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Alex Akinyele....Executive 
chairman ofrtsc
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COVER: Politics, Nigerian politics, hasd a 
peculiar definition. The way we go.about it has 
a telling on the stuff we are made of. And as 
the national congress of the two political par* 
ties doses in, dirty elements of the much hated 
Second Republic politics are being exhumed. 
Issues and ideas on how to salvage a famishing 
nation are being put in the cooler while key 
presidential aspifants go for the gutter lan­
guage to smear their opponents. Moshood 
Abiola and Baba Gana Kingibe, notable pres­
idential aspirants from the SDP, desperate to 
lead their party, are on a fight-to-finish war of 
words that may mar the party’s national con­
vention.

It is no longer news that 
the Ejeh of Ankpa has been 
relieved of his post. 
Abubakar Audu exclusively 
bares his mind to 
TSM on why he
Deposed the Ejeh ooooooo.

-HeP55®3

The 1988 Koko toxic waste saga is back again. 
Nigeria is abuzz with signals that our shores 
are being turned to waste dump sites. TSM 
brings you a plethora of efforts to deposit the 
dangerous products while government agen­
cies turn on blind

O Alex Akinyele knows he 
is the authentic Executive 
Chairman of the NSC. 
But there is another 
"chairman" quietly 
taking over his job.
He is Obodo, the Chairman 
of the Stadium Area 
Boys, OMiatoooiooM!

------- -

I) The war of nerves betwet 
the Israelis and the 
Palestinians has been 
shifted to Nigeria. A 
couple of weeks ago the 
Israeli Ambassador to 
Nigeria, Moshe Gilboa, 
granted an interview 
to TSM where 
the Palestinian question 
come up for mention. 
In this edition, his 
Palestinian counterpart, 
Samir Baker reacts alleging 
misconceptions and 
distortions of history 
facts. -----------

The stage of adolescent 
i» crucial in the life 
of anyone. How parents 
handle their children 
during this period 
determines to some 
extent their future life 
TSM gives you a recipe 
on our behaviour towards 
The adolescent. ,oo#„8
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Balancing the RIation 
-3B says he is balancing the Nation.

-----  ' ' ) states. He

KlLLING Lek wot and others will

Give FORUM a chance 
The misuse of the media is most un­
fortunate — the make the press ham­
mered Forum. Why must the press al­
ways celebrate the downfall of indi­
viduals and organizations? Does the 
Press hate success?

Forum is a financial house as such, 
it is bound to have problems in these 
times of harsh economic realities. 
Even the Central Bank (CBN) and the 
government are all having problems. 
Why over-celebrated the problems of 
another financial company which has 
contributed to the development of our 
society in one way or the other? Give 
Forum a chance.

to education the present general 
generation of Nigerian intellectu­
als by any world standard will not 
be wasted one.

Abiola ohmiM piray
VIZHO is the best among the presidential 
aspirants. There is no gainsaying that the 
Aare Ona Kakanfo of Yonibaland is the 
only competent candidate who can 
save us from abject poverty ifvoted in.

For him to achieve his aim he has to 
pray very well. A lot of people, his 
enemies, arc trying heaven and earth 
to knock him out of the race.

Alli Sirajo as “history” 
"W HATEVER ’-the arrogance and al- 

leged high-handedness of Mallam Ali 
Sirajo, the bad advisers around Presi­
dent Babangida whom he aptly de- 

convw/rt*l<tVS scribed as "The Powerful Military/Civi- 
le onr. lian Pressure Caucus" from their Evil,

agenda of imposing Military Dictator­
ship on Nigerians “till the year 2,000" 
guarantee for him a most important 
place in Nigeria’s history. I indeed 
share the view that Sirajo is "HIS­
TORY" as far as IBB administration is 
concerned. Sirajo's fearlessness, 
neutralizing the evil designs of a power 
caucus who wanted to take Nigerians 
for a ride deserve the salute of all sin­
cere Nigerians.

Let our Politicians remember at all 
times that there is a power caucus de­
termined to manipulate and confuse 
the President to refuse to handover 
power in 1993.

We want to hear more from Sirajo and 
will like to know why he will wait until 
five years before writing his "historical 
legacy." Students of Journalism and 
New breed members of our profession 
are anxious to learn of the history of 
the battle in the NUJ.

catalyse chain reactions leading to 
the total disintegration of this 
country.

The Katafs must not see the 
judgement of Justice Okadigbo as 
that the Ibos are against for Jus­
tice Okadigbo is a stooge.

Justice Okadigbo is now a dis­
grace to the l£gal profession for 
carrying out jungle justice.

The verdict has brought into 
sharper focus the stand of govern­
ment in this country as regards re­
ligious riots. Since the history of 
riots in the Northern part of this 
country, how many Alhaji s have 
we heard were tried, con,”"‘- J 2
sentenced even to the one minute 
imprisonment? We know those be­
hind Bauchi, Kano, Yola, Kafan- 
chan, Zaria, Katsina and Funtua 
riots but how many of them were 
arrested and charged? Govern­
ment must declared its stand of 
not being biased unless it is ready 
to go down in history as the gov­
ernment that engineered and exe­
cuted the disintegratioin of this 
country.

Presidential 
not be an 
tion for C"2 ------- , mv-uil<iicu, — uy creating ou states, ne
courageous, patient and patriotic should also balance the nation by ap- 
citizen. Ethmnih, —u , no^ on|y HausasandYorubas

to key political posts thereby giving 
them undue political advantage over 
others to jump the gun before the 
race for leadership of Nigeria actually 
starts! IBB, tiy and appoint Ibos into 

the key pohhcal posts to balance the na­
tion properly. Ibos spearheaded the 
procurement of independence for 
Nigeria on a platter of gold, without 
which today you and I cannot have the

should 
a posi-

Oibnoha for AbioRa 
We need someone with interna 
tional credibility as our nation 
cannot survive in isolation. Nigeria 
does not only need economic re­
vamp but spiritual and educa­
tional. We need to educate our 
people that Government is not a 
solution to all problems, we the 
citizens — the employees need to 
achieve maximum productivity for 
the development of our nation. We 
need to educate them to be proud 
of their jobs.

”—* ’ ...JU ambition should T
. ethnic issue but a posi- 40
experienced, dedicated, foj example by creating 30

o------ , anu patriotic °“yu‘u dcitizen. Ethnicity should not play PointmR 
any role as we are first and to key 
foremost Nigerians, and should 
break through stereotypes and 
elect a well qualified and meritori­
ous person of Bashorun Abiola's 
personality. With Abiola as 
next civilian president, freedom, 
equality, justice and accountabil­
ity will re ign in the country again.

The Nigerian masses has been - 17/227,™'"
lied to. cheated and abused by the Platform ° P 
previous regimes but believe that 0. Onyemelukioe
Chief MKO Abiola has the capabil- Dr' /afia. Nigeria 
ity to restore our dreams and hope.
Again, due to Abiola’s dedication
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rather than an exception.
Nobody actually Knows when the 

dirty political war between Kingibe and 
Abiola began. While it hit others 
"wham,” just like that, some political 
watchers say it began in Maiduguri, 
Borno State on February 2, 1993 by 
Kingibe when he declared his presi­
dential ambition. They allege that he 
fired some shots in the way of Abiola 
While tracing his journey to the presi­
dency, Kingibe said, "Some three years 
and four months ago when President 

Babangida announced the formation of 
the two political parties, a number of 
us held our breadth and leaped off the 
mountain-side together. It was a pat­
riotic leap for progress and transition 
to civil government Few joined in­
stantly because few believed in the 
transitional programme and even less 
in our capacity to make it work. And I 
am glad that many who sat aside 
watched while we toiled to build have 
now come forward to reap the fruits 
for our labour.”

A few people felt that Kingibe was 
specifically refering to Abiola when he 
talked about people coming to reap 
"fruits of our labour" And their reason: 
Abiola is the only aspirant in the SDP 
who could give Kingibe a fight

If Abiola felt that Kingibe had him in 
mind, he didn't say so, until the third 
week of February when he went to 
lobby SDP National Assembly mem­
bers to support him.

Dressed in his usual flowingbabariga 
and exuding the charm that has en­
deared him to many Nigerians, Abiola 
took time to take the legislators-

spitc of the fact that he doesn’t have 
Abiola’s bagful of money.

But the power of orator, suaveness, 
charisma, diplomacy and and money 
is not the only thing that make both 
men tick at the moment What is mak­
ing them tick for now is politics and 
their ambition.

But Abiola and Kingibe have same 
ambition — to Chief Executive of 
Nigeria and they have taken their ambi­
tions to a dizzying stage. A political 
war has broken out between the two 
men with the National Assembly as the 
first battle ground. At stake are SDP 
National Assembly members and the 
weapons being—used by the two men 
are words, dirty words of war, of poli­
tics. The assembly men are inun-

_ THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE, MARCH 21, 1993

dated with caustic remarks made by 
the two presidential aspirants against 
each other.

The two men have not exactly told 
Nigerians why they are picking on each 
other; why they consider each other 
an obstacle, inspite of the fact that they 
would let the public believe otherwise. 
For now. there are 59 presidential aspir­
ants. so, why only two of them? Until 
now, Nigerian politics has not been 
known to be this dirty - well word-wise. 
Corruption, yes, but dirty words and 
other scandals like that of Gennifer 
Flowers and Bill Clinton, or Bill Clin­
ton the Tax dodger, no. In fact, most 
Nigerians would ask anybody who al­
leges that a presidential aspirant is en­
gaging in an extra-marital affair to go 
visit a psychiatric hospital. For us in 
Nigeria, an extra-marital affair is a rule

Lvun uuic mnt uic lugioimuio-in dnrty war of wwds
through the whole gamut of the 
reasons for his. aspiration. Treating 
them like voters, he told them why he 
is the candidate the SDP needs to win 
the presidency, just as the nation 
needs him — to regain its economic 
vitality. He made his stand known on 
key national issues especially on 
Nigeria’s membership of the Organisa­
tion of Islamic countries, OIC. "It is il­
legal", he said, because Nigeria is a sec­
ular state.

But Abiola did more than selling 
himself. He made statements which 
many of the legislators thought were 
direct attacks on Kingibe.

Reviewing Kingibe’s almost three 
years in office as SDP chairman, Abiola 
concluded it was a disaster. He said, 
Wt lost about six gubernatorial seats . 
because of the inadequacies of ourpast
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he
Emphasising his oneness with then 

from the beginning he said. ”Wehw 
fought collectively together befon 
and those who we begged to be put c 
us and who refused to join us shoal 
not now be made to reap the fruits c 
our labour. I therefore need you mor 
as you needed me when I laid soli 
foundations for your success at yo: 
own elections’.

He reminded them that he it was wb 
presided over the party and ensure 
its victory at the polls which climaxe 
in SDP's control of both the House i 
Representatives and the Senate.

Defending the N12 million he k 
when the National Executives of bo' 
parties were sacked. Kingibe Midwb 
he left behind should not be measun 
in such trivial terms as what was li 
in the party’s kitty but on the asse 
left behind and the prestige of SI 
being the majority party .

