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As the Structural Adjustment Prog­
ramme squeezes harder on the popu­
lace, consumers resort to cheap goods. 
But it could be a futile course.
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.Ever Qo?

A wave of racial discrimination seems 
to be welling up against Blacks in Japan 
recently. But the Japanese ambassador 
in Nigeria denies it all.

1><OPy I 
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I

happening in their life time, even as 
the Assembly becomes frosty with 
all manner of triffle suggestions on 
ways to prevent future usurpers of 
the reins.

Indomitable Abdul Oroh and 
Paul Nwabuikwu who are beginning 
to weave a masterly partnership in 
political analysis, have drawn an in-
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well be that the real 
t whether the soldiers 
)d but whether or not 
: to allow them come

can Soldier. Pointing to NAF offic­
ers who had put up an impressive 
display of aerobatics, Rawlings said 
he was surprised that General 
Babangida was thinking of handing 
over power to civilians. Rawlings 
added to the amusement of some 
and the consternation of virtually 
everybody that he was not too sure 
how ‘these’ people (the NAFOffic­
ers) could be denied, or kept out of. 
political power. According to him 
what Africans needed was a militant 
culture, which of course meant that 
soldiers must continue to play a role 
in the political process".

Minister of Defence General 
Domkat Bali, a respected Sandhurst ; 
graduate, was reported not long ago • 
as saying that the country needed no • 
additional laws against coups, be- • 
cause as it always was, a coup is 
already illegal When it succeeds, we 
acknowledge an aberration but. 
nevertheless, its de facto authority.

So. it may w-*" *- **--• •*-- —’ 
question is not 
will go for gooi 
we are willing

-back

r d W

I

teresting inspiration for the thread 
that runs througn this Cover trom a 
somewhat "little" joke of a state­
ment made recently by the Gha­
naian military leader Hear them: 
"When Flight Lt. Jerry Rawlings vi< 
sited Nigeria during the NAF Day 
celebrations, he didn't mince words , 
about the inevitable role of the Atn-

■iI It. list of banned politicians
■ is so long, Nigerians just
■ might be lucky to have any 

drama left lor the proceedings of a 
projected I hire! Republic. Yet now, 
there has been a warning; new- 
brccds w ho prove to be surrogates of 
the old hands shall similarly be ex­
cluded from the process. Well, if the 
banning spree gets rather ungovern­
able. would it not all look like a ploy 
to perpetuate military rule?

But that is only one way. perhaps 
a cynical way. of looking at the prob­
lem. Much more fundamentally, the 
question is being asked whether in­
deed we could expect a military 
whose traditional insularity has been 
so gravely violated in as many as five 
successful political treacheries in 18 
years, to volunteer a complete re- 

’ treat and restitution.
Governor Mukhtar of Kaduna 

State, believes like his boss, the 
Chief ot Army Staff. Lt.-General 
Abacha, that in the long run. only a 
good civilian administration can 
forestall coups. But as a most signifi­
cant point of departure, he then 
makes the observation that good 
government may need to be com­
plemented by a willingness of the 
soldiers to remain restrained. Very 
bright chap, he believes that this res­
traint can be achieved through 

ipropriate political education.
In the meantime, retired generals 

like Theophilus Danjuma are skep­
tical of democratic government ever

MAMSER 
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B«nd«l: Gods own state?

CXJMtUEMEA* _ «OJ.C=>

Who Is the real Maryam?

•Guts 
• Glory

Sendel
Gers Own State?

t coni e: Docon

tX-TC-J
Ciu Ot r.nonca

LOT £ I £ . V. C«nx.**l COW'SM

Bendel is indeed the leading state in 
Nigeria. The state really deserved the 
coverage it was given It should inspire 
other states to greater heights Bendel is 
a challenge to other states 
tn-irvd Err*' 
MlStri La^os
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Nigeria's First Lads. Man am Baban- 
pda.said she has been psing the Nige­
rian press enough time to understand 
her before she'll grant a press interview 
(August 15). But for how long will the 
press wait? For three years or more? 
Well, it's because the press can't wait 
that thev make news from her mute­
ness Her appearance — what she 
w ean, how it fits etc. — becomes a juicy 
alternative.

Let the First Lady talk. Silence in this 
case may not be golden. It creates room 
fortpeculation and aggressive reporting 
to force out speech.
Jiuaa* £?».

YOUR cover stones (August 15.) 
were a tnp down memory lane The 
ir.tngues that marked the creation of 
Midwest Repon (now Bendel state) 
show ed the kind of politics play ed in the 
First Repubbc — politics of blackmail 
and oppresaow.

But that the dream eventually came 
true is enough consolation for all the 
persecution and dnenmtnatxxi suffered 
by those natwcalists who fought for it 
Kop«»y 6m*-bt
•fas. Paswfc.

THE success that is Bendel stale has 
more than justified the call fcr the crea­
tion of more states. No doubt, if the 
area had remained under the former 
Western Repon. with the negative atti­
tude of the dominant tnbe. it w ould still 
have been suffering from political suf­
focation

But it surprises me that with all the 
obvious advantages of state creation 
many Bendel state citizens. especially 
the Itsekms arc still opposed to the 
creation of Delta State 
Uarcr. Eo-c
H am Saroa Sax

IT is very sad that 15 yean after the 
creation of the Midwestern Repon 
(new Beadei statei the mae cf assets 
sharing with the eld W er. has remained 
unresolv ed­

it is particularly disbeaner.--g that 
the governments in Berm have treated 
the issue with levity. It has become im­
perative for the issue to be thrashed out 
once and for all The Federal Govern­
ment has a role to play m the matter 
ExEieuv
AiCa. Bence

Can your magazine also cover ether 
states of the federation the way it co­
vered Bendel during its silver jubilee 
anniversary? Such coverage is more au­
thentic than what we read m heavily 
edited history books. Bravo and up . 
Bendel!
Oiaiane Ozar., 
Sen.n, Bendel sx>.

I hope the Bendel story is not meant | 
to, and will not, generate ill-feelings i 
among the people of the former West- 1 
cm Region. Really, I see the story as a I 
lesson for others aspiring to have their i 
own state.

It is, as you noted, a good historical 
piece, since no history book has been so 
encompassing to accommodate all the ; 
tacts you assembled. i

Beatrice Omov.e. i
Akure. Ondo State
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Hard road to justice
When il umi !" equipping lhe 

police wc go to the advanced countries 
to borrow then training programmes, 
weapons and even uniform. But the 
humane treatment given to suspects in 
custody in these advanced countries we 
ignore Why? Is our police still living in 
tnc savage ape where life was worthless: 
The police must shed the colonial 
approach in the performance of their 
duties
Mark Od'tjio.
Sapeie, Bendel State
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Making up for lost time

Wasted Talents

Fit for the force?
even the

5

three 
irms —

je tested tor. Which was why 
ened was merely a test for the 
ly

o popularise indigcnou? 
focus on new products.

The story on the dchumamsir 
tion of suspects in police cuslot 
gust 15) is blood-chilling. 
Civil Liberties Organisatio 
work for the release of these suspects 
but to sue for damages on behalf of 
those who may be found 
Isa Lawai. 
Kotu, Lagos.
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|N the unpredictable petroleum industry, where prices go flip-flop for any 
I reason that catches the market’s fancy, diversification has always been a kind 
of insurance. Nigeria did not catch on until recently. But she seems to be making 
up for lost time.  . „

fl AGOSIANS arc not exactly a panicky lot. Last week, however. 
Inmost hardened had to scurry more than a few times for dear life

Almost on everyday of the week, gun-totting policemen in battalions were 
seen on the streets. And the impression conveyed was that mere anarchy had 
been let lose upon the land. Of course, for a people to whom the slogan: THE 
POLICEMAN IS A FRIEND, is yet to have a meaning, the fear was not exactly 
unfounded.

However, as they say, there was no cause for alarm. The police has been 
trying to beef up the numerical strength of its crack mobile arm — the Mobile 
Police (MOPOL). Like everybody or institution in Nigeria today, the NPF has 
decided to look inwards and "source” its mobile unit from within. Only men 
from the regular arm of the force, and not outsiders, are being considered.

But even with this decision, fitness still had to be tested tor. Which was why 
policemen took to the streets last week. What happer.__  
most fit. That, indeed, should have scared nobody.

I register my Um 
cover story (Au,, 
continue with you 
digenous technolo 
economic survival

The Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), for example, has 
made deals with foreign groups for the purpose of acquiring equity interest and 
participation in refining and marketing of petroleum products ant} other gown­
stream activities. Since 
last January, NNPC has 
been selling about 
450,000 barrels per day 
to six foreign refineries 
— Fibre Oil, Atlantic 
Richfield, Mapco Oil 
(all US outfits), Petro­
Med and ERT in Spain. 
The NNPC has an eye 
on equity interest in 
these refineries.

Recently, 
more mega-oil fii 
Elf Aquitain and Total 
International (of 
France) and Shell In­
ternational of the 
Netherlands joined the • Lukman: Expanding Nigeria's oil market 
other six. Total Inter­
national. one of the latest additions, would be allowed to lift 50,000 barrels of oil 
to Scptinc in France. The terms of NNPC’s deal with Elf stipulate that the 
French firm will lift 800 milion barrels of oil for 30 per cent equity in its 
non-African mining and marketing capacity. Elf is primarily state-owned. At 
present, it controls 300 million barrels of Nigeria’s reserves.

Petroleum Minister, Rilwanu Lukman has indicated that between 70,000 
and 100,000 barrels of Nigerian crude oil will be used in down-stream activities 
abroad. In all the transactions,"OPEC ceilings on petroleum production, say 
government sources, will be respected.

It is bodies like the Civil Liberties 
Organisation that philanthropists 
should donate to because the prison is 
open to all irrespective of what one is in 
society.

One only prays that the organisation 
will not come under the federal govern­
ment's hammer like other associations 
fighting for the oppressed in our society. 
Talbot Ikion.
Ikeia. Lagos.

»v unlimited joy over your 
(August 8. 1988) Please, 

>ur sensitisation of in- 
logy. That is the only 
11 means left for Niger­

ia. The Indian example hits the point 
correctly. 1 must confess that I only sub­
scribed to The African Guardian be­
cause of your neat coverage on indige­
nous technology. So publish every 
month at least one major news item on 
the development of indigenous tech­
nology.
You should also 

technology and h 
Dada Odium 
Gaschnrwpg. West Germany

Address Letters to the Editor, typessril- 
ten double-space, with writer s name, 
address and, il available telephone num­
ber, to: The African Guardian, Rutam 
House, P.M.H. 1217, Oshodi, Imros 
Nigeria. Letters subject to editing

If an elite association like the Nige­
rian Bar Association begins to boycott 
the courts on issues such as the dehuma­
nising treatments meted out to suspects 
in prison or police custody, judges and 
other arms in charge of justice will take 
a hard look and reform the present 
appalling conditions in our prisons.

This is one of the best approaches 
because it seems our system only yields 
to force.
Michaol Oko.
Ibadan, Oyo State.

ingcondi- 
ody (Au- 

. I call on the 
on to not only
.uvov suspei 
on behalf 
innocent.
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Olatunji dare

Burundi: Another grim harvesti

tr after

rin at me
□
7

y in 
ich-

irtheid 
>y the

in a p 
Heat

jeno- 
ii right 
i and
Boers 

ish for

•islation and 
jf privilege 

.ted KOO .000 
Hutus re-

cudgels ot the all Tutsi .11 
civilian kinsmen in yet an

share 
no cha

pov
>nsil

"The state is an abstraction; 
human beings arc real. The 
OAU must not condone the sac­
rifice of the people of Africa to 
an abstraction."

wer and 
cen Hutu 

armed forces
Then, as recently. Hutu refugees 

poured in their tens ot thousands into 
Zaire and Tanzania. One year after 
"peace" was officially restored. Hutu 
refugees were still streaming into 
neighbouring countries. Convinced 
that they constituted a threat to Tutsi 
suzerainty even in their destitution. 
President Michel Micombero who had 
masterminded and presided over the 
slaughter, sent Burundi air force 
planes to bomb them in their camps

President Julius Nyererc of Tanza­
nia. ever so principled, denounced the 
massacres lint he was almost alone. 
(Jther African countries had their own 
version of the Tutsi-Hutu feuding, 
their own record of savage repression. 
Being just as mired in sin. they could 
not cast the first stone.

The Organization of African Unity, 
smug and complacent took refuge in 

I Article 3 (11) of its charter which for­

bids interference by member-states in 
the “internal affairs" of one another, 
conveniently losing sight of a pream­
ble to the same Charter which states 
that freedom, equality, justice and 
dignity are essential for the achieve­
ment of the legitimate aspirations of 
the African peoples.

Jean-Baptiste Bagaza who toppled 
Micombero in 1976 set out on a policy 
of national reconciliation. He tried to 
end arbitrariness and nepotism in the 
public service. He encouraged the re­
turn of thousands of Hutu refugees. 
He abolished the head tax required of 
Hutu male adults, denouncing it as 
symbolizing in a pernicious way "the 
right to live" He abolished the custom 
whereby landless peasants and their 
descendants, mainly Hutus, offered 
unpaid labour to a landowner, mainly 
Tutsis, in exchange for a small piece of

Gt AROIAN SEI’TIMHI-.R 12. I9KS

prepared to share power. They 
will brook no challenge whatever 
to untramclled power that acknow­
ledges no responsibility beyond self 
preservation and group perpetuation. 
Their obsession places them squarely 
in the same dock with South Africa, a 
country whose apartheid system has 
been condemned by the United Na­
tions as a crime against humanity

Member-states of the O/XU are 
again silent in the face of a squalid, 
barbarous crime by Africans against 
Africans. The international commun­
ity is shocked, but quickly puts the 
slaughter of innocents down as yet 
another instance of the incapacity of 
black people for self-governance. 
There is no Nyercre to order in his 
troops as he once did against the reg­
ime of the murderous buffoon who 
goes by the name of Idi Amin Neigh­
bouring Rwanda where the Hutu 
majority had in 1959 shaken off the 
yoke of Tutsi domination in a bloody 
revolt has so far provided only an 
attractive model and refuge for ethnic 
Ilutus in Burundi.

The OAU charter, it is true, cate­
gorically forbids interference by 
member-states in the "internal 
affairs" of one another. But mass mur­
der cannot be the “internal affairs" of 
any state No country can claim the 
right to wipe out a substantial section 
of its population, for any reason what­
ever Whether in Kampuchea, racist 
South Africa or Burundi, this practice 
must not only be denounced, it must 
be halted by countervailing force.

The state is an abstraction; human 
beings are real. The OAU must not 
condone the sacrifice of the people of 
Africa to an abstraction. If the OAU 
will not act as a body, individual Afri­
can countries must bestir themselves 
to put an end to the gnm harvest in 
Burundi. /Xfrican countries who keep 
silent in the face of the running gt 
cide m Burundi forfeit the moral r

1 to condemn the iniquitous 
• murderous rule of the minority ] 
,• m South Africa. They must wh 
I the endangered Hutus of Burundi ex­

actly what they wish for the oppressed 
t black majority in South Africa.

NO1 HER gory chapter was 
/•Madded two weeks ago to the 

perfect calendar ot woes that 
has been the lot ot the I lutusot Burun­
di since the N1I0-I lamitic people 
whose descendants constitute the con­
temporary Tutsi crossed over from 
Ethiopia in the 16th century, took 
over their land and reduced them to 
vassals. An estimated 24.(MK) Hutus 
tell to the bullets, bayonets, axes and 

ti... ..11 imiy and their 
notherorgyor 

violence, allegedly in retaliation for 
the killing ot an unspecified number of 
Tutsis by Hutus At least another 
40.060 Hutus, fearful that-a repeat of 
the 1972 massacres was underway, 
streamed across the border to seek re- 
tuge in Rwanda and Tanzania.

I heir fears were well grounded, 
l ew modem parallels exist of the 
savagery with which the Tutsi, consti­
tuting no mote than 15 per cent of 
Burundi's population of five million, 
put down the 1972 uprising by the 
majority Hutu. At least 100.000 were 
killed Educated Hutus, including 
school children, were the special 
targets of the Tutsis bent on retaining 
power and privilege So were the 
token Hutu elements in the Burundi land Those who actually worked the 

land, he insisted, ought to own and 
control it.

But centuries of repression cannot 
be ended overnight by legisL 
good intentions. The gulf of ; 
that has for ages separated 
Tutsis from 4.2 million
m.nned as wide as ever. Bagaza found 
it hard even to maintain the iniquitous 
status quo, much less reverse it Old 
antagonisms remained and new ones 
developed Last September. Bagaza 
was overthrown while he was away 
Canada attending a summit of Ercnc 
speaking countries.

His successor. Pierre Buyoya, 
promised, as Bagaza had done, to end 
the feuding and cycle of vegeance that 
has made the country's history a study in 
gratuitous bkxxl-letting. But nothing 
really changed The Tutsis remain firmly 
in the saddle m every sphere of national 
life They are in total control of the coer­
cive apparatus of the state. They are not
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t the Japanese-South
le relations base grown 

st fc» stars. Statistics com- 
' ipar.esc trade minis 
nbassadcr. showed

i Donowaki has continued till date, 
although the recent tremendota 
appreciation in the value of the wn 

... ,. . . > 1 os ci the dollar, 
' tends to produce Hade statistics that 
I suggest otherwise

I' c the view
: • t t ,s the independence of Japanese 
c. ? ;'/ ■ ex horn government control 
th.>tkc* it impossible tor the author- 

, nto such •:!!< cations of 
d• ••• bi • 1against Black Americans 
by some Japanese motor firms in the 
issuance of car dealerships in the US.. 
The ambassador, however, assure The

’±xi smee the government docs not run | 
a sxe-planned econorm itc--notcon 
trai mde (activities of the Japanese 
firms What the government has been 
detng. according to Dcvx»*aki. has 
been to urge the vaneus companies 
tradmg with Pretoria to behave, not to 
assist apartheid ’

These appeals, 
however, do net seem 
to have produced re- 
s-hs There are reports 
that Tokyo barks offer 

i generous assatarce — 
1 credit lines, guaran- 
j tees, loons, and so co 
i — to the bccmurg 

Japanese — South 
African trade which 
1988 figures show ts $t£l 
on the increase.

In fact, the and of 
disinvestments. which 
began to bkr* across 
Pretoria a few years 
ago in the sprit of eco­
nomic sanctions *as 
said to have quietened 
down earlier tn the sear when it became 
known that Japanese firms were swiftly 
replacing European and American 
firms that agreed to wmd up their opera - 
lions.

Dorcwaki does not. however, agree 
that the Japanese-South African , 
trade relations have groan stronger . 
uithm the past few years Statistics com- j 
piled by the Japanese trade 
insisted the Ambassador, showed that 
in 1981 alone, the volume of trade stood * be al 
at S4 billion But. by 1985. within a I up the 
period of four years, the figures had | rejertm. 
fallen io S2.5 billion (»botf Ki per tx-.t O’ ■ 
decrease). Tha trend, accordmg to I-cre^

• Donowafe: Japanese once su^e^d disc- | policy which appl 
rtfftnaton too “Not

• DoSs or &&ay The dost has disappear

African Guardian that public aware- 
ness, ’.he < nly lution to such embar­
rassing situations is growing in Japan.

Just as some Japanese businessmen 
come under flak for alleged racism, the 
authorities in Tokyo. it is also alleged, 
have ruled out Blacks from the list of 
foreign labourers (preferably from 
neighbouring Asian countries), who 
some Japanc*c economists argue should 

. jt enter the country to pick 
.he menial jobs being increasingly 

ijcctcd by Japanese. But. Ambassador 
... . : th .t such allegations 

unfounded since Japan has a 
regional) immigration 

,v, „. applies to all countries’’.
,-othmg . he • iidw prohibits Africans 

from attending Japanese technical, and 
other schools’‘

Ambassador Donowaki further dis­
missed suggestions that the relatively 
low level of Japanese involvement in 
Nigeria’s economy in terms of invest­
ments. and so on. was deliberate He 
pointed out that compared to America 
and some of the European nations, 
Japan, which 44 years ago was itself still 
a developing nation, was a new comer 
to the scene.

