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FROM THEWITORu^ 

Fragmenting Anldi
Whoever says socialism as an ideology • 

either bad himself or simply an ignorant fen 
ideologythatcallsforajust and fair systemofdW‘ F°r anV 

I wealth, for any ideology decent codes of huma 1Stributing 
is no doubt an acceptable one. Socialism prene^Stence 

I But we are saddened that the operators of th' S tbis- 
i those who the masses have abundant hope * Systern 

themselves no longer in control of this man’s inP°n 
invention. It is indeed very sad where an individual v°Us

I himself to man’s main hope of temporal salvation aa" S 
‘ for suspicious reasons turns it to a tool of personal e 7 I

What image are we creating for the masses, those unTl 
privileged humanity, those whose plight we use r'

II stepping stone to fame, those whose support and sweat! 
push us to positions of power when we ourselves onlv

II claim socialism but in deeds remain something else’’ Ou I 
concern in this edition is not primarily to castigate the

II ideology (those we are forced to it for a purpose). Ourl 
concern is to be a minor to the socialists-the true social-

11 ists, so thathecan look at himself again and again towards! 
reassessment and come out with something concrete that! 
can further enhance the teachings of Marx. For instance^ 

I dear comrades is it not shameful that when the leftists 
camp came out with one of the most beautiful magazines, 

I a powerful and effective propaganda tool for the struggle
I we should stay aside and helplessly watch it being torn!
II art? Is there no redemption? why is it that since the days 
II Sf generations before us, the days of our seniors whol
Itruegled to import the system, up to the present day 

.ration socialism has not been able to make any 
significant impact politically? Socialism does not begin 

I and end wi* reading Marx; one way of making it look 
rincere is for its practitioners to cleanse themselves first 
and not be guilty of what they accuse others for.
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-Nigerian Tribune, 
10th September, 1988
Was the governor really stoned? 
The Nigerian Tribune could have 
done better by going to the scene 
of the action and knowing the real 
thing. The question really is: 
Why docs the Nigerian Tribune 

cry religious wolf now that we are all preaching reh'giouS' 
hamony? |

Well said, Mr. MAMSER. But wait, someone once 
said in far away America that, "he who makes peace­
ful change impossible, will definitely make violent 
change inevitable". We only hope some people are 
listening.

REFLECTION
Governor Mukhtar of Kaduna 
was stoned by religious fanatics 

in Kaduna...-Nigerian Tribune, Saturday,
Letters...................
Publisher's Corner. 
Commentary.........
Viewline.................
Cover Story I 
Prologue................
Socialism................
Lest We Forget......
Cover Story II 
Black Gold.............
Nigeria 
BB............................................ 23
Old Politicians........................ — 24
Economy....................................25
International..............................27
God the Immortal...................... 28
Health........................................ 29
Dillaliya..................................... 30
Law............................................31
Random Ramblings.................. 32
|P~Covcr Design by Gabriel T~Gwajbne I

Plea for Nwobodo 
Mr President, in the name 
of Allah and humanity; in 
the belief that to forgive is 
divine; in the conviction 

that milk of kindness flows 
in your veins, please, re­

lease Jim Nwobodo. 
- Publisher.

The Borno State Director for Social Mobilisation 
(MAMSER), Dr. Aliyu T. Adamu has said the Direc­
torate was set up by the government to achieve a 
“peaceful change” in favour of the masses.

- New Nigerian, Tuesday, September 6, 1988
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Flag Independence
Your cover story "Who Owns 

Nigeria?" (July 11-24) was a highly re­
vealing, thought-provoking and poig- 
nanat analysis of how the foreigners 
(notably the Asians) in conjuction with 
some unpatriotic Nigerians have ruined 
our economy and subverted the essence 
of our independence.

The government needs to go beyond 
indigenisation decree to stem this ugly 
tide of economic sabotage. The eco­
nomic arm twisting being constantly 
employed by these set of economic ban­
dits had made nonsense of our nation­
hood and rendered irinto a sort of flag, 
independence.

It is high time, our leaders stood up to 
face these monsters squarely in the inter­
est of progress and stability. As for “who 
owns Nigeria?”, the answer is obvious,

Reactions to our stories. h'/h< 
brief and precise, should be u ((l:
Hotline Letters, P.O- w,,x ,
Kaduna. Letters are sublet t

doPMB.2148.
Kamba, Sokoto State.

Re: The Evil of Beauty 
Contests

I am a keen reader of the “Women in 
Hotline" column of your magazine. 
However, in edition No. 45, page 39, 
"The Evil of Beauty Contests” by 
Bukky Okeniyi is a hidden outcry of 
nature’s physical deprivation of some 
ladies. If what you have, is good why 
keep it to yourself

Beauty contest is not only based on 
facial beauty - you need other special 
talents as well Bukky Okeniyi would 
have been too happy to help God if she 
had a hand in her creation.

Tijjani Zion, 
KurnaAsabe, 

Kano.

Expose Other Side
My friends sometimes wonder aloud 

why I buy your magazine (that is, when 
I sec it), and I tell them I want to know 
how the other side is. I believe your 
magazine presents the views of the core 
northerners, and though I disagree with 
your style and language, it still provides 
an alternative viewpoint.

Reading your worthy commentary in 
the July 19th to 24th edition, I observed 
that you generalised your condemnation 
of heightened ethnicity and tribalism in 
the Armed Forces, especially, the 
N.D.A. This to my mind is an admission 
that lhe northerners who overpopulate 
and dominate the officer rank of the 
Army must be lhe perpetrators of these 
potentially divisive tribalistic acts This 
conclusion is sound because 1 know you 
will not hesitate to name the tribe and if 
possible, the names of the individuals 
involved if they were southerners 

1 will therefore advise that to live up to 
the ideals expected of your magazine 
you should not fail io expose lhe skele­
tons m the cupboard of northerners too 
One thing you should know is that 
norhtemers are also guilty of the many 

Hotline Newsmagazine, Sept. 19 - Oct. 2, 1988.

southerners. And another thin."?
' ' 1

Lagos. Could you believe some'v^ 
do not know what is Hotline hm' 

