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Our concerted .efforts are directed towards 
the followings:- •
• Build more power stations with a good mix of hydro and 

thermal.
• Extend the transmission lines to the length and breath of the 

country.
• Improve the distribution network by installing more equip­

ment so as to change from radar to mesh system.
in’^ns'fv the Rural Electrification scheme to cover the nooks w” »--• - . .ho Nanv...
andoannies of Nigeria .he Imp-oved .eM=.

Designed by Public Relations Department. NEPA

Through well trained and dedicated personnel,?* aV?#0*?™ 
date technology, the NATIONAL ELECTRIC P'itsed outlooK- 

is set to meet the challenges of its commercta
nitals and Loc

. Electrify oil the new state co Electricity Meter
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Tbe Nation
Which way forward

Participants at the 
Arewa House workshop 
on the state of the Ni­
geria nation deliberate 
on the way out of the 
national crisis

The miultl-mllllon Naira Sultan Bello Mosque at 
Unguwar Sarki, Kaduna was declared open last 
Friday, February, 4 by the Emir of Kano, Alhaji Ado 
Bayero, on behalf of the Sultan of Sokoto. Alhaji 
Ibrahim Dasuki.

The ceremony was attended by thousands of 
muslimt/mma across the country. Work on the 
mosque started about 10 years ago, but was only 
completed in 1993, with the help of a generous 
contribution by Alhaji Abdulwahab lyanda 
Folawiyo, the Boba Addin' of Nigeria.
Citizen, January 17,1994

COVER STORY
~ I The North

| One big monster
Southern media propa­
ganda has placed the 
north on the defensive in 
the run-up to the 
constitutional confer- 
'ence. Now. the backlash 
has begun
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A recent visitor to our Kaduna office ob­
served that the editorial board of Citizen was
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of Nelson Mandela.
course. ... Rouble up as

For which reason !  Tawcy ZaldtaEditor until Billsisu return- ef
goes to Lagos as Bureau  Kaduna 
remain there. Kabiru lSS^ vear. 
when he returns later in the .

7■-- - z-i

.''7“ ■precisely is what the rest of Ni-eria andStrate-
sfindmgout.ForlongregardedasopXed ^M ^J^insd a„d
-o holding a national conference, the north I the Nall0nal J. ..., . ,>d at Kuru. and
suddenly began issuing the counter-charge '^'^u^^has alreadv rey,‘?f time 017 liie traUf 
Caution, the traditional hallmark of north- «• ?lkibU 1 Whiles away171- „ m itere — °f 

,iempoliUcswasliabletobe.andhadind«d I
(been, interpreted as political cowardice. The 

j (north decided it was time to abandon it.
I This forced some of its accusers to beat a 

ijhasty retreat and others to even question 
j whether the conference should hold now 
i that the north has begun asking for it.
I Is all this posturing for the conference or 
| is the north holding an ace up its sleeve? j Mahmud Jega tried to find out. His report is 
I our cover this week.
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Abbas G. Idriss
3_. Kanta Road, Kaduna

Alhaji Usman Sani Sami 
Kaduna 

------------------------------- ©

Sodangi A. Danso 
Abuja

Legacy o£ princesses in
Zazzau emirate

Sir,
The cmirship of Ja'afaru is now 

history, but the curiosity of it is still 
abundantly around in Zaria, as since 
Ja’afaru’s ascendancy to the throne 
only grand children were able to 
become emirs of Zazzau.

The current list of hopefuls to the 
Zana throne is dominated by dis­
tant princes whose natural fathers 
were never emirs. Ordinarily, one 
would not have taken them seri­
ously since female children in Hausa 
tradition of rulers seldom give birth 
to offsprings who aspire to be emirs 
unless their fathers are also of royal 
blood.

Palace watchers are now trying 
to concoct some historical analogies 
to suggest that the house of Bakwa, 
as the Zana palace is known to the 
royalists, was destined to be occu­
pied by decedents of the king's 
daughters. They also recall how a 
daughter of the king of Turunku 
Bakwa, Princess Zariya founded a 
new capital for her father and went 
on to build the city walls as well as 
the new palace. In appreciation, her 
father Bakwa named the new capi­
tal after her, and the palace she built 
for him has continued to serve as the 
scat of power in Zaria for many 
centuries. The glory of Zazzau, 
people argue therefore, is the heri­
tage of daughters. The two adven­
turer-princesses Amina and Zariya 
must have prayed in favour of grand­
children and female daughters* chil­
dren. If such a prayer were actually 
said and have now been finally an­
swered, it would not be surprising if 
the seat of Zaria traditional ruler­
ship would continue to be the goal 
and achievement of many a grand­
child of some royal parents.

Idris Abdullahi 
Zaria Qty

LETTERS =
i Ele: The death o£ SAP 
Sir,

The 1987 World Bank report, a 
year after the introduction of the 
dreaded SAP, showed that there 
was no evidence of growth and the 
country suffered a 16 per cent fall in 
Gross National Income (GNI), a three 
per cent fall in gross domestic prod­
ucts (GDP), 18.5 per cent fall in per 
capital income and a further 50 per 
cent drop in terms of trade. In short, 
the only achievement according to 
that report was a 35 per cent reduc­
tion in imports —which later 
changed.

Thank God for the death of SAP. 
Adieu.

the NBA 
and Nigeria

—------------------------- --------------- ©
nuatfioiniaX conference

Sir,
All the advocates of the so-called 

national ques tionarcmisleadingmil- 
lions of Nigerians a way from a genu­
ine understanding of the solution to 
their problems namely indiscipline, 
corruption and underdevelopment.

The whole scenario, it seems, is a 
Yoruba strategy to hijack national 
leadership at all costs and by all 
means This is buttressed by a 
Yoruba columnist who wrote in the 
Niynhin Tribune of December 22, 
1993 "what the (Yoruba) people are 
saying is that God did not create 
Nigeria. That Nigeria was a creation 
of the British now hijacked by the 
northern interest groups to fend for 
themselves and their surrogates to 
the impoverishment of (he rest."

The point must be made clear at 
this stage that the northci. peoples 
have no iear of separation or disinte­
gration of the Nigerian union in 
whatever name called So as we 
approach the D-day we must bear in 
mind that our gain in staying to­
gether is mutual trust as our losses 
will be In this regard, when and if 
the conference holds, no part of this 
uuntry must be forced against its

Letters to Citizen, carrying names, sign* 
addressed to Letters Page.Cit./cn.G ll Lngir

Citizen, February 7,1994

will to remain as part of the federa- I have called for his head at all cost, 
tion. The south-west or any sub- I a Dance
nationality can be allowed to go if 
they so wish. This is the best path 
towards lasting peace and develop­
ment.

1993: A year to remember
I Sir,

What seems to be a surprise to 
most people especially those who 
are usually led by their noses i<= the 
appointment of key advocates of 
June 12 mandate in the cabinet of the 
present military regime, like Ona- 
goruwa, Jakande, lyorchia Ayu, 
Ebcnezcr Baba tope and Alhaji 
Abubakar Rimi whose vituperative 
statements nearly caused chaos

The political events of 1993 is a 
tragic-comedy play where oppor- j 
tunism triumphed over the suffer­
ing majority The year finally ended 
with Chief MKO Abiola still weep­
ing for his June 12 mandate that we 
already know is history.

Saka Raji Audu 
BUK, Kano

Sir,
It pains me to ask, where are 

those confused, disgruntled and so 
called advocates of uprightness and 
righteousness in the Nigerian Bar 
Association who claimed to be cus-

I todians of our great profession? It is 
I a pi t y a nd i n d ecd traumatic that such 
| people have continued to keep mute 
I and pretend not to know anything 

about the criminal records of Dr. 
Olu Onagoruwa both at the Nige­
rian Law School and the pending 
court case against him.

I am sure that had the attorney­
general been a northerner or from 
any other part other than western

I zone, those who do not wish the 
I NBA well using the media would

1a tures and addresses, should be brief and to the point They should be tvoerf doubU .war Kanawa. PMB 2334, Kaduna The Ed, tor reserves bright to
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such a roaring success that the federal gov­
ernment felt it justified to allocate itaperma- 
nent site on the Kaduna-Zaria road. That, 
unfortunately, was the beginning of its prob­
lems. Too many interests, most of whom are 
utterly selfish, became involved in oiganis- 
ing the fair that in no time at all, it descended

Citizen, February 7,1994

PUnX^’ 8<7S according to 
ar? ▼ down anT*? S °f NiBeria will sit 

throw a few pu re at' Perhaps shout 
4°nst>tUtional confhesateach other at the 

baclla regime. erence promised by

Wrong withX  ̂before’ 'here is nothing 
'ghtofallthe , a Of a conference in the 

•he country jnPr e>ms that have bedevilled 
cned its continued T years and even threat­
set, the conference ,stence as one entity. In 
into the co'nstitutirmmay dccidc to entrench 
<’dlca'national Somc'h'ng like a peri- 
rcview the state of he " WyCars'to 
arc not normally , UniOn ln arcas which 
phlsidea borrow^ a ?eaCf7d Parliamcnts.
cople's Political r trorn China, where a

Periodically held °nsu*lative^-onl*ercr‘ceis

,he positions nor'hem Nigeria and 
upcoming conf/- °r docsn't take at the de'^in? “s ovX.Wi" g° a '°nfi "ay ,o 
issue that prom, access. Presently, the 
•ious at the conf thc most conten- 
station of the \CnCis lhc demand for a 
groups alk>Re L Pres‘dcncy, which me 
n°rth. Within th. n? ”dominatcd'' by the 
,O the far ‘ some have come
'h-tt "dominates " tX ?S h*”8 ,he Part 
these assertions u ,ru,h or otherwise ot 
conference H / C'ln arSl>ed out at the 
" have totmmT- ,? 'hC 
presidentscomin'l>de ’al *hc ,hinfi alx”" 
country is ,niIv. b,r°mdilferentpartsofthc 
Psychological feJi”1 ?rdCT 11 ’ S'1''51.'' :l’e 
groups. L ln8 ot belonging in all 
sto^norih1’" TP°rtcd in 'his week's lead

a trade fair
r I beKadunaIntemationalTradeFair, 

B a.Pl°n/cr-is fast losing its aura. It 
local entro^. 'n 19'6 as an avenue for 
id>"-and Pinenes to exchange business 

■ waTZv d ?a^e contact- Three years later, it 
as expanded to include international busi- 

---- nesses- Within a short time, the fair became

noptifwaspr
gentleman's the
dency when t*£f *at, ,Hd’
It is to be wP^'brickbat5' nd workouta
early exchange of b !hertle and wbe
ers will return to Joes nPvertheless 
formula that, hope ^n, .e the same written in the con^ w^ ?cb)eve t 
has enough mora Hablv ou8ht
results. and P^ will, no

A southerner ca er d<^ tthere-
to, be president. ' _?rtof,and T/ ran'tbe 
doubt, need the supP' dearly. *h fore reassure the north- 
done with threap lea*

so many presidents an jesig*1 °
from the north, whether b. the re-
fault, mav have actuah. efforts, and 
gion's economic develop^^ jf ,t hc ped 
not enhanced them. Or caT) still be 
them, thc same, if not president,
gained under a southern-. p,ayed
provided the politics *•
adroitly. -.rthvof collectiveThconlyotherissucwO - jssue of
northern attention is Per^^-jla]iv,thedcsirc 
revenue allocation and, spcci prop0r.
of oil-producing arcas tor a xaccorjjng to 
tion of revenue to be alloca should
thc pnnciplcof derivation. J- southern 
be able to support this desire
minorities. rnmise with

The north needs to comE°Tthcreare 
others and within itself, tor in between several problems of existence Ibetw^n 
different communities ot the r5° ' tuert0cm leaders must put their heads together to 
resolve these problems in order 
that a peaceful atmosphere re1,Sns„rnpnt 
region's economic and social advanc•
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dismantling

only Germany was present. Poland and Ar­
gentina too had stands as did Algeria and 
Egypt. The boycott was informed of course by 
the lack of "democracy" in Nigeria, but the 
utterly ridiculous reason of the new site being 
dusty was given.

It was against this background that the fair 
was held, albeit poorly. Nevertheless, it was 
commendable that the fair held at the new site. 
The organisers had argued, quite sensibly, 
that dust or not, a start had to be made some­
where and the sooner the better.

The fair's theme of coordinating interna­
tional and local efforts in financing and sus­
taining economic development and the pro­
motion of economic and diplomatic growth 
therefore could not be more timely given 
Nigeria's current travails in both sectors, ft is 
imperative that local businesses and indus­
tries find a way • j attract foreign investment 
and create a better atmosphere for improved 
domestic production. A situation where our 
local entrepreneurs collude zith banks to 
exploit the money market instead of investing 
in the productive sector is unfortunate. The 
fair provides an excellent opportunity to rub 
minds on how best to achieve our economic 
goals; which is why the original focus of the 
Kaduna Fair must be restored.

horifcapartheid and the commencement of H 
democratic processes brought a sigh of relief M 
to many, but this is now being jeopardised by U 
the anti-democratic tendencies of the Free­
dom Alliance.

Their disruptive antics surely is reaction­
ary and cannot achieve a peaceful transition to 
majority rule not to mention democracy. The 
Freedom Alliance should note that war mon­
gering and violence are antithetical to recon­
ciliation and the reconstruction of a country 
which for a long time has been violently 
terrorised and traumatised. The way forward 
is for all the parties to submit to the supremacy 
of democratic principles. The country now 
needs the goodwill of all as it marches towards 
all race integration and democracy.

Inkatha must stop this black on black vio­
lence, it gives a negative image of the black 
man. The Afrikaners should also wake up to 
the fact of a rapidly changing world and the 
sober truth of the objective historical reality of 
the justice inherent in black majority rule in 
the whole of South Africa.

VIEWPOINT
into an all-comers market that reputable 
businesses had trouble participating.

The downhill slide was compounded by 
the emergence of more purposeful fairs and 
the economic problems Nigeria found itself 
in so that not even trade liberalisation under 
thecontext of an unbridled marketeconomy 
could stem the decline.

It was no longer a trade fair. It became 
morelikcatradingoutpostforallmannerof 
people to display their wares at the end 
which a huge profit is declared and that's it. 
The original focus of encouraging the ex­
change of ideas on industrial, agricultural, 
economic and technological development 
and as an avenue for the opening up of 
business opportunities became lost in a 
barrage of mediocrity.

It was in the midst of this that in October, 
a simmering dispute in the house of the 
organiser, the Kaduna Chamber of Com­
merce, Industry and Agriculture, blew into 
the open. Charges and counter-charges of 
fraud and mismanagement were made and 
these in (urn threatened the holding of the 
just concluded 16th fair at the new site. 
Added to this was the boycott by most 
Western nations. Of the 20 or so invited, I

HE Sreofc
s South Africa begins the count­
down to the historic April 27 all — 
race elections, the campaigns and 

future of the country is being threatened by 
the Freedom Alliance made up of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party and the ultra right 
wing Afrikaner Conservative Party which 
have resolved to boycott the elections and 
go violent if their separatist tendencies are 
not included in the new constitution. The 
CP has taken the extraordinary step of an- 
nouncng that it would form an autonomous 
republic in South Africa. Inkatha's leader, 
Mongusuthu Buthelezi, too, has argued for 
more autonomy for his Zulu followers,/ 
arguing thata future South Afncacould no 
afford to ignore the Zulus^hCre^nse o 
FrederickdeKlerk'sgovernmentand hatof 
the African National Congress ANC, to. 
these grave challenges has beenadeserving 
refusal to yield to blackma.l and allow the 
imposition parochial sentimentson thegen- 

^^hTsysomatic dismantling of the

Citizen, February 7,1994
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=“e-e- -eoerc. 
people.

The idea of this highway mooted out by certain Afr 
can countries along the route, was stopped during th 
Second Republic. No doubt the highway, when con 
pleted. will bring about a lot of benefits to Nigeria.

By and large. I call on all Nigerians to sink their diffe 
ences so as to forge ahead towards the building of a ju 
egalitarian nation.

Alhaji Aminu Ahmed Malturare, Ptes/ctenf. Kano Trc 
ers mu.'fj-purposo cooperative socrefy____________

Citizen. February 7,19f

I spent more than 3? 
. period. few‘, se.^: 
■ ofel-feswhorna-~

~ •"ugesendof

i ,:sn and It* stent me,only into the ebyss of ccn?Xn and 
I chaos.
! In a country where percentage liternev u u. , , 
I ab^^Pe'^y^'^e^tonatsta^i^e™* 
> a-y peer agriculture rejected. med.ee: care almost 

zero, soc ci we..are pccKog© absent, fear of insecurity 
1 everywhere.tben rt ^c<s inhuman on the part of 
I some people m the e'.te groups to promote or aggravate 
at this stage of our national history, the further sufferings of 

1 the ho'.i-pol'.oi through the creation of violence and pos- 
! But as I watch how things are now. 1 begin to think just
1 ike Abraham Lincoln said 'a house divided against itself 
cannot stand.' We cannot as a nation afford to mort- 

• cage our unity, peace and relative stability to the crude | ana archaic designs of the enemies of this nation. This 
I category of people are deceitful, treacherous, mischie- 
vets and unpat rioticaily self-aggro; -.dised.

The above notwithstanding. I' eel we have a nation to 
protect, a people to fester into unity, peace and stability 
and a nation to build on solid foundation worthy of envy 
in the commity of nations.

