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You ill always Heave
FIRST BANK 

with a smBBe
-that’s our goal.

It's no use aiming at a goal when 
you don't have the ability to 
achieve it
First Bank is able and willing to 
make you smile First Bank under­
stands your needs and in so many 
ways responds fast and efficiently 
too
With the widest
commercial bankm< 
coupled with integr 
formidable asset

base, you can always rely on First 
Bank
First Bank has more branches 
than any other bank in Nigeria and 
is associated with Standard 
Chartered Bank, a major British 
Banking Group, with represen­
tation in over 50 countries world­
wide
Come over nowto First Bank - our 
ability and willingness will put a 
smile on your face
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cere gospel of fair play, the ulti­
mate legacy he seemed to strive 
tor, was a more prosperous world 
based on a humanist approach to 
all relations.

Shagari apparently couldn’t 
hold back his emotions. More 
than once, he did the rather undi­
plomatic thing of letting it be

Thc AFRICAN ■■ «Guardiai&

|N 1980, I was privileged to be 
■ part of a Presidential entour­
age to the United States. Shehu 
Snagari addressed the United 
Nations and the American Asso­
ciation of International Affairs in 
New York and moved on with his 
team for bilateral talks with Jim­
my Carter in Washington.

It was election year. Jimmy was 
attempting a second term against 
Ronald Reagan who seemed de­
termined to crown his long years 
of film-acting and regional poli­
tical significance with a berth at 
the White House.

We knew who was our friend of 
the two. Jimmy, of course. And it 
wasn’t just because • Andrew 
Young, his ebullient Black 
Ambassador at the UN had done 
a wonderful job of bridge­
building! Jimmy Carter was seen 
to manifest an essentially 
concern for Third World 
pies. From imaginative tro

known, who we would rather 
have win the upcoming elections. 
Well, the Democrats eventually 
lost. And the hard-nosed Rer ' 
has been at the White H< 
since.

Here comes another American 
election year. From their track 
records and expressed inten­
tions, Africa is sure to have a bet­
ter friend in thc Duke (Dukakis) 
than in the Jungle apprentice, 
Mr. Bush.

Assistant Editor Chukwueme- 
ka Gahia, in an extensive analy­
sis, acknowledges that endorse­
ment in this Cover Choice, but 
says the race takes more than dis­
tant wishes, and that in any 
what is in it for Africa may 
be so clear-cut, after all.

Nigeria
In Nigeria care for the 

child, especially the 
abandoned, sick and 
hungry one, has of re­
cent, captured attention 
from both official and 
private circles. The 
ministries of health and 
several motherless baby 
homes have shown com­
mendable interest in the

i I survival and healthy 
— growth of these helpless 

‘'Children; but not so of T tWfl ..«ipublic in- 
—'-1, Page 16

Society
In response, perhaps, 

to government’s econo­
mic war-cry of buying 
made-in-Nigeria goods, 
investors are now look­
ing for local sources of 
raw materials for their 
products.

And one sector that 
has risen boldly to the 
challenge is the cosmes- 
tics industry. Perfume 
makers, especially, are 
now saying they have * ' 
arrived.
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I draw your attention to the third pa­
ragraph of your otherwise excellent 
write-up October 17, where the sent­
ence “only 17 months ago, he lost his 
plum job ...” tended to suggest that 1 
was fired. The true position in fact is 
that I resigned from UAC of Nigeria
Ike Onunaku, 
Lagos.
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Peace pals wanted
The laying bay of Mobutu’s defens 

mechanism (October, 17) by Botha ( 
fusing Mobutu’s claim that their parley 
agreed on the need for an unconditional 
release of Mandela) should caution 
African leaders who would like to par­
ley with Botha for negotiations. If he 
(Botha) remains intransigent on apar­
theid, then I agree with President 
Mugabe that there is no use f 
negotiations, since regional peac 
racial democratic rule, etc, arc 
gent upon the contentious mattei 
theid).

But if Mobutu is seeking economic 
patronage then he should 
leave other African leaders who have 
the interest of their oppressed brothers 
at heart alone.
Akpagher James, 
Jos, Plateau State.

— Vhc AERICAN *

Fela: U-turn at 50?
I am already addicted to your Cover 

choice on Fela (October, 17). I read it 
all over again in order to grasp firmly 
the philosophy of that personality.

Fela is indeed, a rare gem in the Nige­
rian socio-political spectrum. His poli­
tical contemporaries to me include Fidel 
Castro, Thomas Sankara, Mummar 
Gaddafi etc., because these individual’s 
political acts include intermittent strug­
gle for the betterment of the downtrod­
den in their societies. Fela’s political 
weapon (music) tows a similar pattern. 
He is indeed, the people’s leader.

Nigerian Progressive Youths will al­
ways derive inspiration from Fela’s 
fearlessness which attacks the graft t id 
venality of our capitalist system, now 
being systematically nurtured under a 
religious garb. Fela is Fela. There is no 
U-turn for him. The lull in his musical 
scene can be equated to Nkrumah’s tac­
tical action. Happy birthday, brother!
B. Steiner Ifekwe, 
Calabar, Cross River State.

The potver, She Jury
That report (October 10)on the 

power-show among health-related asso­
ciations in the country leaves a sour 
taste in the mouth. Don’t these union 
leaders read the history of associations 
: \ theirs in other parts of the world? 
SOLIDARITY, in Poland, is feared and 
respected by the government because of 
the cohesion in that union. In Ghana, it 
was the professional trade unions, usinj 
their constitutional rights, that gave i 
resounding “No” to Colonel Acheam- 
pong’s "Union government” bogey 
Even here in Nigeria, didn’t the women 
in Aba and Abeokuta stand up against 
"women taxation?”

The problems of these associations, 1 
think, is lack of national orientation to 
guide them.

The Imo example
Your supplement on Imo State 

(October, 17) was a comprehensive 
package that highlighted, among other 
things, the agricultural revolution going 
on in that state since Commander Ama- 
di Ikwechegh assumed duty as military 
governor of the state in August, 1986.

Without doubt, that aggressive agri­
cultural policy should serve as the Imo 
State example for others of how to com­
bat food scarcity and upgrade the quali-
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_ ON RECORD q

• Handle: Threatens Archer with legal 
action

Mamser: VJho 
wanfcs it killed?

For two years now since MAMSER 
came into existence both the literate 
and the illiterate citizens of Nigeria are 
yet to understand what it is all about. It 
seems its existence is only noticeable on 
the number of cars they keep on the 
road. MAMSER might as well become 
a political party by 1990 or is it 1992 with 
Banbangida as President and Dr. Jerry 
as vice.
Mike OflorbL 
Washington

Wise talk too late
Allison Ayida’s National Day Lec­

ture as reported (October 10) gives the 
impression that our nation will never 
move forward. How can a man who was 
a part of a regime that enacted the in- 
digenization decree turn around to con­
demn it. If he disagreed then but could 
not have his way, couldn’t he have been 
patriotic enough to leak his views to the 
press for ventilation?

What docs it benefit a nation when its 
key policy makers leave office only to 
lament their oversights or failures. 
Some of them should have been bold 
enough to resign on principles; atleast 
to fine-tune our moral perception.
Titus Okeke. Enugu.
Anambra State

Address Letters to the Editor, typewrit 
ten double-space, with writer's name, 
address and, if available telephone num­
ber, to: The African Guardian, Rutarr. 
House, P.M.B. 1217, Oshodi, Lago; 
Nigeria. Letters subject to editing.

Living in the red
If the Nigerian government is procur­

ing excessive expenses (which I believe 
it is doing), (October, 3) then the viabil­
ity of the so-called ‘Structural Adjust­
ment Programme’ (SAP) stands greatly 
in doubt. Could our leaders be playing 
the ostrich game of hiding their heads 
in the shallow sand of SAP while their 
whole bodies are conspicuously out?

Why at this crucial time of SAP for 
economic revival could our Federal and 
State agencies have exceeded their fore­
ign exchange budget by more than 93% 
within the first 3 quarters of the year?

Should we then re-address SAP as 
“Leaders’ Conscience Adjustment 
Programme”?
Akpagher James. 
Jos. Plateau State.

■J EMEMBER an incident in J.K. Randle’s book. The Na- 
iftriver are Friendly in which a soldier from a country called 
Zimbodia goes to a bank in Switzerland and demands details of 
bank accounts held by all Zimbodians?

Let’s go over the story again, which was actually an after- 
dinner tale from Randle’s humour bank. When the soldier is 
refused the information, he brings a forged letter from Zimbo- 
dia’s ruling body, the supreme military council.

Still rebuffed, he brings out a gun. But it is ail hopeless. The 
soldier then relaxes and says: “Now, I know I can trust you. 
Here is my own deposit.” And out of his briefcase came three 
million U.S. dollars in 1,000 dollar bills.

A similar story has turned up m the latest book by British 
best-selling author and former conservative M.P., Jeffrey 
Archer. Now, J.K. Randle had sent a copy of his book to 
Archer when it was published in 1986. Randle and Archer are 
friends. Randle sent a copy of The Natives Are Friendly 
to him because of Archer’s obvious literary interest and busi­
ness links with Nigeria, and he had hoped to gain a large 
audience through the English best-selling author. Could it be 
mere coincidence or would this be another case of plagiarism to 
find in Archer’s book the story of a Nigerian finance minister 
who goes to a Swiss bank to investigate details of Nigerians 
holding accounts there?
The rest of the story is just like the 
account in J.K. Randle’s book. The 
important difference is that Archer 
claims his story is actually true, that 
a Nigerian finance minister did 
travel to Switzerland for such an 
anti-corruption mission, but ended 
up depositing his own funds 
(Archer’s version: five million dol­
lars notes in 100 dollar notes) in the 
bank.

J.K. Randle says he is going ahead 
to sue Archer at an English court for 
plagiarism. What disturbs him most 
is that Archer’s story is capable of 
casting a slur on Nigeria’s image and 
damaging her credibility.

Besides, Nigeria has not had any 
military finance minister since 
Major-General Oluleye in the Oba­
sanjo regime and he is just not that 
kind of person, Randle said last 
week.

Mr. Archer claims that he got the 
story from an unnamed Nigerian di­
plomat two years ago but Chief Ran­
dle who has told the British press 
that he thinks Archer’s claims are 
“outrageous” and “patently un­
true” insists that no Nigerian diplo­
mat “will ever say that kind of 
thing.”
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Intellectual puppetry

lectual 
charm 
speech 

ly into an 
prise and 
J if I may 
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“An imaginative head of state or gov­
ernment or even a minister, ought to 
situate himself between the ‘extrem­
ists.’ He should ensure as much as 
possible that he lends his personality 
to whatever he says, and that the 
‘bookish’ fervour in the speeches is 
not inconsistent with popular know­
ledge of his ordinary capabilities in 
such matters”

There haven’t been at the State 
House, therefore, many men of the 
calibre of Kwame Nkrumah, Julius 
Nyerere, Leopold Senghor, Augus- 
tino Neto, Obafemi Awolowo, 
Nnamdi Azikiwe and Robert 
Mugabe; men of ideas who sold their 
wares with unmistakeable convic­
tion and made them infectious, part­
ly because they wrote their own 
speeches.

I am of course aware that a head of 
state or government need not jump 
on his typewriter anytime he has an 
address to deliver. There are such 
creatures as speech writers paid by 
the State as part of his performance 
package. A good many of them, 
especially those subscribed from 
within the bureaucracy can be a sick­
ening bore, making every speech 
sound like a slightly varied version 
of the same bad song, hewed from a 
weather-beaten repertoire of 
“acceptable” moulds and styles.

■ T is beginning to look quite
■ fashionable for rulers of all
■ shades to attempt to demonstrate 
a ‘high’ level of attentiveness and 
intellectual ‘sophistication’ and be 
heard to throw in “philosophical 
clangers” from time to time in the 
manner of the very learned- Kuru 
and Jaji, as policy amplification out­
posts have in the past couple of years 
provided occasions for grandstand 
treatises and sometimes spurious 
academicism.

The ‘new’ federal capital of Abu­
ja, fast becoming the hub of great 
conferences has quickly caught the 
bug. Every key-note address at even 
a veritably in-house seminar, has 
been known to create an excuse for a 
profound lecture on Man and 
Society.

Prolific and visionary but often 
too extenuated, too unfamiliarly 
erudite, some of these lectures 
generally fail to impress as 
genuinely held viewpoints of those 
from whose lips wc hear them. They 
sound distant, borrowed, and are 
usually roundly betrayed by ex­
tremely poor elocution.

The situation is somewhat histor­
ically rationalised. The average 
post-independence African rul­
er has had some tendency to be 
seen as embodying the best of every­
thing in the emergent nations. He 
probably inherited a paternalistic 
attitude from the colonial predeces­
sor. But I think it is also true that he 
picked up a bad habit of his own and 
is suddenly fascinated by the pros­
pects of investing his political pre­
eminence with an omnibus, and in­
variable front pew.

He actually canvasses a right to 
special placement in the comman­
ding heights of almost every other 
elitist sphere. Well, the argument 
about the primacy of politics is very 
well known, but doesn’t necessarily 
hold here. Primacy as entailed in in­
stitutional differentiation and com­
petition was never intended to con­
fer on the incumbent of a high poli­
tical office intrinsic personal super­
iority across the board. Nor can we 
honestly behave as if the acquisition

THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN NOVEMBER 14. 1988

does not know why he shouldn’t also 
be the richest millionaire or why the 
essential perspicacity and sagacity of 
men of letters can run any deeper 
than the depths he permits for him­
self. In other words, he is almost 
certain to be a thief and a plunderer 
of the national treasury as well as an 
interloper or intellectual fraud. 
Perhaps the highest forms of this 
abuse and mockery were epitomised 
in the ‘transcendental’ foolery of 
Uganda’s President-for-life, Field 
Marshal, Alhaji, Professor Idi Amin 
Dada.

Incidentally, Nigeria has never 
really seemed quite impressed with 
the need to have ‘philosopher­
princes’ at the helm of government 
affairs. That may well be a valida­
tion of an old universal contention 
that the best politicians are not 
obliged to be the most intelligent 
people around. But I think it speaks 
additionally of the regularity and in­
tensity with which we have been in­
clined to assault, by the barrel, the 
established processes of political re-

of political power manifests talents cruitment. 
that are irreducible or even instruc­
tive for success in every other en­
deavour.

Academic distinction, for exam­
ple, is a desirable and pleasurable 
thing. So may be distinction in chi­
valry. But they require almost al­
ways, different types of cerebral 
accomplishment to attain. In the 
fantasy of the typical African leader, 
unfortunately, “attributes of great­
ness" are indistinguishable. They 
merge in his singular passion to excel 
even in other people’s games.

So, as president, for instance, he

f~\ T the other extreme may be 
speech writers usually con- 

“tracted as a private think tank; 
professors and other intellectuals 
seeking cheap favours on the corridors 
of power, whose armoury of ill- 
digestable conceptual language and 
‘elevated’ abstractions, comes off 
heavily flaunted, in “speeches from 
the throne,” more to intimidate the 
barely literate master, than to humour 
him. An imaginative head of state or 
government or even a minister, ought 
to situate himself between the “ex­
tremists”. He should ensure as much 
as possible that he lends his personal­
ity to whatever he says, and that the 
“bookish” fervour in the speeches is 
not inconsistent with popular know­
ledge of his ordinary capabilities in 
such matters.

As it has turned out intellectual 
puppetry appears to have a 
about it. Governmental 
making has grown gradually ■ 
enchanting theatrical enterpi 
is making great authors, and i___
add, authoresses from archives 
tremendous surrogate contributic

I ... to knowledge (?). CT*,

7
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Helmut Schmidt talks on economic crisis in developing nations
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HT is difficult knowing exactly what 
0 to’believe about the progress (or 

lack Of it) in the. nearly six-month-long 
Ari’gbldh and Namibian peace process. 
U.N'.'Sedi'dtary-Gencral Javier Perez 
de CiiellaVSays the talks, which have 
been held across three continents 
since’it "began last May1; have brought 
Namibia's independence “closer than

• cve'f.'”' •:....................
■’Still', beyond de Cuellar’s optimism 

are' indications :that the tri-partite 
negotiations'between South Africa, 
on the one hand, and Cuba and Ango­
la, on the other; have so far not pro­
duced particularly Stunning results.

Africa and developing countries to 
shun the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank con­
ditionalities and look inwards to 
formulate their own survival 
strategies; experts of these bodies are 
not all-knowing, he said. He 
cautioned Nigeria, in particular, about 
the adoption and application of the 
Structural Adjustment Programme 
(SAP). The only solution to Third 
World’s debt and other problems, 
Schmidt said was for the nations to 
create additional exports which could 
enable them to generate foreign ex­
change, rather than continue to bor­
row from developed nations. He 
urged that they diversify and create 
markets for new products.

Schmidt (now the Editor-in-Chief of 
“Die Zeit”, the respected West Ger­
man daily newspaper since October

German Chancellor, his dream about 
what the developed nations should do 
for the developing nations— revamp- 
ing their poor economy, helping them 
control their sky-rocketing popula­
tions and closing gaps in standards of 
liying between the northern and 

• southern hemisphere — have been pur­
sued even more vigorously than in the 
eight years of his tenure.

Last week, Schmidt was at the Afri­
can Leadership Forum in Otta, a sub­
urban town near Lagos to plug his 
ideas. The forum, organised by former 

— Nigerian leader, General Olusegun 
-Obasanjo was designed to. among 
other things, find "lasting solutions" 
to third world economic crisis.
Schmidt’s paper, entitled “Leadership 
in.an inter-dependent World and what 

. ..is expected from Africa,” advised

■UN optimism no guarantee for Namibia’s immediate independence
Experts agree that South Africa’s 

troops withdrawal (since last Septem­
ber) from their base in southern Ango­
la was a major victory for the nego­
tiators. In fact, the action immediately 
set off expectations over the eventual 
independence of Namibia by 
November 1 (the date set by the nego­
tiators). But, by last Tuesday (Nov 
ber 1), it was apparent that the ar 
ment on Namibian independence 
perhaps, no nearer than it was at the 
commencement of the negotiations. 
Now, speculations are rife that even 
the limited gains so far made in the 
talks — notably the South African 
withdrawal from Angola — may be 
eroded before early next year when 
negotiations (now stalled) are ex­
pected to resume.

It is not that Pretoria has both the 
political will and the military muscle to 
engage in new cross-border offensives 
against the Angolan government 
troops (superbly armed by the Soviets, 
and backed by Cuban soldiers). Such 
adventure would seem out-of-place, 
given the present poor state of both 
the South African economy and the

• Schmidt Timelyf?) advice
1, 1985) described SAP as new to de­
veloping nations, adding that its op­
erations and effects are not conducive 
to developing economies. He advised 
developing nations not to be over im­
pressed about economic develop­
ments in developed economies be­
cause he emphasised, they (the de- 

jnomies) operate under 
conditions. He said he is not 

ith the increase in developing 
m’s population from 2.2 billion to 
million in the last 20 years since 

food production did not increase prop­
ortionately unlike in the developed 
nations, adding that their economic 
problems are directly attributable to 
this problem of population explosion

military (hit by spiralling inflation and 
shortage of spare parts).

If the racist troops eventually re­
turn to Angola, however, chances are 
that they will present the continuing 
presence of Cuban troops as an excuse 
for their action. This would be in line 
with their attempts, since the begin­
ning of the talks, to portray the 
Cubans as the real obstacles in the 
talks. But the truth, it appears, is that 
Pretorian is disturbed by the parti 
cularly vulnerable position of its spon­
sored rebel UNITA group. In the 
event of the war finally becoming a 
two-way affair between the Angolan 
army and the guerillas, the author­
ities know that the rag-tag rebel troops 
led by Jonas Savimbi. stand little or no 
chance of facing the superior Angolan 
forces.

This fear ty 2. “ / ' “ ' 
the reason behind the new demr 
President Pieter Botha, 
Angolan authorities shot 
from sending home the (. 
diers, negotiate with UNIT 
condition for Namibia’s 
ence. Expectedly, ’ 
down the request, 
impasse, and the 
Botha of the tentative 
bian freedom from 
January 1, 1989.



Pakistanis in a frenzy as partisan politics returns
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BSLAMABAD, the Pakistani capit- 
11 al, has suddenly become a beehive 
of political activities. As the count­
down to the parliamentary (national 
and provincial Assemblies) elections 
reads just 12 days ahead, almost every 
segment of the Pakistani society 
appears immersed in the ensuing poli­
tical whirlpool.

Along with the Pakistani People’s 
Party (PPP), led by family of the late 
Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
and Mohammad Khan Juncjo’s Pakis­
tan Muslim League (PML), there are 
no fewer than 10 political groups can­
vassing for votes.

To most observers, however, this 
sudden surge in political activities 
hardly comes as a surpris 
a natural reaction to th< 
political repression b; 
Muhammad Zia ul-Hao 
lent death three mont>» 
effectively muzzled the 
tical leaders whom he, on occasions, 
referred to as “riff-raffs”.

His death (August 17) and the sub­
sequent Supreme Court’s ruling last

USSR and USA in the conflict.
But then, Washington and Moscow 

are yet to agree on the proposal for a 
total cut of military support to the war­
ring parties. In addition, the agree­
ment did not have the blessing of the 
rebels whose leader, Guldobin 
Hekmatyen says the only solution to 
the Afghan crisis is the unconditional 
withdrawal of Soviet Union and the 
enthronement of an Islamic govern­
ment in Kabul.

Several attempts by President Ma- 
jibullah to invite the rebels to hold 
talks with government have yielded nc 
fruit. Only last month, the rebels orga­
nised a successful rocket attack on 
Kabul airport, killing about 16 people, 
including Soviet nationals.

The Soviet’s renewed military 
attacks on the rebels’ military base is 
thus seen by diplomats as a kind of 
arm-twisting designed to force the in­
transigent Mujahadeen to the negotia­
tion table. This is more so when the 
rebels have not only rejected govern­
ment peace overtures, but refused to 
grant Soviet’s request for the release 
of Moscow’s prisoners of war.

Above all, whatever reasons may 
have informed the new Soviet offen­

sive may not be as paramount as Mos­
cow’s fear of losing Afghanistan to 
capitalist influence. Observers-agree 
that Soviet Union is quite concerned 
about the ideological implications of 
Afghanistan coming under the rebel 
and, by implication, American control 
Kabul’s geographical proximity to 
Moscow, its significance in the East- 
West ideological war, is making Kre­
mlin put aside the good faith called 
for by the Geneva accord, to respond 
adequately to the Pentagon- 
sponsored attacks by the rebels. In 
fact, there is fear that continuation of 
activities by rebels may culminate in a 
second occupation ,of Afghanistan by 
the Soviet Union.

