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Only Oputa panel can compel 
former leaders to appear -Anyim
As controversy con- panel, set up to handle *  all that needed t<T be done

l

:

tinues to trail the re­
fusal o f former mili­

tary heads o f state to appear 
before the Hum an Rights 
V io la tions In v estig a tio n  
Commission (HRVIC), Sen­
ate President, Anyim Pius 
Anyim, has said that it is nei­
ther the duty o f the Presi­
dency nor the Senate to com­
pel them to appear.

Anyim , speaking with 
newsmen yesterday in Ikeja 
shortly after his arrival from 
North Korea, said that the

various human rights viola­
tion cases, “knows how to 
go about it."

“It is neither the business 
o f the President nor that o f 
the National Assembly or 
Senate P residen t. O puta 
panel know s how  to go 
about their business in their 
own way; they have a man­
date and they will go about 
it according to their man­
date,” he said.

On the creation o f local 
g overnm ents by sta tes, 
Anyim explained that the 
proper thing for any o f them 
which wished to do so was 
to get the state assembly to 
conduct a referendum.

He stressed that such 
state governments should do

done
before forwarding their de­
mands to the National As­
sembly for consideration.

“We insist on doing the 
right thing. O f course, you 
know local government is a 
constitutional issue, it must 
be listed in the constitution 
to become a local govern­
ment,” Anyim said.

According to him, how­
ever, the Senate’s focus will 
be on the electoral bill when 
it resumes sitting, including 
that on the road maintenance 
agency.

The Senate president said 
that his visit to North Korea, 
was at the invitation of that 
country’s parliament.

The Vice-President, Atiku Abubakar, (r) being received by FCT Minister, Engineer Mohammeu 
Gana (I), on arrival at the Nnamdi A zikiwe International Airport, Abuja from his three weeks a mi it 
in US... Sunday. Pix: Kennedy Egb< >r

PEACE COMMITTEE

2003:
I k  PDF endorses 

Obsanjo, Atiku

The PDP in the United 
K ingdom  has ex ­
pressed its staunch 

support for P residen t 
O lusegun O basan jo  and 
V ice-P resid en t A tiku 
Abubakar to seek re-election 

I on the party’s ticket in 2003.
The UK branch chair­

man, Rev. John Longhor, 
old the News Agency o f Ni­

geria (NAN) in London yes­
terday that the party was fully 
satisfied with the develop­
ment programmes o f the duo 
and their efforts at ensuring 

I a lasting democracy in the 
I country.

"We are totally in support 
| o f the candidature o f  the 

president and vice-president 
^for the 2003 e lec tio n s ,"  

^onghor said, calling on all 
patrio tic  m em bers o f  the 
tarty to give them the oppor- 
'nity to continue with their 
jform programme.

He criticised the "Patri

The Kaduna State gov­
ernment has queried 
six local government 

council chairmen in the state 
for their failure to constitute 
internal peace committees in 
their respective areas almost 
a year after issuing a direc­
tive to that effect.

G overno r A hm ed 
Makarfi, disclosed this at the 
closing ceremony o f a four- 
day management retreat for 
Kaduna State Em irs and 
Chiefs held in Kaduna.

E a rlie r in M ay, the

House o f Assem­
bly had suspended 10 coun­
cil chairmen in the state over 
allegations o f  financial im­
proprieties.

Their offences ranged 
from corrupt enrichm ent, 
poor execution o f projects 
and spending far above bud­
getary allocations.

Governor Makarfi, how­
ever, over-ruled the House 
and lifted the suspension or­
der. The afterm ath o f  the 
governor’s action was the 
constitution o f a committee

From Ibrahim Dan Halilu, 
in Kaduna and Henry Omunu

to look into the finances o f 
the affected councils.

The council chairm en 
were later pardoned by the 
governor, even though the

gated the allegations against 
the chairmen had found some 
o f them guilty o f wrong-do­
ing.

Makarfi said then, that his 
decision to forgive the coun­
cil chairmen was based on

The councils affects 
elude; Lere. Kaduna Sc 
M akarfi, Sanga, Chik. 
Bimin Gwari, Igabi, K i 
and Sabon-Gari.

In the latest incide: 
involving council chairrr 

contd. on pg 2com m ittee which investi- “political expediency.”

Sharia takes off in Kaduna

Over 160 delegates in Abuja for 
Commonwealth conference

More than 160 delegates have arrived in the coun­
try t or the 32nd conference o f the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association (CPA), African Region, 

which would be declared open by President Olusegun 
Obasanjo, tomorrow.

Addressing newsmen yesterday in Abuja, the Chairman 
o f the Organising Committee, Rep. Farouk Lawan, said that 
delegates from 18 o f the 19 African CPA countries, includ­
ing seven members o f the UK, CPA branch, have also ar­
rived for the conference.

Lawan, said that the preparatory meetings for the con­
ference have already commenced, noting that the Common­
wealth women parliamentarians and the sub-committee o f 
the executive committee on the review o f the CPA constitu­
tion met today as part o f the preparations for the conference.

contd, on pg 2

T he K aduna S tate 
Government has put 
finishing touches to 

the take off o f Sharia in the 
S tate , G overno r A hm ed 
M oham m ed M akarfi has 
said.

Opening a 5-day work­
shop for Magistrates o f 1-5 
years experience from the 19 
Northern states and Abuja, 
yesterday in Kaduna, Gov-' 
ern o r M akarfi said  the 
Sharia and customary courts 
would take o ff before the 
end of the year.

According to the Gover­
nor, the Area Courts which 
will cease to exit as from the 
date the Sharia courts take 
off would have some of their 
jurisdictions transformed to 
magistrate courts.

He said that a main com­
mittee and sub-committees

have been estab lished  to 
work out modalities for the 
com position  o f  the new 
Sharia and customary courts, 
adding that the new judicial

reforms would give Mu-1 
and Christians in the state 
option to choose a cour 
their own choice in ac 

contd. on pg

Nigerians to consume 1.8m 
cubic feet of gas daily

The domestic demand 
and consumption o f 
gas will hit 1,800 mil­

lion standard cubic feet (scf) 
daily by the end of this de­
cade, P resident O lusegun 
Obasanjo, said yesterday in 
Abuja.

The nation presently con­
f in e s  500 million scf of gas 
per day, out o f  which 225 
million was being utilised for 
power generation.

Speaking at an annual 
conference of Society of Pe- 
t o l e u m Engineers (SPE),

Obasanjo said the derrt 
and consumption rate wou 
increase to 4 .S00 million 
o f gas per day by 2020.

The demand and the c* 
sumption rate, for instaiKc 
the early 90’s was under 11 • 
million scf dady, but the n 
went up to about 200 mil 
after a decadc and 255 rv 
lion in 2001.

At the present crudc 
production o f 2 million bu: 
rels per day, about 3.8 ni 
lion scf o f gas is being

contd. on pn .
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Makarfi contd. from  pg

from Kagarko, Jaba, Kachia, 
Jema’a, Kaura and Kaduna 
north, the governor said the 
state government decided to 
query the council chairmen 
because they had failed to 
heed repeated appeals to 
constitu te  in ternal peace 
committees in their respec­
tive council areas.

“We are taking measures 
after many appeals and re­
minders to the affected local 
government councils to do 
so,” he stated.

The governor used the 
opportunity o f the retreat to 
clear the misconception by 
some councils that the peace 
committee is synonymous 
w ith the already existent 
committee.

“Let me say categorically 
that the peace committee is 
different from the security 
committee in many respects. 
The peace committee can 
identify potential areas o f 
conflicts and inform or ad­
vise relevant authorities, 
while the security committee 
is mainly concerned with the 
maintenance o f law and or- 
der. The two are playing 
complem entary roles,” he 
emphasised.

In apparent reference to 
the retreat and other peace 
initiatives being facilitated 
by some NGOs in the state, 
Governor Ahmed Makarfi 
said that governm ent was 
prepared to offer the neces­
sary support to other NGOs 
to facilitate peace and con­
flict resolution in the state, 
positing that it was more ex­

pedient and rewarding for 
government to support non­
governmental organisations 
to conduct such programmes 
than to do it by itself.

“We believe people lis­
ten to outsiders more, who 
will tell them the impression 
o f the larger society o f what 
they are doing and are ame­
nable to accept their advice 
than  w hen governm en t 
handles such projects. So we 
shall continue to support the 
NGOs,” he noted.

In appreciation o f  the

conduct o f traditional rulers 
in the s ta te , G overno r 
M akarfi p ledged  his 
government’s commitment 
to building a befitting cham­
ber for the state council o f 
chiefs, where they can hold 
their regular meetings and 
other activities.

He explained that the 
government was looking for 
a suitable site to erect the 
ed ifice , add ing  tha t the 
project would be ready be­
fore the end o f ijext year.

Nigerians contd. fro m  pg

duced, out o f which 1.8 bil- make use of its huSe §as re‘

dance with the constitutional 
guarantees for the freedom 
of worship.

To facilitate quick dis­
pensation ofjustice, the gov­
ernor said that his adminis­
tration will employ new and 
old judges to be assigned to 
the office o f the Attorney- 
General o f the state.

“About 50 new judges 
would be recruited soon to 
ensure quick dispensation o f 
justice in the state,” he ex­
plained.

Governor Makarfi added 
that a rapid response unit has 
been established to track 
down criminals at strategic 
locations in the state and pro­
vide security to citizens.

He said  tha t the 
K afanchan  m obile  court 
would soon be completed to 
boost security in the state just 
as legal aid program m es 
have been constituted by his 
adm inistration to provide 
free legal services to low-in-

Sharia contd. from  pg  1
come earners.

While noting the finan­
cial burden placed on the 
sta te  governm en t in  the 
maintenance o f the judicial 
system, Governor Makarfi 
emphasised the need for suf­
ficient funding o f that arm of 
government to enable it dis­
charge its constitutional re­
sponsibility o f  dispensing 
justice.

He assured legal officers 
in the state o f government’s 
support by way o f training 
and infra-structural develop­
ment.

The governor described 
the workshop as a very im­
portant one in view o f the 
court adjudication reforms 
introduced in Kaduna State, 
the importance o f the rule o f 
law under a democratic dis­
pensation and the need to 
prepare the magistrate for 
greater challenges in future.

lion sc f is being utilised, 
while the remaining 2.0 bil­
lion scf is flared away.

The president, who was 
represented by his adviser on 
petroleum and energy, Dr. 
Rilwanu Lukman, noted that 
Nigeria’s oil reserves would 
hit 40 billion barrels mark by 
2010 with a production ca­
pacity o f 4 million barrels 
per day, while gas produc­
tion would increase to 7.1 
billion scf per day.

“Nigeria is determined to

He urged the participants 
to utilise the opportunities 
provided by the workshop to 
share knowledge, exchange 
ideas and use the skill ac­
quired in practical term when 
they returned to their work­
places.

serves estimated at 159 tril­
lion scf with an effective na­
tional energy policy under­
way, designed to enhance 
investment partnership in the 
gas sector,” he said.

He said that government 
is planning to jack-up do­
m estic  gas u tilisa tio n  
through the expansion o f the 
national grid, exploring and 
encouraging additional Do­
mestic Gas Projects and mar­
ket development as well as 
joint venture with multina­
tionals for the establishment 
of independent power plants.

He explained that in or-

Delegates
He said that the issue of 

designation o f membership 
of the CPA has topped the 
agenda o f  the execu tive

der to achieve zero-gas fl 
ing by 2004, governr1 
was formulating a delib, 
policy that would target re­
development o f  the dowr 
stream gas-driven feed ’ 
and gas-powered indus::

Crude oil and gas pn 
duction accounts for abv 
85 per cent o f  the nat 
revenue and over 90 pe 
o f the nation’s foreign - 
ings.

The conference on c 
lenges on the Nigerian pcr 
leum industry was orga" 
by the Society of Petrc 
Engineers (SPE) with 
ticipants drawn from t 
industry.

PDP contd. fro m  pg  1 
for reportedly and smooth conduct o f eco-otic PDP, 

withdrawing its support for 
the vice-president and de­
scribing the move as “divi­
sive, diversionary and unpa­
triotic.”

The party chairman de­
scribed Atiku as “a man of 
integrity and a stabiliser who 
is totally loyal to President 
Obasanjo.” He appealed to 
all party members to give the 
two leaders their maximum 
support.

L onghor also h ailed  
Atiku as “a performer and an 
achiever,” and said that his 
handling o f  the country’s 
economic affairs has resulted 
in “fair economic growth,”

nomic policies such as the 
Global System o f  M obile 
telecommunications.

He stressed that the two 
leaders should be allowed to 
carry on with the PDP’s anti­
corruption crusade, transpar­
ency agenda, rejuvenation of 
NEPA and overall develop­
ment o f the country.

The party leader advised 
those wishing to seek nomi­
nation for either o f the posi­
tions to wait until the seats 
were vacant, “blackmail or 
the pu ll-h im -dow n  sy n ­
drome is not the best option,” 
he added.

contd. fro m  p g  1
m eeting , observ ing  
while the 19-member 
can countries o f  the 
were regarded as one ret 
Canada was being viev t 
the association as a re g 

“This is the provis 
the CPA constitution an. 
is not fair,” he said, a-: 
“we believe the repre- 
tion  should  be base 
population.” Lawan, v. 
also the Chairm an o: 
House o f  Represent.! 
Committee on Inter-P 
mentary Relations, ho-' 
expressed satisfactior 
turn-out for the confer 

“The turn-out is in r 
sive and unprecedentec 
shows the confiden t. 
CPA has for the Nig 
branch,” he said.

The meeting is exp 
to deliberate on the 
AIDS pandemic in A*' 
the general poverty 
region and the ecor 
stagnation in Africa a 
others.

t h e

The Debate Continues
For the past nine months in Lagos, Kano, Enugu and Abuja you have watched and 
read some startling revelations as well as accusations and counter-accusations at the 
Human Rights Violations Investigation Commission (HRVIC), otherwise known as 
Oputa Panel. Some VIPs have been invited and while some honoured the summons 
and attended, others refused to do so and President Obasanjo had advised them to 
attend. In continuation with its debate on national issues, Daily Trust is now giving 
you the opportunity to air your views on the topic:

OPUTA PANEL: RECONCILIATION OR RECRIMINATIONS?
Your invaluable contributions on this topic are awaited. Write today and let others 
know your point of view.

Only in your favourite DAILY TRUST
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Don decries low education standard in the North
The continuing falling 

standard o f education 
in the North has been 

described  as an alarm ing 
danger that could portend 
grave consequences to the 
position o f the North in the 
nation’s scheme o f things 
politically and economically.

This assertion was made 
by Dr. Musa Maitafsiri o f the 
Department o f Psychology, 
Usmanu Danfodio University, 
Sokoto , in an exclusive  
interview with Daily Trust in 
Katsina last week.

He said  tha t the 
educational standard o f the 
North needs to be drastically 
addressed for the benefit of 
future generations.

He urged state governors 
to as a matter o f priority place 
education  firs t in th e ir  
agenda.______

From Hassan A. K arofi,
in Katsina

3 firm s em erge  
winners in national 

stadium bidding

Three companies have 
scaled  through the 
tech n ica l b idd ing  

process o f the new national 
s tad ium  s till under 
construction in Abuja, even 
as the Federal Ministry o f 
Sports and Social 
D evelopm ent schedu led  
August 8, for the financial 
bidding.

The Press Secretary to 
the Minister o f  Sports, Mr. 
Victor Iroele, told the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in 
Abuja last weekend, that the 
financial bidding would be 
conducted among the three 
com panies w hich w ere 
successful in the technical 
b idd ing  p rocess. Iroe le  
explained that the reason 
why the ministry conducted 
the techn ica l b idd ing  
process first, was to enable 
it select the most qualified 
private company to handle 
the commercialization of the 
stadium.

The press secretary said 
that the com pany w hich 
eventually won the bidding 
w ould  have the
responsibility o f marketing, 
managing and maintenance 
o f  the N 38 b illio n  new 
stad ium  s till under
construction in Abuja.

He said that the winner 
o f the contest would also be 
expected to design activities 
that would keep the stadium 
in constant and positive use. 
Said he: “In as much as we 
want to commercialise the 
stad ium  fo r p ro p er
accoun tab ility , it is our 
ultimate desire to select the 
m ost com peten t firm  to 
handle the running o f  the 
new stadium.”

Dr. Maitafsiri argued that 
the fu tu re  o f  the N orth , 
especially  in the nation’s 
political arena, lies upon the 
q u a lity  o f  its educated  
citizens.

He described  the 
seem ing  no n -ch a llan t 
a ttitu d e  o f  various 
governments as capable of 
drifting the North towards 
self-anihilation.

On girl-child education, 
Dr. M aita fs iri en jo ined  
parents to place importance 
on girl education as a step 
needed to propel the North 
into reckoning, especially now 
that women in the North are 
ready  to acqu ire  w estern  
education.

He called on states in the 
North to embrace the UBE 
programme and described it 
as a step in the right direction 
towards raising the country’s 
educational standard.

He called on the Federal 
Government to redesign the 
UBE programme to focus 
on areas where the children 
will be found. Said he: “If 
governm ent bu ild  
classrooms in a village while 
almost all the children have 
migrated to urban centres 
for Islamic education, who 
w ill then  go to those 
school?

“I believe these schools 
would be centred where 
these children are, so that 
they would be able to access 
them  and b e n e fit,” he 
advised.

Rep sheds light on Taraba skirmishes
^    wprp in r»r>oitirvn tr

The m em ber
representing Donga, 
Takum  and U ssa 

Constituency of Taraba State 
in the National Assembly, 
Hon. Abdulazeez Tonku, has 
shed more light on the recent 
skirmishes in some parts of 
Donga and W ukari Local 
Government Areas o f Taraba 
State.

The member explained 
that the conflic t was not 
between the Jukuns and the 
Tiv, but between the Tiv and 
Fulani herdsmen.

In a exclusive interview 
with Daily Trust in Abuja 
yesterday, Hon. Abdulazeez 
Tonku, said contrary to a 
newspaper publication (not 
D aily  Trust), and a letter 
p u rp o rted ly  w ritten  to 
P resid en t O lusegun 
O basan jo  by one D avid 
Mtuem, the Jukuns had no 
hand in the conflict. Hon. 
Tonku, who is the Chairman, 
House o f R epresentatives 
Sub-committee on the FCT, 
said his reaction arose out 
o f  the conviction that the 
publication and the letter 
were not only misleading, but 
also  ten d ed  to  p ro jec t a

Gov Jolly  Ayam e

| By A u stin e  O do |

negative image o f the Jukun 
race.

According to him, there 
has been no co n flic t or 
tension between the Jukuns 
and any other tribe in Donga 
and Wukari in recent times, 
except for the one that took 
place in 1992. He recalled that 
even w hen seven  Fu lan i 
herdsm en  w ere k illed  in 
T sokundi, and la ter, the 
reprisal destruction o f  Tiv 
farm settlem ents in Ikenu, 
T sokundi, G uruza, Tor- 
D am ba, T yo-N enge and 
Afogba, the Jukuns had no 
hand in it.

“The police  in Taraba 
State are aware, when the 
herdsmen were killed, they 
were deposited at the police 
station before burial, it was 
the g overno r and p o lice  
commissioner that prevented 
a retaliation, but the Fulanis 
still came back to destroy the 
farm settlem ents a month 
later,” he said. Hon. Tonku 
maintained that despite the 
fact that the Jukuns were 
w arrio rs  and one o f  the 
strongest kingdoms in the old 
Northern Nigeria, they today 
live peacefu lly  w ith their 
neighbours.

“The last time the Jukuns 
were involved in any crisis 
with the Tiv wasin 1992. Since 
then, we have been living with 
the Hausas, the Fulanis and 
the K anuris w ith o u t any 
crisis,” he said.

He, th e re fo re , urged  
P resid en t O lusegun 
Obasanjo to disregard Mr. 
David Mtuem’s letter, which 
he said, could mislead the 
government if  care was not 
taken, adding that the state 
governm ent and security  
agencies and not Mr. Mtuem,

were in the best position to 
give security reports.

“ It is not the Jukun 
people that were involved 
in recent crises with the Tiv 
in Plateau and Nasarawa 
States, and Zakibiam  in 
Benue State. It is a pity that 
Mr. David wants to thrive 
on false information to be 
no ticed , he has gone 
wrong,” he stressed.

Hon. Tonku concluded 
that the Jukuns would be the 
last to allow any conflict to 
e rup t in any p art o f  
S outhern  Taraba S tate 
because, according to him, 
it would disrupt the various 
projects being embarked 
upon by the  p resen t 
administration, and “we still 
count on it to transform the 
state,” he added.

F G  p la n s fu ll-f led g ed  p o st­
g ra d u a te  v a rs ity  -  Borisade
Determined to give a 

leverage  to
academ ics and 

researchers and to create a 
conducive  learn ing  
environment for them,- the 
Federal Governm ent is to 
establish a full-fledged post­
graduate university in the 
country.

A lready, som e m u lti­
n a tio n a l c o n c e rn s  are 
c o lla b o ra tin g  w ith  the 
government on the project,

Education  M inister, Prof. 
B a b a lo la  B o risad e  has 
disclosed.

Borisade, who made the 
disclosure last Saturday at 
his Usi Ekiti, countryhome, 
told newsmen shortly after 
p re s id in g  o v e r a fu n d ­
ra is in g  e v en t fo r the 
developm ent o f  the town, 
that some experts had been 
co m m iss io n e d  by
government to put together 
documents for the setting up 
o f the university.

TAC gulps $22.5m  since 1987
TIhe Federal Government 

has so far spent $22.5 
million on the execution 

o f  the Technical A id Corps 
(TAC) programme, according to 
statistics made available to the 
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) 
in Abuja yesterday.

A statistics showed that 
the amount was spent on 1,295 
v o lu n teers , w ho have 
participated in the programme 
since its inception in 1987.

A breakdown showed that 
the largest sum o f $4.79 million 
was spent on 278 volunteers 
during the 1994-1996 service 
period , w hen 18 coun tries 
benefited from the programme.

The second largest sum of 
$4,036 million was spent on 199 
volunteers during the 1992/93 
and 1995 service period.

The G am bia, w ith  96 
volunteers in the 1997-1999 
service period when the largest 
sum of $ 1.646 million was spent 
on a single recipient country, 
has been the largest beneficiary 
o f the programme.

The statistics also showed 
tha t w hile  the num ber o f  
rec ip ien t coun tries  had 
dropped from 20 in 1995 to 15 
last year, the req u ests  for 
volunteers had increased from 
102 in 1987 w hen the 
programme took-off to 233 last 
year.

In the current bate! 
volunteers, who are due -

A lhaji Su le Lamido  

hom e in D ecem ber, 
G am b ia  has the  la r .  
num ber o f  76 voluntec- 
fo llo w e d  by E q u a to r ■ 
G u in ea , w h ile  S h e l' 
A frique (Kenya) has oi 
The statistics showed :
28 African, Caribbean a 
P ac ific  reg io n  co u n tr - 
have so far benefited fr ■ 
the programme.

W h ile  the  F edera  
G o v e rn m en t pay s t r t 
v o lu n te e rs  ta x -f re i  
a llo w an ces  in n a ira  a 
d o lla rs  p e r  m o n th , : 
recipient countries pro 
them with accommodate - 
m e d ica l se rv ic e s  j 
transportation.

USMANU DANFODIO UNIVERSITY TEACHING 
HOSIPITAL, SOKOTO 

INTERNALAND EXTERNALADVERTISEMENT
Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for the Post o f  C hief Internal Auditor. 

SALARY SCALE: HATISS 13 (N 301,452.00 -  N 419 ,916.00)

QUALIFICATION/EXPERIENCE: Candidates must posses a good honours degree in Accountancy 
Econom ics, or Business Adm inistration from a recognised institution, or m em bership o f  one or more < 
the following professional bodies ICAN, ANAN, ACCA, ACM A or iquivalent.
Candidates m ust also have a m inim um  o f  ten(10) years cognate experience preferably in a Univer 
Teaching H ospital or a tertiary institution or any A ccounting or F inancing firm . They should also b 
conversant w ith Governm ent Financial Regulations.

METHOD OF APPLICATION: Candidates are required to submit fourteen(14) copies o f  their appl 
tions and curriculum  vitae giving the following information in the order listed below:

i.Full Name
ii.D ate o f  Birth
iii.Place o f  Birth
iv .N ationality
v.Perm anent Home A ddress
vi.Current Postal Address - .
vii.M arital status
viii.Number o f  Children with names and ages
ix.Institutions A ttended with dates
x.Academic and Professional qualifications w ith dates
xi.W orking experience with dates
xii.P resent em ployer, em ploym ent, status and salary
xiii.Extra curricular activities
xiv.N am es and address o f  th ree(3) referees (one o f  
relevant field).

whom  m ust be p rofessional o r authority  in

Referees should write direct to the C hief Medical Director. Only applications o f  short listed candidates v 
be acknowledged.

CLOSING DATE
All application must be forwarded to reach:
T he C h ief M edical D irector,
U sm anu D an fod io  U n iversity  T each ing H o sp ita l,
P.M .B. 2370, Sokoto.

Not later than two (2) w eeks from the date o f  this advertisem ent.

S ig n e d
ALHAJI AM INU BELLO SOKOTO  

D irector o f  A d m in istra tion  
F or:C h ief M edica l D irector.
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PDP stalwart advises LG agitators
ew local government 
ag ita to rs in Kano 
State have been 

advised to advocate for the 
creation o f more states from 
the p resen t K ano State 
instead o f asking for creation 
o f  new local governm ent 
areas.

A PDP sta lw art and 
member, Board of Directors of 
the state Rural Urban Water 
Supply  and S an ita tion  
(RUWASA), Alhaji lliyasu 
M oham m ed GaVnoji, who 
gave the suggestion in an 
interview, said the creation of 
a new state out o f the present 
Kano State was long overdue.