How do we then go about this? The answer is not as 
^ple as it may look. For like I sad easier, there have been 
factors which constituted themselves into stumbling blocks 
^aalnst an enduring unity. __ 'y 1 et me attempt here to proffer seme cnt;dotes .hat 
mrrv if properly dispensed, counter the ills of the nation so thGt Nigerians may once agdn come to understand and

| alltheirenerg:®5
and selflessIV 
too. together.
towardsochiev- - f the govemmerd
ingowableeco- Nigeria- a^'°' infhenext political 
nomic system <° £ th® ° need'°cnd inexperienced

of recent been 'a£r®<t3S|lionofs°r? .ntrieswillperpelu- 
cerlain extent the Wes'®"?pnomlc dependence 
of thiscircumstoncels n to eCo , dependence.
ally subject our dear natl poiillcallInd^P count[y.s 
and by implication. sU"^L-ha Is,hal lo 0701(1

With this 'herefore^V^1 Ab®oh°n future and In 
leadership under G ( sancli n ovingaway 
(circumvent) more ^9conomy °^ndonce(oiDto order to re-ener^se our o ^^n

Trane
Saharan highway' long------- .raiusorthenationso I sister African nations beca omor sister African no I iikji i^yynans may once aga n come to understand and ; the Nigerian nation In Pa 

respect one another. These I strongly believe, will deter- ; tions in general ______ .♦ kv a».
mine whether we shall forge ahead or not. I TK-'I'J------x —

Since we know virtually ail the problems are funda- 
i mentally political and socio-economic, then we need to 
find the political solution first by way of an indigenous evo­
lution of a democratic system that will not only stand the 
test of time but also be an acceptable one among the 
various ethnic, tribal or religious divides in the country.

Tbs is to say. becoming a copycat of an imported 
po&tical system would continue to jeopardise the ex.s-
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Cltlzen, February

.———_

"The Malam," it intoned, "is our 
main problem and unless something 
is done physically and legally about 
him, Budget '94 will end up as a 
suicide pill." In case anyone had any 
doubt as to the strength of his feel­
ings, he spelled it out categorically; 
'1 repeat: The Malam is the prob­
lem," he said. And for him, (the 
author, that is), absolutely no pun­
ishment is too drastic in dealing 
with the situation. If the Malam

E_____ _____
MOKIAMME© KAWNA

country is collectively held to blame 
for the mess in our financial system.

Double standards apart, it is truly 
amazing how anyone even barely 
literate in economics can blame the 
Malams for the crash of the Naira. 
According to Dr. Kalu I. Kalu, the 
finance minister, when he gave de­
tails of this year's budget, the For­
eign Exchange Market (FEM) ab­
sorbed 2.2 billion dollars out of an 
estimated 2.4 billion. Anyone who 
thinks the Malam is to blame for the 
crash of the Naira vis-a-vis the hard 
currencies, should establish that the 
Malam cornered the lion's share of 
the 2.2 billion dollars. But we all 
know, don't we, that the big time 
players in the currency game — the 
UACs, the PZs, the UTC, the Asians, 
etc — do not source their require­
ments from the Malams. They may 
pay a premium over above the offi-~ 
cial rates, but it is still the banks that 
they go to.

In any case, a balanced and objec­
tive story requires of an editor to 
investigate the source of the Ma- 
lam's goods. Discounting African 
Concord's flippant, if not libelous, 
charge that "Abacha and members 
of his cabinet are part and parcel of 
the trade" — the magazine offers no 
evidence — it quotes a black mar­
keter elsewhere as saying he sources 
his supplies from "bankers, new 
returnees from abroad, and bureaux 
de change operators." The most 
casual examination of these three 
sources would reveal that the major­
ity of them are hardly northerners.

Lest I am misunderstood, my 
defence of the Malam is not to justify 
his illegal trade. I am defending him 
only in so far as he is a creature of a 
hybrid of market forces and govern­
ment intervention which seems to 
defy reason and which he is hardly 
responsible for. I am also defending 
him because there are far more 
monstrous villains of the economic 
mess we are in, but for some strange, 
though not inexplicable reason, you 
never get to hear about them or 
where they mostly come from.

______ u
Hna ‘Sib®

I proves stubborn, suggested Abati, 
'law enforcement agents should be 
instructed to shoot him at sight." 

Reading the articles, it is obvious 
that the Malam is seen as the symbol 
of a north which is seen as arrogant, 
over-bearing, and virtually the sole 
culprit in the ruining of our econ­
omy. This can only be the explana­
tion for .the enthnicisation of the 
foreign currency problem. There is, 
of course, no doubting that the 
Malams dominate the visible end of 
the foreign currency black market. 
There is therefore no way a story on 
this issue cannot reflect badly on 
their nationality. However, from the 
way the same newspapers had 
treated similar stories, it is obvious 
that the currency story merely pro­
vided them with one more chance to 
demonise a section of the country.

Take the story about the collapse 
of finance houses and all these fly- 
by-night banks for instance. As at 
December last year there were over 
66 commercial banks, the majority 
of them one-branch fly-by-nights 
located in Lagos. There were also 55 
merchant banks, 200 "mortgage" 
banks and over 300 finance houses, 
operating and another 500 or so 
approved in principle. Going 
through their public records it is 
obvious which section of the coun­
try dominates them. Yet, in writing 
stories of their collapse and the 
fraudulence thatriddles them,Ihave 
never seen where that section of the

/ / rlconHnuaH°n of its unremit- / J-1 carnPaiSn of demonising 

/ cu.-r 3te ast monffl on the foreign 
/ ^conrdyfb'aCk market- 
/ On H, tor ,nstance- put the issue
24 ^C°vcrof‘Sedition of January 

i jA a rider captioned "Black 
itse. Gt'" the magazine headlined 

r ory as "TheMalams Resistance."
n a. to'eavenooneindoubtastothe 
th h°na',fy °f these terrible Malams 

‘Ograpnicsonthecoverhadseveral 
enriga wearing fellows in long 

eadgears typically worn by north­

erners.fhe text of the story itself spelled 
°ut why the magazine believes 
8°verntnent's ban on the Malams' 
“Osiness was futile exercise. "In col­
ouration with some bank officials 

and oil companies," said the maga- 
2‘he, "they hold the Nigerian econ- 
°tny by the jugular, tightening the 
n°ose when they please." In case 
y°u still underestimated the Ma­
lms' power, the magazine made 

b°ld to assert that "Abacha and 
members of his cabinet are part and 

Parcel of their trade..."Definitive as the African Concord 
""as on Malams as the leading eco­
nomic villains, the magazine s story 
does not begin to compare with a 
piece in The Guardian of January 21 , 
for the ferocity of its attack on Ma- : 
■ains. Written by one Reuben Abati, , 
" ..".ntstraight to its P°mt. ;

7, 1994
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the long-simmering pollti- I I 
B cal confrontation between \ \ 

the former British protec- \ I 
' crates of northern and southern Ni- I V 

-^parlv in 1989, when the regime of \ I 

President Ibrahim Babangida j j 
S^-rmitsd the resumption of party \ I 
dolines in the country for the first 1 I 

; rt-^e since 1983, ambitious young \ 
\ politicians from the south quickly I 

advantage of the many media j 
\ outlets in Lagos and Ibadan and j 
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I '“5 -northern domination" of the 

1 rauntrv.The evidence of this domi- 
i tion'regularly cited was the presi-
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Okene: pro-Babangida

a

I Babangida: ruffled

year exile in Britain, nevertheless 
failed toprovideproof of thischarge, 
saying only, "when the time comes, 
I am sure details will be revealed. 
Bu t spare me now not to give out the 
details I know."
It may or it may not be another 
northern conspiracy, but the NNC 
and all other political associations 
were proscribed in 1989 and the 
Babangida regime began, instead, 
its controversial experiment with 
two government-created parties, 
NRC and SDP. The previous agree­
ments quickly crumbled and, in both 
parties, the regional jockeying for 
the presidency began at their first 
conventions at Abuja in July, 1990. 
By the time the direct, staggered, 
open-ballot presidential primaries 
were concluded more than two years 
later, in September 1992, politicians 
of northern origin were set to cap­
ture the tickets of both parties. Major 
General Shehu Yar'adua won the 
SDP ticket outright, while Malam 
Adamu Ciroma and Alhaji Umaru 
Shinkafi were to contest a run-off 
election in the NRC.

The outcome of the primaries in 
1992 drew heated protests from 
defeated aspirants, who alleged 
widespread irregularities. It also 
drew heated protests from some 
groups who objected solely on the

Citizen. February 7,1994

grounds that northerners won. The 
Lagos-based Guardian, which claims 
to be liberal-democratic, neverthe­
less published an editorial in Octo­
ber that threatened a break-up of the 
country if the election results were 
allowed to stand. And in Novem­
ber, a ruffled General Babangida 
nullified the primaries and banned 
all 23 aspirants who contested. In­
cluded among them were all the 
greatnorthem aspirants of theThird 
Republic.

The southern uproar over the 
1992 primaries results was only the 
latest, as it were, in a long and in­
creasingly bitter campaign to con­
tain "northern hegemony" and 
"domination." Since the formal 
adoption of the principle of "federal 
character" in the 1979 constitution, 
many southern spokesmen have 
charged that the north has sent up 
unqualified persons into schools and 
civil service posts to fill up its quota 
allocations. In the eyes of many 
southerners, almost all northerners 
admitted to a school or appointed to 
a civil service post are not qualified 
for it. Thus, federal character was 
made in propaganda synonymous 
with mediocrity.

The north was accused of press­
ing political ad vantage in other ways. 
In 1986, for example, when the 
Babangida regime clamped a ban on 
wheat imports and instead intro­
duced the Accelerated Wheat Pro­
duction Programme, AWPP, Chief 
Anthony Enahoro charged that the 
policy was aimed to destroy south­
ern-based flour millers and benefit 
northern wheat farmers. At other 
times, the "Hausa-Fulani," element 
of the north is singled out for attack, 
such as, over the Babangida regime's 
controversial entry into the QIC in 
1986.

In the gradual development of 
the anti-northern campaign, it soon 
transpired that many southern ana­
lysts arepuzzled and mystified most 
of all by the position of northern 
emirs and chiefs. Searching out for 
the probable centres of northern 
conspiracy, many thought they saw 
it in the elaborate courts and regalia 
of the emirs and chiefs. Thus, over

u
the last 15 years, the north was de­
scribed first as "feudal," then as 
"oligarchic," and more recently as 
the "caliphate."

The Lagos media is especially 
sensitive to the activities and pro­
nouncements of the Sultan of Sokoto, 

I Alhaji Ibrahim Dasuki. At the height 
of the impasse last year, the Sultan

I was widely reported in the Lagos 
media, erroneously, as having con­
demned the annulment of the June 
12 election and urging General 
Ibrahim Babangida, "as a muslim," 
to honour the election results. A few 
weeks later, the Sultan drew strong 
condemnations when he publicly 
urged Chief Moshood Abiola to see 
the annulment as "an act of God."

The cancellation of the 1992 pri­
maries and the banning of 23 aspi­
rants was followed by the adoption 
of the Option A4 formula, which, in 
March, 1993, produced two new 
presidential candidates, Chief 
Moshood Abiola for the SDP and 
Alhaji Bashir Tofa for the NRC. It 
became clear that the banning of the 
23 aspirants had severely hit the 
north; Citizen reported last May that 
the young Alhaji Bashir Tofa was 
unable to assert himself even in the 
north. Chief Abiola subsequently 
won the election, according to leaked 
returns. Then came the annulment. |

From June 23, when the election
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Shonekan: fris ytmcrnmenf was 
pxrsfysed

"^tax'Ourcdu*. federal appointments 
a“- contracts :n total neglect of the 
so-thcm fringes of the north." Fi­
nally, he said the removal of Dr. ’ 
Icrchia Ayu as senate president last I 
November and his replacement by 
Senator Ameh Ebu to was a far north- I 

“dixidc and rule* game to play j 
tne T.v against the Idoma.

Not only Chia Surma made these 
charges At a meeting of thecommit- 
tee of concerned citizens (another ' 
name of the northern elders’ forum) 
in Kaduna last month. Ambassador 
lolly TankoYusuf circulated a paper 
which showered praises on the late

“ -Northern Council of Elders 
5 v. Reco* citation and National 
^ ’̂'•NCERNU, Mr. Chia Surma. a 
i*C. 27c^wr4n:ssioner in the defunct 
__ ^p^teau state, submitted for 
se; /"- Tra-on a paper in which he 
. ,T north needs to reconcile j 

ltSe^f more than with any other ( 
of the nation." Chia Surma j

1 "^e action of Murtala , 
r-^Xe COUP) revealed the core 1 

as having used Gowon only to 1 
4ev« their aim." He said the exe- 

SukTkr 1976 of Lt- Coloncl Bukar . Dimka and 38 other plotters 
Oat°f proportion" to their kill- 

general Murtala Mohammed. 
—<crc north," Surma also said,

1—b.j: Charged that 

the Prc -rert"55 \_--crT. leaders. 
and Honed b>- ^T^dexnned the 
tf^orY^AlhajiYusuf 
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Charge was the book
northern enn-. .nd power in
Religion. P°> punched in 
Northern >■>S and written
Kaduna lost ^-rM3!thcw Has- 
by Reverend M ^mst
san Kukah_i...„tatorandwritcron political commentate dKadcS(
religious issuess - • . islatcstbook ncverthelcsssta^im^ b5sin
that there is a distinct 
northern Nigen ‘.‘. desscncB. 

KSS»ja*s sesiS^-e^a I politics With the aid O- religion.
ethnicitv and language

The januarv meenngot the north­
ern elders' torutn Cit izr-- learnt tned 
to resolve these problems by ap­
pointing a committee, under the 
chairman ot MaiorGeneral Muham- 
madu lega Ciroman Gnundn. to

-.c£- --H?’ -es.es- the
““ ' - ------------------------. ■

.■ trcCr-jnar Assocatxar
• Nigeria.CAN.led - 7-_--

oauader Jolly Tario .c_:.Tri 
the Jama'ar-a Nasri. Islam. TNI. 
rcrr.nally led by tre Saltar c: 
Sokoto. The eocr-.unal-nLgiocs 
sr..- -cd tn recent yean to three

• Tarawa Balewa. Bauau Stax t- 
' —' and a: Zan.gon Kata: m 1992 
N, n-cm.crs belonging to the mi­
nority Braman communities, es- 
pcoaUy ot Benue. Fiateau. Tamba 
and Kaduna states, apparently

1 nureeseriocsgnevancesagau-stthe 
muslim tar north. Las: November.

, <t a meeting or a committee >-: w

■-r tn. s ^■d.- -J*
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emer that was ruling, right from 
First Republic... Even the civil ser­
vants as such." Dikko proposed a 
switch of roles; "If it is the title they 
are now interested in, no problem, 
we change roles. We give you the 
title, we take the benefit. We give 
you the cow, you hold thehoms,like 
Hausa people say, then we take the 
milk." At last week's meeting of the 
northern elders in Kaduna, Justice 
Mamman Nasir, Galadiman Katsina, 
reportedly said that northerners 
have been holding the head of the 
cobra thus enabling southerners to 
eat the tail, and anytime the pain 
becomes unbearable for the snake, 
the northerner is the one within strik­
ing distance.

Even retired northern generals 
have picked up this theme. Citizen 
learnt that at one of the elders' com­
mittee meetings late last year, for­
mer chief of army staff Lt. General 
Salihu Ibrahim argued that the an­
nulment of the June 12 election had 
created a very difficult position for 
south-western political elders, and 
that northern leaders must make the 
necessary compromises to bail them 
out from there own people. Besides, 
the general reportedly said, the north 
cannot continue to hold the presi­
dency forever,especially since there 
is reason to believe that power has 
hindered, rather than hclpc L a 
northern effort to escape from eco­
nomic and educational backward­
ness.

Not only the political leaders 
were active during the days of the 
impasse. On October 28, last year, 
the Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Dasuki, sent out a memorandum on 
the formation of "peaceful coexis­
tence committees." The decision to 
form the committees was taken at a 
meeting in Kaduna attended by the 
Sultan and 10 other northern chiefs, 
including theemirsof Katsina, Kano, 
Zazzau, Bauchi and Bonn, the Tor

learnt, was that the north 
benefited in terms of eco- 
advancement, and some 
-s even argued that the north 
- a lot more under a south- 

» president.
This point vicw ls now Wldcly 

----- 1 leaders. In his in- 
with Citizen in London early
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studv the problem of unity in the 
north. The commi ttee's report, which 
was discussed by the forum last 
week, reportedly traced the origin of 
communal tension in areas such as 
southern Zaria to the long history of 
migration and settlement in pre-eo- 

| lonial times, as well as to colonial 
administrative policies of resettling 

, dispersed communities. Communal 
conflicts in the north do not always 
take the form of Hausa-Fulani ver­
sus others. In fact, by far the longest- 
running and most destructive com­
munal conflict in the north in recent 
times has been the Tiv-Jukun and

| Jukun-Kuteb conflicts in Taraba 
State,, which have continued on and 
off since 1987.

