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escalating prices. The farmer will then be the

The government must now exploit ways

Farmstock
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;eds ready and near
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We have to think 
makes native snacks and

HARVESTING THE PLENTY
“The annual wastes has begun. The final flux of grain has started all over 
' the coastal belt. In a few months, the northern half will also be in the 

grain boom. Like an avalanche spilling crumbs from boulders a I o n g its path 
and thawing to flood foothills, maize is just thrown everywhere now. The 
flood is on, people eat to their gullets and thr<aw away. Some grain just rot 
away.

And the sanitary squads are quickly scavenging the rubbish, nay, wasted corn, 
to the dust heaps.

The poor farmer just has to sell his crops. As the rains come everyone ru­
shes to plant maize unmindful of storage p roblemsor the necessary effort 
needed to stabilize prices through cooperative marketing. Each farmer needs 
ready cash, that’s why he rushes to sell and the buyers pay any price; the buyer 
dictates the price now.

In a few months now the FUNFARE about maize will be over.

In this context maize, is used representatively for all grains. Dearth of these 
grains will set in with ever escalating prices. The farmer will then be the 
.-ommander of market price.

In order to arrest this unwholesome circumstances - an uncontrolled waste 
at one time followed by a scramble shortly afterwards due to scarcity - a few 
suggestions come readily to mind.

State Governments working through COOPERATIVE or FARMERS COU­
NCILS should instal SILOS all over their domains to afford storage facilities to 
farmers. The farmer may be paid off quickly as the grains are brought in. The 
state bodies may then sell the grains later on with a small profit to keep the 
organisation going. Snch profits should be minimal.

The country largely depends on grains as pointed out by a correspondent 
in a 'Letters to the Editor' column last month. Only a foreigner has to spend 
sometime to Know the extent to which human beings vie with animals in tne 
consumption of grains in one form or another.

Poultry business now thriving and offering gainful employment to many 
depends solely on grains. If the business has to continue, there must be eno­
ugh corn to stabilise it to make chickens and egg, the products of the industry, 
tolerably low in price for a large part of the population to be able to 
buy them.

The price of a bag of corn now u roughly 30 
in terms of a bag since the ordina. t petty trader who 
confectioneries buys only a bag pei .odically.

No economy is sound which does not consider such humble citizens. Why? 
Such do not qualify for ban*, loans or overdrafts.

So, since they have to fend for themselses, it then devolves 
ment to make life as easy as possible by making their needs 
to them at reasonable prices.

Storage is our main headache now. 
and means of curing the headache.
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THE big liver disease
LESLIE J. ELMSLIE M.4. (Cantab) 

Specialising in Agrjc., v

Old Layers, Broilers and Turkeys 
' Cages, Feeders, Brooders, Incubators, 

ers, Feedstations and Silos. Tractors, 
!rs» Agricultural Machinery, Sprayers, 

-•on Equipment, Seeds and Chemicals.

0'8 bird' lnf

liver. 0”'.cause is a group of viruses which infect 
soft. The e collectively called the Avian Leucosis 
birds'lex Viruses- 
C°mP the ««r °<her <’ar,s ''............

—   -^/erythime for murw &

iJDSEfMOOFF 
28. Greek Road, Tel: 42080, 42089, Apapa 
'badan: 9 Magazine Road, PMB 5184. 
E°ugu: 35 Zik A v e n u e P. Q Box 139.

Benin: 2 Ibiwe St. P.O.B. 206 
Kano: 10a Palmer Road.

^ADUNa portharcourt calabar.

Birds which die of the 
disease are usually thin, and 

pale, bloodless comb 
and wattles.

There arc two less 
mon types the Avian 1 
cosis Complex which 
can also discuss here. One 
is Pcaily T 

parts of the bird, including are just 
and other ports can be affected One eye 
un-natural looking. ’ and look

iplex 
liscuss here. One -pie other is Marble Bone. 

’ Eye. The symptoms The symptoms are very 
as the name says. th,ck bones, usually in the 

e becomes useless, 
>ks pearly.



even 
the

I

e8P

6

LJ

found .. 
whether

For successful 
Livestock feeding... 
you need reliable milling plant from 

Christy & Norris 
THE PRODUCTIVITY PEOPLE rVl

i«r Mill. Th* 
livestock feed 

outputs from I 
10 tons/hour-lt 

ion hard work!

way i 
entering 
chicks 
layers, and » -
older birds.

disease was very 
a mystery to both 
poultrymen until 

■t Rubin managed 
rhe virus in his

The 
much of

I960 when Rub.m manageu
ifbo^y'A California, and

Christy & Norris Ltd EST. IIM
BROOMFIELD ROAD • CHELMSFORD • ENGLAND 
over 50 yean manufacturen for West & East African marketo

Agents In Nigeria: olaogun enterprises ltd| PO Do«n?l LAGOS-PO BcxlKMIDADAM

Jot of I 
breeds 

f Big Liver diseas 
is also a lot «. 
between f~“ 

on how the bi.-

Big liver 
-ime as a 

)me birds 
point of 

~~.se, and 
mtinue all , • , — -

period. res‘s?n! J tible lines cf bi 
found that 
susceptible 
from all <'> 
of“t

‘Know how’ 
in Nigeria?
Yes we’ve got that- [ 
with our association with
OLAOGUN 
ENTERPRISES LTD 
the Poultry Specialists 
HOW CAN YOU 
GO WRONG? . 
ofcourse they have | 
engineering services 
available. |

MIXING AND PELLITINO 
It’s made really easy with ths 
Christy & Norris PRESSFEED I 
PACKAGED PLANT. You CAN 
start with milling and mlxlnronly 
and add ths PRESSFEED pellstttr 
later.
BRITON Hammi 

heart of any ' 
plant — oi 

ton to I 
h r I ves <

affect^^f6 B°bC s°metimes f°h WbM°l teSt'ng to sce 
causes loss in the "united „ , * ’ ’ “ ”Ot’ 
States, where birds which , He f°UQd that many birds 
have it cannot be sold fof have. ,he v’rus without 
food. showing any symptoms, and

.....Ufe s,
costs Complex, but is now are hatched, but a small 
thought tn be a separate percentage also carry the 
disease entirely. virus from their mother.

Deaths from E:.- 
disease do not comi 
sudden epidemic. Sor 
will be seen at po 
lay with the disease 
deaths will cor 
through the laying

As far as is known every 
flock of layers will have at 
least some of the disease, 
but the amount varies a lot.

Some flocks lose only 
very rare birds, others may 

’ lose up to 15% or 
more. On avers 
disease causes one i 
all deaths in layer 
is quite a 
between 
amount of Big 1 
and there is alsc 
difference 
depending 
are reaed.

TREATMENT
Since Big Liter 

die,an I. caused by • 
rlrua there is no tree- 
tment which is of any use. 
There Is also no vaccine. 
Prevention consists in 
trying to prevent 
Infection entering the 
flock, and in 
resistant types of “™- 
Both are necessary The 

to prevent infection 
,g rhe floeh is to rear 

in isolation from 
-id also away from

We can’t tell you about our whole range of MILLING 
AND MIXING PLANTS from I ton per hour to 10 
tons per hour-so why not write to us for our free 
brochures of international designs for every size Of 
LIVESTOCK feed producer?
AND REMEMBER our MILLS will GRIND ALMOST 
ANYTHING-so who knows what other benefits like 
maize, cassava, spice grinding etc for human 
consumption could be yours?-AND INDUSTRIAL 
GRINDING JOBS TOO!

