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National Librarian/CEO National Library of 
Nigeria Prof. Chinwe VeronicaAnunobi



A n n i v e r s a r y , 

calls for more
 advocacy on

 reading culture

 60th 

The National Library of Nigeria celebrated her 
60 years of existence from November, 14 1964 
to November, 14 2024. The event took place at 
the Shehu Musa Yar'adua Centre, Central 

t h t hBusiness Area,  Abuja on 19  and 20  
November, 2024

National Library being the apex library in 
Nigeria is mandated to collate all intellectual 
materials of Nigerians and about Nigeria, keep 
them for posterity and make it easy accessible 
to Nigerians. This mandate is a unique 
responsibility of the National Library, another 
is the issuance of the International Standard 
Numbers to Authors and Publishers,  the 
Organization also carries out the annual 
readership promotion campaign across the 
Countr y with the aim of enlightening 
Nigerians on the importance of reading 
culture for National development.
These mandates have been successfully 

running throughout six decades of the 
National Library of Nigeria.
Former President Olusegun Obasanjo who 
delivered a goodwill message stated that the 
National Library of Nigeria has stood as a 
corner stone for the Country's intellectual and 
cultural development by preserving the 
nation's heritage and empowering Nigerians 
through access to knowledge and making 
significant stride in fostering literacy..

He said “I commend the National Library of 
Nigeria's commitment to embracing digital 
transformation and innovation, as reflected in 
it’s 2025- 2030 strategic plan. This exemplifies 
the Institution's forward thinking approach to 
positioning its self as a vital engine for Nigeria's 
knowledge economy” He also extended his 

NATIONAL L IBRARY CELEBRATES 60TH ANNIVERSARY ( 1964-2024) 1



He said the vision for a purpose –built, state of the art national library is not just a symbolic aspiration” 
He said “It is necessity for our Country which represents a physical and functional commitment to our 
collective belief in the power of knowledge to transform lives and societies. I therefore, call on all 
stakeholders, from government to private sectors and international partners, to prioritize the 
completion of this vital structure, A fully operational headquarters that will serve as a beacon for 
literacy and learning, a hub for cultural preservation, and a global symbol of Nigeria's commitment to 
education and innovation.

The former President emphasized that “as someone who has personally experienced the 
transformative power of reading and writing, l know that libraries are not just spaces, they are 

thcatalysts for individual and national development.” He said “let us ensure that this 60  anniversary of 
the National Library of Nigeria marks not only a celebration of past achievements but also a turning 
point for the National Library's future, one that includes a fully realized headquarters to inspire 
generations to come”.

He concluded “I congratulate the leadership, staff and 
stakeholders of the National Library of Nigeria on this 
historic occasion, may this celebration spur us all to 
redouble our efforts to build knowledge –driven 
Nigeria”. 

In his keynote address, the Honourable Minister of 
Education, Dr. Tunji Alausa represented at the 
occasion by his State Minister Dr. Suwaiba Sa’id 
Ahmad stated that for six decades, the National 
Library of Nigeria has stood as the guardian of 

commendation to the launch of the Lit for Africa Festival, 
a groundbreaking  initiative to rekindle a love for reading 
and creativity among the Nigeria's Youth. He noted that 
programme like this were crucial in shaping the minds of 
tomorrow's leaders and ensuring Nigeria's literacy and 
cultural legacies (endure) for generations.
He stated that “as we celebrate this remarkable 
milestone and new directions, we must also confront a 
pressing challenge, the completion of the National 
Library of Nigeria's Headquarters building in Abuja. 

MINISTER OF STATE EDUCATION
PROF. SUWAIBA SA’ID AHMAD
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Nigeria's intellectual heritage, serving as a 
beacon of knowledge and learning, this 
j o u r n e y h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  d e d i c at i o n , 
perseverance, and a relentless commitment 
to empowering Nigerians through access to 
information and resources. Nigerians must 
celebrate this legacy collectively and to look 
forward to the brighter future of the Nation.
He said the National Library of Nigeria is more 
than just repositories of books and document, 
he noted that it is the bedrock of any thriving 
knowledge economy. He stated that libraries 
remain the engines of lifelong learning, the 
pillars of research and guardian of culture. He 
added now that information is power, the 
National Library of Nigeria holds the key to 
unlocking the potential  of mil l ions of 
Nigerians.