Last year, at the height of the June 
12 crisis, northern political leaders 
began a spate of group meetings to 
address the problem, but their ranks 
were divided by far north middle 
belt, NRC-SDP, as well as pro and 
anti-June 12 politics. A Turaki com­
mittee, chaired by former President 
Shehu Shagari, Turakin Sokoto, was 
formed years earlier but the North­
ern Consultative Group, NCG 
formed in July, 1993 came to over­
shadow the Turaki committee. A 
vocal, pro-SDP middle belt forum 
was also operating. In November, 
the civilian govemorsof the 16 north ■ 
cm states reportedly initiated the 
formation of a wider council, the 
NECRNU. But when it met >n 
Kaduna on November 6, no SDP 
governors were present NECRNU 
elected General Yakubu Gowon 
its chairman ever though he was not 
present at the meeting, but it "as 
Alhaji Shehu Shagari who presided 
over the meeting.

Soon, there were charges that ; 
NECRNU was dominated by allies 
of the former President Ibrahim , 
Babangida. This charge was denied 
at the time by Alhaji Aliyu 

i Muhammed, W’azirin Jema a. who 
i was elected to head NECRNU'5 

retanat (see box).
On November 17, last rear, before 
the Abacha coup became known, a 
meeting took place in Kaduna of a 
committee set up by NECRNU »

__ J
Abiola: denied the job

"harmonise" with the NCG and 
other groups. Chairingitwas Alhaji 
Liman Ciroma, Ciroman Fika. Pres­
ent at the meeting were Lt. General 
Salihu Ibrahim, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Gusau and Dr.Olusola Sarakt Also 
nresentwercMr.Chia Surma,Sena- 
mr Manassa Daniel and Alhaji Sulc 
Gaya On that day, Citizen learnt, 
thiscommitteeunammouslyrecom- 
mended to Us parent forum to initi­
ate contacts with southern political 
leadersand propose to them (hat, if 
thev agree to hold another election 
.„ February 1W4, the north will not 
contest forthe presidency.That very 

,„ninii General Abacha seized
miwcr and banned NECRNU, so 
the compromise offer was never 

n'‘H|il|u. argument that won the day,

Lilin" 
hardly 
nonm 
member' 
will gam o 
cm pres.— 

heldbynorthc-m 

t<?^ v(?ar, Alhaji Umaru Dikko said Zazzau, Bauchi and Bonn, the Tor 
® northerner held the cow while Tiv, Etsu Nupe, Shehu of Borno and
' thers milked it. "Whenever the the Gbong Gwom Jos. The Abacha
° th was ruling," he said, "all that coup apparently ended these mitia- 
n5rnorth had was a t;‘le. No more. I lives and brought instead the issue 
Th t'sa]l-titlc.Thcrcaldtfictcpowcr I of the constitutional conference to 
™*erWasinthehandsofanynorth- i the fore.
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in Kaduna, Alhaji Tanko ^aka 
addressed the other northern^ '
of sea coast. He said even if 
breaks up, territorial waters wu 
to remain "common assets o 
new countries, including the nor 
since "it was granted (to us) by ou I 
former colonial power." I

everyone [p= 
else. It Was gS 
during the I 
discussion, I ■ 
P e o p 1 
were being E#,' 

I assigned to 
I carry outi 
certain re- 

I sponsibili- 
I ties, and 1I 
I heard my II 
I name being I 
mentioned 
to coordi- I 
nate activi- I 
ties of the

T
pears to^‘

^Om^;idonf !.hN° ^rgHe ofU

”**' and thk^Wns in°r,he"i
-ceth^^^ng^^theXu0’ 
coun^^Hary^^etnd^P j 
£«•" Bu^u7are the r«?a,cd this > 

Soldiers? Alb ° y *hey ar„ dor”ina- t 
Cases-itwas. ),Ki'lilGl',?,or«’em ' 
?ionedthecaUfthcrnersw1, ln'nost 
h°n. Forinsi? formilit, ™ h°chan> 
tKAra"y b'staUeCdAhc'Unel12crVCn

- The mos 1985 " ^"“for

“nsa^ti"5®^1-^ therunV' nOr,h'

Lecture or» adu Bello m and lu‘ 
January22hSen,ed in K^°moriaI 
?f thdSfAd,haii^anC^a °n

t'nually sUk?11 as ,h<!PreSs7t1OnSOf

Butt of «...
^mbetart s ^<8ffim©w.

attention on the question of how . --------------------
anypeople,andforhowlong,from | thp Arewa 

°ne section, tribe or religion have 
occupied certain high offices in the 
land." "Indeed," Alhaji Liman said, 
t e demagogy involved in express- 

lng such emotion arousing senti­
ments fails to foeas attention on the 
counterpoint others may favour in 
completing the argument, which is 
mat, various other levels and arenas 
n ourpubliclife which are critical to 
e exercise of power and the con- 

O1 and distribution of resources as 
are the high profile public offices to 

ic undueattentionisdrawn,are 
o occupied by others from differ­

ent sections." 
rioJh?i.hVO bi88est northern wor- 
tesin theeventofa Nigerian split.it 
IE?'ar<? laCk °f Oil and sea roast. 
IpnnJk L1 man Clfoma went to great 
'esf mJ hiS 1K'Ureto the |

dial the COntnbutlon'and Warned 
MeofIfaatTanufac^ngindus- 
Nigcria^n Sdcpcnd"on'he wider 

I 8enaneconomicenvironment,the |

of
N«ioMec0b"' ’ “‘I b«ore

A«yu S
the 7'^er Secre‘ary to fh WazirifI l<^na'a 

-5he ^deration, spoke fXe°uVernn,ent of

Mnh° thegrouP- ' Pres,de”t Babangida to
Person^n^i^how^afa^

"end the meeting, like

split.it
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Bida: military dominates 

are surviving. The north has a lot of 
agricultural potential, so we won't 
starve. We also have mineral re­
sources all over the place. We don't 
need Lagos. We can get to the sea 
through Cameroun."

Alhaji Tanko Yakasai went so far 
in his paper as to suggest the mo­
dalities for a peaceful break-up. He 
suggested thata referendum be held 
on the question of a one Nigeria, and 
if the majority vote for separation, 
then the country should dissolve into

"we Yorubas will not support them 
in future elections. Any election that 
they declare either Hausas or Ibos 
(as winners) will not receive the 
blessing of the Yorubas." The Ooni 
Ife, Oba Okunade Sijuade Olubuse, 
also called at the meeting for divid­
ing the country into six zones for the 
purpose of presidential rotation.

Last week, Ambassador 
Mahmoud Yahaya, chairman of the 
EMWAI Centre for Political and 
Economic Research, Kaduna, con­
demned the recent posture of the 
Yoruba chiefs. "The fact of the mat­
ter," Ambassador Yahaya said, "is 
that the call for a national conference 
emanated from the same June 12 
worshippers. The government was 
seen by many as kissing up to them 
by promising such a conference."

Some northerners, sickened by 
the threats of a break up, ha ve joined 
the calls for it. Senator Mahmud 
Kanti Bellosaid in Katsina lastmonth 
that the north is ready to go on its 
way. Last week, Alhaji Mukhtar 
Ahmed Aruwa told Citizen, "if those 
(the south) who benefit most from 
the system want to go, I say let them 
go. If we break up, the north will 
look inwards and that will benefit us 
the more. Burkina Faso and Chad

COVER STORY

secretariat (of the northern elders' forum). And I under­
stand it, because I live in Kaduna, I am not working 
anywhere now, so it will be easier for me to in tcract with 
the Kaduna State government which is helping us. But 
I don't see it as a way for anybody to control. The 
question of control never cropped up between me and 
former President Babangida. IBB was not the only for­
mer head of state from the north who was invited to the 
meeting. Gowon, Shagari and Buhari wore also invited. 
I don't know why anyone should single out one of them 
and start spreading rumours. I don't like talking about 
rumours.
Citizen: Since the purpose of the elders'forum is to unite 
the north and then reach out to other parts of the country 
in the light of all these problems, won't your presence as 
the leading actors in the annulment of June 12 compli­
cate the reconciliation efforts?
Mohammed: I don't know about that. I am not in the 
harmonisation committee (of the northern elders). I 
don't see what you are suggesting, really. I don't see the

Many northerners were express­
ing similar views last week about 
the contentious issues. Alhaji Ab- 
dulkadir Shehu, a member of the 
defunct House of Representatives, 
suggested last week thatoil-produc- 
ing areas should be allowed to re­
tain more of the revenue. However, 
he said, "they seem not to under­
stand that other parts of the country 
made massive contributions to the 
development of the (oil) industry. 
Agriculture was sustaining the coun­
try's economy before oil was discov­
ered," and "the money for oil explo­
ration activities and establishment 
of refineries was found through 
proceeds from the sale of ground­
nuts and cocoa."

The issue of presidential rotation 
was the emotive force behind the 
early calls fora national conference, 
and last week, it was dramatised 
anew at a conference of traditional 
rulers from the Yoruba states in 
Ibadan. The Ayangburin of Ikorodu, 
Lagos State, Oba Oguntade Ayo- 
fusin, reportedly called for the 
"sanctity of the June 12 election" to 
be upheld as the only way to guar­
antee the nation's stability. "If June 
12 is not revisited," the Vanguard 
quoted Oba Ayefusin as ha ving said,

annulment of the election as a northern affair. It was a 
decision of the federal military government, which is 
not northern.
Citizen: But when you were in government, was there a 
concerted northern pressure to annul the election, as is 
being alleged?
Mohammed: I don't know. I mean, I was an employee of 
the government. I was secretary to the government, so I 
don't know.
Citizen: The prominent role you are playing in the 
elders' forum — is it a dress rehearsal  for your presiden­
tial campaign, which is being mentioned all around? 
Mohammed: I told you I don't like to discuss rumour. I 
like to discuss things, but not rumour. / J.
Citizen: Is it possible you will contest for the presi­
dency? ? ,'1
Mohammed: I said I don't like rumours. The day you, 
hear something like that from me, then you can take me 
up on it.
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- — - / I were frank - (I---- no hoias mey

is sometoang we cannot afford. “ I often brutally so, as J ^edmesraisingfears.
At the end of ±e workshop, which was a microcosm touchcdonvirtual.ye following areas of

of *e country with participants from all nooks and and, at others, C k ^.^^ed: .
comers, a genera: osisensus emerged. This was that 
Xigerta must remain one. Despite the plethora of prob- 
lerrLS emanadr.g from the ascendancy of corruption as a

i way of life/ disruptive intrusion of the military into

domination few saw the solution outside the Nigerian
|; natiort'Slate.

\(any of the problems were self-inflicted; some were , 
inevitable,but none of them would be solved by the dis- i 

fl integration of the country. This consensus, however, , 
El do2r.otob'’iate*er‘eedtostoptakingtheindissolubil- I 
||i ity of the corpora te_existenceof^eco^hv_fOTg^g^.

"holds barred. TheyT 

f
! b^ra^numt've^^^^rfederahsmtotake 

Thereisneed lorarctum i diKerences between
care of some of the, more^upings have 
various groups in the county ■ speatically

way ct lire, me msrupuve intrusion ot the military into ^sted and though nom ha-
governance, feelings ot marginalisation and charges or Deen ^^ible restructuring c

I inevitable.

■upt
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quired, thegroup further concludec 
is "a project to build bridges be 
tween different communities, sec 
tions and generations and bctweci 
political leaders and intellectuals it 
the north, and then to do the samt 
across the Niger." Last week, Citizen 
learnt, the group was still making 
contacts in order to hold a major 
"national conference of our own 
generation (of Nigerians)."

No one knows if, in the weeks to 
come, the various strands of north­
ern leaders will overcome theirpres- 
ent rivalries and present a common 
front. What is certain is that all of 
them will be branded ashegemonists 
when the constitutional conference 
convenes.

many levels throughout the north to 
prepare common positions for the 
constitutional conference. One of 
these efforts, Citizen leam t, is a group 
called the Building Bridges Project, 
which held a meeting m Sokoto 
earlier this year. Made up mostly of 
academics, civil servants and some 
politicians, the group is presently 
led by Alhaji Boyi Dikko, former 
attorney-general of Sokoto and 
Kebbi states. The group concluded 
at its meeting that "the objective 
reality of the Nigerian situation is 
that the north is not the sole or even 
the biggest beneficiary of the contin­
ued existence of the Nigerian fed­
eration. Therefore, the group said, 
"the north should not be on the de­
fensive and it should have no fear 
for any conference." What is rc-

— education, health, agriculture, industry, public serv­
ice, law and order and security, and judiciary; and a 
probe into the destruction of the country's major na­
tional institutions — military, political, traditional and 
religious. This was the raison d'etre for a national con­
ference and will almost certainly form its agenda.

The idea of a conference to discuss these issues most 
of which led to disputes, suspicion and threatsof succes­
sion and to work out a better arrangement for our being 
together was generally welcome. And the consensus 
was on a national, instead of a constitutional, confer­
ence.

A significant opinion, however, held that any kind of 
conference was a costly diversion that is of dubious 
value.

On representation at the conference there was una­
nimity that delegates must be directly elected. Case 
however, was made for minority and interest groups 
like women and professionals. There was consensus ■ 
thatthescrcpresentativcsofthepcoplcat theconfcrcncc B 
should, as far as possible be men and women of high B 
calibre and knowledge who would be informed and B 
objective enough to deliberate for the general good of ■ 
thcnation,particularlythccommon man. In other words, V 
every part of the country is expected —and urged — to M 
send the best it can.

There was unanimity that Nigeria would comcoutof ■ 
the conference strengthened. As one speaker said, there 
was nothing to fear for the future. He quoted someone B— 
who said, "The unity of Nigeria is like a Catholic mar- B 
riagc. It may not be happy but it does not break."

^SS^R STORY 
'veek\' ------------- "
'vherpSl?eniinar.t>y Arewa House, 
Under 'he former president came 
head a?Cathing attack from former 
ObaSa°f statc General Olusegun 
tner_ n)° and from former com- 
Mahn, ar>c* industry minister Dr. 
distaTUd Tukur- Also keeping his 
Gene/Ffrorn the NCCC was Major 
erthpi * Shehu Yariadua, who nev- 
s°vern SS t*1rcw his weight behind a 
pres, *®n national conference at a 
ary j ,c°nference in Lagos on Janu- 
Abapi/ general also asked the 
PoliH a> regime ‘0 Uft the ban on 
the r 7 Parties and quit power by 
a Veil u °f this ypar, a call that drew 
tor-o Earning from police inspec- 
the h n°ra^ Ibrahim Coomasie that 

°an on politics is still in force.
siw.|Part from the elders'meetings, 

S>ser>_-.ar meetings were being held at

p^Nletheperpetratorsandbeneficiariesmixwith^ 
^"’ng on brave faces in the vain attempt to cover their 

The consensus is that these people be exposed 
°n revenue allocation emphasis was placed on re 

^alth generated in the country as belonging to 
a“' While some states in the' southern parts of the coun-

V Produce oil, the country depends on states to the 
orthforitsfoodsecurity.Theconsensuswason regard­

ed u“ Par,S °f thc C0Untry aS interdepcndent C°nStltU‘ 

. Nevertheless there was broad agreement that the 
lssue of the ecological degradation of the all mineral 
Producing areas must be looked into again. This may 
r«ult in drawing up a new allocation formula giving 
greater weight to the principle of derivation.

On religion there was consensus that religious issues 
cannot be solved on the floor of the National Assembly 
Or any such forum. A change of attitude and honest 
Worship is what is needed.

There was consensus on the desirability for democ­
racy and its attendant paraphernalia — rule of law, 
separation of powers and equality before thc ballot box 
and the law. The workshop declined to endorse thc 
methodsof theCampaign for Democracy in achieving it, 
though. It advised the CD to turn into, or join, a political 
party to promote its ideas in a more civilised and accept­
able fashion.

Though some argued in favour of adopting thc pri n- 
ciple of rotation of the presidency the consensus was 
that democracy is ultimately a game of numbers and 
instead of institutionalising such a a non-dcmocratic 
concept as rotation areas that wanted to produce thc I 
president were urged to strike the right alliances

It was agreed that there was an urgent need for a I 
general re-examination of all aspects of our national life j 

1 1 ;
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t>> Arcwa HoUsc . ard-organ;SCd 
toncaldocumentations"^ fnr his’
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Buhari, whc WM 
Others include

^ard?
oyt. the national crisis

st=J ^aJanTAd^" 'communications;

5°uld ; f ^‘culture- ,u ~lr°ma, minister of 
‘ng of 7Ss°r Jubrii a er ministers Pro- 
" -' ?ukur- AlhaU^"U- Mahmud
r"°cicl at phiIiD 1 ihvanu Lukman, 

°so\vn , ."!"-v of | i;hn'aduAg pAs‘odu, and s<,nator ( . 
s of the '°a«ng n Sograced .i, Ormcrg°vcmorsthat I 
ny that ,ab°n-s ; 2an',deleol„ °5casionincludeMr. ■ 1 .
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’^'h^^Housa onK.^at^0Pt ‘ n>a^arabe ^abo Lore and

W 'i tn IIIH • -—__ JJenderice and runn-

b°n vas ^otZfCr^ce ?he forni >t 
5Uerion31C° 5houId 'hero be a 
ana Id tahe;ajopposedtoasover-i

eigon ^osen- Njgeriacontinueas

cration?/a^o5t at onoe appear 
discussed " ferenceagendasetting. 
likcapfc-f" of it was that part^. 
Thc beauty’ from every part Of

1 pants "'ho,,‘cre honest enough to 
fhc conn"'.' t of those who sat 

thchighjablewcreby

r n the architects of the I 
commiss” ’ n( crisis..
nation'* PrLn Obasanjo in his 18- 

Olusegun^ address backed a
I PagC kf conference that will do -'a 

na"<>n7m-examination ofall aspects 
^"""rdonallifeeducation,health, 
‘ ultural, industrialisation, pub- 

;1gn?7n mstration. law and order
1 i Security, and judiciary..., and 
and (jc,r of government will be re- 
" h iblc and be involved for what 
X’XdwHh what means". Warn-

( inE against the threat to the corpo­
rate existence of Nigena because of

I perceived political and economic 
I marginalisation, the former head of 
state contended that Nigerians will 
be better off in one big country than 
as separate nation states.

