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the Inspector General
of Police, Sunday Ehindero,
to track down the perpetrators
of Tuesday’s robbery at Agip
Oil Company, Port Harcourt,
where seven mobile police-
men were killed.

The Minister of Informa-
tion and National Orientation,
an-
nounced this to newsmen at
the weekly briefing on the
outcome of the federal execu-

‘tive council (FEC) meeting

held at the presidential villa
yesterday.
According to the minister,

_President Obasanjo was

deeply saddened by the inci-
dent and expressed his con-

‘dolence to the families of

those who lost their lives as
the heightened insecurity in
the Niger Delta came up for
mention at the FEC meeting.

Mr. Nweke explained that
the federal government is
committed to the security of
all who carry out their legiti-
mate business in the country
and assured that the govern-
ment will take steps to check
such incidents from recurring.

The information minister
said Mr. President was deeply
saddened by the develop-
ments in Port Harcourt and ex-
tends his condolence to the
families of those who lost their
lives while he 1s in contact
with the Rivers state gover-
nor and has also been briefed
by the Inspector General of
Police.”

“The federal government
is committed to the security
of everyone in the country
and to ensure that people do
their business unmolested.

The government will take
appropriate steps to arrest the

‘incident while those people
-will be tracked down.”

NSIDE

~ Attack on Agip
%was robbery - FG

® fmerican security operatives arrive

resident Olusegun
: Obasanjo has directed

From Ikenna Emeka Okpam, Bul eau
Chief, Port Harcourt & Joe Oroye,
in Abuja

Many people were killed
during robbery incidents in
Port Harcourt last Tuesday
where two banks were at-
tacked and robbed.

Meanwhile, the police
command in Rivers state has
ruled out militia attack on
Tuesday’s invasion of the
Nigerian A gip Oil Company in
Port Harcourt, saying it was a
case of pure armed robbery.

The commissioner of po-
lice, Mr. Samuel Adetuyi, said
in Port Harcourt yesterday
that the attack was an armed
robbery incident and was so
carried out. He regretted that
the police could not arrest the
suspected armed robbers as
they had escaped before re-
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by Christian Youth Association of Nigeria in Kaduna... recently.
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L-R: Governor Ahmed Sani of Zamfara, Rt. Rev. (Dr.) Ali Buba Lamido, the Anglican Bmhop of Wusasa Diocese and represemam e uf
Governor of Plateau State, Chief James Barry, at a seminar titled: “Citizens Religious Freedom in Democratic Governance” organised
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Don’tcave in
- Northern Reps tell govs

head of their meeting
in Kaduna tomorrow,
orthern governors

have been urged not to suc-
cumb to blackmail or intimi-
dation in an attempt to get
their endorsement of the third
term plot.

The call was made by the
Northern Members Forum
who reiterated their earlier
stance on the issue during the
Forum’s inauguration last
year.

In a press statement made
available to Daily Trust, the
Forum enjoined the gover-
nors to remain steadfast in the
fack of mounting pressure.
“...We urge them to persevere
particularly in the face of
threats of intimidation and
blackmail from some quarters.

“That while we appreciate
the position of our governors
as responsive and respon-
sible leaders who are not only
conscious of their individual
integrity but also the legacy
that they will bequeath to
their children and generations
yet unborn; we encourage
them to remain steadfast and
committed to the path of
honour they charted forusin

_the, Kaduna declaration. Be

rest assured your excel]encu:s

By Emmanuel Bello &
Mustafa Abubakar

that we are together in this
struggle. We remain commit-
ted till the end.”

On the ongoing attempts
to amend the 1999 constitu-
tion, the Forum reiterated its
position that the exercise must
be discontinued. It also com-
mended the Northern sena-
tors and pledged their sup-
port. “That we commend the
Northern senators for follow-
ing suit at their retreat in
Kaduna.

“We remain committed to
working in harmony with our
colleagues in the National
Assembly from other parts of

the country, many of whom
are against the third term
agenda.”