■ferity, 
Marina,

Correct This Imprss 
sion On Ajaokuta

As a regular reader of your pep. 
magazine I am always enthusedwit- 
manner you use your journalism io; 
form the misinformed but unfortm* 
I was, to say the least, disappoint 
one aspect of your write-up co [ 
Ajaokuta Affairs (“Politics of Set 
which appeared on your issue No.4$ 
August 8th-21st, 1988. It reads inp 
thus “Igala now supercedes Ibo ast 
major language spoken in Ajaokuf 
Historically, the entire Land acquire: 
the Federal Government for the est 
lishment of the Steel Complex 
stretched up to 24,185 hectresbelo:.; 
the five (5) Clans who are the acrec 
Land-owners. These clans are Ero,6 
egu, Achinkpa, Ikerc and Ogodo.O: 
these clans only the first, that is; Erer 
Bassa-nge speaking people, others 
lhe rest four (4) are Igala sped: 
people. Generally speaking, the vasiL 
between kilometer 30 and kilomW 
(zero) along Okene - Ajaokuta Exf^ 
way is owned and dominated byc 
Igalas. The name of the area AjacL- 
lends credence to this. Hence, the ■ 
that this area falls under Okene U0 
Government by political lanscap®^ 
not make it wholly an Ebira spew­
area. Thus, I find it very diffi^ 
construe what the reporter intend5 
inform the public about by such c*r 
sion. ’
In conclusion, for the interest of F 

and stability let it be known th\ 
Ebiras and Igalas misccgcnate hen# 
call for unity between the lw0^xJ/:

Chief^ 
________ Ajaokuta Cortes

Avoidable Mistakes
I I am a regular reader of your magazine 
\ Hotline, because of its approach to na- 
(tional issues. And fra- this reason, when I 
1 see the magazine make a mistake, I have 
Ito point it out.

Hotline issue No. 44 (July 25 - August 
7.1988) made two mistakes. One on lhe 
Editorial Desk while lhe other on page 46 
column 3. In lhe Editorial Desk, you 
refered to Bayo Lawai as Group Captain. 
Well, he is Air Commodore Bayo Lawai 
- An Air Commodore is equivalent of an 
Army Brigadier, the former is lower. The 
second mistake which occured in Page 
46 column 3, where the picture of Vice 
Admiral Patrick Koshoni was pubished 
but under it, it was written Aikhomo 
(sic). Well, Vice Admiral P. Koshoni is 
Chief of lhe Naval Staff (CNS), while 
Vice Admiral Augustus Aikhomo (sic) is 
the Chief of General Staff (CGS).
I sincerely hope Hotline will take care 

of this in future,
Shiaondo Igbazenda, 

NNS Urhiapele, 
Sapele, Bendel State. 

*0ur errors, caused by the almighty 
printer's devil are rightly regretted. 
However, take note that the spelling of 
the CGS's surname is Aikhomu.

- Editor.

the Asians (Lebanese; in
Rogers Eda, Ochela, —

Bank of the North Ltd., get the magazine to more disnftj
_ . . T nrrne Pnilld Vrtll hplioi.a
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Alhaji Hassan Sani Kontagora, 
(Magajin Rafi).

I have not abandoned my efforts to seek the release of Jim 
Nwobodo, but I am establishing a space for him on page 
three that will'be a permamnent feature of this magazine 
until he is released.

be cut off for non-payment of bills! Bills or bribe? That was the 
proverbial straw that broke the camel’s back. I am, frankly, 
challenging you, honourable Minister, to do something about 
this intolerable situation. There are thousands of telephone 
owners in Kaduna and elsewhere around the nation who are 
experiencing the same disgraceful treatment from a parastatal 
under your ministry. Unlike me, they don’t own a newsmagaz­
ine in which they can publicise their plight. The damage to your 
reputation as “a man who can get things done” has already been 
considerable. The telephones did work, however sporadically, 
under your predecessor. If you would salvage what is left of 
your reputation, a short term emergency strategy to improve the 
telephone service in thecountry is in order. And by this, I mean 
a strategy where something positive in fact happens, not a 
barragcof televised publicity posturing on the N.TA. Network 
News designed to convince thirty million cynical viewers that 
something is happening, when in fact it is not If you have 
occasion soon to sit in self-reflection and attempt to evaluate 
your own performance as a minister, I would strongly suggest 
that you take account of the many things you said you would do 
while in office and measure them against what you have 
actually accomplished. Perhaps, too, you may need to look at 
your leadership style. Firebrands have a way of burning out! 
What is even more disturbing to me personally and as the 
corporate head of a prominent Nigerian newsmagazine is that 
the lack of functioning telephones actually affects among other 
things our accessibility to newsworthy personalities, candid 
long-distance conversations within the country and abroad, 
and obscure facts and information conveyed reliably over the 
‘phone. We now have to send our reporters out several times to 
see people to get information or schedule interviews that could 
have easily been done over the telephone. This has affected our 
production schedule as well. The more unnecessary legwork 
our reporters and editors have to do, the longer it takes to get our 
magazine out. Can all of this be happening because I refuse to 
pay bribes to vagrant telephone repairmen or corrupt accounts 
clerks? Or is there a more subtle motive behind this kind of 
sabotage?

I am beginning to wonder if the perennial problems with my 
office telephones is not a covert attempt to proscribe my 
magazine. Has Hotline been proscribed, honourable Minister?

PUBLISHER'S CORNER

Hello... Hello... Col. Mark?
Jjello, honourable Minister. I would have very much liked to 
ppeak to you on the telephone and make this a two-way 
^Conversation, but the reasons why I cannot will be made very 
blain to you as you read this. You see, none oflthe telephone 
ines at my office and house (four in all) qre working. Two of 

|hem have not been working for over three months. Since you 
have national communications in your ministerial 
jortfolio.you probably understand how distressing it is for me 

in the communications(press) business to be unable to commu­
nicate. I am, frankly, tired of talking to the officials of NITEL 
in Kaduna to no effect Hence, this communication to you.This 
is neither the time nor appropriate medium to make a post 
mortem assessment of your stewardship of Niger state, but as 
an indigene of that state I do recall much talk about your 
celebrated “leadership” style. I would have thought that with 
your reputation of being not only a firebrand, but a hard-nosed 
disciplinarian, we might have expected by now a significant 
improvement in the telephone services nation-wide, but I’m 
sorry to report that in Kaduna, telephone services are worse 
than ever. Almost every day, I have the occasion to witness 
telephone lines down. Some of these, particularly on Waff 
Road near the Durbar Hotel and (interestingly enough) the Air 
Force Training Command, are an obstructive nuisance to 
passing pedestrians on the walk way, and could pose consid­
erable danger to life and health if these lines are electrically 
"alive.” I don’t know if they are alive or not, but I have observed 
that most pedestrians, aware of the potential danger cross over 
to the unsafe side of the road to avoid the risk (we Nigerians 
know ourselves!). In addition, my sources tell me that since 
your much publicised campaign against the theft of telephone 
cables, rate at which cables arc being stolen has 
increased.(Perhaps sabotage is one of the dubious results of 
firebrandism.) I can appreciate your obsession with interna­
tional direct dialling (IDD), but tell me, honourable minister, 
wouldn’t it be more prudent to ensure, first, that our domestic 
telephone lines are serviceable and in good working ordcr?My 
private line in my office has been out of service since late May, 
yet when your telephone repairmen occasionally come to 
look into the matter" I get the strangest feeling that what they 
are actually “looking" for is that kind of gratuity that Nigerians 
have become famous. Since I am not inclined to bribery, I have 
come to the belated conclusion that perhaps this is the reason 
why my telephones can’t get fixed. This suspicion has been 
underscored by the fact that periodically, about once every two 
weeks, that one particular telephone rings normally, but when 
I answer the ‘phone someone on the other end identifies himself 
as a NITEL technician making a test. Thereafter, the phone 
reverts to its now semi-permanent condition of disrepair. 
Ironically, NITEL is never late in billing me for its in adequate 
services, nor have I yet refused to pay die bills levied on all of 
my non-working telephones. But to ’add insult to victimisation, 
I read recently in the Democrat Weekly that the very telephone 
of which I have been speaking was among those scheduled to