"... I would be more diminished
■Wad ' as a citizen of Oduduwa Republic

_._,vuo 7 workshop | than a citizen of Nigeria" he submit-
. of Practised’Va,yfonvard.Thcb!end f ‘ed, emphasising that those wishing 

and acadcm^°k"Cians'‘cchnocrats ! tocrcatctribalentitiesforthcmselves 
‘alatmoSpbeCSrPrOVidcd a congcn- I will be similarly diminished. He 

I cussion of tkrcforaninformeddis- recounted thc advantages of unity
1 economic DmhP°1,tical and 5oci°- PointinS out tha‘ disintegration
I Specifically 1<?ms of the country. would bring more impoverishment 
I bus found cxn"° poIitical crisis that to thc people as the attendant sense 

for a nation?>rcSS‘°,n‘n theclamour of insecurity and suspicion will 
cnnf"’-------- • ■ impel dissipation of more resources

on armsand armament. On theissue 
of access to political power, the re-



the j 
and

Although the oil 
producing areas’ 
agitations are legiti­
mate, he (Unongo) 
advised against us­
ing oil as a weapon 
of blackmail

____ ___________ j
Buhari: corruption is our bane 

wards the economic and political 
integration of their respective coun­
tries.

Even though there were many 
participants who showed more sen­
timents for a one Nigeria and 
pleaded for a shift in focus to the 
format of government, sharing of 
political power and allocation of 
resources, several spoke of the need 
to prepare for the possibility of a 
break-up of the federation. "What 
should agitate our minds now" said 
one confcderalist, "is how w will

restated his advise 
/. .f tahonal presidency an

“a permanent solution 
?^bre a®*tati°n) lies in the quality, 
?S' Mentation of our lead- 

shce e transparent pursuit o 
®acJ>hi^dfaim ss, and giving to 
t^ght" e'not as a favour, but as 
^lCOnL. °r him- the ™O5t *mP°r' 
)Ustice dltionfor unity and peace is

Man
Jyere others at the discourse 
^asan' sfmilar persuasion with 

th ° wh°se central thesis was 
hatj0 ® main problem facing the 
Muha JVas Poverty of leadership- 
lhe'vo 1 adu Buhari, who chaired 
tion inr<s^°papprehendedcorrup' 

^°Verrnr,ent particularly in 
”atio ?ght years as the bane of the 
*Os^ec admitted that the coma-
the C)Or,Orny breeds poverty among 
situaH but contended that the
if Ori Would have been different 
for officials were f,rm and
iation* f Angered thc mampu- 
grarn t^1G defunct transition pro- 
Ibrak-1*10 by former President 
facto?!? Babangida, as one major 
grav batcompoundedthenation s 
said e.,Gconomic situation. Euhari 
auth • PGrversion of the moral 
Ser- Ority of the government was so 
Rov°US ** became unable to 
it. Grri effectively. He opined that 

nabon is now faced with chaos 
de<sfr?i8!nte^ration because of the 
as ./ Ucti°n of major institutions such 
and ° niibiary, political, traditional 

religious organisations. Buhari's 
P nacea was that decent people 
th°u^ n° l°nfier leave matters in 

e hands of irresponsible elements 
ut meet regularly to discuss and 

s° ye national problems by produc­
es ideas that may contribute to the 
agenda for the on-coming 
constitutional conference. By the end 
of the workshop last Thursday, it 
'yas clear that Buhari's advise was 
being adhered to as participants not 
°nly analysed the basis of the politi­
cal crisis that has compounded the < 
nation's socio-economic problems 
but sought to find solutions to them. < 
It would no doubt surprise a sizable •
number of southern elites that the < 
crop of northern intellectuals, tech- | < 
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pull apart without bloodshed." But 
for some like Dr. Mahmud Tukur, 
general Buhari's minister of com­
merce and industry, the most im­
portant issue for determination is: 
VVhat is the wish of the masses of 
NJieeria? So precisely what is it?

By Bolaji Adebiyi 
and Idris Ndanusa

1 Pessary in view of the strongly 
’ hdd buZmisconceived view in the 
: ^uth that the north has become an

^pediment to the progress of the 
(edition. Most participants how­
ever called for caution and ‘he need 
(o root discussions in facts that wil 
enable conferees toarriveatrational 

d6tIn fact, some of the papers pre­
sented at the talks attempted to 
debunk the widely held view that 
one section of the country has been 
living fat on the other sections. Pro 
lessor Ango Abdullahi, former vice 
chancellor of the Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria, who was ubiqui­
tous at th 3 workshop, issued the 
most vocal refutal of this notion He 
areued in his contribution that be­
fore the advent of oil, agriculture, 
the predominant vocation in the 
north, provided the foreign exchange 
with which the nation maintained 
its post independence economy. 
Even with the dominance of oil m 
the economy, Abdullahi contended 
that agriculture remains the most 
enduring basis of economic devel­
opment of the country, arguing that 
without it, the economy will col­
lapse like a pack of cards. Paul 
Unongo spoke in similar tone ex­
plaining that although the oil pro- 
during areas' agitations are legiti­
mate, he advised against using oil as 
a weapon of blackmail. He in fact 
asserted that oil exists in the bosom 
of Lake Chad and River Benue ba­
sins and wondered why they are not 
being explored. For Bala Usman, a 
history teacher at the Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria, the issue was 
beyond base sentiments. He was 
more interested in showing that the 
process of political and economic 
integration of the various peoples of 
Nigeria has reached a point of no 
return and therefore finds talks o j 
disintegration particularly irritating.

The trend in the world now, 1 
contended Usman, is not towards 
smaller nations but bigger nations 
as exemplified by North America 
and Europe that are working f°~—.



_ and 
-v of Federal 
itcd the real- 
on investors 
to come and

the fair 
even lu-

■ -a secu- 
very inade- 

highly ovcr-
, ------ - crowd con­

trol to the overzealous members of 
vigilante group, who brutalised 
almost everyone in sight. Appar-

i ently this paid off handsomely as 
cases of pickpockets reduced sub-

■ stantially by the end of the fair.
Expectedly, the fair provided 

anotheropportunityforpartidpants,  
. business men and organisations to 

exchange ideas on commerce, joint 
ventures and latest technology, as

i firms, buyers and s~isitors competed

alnujiris pickpockets and eve 
nahes all had a field day. The 
rity at the gates was 
quate, the policemen 
whelmed, abandoned

Fair

for attention. For Lt. General Olad­
ipo Diya, chief of general staff who 
flagged off the fair, it was an oppor­
tunity to explain the recent economic 

| policies of the federal government. 
, He pointed out that the re-regula- 
| tion of the economy by the federal 

govornmentisnota negation of SAP, 
but an attempt to create conducive 
environment for economic growth. 
General Diya emphasised the sym­
biotic relationship between the de­
veloped and developing nations, 
saying each needs the other for mu- 

■ tual economic benefits. Commerce 
* and industry minister. Chief Melford

------- 1 - Okilo said govern­
ment would en­
courage private 
sector participation 
in the proposed 
commodity ex­
change market to 
enhance local pro­
duction, while a 
trade malpractice 
tribunal would 
soon be established 
to try cases of dis- 
honest business 
practices.

The director- 
general of Kaduna Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry and Agricul­
ture, Alhaji Kabir Umar lamented 
that the poor financial position of 
the chamber made it impossible for 
it to meet up with the construction 
of the permanent ground, adding 
that the chamber relied solely on 
federal government contributions 

: and those of a few foreign countries. 
Turning to the misconception 

about the fair, the president of 
Kaduna Chamber of Commerce, 
Alhaji Mohammed Sani Aminu ex­
plained that the Kaduna Interna­
tional Trade Fair or Kasuwan Duniya 
was not a mammy market, a market

^barracxs^. & 

men traded
level to fan discom-of idcas\ [rotn the S^tialfacili- I

AparJ bvdackofe^"n,hc dry | 

h° s ansO10Othly.
wind, the fal^;nofthee«n°^

mgandothcra^^, D,rectora«o 

ence, and in nearhjngbyanNDE 
oneeouldfindsorne^nS £gbcmu- 
graduate. Chief ‘ and pro- 
dia, the minister ot lab°f chuku 
ductivity and thumped
VVachukwu of. tj’c ‘)actjon thatNi- 
their chests with selves-As-
geriansnowemp.oy , „ holders 
sorted materials such rings,
made from cow ho „ ,er vase 
bangles, lamp h°‘d“?'for interior 
and different objects fo 
decorations, including j t0 animal skins were de,‘Sh^ld. 

behold. "’ahabAleb^u, 
ary of NDE and wood cane 
Citizen that after his training given 6000 Naira and tools »orth 
3000 Naira by the NDE adding 
it is now paying off. The wor 

j Engineer Lewis Udongo, from 
i gos was cvnosure of attraction. 
I Udongos artwork won the national 

productivity merit award in 1992. A 
graduate of University of Lagos, 
Udongo read civil engineering but 
his interest in artistic designs got the 
better part of him after a short stint 
as a staff of NDE. Today, prices of 
Udongo's work range between 5,000

I Naira and 100,000 Naira. The collec­
tions on display include Ramadan 
festival. Golf scene,, mairuira and

| slave trade. The ministry 
j Ca p i ta 1 Terri tory rei tera tc 
I ity of Abuja and called
I both local and foreign

invest in the FCT.
I Statesand local government were
I not left out. Nearlv all the states had 

their special days, and the state 
I nuhl.HVddminish.Horsand theirof
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Kaduna Trade Pair
Not a
SotwrtW.andu^ the harsh weaSeran^ ̂ °duna l»teItVa 
tm. peopie find tune to attend the 16th

tionalTr*A - canter assump- 
M - - r t ' - th Kaduna Inter-

nauina. Trade Fair which er ded last Sun day February S, was 
rescue, ding success. Despite the \ 

harsh barmattar wind and heavy \ 
5ust not altogether unusual in the \ 
-erthem states at this time of the ■

, tb.o usar.es of p eople including 'exr.ic.tcrs/parucipants and busi- \ 

- r-ss men; w omen t’nronged the hur- \ 
-edlv constructed but sprawling \ \ew Trade Fair ground along \ 

y_2^ur.a-Zar.a road. Indeed for the 
_--n days the fair lasted, almost eve- \ ‘^•cne was there. Beggars, hawkers, '

usar.es
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sacked for demanding higher pay
have outlived their usefulness in the 
company. They have converted PAN 
into their private property. The so­
lution now lies in their leaving this 
company" they said.

By Aboky Suleiman with 
additional reports from Tola Sun­

day, Yekini Abdullahi 
and Abu Mommoh

State administrator said the cham- 
I ber has to "improve its environment 

to look more friendly", Abdul- 
kareem Popoola, a manager with 
CFAO Motors spoke in similar vein. 
To him, the fair ground "is not an 
ideal environment to create market", 
pointing to inadequate convenience 
such as toilet at the fair ground. 
Others however found ways to keep 
the incessant dust in check by don­
ning a nose and mouth mask like 
doctors at operation theatre.

he industrial action by the 
junior staff of Peugeot 
Automobile Nigerian Lim­

ited, (PAN) to press home their de­
mands for improved welfare pay 
reached its peak last week when the 
management decided to sack all of 

I them. The dismissal letters dated 
January 31, 1994 and signed by the 
managing director, Mr. Jacque 
Manlay stated that the management 
took the action because the workers 
have adamantly refused to call off 
the strike.

About 1,100 junior staff were af­
fected. The management has how­
ever given the workers interested to 
re-apply. Before the sack notice, the 
junior employees had barricaded the 
gates lead ing to the company's com­
mercial section, chanting abusive 
songs. They also prevented people's 
movement into and outside the com­
pany's premises.

The striking workers also in­
dicted the management for its reluc­
tance to heed their demands. They 
were irked by the lowly 45 Naira 
monthly medical allowance they

NIGERIA _________
fidals used the opportunity to woo 
investors to take advantage of the 
rich potentials in their states.

The leaders in banking industry 
were not left out, they include Bank 
of the North, Union Bank, Allied 
Bank, Airibank and UBA. National 
Board for Community Banks, NBCB 
was also at the fair to create aware­
ness to community banks in their 
localities. All of them wore there to 
render services or promote their 
products. Service organisation in­
cluding the Nigerian Telecommuni­
cations Pic, the Nigerian Communi­
cation Commission, MG Communi- 
rations System Limited, ABG and 

' Harka Air also participated. Others 
I wore National Economic Recon-

PAN 
Him

Junior workers are

i .___
Tumaka: not witch-hunting here

Prior to this development, the 
workers circulated a nine-point 
demand. These include six to six 
working hour for the security staff 
be cancelled henceforth, free medial 
attention in place of 45 Naira allow­
ance, and that three day salary cut 
by management during nation-wide 
strike last year, be paid without 
delay.

A source who claimed to be secu-

I1.1 enjoy.
Some of the junior staff alleged 

| that "some of the management staff
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rity staff stated that "We refused the 
request of the management because 
it is clearly an exploitation and be­
fore this action we gave our condi­
tion that if we are to work on Satur- 

' day it has to pay us 200 per cent of 
that day's pay."

In the commercial section when 
Citizen sought the opinion of some 
car dealers, they disclosed that the 
problem in PAN is degenerating, 

, adding that the reaction of junior 
workers was justified.

Citizen also gathered that, the 
public relation manager, Mrs. Lami 
Tumaka who was on leave was 
immediately recalled to mediate 
between managementand the work­
ers.

When Citizen contacted Mrs 
Tumaka, she contended that "the 
crux of the matter started when the 
management asked the junior staff 
to pay back 10 working days that 
accrued when they boycotted their 
work during last year's nation wide 
strike either in form of salary cut for 
period of five months or continue 
with Saturday's work to replace the 
last 10 days." She also told Citizen 
that management has no time to 
witch-hunt any of its junior staff.

Other reasons adduced by the 
workers, Citizen learnt include per­
sonal emolument and an improve­
ment in the workers' condition of 
service to cape with inflation

By Yabagi KoIo

struction Funds (NERFUND), Na­
tional Maritime Authority, Nigerian 
Ports Pic, National Electric Power 
Authority NEPA — to enlighten the 
public on their services.

In oil and manufacturing sector, 
Nigerian National Petroleum Cor­
poration, NNPC, and its subsidiar­
ies were represen ted at the fair. While 
AP introduced its Apicide insect kil­
ler, manufacturing companies like 
the Cement Company of Northern 
Nigeria and NAFCON also partici­
pated. The giants in Automobile 
industry at the fair include PAN, 
Niger Motors, ANAMMCO and 
Leventis.

How do the people assess the 
fair? Colonel Musa D. Kano, Rivers I
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, ——u such a gov-1 Tranent ask for our confidence and
.-destar-dmghAnd if it does, why
should we give it’ After all confi- ------- ----- ”k"xn’^anaridla«:I
jar ce beg^-.s confidence. Time also t the debate on the IM , bureau imposes discipline and checks on a \ in 1986 with the p° » deluding 

\ leader. TtK its leaders not to be sub- i debate. Most Nigeria l^jebate- 
i iect to the discipline of a party, a those who set us on
i parliament; a legislature or I .
' time is one of the worst situ- r» -—

■ scale. MU! Uie events or the I
| past eight years, it is dear that the | 
: Civilian politicians of the Second I 

Republic were far less rapacious in j 
their corruption compared to the 
military who succeeded them, and 
far less degenerate in their social 
and economic management.

But the greatest danger that mili- 
tarv governance po**es to our polity 
lies in the failure of the military to 
break the vicious cycle ot succeed­
ing itself- Unless Nigerians stand up 
against this trend, it may continue 
indefinitely.

