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ix people were killed and
ten others sustained
jous injuries yesterday

when a luxury bus collided with
a pick-up vehicle on Lokoja-
Okene road while another five
died and 26 sustained injuries
on the Kano — Potiskum road.
The Lokoja- Okene accident
occurred at about 4 a.m. at
Crushervillage near Lokoja. Mr
Uzoma Winwe, the conductor
of'the luxury bus, told newsmen
that the pick-up vehicle was
travelling in the night without
functional headlights. He said
the collision occurred because
the driver of the luxury bus did
not see the approaching pick-
up vehicle, adding that all the
six occupants of the pick-up
vehicle died on the spot.

The = FRSC  Sector
Commander in Kogi, Mr Yomi
Asaniyan, confirmed Winwe’s
statement, saying that the pick-
up vehicle caused the accident

From Hamza Idris,
Damaturu, with agency |
reports

as it was using the lights of
other vehicles to travel that
night. Asaniyan told newsmen
that the bodies of the six
fatalities had been deposited at
the morgue of the Federal
Medical Centre, Lokoja. He said
ten passengers of the luxury
bus, who sustained injuries in
the accident, were receiving
treatment at the medical centre.
Asaniyan, who warned the

_people against travelling at

night, said that it was much
safer to travel in the daytime.
He also advised motorists to
ensure that their vehicles were
in good condition before
embarking on ajourney.

The Kano- Potiskum road
mishap occurred when a
heavily loaded trailer truck lost
control and fell into a bush.

The accident occurred at
Dagauda Village, about five
kilometers to Potiskum when
the trailer with registration
number XA 711 JRE carrying
40 passengers, 18 Motorcycles
and 1,210 cartons of batteries ¢
from Kano on its way to
Maiduguri skidded the
highway and fell in the bush.

Joel Tagwa, the head of
operations at the state
headquarters of the Federal
Road Safety Commission
(FRSC) confirmed the accident
which he said occurred around
4:30 am yesterday.

“Apart from the fact that the
vehicle was overloaded, the
driver was over speeding when
he lost control probably
because he was sleeping...it’s
very unfortunate”, Tagwa said,
adding that the 26 people
injured had been admitted at
the General Hospital, Potiskum
and were responding to

Accidentsclaim 11 on Lokoja, Potiskumreads

treatment.
Tagwa advised rivers e
desist from driving at night,
stop overloading and carrying
passengers on top of good:.
“These are some of the causss
of avoidable accidents, frar’ers
are meant only to carry goods
not passengers”, he saic, “we
are also appealing to the
contractors handling this road
to assist in constructing hard
cut shoulders beside the road,
itis very important for accidents
to be minimized”, he added. He
equally accused some
passengers of deliberately
subjecting themselves to
danger. “We recovered*about
N635, 345 from some of the
people on the truck...this
shows the passengers can
afford using other vehicles
meant  for  carrying
passengers”, he said.

visit to Tehran yesterda"iy.

lahmoud Ahamadinejad

(right) with his Venezu

elan counterpart Hugo Chavez during the latter’s

_ Pic: AFP

houses in densely
opulated areas has been
identified as the major factor
contributing to the increase
in Cerebro-Spinal Menin-
gitis (CSM) out breaks in the
north-east region.
Director General of the
National Emergency Mana-
gement Agency, (NEMA),
retired AVM Audu Bida
made the assertion yesterday
while speaking at a one day
sensitization campaign on
CSM, cholera and measles,
organised by the north-east
zonal office of the agency in
Maiduguri .

Represented by the
Commandant, 306 Air wing
command of the Nigeria Air
Force, Maiduguri,
Commodore Ali Abacha, the
NEMA boss_observed that
majority of the victims of the
killer disease were those
living in densely populated
areas where there is absence
of adequate cross ventilation
due to excess buildings.
“People who are mostly

Ir;discﬁminafeﬁuﬂding of

From Mustapha Isah
Kwaru, Maiduguri

affected by this scourge are
those that live in densely
populated areas which have
no space between buildings
for enough ventilation

coupled with the poor
sanitary and drainage
system”, he added.
According to him, reports
from the states on the
increasing cases of CSM and
other related diseases this
year are too alarming and

Why meningitis increases in Northeast, by NEMA

unacceptable. He explained
further that it was pathetic to
note that despite strenuous
campaigns conducted with
aim of reducing the high rate
of the diseases and minimise
loss of lives, the situation
worsened.

Northern Union presses for region’s development

orthern governors
have again been
asked to intensify

efforts at salvaging the region
from its present position. The
call was made by the
chairman, Elders Council of
the Northern Union, Dr
Olusola Saraki when he paid
a courtesy visit to Governor
Ibrahim Shekarau of Kano
State yesterday.

Saraki said Northern
governors had great
challenges ahead of them if
they were to move the region
forward, saying it was high
time the governors stopped
singing praises of the late

From Halima Musa, Kano 1

Northern premier, Slr
Ahmadu Sardauna but
emulate his good qualities.

He said they should also |

execute projects that impact
positively on people’s lives so
that even after leaving office
they could be remembered by
their people. Saraki who said
they were touring the
Northern states to remind the
governars and people of the
region of the challenges
ahead so that concerted
efforts would be made to
reverse the trend, noted; “we
have embarked on this tour

to meet with all stakeholders
to remind them of the need to
work as a collective body
towards moving our region
forward,” he said.

He also urged the
northern governors to give
full support to the Yar’ adua
administration so that it
could work effectively to
move the nation forward.

Responding, Malam
Ibrahim Shekarau said the
tour was timely,
commending the effort of the
Northern Union Elders
council. He observed that
unity is a good factor in
promoting development.







	NPSCN001(3).pdf
	NPSCN001(3).pdf

