As publi hearings begin next week...

" ALL PERSONS WILL BE FINGERPRINTED TO ENSURE
"~ NOBODY IS COUNTED MORE THAN ONCE

Mantu, Okpara exempt themselves

j hairman of the National
i Assembly Joint Con-

stitution Review Com-
mittee, Senator Ibrahim
‘Mantu and his vice, Rep.
‘Austin Opara have decided
‘not to attend the public hear-
(ings scheduled to begin Feb-
ruary 22 in six zonal centres
across the country, citing
‘growing public, scepticism
‘against the panel leadership.
.\ Mantu announced his
‘decision to stay away during
‘the committee’s meeting last
Wednesday. The committee
has dissolved into six tour

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor, &
Aideloje Ojo, (Minna)

groups with a chairman and
vice chairman for each group.

But Mantu and Opara are
not part of any of the six
groups. Rather they would
wait to their leadership posi-
tion when the tour reports
would be considered.

The hearings are to hold
simultaneously in Lafia
(North-central), Maiduguri
(Northeast), Katsina (North-
west), Osogbo (Southwest),

Farm workers
tested for bird flu

i he federal government
;Thas started testing
people who have fallen
A1l close to where the deadly
‘H5N1 bird flu virus was
i found, a World Health Orga-
‘nization (WHO), official said
‘at the weekend.

. No human cases of bird
flu have been reported but the
-virus has killed tens of thou-
sands of poultry.

“Our field officers are al-
ready there in those farms and
nearby. We are monitoring
and taking samples. We are
‘concerned about the possi-
bility of a human case,” said
:Lola Sadiq, in charge of coor-
-dinating the bird flu response
:at WHO headquarters in
Abuja.”This is a tropical en-
'vironment where there are
lots of diseases, so we need
to watch closely and take a
lot of swabs. They will be
tested here first and if there is
any suspicion (of bird flu),
they will send samples
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abroad,” she said.

Sadiq said the WHO has
received information about
two people who were feared
to have contracted the dis-
ease in Kaduna state close to
Sambawa Farms where one of
the poultry samples that
tested positive for HSN1 came
from.

But she said there was no
certainty for now and authori-
ties wanted to avoid causing
panic.

Experts fear the HSN1
strain which has killed at least
88 people in Asia and the
Middle East since early 2003,
may mutate into a form that
can spread from human to
human. They fear this could
cause a global flu pandemic
that could kill millions.

The outbreak of HSN1 in
Nigeria, its first known ap-
pearance in Africa, has wor-
ried health experts but left al-
most all those in the affected
areas in Kaduna, Kano and
Plateau states ignorant of the
danger facing them.

H5NI1 has been confirmed
on four farms in the three
northern states and other
farmers and villagers are re-
porting mass deaths of poul-
try.

In the countryside, farm-
ers in normal clothes and san-
dals are using their bare hands
to throw decad and dying

Cont. on Pg 2

out followmg lald down pro-

Abakaliki (Southeast) and
Port Harcourt (South-south).

The group chairmen and
their deputies are Senator
Dalhatu Tafida and Rep.

Abdul Ningi for Northeast,
Senator Ifeanyi Araraume and
Rep Abubakar Bwari for
Southwest, Senator Iyabode
Anisulowo and Rep

Abdurrauf Tukur for North-
central, Senator Jonathan
Zwingina and Rep Mao
Ohuabunwa for Southeast,
Senator Oserheimen Osunbor

and Rep Abiodun Akinlade
for Northwest and Senator
Abubakar Sodangi and Rep
Iquo Minima for South-south

Cont. on Pg. 2

party’s secretariat, Abuja... weekend.

Onigbinde.

Kebbi State governor, Adamu Aleiro (right}- mlk his Kano State counterpart, Ibrahim Shekarau during the ANPP NEC meeting at the
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Sacked NEPC staff allege violation of due process

® ‘We 've presidency approval’

ver 500 staff of the Ni-
Ogerian Export Promo-

tion Council (NEPC),
who were recently relieved of
their appointments have pro-
tested the procedure for their
retrenchment.