Resting his case he asked the ho 
ourable members a question. "Is 
right for somebody to fix democra 
before another would come andenj 
the tenets of liberty, freedom, u 
orosoeritv associated with democrat 
which he had all the opportunity 
contribute to but simply declined.

The underlying message in tl 
statement is that compared w 
Abiola. he (Kingibe) is their fell 
party man who has been together w 
them in building the party from I 
scratch, while Abiola is an outsider 
the party who wants to reap where 
did not sow.

The inference was more magnit 
in his assertion that "this is my ba 
constituency, you are my brothers t 
sisters with whom we have fought 
gether in the past". But some memb 
of the Federal House interpreted 
statement as the former chainna 
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*4^ to\^abXegeTly “aid
1 sQvir ^ueKrr«cuICtion°fthe‘eg
\ . haa I1 a faction which
\ c,i?yi'"Nr2buia to>rt b<*n buried A 
\ that Abiola told

I wau P°tnts — J^iasacoupicoj
I ' them macle didn’t go down
I For instance
l lng to the pw r n°Se of them belong-

4 Again, they felt Ab<ola was

X > » fir5*

* 
th® rfjious

's? S’u' <’«■“

SSX. ’’’ni0 the
- to seLnty ■ “I«™uc

Was e^alt"1 I ab°ut his 
' nuesaW-

from when I was a journalist, to wbe- 
I was a civil servant, to when 1 ns 
chairman of SDP. I will step down tar 
my presidential aspiration. What Ibtie 
going for me is my credible record.uc 
you can put this on record”.

However. Kingibe still headed fortha 
National Assembly that night and b- 
replied Abiola. His first meeting vu 
with about 400 Federal legislators c 
the National Secretariat of the SDPir 
Abuja. Chiselling his own point of it 
tack on Abiola. Kingibe enumerates 
his credential as a ’thorough bredSDE 
man’’ who needed the support of his 
brothers: He christened his meetiaf 
with the legislators as "a meeting a 
brothers: we are not new to each other 
our meeting today is just a continue 
process of our past relationships, so 
need all of you".

¥ VzhV g said- which was why he didn’t show support 
i SpP* laW for SDP while he was still under ban.

(io1** gome They felt that he had indirectly called 
^reaKef'a their the likes oFShehu Yar’Adua. Arthur 

bet*,0< done Nzeribe. Abubakar Rimi. Olu Saraki 
^oth^'^ted to and others who showed support for

^ave goes SDP while still banned, a bunch of lawF^^t lived breakers.
w*^thuse,a rtitned So. they phoned Kingibe and briefed 

5. f1 ̂ ly M°hX yet hlm °n thc Abiola s visit Kingibe left
•U ycafulfilled Lagos at about 9.30 p.m. for Abuja, on
zx t is not a the day they phoned him. His main

So. X^nded mission: To disabuse the mind of the*v' Virv' x>” ~ legislators. But before 9.30 p.m. he met

with some journalists who asked him 
what he felt about Abiola s attack on 
him. Kingibe assured the journalists 
that he was not going to the National 
Assembly to answer Abiola back. He 
said it wasn’t necessary, and that it 
would not be decent of him to answer 
Abiola back. He said it would even be 
more indecent of him to say what every 
other person knows of Abiola but 
added. "I can write his history from 
Maroko to Bariga and still have lots to 

_______  write. I am not a Father Christmas and
JUst as a couple of everyday is not Christmas. 1 may not 

ritn “e niade have millions but the one I have I made
in a very decent manner. I have never 
taken a kobo from somebody before. If 
you find out I have taken any money 
from anybody or involved in corrupt 
activities or unwholesome business

For inr*- ~ 
the Pf

PSP. Again,
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■ GUARANTY TRUST-
Wouldn't you rather bank with us?

GUARANTY TRUST BANK LIMITED The Plaza: 6. Adeyemo Alakija Street. P.O.Box 75455, Victoria Island. Lagos. Nigena.Tel. 2601760 • 9.Teler 23380 GT BANK NG. Fax: 01-616963.
Ikeja Branch: 80/82, Allen Avenue. Ikeja, Lagos. Tel: 965580.962264.965651 Fax: 01-616963.
Broad Street Branch: 82/86. Broad Street, Lagos. Tel. 666232,667941.669804. Fax’. 01-616963.

Customer service is one thing we never pay lip service to. Because when we say you will get 
your bank statement at the end of the month, we make sure you do. And when we add extra 

T * O * teller positions to enhance service, we are just fulfilling our word. Your total satisfaction
| y| 1 V 1C w rCma'nS our concern- Which is why you are unlikely to get lip service here. Unless you count
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...the long lasting toilet soap
There are some little luxuries you and your 

family can enjoy everyday of your lives - like 
Imperia! Leather, the classic toilet soap with 
its gentle lather, rich creaminess for a soft, 
soft skin that’s smooth to the touch.

Bring a little luxury to your family today 
and everyday with Imperial Leather, 
the long-lasting soap.

3 little 1.^rVeverV<iaV f°r aU the family
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stepped on even more toes during the 
Governorship election — for instance 
in Lagos State and Kano State. And for 
another instance in Imo State.

in some newspapers alleging tha 
Yar'adua has endorsed Abiola.

However, the story about the

I Kingibe’s address to SDP senators a 
I day after addressing the legislators 
I was however perceived as “the real of- 
I fensive to wade off Abiola’s earlier at- 
I tacks". Addressing the senators, he 
I explained away the charge of profligacy 
I and urged all party members to read 
I his handling of the party’s finances. 
I He said, "If the former executives of 

the NRC left r ore money than that of 
I the SDP during the last elections and 
I lost the elections, then, we are jus- 
I tified in using the money for the pur­

pose they were given’’.
And as for the bit about the "poor 

man in the Kitchen," Kingibe post-
I ulated that the poor man in the 

Kitchen will be more coqs.cious since
I his background will always nudge him 
I into regulating the oven to lessen the 
I heat as well as make more food availa­

ble to all the people he is elected to
I serve.

I Sources close to both Abiola and 
I Kingibe told TSM that both men are 
I quite embarrassed by their outbursts 

at the National Assembly. While the 
I source from Kingibe's side insists that 

Kingibe didn't actually mean to reply 
I Abiola, Abiola has apologised to Kin- 
I gibe over his utterances. Speaking to 
I journalists in florin on Tuesday Abiola 

said that if the content of his address 
to the National Assembly in Abuja was 
misconstrued by Kingibe, "I tender my 
apology for 1 mean no harm". He said 
he was not on the war path, explaining, 
“Kingibe is my friend, I joined the party

I to foster the friendship".
However, the dirty words of war be­

tween Abiola and Kingibe go beyond 
the lobbying of Federal legislators and 

I senators. The main target actually, the 
big fish who is being lobbied is 
Yar’Adua who controls over 50 percent 
of the SDP National Assembly mem­
bers and who has a sort of magical 
wand on over 55 percent of SDP mem­
bers.

For the SDP presidential aspirants, 
Yar'Adua is the beautiful bride. And so. 
Abiola and Kingibe have gone all out 
to lobby him. Even though Kingibe told 
us in an interview that he takes 
Yar’Adua’s support for granted and 
need not lobby him, (If Yar'Adua is five 
beautiful bride of the SDP. I refuse to

■IHill 11 111 n i in ir

the one I have I 
made in a very 
decent manner.

way of cleaning the wrongs of the past 
For instance, they alleged that Kingibe 
hurt a lot of the banned presidential 
aspirants during the botched presi- ---- lur
dential primaries in favour of He is al|eged to C ’ ™ g»e him a ____
Yar'Adua. They also allege that Kingibe Kanuri man, M. S B h.n® his fellow 
n,enned on even more toes during the fourth in rank lx w^°><• *h-

help him talk to Yar’adi

sidering that Kingibl 
Yar'adua?s“

if • nr if ti min

owwever, uic story aoout the en 
dorsement was quickly dismissed a* 
a ruse by Abubakar Atiku, a Yar'adui 
faithful and SDP presidential aspiran 
from Adamawa who told journalists. “Ii 
is not true. The group has not declarec 
its support for Abiola’'.

Kingibe's reply to the story was 
even worse. After a brief laugh which 
sounded a little satirical, he said, “1 
agree, and I admit that he went to the 
meeting. He was taken by Adedibu but 
how was he received?"

Kingibe and Yar’aradua are not the 
only problems Abiola has. Abiola may 
also have a problem in picking a run­
ning mate from the core North.

Kingibe said as much when he told 
journalists, “where will Abiola pick his 
running mate from? He will have prob­
lems picking a credible, influential 
Christian from the core North which is 
the only place left for him to pick a 
running mate. He is a muslim. He can­
not pick a moslem. I don’t have such 
problems. I have credible influential 
Christians from the south to pick 
from".

Kingibe spoke the minds of two 
members of Katsina State elders com­
mittee of SDP and leading members of 
the Yar’adua group, Mamud Kanti 
Bello, a senator, and Hamisu Gambo. 
They gave Abiola one condition to 
clinch Yar’adua’s support — to pick a 
Hausa/Fulani moslem as running 
mate.

Bello who is the chairman of the se­
nate committee on Science and 
Technology said that Abiola's aspira­
tions would be dashed if he made the 
mistake of picking a Christian north 
erner as his running mate. This he ar­
gued was because, according to him. 
most of the key national assembly of­
fices such as the senate president, his 
deputy, senate leader, speaker of the 
House of Representatives have already 
been occupied by Christians. He said. 
"The entire political equation is com­
pletely upside down. Those who are 
saying that Abiola should pick a Chris­
tian northerner should forget about it 
If we have to support him. he should 
forget about it If we have to support 
him, he should have a Hausa-Fulani as 
his Vice President

The fight for Yar'adua’s hand by
Kingibe and Abiola is real. Abiola has 
gone to the extent ol allegedly run­
ning after Yar’adua to as far away as 

Saudi Arabia where the latter went to 
perform the lesser Hajj but both Abiola 
and Kingibe may just be fighting a lost 
battle.

chairman) and then by Buhari.
Abiola has not hidden his despera­

tion to get into Yar’adua’s camp. He 
does realise that without the support 
of the camp, he may be humiliated at 
the SDP National Convention. So. he 
has managed to get the support of most 
of the influential members of the 
Yar'adua camp in the western states, 
courtesy of the strongman of Ibadan ________ v
politics. Lamidi Adedibu. ning aftcr Yar’a*

Adedibu has even done more than Saudi Arabia wh< 
mobilising the Yoruba support. He has perform the less* 
taken Abiola to the meeting of the and Kin<*«h«* 
Yar'adua camp which prompted a story

court him because it is incestous to 
do so", he told TSM) we gathered that 
he is quite worried about Yar’adua’t 
reluctance for now. to give him a nod. 
He is alleged to be lobbying his fellow 

Kanuri man m e ~ who ig thc 
in Yar’adua's camp to 

? Y~. 'adua.
And this is rather unfortunate con­

sidering that Kingibe was (?) a part and 
parcel of Yar’adua’s camp. TSM 
gathered on good authority that in the 
camp, Kingibe ranked second before 
now, followed by Tony Anenih (who 
Yar’adua wants as SDP’s national

■ He said it would
■ even be more
■ indecent of him to 
■say what every other 
I person knows of 
I Abiola but added, 
I “I can write his I 
■history from Maroko 
I to Bariga and still
I have lots to write. I 
I I am not a Father I 
I Christmas and 
I everyday is not 
I Christmas. I may 
Inot have millions but
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jdent carnpaign committee.

