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PREFACE

This is the third in a series of publications providing detailed analysis
and enlightened opinion on the latest developments in the current
effort of the Federal Military Government to preserve the political
unity and territorial integrity of Nigeria.

Since the Federal Military Government took up Ojukwu's ill-
advised challenge to a military confrontation, the Federal forces have
made steady progress towards Enugu, the rebel capital, and the conflict
has taken a number of dramatic turns and assumed new dimensions.
The Federal troops have quickly demonstrated their superiority over
Ojukwu's rabble army by capturing town after town in the rebel-held
areas, including the important University town of Nsukka and Bonny
at the entrance to the oil-port of Port Harcotirt.
The rebels, in panic, have resorted to a number of desperate actions.

These include the callous bombing of civilian centres, especially
defenceless villages in the North and the capital city of Lagos. And to
crown their perfidy Ojukwu and his clique instigated their fellow Ibo
army officers in the Mid-West State to stage a treacherous coup which
allowed the rebels to infiltrate into the state. All these have forced the
Federal Government to upgrade the operation from a mere police
action to a full scale war against the rebel clique.
The situation has been further complicated by the not-too-subtle

intervention of certain Western powers in a conflict which is strictly an
internal affair of Nigeria. These countries have tried to put obstacles
in the way of the Federal Military Government while providing
necessary facilities for the rebels to procure sophisticated weapons.
In addition, the Western Press and Radio have confused the issues
involved and, wittingly or unwittingly, aided the rebels by their biased
reporting and comments on the crisis facing Nigeria.

All these have aroused emotions and provoked extensive discussion
among Nigerians of aU works of life. Their feelings on these latest
developments in the Nigerian crisis are accurately reflected in these



talks which were originally broadcast over the network of the Nigerian
Broadcasting Corporation. The News Talks were written by university
lecturers, lawyers, journalists and other leaders of opinion from all
over Nigeria.

Federal Ministry of Information,
Independence House,
La^s.
September, 1967.
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THE OTHER ENEMIES OF NIGERIA

By

John Jgbozue

A friend in need is a friend indeed. A more suitable adage can hardly
be found for measuring the depth of the perfidy of some of Nigeria's
so-called friends in the current situation.

Foremost on the list of those who want Nigeria divided is the Nnewi
clique led by Ojukwu. It is clear that without a group of misguided
fellow-travellers encouraging him, the rebel leader alone could not have
single-handedly embarked upon his hopeless gamble. Prominent
among these fifth-columnists are the fugitives from justice. These men
are afraid to come to Lagos and account for their stewardship during
the last civilian government. And in Ojukwu's Biafra they have found
a haven and an opportunity for a future as d^picable as their past.
But justice will soon catch up with them. So much for these internal
enemies of Nigeria.

However, if certain external forces had not continued to aid and abet
the Enugu rebels, the current crisis might not have assumed its present
proportion. While the friends of Nigeria are standing up to be counted
daily, it is necessary to pinpoint the secret enemies for the people to
know.

While it is usually believed that old friends are better than new,
a tragic irony has developed from the present situation in Nigeria.
Some of the old friends of Nigeria are not only deserting and playing
the double game, others have even jumped on the badwagon of our
identified enemies in Enugu.
High on the list of such external enemies of Nigeria are some com

mercial bodies, a number of which are within our gates. They were
allowed to exploit the natural and other resources of the land for their
benefit and that of all the people of Nigeria; but now that they sense a
rift in the nation, they are prepared to exploit it for their sole benefit.
They believe that a house divided against itself will fall; Nigeria,

on the other hand, continued to show the will to remain united. This



roused their anger and these enemies of Nigerian progress and strength
resorted to precipitate action. They think they are so economically
entrenched within our gates that they can force our hands against
our will.

