are equally 
’ guilty of taking and demanding gratifi- 
: cations. Sagir Mohammed, in his frank 

J manner told /55Z last January, that he 
® has lost confidence in the system.

"This is an outfit where top staffers 
have been caught stealing. Some top 
officers have been organising and ste­
aling cars, and airconditioners, taking 
them out in the dead of the night with 

-the security van allocated to> them *° 
^o round. " A security van. Mohammed, 
said, was once used as a vehicle for

time. NPA’s chief executive officer I 
charge of security. A panel headed t 
the authority's deputy director. Okupi 
(Mrs.) found Attah guilty and recon- 
mended "very harsh punishment" fa 
him.

In January. 1991. five to; 
officials of the authority wen 
also sacked over their alleged involve 
ment in illegal sale of customers 
cargoes worth thousands of naira. The 
goods which included electronics 
were reportedly tagged "over 
time cargoes" and sold-of 
by the officials to enrich themselves 
Among those were sacked was a direc 
tor who was one of the first three top 
officers at the port. Others were a traf­
fic officer 1. a Traffic Officer 11. a Senior 
officer, and a Higher Operations of­
ficer. The letter conveying the termina­
tion of their appointments stated that 
their “services arc no longer required 
and your appointment with the Au 
thority is hereby terminated with im­
mediate effect, in accordance with sec­
tion 13.02 of the conditions of service 
(revised as at 1st January. 1985)."

During the same period, the author­
ity concluded arrangements with the 
Technical Committee on Commercial! 
zation and Privatization (TCPC) to 
allow private operations (as part of the 
privatization programme of NPA) to 
run the ports. The danger inherent in 
allowing private bonded warehouse 
terminals to op< 
was to serve du  
port arms and ammunition as well as 

that, the authority, in a show of excess 
wealth or whatever, paid and bought a 

SUUIC ______________ '”'_t .... million ucspne
Ports Authority in its London Office to the fact that its economic market value

-----  ,, 4.J.OOM.VUU. iiicaC 
happened during the tenure of Abdul­
lahi Shelleng. a retired major-general 
as managing director.

This ugly trend, perhaps orches­
trated his sudden removal on 23rd 

ay. 1991 and the appointment of 
a„HHO^1A-WOye 0,611 director in the 

ivxsion as acting managing di­
rector. Shelleng was badly criticized by 
in alleSedly involving himself

shaddy contract deals, bribery and 
P on. as well as neglecting the 

■ ------e workers which included
“sun of fraudulent dealings left aVn^s'X 
. Pnrt officials. A Ironically a uircciors.

the . y' Awoye who spearheaded

he laun Hhld Cares of 0115 world which 
idffional ritual conducted by againsUa^tveloped him asTuX 

later sent on com- vestigations have shown a case of 
Attah was before this P°wer corrupting absolutely.

ocrate. observers noted, 
ubious Nigerians to im- 

— - nition as we!! as 
min.ted Naira notes. Not only

wealth mwv—--- • — - - ----—pcaiu <11IU uuutlll a
top officials of the then Nigerian floating dock for N2 I million despite 
. . ..___ ;»c 1 nnrinn Office tn the fact tK ..... . . . r.

swindle about N42.5 million (then 2.5 at that Um . million pound sterlin) from the Au-  5 Was N 13.000.000. These

thority’s revenue was foiled. The fraud 
was discovered by NPA auditors who 
were working on the account books of 
the authority. In the same month, a 
drama was to be acted at the Apapa 
Port over the sudden disappearance of 
large quantities of seized contraband 
goods valued at over NI million inside
the Port complex, the goods, consisted his staff fo *'7/ 
of second-hand tyres, texUle materials. «’« rdl1’ 
tinned food items, apples and other 
contrabands. It was later discovered welfare ofth* 
that the disappearance of the goods Ule

was as a iw—~ rr 
at the Port by Senior Port officials. A 
month before this, an NPA top-short, 
A.P. Attah a major, manhandled a 
night, guard. Forceman Omoni. at his 
official residence in Ikoyi. This was 
after a tradition3’ 
the official. He was 
pulsory leave.
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And the menace is on the 
increase. What protection 
do Nigerians have from 
the architects' council?

