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Deregulation ot 
economy by Babangida 
administration baa 
brought more problems 
than solution to the 
nation's ailing 
economy.

Enlightenment campaign 
embarked upon by 
NNPC for correct pricing 
of petroleum products 
gets a rebuff from 
legislators and state 
governors.

1 Obi Wali second republic senator of high 
repute and man of substance was treacher­
ously murdered by “unknown” assassins who 
kept waiting for him right in his bedroom. Obi 
Wali’s gruesome murder is a great loss to
Nigeria.The way and manners the gruesome murder ■ 
was carried out give room for suspicion of in­
house conspiracy. It is however sad to note 
that Obi Wali’s second wife and her relations 
were not unconnected with the cold— i 
blood murder of the Second Republic Senator. Wali died a death engineered from within. I 
Adieu great senator. Your ‘Delilah’ has con- I 
spired to snuff life out of you in a dastardly I 
manner. (

COI/iX: Gabriel Igbinedion. the Esama of 
Benin has left his indelible piark in the sand 

of time. He has made history in revolutionizing 
health care system. He has done what even 
the government has failed to do. Esama has 
built ultra-modem hospital in his wonderland. 
The hospital has no equal, it has no pair. It is 
one and only one in African continent. The 
hospital is unique in many ways. It is equipped 
with hi-tech health care equipments. It is full 
of sophisticated physical and equipment 
facilities.

For this singular feat he has assured Nige­
rians that health for all does not only terminate

I in the year 2000 but till eternity even without 
propaganda and empty-mouthed rhetorics.

Gabriel Igbinedion who has insatiable appe­
tite and thirst for philanthropy has saved 
Nigerians the problems of going abroad to 
seek medical remedies when afflicted with 
deathly diseases. It is for both the rich and the 
poor at affordable charges. By this Igbinedion 
has demonstrated without praise-singing that 
he is a humanist. He cares for the people Irres­
pective of their social status. Africans can now 
be cured of all their malignity and morbidity. 
Your medical remedy is guaranteed in Okada 
Wonderland.
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Haman trafficking 
called slavery and 
Africans u articles of 
trade were subjected to 
all forms of 
exploitations and in­

human treatments, 
historically Africa hco 
a -case for 
reparation. ..........

| Nigerian music scene 
is suffering reverses. 
The music talents are 
steadily leading for 
the limbo. What hope 
is there for yet unborn 
music stars? ...

f—. Page 3

>Jiasore: which 
recovery?
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Okadigbo who is 
very bril- 

o——uvu ilc Caucd 
hawking this idea around 
find anybody to fund it

—J—HAVE read the TSM Volume 
7 of Number 2 of April 25 1993. I note 
what Chuba Okadigbo has said and 
what a member of the Igbo leaders Con­
sultative forum has said. I am consoled 
and I am happy that wc are all saying 
the same thing, wc arc all fighting the 
same battle, the Igbo cause.

The only difference in my mind is 
tire approach and the methodology. 
But it is to be expected, it is inevitable 
because we are all different per­
sonalities and have different ap­
proaches to different issues.

But one thing that baffles me is that 
my fellow Igbo people, any time they 
open their mouth to talk to the public, 
they are attacking me. Despite all my 
access to the mass media, I have never 
attacked anybody and will never do so, 
let alone attacking my own brother, my 
fellow Igboman. If I felt anyone of them 
is doing anything wrong, I will reach 
out to him privately and talk and try 
to solve IL

But here I am. 
nationalism

i, nobody can deny my 
uo„  for the Igbo nation. You 
can call me anything you like, but you 
must recognise me as an Igbo 
nationalist If you feel that my ap­
proach in fighting the Igbo cause is 
wrong, can't I be invited by my col­
leagues. by my brothers and say look 
Arthur, you're doing the same thing 
that wc are doing but the way you arc 
doing it is wron6 scc* ,ct’s do it this 
way. I will listen if I agree with them.

I keep on doing my thing the way my 
mind tells me is right But as soon as 
I do that, next thing I see. most of them, 
particularly Chief Sam Mbakwc and 
Chuba Okadigbo, as soon as they open 
♦heir mouth to the press, the next thing 
vou hear is Arthur, why? Their only 
interest is to attack me. I want to seize 
this opportunity of reacting to what 
rhuba Okadigbo and the member of Igbo 
elders consultative Committee said in 

nf TSM tn annpal tr»

But let me recount these for the in­
terest of the numerous TSM readers. A 
man who is alone cannot do whatl have 
done.

In 1989 Dr. Chuba  
always attacking me, had a very bril­
liant idea, an organisation he called 
Axis. He was 
and did not find

L-j^UNDAY MAGAZINE, MAY ‘J, 1993

RE-IGBOS, WHAT DO THEY WANT?

izeribe replies Chuba Okadigbo
When he came to me, I funded Axis. I 
paid every kobo, about N700.000. I 
have the record. It was launched in 
Asaba at Dennis Osadebey’s house. I 
know all the Easterners who attended. 
I give Chuba credit for that It was his 
brain-child. But it was my money. 
When the money I put up ran out, Axis 
collapsed. And now Chuba is attacking 
me every day for use of money, but 
when he needed money for his Axis, 
Arthur funded it How can you fight 
this battle without money.

The idea of my CARIA movement 
came like this. I am honest and modest 
enough to admit that the CARIA thing 
was nothing new, it was no original 
idea at all. The same CARIA idea origi­
nated from them but it was on the 
drawing board. They were running 
round the circle calling themselves 
Eastern Forum, Axis, Oriental Club. I 
saw what they were doing and I felt it was 
good tor our people but I didn't like 
the idea that nobody wanted to take it 
to the implementing side. So, I took 
the idea, gave money and floated 
CARIA.

But this anonymous member of Igbo 
consultative forum who wrote for you 
says 1 am alone. A man who is alone 
does not float CARIA and nobody 
would deny that CARIA movement was 
the best thing that happened to that

1 . r Jl)

and we made the difference that instal­
led Baba Gaba Kingibe. The man who 
is alone could not have exercised the 
influence that controlled the whole of 
that region. Between 1990 and 1992 I 
was controlling virtually all the state 
party apparatus in the East, and the 
man says I am alone. I was able to fund 
the party’s local government election 
in 1990.1 funded all the 1,400 council­
lors, all the 1,001 council chairmen. 
This man who says I'm alone must be 
ignorant He does not know what is on 
the ground. lam alone and yet in 1991, 
I produced nine gubernatorial aspir­
ants in the party. All the aspirants were 
split between me, Baba and Yar'Adua 
groups and I produced nine. I have 
three governors I installed in SDP 
today. Even in Jos. I produced six Pres­
idential aspirants who all won. I came 
third in the cancelled presidential 
primaries in 1992,’yet I’m alone. I won­
der when they’ll start giving me credit 
I funded all th^ National Assembly 
members of the party .and spent over 
N25 million helping the party. And yet 
I’m alone.

•mediately I say 1 back an issue I go out 
and finance it with my own resources. 1 
find it annoying that when they want 
to fight an issue at home, they go out 
and seek resources. If wc are fighting 
a battle in the region, brother versus 
brother, wc should fund ourselves 
from home made resource, not one o-----—w u»i
man going to Ondo or Abeokuta or Kat- region. 1 took CARIA to Abuja in 1990
sina to go and bring money and fight and we made the :
at home. There is no shortage of fund 
in Igboland. They could go and raise 
the money from Ekene Dili Chukwu, 
they could go and raise it from Emma 
Iwuanyanwu, Sab Ejimofor. There are 
people with money in Igboland. I can 
count hundreds of them. They should 
raise money inside to fight a home bat­
tle. Why raise money from outside to 
come and fight your brother? Is that 
the way they make their living?

The man who spoke to you and said 
1 was alone, 1 find funny. The facts do 
not bear this. They should approach 

,  . . " ■“ public affairs without being personal.Sedition of TSM to appealto them to Hc says , havc a nuisanccBvaHluc. now 
°^aSc stop attacking Arthi . 1 wonder what value he has. He called
p'we have an enemy to fight outside. me a loner

, are now an endangered specie The But let me r------------ -We afC e jS about to be annihilated. We 
lg"° r“'Lnt to lose time making squab- 
don t .horoe. fighting ourselves. We 
pies a up and fight what is out. 
sh°U Don't make Arthur the target 
5’de’ IS enough to do outside. 
TherC . also this fundamental differ 

There mv way and their way. Im 
ence
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It has been said that politics is

THE SUNDAE MAGAZINE MAE 9, 19936

have 
nature

as
in-

ofthe 
sometimes to 

his own. but often 
is hampered ^h.;t.on his

reinmorean^-, 
’ other major 
eaching unity 
:ountry

nation of those arou.
,S^:^bormTnriii°take risksand 
travel long distances in quest of an 
i“" or oKortune He is a catalyst for 
change, sometimes even a reactor. He 
burns with restlessness, scounng lhe 
world for that elusive excellence.

He detests injustice and cannot bear 
to witness it idly without rallying 
round the victim. He will gladly carry 
the burdens of the world on his shoul­
ders sometimes to the negligence of 

s own. but often his planning ability 
hampered by his wanting to know 

in apDhi^7C“.----------------- to° much befO^C acrion‘. hiS tcndenc>’
i__ _7?.e lessons learnt to engage in more analysis than action.

While other major ethnic groups 
were preaching ‘unity” and fragment­
ing the country into states, he was sh­
outing ‘unity” and opposing the crea­
tion of states, which he regarded 
fragmentation, until someone 
vented the argument about Federal 
Share.The more states you have, the more 
Federal Share comes your way says the 
argument While Awo saw Federalism 
as the key to development in the Reg­
ions. Igbo man’s concept of unity was 
a unitary government, much the same 
as the British left with us.

He has been so conservative that by 
the time he came round to the modern 
thinking, other regions had been 
can-ed out three or four times. The 
marginalisation” had begun with the 
question ‘how many states can vou de­
liver and of course the number of de- 
Inerable states in Igbo Land could be

game of numbers. The land locked 
Igbos lack those numbers, and the 
economic situation of the country and 
the religious indoctrination have both 
led to the limitation of families, which 
means the prospects of large numbers 
tend to diminish.

When Senator Chuba Okadigbo says 
that in politics we are not talking about 
romance, he is not referring to the 
beautiful bride (which may be part of 
the ‘horse trading”). He is talking about 
power, the power to rule over people's 
very lives, whether they live or die. eat 
or starve. Power is very seldom con 
ceded. Those who understand it know 
what it takes to capture power, the 
military more than anyone else.

The Igbos are not famous for their 
militaristic approach to life, and have 
to learn rather late in life to stop ex­
pecting concessions and accommoda­
tions.

They must not leave the struggle to 
others. We are all after all said and 
done, striving in our way to build one 
nation.

After the struggle comes the horse 
trading and the ‘sharing-. The greater 
your position of strength, the greater 
your share. If you are in a weak posi­
tion. all you get is chaff. In the colonial 
era. those Igbos who joined the armed 
forces were regarded with some scorn.

On the other hand .Northern Nige­
rians have always been militaristic, as 
witnessed by the opposition they gave 
to the colonising British forces, 
matching horse for horse and musket 
for musket In addition there was the 
religious conquest of Nigeria begin 
ning from lhe desert and aiming for 
the Atlantic.

All these characteristics lurk there 
in the background. When I hear of'ro­
tational presidency.” I wonder what 
anyone means — that you surrender 
power turn by turn.

What I am advocating is less lamen­
tation over the civil war. acceptance 
that Igbos are an integral part of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, with 
genuine rights and privileges, that we 
must not surrender before the ’fight’ 
begins unless that surrender is also 
part of the strategy of lhe complex 
game thay call politics.

In short. Igbos must decide for them­
selves whether they will go on lament­
ing the civil war of twenty-five years 
ago. or gather their abundant strength 
and resources (recognised by other 
major groups in the country) and make 
a bid for their fair share of power.

For my part I can never understand 
the complex game of politics but lake 
great delight in playing witness.