Like their new-found god in Enugu, these enemies of a strong
Nigerian economy have adopted some dirty tricks lately. Now they
plead duress for their abuse of trust. But their precipitate move to pay
royalties to Ojukwu and his gang was deliberate, and premature by at
least 21 days. There has not been a scrap of evidence, physical or
otherwise, of their having been forced to take such a step. Therefore,
their reasons, if any, are weak, untenable and unfounded; they have
failed to prove their case. Nigeria, however, knows how the minds of
these economic exploiters are working. These enemies are resolved to
deal with a weak and heavily indebted illegal regime in Enugu because
they are afraid of the great potential of a strong Nigeria with a highly
diversified economy.
Now that these economic conspirators have exposed their dishonesty

and breach of trust themselves, they ^ould not blame anyone for
whatever comes next. Of course, now that they have unilaterally
abrogated their agreement with Nigeria they will have no alternative
but to operate within the ambit of laws autonomously determined by
Nigeria. We promise them that the genius of Nigeria and the will of
the people will outwit every subterfuge they devise in future. So much
for the economic marauders with whom the Enugu rebels are now in
league to pillage the land of their birth.

Gradually, African nations have come to realize that where interna
tional economic conspiracy emerges, diplomatic intimidation follows.
This pattern is repeating itself in the Nigeria crisis. But conscious of
Nigeria's tremendous influence in Africa and her world-wide goodwill,
these diplomatic gangsters are afraid to confront the country with
their customary threats. Prominent among these diplomatic black
mailers are some Western Powers. They have been hiding behind the
cloak of non-intervention while trying to use some African states to do
their dirty work for them. As the Spanish Civil War of barely a genera
tion ago has shown, 'non-intervention' is a policy of helping rebels and
traitors against their fatherland.

Nigeria regards it as the height of hypocrisy to recognize a govern
ment as the legal authority in a territory and deny it assistance to assert
that authority. If it is not aggression, it is more than subversion to use
third powers to supply lethal weapons to the Enugu rebels.
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These self-proclaimed 'friends' of Nigeria and lovers of Africa have

been unmasked at this hour of our dire need. Any African state that
allotvs itself to be used as tools will only be promoting its own future
disintegration. This is the lesson that the rest of Black Africa must learn.

As for our friends who have chosen to decamp by word or action, they
will have only themselves to blame for the destruction of our traditional
friendship. They have undermined Nigeria's faith in them.

Fortunately, the vast majority of the international community still
stand by Nigeria in this hour of crisis. And surprisingly enough, at
the front rank of these friends are those countries that Nigeria had in
the past been advised to regard as enemies. But, at least, Nigeria knows
her real friends, and the enemies of an economically strong and polit
ically united Nigeria who have been posing as friends can be identified.
As a result of this discovery, self-interest demands that we deal

seriously with our other enemies after crushing the Enugu rebels.



OPERATIONAL CODE OF CONDUCT FOR

THE NIGERIAN ARMED FORCES

By

John Kumolu

Successful military campaigns do not rest only on the forceful occupa
tion of the territory of your opponent. The manner in which the
operation is conducted will also alfect the victor's stand with the local
population.
When Napoleon Bonarparte's Liberation Army freed Europe from

the clutches of despotic rulers a few centuries ago they were warmly
received everywhere. But as soon as these same troops misbehaved
themselves in these occupied territories they fired the spirit of revolt
in the common people. The war against Napoleon by those different
countries in the continent resulted in the creation of the modem

European nation States.
Though the current war in Nigeria has become inevitable, the

Federal Government on its part is resolved to see that it is humanely
and justly conducted. Obviously, the government is determined to see
that much of normal life is preserved in the Eastern States at the
completion of this task. Efforts are being made to reduce any disruption
that might result to the barest minimum.
This is necessary for many reasons foremost among which is the fact

that the operation is against a band of misguided Nigerians and not
against an enemy country. Moreover, if much destruction is perpetrated
on the Eastern States, the burden of reconstruction would be too hard
for the ordinary people to bear along with what they had been enduring
under Ojukwu's dictatorship.
Every Federal soldier carries with him now on the battle field an

operational code of conduct. This is a clear documernary evidence of
the Federal Government's determination to see that im soldiers confine

themselves only to those activities that are necessary to the successful
completion of their job. The Code, personally signed by the Commander-
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in-Chief, Major-General Gowon, himself, specifically directs every
officer and soldier of the Nigerian Armed Forces to observe the following
rules:

(t) under no circumstances must pregnant women be ill-
treated or killed;

(k) children must not be molested or kiUed. They will be
protected and cared for;

(m) youths and school children must not be attacked unless
they are engaged in open hostility against Federal Govern
ment Forces. They should be given all protection and
care;

(iv) hospitals, hospital staff and patients should not be tam
pered with or molested;

