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BRUTALITY is not a matter of frontiers or racial 
divisions. The inefficient and rough executions of 13 
former men of power in Liberia do not compare with the 
mass murders of Buchenwald, the flash killing of hundreds 
of thousands at Hiroshima, the napaiming of Vietnam 
villages, the atrocities on both sides in the Spanish civil war, 
the outrages of Amin, and so on.

But brutality has, nevertheless, to be condemned, even if 
it is done “in the cause of the people" and even if the people 
suffering the brutality were not plaster saints.

It is being said repeatedly in Monrovia that the men of 
the Tolbert regime were not respecters of human rights: 
that people were beaten and killed in prison or shot in the 
street by police: that there is a sort of brutality in the 
exploitation of the masses by the few and by corruption 
itself. This may be true. But one would hope that a regime 
opposing all this would itself be primarily a respecter of 
human rights and human dignity. The reality needs to be 
spelt out in detail. The executions were not the result of 
trials that were fair by normal standards. They were held by 
a military tribunal of five officers. No thorough pre-trial 
investigation was mounted: bank accounts were not 
examined, for instance and no witnesses were called All 
that happened was that the accused were cross-examined 
and were allowed to make statements. There were no 
defence lawyers. The executions themselves were 
performed in a way that totally disregarded the human 
dignity of the people executed: this may seem a superfluous 
point — the men die anyway But it is not. In the shooting of 
armed robbers that used to take place regularly at Bar 
Beach, Lagos, the men were not pushed around roughly 
and jeered at. A man of God came to pray with them in

their last moments The execution squad was disciplined 
and efficient. Tilings were different at the beach at Barclay 
Training Centre, Monrovia. (For a 
Matchct, page 729.)

The executions will discourage corruption, but it would 
be absurd to think they will eliminate it. They will also stir 
sectional hatreds — almost all the executed were 
Americo-Liberians — and encourage an indiscriminate 
hatred for the rich and successful (which is not the same 
thing as striving for a fairer distribution of income). Some 
people may decry as bourgeois such things as respect for 
the forms of legality, respect for the old and the frail, 
respect for all human life, and respect for the dead. In fact, 
a revolution needs these things too: they are necessary 
everywhere if life is to be anything but nasty, brutish and 
short. />

Specifically, one of Liberia’s problems at the moment is 
curbing the lawlessness of soldiers who are heavily armed 
and no longer feel obliged to obey their officers. The 
executions will not have helped: Master Sergeant Samuel 
K. Doe, at a press conference last week said that the 
revolution would not itself solve any problems, but it would 
provide an opportunity to build a nation without 
discrimination in which undue special privileges were 
eliminated; he promised that when things began to go right, 
the soldiers would return to the barracks “where we 
belong”. In reply to a question he said there would be 
elections, but did not indicate any date: they had first to 
“accomplish our mission".

The head of state stressed the fact that the People’s 
Redemption Council, which is composed entirely of 
soldiers and is the supreme authority in the land, was 
working hand in hand with a Cabinet composed mainly of 
civilians. The experience of other African nations has 
shown that it is not easy to move on from military to civilian 
government. It has also shown that it is easier to sieze 
power than to exercise it, easier to point out the inequalities 
and unfairnesses of life than to devise ways in which these 
are diminished.

The Liberian economy is in a crisis and all the high 
talents of men such as Dr. Togba-Nah Tipoteh, the new 
Minister of Economic Planning, will be needed if it is to be 
rescued. One of the effects of the executions will be a 
frightening away of foreign confidence and capital.

Master Sergeant Doe came to power on a wave of 
popular support. The danger is that it will become soured if 
no benefits become apparent soon. Executions stir strong 
emotions but may produce hangovers in the end. Every 
government announcement ends with the words “in the 
cause of the people, the struggle continues”. The struggle is 
going to be long and hard, and the cause of the people may 
prove difficult to define.
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ie OAU appear

)n itself to
Id Marshal

•han the long-distance intervention of 
French paratroopers and Belgian troops in 
•he Shaba province of Zaire in 197S. XX hen 
one compares the intense lobbying by US

sy°<et

obvious signs of this connection with the 
home of apartheid were hastily removed 
from the capital and flights of South African 
aircraft temporarily suspended.

The chairmanship was originally 
conceived as more ceremonial than 
anything, but has gradually assumed greater 
political importance as succeeding heads of 
state have used it as a platform for their 
current concerns. Such was the case last 
v'*arwhen President Nimeiry of Sudan was

the chair, taking the OAU principle of 
•he inviolability of frontiers to the limit by 
trv>nn «^anise a round condemnation of

an intervention in Uganda. The

PRESIDENT WILLIAM TOLBERT was 
the first OAU Chairman to die in office in 
the organisation’s 17-year history, and 
under normal circumstances, a new 
Liberian Head of State, might automati­
cally step into the role. However, there has 
been talk in Addis Ababa and now Lagos, 
that Master Sergeant Samuel Doe first has year 
to gain official recognition from the OAU in 11 
Heads of State. The new Head of State is the invioiaon 
personally in no doubt that he automatically trying to orga 
picks up where the late President Tolbert the Tanzania! -c------ --
left off — he has already described himself case w as unbalanced to start w ith. President 
ac --------Nyerere rightly complained that blatant

incursion by Ugandan soldiers into 
Tanzania with attendant brutalities meted 
out to civilians had gone without 
condemnation. But when Tanzania took it 
upon itself to spearhead the overthrow of 
Field Marshal Amin, generally agreed to be 
a tyrant of near genocidal proportions, the 
principles of the OAU began to look 
decidely selective and opportunistic in 
application.

However, the question of the OAU 
eventually points to political impotence 
and immobility. There was no better 
example ofthe near irrelevance of the OAU 

>r than the lone-disi.->n<-«» intnrv.»n«;«"

-0

left off — he has already described 
as Chairman of the OAU. and when asked 
by a journalist if he felt himself qualified for 
the position, he simply answered "yes”.

Criticism or plain contradiction of Master 
Sergeant Doe’s confident assertion begs 
questions as to what qualifications are 
required for this august position. In recent 
years, one can point to three chairmanships 
which aroused some controversy. There 
was former President Field Marshal Idi 
Amin Dada in 1975. generally considered 
to have an embarrassing amount of blood 
on his hands, and ridiculous statements to 
his name. There was some talk of avoiding 
having him as OAU Chairman, but the 
"murderous buffoon" still had his year 
presiding over the deliberations of Africa’s 
leaders.

There was also

Ramgoolamin 1976. President ofthe island and Soviet diplomats over the impcndi 
of Mauritius whose economy gets a boost OAU vote on Cuban intervention 
from the South African tourist trade and Angola in 1975. to the relative non-event 
therefore South African capital investment this "reconquest and paciT  
as well. It was said at the time that the most Zaire, the problems of the 

 . .... ^11 their seriousness.
After all. the guiding inspiration of I 

OAU has always been the goal of unit 
Yet. the only "bloc" in Africa worth talb 
about in terms of continental diploma.-) 
the one comprising of West and Cenlr 
African francophone countries, which la 
up with various "moderate”counlriessu 
as Morocco and Egypt (lackeys of I 
imperialism, as some would have it). Atth 
time, it was Tanzania and Nigeria ut 
issued the clearest condemnations of th 
Franco-Belgian intervention.

Bui consider again the Israeli "raid < 
Entebbe” which had some help from th 
Kenyan Government, and the Gem­

raid on Mogadishu", this time with he': 
from the Somali authorities. The OAU*a 
forced by the Angola and Zaire cases t 
agree on the right of sovereign nations l 
call to their particular friends for help.Nr 
only does this have domestic implication 
but also potential influence on eventsr 
neighbouring countries. For instance 
Guinea provides a praetorian guard fc 
President Siaka Stevens of Sierra Lcoa 
and helped to police the streets of Monrovt 
after the April 14. 1979 events Befon 
Master Sergeant Doe’s coup of April I2lb 

ir. the inclusion of Guinea in the Man; 
.er Union had an unspoken ’ security’ 

‘ conscious aspect.
i Master Sergeant Doe has posed i 
; problem that is bigger than just a questr.i 

of the O/XU chairmanship He represents 
spectre that confronts several AfrkJ 
Heads of State who either came to ponff 
also by coup d'etat, or spend much oftbtf 
time guarding against it. Apart from!-' 
coup having resulted in the death of J 
President, other august Heads of St# 
might feel demeaned to rub shouldersw- 
a mere Master Sergeant, who has note's 
promoted himself

The OAU Secretary-General. M. tdc^ 
Kodjo. has expressed on behalf of his st’ 
great sorrow at President Tolbert’s deaf 
and. before the executions took place- 
pleaded for fair trials and clemency. H 
stressed this was not to be interpretedt 
intervention in Liberia’s internal afTuinW 
as a humanitarian gesture. There art 
populations of several African countries 
who could equally benefit from stri 
humanitarian concern.

I This is not a case of flippant idealist 
Injustice should be recognised in all its 
forms and either wholly approved or 
condemned. The dominant practice, 
however, is to condone social injustice by 
means of apologia on behalf of the “powers 
that be" whose good intentions are always 
presumed. History suggests that injustice 
breeds injustice, and the fault lies with 
successive perpetrators. Let tears be shed 
for handfuls of prominent perpetrator'vic- 
tims, but also for the millions of victims who 
will never be powerful or prominent 
Humanitarianism should not be for a few 
individuals alone.
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As the First World War was drawing to 
a close, the issue of Germany's African

IT 
two que 

reply to a French television man hi

seemed
Dennis, the respected ex-Fore1"' 
and Richard Henries, the e.x-Sp< 
surely too old al 72. There was no 
information Then a man with a spade came 
and paced out places for more stakes. A 
lorry arrived w ith five poles — as big as tree 
trunks So now there were nine posts, and 
nine names to be juggli

A crowd was gather! 
back to the gates by s

THE PRESS CONFERENCE by Master 
Sergeant Doe was a disappointment. He 
was in battledress, with a floppy camouflage 
hat and carrying a ceremonial sword He 
was without the sunglasses he wore in 
published photographs He is a slight man. 
looking younger than his 28 years. He read 
a short statement about the reasons for the 
Revolution of April 12' and then 

consented to answer only two questions. In 
....... he said that

others.
Closer inspection revealed that there 

were 13 men in the bus — all the men who 
had been tried except Johnny McClain, the 
young former Information Minister Noone 
explained why he was left out. 13 men and 
nine stakes — would there be two sessions, 
people asked with some incredulity.

After a long wait the bus was driven down 
to the stakes, and nine men pulled out, their 

»gled. shirts removed and stood against the poles,
vnng and w as pushed Four men remained in the bus, watching. A 
y soldiers The press, long piece of green rope was used to lie each

which was looking 
was encouraged toci 
hundreds of soldiers by this time, many in a 
state of excitement, waving guns about and An execution ? 
shooting. A bus was suddenly visible, awkwardly forw. 
surrounded by soldiers and with men inside, and t he photogr. 
Old men. grey and taut, unshaven and in and silence called 
T-shirts and ill-fitting trousers. It was was f 
difficult to recognise the usually remainci 
immaculately-suited Reginald Townsend, c 
formerly National Chairman of the True v 
Whig Party, Clarence Parker, 
businessman and Treasurer of the |

AT TH E EN D of a press conference by the 
Head of State. Master Sergeant Samuel K. 
Doe. we were told there was to be an 
execution and the foreign press was 
expected to attend

Al the Barclay Training Centre — a 
barnicks near the centre of Monrovia — 
there were four large posts stuck in the 
ground near the beach which had been used 
the week before for the execution of four 
soldiers found looting and robbing. As we . , .............. -. .... -----
waited m the sun rumours flew. Some said Whig Party, Clarence Parker, big bullets. u hv ih,. v a r
there were to be more robbers killed. More businessman and Treasurer of the party. There was a g y outers, 
likely it seemed to be four of the 14 Tolbert James T. Phillips. cx-Financc Minister, and echoed by the crow c .an much 
men tried by a military tribunal. But which others. stamping around and waving ofguns m the
four? Frank Tolbert, the elder brother. Closer inspection revealed that there air. The remaining ‘-J-brought

probable but surely not Cecil were 13 men in the bus — all the men who out of the bus. Four ics ere shoved 
the respected ex-Foreign Minister had been tried except Johnny McClain, the aside and they were s oo in ron o stakes. 

r:e::. -Speaker, was young former Information Minister Noone They were not bou a mgs were 
at 72. There was no explained why he was left out. 13 men and mercifully briefer, oo e as ere to offer 

any prayers for the dying. Master Sergeant 
Doe has called for a week of prayers for his 
regime. My camera jammed at the start. I 
was glad, as pointing a camera was like 
participating in the obscenity.

As we left another burst of firing was 
heard as other soldiers took the opportunity 
to pour bullets into the dead bodies.

A LITTLE RESEARCH into some of the 
oldest issues of West Africa throws a 
fascinating light on Liberia, and in 
particular Master Sergeant Doe's 
announcement that April 12 would be 

lalified for such a job. "Yes", said Master commemorated henceforth as Indepcn- 
.■rgeant Doe. and added nothing. The dencc Day, 
inference gave no opportunity to learn ' ......................

anything about the new Liberian leader.

attempts had been made to arrest Tolbert 
but. as he had resisted, he had to be shot. 
The man who did the shooting was Harrison 
Pennue — then Corporal, now Colonel. 
Brian Barron of BBC Television, asked, as 
the Head of State was introduced as 
"Chairman of the OAU" whether he was 
qual 
Serf 
cor

1 WATCHED one of the 14 trials before 
the five man military tribunal that preceded 
the executions. The accused was Frank A. 
Stewart, former Budget Director, a large 
man looking unshaven, dirty and 
bewildered. The proceedings were in a 
noisy barracks hall, open to the press but 
not the public.

Mr. Stewart was courteously questioned 
by the officers. He sounded convincing as 
he explained that he never had policy 
making powers — he did what he was told 
and he had never handled any actual 
government money. He was less convincing 
when explaining how he came to own four 
houses, a supermarket. 28 city lots and a 
farm. Like most of the accused he tried to 
ingratiate himself by condemning the 
Tolbert corruption "This coup has been 
long overdue," he said. When the time 
came to execute him the next day they tied 
the rope painfully around his huge stomach.

in turn. This was done roughly, the men 
pushed about and a boot being used.

Frank Tolbert had collapsed and was 
slumped in his bonds. Richard Henries, thin 
and frail, was also drooping forward, a 
soldier jerked his head back. I watched 
Cecil Dennis, standing tall and calm, 
succeeding in maintaining some dignity 
against all the odds.

An execution squad of 13 was marched 
■ uard. The milling soldiers 

ire pushed back 
the order to fire 

given. Incredibly Cecil Dennis 
lcl,u,.ned standing calm and tall. His 
executioner had missed. At the second 
volley he crumpled, his face smashed by
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territories and their administration arose a 
the same time as the ideas for a League cw 
Nations or some such international bod) T 
was in the context of this discussion tha- 
ideas began to be put forward for a typed 
international administration of Africa.

In mid-1917 the British Labour Party.k 
its conference, had the following propose 
to make: "With regard to the Coloniesd 
the several belligerents in Tropical Africa 
from sea to sea (north of the Zambesi Rise 
and South of the Sahara Desert), the 
Conference disclaims all sympathy with the 
Imperialist idea that these should form th 
booty of any nation, should be exploitedfcr 
thc profit of the capitalist or used for ih 
promotion of the militarist aims d 
government. In view of the fact that 11 & 
impractical here to leave the variou 
peoples suggested to their own destinies th- 
Conference suggests that in the interestsd 
humanity would be best served by the fu. 
and frank abandonment by all belligerent 
of any dreams of an African Empire, th 
transfer of all the present Colonics ol th: 
European Powers in Tropical Atria 
together with the nominally independtr. 
Liberia (italics added), to the profXK. 
Supernational Authority or League a 
Nations . .” (H'csr Africa. August If. 
1917)

The Liberian Minister in London, Mr. J 
Crommelin. was moved to reply in thoc 
columns in the following issue that “Hist 
little high-handed of any individual political 
party, anywhere, to attempt to decide win’ 
is to happen to any country after the war 
especially a country which, after all, it 
independent." The Minister claimed thi’ 
citizens from all over the world were safer 
Liberia and that the country had paid it- 
recent debts after an adjustment of its 
finances. He also suggested that the Laba? 
Party underestimated the opposition th;? 
would arise in the United States to the? 
proposal. He concluded: “Nobody has)(? 
discovered the laws or conditions uht? 
produce genius, but I need hardly remit! 
you that very small nations have given totfr 
world very great men and women. If bbem 
sets to work and pr J-*~
whereby honest capital • 
investment (which can 
injuring the rights of the people or allowing 
monopoly), who knows whether in th! 
future she may not supply men and 
institutions making for the benefit of Africa 
as a whole?”

In the columns of IVew Africa. IU 
Minister’s feelings were something of alow 
cry. For. in the issue of November 10. 191' 
no less an authority than Sir H. H . Johnste? 
was to write, in support of some form of a? 
international authority over Africa, that a'1 
European powers were to be represented^ 
an international conference which woult 
control Africa. He added: “The Unite* 
States, of course, should be represented oi 
such a conference. America must ha\e; 
great say in future as to the deselopmento 
Africa, and. if to satisfy some diplomat 
punctilios. America should possess sum 
territorial interest in the Dark Continent 
then the United States might turn it 
shadowy protectorate over Liberia int 
reality.”

J.
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Pt thin i

Calling at Lagos (Apapa), 
Port Harcourt. Matadi, 

Abidjan, Tema, Cotonou, 
Douala, Lome

pol 
Nil 
groundnut 
recovered to 
Ambitious target.  
projected in the plan (proc 
from 80 to 120,000 tons; and 
12-15.000 tons lor grou 
respectively). uroundni 
been growing slightly 
has been badly affected hy disease. This down to the 
factor will determine whether the target can mobilise 
be met. Cotton production is in a much development 
more serious state, \creage. yield and

Mmes. Energy, 
Industry* 

Rural Sector 
Health, Education 
Transport and 

Infrastructure 
Tertiary’ Sector 
Other

very 
it the 

ieversed so dramatically
fuming to the infrastructure plans, the 

important project is the 
if a rail-link from N.umey to 

Parakou in Benin which is the present 
.   ,  .. terminus of the line to Cotonou on the 

med growth rate of 9.5 percent p.a. coast. The total cost of this could he as much 
-■' e period as CFA Fr. 60bn. At present the two

under one-half of this total is countries are looking foi backers to finance 
detailed engineering plans. The 

question is not whether the project will go 
ahead, but how* quickly. It almost certainly 
Vv>" not he complete before 1983

The other main projects to reduce Niger's 
isolation are completion of the road link to 
the north and construction ol other roads 
linking Niamey with Upper Volta, Togo 
and Benin and Nguigmi to the east beside

"••ivatc comp. 
ive bottler

fhe plan's target growth rale of 9 ? per 
cent p.a. up to I98A is probably rather 

to optimistic, since the new mines will only just 
be coming on stream then But any such 
estimates must be approximate if only 
because of the uncertainty as to what 
*' r ‘sent national income is. The plan 
estimates 1978 J DP at Cl- A Fr. 380bn. or 

irrigation roughly Si 10 per caput, while the World 
alone the Bank's estimate is very much lower — only 

$330.
Finally, it is worth noting the ma 

is being devoted to t 
urc that the President is 

planning to establish over the next live 
years. The category "other public 
investment" consists substantially of the 
expenditure required to set up the new 
administratis e and social system. While the 

icing worked out hy a 
i. the intention is to 

-‘■y of development councils 
illage level which will both 

population for greater 
vork. and allow some

IN OUR article oi Januaiy 21 we described output fell consistently throughout the 
Niger's economic prospects based on its previous decade and very radical steps 
uranium wealth, and forecast that uNP would have to he taken it the trend is to be 
growth could average close to 10 percent 
during most of the decade. On February 5 
the Planning Minister released the lust single most i 
details of Niger's 1979-83 five-year plan construction ol 
calling foi mvcstment of CF A Fr. 730bn 
(approx. £1.5hn.) in 1979 prices; and a 
plamr* 1 ----- - • 7 - __ ;  
over the period as CFA Fr. 60bn. At p

Just under one-half of this total is countries are looking foi hi 
expected to come from private sources, the 
mostly for the huge mining investments in 
uranium and coal (see previous article) 
Together with some public investment the will not be corn) 
mining sector accounts for 55 percent of the 
total.

The main priorities of the Plan arc. not 
surprisingly, to exploit the country's investment is f 
mineral wealth, to become self-sufficient in Fr 42.6bn. in 
food, to reduce Niger's geographic isolation 1981 and this will place enormous strain on 
and to increase the numbers of qualified an administration which is already 
personnel. stretched. Nevertheless, the main invest-

Though most Sahelian countries have meats in the productive sectors ol the 
had insufficient rain this season. Niger has economy, m particular the uranium mines, 
been more fortunate. Thus its cereal are unlikely to sutler. These are mostly 
production, mainly millet and sorghum, will underway, and are being undertaken by 
just about cover its needs. However, Niger private companies unimpeded by admmis- 
still impoits some 10,000 tons of rice, and trative bottlenecks.
its population is growing at a rate of 2.7, 
cent p.a. Modest and attainable gn 
targets are set for the mam cereal crof 
keep pace with population growth, am 
hoped to eliminate the nee deficit by n 
than doubling production from 21.0001 
(1978-79) to 60,000 tons in 1983 The 
likelihood ol this being achieved depends 
on the success of numerous small 
projects being developed mainly 
banks of the River Niger.

Food crops are by far the most important, 
politically and economically, for Niger, but of effort that i>- » 
Niger also had important cotton and social structure 

crops which have never 
their pre-drought levels, 

gets for these crops are 
'“reduction rising
uud from 4.000 to

undnuts and cotton details are currently being worked out by a 
nil production has National Commission,

y in recent years, hut create a hierarchy 1 
ly affected hy disease. This down to the vilkq 
--------------‘-jther the target can mobilise the population for

work, and allow 
participation in decision n.iking.

Pm.tie Lake Chad.
It is the fourth principal aim ol the plan. 

305 5 in the education sector, which holds the key
- to success. In 1978 only 18 per cent of
- Niger’s school-age children (6-14 years) 

were in school, and very much fewer reach
32.9 Niger's sole university which was only 
' " opened in 1971. By 1983 it is planned that 

25 percent ol Niger's primary’ age children 
will be in school. The shortage of skilled 

345.7 manpower, rather than finance, is likely to 
provide the mam obstacle to the 
achievement of the plan. Public sector 

planned to double from CF A 
n 1979 to CFA Fr. 88.1 bn. in

>ugh most Sahelian countries have 
isullk
more

iroduction. mainly millet and sorghum, i 
’ about cover its needs. However, Ni 
impoits some 10,000 tons of rice,; 

lopulation - ------- -------- ’ .. 7 per 
trow* th 
ips, to 
id it IS
more
) tons

e Niger's pi esc 
Is estimates 19
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■oplc. and 
tholic “

the

lop Runcie will be in Ghana o 
Zaire

guste Moreau and 
ice refounded the 

ately 
:e for missionary 

the natives. The number of 
stians rose steadily but at the areas of rel 

missionaries died.
11 marked a significant

Ecumenical 
encounter
Pope John Paul II and Archbishop d 
Canterbury. Dr. Robert Runcie, will haw 
their first meeting in Ghana. They will med 
briefly in Accra, for “greeting, priwte 
conversation and joint prayer” on May 9.

s good that the Pope and the ne» 
shop of Canterbury should have their 

' g, not in Rome or London.
old rivalries of Europe, it 

life and

Archbis hop ofCanterl 
very first meeting, 
but far from the old . 
Africa, a continent full of new 
energy,” Archbishop Runcic said.

“Old disputes can look much les* 
significant w hen measured against theneet 
for all Christian churches in Africa t< 
combine their faith and resources in ai 
undivided effort to let Christ he seen am 
heard.”

Archbishc.
his way to Zaire for the creation of a ne’ 
Anglican Province.

Ghana’s Catholic centenary
By John Kugblenu
POPE JOHN PAUL II is due to arrive in 
Ghana on May 8.1980 as part of his African 
tour beginning on May 2 The other 
countries the Pontiff is visiting arc Ivory 
Coast. Upper Volta. Congo. Zaire and 
Kenya.

In the case of Ghana the Pope's visit 
coincides with the Centenary celebrations 
of the Catholic Church in the country The 
highlight of the visit is a High Mass to be 
sung at the Independence Square in Accra 
shortly after his arrival at the Kotoka 
International Airport for the two-day visit.

This is the first time (hat a Pope has 
visited the country although in 1962 
Cardinal Montim, then Archbishop of 
Milan and later Pope Paul, visited the 
Italian workers who were then building the 
Akosombo Dam.

At the moment Ghanaians from all walks 
of life are looking forward to the Pontiffs 
visit as special cloths and T-shirts are to be 
worn by members of the church.

Besides the High Mass to be sung by 
Pope, there will be a special celebration 
May 25 at Elmina where the first two 
missionaries started their evangelical work.

To the histonan.it is quite surprising that 
the Catholic Church claims to be 
celebrating its first centenary in Ghana 
because as far back as 1471 when the 
Portuguese traders built a castle at Elmina 
they were accompanied by a chaplain.

persistent efforts of James Marsha 
British colonial <-------- ...
convert to Roman Catholicism 
Prefecture was entrusted to the Society w 
African Missionaries (SMA) Conscqucni 

lary work increased with th= 
different groups of missions.

I education by Our Lady tT 
-.-.-"s was well under way To- 

meet the demands of the increasing numta 
possible at this early stage as the harsh of Catholics. St Theresa's Seminary c 

pical climatic conditions forced them to Amisano. near Cape Coast, wasestablishe: 
s. But in 1503 the to train Africans for the priesthood 
1 up a big success In 1950. the Gold Coast 
itu (now Wmneba) incorporates! as an ecclesiastical prownct 

. people, and the hierarchy was established will 
Catholic Bishop William T Porter as the lint 

1650 the .Archbishop. Cape Coast becoming the 
Archdiocese of the Catholic Church in the 
then Gold Coast.

In addition to the rapid growth of secuk- 
or diocesan priesthood and a staggennt 

at this time growth in Catholic population (1.218.338 
------ :------- Januan 1976) the post-1950 era wb 

also a nine of great development in other 
Higious dedication Thiswasalso 

the era of building more secondary and 
technical schools, teacher training colleges. 
' ospitals ansi dimes as well as other minor 
seminaries and catechists' training schools.