By Abraham Ogbodo

September in favour of party politics 
have, however, altered the political 
landscape. The nine-party opposition 
coalition formed during Zia’s era — 
Movement for Restoration of Demo­
cracy (MRD) has almost completely 
disintegrated, with each of the groups 
(especially the major ones) charting 
their separate path to the November 
16 polls.

The break-up of the opposition 
coalition has been hailed in some 
quarters as a healthy political develop­
ment. It offers voters a wide range of 
choices, supporters say. Even so, 
analysts suspect that the unwieldy 
number of parties — some of them 
representing only very narrow in­
terests — may, at the end, only serve 
to build walls between the Pakistani 
people.

In this vast sea of political move­
ments, the PPP seems to be the only 
group capable of generating substan­
tial electoral interest. This may well be 
so, since one of the leaders of the 
group, Benazir Bhutto, daughter of 
the former prime minister, has already

attained much international 
national prominence during ** 
days, as the fearless leader of the 
MRD opposition coalition. Of even 
greater advantange to the PPP is the 
influence of Ali Bhutto himself, who, 
though executed in 1979 by Zia, is still 
regarded by ^iany Pakistanis- as a 
national hero. Benazir, and her 56- 
year-old mother, Bogum Nusrat (who 
is also vying for position in the parlia­
ment) arc, therefore, favoured not 
only for reason of their fearless cru­
sade against Zia but for the sake of the 
former premier.

The active involvement of Gen. 
Tika Khan, former army chief and de­
fence adviser to Ali Bhutto, in the PPP 
platform, again gives the party a 
strong edge over others. Gen. Khan is 
from Punjab — which makes up to 65 
per cent of Pakistan’s total population 
and has most of the nation’s wealth. 
Punjabis also form the main element 
in the armed forces which still remain 
a key factor in Pakistan’s politics.

Pakistani diplomatic sources in 
Lagos, however, say that it is^ at the 
moment, still too early... 
predict the possible- - -out­
come of the elections. They insist-that 
there could still be some surprises; 
particularly coming from former 
Prime Minister Junejo’s camp.

By Emenike Okorle

Kabul under threat of Soviet 
reoccupation
r\no vivid report of casualties was 
U\Jgiven, but the Soviet authorities 
themselves were the first to acknow­
ledge the fact that the latest 10-day 
aerial bombardment of rebel positions 
in southern Afghanistan by their Mig 
27 has been devastating. Soviet Fore­
ign ministry spokesman, Cannady 
Gerasimod was quoted as saying that 
the raid, focused primarily on the re­
bel’s rocket launchers, caused heavy 
losses of men and materials among the 
rebels in Kadahar and south western 
Kabul provinces.

Under the April 14 Geneva accor 
Soviet troops are due to be withdraw 
completely from Afghanistan by mic 
February next year. The latest Sovit 
military operation, 
travenes the accord wl______
direct military involvement of both
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cause of his rather indistinct political 
imprints), Dukakis, 54, in his 10-year 
stint as governor of Massachusetts, 
has proven himself an economic and 
administrative whizz-kid. He has been 
likened to a pocket calculator for his 
precision and efficiency.

Dukakis, a Harvard-trained lawyer, 
and of Greek immigrant parentage, is 
also known for his indifference to per­
sonal wealth (unlike Bush) In fact, if 
he eventually gets elected, he would 
have performed the rare feat of being 
one of the few American chief execu­
tives who is not worth a million dol­
lars.

Placed side-by-side Bush, in his 6ft. 
2 inch-frame, stands head taller than 
Dukakis. While Americans berate 
Bush’s so-called “wimp factor”, aris­
ing from what analysts call his con­
genital incoherence, they mark Duka­
kis down for being too mechanical, 
passionless.

‘Golden boy’ Vs the patriarch
■ LOYD McBentsen
Era Jr.. 67. and Danforth 

Ouayle. 41, respectively the 
Democratic and Republi­
can vice presidential candi­
dates, represent two diffe­
rent generations of Amer­
icans. The one, in his well­
cut suite, designer shows 
and trim silver hair, cuts the 
picture of a venerable old 
man. The other’s boyish, 
handsome face and shiny 
golden hair makes him out 
for what he is — a bouncy 
young man. Both men could 
easily pass in the streets as 
father and son.

Indeed, Bentsen is every­
thing that Quayle is not — 
and perhaps more. De­
scribed as the oldest vice- 
presidential nominee since 
1948 (when Alben Barkley.

10

"the man with computer­
chip memory,” Quayle, a 
self-confessed dullard in 
school, was. until he was 
picked by Bush, a back­
bencher in the Senate. Dur­
ing his two terms in the Con­
gress, his attendance was 
said to have been the worst 
in the Indiana delegation 
Bentsen also made a name 
for himself as a bomber 
pilot during WW II (flying 
over 50 missions), but 
Quayle is yet to convince 
Americans that he did not 
dodge enlistment in the 
Vietnam War.

Bentsen and Quayle, 
however, are admittedly 
high achievers. Both, 
lawyers, got elected into the 
Congress at quite an early 
age (Bentsen at 27, in 1947. 
and Quayle at 29, in 1976).

by Emenike Okorle

tune, however, according to 
figures released last 

71. was picked bv Harry S'P'“’b«- » Jus'.slightly 
Truman), Bentsen is a com- above S1 million. Though 
fortable millionaire who the son of one of America's 
drives the finest cars and T105* fa",o“!I Pubhsh,ng 
lives in Washington’s exclu- families, he did not grow up 
sive section. He stands to ,n a weal,hy sett,n8 com.pa’ 
become even richer soon rable to that of Bentsen. 
when he inherits (at the Other wide gulf between
death nf his 94-year-old the two vice presidential 
father), the family’s sprawl- candidates abound. While 
ing acres of farmland and Bentsen, tor instance, for 
business empire valued at his well-known probing 
over $50 million. analysis in the Congress,

Quayle's personal foi- and the Senate, was called

Dukakis).
The two presidential candidates 

however, may share common perso­
nality traits, but their family back­
grounds. school, political and general 
life experiences are by no means the 
same. It is not just that the one is a 
middle-of-the-road conservative, and 
the other, imbued with unmistakeable 
laissez-faire spirit. Bush, 64, a Texan 
multi-millionaire (he made his money 
in oil business), comes from a cushy, 
aristocratic millionaire-family. His 
father, Prescott, himself a money-bag, 
was for 10 years United States sena­
tor. Between Bush’s election into the 
Congress in 1966 and his appointment 
as Ronald Reagan’s number two in 
1980, he had held such high offices as 
the UN ambassador and Central In­
telligence Agency (CIA) director. But 
he failed in his bid to get elected to the 
Senate in 1970, (he lost to fellow Tex­
an, Lloyd Bentsen). The vice presi­
dent holds a bachelor’s in economics 
from the Yale University.

Unlike Bush, however, Dukakis’ 
political experience, especially in the 
area of foreign policy, has not been so 
extensive. But, what he lacks in terms 
of experience, he seems to have made 
up in his iob records as a super­
achiever. While Bush, in his two de­
cades in government has acquired the 
image of a "background man” (be-

this question, a good number of 
American voters have answered: 
None of them! Some have even, out of 
exasperation, branded the 1988 pres­
idential race, a "contest between pyg­
mies.” They may not be quite right. 
But, to a large extent, their view 
brings to sharper focus, the personali­
ties of the two men, one of whom 
would be the 41st president of the Un­
ited States.

Judged on their individual charac­
teristics. neither George Bush, nor 
Michael Dukakis, cuts the picture of a 
typical, dyed-in-the-wool politician — 
boisterous, cunning, rugged and most 
times aggressive. Both are known to 
be easy-going gentlemen (in every 
sense of the word), who only got en­
tangled in the not-so-gentle web of 
politics either out of family tradition 
(for Bush), or out of a burning, honest 
desire to contribute to society (for
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sh (left) and Dukakis: Who the cap fits?

Americans to elect their 41st president after an unusual electioneering
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the industrial Midwest, tell-

/T^ALL it a wrestle in the dust. 
( Call it bare-faced sloganeering. 
x^/But, this is it. American pres­

idential electioneering is over. Tomor­
row, Yankees go to the polls. They will 
tip cither George Herbert Walker 
Bush or Michael Stanley Dukakis as 
the 41st President of the United 
States And they will bring to an end 
one of the nastiest and — as 
contend — emptiest of Arm 
presidential elections.

But, flash your mu 
few days of the campai 
the game has certain!} 
lisation about the vic 
injuries — feigr 
helped turn this 
Scuffle What mattered mt 
to generate and spin that fii 
tion of victory. The moj 
kicked off midweek when : 
candidate u —------- 1
states of tl

controversial running mate. So, for 
now, none of the two camps has the 
expectation derby locked up.

But they are almost sure today to be 
hurting as they try to take stock. Inn­
umerable what-ifs and had-we-knowns 
are going to bleep off and on across the 
minds of party workers today. What if 
Dukakis had not waited for so long to 
toss some mud back at Bush? What if 
Bush had not picked Quayle? Had the 
Bush people known, would they have 
waited until the last minute before 
contesting the Midwest? Had the 
Dukakis camp known, would it have 
so stubbornly rejected the idea that 
the ideological question is a crucial 
aspect of the race?

The truth from these questions may 
finally begin to dawn on both camps or 
it may not. But this, for what it is, is 
the day of reckoning for their teeming 
partisans as well. Minds will be made 
up today. Last minute switches will

ing audiences that the election is 
“going my way.” It was the usual the 
train-is-lcaving hop-in band wagon 
building technique. But there was a 
ring to it, all the same. It seemed to 
tally with his front-runner status.

Back in Ohio (one of the Midwest­
ern states), the embattled, back- 
running Dukakis moved to put his own 
spin on the expectation game — blur­
ring it considerably. His line — millions 
of voters are still “listening to the 
issues and are yet to make up their 
minds “Given all the similarities,there 
was something in that assessment that 
sounded like Walter Mondale’s polls- 
don't vote-people-do exhortations to 
his campaign-weary staff, on the eve 
of his crushing defeat in the hands of 
Ronald Reagan in 1984. Except that 
this time around there were polls 
saying that while Bush was well ahead, 
many voters nevertheless continued to 
express doubt about Dan Quayle, his
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• Jimmy Carter: "The worst election ever" • Luke Uche: No pronounced issues
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of Gulf Oil, Lagos, tips Bush to win 
and does not even think Quayle is a 
problem. “Bush and Quayle will blend 
into a progressive administration all 
Americans will be proud of,” says 
Blackwell.” Guardian's assistant fea­
tures editor Harriet Lawrence (a 
Black American married to a Nige­
rian) prefers Dukakis, because he "is 
more practical and appeals to people’s 
sense of judgement”. Mark also leans 
toward Dukakis, but only because he 
is “the lesser of the two evils.” Akpen- 
nogun Tarbunde, special assistant to 
former External Affairs Minister, Pro­
fessor Bolaji Akinyemi, agrees that 
Bush enjoys superior advantages in 
the race, but observes that historically 
America’s vice presidents seldom suc­
ceed their bosses through the ballot 
box. “Perhaps, Bush may crack the 
jinx. Perhaps, history repeats itself.”

To be sure, the Massachusetts gov­
ernor has continued, to this election 
eve, to sound like a man that cannot 
lose tomorrow. Quite against the run 
of regular polls, his aides were claim­
ing last week that he is closing in on 
Bush. They said that their polls show 
that 20 to 30 per cent of the voters are 
yet to make up their minds. At a rally 
to mark his 55th birthday (Thursday, 
November 2) in Philadelphia, the 
Democratic candidate himself 
announced that Bush’s negative cam­
paigns have “ignited” what he called 
"a turn-back” to the Democratic 
party.

Polls were showing that the race 
there had become quite tight, espe­
cially in Ohio and Illinois, hitherto 
thought to be safe within the Bush col­
umn. By last Thursday, the Rcpubli-

occur.
One problem: national mood is 

not upbeat. Fifty per cent of the voters 
think that this is the most negative and 
insubstantial presidential campaign. 
Two-thirds of them wish they had a 
different set of candidates to choose 
from. “There ought to have been bet­
ter candidates,” Chuck Mark, Black 
American and dramatic arts lecturer 
at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ife, 
tells The African Guardian. Voters 
have consistently found the campaign 
to be bereft of issues, strong candidate 
appeal, and positive themes. “The 
worst campaign ever," charged for­
mer President Jimmy Carter. Many 
voters are saying that “they are unsure 
of both candidates and will, therefore, 
abstain from giving their mandate,” 
reports Onukaba Adinoyo-Ojo, assis­
tant editor with The Guardian from 
Nashville, Tennessee.

The problem, Mark says, is that 
both candidates lack concise program­
mes. American-trained political scien­
tist, Professor Adele Jinadu (National 
Electoral Commission, NEC, mem­
ber) agrees with this opinion. “It has 
been a campaign of superficialities in­
stead of that of issues".

Another American-trained Nige­
rian expert, Dr. Luke Uche, mass 
communications teacher at the Uni­
versity of Lagos, thinks that neither 
Bush nor Dukakis has what it takes to 
ignite the flame needed to fire the im­
agination of voters. He recalls that in 
1976, when Reagan ran against Car­
ter, the Iran hostage issue and the 
state of the economy were high on the 
agenda. The Reagan-Mondale race 
raised significant questions about 
ideology and the economics of Reaga­
nomics, Uche says. Now, however, 
“the issues are not so pronounced.”

cans were planning to have the vice 
president spend some two to f‘ 
days non-stop, ostensibly to tif 
his lead in the area.

Nationally though, polls still con­
tinued to show him with an eight to 10 
per cent advantage in the ratings, with 
only one of the polls pointing to a nar- 

iwing of the lead.
Adinoyi-Ojo reports that the Ques­

tion is “no longer one of who would be 
America’s next President but whether 
Republican candidate Bush is set for a 
landslide humiliation of his Democra­
tic opponent.” Indeed, a survey of 
likely voters by Columbia Broadcast­
ing Service (CBS) last week gave the 
vice president a 53 to 43 per cent lead. 
The Gallup Organisation put it at 53 to 
39 per cent. Concludes Adinoyi-Ojo: 
“It’s been decided already. Devoid of 
any miracle, the Republicanswill have 
their White House tenancy renewed 
for another four years.”

OnHHAT went wrong with the 
\ 7 Democrats? A lot. One,

there was no focus in Dukakis 
message. It was vague and it contained 
no clear-cut issues. His focus on com­
petence and leadership was hardly 
evocative or clear.”

He managed to get away with a 
moderate, vague and non-issue cam­
paign during the primaries, but either 
forgot or chose to overlook the fact 
that he needed to go beyond that in the 
actual presidential election.

He made the issues of economic jus­
tice and economic future a basis of his 
campaign but failed, as one observer 
emphasised, to arouse “indigination 
about Reaganomics. A different prob-
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I—I LuHEY may well be. However, 
■ American presidential elections 
LI have always remained issue- 

oriented on account, at least, of the 
country’s pluralist character and for 
reason of the enduring domestic con­
tentions over its global pursuits. 
Perhaps, it is true after-all that this 
year, the candidates simply went 
sleep. Otherwise, the Quayle 
adventures were quite an issue. 
Iran-contra arms deal was there. 1 
never quite absolved himself c 
volvement in the affair. And __
an issue. So were problems like pro­
tectionism, economic justice, and the 
federal deficit.

But time is up. 
definitely come home tomorrow 
roost. White American, Jim Blackw
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primaries themselves, Sena- 
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his own stunning defeat by Bush in the 
pivotal New Hampshire primary. The
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lem was his passionless mien. It is said 
that he does not easily arouse or show 
emotions — a definite political hand­
icap at this level — and that he is 
humourless and stiff.

The result of it all was that Bush 
was able to snatch the image game 
from him. From being a gaffe-prone 
candidate with jerky gestures, Bush 
had, towards the end of the race, so 
improved his image that he easily won 
the so-called likeability sweepstakes at 
the second presidential debate in Los 
Angeles, October 13.

He was also quick to blur — and to 
blunt the Dukakis’ edge on-the tradi­
tional Democratic issues like the en­
vironment, education, health and 
child-care. Perhaps, the biggest of the 
Dukakis mistakes was that of doing 
nothing while Bush used highly effec­
tive negative advertisements to 
stigmatise him as an ultra-liberal, soft 
on defence, weak on the environment 
and willing to let off criminals." Later, 
much later, Dukakis began to fight 
back. He had one advertisement in 
which he would turn off the TV out of 
disgust over supposedly uncountable 
Bush’s untruthful advertisements. 
The Dukakis camp even ran an ad im­
puting responsibility to the vice- 
president for murder, victim of an in- 

j mate of a federal furlough prog­
ramme.

There is a sense in which efforts like 
these plus Dukakis’ own attempt with­
in the past two weeks to stand by his 
liberal credentials (rather than con­
tinue to deny them) will look belated. 
He is considered to have a hazy image. 
He was relatively unknown outside his 
northeast base before taking a shot at

the presidency. The public had ex­
pected him to extend that base by 
allowing the entire nation know who 
he is during the campaigns.

But while Bush has since overcome 
his inadequacies, he ( Dukakis) has 
not dealt with his. A year in the public 
eye and many Americans are still 
asking who Dukakis is and what he 
wants. His greatest misfortune is run­
ning against the heir apparent of 
America’s most popular President 
since John F. Kennedy. Under him, 
the economy has improved, unem­
ployment is at its lowest in 15 year’s 
and many Americans are happy and 
"feeling pretty good" the way things 
are at present.

Zq\N the international scene, he is 
xS^/said to have reduced the pros­
pects of a nuclear attack through the 
series of agreements with Moscow. 
Dukakis argues that things could be 
better than they are at present. But no 
one thinks he has so far been able to 
make a convincing argument for that 
change.

His problem has been diagnosed as 
a “failure of personality.” Unlike 
Kennedy in 1960, Dukakis is said to 
have no emotional link with the work­
ing families and the young, many of 
whom have been worse off under the 
Reagan era. Even Senator Dan 
Quayle, Bush’s embattled running­
mate, knows what is wrong with 
Dukakis. Said he recently: “He takes 
a mechanical, technical approach to 
people’s problems. I don’t think the 
man can really reach out there and 
touch people, and affect people’s 
lives. And if a leader can’t reach out

there and touch people and have feel- I 
ing, compassion and leadership, he’s 
not going to be a good President."

Quayle’s observation, though pre- 
, ' is largely true. Everything in 
America has to have a bit of drama, 
colour and hoopla for it to appeal to 
the greatest number. “Dukakis is 
plain, too plain.’’

Everyone knows’ Reagan to be a 
forgetful, lazy and shallow President, 
a man who prefers talking about his 
hollywood experience to tackling se­
rious issues of state. Yet Americans 
love him. They say he comes out fine 
on television. During the debates, 
issues were not the general concern 
but the colour of the candidates’ ties 
and the television image.

This was how the sharp, 1 
young Kennedy whipped the 
Nixon in the 1960 debate 
of an accepted television imaj 
prompted the “unlikeable” la 
Dukakis.

His prepared speeches have the 
soul-stirring lines of Kennedy’s. In 
fact, Theodore Sorensen, Kennedy’s 
talented speech writer, is behind many 
of Dukakis’ catch phrases, such as “I 
think we can do better.” But their de­
livery have failed to ignite the same 
Kennedy passion.

It remains to be seen what actually 
happens tomorrow. The Dukakis race 
was having something of a late rally 
towards the weekend. The Washing­
ton Times found that in a five-day 
period (October 1 — November 2), 
Bush’s lead had dropped 12 to eight 
per cent, with a three per cent margin 
of error. Moreover, the vice president 
was having to defend some very 
touchy issues — negative advertising 
and Quayle — as the campaign winds 
down.

A Dukakis victory (an equivalent of 
the 1948, Democrat Harry Truman 
defeat of favourite Thomas Dewey) 
will be a shock. But it would hardly be 
totally out of place in this particular 
presidential season. There were sur­
prises all over, right from the start. 
New York governor Mario Cuomo, 
widely favoured to take the Democra­
tic nomination (if he had sought it) 
withstood all pressures for even last- 
minute draft. Before then, sex-scandal 
had driven the earlier favouritee for­
mer Colorado Senator Gary Hart 
(now newspaper columinist) from the 
race.

In the 
tor Bob 
Iowa
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I Dukakis favours conventional over
< nuclear forces. Bush is not opposed to
' new nuclear weapons. Again while I 

Bush supports unilateralism (by which I

the US cannot feel bound by interna­
tional law), Dukakis 
prefers a multilateral approach. Be­
cause of this, and his commitment to 
the idea of morality in foreign policy, 
the Democratic candidate is opposed 
to Bush’s avowed support for covert 
action to help anti-communist rebels 
or what he (Bush) calls “low intensity 
conflict” in support of war against 
communism in the various regions.

Undoubtedly, the African region 
will be affected, one way or the other, 
by the outcome of this election. Jina- 
du, for instance, does not forsee a 
change in US African policy if Bush 
wins. Adds Uche: “Africa should not 
expect a miracle if Bush wins. Bush 
and Reagan designed the Constructive 
Engagement policy."

A Bush victory will almost certainly 
roll back whatever progress is likely to 
have been made in Southern Africa. 
This eventuality is clearly implied in 
his “low intensity conflict” strategy

The strategy suggests continued 
support for the rebel UNITA move­
ment in Angola. Bush does not also 
favour sanctions against South Africa. 
And he is not (unlike Dukakis) in sup­
port of debt relief.

Perhaps, the most dangerous im­
plication of a Bush victory for Africa is
o Dole Early shock for Bush

Rev. Jackson made history, not just as 
the first Black man to be taken 
seriously as a contender for a major 
US party’s presidential ticket, but also 
in winning a number of key primaries 
(and in coming second in several 
others in all-white states in several 
parts of the country). He came 
second to Dukakis in the number of 
delegates at the end of the Democratic 
primaries June 7, and was vigorously 
pushed by Blacks in the party for the 
vice-presidential spot.

Dukakis entered his ra< 
with a lead of over 
points — completely wiped out by th 
end of August. A los 
tomorrow will cause something of 
panic in the Democratic party. And 
will not just come as a result of frustra­
tions about having to be out of the 
White House for 12 years (1980-1992). 
It is more likely going to be due to the 
fact that Dukakis is part of the new 
group of Democrats widely seen as the 
party’s hope for greater competitive­
ness with the Republicans. This group is 
believed to have broad appeal and is 
adjudged capable of attracting Repub­
lican support because among other 
things, it de-emphasises ideology in 
favour of effective economic manage­
ment.

The Democratic establishment, 
I according to experts like Robert G. 
I Beckel, is no longer under the illusion 

that the New Deal Coalition of Frank­
lin D.Rossevelrcan no longer serve the 
interests of the party.