(t>) soldiers who surrender will not be killed. They are to be
disarmed and treated as prisoners of war. They are entitled
in all circumstances to humane treatment and respect for
their person and honour;

(vi) no property, building, etc. will be destroyed maliciously;
(vii) churches and mosques must not be desecrated;
(fm) no looting of any kind; a good soldier never loots;
{ix) women will be protected against any attack on their person,

honour and in particular against rape or any form of indecent
assault;

(;r) male civilians who are hostile to the Federal forces are to be
dealt with firmly but fairly. They must be humanely treated,

(xf) all military and civilians wounded will be given nece^ry
medical attention and care. They must be respected and
protected in all circumstances and;

(xii) foreign nationals on legitimate business will not be molested
but mercenaries will not be spared; they are the worst
enemies.

It is clear that the Commander-in-Chief and his advisers consider
their present task as a call to duty. This is true, because there can be no
higher call to duty than to defend the integrity of the fatherland.
Practically every great nation in the world today has fought the type
of war Nigerians are currently engaged in. And in all these countries
and everywhere else, there is hardly a crime greater than for a gang of
misguided citizens to take up arms against their country.
A salient section of the code orders the Federal soldiers to fight a

clean and honourable fight in defence of the territorial integrity of the



nation. While the code primarily reminds them of the Geneva Con
vention governing the conduct of war, it has however added a unique
dimension to the national campaign to preserve Nigeria's integrity.
It is an indelible mark portraying the humanity and tolerance of
Nigerians in general. This tolerance must however not extend to the
mercenaries of Ojukwu. They are the worst enemies of Nigeria and
Nigerians. • , r •

It is becoming a phenomenon of internal and international politics
in Africa that at the slightest sign of revolt these mercenaries always
troop in. They do a great disservice to mankind. For once, these riff
raffs and misfits of the world society should be taught a final and
lasting lesson in Nigeria. They should not be spared. These soldiers of
fortune have made a mistake this time to have come to Nigeria, and
every captured mercenary must be taught that Africa is the last place
to come and do their dirty work in order to earn their bloody money.
For once, these paid killers of Africans will be facing a crack and

disciplined army in the Federal troops. Nigeria will make sure that
they do not return to Africa.



THE REAL ENEMY OF THE EAST-CENTRAL

STATE

By

Abimbola Williams

It is unfortunate that the current police action against Ojukwu and
his gang has resulted in the loss of lives of a few thousand Nigerians.
In any event, more brutal wars have been fought for causes and
ideologies less worthy than the territorial integrity of a whole nation.

It is necessary to remind critics of the present operation that treason
able armed rebellion had never been part of Nigerian history. This is
why the whole of the country is behind the Federal Government in the
present effort to contain it. Up till the last moment when Ojukwu took
the fateful plunge and declared his illegal secession, every avenue for
negotiation was still open to him. Yet, he refused to negotiate except on
his own terms.

The rebellion of the Nnewi clique was premeditated and executed
despite all advice to the contrary. In order to carry the people of the
East-Central State along with them, Ojukwu and his gang mounted one
of the most vicious propaganda campaigns ever witnessed in Black
Africa. Their aim was to give the impression that every Nigerian in the
East-Central State was behind them.

But it is clear from the manner in which the Federal Government is

conducting the police action that the war is being waged neither against
every Nigerian in the East-Central State nor against the Ibos as a people.
This fact was strongly emphasized by the Commander-in-Chief,
Major-General Yakubu Gowon, when he met the World Press at his
Dodan Barracks residence on the 12th July, 1967.
'Anti-Ibo feelings and riots stand to be condemned,' the Commander-

in-Chief reiterated.

'And I used all the law-enforcement agencies to stop such demonstra
tions, and in fact, to protect the Ibos.'

General Gowon expressed the belief that once Ojukwu and his
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greatest enemy of the Ibo people. While the Federal Government has
persisted in its effort to save the rest of Nigeria and the Ibo people
from his evil machinations, he continues to use them as his ambition
dictates.