These is 
viruses 
complex 
live vacc 
eggs, for 
disease vin 
avoided if 
grown in 
instead of in eggs.

Alternatively eggs from 
birds tested for freedom 
Irom wusse of the complex 
by the COFAL test may be 
used to make the vaccines

lome time ; 
hatched, but 

percentage also can 
virus from their mot.

Important research work 
into this disease is also 
3rri5d °Utnat East ^nsing, Michigar Research workers 
there found that they could 

an(j SUSCCp_ 
• birds. They also 
they could keep 

birds isolated 
-m all contact with other 

birds, and keep them free 
the disease.

Big Liver disease is not at 
- all dangerous to people, and 
rage the the birds from a flock 

e third of which has high mortality 
:rs. There from the disease are quite 
difference safe to eat. The best thing 
in the a farmer who has a lot of 

vet diseass trouble from the disease can 
a Io: of do is to watch carefully for 

farm., birds going out of lay. and 
e birds to sell these as culls al once

some risk that 
of the leucosi: 

complex may be spread b\ 
live vaccines made from 
"^"■.^-^Newcasde J 

the vaccine is 
tissue culture
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GARDEN TIPS FROM CHIKE

Pass an electric current through a plant, says an expert,

I

was

Farmslock
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„ .note 
family by

when 
such

son’s triah 
—ttern, viih 

' as sma'I 
nade u

ason,” Mr. 
“i dcc.dc! 

have their heads, 
of the s.deshoo'j 

1 tied them it

2$ been 
from ya 

f until now 
library of

h or 
them 

ups. One 
conven­

them 
pots 
ig a 

------ -i me. 
icrs he adnunis- 

as 
the

ripened in 
cd, withm the 
in a mueh 
than in En?1"  ̂
reason for lh,s *

‘NEPA’ In The Service Of The Nation
YOUR GARDEN IS IN 
FOR A SHOCK

— .ikes 
tight, why 
js? The cor 
J for them 

ible. P c r h a
be a way of in

After several years of plants respe 

scientists ttal he can double which 
his crop of tomatoes this 
way. Gordon Linfield is no 
wild enthusiast or crank. He 
has his feet firmly planted 
on the Sussex ground. He 
has been growing tomatoes 
for over fifty years near 
Worthing, but lus great 
achievement is the mushroom 
growing concern he and his 
brother run.

In the little hamlet of 

Siil'y-
nuiers' ex.re they h - 
built up, quite lam i n hie. w s"S~ 

employed there.
Mr. Linfield has 

compiling results In 
rious reasons 
he h a s a I 
records.
Inspiration

An nrtiC'ehta the

shorter season 
i And t n c 
was that the

Other growers whom Mt 
L i n ft c 1 d told about ta 
experiment were sceptics! 
Local electricity board | 
officials were mildly 
interested.

A third seast 
repeated the pattc, 
still better yields 
adjustments were m 
the technique.

“The fourth seas 
Linficl-1 told me. 
to let them k— 
I left most of th. 
on to crop and t

Treated plants gave an an- 
rage of fifty six lb. each

• • 'wcnfylb. from unt 
rested ones.

“I don’t think I could do 
better. Someone else who 
understands the subject more 
thoroughly must carry or 
from here”.

Docs he think the i 
teur gardener with a s_ 
space could provide more 
tomatoes lor his 
this method ?

"I’m sure he could. I’d 
a complete amateur at lias 

r°ppmg mysejf. BUt i wouldn’t adwre 
.t'ien anyone to apply clcctnd 

rrent without skilled ad­
vice and inspection. I fore­
see the principle applied 
commercially, perhaps.il 
specially - m a d c insulated 
beds.”

Asked if perhaps the sars 
could have been acliie'cd 
by feeding the plants heavily, 
Mr. Lmdlield replied.

"I don’t think so." he v.d ‘ 
my job is to get the heaviest I 
yeilds 1 can for every sqture- 
foot of space 1 have. 11 
•know how to f c c d up a 
tomato crop. My control 
plants we grow here form?* 

n t yvas kct. But fur all the manunc?
was they had, they didn’t flotimb 
the like the electrified p'rts.

And we’re not short of good 
manure in this part of 
Sussex." he added. LinMs 
dung-moving machines to 
die 200 tons a day.

and you can shock it to triple its yield in size and number.
When you buy a pound of foreign tomatoes at 

vour greengrocer’s nowadn)s thev may have been ( 
nicked from plants that have been given electric 
shock instead of being nourished on fertiliser.

The plants thrived on it. 
mok'o'n^SrX  ̂

their companion plants. Their 
root systems were much 
more vigorous.

, “And if you get good root 
lants growth on tomatoes,” said 
a'K‘ Mr. Linfield, “you get good 

crops”
Each picking from both 

" " s was carefully 
1 entered on a 

first results were 
encouraging and Mr. 
Linfield decided to continue 
the treatment until cropping 
ceased. SQ^he t 
supplanted the bicycle-lamp 
battrey with current from 
the mains, running it through 
a transformer to reduce it 
to four volts.

”As 1 took out t h c 
sideshoots, he said, “sparks 
would jump to my fingers. 
I used to go into the 
greenhouse (unnecessary in 
the tropics-Ed ) at night, and 
as the wind stirred the plants 
when 1 opened the door, 
sparks would . fly off where 
the leaves touched. It 
really very pretty”.

Encouraging Results
If the e q u i p me 

improvised, there 
nothing gimcrack .about 

suits. I n the first season 
electrified plants gave 

as much again as the 
rated ones. Next year 

difference was ’greater

londed to an elec­
tee which plar‘- 

the Pole receive E 
makes it possible t o 

grow monster cabbages there 
in a matter of weeks. ------ «-------

If wheat likes electricity sct? X pIl?nt.s
!’om'S’1’The'yc chare The"fir
tonu.coes . i nc commercial n _
demand for the m seemed c n c ° u r ■ 17 
insatiable. Perhaps this 
would be a way of increasing 
production.

He raised a bate 
seedlings and divide,’, 
into two equal grou 
set he grew m the 
tional way, repotting 
into larger and larger 
as they grew and usmj 
richer soil mixture each tn 
To the others he adnu. 
tered an electric shock 
well as giving them 
orthodox treatment.
Electric Charge

Metal plates were set in the 
soil at top and bottom of the 
pots and connected with an 
old induction coil, 
connected i n its turn to a 

scientific bicycle lamp battrey-just the 
kind or contrivance, in fact. 
one used to play with at boys’ f h 
panics, trying to get a penny J,"5 . 
out of a bowl of waler , J ’ 
holding one metal handle ‘T, 
from the coil while the other 
was submerged. 1 ’

perhaps.il
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leaper.
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told I

that a great
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rwledged the 
Second

farmstock'

A married man is a baehelm 
who didn't notice when a 

girl closed the escape hatch

often as 
out of a

doesn't make a f 
of a man nearly_
a girl makes money 
fool.

