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still not so deep ii 
firmation of one of the 
ttons against men in high 
be answered simply by the res 
the guilt) man. General Anki 
and competent soldier, has 
enough in losing, | 
listened to men mor 
himself, his legitimate hopes of the 
Presidency 
reached with 
unless it is accepted 
of February 24, 1966, was to no p>" 
Ghanaians want to know, through « 
mission of enquiry or through 1 
investigations, who were the polit 
ready, even before the return of ci 
lule, to sell their allegiance 
regard to the national good; 
the companies seeking improper 
fluence through assisting a Preside 
candidate to office. Those politicians must 
be banned preferably through public 
opinion from any place in politics, 
companies must be exposed and ostra­
cised. Otherwise—as the powerful 
demands in Ghana for full exposure 

i admit

place in 
exposed a 

-as the 
Ghana for full 

show—Ghanaians would have to 
that the corruption of the Nkrumah 
regime was characteristic of their 
country, and not a tragic aberration.

Is General Ankrah's admitted venality, 
however, only the tip of an iceberg? 
One can dismiss the excessive state­
ments (similar ones arc made in Nigeria 
and were made in Sierra Leone) that 
under the military regime corruptio 
Ghana has been worse than under 
politicians. But the Ankrah affair 
such ammunition to the critics, incli 
Nkrumahists abroad, that one wonders 
Brigadier Afrifa. the new Chairman of 
the National Liberation Council, can 
limit inquiries to it alone. He is the last 
member of the NLC to wish to postpone 
the return to civilian rule, still expected 
on September 30 this year (a " Portrait " 
of him appear on page 405) But he is 
also the last NLC member the people of 
Ghana, among whom he enjoys a 
unique popularity, would expect to allow 
civilian rule to return without a dean 
slate.

There is something almost predestined

in his accession to the chairmanship of 
the NLC, to which he and the coup 
leader. General Kotoka, called General 
Ankrah from retirement. The Council’s 
maverick member, often in a minority of 
one, an Ashanti in a country where 
Southerners have always dominated 
politics, he succeeds to the office which 

thought the murdered General 
ca, with whom Afrifa planned the 

coup which overthrew Nkrumah, should 
have taken himself His colleagues on 
the NLC have shown great wisdom in 
appointing him, rathcr than one of the 
men formally more senior. The NLC's 
standing was undermined by rumours. 
Brigadier Afrifa’s appointment not only 
gives it a new lease of life, but is a 
sign that peaceful change at the top is 
possible, that corruption can be punished, 
and that, in a country where most voters 
are under 30, youth is no bar to leader­
ship While General Ankrah. by no 
means only a titular head of Ghana’s 
military government, might have accepted 

purely formal role as civilian President.
Irigadicr Afrifa may be persuaded to 

play a more active role in civilian 
politics.

This is the long-term significance of 
the appointment. Could Brigadier Afrifa 
carry over into civilian politics the ideals 
he brought to the overthrow of Nkrumah. 
ideals which the people at large still 
believe he honours? It is formally impi 
sible for the chairman of the NLC 
stand for election to the new civilian 
government. But Ghana will soon suffer 
from a plethora of parties and a shortage 
of personalities—and principles. Afrifa 

personality who could offer some- 
which Ghana desperately needs: 

honest leadership (though one need not 
support the theory that in Ghana those 
who are honest cannot lead and vice 
versa). If he proves himself in the 
months before the return 
rule. Ghana can once agan 
February 24. 1966, marked 
change.

The Ankrah affair has struck a blow 
at Ghana’s reputation abroad. It falls 
to one man to restore that reputation. 
And for Ghana there will not be another 
chance.
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Afrifa's New Men
IAOES Brig. Afrifa's reshuffle « 

Commissioners, announced as v 
to press, show the expected decisive 
One major Commissioner, Mr. E 
Omaboc (Economic Affairs) retain 
portfolio but five other Commissi 
have been dropped—Mr R. S. Ameg 
(Lands and Mineral Resources), 
Ibrahim Mahama (Information), 
Ribeiro-Ayeh (Trade), Mr. Ma 
Poku (Communications) and Mr. J.( 
Torto (Forestry). Some of these 
have been considered too old; 
reasons have been given for the t 
ping of the others.

Brig. Afnfa has. however, brougl 
some outstanding new talent 
there is Mr. J. H. Mensah, the ver) 
ECA official, who returns to Ghan 
Commissioner of Finance. Then t 
is Mr. Richard Quarshic, residentd 
tor of Consolidated African Sela; 
Trust, who takes the Ministry of T 
and Industries There is a new port 
of Rural Development, reflecting 
interest of Brig Afnfa: its Commissx 
is Mr. I M Ofori. of Kumasi Univer

The NLCs Economic Comm 
formed straight after the coup in I 
but dissolved in the following year, 
been reconstituted. Brig. Afrifa i> 
Chairman: Mr. Omaboc. who heade 
before, is now an ex-officio mer 
together with the new Agricultural C 
missioncr (Professor K. Twum-Bin: 
and others.

Five members of the NLC still I 
portfolios. Four civilian Commis&x 
besides Mr. Omaboc retain their pro; 
portfolios, while Mr. Issifu Ali b£ 
Information Commissioner.

Mr. Victor Owusu, former Alto" 
General, is now Commissioner for Er 
nal Affairs in succession to Mr. P-i- 
Anin, who becomes Commissioner 

icy-General i’- 
Solicitor-Gen: 
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The ease the Senegalese have been
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■c methods of application of

scheduled for Dakar in September.
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Committee in Bathurst early in 
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>f this union would be considc*

A correspondent recently

Jean Colin—" economic aggression ” 
ing this year rests on the undeniable pre­
mise that the traffic has been increasing 
significantly in the past few years.

M. Colin, the Senegalese Finance 
Minister, in his famous statement of 
January II. cited statistics published by 
The Gambia government in support of 
his charges. Although he does not seem 
to use figures from the 1966-67 
Customs Department Report, which is 
the obvious source book for such infor­
mation, the customs statistics do seem to 
some extent to tally with his figures. He 
claims, for example, that from 1964 to 
1967 the number of transistor radios 
imported into The Gambia rose from 
17,035 to 66,822 (which meant that in 
1967 The Gambia imported 212 radios 
for every 1,000 parsons, as against five 
for every 1,000 persons in Senegal).

The nearest figures to these in the 
Customs Department Report show that 
whtln in 1QA1 ti Pin "“living sets

1 into The 
r 1966-67
seems, if 

any of 
lios and

wcne 
incse, approached the issue
their of open diplomacy

channels, and abo\. .... 
gerating the extent of the problem.

exists. No one, either, would 
:ss frequently quoted part of 

peech: "Considering
legalo-Gambian front—, 
and human nature, that 

to the highest degree. 
------o„.wSc customs officials 

being what they are. brothers to the Gam­
bians, a satisfactory control of the land 
and sea frontier separating us from The 
Gambia can only be guaranteed at a 
considerable cost, using methods which 
would be burdensome, but which would, 
above all, bring into existence a frontier 
with an entirely unpleasant character, 
contrary to the nature of things as well 
as to the well-known fundamental inter­
ests of the two countries.” The objections, 
which have shown themselves fairly 
st-rongly over the last three months, have 
been more to the way the Senegalese 
----------u . - \,ue through the use 

/ instead of the usual 
ivc all. through exag-

£457.033. and 1966-67, when imports 
from Japan were worth £1.344.051. or 
virtually half the exports of the United 
Kingdom to The Gambia. Even given 
a certain natural expansion of trade, and 
bearing in mind that the early ’60s were 
lean years financially, while in 1966-67 
there was a fairly buoyant financial 
situation owing to a good groundnut 
harvest, these figures are grist to 
M. Colin’s mill.

The Senegalese also complain about the 
traffic the other way, across the border 
from Senegal, in groundnuts. Last week’s 
"Letter from Up-River" pointed to this 
phenomenon, noting that it appeared that 
the amount coming in from Senegal had 

in the groundnut buying season 
concluded, and the amounts.

tall in comparison with the 
------uven increasing.

in Senegal, 
chits to be

while in 1963, 11,810 radio rcccivii 
and gramophones were imported 
Gambia, in the financial year 
the total was 268.295, which s 
anything, more startling than 
M. Colin’s figures. Of these radL 
gramophones in 1966-67, 243,332 
imported from Japan. The Japancs** 

 . indeed, have virtually trebled ti.wu
ng became unprofitable, exports to The Gambia between 1963,
:d unofficial figures from when imports from Japan were worth

SENEGAMBIA

The Smuggling Question: 1
'J HIS week a group of experts from Senegal and Hie Gambia have been niectii 

in Bathhurst to consider possible interim measures to deal with the question
smuggling from The Gambia to f-—* * ’* ' " , Z.„
Session of the Sencgalo-Gambian Inter-Ministerial Committee scheduled to 
Dakar on April 21. The possibility of "interim” measures was agreed on at the 
last meeting of the Inter-Ministerial Committee in Bathurst early in February, at 
which a Senegambian customs union was agreed in principle. According to the 
communique, the methods of application of this union would be considered at the

I regular meeting  ~ ’
)akar and Bathurst reports.

At a National Council meeting of the 
Senegalese Progressive Union (UPS) on 
January 11, the Finance Minister. Jean 
Cohn, said that it was "incontestable 
that an important and increasing propor­
tion of goods entering The Gambia offi­
cially is in fact destined for Senegal. To 
that extent the smuggling from the Gam­
bia can be said to assume the character 
of an economic agression and ought to 
be. it appears to me. resisted as such." 
This uncompromising statement was 
reinforced by President Senghor himself 
at the same meeting, when he said that a 
recent cabinet meeting had emphasised 
the smuggling from The Gambia “ which, 
over and above the economic aggression 
referred to by the Minister of Finance, 
becomes a mortal peril for the nation."

Senegalese complaints about smuggling 
goods from The Gambia and of 

jggling of groundnuts from Senegal 
been a fairly regular feature of 

icgambian relations for years, and the 
mbians have tended to listen politely 

and take very little action. The 1964 
United Nations Report on the Alterna­
tives for Association between The Gambia 
and Senegal, which has suddenly become 
required reading matter in Bathurst, says 
that the smuggling was causing “great 
concern to the Senegalese authorities", 
because it causes loss of revenue 
(especially customs revenue on which the 
Senegalese budget depends heavily) and 
competes with certain local products 
such as matches.

The reason for the traffic is easy to 
locate in the widely differing cost of 
living between The Gambia and Senegal, 
and Bathurst and Dakar in particular. 
As Sir Dauda Jauara. the Gambian 
Prime Minister, told the House of Repre­
sentatives in Bathurst on March 5, J* this 
so-called phenomenon of smuggling is 
due. of course, to the fact that in The 
Gambia we have maintained over the 
years a low cost economy and a liberal 
trade policy, with the result that quality 
goods arc very much cheaper in The 

; Gambia than they arc in neighbouring 
I countries". Senegal is a particularly 
! h‘Kh tariff area with heavy indirect taxa- 
• tion apart from import duties. The UN 
’ report's figures for difference in duties 

between the two countries range from 
15 per cent on some textiles to 150 per 
Ccnt on cigarettes, but it points out 

’ 'hat when Senegal modified its duties on 
whisky, smugglinj 

The report Quoted unvu»*~* -o--------

a study carried out in 1960 estimating 
‘ ' smuggled goods

about £700,000. 
press- . ---------, ----

, while still small in compa 
Senegalese total, have beer 

The marketing system 
whereby farmers are given 
cashed later, from which as like as not 
taxes may be deducted at source, has 
lately proved discouraging to Senegalese 
peasants. Consider this against the back­
ground of Senegal’s delicate economic 
and financial position, and the uncertainty 
for farmers involved in the abolition of 
French subsidies for groundnuts. Add 
to this the fact that the Gambians started 
their buying season early in December, 
at a price increased from £27 to £28 a 
ton, while the Senegalese season did not 
apparently get under way until the third 
week in January, and at prices not much 
above the Gambian level: note also the 
fact that the "strange farmers" (mostly 
from Guinea-Conakry and Guinea- 
Bissau who have been a phenomenon of 
the Senegambian agricultural scene for 
years) obviously prefer to have cash down 
and have been farming in The Gambia 
(and if not farming, selling) in increased 
numbers; also, given the unreal exchange 
rate and low tariffs of Bathurst, there 
are plenty of cheap consumer goods to 
be bought with the Gambian currency 
obtained.

No one in The Gambia denies that the 
smuggling exists. *■’ 
dispute a less f;. 
M. Colin’s spec 
length of the Sent 
and its physical a., 
is to say, artificial 
moreover Sencgalcst

they ; 
. a satisfact 
tea frontier 

can onl
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By a correspondent
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code.) Despite his brilliance at school 
he was expelled from Adisadel for dis­
obedience, and so he turned to an alter­
native career which had always 
nated him, the army. Having 
selected as “officer material”, he went 
to the Officers’ Training School at 
Teshic, and was then selected, in 1957, 
to go to Sandhurst, which he enthuses 
about in lyrical fashion (“one of the 
greatest institutions in the world").

All along there are signs of the maver­
ick streak and unusual temperament 
which made him into a successful coitp-

refused to discuss politics with anyone, 
refused to read the Ghanaian papers, and 
only listened on the radio to Listeners 
Choice. But his discontent swelled as 
the army became increasingly neglected, 
at the simc time as the possibility began 
to develop that an adventure in 
Rhodesia might be embarked on. So. 
when Colonel Kotoka on the fateful day 
early in February, after several hours 
conversing about politics, casually sug­
gested a coup to his 29-ycar-old brigade 
major, whom he half thought had been 
planted to spy on him, he met with an 
enthusiastic response.

The relationship Afrifa developed with 
Kotoka as a sort of junior partner to the 
man behind the coup still seems to be 
one «of the most important things in his 
life. One could almost say that his claim 
to the chairmanship of the NLC derives 
from this paradoxical role as the “ legiti­
mate heir " to the man of February 24. 
Not that Afrifa’s part in the planning and 
execution of the coup was negligible. He, 
for example, took the Accra radio station, 
and made the famous "stand by for 
Colonel Kotoka ” announcement. He 
may also have been a catalyst which 
by his very enthusiasm spurred^Kotoka

In 1966, he and Kotoka shared most of 
the lionising for having staged the coup. 
After the tragic death of Kotoka in the 
“Guitar Boy” mutiny of April 1967, 
Afrifa seemed somehow to be out on a 
limb. Not only had there been a certain 
amount of resentment in the army at his 
promotion to Brigadier, but his utter­
ances seemed all too frequently at vari­
ance with the known views of the rest 
of the NLC. He has been pass 
outspoken on the freedom of th 
and was known to have disappro 

king of editors in December 1967 
ic “ Abbott affair ”. He is also 

a declared democrat, who was known to 
have been one of the main advocates of 
an early return to civilian rule at a time 
when there were those who inclined to 
favour a longer period of army-police 
rule. As member of the NLC respon­
sible for Finance, and subsequently, since 
July 1967, Commissioner for Finance, he 
has delivered several budgets, and has 
the reputation for working well with his 
civil servants.

He gave several news conferences on 
the cocoa price and several other import­
ant financial and economic matters, and 
represented Ghana at some international 
financial meetings.

The very fact that -he participated in 
the overthrow of Nkrumah. alongside 
some of the views expressed in his book 
(as well as the doubtful adulation heaped 
on him by Tibor Szamuely) have caused 
some >to describe him as a right-wing 
figure. But there is a case for saying 
that, like ’his friend and Sandhurst con­
temporary Chukwuma Nzeogwu, one of 
the main figures behind the January coup 
of 1966 in Nigeria, he is the sort of 
romantic figure who might have been 
in any-coup, if he thought it just.

maker. His disobedience at Adisadcl 
was extremely rational—he didn’t sec 
why he should sit for seven subjects at 
GCE when only six were necessary, and 
the one he missed, whether by chance or 
by design, was religious knowledge. Like­
wise at Sandhurst, for all his devotion to 
it, he was “ always in trouble for breach 
of discipline ”, although he “ followed 
his punishments with religious zeal". 
Of his spirit there was no doubt; his 
fondness for practical jokes (as well as 
fast cars and funny hats) is well-known, 
and he has reportedly said that at Sand­
hurst he always "participated in “ dc-bag- 
ging ” rituals. But such fun-loving 
activities arc only a part of the man. 
He is also a talker—even perhaps an 
intellectual manque, as ’his own well- 
known desire to go to Oxford, study 
history and write books about the 
Ashanti past, might seem to indicate.