—HERE 
been Igbos who understood the 
ofthe game, the intrigues, the constant 
shifting of interests (and of position). 
One such man was the late K.O. 
Mbadiwe. He was a master chess 
player, admired by friends and foes 
alike.

At this particular moment, the Igbo 
people still allow themselves to suffer 
from the psychological hangover of 
‘defeat in a civil war fought over twenty 
five years ago. on which they really won 
the propaganda war.

Was Gei many not defeated (and par­
titioned). Was Japan not obliterated by 
atomic bombs dropped in Nagasaki 
and Hiroshima? Is every leading power 
today not terrified by the economic and 
technological power of the two na­
tions?

When will Igbo man really believe 
that the civil war is over, that there 
were no victors and no vanquished and 
join his fellow Nigerian brothers and 
sisters i" ’---------
there: the lessons of survival, of spar- 

• tan living, of de-emphasising the mat­
erial side of life, of strategy to sur­
mount disadvantaged position...

The Igbo man ;and woman) are not 
lacking in the qualities of leadership. 
What is lacking is interest in the game 
which has no normal rules, no perma­
nent positions, no distinction between 
falsehood and treachery as long as 
power is the stake.

That attitude of capitulation and res­
ignation will seldom produce the best 
results, only second rate concessions. 
One is apt to forget that a contest can 
only be won by one who contests.

The use of boycott, is a ‘no show’ 
| strategy and the award goes to the 
. party that ‘shows face”.

Yet there is something about the 
Igbo man that always marks him out. 
When he is friendlv. and that is often.

persevering. It seldom matters to him hand, 
that the work he is doing is “public”.
He Sings in ail he’s got to the conster-

Power and 
the Igbo man

I By Cyprian Ekwensi
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>.* per cent 
o: Okada'.artd rhab-.tesl hr human be- 
ixs Thrx't^hou: our three-day stay.

round the estate :r. ho.s —maculate 
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naira fantas^SS 
around him like bees on a honey Black Africa a„°sPitai 1. ' \
comb. Without warning, he gets up of the elite' ho” c»i» ) r-. \
and moves in any direction he likes, trialized world Sp‘u>ls in^ V- X
and they follow. Everyone knows how state of-the-.art'sBeciallv k '\\\' 
to behave, or they would be thoroughly to the con1n<,uiPment’*\ X-' V
dressed down. Those who behave well lo_2 ^riWnA’ ¥. > <1
know the reward. That is king Igbined- Wonderland, gene.
ion, holding court in his Wonderland. 
And that was how. brick-by-brick, this 
exquisite dream project became a liv­
ing reality, in accordance to the com­
bined dreams of Sir and Lady Igbined- 
ion.

Behind the seated and restless form 
of Igbincdion, sprawled his hospital, 
which cost was put this way by the 
£sa/na. "if you say billions not millions 
of naira, you will not be telling lies. I 
don’t want to name the amount. I want 
Mr. President to announceJL" The 
hospital and research centre s slogan 
is: "Pioneering medical excellence." 
This slogan is derived from an estima­

te computerised medical and re creational facility that

Wonderland j'*lerSenei 
side Benin City ® eS kilo, 
thick woodland eeP in th, 
pound stands on T1,e ho^ < 
40.000 square rn Pr°perty P* ,. 
sc<en clinical b?trCs-In «1! »> 
buildings that ho.°cks anq ■ S' *:

visitors, patients h"r'onve^, 
apart from the staff Ti staff, part of Igb?°U*ng
derland project R-^lOn 5 St'Fk
unconditioned n.ow- L‘

Prominent among “**,£>. £
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...The softer side of Ig' 
bitiedion

distant time.
Another very special feature of this 

hospital is the area reserved for weal­
thy individuals who dofe't have to be 
medically sick to be guests here. Top 
corporate executives who want a brief 
restful spell from their stressful work, 
and who just want to pamper them­
selves can join their sick counterparts 
in a block of 80 VIP and four presiden­
tial suites. Now the presidential suites 
are something else.

As soon as you walk through the 
doors.*’---------’
close-circuit television cameras pick 
you up and show-case your activities 
on monitors in the presidential suites. 
The doors and windows are bullet­
proof, and the furnishing very presi­
dential, even though one does not have 
to be a president to earn the privilege 
of quartering in them. For a fee of 
5.000 naira daily, disclosed a doctor 
who took us round, anybody is entitled 
to live there like a president

Talking about physical infrastruc­
ture. the therapeutic block is equipped 
with a special physiotherapy unit 
which will provide diathermic and ul­
trasonic services, for the benefit of 
those recovering from orthopaedic or 
paralytic damage. In due course, the

iLife 4 S’

Stepping through the revolving 
doors of the main reception buildings, 
one gets this impression that this is 
more of a five-star hotel than a hospi­
tal. Flowers, both those that thrive in­
doors and outdoors adorn all parts of 
the project, lending it this gentle per 
fume that overwhelms the stink of

drugs and chemicals. Sculptures cc 
front you at every turn, especia 
around the ground floor of the ma 
building, some making medical stal 
ments. others cultural. The fumishii 
is more reflective of the private homi 
of the wealthy, or the most reservi 
suites of great hotels. Apart from tl 
natural colours of green and yello 
from leaves and flowers, the dominai 
external colour of the Igbinedion Ho 
pital and Medical Research Centre, ai 
white and sky blue-the unmistakabl 
colour of the Igbinedion Empire. Lad 
Cherry told 7557 that these colours ar 
a tribute to nature and living (see intel 
view). Cherry, a member of the hospi 
tai’s board of trustees was given th 
mandate to handle the furnishing am 
decor.

The area our reporter found mos 
fascinating contained the endoscopit 
machines. These computer-baset 
hardware investigate the internal or 
gans of the body and quickly identif 
diseased areas. The radiological de 
partment is rather intimidating, with 
its stacks of expensive machines.

At the Computer Tomography scan­
ner (CT). Oleg Nestaiko. a Russian pro­
fessor of radiology was very enthusias­
tic in demonstrating it for us while he

LADY CHERRY

Okada Health Farm will further provide 
luxury guests with body building, 
sauna and gymnasium facilities. Feed­
ing is strictly a five-star affair and all 
parts of the hospital are equipped with 
modem business and communication 
facilities to keep in touch with the

VERYTHING 
rich and beautiful in the Igbinedion 
Hospital and Medical Research Centre 
can be rightly credited to this West In- 
dian-bom lady. She works with the 
workers, putting everything right and 
sweating it out like everyone else- 
Cherry, who speaks with a measured 
but clear diction, was not keen on 
granting an interview because, like her 
husband, she wanted the hospital 
commissioned first before time could 
be made for comprehensive discus­
sions.

Even though she later relented and 
spoke on the philosophy behind the 
project, she staunchly declined a pic­
ture of hers being taken while al 
work.

The atmosphere around the hospital 
seems to make a statement What is it?

Nature in particular has played a 
beautitul role in this hospital because 
I think uhrn God created His earth, il 
was for a very important reason that

office and carry on with the business 
of making money while receiving med­
ical care. Anywhere they are. doctors, 
nurses and emergency staff on duty 

o __ arc equipped with what is described as
;. the mechanical eyes of security “an intelligent, paging system." This 
-circuit television js an instrument that enables them to

receive complex messages within an 
eight-kilometres radius of the hospital 
so that they can respond promptly to 
the needs of guests and patients. Ac­
cording to records, this is the only sys­
tem of it kind in the world today, and 
sets this hospital apart from the rest 
within the continent
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agricultural uses demands tough and durable 
tanks.

Braithwaite Steel Tanks and Towers are 
your surest way to store water for domestic, 
industrial and agricultural applications.
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tomorrow.

I promise.
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it works. A patient is There is this other equjpm ___----- i.nno suDine. The endoscopic unit that brin^u1 in the --------\ 
all, the value of external bt h°me to Was tu pared with the dumpsite that",? c°m '" the cheaq

with a point of light at its J*"s cable lr°"fo.graphs the surrounding in, ■ Photo. ’ '*•

sues and organs and shows.1?*1 Us- 
full colour on a television sc Ulen>’ in 
patient can see, for himself""' Thc 
odds and ends nature has *11 tlle 
within him. some of which Pac>ted 
tering in the "'“otaat- 
One gets the impression tha. leasL 
may be a master exterior decorat"at"re 
internally, decoration is not • but 
_■- Only the essential fa^.Por' 
necessary to keep life goi n Ult>es 
there. *re Put

To go

explained how it worn, Put on the machine £ " *•- CT Photographs^'^"* SUpine- •-- 
, *"d Pashes '
/ on a computier mnru? On by scction 
I nuid movements maii1TT!aiko' in 

machine. Slices P“f I anatomy from hair to to Ule 
one after Ule other wh,.' appear 

I head scans the tid " n arTOW 
I where problems exist'WheTt"8 °U‘

I tv,.yS1S thC *Cft sidc °f the body."
When we enquired if the condition comI > d " cuured- Nrcstaiko shrugged and said ’ fcjd° "st°'ntcVclt),cproblera. tant

I J !c doctors would tackle it Accc.-dfogtoMaUiiasO. Obiaya.the
I hospital's Medicm Ule CT
I ables doctors to speedily 
I wiUi computer accuracy, th 
I and go for it with precision.
I out risk of opening up 
/ mechanically searching
I lem, which often leads 
I deaths, or where the pai 
I large scars that stay with them
I he decided that there should be green. 
I And this is why we have deliberately lo- 
I cated the Igbinedion Hospital and Med- 
I ical Research Centre out here in the 
I remote area of Okada, away from the 
I busy hustle and bustle of township 
I life. You take for example, where —- 
I are now trying to establish the 
I vitro fertilisation unit I mean to hbve 
I a good success rate. I am told that 
I there could be no better environment 
I in an area where it is unpolluted, total 
I greenery. All these that you’ve seen 
I here, the vegetation, the flowers...it is 
I all part of what we considered to be 
I the recuperation of our patients as 
I they gradually get better. It is very he- 
I aling for them to be able to go through 

I the grounds of the hospital./ What is the significance of the harmony 
I of colours associated with Okada?
I Once again, we’ve tried to blend ev- I erything with the universe. You look 
I at the sky, what do you see? It's blue.
I And so the vegetation, the skyline ev- 
I erything has been brought into our col­

our scheme. And these are all the col- 
/ ours that blend with serenity. So it has 

/ been carefully thought outI What did it take to put together this pro

I ^We have not thought about business 
I here and when one builds a hospital 
I first of all you are thinking of human-
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°0 avoidable 

’ - forever.

going to operate it must b,. ° arc 
enough to fit Doctors and nurs. 8°od 
other supporting staff are ->i and 
standing in their various areas°«°ut' 
from Setchcll and Mukherii „r'^Part 
Vitro Fertilization project. Nest • *" 
professor of radiology for 9r, lko. a

---------------------- ------------------ Years 
ity. It has nothing to dowithb?-;—-
Of course we arc business ,ness. 
rencurs and we have areas in wn1"tr<:p- 
conduct business. But this h icl>we 
has been specifically designert , pital '

i inanity and we are certainty n„,r hu
ing in terms of business You, thin1'- 
foryoursclf as you have walked"" Sce 
an investment such as this if ar°Ultd 
put it in the bank you know th,.°"V had 
he will get? And so very since..r7Urns 
is to make Nigeria o'"y this 
has made us proud. we k., "’ L 
make Edo State proud "* Wi" 
Nigeria and indeed the contin a"d 
large. You will see that Uie loo.. en< at 
there says that Igbinedion Hos°n“ttSide 
and Medical Research Centre if 7. , of Africa. The continent would h"tout

! by this medical research centre C"cfit

What are your suggestions for h.tinuity? ts COI>-

Indeed it’s something that sho..ia last for ever and I believe that so far c * 1 
has been very kind in gtying us uo“ 
wonderful medical and paramedic^ 

staff to pioneer Ulis hospital. Of co..we all know that really, no matte? h ' 

much we have spent on equipment and construction, at the end of the dav ? 
is all going to be down to the peon."