It was made 
and not only 

at regular 
tted a lout 

ninnies.
! crow.” he

pr!na-'mennrol "ie/us> “ ’„„!Ub!er,ber to FARMSTOCK 
I oar N3 00 • 2yrs 00 PO3tage Included In each 
case please. A,rrna" ratC’ °n aPPlicat,on-

y wrestl 
with hit conscience.

T/ie Music had just stopped 
I at one of those dances 
where each partner twists 
around individually as he sees 
fit. As a youth walked off 
the floor, a girl rushed up tn 
him and thanked him for the 
dance. “I wasn't dancing with 
you,” the young man hastily 
replied, "I was trying to get 
past you to the bar”.

^l\Hhen a woman asks to see 
W something more expensive 
she's shopping: when 
ocks to see something cht 
•he’s buying

PVllMSTOCK^MA^^
17 Abeokuta st, P. o. Box 79, EB. Pel. 43805. Nigeria

Number
| enclose cheque/postal order No:----------------

total amount of N-------------------------

Address to

v'\iddle age is the time of
hfe when a man can get of tin, 

exhausted simply by wrestling waved 
—t,L li. intervz

yell ev

fortune-teller, after 
LI demanding KlO, told her 
patron that he was entitled 
to ask two questions.

"But isn’t that a great deal 
of money for just two 
questions'!” the man asked.

“Yes”, acknoi 
fortune teller, 
question, please

f\ gong of clever robbers was 
ly\ busy counting piles of 
banknotes—b o o t y from a 
successful bank raid—when 
one of the counters gasping 
for breath muttered. “Stop 
counting, let's ring up the 
bank and ask how much is 
missing'

(nW man used to spin a long 
UJJ wind tale about his 
invention of a marvellous life - 
like scare-crow. ’

he said, 
its arms 

intervals but emill 
yell every few mi. 
“Did it scare the 
was asked.
“Sheer the crows'!” he cried 
“I should say I did. Why, 
gentlemen, that contraption 
skeered the crows so bad 
that some ‘emsfetched back 
corn they had stolen two 
years before”

p one of the glass panels 
J of the main doer into a 

large store, 1 encounte>ed a 
small yellow sticker which 

Ly the time you have 
reading this, you will 

ide an idiot of yourself 
going round and round and 
round and round in this 
revolving door1’.

he was finding 
uu accommodation near 
his new office in Bombay, 
a general’s two daughters 
stayed temporarily at Delhi’s 
well-known and some what 
expensive-Maidens Hotel. The 
general's communication staff 
were delighted when their 
commanding Officer received 
a signal reading, “SEND 
FUNDS URGENTLY OR 
CKN NO LONGER STAY 
MAIDENS”

0
rge store, 
tall yellov 

read: “By 
finished 
have mac
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der form. Our men do 
only the mixing Our eggs 
should be g o o d for t h e 
paints to adorn our houses. 
LAGOS 0. Oylnade 
Editor'p Keto; W o cannot

anomalies that 11 becomes 
expedient to specify what 
Industries are wanted. The 
Government must not 
allow whims to play on the 
public.

Local raw materials sho­
uld be considered first. Mora 
often than not now raw 
materials are brought from 
overseas.

Our farms are littered
with a variety of raw mate-  ,r.
rials which I f absorbed b y j* it will also Interest me jj

...HI k««er /Mir J fQ |javc fu|| jDfoFIB3tAOD a
: about tire magazine and j 
• if possible to collect the H 

!: preriom onea.

■ On receipt oftbe 
I; paid for, 1 shall order

Industries will boost our 
economy via employment.

A case In view Is egg. It 
is one Important Ingredient 
in the making of paints. At It 
the moment paints are bro- |'  
tight In ready made In pow- jt fj'j futUfC ^3.

|; Mr. A. 0. Ogbonna 
I"
i;'. sural Education Cent: 
:p. m. b. 1010, 

[■Umtubia, Eact C. St: 
1.

■=j 

m 
£2

_,Se)

mC3c/3£j

S> 
Z
(s?) 
HttI 
5e)
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1 PUT ME ON 3 
■;* li YOUR LIST i|

!: Dear Sir,

B camo acercM the B 

FARMSTOCK a magn- j 
zine for breeders' and "

r. farmera’ while on a visit .1 
H to a friend. d

I was highly impressed t| 

" J  ------ H
H 
j

[• I enclose herewith a j!
1; pcstol order to the value ■> i 
,. of two shillings (2/-) .1 

■ being a copy price as 
it Indicated on the maga- “ 

zine for the c u r r e n t a
|t publication. H
it I shall be grateful for jj 

your prompt attention, a

j; to have full information i|

>sar Sir,
1 he rale at which industries arc springing up In the co­

untry augurs well for the future. One may hope that un­
employment will diminish as currency circulates evenly.

But one salient point that agree more on these points, 
may elude the powers gran- J; 
ting' licences for the eslabli- 
aliment of new industries I s L 
tbe duplication of InwineM. [j

It is usual for our p-"-’* '■ 
to go the easy way.

As s 0 0 n a s a neighbour •• 
starts aline of business, ■ 
all ot h ors will open up ■ 
similar ventures and flood It ] 
the market with similar };. 
wares while other Items arc 
not available.

It Is In the light of such i: 
.L.. fa. !; I HUU UI^UIJ luapinvv.

h os I read the contents 
hence I decided to write

|J for it.
I enclose herewith
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The Veterinari
and ther !

farmer

My lady slmuts for eggs only always ....but for the Veimm

LIVESTOCK

Rinderpest (cattle a

disease,

Fannstod
12

cSSKr? fvviiTOCK1

Fool
Erysipelotnricosls,

Coccidiasis, 
Newcastle disease and

Babesiosis.

t o f 
other

>ut 
iu-

J f healthy 
capable of produ­

ce! hides and skins 
tter leather indus-

sibility ol 
- tbe 

fish 
f. Thou- 
of fiib 

ested fd 
t) from

which are important in 
livestock rearing for profit

cinanon of 
and pou1- 
such high 
like Rin-

(Undulent fever"),

Mastitis in diary cows, 
Contagiou ovine pleuro-

(c) Production o 
animals capable 
cing good 
for a bett 
try.

(d) Meat inspection to pre­
vent man from eating such 
diseased meat from which 
diseases like tuberculosis, 
contagious abortion (bru­
cellosis) and pork tape­
worm may be acquired.

DISEASES
Perhaps, the greatest parasi­

tic killer of cattle in this 
part of the w o rl d b a 
blood parasite called Try­
panosome which is carried 
from or.e animal to the 
other by the tsetse-fly.

This parasite causes the 
sleeping sickness of cattle 
called “Nagana”. The 
veterinary s e r v i ce s are 
working hard to eradicate 
this disease.

Other diseases, of interest in 
this part of the world

These, in addition to efforts 
at improved animal husban­
dry, breeding and feeding, 
help the production of disease 
- free and high yeilaing ani- 
nsals,
Tbe llve>tock farmer can 

then be sure of increased 
earning power while con­
tributing his own q^ota to 
t h e development of t h e 
nation b y supplying the 
much needed proteins, for 

■"---- '”'A national outpi
ntion of malni

recent responsil.—, 
the vets involves 
commercial pulture of~ 
in many countries', 
sands o t pounds c 
are being haryestt 
human consumption 
these pounds,

The dairy farmer stands to 
gain and obtains maximum 
level of milk production 
from t h e cows when the 
udders are free of diseases. 
The beef farmer is helped

sure
power whi 

j his own 
icvelopment

b y supply
much nee 
improved nc 
and prevent 
trition.