K ano has one o f  the 
largest landm ass and 
harbours the highest number 
o f local government areas, 
which makes it more suitable

| From M usa I m ar K azaure, |
in Kano

for creation of new states out 
o f its present structure,” he 
stated.

A lhaji ■ lliy a su  was 
reacting to requests for new 
local governments presented

before the state House o f  
Assembly.

The requests include that 
o f  Kode from the present 
Dawakin Kudu; Gogel from 
W araw a, B abaw a from  
Gezawa, Gwarmai from Kiru/ 
Bebeji, Gobirawa from Dala 
and G oron-D utse  from  
Municipal.________________

orkers o f  the 
N sukka Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  

Area have appealed to the 
F ederal G overnm ent to 
rescue them from “untold 
hardsh ip  and u n tim ely  
deaths,” saying “we are 
being  ow ed 20 m onths 
salary arrears.” In a peaceful 
dem onstration to express 
th e ir  g riev an ces, about

N su k k a  L G  w o rk er s  p ro test  
z e r o  a llo c a t io n  to  c o u n c ils
1,000 workers carrying placards 
chanted protest songs to send 
their m essage across to the 
public.

In their seven-point demand 
to the federal government, the 
workers led by the NULGE 
Chairman, Mr. Mamah John,

C h ie f Barnabas Gemade

Court orders destruction of beer, gin in Funtua
A .............................

Funtua C h ie f 
M agistrate C ourt,

. presided overby Mr. 
A kkas A bdullah i, at the 
w eekend ordered the 
destruction of 35 cartons of 
assorted beer confisticated by 
law enforcement agencies for 
contravening the Islamic legal 
code.

Similarly, the court ordered 
that about 150 litres of illicit 
gin, popu larly  know n as

Ogogoro, seized from one 
P atric ia  A m usu, be 
destroyed  fo r the sam e 
offence. A bdullah i, in 
handing out the verdicts on 
the two accused persons. 
Gbenga Anonuwe, owner of 
the 35 cartons of beer and 
Amusu, said that, being 
found with quantities o f 
alcohol or engaging in selling 
it was an illegal act under the 
Sharia law. He, therefore,

Emir of Zazzau named 
UNN new chancellor

T he Emir of Zazzau in 
Kaduna State, Alhaji 
Shehu Idris, has been 

appointed the new chancellor 
of the University o f Nigeria 
(UNN), Nsukka, reports the 
News Agency of Nigeria.

A letter o f appointment 
signed by the M inister o f 
Education, Prof. Babalola 
B orisade, said it was the 
conviction  o f  the federal 
government that, with him in 
such an important position, 
the lost glory of the university 
would be regained.

The appointment, which

is for four years in the first 
instance, was in recognition 
o f  the em ir’s m eritorious 
service to the nation.

M eanw hile, the vice- 
chancellor has directed that 
the e s tab lish m en t o f  
business activities within 
the un iversity ’s buildings 
and grounds should stop, 
adding that the authorities 
w ould  take d isc ip lin a ry  
ac tio n  ag a in st any 
individual or group that fails 
to adhere to the warning.

The authorities, while 
noting with concern the rate

at which business activities 
w ere sp ro u tin g  on both

Prof. Borisade

cam p u ses o f  the 
in s titu tio n , sa id  they 
defaced the aesthetics o f 
the premises.

Anyone seeking space 
for busin ess  should  go 
through the right channel, 
and permission to establish 
business activities must be 
gran ted  by the v ice- 
chancellor after the physical 
planning and environmental 
consequences o f  the 
p roposed  busin ess  had 
been ev a lu a ted , the 
authorities said.

ordered the im m ediate 
destruction  o f the illegal 
substances and sentenced the 
two to a year’s imprisonment or 
pay aN5,000 fine each.

The convicts were arrested 
in an exclusive area of Funtua, 
largely  inhabited  by non­
indigenes by a team o f Da’awa 
group on patrol in the area. The 
destruction was supervised by 
a team of state security service 
officials, the police and the 
Da’awa committee led by Chief 
Imam. Aminu Liman.

requested  that 
deductions from te 
salaries should be si 
w hile local gove 
councils should be gi 
percen t share  ot 
federation account.

T he dem onsr 
workers enjoined the 1 
G overnm ent to  g n  
Nsukka Local G over 
C ouncil a g ran t o f  v 
million to enable it t 
salary arrears and alkv

The NULGE ch . 
noted in his address th 
local governm eni 
experienced zero allot., 
for 10 months, startin. 
Septem ber 2000, “th . 
leav ing  w orkers wit 
m o n th s’ unpaid  sa! 
between 1996 and 19'1 • 
four months in 2001." I 
grants for 2000,2001 an 
of 1996 yet to be unpai 
said.

Nigerian customs loses 
public relations officer

T he A ssistant Public 
R e la tio n s  O ff ic e r  
(PRO) of the Nigeria 

Customs Service, Idiroko in 
O gun S ta te , Mr. M ike 
Ajumole, 35, is dead.

A s ta te m e n t by the 
Idiroko Customs PRO, Mr. 
O laiya Bam idele, said that 
Ajumole, who held a degree 
in French language and has 
been ill for sometime, died on 
Ju ly  30 in a h o sp ita l in 
A b eo k u ta  w here  he w as 
receiving treatment.

A cco rd in g  to the

statement, Ajumole •• 
be m issed  for
con tribu tions in bri d 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  
b e tw een  the  .N ig en  
Customs officials at Idi 
and th o se  o f
neigbouring Francopl 
countries.

A rrangem en ts for 
burial in his home tov< 
Imo State at the weeker 
on. M eanw hile, his b 
has been deposited a 
l la ro  G en era l H o sp  
m o rtu a ry , the s ta te r 
added.
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President Clinton’s 
move to Harlem

L ast week, former president of the United 
States, Mr. Bill Clinton moved into his li­
brary offices in Harlem, New York, a pre­

dominantly African-American community. Demo­
crat Clinton and his staff will settle down in a pent­
house suite on the 14th floor of the Adam Clayton 
Powell Building, from where the former president 
will co-ordinate the activities of his law firm.

Clinton whose wife Hillary is NY Senator, re­
ceived a rousing welcome to his new office, and 
the entire event took on the quality of a carnival 
with balloons and wild costumes adorning the en­
tire area. There was a large crowd to cheer the 
former president who said he felt at home among 
them and recalled that their votes brought him to 
office twice.

This event is significant in many ways. First, it 
is symbolic that a ‘white’ former U.S. president 
humbled himself to open offices in Harlem. This 
event is bound to narrow the social and cultural 
divide in the U.S. while having significance for 
parts of the world where numerous ‘white’ and 
‘African’ communities coexist.

Some groups such as the Black Panthers are 
however apprehensive of their new neighbour. 
They believe such a high profile resident would 
jerk up property rates in Harlem, opening it up 
for grabs by rich and presumably ‘white’ owners. 
This they are convinced would lead to the exodus 
of black residents to the slums.

Perhaps this is the first time a former Ameri­
can president has voluntarily set up shop in a pre­
dominantly African-American community. It is 
therefore a very handsome precedent. The event 
is a lesson in humility and the transient nature of 
leadership. Former leaders should be conscious 
of the fact that they are still watched by the soci­
ety, and looked up to with reverence if they live 
an exemplary life after office. President Clinton 
seems to be conscious of the continuing role soci­
ety expects of him.

Former presidents and leaders on the African 
continent, when the relinquish office at all, have 
behaved in less than honourable ways. Many of 
them speak with reckless abandon, and are fond 
of making unguarded statements on matters of 
great national significance. Many prefer a high- 
profile and live in expensive and posh 
neighbourhoods. For many of them, the further 
they are from their people, and the peculiar cir­
cumstances of their lives, the better.

Many are obsessed with power and an atten­
dant ego-consciousness while in power and tend 
to behave as if they are an alternate leadership or 
in the extreme, scheme their return to power.

It is only the example of late President Julius 
Nyerere of Tanzania which stands as a glowing 
example of how a former leader should conduct 
himself. Here was the personification of humility. 
He was close to the people, and shared in the tri­
umphs and tribulations of their daily lift . As Presi­
dent of Tanzania, Julius Nyerere bridged the gap 
between his office and the citizenry. The period 
of his rule can easily be regarded as one of the 
best and most progressive epochs in the history of 
T anzania.

Daily Trust salutes the action of President
t a i j g j  d m .
[this golden example from Harlem.

OBJ, IBB and 2003
By Aminu Iyawa

Q
Shagm-L

uite contrary to the widely held view by many, the 
January 15, 1966 coup has had less telling effect on 
the people than the one staged against the Shehu 

Shag?tri-led Second Republic. This is because while the 
former was more or less ethnically and religiously motivated, 
which the rest o f the country refused to accept and for three 
years fought to preserve the unity o f the country, the latter 
was purely staged by a greedy, power-hungry bunch o f mili­
tary elite, supported by a few disgruntled politicians who 
failed to make it at the polls.

It is therefore, not just a mere coincidence that the entire 
group o f officers that masterminded the December 31,1983 
coup plot variously went on to become heads o f state, ser­
vice chiefs, GOCs, governors and ministers, milking the coun­
try dry throughout the 15 years that it lasted.

Had President Olusegun Obasanjo not taken the decision 
to sack all military officers that held political office, includ­
ing aides de camp that many see as an exaggerated phobia, 
the mountain o f criticisms heaped on the government for lack 
o f  impact, half way into its tenure would have been more 
than enough excuse for the boys to have staged a comeback.
Fortunately, the politicians are now wider in settling politi­
cal scores. They would rather do it on the pages o f newspa­
pers or cultivate alliances within the system, than run to the 
big bullies in the barracks.

It is therefore an irony that, despite our knowledge, and 
indeed the overwhelming revelations from the Oputa panel, 
indications are that we may, come 2003, still have to choose 
between two retired generals: incumbent President Olusegun 
Obasanjo, or former military president Ibrahim Babangida.
It is most likely that Ibrahim Babangida may emerge victori­
ous at the polls, notwithstanding the advantages o f incum­
bency held by Chief Obasanjo.

Two things stand out as factors that will contribute to the 
realisation o f the great Maradona’s dream. One, virtually all 
political commentators in the country agree that IBB has the 
best political network that crossed the petty boundaries o f 
ethnic, religious and regional politics that seem to have found 
its way back in recent times. He is also as ever, generous to a 
fault and does not hold grudge on people who stepped on his 
toes. A complete opposite of the character o f the incumbent 
president.

Second and most important, is the fact that those who 
campaign against him tend to attack him for not what he had 
done as Ibrahim Babangida, an individual and a former gen­
eral in the Nigerian army whose constituency wreaked havoc 
on the nation, but as a northerner and a Muslim “who had 
worked for the advancement o f the oligarchs and Jihadists 
north". Never mind the fact that he did more for Christians 
and minorities than even General Yakubu Gowon who ruled 
for nine years. He broke the jinx for having sent non-Muslim 
administrators to govern the core-north states.

Such unfair, unwise blanket comment on the north and 
its people that benefited little from the imperious years o f the 
military has always backfired. The Lagos press that promotes 
such campaign o f calumny had in the past denied Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo and Chief M. K. O. Abiola from realising 
their dream o f leading this country. The blatant and flagrant 
lies, the abuse, the degradation and all kinds o f unimagin­
able obscenities meted on northerners for the fault o f just

I I f  ' i F " '  °M k  alf  f !  h$ ^ n ¥ i P < % | hal f f ltin u fl*
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attitude changes, v  ... , ... ,. ... ... ,, , , ,

Take for instance, what Olutade Makinde, writin 
Saturday Tribune o f August 4,2001, said o f the nortl- 
do you expect from the people o f  a race whose low 
tual ability, compared with that o f the South, preclude 
from fitting mostly into intellectual jobs? It is onl> 
and its windfall that offers them such plump jobs like 
ters, chairmen o f board o f parastatals and other polr 
pointments, as averse to the incapability to fit into - 
sional appointments where academic requirements 
basic conditions for appointment”.

Without reacting to the above “intellectual” asse 
from a “Yoruba intellectual”, I can however guarar t 
that these are the kinds o f testimonials that the IBB ca~ 
looking forward to, to boost their campaign. Any non 
that reads this, is as good as one vote for Babangida 3 
less vote for Obasanjo. And you will be surprised w 
fast and wide, such sentiments cover. They will consitk r 
intellectual commentary as golf-score, where negative 
to positive.

Until some few weeks ago, I was tempted to belie' 
the next president o f this country will be an Ibo man. E 
anymore, thanks to the Ohaneze, the new Ndigbo 
group which, unfortunately adopted the Yoruba style 
paign o f calumny against the north, blaming it for 
country’s woes.

When Chief Obafemi Awolowo failed to reach out 
parts o f the country and could not therefore win the 
and 1983 elections, the north was to blame; when Ol i 
introduced the structural adjustment programme, SA 
the special foreign exchange market, SFEM that both 
to do the magic, the north was to blame; when the nort 
whelmingly voted for Abiola and the military annu 
the north gets the blames; when we again overwhelr 
voted for Chief Obasanjo to become president in 19' 
credit goes to somewhere else. That is the kind of polit 
Ndigbo are now trying to play.

It is absolutely ridiculous for the Ohaneze to rush 
Oputa panel to demand for justice in a war that they 
by the cold-blooded murder o f the best o f the best 
north including Sir Ahmadu Bello, the Sardauna o f S' 
and premier of the Northern Region; Alhaji Sir Abui- 
Tafawa Balewa, prime minister o f  the Federal Rep 
Brigadier Abubakar Maimalari, the highest ranking no 
in the post-colonial military and a host o f others.

I am utterly disappointed by Comrade Chukwumeri ij 
filed the petition on behalf o f Ohaneze Ndigbo, cla 
among other things, of marginalisation when he himse 
a beneficiary of a plump ministerial appointment atom  
The Ibos had also at various times between 1979 and 
served as number two citizens. Alex Ekwueme and C 
Ebitu Ukiwe will attest to that fact.

I have also always believed that, but for the 1983 
Alex Ekwueme could have been president and must 
completed his second term in 1991. A Yoruba president 
have also finished his two terms by 1999, while any < 
minorities could have been at the top by now. A pro1 
that was tragically shattered by a few selfish Nigerians w 
actions we still continue to suffer, while the north has 
unfairly shouldered the brunt.

Unless the people o f the south begin to appreciat 
genuine effort by northerners in forging unity through 
sensus, compromise and respect for one another, we 
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game o f numbers. Until then,^Babangida is it.

L*

icm

tp-

nt
n



Page 6 Daily ̂ ^  Trust Tuesday August 7,2001

SENATE SECRETARIATE

National Association of Nigerian Students (NANS) 
[association Nationale etudiantes Nigerian

' PRESS RELEASE 

NANS POSITION ON THE NATIONAL 
EXAMINATION COUNCIL (NECO)

The National Association o f Nigerian Students (NANS), the only 
representative of all Nigerian Students from Kindergarten to tertiary 
institutions after intensive , careful and sincere discussions on the 
controversy surrounding the National Examination Council (NECO) as 
the National Examination Body and the acceptance of the Senior School 
Certificate Examination (SSCE) by tertiary institutions in Nigeria resolve 
as follows:

- That NECO remains the only National Examination Body in 
Nigerian as obtains in other countries of the world.

- The NAN S recognizing the fact that members countries of the West 
African Examinations Council (WAEC) also have their own 
examination bodies, even Ghana which today is housing the 
secretariat of WAEC, declares that NECO has come to stay and 
any attempt to act otherwise shall be resisted vehemently.

- The quality of NECO SSCE questions and the various approaches 
in marking, processing and releasing of results are not only reliable, 
but in conformity with all known and tested procedures and 
practices and therefore acceptable universally.

- The NANS therefore urgently call on the National Assembly to 
facilitate the immediate passage of the NECO Bill, which should 
be signed into law by the President before the beginning of the 
next academic session.

- The NANS on its part shall embark on all aggressive mobilization 
and enlightenment drive through her members (Union) on the 
acceptability of NECO SSCE results.
Also the NANS shall organize a workshop in the four cardial zones 
A,B ,C and D and some at Abuj a.

- That all hands must be on deck to move the Nigerian educational 
standardship to reach the acceptable universal requirement.

- Finally NANS strongly uphold the decision of the House of 
Representative Committee on education that NECO should 
conduct the May/June SSCE Examination on the ground that:

1. The students should not be over bordered by the rigorous and long 
period of Examination, where they will have to write both WAEC 
and NECO Examination the same period.

2. That the Federal Government should further facilitate the 
establishment of other National Examination bodies to compete 
with the NECO for the May/June SSCE Examination in no distant 
future.

3. That the SSCE Result from NECO and SSCE Result from WAEC 
be combined for purposes of admissions and employment since 
only one common curriculum is in use throughout Nigeria.

Signed:
Comrade Abdullahi Ali Kano 

NANS Senate President.

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF COLLEGE OF 
NIGERIA (ASCON) TOPO-BADAGRY

A

#
TENDER NOTICE

A. Tenders are invited from suitably qualified 
Contractors for the Supply and Installation of 
1000KVA, 415V speed Diesel Generator.
B. Tender documents are obtainable from the 
College in Topo-Badagry and its Liaison Office 
situated on 3rd Floor, Federal Secretariate, Phase I, 
Shehu Shagari Way, Abuja, on payment to the 
College of a non-refundable tender fee of N20,00.00 
in Bankdraft, payable to the Director-General 
ASCON.
C. Completed Tender Forms should be returned in 
sealed and duly marked envelope to:
“The Director General,
Administrative Staff College of Nigeria (ASCON) 
Topo Badagry”
Not later than 12.00 noon, Tuesday 19th September, 
2001.

D. All tender submissions must be accompanied 
with the following:
i) Certificate of Company registration with the 

Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC)
ii) Evidence of registration with the Federal Ministr> 
of Works & Housing
iii) Current Tax Clearance Certificate
iv) Tender Processing fee receipt
v) Evidence o f sim ilar past jobs performed; j 
including equipment and staff profile.
E. Failure to com ply with the above stated 
requirements invalidates the tender submission.
F. Tenders should note that the Administrative Sta t i 
College of Nigeria, Topo Badagry, is not bound to 
accept the lowest or any of the tenders.
G. Tenders will be opened publicly at ASCON t 
Com plex, Topo - Badagry on Tuesday 19t i  
September, 2001 by 2.00 p.m. j

DIRECTOR GENERAL
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Oputa and the human rights sag
By M ustapha Babagana

Plight of Nigerian 
pensioners

|~ By Ib rah im  J a ’e Fulani |

I  w ish  to  exp ress the  p rob lem  o f  
pensioners in Nigeria to the National 
Assembly.

A pensioner is a Nigerian who spent the 
greater part o f  his life serving the nation but 
is presently left at the mercy o f very powerful 
insurance com panies, to pay his meagre 
pension at their own discretion. In other parts 
o f  the world, the case is completely different, 
especially in Western Europe and the United 
State o f  America.

In these western nations, pensioners are 
most respected citizens and held with honour, 
o ften  considered as, and equal to even 
presidents or prime minister, they are given 
preferential treatment in all aspects o f  life; 
free public buses and trains, health services 
and special food coupons in stores, because 
they  a re  o ld e r and w eak. Special 
consideration is given to them in many places. 
In this country, the case is completely the 
opposite, they are the last to be paid their 
monthly pension, if  they are paid at all.

During the Abacha/Abdulsalami military 
administration in this country, government 
issued instructions for the form ation o f  
pension boards o f  trustees for each and every 
government ministry, parastatal, research 
institute and so on. The aim in establishing 
these trustee boards was to make payments 
o f  gratuity and monthly pensions easier for 
retirees. Unfortunately, some very powerful 
insurance companies (some, with even retired 
generals as their chairmen) went round and 
convinced the p resen t governm ent that 
pension paym ents should be channelled 
through insurance companies, and this is now 
causing very serious problems for pensioners 
across the country. Recently some retired 
people talked on the Voice o f  America (VOA) 
(Hausa Service) telling the world that up till 
now the increase in pension rate by 150 
percent, effective from January 1, 1999 and 
30 percent increase effective from January 
1, 2000 are yet to be paid to them. The most 
recent increase in pension rate (142 percent 
effective May 1,2000) is yet to see die light 
o f day in so many places across the country. 
So far the pension boards do not know how 
much the federal government is releasing to 
the insurance companies, when and for what 
period.

Our plight in this respect is we want the 
National Assembly to pass a bill, forcing the 
executive arm o f government to as from now 
on, pay pension funds directly to the pension 
boards o f  trustees across the nadon. This will 
go a long way in alleviating the suffering of 
pensioners. The National Assembly should 
please remember that pensioners constitute a 
very big percentage o f  the electorate and are 
also entitled to whatever is good for other 
citizens o f  Nigeria.

Unless something very positive is done 
by the National Assembly, pensioners in 
Nigeria will tend to believe that the Assembly 
has vested interests in what these insurance 
companies are doing.

Ibrahim  is o f  No. 390, Ja  'e Road, Shika, 
G ina LG, B ox 1996, Zaria.

When the Obasanjo administration 
established the O puta panel to 
investigate human rights abuses 

and make recommendations, a lot o f  people 
in the North knew and believed that it is 
another form o f finding fault in Northerners 
and further painting them as terrible people, 
especially the late General Sani Abacha. Our 
leaders o f  the past, mostly o f  northern origin, 
and particularly m ilitary men, had to be 
checked through intimidation such that they 
may find it difficult to further participate in 
the affairs o f  the nation.

Channels o f  intimidation were created on 
a daily basis by this administration. J o r  those 
Northerners that are at the top, they cannot 
see anything wrong, instead they say people 
make noise because they are sidelined in the 
affairs o f  the nation . Should they look 
properly, they will realise they command very 
little respect in the eyes o f  the majority o f 
Nigerians in the northern part. This is as a 
result o f  the fact that they abandoned the 
pursuit o f  the interest o f  the people that 
elected them. They used all the money they 
had to get into the offices they occupy today. 
In essence, they bought all the votes. That is 
why they command little or no respect, as 
everybody knows the secret o f  their success. 
Surrounded by hypocrites who tell them only 
what they want to hear, they do not even know 
the interest o f  their village men talk less o f 
Nigerians, except for a few who are largely 
members o f  the House o f Representatives.

Anyway, back to basics. The Oputa panel 
which tried so hard to depict Abacha and Al- 
M ustapha as the  v illa in s  is g radua lly  
succumbing to the power o f  truth. It is almost 
impossible now to shut Oputa up or else it 
would have been done, just like Victor Malu 
was shut up and removed from office for 
appearing in the panel and telling the truth.

To disgrace the Northerners, the Southern 
press did all it could to wage war against the 
North by ensuring it covers up any truth that 
may depict the N ortherner as good and

humane. The question is, for how long can 
they keep covering up and preventing the 
truth from coming out? Ask yourself why do 
they cover up the truth? The answer is simple, 
they have always lied and if  the truth is let 
loose,-their blocks o f  lies will be exposed not 
only nationally but they will lack credibility 
even internationally.

Unfortunately for those involved, only the 
truth keeps coming out, and it does not favour 
them. We in the North stand by the truth and 
no amount tale telling will voice the North 
down. In the first place, the image o f Al- 
M ustapha and his boss was m eant to be 
dented and by the time he talked they could 
not shut him  out. The w hole w orld has 
listened and heard the truth. Remember some 
papers tried so hard to shut him up and in 
fact make people believe that he is deceitful. 
Today even the hall o f  the Oputa panel is 
obnoxiously empty if  Al-Mustapha is not in 
attendance. The number o f people crying out 
for his release have increased. He is now a 
celebrity  i f  I may borrow  the w ords o f  
H onourable Justice  C hukw udifu O puta 
himself.

To depict a clearer image therefore, we 
all ask who are the people that end up being 
ashamed o f their actions. First of all, Dr. Tunji 
Braithwaite was publicly disgraced despite 
his almighty law PhD., by a person who has 
only gone through the walls o f  m ilitary 
academ y w here law yers are no t even 
produced. Behold this is the power o f truth. 
Al-Mustapha stood by the truth and it stood 
by him.

Alright, the hypocrites said, “he only got 
lucky” and they brought in his boss more 
experienced, m ore positioned and well 
respected within and outside Nigeria. He too 
got floored. Here again General Oladipo Diya 
sham elessly  w alked  out o f  the  panel 
disgraced. After tottering that God forbid him 
to beg for mercy from Abacha. We all saw

him on television.
Still these people felt they broug 

wrong person, they took their time di 
home work and brought a cunning 
h igh ly  p laced , one tim e g u b e rr . 
candidate of Lagos State and a civil  ̂
o rd in a rily  w ould  have invoked 
sentiments. The chief got booted o u  
reverend father made a rem ark t 
cannot have an open toilet and do a v , 
flies at least not in Africa. No wonder 
A bacha asked that C h ief Yom i T 
should never be allowed anywhere r . 
Rock. They refuse to acknow led . 
Abacha has a human face. Why? T 
want to keep on fighting to cover 
lies and legacy.

By now the Oputa panel has becoi 
focused and knows what story to a 
listen attentively to. Just because a pa 1 
country has no respect for the North, i 
not want to admit that our leaders we-. 
options for Nigeria and can even do 
History has revealed this as a fact to J »

But let me say that if  we as an e~ 
not respect our leaders, no one will . 
is a setback for us around the w< 
Madame Tasauds in London our 
dummies were removed partly bee 
refuse to reckon their roles in our com 
any case Alhamdulillah for it is forb . 
Islam to have human dummies or p 
such immortalisation.

For now, I will advise that those th 
to keep up this fight against the Nort: 
use this medium o f Oputa panel to m. 
truth and be part o f  the team. As 
Southern press their destructive tei i 
will get back at them, as they w : 
succeed in destroying their once res: 
images. The Oputa panel cannot be i 
fight the North at least not any more 
neutral truth seeking ground.

