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Netherlands

maul
Ghana 4-1

FOUR different players scored
Tuesday as the Netherlands
showed off its attacking prowess
with a 4-1 win over Ghana in a
World Cup warmup.

Dirk Kuyt scored in the first
half before Rafael van der Vaart,
Wesley Sneijder and Robin van
Persie added goals,jn the last 20
minutes. Van Persie completed
the rout with an 87th-minute
penalty.

Van Persie is now tied with
Dutch legends Ruud Gullit and
Johan Neeskens on 17 interna-
tional goals,

Asamoah Gyan scored Gha-
nas only goal when he capitalized
on shaky defending to make it 2-1
in the 78th.

“Our play was very good,)
Netherlands captain Giovanni
van Bronckhorst said. “We were
very dangerous on the counter
in the second half. We were good
on the ball and scored some good
goals”

Sneijder set up the Dutch goal
on the half hour with a defense-
splitting ball to Van Persie that
'was a near replica of the pass that
set Diego Milito free for his first
goal for Inter Milan in the Cham-
pions League final. Van Persie’s

Kingson but Kuyt was on hand
to tap in the rebound for his 15th
international goal.

The pass was arelief for Snei-
jder who appeared to struggle
early while playing his first match
with the much-criticized World
Cup ball. ¢

Mark van Bommel, like Snei-
jder playing his first match since
the Champions League final, set
up the second Dutch goal with a
pass through the Ghana defense
that Van der Vaart calmly slid
under Kingson.

“You are never happy if you
are not in the starting lineup,”
said Van der Vaart. “It always
nice to come in to score a goal.
I am happy”

Ghana, playing without
injured Chelsea midfielder
Michael Essien, rarely threatened
and it took a mix-up in the Neth-
erlands defense by Van Bronck-
horst and Joris Mathijsen to gift
Gyan his goal.

“The goal was a shame.
We hardly gave them a chance
tonight,” Netherlands coach Bert
van Marwijk said. “This was justa
communication problem.”

But Ghana’s joy was short-
lived with Sneijder drilling a
long-range, low volley past King-
son to make it 3-1. Sneijder’s
goal came from a corner Van der
Vaart earned when his lob from
close to the halfway line forced
Kingson to back pedal fast to tip
the ball over the bar. Van Persie
finally found the net himself from
the penalty spot after Kingson
brought down Van der Vaart.

low shot was saved by Richard|

THE Oranje have set lofty aims for
their campaign in South Africa,
32 years after their 3-1 extra-time
defeat by Arg#ntina in the show-
piece game, which itself came four
years on from their 2-1 final loss
to West Germany. Since the retire-
ment of pioneering coach Rinus
Michels, a multitude of players
have followed in the footsteps of
the Johan Cruyff generation with-
out ever advancing as far as the
final hurdle, though one particu-
larly talented crop did claim the
European title in 1988. Often seen
as spectacular but mentally frag-
ile, the Netherlands hope to banish
that image under Bert van Marw-
ijk, who took over in the wake of
their disappointing UEFA EURO
2008 campaign. >

He and his charges at least have
history on their side this time
around. The last team to reach a
FIFA World Cup™ finals without
dropping a single point in qualify-
ing - West Germany in 1982 - went
on to contest the final. The cur-
rent Oranje vintage have made no
efforts to conceal their ambitions
and, once again, look on paper to
have all the ingredients necessary
to go far. 4

The road to South Africa

It was a full house for the Néther-
lands as they picked up eight wins
from eight games. The Van Mar-
wijk era has proved to be a fault-
less one so far, with the former Fey-
enoord coach leading his troops to
the top of Group 9, where Norway

. assistant coaching roles, Van Mar-

and Scotland came equipped as
their major rivals. As it happened,
the Dutch let in the only two
goals they conceded all campaign
against Iceland and FYR Macedo-

nia, while hitting two of their 17

efforts to secure slender but con-
trolled 1-0 victories in Glasgow
and Oslo.

