'AYO CHARITY

;f .
e




LETDOWNYOURNETS

ISBN:978-978-959-195-4

Copyright February 2016 AYO CHARITY

Published by

Word and Fire House

Word and Fire Ministry

16 Olowojoba Street, Ajipowo Layoul,
Ondo Road, Akure, Ondo State.

e-mail: wordandfire7@gmail.com
Telephone: (+234) 0706 051 1441, 09059020500

Exceptotherwise indicated, all scriptural quotations
are taken from the Authorised King James Version
ofthe Holy Bible.

All rights reserved under International Copyright Law.
Contents may not be reproduced in whole or in part

in any form without the written permission

of the copyright owner.

Designed and printed by
Gentledove Grafiks, Akure.
07060511441,09059020500

1i

DEDICATION

o SN 2

This book is dedicated to the
MISSIONARIES OF
THE MEN ISSACHAR VISION INC.
who have given themselves to the service of
God in foreign lands to see that
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his book, LET DOWN YOURNETS is an

inspirational masterpiece which shall be

of tremendous benefit to all who will care
toread it.

When Jesus told Peter to let down the nets having
toiled throughout the night without any catch, he
reluctantly let down a net, believing that the best
God would do was to give him some fish into the
net. He however had two ships load from that one
net. Imagine if*he had obeyed Jesus fully by
casting his ten nets, he probably would have gone
home with more than enough fishes, hundreds of
ship loads of fishes.

Bro. Charity in this book is inspiring believers,
workers and ministers to give full obedience to
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the word of Christ and is assuring all maximum
result as a result of full obedience. Non-obedience
equals disobedience so is partial obedience.
Every Christian should obey every word of Christ
with all seriousness and give it an undivided
attention. The work of evangelism, discipling and
follow-up should be treated with utmost urgency
as the coming of our Master is at hand.

Every believer should take the assignment of
preaching, teaching and discipling personal (take
it as if it is given to you personally). Jesus said I
come quickly and My reward is with Meto give to
everyone as his work shall be.

It is my belief that you shall not remain the same
after you might have gone through this book.

Evangelist Wale Adeleye

Reconciliation & Liberty Bible Church
Akure, Nigeria.
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t is the Lord's custom to talk about spiritual

things to a natural man, first in a natural way

he can understand. Simon Peter was found in
this situation when the Lord was calling him to
ministry. Knowing what the Lord was doing he
did not hold on to the natural to let go off the
spiritual.

This also is seen in the life of Daniel when he
determined that he would not defile himself by
eating the king's food or drinking his wine being
made available for them. Truly, life is more than
meat.

“For what will it profit a man if he

gains the whole world and forfeits his

life [his blessed life in the kingdom of

God]? Or what would a man give as

an exchange for his [blessed] life [in

the kingdom of God|?”

Matthew 16:26 (AMP)

ix
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The truth 1s that God does not want our lives and
destinies to be tied down to myvths, We have
divine destiny that our physical Tile represents.
Thatisthereal life to ive: a life that influences the
world.alife thatwillnotleave the world the same.

“Let Dowin Your Nets " is icbook [illed with God's
passton for souls. The book i vour hand shows
that you are gilted with some talents. God wants
vou Lo use these talents o profit His Kinedonn.
Afteralloyoubelong toHTim. He paid the prii‘c‘

The book is an encouraver to soul winners. 10is a
strength booster to those labouring on the mission
field. But it is a warning sivnal to those staving
tdie Tteives basic knowledue about missions and
cvangelism. It provides reasons vou should not
shy away from the preaching ol the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christorecardless vour profession.

The Lordbless voursoul us vou read on,

Avo Charity
Pecember 2016

Chapter

THE TRUE FACE OF
CHRISTIANITY

AP 2Ng

“And Jesus came and spale unito them, saving,
Ali power is given unto me in heaven and in
carth. Go ve therefore, and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of
the world. Amen.™
Muatthew 28:18-20

urpose can be very important in giving,
approach to life. To ask why we are
Christians is as relevant as asking why
are we here on earth. Itis an important thing to
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know why we are here on earth as Christians.
It will help in getting bearing and in setting
priorities right. When a person knows where
he 1s going he will follow in the right direction.
Concentration then will be a matter of
necessity. Purpose will give drive to lite and
guides from living such a life that cannot bring
tulfillment.

A person can be living doing several things
that seem to bring pleasure. But there is a
vacuum 1n his life that cannot be filled with
mere pleasure. Unless a believer discovers
purpose for being a Christian or being in
ministry he may never find fulfillment.

A Christian should know why he is a
Christian. When people come to the Lord they
come the way they arc. But the Lord is not
going to let them remain the way they came.
He brings them into His own purpose. He
brings them into the business of the Father.
The Christian should know detinitely that he
isin foradivine purpose.

Fhe True Face OF Christianity

A person becomes a Christian when he
believes on the Lord Jesus as Saviour and
Lord, and steps out to live for the eternal
purpose of God. Although he has come to the
Lord to find rest for his soul, then he has to
take the Lord's voke on him. He does not find
rest for his soul without taking the Lord's yoke
on him. He will not be allowed to continue to
do his own will and live for himself but for the
will of God. The Lord Jesus said.

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn
of me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls.” Natthew [1:29

The Sure Foundation

Christianity is a mission on purpose. That
purpose is definite. The purpose must not be
defeated. When the purpose of a thing 1s
defeated it loses worth and gives no
fulfillment. It the purpose is defeated God
would no longer be interested in the practice.
Then God would no longer be satistied with
our service.
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When God is not interested then it becomes
our worlk and no more God's work. [t does not
matter what effort we put in. Even though we
are still doing the work but God is not pleased
again. It does not matter the running ups and
downs the moment our labour fails to provide
God with the desired pleasure, 1t becomes
unacceptable.