Not surprisingly, Dukakis’ positions 
in this election have tended to centre 
on problems like modernising ailing 
plants, retraining workers, child-care, 

i health benefits, welfare reform, trade 
deficit, balancing of the budget, aid to 
education and housing, govemment- 

I industry-labour partnership, and re- 
I gional development.
! Experts say that a key to the Duka- 
i kis agenda is the assumption that the 
I Republican Party is not going to be 
I able to stem US economic decline. 
: Therefore, he will try to cn- 
‘ hance the competitiveness of US com- 
I panics, find new markets for Amer­

ican goods, regain lost markets and 
improve the country’s productive 

■ capacity. In choosing Senator Lloyd 
i Bentsen as his running-mate, Dukakis 
| hoped to enhance his managerial 
I credentials and to make it difficult for 
i the Republicans to dub him a “tax- 

and-spend” liberal.

a possible South African retreat from 
the current peace process, into fresh 
intransigence, leading to a prolonga­
tion of the conflict there.

If Dukakis, wins, it is almost certain 
that we shall return to the constructive 
US-African co-operation of the Carter 
period. The influence of the Rev. 
Jackson in a Dukakis administration 
will be tremendous and this is likely to 
mean greater US understanding of the 
concerns of the African mainstream. 
Dukakis has said he will recognise the 
MPLA government in Luanda. He is 
likely to push for reforms in South 
Africa itself, having already agreed 
with the idea that the racist enclave is a 
terrorist state.

In the final analysis, tomorrow's 
election is unlikely to be a referendum 
on any foreign policy issue. Domestic 
realities are what will determine the 
outcome. But the real puzzle is that 
the race is tied up with tough pointers.

Item — the “Spnngsteeners." Ex­
perts say that the Springsteeners 
(named after musician Bruce Spring­
steen) are treated in this year’s race with 
as much deference as the Silent Major­
ity, the Born-Again Christians and the 
Reagan Democrats enjoyed in the 
Nixon versus Humphrey, Carter ver­
sus Ford, and Reagan versus Mondale 
contests of 1968, 1976 and 1984 re­
spectively. Bush and Dukakis are said 
to be convinced that the group (15 per 
cent of the voters, white, married, 
mostly school certificate holders, 
under 45, low-income families favour­
ing education and opposed to drugs 
and dirty environment; $20,000 to 
$50,000 per annum) will cast the deci­
sive ballots this year. Which candidate 
will they vote for?

Item — Dan Quayle. This reputedly 
handsome, 41-year-old Indiana sena­
tor is adjudged unfit for the office of 
the vice president. Some pollsters pre­
dict that he will hurt Bush. Others say 
that the public is not bothered, one 
way or the other. Voters have not 
given their verdict. Tomorrow, will 
they vote for or against the man called 
President Quayle?

Item — Since 1832, no incumbent 
US vice president has succeeded his 
Commander-in-Chief in office. 
Richard Nixon tried in 1960 to suc­
ceed General Dwight D. Eisenhow­
er and lost to Kennedy. Will history 
fail to repeat itself this year? Many, 
many pointers. Hardly any simple 
answers. See you tomorrow.
By Chukwuemeka Gahla with reports 
from Onukaba Adlnoyl-Olo (In Nashville, 
Tennessee, USA), Emenike Okorle, Debo 
Adeslna and Abraham Ogbodo
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Manipulation by campaign staff creates problem of choice
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Michael Dukakis himself. Dukakis 
was one challenger who was not fore- 
ceful enough to dictate the pace and 
tone of the campaign. Rather, he fol­
lowed the leads pointed by Bush. In­
stead of being aggressive he often had 
to defend himself. He became the prey 
when he should have been the pre­
dator

While the Bush camp dished out the 
sound-bites especially in their com­
mercials. Dukakis' team responded

o Baker end Sasso (nght): On their masters’service 
started out on the campaign trail as far 
back as 1968 when Nixon contested 
against Lyndon Johnson. They have 
learnt and perfected what is known as 

iblican’s well-honed strat 
J it effectively against

^FHERE is certainly no strict for- 
II mula for the presidency of the 

United States of America. And rightly 
so too. The most powerful office in the 
world is too fleeting to have a list of 
how-tos for every, Tom, Dick and 
Harry to come, read and thenceforth 
proceed to rule

Yet, beyond programming as the 
office itself seems, getting there can be 
much more difficult. The race for the 
White House does assume certain 
forms. For each candidate has to de­
sign his own winning formula. But, of 
course, the one that captures the 
American mood wins.

For 1988, the trump-card 
has been the ability of the 
campaign staff to package 
the candidate, make him glit­
zy, even when he has little or 
no substance, and sell him to 
the electorates. Add to this 
the ability to coin the right 
lines with which one candi­
date deprecates the other’s 
imprecations.

However, the result as it 
has turned out. is that Amer­
icans arc going to choose 
their 41st president more for 
his gamesmanship in contest 
than for actual leadership qualities. 
Thanks to the bchind-the-scene tech­
nocrats who pivoted the entire cam­
paign on a dexterous use of television 
through which the agenda for triviali­
ties was set.
The Republican Party and indeed, its 

candidate, George Walker Bush, eer­
ily raised this to the level of high 
Traditionally acclaimed as a part 

of the rich, the Republicans invested 
fortune on the media, especially the 
television. Marketing and adver­
tising via this medium formed 
the kernel of their campaign. And 
from that point, issues were manipu­
lated to suit Bush’s purpose.

In their masterly handling of the 
media campaign, the issues were nev­
er allowed much discussion. Rather, 
trivial and negative messages about 
Michael Dukakis, the Democratic 
candidate were beamed into Amer­
ican homes. He was endlessly por­
trayed in these commercials as a liberal 
too far from the mainstream of Amer­
ica, who does not support reciting the 
pledge of allegiance in schools but in­
itiated the Massachussetts Prison-

rnt and 
the Repub 
and used 
Democrats.

More importantly, against these 
veterans, the Democrats pitched a 

of brilliant but inexperienced 
And observers say the team’s 
inability to come up with a good 

gic planning was due to this re- 
inexpericnce.

so. Bush’s ability to shift the 
jn from that of ideas to that of 

tivism has been made possible by

with lack-lustre messages with preten-• 
sions of dignity. Unfortunately, in this 
attempt at a dignified race, Dukakis' 
beliefs and aspirations were never well 
articulated. And as 
peya, deputy foreign 
Guardian says: “His 
came across."

Almost too late. 
Dukakis team see med 
ability to dictate the tom 
while fighting dirty, the 
was getting away with many | 
succeeding even more ii. 
Dukakis on the defensive. ______,
with the return of John Sasso, his 
point-man who had once resigned. 
Dukakis too had to descend, fighting 
back at the opponent’s 
level and returning taunts for taunts. 
But this happened seemingly too late.

“Where were his advisers 
all along.” remains the en­
gaging question* And the 
answer could be: “They went 
to sleep and since they were 
holding the strings, the pup­
pet too must go to bed.”

Which brings forth the new 
dimension the role of tech­
nocrats in the American cam­
paign has assumed. In this 
race, they over-shadow’ed 
even the candidates. They 
have done most of the ex­
changes, designed the lines in 

commercials and candidates speeches. 
The candidates were teleguidcd 
beyond what to say to the ridiculous 
point of what gestures to make at what 
period of a debate and what message a 
particular tic could convey.

Of course the effect on the quality of 
the leaders-to-be is instructive. Sena­
tor Dan Quayle, the Republican vice 
presidential candidate once lost the 
script of a speech prepared for him on 
the Strategic Defence Initiative (SDI) 
by the campaign staff. And the senator 
who is supposedly an expert on de­
fence policies gave a speech of his 
own. It was most incomprehensible

With the race so teleguidcd and de­
void of substance, observers say, the 
American electorate could not have 
known any of their candidates 
enough. Thus, the office and the na­
tion is a loser against whoever wins. 
For it is enough that the two candi­
dates have come across as hardly the 
best of America. That the electioneer­
ing process has prevented them from 
being evaluated in their elements 
further illuminates how short the 
country has sold herself in 1988.

By Debo Adeslna
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• Should little Dare be allowed to die?
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i>v hunger
An abandoned child's 
unnecessary march to death

abandoned since he was in the “care” 
of his great grand-mother. Moreover, 
the government official said, the case 
of indigency had first to be established 
by the appropriate authorities. Mean­
while, Dare’s condition is worsening; 
for there is no improvement in the 
situation of food supply at his 18, Ply­
mouth Road, Benin City. Neither is 
there any serious programme of in­
tervention regarding his health. 
“What the boy needs,” says a com­
munity health specialist “is an im­
proved programme of nutrition.” But 
since this is not forthcoming as long as 
he remains with his great grand­
mother, he needs a completely new 
environment. And the earlier the bet­
ter. For if he is not rescued fast from 
this situation he may become mentally 
retarded even if he manages to survive 
physically.”

Asked to suggest a possible way out 
of the boy’s dangerous condition, a 
social worker in Benin said only public 

l‘ interest could influence the relevant 
government departments to step into 
the matter. “I don’t think the Bendel 
State’s Military Governor, Col. Tunde 
Ogbeha or the Federal Health Minis­
ter Professor Olikoye Ransome-Kuti 
will allow this innocent child to die “if 
they are aware of his condition.”

He said the public, too, ought to be 
able to decide if the boy deserves to 
die. “If they feel he shouldn’t, then 
they should save him.”

• Dare: Abandoned by his parents, for an aged great grand mother 
about the boy’s dangerous condition 
said it was the duty of the office of the 
Chief Social Welfare Officer to handle 
the matter. But an official of the 
Ministry of Youth Sports and Social 
Welfare said it was not easy to deal 
with the boy’s case.

He could not be said to have been

EfpHIS child is starving — and, 
U maybe, dying. For he is always 

yearning for food, especially when he 
beholds a stranger’s face. He thinks 
they bear what his great grandmother 
seems always to lack.

He is so weak he cannot stand on his 
feet. His body is frail and, coupled 
with the riot of rashes on his skin, he 
seems always to be in pain when he is 
lifted. He stools frequently — from 
diarrhoea — and his legs are swollen. 
That is the evidence of malnutrition.

His father is nowhere to be found. 
His mother, too, has ran away and his 
grandmother is out of sight. When no­
body seemed to want him, his great 
grandmother, who is very old and 
weak and poor, offered to bear the 
little burden, along with other grand­
children she is saddled with. “Who 
knows, he could become SOME­
BODY, someday,” she hoped. Now, 
this hope is cracking. And Dare, who 
really could become SOMEBODY 
someday, is face-to-face with death, as 
hunger — and maybe disease — ravages 
the flesh and marrows of the little boy .

A concerned citizen has made a spi­
rited effort to halt Dare’s march to 
unnecessary death. But a combination 
of inhumanity and dishonesty has frus­
trated this effort.

On Saturday, October 22 the con­
cerned citizen found Dare’s condition 
so frightening he rushed him to the 
University of Benin Teaching Hospit­
al, Benin City. He required oral re­
hydration therapy, which is supplied 
freely under the Federal Government- 
sponsored Primary Health Care 
Scheme. But nurses at the children’s 
emergency ward extracted fifty kobo 
from the child’s wards, the cost of a 
plastic teaspoon; and it required the 
generosity of the mother of another 
child for Dare to find a cup for his 

I immediate dose of the sugar and salt 
I solution. And although the concerned 

citizen expected the boy to be admit­
ted to the nutrition unit of the hospit­
al, the docctor on duty later dismissed 
him and his great grandmother be­
cause, according to the old woman, 
there was no bed.

A top official of the Bendel State 
Ministry of Health who was alerted
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9 uajowa- Desperate efforts to bail ol 
sinking airline

But the turn of events does not seem 
to bear out Bisrat’s optimism. The 
heavy passenger rush in the last days 
of the old fares have reduced to a trick­
le. Observers are even predicting that 
the traffic will still go down. And that 
the Nigeria Airways, the national car­
rier, might be the worse off for the new 
increase. This thinking is informed by 
the fact that the Nigeria Airways is 
unpopular, even on domestic routes, 
owing to its frequent cancellation of 
flights and the airline’s woeful record 
of botching schedules. With such 
problems that defy solution, observers 
believe that the national carrier might 
not be able to compete with the fore­
ign airlines for the few passengers on 
the international route.

Like a critic pointed < 
ways may be pricing i 
market like the “volki

the increase will lead to a drop in pas­
senger traffic, which in effect means a 
cut in their profit margin. But as they 
have no say in BAR’S deliberations, 
they have no option but to accept the 
increase as a fait accompli.

At Kalife Travel Bureau, Lagos, 
and Transmission Travels Agency Ike- 
ja, the consensus is that passenger 
traffic, which even before the increase 
has been low, will witness a further 
slump. The representatives of these 
two travel agencies aver that the con­
solation lies in the belief that those 
who have com mited themselves to 
travelling before the increase will still 
do so.

Femi Ogunleye Nigeria Airwayc 
chief image maker, however, agr^vc 
with the travel bureaus’ position- 
"there will be less passengers,” ..v 
says, “but the airline will make mor 
money. Nigerians, he says, were or 
being hypocritical when former Ax

tion Minister, Jeremiah Useni was cri- 
tised for saying that “air travel is not 
for the poor.” Americans and Euro­
peans, Ogunleyc, points out, save and 
plan for upward of five years for their 
holiday. “But Nigerians always want 
the easy way out of things; regular air 
travel should be for business men," he 
lectured. The Airways image maker, 
however, denied newspaper reports 
that the airline is increasing its interna­
tional flights, saying “even domestic 
flights arc being rationalized.”

Yemare Bisrat, chairman of BAR 
which lobbied for the hike, also dis­
agrees xvith the gloomy picture 
painted by the travel agencies and Femi 
Ogunleye. Bisrat does not forsee a 
slump in passenger traffic now, or in 
the future. Basing his argument on the 
rush in the last days before the hike 
took effect, he said “People are still 
travelling, and they will continue to 
travel.",,
sf

ANNE Okwanuzor, 26, an em- 
>%ployee of one of the federal minis­
tries in Lagos had a dream: to go to 
America for her post-graduate studies 
before the year 1989 runs out. She 
had, therefore, been saving most of 
her earnings towards buying a ticket to 
New York. But last week the Ministry 
of Aviation threw a spanner into her 
works; the ministry approved a 100 
per cent increase in the cost of air tick­
ets for oversea routes.

For Okwanuzor, not only has the 
increase altered her timetable, but her 
dream of post-graduate studies in 
America has become even more diffi­
cult to achieve. Her days of self-denial 
it seems are far from being over.

Okwanuzor’s plight represents that 
of many Nigerians whose itchy feet 
will be cooled, at least for sometime by 
the increase in airfare. The lucky ones 
who had, however, bought their tickets 
before the increase was announced 
turned the international wing of the 
Murtala Muhammed Airport into a 
mad house, last Monday, the last 
effective date for the old fares.

Passengers travelling to Europe and 
New York struggled fiercely to pick up 
tickets at the old rates or confirm their 
trips. Many of the passengers 
wore gloomy expressions, complain­
ing about the increase as being too 
astronomical. Beginning from the first 
day of November, the air fare on a 
Lagos-London economy class ticket 
becomes N6.538 from N3.269. While 
first class fares on the same route 
which used to be N5.482 now costs 
MIO,964. Similarly the Lagos-New 
York economy class fare has shot up to 
N7,224 from the old fare of N3.612 as 
the first class fare takes a gallop to 
Nil,242 from N5.621.

Predictably, the airlines 
over the new increase. For 
now they, through the Boa. _ 
lines Representatives (BAR), have 
been demanding an increase in air 
fares. According to them, air fares in 
Nigeria are cheaper compared to that 
of other countries. This they claim 
make them run at a loss. With the 
increase, therefore, they believe they 
can recoup some of their losses.

But if the airlines arc smiling over 
the increase, the travel agencies 
are not. To them the air fare 
would have remained as it was, before 
the increase. Their contention is that
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It may be argued that 
while military coups 
engender instability, 
corruption and mis­
management alienate 
the people from go­
vernment thereby cre­
ating an unstable poli- 

Major-General

soldiers to look the other way 
when civilians desecrate the constitu­
tion and plunder the treasury. Haru­
na, presenting a paper entitled “Milit­
ary discipline and the stability of the 
Third Republic”, thinks “the military 
as an integral part of the Nigerian soci­
ety cannot be barricaded in the bar­
racks to live m their own separate 
ideals of the animal farm...Sooner or 
later, they may bolt out of the stables 
for want of care, due to neglect or for 
want of something better to do due to 
suffocating boredom....”’ Haruna’s 
position is understandable. As a major 
participant in the coup that snuffed life 
out of the First Republic, it will smack 
of hypocrisy if he should now con­
demn military intervention.

President Babangida has repeatedly 
said his government will not renege on 
its promise to return power to politi­
cians in 1992. He has, while marking 
his third year in office last August, also 
said his would be the last military 
administration. Observers feel that

Sule: Civilians need time to perfect a stable political system

the president’s optimism was predi­
cated on the belief that future politi­
cians would work harmoniously to 
bring about a good government.

But the question is: How do you 
achieve this political harmony in 1992? 
Here, interesting suggestions were 
given. For instance, Adamu Ciroma 
(Dalatun Fika), minister of finance in 
the Second Republic, sues for unity 
among politicians through a system of 
participatory democracy In his 24- 
page paper entitled “First and Second 
Republic: Lessons for the Third Re­
public,” Ciroma urged future political 
leaders to ensure that various interest 
groups in the country are represented 
in government to reflect the diversity 
in the country. Dr Doyin Okupe sug­
gests the emergence of newbreed 
politicians, electoral officers, voters, 
and policemen and journalists. In­
deed. he was calling for newbreed 
Nigerians. Professor D. Aihe says the 
country should adopt open election as 
opposed to the secret ballot system. 
Under the open election system, vo­
ters will assemble at designated poll­
ing stations on election day, and the 
system of voting will be by the raising 
of the hand Aihe says this is to avoid 
rigging and the bitterness that normal­
ly ensues.

At the end of proceedings, the ques­
tion was whether a panacea had been 
found for military coups. One partici­
pant feels that the exercise could at 
best be described as a rigmarole be­
cause the military, having tasted pow­
er and having no major occupation, 
would continue to intervene and upset 
the political apple-cart.

______________ **________ By Mike Ubani |
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/~\ FTER two botched civilian reg- 
Zr^Aimes and 18 years of military rule, 
their apprehension seems justified. 
Most Nigerians doubt whether the sol­
diers will remain in their barracks after 
President Ibrahim Babangida might 
have handed over power to an elected 
civilian government in 1992. The 
reasoning that some militaiy person­
nel who have not tasted political pow­
er may want to do so, and a consensus 
that most vices like corruption and 
mismanagement which the soldiers 
allude to as raison d’etre for staging 
coups are yet to be excised, became 
the focus of the two-day conference on 
“Stability of the Third Republic” 
organised by the Concord Press last 
week (November 1-2). According to 
Chief Moshood Kashimawo Abiola, 
publisher of Concord newspapers, the 
conference was aimed at finding 
reasons and answers to the problem of 
instability in the country.

The reasons and answers have come 
from those who should know Alhaji 
Yusufu Manama Sule (the Danmasa- 
nin Kano). Chairman of the occasion, 
has been a participant in national life 
since the age of 25. Nigeria’s former 

I permanent representative at the UN. 
and a key member of former President 
Shehu Shagari’s defunct National Par­
ty of Nigeria (NPN). Manama Sule 
said that “instability in Nigeria is not 
measured so much in the form of ac­
tive manifestation of discontent by the 

I people but rather through the fre­
quent and forceful incursion of the 

. military into the inner recesses of poli- 
1 tical power." He contends that other, 
j manifestations of instability like 
| poverty and corruption could be tack­

led by politicians if they are allowed to
I perfect a given political system.

i Sule’s position may not be totally 
correct. Before the close of Shagari’s 
government in 1983. there was alre- 

| ady mass despondency and discon- 
I tentment arising principally from the 

economic mismanagement and conse- 
i quent hardships brought about by Sha- 
1 gari’s misrule. It was, therefore, not 

surprising to observe that Nigerians 
who felt marginalised, shouted for joy

J when Shagari was overthrown.

18



Not yet, hangman
Lagos high court grants temporary respite to condemned youths
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while the oldest was”S5.’ Thus the 
youngest is now 17 while the oldest is 
28 years. .....

According to him, the convicts were 
iresehted by counsels during 
and age was not pleaded by 

•ny of them. In any case’, fie sat'd, only' 
i person under seven years could not ‘ 
>e held criminally respdn’s'ible'for any 
act of omission, quoting' section'30'bf 
the Criminal Code tobiitrcsshispomt.' " 
He also quoted section Z'of'the.Cri-’ 
minal Procedure Law’of Lagos State- 
which describes a child as *‘anyqjersdn- 
who has riot attained the age of 14” 
and a juvenile offender asah offender 
who has not attained the age of 17. He. 
did not, however, say. what punish*, 
ment awaits a juvenile offender. .-J , 

But in his application, supported by. . 
a 21-point affidavit,' the .applicanL _. 
Adelekc Sanusi of the Gani Eawehin-. 
mi Chambers maintains thaiJ'at the. .. 
time of the alleged commission, of the. 
offence with which the young hoys, 
were charged, all the young.boys.were.. . 
below the age of..17.. (seventeen). . 
years”. And in arguing the motion, 
Tayo Oyetibo from the.same..cham*. .. 
bers cited section 368 of.the Criminal. .. 
Procedure Law of Lagos. State .which . 
says an accused person.below..17. can*, 
not on conviction be sentenced to 
death. "The right alternativefora per* ... 
son of that age,” he said,, “is to detain .. 
him at the Governor’s pleasure”. .He . 
therefore deposed that the proposed. . 
execution amounted to.‘.‘.felony?’ and, 
quoting the Supreme .Court..judger 
ment in the Gani Fawahimni.Vs, AkL .. 
lu and Togun case given.in.December. . 
1987, he argued that.‘.‘all.Nigeians and . 
residents in Nigeria”.are.duty;bound, 
‘to prevent the coramission.of felony..’. .

Justice Famakinwa.was..convinced 
that Oyetibo had established a.P.rima. 
facie case and accordingly.granted the. . 
interim injuction restraining..the.six. . 
defendants -r- the Attoxney-General 
of the Federation, the. Attorney. 
General.of Lagos State, Mili.tary.Gov- 
ernor of.Lagos stale. Inspector .Gener­
al of Police, Chief, of Army.Staff,, and 
the Director of prisons or, their agents 
— from executing.the .12..youths by 
firing squad or. by.any.other; means.

Legal .experts approached, on the 
case declined comment on the ground 
that the matter is now sub judice.