—i. •-. r exht
_ r.z :r des«rt- 
Back Sato)

rca :nah
•• z: --epnrsed case of 

lu » tr.« apartheid

zzrtes. cf pas: Z-sernmnaten 5^’ements 1 

agimr Blacks ?r.me Mercs- j
. . ’ ’ . ■ 

Watanabe described as a potential 
Japanese premie- and al present semor 
strateps: m the ru’-g Liberal Demo­
cratic Party Nakasone had accused 
Black land Hispanic) Amer.cars of 
lowering the L S -tr7iger.ee and litera­
cy scores, while Watanabe suggested 
that Black American businessmen, un­
like Japanese, were irresponsible since, 
according to him. they are wont to de­
clare themselves bankrupt so as not to 
pay their debts

Although the offensive Black Sambo 
dolls have reportedly disappeared from 
the shelves of the 'upennarkets. and 
in spite of the fact that Watanabe ten­
dered public apology to Black Amer­
icans. the dust raised by these and other 
incidents have persisted. The African 
Guardian therefore, sought the views 
of Tokvo’s representative m Lagos. 
Ambassador Mitsuko Donowaki. His 
basic explanation was that such alleged 
discriminations were mostly uninten­
tional (as in the case of the Black Sambo 
dolls), and not a reflection of official, or 
even general Japanese feelings towards 
Blacks. Besides, such cases of racial pre­
judices. said the ambassador, were uni- I 
versal, and not peculiar to the Japanese 
people who. he pointed out. were them­
selves discriminated against by Amer­
icans and others during the World 
Wars.

On why Japan remains one of apar­
theid South Africa's biggest trading 
partners. Ambassador Donowaki said 
that the situation was as embarrassing to 
the Japanese government as it. perhaps, 
is to the rest of the world He, explained 
that although Tokyo sees apartheid as a 
“despicable system.” the problem is

tr7iger.ee


• Perez de Cuellar: Takes up a difficult task

By George-Ola-Davlea

Planners of a coup to oust Late Kuntche jailed

9

jn both sides remain unestab- 
ilisario claims it has 20.000

NIGER

Verdict on a failed coup

WESTERN SAHARA

Peace signals beam 1

tails of the withdrawal arrangement. 
Polisario leaders are actually pinning 
their hopes on a provisional "interna­
tional administration" to be jointly su­
pervised by the UN and the Organisa­
tion of African Unity (OAU). The 
monitoring body will have to ensure this 
and make sure Saharawis from Algeria. 
Morocco, Mauritania and Niger arc ex­
cluded from the electoral roll. Accord­
ing to UN sources, any disputes arising 
from this would have to be settled with 
political decisions.

Reactions from abroad have been 
generally positive. Algeria which is 
backing the Polisario sees the accept­
ance as one that could foster a stronger 
bond of friendship within the Maghreb 
— the pursuit of which, in recent times, 
has been the bedrock of its foreign poli­
cy. Spam (Western Sahara's colonial 
master) has also welcomed the move 
with a promise to give all necessary 
technical assistance to ensure peace in 
the region.

Lieutenant 
✓eral other 
i that plot.
that their 

some public
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■■■ I IE acceptance of the United Na-
■ tions Secretary-General's peace
■ initiative on Western Sahara by 

both Morocco.and the Polisario move­
ment last Tuesday (August 30) came as 
a big surprise. This is especially so in 
respect of Morocco which has been re­
luctant in the past 13 years to agree to 
peace moves. Both parties, according to 
a UN spokesman, accepted the plan 
"with certain remarks and comments" 
that would further be tabled for discus­
sion before the plan goes into opera­
tion.

It is likely tlt.it the plan, which calls 
for a ceasefire and a referendum to self- 
determination for the people of the 
phosphate rich area, will take effect be­
fore the end of this month. What was 
more surprising was the fact that the 
Moroccan Foreign Minister Abdelalif 
Filali was the first to tell UN Secretary- 
General Perez de Cuellar that Morocco 
had agreed “in principle, to accept the 
UN plan." He said that referendum 
could be organised "in a relatively short 
time".

Both factions are at variance in re­
spect of certain conditions which will 
inevitably pose some difficulties for the 
peace move even before it starts. The 
UN plan is to have 75 percent of Moroc-

Morocco, Polisario accept UN plan to end war
can soldiers in the disputed territory 
leave, placing the remainder along with 
Polisario forces in bases controlled by 
UN observers. Up till now the number 
of troops on both sides remain unestab­
lished Polisario claims it has 20,000 
men under arms. UN estimates of 
troops, however, range from 5,000 to 
8.000. Morocco, on the other hand, says 
it has 80.000 troops in Western Sahara, 
but the UN estimates that hers are 
between 180.000 and 200,000.

For the referendum, a panel of de­
mographers, closely acquainted with 
the pattern of population movement in 
the Sahara, will be dispatched to iden­
tify native Saharawis bom in what was a 
Spanish colony until 1975. The two bel­
ligerents have agreed that referen­
dum be based on 1974 census conducted 
by Spain a year before it abandoned 
sovereignty over the territory, showing 
a population of 74,000.

The deputy leader of the Polisario 
Frdnt, Bechir Mustapha, made it plain 
on Tuesday that his organisation is 
accepting the UN proposals under cer­
tain conditions which he said are basi­
cally "to focus the debate once and for 
all on what is primary for Polisario".

What is left to be done, at least, as far 
as it is concerned, is specification of de-

llf HI N Niger's leader. Colonel 
W Ali Seibou decided to try the 24 

people who had been in detention since 
the coup attempt of 1983 to overthrow 
the late Scyni Kountche. he gave fresh 
hopes to the growing number of Niger- 
iennes that have continued to see him as 
a liberal leader. Most of the 24 had been 
languishing in jail in Niamey and, until 
Koimtchc's death last November. no 
one dared talk about them It was even 
rumoured that a good number of them 
were already dead, but on assumption 
of power, Scibou confirmed that they 
were alive and promised that the law 
would take its course.

For seven days starting August 22, a 
special military tribunal, made up of

senior military officers and three advo­
cates held trials in camera at the military 
base 10 kilometres outside Niamey. At 
the end of it all. 21 people were acquit­
ted while three received life imprison­
ment. Among those who received life 
sentence is Ahmadu Scidou, former 
commander of the para-troop regiment. 
Seven of the Accused were tried in 
absentia, as they now live in exile in 
France.

The 1983 attempt took place when 
the late President Kountche was attend­
ing the annual Francophone conference 
in Paris. It was the third in 10 years since 
Kountche's government attained pow­
er. Although, Kountchc dismissed it as 
a minor affair, he never thought of

trying those arrested He accused his 
special security adviser. 
Amadou Oumerol and sev< 
officers of having instigated 
Besides, it was alleged t 
attempt was not without 
support.

During the attempt Seibou, then 
Army Chief, was arrested and detained, 
but loyal forces quickly broke up the 
plot and released him

Last week’s verdict to release the 21 
was because evidence showed that they 
were acting as junior officers under the 
instructions of their superiors. But their 
release was temporary, as they were ail 
re-arrested as soon as they left the tri­
bunal court-room According to 
sources, the military heirarchy is unhap­
py about the verdict. Unfortunately, it 
cannot change it instantly. By Wednes­
day last week, Seibou was not back 
from the provinces to decide on their 

| fate.
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ople on board, caught

4 week of plane crashes in three continents

'By Emenike Okorl
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WORLD

Mayhem in the air

iRAN IRAQ

Hassles of a cease-fire
!

process, 
counter, 
troops '
borders

similar circumstance* m Belgium 
another air ir.ahap occurred The pilot I 
of a Finnish (Finland) trainer aircraft , 
was said to hase crashed and died in

Jivier Perez De Cuellar med 10 de>! 
I with the unexpected controversy Hi 
' --reed that clearance and reopening d 
• u c water* as t* part of the wuet th*’ 
I have to be tackled However, said Dt 

Secretary General Cuellar, it is not the only one Later, ta

pot R air mishaps in four countries. 
■ within just one week! It was as if an 
invisible hand was at work last week in 
West Germany. Belgium. Hong Kong 
and the United States, pulling down 

•civilian passenger - aircraft, and soph­
isticated military planes manned bv 
superbly-trained air-force pilots

What promised to be a spectacular 
display of masterly aerobatics in Ram- 
stein. West Germany. lost Sunday ( Au­
gust 28). by the Italian Air Force nation­
al stunt team — the Frecce Tncolori 
(Tricolour Arrows) — ended in smoke 
Three of the display planes collided mid 
air, killing the pilots and no fewer than 
49 of the thousands of spec’

The same day ( August

I gam lost temtone 
that Iraq occupies % 
of its territory It ii _
that Iraq had the upper band in the war 
before the ceasefire arrangement Thus 
apart from the fact it ha* hundred* of 
Iranian prisoners ot war iPO'Ks) to et­
ch ange. the general inprauon is that it

> (that is Baghdad) » the mJc that has 
more captured temtongs to give back 
— ar J of. course, to bargamwith Iran.

i it is behoved. t> merely using the water- 
: was situation to a-g—ent its bargaining 
- i

Baghdad has always claimed 
sovereignty ever the water way An 
understardmg between both countries 
later put then boundary tn the middle of 
the water way »jcfc that Iraq hadeen--
er.Saddam H t ?re the agreement 
cm relent — five day* before he de­
clared war on Iran tn September. 190 
Baghdad went t-to the accord to im­
prove the position of the its army agre

i against the Kurdish rebels supported the 
| by Teheran at the

Last w eel

Peace talks deadlocked over positions on withdrawal
GE-LONG animosity between I gam lost tenttone* There are claims 
Iran and Iraq was the reason why I that Iraq occupies ov er i.ttWki) ometre* 
their agreement two months ago of its territory It i> al*o wideh K l-.esed 

to opt for a negotiated settlement of 
their eight-year old conflict, was taken 
with a pinch of salt in some quarters 
Last week as their Geneva peace talks 
threatened to collapse over disagree­
ment on ceasfire on land and sea. it was 
clear that final reconciliation is. in fact 
still a long way off

The issue was that of whether Iran’s 
immediate acceptance of the principle 
of the freedom of navigation and clear­
ance of the strategic Shalt at-Arab 
waterway are the next steps in the peace 

. or whether, as the Iranians 
. Iraq should first withdraw its 
to internationally recognised

s. The 200kilometre waterway is 
its only access to the Gulf.

Baghdad wants it made safe for 
navigation because, according to it. Iran 
is already benefitting from the ceasefire 
agreement by w ay of has ing its oil trans­
ported out of the Gulf without militarv 
interruption.

Teheran is actually very eager to re­

liner. with 105 people on board, caught 
fire on take-off. and crash-landed, kill­
ing 13 of the passengers. Experts said 
the rest of the passengers, who climbed 
out to safety from the flaming fusclare, 
**•’? saved particularly because the pLrx 
had not ascended very high before

i crashing Again, it did not hit any obsta­
cles on touching the ground

, Eighty -three out of the K9 people ot 
------------- . | board the Chinese airliner, wind 

from of 50,000 people dun.'-a an aenal plunged into Hong Kong harbour. Au 
m Northern Belgium He i p»f 31. were also said to have escape 

had lost control of his "Redingo prop- j death because only the front part of thi 
c er p.ane as he attempted pulling out i plane way '.ubmerged Six crew mem 
trom an intricate acrobatic manoeuvre 1 . who cat at the front were kille
during the display uh:ch a\o inv-.: i .. . ven pa ngerx. that reported
another -Reding, aircraft Unlike the : |y had their scat-belt’, unfastened, mu 

amstemaccident.however.spectators tuned mostly face injuries Die plane 
1 Tu°l 'osc l^e,r lives. I belonging to the f nd Aviation Authoi
there were also two other plane j ny of China, had tried to land in bai 

crashes last week involving passenger . weather, but overshot the runway tha 
— — -------- aircraft in normalflight operations. j juts into the Hong Kong habour
jetators. At Dallas. Texas International air- 
t 2a) and in 'port last Wednesday, a Boeing 727 jet- .
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MIDDLE EAST

Harvest of fortunes

Ara- 
smiles, 

must 
i even

HESE days, the Palestinian Libera- 
U lion Organisation (PLO) boss," 

ser Arafat, must be all smiles. For g 
reasons. Since the Jordanian monarch. 
King Hussein, relinquished control of 
the West Bank mid-July, the political 
tide seems to have continued to rise in 
favour of the PLO.

lite Jordanian decision, to wash its 
hands off the troubled West Bank, 
which it ruled from 1950 until the 1967 
Six-Day Arab-Israeli war, was by itself, 
like a strong political wind in the sail of 
the PLO. It set the organisation on the 
course of filling the political and admi­
nistrative vacuum left by Amman, and 
above all else, 
proving itself as 
the sole legal rep­
resentative and 
mouth-piece of 
all Palestinians— 
a dream it has 
nursed for well 
over one decade.

Yasser 
fat’s ! 
however, 
have got 
broader a fort­
night ago, with 
the unexpected 
windfall from 
Tripoli. The Li­
byan strongman, 
Col. Muammer 
Gaddafi. ex­
tended hands of 
friendship to the 
111 AA ..

• Baker L 
speculate

PLO chief, a moderate leader, de­
scribed in the past by Gaddaffi as “un­
fit" to lead the organisation, and even as 
a "sell out." Despite their past quarrels, 
Tripoli, in what analysts sec as a highly 
significant gesture, offered to host a 
Palestinian government-in-exile. Ara­
fat also got good news from the United 
States. Monday. The US Justice De­
partment had. in the last minute, back­
ed down from appealing against a June 
30 New York Federal District Court’s 
ruling that the PLO’s UN observer mis­
sion should not be closed down. 
Washington had wanted the office shut, 
because according to it, the PLO should 
be taken as "terrorist” organisation.

The mood, therefore, appears just 
right, for the PLO to make the 
long-anticipated political move: dec­
laration of a Palestinian government-in-

PLO gets set for govemment-in-exile
exile. This, observers believe, would 
logically be preceded by the proclama­
tion of an independent Palestinian state 
in the occupied territories. Arab di­
plomatic sources say, however, that 
although Arafat, mid last month in 
Baghdad, Iraq, endorsed a set of pre­
liminary measures accepting full re­
sponsibility for the occupied regions, he 
is taking his time, carefully weighing all 
the options.

Indeed, the PLO Ambassador in 
Lagos, Samir Baker, told The African 
Guardian that not until the meeting of 
the Palestine National Council (PNC), 
PLO’s highest organ, later this month.

would the politic­
al horizon be­
come clearer. 
“Until the PNC 
decides,"said the 
ambassador, "ev­
ery other thing 
you hear is spe­
culation.”

Even so, the 
determination of 
the Israeli Prime 
Minister, Yitzhak 
Shamir, to use all 
his might to crush 
any PLO attempt 
to establish a gov­
ernment in exile, 
or declare an in­
dependent state 
in the occupied 

Until the PNC decides everything is region, is no
tetive rumour.

Recent reports are that the Israeli au­
thorities are beginning to succumb to 
extremist pressures to annex West Bank 
“should any maniacs raise the idea of a 
Palestinian government.”

Diplomatic sources, however, sus­
pect that the PLO' leadership may try to 
preempt Tel Aviv by allowing leaders of 
the intifada (uprising) now in its 10th 
month in the West Bank to make the 
historic proclamation of the Palestinian 
state, instead of the PLO. This, it is 
expected, would not only remove Israeli 
pressure from the back of the PLO, but 
also win greater international support 
for the Palestinian state since the PLO is 

regarded by some Western nations 
i “terrorist group."

was to confirm that the talks were dead­
locked. In fact, it was not even possible 
to get Iranian Foreign Minister, Ali 
Akbar Velayati, and his Iraqi counter­
part. Tarek Aziz, to talk again during 
the week, after their initial August 2<> 
meeting — three days followinj 
opening of the talks.

The dcallock is widely seen as a bad 
sign because it arose over the inter­
pretation of the very first paragraph of 
the 10-point Security Council ceasefire re­
solution. De Cuellar later said at a press 
conference that he had appointed a 
special representative to attend to the 
finer details of the negotiations. I ie had 
shuttled back and forth, according to 
him, proposine ideas in a hid to bring 
about a real compromise rather than 
simply extracting concessions from 
cither party. I Ic warned that time was 
"running out".adding that permanent 
members of the Security Council 
would be asked to decide on how to 
break the deadlock.

Observers believe that concerted 
efforts al this level will be most helpful. 
Iran (the only belligerent in the conflict 
with potentials for extreme behaviour) 
is so battered, it cannot stall the peace 
process for too long. Besides, it has 
assets — seized by the United States in 
1980s — to rcpossscs.
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divest them of 
vileges But per 
problem of the t

imagina'ac pngles 
AM MSf R ..

I 'nimprt xsed X nan >

goverr.mer.t would want to xci up an set up an art 
agency to teach people the.r nghtv, the ix a : .
rights that they must demand from the • tdev 
x cry government It seems most govern- Jo pm 
ments would rather the citizenry wax ability 
docile and didn't raise a voice How jrav-'” 
have you managed to keep a balance'* |<t*cl. 
Moreover it’s okay to raise the con- I 
sciousness of people but what happens ' 
thereafter? Some people think it is mote 
frustrating when you know your rights 
and you can’t enforce them.

Jerry Gana: I agree entirely with you 
that our job is risky. There is no doubt at 
all No doubt there are risks involved 
and in fact half of the attacks are coming 
from the areas where they oppose the 
whole programme of enlightening the

n-ncy to enlighten the people 
a two-edged sword It can cut both 

, The enlightenment we ire trying 
vc the people would rise them the 
tv t«» a k questions that arc emhar- 

ov< rnment 
:f.clf And already in <>'ir MAMSER 
forums m a number of situations, qup- 
nons arc asked of government officials 
which they think very embarrassing.

We believe that this r the beginning 
of something profound that should be 
encouraged because when the people 
ask the right questions and are willingto 
stand by such questions then a changes 

I coming which will be good tor accounts- 
I bility. which is a scarce commodity in 
j Nigeria

.a pk■. Iwjiiw ovci the •-an. tin 
ha\C bl III filled tlOi.l t’lK IjHOUIkc, 
'.he people I want to it II you dial the 
are forces that ate vk tv povvi ifully ma 
shaded against M \ MM R intact.pa 
ot ths' agenda ot the meeting in Kadis 
the other dav was a pap" that *i 
tabled against M \MM-R because 
M \MSi R succeeds. Hu w aie in trot 
bk Rut while we have been often 
police and military escort several turn 
we said the best wav we can be pn 
tcctcd is to do our job well, todoourje 
to the extent that the ■ rdinary peep

will defend us 1 he w hole idea of haun 
a police escort oti.n H me. 1 sec I 
coming betw*.,. n . .. . pcopkln
going to mobilise

Now how ... wk 
lance * It is true tt'. t

• ...
non for Eton-Ra < r, Sdt Re­
liance and Social Ju- .««.»» • .’/ir fluent 
acrony m ot MA IfXL R In the tno years 
since its inaugura:. ■■n.thcc.r toraiehas 
come under a storr <-t . mn.-vn from 
Arc.1. ...
charge the ambition- .i,.. . tine of 
the directorate* :w;.i ; .. tingles 
proclaims that MA MSI R the

retorted with cxnicai con., . ? the
jingle If MAMSER l> i . . ':rn
what is thi’qut stum and MAMSER is 
not the ansuer.

MA MS ER's problems c '
Tht directors
Political Bureau as a c. . n, .. j 
socialist direction tor th- country U a 
turned out. the Federal Military (■ 
mem rejected socialism ; the 
grounds that an gy • . •
legislated — hut <niF/u<... M WISER 
So from early on in .-.a •; ,ni , n:.cs
predicted that the diret:
ideological direction hou.’J be u icurre 
of abortion

Besides. MA MSER u licucd by some 
as a subterranean political moxement. 
The directorate u <iA.> dread..: bv seme 
who see it as an instrument that may 

f long accustomed pro 
erhaps the most xenous

to cultivate and sei S
ble rallying myth — an id .
ity, orcven a M IMS!
the answer, yrs 
appear* not to haw fount. .. inning 
rhythm to connect \;ger.-.;n- .. the idea.