On leaving Sandhurst in 1960 he was 
plunged almost straightaway into the 
drama of the Congo, in which the 
Ghana Army, partly though the preten­
sions of Ghana’s President, played a 
significant part. The use of the Ghana 
Army, in what seemed to him to be none 
of Ghana’s business, seems to have 
played a formative role in disillusioning 
Afrifa with the Nkrumah regime, a dis­
illusion compounded by the evident 
whittling away of liberties, especially 
after the coming of the Republic in 
1960. He writes himself that the thought 
of a coup first entered his mind as soon 
as he returned from the Congo in 1962, 
but, lacking the nerve at that time, he

B

J N a previous " portrait" of an African 
military man a correspondent made 

a distinction between the “avuncular" 
and the “dashing” types of officers. In 
Ghana, it seems, an archetypal “ dashing 
young man” has just superseded an 
archetypal uncle, which at the very least 
should lead to a change in the style of 
government. Among the members of 
the National Liberation Council Briga­
dier Afrifa has tended to be in a position 
apart, by virtue of age, viewpoint and 
personality—an individualist in a gather­
ing of good committee men. Partly 
because of his key role, second only to 
that of Col. Kotoka. in the coup of 
February 24, 1966, partly because of 
his youthful good looks and swaggering 
"man on horseback" image, it has been 
Afrifa who has tended to get the crowds 
cheering and the mammies ululating in 
a fashion usually associated with the 
early “ showboy ’’ days of the CPP.

Akwasi Amankwaa Afrifa is unusual 
in that, even before his propulsion to 
the “hot scat” he has written his own 
life story i 
Coup. In 
on a “ Sunday in the late sowing season 
of 1936”, at Mampong, 30 miles north 
of Kumasi. Descendant of a long line 
of chiefs who served in the Ashanti 
army (a background which has surely 
encouraged his romantic attitude to 
history), he was called Afrifa after the 
linguist of the Mamponghcne. His father. 
Kwaku Amankwaa, *a stonemason 
attached to the Garrison Engineers of 
the Gold Coast regiment in Tamale, he 
detachcdly describes as “a cowardly 
man, a man who always stayed clear of 
trouble". His mother, who died in 1943, 
he recalls as “ tall, black and extremely 
beautiful ", and he says he inherited his 
fondness for schnapps from her.

For a time after his mother’s death 
he worked as a mason’s apprentice under 
his father in Tamale, *but when he was 
nine, his grandmother folt that he should 
start school, quarrelled with his father 
and took the young Afrifa back to 
Mampong to send him to the Presby­
terian school there. Although initially 
reluctant to be educated (he preferred 
the building trade) he progicssed rapidly, 
and in 1951 won a scholarship to 
Adisadcl College at Cape Coast, where 
the scholarly atmosphere induced in him 
the ambition to be a priest, so he " took 
to the classics with zeal". (Later during 
the planning of the coup he is supposed 
to have drawn up a master-plan in 
Greek characters as his own kind of
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Student of English

During his visit to Britain last week. 
President Hamani Diori of Niger dis­
cussed the sending of British teachers of 
English to Niger. He himself is a 
keen student and he told me that he 

; to the clear 
:aker (who 
r the Prcsi- 
•) the Lord 
ic President 
iroduced at
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Japan to and from,

particularly enjoyed listening 
enunciation of the Speak 
specially iccordcd a tape for 
dent to take back to Niger) 
Mayor (whose welcome to the 
at the Guildhall banquet pr 
any rate a few perfect words of English 
in reply, including “ London belongs to 
me ”) and the Prime Minister who 
arrived back from Nigeria and Addis 
Ababa just in time to entertain the 
President at Downing Street. The Presi­
dent’s quest for perfect English must

: in which he 
lived in politics, 

he became a territorial counsellor 
puty for Tahoua 
ial Assembly, of 

From

His post, he tells me, is the only one of i 
its kind in the world. A tall, imposing 
Touareg. head and shoulders wrapped in 
a copious white turban. M. Zakara is 52. 
the same age as President Diori. Son of 
a chef de canton, the Minister was born 
at Filingud. sixty miles north-east of 
Niamey. He went to the same school 
as Dion, but left to join the civil service, 
when the future President went on to 
further studies in Dahomey and Senegal. 
He is a scholarly man—on a recent visit 
to Egypt he astonished his hosts by 
deciphering hieroglyphics on ancient 
monuments. After working for six years 
in the treasury in Niamey he was sent 
in 1938 to the Tahoua area in the heart j 
of the Sahelian zone, halfway between 
Niamey and the ancient city of Agadcs, 
to act as an interpreter between the 
Frenchmen of the administration and the 
Touareg nomads of the area. This 
enabled him to travel extensively, and to 
observe the life of the nomads at close 
quarters. “ In those days we all had to 
travel by camel; there were hardly any 
vehicles. There were no offices as such, 
so we had to have mobile palavers.” 
(He still keeps well in as a camel-rider;

/self at the head of a p 
■ring the OCAM sumr 

In 1947 he moved 
back to the treasury, to work in Tahoua 
itself.

Not Haphazard
This was the time 

gradually became invol 
and 
and then in 1957 Depi 
in the Niger Territorial 
which he became a Vice-President. 
1959 to 1960 he was Secretary of State ! 
for the Interior, and since 1960 he has 
held his present job. to which the port­
folio of Posts and Tek 
was added in 1965 The res 
of the Ministry for Saharan a> 
Affairs, are, he told me, mainly a 
question of co-ordination with other 
ministries such as Works. Education, and I 
Rural Economy. Niger's 350.000 nomads j 
(the total population is 4m.) arc mainly 
Touareg, Peuhl, Arab and Toubou. The 
area in which they “ nomadise" (as the 
French say) amounts to possibly four- 
fifths of the total area of Niger, although 
few live in the Sahara. It should be 
remembered that their wanderings arc 
in fact not haphazard but governed 
strictly by the location of watcrholes. 
The Minister stressed to me that unlike 
in the neighbouring states of Chad and 
Mali, Niger had had no political 
problems from its nomads. There were 
stresses, as they started to settle little 
by little, but the Niger government was I 
very aware of their problems. It is a 
member of the embryonic groupin; cf . 
Sahara states (with Algeria, Mali and | 
Mauritania, which last rr»:t in Agadcs ' 
last year), and Niamey was the scene for I 
a large ILO conference on nomads last j 
September.

President and Madame Haniam Diori outside 
the Savoy Hotel.
also have been assisted by his visit to 
a penormance of Hadrian VII, with 
some excellent speaking by Douglas Rain 
as the imagined Pope, although his main 
entertainment was the gala performance 
at Covcnt Garden of Benvenuto Cellini, 
which was sung in French. Since in 
this, too, the Pope plays a prominent 
role, the President might perhaps have 
got a misleading impression of the place 
of the Papacy on the English stage. Apart 
from teachers of English, Niger would 
like assistance for a geological survey 
from Britain. He had little political dis­
cussion on his visit, but was pleased to 
find that the position of the British 
Government on Nigeria was very similar 
to that of the great majority of African 
governments. He did take the oppor­
tunity to visit the nuclear power station 
at Dungeness, because of his own interest 
in the possibility of setting up something 
similar in Niger, to use some of its own 
large uranium deposits.

Minister for Nomads
Of all the members of President Dion's 

entourage none aroused more curiosity 
in London than the Minister for Saharan 
and Nomadic Affairs. Mouddour Zakara.
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produced in 1968 while production of 
500.000 tons would make Sierra Leone 
self-sufficient. Then attention can be 
given to other crops.

Local production of poultry feed, of 
which some 200,000 tons is now imported 
annually, is a possible new industry, says 
the report. Between 70,000 and 80,000 
day-old chicks arc imported yearly and 
Sierra Leone is almost self-sufficient in 
poultry and eggs. Similarly, pig breeding 
cfnnlr ie kn.nr, mainly frOIT)

could also be 
factory, 

le road systcr 
phased out. should i

stock is being imported, 
Holland, and food for pigs 
produced at a poultry feed

Modernisation of the road system, as 
the railway is phased out. should result 
in greatly increased demand for road 
transport, says the report, which notes 
that the British share of Sierra Leone's 
vehicle market has fallen considerably.

Sir Arthur and Mr. Davies were 
impressed with the Forest Industries 
Corporation, at Kenema, which deals 
with up» to 900,000 cu ft. of timber 
each year. The Corporation makes com­
ponents for building and packaging and 
exports small quantities of furniture. 
Foreign private capital would probably 
be needed for a proposed new plywood, 
sawmill, and chipboard factory which 
would cost about £l}m. The Corpora­
tion imports machinery, spares and 
furniture components worth £250.000 a 
year. The mission were told of the 
prospect of a World Bank loan of S3-9m. 
for extension of the King Tom power 
station, the Freetown distribution pro­

ject, and new stations at Kencma an 
Koidu. They were also told of ih 
scheme to double the filtration trealmer 
at Guma Valley.

In a section devoted to tourism, th 
report says that Sierra Leone has 
great deal to offer but only throug 
package tours, whose organisers woul 
have to be assured of good hotel accorc 
modation and transport.

Describing local manufacture, th 
report lists industries now cstablishec 
It notes that both the oil refinery an. 
the flour mill can produce more tha 
local requirements and that the cigarett 
factory could meet any expected bi 
increase in local demand, while at th 
same time using more local tobacco.

Business men complained to It- 
mission of delays in documentation ati 
of incorrect documentation. When 
documents arrived late* goods could no 
be released. British exports were ak 
sometimes unsuitably packed for i 
country with such heavy rainfall.

For British exporters the report Iffi 
the following possibilities: vehicle 
mining equipment, agricultural equip 
ment, construction equipment, wharf an; 
handling equipment, heavy eleclna 
equipment, water filtration equipment 
ready-made clothing, packaging for loci 
products, and consumer goods of all sort!

The report concludes: “ Given a perm 
of stable government. Sierra Leone nil 
gradually but surely develop her natura 
resources and there is great scope fo 
agricultural development.”

Sierra Leone as a Market
^REDIT is given to the “sincere and 

hard working ” government of Sierra
Leone in a report on their visit to the 
country last February by Sir Arthur 
Smith, chairman of the Africa Committee 
of the British National Export Council, 
and Mr. J. B. Davies, the committee’s 
secretary. Sir Arthur is chairman of the 
United Africa Company and Mr. Davies 
is a former chairman of U.A.C. (Nigeria). 
The government, which invited the 
mission to Sierra Leone, is anxious, says 
the report, to maintain stability and to 
achieve a favourable trade balance

The B.N.E.C. Africa Committee is 
concerned with British exports to African 
countries, and the report notes that the 
U.K. percentage of total Sierra Leone 
imports continues to fall. In 1964 it was 
37 per cent but had dropped to 27 in 
1968. The British share of Sierra Leone’s 
exports fell from 68 per cent in 1965 to 
64 per cent in 1967. It is expected that 
final figures for 1968 will show a 
considerable increase in total imports, 
although provisional figures show Sierra 
Leone to be in trade balance for the year.

Noting that mining continues to be the 
main foreign exchange earner, with 
diamonds leading and iron orc following, 
the report says that agriculture is likely 
to develop away from subsistence with 
an increase in production of coffee, 
cocoa, palm produce, maize and tobacco. 
It is also hoped that by 1971 production 
of rice, the staple food, should be in 
surplus: 430.000 tons of paddy were

vicE VERSA SERVICE WEST AFRICA AND

Elder Dempster Agencies Ltd. P.O.B. 167. 
Port Harcourt:
Elder Dempster Agencies Ltd. P.O.B. 46.
Accra:
Elder Den

Takoradi:
Elder Den

Tema:
Elder Den
Freetown:
Sierra Leone
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Nigeria's Power Struggle
From a Correspondent

those 
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too. of using low 
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oil are expected
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Nigeria’s energy • 
a basis for industi 
chiefly by produc 
power. ‘ 

in specific 
a been 

a valuable 
, and in 
much of

ten that in much
charcoal, and

important fuels grounds:
suggests obsolete „...o ..  ....

tpo’rtance national factors could not be ignored.

The 
trgy 

of the 
which 

is also 
itential 
/ are

CO overwhelming has become the place 
of mineral oil in the Nigerian 

economy th; 
almost alone 
pical Africa, Ni 
range of sources 
more energy than 
requirements.

Associated with mineral oil is natural 
although there arc also s 

j. Gas reserves arc dilfict 
iclical purj 
problem i:

The International observers look 
refinery tanks. Within a year the refinery 
will be in full production; within three years 
it will have to be expanded, or joined by 
a second refinery.

oil in the Nigerian 
that it is easily forgotten that, 
jne among the countries of tro- 

9igeria possesses a broad 
:s of power, providing far 

foreseeable domestic

even for domestic consumption, 
abundance of other sources of cner 
makes unnecessary development 
use of solar and wind energy, 
might otherwise be important. It 
too early to estimate Nigeria’s potc 
in nuclear fuels, although they 
present.

gas, although there arc also separate gas 
wells. Gas reserves are difficult to estim­
ate but for practical purposes they arc 
limitless. The problem is how to use 
them internally, except very near the 

.’sent natural gas from the 
*"jena and gas 

Zest, has been 
reduction and for 
< of gas associated 

production has to be ■•flared" 
jotiations with Britain for the 

in highly concentrated 
.•e reached no conclusion, 

very of sources 
iital investment 
iquifying plant 
ships, but the 

’ ty and, 
; better 

lurket, Nigeria 
t benefits for 
in relation to

"A Certain Competition"
In his paper on Nigeria’s energy 

resources, given at last month’s Ibadan 
conference on reconstruction and 
•development. Mr. Mourtado Diallo. 
ECA’s adviser on energy, noted that in 

jeria there was *’ a certain competi- 
umu ” between the various fuels. This 
particularly affected na.tural gas. and. 
geographically, the Western Slate, 
although the • Enugu area might also 
experience competition if coal produc­
tion continued. Mi Diallo also said 
that Nigeria’s economic planners were 
in a position to choosy-between different 
forms of energy on* purely commercial 
grounds: production for its own sake was 
obsolete. And in making a choice intei>

premiums 
ial revenue 
currencies, 

diminishing, 
expenditure by the oil companies in 
foreign currency on development. 
Assuming an export price of £N5 per 
ton. the quantity -of oil exports is 
expected to increase to 40m. tons next 
year, exceeding pre-war production, and 
to 80m. tons in 1975 and 120m. tons in 
I9S0. In the period 1967-73 government 
revenue from oil are expected to reach 
about £N650m.

Nigeria, oil remains pre-eminent 
source of government revenue 
foreign exchange. Because of the special 
circumstances of the oil industry, pro­
ducing countries do not retain the whole 
of the overseas earnings of oil but secure 
from concessions, rentals, royalties, 
petroleum profits tax and customs duties, 
as well as indirectly through 
and harbour dues, a substanti: 
which is paid in foreign 
There is also considerable, if < 

'cnditure by the oil cot 
eign currency on 
suming an export pnt 

tntity .of <

Energy and Industry
Nigeria’s energy sources not only offer 

- «■— •- -triaiisation in general,
icing cheap electrical 

but can assist establishment of 
industries. For example, it has 

estimated that factories to produce 
ammonia, ammonium-sulphate or 
ammonium-nitrate could use consider­
able quantities of natural gas, as coukl 
other chemical industries. Oil clearly 
offers further possibilities than 
already exploited by the exist 
There arc possibilities, toi 
grade oil and lignite for 
industries.

Yet, valuable though the other sources 
of energy arc for the development of 
Nigeria, oil remains pre-eminent as a 

and

expansion ECA’s 
or conceivably a N7gJrj
ips in the big oil t.on
the Mid-West at 

s;ble. Even the Ijor.i power 
agos which now uses fuel

Kainji and Consumers
Although the coming 

of the Kainji hydro-elcctri 
Niger has so far meant little improve­
ment for consumers, this £IOOm. project 
allows for almost Im. kilowatts 
initially. Four of the projected twelve 
units are in operation, at the capacity 
of 320.000 kilowatts. Further dams on 
the Niger, at Jebba. and on the Kaduna 
river, which together would have the 
same capacity as Kainji. arc proposed. 
Other projects arc also possible, giving 
Nigeria an abundance of power from 
hydroelectricity although distribution 
remains a problem.