The Honourable Minister also said that “ 
technology is transforming how we live, work 
and learn, therefore the role of libraries and 
especially the National Library of Nigeria must 
evolve, it is not only the a repository of nation's 
history but a driving force in shaping the future 
of Nigeria and Nigerians” he emphasized that 
“This Government will continue to prioritize 
education as the cornerstone of national 
development in line with President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu GCFR's renewed hoped 
agenda, this proved the National Library has a 
crucial role to play in expanding access to 
quality education”.

He emphasized that apex Library in Nigeria 

must take its rightful place in this digital age, serving as a modern hub for learning, research and 
innovation, by making reading materials accessible to every Nigerians regardless of their location 
and circumstances. 
He said “ I am particularly heartened by the strategic initiative underway to bring the National 
Library into the future which includes among others: digital transformation effort that will enable the 
library to leverage on cutting edge technologies like artificial intelligence (AI), virtual  and 
augmented reality and a data analytics to improve access and enhance learning experience”
He added that “ in this regard, I want to acknowledge the leadership of the  National Librarian 
Professor Chinwe V. Anunobi, the Governing Board of the National Library for their vision and 
foresight in steering the Library into a new era, by transforming it into a central pillar of Nigerian's 
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knowledge economy”  The Minister also 
expressed excitement over the launch of “ Lit 
for Africa Festival” an initiative powered by 
Kyterion, that seeks to ignite a passion for 
reading among the youth, this festival would 
not only promote literacy but nurture 
creativity, critical thinking and a lifelong 
learning for National development.
Dr. Alausa also charged Nigerians to harness 
the power of information, education, and 
innovation to drive Nigeria's development in 
the future.

The National Librarian, Professor Chinwe 

Veronica Anunobi during her opening remarks 

at the occasion stated that Nigerians must 

appreciate the giant stride made by the 

Chairman standing Committee on the 

Provision of Libraries in 1948, which was re-

echoed in 1953 by UNESCO, propagated by 

the West African Library Association (WALA) 

and the Nigeria Library Association (NLA) 

which ultimately led to acceptance of the 

Rogers report by Council of Ministers on the 

establishment of National library of Nigeria. 

She said finally the goose roosted through the 

arrival of Prof. Carl White in 1962 (Dean of the 

School of Library Science from Columbia 

University) based on the request made by the 

Nigeria Government to Ford Foundation. 

Thus, the golden egg – National Library of 

Nigeria was laid through the National Library 

Act of 1964 and the library was opened to 

public by Prof.  White and three other 

American librarians on November 6, 1964. 
She noted that “We are today celebrating this 
resilience and dogged efforts of our founding 
fathers to ensure that Nigerian heritage is 
preserved for posterity and for Nigeria to be 
counted among the comity of developed 
nations priding herself on providing access to 

i n f o r m at i o n  f o r e d u c at i o n ,  re s e a rc h , 
economic and socio-political development as 
expected of a national library of the highest 
standing”  

The National Librarian revealed that “it gives 
me enormous joy to be the pilot of this ship as 
we celebrate this milestone. Casting our 
minds back, it is indisputable that National 
Library of Nigeria like other globally acclaimed 
national libraries has her role cut out for her as 
encapsulated by the pioneer Director –Prof. 
Wh i te .  H o w e v e r t h e  a p p ro a c h  to  i t s 
actualization is changing with the evolution of 
the system, informed by the external and 
internal environmental factors”.

She said “deriving from our foundational 
mandate which is rooted on preservation of 
o u r  n a t i o n ' s  h e r i t a g e ,  s e r v i n g  a s  a 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  c e n t r e  r e l a t i n g  w i t h 
international standard organizations, acting as 
a space for research, education, lifelong 
learning and cultural development, and 
promotion of reading among Nigerians.