Hotline Newsmagazine, Sept. 19 - Oct. 2,1988.
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I is referred toast
• stare and federal governments being tire“secotid and fust 
tiers" respectively. In the current exercise of political 
transition to civil rule in tire country, there is no doubt that 
local government officials have vital roles to play and 
must play them effectively if tire transition programme is 
to succeed.We ei Hotline have continuously stressed the 
importance of the local government as perhaps the most 
important tier with regard to balanced national develop­
ment and political mobilisation of the populace for effec­
tive participation in the nation's political processes. Who 
is closer to the people than the local government?
Recent developments in Anambra Slate where a local 
government chairman was removed from office by the 
federal government has given’us considerable food for 
thought Dr. Sam Oiji, the Chairman of Enugu Local 
Government Council is said to have been removed from 
office because of his insubordination to the Anambra 
State government, complacency and "actions, utterances 
and activities...detrimental to the political transition 
programme".

To date, no specific charges had been brought against 
Dr. Orji. All we have heard thus far from competent 
sources is that since Orji assumed office as the Chairman 
ofEnugu Local Government afterthe December 12,1987 
local government elections, he has not been on the best 
of terms with his councillors. It seems, according to our 
sources, that he has had serious conflicts with the Council 
Secretary (whom he has alleged is the Anambra State 
Governor's in-law) on policy matters. Neither is he on 
good terms with the governor, Col. Robert Akonobi. It 
seems that Dr. Orji plunged in the turbulent political 
waters of the state and quickly got in over his head. In 
Nigeria, public office holders seem to find it difficult to 
discern tire fine line between arrogated power and the 
statutory powers of office. While it is clear that the local 
government chairman is the chief executive of local 
zovemment council, he is first and foremost an elected 
□ember like the rest of the councillors.!! anything, he is 
rst among equals and needs the cooperation of the rest 
t his council if the local government is going to achieve 
nything at all Secondly, local government councils 
spend upon both the state and federal governments for 
cir finances to execute their programmcs.The state and 
deral governments need the cooperation of the local 
- vemments to ensure that state and federal programmes 
sach" the local government areas. Thus, the need for 
-dial, productive relationships among the three levels 
governments.
“hile we abhor the idea of a locahgovemment council

: ~ COMMENTARY

Swimming in Troubled Waters
: Local government occupies an impor- being starved of funds because of the intransigence ofc
• tgrt pc sir on in the affairs of most nanons. In Nigeria, it chairman, we would be irresponsible if wre did not ca 

the “third-tier” of government, with the tion local government council chairmen to be prudentc 
1 governments bein2the“second and first their dealings with their respective state governor.

Whether the state governor is elected or not, he is stillth: 
chief executive of the state.Th^re is a saying that “oct 
should not bite the finger that feeds him”, but whet 
"biting” becomes inevitable, the bite should be “dip’.?1 
malic.”

It is ironic that the issue of Dr. Orji’s official miscc:- 
duct (financial impropriety) as the sole administratorc: 
the Anambra Vegetable Oil Limited (AVOP) resurface: 
in the wake of this recent controversy. This, according!; 
some observers and government sources, should hat 
disqualified Oiji from participating in the last local 
government elections. The question that arises there­
from, is how did Sam Oiji escape the scrutiny of th 
sharp-eyed(?) National Electoral Commission (NEC) 
Oiji was said to have presented a letter exonerating ht 
of all charges from the indictment of the investigatini 
panel commissioned by the Anambra state govemmffi 
in 1976 to look injo the financial improprieties of AVOP 
Based on these documents, the NEC cleared him t 
contest the Local Government elections. Who exonerate! 
him? Did the NEC fail to check the authenticity of the 
letter before giving Oiji clearance? Was such a lettc 
written in the first place? Our sources claim that Or 
recently was retried on the same charges in absenti: 
while he attended a meeting of Local Government Cour.- 
cil Chairmen in Kaduna and was indicted all over again 
If this is true, does this mean that a citizen in this count? 
no longer has the right of “due process?”
With the suspension of Oiji on September 1, 1988 

effected by the Chief of General Staff, we wonder if: 
dangerous precedent has not been set for those who wil 
hold public offices from 1990 to 1992. Between 1990an. 
1992, Nigeria shall practice what appears to be diarch) 
Will the President who is a military officer, have th 
power to remove any recalcitrant elected civilian govci 
nor? What will be the relationship between the states an 
local governments after 1992, for instance, in a situatio 
whereby in a state, the governor belongs to a politic 
party different from that of a particular local govemmcr 
chairman? Can the governor remove him for being in 
transigent? Or starve his council of its legitimate funds 
We should also be made to know what “actions, uttci 
ances and activities...detrimental to the political transi 
tion programme” are.

Dr. Oiji, with his detention and subsequent arraigji 
ment before a military tribunal on the political tranship 
programme seems to have succumbed to the turbuler 
currents of our political culture, but until these and othe 
issues are cleared up, he may not be the only publi 
officer swimming in troubled waters.—‘
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"Who are the 
confusionists in 

our midst 
who preach 

manhood to man 
and manhood to 

woman?"
—=^i

Hotline Newsmagazine, Sept.

_______ VIEWLINE__________ —

Socialism For Sale!

ship formula, and yet they own countk ss 
acres of farmland, courtesy of traditional 
rulers. They are many, once vocal for an 
egalitarian society, but now trusted with 
sensitive government organs which 
keeps them in millions of Naira and in the 
cosy warmth of protocal: They are on 
leave from the masses. Do we then say 
that all Nigerians arc potential capital­
ists, exploiters etc. etc. biding time for 
the slightest opportunity to reach the 
“wanted land"? Are Nigerians, all gen­
erations of Nigerians, more capitalist 
than the capitalists themselves? Like a 
weasel kingdom, the socialists are for 
now against themselves, making an easy 
road for the others.
Sincerely yours, in lighter mood.

