3y

¥
&
€

. /,,

- $24bn te N/Delta

il

Interest
rate: CBN
threatens to
sanction
banks

Chief executives of
banks that hike
interest rates
beyond the approved
maximum will
henceforth be
suspended, Central
Bank of Nigeria
Governor Charles
Soludo has said.
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he Federal Government has
Tfound that $150 million of the

bribe money taken by Nigeri-
ans from a subsidiary of the Ameri-
| can energy company Halliburton was
/| lodged in Swiss banks, Attorney-
| General of the Federation Mr. Michael
3

| Aondoakaa has said.

The Minister of Justice, who said
| this while fielding questions from

L By AbdulFattah Olajide

State House correspondents yester-
day in Abuja, added that the names
of the owners of thé Swiss accounts
where the bribes were lodged were
yet to be ascertained.

About $180 million was paid out
as bribe to some top Nigerian gov-
ernment officials through a subsid-

& Root (KBR), to facilitate the
award of the $6 billion LNG con-
tracts between 1994 and 2004.

KBR admitted at a court in
Houston, US, in February to pay-
ing bribes to secure four contracts
for a KBR joint venture to build and
expand the Bonny Island liquefied
natural gas terminal.

clude allegations that senior execu-
tives met with “three successive
holders of a top-level office in the
executive branch of the government
of Nigeria” and negotiated the
amount of bribes to be paid.
The period covered by the
charges fall under the administra
Cont. on Pg. 5
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! Lagos State High Court yesterday sen
A:nced Aminu Mohammed and Lateef
hofolahan to 28 years and 31 years in
| prison for the attempted murder of the late
Afenifere leader, Senator Abraham Adesanya.
Mohammed (alias Katako), driver to
Mohammed Abacha, and Shofolahan, a per-
sonal aide to late Kudirat Abiola, were arraigned
/| by the Lagos State Government on a two-count
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/| The chaotic traffic situation at Mile 2 area of Lagos after an early morning rain yesterday.

charge of conspiracy and attempted murder of
Adesanya.

The State Government said that the crime took
place at the Sura Market in Lagos Island in Feb-
ruary 1997.

Delivering judgment, Justice Olusola Williams
held that she found the accused persons guilty
on both counts, stressing that “there was indeed
an attempt to kill Adesanya.”

Photo: NAN

Adesanya: Abacha’s driver gets 28 years’ jail term

“I find Mohammed and Shofolahan guilty.
They were part and parcel of the team that shot at
Adesanya. It is a pity that Mohammed, who is in
the Armed Forces and is sustained with taxpayers’
money will be involved in endangering the life of a
citizen.

“As for Shofolahan, he eroded his conscience
just like Judas Iscariot.

Cont. on Pg. 5
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«fead an economic summit on the

Fashola advises Obama on Africa

Aised the President of the United States Mir Barack Obama

Daily Trust, Thursday, April 9, 2009

e S Nigeria loses $24b to N/Delta unrest

commission a better study of the African situation ot | Nigcﬁa’s unrest could
continent to enable him have a worsen after the coun-
A try lost at least $23.7
billion to oil theft and sabotage
in the first nine months of 2008,
apresidential committee report
says.

Ledum Mitee, chairman of
the committee, said the figure
shows that “if we were to buy
peace, we would be spending
less than what we are losing in.
the.crisis.”

clear

Niger Delta Technical Commit-
tee, which was seen by Dow
Jones, said attacks on installa-
tions resulted “in shutdowns

Madueke,

The November report by the

From left: Minister of Interir G
Minister of State for Niger Delta Affairs
Afumogobia at the Federal Executive

and spillages with consequent
losses in revenue estimated at
about $20.7 billion.”

The estimates uses an aver-
age 0f 700,000 barrels aday lost
during the months from Janu-
ary to September multiplied by
eachmonth’s average Nigerian
crude price.

The report added that “this
amount [of $20.7 billion] is ex-
clusive of another estimated $3
billion lost to oil bunkering
[theft] over the first seven
months of this year alone.”

Mitee, who is a political
leader in the Niger Delta’s
Ogoniland, confirmed the num-

S

o

enral Godwin Abbe, Minister of
Elder Peter Orubebe and Minister of State
Council meeting at State House,

bers disclosed in the report.

The report also said that
“there are unaccounted costs
in human misery, with about
1,000 persons killed within the
same period and another 300
taken as hostages.”

The committee was set up
on December 1 under the aus-
pices of President Umaru
Yar’adua to resolve the crisis
of the Niger Delta but hasn’t
been made public.

Militants’ attacks and crude
theft since 2006 have kept more
than 500,000 barrels aday shut
down in Nigeria, which is vy-
ing with Angola for the title of
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Mines and Stéel

Abuja, yesterday.

Development Mrs. Diezani Allison-

Africa’s top oil producer.
The report proposes an am-
nesty for militants if they are
willing to disarm and said the
committee’s work had at-
tracted interest from militants
and communities. :

But “judging by the level of

we perceive, we share the
views ofthose who believe that
there is a looming danger that
the present Niger Delta crisis
could easily escalate,” the re-
port said.

