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Prof. Ali Ma;zrui (left) witfl.wiEmir of Kazaure, Alhaji Najib Hussein Adamu at the 30th anniversary lecture in honour f late General

Murtala Muhammed in Kano... yesterday.

ouse of Representa-
tives member, Hon.
Uche Onyeagucha,

has disclosed that he was ap-
proached by canvassers to
support the third term cam-
paign for President Obasanjo.

In an exclusive chat with
‘Daily Trust, Hon.
‘Onyeagucha representing
‘Owerri federal constituency,
* said he was also aware of
‘other legislators “who have
been approached and have
isuccumbed to the induce-
‘ments.”

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

“T'would Tike to say that if
every other legislator has
been denying that he has been
approached by the third term
crusaders, you can now go to
the market, go to the street
and say you know of a legis-
lator who has been ap-
proached.”

The lawmaker however
refused to mention names of
those whom he alleged ap-
proached him.

Three bodies found
in Kaduna river

hree decomposed bod-
I ies were yesterday dis-

covered in Kaduna af-
ter being washed ashore by
the River Kaduna along the
Western bye-pass express-
way.

The bodies were all muti-
lated with vital parts missing,
leading to suspicious that the
deceased were victims of
ritual killings.

Two of the discovered
bodies under the bridge on
River Kaduna had their heads
severed and were in a high
state of decomposition while

From AbdulRaheem Aodu,
Correspondent (Kaduna)

the third body had the eyes
and other vital organs miss-
ing. It is uncertain where they
were killed or when they were
dumped into the river, but eye
witnesses believe they were
victims of ritual killers and
might have been dumped into
the river before being
washed ashore.

Efforts to speak with the
divisional ‘police eofficer at
Cont. on Pg. 2
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“I will leave that for an-
other day because the battle
is still a long one.”

He also refused to divulge
further details of how he was
approached and the amount
he was offered.

“I was approached to sup-
port the third term and I
turned it down. That is all I
can say. I turned it down vig-
orously with all the strength
and vigour I could muster.
Details of that would be left
for the battle in Phillipi,” he
said.

Also, attempts to get Hon.
Onyeagucha to mention
names of other legislators
approached with a similar de-
mand met a brickwall.

“Iam a lawyer and [ know
that confession is only used
against the man who has
made the confession. So I'm
only talking about myself for
now.

“I will wait for others who
have the courage to talk for
themselves. But quote me, I
have been approached and I
turned it down and I know of
so many who have been ap-
proached and they accepted.

“Very close friends of
mine across the length and
breadth of this country who
have accepted to support. it
from. the North-West, North-
Central, South-South, North-

Pic: Musa Umar Kazaure.

East and every other place,”
he said.

The legislator described
groups such as Northern
Members Forum and the
Northern Senators Forum as
insincere, adding that such
groups are “peopled by hypo-
crites who say one thing in
public and do something else

Phone bills
may go up

here may soon be

I an increase in the tariff

charged for telephone

calls in the country as a re-

sult of multiple taxes charged

telecommunications opera-

tors by government at differ-
ent tiers and their agencies.

The chairman of the
CDMA Forum, an association
of companies using CDMA
telecommunications technol-
ogy in Nigeria and executive
director of the Multi-links
Telecommunications Limited,
Mr. Ezekiel Fatoye, who gave
the warning while speaking
with Daily Trust in Abuja yes-
terday, said telecomm compa-
nies in the country are faced
with tax challenges from vari-
ous tiers of government and
agencies.

The most recent of such
tax, Fatoye said, is the tower
and mast taxes introduced by
some state governments and
the Nigerian Civil Aviation

I was approached for 3rd

in secret.”

Onyeagucha said he can-
not trust state governors not
to renege on their commit-
ment to constitutionality.

Similarly, he mentioned
his lack of faith in the public
hearings on the amendment
of the constitution, stressing
that it will be a charade and a

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter

Authorlty (N

He said in the case of

Lagos state, already a law was
passed but not yet imple
mented which proposed that
every tower and mast in the
state should attract N1500 per
metre a year and each dish on
the tower will attract N60,000
per annun, depending on the
height of the tower.

He said the Lagos state
government has pioneered
such tax, and was followed by
the NCAA which said that for
each tower, the companies
must pay N500,000 per annum.

He said just last week, the
Federal Capital Territory Ad-
ministration intended to im-
pose the same charges on
towers and masts ranging
between one and three million
naira per annum.