Christianity is authentic only when it is
practiced as God wants it. Not everyone vou
see busy in the name of doing God's work is
doing the right thing. Butevervone's work will
be tested by tire and the tire itself will make
clear the quality of everyvone's work.
Lveryvone's work will be put through the fire to
sce whether or not it keeps its value. 1f the
worl survives the fire, that person will receive
arcward.

o
o
}v

Some people's work will be destroyed by the
fire. This is why vour service must be
acceptable to God. There is no benetit 1o being
busy doing nothing acceptable. There are
enouch reasons why we must be Christians

el

|

[Tie True Face OF Cliristianits

and ministers God wants us to be. His mind is
that we will be Christians that will brine
tultillmentto His divine purpose.

“For other foundation ¢an no man
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. Now if any man buiid upon
this foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every
man's work shall be made manifest:
for the day shall declare it, because
it shall be revealed by fire; and the
fire shall try every man's work of
what sort it is. If any man's work

abide which he hath built
thercupon, he shall reccive a

reward. If any man's work shall be
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he
himself shall be saved; vet so as by
fire.” | Corinthians 3:11-13 ‘

Whatapriviledge to labour in God's vinevard!
What a priviledee to serve Him!' God is

Cdelighted. e created us for this purpose. It
Wil be pleasurable o Him it we can do more
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than we are doing now, but more than that 1s
how glorious it will be when we can serve Him
acceptably.

We must be sure that it is His work we are
doing and not our own. And if it 1s His work,
we must do it the way He asks us to do it. He
will be glad to see us doing the right thing ina
right way.

This implies that it is right that we should ha\'e\
correct mindset about the divine way of
Christ's life called Christianity. It is going to
be a correct mindset to walk in His steps.
Discipleship is a crucial concept of
Christianity.

Christianity is an extension of Christ's life. It
is to live as He lived and walk as He walked.
We are Christians when we are doing the
things that Christ did. The best way to detend a
thing is to keep its purpose. So, the best way to
defend Christianity is to live to fulfill the
purpose of Christianity.

The True Face Of Christianity

“He that saith he abideth in him ought
himself also so to walk, even as he
alked.” 1John 2:6

God's Intention

God personally is in the business of soul
winning and He's a good manager of the
resources of His kingdom and does not joke
with accountability. It is known to all that
“many are called” yet the Bible says, “the
labourers are few” so that we have to pray that
God will bring in more labourersto the harvest

fleld.

What exactly is in the mind of God that makes
Him to act the way He does? Is it not to fulfill
His mandate for regaining the lost world? |
think He has not called us to please ourselves.

Meanwhile, men are not created originally to
do things contrary to God's purpose tor living.
[tis arbitrary to live to please yourself. You are
not created to take arbitrary decisions. You are
made to live a life that will fulfill God's
purposes. -
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I think it is worthwhile then, to consider that
whate\ er we are doing and whatever means or
method we are using in mipistry is not worth
employing, if it would not satistfy God's
intention and purpose. God's labour of love is
to redeem man back to Him and this should
draw out our basic objectl\ es.

The Challenge

S

Please, permit- me at thls pomt to ask what'

should a servant of God understand his calling

into ministry.to mean° I think it is to let down:

his nets into the ocean of the world of
unbelievers and truly turn men to the Saviour
and to please the One who has called him to
numstly by doingitin HIS own, way :

hanl\ God fox mlracles SIgns and wonderSu

But, to be tactual is it worth it using all the

gifts. and the anointing of the Holy Spirit.
without the xesult of souls being won into the .
kmociom of God? No' [s it a matter to you that.
Souls are Oenumely sav, ed? If one.is called to,
define his. ministry, what would he say God.
has called him to do? We must be .able to-

answer these questions.
8

ettt et

The True Face Of Christianity

On the last day it is going to be an impossible
thing for anyone in whom God has invested
and entrusted the resources of His kingdom te
come up with an excuse for failure when

called for accountability. What will a man say, »
before God that has not allowed him to do

ministry inthe way God is pleased.

One important thing God has called usto do is
to win souls and draw them so close to God in
relationship. You may need to measure your
ministry in a balance with biblical standard
following the example of Christ and see
whether or not the kingdom of God is truly
profited. We have to go back to the basics.

e
R
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Chapter

THE TASK BEYOND ALL
EXPECTATIONS

L4 £ b
et sy

“When they therefore were come together, they
asked of him, sayving, Lord, wilt thou at this
time restore again the kingdom to Isracl?
And he said unto them, It is not for
you to know the times or the scasons,
which the Father hath put in his own power.
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part
of the carth.”

Acts 1:6-8

o doubts, the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ raised His name above

11
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all names. His name now works miracles;
signs and wonders happen at the mention of
His name. There is power in the name of Jesus.

The function of His name gives glory to.God

(Philippians 2:8-11).

The blood He shed speaks still. It speaks better
things than that of Abel. The blood is a weapon
to destroy the activities of Satan. The same
blood gave victory and freedom to the
children of Israel in Egypt the land of slavery
and bondaoe , :

The blood of Jesus is active and efficient. By
the blood we overcome the devil (Revelation
12:11). There are manymore benefits to enjoy
because Jesus died and was resurrected. But it
1s not oood enough to enjoy all these alone. It
does not make us fulfill our calling as
Christians. ‘

For what Purpose?

Nevertheless, the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ ‘can’be important to'people in
different ways. There can be different reasons

12 -
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The Task Bevond All Ef\‘}‘»ecfalions

why peoplé celebrate the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Chirist. Ofa truth, if Christ was not
raised from the dead, Chnstlamtv would not-
have been preserved. It does-not matter the
miracles He performed during His ministry on"

earth, many who believed on Him then would
have denied faith. OLll ialth wou d ha\e been
mvam A

“‘And'i'f'Christbe not raised,
your-faith is vain; yeare yetin =
your sins.” 1Corintians-15:17

The resurrection of Christ “validates
Clmstlamty Today, when we are celebrating
the resurrection of Christ we are’ eelebxatmg;
the legallty of our Talth It is wcnth 1t to be*
hay )py and1e|01ce ' S

Unfortunately, there are many ‘people today
who do Hot even have the knowledge of what
resurrection is-all about: Tt is 1ot wrong that
people eat and drink during Easter. It is just
that eating and drinking does not move the
devil: But the devil is ha ppy when people act

13
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in ignorance. He is happy when people are
ignorant of the truth. He does not want people
to know the truth. This is because people can
be free only when they know the truth. And it
isthe truth that gives freedom.