1 to accept that which is new even if it is 
I that which is taught to you by those you 
f don’t know. They are rebels. Rebels 
, because in their world, confrontation 

with the mighty bestows fame, albeit a 
pseudo one, and they want to be famous. 
They are rebels because they are lazy to 
practice the dictates of the founded faith 
and the rules of the ordidnary environ­
ment. They are rtbels because they have 
enjoyed the sanity of a system and would 
also want to enjoy the insanity of the 
system.
Who are the confusionists in our midst 

who preach manhood to man and man­
hood to woman? who arc the confusion­
ists that build, support and protect an 
edifice and yet crave for its destruction 
when they know they possess not the 
energy, the heart for a new ivory tower? 
The confusionist, so insincere to his 
ways, so confused to his goals, can be­
come a governor, use his right hand to 
abuse his inherited institution, query a 
first class emir and yet use his left to pet 
the same institution, in search of the 
peoples’support, by unduly promoting a 
third class chief to the first class status. 
They are that student who remains the 

misguided radical boy of the mob in- 
sunct, and then later, the good boy, the 
moderate of the larger world. Or they can 
be the University lecturer, so vehement 
in calling for the demolition of man’s in­
humanity to man, and yet remain the 
vampire who culpably sucks the moral 
blood of the gullible female student to a 
sad blackmailing end.
Have you seen the female socialist, the 

moving chimney on the campus, the 
brewery tank in the club, the noisy barrel 
on the dias, whose lust for a caucusian 
boyfriend-husband is uncompromising, 
if nothing, at least to enhance her social 
status? They arc not only on the cam­
puses, they arc even in the larger world. 
Atheist, citizens of dual identity, calling 
for poverty, dreaming of riches.

They say they arc the atheists - never 
believing God, noteven in Hiscxistence. 
They arc the hardened believers, those 
whose stay in power was characterised 
by continuous call for a new land owner- 

19-Oct. 2,1988. 7

"Who are the 
opportunists in 
our midst that 

pose as messiahs 
of the masses?"

It was Saudatu Gana Uwaisu, the rebel 
feminine-marxist who once lamented “I 
love socialism, but I hate the socialists. If 
they are not stinking dirty in appearance, 
they harbour a heart dirtier than a sty. 
Staying close to a Nigerian socialist 
makes me want to vomit”. Miss Uwaisu 
is not known for exaggerations. Cali a 
radical or a socialist or a mancist or a 
revolutionary, these Nigerian ideolo- 
ques will step forward.
The Nigerian socialist is a special breed 

of humanity. His face is bearded a la Karl 
Marx (he is not an animal so let us not call 
it a mane). His robes are not tartered, but 
they arc also not clean, not even modest. 
His pair of jeans can stay ages without 
being washed. His canvass shoes or pair 
of slipper shoes arc either tom or worn 
out. He is not dirty, he is a category of the 
socialists, if he is not this socialist: the 
radical, the revolutionary, then he is the 
other socialist, the marxist, the 
newbrecd, the do-as-I-say-but-don’t-do- 
as-I-do.
He shouts for emancipation, for equal­

ity, for absence of exploitation, for mo­
rality, yet he docs notdress like his driver 
or his house-boy but like Mr President or 
the honourable minister. He doesn’t cat 
the food his cleaner eats or the house­
maid to his wife but he prefers coffee and 
biscuits and snacks and the a la-carte. 
Who are the opportunists in our midst i 

that pose as messiahs of the masses? I 
Who arc the rebels of the system, rebels ' 
who hardly understand their rebellion? I 
They arc rebels because it is fashionable s
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1#ht aSs;»n Parrot

^^aasssess* .passes-
is Cnr^’l in the jungle 

But h-^_ —c-. the Class Struggle-

v>'’10 tSS11 TC«“ R^sisn FerrS
-ir^es on American Carrot- 

And<b^«^&e?

Of baa
^‘^SnbSS^!^?
Or^

Eat ice^J?? children right from birth
* 6=771 ar^ play in the garth.

^'°th2t ??T?iWns °uy would lace10
' 'Mur mflk and goat-head bellies?

Sketea'i if olhn' fc*5 bane s'"*'"
I7nbs and protuberant bellies?

Who blame me if there is a revoll-
‘I people die is it my fault?

W’’? “ys I teach, "A head for a tooth" 
A slogan seen on the toilet booth?

Just because I hale the Northern Oligarchy 
And in their stead prefer Anarchy.

because the masses say I am always right 
No matter what I do out of sight?

Clapping their chaffed and chappy hands 
As I stand and curse our Father Lands.

Am I the monarch of blasphemous mongrels 
For drinking my beer through the nostrils.

iM/ Or when the Mullahs say "The end is near
Ls umCut.:-: . ....... . . AndIreplytothem,"AlutaConHnua. .

•«"«.... Jusj how come they call me the Russian Parrot , 
'‘ Who eats and survives on American Carrot.
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The Gospel Accordin
Brothers and Sisters, I shall take 

for my text today from the Gospel Ac­
cording to St. Marx, Karl Marx, the Man 
and his Message...

Karl Heinrich Marx was bom on 
May 5,1818, in Trier, a city in the Rhine 
province of Prussia, now a part of West 
Germany. Marx was one of seven chil­
dren bom to Heinrich Marx, a Jewish 
lawyer and philosopher and Henrietta 
Marx nee Pressburg, a Jewess and native 
of Holland. Marx’s father, aside from his 
prosperous legal practice, was known as 
a "man of the Enlightenment," devoted 
to the writings and philosophies of Im­
manuel Kant and Francois Marie Arouct 
Voltaire, the foremost exponents of the 
philosophic movement that swept Eu­
rope in the 18th century. “The Enlighten­
ment" brought a period in Europe 
marked by the questioning of traditional 
doctrines and values, a tendency toward 
individualism, an emphasis on the idea 
of universal human progress, the empiri­
cal method in science and the free use of 
reason. Heinrich Marx was one of the 
early agitators for a constitution in Prus­
sia, notorious for its militaristic, oli­
garchical form of government. Undoubt­
edly, young Marx was greatly influenced 
by the social-political activities of his 
father as evidenced by the fact that he 
was later to become the actual and spiri­
tual progenitor (along with Friedrich 
Engels) of Marxism as practised by most 
socialist movements prior to 1914, 
Marx-Leninism Marxism embellished 
and elaborated by Vladimir Illich Ulya­
nov Lenin and later by Iosif Vissari­
onovich Dzhugashvili Stalin) the doc­
trine of Communist parties established 
after the Russian revolution, Maoism 
(Mao Tse-tung’s Chinese version of 
Marxist-Leninism), Trotskyism (Leor. 
Trotsky’s anti-Stalinist variant of Marx­
ist-Leninism, the Titoist variant of 
Marxist-Leninism of Josip Broz Tito and 
the Marxism of Fidel Castro.