Cont. on Pg. 2
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waste of funds.

“I do not have any faith
in the public hearings be-
cause I attended one before

becoming a legislator.
Cont. on Pg. 2

...It’s invitation to
violence - Gov Kalu

bia state governor, Dr.
Orji Uzor Kalu, has
internationalised his

opposition against President
Obasanjo’s third term agenda,
declaring yesterday in Abuja
that any attempt to amend the
1999 constitution to provide
for tenure extension would be
an invitation to trouble.

He spoke with reporters
shortly on arrival from the
United States where accord-
ing to his Deputy Chief of
Staff, Mr. Chuka Odom, he
met with Secretary of State,
Ms. Condolezza Rice, Chair-
man and members of the Sen-
ate Committee on African Af-
fairs as well as members of the
Commonwealth Office'in Lon-
don.

He said the 1999 consti-

By Sufuyan OjElfO,
Special Correspondent

tution should be left the way
it is until 2007 when a new
government can begin the
process of amendment.

“To me there is nothing

wrong with the 1999 consti-
tution. Anybody trying to
amend it is just trying to look
for trouble because the 1999
constitution is very clear. The
problem is with the people
running the constitution.
“The only thing that can
be amended in the constitu-
tion is to give the South-East
one extra state so that every

Cont. on Pg. 2
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Between 1999 and 2003,
Senator Ike Nwachukwu was
in-charge of the committee
that toured the South-East on
this same issue.

He further decried the
rush with which the Mantu
committee is undertaking the
constitutional amendment,
maintaining that it was part of
the plan to manipulate the
process and introduce the

 third term plot

: zone will have six states but
. we can leave it till after 2007.

- But we want every member of
 this nation to take a political

note of it. This is the kind of
issues people are supposed

- to be discussing and not the
- 1ssue of tenure.

“Obasanjo has done his
best and he should allow our
generation to continue. There
might be policy continuation
but there has to be human-

- to-human transition. I am say-

ing that eight years for the
executive is over and we
should do person-to-person
transition. Whatever my
party likes to do, I want to
assure you there will be hu-
man-to-human transition un-

‘less they want to cause
‘ trouble because here is not

Togo; it is not™.
He stated that Nigeria’s

: transition in 2007 was very

crucial to both the'nation and

. the international community,

stressing “that will be our

 turning point. This is why it
‘is very essential for every-
- body to be very careful with
‘what we are going to do be-
 cause if we are not, it may mar
- or make the country.

“I want all my colleagues

and all people who love de-
i mocracy to allow this turning
pomt fast so that we will be a

Three bOdleS Cont. from pg. 1

Rigasa and Kakuri divisional

olice headquarters proved

- abortive.

Kaduna state police com-

- mand public relations officer,
i Sa’ad Yahaya, was also not
- forthcoming as he refused to

pick his calls when Daily Trust
rang his mobile phones to
seek confirmation.

However, a police detec-

‘ tive, Mr. Afolabi Adeyemi,

- said the police received ara- i~
- dio call from the state police |
- headquarters yesterday di- !
 recting them to visit the scene
- where the decomposed bod-

- ies were found.

: “When we came here, we
- saw the two headless bodies- |

artially washed on the rock,

Most residents spoken to

by Daily trust believe this is -
just one out of the numerous
- evil acts that are perpetrated
‘along that expressroad par-

ticularly between Abuja junc-
. N2 million for their mast™

tion and Bakin Ruwa.
“I came here to see if it is

. my brother Sylvester Kantyok
- that was found. He left home
- and boarded a cab from Abuja

Junetion'to Kawo sinee Sun-

ddy( a;e‘SterdA) Y, we are yet to
se¢ 0

‘héar from h\m o Baba

- so we moved them out of the :
.river. They must have been
: dead for at least a month con-
‘ sidering the state of decom- |
- position.
i “We also learnt that an- !
- other fresh body was found
: and removed from the Rigasa
- end of the river,” he added.

“The Mantu committee |
was not set up yesterday. |

That committee was set up at
the inception of this Assem-
bly in 2003. So, if they genu-
inely and honestly wanted to
amend the constitution, they
could have done that in 2004
or 2005.

“But becausc there is a
hidden agenda in the whole
project, that is why it is com-
mg up r now,’ hc sald

Kalu Cont. from pg. 1

democratic country”.