As she highlighted some of the achievements 
recorded by the Apex Library in Nigeria from 
inception to date, she said it was a progress 
that reflects the institution's relevance to 
national heritage, worthy of pride among 
Nigerians and deserving of support from 
those who care for the preservation of our 
national memory and intellectual legacy. She 
said the National Library of Nigeria has 
preserved over 5million titles and over 
13million volumes stored in various locations 
all over the country inclusive of 2.5million titles 
and 7.5million volumes of resources of 
Nigerian origin. As a bibliographic centre, a 
total of 1,000,574 and 27,755 International 
Stand  Book and Serials numbers were ard
issued to our publishers respectively.  She 
noted that “we are proud to position that many 
Nigerians and non-Nigerians interested in 
scholarship, education, research, lifelong 
learning including learned gentlemen have 
benefited from the National Library through 
her services at the 34 State branches and the 
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headquarters.  Consequently,  we have 
recorded over 7million unique users and 
32million foot prints”. 

Prof.  Anunobi  a lso revealed that  the 
Organization has had personal engagements 
with over 1million Nigerians on her effort to 
ensure that Nigerians across every age, 
gender, occupation, and class understand and 
embrace the culture of reading towards 
sustainable development. This was achieved 
through the annual readership promotion 
advocacy across the nation, mostly in 
hospitals ,  correct ional  centres ,  sk i l ls 
acquisition centres, motor parks, schools, 
Local Government Secretariat, Palaces of 
Traditional Rulers which transcendent to the 
Heard to Reach Communities from year 2022 
and beyond.

She said it became necessary as Nigeria could 

n o t  l e a v e  a n y b o d y  b e h i n d  i n  h e r 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  e n g a g e m e n t s ;  t h e 
establishment of literacy centres were also 
successful across the nation with the support 
of volunteers in every Local Government 
Councils.

She said with the evolving global technology 
landscape prevalent in the manner of 
information packaging, processing, access 
and retrieval, the National Library of Nigeria 
transited to digital operations and services, 
through her various platforms viz: National 
Virtual  Librar y of  Nigeria ,  National 
Repository of Nigeria, Online Public Access 
Catalogue, Online Index and Abstract to 
Nigeria Newspapers, ISBN/ISSN online , she 
said these would be accessed from the 
National Library of Nigeria website. She added 
that the Institution has also deepened its 
services to the preservation and promotion of 
Nigeria indigenous languages through its 
various programs.

The direction of the Apex Library for the next 
five years – 2025-2030 strategic plans has also 
been unveiled. 

The anniversary has its theme “The Future of 
Libraries in a Digital Age: Preserving Heritage, 
Expanding Access and Engaging Youth” this 
indicates that National Library of Nigeria must 
design education, research and cultural 
development programs that will not only 
attract the youths but transform them as very 
important and valuable asset of this nation. 

The National Librarian stated that henceforth 
Nigerians must accept the fact that National 
Library of Nigeria has become the apex 
repository of Nigeria's wealth of knowledge, 
and used the occasion to acknowledge the 
tireless efforts of every staff member, 
librarians, other stakeholders including 
visionary leaders within and outside this 
country who believed in the transformative 
power of libraries to enlighten minds and uplift 
societies. 

She congratulated every Nigerians on a 60 
years journey in knowledge collection, 
p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f 

NATIONAL LIBRARIAN/CEO
PROF. CHINWE V. ANUNOBI
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information in Nigeria.

Meanwhile in his good will message, virtually, 
the National Librarian of South Africa, Mr. Kepi 
Madumo congratulated the National Library 
of Nigeria in its quest to advancing literacy and 
the promotion of culture, he said this 
significant milestone served as a testament to 
the Library's unwavering dedication to 
safeguarding Nigeria's diverse heritage, 
facilitating knowledge accessibility, and 
nurturing a culture of reading that transcends 
generations within the Nigerian population. 

He said “this table of contents provides a 
co m p re h e n s i v e  g u i d e  to  o u r f a s h i o n 
c ata l o g u e ,  o ff e r i n g  i n s i g ht s  i nto  t h e 
craftsmanship, creativity, and personalized 
services that define our brand”.  He added that 
“the National Library of Nigeria has been a 
pillar of education and intellectual growth, 
ensuring that information remains accessible 
to all. Your institution has played a pivotal role 

in nurturing minds, inspiring curiosity, and 
advancing literacy across the country. Your 
work echoes our shared mission of enriching 
communities, preserving the heritage of our 
nations, and empowering our citizens through 
knowledge”.