THE SERVICES

The veterinary services open 
io the farmer include

(a) Specific treatment 
diseases of animals c 
than man.

(b) -Routine vaccu 
Jivestock, pets, & 
try a p insts 
killing diseases like Rin­
derpest (cattle plague), 
Rabies in dogs and New­
castle disease of poultry.



an Services

rubbish; but the yetman insists

when grazing, yvhat about the trek? Only the Vet man frowns as all dt&. 13

Advice on correct manage­
ment procedures, preven­
tive treatment approaches 
are given on possible out­
break of major bird disea­
ses.

on a good

srs a r e helped 
t h e birds

f.om such disease as fowl 
plague, fowl pox, fowl 
cholera, newcastlc disease 
with the relevant vaccines 
against these diseases.

active control of many 
debilitating diseases.

to produce the best ani­
mals with ideal beef con­
formation and marketable 
appearance by regular dc- 
worming exercises and by

Poultry fannei 
by protecting

They g^e mt 
diet for me

October '74 f take a lot of beating

PETS
Care of p u like dogs whi­

ch act as .. Qtch-dog«. co­
mes within the economic 
realization at tbo farmee. 
These dogs help to C3DI 
off both animats npd op- 
man marauders who coam 
during the night to kill ar 
^teal the farmer's animate 

The livestock farmer trill 
stand to g a i a by making 
friends with the Veterina­
rians near hhn.
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SEED MARKETING
Develop-
(NSDO),

i which iu‘ 
are transmill

ion- 
at

Enterprise, 
bred a t the 

the Ministy of 
tern Ireland 
distance to 

;asc on certian
le within the 

overseas the 
It is a 
roducts 

to the

by Ronald Webber, 
a London horticultural journalist

for plant breedii 
recognition of t 
high - yielding 
helping to comt 
grain shortage.

nt for the future is the
tat one of the most popular 

.. __  varieties, Maris Huntsman,
has been added to the French variety 
list - the first British - bred winter r/z,, tit,*
wheat to be so approved. It is impor- Vegetable Vai ie ICS 
tant because France is the largest Vegetables include ne w varieties ol 
cereal producer in the European Brussels sprouts, celery lettuce.
Community and if Maris Huntsman parsnip, red beet, tomato, cucumber
gains commercial acceptance it will bean, cauliflower, cabbage, marrow 
become a major source ot foreign swede, forage rape, fodder radish 
royalty revenue. oil rape, sugarbeet and rhubarb.

Farmstoik

imcrcial lines 
• secure the best possible 
its activities consistent 
mg high standards and 
lion of State-bred

■Britain'sNational Seed Develrr' 
D mnet Organisation (

a body which acts as marke­
ting agent for new crop varie­
ties produced by 14 State-aided 
plant breeding stations, is not 
only unique in its field but is 
also profing to. be an all-round 
success.

NSDO was set up (at Newton Hall, 
Cambridge, eastern England) to 
ensure that the products of the 
State breeding stations should also 
be eligible for protection and so 
avoid unfair competition with com 
mercial breeders.

At the -same time it was expected to 
provide a return to the ta 
on the public investment 
aspect of research.

Run Commercially
NSDO operates -n com! 

aud aims to secure the t 
return for i» 
with maintainii 
the r e p u t a t 
varieties.

Its policy is to promott 
United Kingdom and 
use of these varieties, 
link through which the pr< 
of research arc transmitted 
industry.

It is responsible for multiplying, 
promoting and marketing new and 
existing S’ate-bred raneties, licen­
sing, collecting royalties and sp< 
soring the testing of varieties 
home and abroad.

ft is also involved in the patenting 
of plant breeding techniques evolved 
at the research stations and in the 
licensing of their use.

Limited Production
Production at the NSDO is norn 

ally limited to the growing of tl

Grass And Glover Breeding
With a worldwide shortage of grass 

and clover varieties the NSDO 
is doing all it can to encourage 
breeding in this sphere. An initial 
release has been made of Sabova 
a fine bent-grass produce by tre 
Welsh Plan! Breeding Station, the 
first British variety to be put into 
commerce.

In potatoes, Stormont 
a main crop variety 
Loughall Station of tl 
Agriculture for Norther 
and which offers res. 
spraying, a serious diset 
is being marketed.

In fruit, the raspberry 
from the Scottish Horticultural 
Research Institute at Dundee is 
already grown extensively on a 
commercial basis in Scotland.

’"‘her fruit includes two apples (Mai 
ling Kent -and Merton Knave), two 
blackcurrants (Blackdown and Mai­
ling J e t), three more raspberries 
(Mailing Admiral, Mailing Delight 
and Mailing Orion) and four slra 
wberries (Marmion, Merton Dawn, 
Merton Ruby and Montrose).

basic seeds and plants ot the var­
ieties for which it is responsible. 
These are then sold to the seeds 
and nursery Industry for further 
multiplication to produce seeds and 
plants in the qualities and qualify 
required by farmers and growers, 

ISDO is in a very healthy financial 
position. United Kingdom income 
for 1972—3 was N 140,000 for sales 
of basic seed and N150.00U tor 
royalties, compared with the 
previous year's figures of N80,000 
and N85.000 respectively.

The largest proportion of royalties 
at present comes from cereals, 
particularly from the Maris varieties 
of winter wheat bred at the Plant 
Breeding Institute at Cambridge. 
These last year won for the Institute 
a Queen's award to Industry, t h e 
first time this has been awarded 
for plant breeding and in itself a 
recognition of the value of these Oth< 
high-yielding wheat varieties in lin 
helping to combat the current world t grain short in­

significant 
fact tha 
of the 
has been 
list - the _

leat to be so 
it because ..

producer in the 
lunity and if Maris 
commercial accepta;

le a major sour 
ty revenue.



1In our COLD STORE

We undertake SUPPLY CONTRACTS
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• VEGETABLES
Everything for SALAD

O LIVESTOCK & EGGS 
Oven-ready chickens & suckling pigs

\ with many 
ies overa

tics and of p 
lercial devc

wi tn.
MILE 12 AGEGE MOTOR ROAD 

P. O. Box 26 IKEJA, NIGERIA.
TEL. 31021, 32526.

In addition to submitting varieties of 
all species for official tests in many 
countries, NSDO is actively colla­
borating with many private 
companies overseas for testing of 
varieties and of possible subsequent 
commercial development of those 
varieties which show promise.

on the farm

For '’^Ti^^o 
step a few of the vegetable va- 
ga±“which "P <>n now.tTe been 
net-?bleonly to commercial growers 
BV this through the British 

It is doing 1 international Garden 
Group oi' jaljon whose 110 mem- 
?nir.h7ouEhout Britan will provide bers tnruu5 
the outlets.