, The attitude of the people. Certain!., 
Igbinedion Hospital and Medical Re.



’Life & Styl

cial and plastic surgery consultations.

of the

An Ear. Nose and Throat clinic equipped for Otorhinolaryn­
gology. Audiology and Speech Therapy:

'Pathology lab with auto-analysis in Haematology and Med­
ical Biochemistry;

*X-ray department for general duty and barium meal screen­
ing:

r*
ical and 

facilities

The out patients block also contains a six bed short stay ward 
and a small operating theatre to complement the four theatres 
in the main Operating Department. Each of these is equipped 

with hands-free 
communication equipment enabling surgeons to instruct or 
advise anaesthetists and nursing staff without leaving the 
operating table.

Intensive care and accident and emergency facilities are 
housed within the in-Datients department .

An instant comprehensive diagnosis

'Dental unit equipped for Maxillo-facial surgery in conjunc­
tion with beauty clinic and plastic surgery.

CH**1* 
dia«»oSttC
& 

and sp^c

h P^>al care al the Igbinedion 
<t^PosyaIb^e.<luaUty of the technologl,I * 

iarquipp€d for > hosPltaTs outpatient and d 9
c,«'« for^e 6001 within conventional d^neral Prac- 

^ners eZse°, by institutions and Genet
^tohere y, loo^ FaclUUes include.

ner- for^^Se Siemens Computed Tornogr^hy 
Patient's boq^ artd tissue analysis of every

A Ma^nographu Scanncr bKasl cancer screening:

kidney Uthotripier for the non-invasive treatme:
es' and similar complaints.

r-—° 1 a ConiPuter monitor
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*Xsa?ssKss; 
/ °W)lncdlon's aides, a professor, told 
/ W1 that some of the doctors / 
/ about 10,000 naira per month 
I ary. and 2.000 US dollars per r- 
I allowances. Accommodate 
I transport which are free, arc I for staff. The fourth phase of the hous- 
/ Ing estates for staff is almost ready. 
I Given this highly upbeat working 
I condition the hospital management 
I demands of their staff certain attitudes 
/ to work that fit Staff are not allowed 
I to loiter lazily while on duty. Move- 
/ ment must be sharp and bri: 
/ lations polite. Absenteeism 
/ without permission, (a normal 
/ in the larger Nigerian working em 
/ ment). which began to rear its h. 
| the hospital has been dealt with 
I ministratively. and Obiaya says I 
/ will continue until all staff in 
I basic standards of work at the

I tai.
/ Many people wonder why Igbinedion 
/ went into this revolutionary venture. 
I They ask if it is possible for a hard 
/ nosed Nigerian businessman to throw 
I in billions of naira into a hospital pro­
ject What is the motive? Profit? 

I Philanthropy? Igbinedion officially rv- 
/ plains it this way: “Nigeria is a' " 
I sent the most populous nation in
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away, is between 15 and 25 naira. For I 
the daily odd-job seekers, that is a lot I 
Food is also scarce and costly, as the I 
people working for Igbinedion have I 
dwarfed the local populace. Higher I 
staff of the establishment go to Benin I 
to do their shopping. That, however, is I 
part of the strains that development I 
brings. '

Come May 4, Okada Wonderland is 
going to witness history. The Presi­
dent and all the who-is-who in Nigeria' 
will storm the town in a rousing man­
ner. Security is already being mapped 
out By this weekend the IBB presence 
will be felt in a way that will leave no 
one in doubt that he would be there, 
perhaps to pass the night in the man­
sion specifically put up for him.

Already dozens of well-selected I

Uh^et;7no?hooKi^abTdr‘i’i‘>"

receive
, as sal-

month as gov
,;ion and, Sta

'.-ST±.Cs I

rica and has long been one of the most - 
prominent in terms of culture and i 
civilization...we must develop our so­
cial infrastructure that offers our citi­
zens the best possible facilities in 
housing, transport, education and, of 
course, health to complement the aspi­
rations of President Ibrahim Baban- 
gida’s administration. That is why I 
have sponsored the foundation of the 
Igbinedion Hospital and Medical Re- 

earch Centre, a purpose-built ultra 
lodem medical centre that sets the 
ery highest standards for private 

health care services not only in 
Nigeria, but also the whole of West Af­
rica."The answer he has not yet provided 
however is, whether he single-hand­
edly funded it, though nothing so far 
suggests that there might have been 
external partners, except the compos­
ition of the Trusteeship Board which 
has Setchell and N. Lange from the 
United Kingdom and professors T.A. 
Lambo and A.O. Lucas from the World <
Health Organization. j

Meanwhile the greatest advantage of­
fered by this hospital is that tertiary 
health complications which, before now 
required a trip abroad, can now be done 
in Nigeria. The air tickets alone cannot 
be a source of worry, no matter how 
the naira performs in the current mar­
ket Secondly the computer is at work 
here. It implies speed and precision. 
Results arc out in minutes and treat­
ment quickly administered Recently, -Governor Abubakar Musa of Kebbi 
^Utc Who had a complicated health 
problem he sustained in a road acci­
dent. was treated here and certified fit 
to continue his work. While there, he 
had facilities at his disposal to govern 
right from his sick bed.

But. like every well-intentioned 
jgramme. this hospital, which |

bringsthe world to Okadaland. is also putting
• 5 on the rural populace of the 

Population explosion has
Okada. Igbinedion builds 
his workers and guests 
' ——e who have come to 
and provide support ser- 

for the growing needs of the 
TSM found out that house rent 

ine up. From a mere nothing in 
;hen the project was started. a 
now costs between 80 — iq0 
in Okada— as high as some areas 

in Lagos. Transport, beyond those pro­
vided by Igbinedion for his establish- 
ment. is scarce and cost is rising stead­
ily everyday. A trip from the town to 
the expressway is between three to five 
naira by bus; to Benin. 65 kilometres
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like 
an £»'

1 Obiaya....back to land

tion and also to sene as a place where 
our own doctors can get the kind of 
experience they would not have got 
otherwise.

Can we have a proper idea of how well 
equipped the hospital is to meet these 
needs?

We have equipment that arc highly 
specialised. But while that one is at­
tracting attention merely because that 
kind of equipment is not available else­
where. what is not too well understood 
is that even in the area of routine 
equipment we have the best. So even 
if you talk about hospital bed. even if 
you talk about the usual hospital 
equipment we have the best. So our 
set up as a hospital contains very cur­
rent equipment in the routine area of 
practice. And also we have the highly 
specialised drugs which do not exist 
elsewhere in the hospitals around. 1 
will just mention the more sophis- 
cated ones so you'll understand what 
I mean. We have for example, machine 
we call CT SCAN. This is a special X 
Ray equipment and what it does is that 
it takes pictures of let us say the 
head...It can give you slices....it can 
give you very thin slices. So by looking

Generally. Saudi* Arabia because 
they are not suffering from the 
economic depression that we have, 
hasn't got the restriction of foreign 
items. Like us they don’t make these 
tools but they have the money to buy 
them from anybody who makes them

Why we are the best
Hospital Medical Director

at it you will know what normal looks 
•e and be able to say where there is 
1 abnormality. If there is some tumor. 

a mass which is developing which 
should not be there, it will fish it out 
immediately, and because it is giving 
vou this thing in slices, you'll be able 
to see where it started and where it 
ended and you'll be able to see bow big 
it is. So that just by looking at those 
slices you already formed an idea that 
there is a lump in this man's brain and 
it is in this position And what they 
havo in one or two places can do just 
what I have said now and that’s that 
But in our own case it can do this and 
it can do the whole body as well. So 
you do it for the abdomen you want to 
look at the liver, the kidney, the spleen, 
all the contents of the abdomen.

Could you briefly explain your back 
ground and training7

...I am a consultant anaes- 
thesiologisL I trained outside the 
country like most of my colleagues. I 
trained in Canada and Britain. And I 
worked as a consultant for government 
and then I worked in L’BTH. /Xnd then 
I worked for 5 years in Saudi Arabia 

You were one of those claimed by the 
brain drain?

That's right. .And then 1 have come 
back. Outside medicine. I was also a 
state commissioner in Bendel. I was a 

commissioner for agriculture first, then 

commissioner for works and transport 
then deputy chairman of the state 
executive council. 1 was the deputy in 
the year when we handed over in 1979 
to the civilian regime.

Who was the governor at that time?
There were so many governors in my 

time It began with governor George 
Innih. The last person was Abubakar 
Waziri who was the administrator.

Could you remember his rank...?
He's a general now but by that time 

I think he was a Brigadier.
Could vou compare the situation here in 

Nigeria and what vou saw in Saudi Arabia?

'"W*. 1 BIAYA is a
consultant anaesthesiologist who 
trained in Canada. A retired associate 
professor of Medicine in the University 
of Benin Teaching Hospital (UBTH). 
Obiaya was a Commissioner for Ag- I 
riculture. and later. Works and Hous­
ing in old Bendel State where he rose 
to the post of Deputy Chairman of the 
State Executive Council under 
Abubakar Waziri. the Military Ad- : 
ministrator of the state before the 
Obasanjo regime handed over to the | 
Shagari administration in 1979.

The professor later took up a job in 
Saudi Arabia w here he worked for five 
years, a product of the infamous brain 
drain. It took the status of the Igbined­
ion Hospital for the medical expert to 
return home to offer his services to his 
fatherland. In this interview, he ex­
plains some of the enigmatic issues 
sorrounding the ambitious medical 
facility.

We understand that this hospital is the 
best in Africa. Does this description fit with 
what is on the ground?

It is the best as far as we know. The 
kind of equipment, the number we 

i have is not available anywhere else in 
West Africa as far as I know. Other hos­
pitals may have one. two or the 
other but there is hardly another one 
that has all of them put together as 
this.

| Could vou explain the basic concept of 
I the hospital?
■ The idea of a hospital is not new 
j but what was observed by the founder 
’ of this place is that most of our hospi­

tals lack highly sophisticated equip­
ment aS a result of which people go 
out of the country to seek highly spec­
ialised care. And the idea then is to 
provide here in Nigeria those things 
which make our people go out. Not 
only that our people go out in pursuit 
of advanced health care. But our doc­
tors also go out because they want 
those facilities to work with, they want 

' better job satisfaction. Simply because 
here in Nigeria we don’t have what is 
necessary to give them Job satisfac­
tion. This hospital therefore was built 
to serve those two ends. One. to pro­
vide highly specialised equipment to

I provide more than routine investiga-
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h T^e issuc ot tbc Kebbi governor who ha. I 
, reportedly taken abroad again...Peom | 
Up ^onderin9 i» this hospital could not I 
tie his problem. *v I

Are you sure about that? I am iu_, I 
hearing it for the first time. Sl I

It was in the press. Except may the nrer. | 
here?d'd not know that hC wdS brou9ht I

I don’t think I should discuss it. u 1 
is not right for me to discuss iL l

Here, you tend to feel you are in a hinh I 
»y'ng hotel, is the plan deliberate? I 

The idea is that people should be I 
treated in an atmosphere....in a pleas | 
ant atmosphere so that one will im- I 
agine thaL... sometimes people are suf- I 
fering not from illness but just be- I 
cause they are stressed. Probably be- I 
cause they are working too much or in I 
one problem at home or the other. And I 
in that kind of case what they need I 
more than anything else is resL Par- I 
ticularly these high executive people I 
who. from morning until night, are I 
working. They are thinking about work I 
every minute of the day.They 'will be I 
under stress. And the kind of illnesses I 
they suffer will be related to stress. We I 
think such people, when they come. | 
we give them a pleasant surrounding, 
treat them if they have organic ailment.
If nothing organic, give them rest 
which they need more than anything 
else. , . .

Is there consideration for people who 
may have very serious ailment and need a 
lot of money for cure but cannot afford it?