However, when people accept Christ as Lord
and Saviour their celebration will be
meaningful and glorifying. They will not have
anything to lose after all. Their hearts will
show gratitude to God genuinely, and not
depart from Him.

His Will; not our Wish ;

Before His resurrection the disciples of Jesus
Christ were hiding for satety. They feared tor
their lives because the Master was arrested,

condemned and killed. The ripple effects of’,

these were heavy on them so much that Simon
Peter had to act against his wish and denied
Him. His faith could not withstand how Jesus
Christ was being beaten and banished . to
death. o

But When Christ was resurrected and seen of

14

The Task Bevond All Expectations

His followers they believed and were filled
with joy and great expectations. They had had
sorrows and sufferings but at last their
sorrows turned to joy. For them the
resurrection of Christ was a great victory.

The apostles would have Joved to sce Christ
reign on earth at that time but it was not time to
do that. Although it was a good prospect and

great expectation, the timing was not subject

to human ideology. There are times we think
God should have come and do something that
will favour and please our intentions and
concerns. But issues with divine purposes do
not happen as whims. They are ordained for
the time appointed.

There is always time and scason for
everything. Every agenda of God is organized
from above. Anxiety and impatience do not
stand a place in the programme ot God. It we
are in the plan of God we are going to stay in
Hisline ofaction. '

If you have laboured with God in His service,

15
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you are gomg to walt t1ll He bunﬂs your
rewards to you. Yet, you canhot 2o to restina
hurry. Although, human beings are motiv ated
by rewaldq and 1t is’in the human nature to,
settle down for enjoyment after a peIlOd of
labour. You must get to know wh at is next in
His agenda fory our‘hfe. :
The Mandaie , -

Thm the'apostles got to know th at thene was av
task ahead of them. The show d1d not end at
Christ_resurrection, Althouoh thev ate and‘
drank togethex when He appe ared to them, He
left with them the mandate to spxead the
gospel of sal\/ atlon all 0\ er the wox Id B

“And he said unto them "GO"\’e into

all the world, and preach the e

‘ oospel to every ueatun e.”
Markl() lﬁ , ‘

L

We have got to be rcmmded tlme and aoam;
that Christianity is not a matter of personal;

interest. It is about the will of God. Tt is about

pleasing the One who has chosen us. Many

16

The Task Beyond All Expectations

believe ‘in destiny. The fulfillment. of .our
glorious: destinies is not wnhout the dlvme
mandate. ' :

The Christian life has a mandate of taking the
gospel to everywhere it is needed, for the
salvation of all mankind. It is centered on
evangelism and discipleship.. The Christian
life is about living in accordance with the
teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ-and teaching’
peopleto live by the same; domg the worl\s He
did, even greaterworks ot

DuvmeFollow-up BRI o
Atthe time, the disciples had retumed 10 thelr
former way of life. Simon Peter had:led them
back to fishing. But the Lord came to restore
and bring them back into the business of the
gospel. God has to visit and follow- up His
work in our hands to see whether or not we.
have gone back doing our own business.

[t is evidence totell us that it is possible to live
away from doing what the Lord has called us
to do. It does not take a long time to depart:

5 17 .
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from doing the will ol the Father and start to
pursue one's own interest. The Lord needs to
appear again to put an end to our fruitless
labour. The futurc holds more than we can see
or think now. ‘

Meamwhile, a prophetic declaration was
hanging on Simon Peter already that he was
going to be an important instrument in the
building of His Church. The Lord put a huge

value on Simon Peter to lead other apostles to-

birth His Church. Simon Peter’s life after the
Lord's departure then was a concern to the
Lord Jesus. Thus Simon Pecter's future was

paramount to the building of the Church. the

“called-outones” of God.

The Value ‘ :

This is one reason souls are dearly to leaders
and they do not find it easy to lose hope over
members. You cannot tell what a  young
member will become tomorrow. That one
member may be the one who is‘meant to
promote the work ot God in the future: At the
first.sermon of Apostle Peter three thousands

18

The Task Bevond Al Expectations

soulswere saved. A member of a local church
can be very important, as far as God is
concerned.

“And he brought him to Jesus. And
when Jesus beheld him, he said,
Thou art Simon the son of Jona:
~thou shalt be called Cephas,
which is. by interpretation, A
stone.” John 1:42 '

From the instance Simon Peter was brought to
the LLord, he was noted to be a good material to
the Lord. Peter would have remained and died
a fisherman if he was not brought to the Lord.
Many of'us cantell what could have become of
us, if we were not saved. We had been without
hope in the world. The implication is that there
arc hundreds of thousands who except they are
brought to the Lord they cannot become the
people the Lord wants them to be. They will
only continue to live in their shadows.

There is “thou-shall-be™ declaration waiting
to be pronounced upon that common street

19
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person you ‘see around you everyday . Itis a
declaration that will bring about

transformation. You just bring him to the

Lord. The story is not going to be the same.
Unless a man is led or brought to the Lord he
will remainin llmbo :

His destmy is suspen‘ded‘a:_d inoperative. He
is divided and prevented from' living a real
life. He lives in obscurity no matter the

potentials wrapped in his destiny. Though,
there are things that eyes have not seen which
he should enjoy; he cannot access them unless
he chooses to love the Lord. What a prnvnlege‘

to know the Savxom =

20

C hapter

\ THE TASTE OF DIVINE
SATISFACTION o

e

“Then I lool\cd on all the “ orl\s that my
hdnds had w rought and on the laboun that
“Thad laboured to do: and ‘behold,”
all'was'v anity and v exation of 9p1rlt
~and theré was no proﬁ :
~under the sun.’
Eccleqiastes 2: 11

P
il EEE

_over everythmo he had made, and He
. saw that everything .-was: very 0ood

(Gene51s 1:31)..Life can only.be good when it
fulfillsiwhat it'is desighed for. But ‘when. it 1s-

abused it will: turn to.be - abnOImal Its
enjoyment will turnsore. - ‘ Ea

21
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When you are talking of enjoyment of
pleasures, King Solomon had seen it all. He
knew what pleasures really were. At a time in
his life, he said to enjoy pleasure was vanity.
Amassing wealih to oneselt does not in any
way bring satisfaction. Life should be
invested to {ulfill its purpose. When life
becomes excess it will not give its real
meaning any longer.