Inv a riably our leaders have tailed 
because we have allowed them to 
fail us. Then we scamper for solu­
tions to problems that should not 
have arisen. Those leaders or erst­
while leaders sit down and enjoy 
and laugh waiting for another op­
portunity. What a tragedy for a na-

State ot the nation-. Obasanjo V*
—___ _3ein% excerpt of his kevnote address at a workshop otS ,

on February Tyd3 .. ——T j a government out of lack of . t----------By \ _,nio \ \
■ ccriier.ee in itseif fails to re- General OlusegunO^J^— 1

CG-se CTCx.der.ee in us by telling_________----------dTnce. \
,ts -programme and now long it 1 non'. Since unite behfo

—es to implement that pro- has not been able leader. I"S-^r■—,e, why should such a gov- one non-military F°yichindobepo” 
_..entask for our confidence and . believewecanuni^l ierstar dir gl And if it does, why litical issue. It “ csBVerised'‘n

y.d we give it? After all confi- \ ln!985wew p^pandla ^begets confidence. Time also \ the debate on foe IMF 1°*
\ eposes disdnline

House f
.-dally to justify and explain its I 
insistencies as evidence that it is / 

v^. to the wishes of the people. I
How are the wishes of the people I 
determined without the elected rep-/ 
resentatives of the people and with-1 
out an election or a referendum? I 

For as long as our leaders and I 
I sponsors of leaders lead and spon-1 

— sor for personal, ethnic, geographi- /
c*ebat(T>’.'““ '"v / ca^ sectional, religious and purely I

/ ~_ - ’Ost NigeJZ’’ ? economic interests, for so long tvi" I
Unders(^?v‘!^c]u^,ng I the problems remain with 

00(1 little or'nn.k ’' I matter the sophistication
,ng of the or the frequency' ~ nrovidi

ations that a country can be 
in. And how seriously'IF 
should anybody take theidea 
that the constitutional con- ' 
ference that has no hand in 
voting ii) the military goy. I 
emment should determine 
its agenda. For us to take 
such idea seriously, the out­
come or decision of the 
constitutional conference 
should be binding on the 
military government.------------------- ------------------------

Corruption on any scale Obasanjo: we must put our house in order disclaimer.,
is bad; so is mismanagement on any operations and policies of the IMF- tantly.no ru-sr 
scale. But given the events of the | In the end the two debates served | ^ntryhaspi 

the purpose they were meant to ( .. i^ .a.-rsh
serve; to provide a diversion. Now. 
we are warming up to another di­
version, and a more dangerous one I 
called the constitutional conference. | 
I will sav more about this presently-

Meanwhile. 1 would like to draw 
another parallel between the pres­
ent adminisirationand itspredeces- 
sorintheuse. -id abuse of the press. 
It is common knowledge that the 
last full military administration hired 
hack writers to mislead the public, 
assassinate the character of innocent 
persons and to create the impres- 
sion which the government wanted, 

! howevermisleading.Editorialswere 
sponsored and planted These prac- 
ticcs were acknowledged at thehigh- 
est level of government. The present , 

1 administrationhasembarkedonthe 
same method and the samepractice J.

sor for P01 will
iomic JnW^’ain wim us- n° 

the problems r®>X,bon of our

-i ssSggS!

Nigeria and d have
lowcrship- -is unfortu-

____ been voted in as th P---  ofthiscountry.Therehasnevc 
been a disclaimer. But mom impor 
-ntlv noresponsiblevoicefromup-

ited to only one particular section of 

lhL Tome such statements from such 
quarters do great disservice and 
harm to our nation. I recall som 
tinwago, a social critic from the west 
wrote to sav that the north has no 
culture. I was incensed because it 
culture is the total way of life of a 
people, it is like saying the north has 
no way of life — how ridiculous. • 
Th is gen tieman was promptly called 
to order and he never made such a 
silly statement again. For as far as 1 
know there is no section of Nigeria 
that is not endowed with people 
who can provide good leadership. 
In most cases it is a matter of oppor­
tunity.I haw had the fortune of work- 
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ccriier.ee
CTCx.der.ee
tantly.no


1—Tjd from public funds being tours provided agreateducarioi 
Lnuehttoorderbythegovemment, —----------
The media in the south thatrepHed in 
v-nd were either banned or closed 
down This was deliberately play- 
•ng the north against the south for

1 personal interest.
have always maintained that 1 

would be more diminished as a citi­
zen of Oduduwa Republic than as a 
citizen of Nigeria. I believe that those 
who might seek solacem the Repub­
lic of Dan Fodio would be equally 
diminished. Thesamegoes for those 
who sought solace in Republic of 
giafra. But more importantly and as 
experience in other parts of the world 
would show, we would be further 
impoverished if we disintegrate, as 
we would have to spend an increas­
ing part of whatever resources we 
have on armsand armament, if only 
to assuage the consequent feelings 
of insecurity and suspicion.

There is a grand falsification and 
misperception goingaround that the 
presidential system isexpensiveand 
therefore we should opt again for 
the parliamentary system. The ques- 
tion is: expensive for what and for 
whom? Of course, corruption is 
expensiveand destructive. And most 
of the expenses people talked about 
are expenses on corruption and 
waste and not the direct expenses on 
operatingand running thepresiden- 
tialsystem. After all, the late Mallam 
Aminu Kano contested and ran on 
the presidential system in 1979 
winning two of the 19 states. No 
contestantoraspirantcould be more 
financially modest than Mallam 
Aminu Kano, nor could any politi­
cal party be more austere than PRP. 
But by the standard of 1993 elec­
tions, he would not have raised 
enough money to con testin his ward.

The greatest advantage of the 
presidential system is that the coun­
try is the constituency of the presi­
dent. He is obliged to know the 
country and to seek support across 
the country. Even if he is a tribal 
baron, his horizon and outlook will 
be broadened by the end of a nation­
wide campaign. In 1979 two of the 
presidential con testants confessed to ; 
me that the country-wide campaign

_ ,n 
them. The campaign time may 
the only time that a president \ 
visit some parts of the country d 
ing the term of his presidency. Thi 
are gains that we should not lose 
the altar of corruption and wa­
lking regarded as expenses. T 
system in which one person contrc 
the executive and the legislate 
bodies concentrates more power: 
that person than the one that sep. 
rates the executive from the legisl; 
tive. What is important is opennes; 
accountability, transparency, free 
dom of expression.

Manipulation of the judiciary ii 
a way that undermined its crudibil 
ity, independence and effectiveness 
is one of the greatest disservice ol 

I the last full military administration 
to the country. To destroy the judici­
ary is to enthrone anarchy. Inde­
pendence of the judiciary must 
remain sacred. It is in the best inter­
est of the people to ensure this, oth­
erwise there will be no honest and 
credible arbiter between citizens and 
between the citizens and the gov­
ernment especially one that is full of 
mischief. The judiciary also needs to 
save itself and enhance its worth, by 
jealously gu ar dingitsindependence.

We must never be tired of de­
manding that any government 
should chasten itself and give us the 
foundation and the example to pro­
pel us forward. We must demand 
that any government should deal 
honestly with us and level up with 
us. We must have the programme 
and the timetable of any govern- B 
ment to be able to assess its perform- ■ 
ance. We must have accountability H 
and transparency that we are not H 
gettingnow. If any administration is R 
turning evil we should spare no ef- F 
forts or no sacrifice to remove it.

Nigeria has a responsibility to 
the black race to put its house in 
order and show that the race is not 
doomed. We cannot afford to fail 
because of our responsibility to 
ourselves, the rest of Africa and the 
black world. We owe it as a duty to 
future generations not to misuse the 
God-given resources to all Nigeri­
ans — past, present and future.

ingTId indi' 
gUduals fr°of 

- vidu merof 
cve’Xgouttwo 

our country- ^no^^tdy 
ofsuchmenfro^ 
tion here, one w r,>herbfi^°'?LTrie- 
above me, and the my

tion, Malam acComP**e* 
are by any standard a the^ 
leaders. Men and *°£^esayb*ef 
abound everywhere- section o 
that the argument111 tivelypo°rer' 
the country is compa de that sec­
that situation shoul condnu°Ys
tion of the country leadership 
production of Po^fcrCrnfortunately/ 
may not be helpfm- jjStribution 
it reinforces resources duCtion 
syndrome rather than ^orrUption 
mentality. It encourage ^^ing 
and injustice. And u y cOndirion 
to be there to improve the ne-
of your own poor possi y cannot 
gleet of my own poor, o y oWn, 
trust me to do justice poor
why should I and aS our 
repose confidence m y
leader. n __aV trib-

At this juncture, let J1 P st the 
ute to those who st°?^?role that 
diabolical and distabliz 8 the 
Radio Kaduna playedId S>ne/ 
Babangida-created notlisten

Kaduna alerted me and urge 
assist in giving hope, conf idencean 
assurance of peace and secun tyto 
Nigerians wherever they hve. It 

1 that alert that partly mademecaH a
press conference to urge Nig 
to remain calm in their places of 
abode and to ensure them that th 
crisis would not lead to civil . ’ 
Unfortunately some mass mediai m 
the south replied in kind to Radio 
Kaduna.Isay unfortunately because 
two wrongs don't make a right. But 
rather than Radio Kaduna which is
Citizen, February 7,1994
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I Citizen,

„ | lowever, the 
»ntt»

cast a reflective look i 
And, as he nodded 
thought, he charged

i

..... i

"The Indians 
,erc here and . 
h □ rail system 

'rrioveouri ’ 
• )bleins' a rai^

rcct experiment I 
managers was in 

*g|TES, a consor- I 
was invited to 1 

'’.he N'gcrian rai1' I 
^Wtc had beSun “>sh0W 

iv»at n . a life-line grant I 
Naira from the 

,ation, the coun- 
aS indeed brought

When Chief Ebenezer Babatope, 
transport and aviation minister 

dropped the hint in Lagos last week of 
the plan to reinvite the Indians, Pa 

Owolabi viewed it as a welcome relief

c^“’ A he l3’‘they'
5a .11 "'he ><> -cC ’d.d""l\<a”1 People

Wh<1n»‘ *’ problems, but a rail ; 
tha> d‘’ ,iv>- ,,t’ > is able to meet the 
(jnd) "‘ti.m lliaecs " However, the 
cl>rp-^ eba'I*;1tlrncnl> niay n°l 
preseoN, sC”"’ 
"’"’imced- first dire

With
^sol^nt.lla- 
<>taboO,;dn„nisfa

Shafi00. ..stem
ra11 ',r' t to lifc „ vears, recalled an-

1 ba Within th^ ythc NRC had be-
■ ther Pcn!’1<> eant ‘hat the govem-
3 ,me so vvlthhold further
ita con'1- u1 merit was „Tbc corporation was

‘ subvcbsiont sOstaimng." said the
not only set who pleaded not
middle age“ was ]cndlng oul
t„ be name .(hc.lty council." But 
money'» c „,crebelicved to have
theexpairta cking ]n ,98, on lho

: been sent K bby frorn politicians
j strength o' contractors.and big d thc Indians left

N° '"Tset in again on thc NRC.
that the rot sc ^8..^, of 1955

money mee' -st of produchon, 
improve market share and quality 
of «rvice; to ensure safety of opera­
tions and maximum efficiency; to 
meet social responsibility m a man­
ner that will meet the requirement of 
rail users, trade, commerce, indus­
try, government and the general 

public."Not many watchers of the rail­
ways would stake a bet that the NRC 
has achieved most of these lofty 
objectives since thc Ind iar.sdepartcd 
in 1982. But fewer still believed that 
the mere recall of the Asians is the 

_ ultimate panacea for the ills facing

February 7,1994
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Babatopc: the Asians again?

1 herefore, when Chief Ebenezer 
Babatope, transport and aviation

1 minister dropped the hint in Lag05 
■ last week of the plan to reinvicc the 
I Indians, Pa Owolabi viewed it as a 

___  7 for top 
„ ,‘ntstaff of the beleaguered 

corporation whom Citizen gathered 
may stop up lobby to abort thc plan. 
This notwithstanding, it docs ap­
pear Chief Baba tope will not give *n

wc"

I we left 
behind." But Pa Owolabi found an 

i man­
corporation briefly in the 
s. "Hehl the Indians,” he j welcome relief. But not so 

managemei
oration wiium ----- c,
step up lobby to abort the plan-

will not g'vc

Return to the , 
After severaVyearTofinertia, will the Niger'30 Ra'c^er'1 
CorPOTa^on' move forward under the mana& 

of Indians as Chief Ebenezer Babatope, transpo^^?
aviation minister, unveils plans to reinvite t te

-rT f the uncertain future of the Ni- 
W gcrian Railway Corporation,

NRC has inflicted agonv on thc '.\ psyche of the Nigerian populace, its ‘ ■ 
\ lost glory ts being bemoaned by the 
\ cotporations army of pensioners.
\ One of 'hem is 81 year-old fa Sole ( 
\ Qwolabi who pined the railway on \ , 
\ tulv as a cerkerist. . \
\ \\sked by Citizen to compare the I j 
\ aih^ay of his days with what it is \ 
\ ' lav,the old man paused a while to \ 
\ u r, ■ ■ history. \

with deep
"Nobody, \

^body would have dreamt in those \
ihat the railway could ever J

Kr -ome a mere shadow of itself ." b ' Ever since I retired on Novem-
I ->t 1968," he emphasised al the
I mne-M-tta, Lagos headquarters of \ v NRC "I cannot see any signitv 
\ Tant ^ovcmcnt^oii. what

exception in the Indians who 
aged the corporation briefly 
early 80's. the Ir.dizr.

i exclaimed, "just like the British, they 
I (the Indians) were very good," said 
I pa Owolabi as he went on to high- 
I light their achievements on opera- 
I pons and administration.
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it difficult to re-

NIGERIA
the country's railway system.

The new development has now 
become the subject of measured 
discussion among top management 
staff of the corporation. But other 
categories of staff were generally 
indifferent except few who viewed 
it as a good omen. The apprehension 
of the top management staff is un­
derstandable.

Citizen gathered that the plan to 
invite Asians was actually the first 
official indictment of the NRC's 
management over the near total 
collapse of the country's railway 
system. And the implicatidn,accord­
ing to an insider, is that many top 
officials would be removed.

Although, Citizen was informed 
that the NRC has not been officially 
notified of the development since it 
did not recommend such a policy, 
Mr. David Ndakotsu, its 
imagemaker, said NRC cannot ques­
tion the ministry. Said he: "We are a 
parastatal that implements govern­
ment policy decisions."

Railway watchers, however, 
expressed fear last week that unless 
solutions to the problems of NRC 
are coordinated, the government 
may have embarked on another wild 
goose chase. Since 1984, official at­
tempt at salvaging the railway, had 
been based on an illusion of its "over­
bloated staff strength." And between 
that year and 1993, no less than 23,000 
staff of the corporation have been 
retrenched.

The president and secretary­
general of the Nigeria Union of Rail­
waymen, NUR, could notbe reached 
when Citizen called recently as they 
were said to be out of Lagos. But the 

> union has noted in a recent policy 
statement that "such retrenchments 
and staff rationalisations are no 
panacea for the ills of the NRC. The 
problems, noted NUR, has to do with 
the dwindling fortunes of the corpo­
ration in the last one decade and the 
"ostentations tendencies" of the 
management staff.

NRC's Ndakotsu, however, dis­
missed the allegation of ostentatious 
living as unfounded. "Every expen­
diture we incurred was within the 
provisions of regulations," he
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stressed. He expectedly agreed that 
the NRC was grossly underfunded. 
A situation, railway watchers be­
lieve was responsible for the virtual 
collapse of necessary infrastructures.

Between 1955 and 1963, the NRC 
could boast of 307 locomotive en­
gines made up of 250 steam and 57 
diesel. This stock had, between 1964- 
78, been reduced to 219. And worst 
still, by 1986 when passenger traffic 
had risen to 9.9 million and goods to 
0.9 million tonnes, the NRC had only 
61 locomotives engines. This had 
been depleted to just 35 in 1989 until 
additional 10 were bought in 1990.

Citizen investigations, however, 
revealed that the gory tale of neglect 
depicted by the NRC was at vari­
ance with expressed determination 
of successive governments to fund 
it. When formerPresidentBabangida 
visited the railway infrastructure on 
October 4, 1989 he was quick to 
identify the problem of the NRC. 
Said he in the visitor's register: "My 
visit this jnoming has more than 
convinced me that given the neces­
sary support this organisation will 
surely mo<e the world."

But when thego vemment agreed 
to a three-year revitalisation pro­
gramme estimated to cost 2.6 billion 
Naira, between 1990 and 1993 the 
money did not flow smoothly. In­

stead, only 400 million Naira was 
released before the balance got stuck 
in the ministry. Some of the NRC top 
official. Citizen gathered, were being 
tantalised that given the present 
handicap, "even the Indian rail 
magician" would not find it easy if 
indeed they are to return.

On the eve of their departfire in 
1982, the Asian rail experts have- 
handed a terse warning to the gov­
ernment on how best to keep the 
country's rail system on track. 1 
"Unless," they predicted, "Hie gov-, 
eminent took serious steps to pro­
vide new diesel locomotive engines, . 
wagons, coaches and spare-parts 
before it was too late, NRC services 
and operations would grind to a 
halt." Watchers of the Nigerian rail­
way, however, expressed dismay 
thatif this Warning had been heeded, 
the country may not afterall need 
the services of Indian railway man­
agers.

Mr. Ndakotsu, agreed this much 
when he told Citizen that the coun­
try cannot afford to allow the rail­
way to die. Said he: "Sir-Siaka Ste­
vens, late ex-president of Sierra 
Leone described his only regret in 
life as his decision to dose down his 
country's railway system."

rageous sums
tius Apeh the candidates performed 
poorly in the science subjects, while 
only'19 per cent of the entire candi­
dates passed the English language 
examination. Mr. Apeh told Citizen 
last week that the result was the 
worst ever recorded in the last five 
years of the examination.