If you say that this place is expen­
sive. it gives the wrong impression 
Somebody would conclude withou 
even thinking about it that this plan 
is high up. That’s not right What w 
say is that people who come, who r 
quire to go overseas lor trea 
ment....people don’t do that just

a front any part of the world. So when side your working area. So really what 
. . their hospitals, they have all we enjoyed is that you go to work Vo ’

stay there full time. When you Com“ 
home it is just to sleep and read a tew 
books and amuse yourself. That’s all 
The social life is not the best

So you can say you are happy to be back

From that point, yes. A number of us 
had to leave our families behind be­
cause children go to school and all 
that, so we were kind of having double 
homes. You lived there and your mind 
was at home. Only during the holiday 

“ ' vivpc nnrt

to us. When we got our vacation once 
or twice a year we came home to see 
them. So we feel very welcome 
to come home because now you stay 
with your family. You don’t keep on 
worrying about what is happening to 
them.

Could you compare the pay in Igbinedion 
Hospital with that in Saudi Arabia?

The pay here is certainly better than 
the pay in the rest of the country. But 
it mav not be the same as the pay in
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The famous CT scanner (illustrated) 

spend money or just to enjoy them­
selves . it’s because they have need. 

What we have done is to try 
and provide that need here. So instead 
of spending, even just to go and come. 
NoU.UUU'or N30.000 for the fare alone 
before they begin to spend the money 
for the treatment when they get there 
- and this is usually spent in foreign ex­
change. It’s quite a lot of money. But 
if they can come here and spend 
N30.000 as it's already reduced. Sec- 

1 ondly we do not even charge half as 
much as they would pay in foreign ex­
change.

1 am talking about the man on the street 
who probably has add bums....?

The man on the street would find 
that most of his common ailment may 
be treated by other hospitals.

I am talking about acid bums..?
Acid burns...it depends on where the 

bums is. If is like a skin bum...you can 
treat that anywhere. But if it is like the 
face, or the throat or something like 
that, then those are highly specialised. 
Even before this hospital was built, 
such people either they have the 
money and they go overseas and are 
treated or they stay without the treat­
ment. There's no way you can avoid 
the fact that modem medicine is ex- 
pensive% They don’t do it just for the 
fun of it The fine style hotel part is to 
please those who have the money to 
suspend. Because even if you come here, 
there are gradations. Those who have

lots of money to spend on
more expensive places. mmon
people will suy tn themore 
places. What 1 am saying I medicine is expensive Its^K 
thing that is expensive- in 
have money can afford it haven’t got money can not afford >L 
They will have to make do*,t^. . 
they can get in the routine ho*P ff

Perhaps you could be more graphx 
you could mention the names of fa 
doctors you have here?I will not like to mention people dj 
name but I want to make one statement 
before I continue to answer iL There 
is no fault in our Nigerian doctors. The 
quality’ and the standard of training is 
high. And we are proud of them wher­
ever they go to. And even in Saudi 
Arabia where a good number of them 
are working now. they have made 
names for themselves that in some 
places they are just looking for Nige­
rian doctors. Our problem was not 
finding good doctors but in finding the 
equipment so that, having got the 
equipment here using our Nigerian 
doctors, we will get very’ good results. 
But over and above that, our idea is 
that whenever it is necessary we want 
to establish good relationship with the 
major, main clinics outside here in 
well established places. And we intend 
to bring them out here to work with us 
just as we can send some of our own 
staff to work with them from time to 
time. We have programmes....Even as

talking now arrangement is 
going on to send 4 - 5 of our doctors 
to go to learn to use the sophisticated 
machine we have here. In addition we 
also intend and already have some with 
us to employ experts from outside who 
arc very familiar with this thing and 
who will handle this equipment 

Could you explain briefly on the research 
aspect of the hospital?

The research aspect is not fully de­
loped. As I said we are beginning but 
c plan is that we are going to undej- 
ke it primarily in the area of tropical 

medicine and diseases that have lots 
of relevance to us because they occur 
here. Even malaria now is posing a 
problem all over the world because of 
the development of resistance. And 
in related areas, problems that exist 
special illnesses that are more com­
mon here and they don't exist else­
where.

How do you intend to do that now. Is it 
be funded by the hospital..?
The hospital will do its best If we go 

by the experience of other hospitals 
like this all over the world, what hap­
pens is that the people try to some ex­
tent but they hope that philantropic 
bodies, those associations within the 
country...all of them would like to fund 
research at one time or the other.

This is how it happens all over the 
world.

When you say this hospital is the best In 
Africa, can we campare it with hospitals in 
London or United States for instance?

We must be careful what we say. We 
don't want confusion to be drawn from 
the statements wc arc making. Up till 
now we have not started functioning 
fully. Although we arc doing some clin­
ical work but it is by no means a wide 
experience. So that in terms of func­
tioning it will be presumptous for us 
to be comparing ourselves with other 
places that have been existing for a 
long time because of our not haring 
started. But what we can compare sim­
ply because they are physical entities 
is like the equipment we have. If we go 
by the kind of equipment that we have 
enough to compare us with any part of 
the world. But how we will practise, 
how we will function we hope that we 
will also match those people. But this 
is something to come. I will .tell you 
that this is our objective and we hope 
to achieve it

What is the total cost of this project?
Only the founder is in a better pos­

ition to say. But all I can tell you is 
that it is in billions rather than mil­
lions. Because I know one or two of 
the equipment cost over 20 million.
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Formore than one week. 
Most Lagosians drank 
salh/ water. Lagos State- 
Water Corporation says 
f,e,e ts no cause for 
Klarin. But medical scien­
tists feel different about 
the matter.

UCK! it tastes 
I terrible this is fast becoming 
I a common expression on 
I the lips of Lagosians. And it springs 
I forth every time one tries to gulp down 
I a glass of tap water. Unlike the tastless 
I water people are used to, the water that 
I issues now from the taps is salty and 
I somewhat nauseating. This problem 
I started about the 21st of April ago and 
I according to Tawa Williams, the Gen­

eral Manager of Lagos State Water Cor­
poration, it might take about a 
week before traces of saltiness in tap 
water in the Lagos metropolis disap 
pear altogether. In a statement Will­
iams disclosed that the salty water was 
caused by the intrusion of saline 
water from the lagoon into Ogun River 
which is the corporation’s source of 
raw water.

Since the inception of this problem, 
Lagosians have sought other means of 
getting water. The commonest is fac­
tory bottled water such as Ragolis and 
Swan water. And the result, the in­
crease in demand has affected their 
prices. Ragolis and Swan water which 
before now used to cost between N18 
and N20. now costs between N20 and 
N25d. For those who cannot afford bot­
tled water, boiling seems the way out 
Those who spoke with TSM however, 
said boiling has not helped the situa­
tion as i( has not been able to get rid 
of the salty taste. These people have
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The problem of intrusion of the la 
goon into Ogun River has happened 
before. ISM was reliably informed by 
S.A Ishatayo (Mrs.) that it first occurred in 
1978 and then again in 1985 and 1986. 
Already the situation has a number of 
unpleasant fall outs. According to 
Remi Kayode of Osolake Street in 
Ebute Metta Lagos his family members 
have been stooling ever since they

equipment." Hr explained that filtrine 
which comes in various sizes and mod 
cis is capable of removing sediments, 
tastes, bacteria and even regulating 
the mineral salts in the water "because 
the equipment works by ionization 
process."

Ekch hinted that since the waler we 
drink constitutes about 50 per cent of 
the body fluid its purity is very impor­
tant. The only solution to this he says, 
is to get filtrine fixed to your tap. In 
the wake of another lagoon incursion 
into the river — he advises that govern­
ments and individual organisations 
should install appropriate filtrine 
models to their water taps instead of 
wasting money on treating the water 
with chemicals which in itself poses 
danger to people’s health.

What is to be done to forestall a re­
currence of this problem is now the 
question. A senior official at the Lagos 
State Water Corporation at Agege.says 
the problem is surmountable. However 
he was quick to add that although it is 
a natural phenomenon, lack of 
adequate resources has been a major 
factor responsible lor their inability to 
effectively control the Lagoon en­
croachment on the Ogun River.

corrected." The health aspect *** 
however, refuted by Ahisoj’un Noah. a 
doctor and Lagos'state health Com­
missioner. He has alerted people on 
the danger inherent in the consump­
tion of salty water. “I wouldn’t exp«ct 
people to drink salty water. It *s 
dangerous to drink it and it even poses 
health risk."

TSM also took the matter to senior 
Medical Laboratory at Ilupeju where 
Gbadebo Adeleke. a microbiologist 
spoke with us. Hear him "if Lagos State 
Water Corporation says the problem is 
as a result of the Lagoon intrusion on 
the Ogun River and still feels it is safe 
to consume such water. I wouldn’t 
agree with them. They should be able 
to declare at what stage the lagoon in­
truded into Ogun River. Is it before the 
water has been treated or after and the 
salt content of what they consider safe 
for consumption", he enthused. As far 
as Adeleke is concerned the water has 
taste and that is a clear indication of 
a problem. Pure water is supposed to 
be tasteless. Another cause of worry 
is that since the water is from the la­
goon it might contain organisms 
which can live in the intestine. Such 
organisms include E-Coli which has a 
detrimental effect on children. Or sal­
monella which is responsible for 
Thyphoid fever. It could also contain 
chigella and vibrio cholera which is re­
sponsible for dysentry and cholera re- 

i spectively. These organisms can begin 
to react in an infected person within 6 

1 - 72 hours after water in take. Except 
for Salmonelia which takes between 1 
- 2 weeks before the person becomes 
really sick." However, these organisms 
can be killed through boiling. But vib­
rio paranacmolyucas. an organism 
which strives in salt water can not be 
killed through boiling."

Adeleke also raised another alarm 
over this situation, the Lagoon water 
contains such contents as Iron. Hydro 
gen. Chlorine. Sodium. Magnesium 
etc. And its in take is likely to increase 
the trace of these chemical elements 
in people. "Unfortunately these chem­
icals can not be removed by boiling or 
filtering. In fact the more you boil your 
water, the more it increases."

Danger...Sally water runs 

drank this water. And he has had to 
spend a lot for medical treatment.

Shent Ishatayo. a mech 
gineering student at Ya ba college of 
Technology nou depends on bore hole 
water taken to her from home by her 
mother. She had to resort to this 
means of playing sate after having a 
serious gastric intenstinal problem for 
dnnking the salty water on the cam 
pus. A trader revealed to ISM that her 
mother a hypertensive patient died as 
a result of taking salty water in 1978. 
According to her. it was discovered 
that it increased her blood pressure 
and subsequently led to her death.

A nurse at the General Hospital, 
ikeja who pleaded anonymity inti­
mated TSM that the hospital has wit­
nessed in increase in the number of 
diarrhoea patients in the last five day’s.

"The worst victims of this contami­
nated water are children. Sincerely a 
lot have died recently as a result of de 
hydration."

On what could be done at home 
to purify- the saline water. Emma George 
Ekeh Managing Director of Emma St. 
George Limited has the answer.

According to him "this salty water 
can be purified at home using filtrine
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Exhibition Of Indian 
Books

AN exhibition of about 4.000 Indian 
books took place recently at the Indian 
High Commission in Lagos. The exhibi 
tion was backed by the visit of a four 
member delegation from the Chemiea, 
and Allied Products Export Promotions 
Council (from Indian).

The books will provide an opptrtu 
nity for publishers, book sellers ard the 
academic community to acquaintthem 
selves with Indian books, wtrlch are 
comparabloe with the best in the world, 
and are affordable. The books will be 
donated to universities and other in­
stitutions in Nigeria after the exhibi 
tion.

A Shov. Of Exquisite 
Arts And drafts

Qat'-TESSE'-CE has promised to provide 

a new angle of locking al a modern artist s 
tcc.'fcs along with the very best of traditional 
grafts from all over >"geria. Unusual and exquis- 

pieces of sculpture drawn from her hidden

Kid Wonder At It

SOC.-K Board oZ Ceedrnb.

Sunder c. Lagos.