“I said in mine heart, Go to now, |
will prove thee with mirth,
therefore enjoy pleasure: and,
behold, this also is vanity. I said of
laughter, It is mad: and of mirth,
Whatdoethit?” Ecclesiastes 2:1-2

Although, he did great things: built houses,
planted vineyards, designed ‘gardens and
parks and planted a variety of fruit trees in
them. Satisfaction was not found in them. He
acquired large herds and flocks, larger than
any before him. He piled up silver and gold,
loot from kings and kingdoms. He became
very rich and famous. But something was yet
missing!

]
3]

The Taste Of Divine Satistiaction

He hired wonderful singers, both men and
women, and had many beautitul concubines.
He had everything a man could desire!
Anything his eyes saw and wanted, he got for
himself. But it is vanity upon vanity. What
exactly was missing?

“Then I looked on all the works that
my hands had wrought,and on the
labour that I had laboured to do:
and, behold, all was vanity and
vexation of spirit, and there was
no profit under the sun.”
Ecclesiastes 2:11

A Serious Wayto Live

It may sound strange to hear that the good part
of'king Solomon's life was notin all that he did
for himself, regarding all that he accessed and
enjoyed as a man. But that is the truth. The
good part of his life was neither in the
abundance of'the things that he possessed, nor
in any ot his personal enjoyments.

However, his service to God was a landmark.

23
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It there was a great accolade in his lite it was
going to be on his service to God and to His
people. Not for himself. He offered the best to
God. There had not been such before him. ide
offered the best to God. He gave'the best'to
God's work. The joy he so much sought for
that he could not find in all his personal
enjoyments, his sacrificial service to God
handed it to him. What vour money cannot
buy vour service to- God will give it 1o you.
Whata serious way to live!

“Now when Solomon had made axn
end of praying,. the fire camec
down from heaven., anpd
| consumed the burnt offering and-
the sacrifices; and the glory of tue
LORD filled the house.”
2 Chronicles 7:1

The rich also can have the advantage of
bringing down the glory ofGod, if they would
give themselves to the service of God.
Acceptable sacrificial giving can bring fire
from heaven. There is a reason the rich are

24

['he Taste OF Divine Satistaction

really rich. Whatever God gives to man is
useful to God. 1f it is not useful to CIOd God

would not provide you with it.

Even the gift of life; God gives it so that we
can be useful to Flim. At this point, 1 think you
have to thank God tor being alive and for who
vou are, even for what vou have and what you
can do to show forth His praise. Youand your
family can mean so much to God i His
service ' '

Notin Seir Gratification

The best of aman's life is in his service to God.
It is not in self gratification. You can only live
to fullill God's master plan for your life when
vou key into it. It does not matter the things
you do for vourself, as long as you continue to
do them vou are going to meet with
dissatistaction at the end of the day.

Any child of God who is living for himself is
not going to meet God's expectation tor his
life and this can be very disappointing and
costly. When God puts people in position he
puts them there to serve His purpose. He does

25
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not put men in position for selfish Interest.
Thatis why He can remove one and enthrone
another. God is steely interested in those who
willdo His will and fulfill His purpose.

“And when he had removed him,
he raised up unto them David to
be their king: to whom also he
gave testimony, and said, I have
found David the son of Jesse, a
man after mine own heart, which
shall fulfil all my will.” Acts 1300

Get not Carried Away

The children of 1srael did not discover early
the reason God told them to borrow jewels of
silver and jewels of gold from the Egvptians
while they were coming out of the land
(Exodus 11:2). They had no idea. They could
only think it was for their personal use and
pleasure alone. They did not see ahead 1o the
future.

The children of Israel did not know thatatime

. Was going to come when God would ask them

26
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to willingly give to His work. Many today
cannot discern why God 1s blessing them.
Even when they can see or are asked to give
they are not ready to give willingly to God's
work. Tt should not be so.

“And Moses spake unto all the
congregation of the children of
Israel, saying, This is the thing
which the Lord commanded,
saying, Take ve from among you
an offering unto the Lord:
whosoever is of a willing heart, let
him bring it, an offering of the
Lord; gol(l, and silver, and brass.”
['xodus 35:4-3

ARare Privilege . .
The Christian life is a life that is bought with a
price. What is that price? It is the precious
blood of Jesus Christ.

“Forasmuch as ye¢ know that ye
were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and

[
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gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition frem your
fathers; But with the precious
blood of Christ, as ¢f a lamb
withoui biemisk and without
spot:” 1 Peter 1:18-19

Our lives would not have been meaningfui at
all if the Lord had not come down to save us,
imagine someone who is saved from smoking
and drug addiction: what do you think will be
better than using the rest of his life to serve the

Lord? What could be famous for the man of

the country of the Gadarenes than to live the
rest of his life to serve the interest of Him who
set him free from being possessed ot demons?

Should the woman with an issue of blood who
spent.all:that she had looking for selution
where she could not get it, have access 1o
money again, you can be sure she would use it
to support the spreading of the good news all
overthe land. The Bible says,

“But ye are a chosen generation, a

2

[os}

The Taste OF Divine Satisfaction

roval priesiticod, an holy nation, a
peculinrpeopler that ye should

~ shew torth the praises of him who
“hath called you out of darkness
into his marvelleus light: Which
in fime past were nota people, but
are now the peopic of God: which
had noet obtained mercy, but now
h1ave obtained mercy.”