According to the state-
ment, the constitutional
amendment, though a legal

activity of the legislature,
should be suspended for the
greater good of the country.
Meanwhile, the erstwhile
Minister, Federal Capital Ter-
ritory, who is also the Special

Adviser to the president on
relations with civil socicty,
Engr. Muhammad Abba-
Gana, says that opposition to
the constitutional amend

Cont. on Pg. 2

... No funds for public

hearings

lans to produce a new
Ptimc table for public
hearings by the Na-
tional Assembly Joint Consti-
tution Review Committee ran

into a hitch yesterday when
majority of the members

By Habeeb 1. Pmdlga,
Assistant Political Editor

stayed away from the
committee’s meeting.

Besides the poor atten-

Investors sack NICON Insurance mgt

ollowing the acquisition
of 70 percent govern-
ment’s equity in NICON

Insurance Plc, the new core
investor, Assurance Acquisi-

tion Limited (AAL), has

sacked the management of the
insurance firm and reconsti-
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By Anas A. Galadima,
Business Reporter
tuted a new one.
The new management
team is to be headed by Bar-

rister Jimoh Ibrahim as Chief

Executive Officerand Dr.A.A

Idowu, as board chairman.
Speaking at a press brief-
ing in Abuja yesterday,
Ibrahim announced that “just
this morning, the new board
of directors of NICON Insur-
ance Plc at herfirst sitting, has
Cont. on Pg. 2

- Mantu

dance, chairman of the panel,
Senator Ibrahim Mantu. told
the stunned lawmakers that
there were no funds to con
tinue with the exercise as only

N100 million was in the
committee’s account when

alone is expected to gulp N456
million.

The constitution review
committee held its first meet
irg in the year yesterday tc
discuss a timetable for the
exercise, following last week’s
directive by the Senate for a

the PTOP(‘SCd PUbliC hearings

J
-4

comprehensive schedule of
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ment by some people in the
country is mischievous and
has misrepresented the entire
process to Nigerians. He
i stated this in his Bullet office,
i secretariat block “B”, during
a courtesy call on him by
members of the Nationwide
Coalition on Constitutional
: Amendments (NCCA).

Engr. Abba-Gana said it is
very important to make Nige-
rians recognize the difference

: between the electoral process
and the on-going constitu-
. tional amendment which is a
: normal and purely legislative
process, an exclusive func-
tion of the National Assem-
bly but unfortunately, some
are using it to create ill feel-
' ings and disaffection within
the country and therefore ap-
pealed to the civil liberty or-
ganizations within the coun-
try to leave those “sensitive
i political matters” to the poli-
i ticians who are members of
 the political parties.
He added that the civil lib-
+ erty organisations should not
venture into political matters
which will make them lose
their identities and become
another political party and
urged others to participate as
it is not only NCCA’s efforts
alone is needed. “It is a once
in a lifetime opportunity for
all Nigerians to responsibly
and democratically partici-
pate in this exercise which
may not properly come again
until another, fifty years. So,
the coalitions involvement
and partnership with the Na-
tional Assembly in the on
going constitution amend-
ment is in order while the civil
liberty organizations in capac-
ity building of other organs
of the govemmem is- m or-
dﬂ”

Engf. Ahln snd{he cw‘l
2 hbcrty -organizations can _
make an impact on the demo-
cratic order, rule .of law; hu-
man nghts, press freedom,
anti corruption crusade and
generally contribute to the
development and progress of
the society without being in-
volved in partisan politics.

Thil‘d tel‘m Cont. from pg. 1

He appealed to the civil |
liberty society coalitions that |
as we the country enters the
second civilian transition, Ni-
gerians should act patrioti-
cally so that we can consoli-
date the democratic power.

He advised the civil liberty
organisations should exercise
discretion in all they do and
what they say. He called on
members of the civil society
organizations throughout the
country should join the Na-
tionwide Coalition on Consti-
tutional Amendments
(NCCA), as the coalition is the
vanguard in this all important
task on constitutional amend-
ment.

Presenting his address the
national coordinator, Nation- |
wide Coalition on Constitu-

tional Amendments (NCCA), | |

Barrister Mike Nkwocha, said
that the essence of NCCA’s
visit was to intimate the exist-
ence of the organization, its
mission, vision and planned
activities to the Presidential
Adviser and to provide a veri-
table platform through which
Nigerians can engage the
constitutional amendment
process being undertaken by
the National Assembly.