Commenting on the students 
performance in the 1993 SSCE ex-

_____si»oi
Examination result wr” ' jjdates 
penultimate week as v their besieged their centres to chec
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itions-

If you consider the increasing number 
of students who sit for SSCE and other 
public examination you discover that 
those who are joking with the educa- 

l tional sector are toying with the hopes of 
millions of Nigerians,”

5°°
many„chas2'\, re-e"'

11/ V-J
Fa la de: why the di 

charges 
examinai 
vealed that areajllectingasrnucn0-'^^ re-*— 
from students 8?' amination- 
rolled for the WAEC exa M 
Omoivunmi Oloidi, a ‘plucky 

| pupil is one of those wn ^.g^aira 
to have been able to pay |,erI for her re-registration because

. x-..:s could afford it. Mt
However, many othersas lucky as they could not aff 

pay the amount demanded 
examination. Miss Ngozi Etuk, to 
Citizen last week that she was 
able to re-register for the examina­
tion because her parents coul no I 
afford to pay for her. j

Citizen's efforts tc^know why the j 
school principals are demanding 
huge fee from students wasmetwi*!1 I 
resistance, when Mr Alade Israel, 
the principal of Ojota Grammar I 
School declined comments on the 
issue. Said he: "f am a civil servant,

I don't talk to the press."I However, an official in Yaba I 
headquarters of the West African Examination Council, WAEC, told j 

Citizen that it is illegal for any prin­
cipal to have coll .ted an amount 
exceeding 500 Naira from any stu-

By Samson Ojo 
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amination, Gabriel Falade, national 
secretary, Nigerian Union of Teach­
ers (.NUT) told Citizen last week that 
the poor performance in the SSCE I 
examination was as a result of lack 1 
of incentives and encouragement for 
teachers. These have led to low I 
productivity on the part of teachers. 
‘Teachers have not been receiving 
their salaries regularly, they are 
treated as second class citizens, so 
they don’t put in their best." he said.

Buttressing Falade's argument, 
Professor Aladesanmi Ayeni, of 
departments education administra­
tion, University of Lagos told Cilizer 
last week that "the Nigerian govern­
ment has to reorganise its priorities; 
and give education its right of place. 
Every developed country in the 
world knows that education is the 
first factor in development. Some of I Ayuand
the money wasted through misman- I rianhasexpressedconcemoverpoor i

1 agement and corruption will have to performance. He blamed the inces- 
be rerouted into the educational sant school closure for the poor | 

' sector. Nigerians arc enthusiastic I performance. He said NATAN is I
about education because we all see it I worried and very seriously con- I 

■ as the only way to get to the top. If cemed about the falling education I 
, you consider the increasing number i standard and the poor treatment of | 
I of students who sit for SSCE and teachers.

other public examination you dis- I Already many of those students 
cover that those who are joking with I who failed the 1993 SSCE examine- . - 
the educational sector are toying I tion and wanted to rc-cnrol for the j parents 
with the hopes of millions of Nigcri- I 1994SSCEcxaminationhavcstarted 
ans," he said. Many Nigerians are I falling victims of undue cxploita- 
conccrned with the deteriorating | tion as many school principals have

rfopnance at the yearly SSCE. Babs started cashing in on the opportu- 
j Animashaun, chairman of the Na- nity to collect outrageous fees from 
I jjonai Parent Association of Nige- I them despite the fact that WAEC
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i war 
education to end the

fo sccon- 
education for al'?‘r‘LX-ithleg^- 
dary school, to be b programme, 
lation. To broaden top b Coun- 
membership of the force oncil of Women Societies tasK 
VVF, is to be expande ■ firrnRecognising the need also

financial base, the se up of a 
recommended the se —------

Dalhatu: health minister

■ be established at national state and 
local government levels.

In addition,itcalled on themin- 
istry of communication to issue a 
commemorative stamp on Vesico 
Vaginal Fistula (VVF) to raise aware­
ness both nationally and globally-

The WF scourge is usually at­
tributed to early marriages among 
women, who while on delivery 
develop complications because their 
system is not developed. This often 
results in tearing of the bladder and 
permanent leakage of urine. In most 
cases, such women are abandoned 
by their husbands. The surgical 
operation to repair the vaginal takes 
up to one year or more, largely be­
cause of lack of experts and medical 
personnel. A large percentage of WF 
victims are found in the northern 
states

NCWS/WF fund while January 24 
each year is to be observed as the 
National Vesico Vaginal Fistula Day. 
The seminar recommended that the 
week preceding January 24 be des­
ignated as WF fund raising week, 
whileNCWS/WF oneNaira should

e-I

The seminar, 
however, stro"^,y 
contended thar 
only way to era *“ 
cate this scourge 
through preven »

KeajthX----~■
Vvp ——----------

®very man^
Seminar on VVF advocates more <-.

scourge
F|j| National Council of 

3 Women's Societies of Ni- 
d^?m'8ena' NCWS'is waginS a 
Vaginal* ,War aSainst Vesico 
estimated1StU a' f°r which an 
are affT quartGr °f million women 
month nahonwide. Late last 
national 6 C0Unci* held its second 
nal fist S,erninar on the vesico vagi- 
Hotel vUia Pro8ramme in Daula 
thelarcr no> Incidentally, Kano with 
cases 1 concentration of the WF
ect. aS ch°sen for the pilot proj-

ParticP16 tW° da^ SGminar allowed 
On Pai}ts to review progress made 
SGn . G Pilot projects and further 
then kr 8OVernments, members of 
m. *canci the international com- 
s_ 1 y °n the need to prevent the 
s KUJ^e; The council noted with 
trP72!Cti°n Pro8ress madG in the 
vic+4 and rehabilitation of the 
and iqS’ U Stat<2d that between 1984 

993z the number of surgical re­
pair of vesico vaginal fistula in­
creased from 89 to over 1000, but 
noted that about 150,000 other pa- 

ents are still on the waiting list, 
onsequently, the seminar urged 

governments to ensure that primary 
and secondary health centres are 
strengthened to recognise high risk 
cases, establish new centres through­
out the country, intensify training of 
health personnel and social workers 
for improved care and rehabilita­
tion of VVF patients. While calling 
for more seminar/workshops on 
VVF to be conducted in the state and 
local government areas, the seminar 
argued that there is urgent need for 
research, documentation, mainte­
nance of data base, publication and 
the application of findings relating 
to VVF. In the light of these, the 
council enjoined the media, all the 
relevant ministries, and other non-

"Government organi­
sations to provide 
sustained informa­
tion on the disease

The seminar/ 
however, strongly 
contended tha 
only way to eradicate 
this scourge

ment, the exPanst°" 
of maternal health 
services and coopera­
tion of all the people.

Consequently, 
the seminar enjoined 
government to pro 
vide facilities for free 
and compulsory for 
n.al and informal
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L
Ogwuma: how many more to got 

tion of holding action, a punitive 
measure to closely monitor ail*nS 
banks. Inspite of all these measures/ 
the overall picture of distress in the 
banks has not changed as more and 
more came to fall into the category- 
Sometime in 1993, the CBN man- 

I dated the NDIC to take over the 
management of five state owned 
banks namely, Pan African Bank, 
NewNigeria Bank, Cooperativeand 
Commerce Bank, Mercantile Bank 
and African Continental Bank. These 
banks will remain under NDIC 
approved interim management 
boards until theirsituation improves.

For banks like the National Bank 
owned by the states that make up 
the former western region, years of

neitheralchc - I-’.---------*,a’;1 u‘
many of the banks what sustained 
them, according to analysts and 

' supported by events when it dried 
up was the foreign exchange allo­
cated to them under the various 
foreign exchange allocation schemes 
of the CBN. With the wide differ­
ence between the official rate and 
that of the parallel market it was 
quite easy for the banks to make 
ends meet. It was therefore no sur­
prise that many banks like the two 
liquidated recently never bothered 
to open a single branch apart from 
their headquarters. This situation left 
them open to the accusation of being 
glorified bureau de change.

With such clear dependence it 
only required a measure as that 
which changed the manner of for- 

1 eign exchange allocation to disori­
ent a number of banks. Other short­
comings that added to their woes 
include mismanagement, and board 
squabbles. There was also the mis­
match of funds such that she*-*- *• 
funds \---- *' w _____
ing.

When all these problems began 
to take their toll, many of the banks 
experienced liquidity problems 
which gave rise to default in pay­
ment to depositors. As the situation 
deteriorated, the CBN and its off­
spring, the Nigerian Deposit Insur­
ance Corporation, NDIC had to step 

.....veu co in to protect depositors and restore - eventually peaked at 120, sanity in an industry gone haywire, there was cut throat competition for Over the last three years, the regu- 
I deposits, rise in interest rate and lating bodies have adopted various ■ 
lowering of professionalism as measures to prevent the affected 
mobility of labour became the vogue banks from going under. The meas-
inthemdustry.Contrarytotheimage ures included loans to the affected 
they have created, the bankorc ..- banks restructuring and the imposi- _

ow""»I suran^c''h'con*0 banks by the Central Bank

! regulatOr.. 2’?lrat‘on, Nn?^'°n wilh the Ni8erian DeP0Slt
I beleaguer ,ulboritie_ raised the question of how far the 

S ed financial80 in lheir effort t0 bring sanity10 the 

—___ Sector of the economyWa ’ch’nt BaL,"rited and^lBank

that only those hvoyt!UrPri«, u was 
edgeofthcCBN'"^tedthcsh 

And while th' DIC saxc.

go any further. av° the heart to
Now that thevh».

jugular there is lit" , ' 8°n<! f(w the 
scssment by the ,tO bc a reas- 
banks especially th?.'Sts and thc 
destined for the slaughter . S“m 
recent years, theb.„i housc- In 
asaresultoflhederoln^C,0r-had 
of the Structural Adfusta°n

moreappar™™th°WeV"hadbeen 
banks thatcameintoh^Umbur°fne" 
they gave to the economy, anboost 
managing'dbeMo^of ca°nC'imC 

Merchant Bankobserved inomstorv 

vol5N^Thhe biS C.S. 01.5 No. 2 the number of banks tha t 
came into being from 1986 to date >s 
more than those that existed in 
Ntgena from the colonia! period to 
1986. As their number continued to 
rise and eventually peakc '
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By Mainlr Dan-Ali

reached the present state.
Meanwhile, as the number of 

banks in distress continues to rise 
only urgent measures in line with 
restructuring, merger or acquisition 
could limit the number of hopeless 
cases that cannot be rescued. A 
banker who is conversant with the 
situation on the ground summed it 
up thus: "If the closure of the two 
banks is the beginning of the exer­
cise, it is good as it could restore 
sanity in the industry. If, however, it 
ends with the two banks then not 
much will come out of it."

Kapital Merchant Bank Limited
1. Dr. O.Odogwu (Chairman/Chief 

Executive)
2. Alhaji Mustafa A. Wushishi
3. P.M. Mbanefo
4. S.A. Kufeji
5. S.E. Emiowele

List of one office banks
1. Triumph Merchant Bank
2. Sodete Bancaire Nigeria Limited
3. Prudent Merchant Bank
4. Peak Merchant bank
5. New World Merchant Bank
6. Midas Merchant Bank
7. FSB International Bank
8. Magnum Trust Bank Limited
9. Abacus Merchant Bank Ltd.
10. Citi Trust Merchant Bank
11. Comet Merchant Bank
12. First Interstate Merchant Bank
13 .Fountain Trust Merchant Bank
14. Group Merchant Bank
15. Hillcrest Merchant Bank Ltd.
16. Indo-NigeriaMerchantBankLtd.
17. Investment Banking and Trust 

Co. Ltd.
18. Lead Merchant Bank
19. Marina International Bank Ltd. 

(Merchant Bankers)
20. Afribank International (Merchant 

Bankers)

The two failed banks and their di­
rectors
Financial Merchant Bank Limited
1. Otunba W.O.O. Ajayi (Executive 

Chairman)
2. Alhaji Magaji Dambatta
3. Prince Adejare Olateru-Olagbegi
4. Roman M. Slawinski

& ECONQWC 
to^/^^sickbabyhadonelittirTI 
n0Wca-§e its chroruc distress. It is 
the di dbeing restructured with 
lhe SpOsal of some of its assets and 
branrk ttin8 down of unviable 
Mblc es‘ forces within the CBN, 
everinbanking circle how- 
may °toate that all these measures 

to nought as the bank to 
karn*Ca^Purposes is dead. Citizen 
the v^t the millions pumped into 
derJ?1^ 8°t easily dissipated as 
deposits rS promPtly called for their

Nah Was Probably the case of the ' 
assu°n^- which promoted the
thnriu ption that the regulatory au- 
roln fGS continue to play the
SDi. Of ^ta Claus to the banks in- 
0^ e their continued failure to 
of th their ways-The recent dosure 

uie two merchant banks however 
re^?ates that the apex bodies have 
bank d tO deal with the erring 
, s- Indications of what was to 

Pp*n caine through the NDIC , 
m en two days to the event, its 

anaging director went public with 
, caH to the CBN to close down

With only one branch. With 
e announcement of Friday, Janu- 

Eh^ 1994 It was clear that Mr. 
ohdaghe was only preparing the 

Pu lie for a decision that has already 
Ccn taken.

As the other one branch bank in 
stress await their fate with trepi- 

ation, depositors of the two liqui­
dated banks have something to 
essen their loss. The deposit insur­

ance company has indicated that it 
^iU, after establishing the genuine- 
ness of their case, pay depositors up 
to 50,000 Naira. Those deposits 
higher than that and who are likely 
to be many will be the ultimate los­
ers in the debacle of the banks' clo­
sure.

Until the review of the provision 
that came with this year's budget, 
the minimum deposit for merchant 
banks was 50,000 Naira. It is against 
this background that one top banker 
who prefers anonymity called on 
the NDIC to raise the amount it pays 
to depositors in the event of a bank 
failure from its present level to 

_500,000 Naira, The banker further
Citizen, February 7,1994

Ebohdaghe: holds the axe • 
argued that given the unreliable 
nature of the information banks 
provide their depositors, the deposi­
tors should not bear the brunt of the 
bank's misdeeds. It is interesting 
that even as the CBN and NDIC 
ordered the closure of Financial 
Merchant Bank and Kapital Mer­
chant Bank, they were less foruv 
coming on the action, if any, to be 
taken against the directors an 
man agement of the two banks. The 
feeling in the banking circle is that 
unless a deterrent is established 
other promoters and managers o 
banks would just continue wi 
business as usual.

With the existing legal frame­
work CBN and NDIC cannot take 
legal action against erring ban 
promoters and managers wit ou 
referring to the already clogge 
office of the director of PuD1^ 
prosecutions. Citizen learnt tha 
regulatory bodies prefer a situa o 
whereby they could directly pro 
cute the erring banks or their agen 
in the many causes of fraud 
mismanagement that bedevil 
financial industry. For now wna- 
ever the regulatory bodies may 
on the matter it is likely-to s° 
like an excuse for their comings. Perhaps if they ha 
less accommodating of the exce 
the banks, matters ------------------
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Rescue jsJanns Eo" the solid 
maEnejrals sector:es

ag- ,uS:t!‘1^^cposito-Jap-,<'Crlt i I 9 ^ans arc underway [ week.
J : JT lorcvitahscthcmin- The highlights of he

' b ! oral resources sector of the ! plansindudcthedrawmg
Nigerian economy. The up of a national miners s 
plans were unfolded bv i policy and the revision 0 
Engineer Ibrahim Ali sec- the minerals Act I946ana

By Yakubu B. Bityong, 
Tola Sunday, 

Manir Dar.-Aliand 
Timothy Ekwebelem

Citizen, February 7, 1994

'°«nalld,
--■C( _ 
tion.. —ww.u-

??,s:atcd by the 
Aj:c*V.'‘' °wcn o. 
b-;-;. ° that .;.e

known during the board 
meeting of the company 
held rocentlyat KTLprcm- 
iscs in Kaduna.

According to managc- 
men t, the labour force had 
increased from 2,200 in 
1991 to nearly 3,000 by last 
year thereby creatingmore 
employment opportuni­
ties.

Before Churchgate 
took over as investor 
managers of KTL, in 1991, 
the composite textile mill 
had gone through bad 
times and had been oper­
ating at a loss for more 

j than a decade.

“-NX?11
balanccswh?-hnRSaCC°Unt 
bll'ionNai^hs,ooda>61 

! ba""hadXd( ‘hat *hC 
°vcr 6 9 mm- XP°nded 
scholarshiD 'OI? Naira on 
also disclnP !,Chcnie- He 
2.000su I ‘hat °vcr 
riesw^?mallcatc80- 
thclastio P Omoted since 

J^em.ony8 award

Aolosaiba taExes clhiaa’ge at
UNTAS

years in the company. Mr. 
Adetiba who has served 
as the company's manag- 

LINTAS, I ing director for the last six 
t advertis- | months took c.narge on 
took over Ja™ary 1, 1994.
>vlvncter I 

vol- 
years in I

TX/jT Dele Adetiba 
A.V-U. has been ap­
pointed the new chief 
executive of I ** — 
Nigeria's oldest advertis­
ing agency. He took 
IT"" ,Mr Sylvestci 
• loemcka who retired 
untarily after 20 years m i 
the position and about 31 '

ola
Xha?S™ in Y°>a by 

a' .:.^almanf8^*hi

.... 'ss:-

Engineer Ibrahim Ali, sec- I ................ ...........
retary of state for pctro- j Allied Regulation. Others 
•eum and mineral re- a re a development plan tor 
sources in his maiden solid minerals in Nigeria 
—ceting with chief cxecu- j and mineral resources 
dves of mineral resources, ! sector parasatatals and 
parasta taisand subsidiary i objectives.
>cmpanies in Lagos last I

KTL SMa&es 95 million
Nans’a gwrsEiitt

T^aduna Textiles has 
AX continued to wax 
stronger following its suc­
cessful tum around by 
Churchgate Industries 
"•htch took over its man­
agement two years ago.