Coal has long been i1 
source of energy in Nigeria 
only workable deposits ii 
Unfortunately, the 
resources are of 
past the three mai 
Electricity Corpora 
poralion and the 1 

Nkalagu.

Economic Research to exceed the refin­
ery’s capacity in 1971. The capacity, 
however, can be increased relatively 
easily' to meet the demand for these 
products up till 1974 although thereWill 
continue to be a large surplus of fuel 
oil. After that cither further 
at Port Harcourt 
second refinery, perhaj 
producing centre of I 
Warn, i. noss;’ ’ ”
station in La.
oil will be a customer for Kainji, and 
the fuel oil surplus can be expected to 
grow.

It should not be forgotti 
of the country, wood, 
vegetable waste are 
although experience elsewhere 5’ 
---- ------ will decline in impc

Enugu when the mines there can be 
restarted.

Mineral oil as an export will in 
time revolutionise the Nigerian balance 
of payments. But it also has made and 
will make a very considerable contribu-, 
tion because the oil refinery at Port 
Harcourt can meet most of Nigeria's 
internal requirements in oil products, it 
does not. however, produce aviation 
spirit, lubricants, and certain other 
products, and domestic demand may for 
a long time be inadequate to justify 
special plants for these. But to meet, 
from Nigeria’s oil. the domestic demand 
for motor spirit, kerosene and certain 
other products the refinery produces a 
surplus of fuel oil, which is 
source of energy for industry, 
the last full year of production i 
this had to be exported at low prices.

The refinery is expected to be in opera­
tion again within a year and Nigeria’s 
demand for motor spirit, kerosene and 
aviation turbine fuel are estimated by 
the Nigerian Institute of Social and

wells. At pres 
Afam field in Eastern Nigc 
from Ughelli in the Mid-Wc 
used for electricity pre 
industry. But the bulk 
with oil 
oil Negc 
supply of gas 
liquid form have 
partly because of the discover 
elsewhere. Enormous capita 
would be required for a lie 
in Nigeria and for special ships, t 
Nigerian gas is of good quality 
although Algeria and Libya are 
placed for the European markc* x 
enjoys the same transport 
gas as she docs for oil ir 
Middle East producers.

important as a 
ria. which has the 

leposits in West Africa, 
ic large coal and lignite 

poor quality. In the 
tin consumers were the- 

ration, the Railway Cor- 
Nigerian Cement Com- 

iy at Nkalagu. But before long only 
ccnjefif company will be a customer— 
Enugu mines are close to the factory.

The proposed iron and steel mill could 
be a consumer, although there are con­
siderable technical problems in using coal 
Which is not suitable for coking. What­
ever happens the coal corporation, which 
ceased production at Enugu during the 
war. has a difficult time ahead. The new 
Okaba mine, which began production, although expe 
in 1968, may still have to give way'to ”>hat wool! w
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Barclaw in 
SIERRA LEONE

For over fifty years the bank has been associated with 
the trade and development of Sierra Leone. Today, our 

thirteen offices there keep us in continual contact 
with commerce, industry and agriculture, and give 

us an unrivalled knowledge of local conditions. This 
knowledge is freely available to all businessmen; if it 

would be useful to you, write to or telephone
R. J. Crankshaw, Business Development and International Division, 

54 Lombard Street, London E.C.3 (01-626 5656).

^Barclays Bank D.C.O.
__  Britain's Largest Overseas Bank



4kWEST AFRICAApril 12, 1969

11
Regular

S.S. Westwind

S.S.

General Agents:

Other Agents:

UK General Agents:

: Brigadier 
>ws states- 

he

[it

Buena 
Fortuna

Sails New 
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t Service between 
>rts am!

I West African Ports
Abidjan, Takoradi, Tema, Lagos/Apapa, 
Warri, Luanda, Lobitd)
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U.S. Gulf Port

(Freetown, Monrovia, 
Douala,

r

Sails New Orleans Apr 23, Houston Apr 28, for Free­
town, Lagos and Luanda.

Westwind Afritt Line

Orleans May 12, Houston May 6, for 
Abidjan and Lagos.

in 1947 as an educa­
te after transferring 

was remarkably speedy, 
ssioned in 1954 and by

of 33, he was a
In 1965 he became

the First Brigade. 
w . . 1 no part in the

original organisation of the 1966 coup, 
the support of his brigade, which covered 
Accra and Southern Ghana, was essential 
for the coup’s success, particularly as he 
commanded the armoured cars. His own 
book, reviewed in this journal last week, 
gives his account of the affair.

WEST AFRICAN AGENTS:

SOUTHERN STAR SHIPPING CO. INC 
P.O. Box 318 Apapa, Nigeria.
Alrainc Ltd. (Freetown, Lagos, Monrovia, Port 
Harcourt. Tema, Takoradi, Warn) 
Socopao (Abidjan) 
Camara & Cia., Ltd. (Luanda) 
Luic Teixeira Da Silva (Lobito)

WAINWRIGHT BROS. & CO. LTD.. 15-17 Eldon 
Street, London, E.C.2, ENGLAND, and 
19 James Street, Liverpool 2.

Kotoka, on the army, of which he is 
now designated “ Commander ’’. He is 
still under 40 and, although he origin­
ally joined the army in ------: —
lion N C.O., his rise 
to the infantry v 
He was commiss 
1962, at the age 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Commander of 
Although he played

Anti-British demonstrators in Kano, 
before Mr. Wilson’s Nigerian visit, | 
carried placards saying " Remember your 
Wars of the Roses ’’. I am not clear 
what precise analogy was being drawn, I 
but throughout Nigeria I have found 
great irritation at what many suppose to | 
be the European assumption that while' 
most other countries arc entitled to a 
civil war. this is a political exercise in ■' 
which Nigerians arc not to be allowed 
to indulge. i

and later extended by him and his wife 
and ‘•adopted" by the English-Speaking 
Union. Some books go to schools with 
VSO members on the staff, under the 
"VOLS" (Voluntary Overseas Library 
Service) scheme; most arc distributed, 
mainly to schools, at the discretion of the 
local agents. Sir Charles Jeffries, who 
served forty years in the Colonial Office 
in London—as Joint Deputy Under­
secretary of State from 1947 to 1956— 
is now. in active retirement, adviser to 
the Ranfurly Service. A well-known 
writer on colonial rule and its demise, 
and a veteran of many constitutional 
conferences, Sir Charles has naturally 
dose links with Commonwealth West j 
Africa; while his brother Wi!frid-*vho f 
also lends advice to the Ranfurly Library | 
—was head of the North Regional 
Literature Agency in Nigeria ^during its 
literacy campaigns in the '50s, and • 
contributed an interesting chapter on this • 
to Sir Charles’ latest book, Illiteracy—' 
A World Problem. I

SHIPS’ ITINERARIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
For rales of freisM and^other^mlornintion'apply to- Southern Star Shipping

While efforts continue, as described 
by my colleague Griot last week, to 
relieve developing countries of some of 
the cost of copyright in books, in Britain 
the Overseas Development Ministry and 
the British Council have arrangements 
for providing books for those countries. 
There arc also voluntary bodies in the 
field. The Ranfurly Library Service sends 
great numbers of donated books, in bulk, 
to 59 countries, where local people see to 
their distribution—the Ministry of Educa­
tion and Ashanti Goldfields in Ghana, the 
Library Service in Sierra Leone, for 
example. The service is a "charity’’ 
(enjoying free sea freight). It was 
founded in 1954 by Lord Ranfurly 
when he was Governor of the Bahamas,

Brigadier Afrifa’s claims to political 
leadership in Ghana are clear enough. 
But, although a police chairman of the 
NLC can be ruled out, the decision of 
Major-General Ocran to accept 
Afrifa’s political leadership shov 
manship. Presumably, since he is 
Ghana’s most senior serving soldier—he 
was a Brigadier at the time of the coup 
when Afrifa was a Major—he was con­
sidered as a possible successor to General 
Ankrah. He must himself have felt it 
better to continue to concentrate, as he 
has done since the murder of General

MATCHETS 
DIARY
CUPPORTERS of the Nigerian 

A5 Government would have glowed with 
satisfaction to hear what Mr. Wilson had 
to say to the House of Commons about 
Nigeria on the day he returned from 
Addis Ababa last week. He said, for 
example, that he had .seen (on his visit 
to Enugu) that the administration of the 
East Central State was carried out by 
a "distinguished Ibo who is m complete 
authoritative control of the State’’. He 
had seen other evidence of the advance­
ment of Jbos; for example at the 
Military Academy an Ibo had received 
the Sword of Honour. Recalling the 
enthusiasm shown during his visit to 
the capitals of the two new, non-lbo 
states in the former Eastern Region, 
Mr. Wilson said that anybody who had 
gambled money by supporting Biafra in 
the hope of getting a share of Rivers 
State oil would get his fingers " badly 
burned". He paid tribute to General 
Gowonls icadincss to weaken his direct 
military efforts by allowing food supplies 
into Biafra through the blockade, 
although he knew that at the same time 
arms would go through, and the 
General’s concern for civilians, Mr. 
Wilson said, probably accounted partly 
fx>r -delay in ending the war. Mr. 
Wilson also said (hat he thought a 
cease-fire without arms control would 
be "extremely one-sided”, assisting only 
Colonel Ojukwu. It may seem unneces­
sary. but in view of the world-wide 
propaganda onslaught, it is important 
that Mr. Wilson should declare cate­
gorically that there was “no question” 
that General Gowon was in every sense 
Head of State and Head of Government 
in Nigeria. The cordial relations, at 
least at the top, now existing between 
Britain and Nigeria may not last. But 
as the editorial in this journal said last 
week, while Biafra’s hostility can be 
assumed, Britain was in danger of 
incurring Nigeria’s hostility, too. Mr. 
Wilson’s visit has at least put that right, 
and Mr. Maudling’s niggling criticism 
of Mr. Wilson when he gave the House 
of Commons an account of his Nigerian 
visit, makes one wonder whether the 
Opposition really care 'for anything 
except scoring points at the Prime 
Minister’s expense.
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. Elephant Cement 
is helping to shape the 
■face of iMigeria.
Its consistent high quality and 
high safety margins help to explain 
why nearly half a million tons of 
Elephant Portland Cement are used 
every year in the widest.variety of 
new building projects in Nigeria.
Elephant Cement complies fully with 
international standards for Ordinary 
Portland Cement—and does, in fact, 
exceed them by a wide margin.
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CITIES IN CRISIS

45s.).

Evans

Growing what 
comes naturally

is another serious 
far too little attcn-

books and 
publications

the largest nation in Afric 
ful maj 
regions 
peop’— 
African 
modern . . _
administrative establishments, as well 
mushrooming c

also to expand service to populations 
relying on wells and streams (as in 
Isolo, Iwaya and Ajegunle) and to pro­
vide water for a sewage system, if 
health hazards are not to increase . . . 
Increasingly severe low-pressure periods 
during the annual dry season could 
cause infiltration of ground water, 
which is heavily polluted with sewage. 
It is occasionally necessary during the 
dry season to stop supply for some hours 
a day.”

Public transport 
problem, to which 
tion is paid, while Dr. Williams and 
Mrs. Walsh, without blaming the Lagos 
Executive Development Board, also retell 
the sad story of slum clearance and 
rehousing in central Lagos.

Ibadan, says Dr. P. C. Lloyd, intro­
ducing this collection of papers pre­
sented at a seminar organised by the 
Institute of African Studies at the 
University of Ibadan, is a "city village 
It is a city "of a million inhabitants; 
the capital of a Region of 8m. people 
and is a larger and more wealthy terri­
tory than many African states. Yet the 
core of Ibadan, settled in the nineteenth 
century, is peopled by farmers, traders 
and craftsmen living in large compounds 
organised on principles of common des­
cent—a society more resembling the 
villages of Africa than the urban areas 
of the modern world.”

While in Lagos school attendance 
reaches a very high level (95 per cent

Plants can be both a joy and an 
investment. Growing your own 
vegetables, for instance, is both a 
satisfying and profitable pastime. For 
the price of a few packets of seeds you 
can have a garden crammed full of 
peas, tomatoes, peppers, yams, 
artichokes or anything else that takes 
your fancy - all in peak condition and 
readily available for the table.
And to offset this mass of greenery ? 
The beautiful West Indian Jasmine and 
flagrant flowering Tobacco tempered, 
perhaps, by some brilliant crimson 
Phlox?
There are endloss possibilities, none of 
which require hard work or excellent 
soil providing you go about the task 
properly And to help you obtain the 
very best resultsT. M. Greensill has 
written two authoritative, readable 
but, above all, practical books that 
provide all you need for good 
gardening; apart from the seeds, of 
course. Ask your local bookseller.
Growing Better Vegetables 
17/6
Gardening in the Tropics 
63/-

Urban Government for Metropolitan 
Lagos by Babatunde A. Williams and 
Annmarie Hauck Walsh (Pall Mall 
Pless: 104s.).

The City of Ibadan edited by P. C. 
Lloyd, A. L. Mabogunje and B. Awe 
(Cambridge University Press.

SEPARATED by less than 100 miles of 
first class road, and both of Yoruba 

origin. Lagos and Ibadan, the two biggest 
cities in tropical Africa, appear at first 
sight to be very similar. In fact, how­
ever. their differences are more important 
than their similarities and. unhappily, the 
most important similarity lies in the inade­
quacy of their municipal administration.

The study of Lagos made by Dr. Wil­
liams. of the University of Lagos, and 
Mrs. Walsh, of the New York Institute 
of Public Administration, is one of a 
series covering a large number of capital 
cities. The study is concerned with the 
government institutions responsible for 
the administration of Lagos and their 
inter-relationships. The description of the 
city itself and its peoples is limited, but 
the opening paragraph sets the scene most 
admirably
“Great Lagos is an urban complex of 

Im. people that embodies tremendous 
contrasts. The capital and major port of 
,k~ Urgent nnfinn in AfnCa( it is a power- 

ignet for migrants from all four 
; of the federation of some 55m.

iplc. On to a nucleus of traditional 
urban settlements arc grafted 
industrial, commercial and 

CStaOiiiiiiTiviiis, us well as 
r.ing settlements of new entries 

into the labour force, which extend 20 
miles from the city centre. Elements of 
widely spaced centuries and cultures co­
exist and intermingle; suburban sub­
divisions of modern, single-family homes 
and closely packed extended-family com­
pounds without water or paved streets; 
large, air-conditioned department stores 
and thousands of street hawkers, market 
stalls, and tradeswomen bearing trays of 
cloth, oranges and toothbrushes on their 
heads; trade unions and professional asso­
ciations; kinship meetings and tribal 
associations; elected councilmen and 
inherited chieftaincies; factories and sub­
sistence agriculture; office skyscrapers, 
luxury hotels, and open sewers."

Administration in such a setting would 
clearly be difficult in any circumstances. 
But the division of the greater metro­
politan area between the former Western 
Region and the former Federal territory.

the incursion of irrclcvancies from 
national politics, the corruption and self- 
interest of councillors (who were even 
prepared to hold up sewage schemes in 
the interests of conservancy contractors), 
the weakness of staff and the chronic 
shortage of funds, have combined to 
allow urgent problems to remain unsolved 
and sometimes unattended. It is too soon 
to say whether the establishment of Lagos 
State, making possible a unified policy 
for the metropolitan area instead of the 
former rivalry between the Federal and 
Western regional authorities (the authors 
note that a Western Region delegation did 
not even attend a meeting in 1964 to 
discuss the proposals for the area made 
by a UN technical assistance team) will 
at least remove some totally unnecessary 
and artificial problems.

The real problems are appalling. 
" Lagos," says Dr. Williams and Mrs. 
Walsh, is on the threshhold of “ major 
developments in transit, housing, educa­
tion. sewage and water supply. Because i 
the first giant steps arc about to be 
taken in all of these categories, there 
is a unique opportunity to harmonise 
them in such a way as to influence the 
shape and direction of metropolitan 
growth for many generations to come. 
This is the strongest argument for the 
organisation of a planning effort that 
will consider the ramifications both in 
time and space of major public 
investments?’