1Peter 2:9-10

Jesus has done for us what we could not do for

ourselves. Money could not save thé rich man

from hell. It is the blood of Jesus that saves

trom destruction. The woman with an issue of’

blood for twelve years must be rich, but

money failed her. There are noblunx money
cannotanswerto.

Although there are names when you hear them
you know they-are authorities and powers in
the world. But the big names-cannot save the
bearers when they run into troubles. The name
of Jesusisabove all names.
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Living forHimis worth it

There are people who would not have been
able to lift their heads up among men but
today they have become great in their
generation. There are believers today who by
the power of God have been brought out from
- accumulated darkness which had swallowed
greatmen in their generations.

Those generations suffered defeats from
enemies' invasions. They had no saviour until
Christ came. It Christ had not come to deliver
them, they would have been doomed forever.

“The people that walked in darkness
have seen a great light: they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of
death, upon them hath the light
shined.” Isaiah 9:2

It 1s worth it to live for the One who gave
Himself forus and saved us from destruction.

Chapter

THE TINGLING WARNING
SIGNAL

RO

“And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven
-as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in
- white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of ‘
iGalilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this
. same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
* heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
| ~ scen him go into heaven.”

Act :10-11

t His last appearance to the apostles,
the Lord Jesus Christ commanded
| them to go and preach the gospel to
“e\'eryone, everywhere (Mark 16:15). Every
‘Christian is called to this responsibility.
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1t 1s mandatory thercefore, lmt every b
of the gospel of the Lord Jest
rise up to this lellcn«: \hbxlon 12 worth
living for. And it the need be,
worth dvii wiol The Lor {l\n(\tt‘\}kdl ngan
Christians to fold their hands at this time.

Lord wantsusto occupy till He comes.

clicver
s Christ sheuld .

l*he

Face the Realiiy
In Acts 1:10-11. the apostles had just seen
what they had never seen happen before. The
miracle oi Christ’s ascension should
distract them from doing the next thing in
God's agenda. That w as to the apostles. Inthe
same. vein, miracles in the name of Jesus are
not allow ed
thing.

The programme
rrespective
now. There

of God 1s ultimate,
of awhat we can see hoppening
are things Christians de today that

are’ not relevant to the great commission.”
But-

Those things mere  distractions.
distractions are not permitted. Further delay
can be costly. Time will close in.

dre
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not

~time limit attached.

o-hinder us from doing the right. .

The Trailing Test O Your Lite

- To every assignment given by God there 1s a
We cannot. be here on.
carth forever, Human beings have limited life
span. There is time frame atiached to ourlives.
Many people do not complete theirs. There -
are thines if vou do not do thun NOW-You may
never do them again. [very bit of lite must
count.

»And while they looked stedfastly .
toward heaven as he went up,
behold, twe men stood by them in
white apparel; Which also said, Ye
men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall se come in like
manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.” Act 1:10-11

Answerthe Question

Why stand you here gazing?
could mean an alert not to get carried away by
the miracle they had scen. This is the same
question God is asking those who are carried

The question

O
(@]
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away by miracles they see and enjoy in the
name of Jesus. Miracle is an event that
happens beyond natural abilities. Miracles are
good for the work: especially when they oceur
inthe lives of'those who are just coming to the
Lord.

However, we should not stop at secing
miracles happen. Rather, if we are to celebrate
miracles we should just believe that God can
and wants to do more than we have seen. and
then have boldness that we have a God who is
unlimited in power and can do all things. as
we move forward to the next level, Miracles
should only trill us to win more tor God,

The King's Business

Even though the announcement of His
ascension by the two angels gives an
assurance and indication that the Lord Jesus
will surely come a second time and to become
conscious of what manner He should come.
The message of the angels to the apostles
seems to be more importantly about the next
line of action and the urgency of God's

34
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programme [or the apostles, and the danger ot
staving idle.

This is because when they had the message
they returned immediately to Jerusalem from
Mount Olivet and went straight to an upper
room (Acts 1:12). The implication is that they
did not have all the time to carry out their
assicnment. The matter can mean that the

f

king's business requires haste. o

Timeis Everything

Note then. that whatever the Lord has
commanded yvou to do must be done i time.
There 1s a period of lite when you are full of
strenoth and can do almost everything that
comes your way. What you do with your time
at such period of life will go a long way
finishing your assignment. However, when
you arc old strength will fail you in achieving
much. There will be things you will no longer
be able to do. Also. there are things 1t you
delay to do them today they are likely not
goil{g to give vou the required result
tomorrow. There is time for everything.

oS}
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“He that gathercth in summer is a
wise son: but he that sleepeth in
harvest is a son that causeth
shame.” Proverbs 10:5

Procrastination is the thief of time. they say.
Someone has said that delay is the deadliest
form of denial. It is said alzo that you never
leave that till tomorrow which vou can do
today. The irony of it is that you do not know
what tomorrow will be. Tomorrow may not
even come! Itisadangerous thing to stay idle.

Dangers of Idleness
Apart hom the fact that idleness is an enemy
of success, 1t is a waster of oppoxtumhe%
priv 1hdum and endowments. It gives room to
immoral and ungodly involvements and opens
doors to the activities of the enemy. This also
leads to wastage of assets. When a man
neglects his divine endowments he will
“become irrelevant in the spheres of life and
influence. Neglect of skills, advantages and
talents will result ina drawback.

36
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“Slothfu' ness casteth into & deep
leeps; and an idle soul shall suffer
hungenz Proverbs 19:13

Beiween Urgency and Patience :

Why did God need to immediately send the
angels? It is so because the king's business
requires haste. Every agenda of Godis
programmed and God is not slow. about His
programme. As an individual, His agenda for
you is programmed. Now, the matter is not
even about you personally. Itisabout God.