The Yar'adua group already has 
of its loyal members in all states 

e—erring as state presidential 
-reurers. Such men include Atiku. 

t-ro Abdullahi from Kaduna State. 
Abdul Azeel Farouk twin Kogi State 
and Hakeem Giwa (torn I agon State 
Most of these aspirants have some on 
ocnal delegates loyal to them to eon 
~bute to the pools ot delegates that 
>S1 later ensure that the drcinion O| 
tbe Yar adua group prevailed at Un* 
ocrvention.

Aside from factional wi anglings tin 
supporters on both sides o( (he divide 
irt believed to be pirpaitiig dnnntris 
tech will later br evponed Io I In d« I 

the convention wnnr to in

1
i*'-

------------- _r

vr-lXf-

*■^1,-i-r^;: 

<sai nr.re lta5-
«WKh 'X.we -

I woa 
- wor
I aeiT

. Y^. : ^=t-

vt 'if. tr-r‘f
-■ ■^--■f*f-

tn -xn-

taaawa State was recently appointed , soeros * x jt. the P*
the same position in MKO tor pres tn>nAj.r An?> c<r=Jr^r - - eu ys with 

the pa&t^resent m c - .-r rr-ment5- 
his private lite ar d apathetic reactions 
tv SDP in the past are sx?d tc be the 
issues the King he group wtU 
ehun ov.t tv de.- - sb. his chances- 

likewise the \b cjl cxmpx-gn corn- 
iiiittw consist-.tyg c, old Falae ? tea® 
men who aiv wvl avatted the polit­
ical ocvuveiices ot the cast three yrarS 
air also said tv X* warextsg. up tc use 
the NFC pA\dv wps'xt er. the two p*1' 
tics as w\ . as wag - K .-.g'be s errors 
sim » I v«\\ whc'.i he started leading 
•*l'V tvi the delegates to consider in 
d<H Idmg whx' shvv.kl th- their flag 10 
tl\v i wiitual battle aga..-.st the 5RC in 
dunr

li v-cd oh a’.' these the ST? conven 
lion ni d»vs is sine gs'Aiig tv be a nlt^y
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By Yusuph Olaniyonu

____ and quickly 
iidential flagbearcr ;for

governor, 
Cecilia Ekpenyong and two state com-

president and Anthony Ani, a re­
nowned chartered accountant and 
son of the chief electoral officer in the 
second republic, Michael Ani, strug­
gled for who became presidential flag­
bearer, the atmophere was a ripe one 
for disagreements.

The total accredited number of dele­
gates publicly ;announced to the con­
gress by the caretaker commitee chair­
man, Bassey Okon was 901. But when 
the total number of votes cast added 
up to 904, and Wayas came tops with 
490 votes. Ani’s supporters protested.

At this point, tension that looked too 
egregious for the police armoured, 
tanks and trucks to handle mounted. 
The caretaker chairman had to im­
mediately postpone the state execu­
tive elections till the following day 
to preempt trouble makers. Okon was 
to later explain that the three excess 
votes were cast by the state deputy

59 men with the flags
The nation is set for the 
final lap of evolving the 
two candidates zvho will 
struggle to succeed IBB.

missioners in her entourage, all c 
whom were accredited in his office 
The failure of the accreditation office 
to have their names reflected in thi 

list of accredited members created the 
confusion.

The cause of confusion at the SD1 
congress in Rivers State was different 
For some.reasons, a cabal within th« 
party said to be led by a former guber 
natorial candidate had decided that th< 
votes to be cast by the accredited del 
egates should not hinder thei 
chances at taking control of the part 
machinery. So, while the accredicatioi 
prior to voting was going on, the grou] 
had already amassed heaps of fake bal 
lot papers in an office some meter 
away from the voting centre. Somi 
thugs were also hired to fill the ballo 
papers in preparation for stuffing it ii 
the box.

But before the dirty trie could ma 
ture, nemesis caught up with the per 
petrators. Some party members invited 
the police to come take a look at the 
oddity. Police then impounded the bal­
lot papers and brought in tanks to 
assure the crowd that they are in 
charge. With the tank the congress 
members did not wait to be told the 
business of the day is finished.-

KX N a developing nation, 
there is a thin line between an election 
and a battle. Penultimate Saturday, the 
two events took place in the name ol 
state congresses across the nation last 
week.

Take Lagos for instance. While the 
National Republican Convention (NRA) 
delegates gathered at the National 
Theatre to peacefully 
select a presidential 
the state and elect state omcers, the 
Social Democratic Party (SDP) dele­
gates and other irate supporters con­
verged at the state Assembly complex 
to break into two feuding sides.

The Alausa venue of the SDP con­
gress had all the trapppins of a riot 
zone. Envisaging the battle that was 
on between the rival factions of 
Jakande and Sarumi-Yar’Adua, the 
police came with all their vicious ele­
ments of trouble-shooting. Dogs, guns, 
black maria vans, tanks and a coterie 
of personnel which overwhelmingly 
outnumbered the delegates and fana­
tics supporters.

The struggle for the supremacy be­
tween the two groups who had consti­
tuted themselves into two parties 
within the SDP was intense at the con- 
greps. Even, elected public officers like 
senators, local government chairmen 
and commissioners could not rise 
above the confusion arising from the 
struggle. Ahmed Tinubu and Tony 
Adefuye. both senators were in differ­
ent groups and they were factional 
leaders.

At various points delegates of one 
group has something or the other to 
complain about the conduct of the con­
gress. And outside the venue of the 
Congress, fanatical supporters were 
countering each other with war chants 
that further enveloped the arena with 
;more tension.

NRC congress in Cross River State 
followed a similar pattern. In a con­
gress in which two big sons of the soil. 
Joseph Wayas. second republic senate Aliku — SDP presidential aspirant from Adamawa
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toxic dump, after the 1988 Koko saga? 
Perhaps it sounds esoteric but the sig. 
nals arc that there could be or may 
even have been, indeed, such an oc­
currence. Last week. TSM was privy to 
fears that there had been such a dump 
off the Osse River in Edo State. Al­
though an investigation revealed that 
the fears have no basis in fact, the pic­
ture is still grim: Nigeria is under siege 
by toxic waste merchants!

According to Evans Aina, the direc­
tor of the Federal Environmental Pro­
tection Agency (FEPA). within the last 
two months of 1992. about 20 world­
wide alert cases of (proposed) trans- 
boundaiy shipment of hazardous 
wastes towards the Nigerians shores 
were reported or intercepted. These 
span the importation of toxic waste by

I "Maria Laura," a Japanese ship; the 
plan by INDES S.A.. a Romanian com­
pany, to import waste from Germany 

under the guise of paints; the pan by 
a certain Dr. Ted Ekwe to dispose of 
toxic nuclear waste products in 
Nigeria; and that by the British Minis­
try of Defence to dump TNT and other 
explosives in the Atlantic Sea.

While many of these proposals and 
attempts never generate any publicity

Another

_____________________
ina and the Koko toxic wastes

I As Nigeria is besieged by 
i toxic waste merchants, the 
I federal Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(FEPA)'s lack-lustre per­
formance signals a proba­
ble post-Koko toxic 
dump.
By Maik Nwosu
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do. This absence of sobriety is under­
scored by its recent accreditation of 
laboratory consultants to inspect in­
dustrial imports — a procedure that 
has been compared tc the SSS sub­
contracting aspects of its security vig­
ilance.

The story. according to-the Agency’s 
press report, is that in November 1991. 
it put out newspaper adverts request­
ing prospective waste management 
disposal companies as well as environ­
mental consultants and contractors to 
apply for permits and accreditation in 
order to operate in the country. The 
response was overwhelming. About 
316 prospective environmental con­
sultants contractors. 58 hazardous 
waste disposal companies 50 munici­
pal waste management companies and 
39 waste discharge permit applica­
tions were screened Across board.

accreditation as consultants contrac­
tors.

The impression created is that the 
process involved a rigorous scrutiny. 
But there are accusations, within the 
Agency, that the exercise - chairmaned 
by Goke Adegorvke. FEFAs Deputy 
General Manager in charge of the in­
spectorate and Enforcement Depart­
ment was influenced by personal 
and commercial considerations. And 
these claims how appeal to be substan­
tiated by a studv ot the logic behind 
the accreditation pnw'ess and the man­
ner ol operations ot these FEPA sub­
agents.

Recently, the Manufacturers Associ­
ation ol Nigeria (MANI lonnalh pro­
tested to EEPA its disagreement with 
the Agency s logic •’Since the begin

in si \n w

'’4*r-2 has also. according

edging to inform c^^le for permits and
eraational waste

trade schemes The motive behind 
.Nigeria s stem posit: .n is the preven­
tion cf a repeat of the Koko tragedy. 
The crystal! sa’_in cf -his aspiration 
. as rhe es abl.shmenr c: PEPA via De- 
cree 58 c: ts charge being the
overall responsibility cf protecting the 
Nigerian eu.tromnenL FEPA was to be 
_h* shield between Nigeria and toxic

i ciose-up on how FEPA operates 
however even maxes more stndent 
•je danger signals that Nigeria may be 
in for another Koko nightmare. De­
spite its chest-thumping inclination. 
FEPA is yet to :ts enormous re- 
sponsiWtty with the sobriety that a 
protection »«st necessarily

have 
1986

in a two-1
responsible 

nd to
of London.
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ing ships, the Federal Ger. 
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that it would outlaw all.
andexpu«_^._ 
to ban the importation 
qnito coils as wolf. ***» 

more item to 
wastes exported as

Nigeria.
army colonel Anthony 
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fonmoi

I

Appearance

Solubility

JI
Positive 
Positive 
Positive 
82.0 
15.44 
2.56

CONCLUSION
Tie sample is J 
of the analysis

;rC!rr A SAMl’lj: OF CARBON FERRO-aiROME

an alloy of Iron,

PROFESSOR OLADELE OSIBANJO
Public Analyst and Environmental Consultant.

Dear Sir,

TECHNICAL HETORTJ 
EX-NIGIJUAN

iNiwuucricN
A silver-coloured 
analysis for 
of the sample was

nobability Carbon Ferro-Ouxme based on the results 
1 out.

Test for Carbon(C) 

Test for Iron(Fe) 
Test for Cliranium(Cr) 

% Iron (Fc) 
». Chronium (Cr) 

% Carbon (C)

in all pre 
Ls carried

solid sample was subnitted to our Laoorator 
the purpose of identification. Tie chemical ijL 

established by ptysico-chonical analysis.