Records of Marx ’ s education begin 
at around 1830. Marx’s early schooling 
(1830 - 1835) in Trier, is said to have 
taken place in the liberal Rhenish envi­
ronment of the period. Lewis S. Fuer 
Hotline Newsmagazine, Sept. 19 - Oct 2,1988

QByShehuAbilb^^ 

describes the high school that M, 
tended as” stispected...(by the Pw?*’ 
government)... of harbouring raS 
teachers and pupils,... the schwt 
under police surveillance.” In ig«Was 
entered the University of Bonn study’”6 
such subjects as the humanities ,8 
ogy and the history of an In 1836 2°' 
enrolled in the University of B, r 
where he studied law and philosophy r 
Berlin he was introduced to the wri.;„ 
of Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel T 
profound German philosopher who ' 
traduced (among other seminal J"’ 
cepts) the dialectic in western though,’ 
Mara was greatly influenced by HegeP

voguish Young Hegelians. At this tim^ 
Mara also came under the influence of n 
young theologian, Bruno Bauer who 
theorised that much of the Bible was not 
a historical document but'human fanta' 
sies arising from men's emotional 
needs." Bauer also postulated that JKUS 
was not a historical figure. Many writers 
have speculated that while Marx's ado 
lescent writing had been full of lofty 
Christian sentiment, he was greatly af 
fcctcd by his father's forced conversion 
to Christianity (for professional reasons) 
and his own subsequent baptism at the 
age of six. Mara, who was said to be 
proud of his Jewishness and the intellec-

'Ual

UvelJ B*1?-

^unisticsrx? l° Par*s tnrai°r‘ Fk

«izenship.H'ns0^ing “?"« to B£> 
Period aside?P°riant U’f'Wsian

S'"8 «Hx>riJsr0fn’h«m^s of

1
both co-written
Ettgelshavingjoinrtfsi^J^Md ' 
League of the Just. mXS“1W5''u,e 
emigrantGermancraftsm. P mOSUy of bythisgrouptofoXS*^^ 

_P2£L^e. MarxandEngebTuS;

V .mo tqog .onisngsmewoH unibLrl
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Cuba's Castro: faithful adherent of 
Socialism

------------ ~~COV'ER STORY,'SOCIALISM
---- - ? ___ .__ ■ . he i crr.de a manner passible. It is hoped that ^TtoSSLeaped I tortato wfflbei^to conducthis 

on, December 1847 to Jwoary 1848 ' M pirate nsearch on to subject ,f 
cy co-wrc:e the “Communist Mani- ; only to find out what all the to do is

- - -- $ | about Marxism.
On Man:

Marx’s conception of man was first 
elaborated in the The Economic and 
PhilosophicalManuscriptsofl844." In 
this work, he writes "..Man is first of all 
a natural being. As a natural being and a 
living natural being, he is endowed on 
the one hand with natural powers, vital 
powers-.: these powers exist in him as 
aptitudes, instincts. On the other hand, 
a* an objective, natural, physical, sensi­
tive being, he is a suffering, dependent 
and limited being— that is, the objects of 
his instincts exist outside him, independ­
ent of him, but are the objects of his need, 
indispensable and essential for the reali­
sation and confirmation of his substan­
tial powers...”
In other words, man as a living entity 
needs things that exist outside of himself 
to survive and prosper. The things that 
man needs to sustain his natural powers 
and his life may be obtained by produc­
ing something (production) to exchange 
for them. As basic needs, food, clothing, 
shelter, propagation and self-defence, 
are satisfied. Other needs surface, the de­
velopment of his aptitudes, intellectual 
and artistic abilities etc. which man must 
also satisfy. Man’s ability to produce is 
used to satisfy needs both of the higher 
and lower order. In fact, according to 
Marx, all human activity is based upon

Nyerefe of Tanzania: introduced 
African Socialism.

satisfying needs. By his labour, 
becomes more human. In his conflict 
with nature.which he conquers through 
his labour, he comes to know himself 
and what he is capable of doing. Through 
labour, man fulfils himself and becomes 
truly free. (Amen).
On Alienation

According to Marx, under capital­
ism, man is not really free. Capitalism 
alienates man from himself. The more 
man produces, under capitalism, the less 
he is able to satisfy his needs because the 
capitalist exploits man the producer by 
not giving him full value for his labour. 
Man creates goods by his labour. The 
value of these goods can be no more or 
less than the amount of labour used to 
produce them. The capitalist in giving 
the worker less than full value for his 
labour,shamelessly pockets the remain­
der. Thus the worker creates a new valu< 
that he cannot enjoy, that is enjoyet 
instead by the capitalist In creating nev 
values which he cannot enjoy, he create 
new needs which he cannot satisfy. An' 
because he cannot satisfy his need 
through his labour, he is alienated fror 
his world and from himself. (Amen) 
On Social Reality

Marx hypothesised that the re 
basis of society is its economic systen 
The economic system is made up of tl 
sum total of the relationships and inte 
dependencies men and women enter in 
when they produce goods or services f 
that society based upon the stage i 
development of the "material forces >

XCTTJ t-----------------------------

mist Mani- ' only to find out what all the "to do is 
ito” thought by most Marxist scholars !
> be his most important Marxist wok 
long with “Das Kapital”

When in 18^8 revolution broke cut 
i Europe (France, Italy and Austria) 
’-tj. was invited back to Paris by a 
member of the provisional government, 
ust in time, as it were, because the Bnis­
eis government was moving to expel 
lim from that country .In August, Marx 
irganised Rhineland Democratic Con­
fess, a coalition between the working 
lass and the democratic bourgeoisie.

While Marxist scholars suggest 
hat most of Marx’s written works are 
adical critiques of philosophy, all seem 
o agree that Marx made a fundamental 
lontribution to social, political and espe­
cially economic analysis by examining 
>uch concepts as man, knowledge, mat­
er, nature not as separate philosophical 
abstractions as was the case with most 
philosophers of the period and before, 
jut in their dynamic relationships to each 
ptherandhow those relationships are the 
pasis of historical, social, political, and 
xonomic realities.