The most serious problem, in the view 
of the authors, is that of sewage dis­
posal although, hitherto, water supply 
has fortunately been reasonably 
adequate “ While the water distributed 
is consistently safe by health standards, 
dysentery and diarrhoea are the third 
highest cause of death in Lagos, and the 
medical officer of the city council esti­
mates that over 80 per cent, of school 
children are infested with intestinal 
parasites. The infant mortality rate is 
extremely high—62-9 per 1,000 live 
births in 1960. The major contributing 
conditions to these health problems, 
however, arc lack of water-borne sewage 
and the overcrowded living conditions. 
The quality of the existing water supply 
system, which was introduced in 1914, 
is largely responsible for the fact that 
there have not been epidemic expansions 
of disease.

" The quantity of potable water 
must be rapidly increased, however, not 
oily to parallel population growth but

c
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Traditions und Wan del aus dcr Sicht der 
Romanschriftstcllcr Kamcruns und 

Nigcrias by Otto Bischofber^er 
Druck AG Einsiedeln, Switzt 
1968)
This book is a sociologist's compa 

view of modern Cameroonian
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MITSUI O.S.K. Hl LINES LTD 
JAPAN / WEST AFRICA / JAPAN

FORTNIGHTLY EXPRESS SERVICE

CALLING LAGOS (APAPA), LOME, TEMA, 
TAKORADI, ABIDJAN, FREETOWN

ARIZONA MARU* SAILED KOBE March 25, due LAGOS

ST. MARY AXE HOUSE 
Telephone AVE 8030 

MANCHESTER AGENTS: 
JAMES BURNESS t, SONS 

LTD.
U BROWN STREET 
MANCHESTER 2 
TEL: BLACKFRIARS 5462

LAGOS REPRESENTATIVE: 
T. AMI
MITSUI O.S.K. LINES LTD. 
c/o PALM LINE AGENCIES 

LTD.
P.O. BOX 531
LAGOS, NIGERIA

ing one. As Dr. Mabogunjc says: " the 
city of Ibadan presents a picture of a 
traditional pre-industrial Nigerian city 
adapting itself to the needs and demands 
of the twentieth century's industrial 
society. Throughout its recent history 
as a city, it has served as a metropolis. 
The scope of the functions it discharges 
in this respect, however, has constantly 
been changing and the city in turn 
been responding to these changes, 
the modern period Ibadan is alread] 
important commercial centre 
major transport centre. Its prospcc 
industrial growth are also far

Hlliie-

= TEL: AVE 7O»I niMcnm =_

m.s.
April 23. 
m.s. • 
May 8. 
m.s. HUDSON 
May 19.

HAVANA MARUf SAILS
June 6.
•Vessels also call at DOUALA and MONROVIA and return to 
Japan via MEDITERRANEAN.
{Vessels return to JAPAN via SOUTH AFRICA.

U.K. AGENTS AND FREIGHT BROKERS
BURNESS MACLAINE LTD.
ST. MARY AXE, LONDON, E.C.3.

LIVERPOOL AGENTS:
JAMES BURNESS & SONS 

LTD.
CASTLE CHAMBERS 
43 CASTLE STREET 
LIVERPOOL 2 
TEL: MARITIME 1131 
LONDON BRANCH

OFFICE:
MITSUI O.S.K. LINES LTD.
KEMPSON HOUSE 
CAMOMILE STREET 
LONDON E.C.J. 
TEL: AVE 7MI

straining the resources of the city and 
calling attention to the weaknesses of 
its infra-structure, its social amenities 
and its administration. In the next 
decade or two, therefore, it seems 
obvious that if Ibadan is to play its role 
as the most important metropolitan 
centre in Western Nigerian, there is 
need to overhaul its administrative and 
planning machinery to achieve greater 
efficiency." L.D.W.

Bcnjic’s Portion by Martin 
(Loitfjmans Young Books. 21s). 
This is a short story *

people about the four>Uu..vi. «. • 
colony 
central 
up in Nova Scotia, from which iwr 
of the first colonists in Freetown cair“ 
Although he is fictitious, many of Lu 
events in the book are historical. Nut

In 
uady an 
and a 

• .eels for 
iangc industrial growth are also far from 
such bleak. These developments are already

Nigerian literature. It was presents 
a doctoral dissertation to Dr H 
Huber, Professor of Ethnology in 
University of Freiburg. Switzer! 
Though a member of a religious or 
the author has eschewed the pitfall, 
narrow partisanship and made a pion 
mg effort worthy of note in a hith 
scarcely explored field.

Both countries are treated on a sth 
parallel pattern An introductory d 
ter on the historical and socio-culti 
background is succeeded in each case 
biographical sketches of the authors. 
summaries of their individual works 
third chapter deals with the themes 
tradition and change in the novels.

In comparing the two literatures 
Bischofbergcr comes to the conclus 
that traditional life is treated at 
greater length, and with consider! 
more sympathy, in the Nigerian now 
Their Cameroonian counterparts are 
without exception "in a typical colo: 
situation" and. therefore, tend to be i 
bued with the spirit of protest, showing 
the same time a greater sense of ah 
ation from the traditional background 
a result of French assimilatiomst poh 
The Cameroonian authors appear ii 
near-homogeneous group: the Nigem 
speak in many individual voices 
comparison with the rich crop of nos 
that has come out of Nigeria after ir- 
pendcncc. Cameroon looks barren, i 
only novel published there after I9W  Jean Ikclld-Matiba’s Cette Afriqut-
Talcntcd writers like Ferdinand 0)C 
and Mongo Bcti seem to have lost th: 
bearings, and in Dr. Bischofberger's« 
only a return to the resources of traditf 
can resolve the crisis.

The author is well-read but his perse’- 
acquaintancc with Africa is frf- 
sketchy. He quotes with scrupuk- 
honcsty from anthropologists, miss" 
arics and literary critics alike and C- 
gradually develops an opinion of hiso-" 
Some of his information is glaringly1' 
of date (D. O. Fagunwa, who died r ■ 
motor-accident in 1963, is reported^'- 
or simply false (a Yoruba Oba's stf®0- 
sor is not chosen among his sons.-’ 
stated on p.89). Obi Egbuna could hr- 
havc set his novel Wind Versus Polyp 
m a Yoruba town (p 114), what wit­
hunter by the name of Ojukwu aror- 
On the whole, however. Dr. Bischoff- 
ger’s book should prove useful not o’ 
to the social anthropologist but also to* 
student of comparative African bit- 
ture. W. F-

-• some sections of the urban area, 
with the inevitable problem of “ school 
leavers ), in Ibadan the percentage in 
some areas is only 20. Even in the 
centre of the city the lineage and the 
compound are still the basis of 
social organisation. Town planners, engin­
eers,^ doctors, despair, says Dr. Lloyd 
of “ transforming the heart of Ibadan 
into an area which befits its status as 
the centre of a regional capital

Although the Ibadan symposium was 
published much earlier than the book 
on Lagos, it is in a sense more up-to- 
date since there has been no chai 
in the administration of Ibadan Sum 
as that brought about by establishment 
of the new Lagos State. Nor, as resi­
dents and visitors can testify, has there 
been any improvement in the services 
available. For example, average 
sumption of water per head is less 
10 gallons compared with 30 in Lagos. 
Ibadan has excellent hospitals and 
medical facilities but, as Dr. Mabogunjc 
says, it has intractable health problems 
and the signs arc that the preventive 
and social health services, far more 
important for the city than the hospitals, 
are losing the battle.

The book deals with religion, politics 
and history, and is throughout rcad- 
v' prospects 
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AIR RAIDS AND SUICIDE
Sir,—It is difficult to be unemotional 
about the Nigerian war However justified 
bombing is politically, and realistically as 
a result of war, it is a cruel act; but the 
Nigerian bombing is no less cruel than the 
bombing in Lagos and the North by the 
Biafrans in the early days of the war. or 
in Vietnam by the Americans.

One result of the war has been acts of vio­
lence by Biafrans in Colleges and Universi­
ties, at home and at work where Nigerians 
and Biafrans live or work togc,u”

Sir—Mr. Omirc Nobi’s letter (Mar. 29) 
makes interesting reading, but one point 
he failed to realise is that The Peoples 
Republic was written when Chief Awolowo 
was in prison, and was published and 
launched after his release. How then docs 
Mr. Nobi think Awolowo could have fore­
seen that Ojukwu would be a rebel leader 
of secessionists, or that Gowon would have 
led the Nigerian Government against which 
Ojukwu is now rebelling; or .could have 
asked “Why arc we fighting?"

Sunday Onaderu

war. need 
read in newspapers 
mission to Ojukwu, 
General Gowon to 
of Eastern States, 
blockade, but what was 
Ojukwu9 He seized t 
transfer millions of poui 
Banks Chief Awolowi 
deceived by Ojukwu on ;

It is .no ’
thought-out economic ant

now the two new regimes hi 
old regime look like a goldcK

There wa$ corruption, nepotism and \( 
malpractices; nobody was satisfied

'. but at least nobody was starving, 
ody was fighting wars, you could and 
Id find a job. That was better than

chaos the military junta has 
plunged the country into.

How many more lives will Ojukwu
. _ , . _ „ ... - sacrifice to achieve a dubious, and perhaps,

e by Biafrans in Colleees and Umwni- an „„vlabjc Bia(ra’ When will he realise 
at home and al work where Nigerians ,bc rca|iIies of ,hh war7 Should not

Biafrans live or work together Ojukwu stop this suieidal war. and Gowon
Nigerians are labelled as enemies, and I b d ,
have almost got a punch up for being or 
trying to be realistic about the situation

Anybody who has a family or friend in 
Biafra would know why Ibos arc so emo­
tional about the situation Yet. God knows 
what life would have been under them if 
they had taken Lagos in the early days of 
the war. At the same time the old argu- IS a 
ments that they started the bombing, and, Annu; 
that their vicious and selfish acts now back- Man 1 
fire, wear thinner every day the war is 
fought Anybody who has children would 
agree with me that this war is enter"" i 
cruel phase The fact that the two regimes 
arc military makes the sutferings of the 
innocent people look like nothing to them 
and the war. a war without end. The TV 
films of bombing are bad publicity for 
Nigeria but they arc undeniably true

I. like many of my kind, believe in one 
Nigeria, and in fact one Africa. But now 
I am appalled by both sides' actions, par­
ticularly Ojukwu's throwing away reason­
able proposals for peace and thus sacrificing 
so many innocent lives.

The war was a result of politics going

AWO'S NEW NIGERIA
Sir.—After reading Mr. Omire 
letter on March 29. and the review 
Awo's The People's Republic on Feb I. and 
after reading about letters written in the 
Daily Tunes of Nigeria and comments that 
followed from a section of Nigeria's intelli­
gentsia. I am inclined to. speak out in defence 
of Socialism.

Those who wrote letters to Tai Solarin in 
the Daily Times likening Chief Awolowo to 
a Capitalist preaching Socialism only 
showed that a good many of us don't know 
what Socialism is all about and what 
Capitalism stands for. A Capitalist employs 
hired labour for exploitation purposes, or 
owns the means of production, or is a big 
merchant money magnate. Awolowo docs 
not belong to any of these classes.

Your reviewer criticised Awo for pre­
dicting in his book that Capitalism would 
give way to Socialism, he said Marx and 
Lenin predicted the same long ago. I •»— 
convinced that Capitalism will give way to 
Socialism for the following reason which 
Chief Awolowo did not include in his book: 
Economic law of motion is such that the 
more productively capable a political system 
is in meeting unlimited economic demands 
caused by population increases, the more it 
will establish itself in any such given 
society. This is why the communal pro­
duction system of our great grandfathers 
had to give way to slave-owr 
slave-owning to a Feudalist!

For similar reasons Feudalism had to give 
way to Capitalism At the present stage of 
our society Capitalism will inevitably give 
way to Socialism which creates justice in 
production and distribution processes In 
other words, the course of history is deter­
mined by developed of material production.

Mr Nobi’s comments on Chief Awolowo 
on his not making efforts to stop Nigerian 
War. need few comments. All of us 

about Chief Awolowo's 
his recommendations to 
lift economic blockade 
Gen. Gowon lifted the

> the response from 
the opportunity to 

junds from Nigerian 
vo was thoroughly 
all points.

good discrediting others' well- 
...wwe..,__ economic and social panaceas
without having a better alternative.

Afolaiii Faribido

MAN O'WAR BAY
Sir.—In your issue of 21 Dec. 1968, there 
•« a reference to the Bntish Council's 

lual Report 1967/68, mentioning 
iviaii O'War Bay school in Cameroon.

The full name of this school is the 
Bilingual Grammar School. Man O'War 
Bay. and its buildings were formerly occu- 

by the Citizenship and Leadership 
’’‘•"ining Centre. The Secretary of the 

hip and Leadership Training Centre.
A. Adeduro has written asking us 
out that the Centre has moved from 

Bay and now has its head- 
’O Box 1171, Lagos. Nigeria.

N. SUTCLIFFE,
Director.
Information Department.

British Council,
London.
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due Douala Apr. 12.
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More Sokoto Cement
Production at Sokoto by the Cement 

Company of Northern Nigeria is running 
at the rate of 50.000 tons a year, and it is 
hoped to step this up., to 100,000 to 
year in 1970. Technical difficulties “ 
been overcome" and the quality of 
product is said to he “very good." 
the Standard Bank Review. Majc 
salcrs arc taking 
expected that Sokt 
exclusively by 
mcnls of the 
price < 
by Is.

The board of Denny Mott and Dickson, 
the UK timber importing firm for which 
both J Gliksten and William Mallinson 
have made takeover bids, has recommended 
acceptance of Mallinson’s offer. Mr. R S. 
Jefferies, chairman of Denny Mott, has told 
shareholders that a merger with William 
Malhnson (also an importer of timber from 
West Africa, among other areas) would create 
a group with a more satisfactory range of 
activities than a merger with Ghkstcn would. 
A merger with Mallinson. combining its 

ing interests with Denny Mott’s, 
help development of Denny Mott’s 

,$ "towards increasing the manufac- 
inng. as opposed to merchanting, interests 
id towards a lessening dependence on the 

mg industry."
illinson raised its offer soon after the 

of Gliksten’s. The new Malhnson 
5s shares and 27 24 
redeemable cumula* 

reference shares of 5s. for 
Jmary 5s shares of Denny

Lagos 
Nigeria 
now
© The UK imported £627-36m. worth of 
crude and partly refined petroleum in 1968 
(£487 6Sm. in 1967). Nigeria’s share fell by 
60 per cent, from £26-5lm. to £ll-9lm.— 
because of the war. which cut off petroleum 
supplies from mid-1967.
o British Titan Products. ’
20 per cent share in Sheri 
miners of rutile in Sierra Leone—records 
great increases in sales and profits in 1968. 
The other 80 per cent, of Sherbro Minerals 
is held by the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co.

IKTIGHRIA'S groundnut stocks may all 
have been reduced to negligible size at 

the end of the current season says the 
Tropuul Produiis Quarterly*, which fore­
casts a crop of 750.000 tons shelled, evacu­
ation of 594.000 to ports (not all for 
immediate shipping), and deliveries of 
300.000 tons to local mills At the start 
of the season stocks were 144.000 tons. The 
Quarterly quotes unconfirmed reports that 
allocation of crushing nuts to local mills 
might be reduced by 60-100.000 tons to 
increase exportable supplies Mills have 
recently been working to capacity, says the 
Quarterly, and with more railway wagons 
available some stocks of groundnut oil and 
cake have been cleared. There has been 
congestion in ports, however
• Published by the Commm 
lariat Commodities Division.

The history of Banking dates 
so far back that no one really 
knows where or how it began! 
Archaeological evidence however 
abounds to prove that the Assyrians. 
Egyptians and Pnoenic<ans 
had instruments similar to 
present day promissory notes, 
bills of exchange and cheques— 
and performing much the same 
roles—long before the Greeks 
and Romans! The earliest 
Bankers were mdeed money 
changers who played a very active 
role in the trading transactions 
between people from different 
states with different currencies. 
The very word ’’ BANK " is derived 
from the old Italian word 
Banca meaning a bench or 
counter. The counters of the 
money changers, upset accordinq 
to biblical tradition m the 
Jerusalem Temple by Jesus Christ 
were indeed the bank.
Of course no one would 
dream of setting up a bank 
church these days, but the 
Temples of Greece at one time 
in history housed the earliest 
deposit vaults known to man.
You won’t find a branch of 
National Bank of Nigeria Limited 
or any of their correspondents 
in London. Paris or Nev/ York, 
in a church—not even a Greek 
temple. One qr two have been 
known to be situated near 
churches, but there’s no fear o’. 
religious or any other kind of 
fervour upsetting the bank' What's 
more. National Bank do know 
their own business—as you’ll 
soon find out if you take your 
foreign exchange, trade or even 
simple things such as current 
accounts or savings—problems 
to them
Why don't you try your nearest 
branch’’ You might even learn 
some more about how banking 
has progressed into the 20th 
Century while you're about it' 
Besides, they're " The Bank You 
Can Trust!'"—Reason enough, 
surely!

manufacture 
would lr’- 
busincss it 
tunr" 
and .1 
buildir 

Mai 
raising _. 
terms arc 50 ordinary 
per cent, convertible 
tivc second pre' 
every fifty ordii 
Mott and Dickson.