Pfizer Launches Back | 
- o Basics Healthcare

Programme
T-
1 neicl!J created Pfizer's Consumer Heal 
lheare Team has introduced a special prog 
ramme tided Back to Basics Healthcare Prog- 
L^rn.r?e livening all orofexsinnaH r>r •>“ \
™ailhcare Delivery System nationwide 
'bis represents laudable attempt to share re­
cent advances on two common diseases viz: 
u*>rm infestation and malaria and their chai 
„?9es of control, which are basic health I 
problems in the community. |
rJFrTl[ria Ekunno. Marketing Manager 
f'J^rs Consumer Healthcare Products I
(CHP), says it is another Pfizer's several at- 
lempt to remain highly relevant in the coun- I

s pursuit of Health for all.
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for r 
cludt

duced to
World do not possess the 
muscle to induce the West

.African leaders in 
blameworthy

The critics of reparation, generally

are not legally obliged to pay repara 
tions.

Then, the argument of Williams is 
that we should put our own house in 
order first. “We can never persuade the 
international community about the 
seriousness of our claims to get com 
pensation fora historic injustice when 
before our own eyes, the same at 
rocities are being committed by our 
own leaders", he said.

It should be logical that any demand 
reparations to Africa should in- 
ie the repatriation of capital flight 

Many businesses in the West are thriv­
ing on public funds sent there by un­
patriotic African leaders. When these 
leaders die the money remains over­
seas. It is said that if a tenth of Africa’s 
public funds in Europe is repatriated, 
it will redress the economic imbalance 
between African nations and the de­
veloped world.

Another opponent of reparations. 
Tai Solarin. says the demand for it. is 
illegitimate because it was our tradi 
tional chiefs and Emirs who sold Afri 
cans as slaves in the first place. The 
social critic believes slavery and col 
onialism arc blessings in disguise 
otherwise we would have remained at 
a primitive level. And in any case. Afri 
cans have corrupted their newly won 
independence — there exists internal 
enslavement by our dictators.

point out that 
some cases arc just 
as the colonisers. Though it is a point 
that the leadership should put its 
house in order and while recognising 
this — why disregard entitlements on 
a larger scale, by outsiders?

The legal justification for reparation 
has also been put to task But if a moral 
obligation exists, then a legal question 
should be established. The Europeans 
showed commitment to the cause of 
Jews both financially and militarily on 
the basis of 6 million Jewish lives lost 
during the holocaust inflicted on them 
by Hitler’s Germany. If reparation can 
be exacted from Germany in punish 
ment for her atrocities against the 
world at large, after world war II. then 
nothing prevents Africans from de­
manding reparation for an estimated 
200 million lives lost during the Middle 
Passage trip, alone, and the properties 
damaged and looted, for four cen­
turies. According to Chinweizu: "Ger 
many paid reparation for 12 years of 
holocaust. Europeans should pay the 
black world for 350 years of slave 
holocaust."

The call for reparations can be in­
tertwined with the New International 
Economic Order (NIEO). where North

South negotiations take place 
Though the struggle for NIEO is re 

talk shop sinc< the Third 
requisite 
to make

concessions. This is equally the gen 
era) problem, the reparations issue 
will face.

Payment of reparations and estab­
lishing a special fund where disburse­
ment can be made to various African 
countries, and blacks in the diaspora. 
In any case. Africa’s peonage is a 
development from the historical pro­
cess of crude exploitation and domina­
tion by the Europeans.

Dudley Thompson. Jamaica’s High 
Commissioner to Nigeria, and the most 
visible Caribbean Pan Africanist of this 
generation in 1990 called for a 
powerful black think tank for reparn 
tions. The inauguration of a Group ol 
Eminent Persons (GEP) by the Organi 
sation of African Unity (OAU) to take 
up the case of reparations payment 
gave it the arsenal to apply diplomatic 
pressures on the United Nations (UNI 
and other international bodies com 
mitted to the principles of morality and 
equity, so as to arouse world con­
sciousness to Africa's cause.

At the second meeting of the OAU’s 
GEP on Reparations held in Abuja in 
1991, there was a call fora conference 
of all Africans at home and in the dias 
pora to articulate ways of achieving the 
goals of reparations. The call was 
unanimously endorsed and a machin­
ery for organising the first Pan African 
conference on Reparations was de­
signed.
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Mozambique. The ANC made attempts I 
to constitute as less a burden to its \ 
host countries as it could, developing I 
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trative buildings to schools and millt- I 
ary camps. Routes were designed to I 
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Luthuli died in 1967. Tambo became \ 
acting president of the ANC. And in \ 
1977 < the Robben Island leadership I 
suggested he assume the full title of \ 
President General. I

Tambo was also a founder member \ 
of the ANC Youth League, which pres- I 
sed (Or a moTC militant approach I 
within the ANC He became increas- I 
ingly involved in the league's activities. I 
holding the position of national secret- I 
ary. Transvaal president and National I 
Vice President in 1948 and 1949. In I
1949 he became a member of the ANC I 
National Executive. In 1948 Tambo 
went into legal practice and actually 
opened the first legal partnership in 
South Africa, with Nelson Mandela, in 
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Obi Wall-butchered in his bedroom
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i HE scene is blood-cuddling. It diminishes one as 
a human being. Splashes of blood and 
brain strewed the four walls of the bed­
room. The carpet was a grisly sight to 
behold. Caked blood and brain spotted 
ijv- -*•—on And just by the foot 

pool of blood which was 
ir.to t^ie otherwise 

carpet welcomes one.
- ’ he shared with

where

ming with well armed policemen. 
Things were no longer the same.

Why Obi Wali was murdered in such 
a grisly manner is still a mystery to 
many. But such traumatic, highly 
charged situations theories are being 
peddled. TSM was given this version

vvifr stripped

go OH nviipaSL , lHil~ 
Property ,ed

"»”s
=*- Hundreds o
men keep 
suspect's village-

stench of death and 
your nose. Welcome to „
and murder scene of jnd Rcpubbc 
guished Senator of ‘“ fRiwrs State, 
and an honourable son of£I 26 uhcn

Until Monday even ns7Ap^ riolent 
Wali met his ^^"r. he was one of

. ble publisher, on heanna j.jfi<.riaOS 
murder exclaimed wny^m 
kiU their best?" A death
Wall's tkwerre tribe tol ; - „.(«■
is the death of a tribe. »> tcIliBcnce 
ring to Wall's brilliance.
and patriotism. evening.'

Ever since that M°^>5aroe in P
thing has remainedI
Harcourt. Rivers a stand
days, the Garden Ci - blocked bv
still: some roads> complete^ “«nclud. protesting youths, prop oc.
ing ears, worth imfW£°> n 
strayed. Shops and markets Onlv
deserted. A few “ho°16in 
the stronghearted t"0"^”" 
Wall's Rumuigbo Village and even f 
neighbouring villages could have 
PeRumuigbo. Rumokuta. Rumeme and 

Apara. even parts of Rumola 
.ages in Port Harcourt and Ob.c 
Local Government Areas ue

by family members:
Wali came back from Abuja on Sun- 

kPor day. April 25. where he had gone to 
>rim- *makc a case for the creation of Port 

Harcourt State. Kinikanwa Owhondah. 
Acting Deputy General Manager oi 

Risonpalm Limited and family spokes­
man chose to call this trip "a National 
assignment.”

In the afternoon of Monday. April 26 
Wali went to Port Harcourt town where 
he held a meeting with Sunday

Port Harcourt stands still 
over the grisly murder of 
a distinguished senator.

like stones
of the bed. a Hvui ui on 
gradually sipping into 
beautiful

The big bed which 
his wife looked like where two 
elephants fought The matress was tom. 
One of the railings of the bed was bro­
ken.

Otherwise, everything in the bed 
room was intact A gold wristwatch, 
Citizen, which was worn just a few mi­
nutes before the grisly scene took 
place was still by the bedside. Three 
magazines. Neu-swatch. TSM and The 
News were equally by the bedside. At 
the left hand comer of the room stood 
eight beautiful walking sticks. The two 
table^in the room, one playing host to 
a 12-inch colour television and the 
other to tens of letters and invitation 
cards were untouched.

Before you enter the room a strong
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i Wais was butchered
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But that was the last time anybody 
would see Wali in one piece.

Just after packing his car in front of 
the house. Wali passed through his liv­
ing room downstairs, and climbed to his 
bedroom upstairs. He went in, not 
knowing that death was lurking in his 
bedroom, his sanctuary.

And so, Wali proceeded to remove, 
first, his Citizen wristwatch which he 
kept by the side of his bed. Second, 
he removed his shoes then his Riv­

ers State traditional white dress. But 
just as he tugged on the belt which 
held his trousers, violent hands 
pounced on him. Before he knew what 
happened, cutlasses and sharp knives 
were flying from left, right and centre, 
slashing him — to pieces.

While he dripped helplessly in his 
own blood, Wali seemed to have given 
his assailants a fight For example, one 
of the railings of Wali's bed was bro­
ken. The bedsheet on his bed was 
crumpled and soaked in blood, an indi­
cation that he must have given them a 
fight on the bed where he probably fell. 
Sources at the Military Hospital, Port 
Harcourt and some family members told 
TSM that his palms, fingers and hands 
were cut out, an indication that as he 
was fighting them, he was trying also 
to protect his head with his hands.

The protection clearly was ineffectual 
considering the state in which the as­
sailants left him. Wali’s head was cut 
to pieces. His brain sprewed all over 
the bed and splashed on the walls of 
the bedroom. His mouth was cut wide- 
open. In one sentence. Wali was butch­
ered as butchers would a cow.’ After 
the murder, the murderers left a part­
ing gift- They used Wali's shirt to wipe 
dean their knives and matchets.

The surprising thing was that as the 
blood cuddling murder was taking 
place, nobody allegedly heard Wali 
screams of pains, of agony. And no­
body saw anything. Not even his sec­
ond wife. Nnenna. who allegedly was 
in the house 20 minutes before the 
murder and who was incidentally the 
first to discover the husband's butch­
ered body, 20 minutes later.
On discovering her husband’s 

body, Nnenna allegedly didn’t scrcam 
in horror. Family sources alleged that 
she made three telephone calls from 
her husband's bedroom while the body 
stared at her. While nobody could re-

Woluchem. the that he
Harcourt In facl’* rtith Woluchem. 
was in Abuja toget Woluchem was

His meeting "■‘J1 and he drove 
over just before 6. Tht(,ateman. Mon- 
back to his house- T” ” storey butW’

through his gates at exa

veal to us the identity of those she 
phoned, Owhondah told TSM that 
Nnenna was the person who told her 
about Wali’s death. His words: "I saw 
Nnenna driving her car at about 6.30 
p.m. I told her that I had gone to the 
house to look for my brother but was 
told by the gateman that he was sleep­
ing. I didn’t want to disturb his sleep 
so I asked Nnenna to tell him I called. 
Thirty minutes later, I was surprised 
to see Nnenna in my house. She drove 
her car down and told me, "Your 
brother has been shot dead." I raced 
to the place and was surprised that 
there was no gun shot He was cut into 
pieces with matchets and cutlasses. 
We picked bits and pieces when the 
police came, tied them in his bedsheet, 
put inside the booth of his Mercedez 
Benz and took to Military Hospital 
Port Harcourt" Owhondah’s suspi­
cion. "The murderers must have been 
hiding inside his wardrobe waiting for 
him."

Andrew Uchendu, Managing Direc­
tor of Risonpalm and Glory Erne, Chief 
Executive of Pride and Hilton, a Port Har­
court based company, confirmed to 
TSM that they helped to pick the bits 
and pieces into the bedsheet At the 
military hospital, a source confirmed 
Wali’s state and told TSM, "It was a ter­
rible job. We had to sew him together. 
Nobody could wish his bitterest enemy 
that sort of death."

Wali’s murder immediately sparked 
off protests in the village. Thousands , 
of youths took to the streets destroy­
ing everything in sight and asking the 
police to find Wali’s murderers quick 
or....Taxi drivers who didn't give way 
quick had their cars smashed and 
completely grounded.

Already, accusing fingers are being 
pionted and speculations are rife. The 
most horrifying of the accusations 
and speculations is one which linked 
Wali’s wife, Nnenna. and a 
businessman who is also a politician 
and owns a road construction com­
pany. to the murder.