M ustapha is with International 
Bank pic, MaidugurL

Y O U R  L E T T E R S
Re: Alternatives to Obasanjo
I read with disappointment the 

above titled  artic le  w hich 
appeared in the Daily Trust 
(23/7/2001). I have no objection 

to the writer’s opinion that there 
are many credible alternatives to 
Obasanjo among Nigerians.

sentiments by the author in the 
course o f  his article. I ’m very 
much ashamed that this came 
from  som eone like Abubakar 
Jika who is a well educated and, 
I assume, intelligent Nigerian. I 
think when an individual has 
ach iev ed  a h igh  level o f  
education and even holds the

exalted position o f a lecturer in 
one o f our universities, he should 
be able to  rise  above the 
expression o f  such extrem ely 
petty sentiments. I believe tribal 
an im osity  th riv es  in N igeria  
because peop le  we regard  as 
intelligent and knowledgeable 
con tinue  to  pedd le  such 
sentiments openly during public 
discourse.

In his article, Abubakar Jika 
was criticising the presidential 
lia ison  o fficer to  the Senate, 
Alhaji Kashim Ibrahim Imam for 
saying publicly that there is no 
alternative to President Obasanjo. 
He also objected to the fact that 
Alhaji Kashim wore a Yoruba cap 
when he made those statements.

Mr. Jika wrote that Kashim 
Imam “wore a Yoruba cap which 
is now the symbol o f the final 
political marginalisation o f  the 
Hausa-Fulani”. He also objected 
to the fact that the Vice-President, 
Atiku Abubakar wore a similar 
Yoruba cap when he addressed a 
recent PDP rally in Damaturu.

He wrote o f  Atiku, that “he 
should have wom a Hausa-Fulani 
cap and not a Yoruba cap. It was 
our show and to flaunt a Yoruba 
cap is to remind us that we are 
playing second fiddle for now”. 
The event was shown on TV and 
Jika wrote that “many o f  those 
who watched the event with me, 
m y Fulani com patrio ts, w ere 
aghast”.

I honestly cannot believe that

these were written by som> te­
as educated  as Jika  is ' s 
certainly not enough to 
higher academic qualificat 'ond 
like Jika has done in his .in;, 'e 
without speaking or writing • e 
someone who has them

I’m o f the same ethr.u - k. 
and from the same state as ka 
but I certainly don’t shai\ is 
petty ethnic sentiments. 1 bel e \e  
that Nigerians, especially young 
people, should move awa> t-or«i 
such ways if  this countn i> 
make any headway.
Dr. M uham m ad Raji Bello 
U n ivers ity  o f  M a id u g u r i 
Teaching Hospital,
M aiduguri, Borno State.

Jigawa State’s net ds|

Good leaders arc -.a 
diam onds, hard ton

shape, hard to find .• id 
hard to polish. Every one dreams 
o f being the best, o f being i a rx ed 
num ber one and o f  - g
recognised as top in his field 
it takes a special kind o f  indi v t dual 
to turn that dream into rea r\

The society never for _ r
forgives bad services but ilv a\-s 
remembers and praises high iasJ 
services.

What Jigawa State is year^ igj 
for is not new. The State rcc js
good roads, sound educa: :onJ 
good in frastructu res. d
hospitals equipped with d r , *
affordable  prices, 
electricity, industries and a host al 
others.

Y. A. Hassan Kila 
vahkilafavahoo.co-iK

What I find so distasteful is 
the expression o f  petty  tribal

Mind your errors!
It is very unfortunate that I have to publicly bring to your notice my 

displeasure and that o f  many other people on two o f your conducts 
at least professionally. One is the recurring error and the other your 
slow drift to sensationalism.
I and many o f my compatriots here in Port Harcourt who are making 

Daily Trust our daily menu are tired o f depending almost everyday for 
one avoidable error or the other in your publication before those who 
are envious o f  your towering profile in the media industry.

The most recent glaring error of yours that I found no tangible 
point to prove your sceptics wrong was in your Tuesday 24th July, 2001 
issue where you pose the picture o f  Nepal’s new prime minister as that 
o f  ousted Indonesian president Abdul-Rahman Wahid.

By this letter I join many o f your esteem readers like Mallam Sani 
Yassanta from Funtua who have at one time or the other drawn your 
attention to this ugly menace and the need for positive improvement.

Secondly, the Arewa Consultative forum (ACF) director o f publicity 
Mallam Aliyu Hayatu proved my suspicion o f mischief right, when I 
saw his rejoinder on behalf o f the ACF carried in the 25th July issue of 
Daily Trust refuting your lead story o f Monday July 9th 2001 as 
sensational and a clear act o f mischief against its respected members.

L, personally hold the belief that the Obasanjo Tazarce issue would 
be the last thing to be incorporated into the ACF’s official meeting 
agenda at least for now. I therefore could not comprehend your motive 
for publishing that news item, worse still as a lead stoiy.
Mohammed Nasiru Chamo,
No 49, Bende Street,
Port Harcourt,
Rivers State.
E-mail: ChamonianKaftausavoices.com________________________
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Fighting escalates 
in Middle East

F our people have died and 
at least 15 others were 
injured Sunday in a string 

of violent incidents between 
Israelis and Palestinians.

A Palestinian man was shot 
dead by the Israeli army in 
Ramin, near Tulkarem, on the 
West Bank, the Palestine Red 
Crescent said Sunday. The 
Palestinian organisation 
identified the man as Mahdi 
Muhammed Mazyyad, 25. The 
Israeli army said it is checking 
the report.

Israeli radio said he was one 
of two Palestinians who were 
shot at while they were trying 
to plant a bomb. The other 
Palestinian escaped, the report 
said.

There was no immediate 
comment from the Israeli army.

At the same tim e, one 
women was killed and three 
other people were wounded — 
tw o of them seriously —  when 
their car was fired at in the West 
Bank, the Israeli Army said.

The Israeli army described 
it as a drive-by shooting, and 
said the shots came from a car 
bearing Palestinian plates near 
the village of Zaoun east of 
Qalqilya near Alfei Menashe.

Earlier Sunday, an Israeli 
missile strike killed an activist 
member of the militant wing of 
the Muslim group Hamas in the 
West Bank, Palestinian security 
sources said.

The Palestinian sources 
identified the Hamas member as 
Amer Mansur Alhuzeri and said 
he was in a car when it was hit

Z im babw e declares US 
restriction bill racist

T he Z im babw ean  
I n f o r m a t i o n  
M in is te r has 

described as racist a United 
States Senate bill that could 
usher in visa restrictions for 
people  re sp o n sib le  for 
violence in Zimbabwe.

In an interview with the 
pro-governm ent M ail on 
Sunday new spaper, the 
m in is te r, M r Jonathan  
Moyo, said the bill targeted 
African people who, in his 
words, w anted to restore 
their fundamental rights.

Mr Moyo added that the 
U nited  S tates should  
promote democracy at home 
instead  o f  m edd ling  in 
Zimbabwe affairs.

The bill, known as the 
Zimbabwe Democracy and 
Recovery Act, was passed 
on Wednesday.

It req u ires  the US 
administration to liaise with 
o th e r co u n trie s  abou t 
applying visa sanctions to 
people involved in violence 
d u ring  the  p ro cess  o f  
b ring ing  land  refo rm  to  
Zimbabwe.

The country has been the 
scene o f  violence connected 
w ith  the g o v ern m en t’s 
controversial policy o f  land 
re-distribution from white- 
ow ned  farm s to  b lack

by a missile from an Israeli 
helicopter in Tulkarem.

The Palestine Red Crescent 
Society said three Palestinian 
bystanders were wounded by 
shrapnel.

Israeli radio said three 
m issiles hit the car, which 
contained explosives.

The Israel Defense Forces 
said A lhuzeri had been 
preparing for suicide bombings 
planned for the coming days in 
Israel. They said he had 
“executed many shooting 
attacks” and set explosives in 
recent months in the northern 
West Bank.

They described the victim 
as a 26-year-old Islamic student 
from Tulkarem who had been 
arrested by Israel in 1995 and 
1998, when he adm itted to 
taking part in Hamas military 
activities.

The IDF said the man 
recruited and trained suicide 
bombers in his role as assistant 
to Fawaz Badran, a senior leader 
in the Tulkarem command area.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon told Israeli television the 
man “was about to bring suicide 
bombers to attack in the heart 
of the country.”

Sharon described the 
assassinations as defensive 
tactics. He told Fox News 
Sunday he had sent Palestinian 
A uthority President Yasser 
Arafat the names of about 100 
people who Israeli forces 
believe were planning acts of 
violence against Israelis.

“I asked him to arrest them; 
no steps were taken by him,” 
Sharon said. “I made it very 
clear we have to defend our 
citizens, we have to defend our 
lives. Therefore, we had to take 
counterterrorist steps.”

Shortly after the helicopter 
attack, the Israeli defense 
ministry faxed to members of 
the news media the names of 
seven wanted “Palestinian 
terrorists,” the first time it had 
published such a list.

Palestinians examine the remains o f  the car in which Hamas activist Am er Mansour Habir 
23, was travelling when it was h it with missiles fired  fro m  an Israeli helicopteer, in the 
northern West bank town o f  Tulkarem, Sunday, August 5, 2001

Iran: Emergency council meets to resolve presidential stalemate
A ’fresh attempt is being 

made in Iran to 
-resolve a constitutional 

dispute that has caused the

A n Israeli soldier who was injured when a Palestinian openedfire at a group o f  soldiers in 
a drive-by shooting near the D efense M inistry in Tel Aviv is carried to an ambulance, 
A ugust 5, 2001. I t  was the fir s t such shooting at soldiers inside Israel in a 10-month-old 
Palestinian uprising and was the latest escalation in a week o f  spiraling bloodshed.

Israel publishes list of most wanted 
Palestinians
I srael has taken the unusual 

step o f  publishing the 
names of seven Palestinians 

it accuses o f carrying out or 
planning attacks against Israeli 
civilians.

Israeli analysts say that if 
the men are not arrested by the 
Palestinian authority they could 
become targets for the Israeli 
army in its attem pt to foil 
attacks.'

Some hours earlier, a 
Palestinian gunman sprayed 
soldiers with automatic fire near 
the Israel Defence Ministry in 
the centre of Tel Aviv.

The Israeli Defence 
Ministry said the seven men on 
the list o f “main terrorists”, 
from several Palestinian 
factions, “continue to carry out 
attacks” despite Israel’s appeals 
to the Palestinian Authority to 
arrest them.

A commentator for Israel 
Radio said: “If the Palestinian 
authority does not round them 
up, it’s clear what their fate will 
be - although it doesn’t say so 
in the statement.”

Palestinian officials say 
Israel has killed more than 60 
Palestinian activists in targeted 
attacks since the start o f the 
intifada, or uprising, more than 
10 months ago.

Prim e M inister Ariel 
Sharon defended the policy - 
which has drawn international 
criticism even from Israel’s ally, ■ 
the US - as a “defensive 
counter-terrorism measure”.

He told American Fox TV 
that Israel had sent the 
Palestinians a list o f “about 100 
terrorists” it wants arrested. 
“What (Arafat) has to do is just 
to stop them,” he said.

After the Tulkarm attack on 
Sunday, Mr Sharon said: “A 
few minutes ago, an attack was 
launched against a terrorist who 
was about to send Palestinian 
kamikazes in an attack at the 
heart o f Israel.”

The dead militant, 23-year- 
old Amer Hudeiri, was hit by 
two missiles fired at his car from 
an Israeli helicopter.

The gunman in Tel Aviv 
injured at least 10 people, 
including eight soldiers, before 
the car in w hich he was 
travelling crashed into a lamp­

post.
The attack - unprecedented 

in the history o f  Israeli- 
Palestinian violence - took place 
in the middle of the day, on one 
of Tel Aviv’s busiest streets, as 
soldiers were leaving the 
Defence Ministry for lunch.

BBC correspondent Paul 
W ood says the Tel Aviv 
gunman left his car to fire at his 
victims with an M-16 automatic 
rifle.

postponement o f the swearing- 
in o f President Mohammad 
Khatami for a second term in 
office.

The Expediency Council, 
the most senior body charged 
with resolving consitutional 
issues, held an em ergency 
meeting yesterday to try to 
resolve the dispute between the 
reform ist parliam ent and 
conservative led judiciary.

The Expediency Council 
meeting was called by Iran’s 
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei.

Reform ists see the 
intervention by A yatollah 
Khamenei as a move 
orchestrated  by the 
conservatives to undermine 
President Khatami,
correspondents say.

It was the A yato llah ’s 
second intervention in less than 
24 hours.

It came after the head of 
judiciary on Sunday rejected a 
compromise put forward by the 
parliamentary speaker, Mehdi 
Karrubi.

On Saturday Ayatollah Ali 
Kham enei asked for the 
postponement of the swearing* 
in cerem ony o f  President 
Khatami, scheduled for Sunday.

He has now alarmed the 
reformists by asking one of their 
arch-enemies, former President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, as 
chairman of the Expediency 
Council, to find a solution for 
this constitutional crisis.

The Council, whose

m em bers are appointed b \ 
Ayatollah Khamenei, is said ti 
be dominated by conservatives

The crisis developed when 
parliam ent - led by the 
reformists - refused to appro - 
two new candidates put forwar 
by the conservative-dominate 
judiciary for the Council o 
Guardians, a powerful bod • 
which vets all legislation.

Early on Sunday, th . 
speaker o f  the Iranian 
parliament, Mehdi Karru">i 
proposed a com prom ise n 
asking for a joint committee t 
find a solution.

But he was rebuffed by 
head of the judiciary, Ayatol . 
Shahrudi, who to ld  th e  
parliament that the only \*£ 
forward was for parliamen 
approve the candidau 
nominated by the judiciary

The intervention 
Ayatollah Khamenei - in ask • 
Mr Rafsanjani to find a solu'
- may w ork against t h . 
reformists in parliament.

Mr Rafsanjani has beer 
ally o f the conservatives 
trying to control the ref<>r~ 
movement and to divert it a * 
from uncomfortable politic 
dem ands on econom ic ar^  
social issues such 
unemployment and corrupt u

Even if the current cris s 
resolved in favour o f  th. 
conservatives - as seems lk
- the reformists will probar 
continue to challenge the 
power until the cu r-, 
constitutional ambiguities 
clarified.

15 Chinese Doctors docked for alleged smuggling

F ifteen Chinese doctors 
w ho had been
w o rk ing  in W est 

Africa have been charged 
with smuggling ivory after 
police at Brussels airport 
detained them.

C ustom s o ffic ia ls  
intercepted a shipm ent o f  
e lep h an t tu sks in a
consignm ent disguised as 
personal effects.

The 15 docto rs are 
expected to appear in court 
today.

P o lice  stopped  the 
Hn<'tr<r<! thpv landed  at

Brussels airport to change 
flights.

The authorities had been 
w aiting for them  for five 
weeks ever since a cargo 
sh ipm ent bound fo r an 
add ress in C h ina w as 
discovered to contain a 150 
kilogrammes o f ivory.

Prosecutors in Brussels 
say the sm uggled  
consignment was made up of 
more than 70 tusks with a 
market value o f  almost $ 1 m.

The doctors, who had 
been working in Mali - could 
face uo to tw o years in

prison.
An international ban 

trade in ivory was agreed ‘ 
years ago but there’s stii; a 
strong  dem and fo r it 
China, Japan and some Arab 
countries.

The shipment seized - 
the Belgian authorities a 
included animal skins frorr 
endangered species.

Before the trade in ivor 
was declared illegal, at'
2 ,000  A frican  elepha 
were being killed each wex*i> 

The 15 Chinese doc  
have been  charged  * 
sm uggling  and c rin  
association
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President Megawati Sukarnoputri, right, meets with U.S. Ambassador Robert Gelbard at 
the presidential palace in Jakarta, Indonesia yesterday.

Megawati enters palace,at last
I ndonesia’s new leader, 

Megawati Sukarnoputri, 
has finally moved into the 

presidential palace in Jakarta 
yesterday, exactly two weeks 
after being sworn in.

The lack of urgency with 
which she has acted since her 
predecessor, Abdurrahm an 
Wahid, was impeached last 
month is already attracting 
criticism.

Megawati was brought up 
in the palace in Jakarta - her 
father was Indonesia’s founding 
President Sukarno.

But since taking power last 
month, she has been in no hurry 
to return to the place of her 
childhood.

Instead she has waited for a 
new office to be set up in a 
quieter area o f  the palace 
grounds where she is to work 
as the country’s president.

But she will not be living at 
the accommodation provided 
within the palace complex.

It is expected that in the 
evenings, she will return to her 
own home in the capital, unlike 
her predecessor, Mr Wahid.

And it is not just in these 
more superficial ways that 
Megawati is likely to differ 
from the previous president.

Her whole approach to 
leading a nation is expected to 
be radically different.

She is said to be by nature 
elusive, conservative and 
cautious.

Her over-riding priority is 
preserving national integrity, 
for which the m ilitary is 
expected to play a key role in 
crushing separatist movements 
in the provinces of Aceh and 
Irian Jaya.

As president, Mr Wahid 
was said to be outspoken, free 
thinking and instinctively more 
democratic - at least until he was

threatened with impeachment.
Megawati also seems keen 

to ensure that she builds a 
government o f national unity, 
by including most of the main 
political parties in parliament.

But this has led to a long 
delay in the appointment of her 
cabinet, as the parties haggle 
over positions.

Officials say that it will be 
the end o f this week before 
Indonesia finally has a new 
government.

The long delay has already 
raised concerns about her ability 
to lead the country at such a 
critical time.

British, Irish governm ents awa t 
Parties' backing for peace
r t l  he British and Irish 

governments are waiting 
A  to hear whether the main 

political parties in Northern 
Ireland will back their latest 
proposals for breaking the 
deadlock in the peace process.

So far, there have been few 
signs that politicians will meet 
the deadline for responding to 
their document - or that the IRA 
is ready to make a gesture on 
disarmament.

The proposals - published 
on 1 August - cover all four 
outstanding issues in the peace 
process: Policing,
normalisation, the stability of 
the institu tions and 
disarmament.

If the plan were rejected, it 
would plunge the future of the 
Good Friday Agreement into 
uncertainty, and would entail 
either suspending the Northern 
Ireland Assembly or calling 
new elections.

The package has been 
described by both the British 
and Irish governments as "the 
only way forward”.

But Sinn Fein has rejected 
the deadline and the Ulster 
Unionists say they will not 
accept the plan unless the IRA 
gives up its weapons.

It is therefore unlikely that 
all parties will deliver their 
decision on the set date.

The Ulster Unionists were 
due to m eet on evening to

discuss the proposals.
Party leader David Trimble 

said there would only be room 
for m oving forward if  the 
docum ent produced
“decommissioning on the part 
o f  republicans and a clear 
acceptance of the police and 
support for proper policing by 
nationalists”.

A nti-A greem ent MP 
Jeffrey Donaldson said the 
package offered ‘nothing to 
unionists’ and concessions to 
republicans contained in it 
created “enormous difficulties” 
for unionists.

But Northern Ireland 
Secretary Dr John Reid has 
again appealed for the parties to 
accept the proposals to break the 
political stalemate.

Dr Reid said the parties had 
a responsibility to deliver the 
Good Friday Agreement to the 
people of Northern Ireland.

He said: “We have to show 
politics works. It has worked in 
Northern Ireland. It is a much 
better place than it was, but 
there is a long, long way to go 
yet.”

Sinn Fein have s;: 
will need more time 
m aking a decision 
package.

Assembly memb. 
Maskey said the packaj 
“statement of intent” wt’ 
short on detail, con; 
“nothing in terms of h 
and the when these thi n 
actually happen”.

It is unlikely the IR 
make a significant n > 
arms if Sinn Fein re . 
package.

The nationalist SDI 
they had worked thn 
number of difficulties ir r 
to policing with the go\ 
and that the party 
approach the issues 
package as “positivel 
can”.

The current crisi 
process was brought tc 
by the resignation o' 
Trimble as first minis . 
July because the IRA 
begun to disarm.

If the parties have r, 
a resolution by 12 Au- 
British Government will 
either suspend the assc- 
call an election.

Australia's most wanted fugitive dies
u s tra l ia ’s m ost 
notorious fugitive, 
Christopher Skase, 

has died on the Spanish island 
o f  Majorca.

He was suffering  from 
lung and stomach cancer.

S panish  au th o ritie s  
recen tly  suspended
d ep o rta tio n  p roceed ings 
fo llow ing  an independen t 
rev iew  o f  h is m edical 
condition.

Skase fled Australia 10

years ago facing 60 criminal 
charges involving hundreds of 
millions o f  dollars over the 
co llap se  o f  h is  business 
empire and allegations that he 
siphoned  m illions from  
shareholders.

Skase made a new home 
in M ajorca  and c la im ed  
repeatedly he was too ill to be 
deported.

The A u stra lian
Government refused to be put 
o ff by these reports o f  illness

Odd world
Killer Dogs progeny for sale
Hiow much is that doggie in the window? If it’s a descendant 

o f the San Francisco attack dog that went wild and mauled 
a young woman to death in her own apartment building, it 

will cost $1,200 [about N 135,670).
So-called “Dog-O-War” puppies, described as the grandchildren 

of the Canary Island fighting dog which killed San Francisco 
lacrosse coach Diane Whipple in a horrific January attacK, were 
advertised in Sunday’s Los Angeles Times, described as “bad to the 
bone, protective and stable.”

The San Francisco Chronicle, which reported the advertisement 
Friday, said the seven puppies were being sold for $1,200 apiece.

“It’s a shame the dogs got such a bad reputation,” Carolyn 
Murphy told the Chronicle, describing,the puppies as “loving and 
caring.” “It’s a horrible thing that happened."

The puppies’ grandfather, a 120-pound (55 kgi bruiser named 
Banc, broke free from its owner and savaged Whipple in the hallway 
of her own apartment building on Jan. 26. Whipple died shortly 
after the attack, which grabbed national headlines and shocked San 
Francisco’s large population of animal lovers.

Banc was put to death shortly after the attack when animal 
control officers determined he was too dangerous to be kept aliv 

Bane and another-dog, Isis, had a daughter, Roka, who was 
bred with Menace, a dog imported from the Canary Islands, 
producing the litter now for sale, the Chronicle said.

A San Francisco prosecutor handling the criminal case against 
Bane's owners was outraged by the advertisement.

1 find it disturbing that someone would try to profit on a tragic 
death — this is terrible,” Assistant District Attorney Kimberly 
Guilfoyle said. e.

Murphy said the puppies currently for sale are, like Bane, a 
cross between a Canary Island fighting dog and English mastiff— 

potentially ^angerous .mixture of power of and aggression.,, •

I n d ia  a s y lu m  

b la z e  6k i l l  2 5 ’
olice in the southern 
Indian state o f  Tamil 
N adu say at least 25 

patients have died in a fire at 
a mental asylum.

Many o f  those killed had 
cha ined  .p, leav ing  

them  no m eans o f  escape 
w hen flam es engulfed  the 
th a tc h e d  s tru c tu re  ea rly  
yesterday.

The fire happened in a 
privately-run insititution in 
R a m a n a th a p u ra m , som e 
500km  south  o f  the sta te  
capital, M adras (Chennai).

A n o th e r  f iv e  o f  the  
build ing’s 53 residents are 
b e lie v e d  to  h av e  been  
se r io u s ly  in ju re d  in the  
blaze, which has now been 
put out.

Its cause has yet to be 
established.

B B C  correspondent in 
D elh i sa y s  e a r ly  re p o rts  
suggest the home, which was 
run by a religious charity, 
may not have been registered 
by tfre lp c a l^ th o r itis s . t

and promised never to give up 
the fight to bring him home.

C hristopher Skase was 
one o f  A u stra lia ’s highest 
flying corporate raiders who 
turned the country’s business 
w orld upside down in the 
1980s.

He began with a small tin 
m ine and b u ilt a m edia 
empire, including a national 
television network and luxury 
tourist resorts.

He also tried to buy the 
H ollyw ood  film  stud io , 
MGM.

Skase surrounded himself 
with the obligatory trappings 
o f  w ea lth  - a yach t, a 
p assen g e r je t  a irc ra ft, 
mansions, a fleet o f  luxury 
cars, and co llec tio n s  o f  
artwork.

But just before slipping 
away from Australia in 1991 
he told the authorities he was 
bankrupt.

Bolivia’s Banzer hands over 
lower to VP

olivian President Hugo 
Banzer, who is to resign 
to undergo further 

cancer treatment, is back home 
preparing to hand over power 
to his vice-president, Jorge 
Quiroga.

Today, the Congress is 
expected to officially appoint 
Mr Quiroga as his successor 
until the end of the five year 
presidential term in August 
2002 .

On the same day, Mr 
Banzer will be given an official 
farewell by the Bolivian armed 
forces, and tomorrow he is due 
to return to Washington for 
further treatment for lung and 
liver cancer in the US Army’s 
Walter Reed Hospital.

On his return to Bolivia on 
Saturday, President Banzer 
said: “I want the Bolivians to 
remember me simply as the 
sower of realities, not illusions.”

Mr Banzer first came to 
power in 1971 when he headed 
a military regime that ruled for 
seven years.

Human rights groups say 
Mr Banzer was responsible as 
head of state for more than 200 
“disappearances”, some 3,000

political arrests, and t> - 
several thousand polite 
trade union activists in

In 1978 Mr BanzeT 
his own political party t 
tionalist Democratic 
party (ADN). He stooc 
times as the ADN pre' 
candidate, before fin^ 
umphing in 1997.

In July, he left Bo 
the United States for v h 
described as a routiiu 
check, but was disco c 
have lung cancer and m ei 
in the liver.

Last week he deci«k 
resign in favour of 
president Jaime Q uiro^ 
year-old US-educated e i 
who is a member of the 
party.

Mr Quiroga is keer 
continue with Bolivia’ - 
to eradicate the produ. 
coca, which Mr Banz • 
one o f the priorities 
government.

But this and other p 
aimed at p ro r 
privatisation and openii _ 
Bolivian economy have c 
widespread unrest ir 
months, and correspond c 
Mr Quiroga may have a d 
tim e holding to g e t' 
governing coalition.