Silver-coloured heavy lurps.

Insoluble in water and dilute mineral Acids. 
Soluble in concentrated hot mineral Acids 
and mixtures of these acids.

itory for 
identity

‘ .a......

ro »O«^I-111 roUP^ 'bodon W TOZHIZ.W

. ‘'d

CU-HrNl'

•Hie Sample as presented is in all probability 
Oironiun and Carbon (Carton Ferro-Chrome).

jWailai
1 Manage

ning of this year,” Gbenga Akinowu* 
the MD of African Paints and Chairm 
of MAN’s Committee on Environmen. 
Protection, told TSM. "chemical impor* 
have been subjected to inspection an 
analysis by FEPA for a fee of N5-ou 
for each chemical.

Of course, manufacturers are natui 
ally not happy about this new develop 
meat for two reasons: the cost is ver 
high, at N5000 for each chemical h 
one container, and the delay compo 
nent of the inspection process whicl 
leads also to payment of demurrage b’ 
manufacturers. And, of course, know 
mg Nigeria very well, the attendant cor 
ruption by authorised and unau 
thorised agents of FEPA. The agenti 
of FEPA sometimes take this N5.00C 
from you without giving you a receipt 
The system is open to abuse, too oper 
to corruption. Because of these, we re 
quested a meeting with the FEPA direc 
tor and his executive. The meeting was 
very fruitful, very cordial and verj 
useful. The reaction of manufacturers 
to the meeting will be communicated 
to FEPA in due course."

MAN’s argument, Akinowun 
further explained, is that this new pr°‘ 
cess amounts to an unduly expensi*’*" 
duplication as there are over- 
seas-based inspection agents of the 
Federal Government (Bureau Veritas, 
SGS and Cofeckna) who cost the na­
tion more than S80 million dollars an­
nually. “They inspect for many coun­
tries all over the world to make sure 
that what you’re importing and what 
you claim are the same and for price­
monitoring, so that you don't over­
price or under-price. Nothing comes in 
unless you have a certificate of Clean 
Report of Findings (CROF) issued by 
these inspection agents."

But If. as FEPA claims, the essence 
of the double road block is to further 
insulate the country from the designs 
of toxic waste merchants, the question 
then arises: is this realised in prac- 
tice? On the contrary, TSM s investiga­
tion led to the conclusion that FEPA s 
accreditation committee, whether * 
was influenced or not. did not do a 
thorough job. The irrefutable illustra­
tion is the technical report Jawura En­
vironmental Services Ltd, FEPA agent, 
sent to FEPA on a sample of carbon 
fero-chrome imported by Nigerian 
Foundries Ltd. Apart from the fact that 
carbon (2.5 percent) and chromium 
6.32 percent carbon corttent. Jawura s 
report classifies it as having a lower 
carbon (2.5 percent) and chromium 
(15.44 percent) content At Jawura En­
vironment Services Ltd, Segun Afolabi, 
the Technical manager, declined to

■lhe Deputy general Manager, 

sss::.— 
Surulere, 
Ligos.
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t could prove that their wastes would 
stay in the “zone” into which they were 
injected for 10.000 years. Essentially, 
an injection well consists of a pipe 
leading from 300 to several thousand 
feet underground, surrounded by sev­
eral layers of protective casings of con­
crete and steel. Its unsuitability as a 
waste disposal system stems from the 
fact that “waste may escape unde-

THE SUNDAY MAGAZ1M’ MARCH 21,

a level zhzz will ultimately destroy 
As the concentration of toxic mat­

erials build up in the tissues, they 
cause nasal problems, breathing prob­
lems and. ultimately, the plummeting 
of the population- There has to be 
checks- Many people will not eat fish 
ea tight in the Lagos Lagoon, they will 
eat sea Esh.”

On its part. FEPA. aided by a three- 
million dollar grant from the British 
government, has embarked on a study 
of the pollution load on the Lagoon — 
a study that will take al! of three years 
until 1996 to conclude. Until then, ac­

cording to Aina. FEPA cannot com­
ment on the subject The curious 
thing, in addition to the time span, is 
that FEPA’s only laboratory the Na­
tional Reference Laboratory in Lagos, 
which FEPA says is up to international 
standard is for water and waste-water 
research. Remarkably, the World Bank 
study already cited despite its much 
broader scope, took less than one year 
to accomplish.

Then there is the troubling absence 
of co-ordination in seme of FEPA’s 
core activities. While the Agency has 
released a two volume . x
Start rati- for Environmental Pollution 
Control in Nigeria, it is only now that, 
in collaboration with the Swiss Gov­
ernment through the Swiss Federal Of­
fice of Environment. Forests and Land­
scape (BUWAL and in conjunction 
with the WASTEC company of Switzer­
land. it is undertaking a study of the 
hazardous waste management prac­
tice in Nigeria. And it is yet to conclude 
work on its comprehensive report on 
the state of environment in Nigeria. 
“Some of the (FEPA] guidelines.” 
Akinowun told 7SM. “have no basis, 
with the nature of Nigerian wastes. 
They are mere copies. You don’t make 
guidelines unless you’ve carried out 
base-line study which FEPA has not 
done. So. obviously, they've copied the 
guidelines from somewhere. They’ve 
copied from USEPA (the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency), 
the L'K and the Indian Environmental 
Protection .Agencies.” A question 
mark also hangs on FEPA’s prog­
ramme of technical assistance to in 
dustries to accelerate compliance with 
its regulations. The question mark spec­
ifically hangs on its selection of the 
National Fertiliser Company of Nigeria 
(NAFCON). Onne. Rivers State to over­
see the fertiliser manufacturing sec- 
tor. Yet NAFCON is a known major ■ well
polluter in Rivers State. Because of leading trotn 300 
complaints from the public and the fpe’ 
Rivers State Environment and Pollu­
tion Bureau that NAFCON was pollut­
ing the environment. Fr.PA had to in­

vestigate its compliance with environ­
mental pro­
tection standards late last year. It is 
also remarkable that while Aina told 
TSM that FEPA had had no reason t o 
prosecute anyone for non-compliance 
because “Nigerians are very law-abid­
ing.” FEPA’s Special Duties Depart­
ment had to set up an Event Response 
Team “to provide technical assistance 
to industries “r.‘ ccriplicd
with FEPA’s requirements after the 
moratorium given to them expired."

This soft-soap approach, alleged a _ 
source, gives FEPA officials enough | 
latitude to exploit the commercial pos- I 
sibilities of the situation. It is equally I 
curious that, since the dumping of P 
toxic wates at Koko in 19SS and after 
declaring the area as tc tally decontami­
nated. it has taken FEPA four years to 
begin the processs of establishing a 
monitoring station in Koko town “to 
ensure that both the short and long 
term post impact effects of the 
toxic waste is not harmful to the health 
of the inhabitants of Koko Town and 
the environs.”

Even at the conceptual level, lerel- 
some of FEPAs intentions do see 
strance. Hincinc its argument on tn 
fact that Nigeria is the largest gas nar 
ing country in the world with the atten­
dant generation of carbon dioxioc.su 
phur dioxides and other oxides (an es- 

timated 0.2 percent of the global emis­
sion of carbon dioxide), it has initiated 
a gas flaring project The aim is to stop 
gas flaring by promoting its re-injec­
tion for ultimate tapping for commer­
cial use. At the Fourth Tranche Meet­
ing of Participants to the Global Envi­
ronment Facility which took place in

I Abidjan. Cote d’Ivoire. !rom December ■ 
3—5. 1982. it secured a S25 million I 
grant for this project But. according 
to a November 1991 report by the 
Council on Economic Priorities, on 
Shell’s environmental policies and 
practices, deep well injection was out- I 
lawed by the US Congress in 19S4 for 
the several environmental threats that 
it poses — except in cases where com- | 
panies

I discuss any aspect of the company’s 
I operations: he referred TS*4. instead 
• to his chief exective who was never av- 
| ailable despite repeated calls On 

whether FEPA has had any reas-rn to 
I impose disciplinary action on any of 

its agents. .Aina told - Wc ve only 
just licensed them but we rp monitor­
ing them.* He then pointed out that 
FEPA makes no mcney from the pro- 

| cess since the N5GG0 charge is to offset 
the agents service cose But.

significantly. it is FEPA that
initiates by assigning imports to 
agents and concludes the inspection 
process — by issuing its own certifi­
cates of clean report of findings, based 

. on the technical report of the pertinent 
1 inspection agent.

The inspection scandal is only one 
| instance. Another is FEPA s response 
’ to the pollution load on the Lagos La- 
I goon and the long-term implications 
j for the health of Nigerians A 1990 
j World Bank report entitled "Towards 

the Development of an environmental 
Action Plan for Nigeria ” had iden­
tified the impact of water contamina­
tion in Nigeria on economic growth, 
distributional of water resources in- 

j tegrity as high. "The contamination of 
I water resources integrity as high. The 
| contamination of water resources in 

Nigeria." notes the report, has been 
I •• caused by the discharge of unt;——J 
! i domestic and industrial waste

of untreated 
------------ .. water 
into water bodies. Pollution has also 
affected riverine and marine eco-sys­
tems in two important ecological 
zones - in the Lagos Lagoon (through 
industrial and domestic pollution) and 
in the Niger Delta area because of oil 
spillages). In many of the urban areas 
risks of contamination extend not only 
to surface water, but also to ground 
water because of the relatively high 
water tables. In Lagos, for example, the 
water table is between one and three 
meters -below the land surface, and 
leaching of solid wastes and septage 
is a public health risk for the large 
arban population dependent on 
groundwater supplies.” Prince 
Dosunmu, the Director of Adminis­
tration of the Nigerian Conservation 
Foundation (NCF) painted an even 
more grim picture: “We’re at the verge 
of a crisis, because of toxic wastes. 
Some fishes in the Lagos Lagoon carry 
mercury’ around their gills."