Overseas Expansion

considered, will make excellent 
houseplants. And streptocarpus bred 
bv the John Innes Institute at Nor­
wich eastern England, and Regal 
lilies'from the Scottish Horticultural 
Research Station are also being 
handled.•ggsa 
lands. Poland, Hungary, Austria, 
Switzerland, Federal Germany and 
Italy.

Besides the Maris Hunts man winter 
wheat for France already mentioned, 
Maris Templar winter wheat has 
been accepted by Denmark, two 
winter oats, Maris Quest and Peni- 
arth, have received approval in 
Switzerland for use in the milder 
areas and Mostyn spring oats appro­
ved in Belgium. Maris Kestrel kale 
and the Timothy grass Aberystwyth 
S50 have been put on the Swedish 
official list and Nevin forage rape 
added to the Federal German list.

• FRUITS

• SEEDS
Local & Foreign
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T KS coni' act FAH'IJTOCK

himi _jj_giniiiuiiiiir fnu~i.iVModel

Hence, a 
governing« 
of people» 
means of p

How are c 
State bod;e 
farms on it 
and the appi 
Thus the

ssion, by the Third All - Union 
Congress of Collective Farmers in 
1969. Thus a collective farm presents 
a comparatively independent self- 
governing system where the collective, 
on the basis of the collective farm 
Rules, makes its own decisions on 
basic problems concerning production, 
social a..d cultural life. A collective 
farm develops production on the basis 
of the plan approved by its members.

Farmstock

•here are some 30,000 collective farms 
I in the USSR A Soviet collective 
farm is based on voluntary amalgama­
tion of working peasants for jointly 
conducting large-scale social production 
on the land belonging to the Ftatc.

Every collective farm has its own 
Rules drawn up on the ba,is of the 
Model Rules of the Collecti'e Farm. 
The present Model Rules were 
approved, after a nation-wide discu-
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Big-operator
small dairy

Farmstock
a less crucial 
problem.

_ mt 
r step 
io n.

magazine, 
Weekly”, runs a 
seven 
These 
tigate ad\ 
of prodi 
ween ther 
thousands

the project 
ideas, 

strictly

The experiment is dairy unit 
for 600 milkers, with an 
option for expansion to an The 
eventual total of 1,000 
milkers. It has been plan­
ned and developed to inves­
tigate a possible system of 
milk production for the 
future, and take advantage 
of the Government finance 
available in Britain for co­
operation in farming.

It is called a cotel a kind of 
cow hotel.

A British farming magazine and four farmers 

have joined forces in one of the most ambi­
tious experiments in co-operation over under­
taken in British agriculture.

Advanced Techniques

by MICHAEL WILLIAM/
“Farmers Weekly”, London

Co-operative farming enter­
prises in Britain are more 
of a novelty than in some 
European countries. This 
is partly because the ave* 
rage size of farms in Bri­
tain, at about 70 acres 

s produced 
small-farm

are expecting a worthwhile 
economic return.

Tw“ddyPconSOideredr”o be .dc?lW
best placed to meet this lhat .co’°Pcrat,°n “? dia0' 

S' JX' au"ish“,®' ssass sasss-ttE 
extreme, very large units 
which can afford profes­
sional management and 
can benefit from econo­
mies of scale.

was suggested to a group 
of farmers near the Buc­
kinghamshire village of 
Aston Clinton, an area 
in which the magazine was 
already running a dairy 
farm.

“Farmers 
, ,._jsa total of 
commercial farms, 
are used to inves- 
idvanced techniques 
Juction, and bet- 
em, these attract 
is of visitors a year.

Asclin Cotel, the new giai 
dairy unit, is another ste. 
in the same direction. 
Many farmers in Britian 
are expecting more difficult 
economic conditions in 
the future, especially for 
dairy farming.

Production costs are rising 
steadily, especially the 
cost of labour; (and labour .
S ?8 hec^X
remaining remarkably 
stable

But although 
is pioneering new 
it must also bp 
commercial.

Four of these farmers weie 
keen to co-operate and 
agreed to the Asclin Cotti.
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■mrc'n

too 
of 

also
ys 
plat

Right Employment
Conditions

stimate of the 
requirement 

»ws, 
capital 
s crea-

he contn
— — alsc

’ acres (202 
are scattered 

farms in a radius 
_ than five miles 

(eight kilometres ) from 
the central unit.

The four farmers who joined 
the partnership nearly tw«: 
years ago are Mr George

convem 
central, 
electricity 
were all

Continue on

This has meant that a zero­
grazing system had to be 
used, with most of the feed 
brought into the housing 
unit Similarly manure has 
to be removed for dis­
posal on to the land.

re- 
and 

it will 
titive in 

i an arti- 
Weekly”

hectares) 
over five 
of more

For each acre 
buted. the 
supplied N2( 
contributed, 
also 
towards 
quired, 
resources

be 
because 

but 
d e 1 a 
over ' 

■on from tl 
_______ les. A f u 
N 140,000 was raised, 
ly by a further grant 
the Central Council.

partner also 
;oo (hectare he The cotel's 500 

the partner 
—.lied N494) 

•>nital re­
own

supplier 
the capita 
from his

•\n initial estimaw • 
total capital requires; 
for the unit for 600 cm 
including working ca 
.util an income was
d. was N420,000

A site for the housing and 
milking unit was pur­
chased near the edge of 
Aston Clinton. This was 

uent because it was 
, and also because 
ity, water and roads 
Il available.

The meeting helped to dispel 
some of the objections, 
but some resentment has 
survived, and this persists 
in spite of the extra busi­
ness which the cotel has 
brought to local trades­
people and the attractive 
jobs it has created.

“We chose to work together 
because we feel that only 
in this way shall we ‘ 
sure of securing the 
sources of capital 
management that 
make us competi 
the future," said 
cle in ‘‘Farmers A __y
announcing the project.

‘•This will allow us to offer 
conditions of employment 
similar to that of our in­
dustrial neighbours. 
Diarying on our own 
farms offers us less scope 
for expansion in the lon­
ger term."

Of this the partners’ acreage 
payments supplied 
N 100,000 bank loans 
found a further N200.000, 
and the balance was 
supplied by a grant from 
the Govermcnt-financed 
Central Council for Agri­
cultural and Horticultural 
Co-operation.

Each of the partners, in­
cluding the magazine, 
agreed to contract part of 
their land to the cote! to 
make a total of 500 acres 
(202 hectares) to produce 
bulk feed for the herd.

The first estimate has since 
proved to be too low, 
partly because of cost 
increases, but also be­
cause of delays and 
difficulties over planning 
permission from the local 
authorities. A further 
N 140,000 was raised, part- 

from

Local residents objected 
strongly to the develop­
ment, fearing noise, 
smells, fly nuisance and 
dirt. To meet this hostility 
the partners organised a 
public meeting in the 
village at which the pro­
ject was fully explained.

Hammond, who produced 
milk from nearly 450 acres 
(180 hectares,) Mr Tom 
Blundell with 300 acres 
(120 hectares), Mr. Tony 
Mogford who grows 
mainly corn on 350 acres 
(140 hcctores), and Mr. 
Sidney Parsoos, rearing 
calves and producing beef 
from 80 acres (52 hec- 
ares).
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Production

Farmstock
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to a group 
„■ the Buc- 
village of 

, an area 
igazine was 
ig a dairy

Four 
keei

of these farmers were 
:n to co-operate and 

agreed to the Asclin Cotel.
Co-operative farming enter­

prises in Britain are more 
of a novelty than in some 
” upeau countries. This 

partly because the ave*- 
rage size of farms in Bri­
tain, at about 70 acres 
(28 hectares) has produced 
a less crucial small-farm 
problem.