From the time of Ghana's independence 
in March 1957. there occurred another 
significant development in the Catholic 
Church. The same year, the first Ghanaian. 
Father John Kodwo Amissah. was ordained 
as Auxiliary Bishop to the then Archbishop 
Porter of Cape Coast, and in 1960. Bishop 
Amissah was enthroned Archbishop it 
succession to Archbishop Porter Consecra­
tion of Ghanaians as Bishops followed • 
rapid succession Today, there arc nirt 
dioceses, two of which arc A rch dioceses- 
Archbishop Amissah of Cape Coast an! 
Archbishop Peter Dcry of Tamale

At the moment Ghana is the permanent 
headquarters for the Symposium o!

Church historians also concede that there Gold Coast which was formed through tha 
was some missionary work before 1880 persistent efforts of James Marshall. = 
According to His Grace John Kodwo British colonial officer. w ho was himself a 
Amissah. Archbishop of Cape Coast and convert to Roman Catholicism Ths 
chairman of the National Catholic 
Centenary Celebrations Commission. 
Catholic missionary work started, in the ly. mission; 
then Gold Coast, over 500 years ago when arrival of c 
Portuguese missionaries first erected a workers and 
Cross at Shama in the Western Region. Apostle Sisters 
Consolidation of the Church, however, was r 
not [• 
tropu... .....
abandon further attempts. 
Catholic church chalked i 
w hen the chief of the Effut, 
was baptised with 1.300 of his 
Ironically, efforts to found the < 
Church failed and about 
missionaries withdrew.

However, some two centuries later in 
1880. Rev. Fathers Augt 
Eugene Murat of Franc 
church in Elimina. Fortuna 
there was greater tolerance 
work among t* 
baptised Christ 
same time many r

The year 1901 ......— .-,,6111I1VU„, —.........  —
milestone when Msgr Maximallian Albert, hospitals and clinics as well as 
SMA was consecrated the first Bishop of seminaries ~~J 
the Gold Coast; hence there came into 
existence a Prefecture Apostolic of the

histonan.it
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Enokura Joe Okoli reports from Lagos on the final run-up to the OAU 
Economic Summit and the unexpected constitutional problems involved.

• Pope John Paul's is the second Papal visit 
to Africa The first was by Pope Paul to 
Uganda in 1969 when he blessed the Shrine 

inugongo where 22 Catholics were 
icd towards the end ol the nineteenth
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THE FIRST economic summit of the OAU 
Heads of Government is expected to begin 
in Lagos on April 28 (lasting about three reduce 
days) despite suggestions that the 
conference should have been postponed as 
a mark of respect for the late OAU 
chairman Dr William Tolbert of Liberia 
who was assassinated in a coup d\>u< 
weeks ago. OAU Ministers met throughout 
last week to do necessary spade work for the 
main conference. Heads of Governments 
started arriving from mid-week, apparently 
"r*oarcd to give positive meaning and 
wxAvi.t to their "declaration of commit­
ment" at their meeting in Monrovia last 
July.

The 
spelt

Archbishop Amtssah of Cape Coast

Episcopal Conferences of Africa and PrcPar^<
Malaeasv F™,, i™. dininmntic con,cnl

at Nani" 
inartyrcu 
century.

Father Joe Kelly of the Nairobi-based 
Association of Episcopal Conferences in 
Eastern Africa (AMECEA) estimates 
there arc 52m Catholics in Africa. The 

percentage of Catholics in the 
, ?s the Pope is to visit is in Zaire 

where the figure is 45 per cent of the 
population ol over 12m. people

There was friction between the Catholic 
Church and the Government of President 
Mobutu Scse Scko in the 1960s when 
Zaire wanted to introduce its "popular 
revolutionary movement" into seminaries 
The Government also briefly nationalised 
church schools. A number of Catholic 
priests were murdered in Zaire during this 
unrest.

In Kenya, where 80 per 
population is Christian. 19 | 
Catholics, according to AMEC 
six nations the Pope will vi‘" 
has the lowest percentage 
7.8 per cent.

Malagas) Four years ago, diplomatic 
relations between Ghana and the Vatican 
were established and Archbishop Guiseppc 
Fcrraioli is the current Pro-Nuncio to 
Ghana Christian life in Ghana expresses 
itself through apostolic and social action 
There is considerable ecumenism in Ghana 
between the National Catholic Secretariat 
and the Christian Council embracing 
Protestant churches which arc now bent 
Church Union.

The churches in Ghana fought qui 
..I blv agains| (|)C obnoxious politic

i of UNIGOV which culminated in 
•rendum of March 30. 1978 during 

»s ol the late 1 K Achcampong.
s therefore hoped that besides 

evangelism the Catholic Church and the 
other churches will continue to oppose any 
future attempt to subjugate the people 
Meanwhile Ghana says a big" Akwaaba" to 
Pope John Paul.

based on the internal human and material 
resources of the continent, should help to 
.cJjce dependence on non-Afncan 
economics: and third, tackling the shortage 
of skilled manpower hampering effective 
acquisition of technology and rapid 
industrial development in vitrually all 

d'etat two sectors of economic activity in African. A 
note of caution in the development of 
skilled manpower is needed to ensure that 
the educational and training systems have a 
practical orientation and relevance to 
African problems and needs Dr. Ekwueme 
said

He advised that the summit should avoid 
looking at African problems through the 

ic priorities for the summit had been biased spectacles of the advanced industrial 
out in a speech by Nigeria’s countries which, he said, arc bent on sowing 

Vice-President, Dr Alex Ekwueme, to the seeds of discord among developing 
opening session of the preparatory countries as a means of keeping them 
Ministerial conference He said that permanently divided and subjugated.

He blamed the advanced industrial 
J is of paramount importance for the nations for “trying to spread the view that 

long-term economic viability of the virtually all the economic problems of the 
^-ntincnt contemporary world are attributable to the

Secondly minimising the obstacles increases in the prices of petroleum in 
jars. All the difficulties which these 
shave placed in the way of evolving

speech by F 
Alex Ekwueme, 
of the preparatory 

ference. He said that 
national and regional self-sufficiency in 
food is of paramount importance for the 
long- 
Cont

Secondly minimising 
towards rapid industrial 
emphasis on the development
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:s in the c 
imbiguous 

such as

advanced countries are 
inconsequential for urgent attention.”

Dr Ekwueme's appeal helped to set the 
tone and mood for the conference. There 
was a feeling of consensus that economic 
co-operation at the continental level was 
long overdue, and that African nations must 
begin to have an increased say in the 
management of the world economy.

The Malian Foreign Minister. Mr. Aliou 
Mbeye. who spoke on behalf of the 
delegates, expressed the •kame optimism, 
saying that as the nations of Africa had 
worked together for political freedom and 
succeeded, economic freedom will be 
achievable if they work together again. 
Determination to work together was easily 
noticeable on the faces of the delegates, 
including the two whites in Zimbabwe's oppe 
four-man delegation. The new Republic of T|-
Zimbabwe was attending an OAU function 
for the first time following 
unconditional admission into the org; 
tion as its 50th member.

The recommendations of the Ministers — 
drawn mainly from the diagnoses and 
prescriptions produced at the various 
intra-African conferences and symposi; 
during the last few months — have beer, 
passed on to the Heads of Governments' 
conference for their final stamp of 
authority But as the OAU heads assemble 
for this special summit with the 
long-standing agenda, the question of who 
becomes the next OAU chairman may find 
its way to the top of the list.

President Shagari 
in the chair?

It had not been cleared or decided who 
should chair the conference in the absence 
of the OAU chairman (at the time of 
writing) but the general speculation was 
that President Shagari. the host, should 
have the honour The OAU does not have a 
deputy chairman and there has never been a 
precedent when the serving chairman has 
died or been ousted. President Tolbert's 
test case could force a quick reaction or ........ r __
provision on this matter in order to save the to get a better deal out of most internal 
organisation from any e...'_----------------- 7 ' • • - •
that nature in the future.

It may be decided that the new Liberian 
ruler. Master Sergeant Samuel K. Doe will 
be asked to complete President Tolbert’s 
chairmanship. Some people have suggested 
that the Master Sergeant would need some 
time to acquire the skills of statemanship 
required for OAU leadership. Another 
school of thought says it would only be fair 
to let the leadership of the Liberian people 

ie that it does 
.r chooses to 

ting an 
iwlings 

resented at 
iovernment

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mrs. Glona 
Nikoi. although not as chairman.

Important as the OAL> chairmanshipis.iL 
should not be allowed to overshadow, or 
militate against the economic significance 

„ of the Lagos Summit. Since the inccptionof
domination of the world economy by these t|ie OAU in 1962. the Organisation hai 

countries are considered concerned itself with political problems, 
ential for urgent attention.” tryine to minimise conflict between the 
rueme's appeal helped to set the member states, but with limited success. 

The Organisation's inability to sort out the 
political situations in Chad and at the Hom 
of .Africa (to mention those that requite 
urgent attention) has been severely 
criticised. Its record in solving polinci 
problems has not been commendable. The 
major political point it has so far scored.has 
been its unreserved support for liberation 
struggles in the continent. Even that has 
been" ambiguous because some member 
countries such as the Ivory Coast, Gabon 
and the neighbouring states to South 
Africa, always had their economic 
considerations for co-operating with the 
apartheid regime despite OAU s official 

aosition.
.'hat is why the Lagos Summit is of 

tremendous significance for Africa. The 
her strong economic links now being forged 

lanisa- between the member states (rather than the 
loose political attachment, worsened by a 
policy of non-intervention) could better 
help to strengthen and unite the 

Js Organisation. The timing of the conference 
*a is also significant because this year is the last 
:n year of the Second United Nations 

Development Decade and therefore 1 
period of stock-taking and forward 
planning by every member nation or 
regional group for the Third Development 
Decade African nations are known lobe 
disorganised at supra-regional economic 
conferences because they do not do then 
collective homework before attendingsucl 
meetings. They arrive at conferences totally 
unprepared, allowing other nation 
particularly the Europeans and the United 
States' representatives further to disor­
ganise them when they try to hold patch-up 
meetings in the corridors of the conference 
halls.

This week's initiative is therefore 
expected to give the African nations an 
opportunity to articulate and rationalise 
their economic problems from the 
perspectives of developing nations so that 
they can present a common front and hope 

■■■u.mvi .vau.v.i.w •— t~-- 2__' :~':“.ational
embarrassments of negotiations which, hitherto usually ended, 

concluded or not. against their interest 
Furthermore, the summit should provide a 
good opportunity for African nations to 
draft programmes of action that could pul 
African economies on a more viable pathol 
growth and development, a programme 
based on the principle of national and 
regional collective self-reliance.

It can only be hoped that the decisionso: 
the OAU leaders at this summit will mate! 

complete their turn. They argue that it does the expectations and anxieties of millionso 
not matter whether the leader chooses to Africans crying out loud for economu 
play the role directly or by delegating an emancipation. Political independence wil 
experienced minister Flt-Lt. J. J. Rawlings never have a meaning or substance unti 
of Ghana, for example, was represented at economic freedom is achieved. This is no 
the last OAU Heads of Government too much to expect. It is a right and not; 
meeting in Monrovia by the long-serving favour.

chairmanshipis.iL
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The 25 per cent increase in this year’s 
Investment Budget. Budget special 
d'investissment ct d’dquipcment, to 300bn. 
CFA francs (it was 239.466bn in 1979) hits 
been mistaken as an over-optimistic. if not 
rash, increase in expe 

be political criteria. Howt 
consists largely of ;
commitments made lust year largely by the 
Caisse. There are three mam sources of 
investment-financing in the BSIE: receipts 
from internal taxes which come under the 
responsibility of the Treasury; foreign 
loans, all of which are now controlled by the 
Caisse Autonome d’Amortissement. and 
contributions from the Caisse de 

’ ’w'1 ..... T—f„„r in the
little less painfully last two years has been the reversal of roles

A useful enough generalisation would be between the CAA and the Caisse de 
that the Ivorian economy consists of two Stabilisation giving the latter the 
main contributors, the small farmer and the preponderant role in budget financing. In 
foreigner. The regulator is the state — a other words, many of the projects currently 
stale ofa peculiar type, as wassuggested last undertaken, such as a massive road 
week, because it comes close to being expa 
synonymous with a vaguely identifiable coffc 
community of financial and political 
interests. It is now almost routine to remind 
everyone that cocoa and coffee represent at 
least 70 per cent of foreign revenue
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"ersonal effects

THE most important economic action earnings. To take the 1978 figures which 
taken by Ivory Coast recently has been its have now been confirmed, 39 per cent of 
withdrawal from the international cocoa the total value of exports consisted of cocoa 
market. This has been followed up by the and cocoa products while 26.2 per cent was 
joint action taken with other producers to taken up by coffee. And 1978 was a bad 
break up the international cocoa year for Ivorian cocoa. With the continuing 
agreement. It is a policy which indicates the decrease in timber exports, the proportion­
nature of the Ivorian economy, its ate role of these two commodities has been 
mainstays are the small farmer and the considerably enhanced. In light of these 
foreigner. As usual. President Houphouct simple statistics there arc two main reasons 
Boigny, without mincing his words, made why the authorities in Ivory Coast have 
the point in his address to the nation last reason to worry. The first, on which they 
December 7; have now acted, is the obvious vulnerability

‘ From 1960to 1979. taking into account of commodity prices on the international 
diverse factors, labour difficulties, rises in market. The second worry is much more 
the price of fertiliser and energy, fall in acute because of the increasing role of 
purchasing power, etc., the European prices revenue derived from coffee and cocoa in 
have been multiplied by five, and even ten, the Ivorian economy. Not only is the success 
for some products. Cocoa, however, which of the cocoa and coffee strategy of Ivory 
cost 250 CFA francs in 1959, we are now 
offered thisyeai vuinvuu uwuuu wvk.i <•> 

francs. Now, the African farmer has to wait sources — which are now becoming more 
five or six years for his first harvest. The private than multilateral or official — but 
rapid ageing of the plant requires fertilisers there has also been a significant shift in the 
which will have become five times more structure of sources of investment in the 
costly, the necessary battle against capsids budgets, especially the Investment Budget 
also demands products that arc no less which reveals a grow ing foimal dependence 
expensive This is without taking into on the commodity revenues Coupled with 
account the material needed for the upkeep this is the observation that sooner or later a 
of the plant ’’ The President concluded: "In certain coherence will have to be imposed 
10 or 15 years at the latest, I fear that coffee on the role of the Caisse de Stabilisation et 
and cocoa production will only decrease Souticn aux Produits Agncolcs. 
because our youth will not pursue the 
manual labour required with arcu“;* 
instruments and for a price that is scarcely 
remunerative . Will the peasants who 
only seek to work. . be alienated I 
understanding and egoism? We are 
worried." These arc the words of a farmer 
with foresight who also happens to be in a 
position to do something about the 
conditions of the Ivorian farmer.

The President’s words indicated the 
urgency of the problem. For if the news 
from Ivory Coast has tended to 
dominated by cries of alarm at the rapid rise 
of the external debt and its servicing. ( 
the immense cost of the sugar projects ir 
north, whose success is still a long way 
or the need for reform of wasteful si 
companies, there is the background of these 
events which consists of an economy 
which there are certain structural defec 
some of which are implicit in the economic contributions from 
strategy and others that can be corrected a Stabilisation. The significant factor 
‘ ■ fj.’y. last two years ’ *

>ugh generalisation would be between the 
” ‘ Stabilisation 

prepor 
others

aredy SOUTCeS Of 

d by lack of investment 
We

inderant
s. many <
>. such as a massive 

••*nansion scheme, will depend on the 
wffers of the Caisse. The concern that is 
expressed today in Abidjan is not that the 
money from the Caisse is in any way 
misused, even though one or two of the 
investments may be criticised, but rather



WEST AFRICA 28 Mril 1M736

MATCH THE GEORGES TO THE OCCASION AND YOU COULD

BSMG] DCgO
Invites you to view our latest 

designs at our new showroom
GEORGES HOUSE

47 DALE STREET, MANCHESTER M1 2HF 
near Piccadilly Sin. Tel: 061-236 2705

13.
300.00(

food | 
dissim
state
prodt

>w. and ve1 
nut many el 

te and

always
should

CHOOSE A WHOLE NEW WARDROBE FOR YOURSELF 
NEW DESIGNS 
CONCORD 
CORONATION 
NIAGARA FALLS 
DISNEY WORLD 
BIG WHEEL 
GRANDSTAND 
GOOD LUCK 
BLESSINGS 
CONGRATULATION 
SWEETHEART 
LOVE AFFAIR 
LOVERS LANE

rely on benevolent 
foreign labour and the 

the producer price has 
ranteed and adhered to. It 
forgotten that coffee and 
prices in Ivory Coast, 

jm 250 CFA francs a kg to 
300. are no higher than anywhere else in 
West Africa Similarly the farmers are also 
aware that the State, through the Caisse de

that it is an autonomous body, 
which can be used with only 
reference in a later bi

The point is that since 1975. with the 
massive rise in coffee and cocoa prices, the 
surplus in the Caisse rose to the extent that 
since that year, the Caisse has contributed 
650bn CFA francs to the BS1E. This source 
of financing has tended to be used in an ml 
/*<»< manner. However, its role is now too 
important for there not to be some order 
installed in the organisation of budget 
financing.

While the Caisse is not directly involved 
in the problems surrounding the 1 
complexes in the north, they 
symptomatic of the need for order 
combination of political 
placate some of the 
interests, poor 
by foreign interests has led 
commitment (there are now 
of the original 12 complexe 
250bn. CFA francs. 80bn 
accounted for in this yet 
former sum represents 14 . 
external debt. While sugar remains the most 
serious problem facing the economy in the 
immediate future, there are hopes that 
outlets will be found for the mounting 
production. It is thought that by the end of 
1983. production will have reached othereqt

)0 tonnes. The Ivorians ate hoping 
that an arrangement can be made with the 
EEC and their sugar agree 
they could not participate at its initiation 
because production had not be 
also the hope that the market

that it is an autonomous body, the money of Monetaire Guest Africaine will absorb 
only retrospective some of the excess. 
Midget. The picture that should emerge s

one where the exposed commodit 
now taking up a vital formal role in 
financing the expansion of the economy. 
The Ivorians are therefore conforming 
totally to the notion of comparative 
advantage. The trouble is that if in 
international terms it has paid off as far as 
revenue is concerned, the effects often seep 
into the internal economy. The advantages 
bestowed upon the coffee and cocoa farmer 
are considerable They 
taxes, cheap fc 

sugar knowledge that 
are always been guan 

A should never be f 
expediency, to cocoa producer 

northern political recently raised from 
negotiation and encouraged 3C“

1 to a curtailed W
only six instead aw 

xes intended) of Stabilisation, therefore takes for itself 50 
Jbn. of which is per cent of the current Ivorian earnings on 
rar’s BSIE. Tin; the inter national market. The lapse has 
I per cent of the been in food production, it is to this that the 

government intends to turn its attention. 
The President suggested this in his 
December address to the nation and is 
confirmed by the plans to assist farmers, in 
some cases giving them free fertiliser and 

equipment. While it is never possible 
to assess the exact cereal production in the 
country because of the stocking that takes 

rement, in which place at the village and family level, the 
- government now intends to provide

segun. There is assistance and management, especially in 
M of the Union the north, where there is the potential for

GEORGES

production. Following a policy t»- 
nilar to that in coffee and cocoa the 

will intervene in regulating the 
lucer prices and therefore providing 

more stability in peasant income.
The reason vv hy such emphasis is givenIc 

the role of the two primary commodities s 
that their influence is now being seen iq 
industrial policies. It would, however.be 
wrong to conceive of industrialisation ii 
terms of purely technical potential and1 
constraint. The fundamental point about: 
industry and much of the service sector it 
Ivory Coast is that it remains over 50 pc 
cent in foreign control. Relying on the 
figures produced at the end of 1978. the 
Ivorian state has a 33.01 per cent stake it 
the industrial capital, private Ivorians hast 
11.65 per cent and France has 33.98 pc 
cent. The rest is spread among a numberof 
western states and Japan. Ivory Coast has 
pursued a policy of import substitution 
which means that 70 2 per cent of the sale 
were in the domestic market. Industrial 
exports accounted for 32 per cent of all

There is now a move to favour 
export-orientated industry'. This ua? 
suggested by the World Bank in (her 
report. ( htillen.ee <»/ and there e
every indication that it will be pursued by 
the government and reflected in the next 
Five-Year Plan. To a large extent import 
substitution met its match in the limited 
potential of the domestic market 
Furthermore it has become evident that 
import substitution has led to a lack cf 
integration in industry at various levels.The 
situation was aggravated, as the World 
Bank team noted at the time, by the fa:t 
that because much of the industry is foreign 
owned, the Ivorian subsidiaries are supplied 
by the parent companies with the 
semi-processed goods.

The problems, however, are human. Hu' 
is to say Ivory Coast has a population d 
which 50 percent is under 20 years of age. It 
has an educational system in which, in 1978. 
there were 892.135 children in primary 
schools (of which 535.000 were (aught by 
televised education), out of a population if 
7.800.000. Of these only 143.221 went ea 
to secondary education. Within the latter 
system there is a heavy drop-out rate after 
the premier i \ i /< The pressure on the job 
market is not only going to grow , and very 
rapidly in the next few years, but many of 
those on the market will be literate and 
attracted to urban employment.

With this background in mind, the 
present structure of Ivorian industry, 
especially the extent to which it is foreign 
owned, the need for changes become 
vividly apparent to the authorities. It u 
believed that with an industrial base that is 
founded on processing of local raw 
materials, especially agricultural product 
for the export market, will lead to 2 
decentralisation of industry1 away fron 
Abidjan towards the local centres o 
production; it will prevent the migratior 
towards the cities and vv ill contribute to thi 
growth of a domestic market.

What is felt most keenly, therefore, isthi 
apparent lack of entrepreneur initiative b] 
the private Ivorian citizen. This is surely om

however.be
htillen.ee
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M. Konan Bedie, spe 
Ivorian society of the peasant 

The present state 
tints to the absence of that 
spite of the opcr 

in Abidjan. The

ofthe basic contradictions that has emerged dence in which the liberal path to economic .. 
in the Ivorian economic system. A few expansion has been advocated, and there Caisse de Stabilisation is playing in the
year’s ago. the then Minister of Finance and arc many Ivonans w ho feel that there is a budget f1—
Economy. M. Konan Bedie, spoke of complete absence of an entrepreneurial industrii
turning the Ivorian society of the peasant group to assume the responsibilites for export
into one of shareholders. The present state investment For instance, there is a moving 
of affairs pom 
initiative, in sj_.
Stock Exchange in Abidjan. The State is the 
main investor, and it has until recently 
borrowed heavily from external sources. 
This leaves three problems for Ivorian 
strategists, which are best dealt with in 
reverse order of priorities.

There is the external debt which is the 
object of fairly wild speculation at times. It 
has been calculated by a publication as 
reliable as Mtmlics ln>pmiii\ cl 
Mcihiei ruHium that the ratio of debt service 
to exports could rise to 30 per cent by next 
year It will be in the next three years that 
many of the debts fall due for Ivory Coast.

Abidjan, ministerial officials merely

recourse to external financing by State 
companies While the State has reduced 
considerably its foreign borrowings, it has 
made an important gesture to putting some 
order internally by entrusting all external 
debts and their management to the CAA

The state companies. Socieles are. in fact 
the second major problem. Created to 
compensate for the lack of private initiative 
in certain sectors of the economy, there are 
now 30 financed totally by the stale and 
another 18 where the state participation is 
above 50 per cent. While some have been 
strikingly successful, there is no doubt that 
the general opinion is that they have been 
on the whole inefficient, in some cases 
totally lacking in any form of acceptable 
book-keeping. They represent, however, a 
serious political challenge. They have been, 
and still are. a very useful territory for 
political patronage. Directorships and 
senior management positions all too often 
have been motivated by political favour. It 
has been well over a year since the President 
promised that they would be reformed, and 
still nothing has been done With the Party 
Congress so close, it will be difficult to see 
how any such reforms will be announced 
soon. The basic proposition, though never 
mentioned publicly, is that they should be 
turned over into private hands.

This then is the crucial issue. Who are the 
people in Ivory' Coast who can become the 
shareholders'"’ At present Ivory Coast 

resembles a bourgeois state — state 
capitalism orcontrolled liberalism notwith- 
standing — with a entreprei 
bourgeoisie. Twenty years after inc

debts have not been disbursed and the state 
could at any given time, though with 
difficulty, opt out of those engagements. 
The consequences for the internal depi 
economic policies would be serious. coffc_ ... 
however Many of these debts (the total being kept in check with diffici 
stood at 968.8bn. CFA francs at the end of the attendant vulnerabilit 
1978) were incurred by the almost wanton and even dictates of the fvi 
recoilrso til HVtornnl Gnnnp.ro l»«< Qtflli* . t r I n’t 11 r«» <11 I Hi* GrOSS P'--

are many Ivonans who feel that there is a 
absence of an entrepreneurial mdt

)up Io assume the responsibilites for 
For instance, there is a

 movement in Abidjan to enhance the role where, 
•ning of the of small- and medium scale
"■ • ' enterprises. One senior go’ 

whose role it is to provide 
sector justified the need to exp: 
considerably the scope of this activity 
saying that "the revolt must be contains 
The revolt he sees is from the grow n 
of unemployed. For the moment 
interests are too high and anyway, there is 
the more theoretical issue, people j1 
not become entrepreneur, overnight. I 
ethos that has to be instilled

cent by next generations
If economic logic, within the Ivorian 

... t  terms of reference, should dictate that the
In Abidjan, ministerial officials merely authorities take this last problem extremely 
observe that at least half of the contracted seriously, then political pressures should

* persuade In the meantime, it would appear economic sectors. The State
that the structure of the Ivorian economy is important role in directing tl 
moving relentlessly towards an explicit Ivory Coast’s economy. The
'.pendence on iLs basic sources of wealth— it has been a cushion on which many find 

vofTee and cocoa, with timber production comfort. For an economy that
' ' ~ .ulty — and 

,11V - hility to the whims.
 • '‘•' J foreign market. The

structure of the Gross Domestic Product is 
in danger of becoming too dependent on a 
fine base where two or three commodities 
w ill play a predominant role in the pi unary. d 
secondary and tertiary sectors of the a 
economy

•’ financing and the new direction in 
trial policy towards processing and 
t points to the fact that Ivory Coast is 
ig relentlessly towards a situation 

all things being well, the financial 
Ivorian accounts will look healthy but where the 

government official political account will become under more 
'c assistance in this pressure and where the entire structure 

to expand becomes highly vulnerable to the buffeting 
vity by from the international economic circum 
lined", stances. The basic need, however, for the 

mg mass Ivory Coast, is that if it is to continue on its 
it. bank present advocated economic course, a 

serious bout of decentralisation and real 
do mdigenisation is called for. Otherwise the 

contradiction of the small farmer, the 
foreigner and interests incumbent in the 
Ivorian state will lead to an impasse which 
will only frustrate masses — some of them 
with an education — who are caught 
between the reluctance to return to the 
fields and the lack of openings in other 

" has played an 
the fortunes of 

e trouble is that 
hich many find 

. v. u.. ww.iomy that seeks to 
follow the liberal path to development the 
State has become a source of security — not 
to say power — for a few and a source of 
expectation for the majority. There is. 
therefore, justification in suggesting that 
the State and those who represent it must 
define its role more clearly for the future 
along the lines of the simple choice, more 
incentive for all or temporary paralysis.