By Chlma Ewcama

^INCE he was raised to the bench 
^Jtwo years ago and later 

appointed chairman of the second Ike- 
ja Armed Robbery and Firearms Tri­
bunal, Mr. Justice Moshood A. Olug- 
bani has handled quite some cele­
brated cases. And he has passed a 
number of death sentences too.

Only last Wednesday for instance he 
condemned three men — Olajide 
Akinyeni and two others who had 
been standing trial since 1986 on 
charges of armed robbery. But the 
most talked about case handled by the 
judge to date remains that of the 12 
youths he condemned June 22. The 
verdict has caused ripples accross the 
nation and beyond, surpassing by far 
the waves created by the life-sentence 
verdict of the same judge in the cele­
brated Yemisi Akinsanmi (alias 
Yemo) case of June last year.

Although the death sentence has 
been passed on the youths by the Tri­
bunal, the fate of the youths is by no 
means sealed. An Ikeja High Court, 
headed by Mr. Justice Victor Fama­
kinwa, granted an ex parte motion call­
ing for a stay of execution pending the 
determination of the appeal. Thus un­
til the substantive suit is decided, the 
condemned youths cannot be reached 
by the hangman.

Augustine Eke, MoiiamuivJ S-r.r.;, 
Jubnl Ismaila, Kabii 
Shahabu Muhasu, ___ 
Garuba, Mohammed Garuba, 
Mohammed Ibrahim, Kiki Francis, 
Awuji Roshe and Oluwole Jatari are 
among 15 boys who stood trial before 
the tribunal for robbing one Alhaja 
Latifatu Odusanya and her two sons 
(Afolabi and Layiwola) of money and 
items worth N561,770 at their Ikorodu 
residence, September 4, 1984. One of 
the accused, Alkasu Mamunam had 
died in the course of the trial while the 
other two, John Alli and Sunday Pe­
ters (first and second accused who 
were house boys to Odunsaya) were 
said to have been sent to their country 
— Benin Republic — in a prisoner­
swap deal between Nigeria and Benin 
Republic.

The attention which the sentence 
attracted obviously stemmed from the 
plea by the defence counsels that the 
boys were under-aged (their ages were 
said to be between 16 and 18 years) at 
the time the said offence was commit­
ted, as well as alleged irregularities in

• Fadayomi: The trial was proper and fair.
the trial. Individuals and organisa­
tions, notably the London based 
Amnesty International sent in peti­
tions to the then military governor of 
Lagos State, Captain Mike Akhigbe 
asking him to commute the sentence. 
Akhigbe was still considering the peti­
tions when he was redeployed last 
July.

The matter seemed to have been 
forgotten by the public until the Lagos 
State Attorney General and Commis­
sioner for Justice Mrs. Eniola 
Fadayomi in a press briefing October 
27 reaffirmed the death sentence. Mrs 
Fadayomi who seemed in no way im­
pressed by the under-age pleas de­
clared: “if we have to bend to their 
demand, we may have to close down 
our tribunals”. To her, what matters is 
whether the trial was fair or not, and in 
her own judgement the trial was 
“proper and fair... The military gov­
ernor has confidence in the tribunal 
and the matter is laid to rest.”

This statement, seen by many as an 
indication that the military governor 
may soon sign the death warrant of the 
boys, once again awakened the case in 
public consciousness. Public 
apprehension was even more accentu­
ated by the assertion by the Director 
of Public Presecution (DPP), Mr. 
Abiodun Kessington that none of the 
condemned youths is under-aged. 
Kessington had on October 31, four 
days after Fadayomi’s press briefing 
issued a statement in which he claimed 
that the youngest (at the time the off­
ence was committed) was 14 years
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First Ladies 
confer
ZAS part of efforts to im- 

L=Bprove the living standard 
of under-privileged children 
in her country, the Ivorien 

r* first lady, Madame Therese

•> Madame Mane Boigny 
president Pieter Botha early 
last month
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services Finance and 
•Accounts; Engineering and 
Maintenance and Flight op­
erations

Last week, the Pilot and 
Engineers association de­
clared a trade dispute with 
the management of the air- 

? uCaI?e l’nc- Part l^e’r grievances 
of the be- jnciuded the reluctance of the 

lIcVa7S‘ Nigeria Airways to imple- 
uc..a^ mcnt l^e Elongated Salary 

Scheme.

laws of Lagos State).
At the Yaba magistrate 

court where they were 
arraigned after their deten­
tion, the two journalists 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charge. After listening to the 
pleas of Messrs B.l. Abka 
and Emman Medugin, coun­
sels for the defendants, Chief 
Magistrate Z.A. Raham 
granted them bail in the sum 
ofN2,000each with one sure­
ty each in like sum.

The “offending” report 
was published by the paperon 
Monday November 1, under 
the caption “Diplomats com­
plain of Drunken Police­
man”. In it, Oji had reported 
that the Lagos State Police 
Commissioner, Ahmadu 
Seidu, had given the police at 
the Ikoyi station a dress­
down for their unruly be­
haviour and poor sanitary 
condition.

©gugtaaja 
scales first 
tardies 
As^lcdte 

/’ his bid to regajr
police 
behi 
Gan

___ state where 
/ere showed products of 
.1 belonging to co- 
•;ve societies organised 

by the Better Life For Rural 
Women Committee in Enu­
gu. Mrs. Babangida was pre­
sented with an award as the 
chief initiator of the prog­
ramme.

Later in Abuja, at the Aki- 
nola Aguda presidential 
lodge, Mrs. Boigny unfolded 
her plans — “Ndaya” which 
was created to improve the 
living standardd of under- 
priveleged children. Though 
the talks centred on welfare, 
there are in­
dications that the visit might 
have also been to soothe the 
nerves of Nigeria, after Cote 
d’Ivoire’s talks with racist

• Mariam Babangida
Marie Houphouet-Boigny ar­
rived Abuja on a four day 
note-swapping visit last week 
to the warm embrace of her 
Nigerian counterpart and 

per hostess, Mrs. Mariam Baban- 
seas gida. The Nigerian First Lady 

who had earlier called 
lobile Madame Boigny, her “dear 
irding sister” described the visit as 

"significant” against the 
background of fostering ex­
cellent relations that have ex­
isted between the two nations 
from prc-colonial times. In ball rolli: 
her brief response, Madame >ng Chris 
Boigny thanked Mariam for pj* dcPL 
her warm reception and 
hoped that the visit would 
help cement existing bonds of 
friendship between Nigeria 
and Cote d’Ivoire.

The First Ladies with a re­
tinue of delegates visited

Vanguard duo 
arraigned

’:e were not in a 
.j humorous mood 
y stalked into the 
the Vanguard news-

— :sday. By Fn- 
mood had hardly 
/ut they had set the 
towards prosccut- 

rkojie and Michael 
and repor- 

espectively. The duo 
being tried for pub- 

tory which the 
— capable of 

_ I alarm con- 
to section 51(1) of the 

inal code (Cap. 31 of

I week face one of his toughest 
(tests since he * 
I Sole Administrator c 
I leaguered Nigeria AiruQUC 
Just two weeks ago, on I 
October 28, the French Sup­
reme Court granted authority 
to SOGERMA, a subsidiary 
of the Airbus Industries, to 
dispose of the two airbus 
(A310) aircraft confiscated 
from the Nigeria Airways — 
mid this year.

However, unlike the 
earlier court judgement 

‘against the national carrier in 
Bordeux, France last 
September, the French Sup­
reme Court gave the airline 
till December 1 to pay up the 
N188 million debt owed 
SOGERMA or lose both air­
craft. The lower court’s deci­
sion in Bordeux had given the 
Nigeria airways three 
months, which expires in mid 
December to pay up or lose 
one airbus to reclaim the 
money owed the airbus sub­
sidiary. Last week, Nigerian 
airways chief spokesman , 
Femi Ogunleye said that the 
airline was already in touch 
with financial houses on the 

• possibility of raising funds to 
pay the debt owed on the air­
craft.

Oh the homefront, howev­
er, fears of retrenchment in 
the local offices of the airline, 
has gripped most of its staff. 
This follows the retrench­
ment' by Bajowa of 60 p— 
centof the airline’s oversc 
staff late last month.

It is believed that mcL” 
policemen now guarding 
strategic locations including 
the Nigeria Airways house 
headquarters and the air­
line’s engineering depart­
ment, are to forestall any out­
break of violence or sabotage 
resulting from the forth com­
ing retrenchment. Already, 

I there are indications that va­
rious departments of the air­
line would be merged, leav­
ing the national carrier with 
only four departments; 
Administration and Personel

Ogugbuaja 
_: first hurdle in 
I to regain his job in the 
force Pleading on his 

half, his counsel, Chief 
_ ini Fawehinmi told the 
Lagos High Court that an 
abrupt dismissal of his client 
without trial was a violation 
of section 33 of the constitu­
tion as well as a deprivation 
of his fundamental human 
rights.

Ruling in favour of Ogug­
buaja, Justice Olushola Tho­
mas granted a stay on all 
further actions regarding the 
dismissal until the court de­
cides otherwise. This is in 
order to give the defendant 
time to enforce his rights.

Ogugbuaja whose stormy 
career took a twist after his 
alleged interview with the 
Cross River State owned 
Chronicle newspapers, was 
given the boot on October20. 
In his letter of dismissal, he 
was accused of treason under 
sections 37 and 41 of the Cri­
minal Code, Sedition under 
section 51 and incitement 
under section 44.

Anambra 
they were; 
women t 
operative: 
by the Be1

imei
Mr
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tually turned to these areas, the burst of energy was such 
that the university made straight for the front seat. Ibadan 
ought to recognise that, in order not to degenerate into 
incestuous scholarship, it must continually strive for social 
relevance.

The route to continued relevance appears, for now, to 
lie in steering the stock of talented manpower towards a 
problem-solving ethic. We see nothing but exciting achieve­
ment ahead, should the departments of History and Political 
Science pool their resources, to found a centre for Diploma­
tic Studies to teach diplomacy, history and international 
relations to diplomats.

This is the kind of option which Ibadan must explore in 
some depth, for it appears that the movement towards such 
specialised establishments indicates the future course of the 
university. Fortunately, the university cannot reasonably 
plead that it is hit by a drought of manpower. Instead, what, 
seems to be absent is the confident spirit to perceive the wide 
opportunities and embark on the profitable adventure.

The opportunities are available in a wide range of areas. 
In sociology for example, an attractive enterpr 
to encourage people to specialise in social work, 
and emphasis in such courses as Economics, 
Insurance, and Public Administration should: _________
practical accent. There is, we envisage, one certain snag to 
the flowering of this vision. That snag is, predictably, the 
shortage of funds. This quotient has caused considerable 
friction between Ibadan and 
mission (NUC). The authorities of the universit] 
decaying infrastructure in Ibadan owe to 
coming from the NUC. ' 
impressed, and has argued 
can be under the

But a way ■ 
NUC ought to b( 
swing the univei 
very wise — UI 
challenge.

■PHE attainment of the age of 40 is. in a certain sense, a 
I significant achievement. In the case of an institution of 

higher learning, the attainment of that age calls for celebra­
tions. And so, it is appropriate that the University of Ibadan 
is marking its 40th year with much jollity and self-satisfied 
assessment.

Since its birth in 1948 as University College, Ibadan, UI 
has grown from strength to strength and is now a leading 
centre for research, enquiry and academic training. The 
university has striven, in these glorious 40 years, to exem­
plify the best traditions of scholarship. Indeed, UI should 
take just pride in its stock of manpower, easily the most 
sophisticated among its peer institutions.

Beyond that, the university’s verifiable success story 
places it in a position where modesty must be an almost 
impossible feat. The institution’s performance in the liberal 
arts remains as yet unbeaten. Ibadan has the distinction of 
producing a good number of Nigeria’s eminent writers and 
artists. In the social and basic sciences, UI has made envi­
able strides that continue to be the guiding light to other 
institutions in Nigeria and even beyond.

These achievements were not fortuitous; they came, 
instead, from long and sustained planning, and from, the 
vision of the founders of the university who were determined 
from the outset, to keep it on the path of functioning within a 
dynamic social framework. Part of the university’s staying 
power, its source of enduring relevance, lies precisely in its 
keeping faith with its foundation tenet. True to this tenet, 
the university has collected easily the biggest library in 
Nigeria.

But it has not been an altogether unpunctuated story of 
successes. UI remains for too long in the shadows of the 
designs of the colonial administration which set it up. It took 
a disturbing period before the university decided to embrace 
the social mandate of diversifying its scope of research and 
studies to such areas as agriculture, engineering, and com­
puter sciences. Even so, it is a tribute to the peculiarly 
fibrous commitment of Ibadan that when its attention even-

ATABILIT^1 (RV-

3 pei 
rofitable 
in a wide range < 
’ rjrise would .be

■c. The content 
, Banking and 
acquire a new

____ .1 snag tc
. „ , predictably, th«

- n>iotient has caused considerable 
«..d the National Universities Com- 
;thorities of the university say the 
in Ibadan owe to the paltry funds 
The commission has been scarcely 

„ that Ibadan’s deal is as fair as 
prevailing circumstances.

out of the cash crunch is possible. UI and 
>e able to meet each other half way in order to 

-’ersity onto a new direction. At 40 — and 
JI we are sure, will prove itself equal to the



Dedicated to Serve You Better.
Head Office: P.O. Box 1066, Hospilal Road, Kaduna. Tel: 213928, Telex: 71156 UNIVERSAL. NG.

 NUBt
THE CHAIRMAN, 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 
MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF 

NIGERIA UNIVERSAL BANK LIMITED

I
ALHAJI ABIDU YAZID
Chairman, Nigeria Universal Bank Limited

.... •“'•;:" ihe oceMsiono7^^^^^

Z:7^7=S^ffls'hTghly esteemed office.

ig Col. Lawrence Anebi Onoja on
„„ (RED DAYS in office as the GOV- 

•-ERNOR OF KATSINA STATE and wish him continued success in

NIGERIA UNIVERSAL BANK LTD.

............ C'OL'.LAWRENCE a. onoja psc, fss
JMilttayry Governor  ̂Kats Ina State

After 14 years of friendly services to our local customers as 
------- Kaduna Co-Operative Bank Limited, we are now widening 

our. horizon to serve Nigerians all over the country. This is 
—why we have changed our name to: “Nigeria Universal 

H-jBank Limited.”

________



more action
Katsina State governor sets a fast pace to beat a two-year dead-line
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Onoja in Katsina

Action, 100 days after,

f

7,1988, Lawrence Ane- 
le 41-year-old army col- 

lop at Government House, 
back from one of those trips 

fact few people would 
>ming, he had gone to 

il of the areas in the 
apply project. It was 

•-y bad roads to Kankara. 
cmony and putting smiles 
bitants of the area, mem- 
.tourage, inclucding jour- 
sard to the return trip to

done yet. Katsina would 
rprise visit to the site of 

. j pity. The governor and his 
• was only after a thorough 
— *«—‘--aded home,

plans he has for us. For we are sure he won’t fail 
us.” Abdu Bature Radda, a staff of the Immigra­
tion Department, Katsina, goes beyond the realm 
of the superlative in search of an appropriate way 
of describing Governor Onoja’s achievements: “If 
there were something more than lOOper cent, I’ll 
give it to him." Other residents and indigenes say 
as much about. “The Bulldozer” and more.

In this state of 4.7 million people, mainly 
homogenous, Lawrence Anebi Onoja is a phe­
nomenon. Whether it is improving the quality of 
education by training more science teachers, 
building office and residential accommodation for 
civil servants, making available more hospitals 
and clinics for inhabitants of Katsina State or in­
creasing the Katsina Broadcasting Corporation’s 
area of coverage by getting more powerful trans­
mitters, Onoja is a man driven by his vision of a 
better developed Katsina State. Exhorting, per­
suading, encouraging and convincing anyone who 
would listen that action alone is not enough. Speed 
is also the essence.

It has been a hectic, though rewarding 100 
days for Katsina and this governor whose amibi- 
tion is to take development to every one on her 
23.938km land area.

A T5p.m. onOctober27, 
#Rkbi Onoja was tired The 
onel who runs the shop n* 
Katsina had just come » 
that few governor- — infat 
look forward to. ".i i mor., 
Kankara, one of the: re rural 
state, to commix.i- ,-ater suf
a long slog throb 
After completi­
on the faces o: 
bers of the gov 
nalists, were 1 
Katsina and sv .•

But Onoja > . 
have to wait Fit •• 
some projects in U 
party changed couhl. ______
inspection of the pi. j -. cis that they headed home, 
back to the state capital. Said a journalist who was 
in the governor s ent<>urage: “This assignment was 
not easy at all. We really suffered."

Inspite of his weariness that day, Onoja was 
not too tired to talk about his favourite topic: the 
development of Katsina State. Said he: "This is a 
young and promising state; we have set ourselves a 
two-year deadline to achieve as much as possible.”

On August 1,1988, nine days to his 41st birth­
day, Onoja became the second governor of Katsina 
State, in less than a year. Onoja was among eight 
military governors redeployed to serve in various 
other states.He came in as replacement for Col. 
Abdullahi Sarki Mukhtar, the first governor of the 
state now in Kaduna State. Barely three months 
after, the impact of Onoja's unique, and function­
al system of administration is already apparent. 
Onoja’s stamp is obvious in all spheres of life in the 
state: health, education, agriculture, rural de­
velopment, provision of pipe borne water, etc. 
etc. And his result-oriented style as he said during 
the launching of the Task Force on Special Pro­
jects, October 28, has its source in his principle: 
“My watchword is always speed.”

Speed. Action. Onoja’s style of administration, 
as many indigenes and residents of the state can 
testify, is the epitome of speedy action. The 
Emir of Katsina, the affable Mohammed Kabir 
Usman says about Onojaf’We have decided to 
co-operate with him and support him in whatever



“1 want to
listen to the people”

• Onoja: "Through the people's parley, we can get closer"

— Emir of Katsina

ii THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN NOVEMBER 14,1988

Advertorial: Katsina State

I

"He respects us the leaders, our tradi­
tions, religion ... We are sure that he 
was posted here to fulfil the plans for 
which the state was created.99
• Mohammadu Kabir Usman, Emir

T

ateau his for 
he was called T1

October 29, Alhaji Kabir Usman Katsina, 
the Emin of Katsina, spoke to The African 

Guardian enthusiastically about Governor Lawr­
ence Onoja. The interview took place in the evening 
at the Emir's farm, 33 kilometres from Katsina 
town. Excerpts.

On his impressions of the Governor
The governor has surprised everyone and has 

shown how able he is by his open door policy. It 
was really good of him to accept his transfer from 
Plateau State to come here to serve.

Katsina people arc open, they like to be wel­
comed with smiles. The governor has done this. 
He has shown that he holds us in high esteem. He 
respects us the leaders, our traditions, religion and 
so on.

In Plateau his former place, we under­
stand that he was called The Bulldozer. Fortunate-

“He is a blessing 
to us”

then you 
For exan, .

aura may be water, acute from
I want to listen to the probk 

lether, unanimously, 
tere on the spot I will get 
/elopment or the Katsina govemr 

lent Authority to begin to vated m 
icials who come to you may 

are not actually on the 
ir the governor to ascertain 

-„je spot what the problems are, 
rather than stay in the office in the state capital and 
issue directives.

Secondly, the federal government’s emphasis 
is on rural development. How do you develop the 
rural areas • without getting close to them ? 
Now that there is no political party, how does a 
military governor close this gap? In Katsina, we

think that through a forum like the pe oples’ parley 
we can now get closer to the people, so that we can

5 that avenue to mobilise the people. Apart 
•~i devising strategies for dealing, with their 

problems, they too can organise themselves into 
co-operatives, into development assc-iations and 
assist themsevles so as to augment tin- efforts of 
—•■“’nment. So, these were the facto • hatrnoti- 
___ me to start Peoples’ Forum in F t !eau State. 
I am happy about one thing, the arley has 
achieved: the people now know the section in 
which I am going.

In addition the Parley has lessen- i the inci­
dence of petition writing because I hav -xplained 
most of the things Katsina people need to know. 
So I have fewer problems now that people under­
stand the government, they know the limitations 
of government, how much the government can 
spend to help them, and they know how they can 
come in and assist the government.

Last Monday, Lawrence Anebi Onoja, army colonel 
and governor of Katsina State spoke to The African Guar­
dian's Paul Nwabuikwu on his hopes, plans, achievements 
and the prospects of the new State tiering his 100-day tenure. 
Excerpts:
ON the “people’s parley”

As an individual I have felt for a long time 
there is a gap between the government and the 
people. And in order to effectively administer any 
group of people, you must find a way of getting 
close to them.It’s by so doing that you can under­
stand their problems since problems in one com­
munity may not be the same as those in another. 
Having listened to them, then you will be able to 
device various strategies. For example, if I go to use 
Daura, the problem in Daura may be water, acute fron 
shortage of water. But I «« 
people, I want to know wht 
water is the problem. Ther 
the Director, Rural Devc 
Agricultural Developmc 
sink boreholes. The offic 
be telling things that 
ground. So it is better for 
for himself on the *■*'''*

:r than stay 
directives.
:ondly, t 
ural deve
areas »
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. • Kabir Usman (right) and Muhammadu Bashar. Emir of 
Daura
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^Governor Onoja always listens to 
the views and complaints of people 
where-ever he goes.”

government for now is trying 
id motor-par s so they can 

le on their own. In the next couple 
i all these efforts put together, tuv

“I have fewer problems now that 
people understand the government, 
they knor' tfre limitation of govern­
ment... and they know how they can 
come and the government.” 

internal revenue generation will be enhanced.
On measure • to attract investors

We have got three industrial layouts in Katsina 
State, located in ■..rategic areas in Katsina around 
the steel rollin .”.'11. They arc located there de­
liberately, sc •; the proposed central modern 
market, will b-* •»-e to them. This will make it 
possible for the ducts of the steel rolling mills 
to be available- the industries.
On moves to e the quality of education

Recently we .ha roved series of incentives in 
terms of scholar- it.p.The scholarships are for stu­
dents who want te • tudy science in polytechnics or 
colleges of education before going to university.

We have also started a crash programme for 
science teachers I have further approved eight 
boarding schools in each local government so as to 

the number of day secondary schools.

™s the task 
consider.

ited more 
will have some extra 
local governments are 

teration task forces, 
:rs to go round and

We have in addition approved that all female 
[schools will now be boarding schools. This is to 
encourage girls to study hard and go further.
On health

Immediately I came I ordered the construction of 
I six health clinics: four in Katsina, one in Mashi and 
one in Bakudu^ Within two months, the clinics 
have already reached roofing stage. The clinics are 

| located in strategic points in and around Katsina 
so that the General Hospital will not be unneces-

* sarily crowded.
. Also, recently, I approved the sum of N7 mil-
• lion which has been distributed to all the hospitals 
in the state. We also have the problem of lack of

doctors. I have appealed to people in the whole 
country to come and take up appointment as doc­
tors in the state. I’ve been getting a lot of re­
sponses.