It is about God's kingdom and the entire
humanity. Itis about the salvation ot mankind.
But you are fortunate. You have arole to play
in the programme of God. For human beings,
to live for a hundred vears is like everlasting.
But with God a thousand vears is like a day
But if we play our short role well and
effectively we can be remembered for
cternity. |

However, God's patience with humanity is not
buying time. God's programme for the entire

o
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world is fixed. But God's patience with
humanity is giving enough room for
repentance. No man can live beyond his life
span. Every sinner that dies in sin will go to
hell. It does not matter how long the wicked
may live, all their years are as nothing if they
do not repent. Eternity has made all time, both
short or long to be the same before God. God's
patience now is calling for urgency in His
business. God's army must be at duty post.
God s not willing that sinners should perish.

“But, beloved, be not ignorant of
this one thing, that one day is with
the Lord as a thousand years, and
a thousand years as one day. The
Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.” 2Peter 3:8-9

Combine Love with Obedience
The urgency was high that God needed to send
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two angels to alert the apostles. Perhaps, if the
angels had not appeared to them they would
not have returned to Jerusalem at the time.

The apostles loved the Lord so that they felt
like He should not leave them or that they
should go up into heaven with Him. They
really wanted the Lord. Likewise, there are
people who have known the Lord and have
being with Him. There are men and women
who are friendly and truly love the Lord and
feel that they should enjoy fellowship with
Him ceaselessly. They want the Lord to be
with them forever.

There are believers who want uninterrupted
fellowship with the Lord. Others have
forgotten themselves where they are. There is
nothing meaningful they are doing. They just
count themselves to be among His people. But
the matter of urgency is the business of the
Father. :

Are you a lover of God? Are you a follower c_)f
Christ? Obedience to God is a proof of His
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Lordship. Your obedience to God will show

how much you love Him. To love God is to
keep His commands, 1f vou truly love Him
you would keep His commands. You have to
be where God wants you to be. You have to do
what He wants vou to do. You have to go
round and show to others the things vou have
seen ol Him. You have to preach the gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Combine love with obedience. Remember, the
command is “Go™, The mind of God for yOu is
that you go forward. Do not build another
tower. The programme of God is progressive.
.Go forward do 1ot become a lake. Go about
“witnessing! Occupy till He comes. Be in
charge. Take lands for God. Press on to the

~ finishing point.
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Chapter

THE TRAILING TEST
OF LIFE

o SN2 g

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying,
All power is given unto me in heaven
and in carth. Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever 1 have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, -
even unto the end of the
world. Amen.”
Matthew 28:18-20

hen the Lord was going He left
three things with the apostles. He
left His power, His programme and
His presence with them. These are things that
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make life meaningful to responsible
Christians. Everyone who will live up to
expectation as a child of God must plunge into
them. They help Christians to be focused.
They distinguish Christians from the others.
The destiny of'a Christian is defined by them.

Those who settle for only the things they can
take from God are easy-to-catch by the enemy.
Their lives have no guide. They are travelling
without direction and destination. But
devotion and commitment to God is the way.
However, plunging into these divine avenues
does not mean you are going to exploit them
for personal gains. It is about living your
kingdom life and fulfilling God's purpose.

No Exception

The preaching of the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ is unavoidable to Christians. This is the
ministry of the believers. And it is a test of
their lives. In this case, as a Christian, yours is

no exception. It is the test of your life. It is a -

test that you cannot run away from. It is a test
that you must pass. There is no justification
for anyone who fails the test.
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People would be comfortable if the Lord just
saved them only to enjoy life without taking
the responsibility of the gospel of Christ upon
them. But, unfortunately, there 1s no room for
such in God's plan. That will be a life that does
not affect others. But only those who follow
and live for Him are those who have a place in
Him. They are daily refreshed. They are not
like a dam. They are like a flowing river. They
are a blessing to their generations.

THE MEANS OF HIS POWER

One of the three things the Lord left with us is
His power. The Lord knows the importance of
His power to the great commission. He gave
His power for the work because etfective
preaching is accorded with power, the power
of the Holy Spirit. Without the power Qf the
Holy Spiritit is going to be ditficult to witness
effectively forthe Lord.

You will need the power to influence the
world and set the captives free. It is by the
power of the Spirit of God that sin can be
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judged (Micah 3:8). You may try as a man, but
you cannot fully preach the gospel without the
power of the Holy Spirit. When the power is
not there you are going to struggle to do the
work in your human strength and there will be
no good result. But when the power is there,
doing great exploits will not be an impossible

thing. Paul, an apostle of Christ testified to
this:

“Through mighty signs and
wonders, by the power of the
Spirit of God; so that from
Jerusalem, and round about unto
Illyricum, I have fully preached
the gospel of Christ.”

Romans 13:19

Great transformation will come upon you
when youreceive the power of the Holy Spirit.
Before the Spirit came, Simon Peter was
afraid of the opposition but when he received
power he was ready to confront the
persecutors. When the power of God
overshadows you, you can never remain the
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same. When you are filled with the Holy Spirit
you cannot be short of ideas that will open the
doorot'the gospel to you.

“And the angel answered and said
unto her, The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of
the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God.” Luke 1:35

Eligibility Factors

Meanwhile; there are keys to receiving the
power of the Holy Spirit. The first thing is that
you must belong to Him. Anyone who does
not belong to Him is not eligible to receive His
power. Being religious is not a factor to
receiving the power of the Holy Spirit. Even
though the Bible recorded that the apostles
gathered together in one place with one accord
praying. waiting for the power.

This does not mean that all it entails to receive
the power of the Holy Spirit is prayer and
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fasting. Non-Christans also do pray to God. In
Acts chapter ten, it is said that Cornelius was a
very religious man and prayed to God. But he
could not receive the power of the Holy Spirit
until he was saved. Genuine salvation is the
gateway to the baptism of'the Holy Spirit.

Obedience

Obedience is a major key to receiving the
Holy Spirit into your life. The Word of God is
opposed to the act of praying and disobeying
the Word of God. The Word of God says it is
abomination to pray to God while you have no
regard for His Word (Proverbs 28:9). But the

Holy Spirit is given to those who obey God
(Acts 5:32).