Thursday, January 26, 2006 ‘

Mohammed Habibu Altyu, during a function at the State House, Abu]a. recently.

Minister of State for Internal Affairs, Dr. Joseph Odidi Itotoh (left) and his counterpart in the Ministry of Transport, Alhaji

Pic: Joe Oroye

inforcement from the state
command could get to the
scene.

He said a full-fledged in-
vestigation has commenced
and called on the general pub-
lic to come forward with in-
formatien that can lead to the
arrest-of the culprits.

~The commissioner as-
| sured the general public that
-thcpollce would keep secret
“the identity of informants
- saying that the attack should
. be viewed as a rape on the
‘'society and not the problem
of the police and those af-
fected.

He confirmed the death of
seven people whom he said

the review process.
Daily Trust gathered that
i out of the 80 members, only
. about 30 attended yesterday’s
meeting.
Addressing the lawmak-
- ers, Mantu, who a source said
insisted that there was no
- third term agenda before the
panel, regretted the poor at-
tendance, which he said was
threatening the exercise.

A reliable source said
Mantu informed the commit-
tee that out of the N200 mil-
lion budgeted for it in 2005
only N100 million was re-
leased so far.

He wondered how the ex-
ercise would continue with-

: out additional funds.

Daily Trust learnt that
among the options Mantu
canvassed at the meeting was
to ask the presidency to re-
lease the remaining funds that

. the National Political Reform
Conference did not exhaust.

But because of the poor
attendance, deliberation on
this was postponed till sext
week.

Ue Al Based bnah edtlier Sched-
ule, the public hearingis to
hold in six centres from Janu-

Funds con. from pg. 1

ary 8t020. _

The venues were Bauchi,
Lafia, Port Harcourt, Enugu,
Ibadan and Kaduna.

Daily Trust learnt that
poor attendance had been a |
recurring feature in the
committee’s meetings.

The last meeting held No-
vember 16, last year had 33
members in attendance while |
the one before it also had less
that half of the membership.

Last week, the Senate |
emerged from an executive |

session demanding fora com- |
prehensive time table from the |
Mantu committee following |
misgivings by senators re-
garding the third term agenda |
allegedly being pushed
through the constitution re-
view panel.
Minutes of the November

16 meeting obtained exclu- |
sively by Daily Trust in Abuja |
yesterday recorded Mantu as
sdaying that the committee
“would require massive pub-
licity in order to sufficiently
sensitize all stakeholders in
;all.parts of the country to en-
able them prepar¢ themstate- ¢
ments and representations.”

Aglp Cont. from pg. 1

were mobile policemen and
another one whom he referred
to as ‘spy’ special constabu-
lary police officer.

Daily Trust investigations
revealed that no arrests have
so far been made even as the
army have been deployed to
some major junctions-in the
city and the Agip junction, a
popular junction leading to
the Agip office that was at-
tacked. Efforts to get the
names of the affected police
officers failed as the com-
mand said it needed to inform
their respective families be-
fore releasing their names.

The robbers, the police
said, also killed civilian, a
worker of the company who
was hijacked and forced to
disclose the four cash centres
in the company premises. The
robbers were said to have
made away through the wa-
ter front bordering the pre-

i mises with about four million

naira before a combined po-
lice and Navy team could get
to them.

Meanwhile, the Nigerian
Agip Oil Company has de-
scribed the attack as unex-

| pected against insinuations
| that a group had warned the

workers not to come to work

| that day as the company was
| going to be attacked. There
| are insinuations that the com-
| pany had taken threats of at-

tacks for granted. »

But the company’s-Gen-
eral Manager, Public Affairs,
Mr. Akin Aruwajoye, said no
such warnings were received
as the attack came suddenly.
The attack occurred in broad
daylight and sent residents of
the area scampering.

Our reporter gathered that
security at the offices of other
oil companies and banks
have been beefed up to fore-

+ stall further attacks and rob-

bery.