:■'
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Bolivian President Hugo Banzer (R) is congratulated by Education M inister Tito t h
Vila while Vice President Jorge Quiroga (L) looks on in fo n ta  Cfilt, A iigust
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CBN sells N42b treasury bills
T he Central Bank o f 

N igeria (CBN) last 
w eek so ld  N 42.4  
billion worth of treasury bills 

in furtherance o f its efforts 
to  s tab ilise  the liqu id ity  
sulfation in the country.

The turn o f  events in the 
m oney m arket how ever 
showed that the secondary 
market securities accounted 
for about N30.4 billion of the 
bills sold.

T his perfornf&nce, 
many experts argued, is quite 
impressive as the primary 
market securities has in the 
last one month or more been 
outperforming the secondary 
market which have shorter 
maturity duration of 35 days 
com pared to the prim ary 
m arket’s 91 days maturity 
duration.

In the perio d  under 
review, the primary market 
p roduced  a to tal sum  o f 
about N i l  billion in sales 
despite the fact that the apex 
bank had bills to the tune of 
N21 billion on offer.

The above records 
showed that the performance 
was on the whole better than 
p rev ious w eek ’s
ach ievem en t o f  N 21.3 
billion, although the primary 
market’s N18.9 billion last 
week is better than its present 
position.

However, the paltry sum 
o f  about N 2.3 b illio n  
achieved by the secondary 
m arket in  the  p reced ing  
week is a far cry from the 
N 30.4  b illio n  recorded  
currently.

Given the lower interest 
ra tes o f  about 24 to 26 
percent in bank to bank loans 
as d isp lay ed  by recen t 
releases from the N igeria 
money market association, 
the liqu id ity  s itua tion  is 
becoming reduced.

H ow ever, som e 
Nigerians like the executive 
vice chairm an o f C en tre- 
Point M erchant Bank Pic, 
Chief Dennis Odifie are of 
the opinion that since CBN

From Bright Ewulu, in Lagos

initiated the treasury bills 
instrum ents in 1976, the 
economy o f the nation does 
not seem better for it.

According to Odife, it is 
high time the CBN look into 
directions in order to solve 
our perenn ia l econom ic 
problems.

The tim e y ie ld  o f  
primary and secondary bills 
are 18.8 and 17.7 percent 
respectively. The minimum 
discount rate remains 18.5 
percent. Joseph Sanusi, CBN Governor

says directive to banks 
not against states

The Central Bank o f 
N igeria  (CBN ) 
governor, C h ie f 
Joseph Sanusi has disclosed 

that the recent directive to 
banks to provide at end of 
their accounting year, 50 and 
100 percent respectively for 
perform ing and classified 
cred its  to all tie rs  o f  
government is not to stop 
loans to states.

Sanusi m ade th is 
clarification in a lecture at 
the National Institute for 
Policy and Strategic Studies 
(NIPSS), Kuru, near Jos.

According to him, the 
d irec tiv e  w as only  a 
prudential measure meant to 
forestall distress situation 
from the banking system as 
was the case in the 1990’s.

He said the “measure 
meant to forestall the distress 
situation we experienced in 
the early 1990’s which was 
partly  triggered  by non­
performing high government 
sector indebtedness to the 
banking system.”

He hinted that the CBN 
is not in any way seeking to 
stop loans to other tiers of 
governm ent since it also 
extends limited credit to the 
federal governm ent as its 
banker, saying however that 
the federal government is 
required by law to liquidate 
the credit before the end of 
each fiscal year.

It would be recalled that 
the 36 sta te  governors 
recently met and condemned 
the CBN for trying to stop 
banks from extending loans 
to state governments.

But financial experts 
have consistently  warned 
that the states are taking too 
much loans from the banks 
inspite the fact that federal 
allocation to the states has 
increased  by abou t 113 
percent over the last two 
years.

C h ie f  Sanusi in  his 
lecture also stated CBN ’s 
commitment to improving 
the payments and settlement 
system  in the fin an c ia l 
sector.

To th is  effec t, he 
declared that the Nigerian 
Automated Clearing System 
(NACS) will start operation 
before the year runs out.

Also, he stressed that 
efforts to adopt a “real time 
gross settlement system” for 
settlement and clearing are 
ongoing to ensure that the 
financial sector is viable.

The CBN governor was 
certain that liberalisation and 
reform o f the financial sector 
has proved successful as the 
shift from direct monetary 
control regime to m arket- 
based  system  have 
engendered  increased  
competition and dynamism 
in the sector.

Pension Fund 
NAICOM , SEC may resolve differences soon

T he battle  betw een  
N ational Insurance 
C o m m i s s i o n  
(NAICOM) and Securities 

and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) over pension fund 
administration may soon be 
over, going by a call for truce 
by SEC’s Assistant Director, 
Mr. C. A. Udora.

U dora w ho spoke to 
B usiness Day exclusively 
m a in ta ined  that his 
commission was shocked by 
N A IC O M ’s an tag o n istic  
posture over the pension 
matter without seeking to put 
forward its views to SEC 
through the normal channels.

He therefore advised 
N AICOM to take its case to 
the committee recently set up 
by SEC to look into pension 
funds ad m in is tra tio n  in 
N igeria  to enable  them  
package an e ffec tive  
recommendation.

The SEC A ssis tan t 
Director declared that SEC’s

D irector-G eneral, M alam 
Suleyman Ndanusa and its 
m anagem ent are not 
in te rested  in any pow er 
tussle, saying their efforts so 
far are gu ided  by the 
com m itm ent to obey and 
m ain tain  the ru les and 
reg u la tio n s gu id ing  the 
fmancial'sector.

Specifically, Udora said 
w hat m ay have been 
responsible for the face-off 
betw een  the tw o
commissions owes to the fact 
that the  law did  not 
categorise pension funds, 
adding  so “we are not 
grabbing for power. ”

H ow ever, he was 
emphatic that “at any time 
the N ational A ssem bly  
changes the law we w ill 
abide with it but so long as 
the law remains as it is we 
are bound to ensure that the 
law s are obeyed  in the 
financial sector. ’

He stated that SE C ’s

recent restructuring owed to 
the reengineering phase of 
the commission to keep it in 
good shape to handle the 
enorm ous responsibilities 
bestowed on it by the law, 
saying that it has gone online 
to keep pace by
d evelopm en ts in the
financial sector.

It would be recalled that 
N A IC O M  has been 
contesting the rights o f SEC 
to administer pension funds 
in the country, saying that 
pension funds should be 
w ith in  the am bit o f  the 
insurance sub-sector which 
it oversees.

At a recent seminar in 
Lagos, NAICOM’s Director 
(Technical), Dr. Prince Mike 
Ikupolati posited that SEC 
could only regulate private 
pension funds administration 
and should have nothing to 
do w ith  co rp o ra te  and 
government pension funds 
administration.

Union Bank o f Nigeria 
(U B N ) Pic. has 
p osted  a p ro fit 
before tax o f N7.05 billion 

for the 18 m onths ended 
March 31, 2001, while its 
p rofit after tax stands at 
N5.035 billion.

A statement signed by 
Kajbir Dangogo, Assistant 
General Manager, Corporate 
Affairs o f the bank said this 
show s a rem arkab le  
improvement compared with 
the N 3.890  b illio n  and 
N3.127 billion profit before 
and after tax respectively the 
bank  reco rd ed  as at 
September 30, 1999.

The perform ance was 
achieved on gross earnings 
o f  N35.394 billion, which 
represents an increase o f 93 
percent over the 1999 figure 
o f  N 18.250 b illio n , the 
statement further disclosed.

The bank’s total assets 
and dep o sits  have also 
increased  to N 214.885 
billion and N 170.977 billion 
2001 from  the N 126.234 
billion and 93.035 billion 
resp ec tiv e ly  recorded  in 
1999.

In the light o f what the 
bank’s spokesman described 
as an impressive financial 
perfo rm ance, the b a n k ’s 
directors have recommended 
a dividend o f 150 kobo per 
share and a bonus issue of 
one for three shares which 
w ill be p resen ted  to the 
shareho lders at the next

Union Bank posts N7b profit
A nnual G eneral M eeting 
scheduled for August 8, this 
year in Enugu.

This figure shows an 
increase o f  45 kobo over 
w hat the bank  paid  as

dividend in 1999, and it is t h  

highest ever to be paid - 
any quo ted  bank in t h .  

h isto ry  o f  the N igeria^  
bank ing  in d u stry  t h e  

statement claimed.

Revenue Formula: Lagos 
presses for review

T he L agos S tate 
governm ent has 
reiterated its demand 

for the review o f the revenue 
sharing  fo rm ula and 
administration of the Value 
A dded Tax (VAT) to 
recognise and reflect the 
contribution o f  each state 
revenue generation in the

From Samson Ojo, in Lagos

Governor Bola Twubu o f Lagos State

Liberty Bank backs 
credit rating campaign
The Managing Director 

and C hief Executive 
of Liberty Bank Pic., 
Chief Ode Obla has joined 

the campaign for the credit 
rating o f Nigeria saying it is 
in the interest o f the nation.

According to Obla, “a 
country’s rating, high or low 
determines its level o f credit 
worthiness, not only for the 
sovereign entity but for its 
co rpo ra te  en titie s  and 
banks.”

He said an unaudited 
coun try  g ives a sordid  
p ic tu re  o f  “ an unknow n 
d is tan t land  w ith  
un fa thom ab le  risk s  for 
foreign investors.”

O bla w ho was 
represented by Mr. Ekanem 
Edem, Executive Director 
Liberty Bank P ivj, iiv/vvcvcr 
s ta ted  that c red it ra ting  
requires commitment to the 
m aintenance o f  adequate 
credit records in order to

W

Jibril Martins-Kuye, Minister ofStale for Finance

attract cheaper funds and 
investm en ts from
international capital markets.

The chairm an o f  the 
occasion , C h ie f Yomi 
O gunbiy i in h is rem ark  
s ta ted  tha t the F inance 
Correspondents Association 
(FICAN) awards which is 
now in its sixth year was a 
com m endable  e ffo rt o f  
Liberty Bank Pic to support 
the Nigerian media and the 
practitioners.

According to him, the 
aw ards should  gear up 
Nigerian journalists for the 
challenges ahead, saying that 
the awards will certainly go 
a long way to creating a 
better relationship between 
the banking industry and the 
media.

urged  financia l 
correspondents to keep alight 
the strive for excellence, 
adding that the media has 
since the inception o f  the 
N igerian  n a tion  been 
co n trib u tin g  e loquen tly  
tow ard  p ro g ress  o f  the 
nation.

Mr. Olatunde Kazim of 
C om et N ew spapers was 
declared winner o f the News 
Story Award while the duo of 
Malachy Ezema of Guardian 
and Mr. Lawrence Ndukwe, 
formerly of the Vanguard top 
in the features category.

According to one o f the 
ju d g es , Mr. C higbo 
Ekwealor o f  University o f 
Lagos, the above winners 
w ere chosen  a fte r due 
consideration o f their entiy 
stories.

federation.
The S ta te -'

Com m issioner for Work- 
Engineers Rauf Aregbesc I 
hinted this at the forum on 
Property and Environmer 
W riters A sso c ia tio n  ot 
Nigeria (PEWAN).

He said that the prese: 
ad m in is tra tio n  and 
d isbu rsem en t o f  VAT 
proceeds was not in favoir 
o f some states.

E ngineer A regbesola 
made particular reference t> 
L agos S tate , w h i. 
according to him, contribui j 
the highest percentage 
VAT, but whose proceeds 
rank  am ong the low est, 
say ing  th a t the  c u rre r 
sharing  fo rm ula  wa- 
relatively skewed against t 
state.

It would be recalled t l . 
Lagos State has been in t 
vanguard o f  calls for th . 
rev iew  o f  the sharing 
form ula to recognise the 
consumption patterns o f  the 
item s on w hich VAT arc 
charged, instead o f using t^ 
general revenue allocatior 
formula which was based on 
the num ber o f  loca 
government in a state, an 
states’ land mass.

The C o m m iss io n c  
dep lo red  the s itua tion  
w hereby  Lagos w oulc 
contribute to VAT more thar 
any other state, but would get 
lower than most other state' 
w hose con tribu tions and 
hum an pop u la tio n  art 
considerably lower than t l . 
o f Lagos.

Specifically, Enginee' 
A regboso la  c ited  the 
example o f states like Ka- 
and Osun with over 40 a . 
30 local governm en 
councils respectively, whi. 
get more than Lagos wit 
only 20 local governmen- 
In terms o f local governmen 
councils, Kano gets more 
than double o f Lagos shar 
of VAT proceeds.

According to him, in th 
laws which established 11 

value added tax, consumer* 
are to pay five percent o ft 

- sale value o f many items an 
services which were listed i 
the list o f items on whi 
VAT could be allocated.

The co m m issio n , 
lamented that because of t 
high consum ption rate 
m ost items in Lagos, th 
state was generating a lot 
wastes which were difficu!' 
to manage, hence the need t 
g ive a p roportiona : 
percentage o f VAT proceed 
to the state.______________
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MWUN kicks against N5.8b 
reposition credit for Nigerdock
The Maritime Workers 

U nion o f  N ig eria  
(MWUN) has kicked 

aga in st the  N 5.8 b illio n  
reposition loan being sought 
ahead o f privatisation by the 
management o f  Nigerdock 
Nigeria Limited.

The loan, Business Day 
learnt, has already attracted 
the a tten tio n  o f  the 
Presidency, the N ational 
Assembly and the Council of 
State.

A ccord ing  to  a
statement by the union made 
available to Business Day, 
the loan is outrageous and 
suspicious.

The statem ent further 
condem ned the
m anagem ent’s request as

From  Sam son O jo, in Lagos

“senseless,” arguing that the 
company has already been 
p en c illed  dow n for
privatisation.

T he w orkers also  
querried the need for such a 
w hopping sum especially  
when the same organisation 
was run for year by its former 
managing director. Engineer 
Dr. Nnamdi Ozobia, without 
subven tion  from
government.

The association led by 
its p res id en t, C om rade 
Thomas Osilame, disclosed 
tha t the  M W UN had 
petitioned the Presidency 
and the National Assembly 
and tha t they had been

ra is in g  alarm  over the 
grievous im plica tions o f  
such an action on the future 
o f  the company.

The statement signed by 
Comrade Thomas Osilame 
re ite ra ted  the w o rk e rs ’ 
o ppositio n  to  the 
government’s proposed plan 
to privatise the company.

C om rade O silam e 
a lleged  tha t already , 
Nigerdock led by Mr. Okon 
Nkpubre, has held a meeting 
w ith  the in te res ted  core 
investors and officials o f the 
Bureau of Public Enterprises 
(BPE).

W hen co n tac ted  for 
comments on the workers 
g rievances ag a in s t the 
m anagem ent, Mr, Samuel

Ita, P ress S ecre tary  to 
Nigerdock explained that the 
N58 b illio n  loan w as 
essentially required to re­
equip and reposition  the 
com pany ahead  o f  its 
planned privatisation. Ojo Maduekwe, Transport Minister

Idiroko Customs rake in N lllm
T he C ustom s A rea 

C o m p tro lle r o f  
Id iroko com m and, 

A lhaji H assan  K ila  has 
disclosed that his command 
in the last six months had has 
in well over N 111.8 million 
as revenue.

Speaking with newsmen 
at Idiroko, Alhaji Kila said 
his command has already 
overshot its revenue target of 
N100 m illion for the year 
2001 by N i l .8 million.

A lhaji Kila disclosed 
further that a total o f  286 
seizures were made o f 276 
assorted brands o f vehicles 
and 10 general goods were 
m ade at com bating
sm uggling . The genera l 
goods include carpets, textile 
materials, cigarettes, fruit 
juicy, wine, frozen turkey 
and apples.

According to Kila, “the 
im pounded con traband  
w orth  N 88 m illion .
E xp la in ing  the expected  
reduction  o f  the revenue 
generated by the area, he said 
it was due to the ban on the 
im po rta tio n  o f  v eh ic les  
th rough the land p o rts ,

j F rom  O lum ide B ajulaiyc, in Abeokuta |

stre ssin g  th t it w as 
ad eq u ate ly  taken  up by 
revenue from  the 
importation of cement from 
the Nigeria-Benin Cement 
F ac to ry  in R epublic  o f  
Benin, through Idiroko.

nine of his officers have been 
hospitalised due to injuries 
su sta in ed  in  b lood
c o n fro n ta tio n s w ith
sm ugglers in the last six 
months, “while three patrol 
v eh ic les  w ere  badly  
damaged by the economic 
saboteurs.”

The C om ptroller was 
however grateful that none 
o f his officers was killed in 
the confrontations this year, 
unlike last year when five 
o ffice rs  w ere b ru ta lly  
murdered by smugglers.

A hm ed Mustapha, Customs C -G
“ D uring the period  

under review, 12 suspected 
smugglers were arrested and 
charged to court. Six out o f 
them have been convicted by 
the court while the cases 
against the remaining six are 
pending.

He further disclosed that

CMB, Gaslink sign gas agreement

Carnaud M etal Box 
(CMB) Nigeria Pic, 
has signed gas sales 

purchase agreement (SPA) 
with Gaslink Niger Limited.

This makes CMB the 
18th company in the Ikeja 
Industrial Area o f  Lagos 
State to sign the GSPA •with 
Gaslink Nigeria Limited.

Under the agreement, 
G aslink  is to d e liv e r an 
annual con trac t quan tity  
(A C Q ) o f  34 m illion  
standard cubic feet (mmscf) 
o f natural gas to Carnaud at 
its Ogba plant by hooking 
them up to its existing gas

pipeline system for an initial 
period t)f twenty years.

A ccord ing  to a 
statement made available to 
Business Day, the natural gas 
would be utilized as fuel for 
power generation and to fire 
their ovens.

The Managing Director 
and C h ie f  E xecutive o f  
Galslink, Engr. Charles A. 
Osezua signed the agreement 
on behalf o f Galslink while 
the General M anager and 
acting Managing Director of 
CM B, Pic, Mr. Tommy 
T elford  signed  fo r his 
company.

Aboki charges NMA pension 
board on disbursement

T he P erm anent 
S e c r e t a r y ,  
E stab lishm ent and 

P ensions O ffice , in the 
U ffice  o f  the H ead o f  
Service, Dr. Aboki Zhawa 
has warned the new pension 
b o ard  o f  tru s tees  o f  the 
National Maritime Authority 
(NMA) not to use pension 
funds for any other purposes 
than paym ent o f  pension 
liabilities.

A ccording to him: “ I 
w ish  to sound a note o f  
warning that it is a criminal 
o ffence  fo r w hich all 
members will be collectively 
held responsible if  pension 
funds are m isapplied  for 
p u rp o ses  o th e r than  the 
payment o f pension.”

Dr. Zhawa who said the 
government is worried about 
the non-payment o f retirees 
from  p a ra s ta ta ls  and 
g o v e r n m e n t - o w n e d  
companies, urged the new 
board of trustees to always 
exercise utm ost care and 
probity, transparency and 
diligence in discharging their 
duties.

Nigeria’s oil production fluctuates
N igeria’s total crude 

oil production and 
export from  the 

coun try  con tinues to 
fluctuate  w ith  the recent 
figure standing at over 15 
million and over 12 million 
net barrels respectively.

A comparative analysis 
o f  crude o il p ro duction  
figures for three consecutive 
periods revealed that during- 
the first week in July (July 
1-7), it stood at 12,427,203, 
it increased by 30.9 percent 
to 16,267,716 barrels during 
the second week (July 09- 
22), while the third week 
(July 16-22) recorded a total 
crude oil p rodu ctio n  o f  
15,214,005, a drop o f about 
6.48 percent.

Rilwanu Lukmn, Adviser on Energy

F ro m  R ak iya  A. M u h am m ad , in

For the export, 
13 ,138,546 b arre ls  was 
recorded in the first week in 
July. It declined by 22.09 
percent to give a figure of 
10,235,802 barrels during 
the second week and rose by 
24.6 percent to 12,753,983 
barrels during the third week.

A b reakdow n  o f  the 
recent figure in a statement 
made available to Business 
Day by the Department o f 
Petroleum Resources (DPR) 
showed that for the period 
under review, July 16-22, 
2001, crude oil production 
from the Eastern zone was 
8,799,343, and the Western 
zone 6,414,622, giving a 
total o f 15,214,005.

While the export figure 
ind icated  that 7 ,334,519 
barrels and 5,419,464 barrels 
w ere from  E astern  and 
Western zones respectively.

The P ipeines and 
P roducts M arketing  
C om pany (PPM C) lifted 
182,291 net barrels from the 
Escravos. LPG production 
from the western division as 
4 ,658 .424  m etric  tones, 
while condensate production 
and export from  the east 
were 624,225 and 949,978 
net barrels respectively.

He asked  them  to 
acquaint themselves to the 
provisions o f circular, “PEN. 
63983/S. 7/T/3 of September, 
1998 w ith  a view  to 
m ain ta in in g  a constan t 
communication link between 
the board and the retirees.

In his speech , the 
D irec to r G eneral o f  the 
NMF, Arch. Fedinand Agu 
disclosed that an attempt to 
establish the pension scheme 
was made in 1995 without 
m uch e ffo rt to  seek for 
approval and inaugurate a 
board o f trustees.

A ccord ing  to  him , 
“when I assumed office last 
a year, I co nsidered  the 
pension scheme as one of my 
priorities for the staff.”

The scheme, which he 
described  as a non ­
co n trib u to ry  one to the 
au th o rity  is pay ing  100 
p ercen t o f  the annual 
premium without any form 
of deductions from the staff 
wages, w ould benefit the 
w orkers in the area o f  
gratuity, pension and death in 
service.

A gu how ever
commended the head o f the 

. establishment management 
serv ices departm en t for 
facilitating the arrangement 
and making it possible for 
NMA to join the league o f 
o ther federa l agenc ies/ 
p a rasta ta ls  tha t had the 
pension scheme inaugurated.

The eight members o f 
the board included Y. A. 
S u leim an, C hairm an, C. 
Ezeala, O. O. Ojiji and F. A. 
O. Agbabiaka others are P. N. 
Nanshap, Hajia L. Tumaka.

Port clears 
over 3,000 
containers

| F rom  Tokunbo O loke, in Lag <

N o fewer than 33,27 
co n ta in e rs  w er 
c leared  by tfyt 
Container Terminal Port ou' 

o f  the 52,081 containei 
im ported  in the secon 
quarter o f this year.

Speaking against the. 
backdrop o f information t h 
m ore containers are sti 
block stacking in the port, 
Port Manager o f Contai 
Terminal, Engineer Ayorii, 
M akan juo la  sa id  th t 
usually deliver about 3,3(*1 
containers per w eek an 
about 3 ,000  contain  
d ischarged  per w eek 
against 1,200 container * 
week and 4,400 per week 
the beginning o f 100 perc e 
exam ination  exerc ise  
container.

In his analysis, the p< 
manager disclosed that 
April 9,879 containers v. e 
d e liv ered  out o f  14,71 
discharged, on May 5. A 
733 were delivered ou:
13,944 debt charged on J .
8, while 694 was deliver 
and 13,036 discharged, < 
July 8,973 also was deliver 
and 10,364 discharged.

At the peak o f  
congestion , according 
him, there were more t
15,000 con ta iners in th 
b lock  s tack ing  but 
num ber has gone dc u 
below  five thous 
containers.

The port manager 
said they were yet to wrigj. 
out o f the problems cai 
by the 100 pe rc . 
examination, also attribi 
their hitherto achievemei 
w hat he described  
com bined  effo rts  
increasing delivery rate 
provision o f storage are; 
K irik iri and bon.',
warehouses.

M akanjuola how e\ 
urged importers to be v . 
o f clearing agents who 
banking on the prevai 
s itu a tio n  at the p o r  
dem and fo r m oney 
clearance o f their goods

GSM centre strategises 
ahead of Thursday’s kick-oft
T he Private Networks 

N ig eria  L im ited  
(PN N ), one o f  the 

opera to rs o f  the various 
GSM centers in the country, 
has held  an in te rac tiv e  
session with its franchises in 
Lagos last week.

Speaking  during the 
session, Mr. Sanyo Olagoke 
o f PNN stated that the idea 
behind the meeting was to 
map out their organisational 
modalities and to rub minds 
with the franchises in order 
to k ick o ff operations by 
August 9, 2001.

■Said: “We have invited 
you here today in order to 
clear the green areas and 
discuss the nitty-gritty of the 
GSM  m obile phone 
business.”

“Infact, we are the only 
service provider which has 
embarked on this kind o f

F rom  B right Ew ulu, in La :

rapport between franchie 
and their company. This i 
show  th a t apart fr 
establishing a partner^ 
with you, we shall go ali 
way.’

PN N ’s m arke: 
helm sm an ,
A bdulrahm an  A b io 1 
O dunow o urged 
participants to ensure i 
they participate fully ii 
o n -g o in g  GSM  phi 
revolution, saying th.: 
would provide the gre. 
investment opportuni'; 
N igeria in the next th 
y ears. A b io la -O d u n  
urged them to tap into 
opportunity explaining 1 

PNN stands to provide I 
a p o rtra it into the GS 
phone business as well as 
tele-centre business.



Mr, Longe exchanging pleasantries with Chief Sunday Afolabi, 
Hon. Minister, Internal Affairs, while Gen. Abba Kyari (Rtd) and the Chairman, FBN look on

Alhaji Sarki Mahmoud. Mr. Oye Hassan-Odukale, Alhaji Ado Wanka and 
Mr. Uzor Nwankwo, all Directors of First Bank

Mr. Oba Otudeko, Alhaji Mutallab and Alhaji Shehu Malami in a convivial mood.