Only those who are ready to subnnt to the
leadership of the Lord Jesus are eligible

candidates for the power of the Holy Sprrrt ,

Your obedlence will be proven There is a

level of obedience that is proven by'

inconveniences and sufferlnos

“Take my yoke npon you, and\‘leavrn‘
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of me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”

Matthew 11:29-30

As far as God is concerned, you must be under
authority before you can exercise power or
delegate some authority. In other words, if a
man cannot be submissive to the divine
authority he is not qualified to be a custodian
ofthe same. No one can win with God when he
cannot obey divine injunctions. Power does
not come so cheaply. You cannot confer it
upon yourself. It is given by God. You have to
obey and wait on Him. You will need to obey
instructions in righteousness to pass the test of
your llfe. ,

Humlllty

Humility is another key. Humllrty 1sa proot of
obedience. 1 once wrote that humility is a
forerunner of love. In this case, humrlrty is a
forerunner of grace. God gives grace to the
humble. The humble can assess the power of
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God. Though God is great, e cares for the
humble. Only those who are humble can serve
God acceptably. The reason is that they are not
going to live for themselves. They are going to
ive to serve God's interest in the lives of other
peopleregardless their own status.

Itisnotgoing to be if or when they like to do so
because that is what they are called to do. They
are going to prefer others than to serve their
own interest. Another reason for humility is
that arrogant people cannot handle God's
power. Else they destroy things.

God forbids that His servants begin to destroy
the flock they are sent to keep, by the power
given to them. Humility puts us in shape to
serve God's purpose. Humility also is judged
by inconveniencies caused by circumstances
and situations. You have to be humble to pass
the testof your life.

“And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross.”

Philippians 2:8
48
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Pure and Right Motive
The Lord said in Acts 1:8:

“But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witness-es
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the
earth.” Acts 1:8

God's plan for outpouring of His power to His
people is solely for the preaclpng of the
gospel. [tisto bring people into His I\mgdom.
And this is the way we have to see It. ﬂWe
cannot be wiser than God. The counsel 'ot th'e
Lord is that people will come to worship HTS
majesty. We have to do things and handle His
resources in accordance with His will.

However, we are in a generation where people
like to do things for vain glory. It will be a
wrong thing to take advantage of God's work
to make name for oneself. It is wrong to use
the divine mandate as a venture to promote

personal interest. Many others are out there
49
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who are bent on using God's power to enrich
themselves and secure a fat bank account. This

1S wrong.

The human heart can manufacture many
devices within a limited time. This is why God
asks everyone who comes to Him to give his
heart to Him. The love of Christ must dwell in
our hearts. Doing the work of the Lord
requires a pure heart. The basis for recerving
His power is to preach the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

There are people in church and in ministry
who seek their own things and not the things ot

God. This is why Apostle Paul lamented and
said,

“But I trustin the Lord Jesus to send
Timotheus shortly unto you, that 1
also may be of good comfort, when
I know your state. For I have no
man likeminded, who will

‘naturally care for your state. For
... all seek their own, not the things

50
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which are Jesus Christ's.”
Philippians 2:19-21

THE COMMAND OF HIS PROGRAMME

The second thing the Lord left us with is His
programme. The programme of God for His
people is to take the gospel to the entire world.
Now, when some of the children of God hear
this command it does not really make sense to
them. This is because they see the command as
too good to be true. Some of them do not see
the need to embark on this. Others think 118
impossible because they do not have access or
means to achieve this. Others still donotknow
where to start.

Actually, you do not need to start where you
cannot reach at the present. God knows your
means. Your neigbourhood is a world close to
you. The Christian life is using all available
means to.preach the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ. The means also includes your dally‘
business. Wherever you go by means of
travels, relocation or transfer from your
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workplace, ail this will afford you the access
to witness for the Lord.

The command is “Go". There is no alternative
toit. We are commanded to go and reach out to «
neighours in villages, towns, cities and
nations. This is achievable by taking 1t a step
after another. We cannot be everywhere at a
time. But God can help us to be at the right
place at the right time. We should be sensitive
to the leading of'the Holy Spirit.

The world is waiting to see the salvation of the
Lord. What God promised the nations of the
earth has not fully got to them. Not all have
seen the salvation of the Lord (Isaiah 52:10).
The promise of the Holy Spirit has not been
received by those who are far away (Acts
2:39). What Christ died for should not be
underestimated.

“For so hath the Lord commanded
us, saying, I have set thee to be a
licht of the Gentiles, that thou
shouldest be for salvation unto the
ends of theearth.” Act 13:47
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Discipleship Mandate

The mandate is that God wants all men to be
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.
Everyone who is involved in the business of
the Father must be conscious of this. It 1s
rewarding to hit target while doing the work of
God. Everyone who claims to be in His work
must go out to preach and teach.

Discipleship is mandatory. There can be no
enduring work without making disciples. The
command is to go and bear fruit and that our
fruit should remain. The beauty of being in the
ministry is bringing joy to God's heart, in
heaven. It is to see that His pleasure prospers
i our hands. Our service must bring glory to
God. Our fruit must remain.

The way forward to achieving success In
ministry is by training others to labour with us.
There are leaders who are not so much
concerned about the spiritual growth of the
church members. They are happy at seeing
people coming to church programmes. But it
should border on them that training 1is
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necessary. They should not merely serve the
multitudes. They should make the people to
serve the Lerd.

When people come to the Lord the work has
just started. You do not leave the crowd the
same way they come. Those who give their
lives to Christ should be taught in the Word of
God. Those who join the work force should be
shown the right way to do it.

THE BENEFIT OF HIS PRESENCE

“And they went forth, and preached
every where, the Lord working
with them, and confirming the
word with signs following. Amen.”
Mark 16:20

The third thing the Lord left us with is His
Presence. This is one aspect that should trill
and turn us on in the work of God. God does
not ask us to go alone. He Himself goes to
work with us. He does not stay back. He gives
us His backing.
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God wants to be there with us. God's power s
a weapon in your hand but God's presence Is
influence. Having possession of His power is
not the same as having His presence.