While nobody could tell TSM the 
whereabouts of the man, the facts on 
the ground were that the man is in 
trouble. Rampaging youths had burnt 
his road construction equipment 
worth millions of Naira. When TSM vis­
ited one of his sites at Rumokuta, road 
construction equipment like rollers.
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graders and pay loaders had been com­
pletely destroyed and set on fire. His 
company site along Port Harcourt Air­
port was, on Wednesday when we vis­
ited, being guarded by about 20 police­
men. His country home, less than two 
kilometers away from Obi Wali’s house 
was being guarded by two lorry loads 
of armed policemen. The house looked 
deserted. And so were the roads.

Taxi drivers, even Airport cars re­
fused to pass through the roads, charg­
ing as much as N300 from the airport 
to Wali’s house, a far cry from the N100 
being charged before now. The village 
of the alleged suspect is completed 
sealed off.

Nnenna suffered a worse fate. No­
body was able to tell us who fingered 
Nnenna out to the elders of the com­
munity but, the story making rounds 
in Port Harcourt alleges Nnenna com­
plicity. On Monday, Nnenna was 
summoned to the elder's meeting at 
the town hall. Before she could stand 
up to go and answer, she had been 
stripped naked and dragged from 
house to the hall. As she was being 
questioned by the elders, and being 
mobbed at, and booed by the hungry 
crowd, policemen weilding guns and 
tear-gas came to her rescue. She was 
subsequently arrested. Her Restau­
rant situated along the Port Harcourt 
— Qwerri road has been destroyed. 
Family sources allege that she confes­
sed to "knowing a lot about the crime."

confessed invo v™ said to have cordingtooursources
confessed: wnen v . big
Nnenna gave her some m
bag to give to U(°maX declared

re7SM was unable to reach Wall’s wife 
for comment as she was said to be 
under arrest. Rivers Start Police PRO. 
Agberebi Akpoebi however confirmed 
the story of the arrests but said inves- 
Ada-George....Our brother is dead__

tigations still going on. Already. 
„ hiCh powered investigating panel 
headed by an Assistant Commissioner 
of Police had been let loose to unravel 
the gruesome murder.

Nobody was able to tellTSM if Wall 
had any quarrels with anybody except 
that the man who they are allegedly 
suspecting has a court case with Wall 
and five others. We gathered that the 
man had sued Wall and five others to 
court alleging libel because according 
to our sources, during a recent cheli- 
taincy installation ceremony for Wall* 
Wali bad allegedly said that the man’s 
village Rumenc was part of Apara. 
Wall's own immediate village. The Im­
plication: The man is a stranger not 
entitled to a traditional title he is hold­
ing. Allegedly feeling humiliated, the 
man sued for N50 million.

Reactions to Wali’s murder have 
been those of shock and disbelief. A 
visibly shocked Rufus Ada-George, 
Governor of Rivers State, who led mem­
bers of his executive to pay a condo­
lence visit to Wali’s family on Wednes- I 
day. April 28 wrote in the condolence 
registered. ’’We have come to 
mourn our murdered brother.”

lyke Orji. Deputy Speaker of the Riv­
ers State House of Assembly called for 
a high level investigation, describing 
the murder as "most brutal and bes- 
tial.”

Wali was borp on February 27, 1932, 
at Rumuigbo. Obio-Akpor LGA, Rivers
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N the beginning, the press 
corps confused him with Onyeabor Obi 
and Offia Nwali. two men with whom he 
not only shared common names and 
party but above all, superior intcllcc- may be possible to upgrade it to th 

status of a Ministry because plannir, 
without reliable and firm same figure 
is worse than no planning at all.

Revenue Allocation. — I can hardh 
add to the criticisms of several Sena 
tors on the faulty Revenue Allocator 
Formula. A system which the Federa 
Government—to retain about 76 pc 
cent of the total revenue of thccountn 
while the 19 states of the Federatior. 
share only 22 per cent and over 30C 
Local Government Councils share just 
about 2 per cent cannot be sufficiently 
deplored. What we arc practising is,in 
fact, a unitary form of government in 
the guise of federalism. Any system 
which allows the Federal Government 
more than 40 per cent of the total re­
venue of the Federation must neces­
sarily be unjust and inequitable and 
can only lead to the squandermania 
and burcacratic irresponsibility which 
are so glaring in the present Budget

ft is sad that the Presidency in its 
official memorandum to the Okigbo 
Commission on Revenue Allocation 
fought shy of the fundamental princi­
ple of derivation in Revende Alloca 
tion. The derivative principle is much 
more than a mere concession to com 
munities or States from where revenue 
sources such as minerals and agricul 
tural products derive. The whole 
theory of federalism is built around 
this concept itself. There can be n 
political autonomy for my unit in a Fed 
era! system when its control of then 
venue sources within its territory is 
made impossible by obnoxious and dis­
criminatory’ laws such as the Minerals 
Ordinance which found itself in our 
Statue Books when Nigeria was a colo­
nial unitary State, and has persisted 
to the present day. The country must 
face up to the challenge by haring a 
hard look at the various laws of our 
Federation which tamper with the 
rights of units of the Federation to 
their mineral resources by purporting 
to vest such rights on the Federal Gov-

If we are to make any progress. Mr 
President, it means that the Ministry 
of National Planning is to be 
thoroughly overhauled and serious 
thought should be given to the status 
of the Federal Office of Statistics. I

SENATOR OBI WALI: Mr. Presi­
dent. Sir. may I join my other col­
leagues in stating the fact that we now 
have a budget proposal by a civilian 
administration after nearly a decade 
and half of military rule and Section 1 
(2) of our Constitution remains as the 
only means of succeeding to power in 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Perhaps, one of the greatest 
wicknesses of the President’s Budget 
is the absence of firm and exact statis­
tics. We are dealing with figures which 
are sometimes not real, sometimes 
completely non-existent This weak­
ness in statistical data has become a 
central disease of our country and no 
scientifically’ planned economy can be 
based on false premises and unreliable 
data. During the last Federal Elections, 
for instance, the country’ that is sup 
posed of have a population of 80.000.000 
in 1973 has a voting population of less 
than 50.000.000 registered voters, the 
highest number of voters which was 
recorded during the election for the 
Presidency, when a total of 16.000.000 
voted, was described as 32 per cent of 
the registered voters, and the general 
conclusion was voter apathy’.

I am satisfied that we are involved in 
a tragic game with numbers in this 
country’. The actual voting figure of 
15.000,000. the registered 50,000,000 
voters and the purported population of 
80,000,000 have no real or credible re­
lationship and. therefore, of no real 
value for the central issue of a planned 
economy’. This statistical deficiency 
arises in the Budget itself. In both the 
Revenue and Expenditure Heads, there 
are no actuals for the 1978 - 79 Finan­
cial Year which is a thorough standard 
and so one is completely at a loss in 
making any real meaning of all sorts 
of fundamental question in the budget 
proposals. This is my first experience 
in seeing an establishment, called a 
government, ask for the disbursement 
of nearly N12 billion without compara­
tive figures of what has been spent on

like David Dafinone. men like Girty. 
Lawan and a few others, one had t; 
look deep, one had to rid the earsq 
the confusing din of mediocrity to fijg 
the gem in the house.

Unlike some of his colleagues wfc 
heckled to be heard always. Wg 

preferred measured and well calc; 
lated exposure. He spoke sparing 
and when he did. his ideas shot- 
through and his words left impact!; 
and lasting impressions. Compaq 
lively, he was of a quiet and serion 
disposition, not the back-slappic;
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the various items in a financial vear 
within a second re move of the ProP°s; 
als before a legislature. I would 
suggest. Mr. President. Str. that the. e 
figures be submitted to the National 
Assembly at the Committee Stage if we 
are to make anv meaning of the Budget

In a recent Central Bank Memoran­
dum on Monetary and Fiscal Policy for 
I9S0. this absence of reliable statistic 
was decried and I quote.-The Central Bank experienced in 
1979. as in previous years, very serious 
problems in collecting the necessary 
data from Ministries and other agen 
cies of governmentFor example (a) the lattest Monthly 
Treasury Returns prepared by the 
Accountant General of the Federation 
available to the Bank is for November
1978 — a lag of thirteen months. In 
effect there is no available information 
on Federal Government Finances for 
any’ month in the current financial year
1979 80.
(b) Similar returns in respect of most 
State Governments are in arrears of 
more than two years.
(c) The latest available statistics from 
the Federal Office of Statistics arc for 
January’ 1979 while the latest pub 
lished issue of Nigeria’s Trade Sum 
mary by the same office is for June 
1977.
(d) The development banks either ig­
nore the Central Bank’s request for 
data or send them after a considerable 
lag of time.
(e) Insurance Companies also con­
tinue to fail to supply the required in­
formation provided for in the Monetary 
Policy Guidelines despite attempts to 
enlist the co-operation of the Director 
of Insurance.

Walltual depth. Physically, he was not 
among the most outstanding of his 
peers. But buried within his dimuni- 
tiveand rather unhandsomely package 
was perhaps one of the finest brains 
the 2nd Republic Senate ever saw.

Senator Obi Wall: (NPP) was a refer- 
■ ence point for any serious observer of 
tliat Senate. But for men like him. men
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ganised by the frequent failures of the J 
utility bosses who live right in the ’ 
hearts of Port Harcourt and are not ac­
cessible to these villagers. 1 am not ad­
vocating, Mr. President, that rural com­
munities should be pushed aside and 
forgotten, but what I am saying is that 
apart from roads and other forms of 
accessibility, the rural communities 
are well organised and contended with 
their chiefs and village heads and all 

[ sorts of persons styled traditional rul­
ers. The Budget spends so much 
energy on rural problems and Integra- j 
tion and does not grapple sufficiently 
with the real challenges posed by 
Nigeria's growing urban communities.

Oil Energy and Industrialisation.— 
This whole problem of the urban areas 
brings me to the question of energy 
and industrialisation compared with 
the basic question of agriculture. We 
are almost driven into a state of panic 
by the cliche that we must invest the 
oil money in Agriculture. 1 have no­
thing against Agriculture or making 
the nation self-sufficient in feeding it­
self. But certainly the priority being 
given to agriculture over industrialisa­
tion of Nigeria seer- -
pare, for instance, the detailed atten-
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decisions were not always based on 
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N die beginning, the press 
corps confused him with OnveaborObi 
and Offia Nwali. two men with whom he 
not only shared common names and 
party but above all. superior inteller-

If we are to make any progress. Mr. 
President, it means that the Ministry 
of National Planning is to be 
thoroughly overhauled and serious 
thought should be given to the status 
of the Federal Office of Statistics. I

Obi Wall
tual depth. Physically, he was not 
among the most outstanding of his 
peers. But buried within his dimuni- 
tive and rather unhandsomely package 
was perhaps one of the finest brains 
the 2nd Republic Senate ever saw.

like David Dafinonc. men like Gir^ 
Lauan and a few others, one hu 
look deep, one had to rid the can 
.he confusing din of mediocrity tot 
U,e gem it' 'hc housc'

Unlike some of his colleagues 
heckled to be heard always, S' 

preferred measured and well calc 
t iled exposure. He spoke sparing 
and when he did. his ideas sho 
through and his words left impact! 

and lasting impressions. Cotnpj: 
th-ely. he was of a quiet and sent: 
disposition, not the back-slapp-

SENATOR OBI WAJLI: Mr. Presi­
dent. Sir, may I join my other col­
leagues in stating the fact that we now 
have a budget proposal by a civilian 
administration after nearly a decade 
and half of military rule and Section 1 
(2) of our Constitution remains as the 
only means of succeeding to power in 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Perhaps, one of the greatest 
wicknesses of the President’s Budget 
is the absence of firm and exact statis­
tics. We are dealing with figures which 
are sometimes not real, sometimes 
completely non-existent This weak­
ness in statistical data has become a 
central disease of our country and no 
scientifically planned economy can be 
based on false premises and unreliable 
data. During the last Federal Elections, 
for instance, the country that is sup 
posed of have a population of 80.000.000 
in 1973 has a voting population of less 
than 50,000.000 registered voters, the 
highest number of voters which was 
recorded during the election for the 
Presidency, when a total of 16.000.000 
voted, was described as 32 per cent of 
the registered voters, and the general 
conclusion was voter apathy.