Mallinson’s advisers, Kleinwort Benson, 
have bought about 514,000 ordinary shares 
of Denny Mott and Dickson, about a tenth 
•f the issued share capital of the company 
(which, like Gliksten. has had a processing 
operation in Ghana; it was forced to 
abandon them early in 1967. while Gliksten 
still operates in Ghana, and plans a ply­
wood factory there, next to its sawmill at 
Dwinasi). William Mallinson’s turnover in 
the first two months of the current financial 
year has been 13 per cent higher than in 
the corresponding period last year, while 
Gliksten forecasts profits above last year's 
£1,586.000 (pre-tax) this year, after a half- 
year’s total of £750,000 (537,000 in the first 
half of 1967-68).

NIGERIA
Groundnut Pyramids to Go?

In 1967-68 opening stocks were 380.000 ' 

tons all over Nigeria, purchases 684.000 I 
tons shelled, deliveries to oil mills 300.000; 
while evacuation to ports accounted for 
620.000 tons.

Nigerian shelled groundnut exports, 
according to incomplete figures, were 642.000 i 
tons in 1968. or 100.000 tons more than in [
1967. France remained the biggest custo­
mer. but its purchases fell from 154.000 to 
143.000; Italy's rose from 95,000 to 104.000; 
Portugal’s fell from 78.000 to 71,000 but 
remained in third place, with the Nether­
lands now fourth (44.000 tons m 1967, 
66.000 in 1968) and the UK fifth (55.000 in
1968, compared with 52,000 the year before). 
Groundnut oil exports rose by over 50 per 
cent, from 71,100 tons (revised figure) in 
1967 to 109,300 in 1968. The UK took 
nearly all. as before (99,400 tons)

i.OOO tons a 
. “have 
of the 

says 
jor wholc- 

; up supplies and it is 
ioto cement will be used 

the Public Works Depart- 
six northern states. The 

price of cement in Kano has been reduced 
by Is. a bag.
© A grant of £5m. has been given to the 
States by the Nigeria Government to enable 
them to launch a Special Agricultural Pro­
duction Scheme. Another £3m. has been 
earmarked by the Government for establish­
ment of an Agricultural Credit Bank. 
O Lagos State is to be divided into four 
zonal sectors for planning purposes, the 
State's Commissioner for Finance and 
Fconomie Development, Alhaji I. A. S. 
Ade wale, has said.
o The BOAC pilots’ <rtnke, wlvidi 

inded the flights between Ixuidon and 
operated undei the BOAC- 
Airways “pool" agreement, has 

ended.
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Ghana Farm Industries

The Ghana Federation of Farmers 
Association is to set up rural industries to 
process agricultural produce. Two Ameri­
can business institutions, the International 
Resources Development Corporation and 
Philco-Ford Corporation have offered to 
give financial aid to these industries.

The Carnegie Cor 
177.740 grant for cst.

Development Rescar 
Ahmadu Bello Uni 
primary goal will 
information on 
Northern Nigeria, 
education and v 
further training 
behavioral sciences.

The project will be carried out in* co­
operation with the University of Chicago, 
which will supply personnel equipment, and 
supplementary financial support. Robert 
LcVine, Professor of Human Dcvelopmc 
jnd of Anthropology at the University 
Chicago, will be the director.

• Mr. John B. M. Place and Mr. E. J. W. 
Hellmuth have been appointed Directors of 
the Standard Bank and Standard Bank 
of West Africa. Mr. Place. Vice-Chairman of 
The Manhattan Bank, succeeds Mr. George 
Champion, who has relinquished his seat on 
the Boards of the Standard Bank and SBWA 
following his retirement from the Board of 
The Chase Manhattan Bank. Mr. Hellmuth 
i> a Director of the Midland Bank and 
Vice-Chairman of Midland and International 
Banks.

Shell-BP Petroleum Development Co. are 
shipping a double-storey houseboat to their 
oilfield installations in Warri, Nigeria, where 
it will accommodate Shell employees work­
ing in the area. The houseboat was loaded 

enty-two states fishing in the Central into the Elder Dempster cargo liner " Fulani" 
Eastern Atlantic have decided to (7,689 gross tons) which sailed from Roltcr-
e a meeting of experts to study the dam last month. Weighing 72 tons, the 

overfishing in some areas. The houseboat measures 69 ft. long, with a beam 
5-v.nmittce for Fishing in the of 26 ft. 3 in. and is 25 ft. 8 in. high.

Central and Eastern Atlantic. •«
Accra, has also decided to ask 
from Ghana. Ivory Coast, Niger 
Sierra Leone. France, Me 
Spam and the USA, to study the problems govc 
in collaboration with other international has 
bodies concerned. due.

Mr. J. K. A. Darfour, Principal Secretary world 
of Ghana's Ministry of Agriculture, said at World 
the meeting that the Ghana Government 
wants a strong body -to cater for the African 
fishing needs and demands.

orporation has given a 
stablishment of a Child 

arch Unit (CDRU) at 
liversity. The centres 

' be to produce basic 
children and parents in 

'. to help planning of health, 
welfare services; and to 

: and research in the

figure of 15,000 tons.
In Nigeria, “Unofficial figures of pur­

chases reported over the past few weeks 
continue to indicate that the crop is 
coming in rather better than expected, 
although the weekly rate of purchase for 
most of February was under 15,000 tons 
per'•week. At that stage last season, it was 
still running in the 2,200/2,600 ton range.” 
Gill & Duffus is increasing its estimate for 
Nigeria for 1969/70 to 195,000 long tons, 
“taking into account an average 
for this summer’s harvest based on 
eight-ycar average outturn of 
though in the past two seasons 
crop has yielded well under t... 
4,000 and 3,000 tons respectively.

year.
-a! service book" 
gious literature for ui< 
the work of the Chi 

ty. Later, 
Lagos an 
' . the C

•A.shop in unnsna, «“ 
’ and supervised a bran 

Later, the branches 
Onitsha and Port Harcourt became CN 
(Niger) Bookshops.

In 1950 both CMS Bookshops, with is 
Printing Press, and CMS (Niger) Bookshop- 
with its Printing Press in Port HareonH- 
were merged and registered as one 
pany, named CMS (Nigeria) Bookshops-1; 

__  __  ___  1958, at rhe Lambeth Conference, a jo*1 
financial year, meeting of the Bookshops Managing Cotn- 
L. Gyampoh, mittce and the Bishops of Nigeria was p^ 

' ent. . sided over by Mr. S. Kingsley Tubbs, i‘‘- 
Honorary Treasurer of CMS; it was agreed 
that the Company (as registered in 19501 
be handed to the Church' in Nigeria in di# 
course. This decision materialised on 27lh 
July, 1961, when CMS (Nigeria) Book­
shops was formally handed over te the local 
Association and Chief Simeon Add*. 
CMG, became its first Chairman.

It was later agreed that the Company N 
renamed Church and Scliool Supplies 
Bookshops, trading as CSS Bookshops.

'T'HE first-ever commercial intematioj
* Book Fair in Ghana, whose aim e 

partly to encourage the world's publish! 
industry to re-think its procedure and 2! 
tudes on book exports to and product 
in Afnca, was held last month in Accra 
the central Library of the National Libra 
Services. The sponsors, Anowuo Edu: 
tional Publications of McCarthy Hl 
Accra, were supported by the Ministr) i 
Education and the Library Services.

There were exhibits from Ghana, Git 
Britain (fully represented), Russia, Ind 
France, Poland, the USA; there were te 
books, trade books, children’s books, novel 
etc., in English, Russian, Italian. Gennii 
and Ghanaian languages, there were vim 
aid items, technical equipment, and tn 
unpublished manuscripts from Afria 
writers. It reminded one of the First Ghu 
Trade Fair when crowds daily throng: 
the fair grounds.

Besides the usual viewing and buying* 
books there were very important sideligte 
A Businessmen’s Seminar brought extribJ 
ing publishers face to face with officials c 
the Ministry of Trade, the chronic proi 
lems of insufficient import licences Io 
books and foreign exchange restrictions ci 
money transfers were discussed. Then the 
was the seminar of publishers Ml 
Ghanaian writers, where the whole questei 
of book marketing, how it affects the wnic 
and what he must do about it, were ds 
cussed.

A third back-up activity was the sort 
and the theatrical feast which featured tr 
plays by Mrs. Efua Sutherland. Odas" 
and Ananse and the Dwarf Brigade.

After the book fair the greatest hopes 
that a new book culture free of any fori 
of restriction will flourish. It is for ths 
hopes that one cannot but congratulri 
Mr. Asare Konadu, for dreaming up i- 
directing the Fair.

ocoa: 300,000 
tons in Ghana ?
JN Ghana, says Gill & Dulfus’ monthly 

Cocoa Market Report, “purchases 
declared up to 13th February had totalled 
313.296 long tons. Reliable reports indi­
cate that in the three weeks since then 
purchases in fact totalled just over 1,900 
tons, bringing the cumulative figure up to 
oth March to 315.223 tons. It is difficult 
at this stage to gauge the extent of over­
declarations Some sources have indicated 
that they might be as much as 20.000 tons 
but a tonnage of 12,000/15,000 tons over­
declared seems more reasonable Last year 
the Main Crop was over-declared by 
8.341 tons. If this estimation of over­
declarations is correct, then the final out­
turn of the 1968/69 Main Crop will be in 
the region of 300/305.000 long tons.”

The report says it is too early to form 
any reliable estimate for this summer’s Mid 
Crop in Ghana, and provisionally suggests

■uhing i

in some areas. The houitboal mnaturct 69 ft. long. with n 'beam *mten”^ 1" waTf” uS.'taF
ring in the of 26 fl. 3 in. and it 2S ft. S in. high. v,dc devotional service books. statioKJ
• ^^Lrfe —. _ and some religious literature for the Churtf-

COffee Cr°P G°alS as an arm of the work of the Church Ms
torocco. • The International Coffee Council, which °aC‘V
' Coffee Agreement, NorthX CMS ^O Mi*

international has agreed on the basis lor national pro- f d d Bookshop in Onilsba, »» 
demand ,n toe °7?n ? Legos established and supervised a hr*
e= d™Jd’ - In Port Harcourt. Later, the branches b

„ ..rmrndUm K ? . lm 1 ■l"d p»rt Heira-ourt became CM*
at around 59m. bags, and internal demand .k,-
in the producing countries at 21m. bags. ' -

llic Executive Board of the ICO had 
i earlier rejected all the production goals 

submitted by the 41 exporting members 
O Ghana's National Investment Bank 
made a net profit of 200,506 new cedis 
25 new pcsewas in its last t"--- ’ ’
to Dec. 31. 1968. Mr. E. P. L. Gyampo 
chairman, said the profit was 24 per cer 
over that of the previous year.
• Two major shipping agencies operating 
in Ghana, Elder Dempster Agencies and 
Palm Line Agencies, are to be merged as 
Liner Agencies (Ghana) on 1st May.
• Protocol agreements have been signed 
by Ghana with Jugoslavia and Poland on 
a year’s exchange of goods.

Talks have been held on rescheduling of 
Ghana's commercial debts to France.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

STAFF VACANCIES

Candidates in Nigeria should apply to 
P.O. Box 2058, Lagos.

Opportunities for
NIGERIAN MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
A leading commercial organisation in Nigeria has vacancies on its staff in 
Nigeria for Nigerian engineers who have obtained the Ordinary National 
Certificate or the Higher National Certificate in Mechanical Engineering.

Candidates who take the O.N.C. or H.N.C. in 1969 are also welcome to apply.

Candidates must not be over age 32.

The selected candidates will be employed in the Company’s service work­
shops and will mainly be concerned with the repair and maintenance of 
diesel engined heavy earth-moving equipment. Previous experience of this 
type of equipment would be an advantage but is not essential because 
training will be given.

. Candidates in the U.K. should apply to
Box No. XI252, West Africa, Cromwell House, Fulwood Place, London, W.C.1.

THE SHELL-BP PETROLEUM 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 

OF NIGERIA LIMITED
requires

EXPERIENCED CIVIL
ENGINEERS

for its operations in the Midwest, 
Rivers and South-Eastern Stales.

Qualifications:
Applicants must be Nigerian 
nationals who are graduates in 
civil engineering, with 5-10 years’ 
experience in construction and 
maintenance of roads and related 

crossings.
Method of Application:

Applications should be made in 
writing setting out qualifications 
and experience, and be addressed 

to:—
The Head of Recruitment and 

Training,
Shell-BP Petroleum Develop­

ment Company of Nigeria 
Limited,

P.M.B. 2418,
Lagos.

Applicants should not send 
original documents or certificates.

A large financial institution in Ghana requires the 
services of graduates to serve in its Research Department.

Candidates must possess a good Honours Degree in 
Economics with Statistics or Money and Banking as a 
special subject.

Preference will be given to candidates with postgraduate 
qualifications, who have had at least five years' post­
graduation experience with a reputable commercial or 
financial institution.

Salary and other conditions of service will depend upon 
age, qualification and experience.

Opportunities for further training are available.
Applications stating age, qualification and experience 

with names and addresses of two referees should be sub­
mitted not later than 21st April, 1969.

To Box No. X1250,
West Africa, Cromwell House,

Fulwood Place, London, W.C.l.
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SITUATIONS VACANT—Continued NOTICES—Continued

VACANCY
FOR

NIGERIAN ENGINEER
Holding BSc in Electronics needed by

OIL SERVICE COMPANY

Please write with photocopy of certificates to:

RECORDS AND EQUIPMENT

NOTICES

CHANGE OF NAME

I. formerly known and addressed al Jumoko Oluren 
Fasulu, wish to be called and addreised henceforth u 
Dorcas Oluremi Elan. AU former document] remm

i

Applications will only be considered if Bachelor of Science degree 
in electronics is actually held.

SCHLUMBERGER WEST AFRICA (NIGERIA) LIMITED.
P.O. BOX 1025, LAGOS

29*12*68.
G. O. Oboh—Vice President, 
General Secretary, Mr. E. J A 
(than Sons and Daughters I 

♦Manchester are sincerely
Ikpasaja, 42 Mayfield Road, I

J LIMBO CLUB

49 Greek Strcot. Soho, W.I«

_ Dine and Dance to the latest Pan­
African Highlife and Blue Beat.

Fully licenced bar open 6.30 p.m. to 
1.15 a.m. Monday to Saturday.

ISHAN UNION. The Manchester branch of Ishan 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland was formed on the 

Officer*: Mr. F. U. Odia—President, Mr. 
t, Mr. S. D. Ikpasaja— 
Abara—Treasurer. All 
living in and around 

• advised to contact: S. O. 
Manchester. MI6 BEU.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ' 
FROM

149 UPPER STREET, 
ISLINGTON, N.I.

If creativeness, promptitude and | 
photographs of high quality are 
your desire on your wedding day, 
why not get in touch NOW with 
Johnson & Victor Photographers 
and ask to speak to our own |

Mr. Popoola at 01-359 2335. |
oUc!^ sitter* 7: ::

One ... Ogundare ...

::: ~ 83JS5&. ~

" lit

“ I1
" !£ ISt S:

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
Will all Ethnic Unions, Professional

NIGERIANS ETHNIC UNIONS hast 
arranged to bring to Britain this Summer 
the leading band tn Nigeria, will any 
Organisation or group who may want 
the services of the band gel in touch 

with Messrs.
Tundc Shokcyo, Publicity Secretary, 
50 Belgrade Road. London. N.I6.

Telephone 01-249 160-.
Ganny Oladiran, Secretary. 