Moses already had possession of the power of
God but cried out still for God's presence.
There 1s a difference between His power and
His presenc

As a warrior, you may give your sword outto
fight in a battle and ¢ de to stay back at
home. But when you ulmm your sword and
follow to the battle front, your presence will
make a great ditterence. That is what the
presence of God means to His people.

a
‘C‘

The beginning of prosperity in all that a man
does is the presence of God with Him.
Particularly in ministry, the place to start 1S
securing God's presence. Ministerial
prosperity begins at securing the presence of
God.

As a Christian, you will beginto thrive inyour
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Christian moment

experiences  the

difticult tor VOu.

vine. As long as you choose tu be on the [ord

side, vou will be as fruitful as a tree planted by
thell\ ers of water.

“And he shall be lijce a tree planted
by the rivers of water, that
bringeth forth his fruiv in kis
scasoit; his leaf also shall aot
wither; and whatsoever he doetk
shall prosper.” Psalms 1

Divine Companicnship
Ata time the Lord spoke to Joshua in Joshua
1:9:
“Have not I commanded thee? Be
strong and of a good courage; be
not afraid, neither be thou
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is

with thee “luthers(m\cr thou
goest.”

One of'the reasons God gives His presence and
backing is that the assignment is usually
50

God
pitches His tent with you. Nothing will be

You will be like a truitful

e Trailing Test O Your Lite

bicoer in size than the messanger. In other not
tovtve scared and Jose heart the Lord gives His
presence. is presence gl\‘Lb stunglh. and
courage. Therefore. location 1s not a barrier as
faras youare in God's programme.

Wherever vou go the Lord will be \\"ith VOou.
When the Lord coes with you He will work
with you. The work will not be burdensome.
He \\111 bear along in all situations. He will
deliver vou from the hand of the enemy. [t !b
not going to be for awhile. Hew i1 be with His
ownto the end.

“And he said, My presence shall go
with thee, and I will give thee rest.
And he said unto him, If thy
presence go not with me, carry us
not up hence. For wherein shall it
be known here that 1 and thy
people have found grace in thry
sight? is it not in that thou goest
with us? se shall we be separated, 1
and thy people, from all the people
that are upon the face of the
earth.” Exodus 33:14-10
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More on the benefits of His presence is found
in the story of Joseph. The story of Joseph is

important here not because his brethren hated

him but because when left with none of them
God was his companion. His brothers thou ght
by the time they throw him away. his destiny
will be over.

8o they sold him to slavery so that he was
separated from all who ‘could help him to
fultill his dreams, particularly from his loving
father. They shut all doors against him. But
they could not shut God out of his life. God
allowed them so that He could stand by him to
fulfill his dreams and that Joseph should know
and fear God.

God's présence is indispensable! It is the need
of every man that God sends. The work of the
ministry particularly needs that God be with
you. God's presence will make a difference in
your life and ministry. God's presence will
answer for you wherever you go. Your duty
will be youravailability to let God use you.

The Trailing Lest Of Your Lile

God will be with you to do good works. You
will just need to listen to receive direction
from Him. Surely He will instruct you and
teach you how to do His work. He will watch
over you and your testimony will be that you
ha\'e'enjoyed God's presence. The scripture
shows:

“How God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and
with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God
was with him.” Acts 10:3%
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FINAL WORDS

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole duty of man.
For God shall bring every work
into judgment, with every
secret thing, whether it be good,
or whether it be evil.”
LFeclesiastes 12:13-14

eloved, there are tools and talents God

has given you to profit with. You

cannot aftord to be a disappointment
because the Word of God says,

“The servant who knows what his
master wants and ignores it, or
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Let Down Your Nets

insolently does whatever he
picases, will be thoroughly
thrashed.” Luke 12: 47 (MSG)

The table is set for you to win big for God. You
have got to use all that you have to win for
God. The Lord wants you to invest all that you
have for the furtherance oi the kingdom of
God. We are redeemed to be zealous of good
works. Your time, talents, money, energy and
position are useful to God. This is what we are
here onearth for. '

This is why the Lord did not take us home
immediately we believed and surrendered our
lives to Him as Saviour and Lord. He saved us,
to work for the salvation of others. This is one
point Apostle Paul was making in Philippians

1:21:

“For to me to live is Christ, and to
dicis gain.”

Believe vou me, according to the Word of
God, to die is gain. If you die, 1t means you are
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voing o rest from your earthly labour and go
to heaven, vour eternal home. But as fong as
vou are here you must occupy till the Lord
comes, you have all reasons to let down your
nets. '

We do not have all the time here. Now is the
right time to do it. Do itnow. Do it today. Do it
at all times. Do it everywhere. Do itwithall of
your life. Live it. Your rewards are loaded n
heaven.

Find your purpose

You have got to know the reason for your
salvation. Saul of Tarsus was a lawyer but God
wanted him to be an apostle. Matthew was an
accountant and a Tax Collector but that was
not what God wanted him to be. Simon Peter
was a professor of fishery but had to Jeave all
to become a fisher o men.

God has an idea for you. He has a designation
for vour life. You need to discover His purpose
and enter into it. When a man fails to
understand purpose he will struggle all about.
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L et Down Your Nets

There would be a vacuum and a deep hole in
vour heart, if vou fail to live to fultill His
purpose for vour life.

You have nets to let down for a catch. As a
believer and a minister of the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ, vou have no excuse not
using them. Your spiritual destiny is at stake
and itis left to vou to decide your tate. But vou
stand a chance to be a blessing to the kingdom
ol God. The kingdom of God will be blessed to
have you.

N

Meanwhile. the One who tells you to let dovwn
vour nets knows that vou cannot do it
successfully on vour own. He will give vou
His backing. All vou need is to act in
obedience in accord with His Word and the
result will be amazing. Now 1s the time! Let
down your nets.
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