Gnnnp.ro
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The first of two articles by a correspondent 
‘•LIFT THE (LOG) BAN and save the 
timber trade from total collapse’” seems to 
be the consistent war-cry of a s 
Ghanaian timber business vuiiuuuiii.,, 
chanted vigorously to various regimes in 
Ghana since the early 1960's. The latest 
appeal to government was made by Mr K.
A. Aggrey, who was until recently the 
National Vice-President of the Ghana 
Timber Association. Sniffing the winds of 
change since the overthrow of the SMC 
government in June, 1979, Aggrey 
spearheaded entreaties to both the AFRC 
and the civilian PNP governments to 
reverse the policy of banning the export of 
14 species of timber in round log form. The 
ban was recommended by the Ghana

being, but it cannot be comfortably 
assumed that they have given up their case 
Nor can it be necessarily assumed that 
government policy with regard to the bants 
irreversible. Timber producers in Ghana 
have .emerged since independence as an 
extremely influential political lobby, and on 
a number of occasions have succeeded tn 
persuading governments to adopt particular 
policies contrary to the advice preferred by 
the government bodies responsible for the 
timber industry — the Forestry Depart­
ment. the Ministry of Lands, and lhe 
GTMB. The log ban issue is a case in point 
Past attempts by the GTMB to ban the 
export of specific species of logs have been 
overruled by government following intense 
lobbying by certain log produccrs'and by 
the GTA. a representative trade 
organisation but one which is numencally 
dominated by log producers.

, • ■“ -- -------------Opposition to the log ban policy has
v™,urrC.rTriO,'^CI,a"al'mbcr been accompanied In a uruler.l 
association (GTA). and announced Ins attack on lhe GTMB What is lhe substance 
to'ernments support of the log ban policy „f lhe conflict, and «ln has the GTMB 
. >.C ’th*'1 sla,em®n* secms to have persisted with the policy in the face of such 

.''Tu. ,*10 the bitter opposition? It must be emphasised
that the conflict is not an isolated tmial 
issue Consideration of the log ban question 
reveals in fact important information 
concerning both the structure of Ghanas 
timber industry, and the political nature of 
decision-making in Ghana. As timber is 
Ghana's second most important export, 
earning between 10 per cent and 17 percent 
of total export proceeds in the last 20years. 
government policy towards the industry has 
significant implications for the economy as 
a whole. Present government policy 
towards the timber industry will thus 
decisively affect any attempts to
rehabilitate Ghana's ailing economy.

Timber Marketing Board (GTMB). the 
statutory agency responsible for the overall 

section of the formulation and execution of policy­
community, towards the timber industry The ban was 

endorsed by the SMC and became effective 
on January 1. 1979. In January . 1979. the 
GTMB announced a further seven species 
would be banned from 1980.

At the very end of 1979. President 
Limann in a special Presidential statement 
finally responded to the petitions of Aggrey

imbers of the Ghana Timber always 
(GTA), and announced his attack 
»support of the log ban policy .
it’s statement seems to have

The log ban 
arguments

The rationale provided by the GTMB to 
support its log ban policy is the urgent 
necessity to protect the resource base of the 
timber industry , and to ensure an adequate 
supply of logs to local factories (sawmills, 
veneer and plywood mills, furniture 
factories and a chipboard factory) The 
Board is eager to reverse trends established 
during colonial times, whereby unprocessed 
raw materials were exported to feed 
European and North American manufac­
turing industries, and to encourai ' 
industrialisation The GTMB argue 
processed wood products instead 
predominated Ghana's exports, the timber 
sector has the potential to at least quadruple 
its earnings on the same volume of cut in the 
immediate future. The Board is concerned 
that Ghana's supply of “primary species' is 
fast dwindling, and can point to the example 
of neighbouring Ivory Coast, whose stocks 
of many valuable species of tropical 
hardwood have been almost completely 
exhausted A ban on the export of primary 
species would, the GTMB argues, 
encourage producers to seek markets for 
lesser-known more abundant species. 
Concentration on cutting a small variety of 
species in the forest has involved 
considerable waste, which the GTMB and
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species of logs were exported, as against 
in 1950. But considering there are over 3' 

Roots of the found,hc
problem S

Logs have been extracted from the the exj 
forests of Ghana (then Gold Coast) and under 
exported since the 1880's. At first trade was 
almost exclusively in mahogany logs — until 
the late 1930’s colonial annual reports 
itemised “Mahogany Export" in compiling 
trade statistics, rather than any general 
category of timber exports. Sawmilling and spec 
other processing were slow to develop and tonr  
the colony imported its major requirements It is p 
of lumber, plywood, fibre board and other involves st 
wood products until the early 1950’s. In 
1938 the Gold Coast recorded log exports 
valued at £69,190, and lumber exports 
worth only £7,839 The situation changed 
dramatically after the Second World War, 
when numbers of sawmills and a plymill 
were established, nearly all by British firms, 
recognising the potential and needs of 
European markets during the period of 
post-war reconstruction. Export of both 
logs and lumber spiralled. By 1950 the Gold 
Coast was exporting £2.76m. worth of logs, 
and £ 1 12m. of lumber, a phenomenal rise 
on pre-war figures.

But the pattern of "creaming the forest", __r„. 
ie. of felling only a limited number of station 
valuable species, had been firmly ham| 
established Three (3) species — 
mahogany, wawa and sapcle — accounted 
for 75 per cent of logs exported in 1950. 
mahogany alone representing 42 per cent. 
Sixteen other species were exported ir 
year, eight of which made up 22 pc " 
the total (with one species, 
dominating this portion with 7 6 
and the eight remaining species comprr 
only 3 per cent of total exports The color 
government was caught 
the rapid growth of 
anxioir'1--------' r
tee in 1951 to report >mu 
recommendations for the industry's 
"orderly and efficient organisation and 
control" Needless to say typical official 
colonial attitudes dominated the repor 
and arguably the place of the colony's 
timber resources in the British Empire

intry itself were the focus of attention, 
: the committee did express great 

epneern about the "creaming" process The 
report stated. "Little past effort has been 
made by the timber industry towards 

iding markets which would ensure the 
liter use of available forest resources. As 

easy markets exist, particularly for 
iny and wawa, the majority of 

r  " gleet other
',cr>ects and their potential consumer 
muikets overseas"

What has been the effect of such 
admonitions made almost 30 years ago? In 
1977 total earnings from timber exports 
had risen to $84.99m. (US), of which 

processing $57.13m. came from logs, and S21.76m. 
(absorbthe from lumber, with the remainder from 

eport veneer, furniture parts, profile boards, 
yban plywood, finger flooring, corestick, 

ast blockboards and doors. Thirty-three 
aecics of logs were exported, as against 19 
, 1950. But considering there are over 300 
“•nloitablc species found in the Ghana 

 -x.es not represent a significant 
>«• towards better utilisation in any 
. Moreover, seven species dominated 
eport list. Wawa (which is not banned 

the new regulations), alone 
comprised 33 per cent of the total tonnage 

 exported, and the 14 species now banned 
jorts made up 55 per cent. Of the banned species, 

five predominated — utile, sapclc, 
mahogany, makore and edinam These five 
'occies comprised 50 per cent of total 
innage exported

precisely this situation, which 
selective felling by exporters and 

hence gross waste in the forest, as well as 
threatening depletion of a few highly 
valuable species, that the GTMB is 
concerned to change by introducing a ban 
on the export of 14 particular species in log 
form. The claim of many producers that 
felling in cycles under Forestry Department 
supervision ensures eternal supply of all 
species merely evades the issue. Adherence 
to Forestry Department Working Plans 
docs not prevent selective felling practices, 
nor waste. Trees are often felled but left in 
the bush if considered not to be of top 
export quality. In addition, the Forestry 
Department’s silvicultural and affore- 
-’-•:cn programmes have been severely 

ipcred by their reliance on a fixed 
budget in a time of gross inflation in the 
economy, and by the lack of vehicles, 
equipment and qualified personnel This 
makes the ban all the more pressing, if 

in that Ghana is to protect her timber resources, 
per cent of The Chief Conservator of Forests is a 

, makore, member of the Board of Directors of the 
> per cent). GTMB which instituted the ban — it could 
'•«"«'rised thus be inferred that the Forestry 

xports The colonial Department is in full accordance with the 
rather unawares by log export ban. 
the industry, and

>us|y appointed a fact-finding commit- -t-l eta to rtf 
in 1951 to report and make I 116 SlalG OT 

for the industry's inrilictrv 
and efficient organisation and MIC 11 I vi U 011 y 
Needless to say typical official The other stated concern of the GTMB 

>rt, related to the log ban, ie. ensuring an 
adequate supply of logs to local mills, 
should also be examined. Opponents of the

the Forestry Department would like to see rather than any intrinsic needs of the 
changed. com ’ ' " " '

Critics of the ban in turn argue that but 
logging is the "backbone" of the timber 
export industry, that a substantial increase 
in foreign exchange earnings will not 
eventuate from a change in the nature of findii 
exports (from logs to finished and betivi 
semi-finished products), and that the ban is long as c ~ 
ill-timed Extreme opponents believe mahogany — ------ , -— .—
Ghana should at no time in the foreseeable producers will continue to neglect 
future ban log exports, maintaining that aspect ' “ 
adherence to Forestry Department marki 
regulations and working plans based on the 
notion of "sustainable yield" ensures a 
perpetual supply of all species of timber in 
Ghana's forests. More moderate critics 
simply argue that the wood processing 
sector has iinsufficient capacity to b
volume of logs available should the exp”’ 
of logs be disallowed, and therefore any bai 
should either be postponed or at leas 
phased over a considerably long time-span.
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oxer the allocation 
import licence, but 

y of Trade or the banks 
.c Castle> tn terms of wh . ... ...

materialise It could protest, but could not 
determine whether armoured cars. BMWs, 
biscuits, tinned soup or whisky were given

Wood exports January' 
if exported a'
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have sufficient 
due to the pro 
getting logs fre
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priority ox er caterpillars. chain saws, timber 
trucks, bandmills or spare parts In 1977 
letters of credit were established for only 
(710m. of the (760m import licence 
allocated to the timber industry, and in 
1978 about (74m of (740m. In fact faced 
with such a situation the GTMB managcdio 
some degree to circumvent normal import 
procedure by using a portion of the 2 per 
cent levy on all contracts (which goes to the 
Board to maintain offices abroad and 
engage in market intelligence and 
promotion activities) to import vital spare 
parts. It also instituted a system of retaining 
4 per cent of the value of contracts m 

.■ting foreign accounts in 
(as it exporter ’ ' ' '

exchange 
This system 
Bank of Gl

logs. The first 
o general chaos in 
which resulted in 
manufacturers in 

> ears to establish letters of credit and 
alise import licenses allocated to 

them for necessary imported items. The 
timber industry is highly capital-intensive 

tmely dependent on imported 
.. vehicles and extraction 

equipment, spares and other inputs such as 
glue. The vulnerability of the industry can 
not be exaggerated, it is immediately 
affected by hitches m its import ,,fcl w..  - —
programme. The Ghana Timber Marketing foreign accounts in the name ol each 
Board however can hardly be blamed (as it exporter who could then build up foreign 
frequently is by its enemies) for the banks exchange reserves to import items directly 
failure to establish letters of credit for This system was however stopped by the 
customers, or for Ghana's dissipation of its Bank of Ghana, jealously guarding its 
foreign reserves The GTMB does have central control of the disposal of convertible 
control oxer the allocation of the bulk currency, 
timber import licence, but not oxer the
Ministry of Trade or the banks (or in SMC + li nn

ys The Castle) in terms of which licences ^OllUUlllliy 

concessions
What of the claim that some factone* 

suffer from a shortage of logs to process'* 
Access to timber concessions in Ghana has 
an interesting history . Colonial land and 
concessions policy endowed approximately 
90 per cent of available timber land to 
expatriate companies, with four companies 
holding 62 per cent of total concessions 
area During the last few years of CPPrule 
under Nkrumah. attempts were made to 
make more land available to Ghanaian 
contractors The Acheampong regime also 
wrested land from expatriate firms by 
nationalising the "big four" companies in 
two stages (in 1972 and 1976). But the 
distribution of timber concessions still 
paints an extremely distorted picture, with 
large areas held by a few companies anil 
small tracts of land leased to numbers ol 
contractors. This is complicated by the fad 
that many of the wood-processing mills 
established in the 1960's and 1970*s art 
owned by Lebanese, who have generally 
not had access to concessions. Thus it is the 
case that 80 per cent of the sawmills ir 
Kumasiandin the Eastern Region withOd. 
as it's centre, do not have direct access t< 
the raw material through holdmi 
concessions. Forty per cent of ply mills am 
65 per cent of the veneer mills m th> 
country do not have a guaranteed supply o 
logs. These mills attempt to make firn 
arrangements with small-scale Ghanaiai 
contractor; to supply logs on a regular basts 
but nearly all mills complain they do nc 

■it logs al their disposal This i 
oblems faced by contractors i 
rom bush to mill site with the

Shortages of 
equipment

While a sufficient number of factories 
does exist to cope with an increased supply 
of logs, it is true that all the mills in Ghana day? 
(with one or two notable exceptions) arc 
working at between 30 per cent and 60 per 
cent capacity The reasons for this are the

ban arg" 
absorb the extra x 
available on the local 
inevitable foreign 
fall as a result of th 
Aggrey in a fervent | 
August, 1979. daimeG ..... „«u
earned only $12 3m. (US) from timber 
exports in the first six mor 
that the earni 
(US), this t — 
serious de,  ..
Executive of the GTMB. Mr I’ E K. 
Boateng, replied to Aggrey's and similar 
allegation by announcing that between 
January and October. 1979. Ghana had 
earned C”.".225,222 
exports, and that it wasexj 
of the year earnings woi 
(US), which would be 
earnings in the previous ye: 
Board had hoped that cone 
export of processed products rather than 
logs would realise far more than the actual 
performance for 1979. But the failure to 
increase timber earnings in 1979 does not 
necessarily mean the arguments of those 
opposed to the ban are valid

irguc Ghana has insufficient mills to 
■b the extra volume of logs now 

il market, and hence it is 
) exchange earnings will 
he ban For example. Mr 

press statement in 
’d that Ghana had

IS) fi  
mths of 1979. In 

nngs for 1978 were $62 44m 
is figure for 1979 would represent a 
led inc On November 18. the Chief desperate lack of spare parts, and for some 
.. ..<■ •»-- <-■1-. .r. .. .. - .. mi|js a shortage —• -

factor is of course due 
the Ghanaian economy, 
the inability of most 
recent ye 
thus util

cm foi 
uber Indus 

and extreme 
machinery.
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. £410.00
£402.50

. £465.75
£79.00
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. £356.50
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Important foreign 
earnings

Log exports in the last 20 years have 
contributed on average 65 per cent of 
umber export proceeds. It is only in the 
short-run that a ban on the export of the 14 
species (which we saw made up 55 per cent 
of log tonnage in 1977) might adversely 
affect timber earnings generally. /And if Mr 
Boateng's predictions were correct, there 
will have been no significant decline at all 
The relatively poor performance for 1979 
cannot be separated from the state of the 

my as a whole. Mr. Boateng in his 
uber press release referred to “the 

circumstances of 1979“ as the cause 
: slight downward trend, and

debilitated equipment, but it is also widely 
believed that in 1979 many contractors 
deliberately scaled down operations and 
reduced the supply of logs in an attempt to 
sabotage the log ban policy and so "prove 
their point” about its undesirability

book about Park to appea 
welcome one — Brent’s otherwise readable 
work was heavily marred by 
illustrations which, unintentionally, pros 
his point — protested about the use of the 
term "explorer", which, like the published in 1815. Few but 
corresponding use of the term" Africa", set however, can find time to study 
up a stereotype which drained all pages, and the biography by Jc‘ 
individuality out of men (and even that together with the "Journals" 
remarkable woman, Mary Kingsley) who African guides, Isaaco 
were for the most part characters, if Fatouma. and a number of 
sometimes bad characters, of great interest, which accoi 
originality and talent who usually moved even if the/

Mungo Park by Kenneth Lupton (Oxford University Press, £7.50)

ALTHOUGH Mr. Lupton gives his book among, and closely observed, people who 
the sub-title ‘ I’he llriian Inoellei". the would have been astonished to learn that 
description Park used of himself in the they were being “discovered".
register of his wedding in 1799, the blurb on Park was among the greatest of them, 
the book’s cover twice refers to him as There is no substitute for his own 
"explorer". Peter Brent, author of the last excellently written IrmeK in the Interior

■ ” ‘ ar before this DixtriiHol Um u. the first edition of which
was published in 1799, or the tragic, 

absurd unfinished .loinnut ol u \h\min to the 
jved Interior ol t Imo. his account of the futile 

journey on which he met his death, 
published in 1815. Few but specialists, 

iy their 500 
John Whishaw, 
’ of Park’s two 

and Amadi 
cf appendices 

nnpany IhcJonrnul ol </ \hwion. 
I nock was an instant best-seller

economy 
Novem,, 
strange c 
of the 
mentioned the effect of heavy rains which 
had made forest roads impassable, and so 
graders and trucks were unable to go into 
the bush. A heavy rainy season always docs 
result in reduced volume of log extraction 
and is one of the factors to be considered in 
assessing low production figures for the 
year More fundamental however is the 
run-down state of the industry in all sectors
— log production, processing and transport
— and the resistance of many log producers 
either to sell banned species locally or 
export non-banned species

There is no validity in the argument that 
processed products with value-added will 
not earn more for Ghana than log exports. 
In 1976 the Ghana Export Promotion 
Council commissioned a report from its 
Wood-Based Products Committee The 
committee produced convincing arguments 
for the need to concentrate on value-added 
products, and projected a value of earnings 
had the actual exports for January to June, 
1976. been exported as knock-down 
furniture Two trends should be noted — 
the difference in value per tonne of the 
three products (with logs lying right at the 
bottom of the scale), and the enormous 
increase if such products were processed to 
a further stage.
The figures speak for themselves It might 
be noted in passing that the extremely low 
export figures for plywood do not indicate 
actual production In the last few years 
about 95 per cent of plywood produced has 
been sold on the local market, and of course 
much of that found its way illegally across 
Ghana's borders.

It is important to emphasise that higher 
export earnings is not the only issue at stake 
in arguing that value-added products as 
opposed to round logs should comprise the 
major share of exports Encouragement of 
local processing has far wider implications 
than foreign earnings. Ils contribution to 
extending areas of employment and to 
developing backward and forward linkages 
with other sectors of the economy are of 
crucial importance to an underdeveloped 
economy such as Ghana's.
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Avoiding the issue
P96. ,aw the Ireat river jn Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe — A country study by Howttu 
Sintson (The Scandinavian Institute a 
African Studies, Research Report S'o 55 
Skr. 10) 
HERE IS another useful 
Scandinavian Institute of 
dealing 
in the

in its time. Mr. Lupton give 
readable summary of the two volumes, a 
perceptive description of the background, si 
and an assessment of Park's personality. He n 
may spend too much time in establishing, 
from a mass of ev idcnce. the precise mode 
of the death of Park and his few surviving 
companions in the rapids at Bussa. now  ...» - 
submerged in the lake formed by Nigeria’s loving husband and father 
great Kamji hydro-electric dam. But he 
was. after all. for some years District Officer 
at Bussa before it was subm 
over twer” •—— ■— 
himself tc   
among material previously 
which led to his book.

Park’s first journey. begun in 1795 during 
the wars with France which considerably 
delayed its start, was sponsored by the 
African Association w hich was interested in 
both the development of trade and the 
improvement of geographical knowledge. 
Park was only 24. an unpractised, but 
travelled, surgeon who had bee 
modest Scottish farm. But his 
knowledge — of "the production of a ill-organised — militaru 

so little known" and of "the modes Park led. He had fina.., 
md the character” of the people — local traders, he needed 
:ed him th.it Inno before tropical expedition's losses am 

r----------- .. melancholy reading-
hat as a emphasises that final «i 

' certain by it ' 
view of the 
the necessary 
route. Yet what 
too readily fire on 
serious aggress<■ 
mission, which r ", 
best forgotten. Park lives by virtue

country1
of life at 
convinced him that, long t  , ...
equipment or dress for Europeans was 
heard of (he even used his ha: —. « 
receptacle for his notes), or treatment of 
tropical diseases — or even their nature — 
had been developed, he could on his own 
carry out the Association's mission. This 
was to go from The Gambia to the Niger — 
on foot for the most part, although that was 
not specified in the instructions — and

_ ascertain "the course, and. if possible, the 
rise and termination of that river". He was 
also to visit the already legendary

_ "Tumbuctoo" and the cities of "Houssa” 
I whose names, such as Kano and Katsina. 
| were well-known m Europe 
i not yet been visited by Eui 

whose location and < 
Association had been inter years.

Mr. Lupton clearly uhmw me four vcJ 
confusion existing in Europe about the 
Niger: did it join the Nile, was it really the y

igo. etc ? It may seem surprising that — d u ‘ that-|| by oor Munga. I saw hut 
e the Niger, or part of it. already ajT lhc coach in Selkirk the da)

afforded a great commercial route and. as * Muniio after all. had spent six month 
the Lander brother., who clearly, in 1830. °ul, _f,._ u:.  *
established that the Niger entered the

care, we ship

.’cs us aconcise but the interior of West Africa". It is full ofrt= 
individual people, as well as of establishes 
stales and communities, trade, law an— 
religion. It demonstrated Park's belief ib 
"the genuine sympathies and charactensta 
feelings of our common nature".

Mr. Lupton draws a sympathetic picture 
of Park, the "reluctant surgeon" and thss 

of the following 
years. He also discusses Park’s attitude tc 
slavery and politics. But. whatever the 

nerged and there. British government’s interest — and il*a= 
enty years ago. first dedicated largely, as later, to forestall the French — 
to the wide research, some of it Park was eager to undertake another 

unpublished. African journey and readily agreed to lea- 
an expedition which, although militan 

g necessities seriously interfered with >t$- 
which considerably preparation and start, had a dearl) 

i .. commercial purpose. Apart from expand­
ing geographical know ledge Park, this time 
directly financed by the government.wasto 
ascertain commercial prospects of the areas 
he traversed and to follow the course of the

4 oeen born on a Niger. 
» fils passion for * .... - ... u——a
Production of a 
id of "the modes

It was a small — but in fact too big and 
ill-organised — military expedition which 
Park led. He had finally agreed that, like 

J a "caravan". The 
and failures make 

ng; Mr. Lupton 
il disaster was made 

its leaving Timbuktu too late.in 
: rains. Park also failed to secure 

chiefly support along his 
never Park’s faults — did he 
... ... people who had no 
ssive intent? — this second 
,i really achieved nothing. 6 

 o------- Park lives by virtue of his
first, lonely, travels and the excellent book 
which resulted.

Mr. Lupton’s book was published before 
the London Daily Televruph reported a 
Woking readers account of the characteris­
tically phlegmatic welcome Park received in 
1797 (the date the reader gave, although it 
was really 1798) when he returned to his 
home at Foulshiels, after a separation oi 

■cry anxious years. Park’s mothei 
intly heard "a man chappin’ at the 

His brother remarked casually. "I 
that'll by oor Munga.

Selkirk

rnne. but which had 
—iropeans. and in 

d character the 
interested for some

Lupton clearly explains the 
' ig in Europe about the 

the Nile, was it really the 
-c... ..uprising that — 

r—- of it. already 
?reat commercial route ar 

4<-. brothers, who clearly, in
  ,„BV1 CIHC1CU Ule in London after his return from Th< 

Atlantic through its delta, were to be told of Gambia, via Goree and Antigua, before hi 
this fact near Bussa itself — the idea of would leave the capital, and the writmgam 
systematic enquiry about the river among other by-products of his travels, for Iht 
merchants and others in West and North 
Africa was not contemplated. The 
Association wanted a first-hand account. 
And. as everybody knows, at Segu Park at 
last, on July 21. 1796, saw the great riv 
and its chv/h <ir</ flow .

Park s resolution, fortitude and stamina 
had been remarkable. He had faced 
hostility and danger; but he had also 
received much help, hospitality and 
kindness, particularly from the lady he so HERE IS another useful product of th 

I warmly recalls, as Mr. Lupton says, in his Scandinavian Institute of African Studie 
narrative, who in plaintive verse asked all to dealing with a country that has been muc 
take pity on the poor lone white man. tn the news for quite some time now 
because "no mother has he". Today, Howard Simson. born in South Africa an 
however, the importance of this narrative is now a researcher at the Economic Histor 
that it was the first "realistic, detailed and Institute of Uppsala University, has pi 
objective description... of everyday life in together a picture of the "economil
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profits, it was estimated that foreign 
interests had maintained their overall 
dominance of the Rhodesian economy, 
that the total foreign liabilities had doul 
by 1976, reaching over $2bn. The

BAT) 
companies operating it

_t  them also have South .
4 influence of Therefore in these times of sccrc 
tan economy impossible to accurately determine 

holding of each country "
jmpanies We learn that in commercial agricultut 
jf private South African interests “dominated t 

eign largest and most pro' 
this units, though domestic 

numerous, 
earned 75 f 
profits, and <

political and social conditions which 
characterise Zimbabwe today", or rather 
yesterday since this study was published in 
late 1979 — its chronological table ends 
with the Lancaster House talks.

This is a comprehensive introduction to 
what was the last outpost of white racist, 
minority rule in Southern Africa, and what 
is now independent Zimbabwe. It is 
particularly useful since it describes the 
historical, economic and political 
framework of Zimbabwe from 1890 to the 
present day in a well-ordered form. The 
author looks at the proletarianisation of the 
African peasantry. European commercial 
agriculture and African subsistence 
farming, and runs through the other sectors 
of the economy with a fair balance of 
accuracy and rapidity.