Dr Jerry Gana, s chair­
man, ledateam of MAMSER < jiicials to 
a forum mt!: 4/n .•. ( .....-..'...n.
Apart from Gana x*h - speaks in the 
compulsive style of an cvungelLxt, there 
were Mr Ralph Opara (< ' Shaker- 
Shakes fame.', easily one oj Sigena's 
finest broadcasters. Colonel Rowland 
Omowa. rather reticent but confident, 
and Mr Wole Adamolckun. Gana's 
message — which left ri i none impress­
ed—is that MA.MSLR intends to break 
out of the shell am soar i TheAfri- , 
can Guardian team at the dialogue were 
Mr. Andy f:
Mr. Xduka Irabor editor Mr Chuk-

ssuemeka Gahia. head of the Interna­
tional Desk; Miss Tayo Atoiabt, and 
Mr. Okcy Xdtbe. Dr. Eddre Madumafu. 
Mr Odia Ofctmun and Dr Fred 
Onyeozm of The Guardian's edaorud 
board were indued »o parttapate Ex­
cerpts;

The Afncan Guardian: \ou tn to 
sensitise people to tbetr nghb. to liber­
ate them from their feudal krds tn some 
pans of the evuntn and cec wonders 
whether you haven't run into some 
attacks from interested parties Also it 
seems a httie bit coctradicton that a
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• Dr. Jerry Dana expounding a point 
our programmes and the direction we 
want, to take in terms of this particular 
mobilisation. The greatest supporter of 
the Directorate of Social Mobilization is 
the President himself. If not because of 
that we would have given up already 
because there are very powerful forces 
in the society that are opposed to mobi­
lisation of the people. Very, very 
powerful, and they write petitions upon 
petitions on us every week for reasons 
which I am sure you will understand. 
Because when the masses are mobilised 
and organised, God save those who 
want to manipulate them in future. 
Government is fully backing this. But I 
want to say that a number of actions 
taken by government agencies, instead 
of aiding mobilisation, they have been 
demobilising. I want to agree with you 
that maybe the scrapping of ASUU is 
one such thing. And we tell govern­
ment, what business have you got scrap­
ping ASUU? The answer docs not lie in 
scrapping it because they have other 
ways of mobilising and they arc really 
mobilising. And you know, there are 
some forces even within govt 
self that may be acting withe 
thority of government. I am not here 
really to defend. As far as we are con­
cerned, we ourselves are not happy with 
certain decisions that may have been 
taken which may not facilitate mobilisa­
tion.

Has MAMSER recognised the uses of 
propaganda and the need to create a 
body of myths to rally Nigerians'?

Well I believe the strategies for mobi­
lising the people are being worked out

just for the 
nent as well, 
ole they will

carefully. When you -yant to do this 
kind of thing, you don’t want to rush 
everything.You could rm into prob­
lems with the reputation of personalities 
you want to use. Bit wc do know that 
propaganda is very mportant in every­
thing you are doing ind it’s an aspect of 
information, especially -n mobilising 
and organising youths, fbrinsiance. But 
like 1 said, something like this must be 
looked into because we don’t want to be 
accused of the kind of rash, very loud 
and extremely unfortunate prop­
aganda.

Wc are interestedin gifting more clar­
ification of this myth point; or it may be 
just the presidency, as in America. What 
is it in Nigeria that you can use as a focal 
point for this kind of mobilisation?

I agree entirel/ that mobilisation 
usually is facilitated immensely where 
you have symbols who-an really galva­
nize the people in a particuar direction 
they arc moving towards. Well, where is 
the htoving spirit of this mobilisation? 
The search continues. Our political 
education panel is really discussing this 
issue. But-what w< are using in every 
Nigerian community thr. we have gone 
to is the message that this is the only 
country we have got m the entire world. 
You may run it down but we owe it a 
duty to really transform it and make it 
bettet so that we cin hand it over to 
other generations.

One gets this inpression that MAM­
SER is working inthe grasiroot and edu­
cating the people so that (hey can know 
their rights in a civilian dispensation, 
and not the typ< of government we have

But mobilisation is not j- 
masses but for the govemme 
Once wc enlighten the pcopli 
expect more of government.

Now, wc want the people to ask the 
questions. That will bring into being 
certain forces within a certain time that 
can bring about a change.

Another question is how do you man­
age the consciousness you raise to 
achieve some goals? You don’t seem to 
have that structure to manage the ener­
gies you have unleashed towards 
achieving specific goals?

The sense in which we sec ourselves is 
as the midwife of a new order which 
would have its own ideology and de­
fined by the new consciousness wc arc 
raising. /\nd then wc create the struc­
tures to direct the energies of the masses 
in that direction. In other words, we arc 
facilitators. The one wc were now trying 
to do is to raise the consciousness in 
such a way that the people themselves 
would examine and say, okay, if we 
move in this direction, it would serve 
Nigeria. It means they may decide to 
change direction, but it is not a decision 
taken by a few elites. It is rather coming 
out of a popular consciousness. We are 
the midwife trying to create a new social 
order that will also be able to have the 
ideological direction. So we are in the 
interim trying to bring today that new 
order. Of course that is for tomorrow. 
For now that consciousness is having 
some implications for the present order.

Is it not the case that part of MAM­
SER ’s unstated briefs is to sell the gov­
ernment’s programmes, including S?\P?

I want to say quite clearly and cate­
gorically that ns at now, the Directorate 
for Social Mobilisation has been given 
the free hand to map out its strategies, 
its programmes and so on. There is no 
dictation whatsoever as to the content 
anti direction of our programmes. I 
think wc have to be very fair to the 
government. All whatever you see in 
our programmes is put together in Abu­
ja. using resource panels. Wc have a 
resource panel of self-reliance, a re­
source panel of family and social rcla- 
tiou.s. a resource panel of mass educa­
tion Whatever wc design in the course 
of the programme has really come from 
the Directorate and no directive has 
ever been given .is to the content of our 
programme So I must say that there is 
that independence or autonor 
government Secondly, they b 
by a decree which is the highest UIV 
do in terms of law. Thirdly, the] 
trying to fund it. although inadeqi 
for now. They has e allowed us to<
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the public to kr.-* the cumber of time* | 
1 have written aprast a number of' 
things and p- i c -7—. titer c.-. changed 
its positxcr. B-t once 1 castiptc and 
ridicule gmerr.njer.t r. the pages of I•
ten to me rev time I wart io advise j 
them1 So what I am say.ng tv this There ( 
are a number of wavs m wy-ch *c arc dwn uas a 

.  cm- ■-
ment is doing w|)Kh are r. t facilitating I *

— T--- ■» -’ | n>
I ' tamed the masses nec<

• Rac* C’ca.-a re tx Q» O-t*a caoixats at He foam 
mobilisation

I think that v. u ate not being ft 
the historical r* otsof ti c Directon 
Social Mobilisation It «■ *• not govern­
ment tb.H set it up It wa« after a scars 

I debate bv ordinarv pc< pic in Nigeria. 
I including ‘••.'•le <1 oursclscs here, m fact 
1 a distinguished member of The Guar- 
! dwn was a member of the political 

___ ,hcv went round and at the end 
f the dav they recommended that if the 
cw irder of democracy is to be sus- 
uii.ii. - . - , - >.vol to be mobilised

l and given political education: govern- 
rent accepted. So are uc now accusing 

•, .ernment of accepting a popular re- 
•nmcndation ’ So government 

..ipti-d that there's a [xilitical process
■ .t p pic h.T.e •ct < ut for the new 
•!er to succeed
f topic have to In empowered 

throjj’h knowledge, through informa- 
through organisation, through 
. j rto be able to maintain 

: jpport for that •.'.tern, the new order 
want ’ ■ creritc And government 

, - rl *c believe in that, go ahead. So
■ Id wc use it as if it were speakers * 
c- <nt5r in Hyde Park? Life is more se­
rious than that for me to waste I mean,

i I had a good job rn A Bl I as a teacher, 
i Ralph Opara was a zonal Director of 
f-RCN. *c do not want to waste our 
time on frivolity. If there is no scriouj 
business of consciousness raising to do,

i 1 will resign if it is only for such 
| frivolity.

list: a— du w, Dm »Uri 
*** perffn; flic n-Acttw from the pewpk?

Quite b. right now the rcac- 
ere t~.:e “>: wc could invite

v . eere d cur MAMSER forums in a 
village setthg and you just compare the 
kind of queaions people ask a governor 
direct!) now and what the situation w*s 
a few years tack A number of 
thc>c villagers. 'hen you bnng them 
befeic thervnfaals. to be able to ask 
questkw directly is an interesting 
change

It dots not appear as if you are in a 
position to say loik. this is wrong, it 
must stop. You dm't advise on issues 
like that of ASH From what you have 
said, it appears y a are now beginning to 
evplain or -beta* of the government. 
You sry somebody else, not the Presi­
dent. tikes these decisions, as if that per­
son doe not ask? b the directorate not 
keeping mum bccaise the government 
set it up’

1 do w ant to say (hat there is a sense in 
w huh it is impossble for us to be able to 
advise a go’.'-inmeat seriously and at 
the same tine write on the pages ct 
newspapers. V c have done a number of 
things on behalf of a number of orga­
nisations. a number of people. Yester­
day . just as an cvanple, we came across 
a situation uhecth somebody was de­
tained wrorgly. And so a member of 
our directorate immediately went to the 
relevant bodiesnvolved and the person 
was released. Il other words, it is not 
tair for us to go to tie public tomorrow 
Oh’ it will be nice or me I would like I

;cptin;-

. [
<ut



The sweep of a new broom
Rasaki's radical measures jolt Lagos Ians

• Rasaki. Everywhere, everytime

By H'lke Ubinl
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and so were his 
■rough the unirn-

the , 
:wildei

He will deliberately ask a commissioner 
to brief him on the progress of a particu­
lar project, but before this time, he 
would have made a nocturnal visit to the 
site of the project to see things for him­
self.

On the eve of his visit to Ikorodu, 
August 17. he quietly sneaked into the 
ancient town by 2 a.m. without the 
pomp and pcagcantry associated with 
state power, to have a feel of the town. 
One aide said he opened a tap, but no 
water flowed. Predictably, in a welcome 
address presented to the governor. Au­
gust 18. the people, among others, high­
lighted the water shortage in the area. 
From his high table, the governor 
chuckled. He told a bewildered audi­
ence that he was in the town during the 

omingto seething 
□mised to sink more 
ide other basic ame-
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the governor's office in Alausa Ikeja. to 
protest against what they described as 
"callous acts by some council officials 
and military men.” The traders alleged 
that council officials, on Thursday, 
burnt their goods worth t housands of 
naira at the market.

Rasaki, aides say, is a tireless admi­
nistrator He is tough-minded and a go- 
getter. “1 told him last week that he 
looked tired and needed a rest”, said 
one aide. But the governor jokingly re­
sponded that time was against him. He 
may be right. According to line political 
transition programme, he has only 
twenty-six months to implement his 
programmes and those already started 
by his predecessor.

wee hours of the momit 
for himself. He pror 
bore holes and provid 
nitics in the town.

Some ot his officials say his radical 
actions and pronouncements cast him in 
the mould of late General Murtala 
Muhammed, and he has lived up to that 
image. On August 18, he ordered the 
state Commissioner for Health, Dr. 
Adekunlc Desalu, and Chief Bayo De- 
jonwo, former managing director of 
Apex Nigeria Limited, now chairman of 
Epe Local Government Area, to ex­
plain why a N1.4 million X-ray equip­
ment which Dejonwo supplied to Ikor­
odu General Hospital (before he be­
came a council boss) had not been in­
stalled.

Apart from swearing to abolish street 
trading in Lagos, he has also ordered 
the demolition of illegal structures in 
the state thought to be blocking the 
drainage system. “When we finish the 
demolition, you can take us to court and 
we will come there and answer,” he 
bodly told owners of the illegal struc­
tures. I le also threatened to deal "ruth­
lessly" with local government chairmen 
and councillors who defy the ban on 
political activities. Last week, Rasaki 
asked Messrs Termac Engineering 
Company Limited handling the N2 1 
million Animanshaun Road extension 
works in the Lagos metropolis to hands 
off the project for tardiness.

But some of his actions have pro­
voked public outcry. Last week, over 
5<X) semi-nude market women displaced 
from the sprawling Oshodi railway line 
market in Lagos mainland, marched to

f^URING his maiden tour of Epe 
Local Government area, July 30, 

Col. Raji Alagbc Rasaki, 41, newly 
crowned governor of Lagos state, 
accosted a secondary school pupil and 
asked him to spell the word hospital. 
The boy muttered two inaudible letters 
and went blank. Rasaki was said to have 
been visibly shaken, and so were his 
horde of officials. Though the unim­
pressive result of the brief encounter 
between the governor and the pupil may 
not be a yardstick for measuring the 
standard of education in the state, aides 
say Rasaki’s mind is already made up in 
favour of making admission into public 
schools tougher.

If this wind of change is yet to blow, 
Rasaki who was sworn in as the eight 
governor of Lagos State, July 27, fol­
lowing the recent redeployment of 14 
governors and re-assignment of others, 
has taken some radical steps that have 
earned him the epithet of "action gov­
ernor."

Before now. the consensus was that 
Lagos is a state of unlimited riches. But 
on August 9, when he addressed the 
state’s commissioners and director- 
generals. Rasaki painted a sorry picture 
of a state whose account is in the red: "I 
have discovered that contrary to the im­
pression people have, demands on the 
resources of the state government far 
out-weigh the quantum of those re­
sources... I am. therefore, left in no 
doubt that the finances of the state are 
very tight and need belt-tightening", 
said the governor.

Consequently, Rasaki has embar­
goed the award of fresh contracts,pay­
ments and recruitment of fresh hands 
into the state’s civil service. He hasn’t 
given an inkling about his intention to 
suspend any of the multi-million naira 
projects (like the N30 million Lagos 
House) initiated by his predecessor, 
Navy Captain Mike Akhigbe, but Rasa­
ki has been insisting on judicious use of 
scarce funds in the execution of these 
projects. Apparently to accentuate his 
resolve to husband funds, he has recon­
stituted and redesignated the state’s 
funds management committee. The 
body which approves the disbursement 
of funds, now becomes the Fund 
Allocation Committee, with the gov­
ernor as chairman.

Indeed Rasaki has an intriguing lead­
ership style, and I^igosians seem jolted.
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A sharp shot
Feders! Government f res Enugu council chairman
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and tor 
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5 controver­
ts paint the

uvc measure" wav taken

not have Sanyaolu
cnee that hr never

■u 1 oca! Gov- 
ch < • while 
s,' an oath of 

he Chairman, 
made Enugu

I local govern- 
and Orji the

caccu. among viocr unnp. vnai. 
aboal N13JOO spent on an alleged 
baying of three air coniue~?g units, 
the N25.0CV- spent on a contract for 
fteancul appraisal cf AVOP and the 
M2.U35S pud to On i foe "business 
travels' be recovered from tern These 
recoerexedabens were accepted by the 
state pvenMeat

In fact, the admmmratne inquiry 
into AVOP was ret the first to indict 
Ori. and therebs thcatren hrs pohtical 
career. In 19*6. he «is indicted tn the 
goveraaeat'white paper on the report 
cf the board of inquiry mto the affairs of 
Nigeria Water Sapp*? and CoG$trect»on 
Ccmpar.;. Limited cf which he was

g\ER since he was elected the 1 affrrsof AX OP when Oru was its Sole 
Ks Chairman of Enugu I 
ment Council Anambra 
cember. Sam Orji has consistently been j 
under the - spdlight. Last week it was j 
the laser bears fully on him as he be- ■ 
came the first elected councillor to be | 
suspended by the Federal Military Gov- | 
emmer.t t

His suspension, endorsed by the i 
Chief of General Staff. Augustes • 
Aikhomu. was prompted by three 
reasons: Orji sindictment by the find­
ings of a Government white-paper on 
his activities as sole administrator cf 
Anambra State owned Vegetable Oil 
Company at Nachi; his "persistent con­
duct” — an unveiled reference to hs 
regular disagreement with the Anambra 
State Government, and conduct mimic­
al to good government All these, in the | 
Federal Gu»emment‘s reasoning, 
likely to disrupt the transition to c 
rule programme.

If anything. Orji's suspension 
appeared the government's way of put­
ting paid to ihe simmering debate on 
whether the military goverrment can 
remove any of the elected councilion. 
Only recently . National Electoral Com­
mission's (NEC) Chairman. Professor 
Erne Aw a said that the government can­
not remove an elected council chair­
man. And the belief had been that the 
only way a councillor could be removed 
wasLy litigation, if his election was un­
lawful or .through the Recall System 
which stipulates that the councillors 
were only to be removed with a vote to 
that effect by two-thirds of all registered 
members of the electorate in a consti­
tuency.

Last weei;. however. Awa concluded 
that the “government is supreme over 
issues involving state security" — a re- 
ference to the Federal government's ex­
planation .hot Orji's removal was to 
Prevent his conduct from disrupting the 
transition to civil rule programme. 
Elected or not," said Awa. "the secur- 

•ty forces deal with any person who may 
jeopardise the transition programme.* 

Aikhomu’s order for Orji's removal
Sa,d that he would remain suspended 
“nt»l investigations into his deeds at 
Anambra Vegetable Oil Products Li­
fted (AVOP) were concluded. The 
S°vemmcnt wthife paper on fbe admi­
nistrative board of inquiry into the

gazetted.
However, the most instinctive of the 

reasons given bv the I edetal Govern^ 
ment forOrji s iemov.il was his perm- 
tent conduct' Phis. ol couisc. was a 

I direct reference to the '• .* t that the local 
! government chairman h.t* been queried 

is elected the affrrsof AX OP when Orn was its Sole | ;u.iC thlK xc U a|cne bv the Anambra 
Local Govern-1 AdBioittnaor had indicted tern and re- ! state Governor. Robert \konobi. (or 

i State last De- commended. among other things. that: official misdcmeanom and for ignor- 
‘ ‘ “ the state-owned fnivcrsal Insur-

c Companv while >. •"•'M >n an in­
surance deal tor the Ogbcte Main Mar­
ket in Enugu

' Beside*. since he became Enugu Loc- 
,-J Government Chairman. Orji has ac­
quired the reputation of a controverswi 
litigant He went to court to stop the 
Government from rek using the contents 
of the white papcj on .W OP because, 
according to him. he was nor given a fair 
hcanng dunng the mvc-ticati 'm 

He has also contested the right of the 
Anambra State S.n it Au,hc"2 
(ASESA ' to collect t. - ,n-m motor 
parks.

Hall these give Orjt out a 
sial, reports from Er,;;.

i picture cf a cult figure 
i ports had it that the 1 -1 
emment was being run wi 
the councillors h.d sworn 
secret allegiance to Orji. t! 
If anything, all tho'c h'd 
the most visible of the •>'« 
ment councils m Nigeria 
most controversial Chain 

Meanwhile, following the report cx- 
durivelv in the Guards Exprc^ and 
later Th( GuL.ri.an.- I Or.’’ *• suspension 
last wcck. 7he (.uard-.an's correspon­
dent • Dodan Barracks Kunle 
Sanvar/J who W is relieving Rclechi 
Onvcmu bt. wo banned from the beat 
until the substantive correspondent re­
sumes duty

Duro Om.hule. Chief Press Secretary 
to President Babangid • ■ aid thi* pum- 
uve mea-urc" was taken against 

- - • kme the “protocol ot 
story did 

/• h' hoc and 111*.def- 
wrote the ■!'<’> failed 

to impret’> Onabulc However, having 
taken the Enugu case so seriously, 
observers believe the Fc ! ral(<■ vern- 
ment has demonstrated its degree of 
sensitivity to the transition programme 
and. more importantly, succeeded in 
dictating the direction of the debate (if it 

--------   _.4. I will continue) on whether an elected 
been allowed to contest the | counci| ch;nrTT1;incan be removed bv the 

i n ---------. -I*-. .» mj]jlary government.
By Debo Adeslna with reports from 

Cbukwuemeka Onyedikam

• Akbs-, no 

chairman.
The government of the then East 

Central State (Imo and Anambra 
Stater) had accepted the report of the 
board of inquiry that Orji and two 
others defrauded the company 
of several thouiands of naira Ard 
the two state governments particularly 
promised in the paper that the sum of 
N20il.9S5.000 which is the c\ erpayment 
on the purchase of Wirth B2 Rig will be 
recovered from Dr. Orji.-

This being one of the many instances 
of indictments by goverrment white 
papers, observers believe Orji should 
not have t._.. ___ ‘._
last Local Government election in the 
first place Moreso. a pardon which he 
allegedly claims he got from the military i 
government before 1979 was never j

iemov.il


Sound off

• Murk. No /okmg matter

• Kutonjl NITEL s action breaches contract • Osagie: NITEL needs money Sy Josephine Akarue
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Victoria Island

Col. Mark cuts telephone lines, consumers protest 
what he does not think he needs.” 
would have been understandable, si 
adds.if NITEL had asked its subscribers 
to pay in instalments.

Brushing aside Mrs Kuforiji’s argu­
ment that the new directive was not con­
tained in the original deed, NITEL’s 
General Manager (International) Bayo 
Latcju retorts that policies and oper­
ational conditionalities are never static 
and are subject to changes with the 
times. In the light of the present econo­
mic reality and other responsibilities en­
trusted on NITEL, he holds that the 
company has to find alternative ways of 
generating revenue.