So, too. Philip Hall, an ecologist and 
until recently NCF's Director of Tech­
nical Services: "The most polluted fish 
comes out of the Lagos Lagoon. You’ll 
create a very bad situation if the fishes 
being caught have a heavy mefel re­
sidue: ultimately, man will suffer be­
cause he will build up in his tissues
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’^tions th« ®S.el( had issued in 
SEPA’s activiw °nty 116 couId discusi 
'tag it w^ re SndthU1e press. Appal 
ground material H13*01' only back 
Vnit could orotfd?3 PubI‘C Relation! 
,ts newsletter n' ^ere two issues o 
ment. ’ ’ The Nigerian Environ-
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negotiations at the World Bank, I
> able to secure an outright grant 

$250,000 from this fund (the technical 
assistance provided under the Interim 
Multilateral Fund of the Mon: Veal pro 
tocol) for our CFC programme.” The 
chlorofluorocarbons programme re 
fcrs to FEPA's Comprehensive Na- 

lish the nature, type and quantitv'of 
chlorofluorocarbons and halons in the' 
country as well as the identity of the 
importersand consumers. AFEPAsur 
vey had establishment that no com 
pany manufactures these ozone-de 
pleting substances but that they are 
imported and used in refrigeration air 
conditioning, foam-blowing, aerosols 
fire extinguishers and as cleaning sol 
vents. Significantly . the national con 
sumption of about 0.02 kg per capita' 
is lower than the 0.3kg per capita limit

set for developing countries 
under the 1987 Mon treal Protocol

It may well be that 
examined, FEPA, despite’it

Guidelines was L.„. w 
beyond the comprehension of 
nalist! Then there 
Aina referring

tcctcd through faul ty casings orjdints. 
It is possible for corrosive wastes to 
cat through protective linings and leak 
directly in to drinking water. In fact, 
there have been many cases of acids 
eating through steel and concrete, 
eventually contaminating a fresh water 
aquifer. Intense upward pressures _ _____
could also force wastes into drinking tional Reconnaisance study to estab 
water. Abandoned oil wells can provide fish the nature, t--------- -
an escape part of the wastes to move 
toward drinking water." Further on.
the report reveals that, in addition to

I safety and health concerns anti-injec­
tion opinions arc shaped by "the grow­
ing evidence that wastes pegged for in­
jection can be cither eliminated at 
their source by changes in production 
or recycled." Shell, for instance, has 
closed some of its wells in the US and. 
at its Norco plant in Louisiana, neut­
ralises its acidic wastes into calcium 
chroride which is then sold for use in 
many consumer products.

So. despite its weak fund base, as it 
is wont to complain, the bc-ail of 
FEPA's ineffectiveness is not just a 
question of money. No doubt, it docs 
need much more money than it has 
been getting — considering "the oner­
ous responsibilities," in Akfnowun's 
words, that it docs shoulder.

hi the 1991-93 rolling plan, tlie allo­
cation to FEPA (N53.6 million) repre­
sents only .21 percent of the Plan's 
total (26.3 billion). This under-funding, 
said Aina, has been communicated to 
the government, marked by "a very 
favourable response." In the interim 
FEPA's plan to establishing zonal of 
ficcs/laboratorics in Kaduna. Kano 
Port Harcourt and Ibadan remains bog- I 
ged down. But FEPA's track record I; 
shows that, powered by an active gov­
ernment support, the Agency does fj 
have an incredible fund-raising ability. 
Apart from the instances already | 
itemised, in 1991 the federal govern- I 
ment secured for FEPA and other line I' 
agencies supporting it environmental L 
programmes and financial assistance 
to the tune of $32 million from UK ODA 
(Overseas Development Agency) 
UNDP. EEC and the World Bank. The De “lat- ProperlvSwiss government also promised a FEPA' despite it groans7
one-million Swiss francs assistance to mlgh* “ave some accounting todo. The 
establish a hazardous wastes track covcr'a11 atmosphere an enquirer en- 
ing system that will ensure that the counters at the Agency's office
Agency monitors the fate of all chemi- .““S , feeling- Why, for in­
cals coming into the country right “ ' bould a government agency
from the cradle to the grave . The Na- lns!at “n not malting its publications 
tional Environmental Information available to the press? Adegor oye's 
Management and Monitoring Network "Ot availing TSM of FEPA's
is powered by an IDA (International De- '
velopment Assistant) from the World 
Bank.

In 1991 -

cover-all atmosphere 
counters at the Agency’s 
deepens this feeling. Why 
stance . government agency 

Icinrf 1tc i-»t-’_ — x•

press? Adegor oye's

.^XXdbe 
-- a Jour-

rHI SUNDAY MAGAZINE, MARCH 21, 1093 ----------------- -- Joules are imported without goy-

Presidency er,.'"18 to the °race of th' 
'Gon for thl furre^ f°rR a better Pos 
‘erest The rel^e.”nce of its core in 
"ear-term omre °n was one °f 
World Bank re* ”S sug£ested by the 
conflicts- nd . to resolve potential 
with monitor) rest issucs associated 
MWH. yg"*‘’""g the activities of the 
would be able ?ependent body, FEPA 
between all m.°.ensure cooperation 
rivalry. Hence 'n,stries' rather than 
Gve in its rot '* could be more effec-

But, esse"?. nvironment-" 
foregoing is” 1̂/’.^ inlport of the 
questionable ' FEPA s Jerkv and 
stitute, ironicTlIv'!?rOfoperation con" 
nal with respect re,® C°re danger Sig’ 
P°st ■ Koko toxin a “>e Probability of a 
ted • there arp dUmp AsAina admit- 
OUS Nigerians qu,te.a few unscrupul- 
fnr«:— comn/arading themselves to 

hompames abroad as land- 
"d offering these fables of 

wastes. And ?„ receptacles for toxic 
burdened bv hiof ,hese companies, 
no turning a dSfl,Chi!I,kS °f wasted, are 
inspection WeaUy- FEPA's new
strengthened .Panune should have 
system instead "ation's Protection 
the problem thaSbeCOmepartof

that' in d«d' without the att I™’ haS occurred’ 
the Koko sn« M dant cacophony that 
Sider this11^enerated’is h'gh. Con- 
Port 400 -’$00^0?“ companies ex- 
ticides a year" re T pounds of pes' 
Economic Prio >POrtS 016 Council on 
the nestilm UeS' "about a third of 
Many ch I'® produced in the USA

verse effects on the public or the en- 
bef?re itcan be restricted or 

unregistered for use. However, FIFRA 
provided no regulation of presticide ex­
ports. and many of the unsafe pes- 
----- - which are exported are sent to
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Why I deposed

By Ono Bobi
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the source, government only wants to 
ensure that he (Hassan Yakubu) does 
not become a security risk to the 
people of Ankpa and the state as a 
whole. It is probable that the deposed 
Ejeh might be released to taste free­
dom once more, as an ordinary Igala- 
man and businessman, when the new 
Ejeh., his younger brother has been of-

Sometime last year, when the gover­
nor found out that the former Ejeh is 
used to some restlessness as an ex­
military man as opposed to his tradi­
tional ruler status, Audu sponsored 
him to an overseas trip. “My govern­
ment gave the former Ejeh N300.000 
to spend overseas and he actually went 
and was there for five weeks as against 
the 10 days which we allowed him. 
When he arrived, we welcomed him but 
when we invited him to know why he 
had to stay that long, Hassan Yakubu 
refused to honour our call."

Says the Governor: if as a traditional 
ruler, we allow him to have his way at 
all times, then we would be setting a 
bad precedent and indisciple would be 
everywhere in Kogi State.”

What is not known is, when the de­
posed Ejeh would be released from his 
“temporary" confinement Sources 
close to government say that Audu has 
no intention to keep the deposed Ejeh

/amnotacontrouersiai man. ,

preted to mean a political relations — 
here is a relationship that dated back 
some decades ago. The' governor does 
not hide behind any veil of words when 
discussing his relationship with the' 
former Ejeh whom he deposed and axxaaaa~a ~ ~aa 
kept away in a one bedroom flat at Oke- jn ^js 
Agada in Egbe of Kogi State; "to main­
tain law and order" in Ankapa Local 
Government area and among the Igala 
People of the state.

it is on record,” says Prince 
Abubakar Audu, "that before we de- 
c ded to employ state machinery to dis- 
Uiro110 Hassan Yakubu« the man had 
1- tr°u^*t several of his actions muti- 
y CdtllC faCC °f t,lc traditional institu- 

un. For, here is a man whose back- 
fic°UlK* aS a former senior military of- 
even Coulti n°t comport him and, 
com i°S a traditional ruler he was a

U is likely he got to at through a military godfather." 
trarv'terni°r Audu told TSM that con- 
the ' l° the many views expressed on 
standSUC 1116 media. one issue still 
of H S °Ut VerY clearly; my deposition i 
der assan Yakubu does not at all bor- 
hav °° a personality clash nor does it 
Who h Political undertone. For those 
some rVe been Privileged to read 
fairam FCel< mythology, the whole af- 
stable >?Un*ed t° "cleansing an Augean 

formedVer’ learnt from well in- 
what a Sources in the state capital that 
Ejeh’s d-a-lly -P^mpfod the deposed 
^udu w for the government of 
Govern the Ejeh mistook the 
^de on t ^friendship as one he could 

ecome the chairman of the

AZINE, MARCH 21, 1993

J L HOSE who 
know Abubakar Audu, Governor of   
Kogi State say what he abhors most in such action would be criminal and 
life is indiscipline. The other, is that subversive, 
the man is born to hate being used as -----------  _.

Kogi Traditional Council, a seat al­
ready occupied by the well-respected 
Attah of Igala land. But Audu, refused 
to be drawn into what would result in 
a chain of controversies which he 

■.reasoned could divide a society he 
pledged to nurture into a model state 
in Nigeria. The governor was quoted to 
have told Hassan Yakubu to the face

v.vk. ---- - - -------------- criminal and
indiscipline. The other, is that subversive.

the man is born to hate being used as The govcrnor also readil . no intention to keep the deposed Ejeh 
a canonfoder. His closeness to the de- that the former Ejeh was y ® at Egbe forever. His being there since 
Posed Ejeh of Ankpa. Hassan Yakubu. friend and still is and has b the past few months is no total banish-
a retired army colonel was misinter- nedged supporter of his partv in the ment frOnl his domain' According to 
preted to mean a political relations - but state But this relationship would not Ule source' government only wants to 

deter him from punishing Yakubu for 
erring particularly "on a very serious 
issue." Well meaning citizens of the 
state interviewed by TSM claim that the 
former Ejeh is "dogmatic and unyield- 
■"5 pursuits even when he 
knows he is on the wrong side.”
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have
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""' "><• situation.

art s.sx_z-s ari *•:- be buried: 
you z':: a— -zz?. a huge suc­
cess. That has z-zz =zy achievement 
So it is net correct tz say I have been 
thrivzcg in crisis rather I have taken 
crisis management as part of leader- 
ship qualities that one must be able to 
perfect and handle to the satisfac­
tion cf ail parties involved especially 
where it involves ourselves and other 
states.

May I mention this. The crisis we 
I have had so far with ether states was 
I on the assets sharing. This is not un- 
' expected because if somebody is hold- 
' »ng on to his property and you want to 

I forcibly take it away from him. natur- 
I ally be has to resist. This is a natural 
' phenomenon and I don't see this as a 

crisis as such. The crisis which this 
state had with Kwara and Benue states 
ever assets sharing were merely out of 

. sheer misunderstanding borne out of 
a desire to have a hold on one’s prop- < 

. erty because most cd these properties i 
were our statutory share from Kwara <

.... . -; : -_ _ e ;. . : ::cs of
spons blc for -son o*^ 5?”*’

been voumost 
d

sIn pcc?‘£ t09«ber?
pr, birn ’ * " ' " ' : " 1 haveanX

rs The
' ,s hu5y 

j ' : . couldn't con-
’•*- Either and was 
- ’ as the former 

■■rrybody.
Wry peac, xrvciy. i
thank God that . ' n “ "‘'l' So*rr 
toccm..i . . . ' -"f decision
bilih On o< SUr .'.ndsu- 
state bavin 7^77"° er°UpS “ 
selves s ' m them 

’. papular 
radio,: brit^i' SrouP u,ter’

deposed Ejeh of Antea 

and Benue, following the creation of 
new states by the President. General 
Ibrahim Babangida. The whole crisis 
erupted during and after the assets 
sharing exercise between the three 
states. However, we were able to over­
come it and today we are happy al­
though the other states are not too 
happy but they are our friends. We have 
forgotten about misgivings and have 
put them behind us and we are forging 
ahead.