There arc. however, twists and turns that 
are a little disturbing when the subject at 
hand is the important Guv mi" mi 
nation whose decolonisation was lengthily 
delayed by the "internationalist" collusion 
of capita' ' -
theauthi  ...  
South Africa on the Rhoc 
during the UDI years. Howard Simson 
writes that in 1963 foreign companies We learn that in commercial agriculture, 
accounted for roughlv 68 per cent of private South African interests “dominated the 
compans income 'when total foreign largest and most profitable production financiers of Mr. Ian Smi 
liabilities were about SI billion. Of this units, though domestic farmers were more 
amount, “about $3()0m. was public debt numerous. In 1963 foreign companies and | 
and S700m. private liabilities owed mainly earned 75 per cent of the gross company Zimbal 
to Britain ($400-500m ). South Africa profits, and of this South African companies 
(S200m ) and the USA ($40m.). After a accounted for 88 per cent" The author 
decade of partially operative sanctions, notes elsewhere that “all told. Zimbabwe 
substantial economic expansion and high has a fairly sophisticated financial structure

distribution of these assets in Zimbabwe non-conclusion 
had materially altered, with South Africa indej “ 
becoming an equal partner with Britain" 
The estimates of liability distribution 
became $400m of public debt. $1 6bn. Tl 
shared between Britain and South Africa. 
and about S200m to other countries (of t 
which SI 30m. to the US).

He notes elsewhere that the bulk of the j 
capital from exports from South Africa; natior 
that “South African companies have 
certainly gained in market share No less 
than five of Zimbabwe's top ten industrial 
companies arc either controlled by or 
associated with South African companies 

t... _. (Rhodesian Breweries. Hippo Valley, 
one of an African Premier Portland Cement. Plate Glass and 

lengthily BAT) However, of the 150 British 
collusion companies operating in Zimbabwe. 119 of 

talist interests. It is important that them also have South African subsidiaries, 
iior notes the increasing influence of Therefore in these times of secrecy it is 

idesian economy impossible to accurately determine the real itself nearly half the total gov 
expenditure in 1978. However, hoi 
repudiation goes is another matter because 
South Africa was among the principal 

nth's war economy
When the author comes to the problems 

prospects for an independent 
ibwe. his aim is a critical analysis of 

the industrialisation process in the colonial 
economy But he starts by setting a false 
problem and seeks an answer to a question 
that does not exist: "whether the

, and of savings into a 
iblcd capital investments .

Yet, he comes to the rather lame 
i that the relevance in an 

....ependent Zimbabwe of this financial 
structure rooted in a society of extreme 
inequalities of wealth "remains to be seen" 
There would have been no harm in 
speculating that such profound economic 
ties involving the most productive sectors of 
the economy would have a marked effect on 

post-independence behaviour of a 
>na list government. This is exactly what 

we arc seeing in Mr. Robert Mugabe's 
cautious pronouncements about his 
government’s intentions, in reality. South 
Africa poses perhaps a greater economic 
threat to a socialist Zimbabwe than even 
military. There is logic in the Zimbabwe 
government's decision to honour all 
financial obligations except those involving 
military expenditure — South Africa 
reportedly granted more than 50 per cent of 
white Rhodesia's soaring defence spending.

half the total government 
iw far this
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pretr 
nde to the metals the 

just a personal quit: 
• e spread them 
odium. Indium 
•w.». they maml 

content themselves with some pointers Th 
style is dry but if read with diligence, like 
prospector for the ores of precious metal1 
excitement can be brought to the surfac 

: romance whic 
all unseen

Dry but sound
Guide to Precious Metals and their Markets, 
by Peter Robbins & Douglas Lee I Kogan 
Page. £14)

Reg d
1207 de Maisonneuve Blvd W. 

Montreal, Quebec HA3 1N6 
Tel: 514-843-6307

industrialisation process is tending tow ards 
the formation of [a]‘unified* or a ‘dualistic' 
economic structure. By 'unified' we mean 
that the widening capitalist or modern 
sector tends to gradually absorb the excess 
population from the rest of the economy i.e. 
there is a long run tendency towards 
economic unification even though some 
inequalities may persist for a long period of 
time By 'dualism' is meant the opposite 
tendency, namely the exclusion of a large 
pan of the population from the benefits of 
growth, the increasing unemployment or 
underemployment in the subsistence 
sector"

It comes ns no surprise that capitalism in 
Rhodesia was. “tending towards 'dualism' 
rather than 'unification'. That despite the 

growth performance of the 
is failing to absorb the potential 

e and leading to the exclusion 
Mjverishment of the vast majority of 
.'an population " The author fails to 
nself ot the false theoretical 
lion of the possiblity of "unifica- 
— which contains the idea

while

jntirmmg Agents for all 
here and abroad Full documen- 
r charges are moderate Effects 
illy packed in steel container or

lector for the ores of 
ument can be brougl 

and remember that the 
brought up the ' ’

"Oted
? precious metals are mor 
ated with coins or jewel 

lery. Over the past decade the gro»- 
ing use of these metals in industry hi: 
increased the interest being taken in ther 
not only by industrialists using them btf 
also by financial institutions which have 
cither financed metal stocks or investedr 
them directly and an increasing number o 
private investors have also sought to addn 
interest in these metals to their portfolios! 
a protection against inflationary influences 
(These individuals should be distinguishei 
from the more recent activities of pmati 
buyers taking a speculative interest in tb 
metals because they were demonstrate, 
how "precious" they had become rathe 
than for their industrial significance).

Mr. Robbins and Mr Lee give a 
thorough market gui ’ ■ ■* ■ • *
cover, and it is perhaps ji 

p. to wish that they could have
mu aPPcar,n8 'as* autumn this book selves a little more on Rhoi  

C.° „ be judged as a remarkable display of Osmium and Ruthenium where t ht 
skilled timing in reading the market since 
any would-be speculator in precious metals 
could have stuffed a copy into his knapsack 
as he began to climb with his chosen metals 
to hitherto unsealed heights, indeed to 
heights which only a few months before 
would have seemed fit only for the more

impressive j 
economy.it i> 
labour force 
and impo 
the Africa 
nd him* 
assumpti 
tion" — which contains the idea of 
equitable development — while the 
"dualism" is in fact the inherent trend of 
capitalism But even the discussion of 
"dualism" is superficial. A look at 
development in the industrialised world 
shows the tendency for investment to 
"deepen" rather than "widen" capital, and 
we can also find there a "structural 
incapacity of the modern sector to absorb 
the potential labour force .

Just as the author says "the 'basic' cause 
of dualism is the technological dependency 
of the emergent capitalist economies on 
advanced capitalist economies", it comes as 
no surprise that in his section on “the 
socialist transition" in Zimbabwe, he production, consumption, uses and tri 
stresses the need to overcome rural major factors which (in normal times) infle- 
poverty "The aim of land reform would be cnce the markets in these metals and there- 
not merely to correct the historical fore the prices quot 
imbalance of land ownership between white To most people pi
and black, but more importantly to frequently associate 
reorganise the presently conservative ~ 
peasant production in the (Tribal Trust 
Lands) m such a way as to realise new 
energies in the people, break down 
traditional barriers to innovation and 
improve productivity" This unfortunately 
smacks of the "backward African peasant" 
rather more than explaining the industrial 
reservoir and intended (though in reality 
insufficient) subsistence aspects of these 
depots of misery. These criticisms 
notwithstanding. Howard Simson's book is 
useful

at peuv 
keep r 

possible on level grot 
o hav e been overtaken 1.

way as to cast doubts on how close- 
:h w ith market sentiments the author 
On the other hand it should t- 

remembered that during the giddy daysea 
her this year day-to-day commentator 
were reduced to invoking some suchphra*_ 
"as an entirely new psychology is no= 
operating in the market", which was am 
of admitting, without actually say mg it, th_ 
one did not quite know what was going on;- 
prices sought and paid began to lose i 
touch with the industrial realities whifi 
underlie even precious metals. At times, 
really did seem as if atavistic beliefs inf; 
magic powers of precious metals. especuH. 
gold and silver, had reviv cd so strongly as to 
have become market forces

The new record levels, however, reined 
other market forces, which had been tetr, 
poranly stunned, and they came back into 
play to reduce the precious metals prw 
(not without causing considerable damage 
to the general economy).

Re-reading this book n 
atmosphere now prev; 
plead that it is a little di 
its plainness is pro 
and much of what 
firmly in mind Anyone who still wants to 
venture into precious metals after tb: 
scenes of the last six months and havirt 
read this book will probably know fairly 
clearly what he is doing and might wt 
survive without too much wear and tear

The data included covers (pretty terse!*

VO*» 11
|B7S __

economy.it
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lent on the coup in Liberia (West 
. <r;,,scs lssucs wKh Sergeant Doe 

P ,n Llberia You provide no answer to 
nial question of who has a moral right to 

■nen a change (jf gmcrnmcn| |S duc |n a 
ce the justification (or otherwise) of

The cause of coups
SIR. Your editorial comment on the coup in 
Liberia (West Africa. April 21) is characteristic of 
your journal’s views on coups as expressed in 
previous editorials on the subject Characteristi­
cally too. you were so equivocal that it is difficult 
to dnticise your views but your covert threat to 
Sergeant Doe is fairly easy to discern Many of 
your readers must now be aware of (he political 
leaning of your journal but it isangenn 
the least, that you should set out in this part 
editorial to philosophise on the subject of 
without outlining the real issues, especially 
respect to their causes, and without s"00'* 
cures and ways or preventing them m iu.«.

It is the failure of Western democracy in Africa 
that has led to coups m the continent. The most 
sacred provision of democracy — the changc of 
government by the governed through free and 
fair elections — has been devilishly but 
successfully thwarted by many African leaders so 
that the result of an election does not necessarily 
reflect the wishes of the electorate Several 
African leaders — Jomo Kenyatta, Kaunda, 
Ahidjo, to name just a few, have managed to get 
themselves elected with a vole of about 99 99 per 
cent to repeated terms of office, implying that 
they arc indispensable and that their countries 
would collapse the minute they leave office The 
ingenuity of the African politician in rigging 
elections appears to lie unlimited

With all due re spec 
that the Tolbert 
deserved and that 
Africa should i 
regime is more 
death than the _ 
it in cold blood last y 

The question is not 
right forcibly to remove corr 
’•elected" politicians but v-------- ....----

t, is regimes we have had so far have been abb 
the eradicate ‘ 
i a take over

I political 
s against 
liable A-

•uption, greed, self-interest ano double-t 
the trademark, ol such regimes. they provide 

most fertile breeding ground for Western 
immltsl interests which understandably direct 

< »- —irt give "stature to
mle'The fan"’thal'onder’lh.s stability the masses 
literally rot away and frulssl
suppression ol all opposition are only ol 
Indies importance to Western governments 

r^’IntZionarSeSSiy^s' 
Uke Amnesty tn ncc o( ..tnend| ..
P’”"" ° reX' is no. limited to Afnea

Taking If. sP'cl(ic

d ini led bv a Christian "man of some government leu c dcc|arcd an opcn war 
stature and aehrese and , „„
o„ , section ol « Wh;„ doc„ wc„ a
"’C" X, m a situation in which has become 
person do 1 ra||ng minority has decided

in such a way

vo mum reasons why unscrupulous With all due respect to the dead, the bitter truth is 
politicians have so far succeeded in that the Tolbert regime got exactly what it 
»t is the poverty and ignorance of deserved and that all true friends of Liberia and 

„ .lot realise that accepting Africa should rejoice at the changc. Surely the 
i politicians or allowing themselves to regime is more guilty of a crime punishable by 
instruments of rigging elections is nut death than the fifty-odd demonstrators killed by 

in the long-term interest of their country, as it in cold blood last year.
corrupt and incompetent politicians cannot The question is not whether a soldier has the 
bring about the real changes needed to bring true right forcibly to remove corrupt and incompetent 
prosperity "elected" politicians but whether the military

The second, and perhaps more important, is regimes we have had so far have been able to 
the attitude of the Western powers to the eradicate the evils they claimed forced them to 
so-called democratic regimes Once such a take over In other words, have they come, seen, 
regime is loyal to the economic and political conquered and left promptly for their barracks? 
interests of the West, once it is against The other important question is whether 
communism or the like of it, it is acceptable. As Africans, leaders and the led. have leamt the 
corruption, greed, self-interest and double-talk lessons of military coups These lessons are 
arc the trademarks of such regimes, they provide obvious
a most fertile breeding ground for Western For the leaders, it is to lead fairly 

,c pohiical capitate' interests wh.eh understandably d,ree, prepared to leave office ,n a gcntlcma.

sztf-v•
tt suggesting suppression or anopp^s|cm^governments Ser^r nTfe"* “"J

J^nea Z" *7^
,e„. The most .^STlXmahopat tne.den.uHy, th.,

„c,rs'fl* n,ns ,bc rca' °f being branded an 
agent of outside interests.
Birkenhead Dr. CHUKWUEDO IWEGBU
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the Liberian insurrection, and in fact any military Military couj 
coup, depends upon a resolution of this issue, development 
permit me to offer a thought on it momentan?;.. •

When Plato said that the pnee of liberty is do better by helping military 
nously placed the Sergeant Disc to achieve the objee 

iciding when a government has ’ •*
shown the way out. on the 

’ ...nciples of 
sport this view 
people can still 

i under an 
inncis tor 

jvemment are tightly 
te which manipulates 

people from 
abena under 

provided a 
affairs.
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a resolution
thought

'hen Plato said that the | 
perpetual vigilance, he obvi 
moral right of deciding 
gone far enough to be sit.  
people. Commonsense and the print 
democratic nationhood would supj 
But the question arises whether the j 
be held responsible for silently living 
oppressive regime when the char 
peacefully changing their gov 
held by an oppressive regime 
these channels to prevent the j 
making their views known. Lil 
Presidents Tubman and Tolfcrt 
perfect example of such a state of at

Under the Liberian Consitituion. which was 
drawn up by a handful of Amcnco-Libcnansfthe 
emancipated slave settlers of Liberia) the ballot 
box was open only to property ow ners. The effect 
of this was that a majority of the aborigines were 
effectively excluded from participation m the 
political system because the Amenco-Libcnans 
owned the property that qualified them to 
exercise their political rights. Since all business 
and commerce were substantially under the 
control of the Amcnco-bbenans the indigenous 
people were even denied the opportunity of 
being potential property-owners.

It was under a Constitution such as this that 
Mr Tolbert served as Vice-President tor 20 sears 
and as President for nine years. It is significant to 
note that Mr Tolbert’s greatest contribution to 
Qinshtutional reform was the lowering of the 
voting age trom 21 to 18years. But by upholding 
the property qualification was he not in fact 
entrenching the hold of the Amenco-Libcnans 
by releasing more of their young people into the 
political stream, since they were the only people 
most likely to own property at 18. rather than 
seeking a constitutional reform"’

Under such circumstances what 
alternatives were left to the Liberian — 
correct the contradictions in their soc.^... 
demonstrations and strikes seem to be the 
answer, but whether they provide a viable answer 
is to be found in the merciless manner in which 
the Tolbert regime crushed the April 
demonstrations last year — at least 49 people 
dead and many more injured.

Your alternative appears to be that Mr. 
Tolbert was seeking to improve things and that in 
the elections of 1983 the PPP could well have 
been voted into power, and so it would has e been 
better it Sergeant Doc had not acted. What your 
leader fails to mention is that for 29 years' Mr 
Tolbert was in a position to effect chances in the 
political climate of his country That he failed in 
those years to do anything positive in that 
direction should influence the degree ot 
optimism which we attach to his promises of 
doing something in the three years he had before 
him as President. Secondly, it seems to have 
escaped you that so long as the property 
qualification remained on the statute books a 
majority of the supporters of the PPP and MOJA 
had no franchise II this is coupled with the fact 
that the entire PPP leadership was behind bars on 
odd uCS°f ,rcason' ” ,scas,ly appreciated that the 
1 PPhad no chance of winning the 1983 elections.

Deplorable idea
Under these circumstances, it would appear SIR: Your interviewer (March 24, 19801 asked 

(hat Sergeant Doc’s uprising must be justified Nigeria's President Shchu Shag.in what action he 
Die fact that Mr Tolbert was the Chairman of could contemplate against sections of the 
the OAU should let all African leaders know that Nigerian press for ’’extremely bitter, unre- 
international stature and proficiency in rhetoric strained, and divisive" criticism. What good did 
do not absolve them from their basic your interviewer think he was doing by even 
responsibilities to seek the welfare of their remotely suggesting that "some sort of action 
people. That Sergeant Doe is“a relatively junior against the press" should ever be considered1 
member" of Liberia's armed forces should not Ik Irresponsible journalism is indeed deplorable, 
taken as a bar on him to seek to correct the but even more deplorable is any notion th.il 
injustices that he sees in his society official arbitrary reprisals generically applied t(

i Liberia, which cost Prcsnfa: 
is something which was long 

overdue, and although one does not entire.! 
agree with the wav the President was killed.*: 
must understand the indignation the Liberup 
people have suffered under success: 
Governments from J J Roberts to Tolbert 

The country has always been governed 
independence by members of the Club — He 
True Whig Party — non-members arc regarded 
as unpatriotic and as such never given achanccto 
serve their country An example is Dr 
Togba -N’ah Tipotch. a brilliant economist whoa 
I have had the privilege to meet. Dr Robert­
as he was then known — was appointedeconon»» 
adviser to the President alter a short spell» 
economic lecturer at the University of Libero, 
his association with the President did not last loot 
because of his Socialist inclination and the 
President s dogmatic approach to capitalism

I happened to live in Monrovia dunng theW 
three years of Tubman s administration and the 
first two years of Tolberts, and as a photographs 

other I did sonic work for people like Richard Hennes, 
in people to Reginald Townsend. James A Pierre. StevenaN 
iciety? Mass Frank Tolbert, all top Government officials ani 

all Amenco-Libcnans. locally known asCongos 
My association with them made me realise ho* 
lucky I wasnot to be a Liberian I could have bee* 
in jail without committing an olfence. their toU 
disrespect for ordinary Libenans «i* 
that astonishing.

Frank Tolbert, senior brother of the I1K 
President, once threatened to jail me l« 
demanding better payment for some work I d-J 
for him at his house in Crow n Hill I had no choice 
but to leave his house before it was loo late 

One of Preside”! Tolbert's mistakes 
appointing his brothers. Frank and Steven.aid 
son. A B Tolbert, to high positions. to 
consolidate his family's grip over the country He 
tooled the Liberians with slogans such as“ToUl 
Involvement for Higher Heights" and"FromMit‘ 
to Mattresses" Today Liberians arc still sleeping 
on mats.

The poor Libenans have suffered long enough 
perhaps they will regard April 12. 1980. as 
Independence Day instead of July 2 
Indigenous Ijbenans have been suhji 
the role of labourers and watchmen for 
London

ips undoubtedly set backeconotc 
mient but do they not. at lea*! 
i.«nly, satisfy asocial need? Might weno: 

■ r by helping military leaders Ide 
... . u;ectivcsof thc.r

people rather than writing them offasusuipcr 
the peoples’ moral right of deciding what isgi 
for them’’

President Tolbert may have been a man d 
stature as claimed by your leader comment be 
must posterity not judge him by the dedicatur. 
and honesty with which he served hispcople"1 As 
a man he deserves all our sympathies for the »ai 
he met his end . but as a President of Libenadut 
we not be justified in wishing him Godspeed’ 
L’/tn ersm of Birmingham KWADWO ASl.AMA
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them apply informed of prevailing conditir 

icmbers. effort being made by the 
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play in the future devclopr 
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Sadly the expectant 
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irformancc of the Vice I
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Shameful
event

SIR The afternoon of Sunday Apnl 13. saw the 
gathering of many Ghanaians at the Ghana High 
Commission in London to listen and talk to the 
Vice-President Dr J. W S. de Graft-Johnson. 
People had come from as far afield as Manchester 
for what was to be a momentous occasion

press that rocks no boat is 
i the memorable words of 

Achebc. "Most writers 
I arc inveterate critics of 
>f society — a role i 

pie visit 
jalism

ire and strength To wis 
to wi~L ’------------ ---

own newsj 
fact that Oi 
The on' 
one ths 
Such governments usua 
undermining the security a 
nation, thus equating tl 
government in power, 
nation-state, even though tl 
necessarily correspond

Indeed, a compliant | 
a dangerous omen. In 
novelist Chinua 
(journalists included) 
their fellow-men and of 
on them by their multiple vision, their ■■■uuioi 
scepticism and individualism . . That is the 
writer's nature and strength To wish him to be 
otherwise is to wish impotence upon him and 
deny society the full v igour of his creativity." The 
only requirement is that the Nigci 
should raise this role above the level of | 
lemiewee (Dr.) CHRIS ON

constraintsof Nigerian press law, the self-interest 
of the journalists' unions will make 1 
voluntary sanctions against ernng me 

Even more importantly, pre: 
government leaders, even if 
preferable to government in auneni 
ments have infinite facilities to pre 
press conferences, information 

vs papers, radio and »v,»> .
officials arc the principal newsmakers, 

jnly government that should fear criticism is 
(hat wants to hide culpable incompeter 

rally accuse their critic! 
rity and/or welfare of the 

the fortunes of the cnhgt 
with those of the seemed to suggest (tongue i 

the two fortunes do not repatriation ot the funds of 
was the most imporl 
home economy. Nc 
government's proposet 
the social, political ant 

_____ _. The Vice-President's 
imposed coupled with the poor 

ir natural afternoon, resulted 
where angry voices < 
This resulted finally 
with hard work the
again be on its feet in 18 months. At tl 

enan press uproar of the crowd's indigt 
jf pettiness. Vice-President and H.E. the 11 
)NUNKWO being hastily ushered out, t 

crowd once again shamefull)
Experience 

sceptical of the i 
be hoodwinked 
farcical afternoon 
their fears and s>«« 
competence of ..._ .......... b_____
vis-a-vis the unstable political situation and the 
moribund economy. This raises the serious 
question of whether we arc to expect no more of 
this government than of the previous ones.
London J S. ANNAN Jr
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the press would be good for society.
The Nigerian press laws on libel and sedition 

take adequate care of recklessness in journalism. 
Any journalist who persists in defaming public 
officials, or in inciting the population against 
legally constituted authority will not only land his 
medium into bankruptcy, but may have to spend 
several years in jail. This means that the "some 
sort of action" insinuated by your interviewer is 
not really necessary

It is granted that the Nigerian pr 
a lot of improvement. One needs 
copy of many of our newspaper 
unabashed provincialism of their < 
the creation of more states in 1967, the 
of Nigerian unity had centred around 
curb excessive tribal chauvinism Today 
of stattsm has compounded that prob 
performance during and since the I: 
elections in Nigeria opens the pres 
of being the most unconscionable 
this divisiveness in the country.

Presidential candidates were berated more for 
coming from the "wrong" tnbe than for what 
they stood for. Reporters and theircditors passed 
up opportunities to pin candidates down to 
specifics of their campaign promises made in 
vague generalities Instead, one newspaper after 
another engaged in baseless predictions of which 
candidate was winning the most states; usually 
the candidate of the writer's ethnic group was 
predicted as winning. With very few exceptions, 
journalists failed to explain and analyse issues in 
the elections to enable voters to make intelligent 
choices. Rather, they kept promoting their pet 
candidates — some ol them mediocre individuals 
whose only justification for seeking public office 
was membership of a particular ethnic group

Despite this press lapse, however, official 
victimisation is not the answer As the tradition of 
freedom of expression takes hold, increased 
competition among the media will eventually 
drive foul players out of business. Aside from the

y wished to be 
ions at home, the 

King made by the present civilian 
iress criticism of government to put the country back on an eve" 
if scurrilous, is keel, and to be reassured that there is a role tor 
....... ii Govern- them to play in the future development of Ghana 
iresent theircase: which would encourage their return home

____ ______ ,n officers, their Sadly the expectant crowd was wretchedly 
radio and television, and the disappointed and thoroughly dismayed by the 

: principal newsmakers, performance of the Vice-President 
it should fear criticism is Only a brief, superficial and 

uninformative "speech" was delivered. 
Vice-President alluded to the fact that the 
economy was in shambles, which was no great 

ghtenment to the assembled crowd and 
. z.---------- In check) that the

<_ iwuus of Ghanaians abroad 
irtant way of helping the ailing 
•Jo mention was made of the 
~>sed policies to help alleviate 
u and economic distress.

undutiful attitude, 
organisation of the 

m a riotous question time 
demanded to be answered 
in a vacuous statement that 

• Ghanaian economy would 
thispomtthe 

gnation led to the 
High Commissioner 
to the jeers of the 

ly disappointed
has taught Ghanaians to be 
vague promises and thus refuse to 

<1 any more The events of this 
have done nothing to allay 

suspicions of the intentions and 
f the incumbent government 

political situation and the 
This raises the serir,,c 

we are to expect no mor*. «.
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negotiating a new ITA 
,.e that severe price flue- 
because of inflation and 

tary uncertainty, could be 
.ted over the next few years 
said that in such a situation 

producers and consumers would 
t to sec an agreement that 

ijcct some stability into the 
"Our task, therefore,must 

be to frame an agreement equip­
ped to deal with the economic con­
ditions we know we must encount-

Thc draft text of a new agree­
ment. incorporating proposals 
from producer and consumer 
states, aims at stabilising pnees 
through a buffer stock of tin and 
cash. The new agreement will 
replace a 1976 accord which 
expires at the end of June 1981 — 
the fifth such pact since 1956.

Leading producers taking part m 
the fivc-weck conference in 
Geneva arc Thailand, Malaysia. 
Indonesia. Australia. Nigeria. 
Zaire and Bolivia Major consum­
ers include the United Stales. 
Japan and the European Economic 
Community (EEC).

Producer countries want to 
maintain in the new agreement 
export controls which would allow 
them to hold back supplies of tin 
from the market in limes of surplus 
and stop prices falling below a 
minimum level Some consumer 
countries would like to abandon 
that system.

Producers also want comj 
contributions by cc 
buffer stock. Instc; 
tary arrangement 
agreement

The producers also want to 
amend the voting* system in the 
International Tin Council, which 
administers the Agreement, so as 
to prevent big consumers blocking 
moves by producers.

Mr Lai said the collapse 
month of the International Ct 
Agreement would have implica­
tions extending beyond the cocoa 
industry . “That is another reason 
why the tin negotiating conference 
must succeed.” he said

in financing and in promoting reductions in international payments 
imbalances. This latter topic covered the long di scusscd dollar substitution 
account. Other items on the Committee’s agenda included measures to 
improve the Fund's income position and to lower the costs of using the 
Fund's supplementary financing facility.

The Joint Ministerial Committee of the Boards of Governors of the 
World Bank and the IMF on the Transfer of Real Resources to 
Developing Countries (Development Committee) also met in Hamburg. 
The principal items on the Development Committee s agenda were 
expected to be (i) programme lending for structural adjustment by the 
World Bank, (u) cofinancing by multilateral development institulionsand 
priv ate financial sources of capital; (in) a report on the decision to increase 
the repayment period of the extended Fund facility from eight to ten years 
and on progress in identifying the ways and means to reduce the costsol 
using the Fund's supplementary finandng facility.