Ironically, the same reasons prefer­
red by NITEL for introducing the new 
policy explains why the subscribers are 
refusing to play ball. Beyond illegality, 
money is the key factor. The civil ser- 
vants’eaming capacity is low. The high­
est paid civil servant receives less than 
half the salary of his counterpart in the 
private sector. Another argument held 
by those affected is that they earn just as 
much as their colleagues 1 •"
less classy areas. Lateju ho\ 
no apologies, maintaininp 
who can afford to live on \ • 
should be able to foot the bills.

Irked by the suggestion, a senior gov­
ernment official described the concept 
as “absolutely disgusting." To make it 
mandatory he continues, will be to com­
mit the error of presuming that every­
one who lives on the Island belongs to 
the "bourgcosic class."

Ilir Af-RR V <4 AROIAN SEITliMDF.R 12. 1WX

For NI TEL’s image 
Anyaru, it is not an issue
poor It is simply maximizing the use of 
a system that is already configurated 
into the exchange in order to generate 
fund. Even then subscribers believe 
that this should not be at their expense. 
To make them pay for services not re­
quested, they say. is "asking for a few 
things loo many "

NITEl.’s records have not helped its 
case either In the eyes of the subscri­
bers, NI1I-.L is a bottomless pit 
fraud Says Anyaru: “It is easy for i... 
public to shout fraud. We can only 
appeal to it not to collude with touts to 
defraud the company."

In August. a firm of Insurance Brok­
ers. Clanvills I thoneven. discovered 
that its lines had been disconnected af­
ter being presented with a NITEL bill of 
N16.4IMI. An inquiry indicated that a NI­
TEL tecnnician and a worker at the Fe­
deral Ministry of Information had collu­
ded to tap the company s line to make 
several international calls Such practic­
es, it is feared, cannot be completely ru. 
led out in the operation of NITEL’s new 
policy, not even Anyarus assurance 
that any member of staff with itchy fi­
ngers will be immediately dismissed.

Of the over 10.1100 subscribers on the 
Island, with the exception of the 7,000 
in the parastatals. not many have 
showed interest in the 1 DI) Apparent­
ly. NITEL-believing that it is holding 
the trump card-has said that the installa­
tion of the 11)1) is not a ques 
choice But would the subscrib 
cumb ’

$T^DI ONII David Mark, the Com- 
V^munications Minister is one who 
would like to be taken seriously. But on 
August 10 when he ordered that all tele- 
pltonc subscribers on Victoria Island, 
Lhgos. irrespective of need, should 
have the International Direct Dial 
(IDD) system installed on their lines or 
do without telephones, the subscribers 
were convinced that he was joking. He 
had to be. they reasoned, for a great 
number of them were civil servants who 
by quirk of fate were living in the choi­
cest area of the city overlooking the san­
dy beaches dotted with coconut palm — 
a haven for the rich, and the sophisti­
cated. The ? I -day ultimatum was hardly 
honoured

Thursd.iv last week, the Minister 
made good his threat. By 8.1X1 a.m., the 
over 3.000 adamant subscribers were 
cut off from the rest of the world.

Having been used to receiving 
vices only when requested, the subs 
bent saw the directive as not only irra­
tional, but illegal. Councillor for the 
Victoria Island district. Mrs Abimbola 
Kuforiji argues that the Minister's 
announcement which requires subscri­
bers to pay N3.500 for business lines and 
N1.500 lor private use, was not a part of 
the original agreement drawn up be­
tween Nigerian Telecommunications 
(NITEL) and its subscribers. A protest 
letter was despatched to the Chief of 
General Stall. Rear Admiral Augustus 
Aikhomu List week. Says the council­
lor “You cannot force a man to pay for
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twenty-four

IS

miners who had
'trike to bock

rportc 
at sea with its 2 JKMi 
load of toxic waste

ASUU NANS live
BARELY three days after implemcn 

" i Babangi- ary structure 
third vear in teachers.

million monthly, but pays 
wage bill of about NU 
lion About 1256locomotive

Noretrechment yet Jnvcnare employedcooper- appomted I.
ate 401ococwti--c« and 9.000 the tasotaxw of the 
workers employed to serwe mt crcncil of the SI. 
the locomotive.

20. after 
it execu- 
iLC

He was asked to examine 
the machinery for the eon- 

m ay duct of elections into the con­
gress; to review its constitu-

- ■ ■ • ...

of the cnsis tn the NLC He 
was also expected to organise 
a special delegates confer- 

some ence at which a new executive 
council of the NLC would

IN !*W. there was b’cxxi- 
  . bath at the Enugu coal sones 

  Kalu. who when Bntish Cc'.cr.zaJ p- ;c£. 
announced the government men shot and luBed sccx 
directive m Lagos, said the miners who had gone or. 
reduction of workers from 'trike tn back up their de­
nser 32,000 to 24,000 was mand for enhancedcoedibea 
necessary “to eliminate re- of service Thxty-cise years 
dundancies" after, the miners' condition

However. twenty-four has improved considerably 
hours after the minister's But the miners face another 
statement. Major General 
Paul Tarfa (rtd). NRC man­
aging director, made a con­
flicting announcement. He 
told a meeting of the NRC 
branch of Senior Staff mines. ----
Assocition of Statutory Cor- Robert Akor.v 
poration and Government ' 
owned Companies
(SSASCGC). that the lay- " - 
was being shelved pending an ance to salvage the mines, 
agreement between the gov­
ernment and the ssascgc Ogunkoya

The association supports qr
‘ent work-

THE government appears 
to be blowing hot and cold at 
the Nigeria Railway Cor- 
poration (NRC). Last Tues- Coal mines 
day. it ordered the immediate COl lapse 
retrenchment of 8 .(XX) work­
ers in Nigeria’s oldest para- 
statal. Transport minister. 
Dr. Kalu Idika 1

August, has been 
to December 30.

Labour and Productivity 
Minister. Alhaji Abubakar

earns N5 Umar, said last week that the
a extension was necessary to  

mil- allow Ogunkoya complete his President Ibrahim 
assignment Ogunkova was da. marked his thu
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Karin 
along
JULY 3 t the sk y port 

■ : K • ’• I St 
bte fear Works and IT awng Minister 
looflapse Brigadier Mamrrmh Kot-in- 
— gora waved good-bye to the 

German vev.cl. MV Kann B.• - . ' • 
zc) con- 
:d with the 
te illegally 

I ■> by an Ita- 
But f««t over 

a. the ‘hip is

roams Augu„ 27. .here ate 
positive signs that the pros­
cribed unions in the country 
u ill spring back to life- Minis­
ter of Justice and Attorney 
General. Prince Bola Ajibo- 
la. told delegates who 
aliened this year's annual 
conference of the Nigerian 
H .r .Association (NBA), in 
Kaduna, that the president 

ured him that the ban 
. n zXtademic Staff Union of 
I ’Diversities (ASUU). and 
the National Association of 
Nigerian Students (NANS), 
would soon be lifted

Ajihola explained that 
government has a duty to 

maintain public order and 
safer.. though some people 
may suffer in the process.

NANS was banned in 1986 
it the wake of Ahmadu Bello 

I 'nivcrsifv students crisis, 
while ASUU was sent to the 
.ool-.r. July 1988, after uni­
versity teachers had gone on 
stnke to protest the delay in 

mating the new sal- 
; tor UIUVGXSil)-

of service Thirty-nine 
after, the miners' co 
has 
But 
serious problem

There is a palpabi 
that the mines wc-jd a 
except ar. urgent reactivan.-n 
work is earned cut a: the

Last week. Col
governor (20 fo/er «>/ 

of Anambra State breezed tamer-., each stuffc;
into Lagos to sofat federal lethal tone ’

(SSASCGC). that the lay-off government’s financial aw<- da-ped K
s han corr.pan. 

one month no
Stays discharge i" c.irjro

...v — rt Vll European countries have re-
the purge of fraudulent work- fused to accept the » i*.tr
ers and those »ho have THE storms tenure nf the The ship arrived Spain l.v I 
sewed the organisation for 35 administrator of the *s- ''cdreubi ■ h'‘’ *hx *“n
yean, but it insists that those ,o|sed Sieena Labour Con- sene been
to be affected bv the exerase ,s,Lo m Mrh.., cruise atatg.lt has sma been 
must be promptly ptud their bsu„k'.... evpe'ed t ha’s * SStaKfcJ 
benefits. Kalu said on Tues- A ' ’ ‘ shores and is r r -n. JI. I «
da> that N42 million has been cUcnded ~- al sea with ns . i««i tonne 
set aside to pas gratuity and 
other benefits.

The corporation

atatg.lt
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lary antics of former colonisers like Bri- 
ighl to be a global concern not only from 
. .jut more painfully from the short-run
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■ T is pathetic that Britain, unable to wean itself from the
■ distant past of colonial exploitation and glory, has 
threatened to ban American oil companies from explora­
tions in the North Sea if the economic sanctions against 
apartheid South Africa being contemplated hy the United 
States Congress were to prove harmful to British firms. 
According to the London based Sunday Telegraph of August 
28, the British acting Charge d’ Affaires in Washington, 
Mr. Mubrain Crone was reported to have sent a letter to the 
VS congress stating that if America imposed sanctions, “the 
British Government would certainly come under strong 
domestic pressure to retaliate against US oil companies 
operating or wishing to operate in the North Sea.”

In a most vulgar whitemail, the British acting Charge d* 
Affaires hinted darkly that “given the very substantial par­
ticipation of US oil companies in the North Sea — this 
(economic embargo against the racists) is a situation which 
we very much hope will not arise”.

!\ow, it that threat had come in the days when every 
Albion believed that Britannia rules the waves and that its 
imperial sun would never set, then the whitemail would quite 
possibly have made some sense. But not anymore.

If anything, the threats from Britain have underscored 
one point. Those w ho w ere gullible enough to believe that the 
British Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, had been 
opposing sanctions against the racist regime on account of 
the welfare of the Blacks in South Africa, can now confirm 
for themselves that they have been labouring under an illu­
sion. albeit a costly one.

That point was well made by a British embassy official 
w ho Sunday Telegraph quoted as saying that “the legislation 
could have considerable influence on British interests and 
we arc therefore defending these interests”. In other words, 
Britain's opposition to sanctions against South Africa are 
actuated by one consideration alone — naked economic 
self-interest. Critics of the conservative Thatcher have per­
sistently pointed out her purhlind position to no avail

History alone should sufficiently instruct Thatcher that 
no matter how long a people have been oppressed, they must 
ultimately attain freedom either through peaceful or violent
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means.
Now, there’s nothing to indicate in its utterances and 

action that the conservative government of Thatcher is 
actually protecting the interest of Britain. A government 
that purports to protect those interests would have realised 
that in the long run. South Africa is bound to be free and that 
these economic interests would best be served if Britain 
contributed to a peaceful resolution of the conflict now. 
Commonsense alone should teach Thatcher that those who, 1 
through their action, fuel the feelings of the oppressed 
Blacks to see violence as the only way, are hound to lose 
those economic interests they are so desirous of preserving.

All these aside, the British threat to the US Congress is 
truly laughable. Here was a former colonial power wnose 
sun has since been eclipsed by its former colony, the United 
States of America, arguably the richest and most powerful 
nation on earth. It Is all too obvious, except to Britain, that 
she does not now possess the political, economic or military 
clout to threaten anybody, least of all, the United States. We 
think it would pay Britain infinitely well to realise that other 
countries that are desirous of seeing the restoration of hu­
man dignity to the Blackman in South Africa are equally 
capable of inflicting economic reprisals on her. Here again, 
history should be a guide.

Back to the United States, we consider it a moral duty of 
that country to champion the cause of freedom of all oppres­
sed peoples in the world, given its enviable inheritance of 
democratic traditions bequeathed not only to it but to much 
ul the world hy the founding lathers. More than this, no 
country is so eminently placed both economically and mili­
tarily to serve as the global bulwark of freedom.

In this regard, we urge the US Congress and its people 
to pursue v igorously not only sanctions, but all other means 
that could bring the obnoxious racist regime in South Africa 
to its knees. In this task, the US cannot afford to be dis­
tracted by diversiona**1 
tain who see what ough 
a parochial interest, bi 
benefits.
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Will they ever go
Nigerians wonder if the military wJI ever let go

a ‘uspension
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the soldier, fo 
He has fou 

would h
r - fortunate lot
the Messiah aeain. “Good mom- I same ruling class, arc advr 

and women.**he I own interest, to report
i with a stem, intimidating and • police station The brn 
d voice He announces his name such broadcasts, is loaded with

1 ; siamc pretentions, my>-t.• •• •
of soldier's readiness to lay down his life t 
" ' for his count!) and promises of milk and Danjui 

arras ' honey. Then another announcement 
fallen i soon follows. It may be the same rccord- 

j ing.or another one. exhorting Nigerians 
j to remain calm for “we arc tc 
. In the next few hours, depending < 

who is gaining the upper hand, .moth 
strongman, the real power emerge’

1 accepting the “challenge” vested in hir 
! bv his comrades-in-arms. He announces

of the constitution, give
! more reasons why the good Lord ha 
: entrusted the destiny of /Xfrica's moi 
I populous country in his hands an 

makes more promises and pledges. Ni 
Nigerian can mistake this scenario 
Although he is never consulted, h 

d'.hed • knows that it is a coup again.
s-r.. Operation Damisa" 21 year

, ago. Nigeria's political history has beci 
that of "soldier go, soldier come” affair 
In the nation's 2B years of existence a 
an independent nation, tl • 
Ih years, has held sway.
more years to go. If he goes, would h> 

■ "■tic back9 Would lie ever go? Thcii 
the questions that beg for answers 

inc .in.hive ccmr from thov
j who should know General Thcophilu 

Daniuma is a man no Nigerian cai 
j,i... J fo ignore. I le has been part of th 
ding-dong process of soldiers comin 

. ______ 1 and going He is.said to have panic
together. , P 'l d in everveoun that has succeeded' 
►ending on j the land unt 
j —.|ier armv , 

tes. I would 
im ; my life 

mtstic.” Gen

■ T has a familiar nng to it Nigerians
■ wake up one morning, do the early
■ morning rituals and tune on to 
Radio Nigeria A tune rarely played, 
but now familiar, blares from th.- m »cic 
box. Presently. a voice hint- of an im­
portant” announcement The voice is a 
familiar one that of the regular con­
tinuity announcer. It urges citizens to 
standby. The familiar tune returns to 
the airwave ominously like a dirge till­
ing citizens with anxiety. apprehension 
and expectation Ihcrc is no mistaking 
it. It is the** 
ing fellow count: 
begins 
martial 
and rank. inf<t n the citizens that 1 j 
make this announcement on behalf of 
my colleagues in the armed forces.. " 
The Messiah goes on to reel out an ar 
of crimes committed by the fa 
regime.

The crimes are legion and quite famil­
iar. They include b -J government. mis­
management. corruption and insecur­
ity. He talks about their patriotic duty 
as custodians and protector'of the na­
tion’s sovereigntv to hah the national

dntt He talks of the imrr.ir.er.t doom of 
the ship of state if they did not inter­
vene. Hedtmps a curfew, from dusk tdl 
dawn and tn at least one instance. from 
d-iun till tU'k He warns sterr.iy that 
public disturbance *di be me: with 
death The operation, citizen* zretold. 
was accomplished without b 
(that is if scr.u.r officers escape -nhurtj 
and exhorts citizens to remain calm and 
stand bv their radio sets

the losing faction of the 
advised in their

rt to the nearest i 
roadcast, like all • come
„adcd with me* arc the questions that neg i< 

mystification of the ' The answers, have come 
to lay Ufuneral

----- - «s a man no Niccrian 
.,v . He has been part 
roccss of soldiers c< 
,c is.said to have parti 

ry coup that has succccdet 
ntil he bowed out in 1^79 i 

.v chief Said he: "I do not think 
_.J sec democracy in Nigeria durin 
life time and 1 am not being pessi 

Danjuma is not alont
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• Murtala Mohammed (right). Idiagbon and Babangida: Soldier go. 
come
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ms Directorate
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pressed the same

on a smooth transi- 
)g his third 
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• Danjuma ' I don't think Nigt 
democracy in my lite time

• Ejoor -You cannot guarantee a stable government unless 
injustice is redressed

l
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course of law and justice, you pervert 
the people being governed and if you do 
this, you lose the legitimacy to be there 
and the only people who will stop this at 

w the risk of their lives are members of the
people would always I armed forces and this is because we

want to wrest 
are there.”

Col. Fred Chijuka. < 
Army Public Relatioi 
(APRD) agrees: "The fact remains that 
this may continue to be a phenomenon 
unless our political culture changes " 
Chijuka says unless the people evolve 
political culture that would accommo­
date the views of others and make the 
transfer of political power possible 

■j'l the ballot box, “the only 
alternative left to the people to fall back 
.... :.. .l . •• Sajd h ....

1, Chief Obafcmi Awolo- 
ic passed away, had ex- 

r________  --ic fear.
The fears of these two eminent Nigc- 

rianscannot be waived off. They had 
been in positions to know. Would they 
go? Would they not? The truth today, 
although the nation is on the threshold 
of a third attempt at democratic rule, is 
whether Gen. Danjuma and Chief stay in pow 
Awolowo will be vindicated. Nigerians, The pres 
rightly, have been gripped with a perpe- analysis but 
tual feat of coups d'etat. Today, the the armed 
Nigerian sleeps with eyes open and 
tunes to Radio Nigeria, with 
apprehension and fear of his protector, 
his master, coming like a thief in the 
night, to alter his political destiny, the 
destiny of his homeland. How long will 
this continue?

The President. General Ibrahim 
Babangida. who has a well oiled reputa­
tion as a master in the game of coup 
planning and (at least in the case of Lt. 
Col. Dimka) foiling, believes his, would 
be the last military regime. But that of 
course is predicated on a smo 
tion. Said he while marking 
year in office: “The military 
pretended to be above politic 
wc take political decisions almost every­
day in our attempt to improve the effec­
tiveness ol governance and fashion a new 
political order ” The president, opti­
mistic as he is about his mission, is 
aware that the role of the military and 
how far it will go in the nation's political 
future is still in question. But he appears 
not to be worried. "I must”, he s 
"make bold to assert today that wc ■>. 
the military have resolved our crisis of 
mission."

Have they? The president thinks so: 
"1 once enunciated the characteristics of 
our mission in politics as consisting of a 
willingness to return to the barracks af­
ter our decisions are accomplished,” he 
said, adding that the military, in pursuit 
of this, had ensured that there is "the 
absence of an independent political 
military organisation with the desire to 

■ in power.”
.'sident may be right in his 
it not many Nigerians believe 

the armed forces have abandoned the 
“desire to stay in power.” At least 
General Hassan Usman Katsina, for­
mer military governor of Northern Re­
gion and Chief of Army Staff, does not 
think so. His view is based on the logic 
that a cancer can not just be cut off, 
once it has infected various sensitive 
organs of the body. "When the 1966 
coup took place, Obasanjo 
Oluscgun), was mv witness. I tol 
that I wish it did not happen because it 
would continue,” he told the Kaduna­
based Today newspaper. But Katsina, 
like his contemporaries, did not shy 
away from benefittine from the gains of 
the coup He accepted the gov­
ernorship of the North but wished the 
army be kept together as a single entity

Gen. Katsina is not alone in his anxie­
ty about the propensity of the military to through 
come back and stay forever. His succes- alternate , t ________
sor as Army Chief of Staff. General on, is the military ." Said he: "If you 
David Ejoor. docs not foresee the milit- pervert the government, youpervert the 
ary quitting the stage soon.“As long as ' ‘ ‘ ’

,____ there is dishonesty all over the place and
says. people are not loyal to the country, we 
we in should not expect any government to be 

stable and so long as the government is 
not stable, some ’ ‘
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i and his comrades 
innot be said to be the

to 
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compr. 
machir

■

Mike ikhanalc.a senior law lecturer
at the Umversitv of Lagos, believes the jimh. :/.c

dogs, y 
doing n. 
is how i 
been ref 
case of(

I rule

J ambition of eve’s young officer today is 
! to live in the Government House 
j General Emmanuel Aboove. who w 
i chairman of the tribunal that tried . nd. ... .
I plotters, mvs jnd the lure ot

Government Hea>c carrot be cis 
counted 'The insecurity ot the * -.tan 
is m the nuhtarv itself If w.- ■ n the 
army together <m the same dav. and 
become lieutenant cdof cb e" the same 
dav. if by Kind 
you become a j 
the commander 
province, wh t the p<b 
know is that the ven best

nave a responsibility also to maintain ■ the barracks but y- a at gc-
the ceneral order ot the system ’’ i not know this There are I tv of pc:

Ejoor behevestli.il more often than j quisites in the g /.err :> ’ v..a : 
not. civilians have been responsible for i buy petrol for . -r c..r v ■ - ••
military involvement in mepvnticsof I gel a plot of land in X :■ > bland. 11 

Nigeria He told i... I" ...tGurw .. wi lyouarct
irget mat most ot me military ' gt\e yvU f.^purs even if yna’vc never 
sponsored by civilians, those vkedf rit When 1
’’' . ........     ' the provit cc I im pushed .’ ‘ ’

way for you by outriders with sirens, 
what do 1 do I will start having ideas 
that "look at this man. he docsn t merit 

ing ideas.
This is the insecurity m the military
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txunottc It has the advantage of being 
■..n as professional." he says. General 
D 'mk.it Bah. Minister of Defence and 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff says pre- 
v . ling social conditions necessitate 
military intervention. "If vou follow the

J. trend’.' he told 7/;r Guardian, "the first 
1 reason for any change (coup dc'tat) 

especially the changes that involve the 
j civilian regime is always to restore 

peace That is the tint priority, «o 
others fall m line ." Gen Bah says, 
however, that the restoration of peace 
in the polity is not always a necessary 
condition for a coup Wc did not take 
over from the Buhan regime first be­
cause there was no peace. The coup 
against (General Murtal.i) Mohammed 
did not happen because there was no 
peace X military regime taking over 
from a military regime is substantially 
different from a military regime taking 
■ ver from a civilian."