Mallam Umar Yahaya, Mr. John Aboh and Mr. Moyo Ajekigbe. FBN Executive Dire^'->rs

Alhaji Mebucis and Chief Akintunde AsaluDr. Umar Farouk and Mr. B. O. Longe

Dr. Mrs. Okereke- Onyuike. Mr. & Mrs. Longe, Mrs Daisy Danjuma and another guest

L-R- Alhaji U.A. Mutallab, Alhaji Shehu Malami, Mr. Longe.
Alhaii Mahmoud Atta and Mr. Oba Otudeko

Bernard Longe welcoming the CBN Governor, Chief J.
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...truly Hie first.
S h a re h o ld e r s  and  d ig n it a r ie s  g a th e re d  on W e d n e sd a y , 
July 25, 2 0 0 1 to honour Fisrt Bank of Nigeria Pic at its Pre-AGM Cocktail
which held at the Nicon Hilton, Abuja. The memorable occasion 
was captured in photographs, some of which are shown below

Alhaji (Dr.) U.A. M utallab, CON (Chairm an FPN) and
Mr. Bernard Longe (M D/Chief Executive FBN). pondpiing  over an issue

Mr, O. Sanusi

Hrv



•  Mr. Bernard Longe welcoming the Auditors
Alhaji (Dr.) U.A. Mutallab, CON (Chairman FBN), introducing the MD/Chief Executive FBN

Mr. Bernard Longe ra--------------—-----

•  A o f  A u d ito r s ,  A k in to ia  W illiam s,
O e to itte  ft foMCfw a r id  K PM O  A u d it, r a i d i n g  th e  a u d i to r s  r e p o r t

•  Alhaji Mutallab welcoming High Chief Latmwo to the meeting

A cross-section of shareholders voting at the meeting Khalifa (Shefkh; Isyaku Rabiu Heft) and other shareholders exchange
p leasan trie s

• A cross-section of shareholdersrh io f  mw o s u  speaking at the occasion

Tuesday, August 7, 2001

FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC
ESTABLISHED 1894 igeria's pioneer banking institution, First Bank of Nigeria Pic, held its 32nd 

Annual General Meeting recently.
Venue was the Congress Hall of the Nicon Hilton, Abuja.

Below are some highlights of the event.
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The governm ent and 
people o f  Plateau 
recently  organised 
vanous functions to mark 25 

years of its creation as a state. 
The celebrations were, 
however, done with mixed 
feelings. While some of the 
people felt there was every 
cause to jubilate, having come 
a long way since 1976 when it 
was created as Benue-Plateau 
State, majority marked the 
Silver Jubilee with feelings of 
nostalgia.

The nostalgia of majority 
o f the s ta te ’s indigenes 
stemmed from the fact that the 
pioneering efforts of the Late 
Joseph Dechi G om w alk’s 
administration at developing 
the richly endowed state were 
mostly squandered by its 
successive adm inistrators. 
From 1976 to date, Plateau 
State has had eleven different 
administrators (military and 
civilian) most of whom were 
non-natives.

Undoubtedly, Plateau has 
been one of the robust states 
in the North in particular and 
the nation at large. It is 
benevolently endowed with 
huge m ineral and human 
resources, which have great 
potentials for growth.

From Bassa to Barkin Ladi; 
Mangu to Kanam; Wase 
down to Shendam; stretching 
up to Quan Pan Local 
Government Area, Plateau 
State is blessed with 
resources like Tin, Columbite, 
bauxite and a vast expanse of 
arable land suitable for the 
cultivation o f  num erous 
crops, as well as an army of 
skilled and unskilled labour.

Regrettably, however, 
most o f these potentials, 
which would have been 
properly utilised to catapult 
Plateau into the corpus of the 
fastest growing states in the 
country were mostly wasted.

Gomwalk had, between 
1967 and 1975 when he 
governed the state, set a 
catalytic standard for the 
developm ent o f the area. 
Some o f the num erous 
achievem ents o f the Late 
Gomwalk, then Commissioner 
o f  Police, were recently 
summed up by some eminent 
sons of the state in a recently 
work which they wrote, titled: 
Plateau State: Under­
standing the problems.

These include the 
construction o f the Liberty 
Dam, currently  supplying 
water to Jos and Bukuru 
metropolis within the state 
capital; the conception and 
establishment of the Nigeria 
Standard  new spaper and 
building (Gomwalk House); 
the Plateau Investm ent 
Corporation (PIC) Building; 
the Jos-Pankshin - Shendam 
-Yelwa -Ibi road project (over 
'00 Kilometres); the Nigerian 
Television Authority (NTA) 
Jos; the Plateau State 
Government Secretariat and 
the Tudun-Wada
Government Lodge.

O ther rem arkable 
achievem ents o f the Late 
Gomwalk include
establishment of the Plateau 
State Transport Corporation; 
the Jos W ildlife Park; 
extension o f  the Plateau

P lateau  State at 25: 
Going down memory lane

By Ahmed Shekarau

Hotel, Jos; Pankshin and 
Shendam Hotels; construction 
o f  low cost houses in Jos, 
Pankshin, Shendam and 
Langtang; the Jos main market 
and the Jos Abattoir.

The Late G om w alk’s 
administration also electrified 
many rural areas of the State 
through the state’s National 
Electricity Supply Company 
(NESCO) and it established the 
State Agricultural Project at 
Longkat in Pankshin Local 
Government Area to assist the 
sta te’s farm ers, and in 
collaboration with the Federal 
Government, it established the 
University of Jos.

Along with these 
developments, the Late Police 
C o m m i s s i o n e r ’ s 
administration also cultivated 
a core of local entrepreneurs 
in the state, particularly in the 
building industry, and it 
encouraged the setting-up of 
small- scale industries like 
stone-cutting and crushing, 
and block-making industries 
through its sm all-scale 
industrial loan scheme.

The immediate
consequences o f  these 
polices of the then Gomwalk 
administration in Plateau State 
were the provision o f 
employment to many o f the 
sta te ’s indigenes and huge 
funds at their disposal 
through the involvement of 
most o f  the sm all-scale 
industries in implementing 
almost all the infrastructural 
projects listed above.

The vision of Gomwalk of 
m aking Plateau one o f the 
developed states in the 
country was to be truncated. 
J.D. Gomwalk was executed in 
1975 alongside other sons of 
the state for alleged 
involvement in the foiled coup 
that claimed the life of General 
Murtala Mohammed.

Unfortunately, the dreams 
of the people of the state, who 
were full o f hopes and 
expectations, were not 
enlivened by the subsequent 
administrators of Plateau.

Group Captain Dan 
Suleiman who succeeded 
Gomwalk led the state from 
1975 to 1979. Though not a 
native of the state, he tried to 
com plete some o f the 
unfinished projects initiated 
by Gomwalk. For instance, his 
administration completed the 
Jos International Breweries 
Pic, which is one of the state’s 
major revenue earners today.

The turn of events after the 
inception o f  the civilian 
adm inistration in the state 
under the leadership of Chief 
Solomon Daushep Lar, were, 
however, dramatic.

While Lar’s administration 
was credited for a number of 
projects like the Pankshin, 
Shendam and Langtang dams, 
and the Mangu, Wase, 
Bokkos, Dyerok and Kwalla 
cottage hospitals as well as

Mr. J.D. Gomwalk, Governor 
Benue-Plateau State, 1967-1975
some secondary schools, the
administration borrowed a
loan, which was to bedevil
the whole state.

The Midland Bank loan, 
which the Lar administration 
took, was partly used for 
executing some o f these 
projects stated above and 
other sundry ones. A 
significant portion o f the 
funds borrow ed by the 
adm inistration were not 
properly utilised for the 
benefit o f the sta te ’s 
populace.

For instance, part of the 
funds were used to sponsor 
political activities in states 
like Niger, Kano, Bomo and 
Sokoto in pursuit o f a 
programme of emancipation. 
This, in addition to carting 
away most of the resources, 
apparently diverted the 
adm inistration’s attention 
from the needs of the State’s 
populace. Shortly after the 
M idland Bank loan was 
drawn, the Federal 
G overnm ent’s revenue 
allocation to the state 
drastically reduced, thereby 
denying the state of 
substantial funds required 
for developm ent in the 
succeeding years.

Indeed, as rightly 
stressed by Mr. Timothy 
Kumtong, Alhaji Dalhatu 
Aliyu and Barrister Miskom 
Peupet in their book - 
Plateau State: Under­
standing the Problem s - 
’’The strangulating effect of 
this loan now put at about 
N55 billion will continue to

be felt in the state if nothing 
is done to rid the state of its 
burden.”

Further developments in 
the state after Lar’s tenure 
could only be said to have 
worsened the peop le’s
deplorable conditions. 
Though some o f the
succeeding administrations 
were constrained by certain 
factors such as short tenures 
that gave them little time to 
understand the state, most of 
them did virtually nothing to 
deserve a mention.

There were administrators 
like Navy Captain (then) 
Samuel Bitrus Atukum; Lt. 
Col (then) Mohammed Chris 
Ali; Col. (then) Lawrence 
Onoja, Col. Aliyu Umar Kama, 
Col. Mohammed Mana, Col. 
Habibu Idris Shuaibu and Col. 
Musa Sheik Shehu.

Again, in fairness to some 
o f them, there were lots of 
interferences in their 
governance of the state from 
top m ilitary officers who 
hailed from the state, who, 
from 1984 to 1998, held 
strategic posts (military and 
political positions) at the 
federal level of government.

Rather than utilise their 
strategic positions, partly, for 
the benefit o f their home 
state, as many other sons and 
daughters o f other states 
have done, these m ilitary 
officials would rather exploit 
such postings for the benefit 
o f their various communities 
and its environs. They were 
too parochial.

Thus, they ensured that 
projects meant for any part of 
Plateau were executed in their 
respective villages. Of course, 
this informed the siting of an 
airstrip for their exclusive use 
at one of their communities, 
and not surprisingly, there is 
a Digital Telephone Exchange 
at one such community even 
before Jos, the state capital 
got linked to it.

Indeed, it was even 
shocking to many that after 
influencing the construction 
of a road which stretched from 
Kabw ir to Langtang and 
which goes as far as Shendam 
and Ibi in Taraba State, the

part o f the road from 
Langtang to Shendam and Ibi 
was not done and therefore, 
the full benefit of the project 
did not get to other areas 
served by the road. The 
evidences are still there for 
any person who cares to 
cross-check.

More so, these form er 
military officers have used 
their influence at the federal 
level to institutionalise some 
kind o f  d isparities in the 
provision o f  political 
structures in Plateau State.

For instance, while 
ensuring that their own tribal 
group has two local 
governm ents in the state, 
they made sure that the 
distribution of electoral wards 
and federal and state 
constituencies were skewed 
in their favour, in 
disproportion to all proper 
and constitutional
considerations for their 
establishment.

A simple example could 
be seen from the distribution 
of seats in federal and state 
legislatures. While Jos North/ 
Bassa LGAs with a population 
of 652,003, Shendam/Quan 
Pan/M ikang LGAs with a 
population of 438,036 and 
P a n k sh in /K a n k e /K a n a m  
LGAs with a population of 
358,339 as they are grouped 
respectively have one 
representative each in the 
House of Representatives, 
the so-called powerful group 
ensured that two local 
governments also have one 
member representing them at 
the lower legislative House of 
the National Assembly.

With respect to the State 
House o f  Assembly, the 
disparity is even more glaring. 
For exam ple, Jos North, 
which has a population of 
503,769 people, has two 
seats; Jos South with a 
population of 241,826 has one 
seat; Shendam with its 
population of 217,653 people 
has one seat; but significantly 
one local government area 
has two seats.

The logic of choice that 
informed these delineation 
exercises, including those of

the wards at local level i 
extrem ely bewildering
Indeed, these disparitie- 
constitute an abuse o f th. 
rights of the people frowne: 
upon by section 42(1) (a) ot 
the 1999 Constitution. Th. 
disparity in the federal an: 
state constituencies
particularly , also offen.: 
sections 72,91 and 113 of the 
same constitu tion, which 
require that constituencies tx 
divided in a way to reflect, a- 
near as possible, nearly equa 
population.

The polarisation  anc 
division o f  the entirt. 
populace in Plateau Sta . 
along ethnic, political ar c 
relig ious lines through 
institu tionalised  form or 
d isparities have tamperec 
with the initial pace o ' 
developm ent o f  the state 
begun by the Late J.D 
Gomwalk administration.

It is note worthy, however 
that while most o f the pav 
military administrators of th 
state who were used by son 
members of various influent 
groups to achieve tht-i 
parochial interests were non 
indigenes, some o f th . 
indigenes who administer.' 
the state did not help matte-

For instance, while r i  
much achievem ent can b 
said to have been recorded b 
the second c iv ilia ' 
adm inistration o f Platea 
State under Mr. Fide 
Tapgun (January 1992 t 
N ovem ber 1993), th. 
administration will always r 
remembered for the reckl. 
manner in which it sold e c  
some hard-earne
investments of the state lik 
the Breweries Agro an 
Research Company (BARC 
Farms Limited, in Zallaki, Jo -

Incidentally, the prese 
civilian administration un : 
Chief Joshua Chibi Dariye 
not within the past two year 
perform ed very well. Th. 
present administration rr .: 
however, be excused for 
num ber o f  reasons. These 
include the system at . 
plundering of the resour. 
of the state over the past 
years which may not make 
possible for Chief Dariye, v> 
is not a miracle worker 
bring the state back to 
glorious past.

As at May 1999 w 
D ariye took over the 
leadership o f Plateau, the 
state had already bee- 
brought to its knees. Tho.. 
not ranked among the 
poorest states in the cour' 
it was evident that it hac 
increasingly impoveris- 
populace, even amidst 
endowments.

It is, however, not 
excuse for the pre . 
leadership o f  the stau  
adopt a sluggish pace 
developing the state.

As for the entire pe 
of Plateau State, it is up to > 
o f us to wake-up to 
contem porary challer 
posed by our circumsta 
o f  underdevelopm ent 
usher our state out o ' 
present predicament, so t 
a better future would un*

Shekarau is on the sr* v 
o f  Daily Trust

V r o m U fu C o l  Joshua M adaki (rtd.) A ir Com m odore Dan Suleim an, C h i e f  Joshua Dariye, BrigaJier- 
General M oham m ed M ana (rtd) and Col. M usa Sheikh Shehu (rtd)____________________________________
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Deputy Governor 
charges LG personnel
L ocal governm ent 

personnel in Benue 
S tate have been 

charged to be honest and 
p u b lic -sp ir ited  in the 
discharge o f their duties.

The Benue State Deputy 
G overnor, P rince  O giri 
A jene, gave the charge 
d uring  the opening  
ceremony the^workshop on 
effective local government 
resources control.

He disclosed that most 
local government chairmen 
in the country fail because of 
the negative advice given to 
them by the career officers, 
“who instead o f facilitating 
good governance at the local 
government level, are busy 
militating against it.”

The deputy governor, 
who was represented by the 
S pecial A dviser to  the 
g overno r on local 
government and chieftaincy 
a ffa irs , P rince sim on 
Aoudona, warned that the 
concept o f  separation  o f  
powers in the presidential 
system as practised at the 
local governm en t level 
should not be used to divide

the local government, but to 
strengthen the various arms 
through the p rin c ip le  o f  
checks and balances.

He charged  the local 
governm ent personnel to 
ob ta in  the req u is ite  
knowledge o f the functions 
o f their various offices and 
the scope o f limitations o f 
such offices.

Prince Aoudana further 
urged the partic ipan ts to 
reciprocate governm ent’s 
gesture o f aiding the growth 
and development o f the local 
government administration 
in the sta te  by being 
productive and committed to 
government programmes.

In her rem arks; the 
Permanent Secretary in the 
Deputy Governor’s office, 
M rs. F.T. H w ande, said  
“p rob lem s such as ro le 
conflict, suspicion, control o f 
resources and the confusion 
arising  from  overlapping 
ju risd ic tio n  are ra ther o f  
general nature affecting all 
the local government areas in 
the state.”

Workshop participants 
recommend telecoms experts 

for security agencies

P a r t ic ip a n ts  a t  a 
w o rk s h o p  on  
‘ A d v a n c e d  

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
E qu ipm en t M ain tenance  
and  M anagem en t,” have 
called for the recruitm ent 
o f  te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  
ex p e rts  fo r  th e  n a tio n ’s 
security  agencies.

T hey  said the m easure 
w as necessary  in the fight 
a g a in s t  th e  in c re a s in g  
cases o f  v io len t crim es in 
the country.

The participants m ade 
th is  su g g e s tio n  in  th e ir  
c o u rs e  a b s t r a c ts  re a d  
d u r in g  th e  c lo s in g  
ce rem o n y  o f  the cou rse  
held at N igeria Institute o f  
T ra n s p o r t  T e c h n o lo g y  
(N ITT), Zaria, last Friday.

They identified lack o f  
training, poor funding and 
n o n - in v o lv e m e n t  o f  
personnel in procurem ent 
a n d  in s ta l la t io n  o f  
e q u ip m e n t ,  as  f a c to r s  
m i l i t a t in g  a g a in s t
effective m aintenance and 
m a n a g e m e n t o f
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
equipm ent at the N igeria 
P o lic e  F o rc e , m i l i ta ry  
e s ta b lis h m e n ts  an d  th e

The workshop, which 
w as o rgan ised  for local 
governm ent secre taries, 
directors, general services 
and admlnstration, HODs 
and local governm ent 
inspectors, was aimed at 
exposing participants to the 
challen g es o f  the new 
dispensation.

Nigeria’s electricit\ 
generation to reach 10,000 

megawatts - m in is te r
From Abdullahi Hazz jigeria’s electricity 

g enera tio n  w ill
reach  10,000 supp ly ing  over

Mr. Joseph Makoju, NEPA M D

Senate to float medium to 
check one-sided publicity

N ig e ria  P o rts  A u th o rity  
(NPA).

T h e y  c a l le d  fo r  
preventive and  corrective 
m aintenance culture in the 
n a tio n ’s security  agencies 
in  o rder to  enable them  to 
derive the benefits o f  the 
m o d e r n  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
equipm ent.

S p eak in g  earlie r, the  
Director-General o f  NITT, 
D r. M a h e  D a n g e , 
observed  that equipm ent 
m ain tenance in transport 
operations determ ined the 
s ta n d a rd , le v e l  a n d  
e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  th e  
v a r io u s  m e a n s  o f  
transportation, adding that 
“m ajntenance in any field 
o f  hum an endeavour is a 
critical factor for success.”

D ange noted that since 
safety w as a pre-requisite  
fo r g row th  in the g lobal 
t r a n s p o r t  s y s te m , 
m a in te n a n c e  an d  
m a n a g e m e n t o f  a ll 
t r a n s p o r t  e q u ip m e n t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
e q u ip m e n t  w o u ld  
continue to  be relevant.

The Senate is planning 
to flo a t its own 
medium to ensure a 
ba lance  in reports  

em anating  from  the 
National Assembly, it was 
reported in Abuja.

Sen. Nnamdi Eriobuna, 
chairm an  o f  the Senate 
committee on power, - told 
the News Agency o f Nigeria 
(N A N ) last w eek tha t a 
broadcasting  house was 
already being considered to 
always “present the other 
side as journalists only look 
for negative issues.”

He alleged that positive 
actions taken by the Senate 
to  b e tte r the lives o f  
Nigerians were never made 
know n to the pub lic , 
stressing that journalists 
w ere m ore in terested  in 
p u b lish in g  s to ries  tha t 
would “ridicule politicians 
and b rin g  them  to 
disrepute.”

Eriobuna said in floating 
its own m edium , the 
National Assembly would 
only be emulating older 
democracies the world over, 
c la im ing  tha t the U .S. 
Senate had its own medium 
through which it reached 
out to the public.

He said the media, in 
rep o rtin g  the fu rn itu re  
allow ance saga in 1999, 
“deliberately refused” to tell 
Nigerians that government 
o ffic ia ls  had o rig in a lly  
p lanned  to fu rn ish  the 
houses for N12 m illion, 
noting that the lawmakers 
saved funds by accepting 
the much smaller amounts 
o f N3.5 million each.

A nother p ositive  
decision w hich, he said, 
went unreported was the 
approval o f N500 million by 
the National Assembly for 
the execution o f  projects in 
each senatorial district this 
year.

“We observed that many 
in the rural areas had never 
ta s ted  the d iv idends o f  
democracy and we voted 
that m oney fo r the 
execution o f  roads, water 
and electricity projects in 
each o f  the  sena to ria l 
districts to mark out the 
difference between military 
and democratic governance. 
But the press never found 
that commendable,” he said.

The Senator also chided 
the press for turning the 
b lind  eye to  the  vast 
im provem ent in the fuel 
supply situation since the 
inception o f  dem ocracy,

adding that positive moves by 
state governors to make life 
easier for every Nigerian had 
gone unreported.

E riobuna  d ecried  the 
situation where journalists 
who did a good job in fighting 
the military and enthroning 
dem ocracy, s till had “the 
h ang-over o f  tha t 
confrontation long after the 
exit o f the military.”

He observed that it was 
only when the right picture 
was presented to Nigerians 
tha t they  cou ld  m ake 
m ean ing fu l inpu ts into 
governance  and seek 
co rrec tio n  from  those in 
authority.

megawatts by the year 2007.
The Minister o f  State for 

Pow er and S tee l, A lhaji 
Murtala Aliyu, disclosed this 
at a dinner party organised in 
his honour by the governing 
council o f  the A bubakar 
Tafawa Balewa University 
o f which he was a member 
before  h is m in is te ria l 
appointment.

Aliyu disclosed that the 
Federal Government is not 
leaving any stone unturned 
in its b id  to rev ive  the 
country’s ailing steel rolling 
mills situated in Jos, Osogbo 
and Aladja.

He confirm ed that the 
K atsina R olling M ill has 
already been revived and is 
now fully operational.

The minister said when 
the present administration 
came into power in 1999, out 
o f  the 79 generating units 
inh erited  only  19 w ere 
functional.

According to him, “there 
are presently 26 generating 
units that are operational,

F G  to  re - in t ro d u c e  

w e ig h b r id g e s  on  fe d e ra l ro a d s

T he F ederal
Government will re- 
i n t r o d u c e  

w eighbridges on all busy 
federal roads throughout the 
country. The Minister o f State 
for Works and Housing, Mr. 
Garba Madaki Ali, has said.

While speaking in Dikwa, 
M aiduguri, the cap ita l o f  
B orno S tate during  an 
inspection tour of Maiduguri- 
D ikw a-G am boru  road 
awarded to Messrs Stirling 
Civil Engineering N igeria 
Limited at the cost o f N2. lb, 
Mr. A li said  the re- 
in troduc tion  becam e 
necessary  to check o v er­
loading o f trucks in order to 
re ta in  the q u a lity  and 
durability o f our roads.

On maintenance of these 
roads, the minister said a bill 
for the establishm ent o f  a 
Road M aintenance Agency 
(RMA) has been forwarded to 
the National Assembly for 
approval.

Mr. Ali used the occasion 
to w arn  those pu ttin g  up 
illegal structures on federal 
highways within 50m from 
the middle o f the roads on 
both sides to stop doing so as 
th e ir ,s tru c tu re s  w ould be 
dem olished  w ithou t any 
compensation even with the 
ce rtific a te  o f  occupancy  
because o f the. rule on right 
o f way.

On the progress of work 
done so far, the m in ister 
declared it “encouraging” 
based on what the contractor 
has done within few months.

Mr. A li inspected  the 
23.8km  M aiduguri- 
M onguno-K ukaw a road 
aw arded to A lhaji M .M . 
Sherif Gamboru and Sons 
Limited at the cost of over 
N654 million.

T his co n trac t w as 
awarded in November 1999 
to  be com pleted  M arch, 
2001. The con trac to r, 
however, could not complete 
the jo b  due to lo g is tics  
problems.

The minister was happy 
with the quality o f job done 
by the contractors, and urged 
them to increase their pace 
o f  work. Speaking earlier, 
the Governor o f Bomo State, 
A lhaji M ala K achalla , 
praised federal government’s 
e ffo rts  at p rov id ing  
democratic dividends to all 
the states o f the federation 
through the prov ision  o f  
good roads for free 
m ovem ent o f  goods and 
services.

Chief Tony Anenih, Works Minister

megawatts o f elect: 
Alhaji Aliyu r 

the m in istry’s pri 
stabilising power s 
the nation by the er >. 
year, saying “w hat: 
requires is 3,500 me r 
and w hen work o r  
rem ain ing  53 gen . 
units now under 
com pleted , abou - 
megawatts o f elect- 
be generated.”________

Traditional ruleij 
advises Ala

From Yinka Olado\mr
in Ibadan

A s the implement, cm 
o f  the r e p c "  o f  
Oloko C h ie f  cy 

C om m ission  o f  Ir^  ry 
con tinue  to gen . ite 
controversy in Oyo State, 
one o f the vice-chairm. - of 
the state traditiona 
Oba Sam uel Ade_ 
Osunbade, the 01u;j- t 
Orile-Igbon, has ad .
Alaafin o f Oyo and t 
o f  Ogbomosho to a . 
recom m endation  
report in good faith

Oba Osunbade, w 1 
reacting to media 
th a t som e o f  them 
against the govern - . 
decision to im plenu 
report, said the two a " . d 
first class chiefs should ac 
the  find ings o f  e 
commission as presen \  
its report or lose the r e '- ,  ct 
that people and other ' '  
have for them.

The Oyo 
governm en t last 
decided to impleme 
report o f the Oloko Pa f
In qu iry  o f  1996 
w ithdrew  the c o n s e - ’ g 
authority from the A1 a 
Oyo, Oba Lamidi Ao.
I ll  and the Sour 
O gbornoso, Oba 
Oyewumi.

The O lugbon, wh e 
briefing the press in lb 
recen tly , no ted  tha 
government has beet 
A laafin  as it was 
(O lu g b o n ’s) subn 
d uring  the in q u ir. 
A laafin  be m ade 
permanent chairman 
Oyo State Council of

By th is , O la .
considers himself and 
any Oba in Oyo Stat. 
under Alaafin.

“ It is, th e re -
unnecessary for Alaa- 
seek to retain any sect 
pow er beyond the 
governm ents he p re ' 
controls,” he said.

