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mosques
face wrong
direction

UK hikes
visa price
The United Kingdom
Border Agency

(UKBA) has said the
global fees for UK

visa applications will
be revised with effect
from April 6 (today).
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TOP GAINERS Wreckage of a petrol tanker that collided with an 18-seater bus at the FRSC junction, Makurdi-

Enugu road yesterday. All occupants of the bus died

Symbol Price(N)  Gain | in the crash. Photo: Hir Joseph
NBC 2100 +5.00% Te Roman Catholic Church’s cerebration -, *—} Seventeen persons died on the spot while two
o 7222  +4.99% of Palm Sunday turned tragic in the early From Hir Jmph e others died later at the Federal Medicall()joentre (FMC)

' Oando - 69.20 +4.85% hours of yesierday when |7 women mem-  State. The mini bus belonging to Saint Peter and  in Makurdi, where men of the FRSC on emergency

e bers of the Idoma Catholic community in Benue  Paul Idoma Catholic Community with registration ~ services rushed them to.

_ : State as well as two men died when a speeding number AJ 528 MKD collided with the tanker with Benue State Sector Commander of the FRSC Mr.
Symbol Price(N)  Less | petrol tanker hit the 18-seater bus in which they registration number AA 498 AKW (Plateau) which  Gbenga Oke confirmed the fatal accident. He said the
ETI 973 -498% weretravelling. The accident occurred at the Fed-  was conveying black oil from Jos. Awitness said the  accident occurred when the 18-seater bus tried to

_ J/Berger 631 -497% c¢ral Road Safety Commission (FRSC) Junction bus conveying the church members was attempting ~ overtake another vehicle at the bend near the junc

| WemaBank 4.04  -4.94% along Makurdi-Enugu Road in Makurdi, Benue to overtake another vehicle at the narrow junction. Cont. on Pg. 5

anansame Tukur urges states to shun power fund

NAIRA EXCHANGE RATE

Selling  Buying tatc governors should By ldrls Ahmed —1 neer Hamman Tukururgedat  be deducted from the $5.3 bil- “If you know the amount

EURO 2128 210 use their states’ con- — 1 the weekend. lion before sharing the bal- each state is contributing, you

POUND™ 242 240 tnbunons to the $53 to lhe Pederal Goxemment Tukur, who said $698.75 ance of $4.7 billion, said if canimagine whatthey can do

DOLLAR 172 170 | billion power project to gen-  Chairman of Revenue Mobi-  million whichisthe 13 percent  each state uses its own con-  using it to generate indepen-
Source: Muhammed Zazi | erate independent power lization, Allocationand Fiscal derivation meant forthe min-  tributions for internal power,  dent and internal power in

Bureaun de Change, Lagos | rather than donate the money ~ Commission (RMAFC) Engi-  eral producing states should  the problem would be solved. Cont. on Pg. 5
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budget and the thri

to reposition in a way the

the electorate. Our projectio

total sum of N370million wi

tion accounts, while we expecta \

state government and a sum of N8million each from Inter-
nally gf:n'erally Revenue (IGR) and Value Added Tax (VAT)
respectively”. He explained that due consideration were paid
to those projects that are capable of enhancing the socio-
economic and political development of the council area
within the shortest possible time. The economic sector,
Bamidele added, had been given utmost priority in this bud-
get based on our understanding that the development of
any society is largely determined by the economy.

kes common

kwa Ibom State Gov-
ernor, Obong

Akpabio
has for
President = Yar’adua’s
planned amnesty deal to
Niger Delta militants.

He described the am-
nesty move as the right step
in the right direction. The
b | govemnor who spoke to avia-
2| tion correspondents yester-
| dayinLagos said; “Thisisa
major step by the president.
What the president is say-
| ing is that if you drop your
| arms and come out, he would
say go and sin no more. S0
this is a great opportunity for
total peace to come to the
Niger Delta”.

On the likely response by
the militants, the governor
said those who are fighting
for genuine causes would
seize the opportunity, while
the criminal elements among
them would remain in the
trenches.

v »Today, we have given
| them the carrot and those
{ who are not criminally
| minded will take this oppor-
tunity, lay down thei S

abio backs FG on
o o agat Lo

and come out to dialogue
with the government and re-
solve the issue” he said.

He declared; “for those
who are criminally minded,
we will meet them headlong,
force for force. Nothing will
change that because the job
of government is to ensure
that the populace live in
peace. There is no way we
can allow disobedience in
the society.”

Members of the congregation of St. Catholic Church Parish, Kuje, Abuja, with their palm fronds being blesse 1+
Reverend Father Collins Ekpe, to mark Palm Sunday, yesterday

Pic: Kennedy Egbonodje.

He reiterated the call on
Mobil to relocate its head-
quarters to the state where it
(the oil company) carries out
its major operations.

The governor argued that
in every place throughout
the world, an industry is
sited close to where it has
raw materials and that “the
best place to have their head-

quarters should be where
they are operating from.”

He said the state govern-
ment was investigating the
oil company’s alleged relo-

(3 [ ‘q

cation plan and that the state
would report to the appro-
priate quarters if it is con-
firmed.

However, Governor _
Akpabio said the oil com-
pany had assured him that it
would not close its opera-
tions in the state.

“Mobil has assured me °
that they are not relocation
from Akwa Ibom. Taken the
head quarters to Lagos is not
the right thing to do,” he
stated

he effect of the ongo-

I ing financial crisis in
Nigeria occasioned

by the global economic melt-
down has forced the Taraba
State government to sus-
pend the payment of NECO
and NABTEB registration

fees for students of the state

as it did in previous years.
The decision to this ef-

fect was taken during the

, creation

Economic crisis: Taraba suspends
payment of NECO, N

ABTEB fees

From Fidelis Mac-Leva,
Jalingo

weekly executive council
meeting of the state held at
Government House Jalingo

last week.

Secretary to the State
Barrister
Ibrahim El-Sudi, who briefed
journalists at the end of the
meeting said government
would henceforth handle
the settlement of WAEC reg-

Government,

istration fees only.

state”, the SSG said.

“Parents and communi-
ties should now bear the re-
sponsibility of paying NECO
and NABTEB registration
fees for their children as the
economic crisis has taken its
toll on the finances of Taraba

Last year, the state gov-
ernment bore the cost of reg-
istration fees for WAEC,
NECO and NABTEB for in-
digenes of the state which

the sum oOH

But the SSG explained |
that with the current finan-
cial crisis, the state govern-
ment could only afford to pay.
for the registration of WAEC"
candidates with English Lan-
guage and Mathematics,
adding that the sum of
N68million was approved by
the state government for this
purpose.

El- Sudi also disclos
that the state governmen
had approved the sum of 4
N105million out of a supple-
mentary  budget  of
N934.2million presented by
the ministry of Water Re-
sources for the expansion of !
the Jalingo Water Scheme. *
He said the amount was part -
of the N423.4million state '
counterpart contribution ong:
the project with the Aﬁ'icaxn{
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Development Bank, ADB. =
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