THE REBEL FORCES

By

Oladimeji Adekunle

It should be interesting to hear what the rebel leader Odumegwu-
Ojukwu has to say after two weeks of his total war on the rest of Nigeria.
Ojukwu had said before this conflict began that *if Gowon should make
the mistake of crossing into our territory even by a few yards, we shall
immediately go into an open, outright and total war against Nigeria.
Our conduct of the war will not be confined to our territorial boundaries.'
But in spite of his boast that he would carry the way into the rest of
Nigeria, the World knows that within six days of the fight, his army
was reeling and Ogoja and several other towns have been liberated.
The other day, the Enugu rebels claimed that they have an Air Force

which had been active in harassing the positions of the Nigerian Army.
However, we now know that the so-called Air Force consists of a single
obsolete aircraft. The Americans who manufactured it ages ago revealed
the secret in their attempt to refute allegations that they were aiding the
rebels. The exact words of the Americans were 'that the B-26 aircraft
said to be operating in the former Eastern Region of Nigeria formerly
belonged to the French Air Force which sold it as surplus.

Although the aircraft bears an American registration number, it
was never issued a certificate of airworthiness from any U.S. source,
hence such registration is not valid.
'The history of the aircraft indicates that in June it was flown from

Ostend, Belgium, by a Belgian pilot to Lisbon, Portugal, where it was
reputedly sold to a French citizen. With an illegal registration number
and without an airworthiness certificate, the aircraft subsequently
was flown by a French crew from Lisbon to Dakar to Abidjan, and
then to Enugu.'
In other words not only is the B-26 being illegally operated, but the

crew, perhaps without knowledge of the facts, are putting a hang man's
noose around their necks each time they take ofi^ in that derelict aircraft.
Fortunately, after its first hapless efforts over Makurdi the aircraft has

10



been grounded in Enugu because another attempt would definitely
mark ite end.

Not only were the rebels boasting about a non-existent Air Force,
they also made one Lieutenant-Commander Anuku head of a non
existent Navy. After some fruitless effort to buy one or two second-hand
frigates, the rebels are left with the smallest of the Nigerian Navy ships
the N.N.S. Ibadan which was moored in Calabar at the end of May.
The N.N.S. Ibadan, of course, is designed primarily for anti-smuggling
operations and that is why it has not been able to challenge the Navd
blockade of Port Harcourt, Bonny and Calabar.
Those who doubted the effectiveness of the Nigerian Naval patrol

can now eat their words in view of the two prizes recently taken at sea
by our Navy. In any case, the Tbadan' cannot put out to sea because
Lt. Commander Anuku himself is still nursing injuries which he sus
tained in a crash while returning to Calabar by helicopter from Enugu.
In order to sustain his rebellion, it is clear that Ojukwu was relying

entirely on ground forces. And how effective is his ground force? His
area command was set up with three thousand regular soldiers who
fled to Enugu from other parts of the country towards the end of last
year. Most of them were tradesmen and so to enlarge the number of
the riflemen there was conscription of men and children into the army.
They were rushed through two weeks of training exercise and sent out
on guard duties.

Before the Niger Bridge was closed, Nigerians saw the kind of soldiers
they were. Those stationed at the Onitsha end of the bridge spent half
of their time in negotiating bribes and sharing the wealth of itinerant
traders. Surely, these are not the men to face the seasoned infantrymen
of the Federal Forces, men who have distinguished themselves in real
action and are heroes of the Burma campaign. They are not the arm
chair rifle men or mercenaries whose only field experience is of mock
^ercises.

It is indeed criminal wickedness for the rebel leaders to send such
helpless men to face certain destruction. The heartlessness of the rebels
Polishown more clearly by their outrageous act of forcing teenagers to
he It in a war the causes of which they cannot understand.
While Ojukwu and his clique want to sacrifice the interests of every

other person in order to satisfy their lust for power, the Federal Mil
itary Government wants to crush the rebellion in order to preserve Nigeria
as a strong united country in which the cultural, traditional, political
and religious interests of the entire people of Nigeria are safeguarded.

11



As General Gowon has said, the present conflict has nothing to do
with animosity against either an individual or group of people. It is
aimed at ensuring for all Nigerians whoever they are and whatever
their status a rightful place in the scheme of things. It is a matter of
time and the rebel forces shall be vanquished.