Oba Osunbade, how. 
said the suspension 
placed on the report b> 
reg im e o f  C ol. A h m .. 
Usman was borne out ot • 
fact that “Usman wa- 
with ha lf truths abou 
inquiry.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE 

WATERSHED INITIATIVE IN NIGERIA (WIN 2001)
The general public is hereby notified that the above named Society (NGO) has applied to 
the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under the Companies and Allied Mat­
ters Act 1990.
The Trustees are:
1. Mr. G. O. OLANIYAN 2. Mr. J. ALIYU
3. Dr. 0 .0 . FASHOLA 4. Dr. F. 1SHIDA
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-General, Corporate 
Affairs Commission, Area 11, R B. M. 198 Garki, Abuja within 28 days o f this publication.

Signed:
Oluwarotimi FASHOLA(ph.D.)
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SIGNED:
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COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT 
INITIATIVE (COMEIN)

Application for registration in respect of Community 
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Corporate Affairs Commision for consideration. 
COMEIN is a non Governmental and non profit 
oriented orgamisation engaged in the Empowerment 
of Rural Communities for sustainable Development.

Any objection by the general public should be sent 
to the R egistrar G eneral, Corporate A ffairs 
Commission, Area 11, Garki Abuja.

Signed: Trustees (Sadiq A. Zubair, Yahaya K. Dalhat 
and Ilu Y. Samail)
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£-?rm»i qL;a^eo33gy<i îoo com M a r a r a b a __________________________

CHANGE OF NAME
1 fo rm erly  know n as T O M  ADAM  
JU G U D U M  now wished to be called 
J1BRIN ALH. JUGUDUM . All former 
documents remain valid, public to take 
note.
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IN SID E  P O L IT IC S
Sir, a fter two years of 

the enthronem ent of 
d e m o c ra c y  in  th e  

nation, Nigerians are still not 
s a tis f ie d  w ith  th e  
perform ance of the present 
administration so far. Others 
are  of the opinion th a t the 
lives of the people are only 
growing from bad to worse. If 
you subscribe to this, what do 
you th ink  is the cause?

F irs t o f  a ll, it is 
u n fo rtu n a te  tha t we 
N igerians w ere eag^r for 
dem ocracy. We got 
democracy but we are worst 
off for it. It’s unfortunate that 
jwe have a party in power that 
has no program m e at all. 
E\ erything the government of 
today is doing in my opinion 
is an ad-hoc arrangem ent. 
They have never studied...I 
think they were forced by the 
military to come to power. 
They are reluctant leaders 
hence they are without any 
concrete policy. The APP has 
given them  the benefit o f  
doubt knowing fully well that 
m ost o f  the  b ig  m en  in  
g overnm ent are m ilita ry  
o ffice rs  and because  we 
believe in dem ocracy, we 
allowed them and gave them 
a period of grace to see if they 
can be converted to became 
democrats and that they will 
come out with a programme 
for the  peop le . But 
unfortunately, up till today, 
they have nothing to offer. We 
have suggested several times, 
through the media that the 
economic situation o f  this 
country has worsened and is 
worsening by the day. They 
d o n ’t lis ten . We have 
discussed agriculture, we told 
them  w hat to do, yet they 
ignored it until th is rainy 
season  b efo re  the 
governm en t dec id ed  to 
subsidise fertiliser when it 
was too  la te . The ra iny  
season, has already started. I 
do not know when they will 
bring the fertiliser to enable 
out farmers use them. May be 
the fertiliser will be for next 
year. We have talked about 
this privatisation, they don’t 
listen. So when you say what 
we suggest, the only thing we 
jean suggest to the electorate 
is for them to wait and be 
de te rm ined  tha t next 
dispensation, they will reject 
these reluctant leaders at the 
polls. This is the only thing 
we can say.

Some political
associations are springing 
up dem anding for 
registration as political 
parties, because they feel the 
political parties have failed to 
deliver the goods. What is 
your view on the registration 
of those associations?

APP has said it several 
times...democracy is choice 
given to the electorate the 
freedom to choose what they 
want. Political associations

2003: Nigeria must not 
vote unwilling leaders -Ali

The National Chairman o f  All People’s Party (APP), Alhaji Yusuf A li was in Benin 
City recently to inaugurate the newly elected executive committee o f  the All Peoples 
Party in the state. Daily Trust reporter in Benin City, Shehu Abubakar had an exclusive 
interview with the National Chairman who spoke on the registration o f  new political 
parties, the performance o f  state governors, the cross carpeting o f  political appointees 
and many other serious national issues. Excerpts:-
were given the opportunity to in states like Edo, following the N igeria  P olice  is

the recent a ttack  on form er pow erless. You do not
Vice P re s id e n t, A d m ira l n ecessarily  condem n the
A ugustus A ikhom u (rtd ). police because the police are

seek registration in 1999. 
There were guidelines and 
two associations passed the 
te s t w hile  the th ird  w as 
aw arded  reco g n itio n , 
because the military were too 
sympathetic towards AD and 
they gave them registration. 
Today any associations that 
passes the test like we did 
should be registered . But 
there must be guidelines and 
a test like what was done to 
other previous associations.

What is your assessment 
of APP governors compared 
to th e ir  colleagues in the 
PDP?

We are in the process of 
show ing  to N ig erian s, 
th rough  A IT w hat our 
governors have achieved. 
Also last week, I said what 
the minister o f  information 
and national orientation is 
doing should be done all over 
the country. That is, should 
not be limited only to the PDP 
states. I think when that is 
done, Nigerians will be able 
to see what our governors 
have achieved. We have also 
asked the media if they can 
on their own go out and see 
and com pare, w hat our 
g overno rs have done in 
relations to other governors 
in th is country . I th ink  
everybody w ill know that 

, APP is a serious party and 
they  are se rio u s in 
governance. Take for example 
even in Edo State today, the 
best local government area is 
being run by the APP. So that 
is Edo only, and just one local 
government area. And if  you 
go to other states, you will 
see what we have done. We 
are not a fra id . We w ant 
people to go and see. We 
have a state that has never 
borrowed one dollar or naira. 
And go and compare them 
w ith  the states tha t have 
borrow ed billions and see 
what they have done. So we 
are not afraid, we would like 
people to go and see what we 
are doing, and compare it with 
o th e r sta tes . I am sure 
Nigerians will know that APP 
is much, much better and a 
serious political party than 
the rest.

Sir, thuggery was one of 
the reasons for the failure of 
the Second Republic. This 
bad omen is repeating itself

Alh. Yusuf A li
Don’t you perceive danger if 
such things are allowed to 
continue?

It is the most unfortunate 
thing that can happen. I think 
peop le  shou ld  have to 
understand and respect our 
p a s t leaders. A dm iral 
Aikhomu was a vice president 
in this country. I think for that 
a lo n e^eo g l^ sh o u l^ rcsg ec^

not equipped. The police are 
not paid salaries on time and 
as at when due. The police 
have no quarters; they have 
no transportation system; no 
equipment and the police lack 
any form o f communication 
equipm ent. Every blessed 
day, you hear o f  robbery  
attacks in this country and 
you hear that men o f the force

“The Nigerian Constitution forbids cross 
carpeting and this is because of the experiences 
of the First Republic. That was one of the reasons 
that made the republic collapse. And that was why 
it was put in the constitution. But the most 
unfortunate thing is that the defenders o f the 
constitution are the people encouraging this sort 
of thing. ”_______________________________
him. It is for that reason that I 
went to sympathise with him 
but unfortunately, he was not 
in  tow n. It is the  m ost 
unfortunate thing that can 
happen and is what we have 
warned against. And if  you 
look at it, the danger that is 
being forced on people o f the 
lack o f  seriousness o f  the 
federal government, is that 
states mostly in the south, are 
having their own army or 
police, simply because they 
want to attack opponents and

being  k illed  and nothing 
happens to their family. Even 
if  you condemn the police for 
certain actions, you have to 
sympathise with them on the 
way they are being treated in 
this country. Now the danger 
o f  this sort o f  thing is that the 
local government elections 
that are going to be held under 
state governments may spell 
doom for Nigeria. Unless the 
federa l governm en t is 
determined to maintain law 
and o rd er in  the coun try

otherwise, it is going to be 
very, very dangerous.

How do you envisage the 
ability of the Independent 
N a tio n a l E le c to ra l 
C o m m iss io n  (IN E C ) to  
successfully organise and 
c o n d u c t f re e  an d  f a i r  
elections.

I d o n ’t th ink  INEC is 
incapab le  o f  conducting  
election. I believe that they 
were intimidated and were so 
confused or one-sided in the 
case o f  the last by-election in 
Kebbi state. I was in Kebbi 
and I saw w hat happened 
and the only think I can say 
is I hope they have learnt a 
lesson. But let us not think 
for one day that INEC is 
going to  be honest and 
independent. What we told 
them was that the only time 
they can be independent is 
when they are able to get their 
subvention directly from the 
p arliam en t or from  the 
accountant-general like the 
judiciary, so that they are not 
under the um brella o f  the 
government o f  the day. As 
long as the funds will have to 
come from the president and 
the president has a party, they 
will try and use INEC in one 
way or the other. So we told 
INEC that unless they are 
independen t, and unless 
they are bold, they will mar 
this democratic experiment. 
APP has warned INEC that 
unless they are impartial, we 
are determined to protect the 
votes o f the electorate and 
that is a duty we owe to 
Nigerians and we intend to 
carry our that duty.

INEC said they would like 
to update the voter’s register. 
Do you support that and how 
ready  is the APP fo r the  
exercise?

We are ready. We w ill 
mobilise Nigerians to go and 
register. We will appeal to 
every Nigerian, 18 years and 
above to go and register. We 
will make that appeal not only 
to our supporters, but to all 
Nigerians because you never 
can tell who is going to be 
your supporter. So we will 
urge all Nigerians through the 
m edia  and  th rough  local 
campaigns to register. If a man 
today doesn’t support any 
political party or even if  he 
has sympathy towards PDP 
before the elections, you may

be able to convince him to 
come and vote for you before 
the next elections instead o f 
voting for PDP or AD. So v s. 
are going all our to wor-. 
assist INEC to make sure th a- 
we have people who h a \e  
registered.

W hat is the position of tin 
APP on the cross-carpeting 
of elected politicians from on< 
p a r ty  to  th e  o th e r  as is 
happening today in all tiers 
of government?

It is not APP’s position I 
is the Nigerian constitution 
The N igerian C onstitu to r 
forbids cross carpeting an 
th is  is because  o f  t 
ex periences o f  the F irs1 
Republic. That was one o f th<. 
reasons tha t m ade t 
republic collapse. And th. 
was why it was put in th. 
constitution. But the m ov 
unfortunate thing is that tf 
defenders o f  the constitute 
are the people encouragr 
this sort o f thing. It is v er» 
unfortunate and I think the 
fo rget th a t they  are t ■ 
defenders o f the constituti 
They are supposed Xo be, 
they are the people break i . 
the constitution at will. Th . . 
are so many things that tv 
government has done whi. r 
are co n tra ry  to the 
constitution o f  this coun: 
They have broken it w 
impunity and they don’t se 
to know that hey have dor 
d isservice to the court 
They are only thinking c 
what will be their gains ni' •* 
But they fo rget tha t th a - 
constitution is supreme 
they break it at will. There 
so many things that PDP 
doing which are agains- 
constitution o f Nigeria 
because  APP has ken ' 
quiet.. .we kept quiet sim" 
because we want to ers 
that democracy survives 
this country. I can tell > 
there are so many things 
PDP has done so many 
P residen t h im se lf  
contravened the constitu 
several times.

So, w hat next?
As I said earlier, we . 

giving him a long rope t . 
if  he can learn what is ca. . 
democracy and what is cal . 
constitu tion . It is not 
army rules and regulation s 
is the constitu tion  o f  the 
people. But unfortuna*. 
think he is still thinking ab> 
the m ilita ry  m ore t hi n 
civilians. But I am glad tha: 
the minister o f  informa 
and national orientation hj> 
s ta rted  o rien ta tin g  the 
president because the\ t>' e 
removed the word ‘genera 
from his titles now. The> are 
now calling him chief. So that 
is part o f  the orientation 1 
hope they will do that for him 
to learn the constitution of 
Nigeria and to respect it
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I N S I D E  P O L I T I C S
Group opposes party 
registration by INEC

^ —7  • /  prisoners, including those await

T:
A s opposition to the reg- 

/ \  istration of new political 
J .  \^ > a rtie s  continue to 
mount, the Electoral Reform 
Network (ERN), an advocacy 
group o f thirty-two (32) civil 
organisations has canvassed for 
the non-registration of any party 
seeking to contest election by 
INEC.

Rather, the group in a state­
ment made available to Daily 
Trust, said INEC should be lim­
ited principally to the registra­
tion of voters and the conduct of 
elections in Nigeria.

According to the statement 
signed by Mr. O lawale 
Fapohunda of Legal Research 
Consortium; Mr. Edetaen Ojo of 
Media Rights Agenda and Tom 
Adanbara of the Law Group, 
equally kicked against the condi­
tions set by INEC for the regis­
tration of political parties.

The body said the conditions 
were “too stringent and in excess 
of the peoples’ right to freely 
assemble and associate.”

Similarly, the Network op­
posed the passage of the elec­
toral bill now before the National 
Assembly, stressing that the bill 
if passed into law in its original 
form will stultify the democratic 
process, while the powers INEC 
is seeking to be conferred on it in 
the bill are too excessive.

Furtherm ore, the group 
stated that the payment o f regis­
tration or merger fees as stipu­
lated by INEC in the bill, includ­
ing the payment o f nomination 
fees by candidates will lead to 
the monetisation o f the political 
process.

By Henry Omunu

It equally asked the National 
Assembly, not to empower 
INEC to approve or disapprove 
the merger of political parties, 
saying that the electoral law must 
make provisions for public offi­
cials on election duty to vote on 
election day.

The group further canvassed 
for the reservation of 30 percent 
o f all elective positions for 
women and the formulation of 
guidelines to enable convicted

prisoners, including those await­
ing trial to vote in all elections.

In justifying the need for a 
total overhaul o f the electoral 
process, the ERN said past 
guidelines, which regulated the 
electoral process in the country 
as being imposed.

“The guidelines which regu­
lated elections into various lev­
els of government in the present 
dispensation, has been widely 
criticized as being too restrictive, 
thereby inhibiting popular par­
ticipation, which is the hallmark 
of democracy,” the group ob­
served.

I he Odenigbo Forum, a 
Pan-Igbo Cultural Asso­
ciation, has vowed to be­

gin a nationwide campaign to­
wards ensuring a second term for 
President Olusegun Obasanjo.

C hief Martin Okeke, the 
association’s President-General, 
who led members of the Forum 
on a visit to the Minister o f State 
for Communications, Alhaji 
Adekunle Haruna-Elewi, said 
every effort would be made to 
ensure the return of President 
Obasanjo to complete “the good 
work” he has started.

“As it was in 1999, we have 
again declared our support for 
Mr. President and we are speak­
ing loud and clear that he should 
go for a second term,” Chief 
Okeke said.

2003: Igbo Forum 
roots for Obasanjo

By Hassan Idris
He said President 

Obasanjo’s return in 2003 would 
ensure “steady infastructural 
development, the complete re­
habilitation of roads and indus­
tries, the stabilisation of power 
supply throughout the country, 
and putting the country on the 
road of steady growth and de­
velopment.”

To achieve its aim, Chief 
Okeke said the association has 
raised zonal offices across the 
country and would soon begin 
house to house mobilization of

Igbos.
Alhaji Haruna-Elewi, ■ 

praising the courage o f the 
ciation in supporting gooc1 
ership, urged all well-me.: 
Nigerians to sustain the go-k 
extended to the Obasanjo go 
ment for enduring democrat 
rapid development of the na i

The minister scored the 
emment high on improvem. 
telephone density, eradicat: 
poverty, road rehabilitation 
ter supply, rural electrifu 
and improvement in interna 
confidence.

We will make party registration simple -  Senator Girei
TVto \Ta fm no1 AcepmKK/ to * --------------- * -------------  1   . . . .  . ^  . c ir\n  V>*r1 AtVipnwicp I ’n m i •

:

Dr. Guobadia

Ihe National Assembly is 
disposed to making the 
registration of new politi­

cal parties as simple as possible, 
the Vice Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Environment, 
Alhaji Abubakar Girei has said.

The Senator who gave the 
hint in an interview with Daily 
Trust in Kaduna over the week­
end said although ttje upper 
House in principle believes that 
it is more advantageous to have 
few parties, they would not deny 
or prevent people from exercis­
ing their constitutional rights to

From Ibrahim Dan Halilu,
in Kaduna

Odili gives recipe for 
survival of democracy
G overnor Peter Odili of 

Rivers State has said 
that the survival of de­

mocracy in the country depended 
Provisions of the Bill which j  on harmony between the con-

declare that decisions of INEC 
on the qualification of candidates 
and on the registration of parties 
cannot be challenged in any court 
of law, are unconstitutional and 
undemocratic,” the ERN added.

stituents and their elected repre­
sentatives at all levels o f gover­
nance.

Odili made this statement in 
Port Harcourt when he received 
the Special Adviser to the Presi-

LG chairman urged to 
abide by three years tenure
T  ocal government chair­

m en have been ad- 
E t0 solve the ir

clamour for a four-year ten­
ure and abide by the three- 
year tenure 1999 constitution 
under which were elected.

A chairmanship aspirant 
in Ogun State under the um-. 
brella o f  the Peoples Demo­
cratic Party (PDP), Alhaji Ali 
Adelani, gave the advice.

In an interview with the 
Daily Trust, the aspirant said, 
“three years is enough for any 
on the lives o f people o f  his 
area.”

His words; “What is in 
the co n stitu tio n  is th ree 
years. Until that constitution 
is amended for the chairmen 
of four years, which is yet to 
be approved. The constitu­
tion is yet to be amended to 
pave w ay for a four-year 
term.”

The former Sole Adminis­
trator o f the former Remo Lo­
cal Government, which com­
prises, Sagamu, Ikenne and

From Olumide Bajulaiye,
in Abeokuta

Remo North, disclosed that he 
has spent a year and a half in 
office with laudable achieve­
ments, adding that, “on my 
last day in office, I commis­
sioned thirteen (13) projects 
in a d ay /’ Three years are 
therefore enough for a seri­
ous person. He should be 
able to show something tan­
gible?”

He opined that for any 
council boss to really perform 
at the grassroot level, he must 
make agriculture his priority.

Commenting on the need 
to have state electoral com­
missions, Alhaji Adelani said 
it was a good development, 
but added that members of 
such commissions should be 
“men of integrity and people 
who are completely aloof from 
politics.

dent on National Assembly, 
Alhaji Aminu Wali, at govern­
ment house Port-Harcourt.

He said that co-operation be­
tween the two groups would as­
sist in the sustenance of democ­
racy and systematic development 
of the country.

“When there is disharmony 
at the highest level, the effects 
will trickle down to the 
grassroots. “This does not help 
in the grooming of the nation’s 
new democratic experience,” the 
governor said.

Odili commended the special 
adviser for “the new air of co­
operation and harmony between 
the National Assembly and the 
executive arm.

“This is very important for 
the nation,” he said, describing 
the special adviser’s post as es­
sential and critical to the success 
of democracy in the country.

The governor expressed sat- 
isfaction with the special 
adviser’s initiative for embarking 
on an enlightment campaign tour 
of the political zones in the coun­
try, urging him to continue to 
propagate the ideals of democ­
racy.

Earlier, Wali had said that the 
essence of the tour was “to in­
form, sensitise and educate the 
constituents on their responsi­
bilities to their representatives 
and vice-versa.

He said that the people must 
be part of the system by partici­
pating actively in governance “so 
that we can defend democracy 
now and in the future.”

Wali said that once the elec­
torate identify with the system 
and understand how it operates, 
“no adventurer will come and get 
away with anything because we 
will all come together to protect 
it.”

free association if they wish to 
form political parties.

He said that Nigerians are ex­
pressing fears over proliferation 
of parties, simply because de­
mocracy is in its formative stage 
in the country, pointing out that 
even in advanced democracies 
like the United Kingdom, they 
have many political parties 
though only few of them get to 
be popular.

It is because we are at the 
formative stage of our democ­
racy that we are experiencing this 
fear. Otherwise if we have over 
100 parties, it will not be a prob­
lem,” he said.

Senator Girei who noted that 
the electoral process may be ex­
tremely difficult to handle at the 
initial state however, emphasized 
that it is in the nation ‘s best in­
terest to allow people to exer­
cise their constitutional rights, 
adding “with time some of the 
po litical parties will sieve 
through electoral process. In the 
end only two or three will come 
to stay. Then we will be able to 
stabilize and nurture our democ­
racy because they have been able 
to come through the normal and 
natural process.”

The senator, who said that 
he was hoping to see new par­
ties registered before the next lo­
cal government election, ex­
plained that the PDP stands to 
gain more with the registration 
of new parties than with the three 
existing parties.

“As a member of the PDP, I

strongly believe it is only 
through the registration of new 
political parties that we will be 
able to have stability, peace and 
even sanity because all those 
who are disgruntled within PDP

Senator Girei
will be able to find a safe exit 
where they could go and carry 
out their business without be­
ing an obstacle to our party’s 
progress,” he affirmed.

He described the recent 
statement attributed to Presi­
dent Obasanjo’s Senior Special 
Adviser on Inter-Party Rela­
tions, Senator Mahmud Waziri, 
to the effect that new parties will 
not be registered as a personal 
opinion of the former SDP presi­
dential aspirant.

“ I don’t believe Mahmud 
Waziri is speaking the mind of 
the government. He must be 
speaking his own personal opin­
ion and he is entitled to his opin­
ion,” Senator Girei stressed.

On the issue o f self-succes­

sion bid, otherwise know • 
“Tazarce" in some parts ot n . 
country, Senator Girei sai 
issue o f succession from one 
vilian or democratic govern 
to another has always beer 
bane of the politics o f the 
try and preferred what h< 
scribed as the simplest sol .1 
to the resurgence o f the pher 
enon.

According to Senator ( nr 
the best solution to the p~i r 
is for the nation to endorse a sr. 
term of four to five years ! 
executive at local, state anc 
tional levels and adopt a v 
able rational formular tha 
give each zone the oppc n 
to produce a candidate for 
positions.

He said that after pni. 
the system for about thre 
cades and Nigerians are > 
rotate the presidency to a 
six geo-political zones in the 
try and thereafter, achieve 
stability in the nation ‘s 
politics, then they can rev 
the normal constitutiona 
tional way of practising dem v 
racy worldwide.

“But for now considen 
winner-takes-all attitude 
gerians and considering the - 
ity of most politicians to a 
defeat at the polls, cons iior 
even the fact that elections 
hardly free and fair, I thin► 
best bet is to have a single it 
of four to five years for exec ui 
positions, while the leg s at 
arms could continue to ha\ 
terms,” he added.

Speaker House o f  Representatives, Alh. Ghali N a ’Abba and his deputy, Prince Chibu _ 
Nwuche sharing a po in t at a function  organised by the H ouse before it went on  m  
recentlyt. Pix By Felix Oni* unae
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FG decries unavailability of 
insecticide-treated bednets
T he Minister o f  Health, 

Prof. Alphonsus Nwosu 
has reg istered  the 

d ispleasure o f  the Federal 
Government at the low reaction 
o f manufacturers and importers 
o f net and insecticide to the 
demands for increased supply 
of Insecticide Treated Bedwets 
(ITNs).

Addressing a workshop on 
Malaria Control in A&uja last 
week, the m inister said 
P resident O basanjo is 
committed to ensuring that the 
scourge of malaria is reduced in 
our communities and has vowed 
to provide free insecticide 
treated nets (ITNs) to under-five 
children and pregnant women.

“He has father directed that 
by July 2002, these target 
groups should be sleeping under 
the insecticide treated nets. 
Considering that the total 
population of children under five 
years old are (24 million) and 
pregnant women (3 million) will 
need 15-16 million ITNs over 
the next one year, that is an 
estimated one million ITNs will 
be needed every month. The 
challenge is for partners and 
stakeholders to comply with the 
above directive,” Prof. Nwosu 
said.

A ccording to him, 
manufactures and importers of 
nets and insecticides despite the 
agreement reached with the 
ministry last October, have not 
been able to make available the

Stories by Ikenna Emeka 
O kpani

required number of ITNs.
Prof. Nwosu said current 

data from recently completed 
Roll-Back-Malaria Monitoring 
& Evaluation exercise showed a 
very low level of usage of ITNs.

“About 11.4% of under five 
slept under bednets the night 
preceding the survey while 0.9%

health minister said, in line with 
government Poverty Alleviation 
Programme, it has encouraged 
manufactures to produce and 
make nets and insecticides 
available to com m unities 
through incentives.

Such incentives include 
reduced tariffs and waived taxes 
aimed at reducing the price of 
the nets. However, he said, with 
the assistance of partners, the 
federal government will soon

commence the promotion of 
generic ITNs to further prime 
the m arket and stim ulate 
demands.

P rof Nwosu expressed 
optimism that N igeria shall 
celebrate the reduction of the 
scourge of malaria in Nigeria by 
the year 2010 in line with Abuja 
Declaration and keeping the 
mid-term goals in mind for now.

“We have an enormous task 
ahead of us and all efforts must 
be harnessed to enlighten the 
populace on the cause, treatment 
and prevention of malaria it is 
our joint responsibility to see 
that our children no longer suffer 
or die from m alaria,” Prof. 
Nwosu said.

Expertsidmtifyset-backto roMack-inalaria
T Ihe National Training for 

Trainers Workshop on 
R o l l -B a c k -M a la r ia  

(RBM) organised by the federal 
m inistry o f health in 
collaboration with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
aim ed at im proving case 
management of malaria in Nigeria 
has ended in Abuja with 
participants noting that lack of 
awareness of the national policy 
on malaria case management due 
to poor access to the policy was 
responsible for inadequate 
information in the system.