But although 
is pioneering 
it must also 
commercial.

The magazine, 
Weekly”, runs a 
seven comme 
These are ■ 
tigate advat— 
of productioi 
ween ther 
thousands

by MICHAEL WILLIAM/
“Farmers Weekly”, London

S« ,„TE SSMSA:

extreme, very large units 
which can afford profes­
sional management and 
can benefit from econo­
mies of scale.

the project 
new ideas, 
be strictly

A British farming magazine and four farmers 
have joined forces in one of the most ambi­
tious experiments in co-operation over under­
taken in British agriculture.

Advanced Techniques

, "Farmers 
is a total of 

jercial farms, 
used to inves- 

inced techniques 
ction, and bet- 

em, these attract 
is of visitors a year.

Asclin Cotel, the new giant 
dairy unit, is another step 
in the same direction. 
Many farmers in Britian 
are expecting more difficult 
economic conditions in 
the future, especially for 
dairy farming.

"-Jcosts are rising European c

k"!T® “ASHXE ”"a-“
economic rei • remaining remarkably

was st__ 
of farmers near 
kinghamshire 
Aston Clinton, 
in which the maga 
already running 
farm.

The experiment is dairy unit 
for 600 milkers, with an 
option for expansion to an 
eventual total of 1,000 
milkers. It has been plan­
ned and developed to inves­
tigate a possible system of 
milk production for the 
future, and take advantage 
of the Government finance 
available in Britain for co­
operation in farming.

It is called a cotel a kind of 
cow hotel.
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The four farmers who joined 
the partnership nearly twe 
years ago are Mr George

This has meant that a zero­
grazing system had to be 
used, with most of the feed 
brohght into the housing 
unit Similarly manure has 
to be removed for dis­
posal on to the land.

The first 
proved to be too 
partly because of 
increases, but also 
cause of delays 
difficulties over plat 
permission from tl 
authorities. A fu 
N 140,000 was 
|y by a furthej 
the Central C

kgpdulons :

Hammond, who produced 
milk from nearly 450 acres 
(180 hectares,) Mr Tom 
Blundell with 300 acres 
(120 hectares), Mr. Tony 
Mogford who grows 
mainly corn on 350 acres 
(140 hectores), and Mr. 
Sidney Parsoos, rearing 
calves and producing beef 
from 80 acres (52 hec- 
ares).

^ecausc^vp fVo.rI< toSethcr Each of the partners, in­
fo this wav Ithat on,y eluding the magazine,
surc of seL- a" Webe agr?ed t0 contract part of
sources nrUr1"8. ’he re- their land co the cotel to 
tnanacem. . cap’’al and make a total of 500 acres
make ’ ’hat wm (202 hectares) to produce
’he.future itive *.n hulk fccd for’he herd.
aMoun(&™nrS ^eckly” For each acre he eonin- 

ncinS the project. buted. the partner also
“This will „ supplied N200 (hectare he Thc cotel's 500 ' acres (202

condb „„ us t0 “her contributed, thc partner hectares) are scattered 
simill.?ns employment also supplied N494) over five farms in a radius
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Diarying '^hbours. nuired. from his own (eight kilometres) from
farms offers us 1°“s scope 
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site for thc housing and 
milking unit was pur­
chased near the edge of 
Aston Clinton. This was 
convenient because it was 
central, and also because 
electricity, water and roads 
were all available.

Local residents 
strongly to 
ment, fearing  
smells, fly nuisance 
dirt. To meet this 1 
the partners orgai 
public meeting 
village at which *' 
ject was full;
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The

Special Trailers Banned

Farf

&

small dairy 
farmers

Partly because of local fee- 
1 i n g, special regulations 
were laid down for ope­
rating the cotel. The sto­
rage of manure and silage 
on the site is forbidden 
(adding to the transport 
problem), work at night 
is not allowed, except in 

md liquid 
amoved 
in an

power h o s e and loaded 
with silage or fresh-cut 
ratenal for the return 
)umey.

The regulation requiring the 
use of an enclosed trailer 
for slurry transport made 
this impossible. Instead, 
self-unloadinp hniv

The cows, 400 Friesian,, 
Ayrshires and J’riesian- 
crosses, plus 200 Jerseys 
for quality milk for retail 
sales, are housed in three 
buildings, each 214 feet 
(65 metres) long by 66 
feet (20 metres) wide The

* he trailer is used to spread 
the slurry direct onto 
arable land when this is 
Sl?SlWe’ or*On to pasture. 
When ground conditions 
are too wet for speading, 
the slurry is delivered di­
rectly into storage lagoons.

Roofs Reflect Heat

the cows are bed< 
sawdust, which is 1 
pensive than straw 
the cows very mu, 
nerand provides less bi 
to be ''’’tried as

-hese discharge i n t o feed 
bunkers inside the houses.

urry i n the houses is 
scraped into a channel 
"v?ed. b.y a steel «rid, to dram into a below­
ground holding chamber, 
t-rom there it is delivered

tank mounted on a four- 
wheeled trailer.

ling bulk trai- Each building has 200 cu- 
:d to bring feed bides made of timber, and 
— 41-- ------ — dded on

less ex­
aw, keeps 
meh clea- 

>ulk 
manure.

One of the effects of the lo­
cal objections jyas to de­
lay the planning permis- mt
sion required for the cotel. jot
Heifers and cows were 
bought in t h e spring o f 
.1968 and early summer to 
calve down in the follow­
ing autumn when the 
buildings were due to b e 
completed.

Short Of Target

the "oteTwasrf"ie^°i

750 8a|!ons (3,409

112^ 
"e'Sa„"a£*hoi£ 
one to look “’"ager^.

The diary herd i. „ 
Wn^Tn-m«sta?ra'«a 

slurry “handn’^g

Each building-<5an be sub­
divided, and the cows are 
housed according to yield 
and stage of Jactation so 
that feed can be used 
according to production. 
The concentrate ration, 
fed mainly in the housing 
rather than in the parlour, 
is a highly-mineralised 
barley-based pellet to Sup­
plement fresh feed, and a 
16 percent protein nut 
for production when silage

dedPto supply 600 cows 
from 500 acres (202 hec 
tares) It starts with rye 
in early sPrin^°",,nueds 
with 'yeera“11.1 y ’ seven 
finishes ab?“‘arly No

To streamline the transport 
problem, the partners had 
planned specially-designed 
trailers which could b e 
used to haul slurry from 
the cotel centre to the 
farms. The trailers could 
then be washed with a

20

But completion was delayed
for five months and dur- Thes* J‘ 
ing the period t h e part- bunkers 
ners had 600 cows to milk Slurry i 
in inadequate and make­
shift units on their own 
farms.

buildings have wooden- 
clad walls, and roofs of 
aluminium sheeting to re­
flect heart and reduce the 
weight t o b e carried by 
the framework.

ng, spt 
ire laid 
ting : 
je of 

the

problem), 
is not allc .
an emergency, at 
manure can be ter 
from the site only 
enclosed container.