It is important therefore that the people of the East-Central State
should not aggravate their present sufferings by fighting for the rebels
whose only ambition is to impose permanent tyranny on innocent
N^rians.
As was stated in the note with which the Federal Forces forwarded

to the Commander-in-Chief 'souvenirs' from the front, 'The rebels

may call their shoulder flash the rising sun; we, call it the setting sun'.
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THE FALL OF NSUKKA

By

Edet Jackson

Nsukka, the stronghold of Ojukwu's rebellion against Nigeria, has
been smashed at last. It was necessary for more reasons than just the
military one, that this battle should be fought.

Although the University of Nsukka was, to its founders, a symbol
of the unity of Nigeria, in recent times, it has degenerated into a seat of
disunity and a centre of rebellion. The deep-laid and pre-meditated
plot against the integrity of Nigeria was hatched there. The philosophy
of secession was formulated in the faculties of the University. Thus,
instead of being a centre for the pursuit of truth, it became the hot
bed of intrigues against the fatherland.
Students the world over and especially in the developing countries

of Africa, Asia and Latin America, are known for their progressive and
nationalist views. In Nsukka they were breeding a band of rabidly
reactionary fascists whose vision of the greater world began and ended
with the glorification of their tribe.
So determined were they to subject all ethnic groups living in the

former Eastern Region to the domination of one group that they were
prepared to intimidate and even spill the blood of their fellow students
whose only crime was that as Ijaws, Ibibios and Efiks they saw no
future for themselves in an Ibo-dominated republic outside of Nigeria.
The Professors were no better than the students. Elsewhere in the

world, men of learning are known for their objectivity and their capacity
to judge issues on their merit, but at Nsukka, a Nigerian Professor of
Political Science screamed at a public meeting: 'Let us secede and damn
the consequences.' I hope he was at the front to fight for his ideas.
The battle of Nsukka has revealed what many suspected all along—

that, his boasts aside, Ojukwu's strategy could lead him nowhere.
Grave weaknesses have been revealed in his weaponry as well as in the
fighting quality of his troops, his military strategy was doomed from
the beginning by its basic futility and fatal errors of conception.

13



From reliable information, Ojukwu was planning a prolonged defensive
war. His aim was to establish a claim to international recognition by
the long duration of his resistance. But like all his moves in the crisis,
he entirely forgot or chose to ignore the counter moves which the
Federal Government could make. However, there is not a single place
in the East-Central State which cannot be attacked from more than
one side. Besides, the effective blockade of the Eastern Coast by the
Nigerian Navy makes it impossible for civilian and military supplies
to be renewed. Soon, his wounded soldiers may be dying of gangrene
for what of basic drugs. So much for the strategy of Ojukwu's total
war ofattrition.

What of his weapons? From the war material captured by the Federal
troops so far, the rebel arsenal is a cra2y assortment fit for a military
museum. There are dud bullets the effective life of which expired in
1964. There are dane guns and British Enfield rifles at one end and
modem Czechoslovakian and American machine guns and anti-
armour weapons at the other.

The collection bears the stamp of war profiteers at work. The crooks
of Europe and Enugu who negotiated the purchases must now be sitting
pretty on fat bank accounts. But those from the East-Central State
who have participated in this conspiracy to defraud innocent Ibos,
must eventuafly be called to account for the blood of innocent youngsters
whom they have sent to certain destruction with worthless weapons.
The rebel soldiers, ordered into battle inadequately trained and

without a sound plan of campaign or weapons of consistently good
quahty, are now the poor innocent victims of Ojukwu's delusions of
grandeur—the cannon-fodder of a would-be dictator.
Today, it is Nsukka, soon it will be Enugu and then the cancer of

secession shall be excised. Purged of its errors, one hopes that the
University of Nsukka when it is rebuilt will shed some of the outlandish
notions which tended to make it the outsider among our institutions
of higher learning.

14



THE ASTONISHING REVELATION FROM

WASHINGTON

By

Olumide Thomas

There is a soul of goodness in many evil things. Perhaps if the
Nigerian crisis had not occurred the American State Department
would not have revealed that it does not regard the new nations of
Africa as truly independent yet.
The American Secretary of State, Mr Dean Rusk was reported to

have described the Nigerian situation as the 'primary responsibility of
Great Britain.' But for Senator Fulbright, who later leaked this
diplomatic aberration to the World Press, Nigeria would not have
realized that America still suffers from such pathetic delusions.
However, the world now knows the truth. The developing nations

have been carved up by the big powers into areas over which they exer
cise perpetual suzerainty. Instruments of sovereignty legally document
the freedom of these nations; but it is obvious that America and Britain
still believe that such documents are worth only the paper on which they
are written.