On accommodation
We have appealed to the administrator of the 

Federal Housing Authority to come in. We have 
promised to give them a piece of land to build 
houses. The design for the secretariat which will 
house the ministries is almost ready. As soon as it 
is ready I will start building it in phases.

On asset sharing between Katsina and Kaduna 
States

The Federal government has just set up a task 
force to share the assets. And the task force has 
been given up to December or thereabouts to 
complete the assignment. So very soon all the 
outstanding issues about assets will be solved.

Katsina is a state like any other in the 
country The needs of the people here are basically 
same as those of others in any other parts 
of Nigeria. They need health facilities, they need 
water, they need light. And so I feel great.I’m 
happy also that the society is very homogenous.

fl' 
ti

On revenue generation
Revenue generation is one of the things 

force on the best local government will c< 
The local government that has generate 
revenue than the others 
marks. So right now, the 
setting up their revenue gent 
using primary school teacher 
collect revenue.

Also, each local f 
to build markets ant 
generate revenut 
of months, with;

ly enough, he arrived here to meet very dedicated 
and patriotic people (commissioners) who are like 
caterpillars. As a result work immediately prog­
ressed. I will say that his arrival here is a blessing 
from God to us.

On what Onoja has achieved so far
He has achieved a lot. At the time of his 

arrival, before he even settled down, I received a 
complaint from the District Head of Jibia about 
unpaid compensation. When I jnet the Governor, 
he immediately ordered that the N2 million pay­
ment be made.

Also, he made possible the payment of com­
pensation to those displaced for the Zobe dam. I 
also took up the complaints of teachers in the state 
who complained about irregular payment of salar­
ies and allowances. The governor also acted 
promptly. The governor also did well in taking up 
the execution of Katsina City drainage and sewage 
system. The governor also gave us the sum of N5 
million for the purpose of buying and storing sur­
plus grains. Governor Onoja always listens to the 
views and cornplaints of people where-ever he 
goes. And he is always ready to help.
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100 days of 
dizzying action

• Onoja: "My guiding philosophy is to do my utmost best"

ORDINARILY, 100 days in the life of an indi- 
vidual, an organisation, or a state is not consi­

dered a very important landmark. For instance, 
100 days is not considered as symbolic as one year, 
one decade, a quarter century or half a century. 
The reason is obvious. A hundred days which is 
barely three months, is seen as too short to make a

• Old Katsina Teachers Colle 
schooled Educational mode

reasonable assessment of the achievements (or 
lack of them) of any entity. This view is certainly 
valid, especially under normal circumstances and 
normal barometers of human achievement. The 
snag is that theories such as this are limited neces­
sarily by their definition.

Lawrence Anebi Onoja is not satisfied by 
“normal” or “standard” definitions of achieve­
ment. As he says: “My guiding philosophy is to do 
my utmost best for humanity; that is to improve 
the lives of the people as much as I can. That is why 
my doors are open to people. I help them. I want 
to be remembered as somebody who gave service. 
That’s my guiding philosophy.”

It’s been 100 whirlwind days of putting this 
philosophy into practice. Since he alighted at Kat­
sina airstrip after President Ibrahim Babangida’s 
August 1, 1988 announcement of his redeploy­
ment to the state, Onoja has been, literally, up and 
doing. In the process he has earned the respect of 
the Katsina people and the admiration of many. 
Perhaps the greatest compliment paid to this 
army colonel is the nickname which the Emir of 
Katsina, Alhaji Muhammadu Kabir Usman has 
given him; The Bulldozer.

On the streets of the fast-developing capital of 
the state, people speak enthusiastically of Gov­
ernor Onoja, of his obvious and boundless urge to 
work to improve the state. The compliments are 
usually in superlatives. But the man who has given_

himself a two-year (1990) deadline for Katsina to 
catch up with others is under no illusions. He 
knows that being the governor of an infant state, 
work, hard, grinding work and not a little planning 
are involved. And his prodigious ability to work 
hard stands him in good stead. As he states con­
fidently about his deadline: “I believe it is possible 
because I’ve done it earlier.” He has a masterplan 
for making Katsina State the best of all and the 
envy of other states:

Education
Governor Onoja has adopted a multi­

dimensional approach to this problem. Like most 
states in the north, Katsina is designated an 
‘educationally-disadvantaged state.’ Formal 
education, in the Western sense, is only just catch­
ing on. Scores of children, as Onoja has noted, can 
be found in the streets of Katsina and other parts 
of the state loitering, begging, playing, hawking. 
“I’m not happy about it at all,” he says. Onoja 
plans to make primary school education not only 
free but compulsory to ensure that no child in 
Katsina is left on the street.

In addition to these measures crash prog­
ramme for teachers has been initiated. The 
aim is to enhance the teaching of nee in post 
primary institutions. The govemoi Lis also given 
approval for the establishment of i iit boarding 
schools in each local government ai The aim is 
to reduce the number of day secor. ary schools. 
Females in particular will benefit from this mea­
sure as girls’ schools have all been made boarding 
schools.

Morever, a task force for the rehabilitation of
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• Construction work In progress: For a new Katsina

schools has been set up. It is to renovate and 
improve infrastructure in schools. The price tag: 
H1.3 million. Recently, the governor signed a H4 ---------------o
million contract for the provision of school equip- wealthy indigen
ment. The objective is to encourage the learning out office accoi 
and teaching of science in secondary schools. lem was far froi

Among other measures, some of which date 
back to the administration of Governor Sarki 
Mukhtar, additional science equipment worth 
Hl.5 million for the four science secondary 
schools has been approved; H2.6 million has been 
made available for tne purchase and installation of 
additional electricity generators in rural secondary 
schools while another sum of Hl.2 million has 
been released for the purchase of vehicles to ease 
transportation of stafi and materials in the head­
quarters and zonal education offices.

Health
“So far as health is concerned,” says Onoja 

“we have a very aggressive programme to make 
sure thatQby the year 2000 everybody in Katsina 
would have some kind of health facility close by his 
door.” Onoja intends to turn his dreams in this 
direction into reality. Apart from construction of 
health clinics, and various large sums of money 
made available for health projects, the governor 
has made public appeals to doctors in other states 
to come and take up attractive jobs in the state. 
The response from Lagos and Rivers, among 
others, has been encouraging.

Immunization against the deadly diseases that 
kill children has received Onoja’s backing. He has 

"also set up a task force which is on stand-by for 
the out-break of any disease. Apart from this,

■ the governor has instructed the State Health Ser- 
■vices Management Board to embark on the re­
novation of special wards such as maternity wards.

-Patients now spot clean new uniforms as part of 
- hygiene-boosting measures approved by the gov- 
-emor. .
..... Accommodation

’ It is not surprising that one of the problems 
that stared the new Katsina State in the face was

houi 
thet 
due 
Govemmen 
six months.

Onoja’s solution to this problem is pragmatic 
and effective. For one thing, the Federal Housing 
Authority has been appraised of the state’s accom­
modation predicament and they have replied 
favourably (see box). The design for the secretar­
iat is on the way. Onoja considers the piece-meal 
approach to the problem the best option. Says he: 
"We will build in phases so that any incoming 
administration will complete the other phases.”

Specifically, the state’s housing.authority, 
Onoja’s bidding, has acquired land in all the local 
government areas for accommodation purposes. 
Thirty two low-cost houses will be put up in the 
state capital, Katsina, while the other local 
government areas will have eight, each. Apart 
from this, construction of the 160-low-co$t hous­
ing units along Dutin-Safe Road in the state capit­
al will soon be completed. The beneficiaries are 
the staff of the local government. The state gov­
ernment, under Onoja has also awarded a N2 
million contract for the construction of the head­
quarter of the state housing authority. Dorina 
Construction Company which is handling the pro- 
ject has a one-year deadline for completion.

jmmodation. Residential and office accom- 
lation was virtually non-existent when the 
e’s first governor got to Katsina. Even though 

y ’ iigenous businessmen pitched in, giving 
__ ice accommodation for free. But the prob­

lem was far from solved. Apart from the immedi­
ate concern of accommodating civil servants, it is 
imperative that permanent structures be put in 
place, at least in the long-term.

To illustrate the magnitude of the problem, 
consider: Abdullahi Sarki Mukhtar, the state’s 
first governor had to put up in a small office, now 
being used by the Press Secretary, Sani Dangogo. 
Mr. Dangogo, on the other hand, during office 

irs, was “ensconced” under a tree in front of 
then governor’s office for eight months. It was 

: to the paucity of accommodation that the
lent House, Katsina was built in a record
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purchase of cotton will be opened 

y to augment the 101 buying centres 
istenc*

fanning,

Water supply
During a recent meeting with contractor 

handling water supply projects in the state, Go\ 
emor Onoja was unequivocal about the import­
ance of water to a semi-arid area like Katsina. Says 
he: “Water shortage is a phenomenon which fea­
tures in all nooks and comers of this state. To 
reduce this problem (if it cannot be eradicated at 
the first attempt), the state administration put wa­
ter supply as its number one priority.” Among 
other measures taken to enhance urban and rural 
water supply, 14 contracts have been awarded. 
The projects are liberally spread over the state.

In spite of the state government’s desire to make 
water available at little cost and with despatch too, 
financial constraints pose a problem. As a result, 

“rogramme will be carried out in phases. Ono-
> emphasises self-help. Ten days ago, he 

.—issioned the Kankara water project which 
people had contributed through helping in the 

avation work for the laying of the pipes from

of cotton from 
centres for thea 
by the company 
currently in existence.

Wheat farming, highly profitable since the 
ban on imported wheat, is on the priority list. 
FASCOM plans to purchase diesel powered 
irrigation pumps which are capable of pumping 
water up to a distance of one kilometer. Apart 
from mis, FASCOM, under Onoja’s watchful 
care, is well fortified for eventualities. For inst- 

more than 7,000 tonnes of fertilizers and 
;h insecticides to counteract any outbreak of 

‘ een made available by FASCOM. 
„ the fertilizers is very reasonable: 

er tonne. Livestock and poultry will also 
)m Onoja’s comprehensive agricultural 

programme. A feed mill factory is in the works.

w y — ance, — —
ige, located around the Press Secretary’s enough insectici. 
just off the Government House is being worms has beei 

The cost of t 
N200.00pei 
benefit fron

-■’SSbeing done. If things go according to plan, four 
nlgOfcrnment guest houses, each valued at 

14213,000 will be standing along the Dallaji/ 
" ■Modoji Road, in GRA Katsina, not too long fr~” 
'‘ now The deadline for the contract awardei -------------
"'Babajo Construction, A. A. Sokoto andZafa Ben- irrigation 

Wflfts Construction company is 24 weeks. A pro- water up 1 
■’jeSt dear to Onoja’s heart is the Presidential from this, 
'"fedge. Says the governor: “I hope to receive the 

President there in March next year.” The site for
• the lodge, located around the Press Secretary’s 

Office, just off the Cover..
"'iHt^red now by workmen.
laytn
.LLu ..Industry: An investor’s delight
J?JC,‘If Governor Onoja had his way, Katsina 

,v<puld have a surfeit of investors, establishing in- 
' ‘dustries of all types for the purposes of providing 

employment, goods and services. The package of 
incentives for would-be investors is so comprehen- 

'•'Tive that the governor wonders aloud:“Why are 
__ .they wasting time?” Among other measures, Ono- 

—— ja’s Katsina hopes to lure investors through the 
♦—following means.
CX".' ~. • Approval of certificates of occupancy for all 
2' applicants within one month of its submission;

— • The slashing of mortgage fee from one to a 
-half per cent;

• Provision of indust
asacces 

hardship

o Provision of industrial estates with essential 
facilities such as access roads, water and electricity 
to minimize hardship encountered by investors;

o Waiving of ground rent for a year or two for 
some investors depending on their qualifications;

o Re-activation of the Katsina airstrip so that 
investors would not have to come through Kano 
airport, nearly two hours away.

Two Fridays ago, Onoja launched the Task 
Force Committee on the implementation of in­
dustrial projects located in the seven local govern­
ment areas of the state. Onoja’s mandate to the 
committee whose members are drawn from busi­
ness and the professions was the resuscitation of 
seven projects began by the civilian administration 
in 1980. Ultimately, says Onoja, the projects will 
be sold to interested citizens of the state whenever 
they are successfully put into operation. Govern­
ment initiatives on industrialisation are contained 
in a comprehensive industrial blue-print which 
charts the course, as well as offers details on indus­
trialization in the state.

Agriculture
Katsina, like the rest of Nigeria is solidly agra­

rian. At least 80 per cent of the indigenes of the 
state till the land. It is no wonder then that Onoja 
speaks of this most popular occupation of the Kat­
sina people in terms of reverence. Recent moves 
initiated by the governor are eloquent testimony. 
To enhance storage as well as keep farm prices theprogr 
stable and profitable, the Katsina State Farmers ja also c 
Supply Company (FASCOM) will spend N8 mil- commissi 
h‘6n on the purchase of cotton this year alone. In the p—’ 
addition, the company plans to purchase a tonne excavouv
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in progress.
■ the stadia 
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Malumfashi to Kankara.
Typically, Onoja is impatient with bureaucratic 

delays. At the meeting with contractors handling 
water projects, he expressed his displeasure at the 
slow rate of completion of some of the water pro­
jects. In his words: “This is disturbing to me espe­
cially, as I have only less than two years within 
which I hope to provide the people of this young 
State with basic amenities and facilities of which 
drinking water is in the forefront.”

There is no doubt, however, that as in other 
areas, Onoja is making progress by leaps and 
bounds in the supply of water to various communi­
ties in the State.

On Specific projects
In Onoja’s multi-proi 

solving, theiv i 
'•~te that escaj 
_,ects to which 
vide evidenc**

stadium is in progress. Ondja explains''the 
rationale for the stadia arrangements in almost 
combative terms: "Next year we are going ^par­
ticipate in the All Nigeria Athletics Op^Jn 
Bauchi. I don’t want to come last.”

The governor has instructed the ministry* for 
social development and sports to produce designs 
of mini-stadia in all the local governments, as,.w^ell 
make available proposals for sports equiprp^nt.

Another project on the drawing board js the 
open air theatre. The function of the threatrc will 
be the promotion of the culture of the peoples' of 
the state through the hosting of traditional dances, 
cultural nights and so on.

There arc other reasons too. The governor'got 
the idea for an open-air theatre from the Niger 
Republic where dignitaries are received in such 
buildings. Onoja would like to have them perfor­
ming a similar function in Katsina. There’s also 
the element of pride: “Since it is not common in 
Nigeria, Katsina will be the first to have that 
type.”

’s multi-pronged approach to [ 
solving, there is virtually no aspect of lil 
state that escapes his attention. Two o' 
jects to which he makes frequent refei 
vide evidence. One of these is the new sta­
dium for which arrangements have been com­
pleted. A temporary effort to renovate the old

• Parley time: Mobilizing the people

oriented programme, more achieved; already the people 
especially during this period nnw know the direction in 

, , of political transition. It is the which I am going”. Governor
by Onoja. get the details of his com- responsibility of the govern- Onoja cited the example of

The Governor exolaincd Plain,’„this Jcar was he>8h'- me”' <° that you are Mani Local Government
ftehXe 'prj Xdd Be^boedTrns?reSng SUSXfXg ^eTdy g^ng^r on7of

ramme when he launched the hat not>ody would be penal- and their consequences”. the biggest contests in the
premier edition at Soro, Kat- ized for whyat he said at the Governor Onoja explains state thfs vearthselection 
sina on August 30. The aim par]ey or for giving the police further that apart from these of the best!local government.

jnfoiion.Wryone was b

and sundry in the decision .-rhe idea of a Peoples Par- «that "the people have L be denceX^theksslnsof'he

ESS: ^rL?teansdp£rci
government emanates from “"ke '^e^Juo^cret^Xdo  ̂ “mPc,iI'on — ar= catching

the people.... governor himself concurs, ment m the state”. He was But the best cornpliment
Simply put, the parley con- During the Daura Parley, he gratified that already the paid thc Darlev so far comes

stitutes the best weapon in asserted that the idea was fruits of his labour are appa- from the Emir of Katsina:
the government’s arsenal foi “conceived of in line with this rent. “At thjs rate, one d he wi| j
shooting down the disen- government’s belief in the Says he: “I am happy about not have even one man with a 
chantment brought about by pursuance of a people- one thing the parley has problem at a parley.

contact by govem- 
wards the people. A 

was the laun- 
the parley at Daura 

ber 17. When it got to 
ield questions, one of 

juestioners made a sca- 
and bitter complaint 

the local govem- 
_ ____ authorities. It was so
I- bitter that everybody 

thought the man would be 
j---- sted; when the commis-

icr of police called him to 
get the details of his com- 

. plaint, this fear was height- 
Huuica cned 0ut ^e governor reas- all 

Pr°S‘ sured everybody, stressing men 
16 v t lhat nobody would be penal- and 
?’ . ' ized for what he said at the G 
he aim ™i.v« fiirtl

■ F there is any one project lack of c 
I that symbolizes the dynam- ment towa« 
ism and result-oriented sys- case in point 
tern of administration that ching of the, 
Governor Lawrence Onoja on October'’ 
has made his trade-mark, it is time to fit 
the Katsina People's Parley, the qi 
Modelled along the lines of thing 
the Peoples’ Forum which against 
Onoja introduced in Plateau ment 
State during his stint as gov­
ernor there, the People’s Par­
ley is perhaps the most talked arrest 
about of the projects initiated sionei 
u.. ant tl
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Fact file

Area in Sq. Km 
Weather

• Aminu Abdullahi, Agriculture & Natural 
Resources

Major industrial/ 
commercial ventures

• Alhaji Engr. Bello Bello, Commissioner for 
Works and Housing

— Seven
— 1,532

• Alhaji Mohammed Bawa, Commissioner 
for Education

Population:
Geographical Location

Number of health estab­
lishments
State-owned hotels
Number of primary
schools
Number of post-primary 
institutions

men an^ women l,elp to give substance 

ited from the Mukhtar administration, these commissioners 
have proved durable. Small wonder. As the Emir of Katsina 
noted, they are the caterpillars to Onoja's bulldozer.

— Weather varies accord­
ing to the season of the 
year. Generally, the 
weather is cool in the 
morning, hot in the 
afternoon, cool again in
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Ome sfiate, one destiny
Katsina, Governor Lawrence Onoja’s responsibility 

in the past 100 days, is probably the most homogenous 
state in the country. It is a predominantly muslim state; 
Hausa and Fulani are the only two ethnic groups. Here 
are other facts that the state whose peoples are, in Ono­
ja’s view, “good, experienced and development- 
oriented.”
Local Government Areas — (Seven) Dura, Katsina, 

Dutsin-ma, Malumfashi, 
Funtua, Mani and 
Kankia.

— 4.7 million (1988)
— Lat. B7W 11° 07' 49N" 

13° 22' 57N"
Long. B/W 6° 52' 03E & 
9 9° 02' 40E"

— 23,938.
.......... ler varies »*''*■

the season 
Generally, 

her is cool in 
ling, hot in

the evening. Betweenn 
November and January 
the barmattan lowers 
temperatures. The wind 
is dry in January to 
April.

— Hausa and Fulani.
— Maize, cofton, ground­

nut, guinea corn and 
millet.

— Cotton oil mHJ, Texiles 
Steel Rolling Company, 
Groundnut oil mill, 
Mamada Carpets, 
Northern Dairies.

— Kaolin in Malumfashi 
Local Government Area 
which can be used in the 
paper industry, ceramic 
production and as filler 
in rubber, paints and 
plastics.
Asbestos in Funtua anc 
Dutsin-Ma Local Gov­
ernment Areas which 
can be used for lead pen­
cil manufacture, in the 
manufacture of cruci­
bles, electrodes, gener­
ator brushes arid found­
ry facing.

— 55
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“As an indigene 
somebody who 
the country.”

0 AJhaji Maikudi- "There have been many changes for the better" 
a meeting with Governor Onoja on the modalities 
for improving the state's fledgling economy.Onoja 
had listened sympathetically to their submission 
that small scale industries were the option for a 
growing state like Katsina.

Alhaji Radda, obviously a great admirer of 
Governor Onoja’s, says that he had seen the gov­
ernor on several occasions supervising the work on 
the state’s new stadium. He adds that other pro­
jects also get the governor’s personal attention. 
“The governor is not ready to have a rest.” Radda 
recalls that on the day the governor came back_J_.. 
from Zindar, everybody in his party was tired. 
“We wanted to go home to our families, but the 
governor left immediately for some other engage­
ments.”

Radda also says that even before Onoja an. 
and most others were anxious. Some

Jtions about the man’s stance on religion 
had gained currency in the state. But within a few 
days after the governor arrived, “we knew that the 
rumour was false and that the 1 
man. When he came, he conti 
N300.000 to our mosque ”

Another side to the governor — his deep 
humility — was revealed during the party to mark 
the first anniversary of the state. He not only 
served guests personally, he also urged them to 
have a good time, bring their friends along, etc. 
Franca Megwa who works in a restaurant in Katsi­
na city, is a fan of Governor Onoja’s. According to 
her, “his administration is fine, his programmes 
are good.” What particular programmes are her 
favourites? The prompt answer: the new roundab­
out (at GRA) and the new street lights.

An indigene of Katsina who works tn the 
istry of Information, on the other hand, is full 
iraise for the state government’s policy of 
ding 90 per cent of contracts to indigenes of 
tate. In his view, the policy would not only 

ber of the unemployed, it would 
:eling of belonging to indigenes.

nmarizes it simply, yet effectively: 
le of the state, I am so happy to see 
> wants to make my state the best in

f £^>HE governor is very aPPr°^ching 

Niger Republic. I was surprised at the way he 
received the people of Zinder and the public offi­
cials. He received them like a commonman.’’ 
“The governor is a hard working administrator. 
This has been obvious since he came to this state.” 

’’The people have benefitted from the Peo­
ple’s Parley because they now have more direct 
contact with the government.”

These statements were made by Alhaji. 
Bature Radda, a staff of the Immigration Dt 
ment, Katsina, Asibi Aroni, asales represer. 
with a firm in Katsina and Alhaji Ibrahim Mani, a 
Katsina-based contractor. They represent as ran­
dom a sample as can be obtained anywhere. And 
these are truly representative of the indigenes 
and inhabitants of Katsina. The mere mention of 
Governor Onoja’s name in Katsina is likely to get 
an enthusiastic response from the odd man 
around, as he gropes for adjectives with which to 
describe the governor’s achievements in a mere 
100 days.