Reacting to a question on |
whether or not there is va- |

cancy in Aso Rock, Kalu said,

“Well, what I want to do is |
contest an election. There is |
vacancy because by that |
time, we would have done |
eight years and it will be time- |

bound and constitutionally

iimit-bound. Even if any other !

person wants to contest, I will
put my box therc.”

“It is a matter of choice.
Nigerian people must make a

choice. I want to assure you |
nobody will rig the election |
it will cause a lot of |

again;
uproar in this country. My
generation will not take it.

“It is about generational |
change. We are not going to
take 1t any longer that any- |
body will come and mortgage |

our future. It will not happen
again in this country”.

The decision of gover-
nors to support constitutional
amendment with the aim of |
pushing through tenure ex-
tension, he said, will amount
to challenging God.

“We have a covenant with |

God and the people of Nige- |
ria and we must keep to that |
covenant. These people must |

respect the covenant with
God and the covenant with
the people

an elderly man told Daily
Trust.

“Yesterday night at about
9pm, I was on my way from
Nasarawa to Bakin Ruwa, on

my return, I found a corpse |
by the side of the road. I saw |

some cement blocks around
him but since it was late |
sped off,” Sadiq Abduimalik,

a commercial motor-cycle op-

erator at Nasarawa said.

Daily Trust
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From Ieft Former Minister of Information, Prince Tony Mnmoh £ hatrman House Committee on Media and Publicity,
| Hon. Abike Dabiri and Deputy Chairman, Hon. Abdulazeez King during the training workshop for journalists on positive
reportage held in Abu]a. vesterday.

Ban on Hisbah: Kano sues FG

he Kano state gov-
ernment has insti-
tuted a suit at the
Supreme Court against the
federal government chal-
lenging the recent ban of the
Hisbah Board law alleged to
maintain peace, order and
good governance in Kano
| state.
The action is coming on
' the heels of the recent press

. briefing by the Inspector
. General of Police, Mr. Sun-
' day Ehindero where he
5 characterised the activities

of the Bakkasi boys in Abia

Phone Cont. from pg. 1

He said in other countries,
the call tariffs are less com-
. pared to Nigeria, saying that
- high cost of doing business
coupled with the multiple
taxes has become the primary
factors that will make Nigeri-
ans pay more on calls in fu-
ture if care is not taken.

Fatoye said the fear is that
every state government or

- even local governments will

use this opportunity to intro-
duce the same taxes in their
own locality which at the end

. of the day, will become a huge

burden on the operators.
He said the problem has

started moving to community”

levels, “where in Lagos, some
area boys have started threat-
ening Globacom to pay up to

He said the operators
have since presented their
case to government for pos-
sible intervention in order to
curtdil the Situation.

He said in order to stop
the problem., there must be a

early last year, the federal

government challenged the ' 1,16 5 declaration that the
Lagos state government in a
Lagos court asking it to stop

the state introduced tax sys- :

tem on the telecomm compa-
nies.

Daily Trust learnt that the
Lagos state won the case as
a result of which the state’s

lawmakers passed the new |

law.

In his response on the is-
sue yesterday, the executive
secretary, Nigerian Invest-
ment Promotion Commission
(NIPC), Engineer Mustafa

Bello, said his agency will do | s Tewirars vatid- tewsal;

everything possible to ensure
that the investors’ right is pro-
tected.

He said the issue of mul-
tiple taxes'is Gnly diﬂwuraw—
ihg’ more ' {Orefint Diredt
vestmeﬁt mn t’hg. Lounn‘y '

By Ruby Rablu,
Senior Reporter

state and Hisbah in Kano as
illegal and contravenes the
1999 constitution.

The police boss an-
nounced that he intends to
clamp down massively on
both outfits.

He urged the two re-
spective governments to
respect the provisions of
the constitution and imme-
diately disband the two ille-
gal outfits or be faced with
arrest and prosecution.

The Kano state govern-

i ment filing its document
one-stop policy that will |
categorise clearly that for you
to do business here, no one
must ask you to pay anything. of summons to the Attorney
It would be recalled that |

through the Attorney
General’s office, in its writ

General of the Federation,
is asking the apex court to

Hisbah which has an en-
abling law in Kano state, was
legally made by the state

. House of Assembly, dully

assented to by the governor
and is legal, lawful and con-
stitutional.