There were also indica-
tions that the American gov-
ernment has deployed some
of its security operatives from
the FBI and CIA to the Niger
Delta. Our investigations re-
vealed that the securitymen
were to resume with some oil
companies in the region and
from that point, carry out their
job of getting to the militia
men who are suspected to be
hnied wnth some terrorist

A source that
wouid not want his name in
print, said the Americans are
worried by the techniques
employed by the kidnappers
and the militia men who are
said to be sending mails to
people warning them of their
activities and threatening to
carry out more attacks.

In some of their messages,
the militia asked for greater
regional autonomy and re-
source control, saying that
they wanted to be part of Ni-
geria under a new arrange-
ment. There are fears that the
attacks on the oil industry will
continue and might even get
worse if the federal govern-
ment employs force to secure
the release of hostages.

Meanwhile, the Bayelsa
state governor who heads the
federal governments special
committee on the Niger Delta
problems, is said to be wor-
ried by the increasing recalci-
trance of the militia groups
whom he said have stuck to
their guns despite efforts to
get them to release the hos-
tages in the past two weeks.
He has however, assured the
people that the state is doing
everything possible to secure
the release of the hostages

and also end the series of at-"

tacks on the oil industry in the
region. The militia, we gath-
ered, have wamned that any
attemipt {0 use fo¥ee to'secure

tHe 'feleaSe of'thé ‘hostages 'i-

would be disastrous.
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relieved the entire manage-
ment of their appointments
and directed that the handing
over process be completed
within 24 hours”

He said: “The board had
no option than to inject new
blood into the management of
NICON, particularly at a time

when insurance is expectedto -

be fully capitalized as a mat-
ter of fact”

he said, was the first step to-
wards to resuscitate the
fourty year old company,
pointing out that the books
of the company would be au-
dited to ensure that the former
management did not misman-
age funds.

Assurance Acquisition
Limited (AAL), a firm floated
by Jimoh Ibrahim and other
corporate investors, emerged
as core investor in the insur-

. ance company by paying

$46million (about Né6billion) at
the opening of financial bids
in Abuja in October 2005,
beating other bidders namely
Zenith insurance and IGI .
Barrister Ibrahim an-
nounced that the company
would be recapitalised to the
tune of N20billion in the next
six months as the first phase

Irene Chigbue, BPE DG.

Aappomted together with

of the company’s
recapitalisation programme.
He said that the company
would do an initial public of-
fer (IPO), in the second phase |
of its recapitalisation |
programme which would |
commence towards the end of |
the year. |
He noted that, “a capital |
base of N50 billion would be |
expected at the end of our |
we are movmg lowards |

going to insure banks
they have N25billiona }
capitalisation so we need to |
have a higher capital base
than them”.
The company would also
consider acquiring smaller in-
surance companies in the
country, but such firms must
have clean books, he pointed
out.
The new CEO said that
the company would resume
payment of claims within the
next seven days. The new
board of the company last
month stopped all payment of
claims to clients while expen-
diture was pegged 1o a cer-
tain limit for each management
staff.
When asked about the
reasons for the suspension of
payments, he said “when you
take over a new company, you
have to know what is goin
on. But we did not entirel
stop payments, we just sai
the management should let v

know when they want to mal
expenditure”
The new organogram ¢

the company as revealed by
Ibrahim, allows for a chief ex
ecutive officer as against ¢
managing director which was
the case before now. Also,
executive directors would be

I abotit terichief oper iting of-
ficers.
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Ajaokuta: Solgas threatens to reopen case against FG

olgas Energy Incorp-
S orated (USA), has threa-

tened to reopen a peti-
tion it filed at an international
arbitration panel in London
against the federal gover-
nment over alleged breach of
concession contract signed
in 2003 on the rehabilitation,
operation and maintenance
of Ajaokuta Steel Company
Limited (ASCL).

Also, the company is
threatening to expose in the
international media, the alle-
ged fraud perpetrated by cer-
tain top officials of the federal
government in the process of

By Ahmed I. Shekarau,
Deputy Editor & Joe Oroye,
State House Reporter

cobbling the concession
agreement.

The US based energy firm
has also initiated litigation in
Texas against the current ma-
nagers of Ajaokuta Steel, Glo-
bal Steel Holdings Limited, a
subsidiary of Ispat, over
alleged “breach of confiden-
tiality” in a deal struck betw-
een the two companies prior
to the take over of the ASCL
by the latter.