The coach

Not the most heralded player in
his time, having collected a solitary
international cap, Mark van Bom-
mel’s father-in-law has known far
more success in the dugout. He
shone especially brightly at Feye-
noord, leading the Rotterdam out-
fit to the UEFA Cup trophy in 2002
before taking the Dutch crown
upon his return after a two-year
stint with Borussia Dortmund in
Germany. Calm, affable, discrete
but approachable, the 56-year-old
believes it is important to be close
to his players, saying: “An interna-
tional coach has few opportunities
to work with his squad. Because of
that, I want to make the most of
the time I spend with my players,
mix with them, take part in train-
ing, and add and vary exercises to
getto know them better” Although
his style marks a real break with
that of his predecessor, Marco van
Basten, the tactics remain similar.
“Marco put a 4-2-3-1 formation in
place.” he says. “The players got
used to that and I intend to keep it”
Flanked by former stalwarts Phil-
lip Cocu and Frank de Boer in the
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WESLEY Sneijder, Dutch midfield dynamo

VAN Marwijk... Calm, affable, but discrete

wijK’s record is impeccable thus far.

The star players

With Edwin van der Saar and
Ruud van Nistelrooy having called
time on their international careers,
Van Marwijk has needed to apply
his own touch to the core of play-
ers he inherited from Van Basten,
without shaking things up too
vigorously. The key men now are
Arjen Robben, Joris Mathijsen,
Andre Ooijer, Dirk Kuyt, Mark
van Bommel, Klaas Jan Huntelaar
and Giovanni van Bronckhorst,

all of whom enjoyed consaies
able playing time under the prest
ous trainer. Rafael van der Vs
Robin van Persie, Nigel De Jomg
and Wesley Sneijder also ressss
closely involved.

Previous FIFA World Cups

In their eight finals appearamcss.
the Oranje have reached the show
piece match twice, falling narrowiy
short of the global crown in %%
and 1978. They also came in fossth
at France 1998.

Brazil bring joy to long suffering Zimbabwe

Brazil's Samba Boys brought
joy to long-suffering Zimbabwe
yesterday, prompting euphoria on
the streets as they arrived to play a
World Cup warm-up match.

Zimbabwe has been tormented
by a decade ‘of economic collapse,
political crisis and violence and
good news has been rare.

Until this week its dream of
some benefit - especially tourist
revenue - from the World Cup in
neighbouring South Africa had
been dashed.

Then Brazil, one of the favour-
ites to win the biggest trophy in
football, agreed to come to Harare
for a match against Zimbabwe and
the excitement was palpable with

everybody from passport officials
to hotel bellboys saying they would
attend.

The 60,000-capacity national
stadium, refurbished recently by
China, is sold out but even fans
without tickets poured into the area
in the hope of getting in.

Ticket prices, at 10 dollars, are
triple the normal rate.

A trafficjam built up on the road
to the stadium, on the edge of the
capital, more than two hours before
the 1530 (1330 GMT) kickoff.

Government offices and schools
declared a half day holiday to allow
people to see the match which local
media suggested was a favour from
Brazil's President Lula da Silva to

Zimbabwe's leader Robert Mugabe,
long ostracised in the West for what
is seen as his brutal repression of
political opposition and rigging of
elections in 2008.

The match was front page news
in Zimbabwe’s newspapers, usually
exclusively devoted to political and
economic events.

Staff at Harare’s exclusive Meik-
les hotel said it was full for the first
time since 2008.

A long political impasse after
the disputed result of the elections
was finally broken by the formation
of a power-sharing government
with the opposition Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC) last
year.

Mugabe’s ZANU-PF party
however, is still considered

hold real power in the country
with control of the police and

army.

Sports  Minister  Dawsl
Coltart, from the MDC, told the
BBC: " "This is the biggest spoet

ing event ever in Zimbabwe. It &

before the match and many weas
ing Brazilian colours.

In one corner of the stamés
Zimbabweans held up a banmses
reading " *Welcome Brazil”.
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A special committee set up by
Nigeria’s Presidency to assist the

Thursday, June 3,2010

country’s World Cup campaign
is yet to pay up the Super Eagles
win-bonuses running to over

. 200 million naira (about $1.3

million) from the 2010 Africa
Cup of Nations in Angola.