I will not attempt today to cover 
-verything that Marx has said and writ- 
sn. Let it be known that there are thou- 
ands of works in existence on Marxist 
nought It is my intention to merely tease 
ne lay man with a few of the classical 
ssumptions of Marxism in as brief and

crr.de
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production. On the economic infra- 
sbucturc is built, legal and political 
lorms of social consciousness” of the 

society. Man’s behaviour is essentially 
economic, therefore his social con­
sciousness is based upon the collective 
ttonomic activity of his society. (Amen) 
On Capital and Surplus Value

^Pital, according to Marx, con­
sists of the things man the producer has 
created but arc not his to enjoy or con­
sume, an "enormous accumulation of 
commodities” which when sold for a 
profit arc transformed into the extra 
money needed to buy the means of pro- 

uction, including labour power —accu­
mulated goods devoted to the production 
of other goods. In his analysis of the mid 
9th century British economy in Das 
opital, Marx showed how the capitalist 

provided money for the purchase of raw 
materials and the production of finished 
products. The products were sold at a 
profit and the profit was invested into 
expanding the existing means of produc­
tion or creating new ones. Because the 
capitalist controlled the means of pro­
duction, he could devalue the labour 
power of the worker in terms of costs to 
himself. Labour power is the human 
ability to produce goods or services in an 
economy.Undcr capitalism, the value of 
labour power is the cost of reproducing 
that labour or the amount of money in 
terms of wages to enable the worker to 
provide for himself the necessary food 
and shelter necessary for him to live and 
produce children (children of workers in 
mid 19th century England were.a source 
of additional cheap labour). While the 
capitalist paid a subsistence wage, he 
employed the worker for longer hours 
than the wage paid for, getting additional 
value in terms of extra labour, which 
resulted in more goods produced at 
cheaper labour costs.

Marx believed that surplus value 
created by the exploitation of human 
labour is fundamental to the existence of 
capitalism. Says he: "Surplus value is 
produced by the employment of labour 
power. Capital buys the labour power 
and pays the wagesfor it. By means of his 
work the labourer creates new value 
which does not belong to him, but to the 
capitalist. He must work a certain time in 

[0{der to reproduce the equivalent value 
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of his wages. Bui when this 
has been returned, he does 
work, but continues to do so 
further hours. The new value wlt'? 
produces during this extra i " 
which exceeds in consequ, 
amount of his wage, constitute 
value." (Amen) 
Class Struggle

Mane conceived that a snp. 
under capitalism, having 
through pre-capitalist social form=. • d 
such as feudalism etc. consisted,“nS 
predominant social classes th. u*0 
geoisie, the owners of the means 
duction and the proletariat or Pri> 
crs. The interests of these two chssl? 
diametrically opposed. The bounty 
whose interests centre around thee^^.6 
sion of capitalism, the increase in nrr 
and the preservation of their social ct 
values exist only through the exploit 
uon of the worker. The proletariat whose 
interests centre around getting fu|i va?“ 
for their labour, being able to enjoy 
the values their labour creates and h.- 
able to satisfy all of their needs can onU 
protect its interest by opposing the inter 
csts of the bourgeoisie, violently if n ’ 
essary. Workers must seize controlof the 
means of social production if they are to 
liberate themselves from alienation and 
the subhuman existence created by hour 
gcoisie capitalists: the bourgeoisie must 
defend their interest at all costs against 
the proletariat who arc determined to 
take what they have away from them 
Thus a class struggle ensues. (Amen) 
Revolution

Revolution, according to Marx, is 
the inevitable outcome of capitalism 
Capitalism is fraught with contradictions 
which increase the longer it exists. It 
experiences crises often and at regular 
periodic intervals. The advent and pre­
dominance of the machine in the social
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Abubakar: socialist revolution will 
___________come.___________

Nasidi:: critics scared of criticisms.

in the organisation. Soon he was the re­
cipient of the fat pay-packet, chauffeur- 
driven car, a posh 4-bedroom flat and 
other perks that accompany positionsof 
real responsibility. He was- adept al 
drawing attention and exploited his 
highly visible post favourably to himself 
local and national media at every oppa­
tunity. Soon, he was asked to serve as 
director-general of cducationin his own 
state.

Shortly after he assumed office, the 
state government announced a very 
unpopular policy decision with regard to 
the cost of feeding in the state’s polytech­
nic. The students in response rioted and 
the institution was closed. In line of duty, 
he was to express government’s reaction 
to the riots. Hear him: “This government 
condemns this irresponsible action of 
students in die strongest terms. They 
should concentrate on their studies and 
stop allowing themselves to be used by 
provocative outside elements. We shall 
resist these unpatriotic disruptions with 
every available means at our disposal. 
The students who took part in this hooli­
ganism arc not future leaders but subver­
sive, criminal elements.”

Okon’s example is aphoristic. It typi­
fies some Nigerians’ understanding and 
exploitation of socialism. Nigerian soci­
ety, through cultural and historical ante­
cedents and government priorities of 
rapid industrialisation and modemisa-
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jalism in Shambles in Nigeria
( By Shola Oyedele

officers in general, “You will identify the 
reactionaries.thecapitalists, the exploit­
ers and their agents through their flashy 
chauffeur-driven cars, posh, air-condi­
tioned flats or palatial mansions and the 
horde of girlfriends that flock around 
them. They are the enemies of the soci­
ety; and they are found everywhere. But 
one day, with the aid of politically con­
scious activists like ourselves, the op­
pressed masses, the workers and the 
peasantry’ will rise up and will scorch the 
earth in their righteous anger. They will 
sweep away the retrogressive feudalists, 
the bourgeois capitalists.the agents of 
multinational corporations, and every 
other exploiter of the common man. 
They will seize the means of production 
and the machineries of government, 
equally redistribute the nation’s wealth, 
and usher in a period of peace, prosper­
ity, egalitarianism and social justice 
unprecedented in the history of the na­
tion." He was a powerful rhetorician in­
deed!

When Okon graduated, because of his 
reputation as a student activist and “old 
boy” connections, he was able to secure 
an administrative position in a govern­
ment parastatal. He was as outspoken in 
the parastatal as he was in the university 
and through the clever use of intimida­
tion (and godfatherism), he rose swiftly



himself, that consciousness emerges
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Tukur: socialism compulsory
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from the social existence and material 
conditions of man. History has recorded 
the oppression of man by man primarily 
for economic reasons. One class is deter­
mined to have at the expense of all other 
classes, depriving them of the ability to 
satisfy their needs, to fulfil themselves 
and to become fully conscious of who 
they are. Such opposing classes are con­
stantly in conflict Marx championed the 
worker whom he believed to be the real 
producer in the world and source of one 
of the world’s most important resources 
-labour. He believed that capitalism, 
which emphasises market product, divi­
sion of labour,and the division of society 
into antagonistic classes alienated the 
worker and the capitalist ruthlessly 
exploited him, but in doing so was scal­
ing its own doom for the worker would 
one day rise up and sweep capitalism 
from the face of the earth.