Solgas was contracted by
the government in June 2003,

to revive the Ajaokuta Steel
Company, recoup its inves-
tments and return same to the
government within 10 years.
But the firm reportedly requ-
ested for the termination of
the contract in August 2004,
based on certain conditions,
including a refund on invest-
ments in the 14 months it ran
the steel plant.

In a two-page letter to the
government counsel, Kendall
Freeman, a copy of which was
obtained by Daily Trust, the
Solgas’ Attorneys (Buck,
Keenan, Gage, Little & Lin-
dley, L.L.P) accused the Nige-

L—R: Hon. Kajiji, Hon. Dahiru Bornoma and another

National Assembly, Abuja ...yesterday.

rian government of breaching
the conditions for an out-of-
court settlement earlier reac-
hed between the two parties.
The letter dated Jan-
uary5, 2006, titled Re: No.
13620/MS; Solgas Energy
Limited v. The Federal Gover-
nment of Nigeria and Ajao-
kuta Steel Company Limited,
advised the government to
respond accordingly in line
with their earlier agreement.
Solgas, through its atto-
rneys, said it is giving the
FGN up to the 315t of this
month to take the necessary

action, failing which “we

member during the budget defence by Chancellors of Universities at
Pix: Felix Onigbinde. |

intend to file the amended
petition detailing by both
name and deed what we bel-
ieve to be a sordid tale of
greed, bribery and breach of
fiduciary duty”.

The amended petition,
according to the letter, “will
contain what we believe to be
good faith allegations conce-
rning gross misconduct and
unethical behaviour by both
elected officials and appo-
inted officials of the highest
levels of the Nigerian gover-
nment”.

It further warned in the
letter that failure to keep to
this deadline by the FGN will
compel it to expose, as noth-
ing but a sham, the Nigerian
government’s stated policy
of transparency and crack
down on corruption.

When contacted yest-
erday for the federal govern-
ment’s reaction to the issues
raised in the letter and other
matters, Minister of Power
and Steel, Senator Liyel
Imoke, said he will not make
any detailed comments on it
because it will be prejudicial
to the matter pending in court.

The minister who
demanded a photocopy of
the letter from the Solgas
attorneys, said: “The matter
is in court; so we’'re not
allowed to comment on that”.

However, when asked

whether the government did
reach an agreement with
Solgas which was said to
have been breached. he said,
“Yes; the agreement was
terminated now! (The deal
terminating the contract was)
signed by Solgas and signed
by the federal government.
“But you people know

that Solgas ran down
Ajaokuta. So, what are vou
people talking about? Or

don’t you remember that

part? And because there’s
probably going to be action
against them, they too want

to cover themselves™.

He denied any out-of-
court settlement agreement
between the government and
Solgas, saying “there was no
agreement (with Solgas) to
settle out of court. Everybody
has a right to go to court
They’re just exercising their
right; but they’re wasting
their time”.

Also, when contacte
Monday in Abuja or
lawsuit filed against
company in Texas by Solgas,
the Head of Legal Depar-
tment of Global Holdings. Mr.
L.K. Sharma, stated that “we
are contesting that comp-
any’s claims over breach of
confidentiality”.

He, however, dec
further comments on the
tter because it is still per
before the court in Texa

on
he
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. ACF meets with

Northern politicians

e Arewa Consultative
Forum (ACF), will on
Monday meet in Kad-

una with northern leaders,
elders and politicians to

' discuss current national
. socio-economic and political

issues of critical importance
to the north and the nation.

FG yet to sign Crown Agents contract

early six months after
the federal gover-
nment revealed plans
to contract Britain’s Crown
Agents to reform the Nigeria
Customs Service (NCS), the
deal is still yet to be signed.
While the ministry of fin-
ance has not given clear reas-
ons for the delay, specu-
lations are rife that the United
Nations Conference for
Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), may have kicked
‘against the federal gover-
| nment’s move to contract the
- firm on the grounds that the
: contract would amount to a
i duplication of service and a
waste of public resources
A maritime sector publi-
cation, Maritime Voice, repo-
rted in its December edition
that the international body
has advised the federal
government through the
ministry of finance to shelve
the idea of contracting the
Agents, stressing that since
the government has already
invested lots of money in the

- ASSYCUDA project, it would *

By Anas A Galadima,
Business Reporter

not be wise to, contract the
British firm again.