Their sack they allege vio-
lates civil service provisions
and contravenes the recom-
mendations of the National
Export Strategy on the basis
of which the new manage-
ment said it carried out the
retrenchment exercise.

The sacked workers also
picked holes in what they term
“the secret recruitment of
favourites and family mem-
bers of top executives” with-

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter
cesses.

In a 23-page petition ad-
dressed to members of the
governing board of the coun-
cil, a copy of which was made
available to Daily Trust in
Abuja, the sacked workers
alleged that the consultancy
firm hired to recommend staff
for sack did not “properly as-
sess the capabilities of offic-
ers”, just as they protest the
competence of the company
which carried out the restruc-
turing exercise in November
last year: .

The petition titled: *Re-
quust for lntervemlon in the

Ongoing Illegal Mass Re-
trenchment Exercise at the
Nigerian Export Promotion
Council (NEPC),” dated Janu-
ary 31, 2006, reads in part:
“The exercise was carried out
without the involvement of a
single member of the manage-
ment (directors and deputy
directors). Indeed, the pur-
ported sack was also not in
line with the federal
government’s guidelines on
restructuring.

“The supervising ministry
was not involved in the ab-
sence of a governing board”,
it:added.

The NEPC on November
30, 2005, issued’ sack letters
to 514 of its 660 workers as

part of a restructuring exer-
cise which the management
under Mrs. Gladys Modupe
Sasore, said will make the
council slim and more effi-
cient in promoting non oil ex-
ports.

Among the affected staff
were two directors, two
deputy directors and five as-
sistant directors.

The petitioners also view
as immoral, the appointment
of Mr. David Gbenga Ashiru,
suspected to be Mrs Sa
son, as the general manager

\l’rL"‘

in charge of marketing while
he doubles as her special as-
sistant.

Daily Trust made coa-
certed efforts to get the
sponse of the Council lhn

issues raised in the pL ition,
Cont. on Pg. 2




Mantu, Okpara Cont. from pg. 1

Based on a timetable for the
constitution review exercise
after the hearings, the 80-man
committee would go fora re-
treat at the Obudu cattle
ranch, Cross River state to
consider the tour group re-
ports for onward transmis-
sion to the two chambers of
the 1 dtmnll Assembly on
March 23.

Meanwhile, Mantu has
ruled out obtaining a bank
loan for the cash-strapped
exercise.

Records of proceedings of
the committee’s February
meeting quoted the chairman
as saying the panel could not
unilaterally seek monies from
outside the -As8embly’s
purse.

The committee. according
to him, has N 100 million in its
pocket and “that the amount
would not be sufficient to
meet the cost of publicity,
*  duty tour allowance of mem-

ge \:umm )ium\ulmm\ etc.
The chairman further
stated that the committee
could not unilaterally obtain
a bank loan without the man-
date of the two chambers and
therefore advised that the
committee should look in-
. wards to fund its activities.
The records of proceed-
' ings also confirmed media re-
 ports that the committee has
 decided to jettisorrthe reports
‘ of its subcommittees and use
the 1999 constitution as a
‘ working document instead.
“The meeting debated
whether to consider the re-
ports submitted by the sub-
committees before or after the
zonal hearings. After exhaus-
tive deliberations, members

of fairness and t1
Nigerians should
to discuss the er
sions of the 1999 constitution
and to propose amendments
as they may consider neces-
sary,” the records said.

Meanwhile, the Northern
Speakers Forum has called for
state public hearings on the
constitutional amendments
as against the zonal public
hearings being considered by
the National Asscmbly.

The Forun in a
communiqué 1ssucd over the
weekend at the end of its 9™
conference held in Minna,
supported constitutional
amendment but condemned
attempts to amend the con-
stitution to accommodate the
third term tenure of some po-
litical office holders.