A top official informed MTN-
Football.com that the Presiden-
tial Task Force (PTF), which
raised over a billion naira at a
special appeal fund launch to
support the country’s World
Cup campaign, is yet to pay
up 50% of the Eagles bonuses
from this year’s Nations Cup in
Angola.

To avoid a pay row in Angola,

Eagles still waiting on bonuses |

the NFF had to come up with
the PTF contribution for these
bonuses, which totalled over
400 million ndira, as Nigeria
placed third at Angola 2010.
However, despite making
several formal and informal
representations to the PTF for
a refund, the NFF are yet to
receive a favourable response.
“But for the forward thinking
of the NFF, we would have had

“a major bonus row in Angola

caused by the PTF’s failure to
pay their own 50% of the team’s
bonuses at the Nations Cup,” an
official told MTNFootball.com.

Officials have also complained
that the PTF has reneged on
picking up the accommoda-
tion and transportation bills of
the national team coach, Lars
Lagerback.

It was agreed that the PTF was
to besides paying the salaries of
Lagerback, also get him a house
and a car for his use when he is
in Nigeria. This has not been
done.

By March when Nigeria were
about to hire Lagerback, the
PTF had no less than 600 mil-
lion naira (about $4 million) in
their coffers.

| NFF demand

Sports Director pleads support for

AS more Nigerians hail Coach
Lars Lagerback’s South Africa
2010 World Cup team list, the Imo
Director of Sports, Goddy Agbar-
akwe, has urged support for him
to succeed.

Agbarakwe, reacting to the list
released on Monday in London,
said on Wednesday in Owerri that
what Lagerback needed most now
was support of Nigerians to excel.

‘*He is not a magician. He is
using what he found on ground,
so let us give him the maximum
encouragement to perform.

‘It is already late to begin to
criticise him negatively now;” he

His

told the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN).

Agbarakwe, a former Iwuan-
yanwu Nationale of Owerri and
Green Eagles player, urged the
team to strive to make the coun-
try proud.

' "No matter the situation now,
the Eagles should work as a team
in the first ever World Cup on
African soil to make reasonable
impact,” he said.

'With prayers, nothing is
impossible. God that helped us to
qualify will see us through with
our fervent prayers,” he said.

In Aba, Abia state, a football

XLt Ht LY,

analyst, Eric Ugbor said: * ' Lager-
bacK’s list is good. The selection
comprises experienced players.

**We cannot manufacture play-
ers. Lagerback toured Europe in
search of Nigerians from among
whom he could select the best
from.

"I hope and pray that the team
performs and excel at the World
Cup”.

Captain of Enyimba Interna-
tional FC of Aba, Okey Oditah,
appealed to Nigerians to have
confidence in the team and sup-
port them.

**All we need to do now is to

/

B.C.C. (NIG ) LIMITED
Engineering

a—.mn.

Lagerback

pray and give our support to the
team,” he said.

Alhaji Sani Lulu Abdullahi

charter refund

Nigeria have demanded a
refund of their payment from
International Air Charter plc after
the airline failed to fly the Super
Eagles contingent to South Africa.

The aircraft, operated by
LuzAir, failed to take off after the
pilot detected a technical problem
and aborted the flight, setting the
Eagles back a full 24 hours.

NFF Media Officer Ademola
Olajire told KickOffNigeria.com
that the federation have written
to the company demanding a
refund.

“We were shocked and disap-
pointed at the situation and the
NEFF wrote to them immediately
after incident demanding a full
refund of payment,” he said.

The incident led to widespread
anger and condemnation back
home, forcing NFF Secretary
General Bolaji Ojo-Obatoissuea
public apology on Tuesday.

A local carrier, dispatched by
the Nigerian government, finally
flew the team to South Africa.