Your Excellency, is this to say. that the 
total assets sharing exercise has been fullv 
completed and you as governors of these 
states are fully satisfied?

Well, frankly speaking, it has 
been concluded in totality

It is also true that there 
so many goods and cartels of __
that are yet to be retrieved from both 
Kwara and Benue states. So until when 
those things are received bv us. we as­
sume that assets sharing has not 
achieved total conclusion. We also 
have some funds that should be shared 
by states concerned. So it would be 
wrong for me to say that the assets 
sharing exercise has been fully com 
pleted.

Are you saving too that your counterpart? 
are aware that the exercise has not been 
fully completed?

All parties concerned are fully 
of the present position ami thei 
need to say. the sharing would ir open 
at the appropriate time

h you live within a group, you will 
one dav have xnisu-derstandings and 
that is*ui-..’,; is happening in my state. 
1'ven a man and his son. a mother and 
her daughter do have misunderstand­
ing amt that is what is happen- j 
ing in mv state Even a man and his | 

a mother and her daughter do 
misunderstanding and that dqes

" an ant separation forever. We had 
ise here in Kogi State but j 

necessary steps to red- i
Initially, the compo- i
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I run an open policy

Your excellency, there is this crisis 
over who heads ljumu Local Government 
Council following its dissolution. What is 
particularly of concern is, the allegation 

----- - en- that you hastily appointed a caretaker 
chairman, on June 9 last year, despite an 

ir most trying order of an election tribunal which called 
for < bye- election in the disputed Egbedda 

most trying Egga Okedayo Ward, Sir could you clear 
id dogged in the air on this?
'*** “ 3ast Strictly .-speaking, Mr. Ajewole, an 

and SDP candidate won the election and 
the he was sworn in. Later, his opponent 

petitioned ana ft became a matter of 
litigation and the court quashed 

lay, Ajewole’s victory as not being proper, 
ler* in the process we had no choice than 
use to appoint a 

chairman, who _____ -
And as the name implies, he was a only 

ft of an interim arrangement 
pending when the substantive person 
will emerge. After this, the court asked 
for o *»ye- election to be conducted. It 
was. conducted and again John 

AJ__ .? won the eletion. I had fixed a
date for his swearing-in Ajewole. And 

the process, I had no choice but to 
stay action. Until now, I am yet to go 
ahead with the swearing-in ceremony. 
Anv time I get court directive in this 
direction. I would go ahead to swear 
him in. lam prepared to carry out court 
order because as the chief executive 
of the state. I should be seen to obey 
court directives to the letter. This ex­
plains why 1 have not sworn Ajewole 
in and constitutionally all I can do is

I nents that makes up Kogi State were 
under the banner of the former Kabba 
province and we have lived together as 
an indivisible body before the abunt in­
terruption by ways of creation of a new 
state in 1976. It was then the Kabba 
Province was torn into the two leaving 
a part with Kwara and another with 
Benue State. This was what led to the 
agitation for Kogi State so as to bring 
together the two sides of Kabba earlier 
torn apart in 1976. The agitation for 
Kogi State lasted for a period of 15 
years until 1991 when Mr. President 
created Kogi State. It is the separation 
for 15 years that caused a state of sus­
picion of each other in us when we 

again came together as brothers, as 
sisters. In fact wc brothers very suspi­
cious ol one another wc became so 
frightened of one another, we became 
so worried and apprehensive of one 
another; because that turn, that confi­
dence of society we have lost as a 
people. Initially, there was that teeth- I 
ing problem of fear of marginalisation I 
by the dominant ethnic group but all I 
the same we have decided to I 
settle down to the task of bull- 
ding a state that could 

be recognised in the affairs of the 
country. Now the time of suspicion, of

appointments were well distributed 
among various ethnic groups that 
make up the state virtually every 
ethnic group is represented in govern­
ment appointments in the state. The 
award of contracts is on ward 
basis so that there would be no com­
plaint from anybody whatsoever. And 
from the ward to local government and 
to the state level in the award of con­
tracts to ensure equal and even rep­
resentation. There is need to point out 
that it was the sense of a wider represen­
tation in the scheme of state affairs as 
they affect the people in 
the award of contracts and appoint­
ments that helped a lot to stem the 
virtual tide of criticisms against my 
government as being non-conformist 
The initial fear that one area was being 
marginalised was because 
we were experimenting on this 
exercise of wider representation to

--1 areas and citizens of the 
'■*“ ' -e».ee with you that it was the 
initial fear but now that this exercise 
has worked out there is a greater sense 
of belonging by all indigenes of the 
state.

friction, the time for in fighting, the 
time for all sorts of intrigues and 
wrangling have been put behind us and 

we arc now one single, indivisible en­
tity.

Would this have been your 
period in government?

Indeed it was one of the
periods 1 had but I remained doggcu i 
my determination to put both the Eas 
and West of the State together 
make them understand that 

states government means well for 
them and that we ate very sincere in 
the sharing oi political offices. Today 
all citizens of the state unde 
stand our intention, our plans because , 
we have always offered explanation for c 
any of our a< lion in government. me name implies,

Early in your administration, a crisis of taking care of an interim 
confidence was said to be brewing in the pending when th*' 
state because it was alleged that your key 
appointments, contract awards e-d or 
key projects appeared to have favoured 
Kogi East more than Kogi Wei* ~ 
in. comment on the issue?
Initially, our detractors were under this 
misconception that in appointments 
and contract awards we were biased in 
favour of Kogi East and in virtually ev­
erything we do we were seen to be act­
ing in favour of the eastern part ot the 
state. The general belief was that we 

the Igalas were here in Lokoja as seat 
of government to take everything away 
to the Igalaland. But today, those 
people have been proved wrong. Our

caretaker committee 
was sworn-in by me;
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this issue with the wider public?
This is not correct The former Ejeh 

is a very good friend-1 have helped him 
so much and he has told everybody. 
He has been a full fledged supporter of 
NRC. so his deposit., n has no political 
undertone. Eut oecause Col. Hassan is 
a supporter of my party and he helped 
me during my election does not mean 
I should net punish him when he has 
erred, espe .ally on a ven serious 
issue. I have done a lot for him. I have 
personally gone to his place several 
times with my deputy - - tell him about 
z iT.— ' fhisai n ring
h^m to refrain .. —• .hem, he refused. 
There was even an occasion when he

• governor away from 
ime. I even in-.-.ted the

that •• cur aetter.s

talk to him yet our combined efforts 
did no hold water. I even had to go 
around his close friends, confidants 
and relations all over this country.beg­
ging them to help me talk to the former 
Ejeh to change but all to no positive 
response. He. Hassan Yakubu con- . 
tinned to be very adamant, very violent 
in his ways of doing things. Well invite 
him for a meeting, he would not come 
He does not believe that there is any 
authority than can call him to order in the ‘ 
state. He is the only traditional ruler in the ' 
state who bought cars for himself I 
equipped with sirens and painted • 
black. I called him and warned him that 
the action was against some regulated j 
Federal Government directives, yet I 
the man just would not bulge He wffl 
leave his domain for about three to four i 
weeks without permission or clear­
ance from the appropriate quarters. All 
of a sudden he would reappear tn his 
domain and when he is questioned he 
would only say: As tar as I am con­
cerned. I am a businessman. But I say 
the man can t be a businessman as 
well as a traditional ruler. It got to a 
stage when I even called him privately 
into my office, showed him the 
documentary evidence of the impl>ca' 
lion of what he has been doing and in1' 
p.ored him to change. I even reasoned 
that as an ex-army colonel, he is used 
to some restlessness but as a tradi­
tional ruler he's somewhat confined to 
his domain. Therefore. I suggested that 
he should prepare to go overseas. The 
government gave him N300.000 to 
pend overseas and he actually went 

and u as there for five weeks as against 
the 10 days w hich we allowed him. be- 
-• re c >ming back We welcomed him 
but when we invited him so as to know

hy he had to stay that 1<mg. lie refused 
to honour our call. If as a traditional 
r?.lcr' we a,low him to have his way at 
al. times, then we would be setting a 
- ad example and indiscipline would be 
everywhere. I also called other trad’' 
t^onal rulers, in the state to appeal to 
Hassan Yakubu to refrain from his°b' 
noxious attitudes like going to ti* 
House of .Assembly to o?der the hon­
ourable members to carry out certain

taction not give examples' But 
ail along we refused to react until h15 
•tmoral from office came as a last re- 
k-Ahs Tht2 Altah of ^ala- the Obaro of 
kabba the ohmovi of igbiraland and 
-. v < hinegc IUU O1 Koloa Karie are my

They all helped me to talk 
. ! rmcr E.ieh. My wonder was:

is a man wh. background as an 
.nub-ary man is Sl> tull ot order, re- 

accept orders from a wellcon- 
’vth .V*. !?alc ^'"erument. Discipl»ne 

EJeh is a runaw ay moral factor.

I .Ahmadii

,_ a caretaker cuinnuii.ee
i chairiin who will stand in anal I get 
I £e cubing orders from the appr. ;

date judicial circle to swear A'ewo.e in. 
! ““see if I bad gone ahead to swear 
: ,n contrarv to court injunction..l^"aT?ontempted the court 
I ’hut could have been a very ser.ous

• ™ . Jota ° « d^-
nan Itcu toca; Government.
His ontwnent. It was his opponents 

.s» \RC who went to court to get the th'?- f restrain me from swearing-in 
s- ,-f., ■- > i- the SDPandbec.use

--.as
“ sphere of several mal-practices.

S- •e!uslookattl*s^»<’"ir^

s .n the state is

cuinnuii.ee
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at the Pales- 
the interview.

TSM.
When ISM arrived 
ian Embassy for

HE picture of 
an average Palestinian, painted by the 
Western media is that of a hot headed 
and blood thirsty terrorist or hijacker. 
But the actual truth appears far from 
the myth. The Palestinians arc basi­
cally victims of an irreconcilable con- 

■ flict of interests between the Jews and 
the Palestinians over the former 
British Mandated Territory of Pales­
tine.

Since the Jewish state of Israel was 
carved out of Palestine on May 1948, 
the region has never been the same 
again. Sectarian and racial conflict 
erupted. This led to the mass expul­
sion of the entire Palestinian popula­
tions from areas given to the Jewish 
state. It also resulted in Israel’s occu­
pation of territories, surrounding her 
designated land, leading to acts of ter­

rorism against the people in these ter­
ritories. A million of these people be­
came refugees, scattered around the 
Middle East and beyond. The plight

He equally quarelled against the Is­
raeli envoy's remarks on the history of 
Palestine, the building of Jerusalem 
and Israel's stand on racism. "They (Is­
rael) even supported apartheid," baker 
asserted, while extracting a book on 
the subject, as if to support his state­
ment. Indeed UN’s Resolution337-9 
equated Zionism with racism because 
both apartheid and Zionism are based 
on conceptions of racial supremacy 
and ‘God given’ rights to control lands 
to which the bearers of the two sys-

to push Israel lo the sea!