Political historian Rupert Emerson 
! said in his book "From Empire to Na­

tion. 7he rise to Self-assertion of Asia 
and African peoples" that democracy 
can be eroded if there is "lack of nation­
al unity which m virtually all the new 
v antnes threatens disruption and is

• by enforced centralization.'* In 
' addition to the lack of national unity. 
I 1 menon says the most basic cxplana- 
t iron for the failure of democracy is "the 
i almost universal absence of what have 

been assumed more to be preconditions

Algeria. He’old lluAfrican Guardian, i 
"Don't torget that most of the military 
coups are sponsored by civilians, those : 
civilians who are aggrieved, for example | 
those who have lost through the ballot ‘ 
box; they keep preaching to the sol­
diers- "look, the country is going to the ; ...,, ,iV «—

you’re just here in the barracks j uhat 1 merit and 1 will be havn 
J ■■■ ■ "" •• —....... ■

it is started and the palter - \ ^re are M m?"y innd nf mdividual self rclianci
.•peated." This may be true in the reasons as there are potential coup plot- u  ,
Gen Aguiyi Ironsi who wasvir- | tors, coups camivi »u«xccd ur.'.c-.- th*. — -

tually invited by the crumbling Balewa social conditions are created in the sys- .
Administration to take over power when tern. Abubakar Momoh. a lecturer in u.’„
Major Nzeogwu u“ 4 
struck, but this car

f'hcsc pi'-, million . according to the 
revered h torian. arc ma-.s literacy, re­
latively high living standards, a sizeable 
and stable middle class, a sense of social 

' i tradition b’H- of toler.incc 
lanuor muiviuuai sun iuikhivC. The con- 

cannot succeed unless the [ditions. he submitted, arc essentially 
the sys- .lacking in developing countries like 

;  ..........  ..cturer in Nigeria because the countries arc char-
| political science at the Lagos State L'ni- actensed by peasant masses living at the 
|'ersity (LASU) Ojo. savs: "The domi- subsistence level; overw helmingly

1 . ule in .i colonial and neo-colonul 
v.; i :> isvocicion .mJ this is necessary te 
cnstii. : /..• .'copie s compliance w uh th.- 
wishes ot the lulnii' class. Hie need to 
maintain the appropriation process *>! 

aw,, the international bourgeoisie and ih 
chairman of the tr-.bc-'al that tned and i cempr.isiot accomplices requires a 

nctx that must constantlv remind 
s-.'p’c that ihvv must obey tlx 

. state ’ In this case according
Momoh. the State is represented by 
military which is "the mediator in 

I crtsjx between the comprador and 
| international bourgeoisie."

The military as the wiclder of the in- 
gev-CTr-.T md 1 become strument ot coercion, he says, plays a 

•: the Bngadc - the Mratcc.c role "It is mystified as being 
• p.b’-c does re: p,unctic It has the advantage of being 

are not giver 1 ~
pohtieal appei-.tment. tbev are kept m :

behevestli.il
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the legitimacy 
At least the 

rson a hearing 
Jis point", he

s that over throw legiti- 
:d governments as 

illegality" while 
military regimes 
ly existing act of

^resident's Aide 
uuioad on course, 
inquished his gov- 
his studies in the

like Ejoov. blames the 
giving "initial encourage- 

ary take-overs without due 
most fundamental of

Captain Umaru Suru, an elected 
member of the Constituent Assembly 
representing Dakin Garin in Sokoto 
State, told The African Guardian that 
within the officers corps, there is that 
feeling of preferential treatment given 
to those who participate in coups. Con­
sequent!).. those who did not take part 
in coups would no', mind to attempt, 
when next there is need for it. Capt. 
Suru who quit the army after 18 years.

in debunking this argument.says that a 
good government is not enough to keep 

| trigger-happy and ambitious soldiers at 
bay. A necessary condition to keep the 
soldier in barracks, he says, is to have a 
military that knows and sticks to its role 
in society and realises why it must be 
subject to the fundamental laws of the 
land. Governor Moukhtar who.as bri­
gade major of the Brigade of Guards- 
caned a niche for himself for swiftly 

’ mobilising troops to foil the Dimka plot 
, described coups th??. ......

mutely elected govt 
"momenta! acts of ilk 
those who oust existing r 
only “further an already 
illegality."

Moukhtar.
populace for ;
inent to military
regard to the
bicacnes to the body politic " Abisoye 
wonders why no Nigerian has ever step­
ped forward to challenge the legitimacy 
ol a coup in ,i court ot law At least the 
court would grant the pen 
and he would register hi 

' says.

illiterate, unacquainted not only with 
the great world, but also with their 
country, accustomed to a high degree of 
social stratification, and with slight mid­
dle classes that more often than not are 
alien to the realities ol their country. 
The emergent rulers in a country with 
these traits, he says, arc neither the pro­
duct of the mass of the people, nor of 
the evolutionary development of the 
society as a whole.

General Abisoye agrees with this 
view, citing "settled democracies" like 
Britain. In Britain, he says, people who 
form the officers corps of the military 
and the political class are drawn from 
the aristocracy who have already 
attained a certain level of contentment. 
"It is not everybody who comes forward 
wanting to join the army in Britain that 
is accepted, but in Nigeria, so long as 
they meet the minimum standard, they 
are accepted." Abisoye says for a coun­
try to have a stable democratic system, 
there must be necessary conditions for a 
durable democratic culture to evolve. 
The state, he contends must provide 
something tor everybody. This, accord­
ing to him. enhances a sense of belong-1 
mg He says because people who form 
the military and political class go there 
to look for subsistence, they tend to 
"bastardise the system, sell their consci­
ence and create room for instability 
which leads to coups." Ejoor shares this 
view, saying "insofar as the people in 
government are trading with govern­
ment. insofar as governance is now for 
trading and making money, why should 
somebody stay behind and not take his 
own share?"

^^i-.COND Republic presidential 
13political adviser Dr. Chuba Oka- 
digbo says even the military which is 
quick to brand the civilians as corrupt is 
not made up ol saints either He asks: 
"In Nigeria, can we honestly say that 
the military has provided this thing 
(honest leadership) ’ I here are crooks 
in the military as there are ciooks in the 
civilian government" Which ever way 
the dice comes u|». a common teatuie is 
that politicians and political parties arc 
usually denounced by military coup 
plotters as being corrupt While politics 
is denounced as evil, the military is glor- 
tin d as representing the unilied and 
creative national lorce necessary to 
piomote common good and rescue die 
countrv from slipping into the abyss.

Ihc coup plotter insists that only a 
good government will keep him at bay, 
but this appears to be a stale argument. 
Col. Abdulahi Sarki Moukhtar. a 
lawyer and governor of Kaduna State.

should know. Recent events, are in­
structive. When Gen. Babangida took 
over, his pointmen. Major Abdul 
Mumuni Aminu. Major Abubakar 
Umar and Major Lawai Gwadabe. all 
credited with the arrest of General 
Muhammadu Buhan were made state 
governors and subsequently promoted 
as Lieutenant Colonels while Major 
Sambo Dasuki. who was also a member 
of the team that stormed Dodan Bar­
racks. became the pres 
Camp before he went abro 
Umar voluntarily reline1”* 
ernorship to further his : 
United States.

Captain Suru believes Nigeria will not 
see uie last military coups in 1992. 
"I don't think 1992 will be our last ex­
perience of the military take-over. The 
junior officers are also interested: 
secondly the good government they are 
talking ot cannot be realized if the re­
sources are not there" Dr Segun John­
son. lecturer in Political Science at the 
Lagos State University agreed with 
Capt Suru "The militarymen are not 
even planning to go now, all we are 
seeing are mere placations. In essence, 
the military regime has carefully laid a 
minefield for the civilians coming and 
this will explode as soon as they come 
in. thereby giving the army the oppor­
tunity to come back". Dr Johnson 
points to the government’s economic 
programme which he says, would 
worsen and make it impossible for an 
incoming civilian administration to sur­
vive.

Major General Olufemi Olutoye
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Checking 
banned politicians
Babangidas warning receives mixed reactions 
from Assembly members.

a*

|v |{o« do I 
,»plc arc bad'*” 
u presents Sag- 
rhi ( onMituent 

. Acrnmcnt

Omm. us as these possibilities may be. 
,u*'• <r of the military perpetuat­
ing itself in power will be more pro­
nounced in the bch.iv lour of the civilian 
ruling class that will succeed the pohti- 
e.-.ns Sh fust ice Emmanuel Araku. the 
retired Uhtct Judge of Anambra State. 
sa\s that the civilians are most likely to 
in\ue the military to come back.

Ihc Shagan administration which 
up till tod.iv is still on record as the worst 
government Nigeria ever had. needed 
something like a military revolt to send 
the « bole lot ot them out of office ” The 
v.-. gan croud, the learned judge says, 

did everything possible to ng them- 
selves back into office and they spent 
three mo after the 1983

| electionsi. "when Buhan and Idiagbon 
I threw them out of office — much to the 
. de . t . ’ II Nigerian*.*
I Professor Bade Omniodc of the De- 
| partment of Economics. University of 

Ibadan, believe* that in mans cases, the

stitution at the federal level. He t*- 1 
iieves Southern officers and Northern 
Chnstian officers who are opposed *o 
Sharia are also likely to attempt a coup 
if shana is introduced The Bngadior 
want* soldiers insulated from the poli­
tical scene as soon as possible. Fhcv 
should even be demed the right t<* 
vote.*' he says. The Brigadier's orbe* 
potential source of coup is the Nigenar 
Army Officers Wives Amn **•" 
(NAOU \ i The bodv. thewar vcteran 
says, should confine its activities to the 
barracks and get off the telessskv* 
screen

The association, he savs. may on the 
surface appear as a philanthropic orga­
nisation of concerned women but “in 
actual tact, it is the invisible government 
that palls the strings." He contended: 
"If their husbands, quit the stage, they

• - . - . 7. '
and this would prompt them to re*tcr ■ 
their h'.isbjcds to a c richack "

ten If the c wemment believes the ' • 
banned people 
given them a b

GestKulatir.g

irtdi. a member of the Constituent 
Assembly. commenting on whether the 
basis for the unpopularity of the Third 
Republic has been set because of the 
economi. policies of the federal govern­
ment . especially debt rescheduling, says 
anybody who subscribes to that line of 
argument is just ignorant of the facts 
He admits that military intervention, "is 
like a virus which will disappear when 
the conditions conducive to its appear­
ance disappear."

A retired Sandhurst-trained Briga­
dier who wants to remain anonymous 
points to two issues that he believes 
would inevitably draw the military back 
to the political arena The military. he 
argues, is not as cohesive as it used to 
be. stressing that ns exposure to politics I 
has divided its rank and file along poll- ' 
lical. religious and ethnic line* The 
Northern Moslem officers, the Briga­
dier predicts, will attempt a coup, if 
Sharia laws are not cnshnned in the con-
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IT was a rather lengthy sentence in the 
■ President's rather lengthy appraisal 
of his administration's three years in 
power. It went thus: ".. Consequently, 
'the men', the •newbreed’ of the un­
spoiled men' who believe that govern­
ment's confidence placed on them was 
or is it isplaced may sooner or later hav e 
to be made to join those affected bv 
Decree 25 of 1987 unless they retrace 
their steps and shun the anti-democratic 
and anti-social attitude ot the politicians 
of yester-years.”

More than any other aspect of the 
President's speech, it grabbed the head­
lines And it left many wondering if the 
portion of the country's population with 
access to elective offices w as going to be 
depleted even further. Considering that 
leftists and the “old brigade" of politi­
cians had been shored aside, there was 
certainly cause for worry.

But Burkhari Bello, a nominated 
Constituent Assembly member from 
Sokoto State, waves away the very sug­
gestion "Of course, they are not se­
rious. They cannot do anything".

Hassan Sam Kont agora. publisher of 
Hotline magazine is not very much 
bothered about whether gov emment in­
tends to carry out the barely veiled 
threat. Rather he is perplexed about the 
rationale behind Babangida's state 
ment He says; "Honestly. I don't 
understand what the President was 
saving. ..All the banned politicians 
have been made Chairmen and Board 
members of parastatals by government 
so I don't know how the newbreed are | •
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is most reluctant t 
,ry' regime... but yo 
egimc, like I said c< 
instable than civilian regime.” 
3vn. Bali was asked: “Becau: 
... ...---------• ------------ stem. So

jne part you are only caus- 
««‘ir own.. ” Bali says he probed the 

v....».ry of Defence when he took over 
but he did not say 
probe was made ; 
was a "state secret’.
sat in camera and it lacl 
examine military pun 

apons. communicatior 
istruction of barracks ar 

Apart from the p-- —
the military has cornu 
are also debating t 
General Babangida__ ___________
ki lor ugbada and become the civilian 
president. Although the president has 
insisted that he hopes to retire to Minna 
and if possible pursue an academic

eminent that is encouraging them. 90 to 
95 per cent of chairmen of CA Commit­
tees arc nominated members. Most of 
these arc banned politicians. Major- 
General I B. M. Haruna (rtd) and 
Alhaji Ibrahim Dasuki are examples...”

Rather obvious sources of informa­
tion for government are the security 
agents. At Abuja for example, it is well 
known that several of those who hover 
outside while deliberations of the’CA 
are going on are members of the State 
Security Services. A CA member recalls 
how he was accosted by a CA staff who 
wanted to find out what he and his col­
leagues were discussing one evening at 
the International Conference Centre, 
Abuja. "I told him it was not his busi­
ness." he concluded.

Olutoye is one of those who share the 
President’s ideas on the issue: “Any 
newbreed who is so diffident as to bet­
ray the confidence resposed in him 
should be removed!”

How many will be left when some 
aspiring politicians like the old politi­
cians and the "extremists" are shoved 
aside. Says Olutoye with an enigmatic 
smile; "The centre will hold.”

But it is not that simple. Many of the 
local government chairmen, councillors 
and CA members in the country today 
are beneficiaries of the material and 
moral support ot the "old brigade’.’It is 
not like that the umbilical cord will sud­
denly be severed because of the admi­
nistration’s apprehension that the “old" 
will contaminate the “new".

By Paul Nwabulkwu

excesses and abuses associated with 
democratic practice in Nigeria derive 
from the dialectic cleavage between 
political power and private property. 
"Such flagrant political excesses like 
violation of the constitution, frequent 
election rigging at all levels of govern­
ment, even military coups and counter­
coups as well as narrow abuse of office 
for private material interest such as fre­
quent embezzlement of public funds 
often derive from motives of power and 
property." Onimode says persistent 
lack of accountability is partly resj 
blc for the erosion ot democracy r 
myriad of political excesses that 
Nigeria.

In spite of the past probes instituted 
by past governments to ensure accoun­
tability, it appears the military, except 
during the Murtala era, has remained a 
sacred cow. Gen. Bali admitted this 
much in his interview with The Guar­
dian: "Well I think the military regime
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Babangidu administration is in posses­
sion of information which proves that 
there has been a heightening of political 
activites. Especially galling was the pre­
sence of old politicians at Abuja who 
arc widely believed to be consolidating 
their positions as power brokers.

Kontagora sees no merit whatsoever 
in the government position: "Politics 
cannot be done in a vacuum. To dis­
lodge somebody who has made a name. 
“iu should have a spring-board. But the 
. . Jeral Government is encouraging the 
banned. The Piesident says ’ 
where they meet, he she 
arrested them.. It is the Federal Gov-

largely in order on the issue According 
to him. "It is true that some of us are 
being influenced by some of the discre­
dited politicians But it is only in 
some states. And if the government 
does not act. it means the veiy purpose 
of lilting the ban would have been lost."

Ekiyegha’s reasoning tallies with that 
of Gideon Onyia. another "newbreed" 
CA member whose constituency is Enu­
gu. Anambra State. However Onyia 
says there is a distinction between cate­
gories of old politicians. "There are 
some of them like Abubakar Rum and 
Balarabe Musa w ho arc progress 
who were lighting to cmancip 
masses"

Whatever government's motives are. 
the pronouncement, if only because of 
the timing, is somewhat difficult to 
understand I-versm«.e the President in­
augurated the Constituent Assembly 
last April, the meetings, alliances and 
political activities of all types that have 
taken place haw been among the worst- 
kept secrets m the countrx Like its 1978 
version, the present assembly provides 
the most logical lorum. an opportunity 
for old and aspiring politicians to test 
their political muscles I Iscwhere in the 
country, thex have been more circums­
pect But anxbodv with an ear to the 
political ground has more than a fair 
idea of the personalities and groupings 
with a keen interest m politic*. So why you1 
did the administration issue its threat at I vdc 
this time, when the ban on political acti­
vities will be lifted next year?

A member of the CA thinks that the

Vi’ •’Ngggrr 1 I is most reluctant to probe another milit-
:$! ' l ary regime... but you see, the military

M regime, like I said earlier is much more 
unstable than civilian regime.” Why?

_ WGen. Bali was asked: "Because t..„ 
't- -_r; players are part of the same syste

ifr,. if you probe one part you are onlj
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•* to keep the military tc 
duiu's o: defending the 

tegnty of Xigena. G» 
l’n<y solution to ecu, 

‘whole social s

By Abdul Oroh with Paul Nwabulkwu. Debo 
Adeslna, Wale Akin Aina, and Ol'i O/ukwu.

But I

•r ictitioner. 
••hipped to 
the racists.

keeping them at home 
. .fding that Cuba, a small 

<) milh- n has sent its troops 
cas to defend Angola from 

the South Africans ‘ Where were our 
..rmed force he asked ( hief Olu 
zV*..it-’u. .1 minister in the Shagari reg- 

*ant'.. n incoming administration 
iu probe- the military to ascertam who is 

rrupt I hi*. he says, will deter
> . r-happy ■ ildicrs w ith ulterior mo- 

attempting to take over gov-

B..- • Akanbt. Managing 
av:. .?e’.Companies

..* c.\> rot discount the possibility 
t.'.at ' Bahangida would want to

■- s '
... p.xs;b l.;.c* are there
.: * . car.circus thing to do

C - \k.mbi saw ’ Algeria is different 
iibcna and this is important."' 

ig Il'S .II' - *
•. k here

1 Justice Xraka who also secs the possibil- 
;i\ m\s General Gvwon had almost I 
worked his way into the history book|

........................................................................... ■ ■■

the stage Tor the meantime " Araka 
sa\s. "we >ay ven. little about Babangi-I

Speculations that the presi 
ead the irt of Gen. Eyt

Togo. Held Marshal Mobutu SeseSeko
■ i-l ■. • 

politicians, became rite when Ghanaian 
leader Hight Lieutenant Jerry Rawhr.gs 
visited Nigeria and expressed surpri'e 
that President Babangida is contemplat- 
ii g handing over to civilian* Political 
malvsts interpreted Rawlings' call for a 
permanent role tor the African soldier 
and a "it..hunt culture" as a call on the 
man on the horseback to perpetuate 
himself in power.

hethc-r President Babangida 
bought the Rawlings’ idea or not is still 
not clear. But as Nigerians ponder their 
future amid the ever present possibility 
11 the military‘s constant inters ention-in 
politics, both the government and the 
populace have ottered suggestion* on 
how to keep the military to its tradition­
al duties of defending the territorial in­
tegrity ot Xigena. General Bah says the 
"n!y solution to coups is to reorientate 
the ‘whole social structure." Said he. 
There is nothing that you can do within 

4 tew years. | think the whole social 
'tructure. the whole social set up and 
the education and awareness of the t 
Population. 1 think MAMSER may be 
,n the right direction I think people ’ 
should be aw are of what they have got at i 
stake and defend those rights."