54 Tavrstock Crcs.. London. W.ll.
Telephone 01-727 6-74.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE OF NIGER* 
IANS ETHNIC UNIONS comprise, of 
the following: S. O. Alh (Egba), 0 
Aiyctigbo. President (Ifc); , e>ale. 
Treasurer (Ondo). D. Ekiyoyo (Ikorodu): 
W. Omvorc (Agbon). R- Oladejo (Iba­
dan); A. Omojolo-(ldanre); B. Onafuwa 
(Shagamu), Tobun (Epc); O. Oladokun 

(O>o); N. Stile (Okun-owa).
Watch for further publication in future 

West Africa Magazine.

THANKS
FOR SYMPATHY

This is to express my sincere thanks to 
relatives. friends and co-Nigcn.ins m 
U.K. and abroad, who by cablegrams, 
telegrams, telephones and personal calls 
have shown their deep sympathy on the 
death of my dearest and beloved husband. 
Yusini Ajigboycgn Alurnu Ratio,A.A.LA*, 
answered the call of Allah on Monday.

the 17lh of March. 1969
Although he has left us, his memory 

shall ever remain.
Mrs Yctundc KtHTo (wife). Misses 
Oluycmisi and Olusolapc Kaffo 

(children)

REDEEMED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
(Miracle Praying Band)

We extend our invitation to everyone to 
worship with us at our services which are

starting at 1.00 p.m.
tn every month our special divine healing 
and revival services are held on the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays respectively.
Do come and let us carry everything to | 

God in prayer.

Secretariat: 6 Kcnwyn Road, S.W.4.
Tel.: 01-720 2329.LONDON’S WEST AFRICAN RECORD CENTRE

STERN’S RADIO
126 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, Wl. 

Telephone: 01-387 1539 and 5550 

TOP HITS FROM NIGERIA 1 1
FOUR NEW CONGO L.P.1 AND FORTY NEW CONGO SINGLES

Title* Artiito P

Eni.
Ori Serere Sun mi/lwa Lowi

. iSsg i i
Thr" “

Postage in England and Home Counties—li. 4d. per record. Air Poitage U.S.A. 121. per lb. 
Record! posted all over the world.

EBI TE YIE by tho AFRICAN BROTHERS. IO/9d.
On receipt of 2s. 6d., together with a large, stamped, addrciicd envelope, our 

new comprchcniive lilt will be forwarded.

A '^sSrs.^5! lV
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NOTICES—Continued

EDUCATIONAL 

I

MEETINGS

King

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
MUST BE PREPAID

BY CASH, POSTAL ORDERS OR MONEY ORDERS ONLY 

and 
I to

that Br 
soon a

3

grout 
would not tr 
their choice

that on 
. Victor 

irt of 
had 

Mr. J.

toney 
and said he has passed it 

1 Ankrah. less his agreed

fast Airmail Service to 
overseas students

-------------

>n.
luals the NLC 

people in 
The new

IIESHA UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND

There will be a General Meeting of the 
above union on the 20th of April, 1969.

Time: 2 pan.
Place: 103 Gower Street, W.C.l. 

OBOKUN A GBE WA O 
Ola. Olaitan. General Secretary.

DAYS PRIOR TO DATE Of INSERTION. All orders lor 
advertiiernenu arc accepted on the cxpren cermt —they 
are tubicct to cancellation without nonce at the ditcrenon 
ol the publithcn and whilst every effort will be made to 
publith the advertitement. on the date specified, no 
guarantee o< insertion date can be given. Signature! of the 
two highest ranking officers must be received for 
advertisements usmg lists of elected officers The 
proprietors do not accept liability for loss or damage 
caused by printed errors or inaccuracies and they may 
make any alteration or re-arrangement in the wording of 
any advertisement to ensure us conformity with the 
standards and style of" West Africa."

| T.-GEN. Joseph Ankrah's res 
*-< Chairman of the National 
Council was announced on 
election of P 
said to be a 
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E. A. Ycboa

I Region Comr 
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I three ar 
| Bng. 

the ban
I May 
i been

Civil Rule Pledge
The Government declared that it had no 

intention of altering the target date for 
the return to civilian rule (Sept. 30 1969) 
because of the resignation of Gen. Ankrah.

No more official announcements followed 
for several days, and after April 3 the 
Easter holic*'" -•------ *
But a publ 
the affair  ....
Ankrah was said to have gone 
where he was guarded, and ar

Afrifa's Broadcast
In his broadcast Brig. Afrifa said the 

task to be completed by the NLC included 
the elimination of corruption and other 
abuses of office, the restoration of freedom 
and justice and economic repairs.

On the civilian rule programme he said it 
would be a tragedy if the NLC were to hand 
over power and leave the impression in the 
minds of the people that any future govern­
ment of Ghana was no: likely to be different 
from Dr Nkrumah's. As the Council had 
done what it thought right on the case of 
General Ankrah. so all in authority should 
take firm action on corruptior

As a group and as individi 
try to influence the 

: of political leaders.

West African Students highly recommend the 
“ Rapid Results" way to examination passes 
—and with over 155.000 passes, it’s not 
surprising ! You receive first-class postal 
tuition by Airmail, and learn swiftly in the 
comfort of your own home. No text books 
are required. Every course is complete in 
itself .. you arc guided step-by-step to early 
examination success for ■ G CE, Law. 
Accountancy, Banking. Secretaryship and 
many other examinations. To help you 
choose we will send you on application our 
FREE prospectus.
Write today to Careers Adviser,

THE RAPID RESULTS COLLEGE
Dept. J M.3. Tuition House, London, 
TX-°Squ“". W S

Member of the Association of 
British Correspondence Colleges.

GHANA

Afrifa Installed: Politics on May Day
Council then decided to take the measures 
announced, in accordance with the pledge 
to stamp out corruption, made at the time 
of the coup.

LAGOS LEAGUE
(Egbc Orno Eko) London

The following officers were elected at 
the Annual General Meeting held at

President M. A. S Anyo 
Vice-President . M. B. Balogun 
Secretary-General . . W. K. Olokodana 
Deputy Secretary-General Pckun Martins 
Treasurer S. O. Agoro 
Organising Secretary .. J O A Timson 
Ex Officio members ..1. R A. Dauda 

2 N O Dada 
Returning Officer .. Mr. M. A. Ogunro

■ cast. Ill -WHICH lie saiu nu uau uv» 
I because he believed the National 
| Council owed it to the i ‘ 

the task it had set itself
The Government statement on the rcsij 

tion said the Executive Council (con 
of the NLC and fourteen civilian 
missioncrs) had ordered investigat 
allegations that certain people 1 
collecting money, from various con 
and particularly expatriate firms, for 
ing up political funds. It found, said the 
statement, that Mr. Francis Nzcribc. of 
Jcafan Ltd., (a firm -which has -carried out 
public opinion polls in Ghana) had col­
lected from ^companies xnoncy for research 
into General Ankrah's .prospects of being 
President after the restoration of civilian 
rule.

Statements were taken from the firms 
concerned, most of which said they had 
paid sums of money as alleged, mostly 
(they said) through Mr. Nzcribc; but one, 
the statement declared, claimed it had paid 
a sum of 6,000 new cedis directly to General 
Ankrah. Mr. Nzcribc, the statement added, 
admitted collecting sums of money totalling 
30.000 new cedis, a ' -------- * -
all on to General 
commission.

The statement went on to say tl 
March 29 the Attorney-General, Mr. 
Owusu. and a leading judge of the Cour 
Appeal. Mr. Justice N. A. Ollcnnu, 
been to see General Ankrah, with Mi 
E. O. Nunoo. member of the NLC and 
Commissioner of Police; and that the NLC 
Chairman admitted receiving NC6.000 in 
the presence of Nzcribe and the manager 

j and assistant manager of the firm concerned 
(which was not named anywhere in the 
statement). The General, it went on, 
claimed he had not made any use of the 
money himself, but it had almost imme­
diately been collected by politicians, whose 
names he gave in confidence to the three 
men who had called on him.

At a meeting of the NLC in the Castle 
later General Ankrah, according to the 
statement, admitted his part in the trans­
action, having been given an opportunity to 
explain his action, and accepting full 
responsibility, offered to resign. The

csignation as 
11 Liberation 

 April 2. The 
Brig. Akwasi Afrifa, by what was 

a “unanimous" vote of the NLC. 
announced at the same time. Lt. Col. 

>ah, chairman of the Western 
nmittcc of Administration, was 

a member of the NLC, whose 
■ ship (on the assumption that General 
i left it altogether) thus remains as 
irmy and four police officers.

Afrifa announced on April 7 that 
an on political parties will be lifted on 
1. The 32-ycar old officer, who had 
sworn in as head of state that day 

made a special radio and television broad­
cast. m -which he said he had accepted office 

.1 Liberation 
nation to complete 

f three years ago.
igna- 

msistmg 
...-a com- 
itions into 
had been 

ympanics 
ar build-

hday started, with no newspapers. 
>lic demand for a full enquiry into 

began almost at once. General 
tc to his home, 
in official state­

ment was reported as saying there would 
be no action against him. For a time 
Brig. Afrifa was reported not to have gone 
to Christiansborg Castle and he was out 
of the public eye. Ankrah. according to a 
London Daily Express report, moved out of 
the Castle "to the boos of servants and 
workers" on April 3. Brig. Afrifa attended 
the Good Friday service at the Calvary 
Methodist church in Accra, according to 
this report. On Easter Sunday both he and 
Mr. J. W. K. Hartley—Police Inspector- 
General and Vice-Chairman of the NLC 
since Feb. 24 1966—were purified with 
water from the river Jordan in a ceremony 
performed at /Xkropong, 30 miles nonh of 
Accra, by the Rev. AkutTo.

It had been rumoured already that Brig. 
Afrifa would make a broadcast soon after 
Easter. Before he did so the call for a full 
enquiry spread. Mr. Jo Appiah, President 
of the Bar Association and one of the 
politicians most in the public eye recently, 
said; "The whole thing is rather mystifying 
and one hopes for further and fuller 
details " The press joined in calling for an 
enquiry. The NLC still eave no further 
details of the affair. Unofficial reports said 
the firms were probably Lebanese and 
Indian (perhaps those threatened with loss 
of their businesses by the decree restricting 
non-Ghanaians in some commercial enter­
prises), but nothing was officially said about 
them.
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decree on political parties would make it 
a serious offence for any person or political 
party to accept political contributions from 
non-atizenj cf Ghana. Brig. Afnfa s-ii.

when the ban on party political acini 
lifted. He postponed a news conferea 
had proposed to give at Parliament H 
in Accra on March 28. Dr. Busia su 
had called the conference “in orde 
answer certain speculations about 
leadership and about co-operation bd 
myself and sc-me of my colleagues u 
former United Party "

Ankrah and the NLC
General Ankrah. now 53 years old. was 

chosen to head the NLC after the overthrow 
°h Nkrumah in which he took no part, 
though it is believed that suspicion of a 
plot by General Steven Otu and Ankrah 
led to their dismissal as Chief and Deputy 
Chief of Defence Staff in July 1965. 
Ankrah. born in Accra and educated at a 
Wesleyan school (he was later a mission 
school teacher for a time, and has remained 
a prominent Wesleyan), served in the Gold 
Coast Regimen} from the beginning of the 
Second World War. after working as a 2nd 
Division clerk in the Civil Service, and rose 
to be a WO II In Oct. 1946 he was chosen 
for the Officer Cadet Training Unit in the

i
Gemral Ankrah (second from left) on his visit to the UK in Oct 1967. with (left to right) 
if- J. E. O. Nunoo of the NLC. Mr. Nathan Quao (a senior civil servant). Attorney- 
eneral and Justice Commissioner Victor Owtistt. and Major Seth Anthony. High Com­

missioner in London.

UK and in 1947 he was commissioned as 
lieutenant Promoted colonel in Aug. 1960. 
•u S.efv.c<! w**h ,^c Ghanaian contingent of 

“ '------... ,;,v v-ungo in 1960-61, and
;ade commander in Luluabourg. He 

MC in Jan. 1961. the first and only
—-*n ,o win His period as Deputy 

Chief of Defence Staff began after the 
dismissal of Maj.-Gen. Henry Alexander as 
Chief of Staff. Seven months after Ankrah’s 
dismissal in 1965 the leaders of the coup 
chose him, because of his popularity in the 
army (where his and Gen. Otu’s dismissal 
had aroused resentment), as leader of the 
NLC. In this position he visited many 
parts of Ghana and also the Upper Volta, 
Ivory Coast, the UK, the USA and (last 
February) Kenya. Broadcasts by him 
marked all the different stages in the 
development of the civilian rule programme, 
as well as anniversaries of the coup and 
many other occasions.

The NLC originally included four army 
officers (Ankrah. Kotoka, Afrifa and Ocran) I 
and four police officers (Harlley. Dcku. 
Nunoo. Yakubu). Al the time it was con­
stituted General Otu was appointed High 
Commissioner to India and Gen. Nathan 
Afcri (who had succeeded Ankrah in July 
1965) as ambassador to Mexico, while

industrial investment in the private sector 
and property development in Africa." It 
also reported that Mr. Nzcnbc [who is an 
Eastern Nigerian by birth] was due to 
leave “soon" for the UK to attend a board 
meeting (of which firm, was not made clear) 
and then tb make a tour of African 
capitals.
© Dr. K. A. Busia. chairman of the 
Centre for Civic Education, said on 
March 29 that he would declare his stand

; Afrifa returned to Accra on A[ 
siting Mali to sign an agreemra 

ing of Ghana’s £5m. loan toGI 
made in the Nkrumah era. He head 
good.vill and trade delegation including 
Commissioners for External Affairs i 
Patrick D. Anin) and for Trade (.Mi 
Ribeiro Ayeh).

Mali is to start repaying the loan I 
July 1974. and will complete repayma 
20 equal half-yearly instalments. Ghana 
Mali signed a trade agreement, prow 
for exports of cocoa, cement, umber 
ducts, pharmaceuticals and other prod 
to Mali, in return for Malian livestock 
cereal exports to Ghana.

SIERRA LEONE
The Contractor 
Finance Burden

ECAUSE so high a propc 
■O government revenue has to g 
“ruinous debts" resulting from conttu 
finance. S erra Leone is still short of fl 
for development, said the Prime Minis'.! 
a broadcast at the end of last month, 
debts, now being investigated by a C 
mission of Enquiry, must be paid. 
Mr. Stevens, for the sake of the court 
international prestige But many of 
projects had contributed nothing to 
“development effort.”

Listing five “pre-finance" projects. 
Prime Minister said that they would . 
the taxpayer Lc. 6lm. in the next 3-5 ys

First listed was the West Africa S 
and Rubber Industries, a Swedish pro 
“first conceived" in 1964. to prtd 
annually 100.000 pairs of leather sb 
75,000 pairs of leather sandals. 150, 
pairs of canvas shoes, and 350.000 pun 
other sandals. The government J 
Le. 60.000 of the equity of I 
also backed promissory 
Lc 336,000. No tenders were i 
the Prime Minister, nor any i 
offers considered. But in the 
government was committed to Lc. 
The Swedish partner had since 
liquidation. Not a single pair of 
been produced, and indications were. ’ 
the Prime Minister, that the buildings ■ 
equipment were unsuitable. They now I 
to safeguard the plant. Lc. 533.000 s« 
to have "gone down the drain."

The story of the Freetown oil refit* 
| which the Prime Minster next retailed 
i somewhat different. In 1962 Shell propc 

a refinery with a daily capacity of 10- 
barrels, at a cost of Le. 3m.. with eq 
participation of the government and 
• omtnny. But DizcngofT West Afnn. 
Israeli firm, put up a proposal in as 
ciation with Haifa Refineries, for a refin 
to cost Lc. 6m.. with the same capic 
but wholly government owned. By sc 
“miracle of judgment" the Margai gov< 
ment accepted this proposal instead of 
Shell one It was also left to the H: 
firm to select the contractors, althoi 
they chose a firm which had not e 
put in a tender. The contract price rose 
Lc. 6-9m.