The hastened political retreat of the colonial powers from many
African countries has for long been suspected as not being in the nature
of imperialism. Each crisis in Africa however unfolds and makes
clearer the evil designs of the imperialists on the continent as a whole.
At least, Nigeria is learning a lesson which has for long been ignored or
neglected.

A few years ago, Mr Douglas-Home, the former British Prime
Minister told a joint meeting of the Nigerian Parliament that 'neo
colonialism does not exist.' He also described the phenomenon as
meaningless. But those who coined the expression cannot be more
accurate and the British ex-Prime Minister less informed. At least, Mr
Dean Rusk has proved that he is better informed about the plans of the
ex-Colonial Powers for the African countries.

15
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In fact, the recent performances of America in the Congo (Kinshasa)
can be construed as practical proof of the astonishing revelation from
the State Department. The United States seems to regard the Demo
cratic Republic of the Congo as lying within its sphere of influence.
This must be why she hastily despatched transport planes and advisers
to help in the fight against the current invasion by Belgian-financed
mercenaries. Such hastily taken decisions in the State Department have
been responsible for the military involvement of the United States
everywhere in the world with its attendant threat of a World War III.

It took the State Department four weary days to issue a correct
statement on the question of arms purchase by the Nigerian Govern
ment. Yet, this is an office reputedly equipped with policy-making
computers and staffed with some of the best products of American
education.

America arrogates to itself the role of the World's Policemen. To
gether with Britain and other Western Powers they claim that the
future of mankind is safe in their hands. But their daily performances
result in ever-increasing conflict which may yet lead to another world
war.

Perhaps it is necessary to educate the Africa Division of the American
State Department on Nigeria. Nigeria is a nation of more than 55
million people; she became a fully independent and sovereign state on
1st October, 1960, when Britain was compelled to relinquish all res
ponsibility over this country.

If Britain, America and their fellow-travellers had not encouraged
the Enugu rebels, it might not have been necessary for the Federal
Government to take police action against the Enugu rebels. By taunting
the Federal Government and Secretary aiding and abetting the seces
sionist rabbles in Enugu, Britain and America have, on their own,
destroyed their image in Nigeria.

Nigerians will not sell their regained birthright for a mess of porridge.
We shall yet have the last laugh over these conspirators and their un
patriotic Nigerian collaborators. Let them note that not only aid can
again buy Nigeria's true friendship. The combined plot of the neo-
colonialists against a strong and united Nigeria will surely fail.

16



THE INHUMANITY OF THE REBEL HIGH
COMMAND

By

Muhammed Scmni

Now that the rebel troops have fallen into disarray, lies are being
invented daily in Enugu to explain the woeful failure of the secession
ists. From their frantic efforts, it is obvious that Ojukwu and his gang
are aware and afraid of the defeat that lurks around the comer. But
they will not admit that their evil leadership has yielded no positive
results since they began their campaign of hatred against their father
land. In consonance with their negative approach, the rebels are now
searching for scapegoats for their own military incompetence.
The course which the present adventure of the secessionists has

taken has proved one fact as indisputable. The Enugu rabble must
have mixed up their priorities from the outset. In spite of their book-
leaming, Ojukwu and his men have exhibited a disastrous lack of
foresight. They now know that they have bitten more than they can
chew. Earlier, they believed that high-powered propaganda would
earn as much dividend as their empty boasts.

Available facts have shown that the Enugu rebels really launched a
two-pronged attack against Nigeria. Firstly, Ojukwu and his feUow
conspirators spent heavily on external world-wide campaign of calumny
against their fatherland. Secondly, they used every other penny to
stockpile all sorts of weapons in order to browbeat the rest of the
country into submission or wage an all-out war of attrition. But the
rebel gang and their messengers of hate have failed on both fronts.
Nigeria's tremendous reservoir of goodwill has been able to withstand
Ojukwu's evil propaganda abroad.
On the one hand, the events of the past two weeks have shown that

the arms being used by the rebel army are too old to serve the needs
of a modem Force. And on the other hand, the new American and
Czechoslovak weapons purchased for the raw recruits of the Rebel
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