H e  n o te d  t h at  “A s  w e  ce l e b r ate  t h i s 
remarkable anniversary with you, we look 
forward to strengthening our relationship as 
sister institutions dedicated to similar ideals. 
Together, may we continue to champion the 
cause of learning, cultural preservation, and 
intellectual empowerment throughout the 
African continent and beyond”. 

Also in her goodwill message, the Director of 
St. Methodius National Library of Bulgaria, 
Prof. Krasimira Alexandrova also extended a 
congratulatory message to the National 
Library of Nigeria, she stated that the Nigerian 
National Library has established it's self as a 
leading cultural and educational centre and a 

FORMER DIRECTOR/ CEO NATIONAL LIBRARY OF NIGERIA
MALLAM HABIB ABBA JATO

DIRECTOR EDUCATION RESOURCE CENTRE FCT
HAJIYA NEEMAT ABDULRAHEEM
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steadfastly pursued its mission of promoting 
literacy, knowledge and a love for books in 
every new generation of Nigerians, quoting 
one of the Nigerian Authors, Chinua Achebe 
who said “books are not just repositories of 
knowledge but sources of imagination and 
vision, they provide us with keys to unlocking 
the worlds around us and connect us with the 
past to understand the future” She added that 
these words resonate with those of the 
Bulgarian literary classic Yordan Yovkov, who 
said “ Books are the light that illuminates the 
darkness of ignorance”  

She said though the two Scholars were 
separated by thousands of kilometres and 
having lived and written in different times, she 
said the words of these two enlightened 
scholars demonstrate how books and 
knowledge can unite nations and lead to a 
deeper understanding of the world, regardless 
of geographical  cultural differences.

She extended the congratulations to the 
entire Nigerians as quoted “please accept 
heartfelt congratulations from your Bulgarian 
Friends at St. Cyril and Methodius  National 
Library of Bulgaria on this anniversary”, she 
said “though nearly five thousand Kilometres 
separate us but distance cannot be an 
obstacle to the cultural bridge we are building, 
happy 6oth anniversary, may this celebration 
mark the beginning of new achievements and 
contributions to the preservation of Nigerian 
culture, knowledge and literary heritage”.

Th e  f o r m e r N at i o n a l  L i b r a r i a n / C h i e f 
E xe c u t i v e  O ffi ce r f ro m  M r s .  O l ay e m i 
Olubunmi Omolayole who served from year 
2000 to 2006 also stated that “Sixty years may 
seem brief in the life of an organization, yet the 
National Library has accomplished so much 
and made significant contributions to the 
development of our nation”.

She commended the Federal Ministry of 
Education for supporting the efforts to 
develop the National Library and also 
extended felicitation to the founding fathers 
for their vision and commitment more 
especially the first two Chief Executives, Dr. 
Simeon Babasanya Aje and Alhaji Muazu H. 

guardian of a literary heritage of Africa's 
largest nation.

She said “your library plays a crucial role in 
providing access to knowledge and culture 
across the country, uniting diverse ethnic and 
cultural communities, your collections of over 
10 million books and documents, including 
numerous rare and valuable editions- from 
unique manuscripts and historical records to 
first edition of Nigerian Authors such as 
“Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe” and 
“The Man died: Prison notes by Wole Soyinka”

She said these remarkable works along with 
important historical documents reflects 
Nigeria's rich and diverse cultural identity and 
showcase it to the world. She noted that “the 
partnership between our National Libraries 
solidified through the Memorandum of 
Understanding and corporation signed in 
2023 in Sofia, Bulgaria are symbolic of the 
friendship between our people, culture and 
literatures.

She added that the National Library of Nigeria 
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Wali, whose passion and unrelenting zeal 
fostered the growth of the National Library. 
May their souls continue to rest in peace”.

She appreciated the various Governing Boards of 
the National Library who deserve commendation 
for ensuring the continuity of the Library. She 
revealed that the efforts of the Chief Executive 
Officers over the years in keeping the library's 
doors opened despite scarce resources were 
highly appreciated.  Her appreciation also went to 
all past and current members of staff, who also 
deserve immense commendation for their 
steadfast pursuit of the institution's goals. 

She said “They are the ones who brought the 
policies and programs to life. I acknowledge the 
supportive roles and cooperation of the Friends of 
the National Library, notably the publishing 
industry”. She said the commitment to Legal 
Deposit continues for National development.