The state is also asking

. for a declaration that the
- group was established to

keep peace, order and good
government in the state so

legal and constitutional.
The government also
sought a declaration that the
zHisbahiwas made, in. accor-

datfcé with/the -powers

vested in the state’s House
of Assembly by the provi-
sions of section 4[6] and 7
of the 1999 constitution and
was assented to-by the gov-
ernor of the state in accor-
dance with the constitution.

They also want the court
to declare that the federal
government and all its
agents have no powers nor
authority to declare as un-
constitutional, the Hisbah
law without a court order or
pronouncement to that ef-
fect and so the Hisbhah law
remains valid, extant and
operative until it has been
otherwise declared by a
court.

Kano state is asking for
an order restraining all
agents of the federal govern-
ment, especially the police,
from disturbing, stopping,
disrupting or in any manner
whatsoever, stopping the
implementation of the
Hisbah.

They are also praying the
court to restrain the police
from arresting, harassing or
intimidating any person who
is lawfully executing the
laws of Hisbah and also an
order stopping the arrest and
prosecution of any of the

officials of the state carry-

ing out the Hisbah law.

In their statement of
claims, the Kanorstate gov-
ernfienit 'averred ‘that in
2003 they had laid down a

l '( iy

Pic: Felix Onigbinde.

bill before the state Assem-
bly to enact as law, the ac-
tivities of Hisbah and that
after adherence to the con-
stitution, they had passed it
and sent it to the governor
for his assent which he did
on November 7, 2003

The plaintiff alleged that
sometime in 2005, the
president wrote a letter to
them expressing his con-
cern over the activities of
the Hisbah to which the
governor replied him to al-
lay his fears.

They denied allegations
that the Hisbah had sought
foreign assistance from
Libya and Iran to train as a
terrorist group which he
described as a calculated
attempt to bring friction
between them and the fed-
eral government.

g L )'l
—i3 r

Governor Shekaran
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*FG sets up c’ttee
* PAN criticises N250 per chicken

ear has gripped resid-

ents of Plateau state

over the discovery of
the deadly bird flu in the state
as many have now aband-
oned the consumption of chi-
cken and other poultry
products.

Many: people who hith-
erto consumed chicken disc-
losed that hey have stopped
the habit for fear of being
infected by the bird flu virus.

A housewife, Mrs. Aisha
Aliyu, asserted that, “for me
and my family, no more

Daily Trust

INCWS

Bird flu: Fear grips Plateau

From Rakiya A. Muhammad, Jos,
Lawal Ibrahim, Kassina, Nasir Imam & Joe Oroye, Abuja.

chicken and eggs till further
notice.”

Also, Mr. Danjumah
Musa, a businessman said it
is better for him to avoid
eating chicken than contra-
cting the disease, adding
“after all, there arc altern-
atives to chicken. Why must
I put my life at risk just
because I want to eat
chicken? No way.”

Poultry farmers and

FG grants tax relief
to 24 companies

¢ federal government
has presented pioneer
status certificates to 24
companies that qualified as
pioneer services and or
products in the country.
With the presentationef
the certificates, beneficiary

Senate’ll defend
the constitution

— Nnamani

By Habeeb L. Pindiga

SéhatéPresideht, Senator

Ken Nnamani, yeste-
rday in Abuja said the
. upper chamber will defend
. the constitution and demo-
- cratic tenets in “matters of
grave national importance.”
He spoke while declaring
0(1)_en a one-day capacity bui- |
lding worksho
| Ana {Sis and Research Proj- |
ect (PARP) in conjunction

with the House of Repr- | 10! € S
 Rainbownet Limited, Sun and

esentatives Committee on
Media and Public Affairs.

“I can confidently state
that in matters of grave nati-
onal importance, Nigerians
believe that this Senate will
stand firm on the side of the
law, on the side of the
constitution and democratic
governance,” Nnamani said.

Represented at the event
by senate’s spokesman,

. Senator Victor Ndoma-Egba, |
| the senate president said the

legislature and the press are
watchdogs of democracy.

: He vowed that the senate
will do its own part to defend
the system and sought
collaboration with the media

 to achieve this.

“It is clearly evident that
the press and tﬁe legislature

. play important roles to pro-

 tect the rights of the citizens
in the republic and cons-
olidate good governance.

 The second estate of the

‘ realm [plays its role through

| formal procedures while the

. fourth estate impacts on the

| state by informal procedures.

i “Whereas the power

. exercised by the legislature

 is official; that of the press is

- unofficial. But, not withst-

- anding the defence, a better
collaboration is required of

 the estates if democracy will

. flourish,” he added.