The experts observed that 
non-uniform ity and often

South Africa: 23 percent of pregnant 
women test positive to AIDS

R

Prof. A.B.C. Nwosu

slept under insecticide treated 
bednets. 29.5% of above five 
years population slept under 
bednet the night preceding 
survey while only 0.7% used 
insecticide treated nets. 20.4% 
of pregnant women slept under 
bednet the preceding night of 
interview,” he said.

To improve the situation, the

eports from  South 
Africa say 23 percent 

.o f  pregnant women 
in that country have tested 
positive for the Acquired 
Immune D eficiency Syn­
drome (AIDS).

South A frica  and its 
n e ighb o u rin g  cou n tries  
acco rd ing  to s ta tis tic s  
accoun t fo r m ore than  
sixteen (16) most affected 
African countries. The list in 
order o f number o f infected 
people include Botswana, 
Swaziland, Zimbabwe and 
Lesotho.

Others are Zambia, South 
Africa, Nam ibia, M alawi, 
K enya, C en tra l A rab

Republic and Mozambique.
Others include Jibouti, 

B urund i, R w anda, Cote 
d ’lvore and Ethiopia.

New facts from UNAID 
indicate that over 30 million 
people are infested with HIV 
all over the world, 7,000 
people contact the disease 
everyday while 2.6 million 
people contact it every year. 
Out O f these number, Africa 
accounts for 1.7 m illion  
infections every year.

However, it is hoped that 
with the legal battle won by 
South Africa over patent to 
p roduce  low cost 
an tire tro v ira l d rugs, 
following the withdrawal of

pharmaceutical companies 
involved, the country will 
now move to manage the 
pandemic.

But experts say the best 
control for HIV/AIDS will be 
education  o f  the m asses 
about the disease. In a recent 
survey, U nited  N ations 
Children Fund (UNICEF) 
found that 51 percent o f girls 
aged between 15 to 19 in 
South Africa did not know 
that som eone w ho looks 
healthy can be infected with 
HIV and transmit it to them.

UNICEF evolves new strategy for reducing infant mortality
y—  ̂ iiw if’CE ™ u / r c u c  O V  . . O  Vhe UNICEF repre­

sentative in Nigeria, Dr. 
Christian Voumard has 

rolled out a new strategy by his 
fund known as Women and 
Children -  Friendly Health 
Services (WCFHS) which he 
said was a new collaborative 
partnership to reduce maternal, 
neonatal, infant, and child 
morbidity/mortality in Nigeria.

“To make for this close 
in tegration o f  approaches, 
UNICEF has already begun the 
collaboration with the federal 
ministry o f health and other 
partners. “Only two weeks ago, 
we supported an advocacy 
event, initiated by the First 
Lady of Nigeria, Chief (Mrs.) 
Stella Obasanjo at which the

working document on WCFHS 
was accepted as an appropriate 
conceptual framework, towards 
achieving reduction of maternal, 
neonatal and child mortality in 
Nigeria,” the representative who 
was speaking in Abuja recently 
said.

He called on all stakeholders 
to participate in and eventually 
own the initiative because as he 
said, donor-driven initiatives 
have only fixed term values, 
adding that it was necessary to 
ensure that “WCFHS takes root, 
grows steadily and produces 
multiplier effects in Nigeria.

According to him, to ensure 
maintenance of standards for 
long-term sustainability and 
credibility , UNICEF will

encourage and support periodic 
re-assessment of the services in 
the Women and Children- 
Friendly health services.

“To this end we need to 
have in place, quickly, genuine 
tools for monitoring the impact 
and progress of WCFHS, and for 
providing feedback from the 
grassroots for further fine-tuning 
of implementation strategies,” 
Dr. Voumard said.

On what he called justified 
concern about HIV/AIDS, the 
representative advocated urgent 
need to evolve sustainable 
strategies for preventing mother- 
to-child transmission o f the 
virus.

Dr. Voumard said the world 
health assem bly has urged Kofi Annan, UN Sec. Gen.

member states to access the 
scientific evidence on the 
balanced risk o f HIV trans­
mission through breastfeeding 
compared with the risk of not 
breastfeeding, adding that 
increased accessib ility  to 
voluntary and confidential 
counselling and testing was 
needed to facilitate provision of 
inform ation and inform ed 
decision making.

“Feeding the baby 
exclusively with colostrums at 
birth, followed by constant and 
unrestricted breastfeeding that 
excludes all other foods and 
drinks, ensure optim al 
development of the organs and 
tissues, blood, brain and bones 
of the child,” he said.

inappropriate case manageire 
with reference to the nation 
policy and preponderate 
advertisement in the media r 
are in potential conflict v 
prompt treatment of malaria d- 
advocated by the RBM * 
unacceptable.

Furthermore, low leve 
knowledge among care give:' 
the appropriate initial actior 
the home management of mal.. 
and poor access and low lev e 
utilization of insecticides trea 
nets were also observed.

Other problems the exp- 
identified include unsatisfar 
documentation and follow- j 
malaria cases by health won 
and low funding o f resea', 
related to malaria.

The participants advoc i 
increased dissem inatior 
inform ation on the m; 
control policy and other s 
to all healthcare provide- - 
stakeholders including 
establishment o f a We- 
review of training curricu a 
all cadres of health worV t 
reflect the current protoc 
R oll-B ack-M alaria R 
control strategies and per 
scientific conference ' 
w orkshops to update 
working knowledge of hej 
workers on appropriate 
management of malaria.

Monitoring and com 
commercial adverts tha 
prompt management of n 
and empowerment of car e 
on prompt, effective an 
home management of rr 
were also advocated.

The experts 
improved distribution of 1 Nv 
to increase availabilit 
access in all com m ur 
continuous effective me hi 
and evaluation o f the 
implementation and s; 
budgetary allocation ar t 
release of funds for ma a 
research.

The goal o f the v.. ■ 
according to a commune u 
the end of the four days trs - n* 
is to orientate and equir 
professionals with 
protocols for RBM ! 
malaria case managen d
control strategies and t e
them extend the trait 
zonal, state and LG A le

Twenty-four p a 'r 
among whom were cor- - oil 
physicians and 
physicians from ten 
secondary health i r '  
from all the geo-polr 
and facilitators who v. ba
the national consul tar m
the geo-political zon.-

~W~ ast week the year 2001 
M  World B reastfeed ing  

J L J  Week started with a press 
conference and presentation o f  
awards and certificates to baby- 
fr iend ly  hospitals and local 
governm ents. Ganye local 
government in Adamawa State 
was one o f  the  local 
governments that got a prize for  
promoting breastfeeding. Our 
health  reporter IK EN N A  
EMEKA OKPANI spoke with 
the local governm en t 
chairm an, A lh a ji M usa  
Salami who was there to receive 
the prize. Excepts.

What is the level o f  health 
fa c ilit ie s  in  y v u r  local 
government?

Infact, health is my Priority. 
In my local government and as 
much as possible, I in my budget, 
both the previous and the 
present budget estimates allocate
alm ost the lion-share v>f the
budget to health programmes. 
So, in fact, the health facilities 
in my local government when I 
came into office were almost 
down at the lowest eb"b, then I

INTERVIEW

We need a model hospital - Ganye LG boss
T ctinuM  Qrv  * 4.:__________  *_______________________ V  nennle: in the: m e.trnnnlis andfelt I should reactivate them. So, 

in that light I tried as much as 
ppssible in conjunction with the 
state ministry of health and other 
donor agencies to see that some 
o f  the health facilities are 
provided in our health posts and 
clinics.

We w ould like to know  
what your local government is 
doing in the area o f  W F  and 
CSM which we understand has 
often been rampant over there 
due to the intensity o f  heat 
sometimes in the year?

Yes, most especially with 
regard to the meningitis affair. 
When the season comes, that is, 
during the hot season, we 
enlighten the people Oft the 
ways to have enough ventilation. 
While sleeping there should be 
no overcrowding. There should 
be cross-ventilation and that

most of the times our structures, 
where we live are in mud houses, 
so we encourage them to have 
windows as cross ventilations 
so as to avoid the spread of 
meningitis. With regard to the 
W F , normally in this part of 
the country, young girls get 
married early enough so in the 
process they have such types 
of disease. So in that line, we 
have been trying as much as 
possible to appeal to our parents 
to allow  the ir children to 
“mature” before getting married 
because some people claim that 
it is a religious obligation while 
it is not true. They are 
misunderstanding the religious
point o f  view.

It is when a child is ready 
and is mature to marry that you 
get them into marriage so we try 
to encourage and enlighten the

people on a later part of marriage 
rather than early part o f 
marriage.

You are a recipient o f  this 
award, what are the problems 
facing your local government 
in the area o f  healthcare?

Being a recipient is not a 
surprise to me because in this 
part o f our country we are used 
to breastfeeding. So I am not 
surprised, I am a recipient 
however with the coming of 
western education some people 
try to borrow some behaviour , 
that are foreign to ours. Like they 
think if they breastfeed, they are 
going to grow old in time. That 
it is an old method, all this and 
that we try as much 43 possible 
to enlighten them on the use and 
advantage of breastfeeding. So 
we have little problem with

people in the metropolis and the 
big towns in the local 
government but for the villages 
the enlightment has gone straight 
forward and is simple.

How would you describe 
the level o f  im m uniza tion  
against polio by the National 
Programme on Immunization 
in your local government and 
what kind o f  support do you  
give them to reach the remotest 
part o f  the area?

The National Programme on 
Im m unization in my local 
government has been so effective 
that if you go to every nook and 
cranny of the local government, 
ask a small boy what is NPI or 
EPI, he would quickly tell you
it is immunization against the
killer diseases.

My local government has 
tried as much as possible to

purchase some mater , 
motorcycles, bicycles 
personnel go into the 
part o f the local go\ err 
get children immunized j;:ai 
the killer diseases.

Is there anythin? »t>l 
want the federa l mim 
health to do to improve 
o f  healthcare deliver* 
local government?

Yes, I would like t 
the federal govemr 
much as possible and 1 
w hat I w ill call 
inspectorate divisi-'- • 
make sure that some 
facilities for safe-di 
effective delivery 21. 
so that the ministr. 
should in conjunctK' 
other -donor agen 
UNICEF, have a tthkv
for the local govern
to have it as a mode 
excellence.

Try of 
e Lvei
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Baby-friendly community 
initiative for launch today
I IL1 \/fini ctr\/ ,---------- -------=   = , ^The Federal Ministry of 

Health will launch its 
Baby-Friendly Commu­

nity initiative component at Old 
Karu village Abuja today. This 
programme is aimed at boosting 
breast feeding habits of nursing 
mothers through sensitisation on 
the importance of breastfeeding.

Urging stakeholders to start 
off this initiative in their com­
munities, the Minister of Health, 
Prof. Alphonsus Nwosu, who 
was speaking at the beginning of 
year 2001 World Breastfeeding 
week said master trainees and 
other health workers were mak­
ing enormous contributions in 
moving the programme at the 
health facility level.

“I urge you therefore to join 
hands with us to make our house­
holds and communities, baby- 
friendly. This posture will ensure 
ownership, sustainability, and ef­
fectiveness of intervention strat­
egies,” the minister said.

Prof. Nwosu pointed out 
that it was time to focus on fam­
ily/household level action for the 
survival, care and optimal devel­
opment of our future leaders, 
adding that our communities 
must be empowered to strengthen 
their participation  in 
programmes that will improve 
their well being.

Stories by Ikenna Emeka 
j________ Okpani |

“1 wish to assure all Nigeri­
ans o f this present 
administration’s commitment to 
improving the health and nutri­
tion ofNigerian children through 
the promotion, protection and 
support of breastfeeding in par­
ticular,” the health minister said.

To this end the minister an­
nounced that infant food manu­
facturers and importers who fail

to comply with the Nigeria code 
of marketing of breast milk sub­
stitute will incur the full wrath 
of the law.

At the occasion a set of one 
hundred and ninety-two (192) 
hospitals and maternity have 
distinguished themselves in the 
area of child survival and devel­
opment were recognized and des­
ignated Baby-Friendly Hospi­
tals.

According to the Minister 
who was represented at the oc­

casion by the Minister of State, 
Dr. Amina Ndalolo, “Breast milk 
provides optimal nourishment, 
reduces the risks of diseases such 
as diarrhoea, respiratory tract in­
fection (including pneumonia), 
ear and urinary tract infection.”

For the mother, 
breastfeeding brings about re­
duced risk of ovarian and breast 
cancer, anaemia and lip fracture.

The theme for this year’s 
World Breastfeeding week cel­
ebration is, “Breastfeeding in the 
Information Age” this the Min­
ister said was chosen so that such 
technologies can be exploited to 
negatively impact on the life 
styles and consumption patterns 
undermining breastfeeding.

Spate of strikes in health sector worries minister
TI he spate of strike ac­

tions in the health sec­
tor is causing the Min­

ister o f H ealth, Prof. 
A lphonsus Nwosu great 
concern.

Speaking during the sign­
ing of agreement between the 
Federal Government and the 
Senior Staff Association of 
Universities, Teaching Hospi­
tals, Research Institutes and 
A ssociated Institu tions 
(SSAUTHRIAI), the Minister 
decried the constant strikes 
which have greeted him since 
he assumed office.

He said he does not want 
all the health Professional 
bodies to go on strike one af­
ter the other, adding that 
strike should not been seen 
as the only way to reach 
agreement with government 
on welfare of health profes­
sionals.

In the agreement signed 
by Mr. Ralph Adebo Adeniyi, 
President G eneral,
SSAUTHRIAI, and Sectoral 
Chairman Teaching/Specialist 
H ospitals Sector, Mr. 
Kingsley Agina Nwangwu for 
the union and Prof. Nwosu

for the Ministry, the union 
suspended its planned strike 
action.

This brings to three the 
number of strike actions, the 
Minister has witnessed since 
he assumed office six months

Population is our priority - Nwosu
T he Minister o f Health, 

Prof. Alphonsus Nwosu, 
yesterday said popula­

tion issue is a priority in Nigeria 
as uncontrolled population 
growth will prevent Nigerians 
from enjoying all the necessary 
infrastructure put in place by 
government.

Speaking at the National 
Stakeholders workshop on the 
review of the national popula­
tion policy held at Sheraton Ho­
tel and Towers, Abuja, Prof. 
Nwosu said Nigeria is ranked the 
most populous country in Af­
rica and is among the ten most 
populous countries in the world.

“The 1991 census enumer­
ated the Nigerian population at 
89 million persons. The esti­
mated population in the year 
2001 is about 118 million. Nige­
ria adds three million people to 
its population annually,” he said.

At that rate, the minister said 
the population of Nigeria would 
double in 24 years adding that 
Nigeria will have 118 million 
people more by 2024.

“This trend suggests that Ni­
geria would have to double its 
entire infrastructure for food pro­
duction, health services, educa­
tion, water supply, housing and 
energy in 24 years just to main­
tain today’s low standards of liv­
ing,” Prof Nwosu said.

According to Nwosu for 
there to be a meaningful socio­
economic development, eco­
nomic growth rate must be at 
least three times that of the popu­
lation growth rate. This, he said 
was a daunting task for a coun­
try where the Gross Domestic 
Product per capita is low.

Prof. Nwosu said the main 
objective of the workshop is to 
consider the feedback from ear­
lier zonal workshops and incor­
porate them into the draft before 
presenting it to the National 
Consultative Group on Popula­
tion for Development (NCGPD) 
for endorsement and subse­
quently to the National Assem­
bly for consideration and ap­
proval.

This process, the Minister

said will finaly produce a new 
population policy to be signed 
by President Obasanjo before the 
end of the year.

Promising that his ministry 
will renew its commitment to the 
implementation of the National 
Population policy and 
program m es, Prof. Nwosu 
pledged more political support 
and commited more resources to 
the implementation of the na­
tional programme.

Earlier in her welcome ad­
dress, the Minister of State for 
Health, Dr. Amina Ndalolo, said 
the Department of Community 
Development and Population 
Activities (DCDPA) was created 
in the ministry to pursue popu­
lation issues.

According to her, the depart­
ment has created more awareness 
and knowledge about family 
planning and population control.

She said the workshop rep­
resented the eighth process in the 
pursuit of a suitable population 
policy.

The Director, Hospital Services, Dr. Suileiman Sani (I) representing the Ministry o f  Health, 
I puts a word to the Progn

President Obasanjo

ago.
The first was that o f  the 

Nigeria Medical Association 
(NMA) which ended due to 
the in te rv en tio n  o f  co n ­
cerned  hea lth  leaders and 
President Obasanjo. Just last 
week, the National Associa­
tion o f Nigerian Nurses and 
Midwives (NANNM) called 
off its three-week strike action 
after signing an agreem ent 
with the association.

However negotiations be­
tw een the governm ent and 
these unions are not ended. 
The N igeria M edical A sso­
c ia tio n  w ho are a lread y  
threatening to embark on an­
other strike on the accusation 
o f  governm ent’s unserious­
ness with implementation o f 
their agreement were billed to 
meet with the health ministry 
last Monday while the Nurses 
and M idwives will continue 
their negotiations on Thurs­
day this week.

Prof. Nwosu had empha­
sized that he wished to solve 
all the problems in the health 
se c to r  so tha t N ig erian s 
would benefit from the health 
policies o f  government.

Part o f the solution would 
be what he called “construc­
tive engagem ent” o f  all the 
p ro fessiona l bod ies in the 
!lSalth Jpj^an.

HEALTH BIT
DO YOU KNOW?

1. That 1 -  2 million preventable deaths : 
to malaria are reported in sub-Saharan Afr; 
annually.

2. That more than 80% of health w orker 
at all levels are yet to undergo any recent trai: 
ing on malaria management update.

3. That 24 million Nigerians are under : 
years old.

4. That 3 million women are pregnant in N; 
geria.

5. That the number of health personnel p >. 
100,000 population in Nigeria is 18.5 for pn 
sicians; 66.1 for nurses; 10.4 for midwives am 
0.7 for dentist.

6. That “say yes for children” was launchc 
in London 20th April 2001.

7. That 2.6 million Nigerians are HIV/AID> 
positive with additional 6 persons contacting t 
disease every hour.

8. That the population of Nigeria will h 
236 million in the next 24 years at 2.9 perce 
per annum growth rate.

9. That, worldwide more than 33 million 
people had HIV/AIDS by April 1999 while ar 
other 14 million people had died.

10. That 16,000 new infections occur even 
day.

11. That 6 to 9 billion condoms are used e\ 
ery year.

12. That the average lifespan of a Niger;: 
is currently 4 9 - 5 1  years compared to aboi. 
71 years in Japan and Western Europe.

13. That Nigeria has the highest number 
deaths from road accidents in the world.

WHO to relocate office
T he W orld  H e a lth  

O r g a n i s a t i o n  
(W H O ) w ill soon 

relocate its regional office 
for A frica to the original 
base in Brazzaville, capital 
o f  the Republic o f  Congo, 
The H earald  newspaper re­
ported yesterday.

The report said that the 
first batch.of not more than 
20 m em bers o f  staff is ex­
pected to leave Harare for 
Brazzaville on October 1.

The W HO regional of­
fice for A frica w as re lo ­
cated to H arare after the 
outbreak o f  a civil w ar in 
the Republic o f  Congo in 
1997.

Since then, the W HO 
reg ional o ffice  has been 
temporarily based in Harare 
w ith  -the h eadquarters  at 
Parirenyatwa Hospital.

In an  in te rv iew  w ith

Prof. A.B.C. Nwosu 
Ebrahim  Sam ba dism i." 
speculation that the relcv 
tions was as a result o f  j"  
su re  from  som e w e s te T 
countries interested in i> 
lating Zimbabwe.

S a m b a , w h o  w as 
Brazzaville more than th 
weeks ago, said the secun 
situation in the Central A
can country had greatly r  

The H erald  ngwsgager on^ proved and the recent

f to mark this yt World Popu, 
j, .i n y

e Officer, UNFPA,Mr. r o W O fm o r in ^  in % news f f l t f f r y x f o  y ^ r d a j a w i t t i  she  la jM tH ig .u S u n ^ .  ^ e g j o r i t i o 'P ^ p f / ^ h t i n g  were
tpulation Day in Abuja._______'____________ Pix: FelixO nigbinde I with.NMA-  ̂ I D ire c to r  fo r , .^Africa,. exaggerated.
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Robbers snati 
N3m from Burea 

de change

B arely three wee- 
ter snatch ing  \   ̂
m illion  from 
mond Bank, Marina, L 

Island Branch, the ho<» 
over the w eekend p 
suprise visits to All-P 
Bureau De change at ‘ 
W alter C arrington S' 
Victoria Island and snat 
N3 million.

Daily Trust gathers 
one Alhaji Yusuf, ide­
as the proprietor o f the f 
cial house was shot arc 
ously wounded. Doci - 
now battling to save t  
in a private hospital.

Within the same pe- 
an o th er group o f  a r -  . 
hoodlums attacked th 'i 
gerians who were ret l  t 
from the United S tau - 
A m erica (U SA ) at 
Murtala Mohammed 
national airport and snat, 
N3,000 dollars from th 

One o f the victims 
robbery  Mr. M o-es 
Aowyemi, told the poi 
Oshodi that they lost 
valuable items to the ba: , - 
who posed as policenu 

Daly Trust further _ 
ered that within the s 
period ,arm ed  b a n d it ' a t­
tacked one Mr. Mike at i s 
and shot him severa time- 
after he had ran into the - 
trap.

He is now respond 
treatment in a private ho - 
tal.

Robbers shift

Sold and Guaranteed at: ■ A.S.D. MOTORS Kaduna, Abuja. •  MADUNKA MOTORS Kaduna. ■ OLUWALOGBON MOTORS Victoria Island, 1/u/a.
■ CFAO MOTORS Jjora (Lagos), Port-barmurt, Warn. ■ N.M .I. MOTORS Lagos, Kano, Abuja. ■ SCOA MOTORS Lagos, Kano, Port-barwurt, Warn.
■ A.C. OKOCHA MOTORS Abuja. ■ ABADAT MOTORS Abuja. " ASAO MOTORS Lagos. • M INGI MOTORS Port Harmurt
■ KAURA MOTORS Kaduna. ■ ROAD TRUCKERS Yaba (Lagos)._________________________________________________________________

Court halts operation to 
O shodi bus stop
Some gangs o f notori­

ous arm ed robbers 
have turned the popu­

lar Oshodi bus stop into an 
arena o f deadly operation.

They now dispossess in­
nocent people o f  their per­
sonal belongings at will.

Investigations relieved 
that the robbers often posi­
tion themselves at strategic 
areas at bus terminals pre­
tending to be travel-bound 
merchants waiting to board 
long-distance buses.

Preparatory to robbing 
unsuspecting people, they 
often round up potential tar­
gets with the aim o f dispos­
session them o f their belong­
ings.

Heaven help any persons

From Adclanwa Bamgber
__________ in Lagos_______

who ra ises  an a la r -  
matches, broken bottle 
other dangerous weap> 
often used to make th, 
son see the futility t >t 
testing or raising alarr 

Those who had 
victims o f  those evi, 
narrated their experiet 
Daily Trust.

Those w ho spc »■ 
Daily Trust and pleade 
rrymity include a se 
youth corpoer in Lago 

He said he was at 1 
around 6:00 pm., wait 
a bus going to Agege 
suddenly unknown p. 
splashed mud on his u;

As he made to insp .■ 
soiled clothes, som<_ 
pounced on him and c 
sessed him o f his n 
identity card and othe 
ables.

A Lagos based joi 
ists, Jim Taiwo said 1 . 
coming from Isolo ar 
about boarding a veh 
Ketu at about 7:00 p.m 
he was accosted by a _ 
of men numbering m e  . 
five.

“ In fact, my escape 
them was a miracle b. 
there was no body to 
me. the other people 
scene o f the robbery f , 
th e ir  dear liv e s ,” h 
counted.

PEUGEOT AUTOMOBILE NIGERIA LTD. PEUGEOT

Ozobia’s
A Lagos High Court 

has ordered that the 
N338 million theft 

charge ag a in st fo rm er 
Managing Director o f Niger 
Dock Pic. Dr. Victor Nnamdi 
Ozobia be dropped.

The tria l ju d g e , Mr. 
Justice Kassim Alagba made 
the order after listening to 
Chief G.O.K. Ajayi who on 
Thursday, August 2, 2001 
moved an ex-pase motion 
seek ing  to en fo rce  the 
fundam en ta l rig h ts  o f  
Ozobia.

Named as defendants in 
the ex-parte motion are the 
Chief Magistrate in charge of 
court one at Igbogere chief 
m ag istra te  C ourt, the 
com m issioner o f  Police,

Lagos State, the Attorney- 
General o f Lagos State and 
the Attorney-General of the 
Federation.

Having listened to Chief 
G .O .K . A jay i, Ju stice  
Alagbon granted leave to 
Ozobia to apply for “Judicial 
rev iew ” by w ay o f 
p ro h ib itin g  the C h ie f 
M agistrate C ourt one, at 
Igboseve  from  fu rther 
proceeding with trial o f the 
applicant.”

Ju stice  A lagba also 
ordered that the order shall 
serve as a stay  o f  all 
p ro ceed in g , in the  
m agistrate court pending 
hearing  and final 
determination o f the motion 
on notice.

trial
Ozobia was on June 13 

dragged  before  the 
magistrate court along with 
six others Nkoli Imwanya, 
N noli V incent, R hoda 
Ajibola, Isaac O. aninunwu, 
Alex Abayomi Williams and 
Justina E. Ebuniwe.

T hey w ere a lleged  to 
have June 1, 1999 at Niger 
D ock Pic A papa Lagos 
conspired to steal the sum o f 
N 173,956,629.93 property of 
Niger Dock Pic.

Specifically, Dr. Victor 
Nnam e O zobia and Isaac 
Anionwu were accused o f 
stealing $940,000 property o f  
N iger Dock Pic. They all 
pleaded not guilty.