CONGRATULATIONS

ALHAJI ALIYU M/\(:I\U\Kl\l{l)/\ WAMAKKO

txecutive

(1OVET o

Sokoto State

he Management and staff of ZBCC heartily
rejoice with His Excellency, Alhaji Aliyu
Magatakarda Wamakko on the occasion of
this year's democracy. Indeed the people of Sokoto
State have cause to celebrate democracy as a result
of the even distribution of democratic dividends in
- the areas of roads, water supply, education, health
care delivery among others. No doubt the people of
- Sokoto State have felt the impact of your purposeful
leadership. Once more congratulations

Signed

Aihaji Adamu Hus2ini

‘Managing Director
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Discourse on our expensive
~ civilian administration

he Nigerian political elite thrive on a salad

of lies, deception and looting. Politics is an

investment for most of the politicians of our

land, not to pursue lofty nation-building

ideas, but a platform to take inordinately

from the commonweal. And as in such
projects anywhere, this basic truth is protected by a bod-
yguard of lies, as Winston Churchill used to say. So they
devised what they celebrate as $Democracy Day’, and that
occasion to lose a whole day of national productivity, came
again last week, on May 29th. If a visitor from outer space
had chanced upon this land, he might have taken the out-
pouring of speeches as a genuine reflection of commitment
to the country’s well being. Nigeria celebrates “Democracy
Day”, handicapped by the fact that it is not led by demo-
crats. Almost without exception, none of those who rule
us today stood to be counted as
an opponent of military dicta-
torship; they however inherited
the state with the retreat of the
military and instituted a mon-
grel ‘democracy, rooted deeply
in the psyche of military dicta-
torship and carrying the bag-
gage of a civilian leadership that
never converted to the ethos of
democracy. Processes tend to
get better with practice, but not
in Nigeria. Obasanjo provided
the template that has ruled the
roost ever since: an authoritar-
ian complex; a messianic delu-
sion; unbridled corruption and
constant preachments about how well-meaning they are
about developing the coun

The ‘democracy’ that was celebrated last weekis so lucra-
tive for those on the inside that they need to keep up the
charade of the system they so handsomely profit from. The
media for example reported én May 26th, 2010, of a leakage
of an agreement within the House of Representatives to col-
lapse the capital vote in the 2010 budget and then increase
the quarterly allocation for each member to N42million
from N27million. Last year, the press had similarly reported
each senator collecting N500million each, between October
2007 and June 2009. So much money goes into the upkeep
of individuals ‘employed’ to make laws for us that one of
them, Smart Adeyemi, in what must be a moment of over-
indulgent satiation, was reported to have visited the EFCC
to state that the National Assembly is corrupt and he wants
the EFCC to probe the body! It was obviously a Eureka

- moment for the smart Alec (no pun intended!), but he
apparently forgot that he has been part of the “chop-chop”
that he wants probed. And since those living it up at the high
level glasshouse of comfort, at the expense of the Nigerian
people must maintain a code of self-preservative silence, “a
high-powered ad-hoc committee to investigate allegations
of corruption”, was quickly set up. The “anti-corruption”
whistle-blowing Smart Adeyemi made a volte-face of denial
and has been eating his own vomit! It was also last week that
a minister of the current government, Labaran Maku, con-
fessed that public contracts in Nigeria are 30 per cent higher
than in neighbouring West African countries.

And if you are getting angry, you better rev up the
anger, because last week also, the chairman of the ICPC,
Justice Emmanuel Ayoola,told a public lecture that a total
of $300billion was stolen by corrupt Nigerian leaders since
independence. These sums, he said were enough “to build
many standard schools equipped with all facilities™; but
the brazen looting ensured we did not, and consequently,
according to Ayoola, “we now send our children to private
schools and universities and that is why when they come out
of these schools, they have no love for their country”. It is

clear that one of the downsides of the corruption central to
tfe process of politics in our country is the erosion of patri-
otism in broad sections of the citizenry. So pious preach-
ments about the importance of ‘democracy, deformed as
it is in its Nigerian incarnation, does not cut ice with the
Nigerian people; frankly, I think the time has come for us to
interrogate the inordinately high cost of this political proc-
ess. Can Nigeria continue to maintain a parasitic political
stratum that contributes very little to the nation, yet takes
so much from it? Isn't it possible for legislation to become
a part-time process, while those who end up in legislatures
go back to gainful employment, when they are not examin-
ing legislation?