Hut then how doe* an unarmed . 
Population, a highly illiterate popula- 
h°n, stratified and marginalised, 
tend itself against a military that has 
dictated the tune for IS years’’ Col. Chi- 
}u*a think* it is possible. The military,

S4's. will support the people and pre-

held down forever ” Saw he "What I 
am saying is that the population that 
owes allegiance to Nigeria. that is I • :i 
to Nigeria. that produce * the hulk of the 
wealth is smaller than the population

, that is disloyal to Niger.a. With this, you j
! cannot guarantee a stable government j ..... >e.

in Nigeria unless the injustice in terms I try is be tier left for the future to decide, 
ot representation in government and ’ 
development i* redressed”.

■ Dr. Johnson ot LASl.’ believes un­

less the people are mobilised to react to 
militan coups, the million will not he 
comfortable in the barracks. Gen Olu- 
tove says until "we aspire to remove 
those ingredients conducive to coups tn 
ensuring we have fairness, justice.

ty, welfare and keepingfl 
army fully buss and performing th

i . it w ill continue to 
intrude into jx'litu**. Chief Akanbisayi 
since "no matter the amount of con­
tributions the military may have made. 
2 1 good military juntas cannot be equ­
ated with one had ifcniiVratJCaDy elected 
government." there must be a constitu­
tional provision (there is one in the 1979 
(cs'nstitution) to keep soldiers off the 
political terrain.”

Dr Ogunadc wants soldic 
make forays into politics arrest

iers uho 
-----  -------------- ..... ,’sted and 
tned for high treason, when they rcling- 
ui*h power as it was done in Argentina. 
Dr Ccc Ess Momoh of the Department 
of Philosophy. University of Lagos, 
argues like Raw ling* that a poli­
tical role be found for the soldier Said 
he: "In Nigeria, it’s not par* of our milit­
ary culture to find things to engage our 
soldiers And tn a situati n where the 
military is not engaged nic t of the time, 
it has a legitimate right to behave like a 
hungry dog who can bite its owner.” Dr 
Momoh says ictired generals should be 
recalled to cive the present tropof milit­
ary leaders a sense of direction devoid 
of politics.

Eola Sascgbon. a legal prac 
i -i mt* Nigerian soldiers *hij 
1 Niuthem .Xfric.i to confront tu« 
' instead of kcepi 
I ‘ idling way

untry of 1<)
.ros» the sc.

/Xkinola zXguda
t.’nc thing which is clear is 

i-ijch a long period of military ;
tration (I* years,cannot be he.
development of a democratic form of 
government in this countn " Whether 
the Nn.cnan military will re pect the 

I wishes of Nigerians and allow democra- 
I cy to take root in Africa's leading coun-
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'HF' "The question is, if theC -------  -military intervenes to 
save the rest of us from 
bad politicians, who — 
pray — may deliver us 
when the military sinks 
to the abyss as well?"

cuo*. of power can be dire and 
roup d’etat has become a recur- 

say, Nigeria But coups which were, 
J of political misdemeanour by politi- 
"’__ncy, become a part of Nigeria’s 

"y the solution. And the hottest 
>■> a agenda now is. will the military

sole source of coups 
have not demonstru.< 
duct. The lure of pox 
vicious — has a lot to 
military ii 
cians. wh< 
to the abyss as _________ ______ ._______
Salvadorean poet. Roque Dalton.

The President of my country
is today called Colonel Fidel Sanchez Hernandez.
But General Somoza, President of Nicaragua, 

is also President of my country.
And General Stroessner, President of Paraguay, 
is also a little the President of my country, 
although less 
than the President of Honduras, who is 
General Lopez Arellano, and more than the 
President of Haiti, Monsieur Duvalier. 
And the President of the United States is more 
the President of my country 
than the President of my country 
who, as 1 said, is today 
called Colonel Fidel Sanchez Hernandez
We must hope, after reading these haunting lines, that 

the Nigerian situation never gets quite as absurd.
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HE subject of power has intrigued scholars ever since 
U man left the state of nature and organised himself in 

social groups. Power, a mere five letter word, is a compul­
sive subject because of the way it touches profoundly on 
human societies. Political power (with which we are here 
concerned) is. after all. the ability — won in an electoral or 
bullet contest — to compel obedience to one’s will. Or. 
perhaps, we may say that this is, in a practical sense, the 
purpose of political power.

The ends to which power is set arc what, finally, lead 
many to suspect the motives of those who seek power. 
"Power.’’ a sage has warned us. "corrupts, and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely." It is a clearly apocalyptic view 
of power, and while harsh experience points up the wisdom 
of that opinion, we must, in order not to get altogether too 
cynical, seek to modify the wholesale indictment implied by 
the sage

We must then suppose or hope or pray that power 
corrupts only those minds already fitted out for evil, and 
absolute power absolutely corrupts only those pre-disposed 
to excessive malevolence.

We began by suggesting, indirectly, that pox 
invented when man began to come together under 
social ambience. This is, of course, not true. Power has 
always existed; indeed. it existed in more unbearably malig­
nant forms in the jungles of those dark times when the law 
of survival meant that man had to prey on his fellows. In 
those remote times when man was still case-bound and the 
world was evolving and things had a charmed ring 
prise and danger, the golden rule was a convenant x 
in blood, survival of the fittest.

But with society’s coming into beir 
social unit, with rules, rulers and the r. 
components in the social dialectic — pox 
on a more benign, beneficial, and less arbitrary tone. It 
became, in its new phase and face, a bestowable instru­
ment. and one mediated by the implied obligation that it 
must be exercised in the common good This, at any rate, 
was the hope of the social contract.

A lot of power — to corrupt a well known saying — has 
since fallen into bad ways The examples arc far too many, 
but contemporary illustrations will suffice: think of, from

the African continent alone. Idi Amin. Jean Bedel Bokas- 
sa. Kamuzu Banda, Siad Barre. Daniel Arap Moil, the 
hideous regimes in Latin America.

Is the corruption of power then an abiding malaise in 
human nature? The argument would end if it were. But we 
have seen, side by side with the absurdities of power, fine 
examples of a healthful exercise of power. What power 
does to the wiclder is, perhaps, a function of one’s prepara­
tion for it. Yes, it is true that power is an intoxicant which 
could push the mind to wicked deeds. But is it not often 
because the mind had not, in the first place, firmly trained 
itself on lofty goals?

Power corrupts in varied ways. There is sometimes the 
lure to abuse, to exercise power without recognising the 
imperative to account for its exercise. There is also the 
tendency to see one-self — once in power — in the light of 
an infallible deity whose words and deeds are placed 
beyond the pale of reproach.

In Africa, and much of the Third World, there is the 
syndrome of sit-tight leaders, who. in order to maintain 
their continued tenure in discredited power, seek to crush 
real and imagine opposition with a force that cannot fail to 
impress potential opposition.

The consequences of abuse of 
deep. The phenomenon of c< 
ring decimal in, let us s 
at first, a consequence , 
cians, have, by their frequent 
political problems, hardly t’> 
question on the nation’s ag~ 
ever leave?

The first instinct is to answer with a straight no! Sol­
diers always intervene, here as elsewhere, on the excuse 
that the civilians have failed to live up to the minimum 
requirements of responsible leadership.

No, it is not true that bad government by civilians is the 
ups in Nigeria. The leaders-in-uniform 
trated any inclination to dignified con- 

>wcr — vulgar, visionless, sometimes 
> do with it, too. The question is, if the 

intervenes to save the rest of us from bad politi­
co — pray — may deliver us when the military sinks 

well? We must listen to the voice of the slain



Recipe for recovery
Experts weigh options on resuscitation of the economy
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He max have

attack the roots of the illness afflicting 
Nigeria. For another, policy measures 
are now more contnaus. Cox the fir- 
sent seven-yew tamff regime. Rear 
Admiral Aikhemu. the Chief of Gener­
al Staff said industries worth protecting 
would no* have a longer ptanntrg hori­
zon with minimal shocks Though seme 
industries are complaining of high tar- 
nft*. Dr Dapy Fafowrra. President of 
the Manafactwen Asscoition of 
Nigena t MAN»agrees with the C G S. 
that Nigena sborJd bcld the industry 
first before hberahoag tirrrff as the In­
dian* and Branham did

Even as SAP ts being endorsed as the

• Adedsa- Nc fisLoons B y* 
best thing that could have happened to 
the country, not an agree with the phi- 
ioviphy behind it ncr the implementa­
tion of the programme The govern­
ment is dismantling bureaucratic con- 
troK m the foreign exchange market and 
taking its hands off non-strategic invest­
ments through privatisation and com­
mercialisation. but these do not seem to 
go down well with some economists 
Dr. Onimode asserts that the rate of 

. fluctuation of the naira has shown that 
nnes | flexible, market-determined exchange 
rd to | rate is not good for Nigeria. Rather, the 

country should adopt a fixed exchange 
rate since it has too much external de­
pendence. Attempts must be made, 
therefore, to reduce the link between, 
say. the dollar and the naira. Ultimate­
ly . part of the solution lies in pegging the

spite of the fragmented ownership 
structure entrenched in the guideline* 
appeal a bit suspect Asks Onimode 
“who gets what ?" Indigcnisatton prom 
oled inequality in the society. therefore, 
care should be taken that privatisation 
does not lease too few individuals in 
control of the tax payers investment 
While ownership of pnsafised com­
panies is seen by some as a way to res­
tructure the efficiency level of the eco­
nomy. others like Hansun Adamu hold 
scry strong ideological v tews. we should 
be wondering whether the ideological 
path we have chosen is the right one.

Because the Nigerian economy ha* 
been programmed since independence 
to service foreign interests, the current 
thrust of SAP. some economists say. is 
likely to run aground. Consider, for in­
stance that the more the Third World 
tends to export the less res cnuc they get 
as commodities prices have crashed. 
Also the Lome Agreement under which 
loans are disbursed to Sub-Saharan 
African countries by the Furopcan 

y has now been put r—'*— 
tionalmcs These. Oni

. proof of the des eloped 
itepy of political and eco- 
I of our country

..... ..... . „_.e a valid argument Credi- 
I tors mas in fad not be as sy mpathetic to 
1 our economic restructuring programme 
as they say Nigena owes money but so 

| do Argentina. Brazil and Mexico Why 
j is there more pressure on Nigena than 
Latin Amenta9 President Babanpida 
told the nation last week that our credi­
tors have not been meeting their 
obligation* In the same vein Professor 
Dctun Philips Direct ^-General of 
Nigeria Institute for Social and Econo­
mic Re*earch, highlighted the problem 
thus SFEM was supposed to have taken 
off on two legs with the World Bank 
providing one ’.upport. To date the 
World Bank has reneged on the agree­
ment It has become obvious now that 
international support will neither come 
nor solve the problem-- because if and 
when it dw. tome it will he late and 
useless

The general concensus is that the 
country mtiM anchor it-, revival prog­
ramme on sclf-rch uv «■ and it appea 
the government is on the right path Bi 
government iriii’.t limit budgets to earn­
ings and for good measure dc-politinsc 
economic policy initiative* a • ituation 
that has created enough intractable 
problems already, in retrospect

THREE years after restructuring 
I programmes the African continent 

is worse off than octore Such was the 
conclusion of a recent World Bank 
study. .And it appears that Nigeria, neck­
deep in the Stpictural Adjustment 
Programme (SAP), is being handed a 
score-card that mirrors its bad old ways 
in search of an answer Mallarn Haroun 
Adamu. publisher ot Vigerian Econom- 
isi thinks the solution lies m debt re-1 
pudiation Says he ‘Nothing short of 
our determination to say. sons we •■•in- 
not pay. w ould solvc our debt problems. 
some frivolous, some unaccounted 
for."

Not every one shares this extreme 
view Dr. Bade Onimode of the Uni­
versity of Ibadan suggests that a return 
to fixed exchange rale that is adjusted 
from time to time would bring the ugly , 
side of SAP in check. Last month, these , 
proposals were put before a crowd, 
spilling all over Nieenan Institute of In­
ternational Affairs Auditorium 
that gathered to listen to a panel 
discussion organised by First Bank of 
Nigeria Limited on “Nigerian Ecunomv 
Prospects and Retrospect 19“S — 
1902 ’

But before the debates warmed up to 
an inconclusive end. the experts took a 
trip down memory lane to trace ttie j 
genesis of Nigeria’s economic ills Chief 
Oluwole Adeosun. Managing Director. I 
First Bank, said that 1978 was the peak | 
of the boom period and the beginning ot i 
the down turn. Significantly also, it was 
die year that Nigeria took its first exter­
nal loan having been, before then, a net 
creditor to external bodies Ten years 
after, that singular step is still being 
translated into an economic nightmare 

Tile statistics being churned out is not 
encouraging The neglected agricultural 
sector is still in the doldrums For ex­
ample. cocoa production in 1979 was 
210.000 tonnes. By 1982 production had 
plummeted to less than half this figure.
Last year, only about 105.000 tom 
*as produced SAP was introducec w . 
correct all these and other anomalies. 
"Have we found the answer to our prob­
lems?" asked Chief Adeosun.

Chief Omowale Kuye. Secretary to 
the Technical Committee on Privatisa­
tion and Commercialisation thinks so. mV sviuuuh uca in )'*’&&*■■&
For one thing. Nigeria nu* has a gov- -jgbt-^civKc ratio to about 10 percent, 
ernment that has-got thu-polmcal wdl to Abo the privatisation programme, in-



It’s cheap, it’s bad
Low prices lure consumers to fake goods
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Torch. Thes- 
nesscs range >>» 
millimetre are 
thicker and witl 
tics ranging from 
millimetres. Oluft

now sells in two types. While the origin­
al model assembled in Nigeria by Ade- 
bowalc Electrical Company has three 
blades, the fake one has four blades. At 
Idumota. SMT. CMC. CEMC and 
CEMCO are the imitation models of 
the SMC brand ceiling fan.

Also, Alaba market now parades new 
kinds of electric cables under the brand 
names of Lion, Golden Tiger and 

:sc cables whose actual thick- 
ge from one millimetre to 2.5 

: smartly concealed for 
th higher voltage capaci- 

five millimetres to 10 
Olufemi Orckoya. a quali-

f

ly controller at Kablcmetal Industries. 
Lagos says that this practice is capable 
of misleading electricians into installing 
the wrong cables in homes, offices and 
factories which usually result in fires or 
explosions.

Wall clocks and wrist watches are not 
exempted in the book of fakes. A popu­
lar brand. Seiko now has two duplicates 
— Saniko and Sieko. There are also 
fake leather products such as hand bags 
and sandals. At Oshodi market. Play- 
tine, Play timer and Play-Tennis stand 
out as the adulterated vcrsions'of the 
other-wise popular foot-wear .playtime.

The variegated prices of some of 
these 
cncc t  o  
[•"or instance, at the showroom of Ade- 
bowale Electrical Industries, Onipanu, 
Lagos a KDK standing fan sells for 
N72O while the same model of table fan
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these Taiwan made (immitation) brands 
because they are usually cheaper.”

His explanation is in line with a popu­
lar notion that the prohibitive prices of 
the original models has opened an alley 
for fast business men who collaborate 
with fakers to flood the market with 
sub-standard goods. Obafemi Ajai, 
Marketing Manager, Adebowale Elec­
trical Industries also believes that the 
predominance of fake models is a reac­
tion to higher prices brought about by 
the Structural Adjustment Programme 
(SAP) and a depressed naira value at 
the Foreign Exchange Market (FEM).

Market watchers are baffled that fake 
ic variegated prices of some of „OO(js could abound in the market 

goods easily establish the differ- unjer t^c watchful eyes of the Standard 
between the genuine and the fake Organisation of Nigeria (SON). They 

argue that SON has not intensified its 
periodic market raids and that the single 
raid on Alaba last year only succeeded 
in pushing up the prices of the fake 
goods since owners want to recover the 
amount lost during the raids. Moreoev-

B*OR a brief moment, Mr. James 
r Sanusi Olaniyai i could not believe 
the evidence of his c yes. A while ago, he 
had strolled from h.is office at Secretar­
iat road. Mushin in Lugos, to buy a tin of 
Nescafe, for use wl til e at work When he 
opened the tin, who.t he found was not 
the usual brownish coffee, but a white 
substance A closer examination re­
vealed that the con.tents of the tin were 
gam. Overcoming his critical shock, 
Mr. Olaniyan returned to the nearby 
retail shop to ask for a replacement 
from the lady s hop-keeper who was 
well-known to hi m. The lady, offering 
profuse apolojtiers, offered another tin 
of Nescafe. Ajga.in, a repeat of the dis­
quieting spectacle: One tin after the 
other, all the tins of coffee she bought 
from her rcg.ul.ar suppliers in a Lagos 
market were discovered to contain 
white gam *in*stead of coffee. She had 
been duped !

The fake c offee incident is a recent 
case of th e increasing wave of fake 
goods now flooding the markets across 
the countr y. Five years ago, many Nige­
rians watched in disbelief as container 
loads of «.ar id from Thailand were deli­
vered at 'the Apapa port instead of rice. 
On May 1H, 19K7. the Standard Orga­
nisation of Nigeria (SON) impounded 
200 car to ns of substandard and fake 
cable w irc:s worth N40.000 from various 
stores in Alaba market also in Lagos.
Seven tr; iders were taken away for que­
stion! ng over the seized items.

Ye t. t he police, in Onitsha Anambra 
State . last March, swooped on a 
who*ics.*ilc shop in the popular Ochanja 
mar ket where kilogrammes of sawdust 
wer c n eatly packaged and sold as Omo 
det erg,ent. At Oshodi bus stop in Lagos 
St; ite, vendors rent the air with mic­
ro* phones as they beckon buyers to 
p?itronise their “gbanjo bata" (inunita- 
than foot-wears).

Only recently, electronic goods, 
v/at ches and clocks, baby food, leather 
I >ro ducts, drugs, cooking equipment 
an« .1 vehicle accessories have swollen the 
ra nks of fake goods readily available in 
m ost markets in the country.

An African Guardian sample in Ala- 
b»a. Jankara. Tejuosho, Idumota and 
Oshodi markets, in Lagos State shows 
that electronic goods such as electric 
fans and cables top the list of these fake 
goods. At Alaba market for instance, goes for N55O. But at Alaba market, the 
the usuallv popular KDK electric fans four-blades KDK table fan sells for be­

tween N180 to N200. Here also, the 
various brands of fake SMC ceiling fan 
sell for between N200 and H250 while 
the original model sells for between 
N750 and N 800.

Similarly, while the original Seiko 
model wrist-Wat ch cost between N250 
and N400, one can easily pick up the 
Sieko brand for between N60 and N65. 
The cost of Sieko wall clock is at par 
with the wrist watch, a sharp contrast 
with Seiko wall clock which costs be­
tween N800 and Hl ,000. Like the 
“gbanjo bata” vendors, wrist-watch and 
electronic goods sellers are quick to ex­
plain their different price structures. 
Mike Ilobe who sells electric fan on Idu- 
magbo street, Idumota in Lagos says, 
“Only very few of us can import the 
original models of the electronic goods 
we sell bedause of their excessively high 
prices. Morever, many buyers prefer
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er. they argue mat SOS has net spread | 
its dragnet outside Lages State from I 
where these goods escape into other 
parts of the country

But Malam Ibra 
chairman. Governing 
strongly holds that his * 
done its best within its li 
to him.the country’s borders are too 
vast for only 60 scientists working with 
the organisation as al 19S6 to cover 
Moreover, he says SON has not enjoyed 
the full co-operation of the customs and 
excise department which often frustrate 
ns monitoring efforts. According to 
him. SON. with its meagre man-power 
has the task of casting an eye over local­
ly made goods as well as police the bor­
ders to prevent the dumping of fake er 
inferior goods. Today, only 250 made- 
in-Nigcria goods have passed the eagle­
eye tests of SON while 1.000 arc on the 
waiting list

Last year. Colonel Anthony Etuku- 
doh. chairman of SON. announced 
plans by the organisation to go into pre­
shipment inspection as well as check im­
ported goods at ports as an additional 
measure to ensure the goods meet the 
right specification. Last February. SON 
floated a six-man committee on babv 
food, and announced the establishment 
of 240 standards covering the fields of 
electronic technology, civil engineer­
ing. mechnical and automobile en­
gineering. textile, food, dnnks ano be­
verages, chemical, plastics, leather 
shoes, paper and allied product*

While concerted efforts are on to 
stamp out fake products from the mar­
kets. some opinions are counselling that 
a distinction be made between immita- 
tions. fakes and counterfeits. Peter 
Nw’osu. a motor parts dealer believes 
that some immitation models have some 
economic value though they may not be 
as durable as the original ones Besides, 
they sell faster since they are cheaper. 
He believes that Nigeria should be en­
couraged to immitate some products 
since they have chances of perfecting 
them. According to him. some vehicle 
accessories such as plugs, carburetors, 
gaskets, piston, engine cylinders and re- 
bored engine blocks have been made by­
Nigerians who only need more time to 
perfect. On the other hand, he believes 
that faking and adulteration amount to 
sabotage perpetrated by dupes This he 
says should be stamped out entirely. 
But. that is a task SON and other reg­
ulating bodies m the country seem ill- 
equipped to do

Chlnedu Soronnadli-Otfosro with reports 
from Lucky Fhkpa *r>d Herbert O’ah.