J®-

I •Ph-

iS fcltm
wj tad Wttig, 

should choose to live in such a house 
is a query that is always at the back of 
their minds. Wale Badmus, is the resi­
dent medical doctor of Ife-OIuwa Clinic 
and Maternity Home which is housed 
at "house 3A." He told TSM that in 
1987 when the building was being con­
structed that a particular section 
slided when the builders got to the first 
floor. The landlord then called in his 
architects, who carried out a thorough 
study. Their finding was that the 
foundation caved in because of the 
type of soil there but that they were 
happy to inform them that having com­
pressed the first layer of soil, the build­
ing can go no further because it rested 
firmly on solid earth.

The builders then went ahead and 
completed the building. Badmus was 
not satisfied. He decided to conduct 
his own tesL Two years ago he mea­
sured the distance between the floor 
and one of the windows. It was 15 cen­
timetres. Six months later he mea­
sured it It remained 15 centimetres. 
According to him. he has continued to 
conduct his test every “now and then" 
because that is "where he live and take 
care of people."

But Wale Badmus is lucky, to have

-J .-L HE building. 3A 
Bakare-Faro Street, Mosafcjo, 
Amukoko, Lagos is not an ordinary 
one. The light brown painted two- 
storey building stands dangerous 
bent, almost to a perfect right angle. 
This gives the impression, and it is the 
fact too. that a section of the founda­
tion had caved in. Both the structures 
and its occupants have never failed to 
elicit curious glances from passers by. 
And they arc very many.

Why anyone in his right sense

a landlord who cares enough to involve 
the experts. Not so, many other Nige. 
rians who have lost their lives a*d 
property from several collapsed build, 
ings across the length and breadth of 
the federation.

In May 1992. two separate buildings I 
collapsed while under construction. At 
109, Western Avenue. Iponri, Lagos a 
five-storey building went under when 
the fourth floor slab was being cast As 
if that was not enough another build- 
ing gave way by the junction of Ayilara 
Street and Ojuelegba Street in Suru- 
lere.

February 22. 1990 saw the turn of a 
three-storey building at 44. Enu-Owa 
Street as it collapsed when workers 
were just laying the beam of the floor.

TSM gathered that the frequent cases 
of collapsing buildings have continued 
unabated because of the "lack of ex­
pert inputs and continued dependence 
on untrained personnel for housing 
construction." There is also the prob­
lem of "severe handicaps facing both 
state and council planning officials by 
way of staff shortages for monitoring 
new developments.

However, something worthwhile 
ought to be done. This is why the re­
cent developments in the building in­
dustry came as a welcome one. The Ar­
chitects Registration Council of 
Nigeria (ARCON) in an attempt to clean 
its house is bracing up to wield the big 
stick.
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-Akwa Ibom State First Lady

By Comfort Obi

lsemin....l’m used to rural ur
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like most modern women, she really 
has no weight problem, considering 
that she is mother of six children, two 
of them already in the university.

Aged about 40 years, Isemin who has 
a masters degree in Economics from the 
university of Lagos was a Banker be­
fore she became a First Lady on Janu-

______ _.a .

Our critics are unfair
She was a Banker before 
she became a First Lady. 
Now, see what her bank­
ing experience has done in 
Akwa Iboni State.

trading-”
In this interview with us which she 

calmly granted even though that meant 
going late for an appointment with Re­
becca Aikhomu, wife of Vice President. 
Augustus Aikhomu, Isemin talks 
about her experience as a First Lady, 
her job, women politicians, how her ex­
perience as a banker has guided her in 
most of her projects in the state and 
her courtship days. Excerpts.