I am satisfied that we are involved in 
a tragic game with numbers in this 
country'. The actual voting figure of 
15.000.000. the registered 50,000.000 
voters and the purported population of 
80,000,000 have no real or credible re­
lationship and. therefore, of no real 
value for the central issue of a planned 
economy. This statistical deficiency’ 
arises in the Budget itself. In both the 
Revenue and Expenditure Heads, there 
are no actuals for the 1978 - 79 Finan­
cial Year which is a thorough standard 
and so one is completely at a loss in 
making any real meaning of all sorts 
of fundamental question in the budget 
proposals. This is my first experience 
in seeing an establishment, called a < 
government, ask for the disbursement 1 
of nearly N12 billion without compara- 1 
tive figures of what has been spent on <

the various items in a financial year 
within a second re move of the propos­
als before a legislature 1 would humbly 
suggest. Mr. President. Sir. that these 
figures be submitted to the National 
Assembly at the Committee Stage if we 
are to make any meaning of the Budget.

In a recent Central Bank Memoran­
dum on Monetary and Fiscal Policy for 
1980. this absence of reliable statistic 
was decried and I quote:

The Central Bank experienced in 
1979, as in previous years, very serious 
problems in collecting the necessary 
data from Ministries and other agen­
cies of government.

For example (a) the lattest Monthly 
Treasury Returns prepared by the 
Accountant General of the Federation 
available to the Bank is for November
1978 — a lag of thirteen months. In 
effect there is no available information 
on Federal Government Finances for 
any month in the current financial year
1979 80.
(b) Similar returns in respect of most 
State Governments are in arrears of 
more than two years.
(c) The latest available statistics from 
the Federal Office of Statistics are for 
January’ 1979 while the latest pub 
lished issue of Nigeria’s Trade Sum 
man’ by the same office is for June 
1977.
(d) The development banks either ig­
nore the Central Bank's request for 
data or send them after a considerable 
lag of time.
(e) Insurance Companies also con­
tinue to fail to supply the required in­
formation provided for in the Monetary 
Policy Guidelines despite attempts to 
enlist the co-operation of the Director 
of Insurance.

may be possible to upgrade it to U 
status of a Ministry because planer 
without reliable and firm samefifiun 
is worse than no planning at all.

Revenue Allocation. — I can hart! 
add to the criticisms of several Set; 
tors on the faulty Revenue Allocau 
Formula. A system which the Feder. 
Government—to retain about 76 p 
cent of the total revenue of the count-, 
while the 19 states of the Federal; 
share only 22 per cent and over 3?! 
Local Government Councils share jiff 
about 2 per cent cannot be sufficient1 
deplored. What we arc practising is.E 
fact, a unitary form of governmentr 
the guise of federalism. Any syster 
which allows the Federal Govemmen'. 
more than 40 per cent of the total rt 
venue of the Federation must neces 
sarily be unjust and inequitable and 
can only lead to the squandermanu 
and bureacratic irresponsibility which 
are so glaring in the present Budfiet

It is sad that the Presidency in 
official memorandum to the Okifit*’ 
Commission on Revenue Allocation 
fought shy of the fundamental prfoci 
pie of derivation in Revcniic Alloc* 
tion. The derivative principle is mud 
more than a mere concession to con 
munities or States from where revetu* 
sources such as minerals and agritd 
tural products derive. The wh<’’ 
theory of federalism is built arouu- 
this concept itself. There can be r 
political autonomy for my unit in a Ft- 
cral system when its control of the rt 
venue sources within its territory t- 
made impossible by obnoxious and dis 
criminatory laws such as the Minerals 
Ordinance which found itself in out 
Statue Books when Nigeria was a colo­
nial unitary’ State, and has persisted 
to the present day. The country must 
face up to the challenge by haring a 
hard look at the various laws of our 
Federation which tamper with the 
rights of units of the Federation to 
their mineral resources by purporting 
to vest such rights on the Federal Gov
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Senator Obi Wall: 1NPP) was a refer- 
■ cncc point for any serious observer o 
that Senate. But for men like him. men
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hand-pumping, loud-cracking legis­
lator who insisted on dominating his 
environment through noise and flam- 
boyancc.

Obi Wali was more of a behind the 
scene operator — and although he was 
of the NPP, a minority party, his col­
leagues of the NPN and UPN respected 
his views and often saw him as a reli­
able reference point in his party 
caucus.
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"css. their inabint
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hearts of Port H "ve ri„h .°rtbe 
cessible to thes* co"rt and ar *" tbe 
vocating,Mr. Prcesy‘,laRers., not ac- 
•nunities shouid bt>‘nt- ‘hat^ra"? ad- 
lorgotten. but wha?\P"shcd aside '
apart from roads ' am saying is

their chiefs _ 
sorts of persoi 
ers. The
energy on ruraFn. . '"-“"s So _

almost driven iml agriculti h

boUiw to contribute. B«i

there and as in the beginning he would 
continue to make his occasional visits 
to the podium. And when he did, his 
ideas shone through. His words stung 
and left indelible marks.

Wali was slaughtered in his bed-- 
room last week and his brain sputtered 
on the floor of his carpet But his words 
asTe^'i^ 
of his contribution on the budget bate of May 8, 1980. g de‘

men in Sena‘c^r^^T"

ln±bUt.?Cr^heSs °0f S-"frSeeadSo°nn 
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“I approved soon after my assump­
tion of office the purchase and distri­
bution to farmers of certain essential 
!nputs and equipment including trac­
tors. fishing trailers, livestock feeds 
and improved seeds. This Administra­
tion has also completed a review of the 
Agricultural Credit Guarantee 
ocncme. In the coming fiscal year, we 
will pursue a number of agricultural 
Programmes in order to achieve the 
aims and objectives of the Green Rev- 
0™^°"- To this end, a massive cam­
paign will be launched throughout the 
country to boost the production ol 
seeds and grains, to be supported 
"e provision of large quantities of 

ing 1i?1iLn?HUtS-’ and organised market- 
g- It is the intention of the Federal 
ovenment also to attend to other 

complementary projects, such as land 
and inteT-T ,^°ntrO1 of soil erosion, rural 

,. other r - that oft g dif Pr1°ieCtS'themodernisation 
organ! hc rural col Orms Of velo^m .7 nshlng methods the de­
licti an<1 '-on e‘"]Unit'es Ue°P ,ent °f grazing reserves, the set-
■Cfs and vinage ,, nde<l with Uement of nomadic herdsmen i 
persons sty,^^ads and * pou.try production

so”*™-

and that WiU1 the sloven
tries :Pha2ard desciaPtion of Indus- 
handbookPage.u17 °f the President s 
where h/m," Budget’ you will see 
exercise a P SayS As Part of the 
and imnl' natlonal industrial policy 
arricuX7^“°" Strategy are being 
— lated. Already, it has been de- 

t emphasis should hence- 
-e the establishment of 

" and medium-size indus- 
which substantial financial 

7 „ e g,Ven by the Nigerian 
the Nigeeria°BaTnL?a„nk (NIDB) 
Industry (NBCI) 
benefit from the 
r1. Estimates. This shift in

eminent Allocation of revenue by deri­
vation docs not mean greed, or selfish­
ness. or chauvinism. It is a political 
right and an endownment of freedom. 
It will enable the component units of 
the Federation to be autonomous in 
the management of their wealth or 
their economic insufficiencies and 
without the opportunity to develop 
this management ability, no commu­
nity can attain political maturity or any 
appreciable level of higher civilization.

Urban Problems—Mr ’ President. 1 
suspect we have misled ourselves and 
misdirected our planning into believ­
ing that there are rural problems in 
Nigeria. I am sorry, because I represent 
an urban area. The real dilemma facing 
us is what to do with our ugly and over­
crowded cities which are merely a col­
lection of slum areas. While we are 
familiar with the organisation of our 
rural areas, the whole question of ur­
banisation of our rural areas, the 
whole question of urbanisation is a 
new conception in the structure of 
traditional African communities. 
Some of these communities have been 
mobile communities. When we talk of 
the Ministry of Housing and Environ­
ment. we are reaMy concerned with 
urban housing and urban environ­
ment. What do we do with Lagos. Port 
Harcourt. Ibadan. Aba. Onitsha. 
Kaduna. Makurdi. Kano. Ile-Ife, 
Abeokuta. Calabar. Jos. etc.? If these 
places have become inevitable 
realities, how do we cope with their es­
sential but inadequate infrastructure 
and facilities, utilities which are insuf­
ficient or non-existent? What of the 
sewage system, the floods and non­
drainage of Lagos city? These are the 
problems facing Nigeria.

I live in a small village at the out­
skirts of the city of Port Harcourt A 
couple of years ago, light and pipe- 
bome water were extended to this 
small village. The people put aside 
their lanterns and closed up their 
water wells. Their simple, straight for­
ward life has ever since been disor-
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elected into the L__
ship and assemblies and the 
Assembly. So they wanted to Know .. - 
meant that I was wiser than the voters 
and if by saying off. I was going to make 
the transition programme less defec­
tive.Secondly and very importantly. I 
have watched with certain disatisfac­
tion the modus operand! of the left and 
Human Rights groups in the country'. 
I feel that progressive organisations 
and individuals who have genuine 
programmes must rfainimally inter- 
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-• and multi-party 
need to mobilise
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tional conference and multi-party this generation ..i wasted generat 
democracy. You need to mobilise I see alot of hope in those under 
people for popular democracy. years of age it they are able or prena

This doctrine of minimal tntreventfon to combine theoretical cquipmcn[a
participation seems to suggest that the left minimal participa ion in politics nt 
has not got its approaches to mobilisation. and I can mcntic ; names.

I have thought about that for a long Go ahea.
. r Claude Ake at the level of undo

standing and analysis of politica] 
nomy of Africa, the theoretical eouir- 
mentandactmsmofAttahiruJega the 
courage and ideological clarity of fa 
tus lyayi. I can go on but hese are soot 
of the people who stand out Thwart 
clear, principled, committed and'reh

one/. OMEBODY
Chjn emarked that the name sounds 
is a N-Se &Ut 1116 truth is 0131 Yima Scn 
strx i ?enan- He is of the Tiv speaking s,°<* in Benue State.
notUt c°ntroversy about Yima does 
the S.tart and end with his name and 
nani tr °f ori6in suggested by that

e’ The controversy about him also 
CJ«ends to his politics.

He has a committment to revolutio- 
arJ transformation of the Nigerian crt- 
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ocialist order or at least populai and 

representative democracy. Hence he is
Member, of the Campaign for Democ- 

raccy (CD).
Hut at the same time he is also a 

Professional politician. Actually, he 
u as an option A4 presidential aspirant 
yp to the Local Government level. Yima 
18 thus referred in left circles as some 
Political hermaphrodite suggesting 
Posession of leftist and rightist 
ideologiess.

In defence of himself. Yima has 
churned out a thesis. The thesis is the 
subject of this interview held in his Jos 
house where TSM also met his highly 
educated wife, Loma Sen.

Now. why did you go into the race. (CD) 
of which you are a prime mover has rejected 
this transition programme.

I believe that this country’ must 
develop political leadership whether in 
peace or whether we are going to civil i 
War. There are people who have a cor­
rect analysis of the problem and have 
devised appropriate programms. Such 
people need to speak out Nobody says 
the transition programme provides a 
solution to the crisis in Nigeria now. I 
personally do not believe it can help 
but it does not help either to be with­
drawn.

When I was approached initially. I 
said I had no confidence. Then those 
who came here said I had been saying 
that but it did not prevent people being
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also 
of im-

ablc.
So. not being able to intervene is their 

problem, from your analysis.
Fine. That’s why I talk of combina­

tion. When the intellectual develops 
political skills of mobilising, then we 
see a brighter political future. The 
reason for this bleak future is that 
these people have not been involved. I 
have attempted to equip myself 
theoretically while also being in prac­
tice with lots of defects and problems 
by way of self criticism.