FARMSTOCK

PUZZLES

□H

CLLES ACCROSS
CLUES DOWN

11.

RESULTS

In our November, edition.Results will be published

V

I
I

3.

5.

7.
9.

(4)
(abbrev) 

sowing

name for GOAT (6)

(3)

nn wr ii ir r u n
miMmnnn nn»nnnne^ mwsama mnnmnn n

C) 
round

15. Master of Arts

16. Line of

i 
in the | 

ling for ' 
cahbra- | 

" ‘ I

$ — Z
* bmg *he regular m,lk 
routine-

A ,heBparlo“r «»°™iginally
at 50 cow per man­

s'1,“ The rate has been 
frequently exceeded and | 
' now the. accepted stan- 

for the unit.

I. WILD <S)

STANCE (7)

SENILE (6)

Elizabeth Reign (abbrev) (2) 

SAD (6) 

PLEASURE

Almost

1. Latin
2. UNITY
4- Indian Chief (3)
6 Bulgarian City (5)
8. Tu (Italian word) (3)

10. Dele e (6)
12. POUN' DOWN (3)
14. Over factual) (4)
16. Look (3)

18. Uncommon (4)
20. Simpleton (4)

22. Donkey (3)

24. Oldest man in the Bible (10)

was chosen lit

'r cost- because of the

^%y"ur8PeaS 
N'"

galand-
bscrva^dpforf visitors,

JeoP>' operation without 
‘^urbmg >»' COW5- 

gtjSdS!^?

Sp«,:[ou!:qlli"c™.d's
?fes,1ts.’,caunr.

aJss?1:?." 
a' af v eid recording easy, 

^rprnJ°^ 
r°',,les using warm water 
f under cleanmg.
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TOMORROW'S 
GRASSLANDS

Wintered so far was (he 
iding a suitable growing’

the seasonal!
■es ten—
■ - frorrr:

BARLEY

Breedin 
grasses ( 
and pulse 
intioduci 
resistant 
nitrogen 
and ihe

Among

not confined to 
er cr.-p-,, ,eic.ii«, 
rod-iced. R.-.?nt 

>-e celv.t rm- 
i he 

-'-''Vi Sakuda

Crop specialist of ■•Flrmer & Stockbree£)er.. London

After a decade of diligent 
" breeding under the di­
rectorship of Professor P. 
T. Thomas (who retires 
later this year), a stream 
of high-perfomance grass 
varieties is now beginning 
to I 
Welsh 
Station.

Apart from their 
mance. these net 
tant because of 
to many countries.

The station 
1919 and in its 
as a research 
University C o ! 
Aberyswyth.

While 
status, toda 
by the Agric 
It has an ; 
and a stal 
scientific,

superior perfor­
ms- varieties are i in por­
their potential value

was established in 
; cany days was run 

department of the 
liege of Wales.

be released by the 
plant breeding

still maintaining this 
ay the station i.> fully-aided 

o.icultural Research Council, 
“annual budget of N 1.600.000 
iff of 200 - 150 of whom are

RESEARCH
Ji ng work is no*, c 
; Clover-, fodder rr.. 
ses are also product 

unions include t .e 
spring barley SabaaK 

tolera.it whi’c c1. ver Sa 
''Prii’g field bca- 1 Jaffa.

k ........ & f'-nda neniai re-.-.rrube .»g earned out ,h . *,r. ( re'^rCtl

|i‘7'lc from the 
"V'llU C- llevuc-n !;J >• 1. .... .

cond.lu.it. Source, i,.c:.,'de 6/ rV 

-
?xF"y"r'’'"lin In “a8 i>"ler c-l'"res. '

problem enco- 
ditr.c.dty of fini 
media n.

QUICKER BREEDING

B"t if all goes well it may soon te 
possible to produce homozygous 
plants quickly and directly from pollen 
grams. This will enable the breeder 
quickly to incorporate desirable 
(.l.aractenstics into his plant material

To return to grass, the stations 
traditional research subject, as with 
the cereal department, much of the 
work is fundamental. An example is 
the work of Dr I P. Cooper, who 
has been pushing grass to the limits 
of its production to find the ultimate 
yield potential and the limiting factors 
The trial results are often based on 
data provided by iu-t one extremely 
well fed. intensively monitored leaf

light factor
The overall limiting factor to grass 

1|1V production in Britain is tlic =cc 
'cding *nPllt °f hght energy, which van< 

The between winter and summer 
intlets 
d one

tolera.it
cond.lu.it


than

>y • as 
the inc

opposed to 
:oming light

rate increases also- 
n pc rate grasses, parti­

northern. Europe, tl 
f reaches light saturation Tf .

10-3*0 000 lux, which is only n 11’s POss,ble therefore, according tc 
thjrd of (Uli summer sunlight, ^^^p^m.al'^o^^0''' m 

crop growth rate of the closec 
At complete light 
out the year, vah 
tons/hcctare Of drj 
have been estimate;

Maximum production is not the only 
characteristic on which the breeders are 
working. Their philosophy is not breed 
grasses for particular farming systems, 
not just for high yield. The result is 
the stret

uciuw 3U to ovir 500cal/cm2 of total 
radiation per day.

Dr Cooper has found tint at low 
light ■ intesities. the photosynthetic -----------
activity of both the individual leaf ralion of ,he 
and the canopy are low, corresponding - ■ •• - 
to a daily dry matter production of 
less than 2g/m2 of leaf surface, 
although the efficiency of convcrtion

As the light intesity increases, the 
photosynthetic —- 
But in most temj 
cularly >n n< 
individual leaf i 
at 20.000 - 30,( 
about a f ■-

Further increase in light intensity has 
little or no effect on photosymhetic 
rale so that during the high light mlcn- 
silie's of summer, the individual leaf is 
able to convert only l%-2% of the in­
coming light energy, corresponding to 
a nnuumum daily dry matter produc­
tion of 10g/m2of leaf surface.
LESS INTENSE

In the crop canop; 
the individual leaf l 
transmitted and

muchhrageH,,SfqU'nllf Sn'ead OVer “ other'varieties”01' d'y 

area index of 7-10.’ As a result the One of the most interesting of 
average light intensity falling on each these grasses is Sabrina - telraploid 
unit of .eaf area is less and light salu- hybrid from a perennial and an Italian 
Alton of the crop is reached only at ryegrass cross. Each spring and 

much higher intensities of incoming early summer it exhibits all the char­
radiation. acteristics of a tetrapioid Italian, but

Under summer conditions in Britain from late summer onwards and into 
crop growth rates of over 200kg'hcctare winter, it becomes a vegetative peren 
per day, corresponding to over 5% nial Pc> 
conversion of light energy, are not Another new variety is sabalan 
uncommon. With young vegetative tetrapioid Italian ryegrass said to be 
canopies growing at high light intensi- superior in yield, persistency and pala- 

.1 uCs va’ucs °f Ovcr 400kg/hcctare have lability to its competitors 
the been reported. Not yet released are cocksfoots that

It is possible therefore, according tc

renowed persistence of traditional 
. cooksfoots but without the usual draw-

. .1 backs of low digestibility and intake,l in erccption through- Many of lhe n£v grasscs are aircady 
drv m u 20'40 on trials in most European countries
dry matter per year and jn Nor(h Amcrica. Thcy could
... , soon find a place in many of the

turn production is not the only WOrd’s temperate grassland regio 
ristic on which the breeders are 

‘i philosophy is not ‘

igh yield. 
:am of new grass
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PUTTING ANIMALS ON

WIDELY PRACTIScD,

More Rams Needed

spon- 
d with

2:October ’?4

and
.•fore

ttern of 
very bent

by
Peter Bullen

Agric Correspondent of 
"THE DAILY MAIL"

London.