At the resumed hearing 
on F riday , C h ie f  A jayi

Justice Muhammad Uwais CJN 
tendered the order and the 
tr ia l C h ie f  (M rs.) Ayo 
Odungbason adjourned the 
case sine dines (indefinitely).

In a similar development, 
one Deflis Okocha described 
as a former cashier o f the 
N iger D ock P ic was 
immediately arraigned for 
a lleg ed ly  s tea ling
N 173 ,956,629.95 from  
Nigeria Dock.

M r

parts
New  generation cars inclusive....

O rders delivered within 48 hours from local stock.

Quality guaranteed by Peugeot Automobile Nigeria Ltd.

Retail prices are as officially recommended by 

Peugeot Automobile Nigeria Ltd.

Available through Peugeot authorized distributors nationwide. 

Genuine Peugeot Parts.
Trust the genuine article.

STB-McCANN aapn 0121



438 FG retirees 
receive pension
A total o f438 cheques 

w ere presented to 
retired Federal Civil 

S ervants or th e ir 
rep resen ta tiv es  from  36 
m in is trie s  and ex tra- 
ministerial departments in 
Abuja on Thursday by the 
office o f the Head of Service 
of the Federation.

A ccord ing  -to the 
Permanent Secretary, office 
o f  e sb ta lish m en t and 
pensions, Dr. Aboki Zhawa, 
who held brief for the Head 
of Service, arrangements are 
in top  gear to m ake the 
exercise a part and percel of 
the civil service, with a view 
to m aking  paym ent o f  
pension  and g ra tu ity  as 
painless as possible.

“We intend to set a pace 
for our successors, there is a 
lot o f work to be done. We 
want to make it in such a way 
that once you retire, you go 
home and from there to the 
bank for your money,” he 
optimised.

Dr. Aboki Zhawa advised 
the recipients to utilise their 
money judiciously, warning 
them to avoid falling prey to 
419 tricksters. “Some of you 
are going to receive calls 
from anonymous callers. Be 
satisfied with what God has 
given to you. It is only God 
that can double your money 
for you , use it for your 
benefit,” he advised.

Dr. Zhawa pointed out 
that the office o f the Head of 
S erv ice had gone ex tra  
length to ensure the payment 
o f  the pensions and 
gratituties, despite noticeable 
p roblem s in m any cases.

By Austine Odo

This according to him, was 
done w ith  the hope o f  
making things less difficult 
and ensu ring  im proved 
welfare for retirees.

“We’ve waived a lot o f

A lhaji M ahm ud Yayale Ahm ed  

things, we went out o f our 
w ay to m ake sure that 
nobody continues to suffer, 
we even set up a task force, 
and I personally supervised 
the task  force every day. 
There was a lot o f problems, 
yet we tried to solve them, 
we even used photocopies 
where there were supposed 
to be th ree  files  for 
processing,” he said.

The permanent secretary 
pointed out that in doing all 
this, he was guided by the 
belief that it is better to raise 
cheques for a ghost worker 
than not raising any for a 
genuine retiree, hoping that 
if  one is raised for a ghost 
worker, it would be detected 
at the point o f  collection. The

Jiwa chief calls

The Chief o f Jiwa in 
the Federal Capital 
T errito ry  (FC T), 

A lhaji Id ris  M usa, has 
called on the government to 
provide his town with social 
amenities.

Speaking w ith D aily  
Trust at the weekend in his 
palace, the traditional ruler 
said h is tow n had  been 
neglected by the authorities 
charged  w ith  the 
responsibility o f providing 
such social amenities to the 
inhabitants o f the area.

He said  h is m ajor 
problem was the persistent 
shortage o f water which is 
causing untold hardships to 
the residents o f Jiwa and its 
environs.

“The w ater pipe that 
runs from Usuman Dam to 
the airport, passes through 
Jiwa town, yet it did not 
occur to the authorities to 
give m y sub jec ts  good 
water” he said.

He expressed
dissatisfaction with the on 
going  rese ttlem en t
programme, noting that the 
same exercise took place in 
1979 during  the

ad m in is tra tio n  o f  Gen. 
Olusegun Obasanjo, but that 
at the end o f the day, nothing 
came out o f  it.

current zeal o f  the Head of 
Service on pension matters 
is a m anifestation o f his 
rejection o f  the practice 
whereby some government 
agencies and parastatals 
display lukewarm attitude in 
th e ir  trea tm en t o f  
pensioners.

Alhaji Yayale had told

Chief Executives o f Federal 
Parastatals early last month 
that the Federal Government 
was becoming increasingly 
worried and frightened by the 
spate  o f  com plain ts  by 
pensioners over non-payment 
or d e lay  in paym ent o f  
pensions and gratuities.

He restated government’s 
resolve to improve the lot of 
re tired  pub lic  o fficers, 
s tre ss in g  tha t m ore still 
needed to be done in spite of 
recen t public
acknow ledgem ent o f  keen 
official interest in its pension 
administration system.

Safeguard dem ocracy, 
M inister advises A buja N BA
The Minister, Federal 

C ap ita l T errito ry  
(FC T ), Engr. 

M uham m ad A bba-G ana, 
has charged members of the 
N igerian Bar Association 
(NBA) to place the interest 
o f  the coun try  and her 
nascent democracy above 
every other consideration in 
the discharge of their duties.

Speaking in his office 
last week when members of 
the N atio n a l E xecu tive  
Committee o f the (NBA) 
paid him a courtesy visit, the 
m inister' stressed that all 
genuine and legal pursuits 
m ust firs t be w eighed  
against the overa ll w ell 
being o f the country.

Engr. Abba-Gana who 
emphasised the importance 
of the association, noted that 
justice and the rule o f law 
w ere in d ispensab le  
elements to the survival of 
any society. He said it was 
against this backdrop that 
the co n trib u tio n s o f  
members o f the NBA could 
be appreciated as people 
who are saddled with the 
task of ensuring an equitable 
society.

The m inister said the 
N BA  m ust at all tim es, 
cham pion the course o f  
dem ocracy and exercise 
p a trio tic  d isc re tio n  in

By Emmanuel Ande

accep ting  b rie fs  as some 
cases which though may be 
logical on the surface, may 
not be healthy for the polity.

He w arned  against 
advocacy  devoid  o f  
consc ience  and good 
intention which he said would 
only tamper with our bond of 
unity as a nation adding that 
justice which does not stand 
the test o f  time serves the 
society no good.

The FCT minister further 
stressed that government was 
on course o f  substainably 
entrenching democracy in the 
country, pointing out that at 
all levels, government would 
continue to enlist the support 
o f members o f the NBA.

He also announced the 
approval for the association’s 
request for a plot o f land for 
the co n stru c tio n  o f  its 
na tional h ead q u arte rs  in 
Abuja.

Earlier in his address, the 
President o f NBA, Okocha, 
O.C. J. Esq. explained that the 
NBA  is the um brella  
ogrnaisa tion  for all legal 
practitioners in Nigeria and 
that its goals were geared 
towards the promotion and 
preservation o f  the interest o f 
the legal profession.

From left, Head o f  Civil Service o f  the Federation, Alhaji M ahm ud Yayale Ahmed, M inister o f  State fo r  Justice, 
Hon. M usa Elayo and Secretary to the Government o f  the Federation, C h ief Ufot Ekaette, at a recent Federal 
Executive Council Meeting held at the State House. Abuia. t>:'“  v  J t  -
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Dissatisfaction 
increases over Nyanya 

Keffi road project

D isturbed by the slow 
pace o f  w ork 
on the Nyanya- Keffi 

road, residents o f Abuja are 
now calling on government 
to revoke the contract and re­
award it to a more competent 
construction company.

Some o f  the residents 
who spoke to Daily Trust 
maintained that the company 
(S e traco ) is yet to  start 
serious work on the accident- 
prone road, which was the 
m ain reason  w hy 
governm ent decided  to 
award the contract for the 
dualisation o f  the road.

The residents maintained 
that Setraco Construction 
C om pany lacks the 
technology and manpower to 
hand le  such a sen sitiv e  
project. They added that all 
the m ach ines and o ther 
equ ipm ent used by the 
company are outdated.

Mr. Peter Pan told Daily 
Trust tha t the only w ay 
government could address 
the N yanya-K effi road  
acc id en ts  and p e rs is ten t 
traffic jams was to retrieve 
the contract from Setraco 
and re-aw ard  it to a 
com peten t com pany for 
quick and effective work.

He said the dualisation o f 
N yanya/K effi road is too 
im portan t to  a llow  an 
incompetent firm to be play 
w ith , a t the expense  o f  
people’s lives.

Malam Musa Mustapha, 
a trader in Nyanya market 
m aintained that aw arding 
Nyanya/Keffi road to a firm 
that lacks m odern 
technology is a coup against 
N igerians by th is 
government.

He said  tha t it 
p o litica l w ay o f  se.i 
hopes o f  N igerian^ 
tentative issues that j 
their lives on daily bas, -

“How can Obasari 
playing politics with the 
o f Nigerians? He shou. J 
other means to win su" 
from profitable organis; 
but should not use hL: 
lives for his political gai 
he said.

A female employee (> 
Federal Ministry o f  W< 
and H ousing  (n a ir . 
w ithheld ) noted  tha 
award o f  the dualisatio: 
Nyanya/Keffi road is no 
alleviate the suffering ' 
Abuja residents patron - 
the road , but is m ore 
com pensating  the fi: 
owner who is from the s 
area w ith the minister 
Works and Housing.

She said Nigerians w 
continue to die in p o \ . 
until the outdated traditk r 
reg ional and tr  t 
considerations for execu;. 
public projects is droppe 1 
our leaders.

Nigerien women to 
shop for skills in Abuja

The National Centre for 
Women Development 
(NCWD) would train 

a delegation o f 80 women 
from Niger Republic on a 
skill acquisition programme, 
a knowledge when acquired, 
will be taught at a similar 
centre when established in 
Niger.

The ac ting  d irec to r- 
general o f  the centre, Mrs. 
F lo rence  Ihem e w as 
informed o f this decision in 
A buja last w eek by the 
M in is te r o f  Social 
D evelopm ent, population 
and women affairs o f Niger 
Republic, HajiyaAishaNana 
Faumakoye after inspecting 
the types o f  tra in in g  
undertaken by (NCWD).

H ajiya N ana said that 
th rough  the M in istry  o f  
Women Affairs in Nigeria, 
she would request for a team 
to go over to Niger to help 
give ideas on how a similar 
centre like NCWD would be 
established.

After being taken round 
the centre, the Minister stated 
that thev w ould senH n

By Habiba Adamu

d e leg a tio n  o f  abou t 80 
w om en from  N ig er to 
u ndertake  a “ tra in  th 
tra in e r” course  in bati 
making-, soap m aking 
ca te rin g  and fashion 
designing.

“M y d e lega tion  is 
Abuja to exchange idea' 
and learn from NCWD or 
how we can build such ; 
center o f  excellence,” si a 
stated.

The chairm an o f  the 
board o f  directors o f  tf t 
cen tre , H ajiya Lai a 
Dogonyaro, told the ministe- 
that 50 percent of the mone> 
used in building the centre 
was contributed by Nigerian 
Women, Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs), and 
Corporate Oagmisations.

“NCWD was completed 
by the governm en t o f  
General Ibrhaim Babangida 
It was as a result o f  such 
contributions by the Nigerian 
Women that gave them a sa 
in the day to day running ot



T he Sports M inister, 
Ishaya Mark Aku, may 
cancel the elections 

conducted into the boards of 
some associations.

The minister, who is cur­
rently attending the Interna­
tional Amateur Athletics Fed­
eration (IAAF) Conference in 
Edmonton, Canada, was said 
to have expressed disgust with 
the manner some associations 
conducted their elections last 
week.

Trustsports learnt that 
several procedural errors were 
observed in the conduct of the

Aku may cancel 
associations’ elections

I Bv Patrick Andrew_____
elections particularly in the 
gym nastics, boxing and 
athletics federations, w hich led 
to open fisticuffs and the arrest 
and detention of two ministry 
staff.

Consequently, the minister 
has instructed that the results 
be witheld pending the con­
firmation or cancellation of any 
found to have been marred by 
procedural errors.

The Chief Press Officer to 
the minister, Victor Iroele, said 
the ratification of the results are 
therefore, to be put on hold

Gov. d idn’t contest for NABA  
chairm anship -Edo DOS

V-n L-T /I /\ O+ni-rt I rtfhe Edo State Director of 
Sports, Mr. Brown 
Ebewele, has refuted 

claimed that the executive gov­
ernor of Edo State, Chief Lucky 
Igbinedion, has contested and 
failed elections as chairman of 
the Nigerian Boxing Association 
recently held at Abuja.

Describing the claims as 
false, Mr. Ebewele said Gover­
nor Igbinedion was only ap­
pointed chairman of the Boxing 
Committee prior to the elections 
and was not told that there will 
be elections at Abuja for the po­
rtion he was appointed to.

“My governor was not even 
in Abuja because he was not 
aware that there will be elections 
to the position he was earlier ap­
pointed to. So, the issue of Gov­
ernor Igbinedion failing an elec­
tion he neither contested nor 
aware of, is false and does not 
even arise.”

Mr. Ebewale said the initial 
appointment of Governor 
Igbinedion as the chairman of 
the Boxing Association was as a 
result of his immense contribu­
tion towards sports development 
in the country. He wondered 
why the governor wouldn’t have 
won the elections if he had con­
tested.

Mr. Ebewele, who was an­
swering questions from news­
men at the Government House 
in Benin, said since Edo State 
will be hosting the 2002 National 
Sports Festival, it would have 
been proper to allow the Edo 
State Governor retain the chair­
manship of the Nigeria Boxing

From Shehu Abubakar,
in Benin City

Association for proper co-ordi- 
nation.

Meanwhile, the government 
has commenced the renovation 
of some it’s hotels in the state 
capital to meet the standard of 
accommodating players and of­
ficials during the national sports 
fiesta

until the authorities have veri­
fied the details and procedures 
adopted in the conduct of the 
elections.

“The ministry has received 
the reports on the conduct of 
the elections. It also observed 
from preliminary reports sev­
eral procedural errors, which 
could mar the elections. Con­
sequently, the ministry would 
stay action on the confirmation 
of cancellation or some results 
based on the reports submit­
ted,” he said, stressing that it 
would be undermining the 
principles of democracy if such 
complaints were swept under 
the carpet.

Trustsports recalls that the 
conduct of the elections was al­
most marred by lack of trans­
parency in the elections into 
the boards of gymnastics, box­
ing and the athletics federa­
tions,_____________________

Dr. Peter Odili, the Rivers State Governor (left) with President Olusegun Obasanjo during the Nigeria/Gha n 
World Cup qualifier at the Liberation Stadium, Port H arcourt

Ogbe, Tornadoes coach, resigns over team funding
TIhe Chief Coach of Niger 

Tornadoes, Mr. Bernard 
Ogbe, has resigned his ap­

pointment over non-funding of

Golden Greene 
breaks pain barrier

M:aurice Greene has 
added a gold medal 
for the 100m in the 

World Athletics Champion­
ships to the one he won in the 
Olympics last year.

The American world 
record holder lea from the start 
and crossed the line in 9.82 
seconds, the fastest time in the 
world this year and the second 
fastest run of all time.

His world record is 9.79.
The win completes a fan­

tastic treble for the sprinter, 
who also won the world title 
in 1997 and 1999.

His achievement was made 
all the greater by a long-stand­
ing knee injury and a problem 
with his left quad that hindered 
him during the race.

He was grimacing as early 
as 60m, and limped his way to 
a standstill after crossing the 
line.

Tim Montgomery, the fast­
est man in the world this year

Athletics

Maurice Greene, o f  the lu lled  States, tans his tvay hi a gold medal In the 
m en's 190 m eter f in a l oh Sunday at the W orld Track A Field  
Championships at Cammtnnvealth Stadium In Edmonton, Alberta.

until Sunday, closed in as they 
approached the line, but 
Greene managed to hold him
off.

Greene said: “I knew it was 
going to be tough. 1 knew they 
weren’t going to let me win 
with ease. I felt very good to­
day.”

But he made light of the in­
jury.

“I felt something in my 
hamstring, but will go and get 
it checked out and hope I’m 
ready for the relay.”

“No one is going to give 
you the gold medal. You have 
to come out here and fight for 
it. You have to be willing to 
die for it.

“I ’m just thankful I was 
able to finish the race the way
I did.”

His arch-rival Donovan 
Bailey, who did not qualify for 
the final, said Greene’s perfor­
mance was “very impressive 
considering his injury ’.

Montgomery was second, 
with Bernard Williams third to 
make it a clean sweep of the 
medals for the USA.

Montgomery believed he 
was hampered by being one of 
three people to make a false 
start.

“I was very satisfied with 
my performance considering I 
did a false start. A 9.85 losing 
to a 9.82 - you can’t be disap­
pointed with that.

"1 knew 1 could beat him 
(Greene), but the false start re­
ally messed my race up.”

Ato Boldon, one of the pre­
race favourites, again failed to 
deliver, finishing in fourth. 
Britain's Dwain Chambers was 
fifth in 9.99.

He said: “That was all right 
considering 1 was in lane eight.
II was always going to be hard. 
You need to be in the mix in 
the 100m, but Pm pleased with 
the time.'

The other Briton in the fi­
nal, Christian Malcolm, was 
sieventh

He said: “1 made the final 
and I ran a personal best. All I 
can do is relax and prepare for 
the 200m. 1 enjoyed it. If 1 ran 
a PB, 1 was always going to be 
happy.”

Tne other false starts were

the team.
A letter dated July 27,2001, 

which was signed by Ogbe and 
made available to NAN in Kano 
this weekend, gave reason for his 
resignation as the lack of prompt 
release of funds by the manage­
ment to the team to settle play­
ers and coaches contract fees at 
the beginning of the new foot­
ball season.

The letter stated that the lack 
of release of funds to the techni­

cal crew had led to protest and 
strike action by players which 
has affected the team, adding that 
it contributed to his failure to 
take the team to division one at 

. the end of the 2001 league sea­
son.

Ogbe gave other reasons for 
his resignation as: - the replace­
ment of two of his assistants, 
Valentine Nnadi and Ahmed 
Mohammed who had toiled with 
him and had been part of the suc­

cess story of the team.
He said that the action o 

management could be descr 1 
as “inviting others to reap w - 
they did not sow.”

“My resignation will a! 
the new set of coaches to ar 
their technical knowledge ur 
peded and to improve the 
tunes of the club beyond v. h i 
was attained under my lea 
ship,” he said.

Bailey bows out with tears

FI ormer Olympic and world 
100m champion Donovan 
Bailey has announced his 

retirement after failing to qualify 
for the final in Edmonton.

The Canadian, 33, did a lap 
of honour in front of his home 
crowd before revealing his inten­
tions.

He said: “That’s it. No more 
races, no more relays.”

Bailey said he had achieved 
his aim of returning the dignity 
lost to Canadian athletics when 
Ben Johnson tested postitive for 
steroids after winning the 100m 
Olympic gold in Seoul in 1988.

His lap of honour was an 
emotional experience. He shed 
some tears, and was even ap- 
plauded bv his former bitter ri-

val Maurice Greene.
Bailey said: “It was a victory 

lap. I think that the decision I 
made after injury and illness to 
return was one of my greatest.

“I really wanted to finish my 
career in Edmonton regardless of 
what happened.

“As a competitor I obviously 
wanted to win the gold medal but 
as a man I just wanted to end it 
in front of my compatriots and 
end the process that started in 
1995 when I won the world title.

“That was to restore dignity 
and respect to Canadian athlet­
ics which I believe I achieved 
and now that crusade is finished 
and I can hand over the baton to 
someone else,” he added.

Bailey's golden period came

in 1995-6. He won the wor J 
in Gothenburg in 1995 an. 
the Olympic gold medal r 
lanta in 1996 in a world m  
time of 9.84 seconds.

He also anchored the (. 
dian 4x 100 relay team to \ 
over the United States in A' i 

Bailey, who was borr 
maica, has never been thi 
since he ruptured his left 1 
les tendon in 1998.

Bailey added: “I hae 
planning to retire for a lor j 
even three years ago.

“But after I rupture 
Achilles tendon in 1998 
of rejuvenated my juice- 
was quite happy to come ~ 
and compete and show po r 
was not a quitter.” _____

Enyimba players set to receive car gif:
A

r v

11 the 22 Enyimba play­
ers would be officially 

-handed their brand new 
Peugeot 504 cars this month, the 
Chief Coach of the club, Godwin 
Uwua, has said.

Uwua told the News Agency 
of Nigeria (NAN) in Kano Sun­
day during the closing of the 
Kano zone of the National Chal­

lenge Cup competition that the 
delay in the handing over of the 
cars to the players was a delib­
erate act by him.

Uwua said that the keys to 
the cars were handed over to him 
to enable him prepare for the 
officials handing over ceremony 
of the cars to the players but he 
delayed the ceremony for some

Seles no match for Venus

V*:
"onus Williams outplayed 
Monica Seles to take a 
comfortable win in the 

Acura Classic in San Diego on 
Sunday.

Williams won 6*2 6-3. 
thwarting Seles’ bid tobcat the 
world’s top three players in suc­
cession.

Seles had defeated Jennifer 
Capriati and Martina Hingis on 
her way to the final but Williams 
was too strong in the final.

“I feel great. 1 love to play 
in Southern California," said 
Williams, who grew up in Los 
Angeles.

“The first couple times 1 
plaved here in 1994 and 1995,1 
had a lot of problems. Bui the 
last two vears have been really 
exciting.

Against Capriati and Hingis, 
Seles could attack a weak sec- 

^ in ^ e t^ c ^ J u x u r^ s h e d id n ^

Tennis
have against Williams.

The second seed fired down 
13 aces and hit 37 winners in the 
match.

Seles failed to convert three 
break points in the opening 
game, a crucial lapse.

The six feet two inches (1,88 
m) Williams broke Seles to seize 
a 4-2 lead with two volleys on 
the run and a forehand down the 
line.

Williams won the set with 
another service break on a 
thumping back-hand cross-court 
winner, and raced into a 4*0 lead 
in the second set.

Seles immediately broke 
back but Williams held for 5-2 
with a 113 mph ace, and in the 
final garnet served three succes­
sive aces to capturc the title.

technical reasons.
“I delayed the ce-. 

which was supposed 
taken place immediately a” 
championship to allow m 
chase the Challenge (  u: 
said.

“Now that we have qu.i 
for the national ChaHe-... 
preliminaries, when we g r  
to base. I will ensure : 
boys are given what - 
them,” he added.

“We have won rra 
phies except the Challcr e 
and that is why I deln\ c 
handing over ceremony f  
cars to enable my bo> s 
for the cup so that thi-\ 
carried away by the jo\ 
gifts,” he said.

The chief coach said t 
was happy that Eny ; 
leading in the Kano /  
national Challenge Cup . 
tition with six point- 
“my team will now sta> • 
Kano to wait for the ru 
of the Benin zone.”

He said that the car 
part of the goodies pror 
the state government < 
ers following the tea ’ - 
lent performance during s  
per Four compelitior.
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Sports Ministry seeks 
Eagles World Cup 

programme
The Sports Ministry 

has d irec ted  the 
NFA to furnish it 

with the details of the tech­
nical programmes designed 
for the Super Eagles build 
up to the 2002 World Cup.

The m in istry  said it 
sought to know the techni­
cal details of the programme 
in order to make necessary 
input and to assist the NFA 
where there are obvious 
needs.

The Director o f Sports 
Development, Mr. Patrick 
Ekeji, said while projecting 
into the Super Eagles quali­
fication for the mundial 
against all odds. “The ob­
je c tiv e  o f  going  to the 
World Cup is not just to 
participate,” he said, noting 
that the task was beyond 
the NFA alone.

“The objective, there­
fore, would be to know the 
long, medium, and short 
term plans towards a wor­
thy representation at the 
World Cup, which have to 
be anchored on early prepa­
ration,” he said stressing 
that the usual fire brigade 
approach to preparation for 
international championship 
would have to be discarded 
this time around.

The m inistry, he ob­
served, would insist on be­
ing furnished in order to 
keep tabs on the technical 
and o ther n ecessary  
programmes lined up for the 
Eagles and to ensure that 
such programmes are reli­
giously adhered to.

Ekeji said the ministry 
will continue to put pres­
sure on the leadership of the 
NFA to work assidously to 
meet the expectations of Ni­
gerians by ensuring the 
Eagles are technically, ma­
terially and psychologically 
geared up for next summers 
World Cup finals in Korea/ 
Japan.

Meanwhile, the director 
has expressed faith in the 
ab ility  o f  ind igenous 
coaches to deliver, noting 
that instead of imposing for-

By P atrick  A ndrew

eign coaches on them, train­
ing programmes should be 
fashioned out for them.

“Nigerian coaches must 
be given the opportunity to 
show their responsiveness 
to the action, and the World

Cup qualifiers have given 
them the challenge and they 
have proved them selves 
capable,” he said, adding 
that any imposition o f for­
eign technical advisers on 
them would be retrogressive 
and short sighted.

Bernard Williams (1207) o f  the United States, M atthew Shirvington (35) o f  Australia and Christian  
M alcolm  o f  G reat Britian sprin t during the 100 m eter m en's qu arterfin a l qu a lifier a t the World 
Championships in Athletics, in Edmonton on Saturday.

S tacy D ragila o f  the l'S.4 clears the bar as sn e  com petes In th e  
w o m e n ’s q u a lify in g  p o le  v a u lt e v e n t a t th e  8th IA A F  W orld Runners Donovan Bailey (L) o f  Canada, Ato Boldon o f  Trinidad anil Tobago and Maurice Greene o f  the 
Cham pionships in A th letics, in Edm onton on Saturday. D ragila  United States (R) stand in the start box as they get ready fo r  the m en ’s 100 meter quarterfinal qualifier 
qualified after clearing a height o f  4.35 meters. event a t the 8th IA A F  World Championships in Athletics, In Edmonton on Saturday.
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