“The Forum called on Mr.
President to actualize his
promise to.establish the Niger
Basin Development Commis-

nsparency.,
be allowed
1tire provi-

sion to address the annual
flooding of the River Niger,”
the communiqu¢ said.

The Speakers also called
on all the states in the North
to commit between 30 and 35
percent of their annual bud-
gets to commercial agricul-
ture.

They reiterated their stand -
on the indivisibility and indis- -

solubility of Nigeria as a na-
tion.

“The Forum wishes to call
on the Economic and Finan- |

cial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) to allow the Plateau

State House of Assembly to
freely conduct their investi- |
gations of allegations of cor- |
ruption and money launder- |
ing against the governor of
the |

Plateau State,”
communiqué said.

rof. Auwalu Yadudu of
the huu|l\ of Law,
Bayero Unviersity,

Kano, says the president, the
Inspector-General of Police
and the National Assembly,
have no power under the con-
stitution, to ban any organi-
zation established by a law
duly passed by a state House
of Assembly.

He told Daily Trust in
Kano yesterday that if the
federal government or the In-
spector General of Police be-
lieves states have no powers
to set up a parallel police out-
fit, they should take the case
before a competent court of
law to obtain an order pro-
scribing such an outfit

Proscribing such outfits
verbally as was done by the
Inspector-General of Police of
the Kano Hisha corps is ille
gal he said.

< Rrof. Yadudu
coréfitutional lawyer, argued
that any allegation the federal
government or police has
against such an outfit should
be tabled before a court to be
upheld or turned down.

On the allegations by the
Minister of Information that
the Kano Hisba leader is train-
ing Jihadists, Prof. Yadudu
said, “if you think the hisba
commission or any of its iead-
ership is doing something il-
legal, the powers you have is

arenownec

you consider to be illegal but
not to ban them.

“You don’t have that
power to ban them. Of course,

that outrightly,” he argued.

resolved that in the interest

chickens on fires. They say
they do not know the nature
of'the illness killing the birds.

The government has or-
dered suspect birds culled
and suspect farms quaran-
tined, while it says it would
‘pay N250 for every chicken
‘culled in the campaign
“against bird flu.

About 1,116 chickens
 suspected to be infected with
. bird flu have been destroyed
“in Katsina State, just as the
state government has set up
' a surveillance committee to
- prevent the spread of the dis-
| ease.

The state’s commissioner

for Agriculture, Alhaji Ali
. Hussaini Dutsinma, who dis-
closed this while briefing
. newsmen in Katsina over the
weekend, said the chickens
. were destroyed at a poultry
farm in Rafukka quarters of
Katsina metropolis.

Consequently, he said the
' state has summoned an all
:stakeholders meeting be-
| tween officials of his ministry

and poultry farmers to sensi-
tize them of the reported out-
- break of the disease.

The committee, he said,
‘will carry out an intensive
 media campaign to sensitize
- the publie poultry farmers on

h0\\ ‘tofprevent the spread of
the-Virus especially to hu-
mans

. Inarelated development,
‘the Village Head of Dagona
ﬁl“y" ybe state, where millions

Bird flu con. from pg.

of migratory birds from Eu-
rope flock annually, Mallam
Lawan Abubakar, says the
activities of poachers may
lead to the spread of bird flu
in the area.

Also, the Director, Chad
Basin national park, Alhaji
Lawan, confirmed the possi-
bility of the migratory birds
spreading the avian influenza.

Speaking to Daily Trust in
Dagona at the weekend, the
Village Head, Lawan
Abubakar, explained that al-
though birds and poultry in
the village have not shown
any signs of unusual illness,
the poaching of thousands of
migratory birds from Europe
poses a serious health risks if
the poached birds are in-
fected with the virus.

“These people are like -

thieves. So, they have their
ways of coming around to
poach. They kill some of the
birds and capture others alive
and take them to Kano and
other places to sell them,” he
said.

The general manager of
the Chad Basin national park,
told our correspondent in
Maiduguri yesterday that al-
though poaching is prohib-
ited in the area, the problem
still exists and poses a lot of
danger to people and the en-
vironment.