Preceding those two meetings, the Inter-governmental Group of 24on 
International Monetary Affairs also met in Hamburg, at the deputies 
level on April 21 and 22. and at the ministerial level on Apnl 23. (The 
chairmanship of the ministers* group passed to Mr. O- 0. Vincent, 
Governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria, and that of the deputies to Mr 
G O. Nwanko. Executive Director of the Central Bank of Nigeria.) 
During their deliberations the G-24 Ministers considered all the pnnopal 
subjects scheduled to be taken up by the Interim Committee and the 
Development Committee dunng their meetings on the subsequent days

Changing fortunes
from a correspondent
AFTER RISING for six consecutive months the International Monetary 
Fund s pnee index of commodities, other (han oil and precious metals — 
categories which everybody now recognises are subject to major 

i influences other than (han the effects of supply and demand in world 
markets — fell in March, by 4.2 per cent in terms of US dollars, by 2 per 
cent in terms of the IMF’s rather more stable Special Drawing Rights and 
2 25 per cent in terms of sterling, which wasinsclf weakening dunng the 
month The only commodities which rose were coffee, nee and tin. The 
weekly list of commodity prices in the Financial Funes shows that many of 
them are below the pnecs of a year ago and also that many are nearer their 
lows, rather than their highs, for 1980

The dip has two probable causes, one of which can be given an 
encouraging interpretation even though it means that commodity 
producers will receive less for their exports, the other potentially more 
significant and worry ing The first is that there now appears to be slightlv 
less widespread distrust in currencies, and financial stability, this has 
reduced investors’ eagerness to move their cash out of money and into 
tangible commodities (including gold) It has to be recognised that this 
switch back into money has been encouraged by the high interest rates 
offered on most of the industrial world's leading currencies, from nearly 
10 per cent on Deutsch marks upwards These rateshave clearly exceeded 
the inflationary expectations of outside speculators in commodity 
markets. (,\ reduction in inflationary expectations does not necessarily 
point to a rapid, large or sustained fall in inflation rates but it does take 
dimh^ *hC SpCCU,ativc money-chasing-goods pressure out of inflation s

The second cause of the dip could be the much more wommg one of a 
real decline in demand for physical raw materials (as distinct for demand 
for paper futures), as manufacturers reduce their working stockpiles and 
factory activities in anticipation of, or response to. slower sales. Some of 
this running down of stocks is almost certainly inspired by the high cost of 
holding slocks — which arc not actually earning — because of the high 
interest rates being charged as well as offered In such circumstances and 
with currently cheap commodity prices in the market it makes sense to 
reduce borrowing or to put any available cash for buy mg stocks on deposit 
and buy raw materials as needed rather than for expected needs The dip 
in demand for commodities, however, could be an outrider of the 
much-heralded recession w hich has been slower in making its appearance 
than had been expected There is considerable spare capacitv in industrial 
countries, and an increasing dearth of customers, and though the dip m 
commodity prices has slowed the increase in manufacturers costs there are 
still past increases (including oil bills and wage settlements) to be added to 
the price of goods Icav mg the factories - these will undermine still further 
the terms of trade for developing countries which are alreadv liable to 
receive less cash for their commodity exports.

The OECD has estimated that if growth in the industrialised world falls 
by one per cent the export earnings of developing countries fall by about 
S_.000ni.. nearly two thirds of the trade of developing countries is with 
industrialised countries. With high interest rates operating more or less 
world-wide the recession is likely to be a world-wide, svnehronised 
recession. The last time that this happened, in 1974/75 after the 1973 
quadrupling of oil pnees burst a virtually world-wide (and very 
inflationary) boom, (he developing countries themselves were a major 
factor in reviving industrial activity, and so raw material demand, by their 
role as customers which depended on their recent earnings as commodity 
suppliers and their credit-worthiness as borrowers of the recycled OPEC 
surpluses. This time there is much less hope of such pump-priming, the 
developing countries’ recent earnings have been lower in real terms and 
they are entering the repay ment period for the loans that they took from 
the first recycling of OPEC surpluses. These matters have been among the 
topics under consideration in Hamburg for the past week where the 
Interim Committee of the Board of Governors of the IMF and various 
associated groups have been meeting.

The Interim Committee was expected to discuss the world economic 
■outlook, based on an analysis of the economic situation and policies of the 

ndustnal countries, the oil exporting and the oil importing developing 
—ountnes and focusing on the problems of balance of payments 

djustment and financing, with particular consideration to the Fund’s role

Cocoa steadies
At the middle of last week cocoa 

prices appeared to have checked, 
at least temporarily, the slide which 
was started by producer selling — 
according to dealers there were 
definitely sales from Brazil and 
much talk of sales by Ghana and 
possibly Nigeria. May cocoa was 
down to nearly £1,250 a tonne and 
July about £1,270, it was not until 
May next year that priccsgot above 
£1.400. The low prices have 
brought back some bargain 
hunting actual buyers, including 
Russia and other East European 
interests. The present price range is 
about the lowest for nine months.

Grinding reports
The I S Chocolate Manufactur­

er* Assoc.ition has announced th.it 
grindings dunng January-March 
this year fell to ’6.90' short tons 
compared with 44.722 tons in the 
First quartet ol 1979 This was a fall 
ol 17.5 percent. Imports oI cocoa 
liquor were 15.09’ tons, cake and 
powder, 10,818 tons and cocoa 
butter 8.945 tons.

Cocoa bean grindings 
Netherlands for the first 
were 35.080 tonnes compar 
35.390 tonnes in 1979 
quarter. This repre? 
of 0 9 per cent for tl.. .

West German grindings in the 
first quarter of 1980 were reported 
at 40,240 tonnes compared with 
37.592 tonnes in 1979, an increase 
of 7.0 per cent.

Ghana main crop purchases up 
to April 17 were 280,345 tonnes 
compared with 247,311 tonnes at 
the same time last year.
O Coffee, which has been per 
mg strongly lately, cased so mi 
tost week, probably because of 
stronger currency factors. Prices 
ranged from about £1,640 a tonne 
for May up to £1,730 for 
November.

Tin talks
Mr. Peter Lai. executive chair­

man of the International Tin 
Council, opened the 31-nation
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of or , 
second half of 1979 is exj 
show better figures for 1 
the difficult trading 
Nigcna. and the cha 
from subsidiary

Group tradin
was £22 68m against izi.y/m., 
hut was subject to a £2 29m 
increase in interest to £10 44m

The directors say that although 
results were disappointing, order 
intake was at a record level and has 
continued to be good in the early 
months of the current year. They 
look for m improvement in trading 
profits for 1980.

Systems building 
factory

The building systems organisa­
tion, II H Robertson, is to 
establish a full subsidiary < 
and factory in Nigeria 
Robertson (Nigeria) Ltd will be 
operational in August this year 
with a £3m head office and 
manufacturing plant based at 
Enugu in /Xnambra State

Nigerian interests will own 40 
per cent of the new company’s 
shares, and the labour force will be 
wholly Nigerian

The new company's 145ft long 
production line is currently being 
laid down on a seven acre site at 
Enugu lmtially .it will produce two 
profiles of steel roofing and walling 
systems in three corrosion­
resistant finishes — Zincalume. 
SMP and Vcrsacor — as well as 
complementary insulation, day- 
bghting and ventilation systr

Robertson has been invol 
the building construction indust 
in Nigeria since 1960 and l‘ 
company's products have be 
employed on many major p"”"' 
A typical exar ' 
completed 
Power Stat

Blackwood Hodge (Nigcna) 
share of profits for the six months 
toJunc 30, 1979,was £291,000, its 
first contribution as an associate, 
the figure for the whole of 1978 
would have been £2 61m.

The directors say that the 
reduction was due to the inclusion 

inly six months figures — the 
jnd half of 1979 is expected to 

BH(N) — 
$ conditions in 
range of status 

y to an associate 
mg profit for 1979 

gainst £21.97m., 
to a £2 29m

Pre-tax profits of £6.6m. were 
made by Caledonian Airways, the 
aviation, travel and leisure group, 
in (he year ended October 31. 
1979 These results are substan­
tially better than had been 
anticipated after a year of heavy 
setbacks m the air transport 
industry.

Profits had been expected to be 
lower than last year's £12 2m 
Group pre-tax profit because of 
hugely increased fuel and infra­
structure charges, the DC-10 
grounding, last year's unusually 
severe winter, and the general 
worldwide economic recession

Total group turnover showed an 
increase of £23,367,000 and rose 
to a record £200.342,000. The 
Caledonian Airways Group com­
prises British Caledonian Airways, 
Blue Sky Holidays, Caledonian 
Hotel Management. British 
Caledonian Helicopters, and the 
Caledonian Airmotive jet engine 
facility which will start operations 
at Prestwick. Scotland next month.

British Caledonian earned a 
trading profit ot £4.696.000 and 
contributed £184,023.000 to 
Group turnover. The correspond­
ing figures last year were 
£9.944.000 and £163.147.000 
respectively

Passengers 
during the 
200.000 to 
cent were

Air freighting 
to Nigeria

Pelican Cargo is now running 
split charter air freight operations, 
following British Cargo's demise, 
on at least a weekly basis to Kano 
and Lagos Already return flights 
from Kano arc taken up with 
cargoes of Nigerian exports to 
Europe.

Mr. Terry Oldham, 
Executive of Pelican Carg 
that “further routes w 
opened on a planned 
consistent with sound economic 
principles being applied to prevent 
over-capacity on any particular 
route Pelican Cargo intends to 
develop new opportunities for 
forwarders, not only from the UK. 
but also from points overseas back 
to Europe.

Nigeria hits 
Blackwood Hodge

Lower profits from Nigeria 
(partly because only half a year s 
Hgures have some in), higher 
interest charges and an exceptional 
charge of £ I 65m. when Hydrocon 
Engineering went into receiver­
ship. brought pre-tax profits of 
Blackwood Hodge, the c.irthmov • 
ing equipment, sales and service 
group, well down in 1979 to 
£10 88m compared with 
£!6.43m. in 1978. Sales rose from 
£246 4m. to £281.6m

Hodge 
the six 

£291,

Delivering his Presidential 
Rev iew to the annual conference, 
being held in Senegal this year, of 
the International Association ot 
Seed Crushers Mr. J E Randag 
s.ud that the industiy may find it 
difficult to sustain the expansion 
and profitability ol iecent years in 
the f.ice ol less dynamic oilseed 
product markets and escalating

services while the remaining 
per cent travelled on h< 
charter flights

Freight carried amounted to 
47,494 tonnes, a marginal drop on 
the 49,785 tonnes recorded in 
1977/78, but scheduled freight at 
57 I per cent of the total showed a 
marked increase over last year's 
level of 44.5 percent.

The grounding of the DC-10 last 
year is estimated to have caused a 
drop in profits of at least £2.5m. 
BC AL is taking legal action against 
the US Federal Aviation 
Admimstrauon for barring the 
DC-10from American airspace for 
the 24 day period following the 
British Civil Aviation Authority's 
recertification of the aircraft If 
successful in this suit and 
subsequent damage proceedings. 
BCAL hopes to recover at least 
£lm.

Fuelcost BCAL an extra £5m. in 
1978/79 while infrastructure costs 
— i.c. landing, aircraft parking, 
navigation, security charges, etc — 
are currently increasing by about 
£3m. per year in the UK alone.

The airline's fleet comprised 29 
aircraft and the flagship DC-lfK 
averaged a daily utilisation of 
12 13 hours. Three more DC-10s 
arc due to be delivered this year 
and another has been ordered for 
next April

Despite a sev ere downturn in the 
overall Spanish mainland package 
holiday traffic. Caledonian Hotel 
Management recorded a trading 
profit of £1.306.000. This was a 
slight drop on the 1977/ 78 figure of 
£1,433.000 but the company's 
activities expanded greatly during 
the year with the beginning of new 
management contracts to operate 
the Hotel Africa in Monrovia. 
Liberia and the Hotel Pamodzi in 
Lusaka. Zambia. CHM was. in 
fact, publicly congratulated by 
President Kaunda of Zambia for 
the successful opening of the 
Pamodzi Hotel on schedule and in 
time for the Commonwealth Prime 
Ministers' Conference

Caledonian Hotel Mans 
signed acontract during th 
manage the Atlantic Hott 
Gambia

Sunray Ltd and Bossward 
Engineering Designs Ltd. are 
launching a £5m Low Cost House 
Unit Project in Nigeria. The two 
companies recently signed an 
agreement for a joint venture to 
build 250 three- and four-bedroom 
houses yearly These houses when 
completed will be offered to the 
public on a fivc-to-tcn year 
mortgage

When the project starts car 
June it should initially provi 
for over 150 Nigerian 
workers

Mr. S O Ajibola, chairman of 
Bossward Engineering Design 
(Nigeria) Ltd. said the company 
will be designing, fabricating and 
erecting houses, agricultural build­
ings and factory units and more 
luxurious homes where required, 
in all states, and provide some 
assistance to farmers modem 
potteries, factories and ranch­
type homes are included in the 
scheme

1976-77 to 89.6m. tonnes — has 
transformed the fortunes ot the 
international crushing industry 
Mt Randag said.

The increase has been more than 
enough to fill crushing capacities, 
w ith a substantial boost for margins 
and profitability, he said

Xnothei f.ictor in the turn­
around in the industry's fortunes 
has been the growth of markets to 
absorb the meal and oil equivalents 
of the large increase in seed 
supplies

World constin 
edible oils in 198 
cent on three y ears a 
of ovei 9m. tons < 
equivalent of 20m. 
soyameal. Mr. Randag » 
expansion could only pa 
attributed to lower 
added

In the edible oils market world 
consumption could notmally be 
expected to rise by about 2in tons 
or 5 per cent a year, with rapid 
growth in the dev eloping world Mr 
Randag said In 19'9 imports by 
the developing world reached the 
same level as those by Western 
Europe

But m spite ol these advances, 
the outlook for the international 
ciushing industry includes a 
numbei of uncertainties and 
unfavourable factors. Mr Rundag 
wained.

Oilseed farmers' markets were 
limited by available processing 
capacity X large element in the 
expected carryover of over I Im. 
tonnes ol I S. soy a was due not to 
the kick ot markets for oil and 
meal, but the lack of sufficient 
crushing capacity. Mr Randag

Crushers needed confidence in 
future expansion of oilseed 
supplies before investing in new 
capacity and the limitation on 
farmers' markets would occur 
again in the I98(h if there was too 
great an adjustment by farmers to 
present ample supplies, Randag

X f.ictor presenting big difficul­
ties for crushers was the rising cost 
of processing, particularly escalat­
ing energy costs

Oil-seed crop 
prospects

World production of major 
oilseeds in the 1979'80 season is 
now projected at 82.0m. tonnes, 
compared with 58.4m. Tonnes last 
season, the US Department of 
Agriculture has said
O Brazil's soya-bean crop this year 
is expected to be more than 15m 
tonnes according to official 
sources, and above 16m tonnes 
according to some crushing 
sources Last years crop was 
10 2m tonnes
O Malaysia plans to double its 
output of palm oil from the current 
1 9m tonnes a year to 4m by 1985 
and possibly 6m by 1990

The world s leading producer of 
palm oil. Malaysia exported 1 6m. 
tonnes in 1979.
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BARBER LINES
EASTBOUND — TEXAS 
ApapaApr 27, Douala.Tenia, 
and Monrovia. TAMPA due Abu , 
Apr 27. then Tema, Apapa and 
Douala 
WESTBC 
West Af 
Norfolk. 
New ■' 
Afnc , . 
Norfolk. B 
New York
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Nigerian Accountancy Society 
(Great Britain and Ireland)

Secretariat 
li 1 Gurney Road 
IcToTja’lads

Tfetc c«s -13 wee' 
si.cent ~e-te<s n

PK
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11 May
16 Ma,
25 Ma,

due sail 
i. Abidjan 

aidjan

GRCAT AHCOATS ST

PICCADILLY 
STATION

OPEN 9 am—6 pm

.res have been specially arranged 1o» the btneM of 
in 'o’ the forthcoming professional enaminations

Financial Management 
Management Mathematics 
Accounting 5 
Taxation
Auditing

The ‘ee pf? subject is £9 CO This includes morning tea ano afternoon lunch 
Venue N ;e- a Centre and Hoste' 22 Inverness Terrace Bayswater, London W2 
For enro'-ent form please contact an, of the undermentioned officers

D Adewa'e T Vakubu I A Aweda
lEc-cct on Secretary! 01-802 0453 (Publicity Secretary)

0* 534 4486

Valencia Apr 20, Lagos May 3. Warn 
May 8.
USA/WA - HEKTORFF Norfolk 
Apr 8. Philadelphia Apr 10, Port 
Alfred Apr 14. Montreal Apr lb. 
Lagos May 9. Pon Harcourt Mas 13 
FAR EAST/WA — ZIRIAH 
Yokohama Apr 10, Hong Kong Apr 
16. Singapore Apr. 22, Lagos May 17. 
Port Harcourt May 22

ELDER DEMPSTER LINES 
SOUTHBOUND - DUMBA1A due 
Pointe Noire Apr 28 SAPELE sig 
Middlesbrough Apr. 30 SHONGA sIe 
London Apr 29 
NORTHBOUND - 
Apapa Apr 30

PALM LINE
SOUTHBOUND - APAPA PALM 
Hamburg Apr 9. Rotterdam Apr 16. 
Dakar Apr 24. Freetown Apr 27 
Monrovia Apr 29. Abidjan May L 
Terna May 3. Cotonou May 6. Port 
Harcourt May 9. Douala May 20 
BAMENDA PALM Liverpool ‘ M.r 
31. Abidjan Apr 12. Apapa Apr 15

OT AFRICA LINE AB 
SOUTHBOUND — KAPRIFOL 
Felixstowe Apr 24.Zeebn.gge Apr 25. 
Grangemouth Apr 25. Rotterdam Apr 
25. l.e Havre Apr 26. Dakar Mav 4. 
Monrovia May 4. Abidjan May 5. Tema 
May 5. LagovApapa May 6.

K LINE
WESTBOUND — IBERIA MARL’ 
from Japan, via Hong Kong and 
Singapore to /Abidjan, Lome. Apa- 
pa/Lagos. Port Harcourt. Douala. 
Matadi. sailed Japan Apr 4 due 
Apapa/Lagos May

WESTWIND AFRICA LINE
EASTBOUND- WESTWIND Hous 
ion ETA Apr 11. ETS Apr 14. 
Abidjan ETA Apr 29. Lagos ETA Mav 
4 EASTWIND Houston ETA Apr 21. 
ETS Apr 24. Abidjan ETA May 9. 
Lagm ETA May 14

BLACK STAR LINES
WESTBOUND - OT1 RIVER 
Takoradi Mar 19. USA'Gulf Api 14 
SOUTHBOUND - OFFIN RIVER 
Hamburg Apr 16. Antwerp Apr 17. 
Rotterdam Apr 21. Rouen Apr. 23 
NASIA RIVER London Apr 3 
NORTHBOUND — OFFIN RIVER 
Hull early April. Middlesbrough mid 
April

* CASH AND CARRY
r? <7 ZrvX 21-31 Wood,ield PlacB

cLL Tel: 01-289 1127

Z<OPEN-

A- 12-45- 
2 - A -4-5 •

NIGERIAN NATIONAL SHIPPING 
LINE
SOUTHBOUND - RIVER RIMA 
London Apr 16. Freetown Apr 24. 
Ferna Apr 28. Port Harcourt Mav 2. 
Warn May 11. Douala May 17 RIV ER 
ETHIOPE Antwerp Apr 2. Hamburg 
Apr 6. Bremen Apr 7, Rotterdam Apr 
11. Apapa Apr 21
NORTHBOUND — RIVER BENUE 
Matadi Mar 28. /Abidjan Apr 9. 
Dublin Apr 9. Liverpool Apr 27

LONDON S LARGEST CASH AND CARRY
Specialising >n all famous brands of 

JEANS AND CASUAL WEAR FOR LADIES MEN 
AND CHILDREN AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Strictly Wholesale and Export 
(shipping arranged for Overseas Customers) 

AMPLE CAR PARK
Monday to Friday Sunday 9 am—2 pm

MEDAFRICA 
EAGLE/NIGERIA LINE 
EUROPE/WA — CAP BRETON 
Bolougnc Apr 12-14, Ipswich Apr 
15-18. Rotterdam Apr 19-21. Ham­
burg Apr. 22-23. Lagos May 6. Port 
Harcourt May 11 
MEDITERRANEAN / WA - 
fLLERBORG Livorno Apr 8. 
Marseilles Apr 15, Barcelona Apr 18.

E.A.C. LINES
SOUTHBOUND - FIONIA 
Osla’Mow Apr 21. Copenhagen Apr. 
30. Aarhus May 1. Hamburg May 5. 
Bremerhaven May 6. Rotterdam May 7. 
Antwerp.Zeebrugge May 26. RouenTc 
Havre May 27. for Tenerife May 31, 
Dakar June 2. Freetown June 3. 
Monrovia June 4. Abidjan June 13, 
Tema June 29 (with transhipment), 
Lome June 28 (with transhipment) 
Lagos/Apapa June 7. Douala June 11 
NORTHBOUND — FIONIA Port 
Harcourt Apr 8. LagoVApapa Apr 11. 
Cotonou Apr 9. Lome Apr 12. Ferna 
Apr 13. Abidjan Apr 14. Monrovia 
Apr 16. Dakar Apr 17. Tenerife Apr 
20. Amsterdam Apr 23. Antwerp Apr 
23. Bremen May 8. Hamburg Apr 25. 
Aarhus Apr 28. Copenhagen May 3. 
Oslo Mow May 5. Le Havre May il

MITSUI O.S.K. LINE
WESTBOUND - BRAVE PIONEER 
Kobe Apr 10. Hong Kong Apr 21. 
Singapore Apr 21. for Monrovia June 
2, Apapa May 22. Port Harcourt JuneS. 
DouabJunel5 AFRICA MARU List 
Japanese Port Apr 5. Singapore Apr 
16, for Abidjan May 9. ApapaLagos 
May 14 HEROINAE sig Japan mid 
April, calling Hong Kong. Keelung. 
Singapore for West African ports mid 
May

1OUND - TEXAS due load 
African ports Apr. 23-30, for 

_... Baltimore. Philadelphia and 
v York TAMPA loading West 
lean ports as above May 11-18. for 
*“"• Baltimore. Philadelphia and

UNITED KINGDOM WEST AFRICA 
LINES
SOUTHBOUND - SACALAND ,1g 
London Mar. 25. due Monrovia Apr. 5. 
Apapa Apr 9 MINOS STAR sig 
London Apr 15. due Apapa Apr 27. 
Luanda Apr 16. Matadi Apr 19

S.C.A.D.O.A.
SOUTHBOUND — VILLE DE 
BORDEAUX Dunkirk Apr 23. Rouen 
s f -Ts5'^ H*',e Apr 27- Bordeaux 
Apr 30. Dakar May 6. Abidjan May 10. 
Lome May 16. Apapa Mas 13 
(containers only). Douala Mav 18. 
NORTHBOUND - SAINT LUC 
Libreville Apr IB. Douala Apr 20. 
Abidjan Apr 24. Nantes Mav 4, 
Honfleur May 7. Dunkirk May 8 ’

SCANDINAVIA WEST AFRICA LINE 
SOUTHBOUND - RS 17 Mow Apr 
i„.■ A|" 24- Copgnh.gen

Apr 25. Norrkopmg Apr 28-May 2. 
Dakar May 13-14, Monrovia Mav 
17 18. Buchanan May 19. Abidjan Mav 
.1-22 Abidjan Mas 21-22. Cotonou 
May 24. Apapa May 25-31

FARRELL LINES
WESTBOUND - EXPORT BAN 
NER LagoVApapa Apr 15. Abidjan 
Apr 17. Monrovia Apr 19. New York 
May 2. Philadelphia Apr 30, Baltimore 
Apr 29. Norfolk Apr 27 
EASTBOUND - EXPORT BAN 
NER Norfolk Apr 27. Baltimore Apr. 
29. Phildclphia Apr 30. New York May 
2. for Dakar May 10. .Monrovia May 
14. Abidjan May 18, Lome May 20 (if 
sufficient inducement). LagovApapa 
May 23. Douala June 4 (if sufficient 
inducement). Matadi May 25 (if 
sufficient inducement)
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ie of modern skills and techniques in teaching 
it contribution to teaching/knowledge

Ag. Registrar, 
j of Education. 
Port Harcourt.

to West Africa contact. 
OVERSEAS CARRIERS LTD., 
Armoury Way. London SW18, 
Phone 01-874 3366

lalification (preferably a doctorate degree) as well as an 
qualification and Research experience
relevant post-graduate teaching experience in a higher

■bryology. 
onomics with c 
itory with empl 
idles with emphas

Ethics (8) Englis

OSCAR 
GUARANTEES 

o Georges ■ ill recent designs, e g., 
o Volvo - Ipllombe - Bardiyt Bink ■ 
Fostic O Wu Block - Prints - Single 
and Double ■ Satina • Nku Creams • 
Clarlcer. Venus Cream 99p. wholesale 

or retail
Nigonan lood and vogotables in 

abundant supply

NIGERIAN RECORDS WILL 
SOON BE IN GREAT SUPPLYI

410 EVELYN STREET LONDON.SEt 
Telephone 691 6319

probit___
ayers and 
set: Motho. .

Janet Awojobi 
7 Ranolagh Roac 

Tottenharr ‘

iES
... JO to any

* Low Air Tickets to any pari of tho

* Shippers ot Household Goods, 
Vehicles 4 Genera' Cargo

* Wo can arrange for collection of 
goods from homo or place ot 
purchase

* Manufacturers Representatives for 
capital 4 consumer goods. Put in 
your order 4 wo will supply- 
pro-iorma invoice by return

Eternal Sacred Order ol 
Cherubim and Seraphim

Loarn Seraphic Science Solvo 
difficult problems through power­

ful prayers and prayer books 
Contact: Mother Prophetess 

not Awojobi 
inolagh Road 

»m. LONDON N.17 ;

J

RIVERS STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
RUMUOLUMENI, P.M.B. 5047

PORT HARCOURT
VACANCIES

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for the following 
posts in the College.

POSTS AND SALARIES
Principal Lecturer I — Salary GL.15 N10.296 x 516 — N11.3 
Principal Lecturer II — Salary GL.14 M9.168 x 320 — N10.1! 
Senior Lecturer — Salary GL 13 N8.064 x 320 — N9.024 
Lecturer I — Salary GL.12 N7.404 x 216 — N8.052 
Lecturer II — Salary GL 10 N5.760 x 162 — N6.732
Applicants for these posts must be able to provide excellent instruction to 
students at both the Nigerian Certificate of Education (N.C E ) and Bachelor of 
Education (B ED) Levels.

QUALIFICATIONS
Principal Lecturer I

(i) A Doctorate Degree as well as an approved professional qualification e g 
Diploma in Education.
Not less than eight years relevant post-graduate teaching experience in a 
higher institution, four of which should be at post-doctorate level.