As 
base it is 
tests on 
,t was marl 
that it had

“THE PILL”

"ation arc 
wf this the 

i n Britain 
irinary sur-

t impor- 
>e to pre- 

m a n y 
ited pu- 
f unpla- 

re des- 
soon after

contro- 
oest- 
also 
have 

every ten to 2Q

As carly-season lamb prices 
are generally the highest it 
could pay some flock owners 
to be first to market with 
their lambs. Of course, if 
everyone switches to early 
marketing the advantage 
rapidly disappears.

°LANnING IS BY i,O MEANS CONFINED TO 
FhUMAN BEINGS THESE DAYS. IN BRITAIN VA- 
QintJS FORMS OF "FAMILY PLANNING” ORBREEDING 
Control of animals are widely practise.

FOR ANIMAL WELFARE OR ECONOMIC REA- 
SONS often for both.

The most recent form is 
the in.reduction of 
an oral contraceptive for dogs

I has enormous potential.

Unwanted Puppies
Perhaps its most 

tan. function will bt 
vent the birth of 
thousands of unwant 
npcs-lhe result of . 
med mating-that an 
troyed every year soor 
they arc born.

On farms, synthetic hor­
mones to control breeding 
in sheep have been used for 
two years. A device was 
first marketed in April 1967 
after tests on 5,000 ewes from 
18 different breeds had 
shown that ‘family planning” 
could make a valuable con­
tribution to sheep rearing in 
some conditions.

The pill suppresses “heat" 
anJ ll c often distressing and 
incor'cnicnt problems it 
br ,1CS It also prevents con- 
cep'ion should mating occur.

3 Mng the course of treat­
ment to a bitch enables the 
owner to control her bree­
ding a“ 
A lonf- 
pone “u 
fcrence • 
or dog

the pill has a yeast 
s readily eaten, r-J 

250 bitches bef 
larkcted confirmed 

J no serious side 
effects. However, correct do­
sage and admintstrat 
vital, and because of 
-,11 ,s available t 
only through veter 
geons.

Results with sheep have 
been inconsistent in Britain 
probably because of the lar­
ge number of different bree­
ds -there arc more than 40- 
but there would not be such' 
a drawback in countries 
where there are fewer breeds.

The technique of co 
Hing or synchronising 
rus or "heat" in ewes 
makes it necessary to havi 
one ram for every ten to 1 
ewes.

’a bitch enables 
, to control her bi 
and to space her litters, 

ngcr course will post­
beat” to avoid mter- 

with holidays, travel 
; shows.

Apart from the value 
of condensing jnating and 
lambing times and ma­
king the breeding pattern 
more predictable, the me­
thod has another advan­
tage in countries where 
sheep are reared for 
.meat. It enables the 
breeding season to be 
brought forward by seve­
ral weeks so that the 
lamb crop arrives before 
the traditional time.

Ovarid, Glaxo's new contraceptive piL for 
dogs, being administered to — h!"'h

Sponge Pessary For Sheep

For countries which 
have a large sheep popu­
lation, particularly if arti­
ficial insemination is be­
ing used, the ability to 
control the breeding pa- 

ewes could be 
leflcial.

Continue on p. 26

an Alsatian bitch.

The device is a small spon­
ge pessary, impregnated with 
the hormone, which is pla­
ced inside the ewe’s genital 
tract and enables the she­
pherd to plan the breeding 
of the flock with precision.

All the ewes can be per­
suaded to mate and eventually ,. 
to lamb at the same time, 
so that lambing lasts for a 
few days instead of stragg­
ling on for weeks.
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No Problem With Pigs:
In pigs there is not 

iced for artificial < 
breeding in a d 1 
s oestrus can be 
very sue 

: groups < 
*■ da]' *

Syncro-Mate for sheep - 
G. D. Searle and Company 
Ltd., Lane End Road, High 
Wycombe, Buckinghamshire

ly. Synchronisation of cattle 
mating (either natural mating 
or through A. I.) and calving, 
could be timed to achieve 
maximum output of milk or 
beef at the period when 
market prices are the most 
attractive.

The makers have also pro- 
duced a similar compound 
wh ch, when given to poultry, 
stimulates the birds to 
Sml" Conlro,linS ovula-

Read a full repOrt 
with pictures 
Ghana’s first 
AGRICULTURAL 
festival 

that edition.

Where it is not economi­
cally possible to have more 
rams, and they cannot be 
borrowed or hired, artificial 
insemination (a.i.) may be­
come more, popular. This is 
particularly likely where a In pig, there is not the 
breeder, wants to make use sam0 need for artificiaJ 
of top quality rams to make lroi of breeding in adult 
a rapid improvement ih his sows, as oestrus can be re­
whole flock. gulated very successfully by

weaning groups of sows on 
the same day. About 80 per 
cent will exhibit oestrus 
within four days.

At present there are no 
“birth pills” or other con­
trol devices for cattle on the 
market in Britain although 
several of the major pharma­
ceutical firms are working 
on the project.

1° Silt* there has been 
difficulty In spotting the 
correct time for a. i. but this 
problem has been overcome 
by a compound given in the 
gilt s feed tp control oestrus.

“THE PILL”
Again, this is not typical in 
Britain, where one ram to 
40 or 50 ewes is generally 
felt to be sufficient.

It has always been the 
most obvious advantage 
of A. I. that it enables 
a small number of top 
quality male animals to 
be used on an exception­
ally large number of 
females, with often start­
ling results. More meat, 
milk or wool can be ob­
tained in a reasonably 
short time by herd or 
flock improvement 
through A. I.

Pressure on output

Control over tfie female’s 
even^uratLod^ffective. referred to:
and it should lead to yy1".?1!1 for dogn - Glaxo 
increased use of both tech- Greeoford,
niques as world-wide pressure mu-lcomt. 
grows to increase farm out- 
put.and productivity.

The same pressure is for- 
X'^ef^e

housed and fed on «e e Ltd„ London.
fewer acres (hectares;. s. w. 1.

-
comrolted breeding could 
X'Lb^maVhlneniand 
buildings even more effe
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Powerful Bevitco tablets for you.
Bevitco syrup for infants and children 
take them daily for health and happiness! 
Available at all good chemists

Votamimi IB complex
manufactured by BflOdfe t)

| October ’74

i i —... ,_--------------

[ Bevitco 
means health,

I vitality, vigour
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Zarya poultry- farm in (be
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A general view of 
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Rural Electrification Projects being carried 

out by National Electric Power Authority ^jjj 
promote mechanised farming and iner@ae@| 

productivity and improve standard ©f mVjng 
the rural areas.