UNCTAD, according to
the magazine, had explained
to the federal government
that since the agents’ service
is based on risk analysis and
management, it would be
unwise to engage it to do the
job since the ASSYCUDA
software is also designed to
employ the same technique.

UNCTAD was said to
have called for a speedy com-
pletion of the ASSYCUDA
project so as to ensure a
timely take-off of the scheme
rather than duplicating the
functions through the cont-
ract when the government
has already spent much
money on ASSYCUDA.

The publication further
reported that the World Bank
which had earlier advised the
government to go for the
Crown Agents service, has
started having' agsgcond
thought about the idea based

on the advise given by
UNCTAD.

It said that efforts made
to sign the contract in Wa-
shington proved abortive
and that while the minister of
finance, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala, was present at the oc-
casion, World Bank officials
and those of customs and the
presidency were said to have
deliberately boycotted the
meeting.

When contacted, Victoria
Kwakwa, Lead Economist of
the World Bank in Nigeria
who spoke through the
bank’s spokesman, Toho-
mdet Obadiah, said “Its not
true. The bank is committed
to work with the government
to effect the reforms and to
check corruption at the
ports”.

Also contacted, Special
Assistant to the Minister of
Finance, Paul Nwabuikwu,
said he too was not aware that
UNCTAD had kicked against
the contract.

He said “I am not aware
that any such organisation

has gone against the con-
tract. In any case, the situa-
tion is that the Crown Agents’
proposal is on the table of
government and the issue of
whether it is supported by an
international organisation or
not is not very pertinent at
this point”

“What is important is that
in taking a final decision, I
believe that government will
consider all aspects including
the strengths and weakn-
esses of ASSYCUDA,” he
said.

Asked whether corru-
ption and inefficient service
delivery by customs officials
was responsible for the gov-
ernment’s desire to engage
the agents, he said “I will not
like to generalise and in the
process, impugn the integrity
of many hard working
officers of the customs. The
bottomline is that within the
customs, there are bad eggs
just like in other agencies and
other aspects of life and there
is need to do something
about the situation so that

the nation’s interest can be
served”.

It was gathered that the
federal government has so far
sgent about $2.95 million on
the ASSYCUDA software
besides other equipment and
machineries that

the project which is a major
aspect of the on-going
Customs reforms.
Meanwhile, top officials
of the NCS have reportedly
kicked against the contract
because it would limit its con-
trol in excise duties collection

The meeting, which will

ave been |
bought for the installation of |

on the institution as a whole. |

Minister of finance, Dr |
Ngozi Okojo-Iweala, said at |
the Customs Annual Conf- |

erence in Jos last month that,
“the reforms are aimed at
strengthening the Nigeria

making Customs stronger
and better. They are not a
threat to anyone. The Cus-
toms have been underfunded
in the past. We know it. But
the high level of corruption
in the service is not hering
matters.” '

)

From AbdulRaheem Aodu,
Correspondent, Kaduna

hold at the conference hall of
the International Trade Fair
Complex, is scheduled for
9.30 a.m., according to the
ACEF secretary general, Col.
Hamid Ali (rtd).

Former Head of State,
General Yakubu Gowon (rtd),
is expected to be the chairman
of the gathering.

Former heads of state and
presidents from the north,
northern governors, mem-
bers of the Northern Senators
Forum and elder statesmen
from the north are to partic-
ipate in the deliberations

“Members of the
Northern Members Forum,
members of the Northern
Speakers Forum, northern
delegates to the National
Political Reforms Conference,
members of the House of
Representatives and mem-

and serve as an indictment | Ders of the ACF General Ass-

embly are also expected to
attend the crucial meeting”.

Col. Hamid added that a
special paper will be delivered
at the meeting by Dr. A.

A | Siddique Mohammed of the
Customs Service. It is about |

Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria, to be followed by other
brief presentations by Chief
Sunday Awoniyi, the ACF
chairman, General Victor

| Malu (rtd) and Hajia Bilkisu
i Yusuf.











































































































