{ - Those whodpresented

. papers at yesterday’s event

. include former Minister of

‘Information and culture,
Prince Tony Momoh and -
consummate journalist, Dr.
Reuben ~Abati of the

’Guardi}an‘»_ AL WOV

for National |

By Hamisu Muhammad, |

Business Reporter

companies stand to enjoy tax | E
relief of five years maximum. |
The companies include; |

Karflex Fisheries Limited,
British American Tobacco

Agronomy Limited, Multi- |
Links Telecommunications, |

Dana Pharmaceutical Limited,
MINL Limited, Benue Bre-
wery and Champion brewery.
Others are West Afican
Portland Cement Plc, African
Steel Mills, Sara Foods Limi-
ted, Amioun Stcel Limited,
Zenith Construction, Integ-
rated Dairy Farm, Bel Impex,
Glass Force Limited,
Pentacles Nigerian limited
and Glass Force Limited.

Also, Prime Nigerian |
i Wood Products Company,

Superior Metal Manuf-
acturing Company, Dufil
Prima Foods Limited, Sunflag
Steel Nig. Limited, Haruna
HolisticWelfare services Nig.,

Sand Industries Limited are
among the beneficiaries.

Presenting the certificates
yesterday, the executive secr-
etary of the Nigerian Inves-
tment Promotion Commi-
ssion (NIPC), Mr. Mustafa
Bello, said the decision is part
of the effort to build confi-
dence through closer intera-
ction with existing investors.

He said the pioneer status
is one of the key incentives
to stimulate and encourage
investors to expand their
businesses.

He explained that the |

incentive is derived from
Nigeria’s industrial policy
which seeks to promote and
encourage activities that

government believes would |

lead to a Nigeria that is fully
industrialized.

In 2004,the federal exec- |

utive council had approved
pioheer status to companies

rism, real estate development
and utility services. The
present number of companies
enjoying pioneer status in
the country is now 69.
Responding, some of the
representatives of recipient
companies said the gesture
will go a long way to attract
more investment in to the
country and urged the federal
govertiment to .d6 more'to
proyide-a eonducive enviro-
nment for business in the
Gl = WU - o

others in the poultry busi-
ness are worse hit by this
sudden change in attitude.

. At the chicken market in
Jos, a trader lamented that
people are now afraid to come
close to them, not to mention
buying the birds.

However, the Plateau
state Committee on Bird Flu
set up by Governor Joshua
Dariye, last week following
the discovery of the deadly

. virus in the state, assured the
Eubllc that they have not-

ing to fear.
hairman of:=the

- committee, Dr. Elvis Chinke,
. who said control measures

have been put in place,
assured that the committee
will continue to monitor
progress until the disease is

controlled.

Dr. Chinko urged poultry
farmers, and the puglic to
continue to take interim
measures to check the spread
of the virus.

Such measures, he said,
include the use of protective
clothing such -as hand
gloves, washing of hands
and other parts which come
in contact with birds or
poultry and proper disposal
of burnt birds and feathers.

Meanwhile, the Poultry
Association of Nigeria,
Katsina state chapter, has
kicked against the N250
compensation the federal
government set it will pay
poultry farmers for each bird
infected with bird flu.

Speaking through their
chairman shortly after the
association’s meeting in
Katsina, Alhaji Kabir Faskari,
said an average layer sells for
N1,300 and appealed to the
federal government to
increase the compensation.

However, the federal
government will today inaug-
urate a public enlightenment

it :

committee on the recent
outbreak of avian inflpenza
in some parts of the country.

A statement from the
office of the Minister of
Agriculture and Rural
Development, signed by his
Chief Press Secretary, g 0.
Ajakaiye, said the minister
approved the constitution of
the committee which has Mr.
C. K. Alabi, Director, Pro-
duction, Publication and
Documentation in the
Federal Ministry of Inform-
ation as chairman.

The statement said the
committee’ mandate is to
design and implement an
effective nationwide pub-
licity campaign that will
enlighten the general public
on all issues relating to the
disease.

Other members of the
committee include represe-
ntatives of the Federal Min-
istries of Health, Finance, the
National Planning Comm-
ission and the National
Orientation Agency (NOA).

Others include represe-
ntatives of the Nigeria

Television Authority (NTA),
Federal Radio Corporation of
Nigeria (FRCN), Daily Trust
and ThisDay newspapers.

President Obasanjo com-
mended the World Bank for
its assistance in the fight
against bird flu in some parts
of the country.