“Poaching is not allowed
in the park and we are empow-
ered by law to prosecutc those
found doing so.“We don’t

~

even allow people to go in

without authority. But if ' orities together.”

people continue to poach and

the birds keep coming in their |
millions, some of which may |
likely carry the virus, anyone |

that kills or captures these = who pay lip service to the

| progress and development of
. the region and its people.
. Saying that the targets can be
lead to the virus spreading if |

birds — and some people cap-
ture and keep them alive for
aesthetic purposes — may

the captured birds are carry-
ing them,” he said.

Lawan said experts from
the National Veterinary Re-
search Institute, Vom, have
visited the Dagona Waterfowl
Sanctuary where they con-
ducted tests on some of the
migratory birds to establish if

they are carrying the bird flu

virus.

to prosecute them for what |

From Musa Umar Kazaure,
Regional Editor Kano

The former Special Ad-
viser on legal matters to late
Head of state, General Sani
Abacha, said the issue of
hisba being a parallel secu-
rity institution to the Nigeria
police does not arise because
the functions of the kisba is
clearly stated in the law es-
tablishing it.

“They don’t have the
powers to arrest people or
prosecute them, or jail them.

[ was not robbed,

overnor Ahmed

Mohammed Makarfi

of Kaduna State has
debunked rumours that his
Jabi road residence was
burgled even ashis aide con-
firmed that th&governor has
not relocagld to Kashim
[brahim House.

Speaking during a cour-
tesy call in his office by the
Northern Union, Makarfi cau-
tioned that people should not
come up with ridiculous and
unbelievable rumour just to
castigate a person.

“I never knew people can
go this far to cast aspersions
the unity the North so badly
craves cannot be achieved
with people going about with
such tales about others.” and
urged northern leaders to
forge unity among the people
at all strata, as unity is very

- important for progress to be

3 i achieved.
they may be in the process of |
not prosecuting them, but |
bannm%, proscrnbmg{/s O“C}y - people is important in any
in a military regime. You do | developing society. That is
- why we have governors and

~1 the Governors Forum, though

“Unity of the mind, unity
of the community, unity of the

we have our differences
which are not for divisive pur-
poses but to harness our pri-

While he extolled the ef-
forts and contributions of the
governors and other stake-
holders, he condemned those

achieved, though not in a
hurry, through negotiations,

- understanding and dialogue.

“There are many of us
who tend to criticize but they
do not attend the Northern
Governors Forum. They were
not even represented by their
deputies yet they accused the
governors of unseriousness.
What unseriousness are they
saying?” he fumed.

Makarfi noted that the

SaCked NEPC Cont. from pg. 1

but the management was not
forthcoming. From Monday to
Friday, February6-10, 2006,
several attempts to get the
new general manager (opera-
tions) of the Council, Mr.
Abbas B. Umaru, to respond
to all the allegations in the
petition no response.

Mr. Umaru told Daily
Trust on Friday morning that
the council has been acting
based on presidential direc-
tives, which he said, ap-
proved the restructuring ex-
ercise.

Asked why the Council’s
board chairman, Mr. Bunmi

Oni, hails from the South just

is a technocrat who works in
a multinational corporation,
stressing further that: “It is
not Mrs. Sasore who ap-
pointed him as board chair-
man; it is President Obasanjo
who appointed him.”

He explained that the pe-
tition is not the first one.
“Several petitions have been
written against us since we
embarked on the restructur-
ing programme. We are aware
of it,” Umaru said.

Monday, February 13, 2006

Bningn Hisba, unconstitutional

— Prof. Yadudu

Incidentally, every Nigerian
citizen, whether belonging to
the hisba or not, has the
power to arrest under our con-
stitution anyone committing
an offence.”

He said the Nigeria police
is mandated by law to also
enforce any law passed by a
State House of Assembly.