. , A knowledge of modern skills and techniques tn teaching 
(iv) A significant contribution to teaching/knowledge e g. 

conferences curriculum development.
Ability to initiate, develop and supervise research projects within the 
department
Principal Lecturer II
Same as for Principal Lectured t 
three of which should be at pos

Senior Lecturer
(i) A post-graduate qus 

approved professional 
Not less than five years 
institution.

(«ii) A knowledgi 
(iv) A significant

4 & 5. Lecturer (Grade I and II)
(i) A higher degree preferably doctorate degree

(ii) A professional qualification in Education.
(lil) Not less than five years relevant post-graduate experience for Lecturer Grade, 

and three years for Lecturer Grade II

C. DEPARTMENTS
Vacancies for the above posts exist in the following departments-
(I) Mathematics (2) Chemistry (3) Biology with emphasis in Ecology. 
Embryology. Genetics. Biochemistry, or Cytology (4) Physics (5) Home 
Economics with emphasis in Foods and Nutrition, or Textiles and Clothing (6) 
History with emphasis in Historiography and Historical Methods (7) Religious 
Studies with emphasis in Biblical Studies and Theology or Islamic Theology 
and Ethics (8) English with emphasis in Phonetics and Linguistics, or Drama 
and Theatre Arts (9) Fine and Applied Arts (10) Physical and Health Educ~
(II) Economics with emphasis on Mathematical and Statistical Economic 
Accounting and Business Economics (12) Geography (13) Political Scie 
(14) Education with emphasis on one of the following: (i) Measurement 
Evaluation (ii) Guidance and Counselling (iii) Educational Technology 
Curriculum and Methods (v) Educational Planning (vi) Comparative EduCu 
(vil) Special Education (viii) Nursery Education (ix) Social Studies.

METHOD OF APPLICATION:
Six copies of application stating detailed Curriculum Vitae such as Educational 
Qualifications and institutions attended (with dates), experience, age. marital 
status, present salary, present employer, names and addresses of three 
referees (not relatives) and photocopies of relevant credentials, should reach 
THE REGISTRAR. COLLEGE OF EDUCATION. P M B 5047. PORT HARCOURT 
not later than 30th MAY. 1980. Applicants should please request their referees 
to write directly to the College
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LAGOS STATE COLLEGE 
OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
ISOLO ROAD, 1SOLO, P.M.B. 21606, IKEJA

(V)

— Illi

udies. Management, 
ton)

equivalent 
vith at I 
Industr 
cted to 
trative

LIBRARIAN
18 (eight) years professional experience

II AN
nth 7 (seven) years professional expen-

GINEL™„„ 
Principal 
Lecturer 
Senior 
Lecturer 
Lecturer l 
Lecturer H 
Lecturer III

,, incipal Lecti
(h) Senior Lecture
(iii) Lecturer I
(iv) Lecturer II
(v) Lecturer III
department OF ARCHITECTURE 

sSsksmsstss”
6 °eppar™er r °ru“x»EMENT*a business stuov

l;») Lecture, n Nr9e"an Law ’ C°mpan'' Law-
(v) Lecturer III

(VI’ !SUJ;,OrSeGL 08 09 (Business Stud-
= mg. Economics. Administration)

I 7 <EPARn™ENL°FJECRETARIALSTU“^
(n) Senior Lecturer

(in) Lecturer I
(iv) Lecturer II
(v) Lecturer III
M SsCS'P"manSS,’OTha">i 9 Secretarial

8. DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE
(i) Senior Lecturer

(iv) Lecturer III Catering a Hotel Management

M ch8™"*
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
(i) Lecturer I

(ft) Lecture? Ill History/Government

(hr) Assistant Lecturers

10 SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE (IKORODU)
I') Ap'lpu',ural SuP="nl«ndents/Livestock Superinten-

(n) Agricultural Assistants/Livestock Assistants

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES (IKORODU CAMPUS)
(•) Principal Lecturer '

(u) Senior Lecturer
(iii) Lecturer I
(iv) Lecturer II
(v) Lecturer III

(vi) Assistant Lecturers 
iiNiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiniiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii|l||||||||l|l|l||lll|||lll|ll||l|||llll|lll|ll|ll|||||lll|||l|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiii|||||

yiiiuniiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHimmnuun.....iiiiinnn............... miiiuiiii...... .

= rrooucnon I

i 4
s (ii) Senior Lecturer

Applications are
1 DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

(iv) Lecturer III

T*nRn™Xcrure"EM'CALENGINEERING
(ii) Senior Lecturer
(in) Lecturer I
(iv) Lecturer II
(v) Lecturer III
ENGINEERING °F CIVI1JELECT™CAUMECHANICAL

Structural Engineering Technology 
Water Resources & Public

Health Technology 
Electromcs/Commumcation 
Plant Engineering Technology 
Power Engineenng Technology 
Production Engineering Technology

of doctorate degree and membership of recog- 
bodies will be an advantage Experience 
other positions are as follows-

— 8 years (post qualification)
— 7 years (post qualification)
— 5 years (post qualification)
— 2 years (post qualification)

— 1 year (post qualification)
SUPERINTENDENT
Agriculture

IK ASSISTANT 
sloma in Agriculture

ACADEMIC STAFF VACANCIES
— 3 invited from suitably qualified candidates for the following vacant posts.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING 
(IKORODU CAMPUS)
(i) Principal Lecturer
(n) Senior Lecturer
(iii) Lecturer I
(iv) Lecturer II
(v) Lecturer III
COLLEGE UBRARY
(i) Chief Librarian
(ii) Deputy Chief Librarian
(m) Assistant Chief Libranan
(iv) Principal Libranan
(v) Senior Librarian

14 ACCOUNTANCY DEPARTMENT
(a) Principal Lecturer
(b) Senior Lecturer
(c) Lecturer I
(d) Lecturer II
(e) Lecturer III

QUALIFICATIONS
LECTURESHIP
PRINCIPAL ,

The applicant must possess good honours degrees, preferably 
higher degrees and/or appropriate equivalent professional qual­
ification in the relevant discipline with at least 9 (nine) years post 
qualification Teaching Research/lndustrial experience in nis 
field The incumbent will be expected to give academic leader­
ship as well as assume all administrative responsibilities forhis 
Department

Possession c 
nised professional 
requirement for the 

Senior Lecturer 
Lecturer I 
Lecturer II 
Lecturer III 
Assistant Lecturer

AGRICULTURAL/UVESTOCK
Higher National Diploma in

AGRICULTURAL/UVESTOCK
Certificate or Ordinary Dipl

DRAUGHTSMEN
H N D with specialisation m 

mg

INSTRUCTORS
Applicants should possess either the HND and/or professional 

qualification(s) plus relevant experience

TECHNICIANS
Full Technological Certificate (C & G) in Science Laboratory 

Technology
CHIEF UBRARIAN

A good honours degree from any recognised University 
together with recognised professional qualification, preferabiyat 
the Fellowship level with not less than 10 years working experi­
ence as a professional Librarian Considerable administrative 
expenence is also required
DEPUTY CHIEF UBRARIAN

(li) As for Chief Librarian with at least 9 (nine) years professional 
experience
ASSISTANT CHIEF I 
As for(ii) above with I

PRINCIPAL UBRARlAf 
As for (in) above witn 
ence

(v| SENIOR UBRARIAN
As per (iv) above with at least 5 (five) years working expen­
ence
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STATE GOLD MINING 
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hen the Electrical 
»ering staff of the
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ice of salary will

requ 
on them direc 
inscription

_Employer, educational anc 
juested to ask their referees to 
ect to the Registrar Envelopes 

■ ASV-80" in the top left hand

We offer you this comprehensive service
Storage, packing and box-making in our 16000 sq ft 
West London warehouse.
Groupage and redistribution anywhere in the UK.
Shipping & Forwarding world wide using express 
container lines, roll-on roll-off or individual crates. 
Airfreight by charter or scheduled aircraft - 
pre-clearance or destination clearance.
Ancillary services include free quotations, full 
insurance and complete back-up facilities 
Airlme passenger tickets world wide - real economy rates.

WORLDWIDE w.™
UK

Spare parts and
cassettes

VIDEO
RECORDER VHS
IB--'"

Tax and Duty free at
MAIDA VALE ELECTRONICS

169A MALVERN ROAD, N.W.6. Tel. 01-328 2901

Applications should be addressed to: 
THE OVERSEAS REPRESENTATIVES.

STATE GOLD MINING CORPORATION (GHANA), 
BUSH HOUSE, NORTH-EAST WING, 

ALDWYCH, LONDON W.C.2.
ie salaries attached to the posts are as follows

ebsb § 
SESs 

plications and experience

GG AGBENOHEVI =
GGA/HOO/KJ/JNM REGISTRAR =

niiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiinii»""l,,,,,l,,,,,"”,l,,,,ll,,,l"l,,'r

ACCOUNTANCY DEPARTMENT
(a) PRINCIPAL LECTURER

A good degree from a recognised University or institution in 
the relevant field Associate membership of a recognised 
institution in the relevant field plus, in either case, at least 8 
years post qualification teaching/research/mdustriai 
experience Post graduate degree at the Masters or 
Doctorate Levels will be an advantage
SENIOR LECTURER
Associate membership of a professional Accountancy body 
ar-Ann.ood by Institute of Chartered Accountants of

* to 4 years post qualification teach- 
jxpenence OR a good degree from a 
i the relevant field plus 6 years teach­

ib) SE
Associate membershi| 
recognised by the li>a 
Nigeria plus at least 3 
•ng/research/industnal e> 
recognised University in t 
ing/industnal experience.

(c) LECTURER I
Associate membership of a recognised Accountancy body 
plus at least 2 to 3 years post qualification teaching/indus- 
trial experience OR a good degree from a recognised Uni­
versity plus 5 years post qualification teaching/industnal 
experience in the relevant subjects

(d) LECTURER II
Candidates must have final certificate of a recognised pro­
fessional Accountancy body plus at least 1 to 2 years post 
qualification teaching/mdustnal expenence OR a igooo 
degree from a recognised University plus at least 3 years 
teachmg/industnal experience

(e) ASSISTANT LECTURER/LECTURER III
A good degree from a recognised University plus i yea 
National Youth Service

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT
(I) SYSTEMS ANALYSTS

Qualifications as for Lecturer II
SALARIES: 

Tht
GRADES

1 Librarian
2 Deputy Librarian
3 Principal Lecturer
4 Assistant Chief Libr
5 Senior Lecturer
6 Principal Librarian
7 Lecturer i
8 Senior Librarian
9 Lecturer II 
’0 Systems Analysts 
11 Lecturer ill 
13 Aflr,c/Livestock Superintendent 

14 

16

Lecturer ill
Agnc/Livectoek Supormtc
Draughtsman
Instructors
Agnc/Livestock Assistant
Laboratory Technician
NOTE Pomt ol entry will depend on quai

METHOD OF APPUCATION
Ten copies of typewritten applications giving 

details in the order sot out
(') Post desired

(••) Full names with Surname underlined
("O Date and place of birth
(•v) Nationality and how acquired
(v) Permanent address

(vi) Current Postal Address
(vh) Marital Status

(vin) Number and ages of children
(ix) Educational institution(s) attended with dates
(x) Academic and professional qualifications obtained wi 

dates
(xi) Previous employer(s) and Post(s) held with c

(xii) Present employer, post and salary — evidence
be deemed at the interview

(xm) Publications (if any)
(xiv) Names of 3 (throe) referees

personal Applicants are 
send references '— “-----
should bear the 
corner

(xv) Normal signature
Applications and any supporting documents should reach th 
Registrar LSCST P M B 21606 not later than 15th May 19BU 
Only candidates who are shortlisted for interview will be acknow 
ledged

It Is Intended to strengthf 
and Mechanical Englneei _ 

Corporation
Applications are invited for the 

following positions:
ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONIC ENGINEERS

Ghanaians with B Sc Degree In Electrical Engineering or HND or its 
equivalent with experience in a supervisory position in industry to be 
responsible for Installation, maintenance and repair of electrical

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
Ghanaians with B Sc Degree in Mechanical Engineering or HND or its 

equivalent with experience in a supervisory position in industry
SALARIES

To be negotiable, according to qualifications and experience
OTHER TERMS OF SERVICE

(a) Free accommodation Includes hard furnishing, electricity, water, 
refrigerator and cooker, free medical attention in Corporation 
hospitals (excluding spectacles and dental treatment) subsidised 
canteen Adequate social and sporting facilities — club, cinema, golf, 

swimming, tennis
Social Security Fund

5 per cent (Employee); 12W per cent (Employer)
Leave

28 Working Days after every tour of 12 months
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9 am—6 pm

CARS FOR SALE
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SALE SALE

CARS FOR SALE

Thursday 
Sunday

22 with Six crov 
jcade. Laces anc

9 am—1 pm
9 am—2 pm

AMEX
100 CARS 
IN STOCK

21 Ml*

6 t>
Head Holl

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Friday______

>wns.
nd Headties

AUTOMOBILE EXPORTS 
AMEX HOUSE. NORTH ENO ROAD. 
WEMBLEY. MIDDLESEX
TELEX 27659 AMEX 01-903 4184/5

15 Mins Oxford Circus

North West London 
TROPICAUSED GOODS 

Dltcout Goods
Chock our prices for ait eijcf.u 
goods lodges tvs. v.deo.
Shipping arranged Low cost fat, 

too'

TANZILcuKjuMtm
2c Crlcklewood Lane, NW2 1EX

■--------black hair
CHEZ LUCIE 

relaxing. PERMING

TREATING DAMAGED HAIR 
24 Kilburn High Road

London NW6 
Tel: 01-624 8030 
and 01-328 0090

EXPORT CARS
115a Glenthorne Road. London W.6 

Tel: (01) 741 0364 Telex: Autoex 935 893 G

Ji® TRANSIT CABS'
EUROPE'S LEADING 

TAX-FREE VEHICLE EXPORTER 
Can otter immediate delivery cj n 

makes of vehicle! 
R H D and L H D

AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES ' 
Check the rest then try Ute test • 
Transit Cars International Ltd

31 Harcourt Street. 
London. W.l. 
Telephones

01-402 2090 01-402 01IT 
Telex 299812

D & LEE TEXTILES LTD 
265 KINGSLAND ROAD London E2 Tel.

~~GOLDGOLD^GOLD
We stock 18c! gold jewellery

JUST ARRIVED 
tone DAMASK Alade 2222 
Hand Prints. Guinea Broc 

, OPENING HOURS:

machine.

J.T.w. warehousing limited 
(INC. PURFLEET PaCKIN° C°j’ 
(100.000 sq. ft. storage Spac J 

cardinhouse (import & export) 
^tsVeXEV%A^stPAwest' C AcentraC 

AFRICA
ESTIMATES GIVEN FREE

"" GEC Iropicalised Goods for Export

S°r'5 MAYFAIR REFRIGERATION LTD.
Unit 7. Jacey Gallery, 523 Oxford Street, London, W1A 2LB.

goldglades marketing co
We know how best to meet your needs, visit our 

Fashionable Textile shop whilst in London.
Stockists of latest designs in Super Quality Georges. Hayes
Headties Cord Lace. Engllsh/Dutch Wax Prints and 

Afro-Dresses. ALL GIVE AWAY PRICES
221 Holloway Road, London N7. Tel: 01-607 7194

* MARINE CRAFT & EQUIPMENT 
FOR SALE

Vessels. Towmg Vessels and Barges for sale at keen 
F.sh'ng propulsion engines, marine gearboxes, diesel generating 
pnces u e a|| BntlSh American and Continental engines, anchon 
sets.sP capies and marine equipment kept in stock

Please send your enquiries to.

OKUBOH & SON LIMITED 
23 ST. MICHAELS CHURCH ROAD

LIVERPOOL L17 7BD, ENGLAND Tel. 051-727 4594

en"Ce "iciudes FREE

cflA
Vim, banding on OUR OY* 5 llnM)

* *"y Um» during office hours w),phone: 01-622

, people —

jackson
Y Shipping & Tran

e note our new addr nventional se No

Agents In Ghana: Tegro _ T<j|: ------;
P.O. Box 896, Temgj.
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lSSrrtFRKd
To be completed by school/collegeTo be completed by student

This is to certify that
Name

Address.

Address
My remit 

IG CO LI

£
 6 monthsMoney Order  for

S
 1 yearPostal Order 

Airmail SurfaceSurface Airmail

£22 00
£11 50

£32 00
£17 00

£22.00
£11 50

£35.00
£19 00

£32 00 
£17.00

A SPECIAL OFFER
FOR BONA-FIDE STUDENTS

DEDUCT 10% FROM THESE PRICES

Signed . .

Position in establishment

(Name of student in block letters) 
is in full-time education at
Name of Education Establishment

Weekly magazine
is available to you wherever you are 

on subscription LESS 10% STUDENT DISCOUNT 
Complete this form and send the whole page to: 

WEST AFRICA PUBLISHING CO. LTD.
53 HOLBORN VIADUCT, LONDON EC1A 2FD, ENGLAND

AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST
52 weeks —
26 weeks —

SUBSCRIPTION RATES (inclusive of postage)

AUSTRALASIA, JAPAN AND FAR EAST
52 weeks — £22 00
26 weeks — £11.50

USA, CANADA AND SOUTH AMERICA
52 weeks — US$45 00
26 weeks — US$25 00

£27.00
£14 00

EUROPE (Including Eire) 
52 weeks —
26 weeks —

UNITED KINGDOM
52 weeks —
26 weeks —

£18 00
£9.50

(Block letters please)

Please commence my subscription to WEST AFRICA 
ice payable to WEST 

enclosed

to cover

Please commence my subscripts 
as soon as possible My remittanc 
AFRICA PUBLISHING CO LTD is

Cheque 

OTHER COUNTRIES (not specified) 
52 weeks — £22.00
26 weeks — £11 50

US$65 00
US$35 00
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Create your own

REFERENCE
LIBRARY

ir copies of WEST AFRICA in the

Name

Address

Date .

UJESTflFRKd
514

issues for

are available
Hall

on microfilm
from

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

MONDAY, MAY 5th, 1980

Tel: Wakefield 823 971

CARS FOR SALEEDUCATIONALNOTICES Coni.

SC.

NOTICES Cont.

NOTICES Coni.

the period 
1917-1980

...................................... tor 

each for WEST AFRICA.

Please wnote that this 
office will be closed on

TELEPHONE 
01-236 3381

Bath House, 53 Holborn Viaduct 
London EC1A 2FD

E.P. MICROFILM LTD.
Bradford Road 
East Ardsley 

Wakefield WF3 2JN

FOR COMPLETE 
INFORMATION

ON ADVERTISING
IN

WEST AFRICA

Adult E 
imark S 

1-836

U ENGLAND
g I enclose p o /cheque value
g binders at £

I
I
I
L

0
D
8
0
11
D

1 LEFT-HAND DRIVE WPS |
= .. ■ -c o.a •yCi-irte
—gmn Pr.ces
= n.;'." to the ni.vr'l Phon«a*2FS’
~Mr Geo'ge 01 531 2S73 c-01£f
= 6029'- :' ' .vd-ce us at »1O»
= Road E17
= Wt» a be p eased to
= Bi.ickPo'se Road Station
= ’days per *ee*
niiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiifiiiu,||l"l,l,,IIIBS

ONE YEAR DIPLOMA COURSE
Resis-JSe tees. fcejinnert welcome

Sbonr-a-xs typ:-.g speed devetop- 
mer.t re'res“er ajdo. office smis 
Eng sn MEDICAL SHORTHAND 
TYP.NG Day evening and Saturday

RSA. L.cc” PITMAN EXAMS

Suffolk House i 8 Whitfield 
Place. Whitfield Street London

W1P 5SF 01 388 2290 9206

100
!> TAX FREE 

Left Hand 
Drive Cars

Save EEC's
No reasonable offer refusefl
- Ring Andy 

272 2424 (day) 
or 363 6255

.(Evenings or Sundays)

CARYATID MOTORS LTD 
3/6 Durham Road. 
Finsbury Park, N7

SANDRA SEC RET AVVAL
LEARtf secretarial

SKILLS EASILY

Bind your
EASIBINDER. ’ ................. '
Attractively bound in blue Balacron with the 
title blocked in gold on the spine, the Easibinder 
is designed to hold copies of WEST AFRICA.
The Easibinder opens flat for easy reference and 
copies can be removed and replaced with ease 
Price: U.K. £3.40 . __

Overseas £3.65 p s 25p per ex,ra binder
=3 t=3 t=3 t=3 E3 ca M Cheques Payable to Eastbtnd Ltd 

EASIBIND LTD . 4 UXBRIDGE ST.. LONDON W8 7Sz"

AIRUNE COURSES AND HOT EL 
MANAGEMENT Business 
studie' typing and telex Free 
prospectus Belair Adult Educa­
tion Centre. 10 Denmark Street 
London WC2 Tel 01-836 1 316 
Telex 27775

FIRST step to SUCCESS is a 
Qualification and the surest way 
of getting a qualification is 
through Wolsey Hail the Oxford 
Correspondence College With a 
Wolsey Hal!course you get the 
personal attention of a qualified 
tutor and a guarantee of 
free additional tuition if required 
to pass your examination 
Option of fees by easy 
instalments Lessons sent by 
special air service Courses 
include GCE WAGCE RSA 
LCC Banking Admin. Man­
agement ICSA Statistics 
Teaching Theology Languages 
and Busmess Write for free 
Prospectus to W Milligan MA 
Dept PG6 Wolsey Hall. Oxford 
OX2 6PR England

CAR SPARE PARTS 
Cut out the middle man - 

buy DIRECT from 
manufacturers

For your supplies of 
Japanese 
American 
European

Car parts'accessones 
Contact

INTERTEC 
Llnburn House, 

Suite 309,
342 Kilburn High Road. 

London NW6 
Tel: 328 9521 

Telex: 2689521 -G-

A RAPID RESULTS 
COLLEGE

Home Study Course can give 
you success in GCE. School 
Cert . RSA or a Professional 
qualification in Accountancy. 
Banking. Book-keeping. Man­
agement. Marketing Selling 
Stores Supervision. Transport 
etc For details of our 
specialised courses, write for a 
free copy of YOUR CAREER to 
your nearest Careers Adviser 
quoting Dept NR4

• Box 7926. Lagos. Nigeria
• Box 3703. Accra Ghana

THE RAPID 
RESULTS COLLEGE 

Dept NR4 Tuition House. 
London SW19 4DS
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1.1976and December 
The report shoud 

:d with 60 days..

Dateline 
AFRICA

arrar 
NNF

-

IF YOU HAVE ANY 
DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING 

YOUR COPY OF 
WJUST AFRICA

Please write to the Publisher in London 
WEST AFRICA PUBLISHING CO. LTD., 

BATH HOUSE,
53 HOLBORN VIADUCT, LONDON EC1A 2FD.

F T N Ughaonu 
Acting General SoC’Ol.vy which several 

and property 
the ban was 

Shagari early 
ited students

Idris
I was 
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Wo U'O onbro members ol the above-named party send ou' condolences to tno 
President ot Nigeria Aiha|i Shehu Shagan the families Of the Lalo Senator Chief J 
S Ta'ka and AHia|i Ahyu Makaman flida NPN National Patron wnose sudden 
deaths took place recently m the United Kingdom and in Nigeria respectively

May the-' souls rest m peace
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President Shagari has appointed 
a carefully selected judicial 
commission of inquiry to probe the 
affair Mr Justice Ayo Inkefe, a 
Justice of the Supreme Court, is to 
chair the five-man pane) Other 
members are Mr. Arthur Mbancfo, 
former President of the Nigerian 
Institute of Chartered /Xccoun- 
tants, Mr A O zXkinrmminsi, an 
executive director of the Union 
Bank. zXIhaji Hassan Sunmonu, 
president, Nigerian Labour Con­
gress, zXlhaji Kurfi Sule, an oil 
engineer and marketing expert and* 
Mr V A G. Warmate, a 
Permanent Secretary in the Rivers 
State Public Service, who is the 
panel’s secretary.

The terms of reference arc “to 
examine contracts and other 

angements entered into by the 
■ PC or its predecessor the 

NNOC or by any other person or 
authority acting on behalf of 
Nigeria for the sale or other 
disposal of crude oil between 
January 1.1976 and December 31. 
1979" The report shoud be 
submitted with 60 days..
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(to use Ghanaians' 
) drive past tn 
lenz cars and

been suspended and some senior 
management staff have been sent 
on compulsory leave. — Editor. ] 
An additional measure is that the 
NNPC officials may not travel 
outside the country until the 
investigations are completed.

The House investigating < 
rmttce chairman. Alhajt 
Ibrahim, explained that it 
necessary to remove any < 
in the way for his commit!

The Senate majority 
Olusola Saraki — who I 
(through his personal invi 
lions) that the oil money 
lodged in a private account wit) 
Midland Bank in London, but later 

he could not substantiate this 
only had anonymous letters 

i NNPC letter-headings allcg- 
the find) — has been 

summoned to appear before the 
House Committee He has been a 
target for the students who accused 
him of "consistent inconsistency" 
Also summoned arc the Coopers 
and Lybrand American auditors 
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NIGERIA
Tempers rise over 'Oligate'; 
Judicial commission named 
TEMPERS are rising high 
over the alleged N2,800m. missing 
from the funds of the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation. 
(h ntc\ a i tirrcipoiulenl in Ltipits), 
a figure amounting to over 15 per 
cent of President Shagan’s 1980 
national budget Nothing in the 
recent history of Nigeria has 
caused so much public indignation 
and condemnation as the mysteri­
ous disappearance of this huge sum 
of oil money, now dubbed “the 
oilgate affair"

Throughout Niger 
of the town — at c 
streets and in private 
people begin and 
discussions with the y— 
able Newspaper boys 
motor-park touts and hat 
shout “Oilgate: “ ' 
Kalabulc men (t 
name for the rich) 
(heir Mercedes Be 
Volvos

Public apprehension has been 
fuelled by students who have taken 
to the streets in protest, demanding 
a public judicial inquiry into f..v 
scandal They besieged the 
National Assembly disrupting the 
business of the house for more than 
two hours waving placards and 
chanting various slogans It should 
be remembered that student 
unionism had been suppressed and 
banned by the last military 
administration after their viok... 
demonstrations over increases of 
school fees, during 
people were killed 
destroyed Although tl 
lifted by President Sh 
this year and rusticate 
pardoned, the students had not 
been able to stage an aggressive 
come back. The "Oilgate Affair" 
as provided them with a launching 
pad

Despite suggestions that the 
missing money could be nothing 
more than a bookkeepers' muddle, 
only a full inquiry will pacify the 
Nigerian public and vindicate the 
NNPC officials on the issue

A step in the right direction has 
been taken by the House of 
Representative members They 
have passed a motion asking 
President Shagari to suspend the 
chairman, Mr. A. K. Hart, the 
managing director, Mr. Festus 
Mannho, the board, the chief 
accountant and the chief internal 
auditor and the corporation [The

I board, and managing director have



UJEST4FRIC4 28 April INC758

of losing

of i

Jail­

ed by 
Lago*

Bank officials 
arrested

Wage and price 
controls

N10m. in aid to 
Zimbabwe

NGPC plans 1 m. 
tonne harvest

Zik calls for 
more States

lion 
dccis 
appo

Tt 
Alhr 
secun 
their 
organisation.

of 
reel

unst the
: their

rsonncl to 
al sen ices.

a High 
an, pending 
immissioner 

Commissioner in 
j act m this

sing units 
cording W 

a Stale Prop 
Zorporalion e

Redundancy or 
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Some 1,356 security officers ot 
the Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA i relieved of their duties 
early last year are still receiving 
(heir salaries. The Senate Commit- 
lee on Labour, currently inquiring
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FROM THE STATES 
Bauchi

Up to 1.500 refugees, mainly 
women, children and the aged, 
have crossed into the state daily 

Republic since the 
hostilities in that

Soviet training
Nigeria is seeking the assistance 
the Soviet Union in the training 

of qualified Nigerians who wish to 
pursue postgraduate courses in the 
country. The Minister of Educa­
tion. Dr 1. C Madubuikc. 
disclosed this after a meeting with 
the Ambassador to Nigeria. Mr 
Vladimir Snegyrev.