Based on the numbers dis-
closed, “the cost of failure is
too enormous to contem-
plate,” the report added.-

for Petroleum Mr. Odein
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e Federal Government
moved yesterday to
completely run corrupt
politicians and civil servants,
fraudsters, money launderers,
and other financial crimes per-

ors out of business, as
the Federal Executive Council
(FEC)approved a bill stipulat-
ing the confiscation of assets
acquired with questionable
_wealth by individuals or cor-

FEC approves assets

rByAbdulFatmh 0|ajide4|

porate bodies. -

Briefing newsmen after the
FEC meeting, the Minister of
Information and Communica-
tion, Professor Dora Akunyili,
said the bill, known as the Non-
Convicted-Based Forfeiture of
Proceeds of Unlawful Activity
Bill 2009, would soon be for-
warded to the National Assem-

bly. She said the bill, submit-
ted to the council by the Min-
ister of Justice and Attorney-
General of the Federation, Mr.
Mike Aondoakaa, would make
convicts and suspects of finan-
cial crimes forfeit all the prop-
erties and assets linked to the
of the criminal activi-

ties to the Federal Government.
A copy ofthe draft bill circu-
lated to newsmen however

nder the guise of ma-
ternity clinic, a place in
the suburb of Port
Harcourt in Rivers State is cur-
rently allegedly doing brisk
business of dispossessing in-
nocent mothers of their new
born babies for unknown pur-
poses.
The Mothercare Hospital at
Rumuokwurushi village in

area was deserted and under
lock and key the three times
Daily Trust visited the pre-
mises. Checks revealed that
the owner of the clinic is a
woman whose identity could
not be ascertained.

The bubble burst on what
goes on inside the often- de-
serted building when the
owner of the clinic told one
Jennifer, a 16- year old who
had been delivered of a
baby boy (Chiemelem) in the
hospital that her baby,
whom she gave birth to
i e alive, had died.

COMMISSIONET 10F SPREEE B T Jennifer, who was admitted
other igvﬁs-payabk by the women. (NAN) ' to the hospital when she was
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Obia Akpor local government -

From Muhammad Bello,
Port Harcourt

in labour amonth ago, said she
could not believe it. She raised
alarm that her baby was alive
and must be made available to
her.

According to her, “when I
visited her at her home near
Rumuokwurushi Community
Secondary School, at the time
she was told of the demise of
her baby and demanded that
it must be produced, arelative
ofhers who introduced her to
the hospital pleaded with her
not to create a scene”.

Instead, according to Jen-
nifer, the relative wanted her
to agree to sell the baby for
N100,000 to the owner of the
hospital. But she refused and
insisted that her child must be
given to her. Eventually, she
‘reported the case to the po-
lice. The police, she narrated,
directed the proprietor of the
hospital to return the baby to
her. She added that the police
were not pleased with the pedi-

Police investigate sale of babies in hospital |

gree of the alleged baby re-
tailer on whom they had been

getting similar reports of miss-

ing babies.

Rivers state police spokes-
person, Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police, Rita Inoma-Ab-
bey corroborated Jennifer’s
allegation. She said the police
were aware that the hospital
exists and operates 24 hours
daily. She also said, “the po-
lice is not relenting in its ef-
forts to get to the roots of the
matter. After the preliminary in-
vestigation carried out at the
divisional level, the case has
been transferred to Port
Harcourt Area Command for
further investigation.

On the part of Jennifer, the
teen mother who is busy nurs-
ing her baby alone since its
father abandoned them long
ago, she said she has been
advised by her family members
not to pursue the case to its
logical conclusion since the
outcome may indict her rela-
tive, who ab initio mooted the
idea of selling it off.

forfeiture bill

states that the forfeiture of
such properties would depend
on the court granting the in-
terim order given the requisite
notice or publication.
According to her, “the bill
which is in consonance with
the provisions of United Na-
tions Convention Against Cor-
ruption (UNCAC) which the,
nation is a signatory to if

passed is to compliment the',

conviction based assets forfei-
ture law. It is also to compli-
ment the system of post con-

pletes a comprehensive ap-
proach to asset recovery and
repatriation.”

Section 13 subsection 1,2.~
and 4 of the draft bill st

“where any property has?>
to the notice of the Comm=
(Economicand Financi(*$
Commission) to be i and
sion of any other pe’d* 4
corporate or financiaP™™M&
or any property in ' (°
of any person, body St
or financial institutior
reasonably suspect . ld
orinstrumet
some unlawful actig
Court shall, unless it v
be in the interests c1>
upon application maxg
Commission, or any ¢
son authorized by it gk
isfied onabalanceof ;
ties that the proceed_
mentalities ofmlla";lerhgs
are derived or lik. "

" ment of Niger”

viction confiscation and com- -
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