In Nigeria, the concept of socialism 
seems more academic than real. The 
tendency to amass unlimited wealth 
seems to be the desire of many Nigerians. 
Thiscannotbutmitigatcagainstasinccrc 
propagation of socialism as a national 
ideology. Within the comfortable con­
fines of the prestigious ivory towers, 
socialist academics condemn the capital­
ist class to all who would hear. They 
indict the rich and accuse them of having 
stolen public money. They direct scath­
ing criticisms against the government for 
some of what they sec as its anti-people 
policies. But like our hypothetical Okon, 
far too many of them seem to practice the 
ideology of opportunism. Talking loud 
enough to be heard by those who make 
public appointments.

Dr. Mahmud Tukur, the Head of 
Department of History, Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria docs not see anything 
unusual in the allegations of dircction- 
lessness against Nigerian socialists. 
Taking a broader historical perspective 
in an interview with Hotline, he said: 
“There is nothing happening in Nigeria 
which did not happen elsewhere, say in 
the Soviet Union. There have always i 
been true socialists and false socialists. : 
Sc. I don’t think there is any way in 
which Nigeria is different from other < 
countries. People who say there are no ( 
socialists in Nigeria and point to all

lion has a strong tendency towards capi­
talism, although the government con­
trolled economy in form and structure, 
its Various planning bodies and five year 
plans etc. seem to suggest a mixed econ­
omy of both capitalist and socialist ele­
ments. When one examines Nigeria’s 
national objectives, especially those 
calling for a just and egalitarian society 
Wc. it is clear that there was marked 
socialist input when those objectives 
were formulated. Socialism is difficult to 
precisely define but generally refers to a 
social order where the ownership and 
control of means of production as well^s 
political power are in the hands of the 
produccrs(workers). In such a society, 
class distinction and all other forms of 
discrimination have been eliminated. 
Wealth is equally distributed or at least 
every citizen has an adequate income to 
live on and provide for h imself the neces­
sities of life.

Capitalism, in converse, refers to a 
situation where the means of production 

m the hands of a few powerful indi­
viduals. Karl Marx, the German ccono- 
mist/sociologist/rcvolutionary is gener­
ally acknowledged as the seminal influ­
ence in socialist thought. He is the pro- 
pounder of the doctrine known as Marx­
ism. Marxism since the late 19th century 
has become the ideological and intellec­
tual undcrstructurc of socialism. Marx 
regards the whole of human history to be 
one of class struggle. He believes that 
man stands at the foundation of nature 
apd that man must produce to fulfil

COVER STORY/SOCIALISM_________________—
I kinds of alleged examples do 
I the history of the socialist m° 
' outside Nigeria. All those n6e 

seem to be true in Nigeria were 
true in Russia, China or Vietn V^ng 
did not stop the revolution from 
place." oiicmasDr. Tukur did not only see soctali 
practicable in Nigeria, but also co & 
soryNycre because the only alte & 
to socialism in Nigeria might be ca _ 
starvation. He lamented that ‘ng 
people are starving from the midd c 
down.’’ In his own words, "if 
the graveyard, you ’ll find that 90% ot 
graves are those of small children 
cannot withstand the attack o s 
things as malaria, pneumonia bcca 
they are too famished, too weak mrou 
hunger. This is not because there is 
food in this country, it is because o 
economy we arc operating. Food is c> 
hoarded or exported. It is not used ° 
feeding people. And our industries ar 
collapsing because we have attac c 
ourselves to the world imperialist system 
since we arc capitalists. So long as we are 
capitalist, we have no alternative but to 
subordinate ourselves to America, 
Japan,Western Germany and Britain.

Alhaji Shehu Musa, Secretary to the 
Government under Alhaji Shehu Shagan 
and Chairman of National Population 
Bureau and described by some as a lead­
ing Nigerian capitalist does not sec the 
nurturing of socialism in Nigeria as 
being easy. He docs not take Nigerian 
socialists that seriously, saying that "it 
may be very difficult for them to realise 
that goal...(socialism)... in view of the 
fact that the Nigerian system of the ex­
tended family and being our brothers’ 
keepers is our own type of socialism.” 
Since such a system encourages indi­
viduals to acquire private property and 
own business without die supervision of 
the state, Alhaji Musa believed that it 
also makes them to spread the profits of 
these economic efforts within the ex­
tended family. Furthermore, the one­
time SG pointed out the hypocrisy of 
some Nigerian socialists by saying that 
“some so-called socialists in Nigeria 
seem to be more capitalist than the typi­
cal capitalists of the western world.”

Perhaps one day, socialism will meta-
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and enmity among African socialists, 
(The reader is invited at this point to do 
wider reading on this subject As 1992 
approaches, there no doubt will be a lot 
of talk about socialism. A full discussion 
of the subject is certainly not in the scope 
of this article. The writer is merely at­
tempting to highlight some of its more 
salient historical features. Any promi­
nent personality or movement omiit»a
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socialism in its modem sense (some 
socialistideasandconceptscanbetraced 
back to Plato and Sir Thomas More) at 
around 1830 in the writings of Comte 
Henri Saint-Simon (1760 -1825) and 
Francois-Maric-Charlcs Fourier (1772 
-1837). |

,major socialist iConpoi gui^oc-

In this day and age, when one refers to 
himself as a socialist, it is best to ask what 
kind of socialism does he practice. (That 
word practice is critical. While British 
sodalist, C.A.R. Crosland has described 
socialism as “ a set of values, or aspira­
tions, which socialists wish to see em­
bodied in the organisation of society..." 
those values and aspirations have to be 
transformed into a set of consistent, 
reflective behaviours.) You are likely to 
find that theanswersyouget vary consid­
erably. ]

Most socialists agree that the Indus­
trial Revolution brought about what may 
be described as inimical social and eco­
nomic relations and dislocations c.g. 
injustice, inequality and suffering 
caused by the capitalist mode of produc­
tion, a free and uncontrolled mafket and 
for some, acquisitive individualism. ...... soc-. - ■"<cilectUai?’‘ate (a?ia,isni'
They aspire to a world community of These two writers were Utopians intent ciplcss based on y e,|'te) 7
Producers (workers) who have wrestled on establishing model societies, out of i'ndicalistn of
thcmcansofproductionandthemachin- Saint-Simon, a social order ruled by France *C lrade unj Pr*n.
CG of government from die capitalists, experts, and Fourier, a harmonious. thc cff ai,d Was baSc<jOn rtlOven/8rcw
«nd where social equality and dcmoc- non-coercive social order based upon Unions Use °f ti?1’0'1 ‘he h 'h 
racy prcvail.While thev aercc on the love and compassion. _ *credAe;_ «eeh.. aea~.