She added that “the responsibilities of the 
National Library are ongoing and require steady 
funding. These include building a library of the 
highest standing, serving as the giant memory of 
the nation, her intellectual storehouse, and the 
data bank for Nigeria's learning and knowledge”. 

She emphasized that a library of such standing 
cannot operate from unsuitable premises. 

Therefore, it is of utmost importance that the 
government aggressively funds the completion of 
the National Library Headquarters building 
without further delay. She said this project is a 
National Monument in the Central Business Area 
in Abuja, which has been under construction for 
about  20 years!  I  appeal  to  the Federal 
Government to complete this building and hand it 
over for use by the nation”.

However, former Director/Chief Executive 
Officer from 2011 to 2016 Mallam Habib Abba 
Jato also in his goodwill message emphasized 
that National Library of Nigeria has a unique 

thhistory as an organization since 6  November, 
1964.He said it started as a Department under 
the Federal Ministry of Information which was 
commissioned by Chief T.O.S Benson a former 
Federal Commissioner of Information to 
Federal Ministry of Education.

He said” this breakthrough came in 1988 when 
the National Library of Nigeria expanded from 
being one Department to seven Departments. 
He added that “Ten (10) years ago, the 
National Library of Nigeria celebrated fifty 
(50) years under my leadership as the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Organization”. He 
noted that 6oth Anniversary was truly a 
milestone that needed to be celebrated with 
library’s pomp and pageantry.
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NATIONAL LIBRARIAN/CEO

PROF. CHINWE V. ANUNOBI

He further stated that “I congratulate the 
National Librarian/Chief Executive Officer, 
P r o f e s s o r  C h i n w e  V .  A n u n o b i ,  h e r 
Management Team and Entire Members of 
Staff for their perseverance in making the 
National Library of Nigeria a better place”.

The Managing Director Havilla Group also in 
his contribution admonished the Nigerian 
Government to take the education sector of 
this country very serious, he said “looking at 
the nature of technological advancement 
going around the globe” without education 
Nigeria will have to struggle to survive, as the 
most populous Nation in the African continent 
it must take a leading step at actualizing the 
development of the entire continent.

He said education could not be successful 
without the primary role libraries play, and 
National Library of Nigeria being the apex 
library must take its rightful place in the 
supervision and regulating the library services 
in the Country. He said this would not be 
achieved unless the National Library is being 
supported and upgraded to match with the 
global standard, he advised the Government 
to speedily complete the headquarters 
building of the National Library of Nigeria 
which served one of the steps to achieving the 
National development.  

So many other stakeholders showered their 
encomiums calling on Government at all 
levels to commit to the development of library 
services in Nigeria.

thHowever the program kicked off on the 19  
November, 2024. The celebration started with 
a program “Lit for Africa Festival” a program 
pioneered by the Kyreton Nigeria Limited 
which partnered with the National Library of 
Nigeria to improve the love for reading culture 
amongst Nigerians.  The event invited 
stakeholders,  Authors and Publishers 
including Librarians and School Teachers who 
charted a way forward in the successful 
discharge of library services in Nigeria.
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The National Librarian, Professor Chinwe Veronica Anunobi has called on the Government and 
all stakeholders to consider a speedy completion of the Headquarters building of National 
Library of Nigeria under construction located adjacent the National Mosque at the Central 
Business Area of the Federal Capital Territory, FCT Abuja.

She made the call during a Road walk which she personally led from the Temporary building 
belonging to Sanusi Dantata to the permanent building project at the Central Business District, 

thAbuja on 19  November, 2024, she said she led the road walk in commemoration of the 
thNational Library of Nigeria 60  anniversary in order to showcase the milestone of the Institution 

to the general public.

She appealed to the Government and 
the stakeholders to consider completion 
of the building in order to preserve 
heritage of this country, she said she was 
optimistic that the new Minister of 
education Dr. Tunji Alausa would leave 
no stone un-turned in improving the 
educational sector and complete the 

PROF. ANUNOBI CALLS FOR SPEEDY COMPLETION
OF THE NLN HEADQUARTERS BUILDING 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

NATIONAL LIBRARIAN/CEO
PROF. CHINWE V. ANUNOBI
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National Library of Nigeria headquarters 
building which is under construction within 
which has been moribund since 2006.