Receiving a delegation of
the International Finance
Corporation (IFC) and the
World Bank at the presi
dential villa yesterday, the
president said as soon as the
report of the outbreak was
received, it immediately
swung into action by setting
up well-equipped labora
tories to serve Nigeria and
the sub-region in checking
the spread of the disease.

President Obasanjo also
commended IFC’s involven
ent in the country’s economy
and assured the new IFC’s
exec-utive vice president of
the administration’s comm
tment to uphold accoun
tability and transparency in
its reform programmes.

ational chairman of the
All Progressive Grand
Alliance . (APGA),

i Chief Chekwas Okorie, said

yesterday that the party has
opened alliance talks with the
Alliance for Democracy
(AD), for the 2007 general
elections.

Speaking with Daily Trust
on phone from Enugu, Okorie
said the talks have reached
an advanced stage and that

r. Ali Mazrui has
observed that Nigeria has
been less productive of char-
ismatic national leadership
than most other post-
colonial countries in Africa.

“On the contrary, this
flamboyant country has had
a genius for producing a
disproportional number of
dignified but self-efficient
chiefexecutive (with the pos-
sible exception of Murtala
Mohammed and Ibrahim

Babangidd),”? e told the
gathering oENigerian lgaders
and international scholars in

“Kang yesterday.

—L: Chris Dugébn, the Canadian High Comm
University, at the interaction session on Religious Pluralism: The Canadian experience, organised by Muslim/Christian
. Dialogue Forum, held in Kaduna ...recently.

2007: APGA, AD in alliance talks on consensus candidate

Nigeria lacks charismatic

he world renown
i rofessor of history,
in the information and comm- |
unication technology, tou- |

By Sufuyan Ojeifo ,
. (Special Correspondent) |
a three-man committee forum
of APGA met with a three-
man committee of the AD.
The APGA team was led by
Chief Benji Auru while former
Ekiti state governor, Chief
Niyi Adebayo led the AD
team.
He said a draft memora-
ndum of understanding,

issioner, Imam Muhammaa

containing the views of both
ga;ties on the alliance is
eing harmonised.. .. . » -

korie said they expect
two or three more parties to
be part of the alliance before
the agreement could be
signed, pointing out that,
“we were looking at the All
Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPP), until they had this
leadership problem. Even, if
they did not have problems,

. Ashafa and Dr. Umar Turgay of McGill

From Musa Umar Kazaure, Kano

Professor Mazrui, who
was the guest speaker at the
30" memorial anniversary of
late General Murtala Moha-
mmed, noted that the prom-
inent leadership in Africa are
mobilization and reconc-
iliatory. The former, he said,
the leaders aspire to arouse
the masses and stimulate

opular enthusiasms. In the

ater, leaders seek to build
bridges by contending forces
and conflicting interest.

o 2o . seme extont; hp sy,
Murtala Mohammed , was
probably.a mobilizatiop lea-
der but fell short of being a

leader —Mazruif

2 . . (MRDD), which is seeking
charismatic figure because a |
fusion had not yet been achi- |
eved between personality |
and situation, probably also |

due to his short tenure as a |
. the MRDD are the ones in
. the Action Congress of

leader.

The erudite scholar noted
with-dismay that the most
persistent of all social and
political pathologies of Africa
as a whole is corruption,
adding that some African
countries suffer from law and
order problems while others
suffer from acute proneness
to militarization with the
armed forces constantfy
mtervening 1in. civilian
politics. ~

Pix: Shehu K. Goro

we did not trust the national
chairman, Chief Don Etiebet.
. .~‘But once the leadership

lem 1s resolved, particu-
arly now that they have
resolved to sort themselves
out at their National Exec-
utive Committee (NEC),
meeting on March 30, this
f'ear, it is a party that we will
ike to consider going into
alliance with”.

He listed other parties
being considered for the allia-
nce to include the Movement
for the Restoration and De-
fence® of Democracy

registration with the Indepe-
ndent National Electoral
Commission (INEC).

“But we also understand
that the same personalities in

Democrats (ACD). Maybe,
it is the ACD that we will be
talking with”, he added
Okorie explained that the
desire ofAPC?A to produce a
presidcntial candidate in 2007
‘remains sacrosanct and that
is why we are not into merger
but alliance; we will present
our presidential candidate
and others wil{ present (ficies
and we will meetin the 1ieid,”
heshids=>o











































































































