I Baker was already waiting expec- 
jtantly, armed with books and docu- 
Jments at the ready, to prove any point 
he was about to make. The TSM 
publication in question was also piled 
atop his busy desk, which he made re­
peated glances at whenever referring 
to an issue, contained in the magazine 
— which he finally pulled out. "We 
never intended to push Israel to the 
seal" he explained.

EXCLUSIVE!__________________ ~~

Palestinian envoy hits 
back at Israel

and despair of Palestinians who are 
now homeless and stateless, is the 
bone of contention between the Arabs 
and Israelis.

It was not surprising then, that the 
Palestinian Ambassador to Nigeria, 
Samir Baker, who is also the Dean of 
the Diplomatic Corps in Nigeria called 
on TSM to arrange an interview which 
would correct some impressions 
about life in Palestine and the evolu­
tion of the Palestinian peoples, among 
other issues. Baker’s request, was 
largely a reaction against alleged mis­
conceptions and distortions of histor­
ical facts, levelled by the Israeli Ambas­
sador to Nigeria, Moshe Gilboa, pub-

7- .1- PilJpstiniflll lished in the Vol 6. No. 21 edition of

^■■iieli human rights vio­
lations and their attempts 
at distortions.
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Has Israel committed more atrocities in 
the Occupied Territories since last year?

Yes this is a daily occurrence. Yes­
terday (4 March), the Israeli military’, 
attacked a school in Jerusalem, seri­
ously injuring 12 Palestinian children. 
And in the past 10 days. Palestinians 
have been besieged by the Israeli 
military. Then, last week, the Israeli 
authorities destroyed 50 houses in the 
Gaza strip, rendering 50 families 
homeless. They used heavy artilleries 
such as rockets, in the attack. These 

| incidents are the daily lot of the Pales­
tinians in the Occupied Territories.

I I The situation has been worsening 
I since Yitzhak Rabin became the Prime 
. Minister. They even go as far as uproot- 

; ing economic trees, confiscating land
I I and bringing Jews to settle in the Oc- 
i | cupied Territories.

Why has the situation in the Occupied 
I Territories worsened since Rabin came to 
I power?

You cannot judge the man. Rabin 
I was expected to do something to 
I achieve peace, yet what he does is bad. 
I They still talk peace, yet their practice 
I is different to what they say.

Despite UN Resolutions, they are not 
I ready to accept the Palestinians.

This is why there is no progress. Israel 
J is yet to

Palestine, this century, are of Euro-!
...oiuiy — by pean and Russian races. It is just not ’ was no Palestine. logical for the Israelis to claim that 

nai community they were in Palestine 3.000 years ago. 
wed anymore about Even the names is not as it was then. 
Palestinians have

area-- s° there 
5tate ")- The 

>» 63 BC.
already 

■ name 
there • 

arrival 
‘ -solu.

Were i 
total i

Jeanie to

because i 
■j- in,° the

mean as we rejected 
■ons. we have lost our 
1970s and 1980s we

t we recog- 
the near. , -”1 and are w illing to 

Moshe Gilboa a>CS on thest basis.
°“s assertion ,h S° made erTone- 
Jerusalem tk- ‘ kinB David built up 
Canaanites h,^S Is not true. The 

. BC- "t fell unrt'1' derusalem in 1.000 
J’ears later ff 7 David's control. 800 
°Paedia Brin. y U check the Encyc- 

Cncyclopaed'i and Ihe Jewish 
tenceoftl . ^ey admit the exis- 
I?re the arrival 5’iCrUsalcm',on8 be'

he Pa'estiniMs a?aVad ‘° G,e plaCe' 
b a** descendants of

bombed.
Palestinian people. And they do this 
mainly by distorting history — by 
claiming that there was no Palestii 
The international comm.— 
should not be decie\
the fact that the Pare —.w
been living where they are (including 
the area that is presently the Jew ish 
State of Israeli for the past six to seven 
thousand years. The Israelites came to 
Palestine in 1.000 BC and ruled parts 
of it for 73 years. And afte- • 
fought with each c” 
period Israel remained 
was less than 200 years __ _ .
years ago. And today, they « 
claiming that there is no Tnlcsu 
and no Palestinians. Although Pah 
tine was invaded by many ra 
Greeks. Byzantines and Romans, 
latter did not give the land to Palestii. 
as the Israeli ambassador claims. Tht 
Palestinians were there 
not logical for the Israeli 
to talk about the issue in the 
likes. Even in the Bible, the 1 
nians are mentioned. And the land 
Canaan is mentioned.

Moshe Gilboa made many contradic­
tions. saying the Palestinians came 
w’ith the Islamic invasion (Gilboa 
stated that "The Arabs came through 
the Arab conquest. after the 
emergence of Islam from Saudi 
Arabia^..When the Arabs come they 
lived in what was already named Pales­
tine. After the Palestinian invasi. 
from the Arabian P**”:-~ - 
started inhabiting thi* 
was never a __
Romans came to Palestii 
But before that 
the Philistines who 
of the land. Palestine 
in 1.200 BC. before 
of any Hebrew. Even till 
tions ce -----
not more than 6 perccr...

. ~ . population of Palestine,recognise the rights of tn The remaining Jews that

,ns ,n '■>--'77777-^-

terns are newcomers. Apartheid South 
Africa and Israel also have close links 
historically, ideologically, commer­
cially and militarily.

But an area of deep concern between 
Israel and Palestinian, is the atrocities 
committed in the Occupied Ter­
ritories. A Palestinian Libewration Or­
ganisation (PLO) press release showed 
that, since 1987 to the end of last year. 
Israel has killed 1.389 Palestinians 
and injured 126.193 more, causing a 
further 3.366 foetal deaths. Israel is 
also allegedly carrying out its version 
of ethnic cleansing. For instance. 95 
percent of Palestinian homes and 
properties in Jaffa was confiscated to ,sraefe a(s0 a(lack^—“ 
make way for Jew’s, and the disposses- 
sed Palestinians now live in refugee 
camps. Palestinian experts and re­
searchers in the Occupied Territories 
also charged that Israel collects annu 
ally, over 1.220 million dollars in taxes 
fines and other fees from Palestinians, 
used to finance the occupation, and 
fatten Israel s coffers. New terror tac 
tics bv Israel, at the end of last
year — according to the PLO release— 
include the dropping of explosives on 
Palestinian civilians by Israeli military 
helicopters overflying areas of high

Palestinian concentration. The inter 
view continues:

and not uccausc we wanted to drive 
the Jew’s into the sea as they claim- 
But it does not mcar 
the 1947 Resolutions.
rights. Since the 197us and 

—>- have been emphasising that ex.e raiestinian invasion nise Resolution 181 — J Arabian Peninsula, they jointhepeace.-."- 
abiting this area.... so therr*

Palestinian
ine 

date.
gave the i 

were 1 
the e:

— tlie Re: 
of 1947 and 1917. the Jews 1 
cre 3 percent of the t

The Palestinians did not leave their cotin i 
try since the dawn of history’, until I 
1948 w hen many of them were de-1 
ported and Jew s, particularly from the ruia after, they former Soviet Union,came and settled

other. The total on the confiscated land, 
nod in Palestine And after that, they (the Israelites) 
rars This is 3.000 say there was no Palestine. But Pales 
oday. they are tine is recognised by the whole world. 

Palestine And even the UN I * 1947,

which is considered the birth certifi­
cate of Israelzpartitioned Palestine into 
two states: for the Jews and the Pales­

tinians. And when Israel applied to be 
a member of the UN. it was on condi­
tion that they abide by the partition 
Resolution 181. it is true that th« 
Palestinians at that time rejected it.be­
cause they did not want the county 
divided. They wanted to live democrat­
ically with the Jews, in one state.
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You enjoyed that meal... every 
delicious mouthful... you wondered 
what made that delightful 
difference... What made that meal 
so uniquely satisfying...
MAGGI CHICKEN... gives your 
cooking real Chicken flavour and 
taste...
MAGGI CHICKEN... shouldn't do 
without it.

The meal tastes deliciously 
different. We say... 
MAGGI CHICKEN

MAGGI CHICKEN... A Special taste in every dish.
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400 deportees, while other Arab States ap­
pear to accept the continuation of talks?

We will not participate in peace talks 
unless all the deportees are returned

I and therefore is still at the beginning 
I of negotiations, we appreciate that fact

We hope the Americans will apply fair­
ness and justice, in dealing with the 
issues, instead of seeing Israel as an o— uu v..~- ~ -
exceptional case. Israel must abide by the deportee problem e jt. pr< 
UN resolutions and charter. rMcn«Hnu. - *~cnlv

The Palestinians are trying their 
best to take advantage of the oppor­
tunities in a new world where many 
changes are taking place. We have 
reacted positively to the peace efforts 
and have made many concessions to 
let the peace process begin in Madrid. 
Why did the PLO reject further talks on the 
Middle East peace process, because of the mediately, 
dfin Honnrtnnc urhl'ln nfhnr C... Dvil’l JUU UIU1K ISFUCI WO J H* w _ .Lp

deporting the 400 Palestinians aner 
death of an Israeli soldier?

Daily, the Palestinians are being kil-

thc Canaanites. They (the Palesti­
nians) have been there since Abraham 
came to the land. Even Moses told the 
Jews when he was leading them out of 
Pharaoh's Egypt. "I am taking you to 
a great country built in a great way." 
So Palestine is one of the ancient civilisa­
tions in the world.

Today Jerusalem has been par­
titioned. The old city, which was oc­
cupied in 1967 by Israel, is part 
of the West Bank. The Palestinians are 
in the majority here. In this part, which 
used to be called East Jerusalem, the 
Israelis built some settlements and 
brought Jews to the city.

Where did the Palestinians who were 
forced out of Israel go?

They were taken to refugee camps in 
Syria. Jordan, Lebanon and so on. 
These were the Palestinians who were 
driven out to make way for So viet 
Jews. The forced deportations occur­
red after the 1948 and 1967 Arab-Is­
raeli war.

Why does the West continue to support 
Israel?

The US is dealing with Israel in a spec­
ial way. and gives it all assistance.

The reasons include the influence of 
the Jewish lobby in the US. There in­
terests arc economic and strategic. 
Economic because of the vital discov­
ery of oil in the Gulf Region, which is 

I all very close to Palestine. Strategic, 
because it was then competing with 
the former Eastern bloc.

With the collapse of the Eastern bloc, and 
the change in the US administration, do you 
think, the US will look at Middle East Issues, 
more favourably to the Palestinians, in the 
future?