General Barwah. Chief of Defence Staff 
since July 1965. had been killed in the coup. 
General Kotoka was shot dead in the 
unsuccessful coup by junior officers on April 
17 1967, when Gen. Ankrah himself 
narrowly avoided capture by escaping out 
of the Castle into the sea. The vacant place 
on the NLC was never filled, though it had 
been rumoured that Air Marshal Michael 
Otu—who was in fact arrested in Nov. 
1968, having become chief of Defence Staff 
and is now being investigated by a tri­
bunal-might fill it. General Ankrah was. 
until his downfall. C.-in-C. of the Armed 
Forces, while Maj.-Gen. Ocran was Army 
Commander and Actins Chief of Defence 
Staff, and Brig. Afrifa commandant of the 
Military Academy.

• The Accra Sunday Mirror said 
March 16 that Mr. F. A. Nzcribe, 
young energetic West African Co-ordii 
in Accra of Jcafah Limited—a United Kinj 
dom firm of management and 
relations consultants." has been appci 
an Executive Director for Africa of 
Travellers Bank of Guernsey. It said 
bank engaged financing.
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DAHOMEY
O Dahomey has nationalised all main­
tenance operations at the harbour of Colo- 

private firm 
des Manu- 

There will be 
Manutcntions 

of Public 
over from

inp to trade union 
bidding after the 

strikes in Freetown. He 
although the right to strike 
these strikes. because the 
notice had not been given, 

were illegal, and could only disrupt the 
economy at a difficult tune. The Prime 
Minister also pointed out that in Sierra 
Leone the line between strike action and 
hooliganism was very thin.

in government took over 
last year the refinery was, Mr. Stevens 
said, “in a shambles." They had suc­
ceeded in getting it into operation, but it 
had cost Le 71m It seemed possible, how­
ever. to use only some 40-50 per cent, of 
its capacity; even then it would produce 
surpluses in some items, but not meet 
local needs in others Over the next five 
years, under the best cf managements, the 
loss would be Le 31m. Consumers could 
meet the loss, or the taxpayers. But that 
was not the object of industrialisation

ill plan the hand 
i Nov. 1969 and 
I parties will be 
few months, after 

angc 
Ouaj

Minister said, was the 
school fees could not be 
roads could not be improved

O Charges against Paramount Chief 
Madam Ella Koblo Gulama. one of the 16 
people accused of treason and misprison of 
treason, have been suspended because she 
is seriously ill. It is not known whether 
fresh charges will later be preferred against 
her. Madam Ella, a leading Paramount 
Chief, was a minister in Sir Albert Margai’s 
government, and was one of the most pro­
minent SLPP leaders.

non, hitherto carried out by the 
group GEMADA fGroupemcnt 
tcntionnaires du Dahomey). 
an Office Dahomden des 
Portuaircs, under the Ministry 

jort, to take 
Jays; it will receive dues 

operations. A com- 
nahsation decree was 

importance for the

Works and Transpc 
GEMADA in 30 da, 
paid from maintenance c 
muniquc' said the nations 
•• of the highest 
Dahomeyan economy ".

Four days later, on April 4, President 
Zinsou addressed a public meeting dealing 
with the economic and financial situation, 
and said, "We do not want to provoke 
anyone, we do not make war on anyone, but. 
whenever possible, the State will take charge 
of the administration of public services. We 
will make all nationalisations necessary in 
the national interest, following the example 
of General de Gaulle, who nationalised 
banks and insurance." Dahomey must get 
out of the ‘‘anti-economic” situation where 
it had had to rely on foreign budgetary aid.

the Prime Minister said that the 
"phase out" the railway had 
by the military regime and 

■ u.il loans had been made avail- 
J development on condition that 
should be phased out. it was 
to go back on the decision 

ncy to restore the railway 
.'. He himself felt that the 

had not been properly consulted, 
ic done.

EQUATORIAL GUINEA\
Evacuation of Spanish Civil Guards has 

been completed. The detachments in Santa 
Isabel were the List to leave, on April 6. 
Evacuation of Spanish civilians has also 
been completed, except for about 600— 
mainly planters and heads of timber con­
cerns—who have decided to stay, mainly in 
Fernando Po.

The Civil Guard garrison of 260 was kept 
in Equatorial Guinea under the agreement 
which gave the territory independence last 
October 12 The detachment in Rto Muni 
was reported to have intervened to protect 
Spaniards at the end of February during 
the first stage of the recent crisis, and 
President Macias' demand for their removal 
was continued thereafter throughout the 
subsequent internal political crisis, until 
agreement was reached on withdrawal after 

aniards wishing to go. 
igo’s wife, who was Camer- 
and previously married to 

Cameroon revolutionary 
is reported to have

Lumley Beach Hotel
No “white elephant" in West Africa is 

more famous than Cape Sierra Hotel, h 
at Lumley beach near Freetown under 
Margai Government as a tourist attract 
Ducngoll proposed construction of 
hotel, at a cost of Le. I Jm. No tenders 
were invited, and the National Construction 
Company got the job under “contractor­
finance " The hotel was completed in 
June 1967. but has never opened. It is too 
small. Mr Stevens said, to attract an 
international tour.st organisation, but the 
government cannot offer to extend it with­
out international support Nor did it offer 
a proper ranee of facilities even at its 
present size. To operate the hotel would 
be far too costly. The cost. Le. 1.400.000. 
payable in 7 years with interest, was being 
met by the government. Repayment would 
be finished in 1970. but the property would 
be worth only seme Lc Im They were 
doing all they could to interest international 
operators and were considering how to 
expand the hotel

It was Dizcngolf. too. whi
Proposal, in 1963. for the 
Cement Works. This was to on 
and it was claimed that the price < 
would therefore be reduced. In 

: price has soared. No alternative pr 
i Were considered, and in the end ^c 
' blent guaranteed expenditure of Lc. 
' The company was never a success and very 
? intricate new financial arrangements com-

O Fresh disturbances are reported from 
the Bonthc district and Port Loko, arising 
out of disputes over the conduct of local 
chiefs

departure of Spar
Atanasio Ndong 

ooman by birth a 
the assassinated ___
leader Felix Moumie, .. 
died after ill-treatment.

It is also rumoured that Dr. Atanasio 
Ndongo, the Foreign Minister, who led the 
rising in Bata according to the official 
account, has now died in prison. (A picture 
of him lying wounded outside the window 
of Government House in Bata, from which 
he jumped according to the official 
account, has been reproduced in News' 
week, whose correspondent says President 
Macias himself took the photograph His 
report casts doubt on the story of a coup 
attempt ) Senor Enrique Gori, vice- 
chairman of the provincial council of Fer­
nando Po, is also said to have died of 
gangrene after ill-treatment. Federico 
Ngcmo, who headed the general assembly 
before independence, is reported to have 
escaped from Santa Isabel to Spam.

Bonifacio Ondo Edu. who was prime 
minister of Equatorial Guinea during the 
self-government per od immediately before 
independence, is said to have died in prison 
in the violent react on following the alleged 
coup of March 5 in Bata. It is not known 
whether the report is true, nor whether 
Ondo Edu was arrested after that date or 
before it.

UPPER VOLTA
° Ihe military regime will 
over to civilians between F 
Nov 1970. and political r 
allowed to reorganise in a few monins. aner 
which will be possible to arrange elections.

an AFP report from Ouagadougoi 
"’port, quoting sources close to Brq 

la's regime, follows rumours tn.i 
army, which seized power on Jan. 3 

would stay in power until 1972. 
al parties' activity was suspended in 
1966 for four years, after clashes 

cn parties had followed a decision to 
them to reorganise.

CENTRAFRICA
° The tenth anniversary of the death of 
the abbe. Barthelcmy Boganda. first head 
of government of the Central African 
Republic, has been marked by a day of 
national mourning and recollection, as were 
previous anniversaries. It was on March 29. 
1959. that Boganda. who founded and led 
the nationalist party MESAN (Mouvc- 
ment pour 1'Evolution Socialc de 1'Afrique 
Noire) in the former Oubangui-Chari 
tory, was killed in an air crash while r 
ing to Bangui from Bcrbcrati in the

nutted the government further. An outside 
firm continued to draw management fees 
based on turnover, not profitability. The 
factory was in debt to the tunc of Lc. 1 Jm. 
The company was bankrupt, while the 
government would have to meet its debts. 
The price of cement continued to soar.

Another Dizcngoft project, continued Mr. 
Stevens, was Metal Assembly Limited. This 
was to produce metal doors and windows, 
a good idea i.i itself, but put into practice 
without investigation. Estimated costs soon 
rose, but those responsible insisted that the 
project was profitable. The Margai govern­
ment guaranteed promissory notes of 
Lc. 222,400. No tenders were sought, nor 
alterative schemes considered Operations 
began in August 1966. The company ' ' 
been unable to meet its obligations. Anr 
sales were some Lc. 120,000. instead of the 
estimated Lc. 720,000. Mounting annual 
losses and other liabilities meant that the 
government would have to find some 
Le. 500,000
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• A "delegation of solidarity 
Mauritanian government and 
party (PPM) has

prime minster of C®| 
Ic. Cdt Alfred Raoul, has u 
■cr.ch prime minister. M Coro
at his official residence in P.- 
met M. Yvon Bourges. SeM 
in charge of Cooperation ir 
,gh Commissioner for Frr.
Africa, based in BrazzniM

• National Youth Wee! 
have been held from 
which preparations 
scale larger than in 
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political bureau 
Party (PPT) 
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President Tubman has announ” 
the ministerial meeting and summit 
14-nation West African Regional Gr 
have been put off until towards the 

: year, at the , 
saking states. The ministerial 

to have been held in Mont.
. and the summit in OuagadoncNr 
(one reason for the postponed ■ 

.... current tension within the Senegal W 
States Organisation—OERS—arising h9 
Guinea's accusations against unspec-'- 
neighbours, which led to the cancellate 
an extraordinary summit of OERS echoic 
for Conakry on March 27.

of the Chad Pro- 
has spoken x>f 

mblic funds" and 
. .jnment. A communi- 

: Presidency has alleged thaft 
the family allowance service 

large sum. The political 
cultural

• Guinea's new Ambassador to the I 
M. Abdoulayc Tourd. has presented 
credentials to U Thant, he replaces M 
Achkar Marof, who was recalled in 
mysterious circumstances last autumn, and 
subsequently arrested for plotting against 
the regime.
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• The National Assembly has adopted 
laws related to the declaration of a state of 
emergency and a state of siege, as well as 
on the control of the import of “foreign 
political propaganda material ''

CONAKRY has described a 
meeting in Conakry at which 
soldiers, youth and women” 

• penalty for all plotters, 
similar demonstrations 
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: the March 21 
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s-seSs.’s'

rlsl„g [on?m„7 iX ■" ouinean broadcasts, 
have been urged to eschew senti- 

"““The"-n* “t: 
are 31 >m*nce ” (According to the corrc- 
intrans g f’thc French left-wing Combat, 

Co°" Kaman Diaby. who was she Depury 

y,may
31 Another broadcast cla,T.;

been training nfleme 
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daily Le Monde notes 
is from 1962-4 a profcssi

> centre for former Itarkt 
army who had fought f 

in Algeria. It subsequently 
i of the Mobilisation Centre

r T fa'acc histice to answer a charge of 
falsifying a signature; there had been no 
^arch of his person at the Palace. 
Nadour opened fire, says the communiqi 
no policeman drew a gun. and two fie 
tight policemen have been charged 
manslaughter and failure to bring help 
person m danger.

President Tombalbaye himself conducted 
■he funeral ol M Verges, who was killed on 
Feb. 6.

CONGO-K
Mobutu and de Gau

President Mobutu is holidaying in ; 
after paying visits to Greece, West Gen 
and France. In Pans he had hit 
meeting with President de Gaulle, of» 
he said that although he had not 
to Africa for 10 years, his understan 
of African problems was very good. P 
dent Mobutu also said at the end of 
visit “ there remain no misunderstand 
between our two countncs General 
Gaulle has laid special emphasis on 
Congo’s relations with its fcancoff 
neighbours. He indicated the am 
which a country as important as ours sb 
adopt He is right a thousand times 
is up to the Congo to prove its grealt 
to show that it is magnanimous.” 

been muted
France in

..cck. which was to 
1 April 4 to II. and for 
had been made on a 

i previous years has been 
>f the crisis.

© Portuguese Prime Minister Caetanod1 
visit the "Overseas Territories " of Po* 
guese Guinea. Angola and Mozambique 
will leave Lisbon on April 14 and return 
April 21 Former Premier Salazar no­
made the visit tn all his -thirty-six yan: 
office.

• The administrative council of the 
constituted Guinea Bauxite Company I 
held a meeting at Bokc at the end 
March. The Guinea Government, wl..... 
has a 49 per cent, interest in the company, 
was represented at the mcctting by M. 
Ismael Toure, Minister for the Economy. 
The international companies participating in 
the CBG arc Harvey Aluminium, Alcoa, 
Uginc-Kuhlmann, Pcchincy, Alcan Alu-

’ im, Vcrcinigte Aluminium, and Monte- 
Edison

up to the Congo to prove i
show that it is magnammoi

President Mobutu has 
pay an official visit to 
autumn
© The late President Kasavubu was p 
a State funeral in Minshasa and a dai 
mourning was declared Thousands 
people lined the streets for the funeral

O France and Congo-B have signed. 
agreement on French aid for‘five prop.’ 
including a study of forest resources m t 
Ouesso region, a hospital at .Mosses!’ 
and supply of material for measures ap-‘ 

vmajor disease.

-y into the murder of M. 
irges. Procurator of Chad, has 

ad from the Presidency. 
Its. says the murderer.

- (who committed 
act) was a recidivist 

Hibhc funds, and policemen 
1 searched him did not 

a gun when he went to

SENEGAL
th^cCrC WaLS a ,ul* In ,flc schools crisis over 

e taster break, as the schools and umver- 
M y were scheduled to be on holiday anyway, 
up to just before Easter the strike of Dakar 
ycees remained effective, with pupils ignor­

ing a plea from the parents' organisation 
to abandon the str? 
provinces, such as 
reportedly returned to work.
s«ty about 1.250 Senegalese 
on stake but some foreign 
reportedly attending lectures, 
on National Day (Apnl 4) Pre 
said that behind the agita 
circles should be seen 
version telcguided from 
reported fully m next wee 

The pro-government 
Senegalese businessmen 
COFEGES has issi 
the current stakes 
Senegal “every passing 
a conspiracy is attempting 
tion of national disorJ. 
which would favour all 
**“*•“ • which was t“ 

n.J] “a handful 
of ambition, whe 
operation that f 
statement appeak 
blinded by lying 

ia” to return tu . 
COFEGES members 

•ibvcrsivc 
Idren to sc 
JNIGES, a aval organisation of Sene­

galese businessmen set up after the May 
troubles last year and independent of the 
government (COFEGES was inspired by the 
government because it believed UNIGES 
was unsympathetic; various attempts to 
unite the two bodies have so far proved 
unsuccessful), has also issued a statement. 
This calls on the authorities to work 
unceasingly for a dialogue between "pupils, 
parents, workers and businessmen” with the 
"rcatcst understanding. The organisation 

rs all resources at its disposal to help 
resolve the schools crisis.