“To me, a Katsina State indigene who has 
been observing the governor, there have been 
many changes for the better, since he came, in 
health, education,, industry and so on. So, we are 
very happy about it,” enthused Alhaji Abdullahi 
Maikudi, the chairman of the Katsina Chamber of 
Commerce about Governor Onoja. The re­
nowned businessman also refers to the instances of 
physical development such as the renovation and 
construction of new gates to replace the old city 
gates at Kofar Kawara, Kofar Durbi, Kofar Sauri 
and Kofar Guga. He adds: “See our roads. Every­
day, surveyors are working on them, from Ibrahim 
Babangida Way up to Kofar Guga, the story is the 
same. We are really happy about it all.”

Bijikisu Alhaji Yaro, a civil servant echoes 
the same sentiments. A mother of three, Bilikisu 
considers Onoja as a good administrator who is 
obviously sympathetic to the cause of women. She 
cites the instance of the directive by Onoja, that all 
girls’ schools should go boarding. She says: “His 
behaviour is good. He is hardworking. He has 
been ruling well.”

Bola Alake, the manageress of the popular 
Maikudi Hotel just before the gate leading into the 
capital city, says she "likes the way he acts.” She 
recalls that during the Independence celebrations, 
he urged the people to co-operate and said he was 
ready to help. I was happy that he gave the Presi­
dent’s name to the old Kano Road.”

Maikudi also recalls that he and other repre- 
sentatives of the state’s chamber of commerce had
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PASSAGE

A monarch departs
state governor. Colonel Ahmed Daku 
because of the personal recommenda­
tions of the late Sultan. General Oba­
sanjo, on a condolence visit to Sokoto 
last week said of the late Sir Abubakar

ite was c _ , 
>enefit of hindsight.
i the religious front, the caliphate 

remains intact. The Sultan, through 
respect and as the leader of all Mos­
lems (Sarkin Musuluifaifc is a profound 
restraining influence' on the various 
islamic groups in the country. But it 
seems that with his'delth, it would be 
difficult for anybody Succeedinghim to 
wield the influence tlfe late Sir Abuba­
kar held over these islamic groups.

Political observers Say that in the 
long run, this might be good for the 
secularly of the country. Their 
observation stems from the opinior 
that no one group, cap now invoke the 
name of the Sultan to enforce its par­
ticular brand of . Islam,

The respect the Sultanate, com­
manded on the political plane seems 
now dimmed. For instance, it would 
take Sir Abubakar’s successor a lot of 
hard work to earn the respect of emirs 
of the northern states. This, in effect, 
means that the tendency in the future 
to swing towards a particular political 
party which the Sultan favoured may 
not be feasible any longer. In the same 
vein, the north it seems has lost the 
binding force that made it one north, 
one voice.

*

Ill: “I have always been like a son to 
him.” The General and former head 
of state was definitely speaking with 
ihe^be

/wbl
• Sir Abubakar: A long reign and poacoful parting 

didn’t say a word. After the President 
departed, we told him who he was, he 
just smiled, he did not apparently rec­
ognise the President. When we told 
him that people were speculating that 
he had died, he also just smiled.”

But for the late Sultan Abubakar 
III, it has not always been a life of 
quietude. His birth in 1903, during the 
reign of Sultan Mohammed witnessed 
the routing of the caliphate (1902 — 
1903) by the British. The arrival of the 
British thus ended the century rw 
fluence of the caliphate spannir 
thirds of Nigeria.

During his reign, the political map 
■ of the Sokoto caliphate was further 
broken down in a process which began 
in 1966; leaving the north now with 11 
states. This, however, does not neces­
sarily mean that the Sultan’s political 
influence was completely eroded. Ev­
ery military ruler has had to send an 
emissary or go personally to Sokoto at 
one time or the other to explain its 
case to the Sultan. It is from this stand­
point that General Yakubu Gowon 
said on an NTA programme last week 
that “he was a man who would like to 
co-operate with any administration in 
the interest of the country.”

It seems that every federal adminis­
tration also respected the Sultan’s 
view. For instance, it is speculated that 
the Babangida administration last July I 
decided against changing the Sokoto '
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Sultan Abubakar III passes away, but influence lingers
C-30 p.m. November 1 — The 
^announcement by Alhaji 

Mohammadu Kamaru, secretary to 
the Sokoto Emirate Council, when 
stripped of the magnificence of royal 
expressions, becomes more direct and 
distressing: The Sultan of Sokoto is 
dead! A few minutes later, the local 
radio and Nigerian Television Author­
ity (NTA) stations sent paralysing 
news of the Sultan’s death to all parts 
of the state.

Within an hour, news of the Sultan’s 
death reached Dodan Barracks in 
Lagos. A message of condolence 
was quickly put together; and Yaro 
Yusuf Mamman, press secretary to the 
Chief of General Staff, was detailed to 
make sure that the Federal govern­
ment’s shock at the passing away of Sir 
Abubakar III was announced on 
NTA’s network news at 9 p.m.

In the western sector of Sokoto, at 
the Hubbare Shehu where the founder 
of the caliphate, Usman Dan Fodio 
was buried, and now the traditinal 
tomb for Sultans of the calipliate, law 
enforcement officials had a hard time 
controlling the thousands of people 
that surged to have a last glimpse of 
Sultan Abubakar III, before he was 
lowered into the grave at 8.35 p.m.

According to records, only one Sul­
tan cf the caliphate, Sultan Abdul- 
rahaman, the last of Dan Fodio’s 
grandsons and 11th ruler of the 
caliphate, was not buried at the Hab- 
bare Shehu. Records also have it that 
the 85-year-old Abubakar III was the 
longest reigning Sultan, staying half a 
century on the 184-year-old throne of 
the caliphate. The last days of the Sul­
tan were days of personal quietude 
and withdrawal from the public. In 
1986, a committee was appointed by 
the Sokoto State government to repre­
sent him in public functions because of 
his advance age and a serious leg pain 
which had been afflicting him for the 
last 10 years. Says Major Said Abuba­
kar, a son of the late Sultan: “He 
doesn’t usually talk to people, he com­
municated with members of the family 
freely, and he eats and chats with us a 
lot.”

But the health of the Sultan had long 
been deteriorating. A palace source 
revealed to The African Guardian: 
“When President (Ibrahim) Babangi­
da came here in June during the 50th 
anniversary of his coronation, he
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Nectar in the throne
Sokoto princes cross swords to capture the sultanate

• Malami: Succession to the throne Is open
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• Alhaji: Caught between ministerial job and 
the sultanate

son 
the 

_____ here 
religious and 

Usman 
reditary 
!“‘nent

; that Sultan Abubakar 
was going a bit too far 

■sday, both the Sokoto 
xauiO Rima and the 

-,r,nounced Maccido, 
Muazu and son of 

II, as the new Sultan of

CfilT has never happened for a 
>.jLz|to succeed the father on __
throne, except in a special case where 
the son is proven to be religious and 
socially competent. Shehu Usman 
Dan Fodio discouraged hereditary 

-succession. This kind of appointment 
or election has never happened be­
fore..The race is still open.”

Shehu Malami, the Sarkin Sudan of 
Sokoto and district head of Wumo was 
obviously piqued on Friday, Novem­
ber 4, when lie made this statement. 
He had good reason to be. The 51-year 
old Sokoto prince is one of the contes­
tants for the coveted throne of the Sul­
tan of Sokoto, following the death of 
Sir Abubarkar III last Tuesday.

The struggle for succession started 
long before the demise of Sir Abuba­
kar .Major contestants for rulership of 
the house of Usman Dan Fodio, in­
clude Malami; Ibrahim Dasuki, the 
Baraden of Sokoto and a seasoned 
civil servant, Alhaji Abubakar Alhaji, 
now minister of state for budgetary 
affairs in the Presidency, and Alhaji 
Mohammadu Maccido, the Sarkin 
Kudu of Sokoto who is the eldest son 
of the late Sultan.

Before now, the princes had kept 
their ambitions bridled. Last Friday 
the premature pronouncement of 
Maccido as the new Sultan of Sokoto 
threw to the winds whatever caution 
the princes had hitherto employed in 
seeking the throne.

Malami may not have been entirely 
right in his statement last Friday. For 
one, the founder of the Caliphate, Us­
man Dan Fodio was succeeded by his 
son, Mohammed Bello as the Sultan of 
the Sokoto empire in 1817. But then, 
this has been the only case in the his­
tory of the Caliphate where the son 
had succeeded the father as ruler of 
perhaps the most politically revered 
throne in the country.

It is not the first time Malami had 
fired shots against other contestants to 
the throne. In a lecture in 1985, the 
lawyer/prince had said that descen- 

I dants of Mohammadu Buhari, son of 
Usman Dan Fodio and brother to Sul­
tan Bello had never produced a ruler 
for the Sokoto Caliphate. Ibrahim 
Dasuki is a direct descendant of 
Mohammadu Buhari. Malami, 
according to reports, was called to 
order by king-makers who resolved 
that all descendants of Dan Fodio were

eligible to aspire to the throne in the 
sultanate.

Interestingly, last week’s struggle 
for succession is typical of ascendancy 
to the throne of the Caliphate. Fifty 
years ago, the late Sultan Abubakar 
III had the same experience when he, 
against the opposition of nine king­
makers, was turbanned in an army 
barracks by the British. About a hun­
dred years ago in 1873, chronicles a 
book written by Malami to commemo­
rate the 50th anniversary of Sir Abu­
bakar 111 last June, a case was re­
corded, when Sultan Abubakar II was 
turbanned. His brother, Muazu was 
said to be disappointed and refused to 
recognise the authority of the new Sul­
tan. Abubakar and Muazu later re­
solved their differences with Abuba­
kar predicting that when Muazu be­
came Sultan, he would be succeeded

by his direct descendants. The predic­
tion came to pass when Muazu in 1877 
became Sokoto’s ninth Sultan. His 
son, Hassan, became the 16th Sultan 
while his grandson Sir Abubakar III 
was the 17th and the last ruler of the 
Caliphate.

But it seems 
H’s prediction t 
when on Thursday, 
State-owned Radio 
NTA Sokoto ann< 
great grandson of 5 
Sir Abubakar III 
Sokoto.

On Friday, the Sokoto State govern­
ment dissociated itself from the pur­
ported enthronement of Maccido as 
the Sultan. Maccido who had been 
carried shoulder-high at the Sultan 
Bello Mosque where a jumat service 
was scheduled to be conducted by 
him, received a letter from the secret­
ary to government, Alhaji Yahaya 
Maigari. Contents of the letter were 
unknown, but contrary to expecta­
tion, Maccido did not lead jumat 
prayers at 1.45p.m.

At 4.00p.m.. an announcement on 
radio by the palace said that there was 
no nomination. Deputy police com­
missioner for Sokoto State, Hashim 
Abdullahi was also to announce that 
no Sultan had been nominated by the 
king-makers. He called the announce­
ment on radio the previous evening 
the “handiwork of disgruntled ele­
ments with evil machinations.” Chair­
man of the Kingmakers, Dr. Moham­
madu Juniad, also announced that the 
kingmakers were yet to decide on a 
Sultan. He appealed to the public to 
“exercise patience and maintain peace 
and harmony.”

Meanwhile, security officials moved 
fast to arrest five officials of Radio 
Rima, including the General Mana­
ger, Sanda Adamu Tsafe. Two offi­
cials of the NTA Sokoto, with the con 
troller of programme services, Kabiru 
Yusuf, were suspended indefinitely 
for placing management in “a state of 
er^orI61S-year"old Maccido, who had 
served as the presidential liaison offic­
er to former President Shehu Shagari 
and was chairman of the Sokoto State 
National Party of Nigerian (NPN), it 
would seem he is out of the race. For 
the other princes, Malami, Dasuki, 
and Abubakar Alhaji, it is now a 
straight fight for the throne. But then, 
only one Sultan would emerge. The 
others would take solace in the fact 
that they contested to established a 
link for their off-springs to become 
Sultans in the future

By Wale Akin Aina and Abdul Oroh
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Again, the debt problem
African economic woes re-echo at Otta Forum
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• Schmidt Sees SAP as ti bait
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With unending conflicts and the 
shaky seats of most African leaders, 
the later option may prove a hard sell.

By Fe/lx Obanya
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A FRICA is a continent fighting for 
AAbreath. The problem is how to re­
duce its big debt obligation to a man­
ageable level, which has risen in the 
last ten years. Most attempts at solving 
the problem, merely increased the 
debt burden, which today stands at 
half the continent’s Gross Domestic 
Product. Worse of all, the prices of its 
principal foreign exchange earners — 
agricultural produce and minerals — 
continue to slide while the costs of im­
ports reach for the sky. To bridge the 
widening gap, many countries have 
embarked on mas­
sive external bor- _ ' y*' 
rowing. The result - ■
today is over $200 
billion debt whose 
servicing has stal- 
led developmental 
programmes as • 
well as -woisened 
the standards of 
living of its peo­
ples.

In the past five 
years, Afnc 
leaders have 
pressed 
over the issue 
the need fu 
continent 
sume economic growth — whose 
prospects dimmed after most of them 
embraced their creditors’ prescription 
for turning their ailing economies 
around.

Perhaps the debt would not have 
been so staggering, if the debtors had 
been honouring obligations on sche­
dule. Increasing defaults have not only 
increased the debt burden, but more 
importantly raised the question of 
Africa’s ability to pay back the huge 
debt.

The issue dominated discussions at 
the just concluded inaugural “African 
Leadership Forum”, in Otta, Ogun 
State. The meeting which was co­
ordinated by Nigeria’s former Head of 
State, General Olusegun Obasanjo, 
saw the presentation of over 14 papers 
by participants from various parts of 
the world. Inspitc of the varied in­
terests represented at the gathering, 
many participants agreed that Africa’s 
economic woes were being aggravated 
by external presures.

In this paper, “Africa in Today’s 
World”, General Obasanjo under-
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lined the gravity of Africa’s debt. He 
said that the N27 billion the continent 
spent in debt servicing in 1987 was 
very uncomfortable. “The price at 
which we pay our debt is literally in 
blood”, he said. His submission was 
that no matter the number of resche­
dulings, many African nations would 
not be able to pay the debts. General 
Obasanjo also came down heavily on 
the Structural Adjustment Program­
me, which many African nations had 
been implementing with little success 
over the past ten years. He said that

tions if their economic predicament 
was not to worsen. Dr. Tariq Hussain, 
World Bank representative in Nigeria, 
equally advocated the need to look 
inwards. His recipe was that Africans 
should create a large market, improve 
training of manpower, and increase in­
ternal trade.

However, not all the speakers' saw 
only the ugly side of SAP. The chair­
man of the Presidential Advisory 
Council, Professor Ojetunji Aboyade 
stood up in a stout defence of theprog- 
ramme. Aboyade acknowledged lhat 
the weakness of the programme eman­
ated from lack of cohesion in go 
ment’s effort, implementation ii 
quacy, defect in ir**'""» 
ment, as well as inequality i 
tribution of the gains of the

me. He suggested 
that for any de­
velopment impact 
to be felt, Nigeria 
must stem its grow­
ing population.

At the end of the 
nine-day meeting, 
which ended last 
Monday, partici­
pants came out 
with a communi­
que. In it, they 
urged African
leaders among
other things, to re­
gard SAP as tem­
poral, as well as re­
duce military 

in favou.r of the more pro
• Adebo (left) and Obasanjo at the Forum

SAP was a prescription from foreign 
creditors and could not work in Afri­
ca. He queried Nigeria’s decision to 
implement the programme when 
other countires became worse after its 
adoption. The Executive Secretary of 
the Economic Commission of Africa, 
Professor Adebayo Adedeji, equally 
admitted that the African economy 
was not only decaying, it was more 
dependent on Europe today, than 
thirty years ago. His conclusion: “SAP 
may be good for Europe, its not good

for Africa”. But Adedeji does not see 
an alternative. According to him, over 
one hundred and fifty African eco­
nomists engaged by ECA are yet to 
find another strategy.

The former West German leader, 
Helmut Schmidt was in agreement 
with both Obasanjo and Adedeji. He 
saw SAP as a bait dangled by the Inter­
national Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank before the Third 
World. He asked African leaders to 
ignore the bait and seek internal solu-
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• Jose: Not happy with the new package

26

• Aikhomu: Government to look into the 
protest
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business by foreign investors. They 
fear the new measure would frustrate 
the nation’s drive for technological 
transfer as well as justify the indust­
rial, agricultural, construction and 
other related policies of the country.

In July this year, the president of the 
Nigerian Association of Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines and 
Agriculture (NACCIMA), Dr. 
Nlogha Okeke, led a delegation of the 
OPS which included Alhaji Baba- 
tunde Jose, President of the Manufac­
turers Association of Nigeria (MAN), 
Mr. M.O. Akanbi, Vice-President, 
Nigerian Employers Consultative 
Association (NECA) and eleven other 
operators in the private sector, to the 
Chief of General Staff (CGS), Vice- 
Admiral Augustus Aikhomu. Their 
mission was to register their grouse 
against the new dispensation. Their 
greviances contained in the mid-year
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seen to be viable and in the nation’s 
interest, a more permanent quota 
could be granted; otherwise, the ex­
patriates may be asked to leave.

But the OPS contends that the 
whole package is a complete breach of 
the rights of foreign investors or their 
agents to preside over their business 
interests. This, say s officials of the 
OPS, would do incalculable damage to 
the investments and operations of

memorandum of the OPS to the gov­
ernment, centre on the 1,000 dollars 
payment which they claim is difficult 
to rationalise. They wondered why a 
company based in Nigeria should pay 
in foreign currency instead of naira. 
They are also not happy with the num­
ber of documents to be submitted. 
They think the clause on documents 
was deliberately inserted to make it 
“supremely difficult if not impossible" 
to secure the PUR quota. All these, 
they argue, give credence to the suspi­
cion that the government docs not 
appreciate the rationale for the em­
ployment of expatriates.

As a way out, they recommend that

jovernment should avoid the 
ary determination of expatriate 
. for companies. Except on pure- 
ional security question, the gov­

ernment should be “generous" in 
granting expatriate quotas, they coun­
sel. They asked the government to in­
tervene and ensure that the present 
order is not executed.

Although, the government prom­
ised to look into the protest, it appears 
that events are overtaking it. A Minis­
try of Internal Affairs source say com­
panies are already complying and they 
have not been having it difficult paying 
the 1,000 dollars. This is because some 
of the companies in Nigeria pay most 
of their chief executives in hard cur­
rencies. Financial experts believe that 
the revenue generated from the exer­
cise could be used to fund the FEM to 
the benefit of the industries and the 
whole economy. By Lucky

Curbing the abuse
‘A1.?; - ■ ________________ _______________________________________

Government introduces measures to check expatriate quota
^^N April 6, this year, the Federal 

JLdz Ministry of Internal Affairs 
is'MWd a circular letter to companies 
reviewing all expatriate quota posi­
tions on Permanent Until Review 
(PUR) status. A month later, it was 
further strengthened by another circu­
lar on May 5, 1988. The PUR allows 
foreign investors or their agents to stay 
in the country for as long as their busi­
ness exists. This enables them to over­
see their business interests. This was 
the privilege revoked by the circular.

The action immediately became un­
popular with the Organised Private 
Sector (OPS) which said the measure 
might reverse the country’s current 
effpjjs to woo foreign investors. But 
officials of the ministry are not im­
pressed. They say the measure is 
meant to check abuses of the expatri­
ate quota by spme companies and to 
ensure that only genuine foreign in­
vestors are attracted into the country.

The Government, say these offi­
cials, suspects that some companies 
have been flooding the country with 
foreigners under the expatriate provi­
sion with no genuine business inten­
tions and without -due notification of 
the relevant authorities.

The circular requires all companies 
to"submit fresh applications for the 
restoration or grant of the PUR quota. 
The application attracts a non- 
refundable fee of N100. Other docu­
ments to be included are the initial 
share capital, the present share capit­
al, if there is a change, the certificate 
of incorporation, the tax clearance 
certificate; the. total annual turnover, 
the annual balance sheet; the certifi­
cate of compliance with the Nigerian 
Enterprises Promotion Board 
(NEPB) Decree, 1977; approved busi­
ness activities; the number of Nige­
rians employed, evidence of tax to the 
tax authorities, evidence of tax and 
remitt ances in respect of expatriates, 
organisational chart; training prog­
ramme and the amount remitted to 
Industrial Training Fund (ITF) for 
staff training, as well as the composi­
tion -of the Board of Directors.

After the approval of the minister, 
the company is equally expected to 
pay 1,000 dollars for each PUR quota 
granted. Unlike the previous system, 
all PUR quotas will now be for an 

eriod of two years. If after 
activities of the company are



BUSINESS & ECONOMY
STOCK MARKET WATCH

And now, a drop
Trading at the Exchange drops lowest in three quarters
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Manufacturing Company, makers of 
Singer, having piled up nearly N4 mil- 

L. losses since 1984, has been bat­
tered at the NSE trading floor. Singer’s 
stocks closed at 15 kobo per share, some 
30 per cent below par, last Monday. The 
company last paid dividends to inves­
tors in August, 1983.

But it has not all been 
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i Marketing managed 
maintain a fairly substantial improve­
ment in price gains even in thin 
volumes.

H3)HILIPPE Heckei 
Litrader for Den 
Bank, Norway’s 
slammed into a 1 
ence for stock 
Wednesday.

Hecker was arrested last year after 
the October stock market crash be­
cause he had made substantial transac­
tions without his bank’s authorization. 
The bank lost about 83 million kroners 
from Hecker’s deals to bring the 
bank’s total losses in stock dealing to 
962 million kroners or U.S. $145 mil­
lion in 1987.

The court found him guilty of trad­
ing illegally and siphoning his 1.3 mil­
lion kroners takings through private 
accounts held in the name of his 
mother and sister-in-law.

By Herbert OJeh

Summary of Supply & ’
Demand Stock .

RFHIRD quarter shares trading at the I - 
I Nigerian Stock Exchange dropped Singer, 

significantly when compared with the lion in 1 
previous two quaters and it appears that 
the trend will continue till December, if 
trading in October is anything to go by. 
Transactions during the third quarter 
was N22 million, down 45.5 per cent 

fSSXSK gsaase 
pn«the to air into the near donnant Second-
confirm a down-ward course that had 
marked effect on September trading.