How has it been with you at Government 
House, Uyo? What difference exists be­
tween when you were not a First Lady and 
now?

When I was not in Government 
House, I was a free citizen of Nigeria. 
I enjoyed my privacy. I could wake up 
and go to where I wanted to without hav­
ing to explain to protocol. Now I ;have 
to take permission from protocol be-

uary 2, 1992.
Until then, she was a General Man­

ager at the Century Merchant Bank, 
Lagos. Isemin's training as a banker 
has come in hand in Akwa Ibom State. 
And so, she is the first Lady to estab­
lish a Bank for the state chapter of 
Better Life. She is the first to establish 
an Investment company which she told 
TSM engages in "real trading not petty

HERE is some­
thing about Imoh Isemin, Akwa Ibom 
State First Lady that draws one to her. 
Perhaps her ready smile. Perhaps her 
unassuming nature. Perhaps the chil­
dish innocence she radiates.

She does not let the much flaunted 
title, First Lady, get'at her. And so, she 
discusses freely with her staff, hsks 
them whether she’s turned out well 
enough to grant a news magazine an 
interview with cameras flashing. She 
looks at her stomach and asks 
whether it is bulging because she just 
ate.

That was our experience with her 
when she granted us an Interview two 
weeks ago at the Akwa Ibom State Gov­
ernment Lodge, Lagos.

Dressed in a white long skirt made 
of satin lacc with a red headtie, a red 
shoe and a red hand bag to boot, Isemin 
came out to meet us as soon as we 
were announced. She introduced her- 
self asked us our names and with a 
laugh began to ask her aides if she looked 
okay and if her stomach was bulging 
because she just ate.

Even though Isemin is into aerobics
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no pull it off soon.
On education we have a mass prog­

ramme on adult literacy. As of now we 
have five adult literacy centres in each 
local government in addition to the one 
that is being done by the primary 
health department of the Ministry.

Yhen, we've also started a magaZ’n
— a Lutuuuui

™ss magazine because we believe 
~?at our rural women work and they 
should have the best This will rais 
their consciousness to higher ideal5' 
to higher achievements. So we

With°ut~ .oll 
sounding like a praise singer, i 
the best thing that has happen®

youngman and he is the Manager and owes this to the vision, the foresig
 ' ------- - iiaiu winning auu

a youngman also who is the Head of ful First Lady, Mrs. Maryam Babangi a* 
the Credit Department You see 1 had Mrs Babangida has gradually raised 
to go out and shop for them. 1 didn't the standard of women in Nigeria ana 
want to be sentimental on matters like for this, we remain grateful. She is a

Continued on Page 58

project the Better Life Prograin 
the state, and in the natw ■ 
magazine is printed in two Part ■' well we are doing well, very well. 1 glish and Efik, in fact all dialec15- ef say it is a witch that killed the person. ■ others should be able to There is this impression that tn» L 

So we have this on our grand board jus are cnc0Uraging the local life Programme is for the elite in1anil by the grace of God we'll be able chaDtera of the Better i ir. ety j^at it has made no impact what
nn null h ««on the real rural woman. W"31 ' ral 

you done so far to involve — th®
woman in the programme. ion 

It is a most unfortunate impre
and it is absolutely false, '■^jnk 
sounding like a praise singer. t0 
the best thing that has happen

Programme. And the Nigerian woman
„ - ----- ....J LU UIC V191U1I. Uiv lv‘—have finishedhating Sr "babies and ChiefE^c“tiw of the ®a“d is of our very hard working and thougj

probably don't know what next to do.
We train them in all kinds of craft work, 
hair dressing and secretarial studies.