© The funds of the Union of Co4'* 
African States (UEAC) which have N1' 
blocked in banks in Central Afn-> 
Republic (CAR) following that counth' 
withdrawal from the grouping, have N1’’ 
freed. M. Abdoul Boukar. UEAC’s Chad'1’ 
Secretary-General, making the annotfl'* 
ment in Kinshasa, said that the LIE** 
building in Bangui had been put at 
disposal of UDEAC, the grouping wk* 
CAR rejoined.

of 
as 

ing 
ol 

ir confirms that 
to create a situa- 

'. even of
itngu 
:ast,

the parents' organisation 
trike. Some schools in the 

the lycfe at Louga. has 
' At the univer­

students were 
:ign students were 

>. In a speech 
, . resident Senghor 

nation in educational 
’an attempt at sub- 
a abroad" (speech 
sck’s issue).

organisation < 
known 

sued a statement sayir 
threaten the future < 

hout 
■ting to 
irdcr, c 

intrigues".
broadcast, linked 

ul of anti-nationali 
who are trying to restart 

■ut failed in May 1968." 
—led to students “doubt­
lying anti-national propa- 
to their studies, and called 

to boycott the 
movement" by taking their 

school themselves.
a aval orgar 

nessmen set up 
>t year and indeper 
(COFEGES was ins

belie 
irious
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mi

Lagos 
nuahia

Muhamr

long 
time.

of

dateline Africa
Federal Forces 
Near Umuahia

yam
Federal 

tarvation
‘•er indications that what we 
sing is a major push.

last January Bng.idic 
irmy Chief of Staff, I 

the fit

ier Has- 
for the 

field—at

on April v 
three pcop._ 

At the ■ 
Information

zi woman shows her store of 
Ahakahki. which was a cen re 
storage when it was captured by 
forces last year, and escaped the sti 
which hit much of the war zone

many troops 
the rccapti

believed they 
after besiegir 
for several • 
moving of troops

Federal advance 
oops were rallied 
-iro'r report says 
>iis “only seven

iuurs I 
t their land- 
ith a squeal 

urcraft brought 
lat the hold-up 

■* after some 
□ad been told 
is airlift was 
the end of

At the time of goint 
Biafrans were claiming a«i 
Uzuakoli, towards Ovim 
in the Owcrri area, v 
Gabon • 
of chik 
people I 
week, 
allowed 
reported 
Nigerian

,Jng to press, the 
g advances north of 
im, and some gains 

ik vwern area, while reports from 
n suggested that no general evacuation 
uldrcn to that country, or of other 

from Umuahia, had started by this
But correspondents were now 

I on to the Federal side, and 
that Uzuakoli was firmly in 

Nigerian hands (there had been a bnef 
and unsuccessful counter attack), while field 
guns were being moved up to shell 
Umuahia. There were Biafran ambushes 
reported behind the Federal front lines. The 
Biafrans were now reported to be gathering 
forces at Nkwcrrc.
A correspondent writes;

Nobody, not even the most ebullient 
Federal spokesman, could any longer refer 
to any Federal attack as “the last push." But 
Biafra has now shrunk to an area some 100 
miles long and 40 miles wide, so the present 
attack ought to qualify for the title Public 
expectations in Nigeria are insistent, sup­
plies. even of ammunition, have been built 
up in the months of relative inactivity. There 
is some evidence that there has been a fall­
ing off in French supplies of arms to Biafra. 
although the food situation is better.

Moreover, whatever the truth of allega­
tions that the soldiers arc not as keen on a 
quick finish as the civilians arc. the three 
Federal divisions cannot be expected 
indefinitely to put up with persistent Biafran 
harassment

There arc other 
arc now witnessin

For example, last January 
san Katsina. Army Chief of Staf 
first time held a conference in th« 
Benin—with the three divisional comman­
ders. It was widely assumed that the con­
ference planned a strategy for the final push 
—perhaps cutting Biafra in two by the join­
ing of the First and Third Nigeria Divisions, 
while the Second, the least effective, pinned 
down Biafran forces in the West. In such 
a strategy the actual taking of the Biafran 
capital of Umuahia would be less impc 
tant than cutting Umuahia off from the bu 
airfield at Uli, to the West. In any case t 
taking of Umuahia, apart from any military 
consideration, might mc.-vn serious civilian 
casualties of the kind which General Gowon 
has been anxious to avoid. It is possible, 
too, that the Biafran administration, the real 
object of Federal attention, is moving to 
Orlu, which is much nearer the Uli airstrip, 
leaving Umuahia with its throngs of civilians 
as an “open city”.

The Benin confer 
ded that co-ordination 
divisions, minimal at 
greatly improved—a dec 
the participants have after 
out completely, may have < 

Another clue to Federal 
position of Owerri, which has been for man) 
weeks under heavy Biafran attack, with tu> 
Federal garrison sometimes 
encircled. But Colonel Adckunlc, tl 
Division Commander, has evidently not been 
prepared to divert to the relief of Owerri 
the necessary troops, since that would divert 
them from the attempt to link his division 
with the First Division to the North. The 
Biafrans, on the other hand, may well have 
exhausted their strength, at any rate in sup­
plies, through their constant harassment of 
Federal forces in recent months and particu­
larly by the Owerri operation.
• There was some doubt at the time of 
going to press about the coming meeting

irencc also probably deci- 
•-’ion among the three 

t the time, must be 
icision which, because 

:mptcd to carry it 
delayed things, 

intention is the he had
iiany Federal Gove 
a the for uncondi

virtually (though it 
the Third Nigerian unit) 

guarantees to i 
offer more; a 
supplies for __ ____
all possible means to imp< 
air raids, he spoke to General 
House’s concern at raids on cr 
he accepted General Go\._. 
to avoid these, but had < 
about the adequacy of cont 
people involved in air operations.
• In Ibadan, the Nigerian Tribune repor­
ted that Mr. Lateef Jakande. its managing

mittec's. But President Ahidjo of Cameroon 
was due to visit Liberia from April 9 to II 
for talks with President Tubman (both are 
members of the Committee), and it was 
reported that President Mobutu intends to 
go to Monrovia afterwards.

According to an AFP report. Mr. Wilson 
and President Hamani Dion discussed the 
possibility of Col. Ojukwu and Gen. Gowon 
meeting m Monrovia during the OAU 
Committee’s meeting. The same report says 
President Houphouct-Boigny of Ivory Coast 

por- might be invited and might bring Col. 
>usy Ojukwu with him in his own aircraft. There 
the is no confirmation of any of these theories. 

Mr. Wilson suggested in answer to a 
Commons question on his return that new 
attempts to arrange a meeting with Col. 
Ojukwu should involve direct communica­
tion with him. and he (Wifcon) thought the 
best place would be the Monrovia meeting. 
He said he had put President Tubman in 
the picture, and added this meeting would 
be best “to carry on what was said by Gen. 
Gowon". (In Addis Ababa he met the 
OAU Secretary, Gen. M. Diallo Tclli; an 
OAJJ statement on their talks dealt mainly 
with Rhodesia but mentioned Nigeria.

Wilson told the House of Commons 
■ . — rccc*vcd assurance from the 

ivernment that it was prepared 
Jitional talks on a settlement 
will accept nothing less than 

ty; that it stands by its 
the I bos and is prepared to 

and that it would facilitate relief 
r war areas and would consider 

jort them. On the 
.1 Gowon of the 
civilians: he said 

iwon’s determination 
expressed doubts 

itrol and of some

jDIAFRAN evacuation of Umuahia began 
" about April 4 in face of the Federal 
attack, said a report in the French paper Le 
Figaro, adding that many children were 
being taken to the Uli airstrip for evalua­
tion and an order for evacuation of the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Umuahia had 
been given in the next few days further 
Federal advances were reported A bulletin 
issued in Lagos on April X said the railway 
centre of Nzu. a mile south of Uzuakoh on 
the road to the Biafran headquarters town, 
had been captured by Federal forces, and 
the advance ol the First Division southwards 
from Alikpo and Okigwi was progressing 
“very satisfactorily." It was suggested the 
Federal forces were advancing towards 
Bcndc (cast of Umuahia) and moving to cut 
off Umuahia from Orlu. rather than moving 
on Umuahia.

Earlier the Biafrans had claimed to have 
recaptured Uzuakoli. this was quickly denied 
in Lagos (where the BBC was criticised for 
reporting the Biafran claim on April 5) 
The Federal capture of Uzuakoh had been 
claimed on April 2

Four Federal jet aircraft raided Umudikc. 
an administrative centre five miles cast of 
Umuahia, on April 8, according to Biafran 
sources: three people were killed and 21 
wounded. At the same time Dr. Eke, 
Biafran Information Commissioner, dis­
missed reports that Umuahia was being 
evacuated The capture of Nzu. it was 
claimed in Nigeria, put Umuahia within 
range of Federal artillery bombardment, 
which was said to have started. Lagos 
reports spoke of people fleeing Umuahia 
and children being flown to Gabon.

Col. Muhammadu Shuwa, commander 
of First Division, said Umuahia was not 

irtant; what mattered was to take the
1 split the rebel forces. It 

that the Biafran head­
move to Orlu, 36 miles

Jmuahia.
report said deliveries of 

trip had increased 
d for most of one
the paper’s corrcs- 

In three hours I saw

of the OAU Consultative Commute. 
Nigeria, due to be held in MonroyifC 
April 17-18. After the downfall ot l>enc\ 
Ankrah. chairman of the Ghana M < and* 
a member of the Committee, it was uncer­
tain what the Ghanaian altitude to the 
meeting would be. in view of General 
Ankrah’s own personal involvement in vari­
ous peace efforts, including the OAU Com-

un por 
Uli airstrip and 
was suggested 
quarters might 
north-west of Ur 

Le Figaro's : 
supplies to Uli airstr 
recently Having waited 
night on the runway, the paper’s 
pondent reported "In three hours 
some 40 four-engined planes put 
ing lights on briefly and land wit 
of brakes." Though many ai 
relief supplies, he was told th: 
of military supplies had ended, a 
French-speaking "observers " had 
in Biafra that unless the arms 
.resumed soon it would be ... __
Biafra. But he reported Biafran authorities 
he had met previously, "barely concealed 
their anger with Paris ’’.

This same report, and others, say that 
the Biofrans moved many troops from 
Umuahia to Owcm for the recapture of 
the city, which they believed they could 
certainly bring about, after besieging the 
Federal garrison here for several weeks; 
but then, when the 
became known, the new 
on Umuahia began, and trooj 
Io defend Umuahia (Lc Figar 
they stopped the Nigerians 
miles from the town ").
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• The report of Mr. Justice Ayoola’scot 
mission of enquiry into the Western Su 
tax riots has been presented to Brig, M 
bayo. Governor of the State.

Jakande is a prominent Lagos mem- 
the former Action Group, gaoled with 

‘ wolowo and Enahoro, and is head 
>hn West publishing group.

Commission
Alhaji Dr. Abu-
O. Atuona, and

O An Easter dance is being held at b 
Africa Centre. King Street, on Saturdn 
April 12. by the newly formed All-Afrc: 
Women’s Association, in aid of the Co" 
monwcalth Students’ Children’s Society

LONDON
O Two British reporters who have covert, 
the Nigerian war, particularly from the IL 
fran side, in the past few months to’ 
received IPC awards Walter Partingtonr 
the Daily Express was named Intematitti 
Reporter of the Year and Michael Lcaptrr 
of The Sun as Campaigning Journalist a 
the Year.

NORTHERN ROUTE
S<D'AKAR^POR^GENTIL^NGE^ & BORDEAUX TO PORTS WITHIN
NORTHBOUND: PORT^GENTIL/DAKAR RANGE TO SCANDINAVIA

SOUTHERN ROUTE
SOUTHBOUND: SCANDINAVIA—ANTWERP—BORDEAUX

TO POINTE NOIRE/LOBITO RANGE
CONGO/ANGOLA. POINTE NOIRE. SAO THOME,

PRINCIPE TO CONTINENT & SCANDINAVIA

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION APPLY:—
LONDON—J. E. HYDE & CO., 27, Lcadenhall Street, E.C.3

Tel: 01-481 2040
ANTWERP—COMPT. ALEX M. PETERSEN S.A., 15 Klippcrstraat

BORDEAUX—STE D'EXPLOITATION DE L'AGENCE S.W.A.L
24 Cours Xavier Arnozan. Tel: 521304

and friendly relations 
id Nigeria ” As far 

war was concerned, the attitude of 
ihomcy Government and his own 
: were known. He said: “I have 

affirmed that we are against 
I have also affirmed that, while 

r the integrity of Nigeria, we are 
ic time against war.”

director, has been detained by police. (The 
newspaper has called for a return to civilian 
rule.) It said Mr. Jakande (sole African 
member of the International Press Institute 
executive), was detained by Lagos police on 
April 2 and taken to an unknown destina­
tion at the weekend.

Mr.
bcr of . .. . 
Chiefs Awe 
of the Joi

• The Nigerian Federal leadc 
Yakubu Gowon. is to marry or 
next week the nurse to whom I 
his engagement six months ago. 
Victoria Zakari. daughter of a 
servant in Northern Nigeria.

• The USSR is reported to have asked 
the Federal Government for permission to 
open consulates in the 11 states of the

Corporations 
Commission
© The Federal Government has csta 
a Statutory Corporations Service 
mission with effect from April 1. 
Nathaniel Ade Martins, formerly Nigc 
Ambassador to Guinea. Liberia and 
USA, has been appointed Chairman 
Commission is one result of the Ani Report, 
which also recommended salary cuts on 
public corporations, and whose proposals 
all took force on April 1.

Other members of the 
Chief Titus O. Ejiwunmi. 
bakar Imam, Mr. Joseph

• Both Gen. Gowon and Col. Ojukwu 
have sent messages of good wishes to Brig. 
Afrifa, the new chairman of the Ghana 
National Liberation Council. Col. Ojukwu’s 
said Biafra counted on outside support for 
its right to self-determination.

• A 30-ycar-old Martmiquaisc, Mlle. 
Francine Lecomte, burnt herself to death 
last Sunday in Avenue Kleber, near the 
Nigerian Embassy, in Paris. Newspaper 
cuttings about Biafra were found on her 
body, and it was thought she was protesting 
about the Nigerian war. She had a psychia­
tric record, and. according to her family’, 
had been very preoccupied with Biafra.
• The US Government has made a 
diplomatic protest to the Federal Govern­
ment against reported bombing of civilians 
in Biafra.° President Zinsou of Dahomey, at a 

mass meeting in Porto Novo, said that, 
since the “agitation" which recently 
occurred was connected with difficulties on 
the Dahomean-Nigcrian border, a 
these difficulties followed the cstat 
of the Red Cross airlift to Biafra from 
Cotonou. “I wish people to know that as 
long as I remain the Supreme Head of this 
country nothing will be done ... to com­
promise the brotherly and 
between Dahomey and h 
as the war was conccrncc 
the Dahomey Govemme' 
attitude were known. L. 
always affirmed that ’ 
secession. ' ‘ 
we arc for 
at the same

O The Adebiyi tribunal, probing the asu 
of six LEBD officers, has adjourned for th 
Easter holidays and has now resumed. Bek 
it adjourned, it heard evidence of the » 
time deputy chairman of the board. M 
Ben Sutherland. (The report in last 
issue that this tribunal had completed t 
hearings was incorrect.)

Mr. Felix A. Ogisi. All arc appointed I 
three years.

There were many union prot 
the salary cuts ordered by the Gove* 
in accordance with the Am report, > 
the bodies affected are the Railway 
poration, the Ports Authority, the I 
casting Corporation and the National Sb; 
ping Line.

Alhaji Musa Daggash has been appoint 
Chairman of the Corporation’s Slandn 
Tenders Board, also for three years.
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'International' people bank with

STANDARD BANK OF WEST AFRICA LTD

The Bank that builds Business

Business today is international. And business 
men need to be internationally-minded. That's 
why it is so important that the Bank you deal 
through operates on an international basis, too.

S.B W.A. is just such a Bank. As part of the 
Standard Bank Group, S B.W.A. and its cus­
tomers can call upon the services of a network of 
1,200 Branches in 17 African countries as well

as Offices in the U.K.. America, Europe and the 
Far East. These Branches and Offices are there to 
serve you and your business interests. A friendly 
Bank in a country which may be quite unknown 
to you is a safeguard and a support.

So let S.B.W.A. give you the benefit of its 
international connections; just ask the manager 
of your local branch for details.

TUP ^TflNIlflnn RANK * S,B W-A- a^so ^as unique facilities for fostering international business througn in 
inLOIHHUHDUDHIlIX c/ose connections wjth Chase Manhattan Bank NJ\. of New York, and the Midland.

National Provincial and Westminster Banks of London, who are now associated with
_____J the Group through their important shareholdings in Standard Bank Limited.
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the fun of going E.D. never gets old!

1

• HAVE YOU WE® TOUR
: RETURN WWE VET?

MHHEBEBBI!

SEAFARUE.D.
and steal the scene
Rendezvous with the right people between W.A. and the U.K. Enjoy the nol-to-be- 
missed-fun at sea with Elder Dempster.
Each day will bring a new pleasure; fine cuisine, first-rate entertainment and sport, 
dancing, swimming in the sun-deck pool, sun-bathe, rnoon-bulhc. glow in the magic 

of a tropical evening at sea Let your spirits sparkle; 
enjoy yourself! It's all tn the price of your ticket.

—**1 Go E.D. say good-bye to that fcnccd-in feeling this year
and really put fun into travel.

JZp®
____ (

lEE)
ELDER DEMPSTER LINES

HEAD OFFICE: INDIA BUILDINGS, WATER STREET, LIVERPOOL, L2 ORE 
AGENTS THROUGHOUT WEST AFRICA.

Reentered at the G.P.O. u a'newipaper.