Automobiles and Tires sector saw the 
value of its equities pick up 4.21 p— ■ 
in September but dropped to only ( 
per cent on the average, by Octobei 
While companies in the Commercial 
sector came out even in September, 
their prices had dropped by 0.65 
cent last month. Also in 
sectors had negative price 
September, only the Cor 
Office Equipment and Cor.0. 
were that worse off. Howevt 
tionally strong sectors 
Breweries, Chemicals and 
Petroleum Ma-1—*1— ~

nvou «ua unv aaaw uvu. dOl Iliant SeCOnd- 
tier Securities Market with an 11 point 
gain to close at 68 kobo. NTC and Van 
Leer picked up 10 kobo each. Nigerian 
Breweries Limited (NBL) gained nine 

its equities pick up 4.21 per cent points, trading at 209 points after going 
;mber but dropped to only 0.30 ex-dividend for 15 kobo on September 
-------- ----------------- i_.zx-_t.__-,, 29

Bouyed by a favourable trading re­
sult, CFAO stocks closed at 122 points 

per per share on October 31, an 8 kobo 
six improvement compared to its showing a 

month earlier. Also among the con­
glomerates, UTC which went ex- 
dividend on September 29, for 10 kobo, 
closed at 57 kobo per share.

The NSE common Stock index closed 
at 229 points while The African Guar­
dian composite market measure wound 
up at 479 points.

The reasons for the prevailing lull 
says some stock dealers is that third 
quarter corporate reports are not yet 
available. It is believed that 
as companies trading results 
begin to reach the brokers, a more 
active market would kick-off in 
the face of performance and dividend 
related share market. Attributing the 
shortfall in the market to continuing in­
vestor aparthy, market watchers sug­
gest that a majority of small investors 
still want to keep their shares and wait 
for dividends. Besides, says a source at 
CSL securities, investors who would 
normally borrow money from the banks 
to deal in securities are hard put to do so 
under the present interest rate regime.

Also companies have not been doing 
well. Mired by a weakened naira and 
high cost of funds, many companies 
have tightened their belts to stay alive. 
Others have stayed with the low capac­
ity utilization and taken their losses. For 
example, the Nigerian Sewing Machine
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/os pneo increases from SoptomDer 3'. Wi dose io 
1988 close.
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jr, the chief stock
i Norske Credit 

> largest bank, was 
three-year jail sent- 
trading fraud last
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Nigeria and 
OPEC’s survival

i

ti-on 
a'llov____
it likes, p" 
to as low 
the OPEC 
a barrc 
said, is 
reach

o Olashore

Oiashore
bounces back

la- 
ntry is 
latever 

mid tumble 
^er than 

ice of $18 
way out, he 

■anisation to 
able quota quified 

the Gulf plant ii 
J Iraq which comple

of 
set to 
irket.

sday in Lagos it for- 
troduced the long
*-------- j car

two models, TS and 
djs expected to re- 
__ cattle which was 
nit about a year ago. Under 
i has a load capacity Qualifies

International 
is to refund the 

terests of private in­
investors in the 

r exercise. Institu- 
iwners of the fledgling

ri
O Utoml: VWON's image maker

........ 11
Glaxo edges up

THE Glaxo Group, mak­
ers of pharmaceutical pro­
ducts, recently edged up to 
number two position, con­
trolling about 3 per cent of 
the World pharmaceutical 
market. Merck and Company 
is currently the market 
leader.

The group’s 1988 sales rose 
18.3 per cent, to clock 2.06 
billion pounds at the close of 
business year ended June 
1988. The Glaxo Group has a 
Nigerian subsidiary, Glaxo

Service Manager: Qual­
ification, B.Sc. or HND in 
Electronics/Electrical En­
gineering with seven years 
experience in Electronic in­
dustry and not less than 35 
years of age. Apply to: 
Group Admin. Manager, 
Box 4957, Lagos.

o Lu km an
But observers contend that 

as long as members remain 
indifferent to OPEC regula­
tions, the option proposed by 
the minister does not appear 

enough. It is be- 
if members could 

t production 
> free and non- 
luce virtually at

NIGERIA’S commitment 
to the survival of the Orga­
nization of Petroleum Ex­
porting Countries (OPEC) 
should not be seen as com­
promising her national in­
terest and sovereignty. But it 
is in the national interest for 
the country to remain in 
OPEC and strive to persuade 
members to adhere to 
OPEC’s directives. Dr. Ril- 
wanu Lukman, Petroleum 
Resources Minister said, last 
week in Lagos.

He observed that in a situs 
i where every country 
>wed to produce wh< 

prices could t 
i as$5,$131owe 

_iC target price 
rel. The only wa"‘ 
is for the organic 
i a reasonable 

agreement with 
States of Iran and Iraq nUivu 
have refused to adhere to 
OPEC directives so as to 
bring some stability to the 
market.

ber, members of the Board of 
Directors had taken some 
■"easures to turn around the 
ukindling fortunes of the 

but improvement

JIB takes over
Plateau Bottling

THE Plateau State 
Government-owned Plateau 
Bottling Company is to be 
given a new lease of life by 
Jos International Breweries 
Limited (JIB). Having 
accumulated Nil million in 
losses over the last five and 
half years the state govern- 
ment issued a directive for 
the bottling company to tw 
wound up.

Jos 
Breweries 
equity inter 
digenous i 
take-over exercise. Insti 
tional owners of the fledgling 
bottling company include Jos 
International Breweries and 
the Danish Government In­
dustrialisation Fund for De­
veloping Countries.

______ _______ Before resigning their 
ty, a picture which appointments last Septem-

reasonable e 
Jieved that if 
easily flout 
quotas, and go 
members prodi 
full capacity

the minister acknowledges to 
be true, the best option 
would be for Nigeria to opt mea 
out of OPEC and produce at dwir 
full capacity as well. The in- company, but improvi 
ability of Nigeria to pull out is has been insignificant, 
seen as a result of the OPEC 
presidency which the country 
has been holding for the past 
two and a half years.

Dr. Lukman describes this 
as unfortunate. It is 

• cayc, that Nigeria has 
lard to persuade 

jrs to reach a 
all the impor- 

e country 
insidered 
organisa- 
it than its

THE former First Bank , 
mture com- Managing Director, Mr. 1 
NNPC and Oladele Olashore is at it 

engage in again. This time not aching 
crude at in- the Federal Government 

with frank opinions, which 
earned him an abrupt retire­
ment in 1987. Now he is 
poised to run a new bank, 
that may come on stream in 
January 1988. At the mo- 
ment, Olashore manages a 
consulting firm, Leads Con­
sult and spends his leisure 
writing books.

VWON 
introduces 
Amazon

THE Volkswagen 
for Nigeria Limited looks st 
be re-enter the small car mar 

Last Tuesday in Lagos it 
mally intrr±^::f ! 
awaited, Amazon. The 
comes in two models, TS 
CTS, and is c 
place the Bea«.v 
phased ov‘ ’ ' 
Amazon has a load capacity 
of 420kg. and can speed up to 
a maximum 159 kilometers 
per hour. The car which is 
currently imported from Bra­
zil and America, sells for 
N53.000.

Civil Engineer: Qualifica­
tion, B.Sc. or HND Civil En­
gineering with five to ten 
years experience. Apply to: 
Administrative Manager, 
Advance Civil Engineering 
Construction Company Ltd., 
P. O. Box 745, Ikeja, Lagos

*?rwriting Manager: 
_....cation, ACII or B.Sc. 

Insurance with five years 
minimum working experi­
ence. Apply to: The General 
Manager, Credit Bonds In­
surance Co., Nig. Ltd., 
P.M.B. 5355, Port-Harcourt.

rich
’g * 
yez

lan ( 
notion as unfoi 
true, he says, ’ 
worked hare 
other member 
consensus on t_____
tant matters. But the 
has never once cor 
her position in the c 
tion more important 
national interest.

• To safeguard the nation’s 
oil industry, the minister said 
the policy on natural gas and 
petroleum will soon be prom­
ulgated, and construction 
work would start on the Li- 
—:c’d Natural Gas (LNG) 
, in Bonny in 1991 to be 
completed in 1994. On the re­
fining front, CALSON, an 
off-shore joint ver.’._ 
pany between NN1 
Chevron, would c-------
the purchase of cniG„ 
temational prices to be pro­
cessed at the new Port Har­
court refinery for export.
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• Ezenwa-Ohaeto: Strengthening the role of'pidgin in Litera
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Little comfort from the 
poet-president

md
re

I WAN BI 
PRESIDENT

inger in 
to slide 

iw of the 
>r the girl

com-
Dey 

Face I Go 
iy Make 
i engage 
q, fail to 
.aaracter

Ezenwa-Ohaeto's use of Pidgin confirms a grotving trend

Title: I Wan Bi President 
Author: Ezenwa - Ohaeto 
Puhliiher: Delta Pu.
(Nigeria) Limited
Price: N10
Reviewer: Isi Omoifo

a temp-
hastily

----->ems
__ ____  ...rich
collection. The imagery

’lave
quali-

may
the

rson who be­
comes president in a coun­
try like ours. His physical 
proportions too are trans­
formed as if he had been to 
a "fattening room." Such 
wondrous change is possi­
ble to the poet only in a 
dream: College

For night when I lie for Awka, is
bed pleting h

When hunger dey blow the Univt

:ems. 
verse

iWiwa in the
.e Fatunde
mong those Bu‘tor creaking up o 
jed in the the lines, it could read like 

smooth sentence v"*v 1:“’ 
of that intensity 
tinguishes fine v< 

These poems 1 
reader clutching

a shadows of an earlier poet, 
remarked Christopher Okigbo, espe- 

-•oathy daily with references to 
advan- the wind, the gong and 
isident such-like poetic freight.

con- Even some of the more 
ilimentary lines give 
ling of imprecise im- 

Like the following:
Lagos, you wear lights 
Glittering like fairy 

robes
Your hairs gleam and 

glow
With moon lights of the

me
When I never see food 

chop
When I never get water 

drink
Na 

come.
On the whole, the poem 

is a little disappointing. 
Beyond the implied critic­
ism that some presidents 
in different climes strive to 
improve the material con­
ditions of their citizenry, no 
indication is given as to 
the alternative direction to 
be followed by the poet if 
he secures the power he 
craves, even if in his im­
aginative flight.

An apparent dai 
pidgin poetry is t 
into the world-vie^ 
man in the street or w...
next door. The string of 
poems. Sisi Eko 'Im 
plain. Sweet Sixteen De] 
Sweet, Na Fine 
Chop. Na Mono] 
Fine Soup, which 
in woman-bashing, 
see the famale chc 
as a product of the stystem.

Ezenwa-Ohaeto, who 
teaches Literature and En­
glish at the Anambra State 
College of Education, 

. currently com- 
his Ph.D work at 
rersity of Benin.

pZENWA-Ohaeto's ing or effective organisa- 
Bdlatest collection of tion but the diction more 
poems has more than half often than not descends 
of its contents in pidgin En- into very ordinary prose, 
glish. This shows the Take these concluding

“ ”'y of pidgin lines from a poem in the first 
ive to stan- few pages:

A desperate clutching at 
reality.

Reminds me that even 
gentle joys.

Can be maliciously en­

graving vitality 
as an alternative 
dard English in 
creation, with its ootent 
to capture local nuances 
and concr
Aig-Imoukhuede in v 
!Zi’Sd^ndJ Fatunde transformation in the life-
in theatre are among those But for the breaking up of stylei of a. pens 
actively engaged in the the lines, it could read bke a ™mes preside: 
evolution of the form. smooth sentence with little Dr

Pidgin may be quite apt of that intensity that dis- 
forthose intent on cultivat- tinguishes fine verse, 
ing a public voice. These poems leave the 
Ezenwa-Ohaeto's first col- reader clutching at the 
lection, Songs of a shadows of an earlie 
traveller, was remarked Christopher Okigbo, 
for a conscious sympathy daily with ref. 
with the socially disadvan- the wind, the 
taged. I Wan Bi President such-like poeti 
reveals a thematic con- Even some of 
tinuity. In the poet's own complimentary 
testimony, the pidgin a feeling of imj 
poems were first read to agery. '" ” 
audiences in Awka, Ower- — 
ri. Abuja, Calabar and - 
Nsukka. The reception was 
"stupendous". With the 
cunent publication, the 
poems are now available rrjlj. 
to the wider public in cold njght.
print. The warmth is still jhe poem from which the 
evident. extract is taken, Looking at

There is almost a temp- Lagos, lacks the verve of 
tation to flip hastily its close counterpart in pid- 
through the 11 or so poems gin, Township Life. Here, 
in formal English which the rhythm is strong; the 
begin the collection. The imagery is homely anc 
poems in this section have memorable. In effect, the 
not much arresting quali- poet comes across.
ty. The free verse form may The title poem, I Wan Be 
occasionally detain the President, falls into the 
reader with some interest- pidgin section. It tells the
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i: Working hard for a good life

o Adeyemo: 7 have waved everything I want" o AH: A lady of substance
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he ____
: colleagues and 
to mark his 60th 

< as well as 45 
i photography.

He particularly likes por­
traiture. Ex-President She- 
hu Shagari and Dr. Kumuyi 
of Deeper Life Ministry are 
among those captured by 
his lens. Adeyemo, howev­
er, complains abo"‘ — 
emmer 
it very 
fession 
eminent 
nise phe 
country.' ___ 
the difficult] 
photograph 
and materk

Chief 
himself 
"I h< 
thing I 
and I am 
king," he s

FOW does
Acelebrate __  ___
7? Of course, he invit 
mds for a well-attend

1 or no SAP. T1 
Macaulay ~ 
he turned

one month of operation, we 
broke even; a result of the 
hard work of Alpha's man­
agement team, " he says. 
With Alpha's total assets 
at N4 million, lyayi "an 
doing badly at all".

--------------- He brings to the task 
Understandably, he Masters Degree from 

doesn't spoil himself too Paul University, Chicc 
x . r , U.S.A. Marri 

he has
is wife, Pa. 

ss in life : 
on her ac

Kicfc focus |
Chi.! Billyrow | 

photography 3 
.i.ds.Ja. childhood - delight 
crjyhigh hasdaken him to the 
rja®. - of the profession. He 
-uHtarted snapping away, 
.niWftUy at - his- ■ school-
.Jmp.t,op, when he was 15, 

with a box camera bought 
:!-f0r_j him by his mother at 

pMhdt time for 15 shillings. 
'..Todgy, Adeyemo is Presi- 
^.Ideft.t of the Society of Nige- 

-rian- Advanced. Photogra-
-??RflV (SNAP). On Saturday, 
n October 22, he called 
-oitQO^ther
..Jrifinds t 

birthday 
years in

bwdBy
■plains about gov- „ow does a banker 

nm Hcelebrale >>>« birlh-
' hl ^1°' O1 invites

. not friends for a well-attended
* bash- SAP or n° SAP. That
."He is quick to cite d-ds whha* «a'aul’W 
i.ulty in obtaining 'Urned 40 °”

)hic equipment iindm-ctrr 
idials as example. °rc "
Billyrose regards 

as a fulfilled man.
lave achieved t

I want to attain
i as happy as a 
says.

 PEOPLE
Three times 
a Body
CTrOHE train of the emerg- 
IL ing new woman recent­

ly stopped to pick another 
passenger, Hauwa AIL 
You know them, thehkesof 
Zulu Sofola, Tess 
Onwueme, Zaynab Alkali- 
etc., combining domestic 
roles with their profession­
al careers as well as find­
ing time for creative work.

To all those attributes. 
Mrs. Ali, 39, adds thoseofa 
pacesetter. She was one 
the first to graduate with a 
doctorate degree from the 
’_\.iversity of Maijiugun 
and the first female author 
on Delta Publications' 
book list. On Saturday, 
October 29, at the Nigenan 
Institute of International 
Affairs, her novel. Destiny, 
winner of the 1987 Delta 
Fiction Prize, was laun­
ched into the market.

t She wrote Destiny to 
sets "help find a solution to the 
rin't problem of child marriage 

that is a household prac- 
k a tice in northern Nigena 
De "Formal education ol 

young girls should be en­
couraged at the expensed 
early marriages," she 
says. A senior lecturer in 
English at the University of 
Maiduguri, Mrs. Ali has 
four childre

often; for most of the time, 
he is busy piloting the six- kids, 

every- month-old Alpha Merchant for his 
i in life Bank to the fair land of ris- success 

ing profits, as its pioneer pends ■ 
Managing Director. "After says.

lillk .
adly at
ings to the

Degree fr<
sity, Chicago, 
ried with six 
s only praises 
Patricia. "My 

really de- 
idvice," he



I F

o Toto: Moving in the upward direction

Manning the midfield

Music

• Lawanl: Poisod to organise the midfield
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move- 
move- 

i thing 
) ex­

sentiments. The 
ing of the 112-page 
t tne Nigerian Insl 
of Internationa 

>ria Island, 
urday, Octo- 
d cynosure of

Setting records straight
rc^X-Sonator Mahmud 
SlWaziri published Ste-__
wardship, mostly a collec- Pres 
tion of his speeches during 
the ill-fated Second Repub­
lic, "so that the future 
actors on the cov"My - 
political stage may find it 
useful if they are to avoid 
making the same mistake 
thrice."

Fine 
launchii 
book at 
tute < 
Affairs, Victor 
Lagos, on Satui 
ber 29, was the <

a number of second repub 
lie dramatis -, personae. 
” ssent were ex-governors 
Abubakar Rimi and Abu­
bakar Barde as well as Dr. 
Chuba Okadigbo, Dr. Olu- 

juntry s so^a Saraki, Dr. Ibrahim 
r find it Tahir, Chief Jonathan Ode-

WflffHEN Kim Lawani 
\J\J says: "Nigeria has 
been operating with just 
defence and strikers and 
without midfielders," he's 
not talking about football. 
He is referring to the enter­
tainment scene. Together 
with his colleagues, Kim 
has formed a body called 
the Association of Artiste 
Managers and 
Promoters (AMMP).

The body which is about 
100 days old intends 
"organise the miuuC,-

has sponsible formy 
mes ments but in all the 

ments, the common L* 
was research," he 
plains.

At IMB, Toki has j 
jos, re- moved from the Corpor 
Niger- Affairs Department 

jpment Corporate Finance as 
rketing manager. In spite of his 

,_a _.tachment to re- 
_ jarch, he believes strong­
ly that marketing is a vital 
link in the business.

"I discovered this during 
my sojourn at Upjohn," he 
says. Away from research 

IMB. matters, he splits his time 
I had a between reading and his 
curious kids. He also jogs on a 

weekly basis.

which is lacking." Says 
Kim: "In this country, the 
artiste is in most cases his 
own producer, manager, 
promoter and booking 
agent. And it is probably 
for this reason too that the 
prtiste does so much he 
doesn't get the best of his 
creativity out." If AMMP 
succeeds in their goal, 
then lovers of music, espe­
cially live performances, 
could well be on the road to 

nds to getting better value for 
udfield their money.

biyi, etc.
Looking at the hall pack­

ed full, Waziri said it was 
"a moment of fulfilment." 
And quite aware of the 
general reservations about 

18 , those four years, he has- 
>nal tens to add: 'It's just a 

strong need to put the re­
cords straight, not to’ex­
onerate oneself."

I... / w
• Waziri: A moment of futfilment

A high ffltyer
R-BIODUN TOKI L. 
•Amoved several times 
in his career, but the 
causes may lie in his per­
sonality.

He has been a lecturer at 
the University of Lagos «»- 
search economist at IL..,— 
ia Industrial Develop----- *
Bank, NIDB, marketing manager, 
manager of a phar- long att< 
maceutical company. Up- sec ’ ’’ ’ 
John (Nigeria) Limited, re- ’ ‘ 
search economist at First 
City Merchant Bank and 
now holds an executive 
position at the Internation­
al Merchant Bank, IMB.

"As a young man, I « 
way of being cuLvuo 
which might have been re-
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• fusion: A chilling visage
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Overheard

f naira
Beside 

his club, 
other

asked Jonathan Odebiyi (Second 
- feel defunct?’ The English Ian-

► “I don’t feel defunct. I 
Republic Senator) ‘Do you feel 
guage is a brutal instrument”.
— Ibrahim Tahir, minister in the Second Republic.

> ‘‘I’m launching this book with N364. There are 36S days 
in a year and tomorrow — October 30, will mark one year of 
my graduating from the University of experience (his prison 
sentence).’’
-Ex-Governor of Kano State, Abubakar Rirni, at the laun­

ching of Stewardship , by Mahmud Waziri.

Climbing to the Peak
Lag6'£‘night club marks one year with charity gig

► ‘‘To me life is still the same. Life continues. And you you 
know that age is in the mind not in the body.”
— Maryam Babangida on being complimented for turning 
40.

Onyeka: Thrilling the audience
ence could not help calling track of her forthcoming reasons to be generous, he 
for an encore of the hit album. Dancing in the sun. is due to be a father soon, 
rack, Omoge, on which he The audience, itching to seven months after his 
mchored his exit. boogie down on the dance grand society wedding in

Since they wanted an floor was presented with Port Harcourt, Rivers State.
Omoge (a damsel), Peak one fjnal act- Velvety "I feel on top of the world,
ob“ged by providing one voiced Funmi Banjo and The baby is due in three
ioraNlO,000 fee. Flaunting her five male companions months,” he beamed. In­

to in ? pa?j long legs ‘hat dis- roped the audience into egbese was joined in cut-
-hnw JJ.acte.d quit® a few. singing with them the ting the Peak anniversary
’ • Onyeka Onwenu, sporting theme song of Peak's tele- cake by his wife, Mary,

her low-cut hair-do, could vision advert. Impressed and Richard Ikiebe (christ-
have just passed for an by her brilliant singing, ened "Small minister"), the
Omoge in her knee length Mike Inegbese, the 40- Personal Assistant to the
green costume. It might not year-old proprietor of Peak absent guest of honour, In-
be surprising (perish the showered a rain of naira formation Minister, Prince
thought) if it wasn t only notes on Funmi. Beside Tony Momoh.
Onyeka s superb rendition the anniversary oil ’ ’

^kLoucTudbJeoLa: l9ogbese bad
. a presidential 

Iviser in the Second Re- 
iblic, from his seat to 
>wn her forehead with 

x>uira notes. Thrilling as 
ever, Onyeka further 
freaked out the audience 
with a taste of the title

Fl T was past midnit 
B when six zomb 
emerged from their grav 
Their clothes, some drip­
ping yvith blood, were in 
tatters as they shuffled 
onto the stage in stiff jerky 
movemerits. Time stood 
still fora few seconds, and 
suddenly the quiet was 
shattered by the pulsating 
beats of’Michael Jackson's 
1983 monster hit. Thriller, 
In living colour, the Thril­
ler video dance moves p 
were- re-enacted by the : 
ghostly figures with such Fl 
mastery and faithfulness Li 
to detail that Jacko could ° 
have really gone wacko f 
wi*£ envy. for an encore of the hit

The act performed by track, Omoge, on which he 
students of the University ar~’----- ’ ’ ’
of Benin (UNIBEN), who 
went by the name Illusion, 
might run away with a 
medal for the weirdest and 
most mesmerising side­
attraction in the entertr:_ 
ment circuit. But the si__
was not in UNIBEN's main 
auditorium. It was in the 
posh Peak Night Club in 
mid-profile Surulere, 
Lagos.