Naira still low
Last Thursday the Naira went down i 

by 13 kobo against the US dollar at the . 
61st bidding session of the auctions fore- I 
ign exchange market. For the next 
forthmght one US dollar will exchange j 
for N4.7506 The Dcuschc Mark, with ! 
the strongest showing, appreciated by | «■" 

j 4 4 per cent w hen compared to the 60th ; 
1 bidding session. '
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» From left. May Nzeribe. Joe Finlay Jr. and Femi Adeniyi- 
Williams: Gurus of the advertising industry.

jor issue 
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ugcncics 
el ativcly,

An Overview |

The origin of advertising goes back to before 1450 * 
when Gutcnburg invented the printing press. Adver- 5 
tising was said to have been mainly practised by the 3 
word of mouth, hawking, sh.outing and crying.

The historical devclopmc nt of advertising in 
Nigeria can be traced back to .1928 when the former 
West African Publicity company, now Lintas, was 
incorporated. Lintas* experience and success story led 
to the emergence of other advertising outfits such as 
Homiblow, Cox and Freeman, Cullies West Africa, ( 
Auger and Tunner and Nigerian Bi ircau of Publicity, j 
mainly owned by foreigners.

However, during the period of 19.30s and 40s, the I 
initial problem was the absence ofloc.il expertise and ’ 
insufficient publishing houses. From 1 928 to the end I 
of World War II. the press medium began to play a I 
minimal role in Nigerian advertising. In fact, there 
were only three daily newspapers which were avail- J 
able to the advertisers then, and these were the Daily » 
Times, Lagos Daily News and Nigerian Telegraph..It 
was not until the 1950s and 1960s that’, advertising 
began to become popular.

The 1970s witnessed the emergence of i.nc’igencs on 
the advertising scene. There arc more professionals 
with increased standard of performance , with the 
expatriates still at the helm of affairs. How'ever, with 
the Nigerian indigenisation decree of 1972 Advertis- 

! ing became the exclusive preserve of Nigc.rians, and 
the gate was thrown open to Nigerians to tai ;c control 
of this capital intensive industry. This led to tl re emerg­
ence of new advertising outfits either forme d jointly 
or individually. The oil boom of this period added a 
new impetus to this business. Advertising i 
became a lucrative business although, rel 
advertising in Nigeria is still in its prime.

The economic initiative of the present adm.inistra- 
tion of President Babangida has meant that both 
clients and agencies have now resorted to co mpre­
hensive planning, more resourceful onentatio n and 
economy of scale. No more money to throw around, 
with increase in rates which some publishers hav.e 
justified as a result of the devaluation of naira, hike 
in spare parts and all printing materials, it meant that 

only selected media will be patronised since com­
panies cannot afford to increase their publicity alloca­
tion. ’Hie resultant effect i». a cut on the number of 
insertions, frequency and reach. Advertisers have 
now resorted to radio and out-door advert campaigns 
rather than using newspapers and television Howev­
er. the newspapers arc not relenting their efforts to 
convince consumers that they should maintain their

loyalty with the stable; their old friend and com­
panion.

In order to present a comprehensive report of the 
industry, we sent questionnaires to the agencies. 
From those who completed and returned theirs we 
present their views on major issues.

On the effects of SAP on agencies, there was a 
concensus of opinion that SAP is a two-edged sword. 
Postively, they all agree that the introduction of SAP 
has led to a kind of discipline not only in advertising 
but also on the side of macro economics. Agencies 
are now more creative and aggressive in dealing with 
their clients who want advertising expenditure to be 
justified before giving their approvals.

SAP has led to increased advertising expenditure 
by clients on some brands. Negatively, it has also led 
to the demise of weak and uncompetitive agencies as 
well as clients who could not defend their market 
shares. It has also placed extra constraints, especially 
on production.

On the problems of the industry and how they can 
be solved, all the agencies who sent in their question­
naires recognise unethical or unprofessisonal prac­
tices between clients and agencies, from agencies 
t o agencies, media to agencies and agencies to media 
a»'» the main problem facing the industry Others are 
de arth of skilled experts, proliferation of agencies 
and reduction in circulation of newspapers. They all 
belii-ve that it can be solved through re-orientation, 
train mg and a bit of understanding from the support

ofloc.il
Telegraph..It
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• Owoborode, AAPN Presi­
dent

hopes would help 1 
advertising and its prac 
nition to individual advc------ - -----------------
be working outside the agencies as well as providing a 
legal backing to discipline of erring members.

On the relationship between agencies and pub­
lishing houses
Mr. Owoborode confirms that it is cordial but there is 
room for improvement. He added that there is ne­
cessity for the media houses to see advertising agen­
cies collectively as an organisation that they can trust 
because the two have mutual benefits to derive from 
each other if they both can come together and work 
like a team; as partners in progress. He however does 
not favour the general polarisation of agencies when 
it comes to settlement of bills but argues that indi­
vidual agencies needs to be treated on their credit 
worthiness. He however advised the media houses to 
make their credit control more efficient

On the accusation that it does the industry no good if 
an agency handles two competitive brands.

He does not see anything wrong in that because it is 
acceptable anywhere in the world especially if and ad­
vertiser feels, that such agency, irrespective of the 
accounts it handles, is still considered as the best to 
handle his product or service Afterall. there are 
many departments within a reputable agency which 
handle different accounts, he added.

In addition, he indicates that it is court 
agency to tell the client if it is going to I 
same brand that is in direct competitio 
client.

On the issue of membership.
He says that the Association has 57 names of reg­

istered members. He states that Conditions for mem­
bership are not strict and for any serious advertising 
agency to fulfil. He hopes that government control of 
the industry will lead to more recognition of the in­
dustry and its membership. The President indicated 
that there is a committee that investigates allegations 
of unethical behaviour levelled against any of its 
members and once this has been proved beyond 
reasonable doubt. AAPN has never failed to punish

------------- —------------------ 
institutions

Should there be government control of this indus­
try? The general trend is ‘yes’ but with a clause that 
control should only be limited to recognising the in­
dustry as a professional body and setting the stan­
dard. However, they feel that qualification of mem­
bership should be the responsibility of the Associa­
tion of Advertising Practitioners in Nigeria (AAPN) 
though a substantial number of respondents say that 
they don’t welcome such control.

Changes that they want to sec in the industry in­
clude more research-based planning, preparation 
and placing of advertisment, more of AAPN’s sanctions 
on erring members, establishment of more institu­
tions for manpower training and more ethical consid­
erations in the pursuit of business.

Here are excerpts from an exclusive interview with 
Mr. Ayo O woborodc, President of the Association of 
Advertising Practictioncrs in Nigeria by The African 
Guardian on various issues affecting the industry.

On the question of government control of the indus­
try and its practioncrs.

He feels that government control is necessary in 
order to do the following: To accord the industry 
professional recognition before the law, which he
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■ IN TIL the formation of the Association of 
Sfer Advertising Practitioners in Nigeria (AAPN) in 
1071. what is today known as the advertising industry 
was virtually non-existent in the country. And ever 
since then the advertising industry has been growing 
though not without hitches. Chief among the prob­
lems of the industry is its free-for-all nature.

Despite the gloom in the economy, the rate at 
which advertising agencies spring up cannot but leave 
one wondering what magic there is. It is also won­
dered whether there arc any laid down guidelines by 
the government.

According to Dr. A.C. Daramola, a lecturer at the 
Mass Communication Department of the University 
of Lagos, there is really no advertisement in Nigeria 
in the actual sense of the word if one takes a look at 
the billings. To him a hundred million naira out of 
five billion naira billing is not much. He sums it up by 
saying that advertising still has a long way to go in 
Nigeria.

He further explains that what we have now is a kind 
of mixture of a few well-meaning, articulate minded 
practitioners largely webbed among crooks whose 
sole concern is to make money while exploiting the 
ignorance of the teeming population. Or how can one 
explain the practice of an agency sponsoring two 
opposing and competitive products'?

Daramola criticises the way 
given or won by agencies and 
agencies. Although, he supports a nuxed-j 
local and foreign materials for our advert 
he however points out that some p '7*, 
adverts are really harmful to the Nigerian audience 
because they are illusory and unattainable, adding 
that what most of these foreign ads do is to raise 
hopes but only to dash them .later.

However his is not a blind condemnation as he equal­
ly proffers suggestions on how to make the industry 
survive and flourish as in other lands. He suggests 
that government should standardise the industry 
while the AAPN as it is. requires a cordial re- ............ ..
organisation for better results. And that "flight-by- services, takii 
night" agencies should be made to sit-up and provide 
adequate, well qualified staff and up-to-date infras­
tructure.

He reasons that SAP and FEM have really put

in enlightening the citizenry on tow 
about as well as making adverti |nanut-s*' 
otion freedom and how far it can t^y to the tei 

wishes to see journalism adhere J’ ent has ‘ 
truth. But he believes that go wC|| as e 
role to play through regulatio occasi 
them. Because as it is now. , a<jh rco
there are laws, they are sea i<s t
The problems and solution’ is^, place 1

that the industry has proW^aing ' „ \
Mana^ing^Dirccfon&th^^^bleK^a^ynrt^11  ̂pped '
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went Lack of credit c ir’fi '’p
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If you feel your needs fly in th<* face of 
high creative convention, always reme­
mber that Creative Concept welcomes 
you with an open mind

■ ■ • ■

■ I Su’tilp’F.
■. H34461

at creative concept 
the unconventional is 

becoming conventional

CREATIVE I
IFTT CONCEPT I 

(NIC.) LIMITED

When we first opened our doors in 
1986. we opened our creative minds to 
clients' needs - conventional or uncon­
ventional - we are still coming up with 
strategies for new business ideas to 
meet these ever-changing demands

Our open • mindedness, combined 
with highly resourceful, innovative and 
dynamic services, remain the secret 
weapon of our business 
among stiff compention.



1-
NMT’

Nigena Mach.ne Tools Ltd ...fc/ndu$b-iddadopfne/ft
&--

VII

Survey oh .Idver/rwni’

BBBBHESHHHBH
THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN SEPTEMBER 12, I9KM

Nigeria Machine Tools Limited
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Snmt
WOOD-W©a«(S LATHE 

Tie master craft-man of prized 
furniture fame!

__________________
To sene clients, at all times, more effectively and 

efficiently. To continue to give honest and sincere 
service.

Every furniture maker whose customers 
are todays trcrid^markct must own 

jhlXmesTBr'craft man and wxxJ master 
■''•H Wood Working Lathe
rirviT Wood Working Lathe is a master 
sculptor It cun shape and trim furniture 
to radiate beauty Little wonder then, every 
furniture shaped with NMT Wood Working 
Lathe becomes a prired one 
Give our Marketing Manager 
a ring today

not only be qualified but must have experience in the 
field. This will enhance the credibility of the industry. 
The way the industry perceives itself will also deter­
mine how it is seen by the public. More creative, 
aggressive media executives hold the key to the de­
velopment of the industry. There is no doubt that 
there is a future for this industry as long as we keep 
producing, consuming and marketing. One lesson 
from SAP is that the unorganised, shoddy, lazy and 
dull ones have started to fall by the way side in the 
advent of computerization and introduction of mod- s 
cm techniques in advertising while the able and orga­
nised ones will keep enjoying public rapport. 
By Telwo Rotlml with report from Tunde Aklnola

Kilburn advertising Limited
Kilburn Advertising Ltd is an impressive set up on 

Oweh Street. Fadeyi Lagos that teems with experi­
enced and highly skilled professionals. Their creative 
ar"?roach is fresh. They believe that the beginning of 
auccess in advertising is to be different and that the 
creative function is paramount. They see research as 
a powerful ingredient in campaign planning. The 
company has a blue-chip but decidedly manageable 
list of clients that affords personal service.

Kilburn started off in October 1984 at Ilaka Street, 
"upeju. They have technical partners in the United 

Lpnrv’c Kingdom and United States of America. According 
ri>nt to lhc Chicf Executive of Kilburn Mr. Oluwasegun 

Adegbiji. "The first five years of an agency should be 
for holding talks.” It is his 

opinion that a good agency should be able to say no to 
a new business if it is incapacitated. "With open 
mind, a spirit of healthy competition and considera­
tions to their style. Kilburn, LTC, Macsell and Sun­
rise will put severe pressure on the other big agencies 
in the next two or three years.” Adegbiji. concluded.

Kilburn’s creative high score is demonstrated in the 
TV programme — “Match of the Week" they created 
and coordinated for a year, and the current TV com­
mercial for MAMSER which is unique, original and 
well put together.

VISION LINK NIGERIA LIMITED >-
Visionlink occupies a magnificent building at 11 A, JJ?Peiu• Thcy , .av® Jx*™

Adcbambo Street, Obanikoro, Lagos. The Agency's !S"!!dorT>.Sdc.„"'..d

system which ensures an almost complete separation jeaud to action an< d
of accounts so as to minimise conflicts, preserve 
trade secrets and maintain distinct creative jobs for 
each client.

This system has been known to work in the past and 
is still working. Their philosophy is the dedication of 
the agency’s existence to producing compelling and 
outstanding advertisments for clients, while laying the 
foundations for the highest standards of excellence in 
all disciplines. Visionlink works by creating a clear 
and desirable brand identity which is unique and 
unassailable. Some of their objectives are:
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South Korea appears ready to ho<t troubk-free Olympics

By John Nwsobl
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• Sax Soods Coto&* Und* 24-nou sene iax»

Ready, set.,..

and Scat 
pro- tween the United : 

 rkest and the Soviet Union 
dawn ter the Attempts at re-nifying 

With North and South Korea 
to the have since then been still Jeers 

„ in South dead-locked. Radical tons 
jorts enthu- South Korean students The: 

anun- who are f 
assur- ccme the Secu* ,

ante. Put a mist of uncer- only as a platfcnn  
•amty cont.nues to hover which more student ag.ta- thing 

tions ter reunification can v 
launched Recent.y.

the students 
fighting the 

government cf Pres.dent 
Roh Tae Woo. alone.

Communist North chane..
Korea s uneasy relations 
with the South, initially 
viewed as the greatest 

to the games, fined 
to have palled. The 13.00C 

hope, however, is that the some Oiyrr 
North would not be hiding tend to belli 
any aces up its sleeves. 
Unfortunately, past experi­
ence leaves little room for 
cheer. The North was cons- end 
idered responsible for the 

nbmg o* — wv—... 
iner last November. All 
passenger 

tea has als-

on we;Id expectation.
Last week the safe arnv- be  

al ci the Olympic flame in however. 
South Korea served to fire appear to be 
the anger cf two students 
who pretested on the 
Olympic torch relay route 

the Massan province.
Their arrest by the police 
was not enough to re­
assure apprehensive threat 
athletes and visitors who appear 
are bound for Seoul. Police hop- v 
recovery of nine home­
made bombs and bomb 
making equipment from 
'•he home of another 
arrested student has been 
he source ct renewed un- 
xrsir.e/s about the games bomb::

:e confrontation be- jetlinC4     
tween the South Korean 115 passengers died. North 
government and its stu- Kcrea has also made futile 
den’s predates the Oly- attempts to convince other 
m. - Korea emerged from communist nations to 
th~ Second World War split boycott the Seoul games.

uld not risk court 
wrath of its con 

munist allies Besides, th 
tnangnitudo of the Sect 
Olympics, with athlete 
expected from 161 com 
tries, the highest numbi 
ever, would most like! 
overwhelm, and common 
the respect of any opposi 
tion.

Ironically the focus c 
world attention on th 
games would be the drear 
opportunity any treubk 
maker could ever hep 
for. The Olympics hern 
always been threatened b 
varied political events 1 
1969. over 200 ncters d« 
mcnstrating against Mei 
ico's ruling party were she 
dead by security forces. 1 
days to the opening of th 
games. The 1972 games t 
Munich. West German' 
was a tragic ruin follcwmi 
the massacre cf 11 Israel: 
by Palestinian commas 
dos.The invasion cf Afgh 
amstan by the Soviet 
was a bitter pill which thi 
United States found hardt 
swallow. Along with its 
allies, the US boycotted th 
1980 Moscow games oi 
account of the invasion 
Net to be outdone, the Rus 
sians and their communis 
friends gave the US the fin 
ger and avoided the Lo 
Angeles Olympics in 1984 

As if working toward 
the cuccess of this year: 
Olympics, Presiden 
Ronald Reagan had lonj 
bolstered h»n smoking Pre 
sential pistol and mot will 

 .  "Pcrostroikan” Gorbach®' 
watchers 011 >®voral occasions t< 

chart the course of worli 
peace. North and Soul) 
Korea are expected to tab 
a cue and embrace eacl 
other. The world would ap 
plaud the peaceful resolu 
tion of the bickerings be 
tween these two counlrie, 
which share a commor 
ancestry, history, cultun 
and language.

/^OULD the latest stir- (into North and Scath be- The North's bid to co-host 
rings of students’pro- tween the United States has also eras!. 

test represent the darkest and the Sonet Union Despite North Korea’s 
hour before dawn ler the Attempts at reunifying premise net to disrupt the 
Seoul Olympics? With North and South Korea Seoul Olympes, there are 
barely 10 days to the have since then been stifl fears ci a possible ter­
games opening in South dead-locked. Radical ronst attack cn athoietes. 
Kcrea many sports enthu- South Korean students There is also growing fear 
siasts are expecting anun- who are prc-Narth we'.- ci possible terrorist acts at 
conditional nod ct assur- ccme the Sec-1 Games the Olympic sites. Deter- 

from mined net to leave any­
thin g to chance, the South 
Korean government has 
beefed up its security 
forces. The Olympic sites 
have been under 24-hour 
guard for the past nine 
months To avoid the 

Hing cf time bombs 
into South Kcrea. Japan 
has. since two weeks ago, 
been checking parcels des­
tined for South Korea in 

j post offices. Indeed.
——* Olympic 
 ’ieve the Games 

would not run into any 
hitches.

The presence of Soviet 
Chinese athletes is 

;apvu3iuiv w; u.e seen cs a deterrents to 
of a South Korean North Kcrea which, hope-
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Wanted: Quotes 
from IBB

Com 
punch 
for AHotey

round 
several 
>3. But 

had

3 other victors (L  
tahs Ejimofor who fight,'

ing fork had boon applied 
to the rhythm of his glovos. 
With the victory, ho re­
tained his title as the Afri­
can Boxing Council (ABC) oxcitii 
light-heavyweight cham­
pion.