The company made a 
profit of 93 million Naira 
and a turnover of 425 mil­
lion Naira last year. In ad­
dition to the good results, 
. 1 the debts being owed 
bY^TL before Churchgate 
08 °V,r "'hiCh Stood at 

J08 million Naira have 
been fully ,epaid fay (he 
managing agents.
_ These facts were made

:Sted-£scrv^

bclpimpxvethcv^ a.ad 
ccrrttrrt Attcm^^^ 
ccrway ;o ;a ^.n- 
roKby9ctas.o^....ya5s- 
" s=-all wale cn-c--?-’-1 
ar a s.<:jrs --scs
to them..;;r- -cut-; 
dcr-waytn;.-^.^//----.--

Uni°n Bank 
tt biIIi (J 2fr:^ko: n:?i 
stoodat3i.7b,;P'a- a!5c;s 

j with a total de^s"'? 7?‘ra

, the.ongsc^cca n!a a‘ 
pensioners- dinner held

J n order to imp»-ov *
Aservices, the "S 
National Electro 
Tic (NEPA) Yola 
tota1 °f 725 muj.on^ 
m acquiring —- a 
formers and

I existing
.MVAto7,5MvA‘l

CAC -----------

I services to all parts of the ,Tradc Fa.r bv Mr Rou 
country has opened new a"d N'vachukwu the 
offices in Port-Harcourt i f mi5si°n's public rd? 
and Kano. This was dis- j ns manager
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led army caused an ethnic bloodbath. 
The government managed to hang 
on to power albeit without Presi- 
dentNdadaye, who,along seven of 
his ministers, speaker of parliament 
Pontien Kariswani and his deputy, 
Giles Bimazubiute and deputy prime 
minister Bernard Giza, was assassi­
nated in the coup attempt.

That October 20 coup attempt, 
staged by paratroopers of the 2nd 
division as Burundi's fifth coup since 
independence in 1962 and led by 
chief of army staff Jean Baptista 
Bagaza caused a massive bloodbath. 
Ndadaye's election, the first demo­
cratically and which remarkably 
shifted power away from the pow­
erful minority Tutsi tribe was widely 
acclaimed as a worthy example in 
Africa.

When the coup failed, due mainly 
to international pressure, the assas­
sinated president's Hutu tribesmen 
who far outnumber the Tutsi were 
incensed and started killing the 
Tutsis who in turn used the army 
which they dominate to exert re­
venge. Tens of thousands of civil­
ians have died or fled from the eth­
nic terror. It is estimated that about 
750,000 people fled from Burundi to 
escape the inter-ethnic massacres. 
Tribal violence in Burundi has been 
a re-occuring issue; there were such 
mayhem in 1966, 1969, 1972, 1988 
and 1991.

Eleven heads of state of the Or­
ganisation of African Unity, OAlJ, 
at their mini summit in Cairo if 
December, two months after the 
killings, sent a 200-strong troop to 
"restore trust." That has not help6^ 
in averting the latest violence.

Government sources said the 
people behind the latest clash we^ 
the same as those behind the fail*5*1 
coup- "They are just trying to ft143' 
trate the democratic process". Th® 
UN secretary-general Boutros Ghah 
said the world body is trying 10 
organise talks between opposidon 
partiesand theFrontfor Democracy

By Mohammed Botn°* 
__________with agency repojjt-

Il v;S 'Onger news that fresh 
JI •. ° ence has erupted in Bu- 

&°vertJ’*'di. From the day the 
COt'sti£«ent dissolved the 
> to o?.nal court which tried in 
Create(j tlte leadership vacuum 
?etv- Moi assassination of presi-
jt was thior Ndadaye, 40, a Hutu, 
*®hce tpj a matter of time for vio- 
COthin^ resume. It wasn't long in 
Was hr/. government position 
1^Ondv°^dcast at thc weekend. By 
other/'30 Pcople laid dead and 40 
reports Ser*ous y wounded. Some 
at Jog even put thefigureof deaths 
ers1'oe/‘ghKng began when support" 
Virion ra<*ical opposition parties 
xnent' Strated against 1116 g°vern' 
Gana? dissolution of the court, 
blopu Ol Youths from the Tutsi tribe 
the c>v mab roads leading into 
side jk and overturned buses out- 
fired k caPitaI' Bujumbura. Police 
them ShotS bto the-air to disperse 
ne Without much success. For the 
tu days, Bujumbura was
sta a11110 a dead city-Workers 
offi eC1 hQrne a^d most government 

ces and businesses stayed closed, 
plomats said they were unable to 

their offices because of the 
arauding gang of youths who had 

erected barricades and threw stones 
a Passing cars.

Signs of trouble were evident soon 
a Berthe governmentannouncement 
'vhen the leader of RADEZ, a radi­
cal opposition party, Joseph Nze- 
mana protested strongly the gov­
ernment's decision to dissolve the 
court which was considering com­
plaints that the election by Hutu- 
dominated parliament of former 
agriculture minister, Cyprien Ntar- 
yamira, as new president was un­
constitutional. He also said that the 
decision of the court would be op- 
posed by all means at the party's dis- 

Citizen, February 7,1994

-----------

" . ____ ____ ZTlives despite clear warnings
violence claims more----- — government had

S unconstitutionally.
The court had deUbe,rated *,! 

challenge for over a week when ^officially revealed thatit was 
about to rule against the nommabOT

c^Tutsi polticians. However, two 
Hutu judges on the court resign 
amS suspicion that there wa a

Salim: what now? 
political impasse became complete 

The complex legal and p°l 
tussle taking place over the n _ & 
of a new president is in essen 
reflection of deep political an 
nic animosity between the Hutu 
Tutsi tribes. The mainly 
emment was elected last June, 
coup attempt in October by^h£__H——
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while General Constand Viljoen of :
the ultra rightist Afnkaner threat-B
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Mandela: appeals for calm
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' to share 
eonduct

A
in

and 
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Crisis looms lai as 
boycott el.

historic all raccclcct.on 
«r>ng campaign took off 
on a shaky start in South 

J Afncalastwcckasbilatc—’ 
| tween the government and the 
i tics broke down. While the 
I ment and the African I 
I Congress (ANC) seemed 
. the same principles on the ....„„„

and modalities of electioneering and 
! arrangements in post apartheid 

South Africa, the Freedom Alliance 
! of Inkatha Freedom Party and Afri- | 

kancr Peoples Front (Al'F) stood in I
I opposition,.

The government and ANC I 
wanted a unitary South Africa and I 

i single ballot elections. The Freedom 
I Alliance wanted federalism and I 
| multiple election systems. Inkatha I 
| is bent on protecting its hold on ’ 
, Bophuthatswana Republic, a mis- 
i nomer created solely for the conven- 
I icncc of apartheid South Africa, and 
I the right-wing Afrikaner, is keen on 
I Volkstaat in Western Transvaal. 
| Government spokesman Roeef 
I Moyer declared that the ANC and 
I the Freedom Alliance cannot find 
| each other. Veteran communist party i 
I deader, Joe Slovo also said that there I 
I iSHttlchopeof settlement that would I 
I persuade the right wing to abandon I 
I thiV boycott of the country’s first all | 
I race elections in April. I
I * With this latest developments,

the count down to the Apnl 27 elec- 
lions began on a sour note. Mon- 
eosuthu Buthclezi of the Inkatha 
who rc|cctcd the draft constitution "lid onlv a miracle would make his | 

party participate in the elections, |

ens war if his separatist tendencies 
are not fulfilled. He stated that vio­
lence is already high and "if we don t 
get Volkstaat it will go to the ceil­
ing."

Dr. Mandela of the ANC has 
appealed to the right wing not to 
talk about violence so easily. He said 
we know what war means.” He 

also campaigned for calm among 
races, most especially between Xhosa 

i his people and the Zulus. He also 
called on his supporters to exercise 
patience and allow free and fair 
campaigns for all, that contestants 
should not be harassed and intimi­
dated. He said he docs not want 
other parties to criticise the results of 
the elections on grounds of intimi­
dation. The manifesto of his party, 
ANC, says it recognises that the

is >n a 
out of f’nc p ., 
taxes, sper

ment
housing ‘ 
sion of m< 
lands cspec

arms
that the I 

a lies in cut- I 
. lore govern- I 

finance on ..structure, 
and education, the provi- / 
loro jobsand to redistribute I 

•v..,._  ^ecially to the blacks. /
According to the ANC, all these I 

measures were designed to achieve I 
social justice for blacks after years of 1 
apartheid. In response, President De / 
Klerk charged the ANC of irrespon- / 
sible rhetorics and promises; he / 
wonocred why the party would I 
secure the finances with which to / 
execute its promises. He claimed that I 
his party is now a national party that / 
ropi csents the whole of South Africa / 
and not a section of it. The interna- / 
tional community is also worried I 
about ANC's economic policies I 
which seems to be a radical depar- / 

ture from present economic polices, i J'ero is also the fear of a repeat of / 
f c Zimbabwean example, where / 
a ter independence the ascendancy I 

o/ whnes was curtailed. President
Crk has *Iso deployed troops 

°wnships to stem the violence, I 
bn,P°hCe 'yCre ^drawn because 
theyv^ire aCCUSed of complicity in

Shoyebi Ab,yomi 
-------- ------ — mlh reports j

"-r'- Ft-bruary 7, 1994

South AfriCa^^~~—

Rough 
democracy

- - l’ Inkatha and Afrikaner parties 
c^ions and threaten war
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Bosnia Herzegovina

Gnaw® ©fea©s

Mittcrand: for air attack 

but the three were shot and killed by 
police ata road block in an exchange 
of fire. This infiltrated the minds of 
some Britons employed by ODA on 
its convoy operations in Bosnia and 
other parts of former Yugoslavia. 
According to them "we are now 
ready to go back home, we are tired 
of seeing dead bodies everywhere," 
adding that the "crisis is dead­
locked."

The outgoing French commander 
in Bosnia, General Jean Cot had 
described the peace keeping opcra- 
Vion in Bosnia as a sham, riddled in 
crisis and blamed the UN's "fence 
sitting" posture especially on its 
failure to concretise its own resolu­
tions which at the same time degen­
erated and made the work of the 
military commanders cumbersome 
in Bosnia.

Pierre Lellouche, a member of 
the French national assembly and 
the international affairs consultant 
charged that "three years and 200,000

France calls on NATO to launch air attack on Bosnian aggressors

*T7* nremitting violence and the
n savagery of Serbian and 

Croat forces have increased 
the need for an intensive air strike 
against them in Sarajevo and Sre- 
benica. France last week called on 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisa­
tion, NATO to bomb Tuzla Airport 
to free it for the resumption of 
humanitarian aid flights. This may, 
however, depend on the decision 
reached by the UN secretary-gen­
eral, Boutros Boutros Ghali.

At NATO's last summit meet­
ing, the alliance reaffirmed its will­
ingness to make use of whatever 
means to break the Sarajevo siege 
and at the same time embark on 

j measures like the use of air strike to 
, clear the main airport of Tuzla and 
I allow the intermittent rotation of 
! troops in Srebrenica.
| President Francois Mitterand, 
j stressed that "it is high time for this 
1 decision to be carried out, because 
I innocent people arc dying everyday 

in hundreds."
Despiteeariler pledges, .herehas 

been no consensus within cither 
NATO or UN for air strike in this 
way. UN commanders in Bosnia 
have said the purpose of ensuring 

| constant supply of food and other 
relief materials is becoming impos-

I sible, because all ways to constantly 
1 get in touch with UN food suppliers 
| have proved abortive.

Similarly, the British Overseas 
' Development /Xdministration 
I (ODA) which guarantees aid distri­

bution for the government tempo­
rarily stopped relief supplies whence 
British aid driver, Paud Goodall, was 
murdered at Zcnica in Central 
Bosnia. Goodall and two of his col­
leagues wereattackd. Two managed 
to escape. A day later, Goodall’s 
suspected murderers were arrested

dead after the start of this war and 
with massacres continuing, I think 
if s important to ask why we are still 
there, why are young French men 
being killed or wounded today?" 
He also said France with 5,000 men 
in Bosnia alone, has more troops 

than any other country in 
the UN protection force in 
former Yugoslavia and 
lamented that "western de­
mocracies are being ridi­
culed."

Meanwhile, a vigilante 
group which stationed 
itself in villages near Tuzla 
and Zenica hijacked a car 
conveying some men to the 
outskirt of Zenica and shot 
them. The driver narrowly 
escaped. According to the 
spokesman of the UN High 
Commission for refugee, 
Mr. Ron Reddmond who 
was speaking with French 
journalists in Zenica, vin­
dictiveness by some un­

scrupulous terrorists was 
uncalled for, adding that 
investigation is on to fish 

out those terrorists.
Reports also said Bosnian Croats 

dwelling around Zenica attacked 
and killed Italian journalists. The 
Italian foreign affairs minister, Be­
niamino Andreatta, condemned the 
Croats' action and called forimme- 
diateinvestigationof thoseinvolvcd. 
"It is inhuman, clearly a manslaugh­
ter and those involved must be 
punished," he said.

But, Russia's Liberal Democratic 
Party (RLDP) chairman, Vlandimir 
Zhirinovsky last week, debunked 
all the allegations stated against 
Serbs and Croats and warned that 
any attempt to launch air-attacks on 
them by alliance would result into 
another serious war against Russia. 
He, then advised foreign troops in 
Bosnia and UN peace keeping forces ~ 
to leave Serbs and Croats to resolve 
their crises and determine their 
domestic problems.

By Yabagj Kolo 
with agency reports
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BIIKISU YUSUF
scripts on time) will be off your neck 
for 10 months. Ofcouree you will 
edit the magazine and that means 
you'll not be able to travel on im­
pulse. It will then be your responsi­
bility to harass others. Have fun"! I 
added gleefully. I did not wait to 
hear his response but he was still 
talking when I dashed out of his 
office. His friends, used to my habit­
ual taunting of the Mullah (as I nick­

named him) laughed heartily.
The second obstacle was Moham­

med Bomoi, thegeneral editor. When 
he breezed into my office I told him 
without looking at his face that I was 
planning to go to school. Surpris­
ingly he disappointed me. He said 
nothing. It was too good to be true I 
thought. Then I added "now I must 
complete these forms and sen d them 
to NIPSS, Kuru because time is short" 
"What! you're not going to that 
bourgeois enclave. We won't recog­
nise you when you return." I ex­
pected that outburst and when I told 
Bomoi that I had taken his initial 
silence for acquiescence heconfessed 
thathehad noobjections tomy going 
to school to fulfil a long term ambi­
tion of loaming Arabic. However, 
going to NIPSS was something else

It was obvious from the opposi­
tion that Mohammed Haruna's 
support would be the deciding fac­
tor before the issue could be tabled 
before the board of directors. 1 made 
no secret of my intention to lobby 
Mohammed who was in Lagos for 
an official assignment but Adamu 
retorted that Bomoi and himself 
would waylay him at the Kaduna 
Airport and sway Mohammed to 
their side. As it turned out, Moham­
med called from Lagos in response 
to my earlier telephone message. 
Unfortunately, I was out and there­
fore unable to "lobby" him. Natu­
rally, he asked for Adamu who

to school
Hne. Forme bcatlr>R(h'? ?ere
however la;E0ductionro^dcad- 
ofthegoodn d 'Vlth the ey??e'vas 
Two wee£ 1 had just °temen‘ 
‘he Natio^^asin^ved. 

Societies (NCWSHhof Women's 

iW
thau'hadb^^I"vh!tn I Was told 

month course .tcd for the 10 
ary29,lWe^c^eduledfor Janu. 
break the news to y Upstairs ‘°

letter and forms ^he mation

must be joking, who wiU ediZhe 
magazine in your absence’ I 
to go to school last year a'nd 
meddidn'tletme.Nowvou^antto 

Sfb'Kuruto’Nowayi-lwasenjoy. 
mg his pretentious tantrum and 
goaded him -you should be glad 
that the slave driver (Adamurewnts 
my harassing him to turn in his

seized the opportunityto ca P^_ 
for the "no school oph Mo. 
nately, it didn't work bee was a 
hammed told him that it [( 
nomination I should not mi 
comes once in a lifetime. etirne 

And for this once m

^nuSgeneralasXmbly^h^&’^J 
national Press Institute which 
slated for February 13.

If it was alright to tease w
about having to subdue;
travel home-Azarc-every *
end, I soon discovered on a

is an intensive affair covenng 
verse areas such as policy an 
egy, defence and security, 
and technology, regional s 0 
(local and international) ano 
temporary domestic environ^" 
Every day of the 10 months P 
pants would spend at the ms 
had detailed programmcsdrai K 
and participants require sp 
permits should they have a g 
reason to be absent!! And who a 
these "studcnts"?Thcyare 44 drawn 
from all walks of life, professors, 
brigadiers general, navy and air or 
captains, ambassadors, directors 
generals, colonels and police com 
missioners The sprinkling of pri­
vate sector participants arc norm 
nated by professional associations.