For example.
I had to take positions sometimes 

not understood. And these were deci­
sions that had consequences. The con­
sequence, for me, is that I have been 
learning alot, a little bit more than 
other people in the left who have not 
been involved. My experience in the 
Middle Belt Forum brought me face to 
face with the national question in a 
way no other left may have been. Left 
interpretation of the national question 
is that it is sectional or regionalistic 
but my experience shows that the left 
Should analyse it more critically. It 
does exist My little reading of marxism 
shows the national question is an in- 
tergral part of the struggle and in fact 
of all the revolutions we had in history 
none has been purely based on class 
/ ideological configuration of society. 
What happened is, we have had class 
but acting together with other micro 
ideologies like nationalism, religion 
and sometimes gender.

In December 1983 at a conference In 
Zaria. the late Aper Aku declared that ethnic 
consciousness was more likely to be stum­
bled upon before ideological conscious­
ness if you scratched the skin of even Mar­
xist gurus. You were his special Adviser on 
Information. Did you write that speech?

No. 1 did not That was a statement 
made to defend ethnic nationalism. I 
am only saying that nationalism 
ethnicity, religion and gender need to 
be addressed by the left People in the 
left need to expose these elements 
within the context of political struggle. 
They •need to apply their theoretical 
equipment to peculiar problems of this 
country. For example, a concept like 
Pan - Africanism. To the European left 
this is a useless concept but it should 
be crucial to the African left

There is this fear that the system can and 
does consume leftists who get into it and 
k best to stay off it.

That’s a negation of marxist theory. 
If you are afraid that extrapolation or 
elaboration of marxist theory for the 
purpose of change, and its tactical im­
plications for struggle, will com­
promise a comrade, that's not fine. 
Fedel Castro and Che Guevera extrapo­

lated; the dependency scholars 
applied marxism to the crisis 
perialism in Latin America.

Eastern Europeans have done alot 
of damage to marxism through 
Stalinism because a system which 
preached democracy was being used 
to install system that were being op­
pressive. If we are to benefit from mar­
xism, we must apply it as African 
people of the Southern hemisphere. 
Nkrumah did something of that kind.

Socialism in Eastern Europe was sup­
posed to be a transition period. And the 
imperfections you are talking about were 
supposed to be the contradictions of 
capitalism which socialism in the transition 
phase was supposed to be resolving.
The phase, that transition phase was 
too long alot of abuses were being co­
vered up. Why is it that we don’t have 
such abuses in Cuba? The Cuban ex­
perience from the perspective of third 
world has worked. Whatever defects 
built into the system have been cor­
rected internally, from within. Con­
trary to the Cuban experience, we have 
seen in the former Soviet Union too, 
defective situation i.e. within marxism 
- Leninism which led to crippling of 
the economy. And when a reformists 
started to introduce changes as exhi­

bited by Gorbachev, they took the 
wrong measures - trying to apply 
capitalist principles to socialism. So 
we conclude that Eastern European 
socialism has donc/re“ d“.ma®e' , 

Could this have to do with the stage of 
development at which the revolutions took 
P’lf you go to marxist orthodoxy, the 
first revolution should have taken 
place in the West. The 1917 revolution 
in the Soviet Union was anomalous. 
Nevertheless, it became an important 
event in world history, a source of in­
spiration to other people trying to 
build a society in which harmony be­
tween the inhabitants is systemati­
cally guaranteed. But perhaps, we have 
failed to learn hard lessons from the 
even and its aftermath.

What has been the response of the left 
to this perspective of yours? I mean the 
Idea of minimal Intervention.

It’s an unfolding debate, practice will 
decide a winner, winner in the political 
sense of that word and context, not the 
grammatical sense.

Your doctoral thesis had something to do 
with demonstrating the efficacy of 
Nkrumalsm as a sort of continental ideology 
for Africa. Did you work something out?

I am more convinced about Pan-Af­
ricanism than before, given especially 
the performance of European lefts on 
the issue. '

Where does the problem He.
If you attend an African Development 

Bank conference today, their 
economists will be arguing that the 
fate of the continent would have been 
averted if there had been some form of 
African alliance. That would have ena­
bled Africa to resist the pressures from 
imperialism. I was in Abuja where the 
ECA had its conference and I have 
monitored developments thereafter. I 
was a worker in the United Nations 
System and I had access to the debates 
between ECA, ADB and so on. It has 
become clearer to me how Pan-Af­
ricanism could be effective at the level 
of socio-cultural, economic and politi­
cal framework for development and re­
lationship with the West The spirit of 
Pan-Africanism must be pursued, it’s 
sheer intellectual laziness when 
people say it is not possible.

Why was the Middle Belt Forum banned? 
you were Its Secretary.

It was openly accused of inciting 
other sub nationalities. It was seen as 
magnifying the national question

Who was seeing It that way?
The Nigerian State and the ruling class 
that is the caliphate faction, the semi 
- feudal bourgeois faction of the ruling 
class which resides mainly in the 
north.
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most touchy issue which era 
orompted the call for strike wasp* 
ernment adamance to maintain thepr 
disparity between the academic std 
and their non-academic counterparts

The seed of the current stand-ofibt 
tween members f the academic coo 
munity and the government was sort 
on September 3 last year. A prolonge, 
industrial action embarked upon b 
the banned ASUU which paralyse: 
academic activities in all the nation* 
university campuses last year forced 
government to enter into negotiations 
with the embittered teachers. Th?

- —*»» is once again ^-iu The thick cloud of uncertainty that 
been hovering over the nation’s ivoi 
towers for the past twelve months i 
far from clearing up. Instead, the 
situation may be compounded next 
month if threats by the proscribed 
Academic Staff Union of Universities 
(ASUU) to call its members nation-wide 
to resume the suspended industrial 
action come May 3 is not nipped in the 
bud.

At the-meeting held in Calabar, the 
Cress River State capital, on Saturday. 
April 3 and attended by representa­
tives of academic staff from all the 
thirty-two universities to thrash out 
notty issues with the Federal Govern­
ment over the implementation of the 
September 1992 agreement betwet 
the two parties, it was unanimously r 
solved that lecturers should down 
tools if by May 3 government refused 
to honour all aspects of the agreement 
entered into with the university 
teachers.

Kayode Familoni, a doctor and out­
spoken head of department of 

I Economics. University of Lagos, told 
TSM that the meeting agreed on a 
boycott of lectures by that date unless 
government honoured the agreement 
in its entirety. He however hinted that ; 
the lecturers were least interested in . 
embarking on the proposed strike, but 
saw it as last weapon to make govern­
ment see reason in honouring all the 
terms of the agreement.

The Calabar meeting which follou’ed 
on the heel of the expiry of a one month 
ultimatum handed down to govern 
ment by the lecturers was convened 
after each university had conducted a 
referendum on April 1 to determine 
whether the lecturers should embark 
on strike if government continued to I

university
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Ben Nwabueze...a new

has not led to a caste system in our I 
hospitals or in the other countries I 
where it is practised. Parity is only sen- I 
sible. reasonable and justifiable if it is 
not based on a comparism of apples 
and oranges (nature of job done by the 
teaching and non-teaching staff).”

Everyone is in a fix. If government de­
cides to honour ASUU agreement, 
NASU has vowed to down tools and al­
ready the holiday weary students have 
had their academic programme com­
pletely disrupted. Nwabueze has also 
maintained that if the lecturers go on 
strike, the relevant provisions of the 
Trade Dispute Act of 1977 which em­
phasise stoppage of salary dhring 
strike would be enforced. Again, all 
universities would be closed down.

A source hinted our repr'- 
govemment carries out its

staff

negotiation culminated into the Sep­
tember 3 agreement which achieved, 
inter alia., improved condition of ser­
vice, increased funding of the univer­
sity system, and academic freedom 
and autonomy. The aspect on improved 
condition of service was resolved with 
the creation of a separate salary struc­
ture called University Academic Salary 
Scale (UASS), for members of the 
academia while their non-teaching col­
leagues, Non-Academic Staff Union 
(NASU) were to continued with the 
Elongated University salary Scale 
(EUSS).
Apart from this pay disparity, ASUU 
members were to enjoy more gener­
ous non-salaricd allowance that were 
not approved for NASU members.

The implementation of the disparity 
in salary* system received cold wel­
come frorp NASU which told govern­
ment that such act amounted to offi­
cial creation of a caste system within 
the university environment NASU 
moved a step further by calling a trade 
dispute with government until a pay 
parity was restored. The imbroglio 
snow balled into a nation-wide indus­
trial action which again set the univer­
sities on edge. It was not until March 
15 that, the government acceded to 
the NASU demands by restoring the 
parity salary scale. However, their 
academic counterparts were still bet­
ter off in the area of allowances.

By conceding to NASU's demand, 
government temporarily restored calm 
into the restive campuses. It (govern­
ment) on the other hand unilaterally 
broke the agreement it entered into 
with the academic staff. It is the disre­
gard for this agreement that is the crux 
of the current impasse. For two days. 
February 16 and 24, representatives of 
the academic staff met with Ben 
Nwabuezc, a Professor and Secretary 
for Education and Youth Development, 
to resolve the logjam. The meeting 
however ended in a stalemate as the 
Secretary declared government inten­
sion to jettision the UASS and revert 
academic staff back to the New EUSS 
to meet the demand of NASU and 
Senior Staff Association of Univer­
sities, Teaching Hospital, Research In­
stitutes and Allied Institutions 
(SSAUTHRIAI) for parity.

Nwabueze went further by saying 
that government was not obliged to 
honour the agreement The Secretary 
said that government’s commitment to 
honour the September agreement de­
pended on whether overiding public 
interest or other compelling cir­
cumstances did not make it impractic­
able or inexpedient to do so. "Not all 
obligations, whether created by agree- sities

challenge
ment or other engagement or arising 
,rom other transactions or relation 
ships are of a binding nature." the Sec­
retary* maintained, adding “it js only 
so long as the observance of the stipu­
lation of the agreement does not con­
flict with or imperil government’s re­
sponsibility to govern." The professor 
of constitutional law added that the ag­
reement was an "imperfect obligation" 
which can not be enforced bv an act of 
law. The lecturers were irked by the 
government postering and vowed to 
make sure the terms of the agreement 
were honoured in toto. Familoni told 
TSM that since the agreement was not 
sign in a court of law and by a judge, 
the question of imperfect obligation 
does not arise.

In a paid advert signed by their 
former president. Attahiru Jega. a doc­
tor the lecturers premised the need 
for pay disparity on four grounds viz: 
the need to check brain drain; as being 
in conformity with government s pol­
icy of a de regulated collective bargain 
ing process; as being the practice 
worldwide; and in line with separate 
salary scales already operating in 
Nigeria such as in hospitals and air-

® The last point germane. In gov- 
WaVment hospitals, medical doctors. 
statt nurses and medical technologists 
stall nu t salary scales; so also 
arePa,i™ays where pilots, engineers.

in -L arid hostesses are paid 
technicians "alao, scaie. 
discriminatory further said that the

The state obUged to defend the 
lecturers w ding -the existence of 
agreements. scales jn the univer- 
^.P^rnot^reat^ caste system. !t

iporter that if 
____ —. its threat to 

stop payment of staff salaries and 
close down the campuses, many lec­
turers would resign. In a veil statement 
to confirm this. Jega reminded govern­
ment of the Ghana experience. "When 
Rawlings closed down universities to 
satisfy the bidding of IMF and World 
Bank, about 90 percent of Ghanaian 
academic left the country. Years later 
Rawlings' government had to offer 
special salary package far more than 
initially requested. The tragedy is that 
the negative consequences of that 
rushed closure will last for genera­
tions. Is that the credential this goy. 
ernment wants.” Jega wondered.

How Nwabueze meanders through 
the labyrinth of problems and restore 
the elusive sanity into the ivory towers 
remains to be seen.