On agriculture, at least every local

---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------  
 wise, they arc sent to the rural health government area has a farm, almost all -------------------■---------

centre and they arc the responsibility the wardshave a standard farm each 1 m not saying that there aren't 
of the Better Life. and we supply them with inputs like ?°od ladies but they were the ones I

Wc also have this programme in fertiliser. We also have our own trac- g0Un.d while I was looking and they
which wc have embarked on mass de- tors which are available free of charge T
worming of school children - primary to any female farmer who wants to till (} lcn' we've also started a magaziB*' 
school children. Our target is half a her farm. And then, at the Better life jlt is tluite a colourful and high
million children. We've started already State level we have big farms and we C3SS maOa’!,’“    helieve
last week. As at now, we've dewormed have incorporated a firm to handle our 
about 10,000 children. Wc also have agricultural aspect — Uluru Farms Ltd 
on ground a plan for a cancer screening And then, let me say this, we have a 
centre because anybody who wears the bank. We are the first Better Life Chap. “‘^ner achievements. So we i>»--
shoes knows where'it pinches most and ter all over the Federation to establish maRazine and we hope to use it 
our women suffer from breast cancer a bank. pro,cct n”‘ R“""’' D-''*”"«ne m
and all that and when they die, they (Cutsfn)That'sbecauseyou'reabanker? 
say it is a witch that killed the person. Well, wc are doing well, very well. 1 
So, we have this on our grand board just wish that others should be able to

governments chapters of the Better Life 
to invest in their own LGA Community 
banks. With these banks our women 
will now have better credit facilities.

Do you have a co-ordinator or a General 
Manager for the bank?

A General Manager
Ours is different. Wc also have, at least, A woman?  
one in each local government area, a 
craft training centre for young girls, 
school drop — outs and adults who



CUFFLINKS....The big-

ones

SUPPERS....

CAPS....

SHIRTS.—

and
SUNGLASSES...

WRISTWATCHES—

FABRICS.

0

BION.

BRIEF-CASE—Heaoy 
skin leather.

leather 
N400.

IN
Silk and flowered. 
Price, from N380

packet 
", Native 
trousers

Hale accessories
OUT
TIE...Cotton and plain

I ooking Lies. Large 
sizes also.

SHOES Heavy skin 
are fast going out 
of fashion

SUSPENDERS... There are cheap and inferior ones. 
But original suspenders cost from 
N400 — N 1.700.
Cufflinks come more dainty and 

/ s arc still 
preferred

Simple but fashionable 
and suede price from

size chunky looking fashionable Gold Cufflinks 
in vogue. But more preferred is 
black on gold or silver. They cost 
from N800.
Leather is not in great demand. 
But they come handy for casual 
dressing. Price from N1.000.
Caps on caftan suits. Price from
N 1.250
Conventional designer 
shirts price from N 1.000. 
casual shirts and tr 
commonly made from purplin. 
linen or cotton. Price N 1.500 — 
N3.000.
Comes in various shapes 
sizes. Price from N2.950.
A necessary or sure fashion 
accessories any day. Most opt 
for i gold and silver colour. 
Conservatives go for leather price: 
from N2.000.
Linen. Garbadine. Satin. Jarcade 
cotton lace. Voile for native wears: 
Brocade and Aso Oke.
Lighter ones are preferred, plain 
leather is the in thing. A popular 

> — hi^rk. Price from N900.00
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"Watch And Win” 
So and (J held its final draw of “Watch and 
Win. ” a viewer — incentive promo launched 
last month to increase viewership for 
Mauritius 93. The dale was on Saturday, 
March 12; the place: the National Theatre, 
Iganmu. Lagos.

With about 33,070 entries from all the 
slates in the federation, it was Indeed won­
derful as 31 people won colour television 
each, while others received T-shiris. The star­
prize. Daewoo — Tico, would be given to the 
winner al <i latter date.

I •

Wingold Savings And 
Loans Package 

determined to re t ., , a 
confidence in the //nance world, a new //■ 
nance company, Wingold Savings and 
Loans recently opened its doors on the high 
brow Allen Avenue, Ikeja, Lagos.