To celebrate its one year though 
anniversary. Peak Night Onyeki 
Club and Restaurant, on of Ekw 
October 29, hosted friends that yc 
and patrons to a night of digbo* 
wining, dining and done- advisa 
ing. Meant also as a char- public 
ity show. Peak donated crown' 
N2.500 and over N11,000 nail 
worth of gift items to the 
S.O.S. Motherless Babies 
Home in Lagos. Attracting 
a gate fee of N150 for unin­
vited guests, the night ful­
filled the promise, by com­
pare Soni Irabor, of 
mouthwatering music 
menu.

In his first public appea 
ance, since releasing h 
debut album last month, 
Mike Okri reaffirmed that 
he could become a voice to 
reckon with in the music 
industry. The audi-

• Inegbese (right), wife. Mafy and Ikiebe: Cheers at one 
rack of her forthcoming 
alburn, Dancing in the sun.

The audience, itching 
boogie down on the dan- 
floor was presented wi 
one final act. Velvety 
voiced Funmi Banjo and 
her five —’------------- :-----
roped t 
singing 
ther_________ of Peak's tele­
vision advert. Impressed 
by her brilliant singing, 

, the 40-
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Back £o nature
Rural settings dominate theme of art exhibitio

settl 
it the

By Humphrey Bekaren
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I 
-

I

—

>1 at the
Victoria — w 

lad works dunes 
major place 
of oil but de*

ners
Oyelami 
many more peopl 
becoming gypsies be 
of prevailing sock

• Oyelami: Fl'filment in art

Sahel who dig deep into 
the ground, under the sand 
dunes for shelter. The 

’—1 looks nondescript, 
------ leep within, it bubbles 
with life.

Oyelami's love for struc­
tures goes beyond land­
scapes to embrace struc­
tures of life. Reflection is 
a contemplative work re­
vealing the distant summit 
of a hill against a valley. In­
between, the artist repro­
duces, in a multiplicity of 
colours, the disorder in hu­
man settlements as well as 
in the mind. The use of sub­

colours manages to in- 
»t the work with a cer- 

peace. The applica- 
of violet tinted with 

’ ■v‘?ns the overall 
..—3 the Naple's 
rivets the eyes of 

iewer.
Gypsy represents such 

wanderers as the beggar, 
cassanova, the woman or 

’’ >art- 
. quick regularity, 
li's concern is that 
more people are 

because 
ial cir-

fUfURAINO Oyelami re-
turns to the exhibition 

stand after seven years to 
reveal that he is still a fine 
colourist and progeny of 
the Oshogbo School. One 
of the works, Crowded 
Suburb, is enmeshed in his 
favourite theme of tradi­
tion and the negative im­
pact of foreign influences. 
He creates a chaotic settl­
ement of huts that is at the 
same time tinged with ba­
lance and nostalgia. That 
may be a way of asserting 
that no place is totally 
shorn of joy or its positive 
aspects.

The exhibition from 
October 19 to 31 at the 
Goethe-Inst itute, 
Island, Lagos, h< 
divided into two .— 
parts; six pieces of oil 
painting on hard-board 
and 12 of oil pinting on 
paper.

Rural settings dominate 
the canvas of the artist who 
combines painting with 
music (Oyelami is an 
accomplished in­
strumentalist on the Dun- 
Dun and Bata Drums and a 
music teacher). He empha­
sises aspects of rural beau­
ty in Village scene 1, Vil­
lage Scene 11, Village tie c 
Scene 111, Northern Vil- vest 
lage 1, Northern Village 11, tain 
and Village in Desert. hon

Oyelami paints the hilly while
country-side of his native yow rivets
Iragbiji in Ifelodun Local vit 
Government Area of Oyo 
State. The traditional mud 
houses are now giving way 
to modern cement block -------------- ■ —,
buildings. He seems to be the man who c h a , J*
saying that the old build- ners in quick reg 
ings were serene and 
beautiful in their own way.

Village in Desert tells the 
story of the people in the

cumstances but this does 
not make them less 
human.

In most of his works, 
Oyelami uses.. animated 
colours. Even when he 
paints the pathetic side of 
life like Hunger (prus- 
sian blue over glazy back­
ground), there is always a 
ray of hope in the form of 
the golden yellow colour 
somewhere around

A product of the Oshogbo 
art school and Mbari 
Mbayo Art Group. Oyelami 
has opened an art centre at 
his hometown, Iragbiji af­
ter his retirement from the 
Obafemi Awolowo • Uni­
versity. Ile-Ife where he 
taught music and dance.



Night of stars 
Funds keep away several award winners

icies 
il <

the awards night

Director 
igle.Wigw<
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° Ukoh re-enacts "Song of Wisdom'

mes. NIFETEP should be 
made a yearly event so the 
programmes will even­

ice those im-

• Amata receives his trophy from Mrs Aikhomu

other mt 
Africa, 
some 
poor 
were 
"A 
gooa

 T.was festival time 
0teevee, and so for 
whole week, bouncing 
from' Sunday October ! 
viewers were treated to a 
"veritable feast" of 14 cate­
gories of programmes. 
Tagged the Nigerian Fes-

»»ias. »iu 
aired as tc 
became so boring 
switched off my televisic 
on a number of times."

The star prize for the 
imedy" was 

 _2 an indeper 
programme may have a production by Global 

 od concept but with poor house. Jos. lor ' 
execution ends up a bad tied All in 
production." Victoria ~

The cry over poor finance person, 
hit the organisers as well. Commi 
This was glaring in the the —* 
absence of many award mi. 
winners. One of the lucky Hoi 
ones who could attend was 

Zack Amata. A popular
> screen, Amata 

> a strict father in 
,’s soap opera "Behind

a  ite of 
television today, he says: 

’ jubt that they 
ical help, 

'hey have brilliant men 
md women who can 

achieve a lot. They have 
shown considerable initia­
tive."

Dr. Amatokwu gave the 
NTA pass marks with re­
spect to news and situation 

imedies such as New 
rsquerade, New Saman- 

ja, New Village Headmas­
ter, etc.

"Where they exhibit con- 
siderable weakness es- in 

o program- movie for television. Some 
highqual- °< the dialogues are over- 
■ - stretched, making-it-look

like someone is-trying to 
stretch the time. After .all, 
there's no sacred, injunc­
tion that movies should be 
two to three hours.. Also no­
thing says that several 
movies can't be.sbown.for 
a movie slot," he .says..

This year's NIFETEP is 
the last to be organised,by 
TON. NTA ...Dixector- 
General, Shynglq.Wigwe 
revealed at the closing that 
subsequent acjivjjies 1/ke 
the festival jyoyld now 
come under the umbrella 
of the Broadcasting Orga­
nisation of Nigeria (BON).

By Omotayo Afolabl

vance, directing and script 
writing." "From the 102 en­
tries, we observed a high 
-*—dard of television

rging in the nation and 
t producers articulated 

towards social 
 tion," he said.
Tar Ukoh a principal 

producer with the Nigeria 
Television Authority (NTA) 
Jos, was adjudged best uvciun msai uumi *** ** —•
producer, director and see- thriller called Game of Dr. Nwokedi Amatokwu, 
nic designer in the variety Frustration. Amata Mass Communication lec- 

°‘ and light entertainment observed that though turer at the University ot 
category with Song of Wis- "NIFETEP was a fantastic Lagos, says NIFETEP is a 
dom. "It didn't come as a idea, there are still a lot very useful event 
surprise to me,” he said, more areas to be improved Reviewing the stat 
The production was dedi- upon, especially the dra- television today, he s 

ietY cated to freedom fighter mas. Stage plays were "There's no doubt 1 
lent NeiSon Mandela, and his airedastelevisionplays.lt need technologic 
?tc\’ wife, Winnie as well as became so boring that I They have brillic 
j.e5 other matyrs and heroes of switched off my television ai 

Ukoh states that 
deficiencies, like 1I1O olu 
technical quality, "best comedy" was clin- 

due to lack of funds. cfced by an independent 
ogramme may have a production by Global Play- 
-------- ->t but with poor hoUSe, Jos, for a play enti- sPe*

3 up a bad tied All in a days job. Dr. c°m 
Ezeokoli, chair- Mas

1, Festival Planning 
littee, believed that 

le entire viewing public 
light have reached 40 mil- 
on and that the

mes had been of L.a.. — 
ity. A member of the audi­
ence, Eddie Igbokwe, said 
of the festival: "They were 
very interesting program­

ie on

□S 
23, standard 

emerr: 
------------------- most pi 

gories of programmes. a drive 
Tagged the Nigerian Fes- mobilizatic 
tivaT^of Television Prog- “ 
ram'mes (NIFETEP), the 
tube affair had for its 
theme "Mobilization for 
National Development 
thro’iigh. Television."

It^was a combination c 
serious stuff like 
documentaries, historical 
dramas and hilarious com­
edies, animation and pup­
petry as well as variety 
and light entertainmt 
presentations. Tube si 
tioris nationwide switch 
into the biennial event dur­
ing which a total of 88 prog­
rammes was transmitted 
as against the 67 program­
mes featured in 1986.

The climax of the festival 
whose budget was over 
N200,000, was probably the 
award gala night held 
Saturday, October 29. Hun­
dreds of people thronged 
the main bowl of the 
National Arts Theatre, 
Lagos, to catch a glimpse of 
television stars in the flesh. 
The organisers of the festiv- face on the 
al. Television Organisation plays 
Of Nigeria (TON), brought NTA's 
further spice to the event by 
featuring reggae musician, 
Majek Fashek and 13-year- 
old Festuz ” ’ 
part of the

The nigl 
sentatic 
trophies 
tificates to 
television s 
production 
Chairmai 
national , 
Amali said 
criteria i 
lighting.

the Clouds." He was 
cheered all the way to the 
stage when he went to re- programmes 
ceive a trophy for being tually replac 
"overall best actor " in a ported/' , 
thriller called Game of Dr. 
Frustration. Amata Mass Commw 
observed that though turer at 
"NIFETEP was a fantastic Lagos, sc 
idea, there are still a lot very usef 
more areas to be improved 
------  - specially the dra-

tus Eghaghara as 
he performances.
.ght saw the pre- 

~‘ion of 14 gleaming 
«*es and about 40 cer­
ites to individuals, 

stations and 
companies.

in of the nine-man 
jury, Dr. S.O.

>aid the panel's 
:riteria included "colour,

sound, rele-

airedastelevisionplays.lt
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and 
stiff 

longer 
brand

ide 
_ N2J 
-made

, some 
le raw 
locally

i Nigerian skin and 
products compare 

i prices with 
jtitors. For in- 
le imported 

I. hair cream costs 
Nigerian-made hair 

jams cost from N2.50 to 
r.8O. Locally-made per- 

s can 
)0 but

o Locally-made perfumes on display 
section.
ing Ma
Olaleye.
products
tional

Local 
cream fc 
competition 
established 

ous names, e< 
like US, Frai 

irces ab- We: 
f its raw ' —
illy. Mr 

------- the  -  
Manager, says that prefer ~~anyrer--- »-* — »

research t 
ility brands 

competition wit 
ones. ------

Nek 
at Ikorodu 
obtains- 75-per 
materials-used in the pro­
duction- of Savlon hair 
cream-locally. These in­
clude-colourant, keratin, 
vitamin” extracts, mineral  
oil, etc.’ Cheseborough In- alsc 
dustries (Nigeria) Limited, 
Lagos, has gone a step fur’ 
er. The corr.x.J_. 
lory and office < 
cated in Isolo, has an in- companies  
bouse plastic production  into advertising, M

I

Local perfume, cream producers fight foreign competition

ft'tZO prizes will
awarded for guessing 

the common link between 
the following labels—Agi- 
sheen, Kessing-sheen, 
Satin sheen. Super sheen. 
Extra sheen, Dyna, Venus, 
Bref, Impulse, etc. Yoi 
guess is right. They are a.. 
perfumes, or hair creams, 
though with exotic names. 
And they are made in 
Nigeria. At least, 
percentage of the 
materials is 
sourced.

Mr. Enang Inyang, 
Marketing Manager of 
Flurex Industries based in 
Dceja, Lagos, says that 95 
per cent of the raw mate­
rials used in the making of 
Agr-sheen, its hair cream 
product which made its de­
but this year, is derived 
locally. He mentions some 
of these raw materials as 
anti-dandruff oil, hair-root 
formulated oil. Vitamin E, 
Petroleum jelly, Parafin, 
etc.

Cybelle Cosmetics, La­
gos, producers of varioi’® 
brands' of deodorants li’ 
Fa, Bref, etc., sour 
out 55 per cent of 
material s'' internally. 
Ahmad Suleiman, 
Sales Manager, says t! 
the company relies a lot on 
its research to produce 
quality brands to enhance 

ith imported
3S- .........................................
letac-(Nigeria) Limit 
Ikorodu Road, Lage . r„_ 

percent of raw cate 
sed in the pro- ladi 

Savlon hair our 
” These in- the

also com-' 
ndigeii'duh 
image' JhH

igner, 'ai' 
1. L‘atjo£M' 

____ : iddtr 
rants. Nigerian firms'; 
roducing perfumes 
ieordorants which1 ~ 
te favourably,.‘With'; 
i ones, she sayS.‘*;“\ 
Shola Olupenq; 'a 

esser, says she uses 
made in'‘Pah'S-' 
its nice odour: ~ 

iir-dressing;prc>-, 
though, she uses' 
ir cream in styling1 ’ 
 2 customers/It Is;. 

>od and cheap, she say?.
aruni Oyetunde pre- 
cviAiS made abroad. ‘ 
a popular hair sfyT-" 

w jam, she says that it 
burns the'scdlp of the head 
about 30 minutes after-ap- 

ike the one 
■ same com- 

road which re­
hair without any

r'. Says the Market- 
fanager, Mi. VZoU 
fe, "the quality of our 
Js matches intema- 
 standards. Our 

laboratory is well- 
equipped and every item of 
material used at every 
stage of production must 
go through rigorous quali­
ty control tests." 

’ ’ perfumeries
factories face 

from lo 
forc:— 1 

especial.,-----------
, . rance, and other 
jstem countries. Inyang 

of Flurex Industries says of 
the demand profile: "A ‘ 
of elegant 1’ 
prefer fort 
products t 
ones."

He says that the com­
pany tries to break the fore­
ign stranglehold on the in- 

ited dustry by giving test sam- 
igos, pies to young sophisti- 

:----- ited ladies. "A lot of the
.uJies come back to buy 
'"’T products after using 

samples." Mrs. Clara 
Maduka, salesperson of 
Netac (Nigeria) Limited 
Jso identifies the giving- 

. .  out of samples to prospec-
Lagos.hasgoneastepfurth- tive clients as a major 
er. The company, with fac- strategy to break foreign 
tory and office complex lo- competition. Some of the 
cated in Isolo, has an in- companies are strongly 

f, devoting

L_ a major part of their budget
Mr. Wole to arouse appeal especial­

ly among the well-to-do 
who are disposed to spend 
extra on accessories. Mr. --------
Cedric Ogo, who works at Ryn? 
Zainab Hair-dressing and 
barbing Salon, Sabo, 
Yaba, Lagos, says that 
there are now a lot of hair 
creams and hair relrvarc 
in the market to cl 
from at cheaper prices. »

- is unlike the situation aPou' du mm" 
reign brand sometime ago when the Vnl*
illy from the products were scarce and mac^e Y the 
and, other Uensive." t“

The Nigerian skin and ins.
id nrofile-"A lot ?alr P,r°ducls “mP°re With more. fragrances 
Nigerian'ladies m prices with lrom locaI product works

T.C.B. hair cream costs few years, ■ th.e industry 
N25, Nigerian-made hair could be geared to make a 
F^sTcost,!rom ^2’50 to major impact on the Nige- 
N7.80. Locally-made per- rian sense-and sensib ility. 
fumes or deodorants can By Chlnweoke Oluoha and 
be got at N7.80 or N8.00 but Augustine Any.inwu

o A/aeno. Behoves in value for money

LIVING rj
Parfum de passion is being / 
sold at N12.8Q and Sergib? 
Soldana at N15. -**

Ngozi Ajaene, a 
school teacher, has a- ta^tp 
for foreign cosmetics?’"I ’ 
perfer using imported.,, 
cosmetics because "they 
last longer than local ones; 
she says. She also corii'- 
plains that inc? 
hair creams dam< 
hair.

A fashion desic 
No. 209 Ojo Road, „ 
perfers home-nil 
deodorc 
are proc 
and dec 
compete 
foreign c 

Mrs. S 
hair-dre: 
a perfume 
because of 
In her hai 
fession, t’ 

i haii 
lair of

good am 
Miss Fui  
fers creams 

ilaxers Ci,ing ' 
ihoose !ngcr«!

>er prices. "It bdn 
le
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A tortuous wait

ORIENT BANK
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State government- 
yened by President 
year. We hear

Mar 
tee ant 
to 
up 
the

are quite happy that the Concord Newspapers' forum 

we consider a resounding success. Therefore, we shall not 
tell you about the amount of leg work, heartaches, and near 
emotional breakdowns that went into organising the two day 
brainstorm.

For instance, we will not mention that when the Chief of 
General Staff was first contacted to open the forum, ht 
expressed reservations. Why? We do not exactly know, but 
we can only speculate that the CGS’ apprehension stemmed 
from the observation that some of those invited to speak 
looked rather like the “radicals” and the “extremists' that

Yet, there is the other story that airport comspcm- 
dents had been accosted by a lieutenant colonel 
attached to Dodan Barracks and accusedofbeing 

J over enthusiastic in reporting that thecontin^em 
4 came back without medals but with enough lug-
■ 8a8e from ^,eir shopping spree to fill up a de-.
■ partment store. According to this story, itissaid i 

___ E the lieutenant colonel had complained to 
unman who was a member of the Welcome Comm­
and the Press Secretary had promised to call the "bop1

order. It is speculated that Mammon's attempt to lock 
the Press Centre was part of his “calling to order" of

> airport journalists.
Anyhow, we do feel that for the airport journalist! to 

blow up Mammon’s “embarrassment" and ignore their "re­
buke” by the CGS is a case of selective perception. Ike 
journalists did not see the CGS' second visit to the Press 
Centre to “chide" them for making a “family affair”public 
as what would make a story. We have since learnt :lul 
Mamman, rebuked or not, will continue to serve as Press 
Secretary to the Chief of General Staff. A piece of bad ne»i 
perhaps for those who saw his “rebuke" as an opportunity to 
get him out of Dodan Barracks.

hent.___
the form 

„ exactly knov 
prehension ster 

.. ........... . , pse invited to i 
looked rather like the “radicals” and the “extremists' 
government would want to keep at arms length.

Come opening day, Tuesday November 1. The CGS 
was there. Those to give lectures (both radicals and non 
radicals) were also present. Invited guests were on their 
seats, all were ready except the Chief Host, Chief M.K.O 
Abiola. After what seemed to us a tortuous wait, the master 
of ceremony had to announce that the wife of Chief Abiota.1 
who also happens to be the Managing Director of the Con­
cord group, will stand in for her husband. We shall, there­
fore, not say how visibly shaken Mrs. Abiola herself was as 
she apologised and rept wondering why Abiola was not 
around as arranged, or mention that from the CGS' counte­
nance, one could observe that he was not quite happy. But as 
Mrs. Abiola finished her apology, Chief Abiola burst into 
the hall. The guests could not help giving him a standing , 
ovation which we guess was more out of relief than welcom-1 
ing the Chief Host of the occasion.

We will, therefore, try not to say that Mrs. Abiola 
heaved an audible sigh of relief capable of shaking the 
Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NIIA), venutof 
the forum, to its foundation.

But why the lateness which caused both invited guests 
and speakers, including the organiser, so much heartache? 
Chief Abiola was to explain;he was indisposedjiueto "local 
difficulties". We are not sure if many listened to this explana­
tion, but we are sure that they were happy that Isha allah, he 
finally made it.

A ease ©f seflestive

have probably heard of how the Chief of General 
" Staff “rebuked” his Press Secretary, Yaro Yusuf Mam­

mon the other day at the Presidential Wing of the Murtala 
Mohammed International Airport for locking out airport 
correspondents from the Press Centre. And you have prob­
ably heard also of how the CGS returned to the Press Centre 
to "rebuke” airport correspondents for blowing out of prop­
ortion his overturning of Mammon’s order.

We hear that the disaffection between Mamman and the 
journ alists goes way back to last Christmas when the CGS, 
on his way to Irrua (remember that is where he comes from) 
promised the correspondents a Christmas gift. The story is 
that the CGS' Christmas gift, the nature of which we are still 
unsure, never materialised and the journalists were said to 
have held Mamman responsible for not taking care of his 
“constituency."

3'6

& Siaffiran bank?
V\r\nilA T is in symbol? This is the problem we 
\J\J hear is before the board of the Orient Bank, 
the relatively new Anambra S---------------------
controlled financial house opet 
Ibrahim Babangida last y— _____
that members of the bank’s board met all day long sometime 
last week beating their heads against the proverbial wall to 
come up with a new logo for the bank. What is wrong with 
the present one, you ask? Well, it so happens that the present 
logo, after just over a year of its existence, does not find

I favour in the eyes of some high-ups in government.
It seems that the symbol of the Orient Bank, which has 

the rising sun peeping out of the horizon, brings back un­
savoury memories of the secessionist period of Biafra to 
mind. So what happens? We hear that promptly, with im­
mediate despatch and all vocabulary military governments 
often muster to underline the sense of urgency, Orient Bank 
was ordered to change the symbol which it uses in order for 
Nigeria to sleep more soundly. But you ask, what is an 
“Oriental” institution without a rising sun? Or what is Biaf- 
ran about Orient Bank? Well, we do not know, but what we 
do know is the saying by William Shakespeare (their own 
W.S.) that “there is nothing either good or bad, but thinking 
makes it so. ”
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More and more, wherever there's action. Maltina's the thing! 
And why not? 

Made from pure malt, Maltina is the Number One non-alcoholic 
malt drink. Rich, dark and bubbling over with life. 

With a taste so refreshing and so irresistible, it's out of this world!
Just sheer pleasure!

Yes, things soon come alive with Maltina. So, put some fun 
into the action... and stay lively, ever refreshed!

Have a M fl LT IN fl today! |
Recommended retail price per bottle 94k liquid

■

B I I !
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Have a M fl LT IN fl today... 

...so lively, so refreshing!



Get on top with

GREEN 
SAMDS'.
Green Sands is a different kind of drink, specially 
made for special people. Like you
Remember, you are judged by your tastes, and the 
drink you choose is important.
Green Sands is new and cool and nique. So get 
on top with Green Sands. You wc oe the only 
one who is impressed.

For that special'dl erence
Recommended retail price per bottle • liquid content only.