We arc watching developments.
There has been a visit of the US Secret- If Israel cannoteveh £”z-31’
ary ofState. to the region. Wc hope they lively to the minor >sS nO'f,cod,r 
will be able to bring peace and stability ported Palestinians. the0 ore .e f&'i, 
to the region. Although, wc understand be serious to talk on ttlC
that Clinton's administration is new. cated issue such as tt,C ->------ u—.- ..... . peace talks? have leg‘ 

problem and they want il|eg rf 
the deportation, which .
against the UN charter- 

“ 5“f 
ress.Butiftheyfailtosolve wantS 
cannot be achieved. B1*' tt,ey have 
convince the US by saying (jep°r'
done something in allowing rest
tees to return, while accepting; ca„.
after one year. But UN Resold dQllble 
not be done piecemeal —this ab the 
standard on the part of Israel 
deportees must be returne

Don't you think Israel was Pr0V0J^ .

tions which state th^ jii1*1' 
hack all the deportee®’

If Israel cannot c',C^sl,co^' ‘ 

will be able to bring peace and stability ported Palestinians, th^f 01°^ 
„.there«i..n Althmiah wennderafanH 1>» —‘

ritories at all levels: economic-*^ 
'‘care. education and so on. for 
five years, schools and university 
the Occupied Territories have

Continued on



Fola Richie Adewusi

very hostile because she 
the mother was just 

..cr unnecessarily not 
was ignorant of

the boarding school that was 
about menstruation once 

out there was a flow of blood 
° her vagina, rushed but

ment ol breast, broader hips and the 
beginning of menstruation.

All these physical changes have a 
great effect on the psychological de­
velopment of the adolescent The abil­
ity to adjust to these changes varies 
from one child to another and also de­
pend on the kind of support the teen­
agers get This period is a very’ sensitive 
one and they are easily influenced by 
situations around them.

A child of ten noticing that hair has 
started growing in her pubic region 
once told the mother and the mother's 
reaction was to have it shaved im­
mediately because she u’as too young 
to start growing hair. The girl chal­
lenged her why? Since she too has, but 
the mother even though a nurse told 
her it is abnormal for her to have 
started growing hair at that stage. Since

Teen star. Kola Masha & Mum...closeness is it!

How well do youkno\
then the child has been withdrawn, 
cannot play freely with her mates so 
that they will not discover the so called 
abnormality in her. The mother though 
later informed that the fact that she was 
16 years old before she started growing 
hair does not mean her daughter must 
be, as old because of improved nutri­
tion. If the mother had not been told to 
go and disabuse the girt's mind over her 
body, by the time the girl finds out that 

she was afterall not abnormal, her reac­
tion might be---- ' ‘
might think 
frightening her 
knowing the mother 
the actual facts.

A girl in " ' 
not told 
found 
coming out _______ ________________ - 

THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE. MARCH 21. 199L

JUS! 
n't understand what is wrong with 
;s boy! He's so stubborn and does 
t take to correction." This girl is now 
quarrelsome and aggressive. She 

s also not been performing .yell in 
tool lately. I don't know what her 
□blent is." At least I try to make them 
□Portable. If these children think 
-y can misbehave anytime, they are 
gpr a tough time." 
~hese and many more are some of 

expressions coming from parents 
-r their adolescent children. Have 

really bothered to sit down with 
e kids to find out what exactly is 

opening to them? Do you think you 
continue to beat good behaviours 

“ f your adolescents? This can only 
them to be more hostile. How then 
vou getthe be5t out of your adoles- 

~Z?ft is only by getting to know 
understand what they are going 

^u'gh and being able to identify with 

=n adolescent is a boy or a girl be- 
“ a.he period of childhood and 
—u od According to World Health 

-Ration (WHO) they are people be- 
SOl5tfes 10-19 years. This period is 
=n ag t Js a'hy it is regarded as 
=ta -iion period (not transition to 
=inS,» though) but social develop- 

r6the individual. The physical 
* ° [ believe we are all familiar 
=ges h changes as broad shoulder. 
— SU^rth all over the body, cracking 
MgrQn'u‘ production of sperm in 
—ice ^Hsalsogrowthofpubichair 

under the armpit. develop
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that most parents start to wonder wha_ 
exactly happened to change that bab— 
of "yesterday.'’

" ’ *7
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Pola Richie-Adewusi is the author of Theii 
Tomorrow Today" — A practical approach 
‘o coping with ADOLESCENTS

These changes trigger-off the pro­
duction of different hormones in thena 
and affect their emotions. Sometimes 
they are excited and happy at othea 
times they are moody and want to quar­
rel with everybody. Unless parents try- 
to understand that it is the influence 
of these changes on their emotions 
that is making them react in these 
ways, there will continue to be con­
flicts. It is said that during childhood 
the personality of the individual is or­
ganized because the child is largely de­
pendent on parents but during adoles­
cence. the personality gets disor­
ganised because of the different values 
the environment is presenting to them.

It is the adolescents perception of all 
these values that they will use to re-or­
ganise their personality. They can them 
come out as a responsible or irrespon­
sible individual depending on the sup­
port they get At this point in their lives 
they need a lot of support, so parents 
have to be around to help them sort 
themselves out’ This can only happen 
if the parents have established a good 
rapport with their children earlier on. 
If not, after sometimes they will start 
depending on their peers alone for in­
formation on how to cope with these 
changes because the peers are easily 
accessible and are probably going 
through the same phase as them.

. Lack of privacy in their effort to ad­
just to the changes taking place in their 

odies sometimes make them react in 
nostile manner. The double standard 

° Parents also confuse them as to how 
ad r?late to others in society too. Some 

descents turn to social deviants just 
om?1 attenti°n from their parents. Sh-

Ung on them or abusing them most 
r^es do not yield the desired result It 
urther alienates them.

AH these are just a few pointers to 
guide us to understanding our adoles­
cents. There is no rigid rule as to how 
to deal with every adolescent Each 
child has his/her own characteristics 
which parents should look for in order 
to know how to approach them as indi­
viduals. We should take a second look 
at our adolescents and our own be­
haviour to them so that we might be 
able to help them get through this stage 
successfully.

-that adolescent of yours
cents find solace in other peonle es‘ 
£ov°nofsone would no™^ «£pn

The adjustment to all these ch, 
that sort of spring on the unsusneeH " 
teenagers make them react in differ8 
wavs. Sometimes when thev I«r.unt 
themselves and realize that th* at 
as tall as their father or 
have all the phystcal features that th 
have, they want to believe that thevhey 
now mature. But the parents still ir . 
them as children. This creates a in, } 
confusion in them. They will then w»°! 
to assert themselves by experimenting 
with things that adults do just to Dro"8 
that they are mature and the result u 
usually disastrous. It is at this point

. bathroom naked and terrified wan- 
^lcy managed to ^urt diem- 

Without feeling any pain. The 
rabarrassment has different effect on 
ic individual and the ability to adjust

uiffer.Another boy once told me his first 
inX?R rience of ’wCt dreams.' He woke up 
in tne morning to find something like 
Pap all over him and was asking his 
uJLn.!Or Mothers who poured pap on him 
wniie sleeping? The father heard but 
l°id him to shut up instead of explain- 
rag to him what happened. Of course, 
the boy was still worried and was trying 
2?. persuade his brothers to tell him 

no Poured pap on him when an uncle 
° his, a medical doctor came in, heard 
"hat was gojng on and Jater expiajned 
o him. Since then, that uncle has been 
ls confidant on issues relating to sex-

71
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Healar For
Haemorrhoids

Good news for all! Ahab — Chem Lid., a 
sister company of APM worldwide penulti­
mate Tuesday introduced to the Press a new 
drug "HEALAR~ for the complete cur e of 
haemorrhoids; an affliction commonly refer­
red to as pile.

Top officials of the conglomerate which in­
cluded from left S.C. Nwaozuzu (Manager,

Pir, e shou>“ from left. Alero Etoromi. Old 
and Ekpo Udoma. 

Ceremony anager' shortly after the signing

Ride On Ajayi Ar,p^lir"f'e 
The Art and Object Gallery recently signed <Uu

Olu Ajayi, an ebullient man and a leading lh°

Afrab Chem. Ltd.), D. Foudch (Executive Di­
rector); Mazen Mahafzah (Senior Marketing 
manager Africa APM and AU Jaber (Group 
Product Manager APM). were all present to 
educate the press on the advantage of the 
new product.

This is hoping that HEALAR will be the 
long-awaited answer to millions of Nigerians 
suffering from varying degrees of
haemorrhoids.

HEALAR which is purely he rbal ujill be 
availabe soon in the form of suppositories 
and ointment.

Uforo Is Born
UfORO an Akira Ibom Beiler Life Magazine 
was recently launched in Uyo. Akwa 
Ibom State. The magazine is a baby of 
Obonganwan Imoh Isemin. wife of Akwa 
Ibom State governor and chairperson of the 
better life programme in the state. Il came 
into existence after months of ruminating 
over the unfair fate of rural women in the 
state and possible means of documenting 
their illustriousness and contributions to­
wards the development of society. The first 
desire of CJforo magazine therefore is to duly 
acknowledge the contributions of this silent 
majority, document their ingenuity and give 
them the pride of place they deserve. The 
magazine which is at the quarterly 
and decidedly rural in focus is intended to 
expand in readership and target audience to 
other states of Nigeria and overseas by in­
creasing the scope of coverage. Already links 
have been established with Akwa Ibom com­
munities in London and New York to sell the 
magazine.

In terms of content, the maiden edition of 
CJforo magazine is rich. Issues as health, 
food, business, interviews, personality profile 
so on were discussed.

The magazine is multi lingual, comprising 
English and Ibibio language usages. The En­
glish is simple and easy to understand while 
the Ibibio language makes the rural woman 
Involved since she is able to understand the 
content

In terms of production quality the 
magazine is rich. This also leads us to the 
crucial Issue of profitability since the cooer 
price Is N20.
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Lanre is a lecturer of Mathematics al 
Federal College of Education (Technical)— 
Akoka, Lagos; while charming Omolara 
self-employed — (confectionary and catering services).

Here's wishing them many more years to- 
gether. ___ , _

Mike Adenuga 
Elected!

//Y recognition of his wealth of experience, 
Mike Adenuga Jnr. (Dr.), the ebullient chair­
man of Consolidated Oil Limited was re­
cently e lecled into the Board of Newswatch 
Communications Ltd. It was a unanimous 
decisional a meeting of the board held re­
cently; bringing the number of directors of 
the company to eight.Adenuga Jnr. 39, was educated in the 
United Stales. He studied Business Adminis­
tration at North Western Stale University. 
Alva Aklahoma and Pace University. New 
York. Since he returned to Nigeria, he has 
gone in to commerce, manufacturing, real 
estate, banking and oil.Here s wishing Mike more greeze to his el­
bows!

k

[abel Aduer.
— e^3then

h#n* 
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u>ero„'in< S,udl° Manager; Chined 
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•‘L'3'1 „ .adlna bell rang recently for

Zeen Church. Ebute Metta.
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