He stated that there seems

says Makarfi

disunity can do adding that
people should not rush to the
media to accuse others on
simple issues when ther

! ore 1mpmtant

to be some sort of jealousy
between organizations, like
the police and customs, and
between the police and s
diers, adding that there
should not be jealousy but ¢
healthy competition to
carryout their constitutional
functions which are compli-
mentarv to each othe

From AbdulRaheem Aodu,
Correspondent, Kaduna

poor state of Hamdala Hotel
and the Schoel of Basic Stud
ies are some ex.\mples ofw

Bird Flu: Key messages and advice

he spread of bird flu in affected areas can normally be pre
vented.
People should aveoid contact with chickens, ducks or other pou

try unless absolutely necessary. This is the best way to prevent
infection with the bird flu virus.

Children are at high risk because they may play where poultry
are found. Teach your children the following basic guidelines:

Avoid contact with any birds, their feathers, faeces and other
waste.

Do not keep birds as pets.

Wash hands with soap and water after any contact.

Do not to sleep near poultry.

Do not transport live or dead chickens, ducks or other poultry

- from one place to another even if you think your birds are healthy.

Handling of poultry in affected areas should be done within the
area without transporting them to other areas.
Do not prepare poultry from affected areas as food for your

’ family or animals. The slaughter and preparation of such birds for

food is dangerous.
If you unintentionally come into contact with poultry in an

 affected area, such as touching the bird’s body, touching its facces or

other animal dirt, or walking on soil contaminated with poultry facces:
Wash your hands well with soap and water after each contact:
Remove your shoes outside the house and clean them of all dirt.
and
Check your temperature for 7 days at least once daily, if you
develop a high temperature (>37.50C), visit a doctor or the nearest

- health care facility immediately.

Proper handling of poultry that are ill, suspected of having bird

 flu or dead is an important control measure to prevent the spread of

the disease.

Make sure to keep children away from dead or sick poultry.

If you need to handle dead or sick poultry, make sure you are
protected, wear protective clothing such as a mask, goggles, gown,
rubber boots and gloves. If these are not available, cover your mouth
with a piece of cloth, wear glasses, use plastic bags to cover hands
and shoes and fix these tightly around wrists and ankles with a
rubber band or string. Wear overalls that can be washed.

If you encounter sick and dead poultry for the first time and are
unsure of the situation, inform the authorities immediately and lcave
the handling of the poultry to experienced personnel (cullers, clean-
up personnel, etc).

Decontamination of the yard or chicken pen will help control the
spread of the disease.

If possible, ask experienced personnel to help you decontami-
nate the yard or chicken pen.

If this is not possible and you have to do it yourself, wear

. protective gear to protect your eyes, hands, feet and other exposed
. parts of your body as described above.

Dead birds should be buried safely (see next section).
Effective cleaning results in no visible feathers or facces remain-

_ ing in the shed.

Influenza viruses can survive for some time in organic material,

+ so thorough cleaning with detergents is an important step in decon-
. tamination. All organic matter must be removed from poultry houses
i as much as possible.

As outdoor areas used by poultry can be difficuit to clean or

: - disinfect, poultry should be excluded from these areas for a mini-
as the CEQ, he said the former

mum of 42 days to allow natural ultraviolet radiation fo destroy any

- residual virus. The period of exclusion should be longer in cold

weather.

Spraying of disinfectants on vegetated outdoor areas or soi! is of
limited value due to the inactivation of these chemicals by organic
material. Removal of surface soil is not normally recommended un-
less it is heavily contaminated with faeces.

Dead bitds and their faeces should be buried.

As much as possible, seek assistance from your local agniculture
authority on how to bury dead animals safely.

When burying dead birds or their faeces, try to avoid generating
dust. Spray or sprinkle water to dampen the area first. Bury bird
earcass and faeces at a depth of at lest one metre.

When the dead birds and their faeces have been properly dis-
posed, clean all areas very well with detergent and water. Influenza
viruses are relatively susceptible to a variety of detergents and disin-
fectants.

Courtesy: US Embassy.
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