The 12-round-title bout 
lasted only five minu*. 
and 11 seconds. Both iigl 
rm had sized up them­
selves in the first 
with Lasini scoring s< 
good body punches 
the second round  
hardly begun when the fis­
tic face-off abruptly ended 
with Allotey's surrender. "I

State 
^spondents 
ising 20 mi- 

cassettes, 
this is

jmational 
>n (IBF) ti­

lled to 
James 

,o. ...» ibf iigh; 
title next month, hur 

5 come up against a 
- -------- f opposition from the 

of the time.-------------------------NBB of C. "It is illegal. You
Among other victors (Lasisi) canno 

were Vitalis Ejimofor who fight," rules 
scored a 2-1 split decision which 

ig profos- over Waidi Bello in their reme Cot 
ui in iooj, Lasisi has eight-round encounter. In Africa (SC—-- 
all his 18 fights; 17 by *Be national middleweight lotions with IBF 

of them challenge fight. Collins taini"" w 
the third Onwuzaga, scored a vic- then 

ir the most toIY OVGr Y,sa Ade. I_______
ivinced he can out- tered: "I don t*care, 
i any candidate for ai

(NTA) 
Corresp 

. Jim crew, ue... 
te-video cassettes, 
rnged tapes, this is * Presidonl Babangida A speechwriter of sons

- a plus. Another feels that the Pres- racks source, drafts
But this is where the ident fails to infuse ca- 

pluses end. For one, public dence in speech reading: 
relations analysts com- "He just goes flat out, no 
plain that the President s emphases where neces- 
speech appeared a bit dis- sary". This perhaps ex­
jointed. I don t see^why he plains why there are no 

,t-_ o. ... norable quotes after 
President's speech, a

rec.™ 
attribute to Babangida'., 
speech writers. But it 
seems that the President is 

own speech writer.
to a Dodan Bar-

>uld talk of the Structu- memorable ---- ‘
ral Adjustment Programme the I  
(SAP) in the early part of blame analysts 

--------- 1---------------------------a -r move to other attribute to Bah 
that the August 27 address things, and return to SAP 
was recorded in one take, later. It does not say much 
with a break while lor impact." says a public his 
the Nigerian Television relations executive. According

V

pH*

By John Nmnohi

up aga>nst a 
dtion from tl 

illegal. Yc 
mot take the 

ru.es the board 
C^unftHmSports^n 

SCSA) have sour re 
with IBF for marn- 

ung links with apar 
id South Africa.

Unruffled. Lasisi coun­
tered: "I don't care what

I and WBC)." As N.genan 
• boxing buffs wait 
! whether Lasisi wo

> ahead to bid for the IBt ' 
tie. they would als “ 
anticipating the » ment to be generated

1 theHNB of C's reaction-

iXigcrians cull for memorable speeches from 
the president

(P* OING by professional Authority 
vJTstandards. the man- House 
nor in which President and filr 
Ibrahim Babangida deli- nutc 
voted his state of the na- chai w  
tion address on August 27 viewed as 
is considered an improve­
ment on his past perform- . 
ances. The argument is relatioi 
that at least the President 
did not propel himself 
through the 31-page joint 
address, a style that has shot 
almost become identified r~’ 
with him in the deliverance (SAP) ... IUC 
of his speeches. Considering his speech.

ca and the World Boxing Council 
j in the (WBC) and International 
tamweight Boxing Federation (IB 

Enyika. who ties, Lasisi is schedul 
trade punches with J< 
’• ' nn lor the IBFCl' it had boon a street nvi owing iajoioi, . ------- r.—

Abrawl, Joo Lasisi would complained Allotoy after bited such "cocky" confi- hoav^ t 
have boon promptly the fight. "Each time I duck dence and skilfulness that he has 
arrested for "attempted to the left to avoid a punch, Rufus was in trouble most wall of 
manslaughter." But Las- another comes flashing at '* *v‘* 
isi'c triumph, three weeks mo from the right. I didn't 
ago. over Ghana's Joo want to bo injured." Wiso 
Allotoy at tho sports hall of decision, 
the National Stadium, Sur- Since turninc 
uloro confirmed that a tun- sional in 1983, j 

won c " 
knock-outs, most 
baroly lasting 1 
rounds. But by fai 
.siting event of tho night 
was tho 12-round-titln bout p 
• Lasisi (left) Two rounds too long fc 

uton i 
ght- .

of a 
speech are given to the 
President either by his 
political adviser, Dr. Tunji 
Olagunju; his Chief Press 
Secretary Chief Duro Ona- 
bule or from the office of 
the Secretary to Govern­
ment, Chief Olu Falae. It 

jadily depends on what topic the 
jida's President is going to speak 

on, and he polishes up the 
drafts himself", says the 
source.

This, the source says, ex-

But

Eyes the crowra ^rnA“yiin 
--------------------------------------- ------------------------------------ national Bantc  
Lasisi beats Allot ey, prepares for World title category. Enyika, who ties

emerged the new bantam- tfuuo t  
was not seeing Lasisi." weight champion, exhi- Kitchen for 
complained Allotoy after Bited such cocky confi- hear* ♦

. . the fight. "Each time I duck dence and skilfulness that 
)tod to tho left to avoid a pur ’ 
.as- another comes flashinc

mo from the right. I a.



I Society
Assault on masked men

sere 
the

• So.'anfc9By Wale Akin Aina
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The Adesanyan brothers say armed robben can be 
co-operation

under the illusion that It it 
. Its a matter of time.

but I must cay I 
make him more

surprise that he 
IX mi-

containcd through

k«ard: Gam Fawchmmi. Senior Advocate ofthe Massei 
(SAM i by students of Obafcmi Awolowo University. De-

empathy 
u Gambc 
General

FJwted: Mike Okereke. Public Relations Adviser of Un­
ited African Company (L’AC). President of the Nigerian 

‘-‘c of Public Relations (NIPR).■

Transition: Sir Alexander Onyeador. first indigenoto 
ter r »ttff tn Shell Oil Company. August 18. in his sleep.

THE world premiere of 
I Viqi’ante by Deji and 

Aiolabi Adesanya. two 
weeks ago was not <----- *
ly a r^Mww... 
pic;; . 
in most imp 

The cotui 
tween a groi 
and invadir. 
bers subtly capt 
insecurity cf N:< 
The sympathy t, 
portrayal ct a 1 
ped poke 
chord 
Muhammadu 
Inspector C 
Police

It was 
sat through the 
nutes duration ct 
Rather than whip cut a pc. 
of handcuffs far the Ade 
sanyas. Gambc ;
lo undjnrrn. per d th.
Si b - c'-. 5U-'.e-e U cily Olu lacob. - the 

cross-checked with his 
financial ccntrc'.'.er He 
has since made good hi* 
pledge* witn a <3 XC 
donation. In add.tian the 
film has won a place .n the 
syllabus cf ail police col­
leges in the country.

Il was net only Gombe 
that w as f ull of commenda­
tion fcr the film makers 
A . I ■

► I made a few additions and shanges 
couldn't persuade him to have a harber 
presentable.

— Wn Elizabeth Jibunoh of Didi Museum. on Artist 
Olu Oguibe's dreadlocks, at the opening of his art exhibi­
tion.

tion. 
hist 
to change the imagi 
President. Though 
Barracks sources say 
the glasses are mainly 
reading, analysts feel 
they water down the 
pact of eye-contact neces­
sary to hold an audience to 
the kind of speech he deli­
vered. Says a public rela­
tions expert: "Normally, 
you would be distracted by 
the glasses with steel 
frames that reflect m the 
glare of television lights. 1 
would advise that he does 
away- with glasses and 
uses a teleprompter. It will 
do more for his image"

But an NTA executive 
feels a teleprompter might 
not be well used by the 
President: "Even here in 
NTA where we have people 
well trained to use this 
equipment, they some­
times falter in relaying 
news".

creator cl Minor m the . sun lead actor — (represent* 
said with a smile ci con- by his wife) broke his sei 
tent: This is a fine film. It's restriction of avoiding 

ks ago was not exact- a fair attempt for a first tim- premieres, ho would haw 
rehash of the common er StiIL 'it could be bet been overwhelmed by thi 

place raw violence found ter was the verdict of applause of the impress* 
nported films. Lanre Idowu the editor cf audience when the acton 
mfrontaticn he- This- Week. came on stage to take thsi:
Toup of residents But Kc’.osa Kargbo of bow. Still, as the specta
uir.g armed rob- ~J3c VT ,crs trccPe<^ home cough

jtured the up »n a debate of the film’i
Nigerians. HF* controverial end — the

inducing burning of ar
n ct a handicap- MJ*' apprehended robber -
ice force tciched a there remains the linger
ct empathy in mg thought that VigJanle u

the ■ arduously endorses jungle
cl i * - justice.

The film is likely to ecu* 
across the land ctc 

probably beyond, vw 
knows? It might be a strong 
contender for tl>e Logo 
Z.wv» M...—’../ of Informs 
tion instituted Pa Orlands 
Martins award fcr the bes 
movie.
I i i mill III—

plains why there are ink 
marks and cancellations 
"even on the original texts 
If memorable quotes of the 
President are not recol­
lected after his speech, it 
could be that his white 
army regulation' singlet 
which appeared just below 
his neckline during the 
telecast was a source of 
distraction. According to 
analysts, the colour of the 
singlet somehow inter­
fered with the attention of 
those listening to the 
speech. "He could have co­
vered it up. whether it was 
army regulation or not. 
Where I watched him on 
screen, people talked of 
his singlet rather than 
listening to what he was 
saying." points out an 
observer. According to 
him, the President s green 
uniform appeared quite 
sombre on the television 
screen, enough to make 
the portion of " white" be­
low his neckline seem out 
of place.

But the President's reg­
ulation singlet was net 
only a source of distrac­
tion. Analysts also say that 
his eye glasses appeared 
to change the image of the 
President. Though Dodan 

t that 
ily for 
?! that

im-

► Babangida score card: ►
Onosode. Fafownra and have babw-v and thuv ensure the survival 
others speak ... But Fauehin- vpccies. Childbirth 
mi’s views art unpublish­
able .

— I Head line of National 
Concord of Saturday, August 
27. 1988)

;t for a first tim- 
J could be bet 

 ... _ the verdict of .,
nted films. Lanre Idowu the editor cf audience when 
ontation bs- This- Week.

But Kc’.osa Kargbo of bow. Still. 
■EX. ,crs 1

• G*“Oc 
Prime Pecp.’e thinks "the ripples 
pict is week and net well -- *--*■ 
developed He represents

._ ~r seme cr.tic* who think the ..
me Aae- 41>:- u-*vcce*tfully rede- State Ministry 
premised science" as it is erdi- tion instituted

. .. women should b<- applauded for taking time off to 
re the survival of the human 

then fore, a national service.
- Chief Eolake Solanke (SA N/ on legal protection for 

women from discriminatory treatment on "maternity 
grounds."

► (don't want to leave anv body tind 
not going to come. I said it w ill <omt.

— IHH on cabinet reshuffle
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For knowledge
from 
law

If

• Ehizokhaie No to brain drain
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By Omotayo Afolabl and John 
Nwaobl

ar what 
done to 

treatment.

month, m 
came his .
won the first pn:
during a NaticA photographer with The 

Guardian, his oowerful

capture photo- 
jraphs that tell stories. He 
m3 a particular interest in 

snapshots of any 
person behav- 

rbitrary manner

• Olusegun: No changing ot job 
inding off his Saturdays and Sundays 

with his coach, Femi 
Ahmed Olab- Jacobs. If Ahmed's 

ago shadow-boxing exhibition takii  
j down was anything to go by. uniformed 
Hall of Nigeria may be on the way ingin 

mu nuuuiiui oiaaium, Sur- to another world cham- in put 
ulore. Not only did the hall piOn. He may be doing his hon-

wi,h aP"   „ . . est work, but his ’victims'
1 practically UOVIEllIe Wm! aro often unimpressed. Ol 
listic show- aM ntttwrnM «« these unpleasant inci­

dents. he says that "there's 
no question of me chang­
ing jobs. Instead I'm en­
couraged to continue to ex­
pose these men".

His 10-year photographic 
career has had happy mo- 
ments too. Nigeria's first 

, Jimoh Olabisi. is in ’his poor guy has done to ,adY' Maryam Babangida. 
ipport of his son pur- deserve such treatment. >rnpressed with his works, 

a boxing career, It's nothing criminal; once sent him a gift. Last 
"That is what he Olusegun's encounters are • more recognition 

•s." retorts Mr. Olabisj. in the course of his duties. m°, \s ,us^^Hn
»-n school work per- A photographer with The ND2??°

Ahmed train. Guerdon. oowodul fXV.FoX" W Th! 

winning snapshot was of a 
Mercedes-Benz car in 
flames, with the caption 
"Money to burn".

The roving photographer 
puts his good fortune not 

I only to "good news judge- 
I ment . but also to the birth 

of his baby girl, Olutayo, 
during the competition; 
And he says: 'Tin saving it 
all for her" Well, it's dou­
ble congratulations for one 
who s had such a che­
quered career.

dialer from England, and 
D Elthymiatos 
Greece; sponsored 
and accountancy visiting 
Professors to lend technic­
al assistance to BENSU; 
donations of rare Law and 
Accountancy books; 10 
scholarship awards given 
in perpetuity.

Ahmed the 
dream

weeks
ing down was anything to go 
irts Hall of Nigeria may be on the .. -, 
Hum, ?urJ ’o another world cham- 

reverberate with ap- 
plause, Ahmed practically WUEHS
carried out his fistic show- __
off on a green carpet ot £2' 
Naira notes laid out for him 
by impressed spectators.

Youthful enthusiasm? UP < 
Not quite. "I like boxing," W>*1 
admits Ahmed, a primary 
one pupil of the Army Chil­
dren School, Dodan Bar­
racks, Obalende. Ahmed's 
father. ' - — -
lull sup 
suing 
Why?
likes " 

When school work 
mits, Ahmed trains

R^7IS jabs, hooks and 
••upper-cuts sliced 
through the air, and you 
could almost imagine the 
resounding thwack of his 
gloves boui.2 
victim's body. 
Six-year old A 
ini two  
threatened to brir 
the roof of the Sport 
the National Stadii

H S a teenager, he 
••tramped several 
kilometres Io a plantation 
where ho tapped rubber 
trees to make extra money 
to enable him to go through 
secondary school. Today. 
Paul Ebonclo Ehizokhalc'a 
philantropic gestures aro 
motivated by his aversion 
to "promising human 
assets being allowed to 
waste due to financial con­
straints." He has. to date, 
financially aided the prog­
ress of about 24 Nigerians 
through universities 
abroad, both al the under­
graduate and post­
graduate levels.

GUARDIAN SEPTEMBER 12. WKS

Though an electronic en­
gineer by training. Ehi­
zokhaio. 42. is al present 
involved in the an travel 
business. Recently, he was 
made a "Rotarian honoris 
causa" (honorary rotarian), 
in Bonin City in recogni­
tion ol his contribution to 
education.

The Bendel State Uni­
versity (BENSU) Ekporna is 
ono institution Io which ho 
has turned his eyes of 
generosity. The school has 
received an endowment ol 
two professorial chairs; 
sponsored three ye< 
teaching visit of Prole 
sorn Richard, and Nwa- • Ahmed taking tutorials trorrt coach Femi "I like, boxing"

lenses
grai 
has

:ing 
iforn

i an arl 
iblic.

lay be doir 
irk, but I

l AM OLUSEGUN is no 
'new customer at police 

stations. "I've been locked 
over 20 times", he says 

th a grin. And when it 
comes to assaults, 
Olusegun hasn't been 
spared either.

You may wonder
guy I 
such 

nothing



Dogging the radicals
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OFF THE RECORD|

II

radicals

Lessons for boarding
_ .j * v **sA to check out. Andrew stvle

.-. ■( h*:. m.-uAj like to make the trip on rti 
E.c • an.-u-’A Lnou n as Nigeria Airways. Sky

■.. . cr stay on
c.-.-.i u boarding pass at the Nigeria Airway) 

cewuer at the Munaia Muhammed International Airport 
The reason a simple. you will never get one.

soiexe tise.Z t :.s : . ' digression onvw).
W hat hc do hear. however, is that this/w 

InrK' talebearer) hinted that »n* 
« J\e-::ded He record specialist, fearful 4 
bans swept as.de tn an anticipated annivenatj 
shu‘ '.e because . ' un unpleasant smoke hanfm 

the portion of his corridor, scampered i
I '.’r.'i his scat through some aw

U < ».-i, might ask.w hat u u rang in a man presenv 
••-. - •n i ' u ‘ Vr much. we arc tempted to sty 
.*» :«us j j case c,a5’..\—4.' :ra of the more you look, th 

less ivm. .. ..

Quality tale-bearing
PERHAPS you may not have come across M . - j the 

\^tamed raven. that character in George Orwe.. $ \mmal 
Fam, who elevated tale-bearing to ar. art. If you has ent. r. .

[problems. Right in Lagos, there's a version of Moses chis 
J one's not a bird) that performs that role creditably.
I Intact, we are informed that this quality medium I sorry.
■ Lagos Moses) has performed so well in one of its juicy tales 

that, unlike Moses who never came to harm's H’<n, it has
i incurred the ire of one of those double-barreled title holders
■ tn the proverbial corridors of power. We hear the man is so 
! incensed that he has sent word across: retract the tale, apolo- 
' gise profusely and cap it up with N350.000. On the last bit.
| ne are not too sure h hether the entire outfit is worth this 
i mouth-watering sum of money.
, But pray, what's all the brouhaha about. Well, we are 

gi\ inc you this hit off the record, even if the power source 
insists it should be put on record. Surely all of this should 

: remind you of the off-the-record specialist at the time the 
! "elder brother of Lagos Moses went to chat up the power

IT remains a classic case of cnee bitten, twice 
t shy Not too long ago. on July 12 to be exact. a 
senior editor of the Ondo State (owned) Radio 

. Vision Corporation. (OSRC) Mr Olu Owutade 
aired an inters tew with a personality — 

| Mr Alao Aka-Bashorun, President of the \igenan Bar 
Association, whom by journalistic standards was news- 

i u orthy. W hile Owatade might have been expecting a pat <■" 
. the back for a good copy, all he got was a ki, k tn the 

backside He was sent on indefinite suspension £■* 
with a radical. We hear however that Ow^ta.:. sp-.-y ; J r?

: interview Aka-Bashorun was earlier discuv'c.i ct .in r.: • •*?
1 conference in which he was given the go ahead ■-
after the airing of the programm .
S.^.c nnin^ry go\. rnri, in. ' fr .

1 io have called up the st it . 
non as to why a radical should show his face - -

| talk on the government medium.
Law rence Ont. co-ordinator of the stac. n »_■ a?

: hu\c promised to rctru u ■
fhe situation. According to a station source ' nar^ra... as 

‘ expected in a government centre I..d m.-d...~i. nen cne be- 
| comes agreeable when bricks are flying

On August Mr. i)w..: : 
\ awake) wuh a warning :
• again and to impress on \ ou ■
| professionalism and i.. . . - ■:. - pmg.
I ramme of national interest'

\owMr. Owutade'scolicayu 
. back to the station and. are .
! state government furnish the station u ,:h a io. ■ .-aj 

they can easily identi fy them and sras aw as ■ .
do not know if the state government hou._ 

i demand, but we expect that a sign post ma\ - 
! on the premises of OSRC with the warn.’:; , 
1 should keep off as they have been determined i n 
i well being of staff.

i . d-.ni bet r.c in thr:e tips? Then indulge us ti 
, ■, tuatton lor the London-bouM

Nigeria Airways flight WT 806 with departure time of i 
quarttr: toneon Saturday August 20, passenger had arriva 

■ cm Friday night for possible checking in. B» 
before you could toy Bajowa, the whole Airways counts 
became a war zone as passengers became involved in a hf 
and death Struggle for boarding pa’.'.es Now some of th 
passengers whom we suspect already have knowledge o 
these tips we mentioned earlier, called aside officials of th 
Airway . and negotiated " for hoarding passes from prices 
we hear, ranged from N50 to WOO

We hear also thatalmo t N /0,000 accrued to the pocket 
of these staff'. When the plane finally left on time that Satur 
das morning, passengers on queue with full (). K ticket 
were left behind Promised one of them. Dr. Tony Afejukw\ 
from Port Harcourt: I will become really friendly wU\ 
counter staff from now on. I was a simpleton but next tun 
. Do you get his drift?

cc-.rrr
Seccmaiy. always make sure you have extra cash (in 

foreign c^rrenc., the better) to "persuade " counter staffer 
■ yutohaveabc ardingpas■ and h hy yourexcesi 

luggagt uldnotbt weighed. Thirdh and most important­
ly berating chaos, and corrup

- i-'ria Airway j ’.land. You will never get on thi

as.de


Let's make success together...in Abuja

l or reservation pleas 
Lagos Office Plot 1

Nicon-Noga
Hilton Hotel

Abuja
Lett spoil you a little

asc call: Tel: |09| 5231 «11 to «28 Telex 7151)4 HILTON NG P M B 200. Abuja. F CT .Nigeria
162(1, Danmolc Street, Victoria Island Tel: 618997

Whether it’s for 15 or 1,500. let our 
experienced conference team assist 
you in planning your mecting-of- 
minds.
Our fully equipped Congress Centre 
with 22 break-away rooms features 
full Audio-Visual equipment and 
Simultaneous translation The ideal 
business environment with direct 
national and international 
communication facilities to keep 
you in touch.
Everything to make your meeting a 
success