Wc have since been divided into 
four syndicates and lectures have 
begun in earnest. 1 miss Mullah s 
sulking face and 1 am relieved that 
he has not disappeared as he threat­
ened to do should 1 dare come to 
Kuru. To Bomoi my closest compan­
ion in the production hassle who 
insisted to the last minute that he 
would only believe "this ruse about 
going to Kuru" after I am gone, I say 
take care of my reporters and my 
collection of badges, the two treas­
ures I left in Citizen for safe keeping, 
because Kuru is real.
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Diva issued a statement in which he he?
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?^‘enn^ 
oil rninist 

wih^f
of civil servants had hit gold in the 
form of ghost workers and made 
away with roughly 62 million Naira 
between January 1985 and and De­
cember 1992.

However, when it looked like the 
political class is further being stran­
gulated, some f them began to speak 
of harassment by soldiersand inves­
tigators. Moses Adasu, it was, who 
incredibly said that the harassment 
was unnecessary because when he 
assumed office in Benue State, the 
military guys who were there did 
the same thing; he only chose to be 
silent about it!

Though tongue in cheek, this 
seemed to have fired other aggrieved 
politicians to "speak out" against 
"harassments and molestations." 
Apart from legal actions, such as the 
one instituted by Kaduna legisla­
tors, great pressure was brought to

which is not unusual except that the 
new faces are causing a big splash in 
the oil industry; most of them can 
hardly tell the difference between 
crude oil and mashed amala!

A German firm, for instance, has 
no previous record of oil trading 
and two trading companies, Nova 
Greece and Nova Petchem are 
owned by, surprise! a Greek inves­
tor. Not only that, there is no evi­
dence of investment or meaningful 
business by the companies, a neces­
sary condition for the lifting of oil.

The real meat of the new alloca­
tions however is the expected news 
that the champion of June 12 has 
himself been settled with a barrel­
full of contract to shut up. Not that 
he has, but the point has been made 
that ours is largely politics of pov­
erty. Many have profited from it. In 
the words of ABN chieftain, Chief

pus> JLliftini 
■moment-.

rxzM? ArthurNzeribe, for some especiai / 
the more noisy ones, "on June 1 
eat"!! The only person who has n 
been favoured with a contract is 
loser of June 12. I hear the allotec 
have decided that they can do With' 
out him. There are two other per 
sons who benefited from the ne 
contracts at home. One is a perpet 
ual presidential candidate; theother 
I'm trying to find out. May be read­
ers can help out. I'm looking for the 
THIRD MAN. Who is he?
said among other things that state 
administrators should desist forth­
with from molesting and forcing ex­
legislators to pay back to the public 
what they unduly took. Talk about 

the meeting of minds!I do not know the intensity of the 
pressure on other governments, but 
I do know that of Kaduna State. It 
transpired that two powerful civil 
servants close to cars of power and a 
powerful former federal civil ser­
vant put pressure for the discon­
tinuance of the arrests and deten­
tions. Like many things in Nigeria, 
thiswasnotdoncinthepublic good; 
it is so that certain past shady deals 
stay that way. The task force that is 
recovering looted public property 
had to do battle with these men to 
recover government tractors! I do 

n£lknowifthcadniinistTalorisclcar about,,he goings-on, but it is com- 
bear'uX‘»TSUr<? Was Dr°ugnt to , , kn?'vl«*ge that he duly cm- 
------7?a'eand federalgovern- j f™"cd ,ht' ,ask force to use the

■ ° recover public property andthis sometimes means arrests7 and 

detent,ons. But a soldier does not
ments to relax the detentions and 
harassments. So, it came to pass that _____________
the governments buckled. Oladipo | know the policeman's job now, does

I we eat

s"Priseis^8 ^m M°?‘ed con- 
that the US ?d°nmy«Ch ’• The 
IShed b<*aus?n'PanieysaS*Un’PtiOn 
H°ns Unde £ of the L'Ver* ban- 
rU in ' WUnl^S'd «nc- 
'Xpress req^st\The Basho Nige' 
that ‘s so th Lhatit mu„?>un'’ 
Colonial M* EC- es^ td°so.If 
‘he most smdS'er' 'vl'£hOh ly The

-X£22f^yth^mntTacts 
A tasj^

Soon- n.ewso',"} ,o halt it!
W,tE rcPons &S w«e replete
'‘vihan public off>« h”" of fo™er

made of one f?.h°ld<!rs-Much 
wh° sits on a hill ov 7”" 8°v™or 
c>ty who vanished w77kln8a hilly 
™nt Pathfinder fa** u a 8°vc™- 
>n Geography elase ' 7° onc uscd 
text that itwaS ha“’under the pre-

C* ’ll servants, state and federal 
legislators were not left out. Thev 
carted away official vehicles 
tractors.Phones, 
insurance,furniture: vou name it

I they took it. In Kaduna State, for I 
< instance,itwasreportedthat aband 1
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tfbitcli H. Bilkisi ■ /list if

lGrs give them when in need.
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Success
You are mine
Success I envy you
You are sweeter than sweet
I wish myself a success
I wish you all success.

Mukhtar S. 'Wakeel

Examinations over
And there’s no place like home
The juniors welcome with joy
The unfortunate friends greet with
envy
And murmuring
"Wish I were him."

Danladi Garba Tai J

As our students are not so pam­
pered
For we teachers show we are man­
nered.

Adamu Muhammadu Nababa

Success
SweeHn the tongue like maggi sauce 
Bitter in the outlook like bitter leaf 
Success the expected one.

Km®'wHe<dlge
Knowledge is the greatest gain 
Wealth
Glittering gold
All worldly riches

Success
Your friends are pound of you 
Like a prophet you save the soul 
On matriculation day
Your sweet name is pronounced
On convocation day
The vice-chancellor congratulates 
the lucky ones
On their success.

In examination

Success
It has different routes
Not for only those in front row 
Nor those at the back bench 
But whoever can sit tight
To endure in their labour
With time, shall one day succeed 
And everyone will laugh with hap­
piness
O the man has arrivedl

Victor Offiong

Are shortlived 
Yhey come and go.

Knowledge is the greatest gain 
That does not even pensh 
It remains forever

Ifsha peerless jewel 

Which never tarnishes 
And the best legacy 
To be transferred on.

Like flower in the garden of Eden 
Shining brighter than the sun 
You choose your friends 
Make me your friend forever.

As our students see us as parents 
G teachers show we are tolerant.

As our students learn by obedience 
We teachers always give guidance.

days
Side by side we step 
Out of the lecture room 
Hugging books on our chests 
Laughing, talking 
Making future plans 
With the ones we adore.

teachers wish our students 

detents wish us same as well. 

°Ur students ask of so many 

teachers answers all the requests. 

neo^Ur stu^ents know of what they 

Weteach(

As our students take us seriously 
G teachers teach so vigorously.

of fc.nowledSe
ra acr,*1} adornment of those who 

i'- Knowledge light-
„Porta ’*? path to progress. So
't'deav**U knowledge to human
*°Pursi, ”5® that we are supp°scd 

to cradle to the grave.
'dge, ./ . se Who impart knowl-
°Ccaus„ e,r reward is in heaven
*** rev. '’'1'™ are poorly p3* 

^ded on earth.

We E8^®
eaehers teach with serious-

^dents learn with eagerness.

Our sh^at4lers teach by no chasing 
ents learn with much ease.

We
tvell
Our

Education is a treasure
Most precious
Boundless
Safe from the swindlers 
As no one can steal it 
It is a pride
To'asren^the greatest heights.
T Mrs. Shabih Zehra Husaim
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trait which he describes as "one of 
the major motivating factors in Tiv 
political behaviour." This is lyuhe 
(jealousy, in English). There are two 
types of lyuhe — The crude type in 
the family, which, in Tivland, is 
mostly polygamous. Children are 
taught by their mothers to view the 
children of the other wives or wife as 
competitors who should be opposed 
at every turn. The author argues that 
lyuhe, though a common human trait, 
has a prevalence which is unprece­
dented in Tivland, and that it finds 
practical expression in the urge the 
average Tiv man has to pull down 
another Tiv man, whether in politics 
or in business.

lyuhe, the author argues, is at the 
root of, and the "basis of much of the 
intra-personal and intra-dan fight" 
now rampant in Tivland and which 
poses a threat to the realisation of 
Tiv dreams.

Reinforcing lyuhe, according to 
the author, is a trait or principle, 
namely "Ya na angbian" (in English 
'eat and give to your brother to cat 
too."

This trait or principle, argues the 
author, discouraged the building of 
an enduring political career thatmay 
see one in top leadership position. 
These two traits, the most impor­
tant, of course, being lyuhe, but 
working together and rc-inforcmg 
each other explain, according to this 
argument, much of Tiv political 
behaviour.

In chapter one, captioned "In the 
Firs t Republic", the au thor d cals wi th 
the ways in which the Tiv, but espe­
cially their political elite, tried, in the 
face of many odds and limitations,

I to assort themselves politically, and

^Politics since 1959

Limited
19tiIbrahim

tp Tivab9ukt ^Xsug8ests'

iriun'Phs Wdfou‘ical 
“al*si"8thefts of th88^' 
ass«and Colou>- to thht8iVechar:

e"t.periods, the ch *md ‘nt0 differ‘ 
ate'y titled to com? rS aPPropn- 
log‘cally, with theR°n<? chr°no- 
™antsandchang°eP°'^'develop.

federal elections asT ? th° 1959 
off Point is most ann b°°k's take 
1959 elections wcmT°Priatc' 
Nigerian political f 10st optical for oa>becaus?thoy ĉU;9oMostcriti- 

pendence elections and prC',ndc’ 
outcome denendo < and on thcir 
the many jostline ™ "’ho-an'<mg 
groups and force* was^T”8

h ' SKd‘dS °n politics- especially 
l“^donthcf'ohsticap^oad; 
which the author faults for theh 
tC nduCn5iVtO?lurorrcndcr,ndist1n. 
guishablc the peculiarities which 
inform the behaviour of the various 
Nigerian people" the author identi­
fied, and analysed, a peculiar Tiv

equation in the country- a 
fought the 1959 elections 
highly disadvantaged po 
Tivland lacked indust es 
amenities. Tiv sons were power 
quately represented inth 
equation. But *ebiggesbdra 
of all were, a psychologic P

negativeimage— acquire 
as a result of the Tiv revolts an^ 
opposition of the UMBC W
— as "war mongers P orth- 
ers" or even "betrayers of tne
em cause." hoW-

All this notwithstanding n 
ever, the Tiv, according to t 
thor, managed, on balance, o 
more gains than losses (nlace- 
riod. This is not just in terms o P 
men t in the power structure -a|
clinched two junior nu"1STiv_ 
posts). More importantly, the * 
both the broad masses and 
gained, as a result of their par P 
tion (90 per cent voter turn-out 
1959) sacrifices and strugg < 
termsofincreasedpoliticalski 
a better image as fighters °N“ d 
Beside, their struggle and dew 
fora separateregion whichsur 
the collapse of the First Republ c, 
paid off in 1967 with the restrucW 
ing of the country that year y 
Gowon and the creation of BcnU
Plateau state. x

In the military era (1966-19?9) 
the Tiv made significant gains, 
re-structuring of the country, first in 
1967 and the 1976 put them in states 
in which, by virtue of their popula 
tion (now about three million) an 
the educational attainment of their 
elite, they have not just solid lever­
age but hold the trump card.

Part of the credit, of course, goes 
to the military. But the author notes, 
quite rightly that the military bn 
balance, and especially in terms of 
political development,created more 
problems that it solved. The military 
in his verdict, was a set-back, a hin­
drance, to the development process.

But this period of Tiv political

Citizen, February 7,1994
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Tiv

achieve

I post in Nigeria with the exception of

the presidency. This, as the author 
says in his conclusion to this study, 
is a remarkable achievement, espe­
cially given the odds and many dif­
ficulties which the Tiv had to con­
tend with from the onset. In busi­
ness and commerce, as well as in the 
public service, the story is the same: 
the Tiv have made a remarkable 
impact nationally.

But what about the future? The 
future? The future, argues the au­
thor is bright — but for iyuhe, which 
still constitutes a serious problem. It 
is not just that it makes the average 
Tivmannotto patronise a fellow Tiv 
businessman, or the Tiv public offi­
cer (as was the case with J.S. Tarka) 
to prefer to patronise businessmen 
of other nationalities to his fellow 
Tiv businessman. It is also because 
iyuhe breeds senseless violence in 
Tivland, setting brothers against 
brothers, clans against clans and 
leaders against leaders.

More disturbing for the future is 
the fact that, so far, the one response 
to the iyuhe problem, namely the 
Mzough U Tiv — an association 
aimed at uniting theTiv — has failed 
to curb the menace. Founded by the 
lateTorTiv,Dr.Orshi, theMzough U 
Tiv, dogged from its onset by credi­
bility problems and partisan poli­
tics, has remained largely a cultural 
association. One way to solve the 
problem, the author suggests, is for 
the church, especially the NKST to 
lead the campaign against iyuhe.

Obviously, this study will come 
under criticism from some quarters 
for the absence in it of a definition of 
politics, and a social theory around 
which the analyses and arguments 
arc anchored. Also, it seems that for 
the most part, the Tiv are seen and 
treated in the study as one homoge­
neous social formation in which 
there are no class division and class 
conflicts worth mentioning and 
analysingasonewayof understand­
ing what Tiv politics is all about and 
why is it the way it is.

But, as said earlier, the author 
has chosen a different approach of 
sending across his mess» ^e. And he 
has done so admirally — bi good, 
clear, well-written prose.

---—-------
artipi®lr> ^ath Particularly inter- 
thi^ Provides more than

°f R wa! u
tific a an afft1 Godwin Daboh 

of ^ffldavih alleging spe-

OUabble°nS' there Were 
IiH ’ and a- “tost of them per­
Tag* fi8uresty' among the TiV P°' 
anrf ®andns Specially (between

Ghia c n°ngo, between Tarka 
^boK^rtna).

w6 aUthOr affidavit, according to 
d as a ;Put'he credibility of the 

to question - a 
. 'davits nl°nly re-inforced by the 

S (forrKOrnlaterby the late Aper
,,tate)aea"'er governor of Benue 
iiormer nst thc late J.D. Gomwalk 
nate>- WifK Qrnor of Benue-Plateau

. autho ln Benue-Plateau State, 
V'e'ved av1. argues- the Tiv were 
5?ally the p.ad no‘ghbours, by spe- 
10r,ally ; *ateau people, and na- 
^Qy Wer(?f3 Corrupt-riddcn polity, 
^able"^u Carcd and seen as "unre- 
^Portamf1058 Partncrs- Even more 
Scriouslv °F T*v' the affidavits 
Pr°sidnm-apd fatally hurt Tarka's

ThQe la amb»tions.
by the a o?nd Republic period was, 
golden a °r S rcckonin8'thc T1V S 
P°Htical ^he Tiv made huge 
most exn8a‘ns in tbis Pcri°d- They, 
Lilian PCCtCdly' Produccd the first 
lateAnr>8AVOrnor the state in the 
the Shens ?nkp ’ Politica,1y' they called 
T;z i n-Benue state. Nationally, 
im P° Ilic*ans made significant 
Unon " in Particular Tarka, 
mini h-O/ Shaahu. The civilian ad- 
itself at'On °f Aper Aku addressed 
thnT-tO many problems facing 
_ . 1V'recording some appreciable

■ 'enients in providing some 
flr1Ons osPecially during his 
tietmT ‘n °fflCC ~ s‘vin8 prlori’ 
“ s “ the areas of education, indus­
trial development and provision of 
amenities.

But the Aku years also showed 
lyuheat work. Aku himsclf,after just 
overa ycarin office, began tochange 
from being the listening governor 
who consulted widely bef re taking 
decisions to being the leader who 
listened to gossip and saw a com-

Citizen, February 7,1994

T^ritor for his job in every of his 
| associates. Soon, he was running a 

I one-man show.
In the end he too became a vic­

tim of a swom affidavit alleging 
corruption against him. And even 
though he won the NPN ticket, and 

I the actual election for a second term 
of office, the wranglings within the 
party, which became in tensified wi th 

j Tarka's death in 1980, weakened his 
position. Thus, although the Tiv — 
for whom, according to the author, 
politics is essentially a one-issue 
affair — had in this period pitched 
camp with a mainstream party in 
Nigeria (NPN), political squabble I 
and wranglings, especially over the 
issue of who would take Tarka's 
place as Tiv leader, affected the 
capadtyof theTivlcadershiptounite 
and pull resources together in the ! 

pursuit of common goals.
Thereturnofthemilitaryin 1983 

worsened thesituation. Even though 
! some of thc military governors had 

some solid achievements to their 
credit, themilitary rule,on the whole, 
proved to be a set-back to the devel­
opmental process in Benue. Accord­
ing to thc author, it is mainly to 
Babangida that thc credit must go 
for thc positive aspects of thc mili­
tary rule (1983-1993) especially in 
terms of thc Babangida regime's big 
investments in thc physical devel­
opment of the Tivland and thc ap­
pointment into thc power hierarchy 
of Tiv elite. Inspite of this, however, 
thc Babangida-Tiv relationship was, 
for thc most part an uneasy one — 
largely because of thc involvement 
of Tiv officers in thc Vatsa and Orka 
led coups.

Butitwasin thcshort-livcd Third 
Republic that thc Tiv made its great­
est mark in national life. Not only 
did another Tiv man become thc 
Senate President —the third highest 
political position in the land, this 
time around, unlike during the Sec­
ond Republic, the Tiv had pitched 
their tent with a left of centre politi­
cal party.

The election of Dr. lyorchia Ayu 
as the Senate president meant that 
~ PV?rad ^^P^d every political
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