Earlier, the Ambassador had 
stated that provisions had been 
made to award some scholarships 
to Nigerians washing to study in the 
Soviet Union dunng the next 
academic session Mr Snegyrev 
indicated that his country wishes to 
establish a petroleum training 
institute in Nigeria. He further said 
that more than 1.000 Soviet 
specialists and technicians would 
lie involved in the training 
Nigerians for the Ajaokuta stc 
development programme

from Chad 
outbreak of 
country.

A statement by the State 
Government said that a reception 
centre has been set up at the border 
town of Gamboru Ngala to receive 
refugees coming into the country 
It is estimated that about N3.5OO is

Oyo
Oyo State government 

launched ‘Operation House 
Masses' with which it aitn> 
provide 25.000 housi 
the end of 1982. Accc 
scheme the Oyo 
Development Co

into a protracted trade dispute, was 
told that the NPA management 
was obliged to pay the idle workers 
because of the Industrial Arbitra-

i Tribunal's ruling agai
ision to terminate 

nointment.
The General Manager of NPA. 
haji Bamanga Tukur. said the 
:unty officers were relieved of 

r duties because of re-

President Shehu Shagari has 
promised NIOm. to Zimbabwe to 
set up an institute for manpower 
training Details of the program­
me, which would include training 
in Zimbabwe and Nigeria, were 
given to Pnmc Minister Robert 
Mugabe after talks with President 
Shagari in Salisbury

President Shagan also told Mr 
Mugabe that Nigeria would 
immediately establish 
Commission in Salisbur 
the arrival ot a High Cor 
the present High C 
Botswana would 
capacity.

President Shaj 
said Zimbabwe 
democratic trail 
would Ik emulated c 
Africa "But the strut 
over,” 
Africa 
multi-national soc 
one-man one-vote 
agony of war 
destruction"

At least five Central Bank 
officials have been arrested over 
alleged attempt to steal N21m of 
the bank by an international 
syndicate fWcst Africa April 14)

The governor of the Central 
Bank. Mr Ola Vincent, said that 
most of the staff were clerical 
officers and telex operators 
working in the Foreign Operations 
Department of the bank

• Eight government officials were 
shot at and wounded by residents 
of Maroko area of Lagos

The wounded officials were 
members of a demolition squad 
which had gone to Maroko to pull 
down buildings declared illegal by 
the state government.

being spent on feeding the refupr 
daily.

Kaduna
The Kaduna State Govtift- 

Alhaji Abdulkadir BalarabeM.. 
has been accused of phniMf 
incite junior workers in theta 
civil sen ice to demonstrate agr 
the State Assembly

The Speaker of the Sts 
Assembly. Alhaji Abuki.- 
Mamman Danmusa. toldne»?_- 
that the proposed demonstr^- 
was one of the numerous pre 
actions the executive was pint, 
against the legislature.

He said that the prop^ 
workers* action would be caT-j 
for prompt payment of tic 
salanes which, he said. a 
governor had deliberately 
to delay to stir up action

Alhaji Abubakar furtfs 
accused the govemor of distrib.: 
mg leaflets translated intoHt.- 
and Arabic to the rural popniw 
in an attempt to incite themagti 
the assembly on the issue of t“ 
1980 budget.
O The 30 per cent tn « 
gate-takings from all vp' 
activities in the State has Ne 
slashed to 5 per cent

A release by the Kaduni SW 
Sports Council expressed the 
that the measures, which iw 
effect from April I. 
encourage sports orpanuen ■ 
resume the practice of irmtn 
international and reputable it- 
and players to the State

Lagos
Arrangements are under w.'1 

establish an ultra modem If**- 
medical and therapeutichovpib1 
Badagry- in Lagos Slate T’ 
teaching hospital, a one** 
project, is estimated to cost hi- 
milhon naira.

This was disclosed to ne»v« 
in Lagos recently by Dr F. E • 
Ozckhonie When completed.'1 
hospital will be in a posiW®. 
meet the challenges of Alnd 

laswcllasfil1-’1 
by mode 
the field 

procedure.
.......g on the role of Alt- 
onal medicine in mods 

society. Dr Ozekho: 
emphasised "the fundamen 
healing power inherent in aD het 
roots and barks which had N 
successfully tapped by 1 
ancestors long before the advert 
medical science

But unfortunately, he regret 
thispurc natural healing power! 
not been adequately used, an- 
fact completely relegated to 
background by contempN 
medical science

The Federal Government has 
come out with its policy on wages, 
salaries, fringe benefits and price 
guidelines for the next three years

According to the incomes 
guidelines. negotiations for 
adjustments in wages and salanes 
between 1980 and 1982 must not 
exceed 15 per cent for the low 
income group and 10 per cent for 
the high income group

Categorised under the low- 
income group are workers earning 
less than N3.000 per annum while 
persons earning more than N3.000 
are categorised under high income 
group.

Dunng the penod. no rev ision of 
fnngc benefits or introduction of 
new ones would be valid except 
with the approval of the Ministry of 
Employment. Labour and Produc­
tivity

Every 
should 
schemes with 
make copies 
ministry

All establishments employing 50 
or more persons arc required to 
submit to the ministry full 
information on wages, salaries and 
fringe benefits, while studies made 
by the pay research unit of the 
Federal Government will be used 
as a basis for negotiating increases 
in wages, salanes and fringe 
benefits for the public sector

The General Manager of the 
National Grains Production Com­
pany (NGPC). Alhaji Muham- 
madu Alkali, has disclosed that the 
company had acquired 14.000 
hectares of land in each slate of the 
federation for the production of 
grains.

Alhaji Muhammadu said the 
farm projects would be handled by 
the company in conjunction with 
the state governments and some 
foreign companies. He explained 
that by the lime the projects were 
fully developed they would be 
capable of producing about one 
million tonnes of grains annually.

The general manager also 
disclosed that nine storage facilities 
had so far been constructed by the

company in different parts of the 
country with a total capacity of 
82.000 tonnes for reservation of 
grains.

Disturbing news 
of eye diseases

About one million Nigerians 
have gone permanently blind and 
three to four million others, who 
are now suffering from various eye 
diseases are in danger ' ‘ 
their sight if they do not receive 
adequate medical attention quick - 
ly.

This was revealed by Dr Scgun 
Oyeleye, a Senior Consultant at 
the Lagos General Hospital

Speaking at the official opening 
of the Inlaks Foundation Free 
Mobile Eye Unit in Badagry, he 
classified the most serious aspects 
of eve diseases as measles, cataract 
and glaucoma

Dr. Oyeleye regretted the dire 
shortage of trained pers 
man the nation's medical 
"For instance." he said, "wc have 
only 40 opthalmologists serving 
the whole country Out of these. 20 
arc expatriates.' 
O Professor J M Falaive of the 
Lagos University Teaching Hospi­
tal has been elected the president 
of the West /African Society of 
Gastroenterology

He succeeds Professor B O 
Amurcofthe University of Ibadan

Other officers elected were: Dr 
Folabi Odumide — vice president; 
Dr Bashiru Akande. who was 
re-elected secretary while Dr. G 
A Akmhanmi got the position of 
treasurerThe Owelle of Omtsha. Dr 

Nnamdi Azikiwe, has joined the 
campaign for more states in the 
country In a lecture to the Law 
Students /Association of the Uni­
versity of Nigeria Nsukka. Dr 
Azikiwe said: "Recent history and 
experience of other countries are 
gradually teaching us a lesson that 
wc must create more states m 
Nigeria in order to guarantee a sta­
ble federal union " He noted that 
as many as 19 additional states 
have been proposed since the 
civilians came into power
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Court martial 
begins

The general court martial of 
seven soldiers and one civilian has 
begun in Accra They were 
arrested for alleged conspiracy to 
cause unrest on March 29

I We are moving shortly to more 
■ convenient offices around the 
H corner. Await announcement.

The interim management com­
mittee of the Cocoa Marketing 
Board has suspended with 
immediate effect 11 depot keepers

“Inefficiency" the 
cause of cocoa 
loss

build 20,000 low cost houses, 
5,000 urban and upper medium 
cost houses and ten new estates.

The government docs not plan to 
build onc-bcdroom housing 
because. Governor Bola Igc 
this type of residence docs not exist 
in Yoruba cujture and settlement 
habits. Also because "One 
bedroom units of residence are an 
insult and a dehumanising 
reminder that certain people 
the poor to remain poor."

Ogun
Ogun State Government is to 

spend about Nfiin on textbooks to 
be supplied tree to primary and 
secondary school pupils in the next 
academic session However, the 
state Commissioner for Education, 
Mr Akin Ogunpola, said the books 
would remain the property of the 
state government, and any losses 
incurred would be borne by the 
pupils concerned

The Commissioner also 
announced that a factory to 
produce textbooks and other 
stationery was to be established in 
Ifc, in the Ijcbu-East Local 
Government area.

Kano
Twelve towns in the Stale arc to 

have electricity.supply within the 
next six months under the state 
rural electrification scheme The 
towns arc Tudunwada. Dulse, 
Gczawa. Minjibir, Rmgim. Kura. 
Karayc, Gctso. Dawakin-Dcdu, 
Wudil, Gaya and Zakirai

of the Board in the Western 
Region and nine from the 
Brog-Ahofo Region for consigning 
infested cocoa to the Takoradi 
port A statement from the Board 
said the final report of the 
committee set up to investigate the 
source of infested cocoa at 
Takoradi had established that the 
depot keepers consigned a total of 
57,018 bags of infested cocoa to 
the port It said the depot keepers 
would appear before the standing 
disciplinary committee of the 
Board to show cause why they 
should not be dismissed The 
statement added that Mr E W. 
Kissicdu, Director of the Produce 
Inspection Division whose duty it 
was to ensure good quality, had 
already been retired by the Board 
and that no further action was 
contemplated

Joint committee 
starts work

An 1 1-member joi 
Ghanaian-British Technic 
Committee has been inaugural 
in Accra by Professor Gcor 
Benneh, Minister of Lands 
Natural Resources, Fuel 
Power The committee is tn 
the operations and adminhuu 
of the Electricity Corporatior 
Ghana (ECG) Professor Benneh 
said it was the first time a joint 
technical team composing experts 
from British Electricity Interna­
tional nominated by the World 
Bank, and local experts were being

• Nana Atta Mensah, one-time 
director of the State Farms 
Corporation, has said that any 
invitation to a British Cocoa 
consulting team to study and 
upgrade Ghana's internal pur 
mg system should be regardec 
"downright affront to Ghanaian 
intelligence" He said the invita­
tion was unnecessary since Ghana 
had enough talents and experts to 
undertake such an exercise Nana 
Atta Mensah called on Dr. Gyamfi 
to substantiate his statement that 
Ghana lost £45m in the 1978/79 
season through inefficient and 
improper handling of cocoa

On Dr Gyamfi's statement that 
the cocoa industry should be 
insulated from politics, he 
reminded Dr. Gyamfi that his 
appointment was itself political, 
and wondered why a political 
appointee should throw dust into 
the eyes of Ghanaians. In view of 
this stand on politics in the cocoa 
industry, Nana Atta Mensah 
advised Dr Gyamfi to reconsider 
his appointment He added that: 
‘•Farmers need spraying machines, 
insecticides and cutlasses but not 
cheap statements (from political 
appointees)", reported GNA

sport revenue 
inefficient and 

; of cocoa during 
uason, according to 
Zyamfi, member of 
inagement Commit- 
ia Marketing Board 

jnng a briefing on cocoa sector 
...jdics, a World Bank j 
for senior officers of the 
the Produce Buying D 
Central Region, Dr. 
the £45m reprcscntei 
50,000 tonnes of cocoa at 
average price of £1,500 per 
He described the present it 
purchasing system as ‘‘anachronis­
tic. deficient and prone to 
malpractices", and appealed to the 
staff to co operate with the British 
Cocoa Consultants who had been 
invited by the interim management 
committee to "study, upgrade and 
enhance" the system.
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Ban on cigarette 
advertisements

The Minister of Health. Mr M 
P Ansah. has announced that 
legislation will be considered to 
ban cigarette advertising m the 
mass media Mr Ansah 
launching World Health I 
whose theme this year is"Smol 

ice

resources. He said his Ministry v 
negotiating with the World B: 
and USAID for technical and 
financial assistance to conduct a 
national energy ; 
basis for formulatip 
energy resources poll 

On the standar 
vehicles. Dr 
Ministry of Transport 
munications would soo 
final list to the Government for 
adoption He said the Cabinet had 
already directed that a programme 
to convert Government vehicles to 
diesel fuel begin

Two members of the Boletfti 
clan in the Northern Regie 
been slashed to death and 
others received cutlass wound*r 
clash between a delegation Irr. 
the Bole royal family and the a* 
settlers of Tuna in the Ba 
Traditional Area The deceit 
were Alhaji Abdulai Bnna 
brother of the Bole Wura. K 
Mallam Halidu Gonja Six oft 
wounded were receiving treaties 
at Bole Hospital

According to the Daily Graph 
the cause of the incident wist 
decision of some early settlers c 
Tuna and Nyoh to 
new chief of their 
Nyoh in place 
customarily enskir 
the Bole Wura 1 
town detailed to f 
cnskinment ceremony 
plan to the Bole Wura 
team of royals 
proposed chief of 5 
supporters. They 
arrest the propc 

Cyolt.

sentences 
quashed

An Accra High Court judge has 
ordered the Director of Prisons to 
release immediately three Volta 
Region farmers who were "jailed 
for life by the AFRC on October 
10 last year", reported the Daily 
Graphic This was after a 
representative of the Attorney- 
General's Department failed to 
appear before the court to answer 
the prisoners' petition asking the 
Attorney-General to justify their 
continued detention The three 
farmers. Mr Govemo Dotse. Mr. 
Kwami Agbomana and Mr. 
Kwashi Gbedzo-Dugbat 
their petition that ear 
morning of October 3 
they were arrested from ___
homes in Benadzi by scouts from 
neighbouring villages and con­
veyed to Burma Camp On 
October 10 they were sent to 
Nsawam Prisons without warrants, 
and were subsequently told that 
they had been sentenced to life 
imprisonment Mr Justice V E. A 
Ktssieh said the petitioners were 
arrested after the Constitution had 
come into effect and up to date, no 
cause had been shown for their 
continued detention. He said, "It is 
sad that a representative of the 
Attorney-General has not been 
appearing in court despite 
adjournment to enable him to do

so . But I believe it is because 
they have no answer to the 
petition, more so, since then, they 
have up to date filed no answer "

Limann soothes 
Nigerian fears

During his visit to Nigeria last 
month. President Limann is 
reported as having said there was 
no fear of a military takeover in 
Ghana. He said- “If there is any 
restlessness in the country it is not 
from the military but past 
politicians who know they cannot 
use democratic means to come to 
power", reported GN A

On the Aliens Comphan 
Order, the President declared tl 
he had opposed it on the grot 
that there were certain jobs 
non-Ghanaians would 
which Ghanaians would not do. He 
blamed the decline in cocoa 
production not only on ageing trees 
but also on the lack of manpower 
resulting from the law which drove 
away the non-Ghanaian farm 
labourer He said there were 
Ghanaians in Nigeria doingcertain 
jobs they would not do at home 
"In fazt. it is not the bad economy 
alone which has made them come 
here. They wanted a change of 
em ironment to do those jobs they 
refuse to do at home", the 
President explained

assessment as the 
ling long-term 
ilicy 
iardisation of 

Benneh said the 
“'rt and Com- 
soon submit a

Ghana's cricket 
victory

Ghana beat The Gambiam6 
West African cricket Quadrat® 
lar being held in Accra ft 
batsmen in Ghana’s second intuq 
were Edinam Nutsugah whofr’.' 
(including two sixes) and Ta! 
Tsikata who was 37 not out a 
helped ensure victory T 
defending champions. Nigel 
defeated Sierra Leone fa' 
comfortably after scoring 335 fo 
in their first innings Agodo» 
top scorer with 85. while Otcj 
and Henshaw made 66 and 
runs

The Ghana People's Solida 
Organisation is holding a da! 
events to mark the eij 
anniversary of Kwame Nknitn 
death There will be speaker 
Kwame Nkrumah and the Afr 
Rev olution. the current situatK 
Ghana, and Nkrumahism and 
programme of the Peo; 
National Party. There will ah 
slides and films. African poll 
and cultural theatre, a jumble 
a bookstall, and a competition 
traditional Ghanaian games 
programme starts at 11 am 
Saturday. April 26 It takespla 
the Central Collegiate Built 
Gordon Street. London WC1

called upon to undertake "an 
exercise of extreme importance" to 
the Government The Committee's 
terms of reference include the 
review of the administration and 
calibre of senior management 
personnel, the accounting and the 
stores system of ECG. and to make 
recommendations for improve­
ment It is also to review the 
corporation's supply contract with 
the Volta River Authonty (VRA). 
and the ECG's relationship with 
the VRA The committee is 
chaired by Mr. E O. /Agbettor, 
chief consultant, Engineering and 
Industrial Consultants, and is to 
submit its report in three months' 
time

In his address. Professor Benneh 
advised public corporations that in 
the present era of accountability 
and open government demanded 
that any increase in the cost of their 
services should be justified He 
listed some of the ECG's 
shortcomings as frequent disrup­
tion of electricity without warning, 
meters hardly read on time, and 
inefficient and haphazard revenue 
collection Professor Benneh. 
however, concede'd that the 
Corporation could not be blamed 
for problems like lack of spare 
parts, to rehabilitate existing 
equipment and installations, the 
insufficient number of vehicles, 
and an acute shortage of qualified 
personnel

Reduction in oil 
purchases

The Minister of Lands. Natural 
" ' ' and Power,

Benneh, has 
Je oil purchases 

from 1 Im.
annum as a 

c. The cost of 
ner 1 Im tonnes has been 
Ghana SI 50m, which is 
' 7 per cent of total export 

Prof Benneh said 1979 
had shown that if crude 

in was maintained at 
the import bill at

Officers held over 
prison escape

Twelve prison officers of 
Nsawam Prison has e been arrested 
and are helping in the investigation 
of the April 18 escape Of Mr. 
George E Amuah. who was 
sentenced to 14 years' imprison­
ment for fraudulent financial 
dealings .According to the Interior 
Minister, Dr. W C Ekow Daniels. 
Mr Amuah escaped while being 
escorted by one prison officer 
(contrary to regulations) to Korle 
Bu Hospital to see a doctor The 
escape was not reported to the 
police and prison authorities are 
said to have learned of it the 
following day One prison officer 
was reportedly found to have 
02.000 and' S3.000 in his 
possession representing his share 
in an alleged bribe for the escape 
Mr. .Amuah has been declared a 
wanted man

! World Health Day 
:me this y ear is"Smoking 

or health, the choice is yours" He 
said smoking in public places 
including cinemas and public 
transport would also lie restricted 
to enable non-smokers to be 
protected as a matter of right The 
Minister expressed concern over 
the growth of the tobacco industry 
in Ghana in recent years /Although 
the effects of smoking on health 
had not been studied in Ghana. Mr 
Ansah said the growth of the 
tobacco industry shows a trend 
which if not checked could cause 
smoking-related problems of the 
size already noticed in the most 
developed countries Tempor- 

year. ary financial gains enjoyed by the 
their Government would be whittled 

away by long-term losses in death 
and disease because of health 
problems linked with increased 
smoking.

According to the summary of a 
report of the Household Economic 
Survey quoted by the Minister. 
C 2.605m worth of tobacco was 
consumed in Ghana between 1974 
and 1975 During the period, nine 
million cigarettes were consumed 
in Ghana, reported the Ghanaian 
Times The report also indicated 
that Ghanaians spent 12 per cent 
of their income on tobacco 
products while 1.4 per cent was 
spent on health needs.

Resources, Fuel 
Professor George 
announced that crude _ 
will now be reduced 
tonnes to Im per a 
conservation measure, 
the forme 
costing C 
about 15. 
earnings 
forecasts 
oil consumption 
1978 levels, tl 
current crude oil prices would be 
$240m. or 25 per cent of total 
export earnings. Inaugurating the 
short-term report of the Commit­
tee on Energy Resources at a news 
conference in Accra, the Minister 
said Ghana's economy , like that of 
other developing countries, could 
not indefinitely sustain the 
spiralling oil prices with the 
attendant demands on foreign 
exchange reserves. He said the 
Government had decided to act 
immediately on some of the 
committee's short-term recom­
mendations while waiting for the 
final report

The Finance Ministry he said 
was in the process of negotiating 
for Q6.4m. of bilateral aid for the 
spare part needs of Ghana 
Railways in addition to a British 
loan of £2 14m Dr. Benneh also 
announced the setting up of an 
energy fund by the Government to 
provide funds for the development 
and application of renewable and 
non-conventional energy sources
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il affairs.

Ex-President Hamani Dion, in detention since the Army seized pow er 
six years ago, has been freed and taken to Niamey to stay under 
surveillance in a house placed at hisdisplosal by the Government Visitsby 
people other than family members will be subject to Government 
permission The officials said Mr Dion’s release meant no members of the 
old government remained in detention

They also announced the release of the leader of the banned Sawaba 
party. Djibo Bakary. who was jailed in August 1975. He and other party 
members were arrested for allegedly plotting against the military regime 
with Major Sam Souda Sido. al (hat time the ruling Supreme Military 
Council’s second-in-command Other Sawaba detainees were freed this 
time last year, leaving only Mr Bakary injail. Hcwdl also be brought back 
to the capital, to stay with his family.

President Seym Kountchc announced the clemency measures, without 
giving details, in a coup anniversary broadcast

according to the Financial Times 
The $53m order to enlarge thc 

fishing harbour of El Ayounc was 
thc first major contract awarded to 
a foreign company in the desert 
area, where thc Algenan-backc<j 
Polisario Front is figf 
can forces.

The initial contract betv 
Kalis Wcsminstcr and thc 
can Government was sigr 
two months ago Bos Kali 
decided that the risk of dtsr 
by thc Pohsaro is unaccept.

Bos Kalis’s dccison « 
major blow to 
Government which 
order as an implicit« 
its sovereignty over 
Sahara The suspen* 
had been “difficult” 
Moroccan Govcmmc 
accept— ... 
thc company said.

Bos Kalis was to have built 
dams, harbour walls and break, 
waters and dredge "*— 
metres of earth to ma 
fishing harbour suit.) 
vessels Thc work 
taken 2'/j years

Polisario was of the opinion that 
the enlarged port could be used by 
supply vessels for thc Moroccan 
forces operating in thc area and 
therefore thc construction work 
would amount to an “act of war,”

Thc Bos Kalis chairman Mr 
Hans van Hcmcrt said "We 
underestimated thc need to talk 
with Polisario before going ahead 
with thc order"

W. SAHARA
Port plan stops

The Dutch construction com­
pany Bos Kahs Westminster, which 
is active in West Africa, has for thc 
time being pulled out of a contract 
to extend a harbour in thc Western 
Sahara because of fears of 
disruption by Polisario guerrillas,

All the 315 Jaguar and Mirage 
Three planes in France’s Tactical 
Air Force arm have seen service in 
Africa, either in military opera 
lions or as part of the French 
presence on thc continent, the 
unit’scommander. General Michel 
Forget, said in France recently

So far only the Anglo-French- 
built Jaguar tactical strike planes 
have been used for operations in 
recent years in Africa, notably 
against Western Sahara Polisario 
gucmllas when Mauritania was 
involved in thc conflict and in 
Chad, also against irregular forces

PLEASE CONTACT US:

{Rdslwieui £U
3/5 Dunston Road, Hackney, London E8
Mon—Fn 9 am—5 30 pm Saturday 9—12.30 Tel 254 4836/7/8/9.
Telex 922488 Ref 129 10 mins bus journey Liverpool Street

★ Shipping for general cargo — 
Including cars, trucks, personal 
effects and machinery at competi­
tive rates.

★ Low airfreight cost from 80p per 
kilo.

★ Air ticket arrangements available at 
low costs

★ Consignments packed In either 
lined case, steel container, roll on 
— roll off.

★ Discount for students.
★ Freight payment at destination by 

arrangement.
★ Collection, removal and storage at 

low costs.
★ For reliability, low cost rates, 

service and our long experience In 
shipping to East and West Africa — 
we consider unchallengeable

A radio station loyal to southern 
leader Abdelkadcr Wadal 
Kamouguc has called on France 
to pull iLs 1,200 men out of Chad 
and accused Pans of giving military 
support to Defence Minister 
Hisscnc Habrc in thc civil war.

The radio, based at Moundou in 
thc south of the country, made its 
broadcast after a visit to the town 
by French Ambassador. M Marcel 
Beaux, dunng which he met 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kamouguc.

Thc forces of Lt-Col. 
Kamougue. who is Vice-President 
in thc inoperative Transitional 
Unity Government of President 
Goukoum Wcddcyc. are shelling 
N’Djamena from outside thc dty as 
the Goukouni and Habre armies 
continue their month-old battle 
inside (he capital

Radio Moundou charged that 60 
French artillery’ men were helping 
Mr. Habre’s Northern Armed 
Forces (FAN) and that two new 
French units had arrived in 
N’Djamena to take part in thc 
fighting. It said there was no longer 
any need for a French presence in 
the country, since most French 
nationals had fled thc capital.