With highly rated finance wizards with 
academic backgrounds cutting across

’ MS

Nigeria and countries abroad, especial CL* 
and Britain, Ogbuefi Goddy Eze, chairman 
(Jdom Oge Udom (MD) and their tearr 
seemed poised to raise a new hope for Nige 

establish the fast fading "ans arMS 'ndude Sauln^ Account 
,  .  i • — Home Ownership Savings among others.

Here is a welcome smile from Ogbuefi Eze 
to Chuka Mbanefo (Director} at the Press 
briefing in Sheraton, Lagos.

npany, Wingold Savings 
nlly opened its doors on the

brow Allen Avenue, Ikeja, Lagos.
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. now. In fact, we have
I women registering at

select from there. Also cur 
acy programme. Who else 
nefit but the
woman. Even the men

. . . - more menwomen registering at our r 
Mass Literacy Centres.

Then we also give loans to c__
live societies. These get to alf 

g women. .And we also have an invest’ 
3 ment company because we believe th

■ as we grow older, we should be able to 
j proride some of our needs instead or 
I depending on government for fundine 
I So. we have this company that engages 
| tn trading, real solid trading. ‘ 

•I petty trading to generate revenue for 
I some of our programmes.
^^tabi"ddoin9b*he

LXltHeeriZudEXetUUVeDireCtOr-"Avet

Did he consult you before 
politics?

IF

Th * 'unner job and to yours? 1 uas sent to
Ifluencino,On his- 1 don ' believe in Company of Neu- 

nCinfi Sllch --------• g J'-nlziMd dianri

In fact, to r~- ■ -y' ” ' 
more serious than the 
ave to understand 

cumstances. Their 
cumstances. That 
of nntCHC~":?’ nave not been part 
h,.rL! fS °{ Nigeria. real politicking 

-Jvent of Better Life. Most

Yes. he 
must s?- 
"asn’t 1. 
butterflit 
that h natUraL But “hen I discovered 
but to mVe ® .serlous. I had no choice 

Did vn e hlm my fu,l support 
paigns^ accomPany him to political cam 

wi°foerinles' not alw;|ys because I 
all our rrij5' 1 was st**l working and 11 our children were down in Ligos. 

So whSOna!’ad to tahe care of th™, 
he finally won? y°U qU,t VOUrjOb? When 

'o°goUand join wSl®"*1 elections’1 bad 

otherwkpre VCry Sure be was 90fn9t0 uin 
Tlm' , y°UWOn l have quit vour job?

100 percent "T anybod -v could be venXfi^XebUUkne''hehada 

onmrjobT5'’ y°“d hdvc s,a>cd P“* 

to be 'there aitUa,ion ““ that I needed 

mflucnrinrr ■■ '7 **“3' * w“ 11 _______man. 8 Ch decisions. He is a 

■riy. lateJCwhen"kvCly ‘t90 back 10 > °ur J»b -
’“I' tennis)? y°Ur husband serves out his 

It depends.
? On what?

now have yTuheLBdCt,Cr Pr°9rammc 
emance? h P your husband fn 9™ 

derskteanPding h°USe for hi">- By 
^erstanding. not nar *'----- • -
enough1 B^ ^1

OtD0ay£fi “«‘alX«ti:UnsUe

SbS^yek<^^«"

'Zb'?k tbey have been very serious, 
me I, think they have been

------ men. But you 
the cir-

own cir- 
one. they are joining 

,^ew’y-They have not been part 
before 7“ 7 r';6v». real politicking 
before the advent of Better Life m„.7

—————— Llfe * StyH

. ^ways consults me. But I of women joined now because of fl
> y that at the very beginning. I thc prop from Better Life. So. it is fairly f ’

erested. I was scared. I had new and anything that is new takes I 
nature stomach. 1 mean. timc. before you learn tlie terrain. They
> J?..®”1 when 1 discovered havt, becn very serious but our men

have their ways. Unfortunately, women 
find it difficult to do most of those 
things that men do. Take for instance, 
they attend meetings at night No 
woman would leave her home, her chil­
dren and attend such very late meet­
ings. I don’t know why they don’t hold 
the meetings in the afternoon? These 
things scare women away.