The building which was conceived by the 
former President Olusegun Obasanjo 
administration of having an edifice to preserve 
the nation's heritage, consist of eight storey 
building with two basements located at the 
heart of the nation's Federal Capital Territory 
FCT Abuja, however, she noted that after the 
O b a s a n j o  a d m i n i s t r at i o n ,  s u cce s s i v e 

g o v e r n m e n t s  h a v e  d o n e  l i t t l e  o r  n o 
meaningful contributions toward the project.

She said that the building is well positioned 
and well structured to take care the heritage 
of this country but quick to lament that not 
much has been done, only 48% completed, 
she expressed optimism that “by the time it is 
completed we are hopeful we are going to 
preserve the heritage that is scattered all over 
this country”
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AKWA IBOM STATE  BRANCH

The event witnessed in attendance, a total of 82 members, in 46 females and 36 males, including 
SIWES Students of Library and information Science Department, University of Uyo, members of 
GOLDEN BRAINS BOOK CLUB, Of the National Library of Nigeria, Uyo. Staff of the state Library 
Board and their Library users,Authors and publishers were not left out.The  event took place at the 
State Library Board Headquarters Udotung Ubo Street Uyo,  chaired by the Head State Library Board, 
Comrade Edidiong Hanson , accompanied by the Head, Abak LGA Divisional Library, Mr 
lbanga.THEME OF THE YEAR'S ANNIVERSARY, The Future of Libraries In A Digital Age: Preserving 
Heritage, Expanding Access, And Engaging Youth The Head Abak Division,a researcher, authors, a 
publisher, and   Librarians who attended the event gave goodwill messages to grace the occasion.

CELEBRATED  NATIONAL LIBRARY 
@60 ANNIVERSARY 
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Road-walk With Flyers To Sensitize Our Community Nln @60

IMO State Branch
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KANO STATE BRANCH
CELEBRATED  NATIONAL LIBRARY 

@60 ANNIVERSARY 

1. The branch made an exhibition of National Library publications  throughout the 

period of the celebration

. 

2. School children from two schools totaling two hundred were invited to partake in the 

programme by engaging them in practical computer training at the e library.

3. An elaborate banner was printed and displayed at the branch entrance informing the 

general public of the celebration.

Sign HOB KANO

The following reports were recorded.
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ADAMAWA STATE 
Branch Statistics For NLN @ 

60th Grand Finale are as follows : 

The National Library of Nigeria Adamawa State Branch celebrated 6th decades of its existence in Yola. Series 

of activities were carried out in celebration of the 

giant store house of knowledge. These include 

Radio talk show  with Adamawa State 

Broadcasting Corporation on the 14th November 

2024. Highlighting  the key functions Of NLN 

and it's  impact to the community of users , 

exhibition of NLN publications  and historical 

informational resources which attract the 

community of users. Among personalities that 

graced the occasion include Assistant Professor 

from  American University of Nigeria Adamawa 

state Mr Richards Kamai ,Polytechnic Librarian 

Mrs Minakaro and other dignitaries. .Roadwalk  

was also done  showcasing  the existence of 

NLN@60.

Theme: The future of Libraries In A Digital Age:Preserving Heritage,

Expanding Access, And Engaging Youth.
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REPORT OF NLN @60th 
ANNIVERSARY  HELD IN 

60TH ANNIVERSARY  
CELEBRATION EVENTS: 

STATISTICS OF ATTENDANCE FOR 
BAUCHI STATE BRANCH. 

 STUDENTS = 197 (Male= 94. (Female = 103)            
 TEACHER=  6 
( Male =3) ( Female = 3)     
 DIGNITARIES = 12
Male=117) 
Head, Bauchi State Branch (Female=122) . Total= 239
submitted by : Ngorngor R.O Head, Bauchi State Branch
Photos of activities speaks

1. Prayers in church and mosque to express appreciation to God

2. Radio live talk show @ Bauchi Global FM.

3. Exhibition of pictorial pictures of the past and present leaders 

4. Road walk accompanied by Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC)

 from Bauchi State Branch office to Bauchi State Government House.

BAUCHI STATE BRANCH. 
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