In a radio interview, Mr Beaux 
reaffirmed FianccVstnct neutral­
ity" in thc Chadian conflict and

SHBPPBNG NEWS
* Pack consignment m one lined case or steel container * Roll-on/Roll-off services* 10 
years experience in Export packing/shipping * Shipment of general cargo of all kinds, 
including MACHINERY. TRUCKS. CARS etc to all parts of the world * Discounts for 
students going home * Part payment at destination accepted ★
Our Mam Shipping Lines are Palm Lines. Elder Dempster. Nigerian National Lines, etc
Sea Freight W/A: (Containers every 2 weeks (Roll-on/Roll-off). Wooden 11 days 
(conventional)
Carsand break bulk twice weekly (roll-on roll-off) Sailing schedule to all other countries 
on application
Air Cargo W/A: Twice weekly from 95p

Air Travel: Regular departures throughout the year 
Summer/Winter
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Why William Tolbert was killed
During his first full press conference, Master Sgt. Doe said the army 

would return to barracks assoon as the Council had eradicated corruption 
Other reports said "as soon as life returns to normal". He said: “The 
revolution does not solve our problems but provides an opportunity to 
build a nation for all Liberians to enjoy without discrimination The rights 
of all citizens would be respected, regardless of class or origin, provided 
that they work for and deserve whatever property they acquire. Foreign 
investment of benefit to Liberia would be welcomed," '

Master Sgt. Doc said the coup was necessary beca 
branches of the Government were not carrying 
responsibilities. When asked why President Tolbert

tried with other officials, the new Head of State replied 
mansion. I tried to arrest him but he resisted and so I 
killed to have my mission accomplished."

Some details of the trials
Those executed were among over 

90 former officials being trial on 
charges of rampant corruption, 
maladministration of government, 
contravention of democratic pro­
cess. and flagrant contravention of 
the affairs of state inconsisent with 
the constitution and the statutory 
laws of Liberia The chairman of 
the tribunal. Colonel Frank 
Senkpeni (described by Precious 
Benson in the London Guardian as 
"softspoken" and holder of a law­
degree and a bachelor of arts in 
political science), said all four 
charges constitute high treason, 
carrying maximum penalty of 
death or life imprisonment The 
tribunal's finding and recommend­
ations will be passed on to Master 
Sgt. Doe and the People’s 
Redemption Council, which is to 
take responsibility for the sen­
tences. The Head of State has 
already announced that those 
found innocent would be reab­
sorbed into the society. Over 200 
officials arrested after the coup 

idy been released 
defendants have so far 

lot guilty to the charges. 
Senkpeni is reported as 

saving: “They all say they’re 
innocent of corruption yet 
everyone admits that the Tolbert 
Government was corrupt and 
working against the interest < 
people "

The trials began with that of 
former Justice Minister, Mr. 
Joseph Chcsson, "barefoot and 
unshaven" (according to UP1) who 
told the tribunal that "I have not 
accumulated anything from the 
Government" He said he lost 
money from his legal practice by­
serving in the government and 
added that "I did not do any 
corrupt act' Mr. Chcsson also 
denied condoning beatings 
political opponents (members 
the PPP who were facing trial f 
treason and sedition on April 
have said they were subjected 
daily beatings).

Mr Frank Tolbert admitted that 
there had been rampant corruption 
m the former government, and that 
it had monopolised the Libcnan 
political process to the exclusion of 
the masses of Liberian people He 
did not disagree to a suggestion 
that the corruption had necessi­
tated the coup Mr. Tolbert 
declared that he had more than 
S500.000, seven apartment blocks 
and seven houses.

The former Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Mr 
Richard Henries, said the Tolbert 
Administration was always talking 
about corruption but corruption 
began at the top with the President 
who also gave top jobs to members 
of his family against the advice of 
his associates. He said the only way 
to cleanse the country was by the 
coup and congratulated Master 
Sgt. Doc Mr Henries declared 
having S91,000 and eight houses.

Mr. C Cecil Dennis, forrr 
Foreign Minister, said the force: 
government had violated t= 
constitutional nghts of fs 
Liberian people by not penwtteg 
their full participation tn fs 
decision-making process Mr 
Dennis declared having 
S21.5OO in his Monrovia hiru 
account, as well as some farm Ira 
and houses.

The former chairman of fe 
National Investment Comnussn 
and general treasurer of the Tra 
Whig Party, Mr. Clarence Pirk: 
described the President and f i 
family as "a bunch of rei 
people", according to ELw* 
radio. He said "William Tolle" 
was insane. Frank Tolbert inters 
crazy Two of the Tolbert sstr 
are crazy, and A B Tolbert i 
crazy. How could you reason^ 
crazy man?" Mr. Parker addedt1- 
thc April 12 coup had bnst- 
relief to 95 per cent of the Liber-: 
P The former Chief Justice cf* 
Supreme Court, Mr. Justice Jis 
A. A Pierre, denied allegatiri 
that he had accepted a S100.W 
bribe to reverse a lower etc 
judgment in a murder case V- 
James T. Phillips Jr ■ forras 
Finance Minister said the F- 
admmistration had failed t 
Libcnan people The former Tn 
Whig Party chairman. M 
Reginald Townsend also said- 
coup was justified because d 
party had not lived up to i 
democratic ideals Londons Or 
Telegraph reported that the ford 
Agriculture Minister, Dr C) 
Bright, told the tribunal that he * 
not himself involved with 1 
"political side" of the forfi 
administration. Mr JohnSherirJ 
the former Minister of Commer 
admitted that the pre'K 
administration "did not cartyi 
its duty to the letter"
Independence 
Day is April 12

April 12 had been declared 
new Independence Day of Lil* 
and will also be known at Nano 
Redemption Day. Master Sgt t 
announced this to army officer 
the Barclay Training Centre ' 
Head of State said July 26. II 
was the day when Libcnan pec 
became prisoners on their own 
and were deprived of the fruit 
their land. He said the situaboi 
Libcna had aroused their con( 
and they had replied by giving 
Liberian people a new gov-emir 
that would provide peace. I 
mony. a good atmosphere wt 
all their children and grandchild 
would enjoy freedom, pe 
harmony and a good standan 
living. He added that one of 
objectives of the People’s 
demption Council was to ens 
peace among the Libenan pei 
and a feeling of oneness- "Wi

LIBERIA
13 officials executed

Thirteen senior officials were publicly executed by fmng squad on the 
beach at the Barclay Training Centre in Monrovia on 22 Apnl They were- 
Mr. Frank Tolbert (president of the Senate and brother of the late 
President); Mr. James A. A. Pierre (Chief Justice); Mr. Reginald 
Townsend (True Whig Party chairman); Mr. C. Cecil Dennis (Foreign 
Minister) . Mr. James Phillips (Minister of Finance, w ho resigned just after 
last year’s OAU conference); Mr. Franklin Neal (Minister of Planning and 
Economic Affairs); Mr. Joseph Chcsson (Minister of Justice); Mr 
Clarence Parker (True Whig Party treasurer); Mr. Frank Stewart 
(National Budget Director), Mr John Sherman (Minister of Commerce). 
Mr. Charles King (Member of the Legislature for Nimba County): Mr. 
Richard Hennes (Speaker of the House of Representatives), and Dr 
Cyril Bright (Minister of Agnculture). The recently -appointed Minister of 
Information, Mr. Johnny McClain, had also 
executed. The 13 men had all pleaded not —11 
high treason, rampant corruption, misus.
aval rights. Reports indicated that Master ’ 
appeals for clemency from the US Embassy; 
and was not present at the executions

According to a correspondent in the London Times (who. with "the 
rest of the foreign press, watched [the execution] with mounting disgust"), 
the five-man tribunal “earned out no proper investigation — no 
examination of bank accounts for instance — but cross-examined (‘ 
accused) and allowed them to speak in their defence. There 
defence lawyers"

The imminent executions were announced at the Executive Mansion 
just after Master Sgt. Doc had finished a press conference. According to 
the London Daily Telegraph, "an aide declared that -enemies of the 
revolution" were about to be shot al the Barclay Barracks" The Telegraph 
correspondent in Monrovia, Brian Silk, said most of the condemned men 
faced death bravely, except Frank Tolbert, who was "trembling with 
fear. As green ropes were used to bind the men tightly to the stakes. 
Tolbert’slegs gave way and he collapsed to the great delight and ridicule of 
his tormenters. But Cecil Dennis stared with contempt at the soldiers who 
yelled insults in his face and kicked away his shoes. Soldiers took 
pictures of each other, the prisoners and of each other standing in front of 
the row of stakes. Television crews and news photographers were urged by 
grinning soldiers to get forward for a close shot. -Look.' shouted one 
soldier as Frank Tolbert slumped forward on his ropes, ’he's dying 
already’." Again according to Brian Silk in the conservative London 
newspaper, “it was an episode of extreme barbarity and bloodlust by 
soldiers driven wild with hatred. After the firing party had done its job by 
firing in volleys in strict military order, an orgy of revenge began. With 
thousands of people cheering them on. the soldiers fired hundreds of 
rounds into the lifeless bodies, some using sub-machine guns. When it was 
over, the bodies were covered with blood and the crowd continued yelling 
its delight."

The Times correspondent again wrote that "after what seemed like a 
long time, the men were shot amid a crowd of jeering, shouting soldiers. 
Many of the soldiers were drunk or drugged The big crowd, which had 
been held back, surged forward shouting deliriously. ‘In the cause of the 
people, the struggle corr’------■' ”
• The London Times later reported from agency sources that the People's 
Redemption Council had rejected the five-man tribunal's 
recommendations of death sentences for only four out of the 13 accused 
The tribunal chairman. Lt -Col. Senkpeni was reported as say ing two of 
the 13 had been declared innocent of high treason, but the tribunal had 
been overruled The two were Mr Clarence Parker and Mr. Charles King.

Meanwhile the London Daily Telegraph reported a tribunal member as 
saying of the 82 officials still facing trial that "some of them found guiles 
may get life but most of them will be shot".
• The International Commission of Junstshas condemned the executions 
but it pointed out that it did not seek to defend members of the previous 
elitist regime. The Commission, said the officials had been tried on vague 
charges that were not offences at the operative time, and criticised the 
tribunal for playing the role of the prosecution while there was no defence 
counsel.
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not want one group of people to 
feel that they arc better than 
another group "

Dennis asked 
about US asylum

The US House of Representa­
tives’ sub-committee on Africa is 
to investigate the circumstances in 
which the late Cecil Dennis, 
formerly Liberia’s Foreign Minis­
ter. inquired about political asy lum 
in the United States Representa­
tive Steven Solarz, chairman of the 
sub-committee, said that some 
hour; after the coup Mr Dennis 
and three other Libcnan officials 
had asked an American diplomat 
in Liberia about asylum proce­
dures "Tragically we failed to 
follow through on this inquiry in a 
manner which would have 
protected Mr Dennis' life" Mr. 
Solarz said 
o The Ambassador 
Winston Tubman, i 
of the Liberian Mis 
from a group of Liberians wl 
peacefully at the request of Master 
Sgt Samuel Doc The young 
Liberians, all resident in the US, 
had taken over the mission 
peacefully after the coup 

Obligations to 
be honoured

A decree on financi.il measures 
has been issued by the Chairman of 
the People's Redemption Council 
The regulation on foreign pay­
ments. effective from April 16 to 
15 May said that proceeds of all

• The Ghana Government 
decided to take care of nearly 100 
Liberians including 18 members of 
the national soccer team, the Lone 
Stars, until the situation in Liberia 
permitted them to return home 
The Liberian Ambassador in 
Ghana. Mr. J. Christopher Ricks, 
said the Ministry of Education and 
Sports had promised to rehouse the 
players and officials. He confirmed 
reports that the Libenan Presiden­
tial jet which had brought the team, 
had left for Abidjan to enable it to 
have better communication with 
Monrovia. (The aircraft's pilot is 
said to be Captain Richardson, the 
late President's son-in-law, and he 
flew to Abidjan leaving the rest of 
the contingent in Accra).

Ambassador Ricks also denied 
that officials who came with the 
contingent were seeking political 
asylum in Ghana. The officials 
were the Minister of Labour, 
Youth and Sports. Mr. Estrada 
Bernard. Mr. Willis Knuckles, 
Deputy Sports Minister, Mr. 
Marbu Richards. Assistant Minis­
ter of Sports in charge of the 
National Team, and Mr Johnson 
Laffiat, Deputy Minister of 
Commerce The Lone Stars played 
well to draw 2-2 with a reportedly

—' •cent Black Stars team who 
i-u for most of the match The 
inaian team goes through to the 

Olympics with a 4-2 aggregate.

Big search for 
Major Jerbo

A massive search was ordered 
for Major William Jerbo who led 
over 30 soldiers in an attack on 
military installations in Balata, 
Bong County The artillery 
commander of the People’s 
Redemption Council, Col. Isaac 
Jurwah, was killed in the attack. 
According to the commanding 
General of the Libcnan Armed 
Forces, Thomas Kurumba, all the 
rebel soldiers involved had been 
captured except Major Jerbo. It 
was announced that if found guilty 
in their court martial, they would 
be executed immediately by firing 
squad.

Meanwhile three soldiers and 
one civilian have been executed by 
firing squad for looting and 
engaging in subversive activities 
Speaking at the Barclay Training 
Centre where the executions took 
place. Master Sgt. Samuel Doe. the 
Head of State, said the execution 
would serve as an example l 
civilians and soldiers not to < 
in activities not in line wi 
objectives of the revolution. 
Master Sgt. Doc said the objective 
of the coup was to get rid of 
corruption in the society.

' elopmcnl, Master 
the truth of any 

t that all security agencies 
he exception of the Bureau of 

i and National Avia- 
police had been 
said he had not 
officials or state

exports shall be paid surrendered 
to a licensed commercial bank 
operating in Liberia. No transferor 
payment abroad of funds shall be 
made by or through the financial 
institution without pnor approval 
of the National Bank of Liberia 
except that first payments or 
transfers may be made without 
reference to the National Bank in 
respect of obligations existing as of 
April 16, 1980 and reported as 
such lo the National Bank

Earlier. Major Perry J Zulu, 
Minister of Finance. had 
announced that all existing 
legitimate Government obligations 
would continue to be honoured, 
including domestic and foreign 
contractural obligations. All ven­
dors and suppliers of goods and 
services were lo honour all goods 
ordered and/or letters of credit 
issued by the Minister of Finance, 
and they were asked to submit to 
the Minister statements of account 
and supporting documents for 
outstanding Government obliga-

Thc Ministry also urged 
taxpayers — individuals, partr 
ships, corporations, nationals ; 
foreigners and residents alike — to 
fulfil their tax obligations to the 
Government He said the Ministry 
was maintaining its tax-collection 
procedure Any entity oi individual 
who shall be declared a tax 
delinquent by the Minister of 
Finance shall be summoned by the 
People's Redemption Council to 
explain the cause for the delay in 
payment

financi.il
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Nearest tube Seven Sisters.

Contact us before your next 
flight to Accra, Lagos, Abid­
jan, Douala, Johannesburg, 
Lusaka, Monrovia, Nairobi^ 
Dar-es-Salaam and many 
other African destinations. 
Remember we are the Afri­

can travel specialists.
Call or write:

to DO.80m 
deficit in the 
in January 
compared to 
vious month 
January 1979 

Manufactured 
fuel, animal pr 
products, machinery and transport 
equipment, and mineral, lubricants 
and related materials formed the 
bulk of the imports dunng the 
period under review while re­
exports accounted for the bulk of 
the value of the exports.

Committee President Omar Scy 
said that most .African countries 
had in the past used sport to gain 
political concessions. The commit­
tee therefore called upon all 
African countries to put pressure 
on the Soviet Union to withdraw its 
troops from Afghanistan It said 
the Soviet invasion of .Afghanistan 
was a violation of human rights.
• The Gambia sent a team of 16 
players, a manager and an umpire 
to the Third Quadrangular Cricket 
Tournament tn Accra, Ghana. The 
Gambia Cricket Association has 
said that The Gambia will host the 
Fourth Tournament next year.

Trade deficit up 
in January

The Gambia's imports for 
January 19S0 were worth 
D23.57m compared to D23 28m. 
in the previous month and 
D21 57m. in January last year. On 
the other hand, exports fell sharply 
from D3 75m in December 1979

i in January 19S0. The 
ic country's visible trade 

1980 was D22.76tn
o D19 53m in the pre- 
"*■ and DI6.35m in

The Gambia won six gold 
medals and a silver and a bronze 
medal at an athletics meeting 
in Dakar, celebrating the third 
(Itiinziune de In Jeunesse el de hi 
Culture

Hie Gambia .Veiex Bulletin said 
Banana Jarju docked 10 3 secs, to 
win the 100 metres dash. Ismaila 
Cessay won the 200 metres in 22 
secs, Hat. Paul Ccesay came first in 
the 1.500 metres, his twin Peter 
was behind him in second place in 
the event, and Jabou Jawo won 
both the 100- and 200-metre 
races as she picked up her second 
gold to bong The Gambia its fifth. 
The 4x110 relay team bagged the 
sixth

The silver and tho bronze medals 
after the 4 x 400 metres 

came second and 
third in the 400 

athletes had 
and had

Olympic ban?
The Gambian Olympic Commit­

tee has said it would not take part 
in the Moscow Olympic Games 
unless there was a significant 
change in the situation in 
Afghanistan before May 24.

To soo tho very latest in a wide rj 
tropicahsod goods visit our now ox 
showrooms Wo stock TVs, Hi-Fi, Vidoc 
cassettes washing machines and ■» 
household appliances We are main agents 

for
PYE. PANASONIC. JVC. SONY 

INDESIT, TRICITY. BELLING, etc.

Just arrived

performance Africa's fastest man 
Earnest Obeng did not participate 
He is away tn training in Europe

The 4 x 110 relay team broke the 
national record by clocking 4 mins. 
1 see The Ccesay twins, Peter and 
Paul made national times in the 
SOO- and 1.500-metre races 
respectively Peter timed 1 56 and 
Paul 4.08 mins, in their events.

Mr Sebastian Njie. Secretary 
General of The Gambia z\mateur 
Athletics Association, (G.AA.A), 
said training for the Olympics 
might lake place in Thies, from 
agreements signed with Senegal. 
He said he hoped that between 
eight and ten athletes could go to 
Moscow.

Mr Dodou Joof. national 
athletics coach, said the team had 
built up good stamina for 

jmpciition and added that the 
instruction of the Independence 

Stadium was an exciting develop­
ment for all athletes in the country

The team captain. Mr. Bamba 
Njie. said the team needed all the 
encouragement and that he was 
looking forward to government 
participation in funding certain 
programmes lhe teams must go 
through "The GAAA is full of 
potential." he said.

• There has been a considers 
drop in sales at the prolific: 
branches of the National Trad-i 
Corporation (NTC), which c 
managing director, Mr. Hi 
Jcnneh, has blamed on  
disappointingly poor trade seaw 
caused by failures in the grounds 
crop

He said the Corporation «a 
doing its best to keep prices doo 
but disclosed that it was ai gre 
cost to the company. But since t® 
idea of opening up provinctalshog 
was to help the people, he said,l! 
Corporation will have to can 
those costs.

He further blamed the lad ■ 
turnover on poor wages which. K 
said, has caused some shops tofei 
short of even covering runnir 
expenses The managing direct 
said there were a few areas of & 
country needing NTC shops ba 
the resources of the Corporate 
are very stretched at this tune

The NTC runs 10 branchesmthi 
Provinces and nine in the Konta

Well ahead
Hie UNDP well-constnicM 

programme in MacCarthy Islam 
Division has completed 12 Ml 
and 10 more arc almost ready 
project is aimed at solving Ci 
problems of reaching dnnlir. 
water by humans and livestock 
O Twenty people have died fret 
meningitis m the region of Ba."-’ 
the Health Department hi 
announced It said a medical ter 
had been sent to the region

team
i ...ooge ( 
,. Gambian 

10 events 
led in all.
the end of the Qumzainc 
••itions. an international 
(tonal meet was also held in
B.inana Jarju beat sprinters 
Ivory Coast. Cameroun. 

Congo. France and Senegal in the 
100 metres.

Jarju beat Africa Hack champ­
ions like Buanga of Cameroun, 
Okunkwu of Congo. Palo of Ivory 
Coast, in his first international
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SIERRA LEONE
Stevens warning 
to tax defaulters

President Stevens has warned 
tax defaulters to fulfil their 
obligations according to law to save 
government the trouble of 
invoking the provisions of the 
Income Tax Act to the inconveni­
ence of anyone A total of over 
LclOOm , he said, was now owed to 
government by tax defaulters over 
a period of ten years.

The President, who was 
addressing the Moyamba district 
combined APC convention and 
agricultural show and trade fair, 
said that in one case, a total of 
Le36,000 outstanding tax was 
owed by a single individual.

He said it was most unfair for 
ordinary farmers to pay their 
annual local tax regularly while 
well-to-do people refused to 
discharge their tax obligation He 
said that if all taxes now due to 
government were paid regularly, 
government would probably not be 
in such precarious financial 
position

Broadening role 
for the Army

* President Stevens has congr 
fated the army on combininj 
traditional role of security with tn 
economic and social service

The President was speaking at 
the passing out parade of six officer 
cadets at the Bcnguema Training 
Centre He told the new officers 
that they were receiving their 
commission at a time when the 
nation was preparing to host the 
17th summit of the OAU and said 
he was deeply conscious that this 
was the biggest event in the history 
of Sierra Leone He said he was 
equally confident that the benefits 
the nation would derive from the 
associated infrastructure invest­
ments will far outweigh the cost of 
the venture.

He asked them to seize the 
opportunity to project the image of 
Sierra Leone to the outside world 
by giving their best performance 
wherever they may be put to sen e

The Bengucma Military 
Academy was first established in 
1966 as a training msitituion for 
officer cadets.
Inquiry 
commission job 
for judge

President Siaka Stevens has 
swom-in Justice Ken Omotayo 
During as chairman of the Com­
mission of Inquiry appointed to 
look into the conduct and activities 
of the acting Commissioner of 
Police, Mr E A Coker, dunng the 
student disturbances on January 
31

Mr Coker was suspended from 
office last February after he had 
been accused of contemplating to 
overthrow the government while 
President Stevens and the heads of 
state of Guinea and Liberia were
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admitted that this was not to suggest tbil’c^ 
imposed on others, or that we seek Io pi=i 
at we probably will never be able to undenusfj 

has it that the last military i 
regime ‘‘established a

Leone v 
did for 
country I 
OAU ch a 
career of Presi 
still alive.

Others thought that President Tolbert had made “unforgivable 
mistakes’ in banning the opposition party PPP which had taken firm root 
in Liberian politics; in detaining its leaders, in putting a “wanted dead or 
alive” notice for the capture of 15 PPP members who were on the ran.

■g a woman, with an offer of a reward of SI.500—$2,500 for each; 
pronouncements that those opposition members found guilty of

j (their trial should, ironically, have started April 14) would suffer 
the unqualified penalty of death.

These recent actions of the late President, 
that President Tolbert had ceased to be■ 
seen to be. and if allowed to carry on, 
tyranny.
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A,D.n, r..r -*■— £3Q
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£33 
£33 
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£7 

£18 & £20
London’s biggest range 

tequard designs all com­
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tiuciit, some people argued, showed 
e the democratic leader he was once 
Liberia would soon be a country of

Ibert. close fnend and 
_ _ verthrow of the ruling 

Ked feelings m Freetown 
tright, and said that Sierra 

the late President sanctuary, as Tanzania 
la, if Mr Tolbert had been able to flee his 

' e kindly to such a brutal end of the late 
said, when one compares the polit:

l of Idi Amin or Bokassa who today

programmes of the national radio or television. There had also Ker- i 
official reaction from government.

Political observers believe that although the incident has been ur-; i 
with disfavour in government circles, official reaction has to be treit i 
with extreme caution and calculated diplomacy in view of the rccr i 
anti-Sierra Leone backlash, reported in the labenan press alter •. i 
football incident in Freetown, and also to save the Mano River Ln - i 
Irom disintegrating.

The ruling party paper
April 13 said that the late | 
unsung — at least for the m 
hearts of
grievous passing.

"That should be understandable, for we do not take kindly '• i 
executions which do not result from the due process of the law Second1 
having graduated from the experience of military rale, we have c- 
deep-seated prejudges against such kind of imposition. '

News of tlie assassination of President William Tolt 
ally of Sierra Leone’s President Stevens, and the ove 
True Whig party in Libenawasreccivedwith mixe 

Some people condemned the assassination oulr 
would have gladly given 

r Milton Obote of Uganda.
7- Many people did not take 
chairman, particularly, they 
of President Tolbert to that <
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H <■ Yone in an editorial in its Sunday edition i 
president "will be unwept, unhonoured •S 

noment — among his own people. But in fc=s 
many Sierra Leoneans, there will be marked sorrow at t-i
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For President Stevens, who shared a very personal and dose 
relationship with the late President, the news was received with "great 
shock” and “regret". President Stevens, who was reported to have been 
“visibly shaken.” was to have left Freetown for West Germany on the 
evening of Tolbert’s death for a state visit which should have started Apnl 
16. President Stevens hurriedly cancelled the visit and a release put out by 
State House was relayed on the radio urging members of the president’s 
20-man delegation not to travel to the aiiport as the visit had been called 
off fhe release made no mention of the reason for the cancellation nor of 
the coup in Liberia.

Up till Tuesday Apnl 15, three days after the incident, there has been no 
mention of it in the national news, nor in any of the current affairs

Cautious hope
While the paper____

sentiments should be in 
judgement on a cause that — ....---------------------------- —
it recalled that history has it that the last military regime in Nigenabek 1 
handing over to a civilian regime “established a roll of honour.in w'’.'--1 
will not be found the names of those who overthrew the cnilM 
government of Alhaji Sir Abubakar Tafavva Balcwa

’’We arc reminded also that Indira Gandhi was buffeted. huwlu’cJ 
prosecuted and accused of all sorts of vices, including the well-carped 
‘corruption’ In their hour of desperation, the people have hadtotjn 
back to Indira Gandhi for salvation, her persecutors and detractontu»irg 
left the country in shambles Thank God for democracy' We aretemuded 
also that the allegations against Nkrumah pale into insignificance***! 
compared with the charges levied against some of those who overtbre* 
him ’’

In an article titled "Tolbert’s Good Friday" in the.S'im</m IVeYow.tte 
paper’s managing editor, Sam Metzger, said. ". we know the pns 
Nigeria has had to pay from the overthrow of the last a v than regime tot’: 
return to civilian rule last year. In this connection, we here can only»■'* 
Liberia well It is in our interest to see that Liberia succeeds in white11: 
she does. And we recognise that Liberia has a lot of competent men 1» 
kind of organisational effectiveness with which they earned out the-' 
operations is proof of that."
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