What’s your background like?
1 was bom in the village. My parents 

are still alive. I attended about five or 
six primary schools because my father 
was a teacher. I went to Cornelia Cor- 
nellus Secondary School. Uyo. did my I 
ALcoc/ then to the University of Lagos 
where I read Economics and then 
went back to do my masters degree in I 
same university. After my masters. 1 I 
joined ICON Ltd Merchant Bankers as I 
a youth corper and thereafter, joined I 
the bank as a full time staff. And then I 
I was sent to Morgan Guaranty Trust I

• York "On W all Street oni I 
banking course for a year. When I I 

came back. I was sent to the main I 
stream of banking. I’ve attended sev- I 
eral. and I mean real several courses I 
both overseas and locally on banking. I 
personnel management, marketing. I 
you name iL In 1988. December. I I 
joined Century’ Merchant Bank as I 
Head of Corporate Banking that is in I 
charge of Loans and all that and then I 
rose to the position of General Man- I 
ager before I finally lost my job, thanks I 
to my husband's involvement in poll'- I 
tics.

•e for him. By un- You have six children, and you don't I 
igging him. By giv- quite look it. When did you get married? I 
iind. Bv crivind Yee, I've been married for as long as I

I can remember. |
Tell us, what year?

1972. That’s quite some time. 
Yes. but you don’t look it?.
I married quite young, at the age of 

18. J have two kids in the university. I 
The rest arescattered here and there 

How did you meet your husband?
I can’t remember. But it wasn’t a boy 

meet girl affair and they lived hanov 
ever after.

Where did you meet him — in the Univer- 
sity or Uyo?

In Uyo, when I wras doing my A Level. I 
It was a long courtship.

You mean you were married before vou 
entered the university and he put you 
through university, masters degree courses 
and all? ’ 1

Yes. He's been 
Is he romantic?
I am not complaining. He’s been my

great woman. It is those-?^^?-——— 
derstand that criticize from d°n ’ Un’ 
predict that time will come w£U1Side’ 1 
nans as a whole, man or Nige. 
or urban will come to apnre? 'rural 
Maryam Babangida has done’r' "bal 
Nigerian women. for 01 e

The programme is not for
unfortunately it is the elite S’*- But 
mostly seen on television arc 
serve a useful purpose. I t..,- elit« 
the so called elite ho hasieyC_tha‘ 
school would understand « ®°ne to 
policies and is the only ol?.'e‘?ment 
explain to the rural people a Mh° can 
Lady. Mrs. Maryam Babangid?CFirst 
pointed out. the blind d™. once 
the blind. Those critics should *cad 
the positive aspect of the iook ®t 
— mobilization of women .nr’®™' 
ment. education, awareness -Ucn‘ 
there for the critics to see ” ’S a11

And as for what we’ve done tn u 
the real rural women in the state 
done quite a lot Take agrienu e 
instance, there is hardly "\ ure for 
nity in my state that dbes nm “i,””"' 

projects in agriculture, crafts 7 !la'e 
that. The health programme which'I 
mentioned before, the Door s, h 1 
iammi is meant for these peef’fv°9' '
right down to the roots — the e ~ 
the very rural people. Given the tolal'tv 
of our programme, it is thl- ita,“> 
which wouldn’t benefit before thSr°Up 
have designed this for so n^‘ We 
cheated. We reach them °b°dy is

We also have a schorlarshin SPh. 
for the rural women. What wfdo^ C 
have questionnaires and we gfo® 7C 
selected children of only the vero rorM 
woman who now sit for our schro 
ship qualifying examination and Ur’

- ; roO our mass liter-
- else would be- 

very rural illiterate 
are benefltting

u men than fuTone'B7^,ng °Ur family a Pca«- Better Life now^d^L"131:^^-^^