It is in fact the costs associated with the assumption
of political power and the opportunity to go on a stealing
frenzy that made for the do-or-die attitude which Obasanjo

confessed is the essence of
- his politics, and we all know
that is the central dictum of
Nigerian politics, in the past
eleven years. It is not likely
to change, for as long as the
ultimate prize of power con-
fers mmd-blowmg privileges
on the lucky chaps who get
in. Come to think of it, what
are the ideals which hold the
political parties together?
They are non-existent,
beyond the fact of being

vehicles of access to govern-

ment houses and legislative

E chambers. Again we might

arguethat e times of great political parties built on ide-
als expired'during the Twentieth Century, but the Nigerian

polmcal space has exhibited the worst expressions of the
ce of ideals in political life. And because of the
breakdown of basic values and absence of a national ethos
of patriotic service or recruitment, we have often ended
up with throwing up the lowest common denominator
in the process of leadership recruitment. Those recruited
therefore see themselves in a perverted sense as a privi-
leged caste which must be subsidized in every aspect of their
existence. It is also one of the reasons that those who have
had the opportunity to be within the loop of governance,
become completely addicted to the privileges of access. This
is the basis for the emergence of a tribe of what our great-
est musician Fela Ani -Kauti called ANY-GOVERN-
MENT-IN -POWER (AGIP), personified by Jerry Gana,
Ojo Maduekwe and Nasir El-Rufai. The cost of running the
civilian administration is stifling the development of the
country and unfortunately, it has not become more demo-
cratic. It is double jeopardy for Nigeria.
Hajiya Raliat Abd : “Maama” At 80
Last weekend Hajiya Raliat AbdulRazaq, wife of the
Mutawali of Ilorin, Alhaji AGF AbdulRazag, the first lawyer
in Northern Nigeria, celebrated her 80th birthday anniver-
sary. Fondly called “Maama”, Hajiya was a genuine mother
for many people from Ilorin, especially those of my gen-
eration. We all grew up knowing her as the grand auntie
who was ever present in community events in Ilorin; and
in turn, the Ilorin community showered her with trust and
genuine affection for years. Apart from the success they
made of their lives as a couple and in politics, business and
law, “Maama”and her husband are a superb example of suc-
cessful parenting, giving birth to children who have made
a positive mark on Nigerian life. If I have any regrets about
the birthday celebration, it is that just like the earlier one
for their father, they chose to celebrate in Lagos. Why did

 they refuse to go back home to Ilorin to celebrate amongst

people who genuinely love their wonderful mother? Happy
80th Birthday “Maama™

Serena crashes
at French Open

he top-ranked
Serena - Wil-
liams yester-
day crashed
out of the French Open
after losing in the quar-
terfinals, squandering
a match point and los-
ing to Australian spoiler

Samantha Stosur, 6-2,

6-7(2),8-6.
_The upset was the

second in a row for the
‘No. 7-seeded Stosur, and

the third in as many days
at Roland Garros. Stosur

ROBINHO

ended four-time cham-
pion Justine Henin’s
Roland Garros winning
streak at 24 matches in
the fourth round.

Then Williams made
her exit, with stretches
of brilliant tennis by
Stosur hastening the
departure. The Austral-
ian, long regarded as a -
doubles specialist, used
her forceful forehand to

“build a lead, winning 17

consecutive points dur-
ing one stretch.

Brazil beats Zimbabwe 3-0
in World Cup warm-up

razil defeated Zimbabwe 3-0 in a World Cup
warm-up yesterday behind goals from Michel
Bastos, Robinho and Elano.

Brazil had a sloppy start at Harare's

 National Sports Stadium, but picked up the pace to

earn the easy victory with less than two weeks before

its World Cup debut.

Michel Bastos opened the scoring with a power-
ful left-footed free kick in the 41st minute, Robinho
added to the lead from inside the penalty area in the
44 and Elano closed the scoring from close range in

the 56 minute.

It was Brazil's first warm-up sincearriving in Africa
to begin its World Cup preparations. It will face Tan-
zania on Sunday in Dar es Salaam in its final match
before debuting agamst North Korea on June 15 in

. Iohannaburg.
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