RobenOwen(1771 -1858) wasan
(racy prcvail.While they agree on the I love and compassion.
foregoing general concepts, on specific I F' " -~W"addu 
tdcasandissucsthereislittlcagrpemcnt. I industrialist, theowncrof textile works 
On the issue of controlling the means of | in Scotland. He distinguished himself 
Production, there is sharp disagreement
onwhetheralltheapparatusesofproduc- I employer, catering to me needs of his I a ‘"““ht m ",u°t m.-i ^uc. pOn should be nationalised or whether I workers. He believed that workers „urin8 ‘his time n?VerilCr>t f ' ds-Thc' 

|Oa|y key industries should be national- should cooperatively own the means of Was ‘he S^0'1 ‘n the r"lerSe| 
lsed- With regard to thc control of the production and should establish coop- r" h bc lcadershjp'f51 ^bou 

Kon°my, some advocate that thc entire crative industrial communities ernpha-
^onomyshouldbcundcrstrongcentral- stsmg rational enlightenment as a pre- P y Wasan umbmn Xf
sed state control, while others advocate dominant form of education that should Ovcmc'“s nmgin„ r °r Var,oUs i rbis 

>hc "market” only should be under be afforded thc workers and their fami-I narc"'sni with Ma( r°ni rerw c‘l>st| 
he control of socialist planners. Con- lies. Otherwritcr/activistsofnoicduring |,ve Popu,ism. the non.....Deiwecn ‘“I

ePls of government range from deccn- this period were Louis-Auguste Blan- the C°HlniOn'vcal‘hofthOn Ofac°oper I 
a,«d communities of workers, cep- qui, a democratic populist, Etienne rU! ^o3’ “Wcy Pcasaotry 
aliscd worker controlled government, Cabct, a utopian, and Pierre-Joseph exore1- • 1Pt,p“hsm 19tfl Ccnturv/ 
s|rong central governments worting Proudhon, an anarchist All, however, radical r"W Tsanst assa w°" f°u"dits 

r0ugh governmental planning boards, were overshadowed by the emergence of (inn, nngCoffoeponu) S'natinn ' 
’ >hc re-distribution of wealth, some | the synthetic genius of Karl Marx. possiblcCC<l Baku"'") lost'f

5**52''vocatc absolute equality in income, From the emergence of Marx and 
lie others advocate an adequate in- Engels, socialism has gbne through vari-

advocate that status 1848 and the revolutions in France, Italy

rocatc absolute equality in income,

ncfor all. On the elimination of class [ ous phases,variants and revisions Afrw I “'“:"cc‘uals-cl,m °'vur ners’ some advocate that status 1848 and thc revolutions in France Italy I 3nd ‘Cfr°rists. In ^'“foal
u,d be eliminated entirely while olh- and Austria, Marxism spread rapidly in uc"“s ln Marx" ‘»oi 
coanscl that there should be some Gctmapy, France and elsewhere on the fiT,^'Ge°rgyPjckahan'^f <o 
ractions between decision-makers continent, but did not really take root in n RUSSIan Ma«ist Oundedfoe 
fooscwhocairyoutdccisions.Small England where Marx was based until H°utehden'cTrudaf ThO^an'Sat'on'l II 
fcfoat there is so much confusion I well after his death. It was rivnliH °r bourGrOuP)fashione,.„ ,beradon J 
laehtosmagazine,Scpt.l9-OcL2,1988 ------- j
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found difficulty taking root because hi 
on the list of national priorities of dev 
oping African countries is rapid indus 
alisation and modernisation, which c 
ate the very evils that socialism emerg 
to eradicate. Finally, far too many Al 
can socialists have used the popu 
rhetoric of socialism opportunistic 
to attain power and position in their j 
cieties and once having gained such ha 
conveniently forgotten their social 
ideals.

What is the future of socialism 
Africa and elsewhere? It is fair to say th 
millions of people still believe in tl 
possibility of a free, democratic ar 
egalitarian society, where the means ( 
production are cooperatively owns 
where wealth is equitably distributed ar 
political power emanates from th 
“people." How to bring those conditioc 
about has been the problem plaguin 
socialism since its inception. Everybod 
talks about revolution, but nobody warn 
to die.

para^, comentious fragments of Marx’s 
synthetic virion.
Socialism reached Africa through the 

agency of Africans educated in Europe 
and, particularly in the Francophone 
countries through European settlers, 
educators and civil servants, who were 
socialists and communists. Algeria and 
later Tunisia in their national liberation 
movements linked their struggle against 
colonialism with socialist ideas.Ahmed 
Ben Bella, Houari Boumedienne, Habib 
Bourguiba, KwameNkrumah, Leopold 
Senghor, Ahmed Sekou Toure, Mwal- 
imu Julius Nyerere, Patrice Lumumba, 
Amilcar Cabral, Obafemi Awolowo, 
Aminu Kano and Nelson Mandela just to 
name a few have all been associated with 
some form of socialism or the other. 
African socialism however has been just 
as fractious and factionalised as Euro­
pean socialism with personality cults just 
as prom inent in the fray as differing ideo­
logical perspectives. It has taken on, in 
addition, an insidious tribal and/or re­
gional character. Socialism as a national 
ideology in many African countries has

kraditional woman naturally becomes 
°h * ex^°’^ve nor materialistic as 
s c has no surplus to accumulate for 
Personal reasons. All her life is therefore 
C aractcn$cd by fending for the family’s 
SU™val Her role in the society, to her, is 
10 bear children, take care of the matri- 
fnonial home and serve her relations.

c as reserved as she symbolises 
enviable decency and morality. Re­
sected to tradition as her life is, she does 
not c ad in unnecessary elegance, glam- 
t°“r’ , ^dour or exuberance. Her tradi- 
uonal affiliation does not allow her to 
oram Of luzury n0I
even the lure of a flashy car. The house 
she lives in is modest. She may be en­
lightened m world affairs though, but 
,orm she is unlettered. Her social

I . .. ldce of other orthodox so- 
finds 1,131 on collective efforts rather

stent economic than on the individual. The belief she 
'bS'Dloitati''e cap'- ho,ds' embraces respect for religion. na-
> reality. Uie | Ironality and krnship which goes on to 

!!>r^7at. 2.1988 
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Vhrfifnir T!-.~h Ulyanov (Nikolai Lenin) 
advocated that could only be 
achieved by professional revolutionaries 
capable of mobilising the workers and 
pe?gentry This movement was destined 
to overshadow orthodox Marxism, and 
Ten in (ironically with the help of Leon 
Trotsky who later attempted to split the 
Marxist-Leninists under Stalin) by the 

I time of the 1917 Russian Revolution) to 
become the dominant force in Soviet 
politics. Lenin transformed Marxism to 
-Marxist-Leninism. Since die death of 
Lenin in 1924, Soviet Marxist-Leninists 
and communists through out the.world 
followingiheSovietline.dBO em-

■ selves from most socialist parties in the

capitalism Fromthatpomton.Europcan
- . Leninism took acuhsm h»d , n|

separate paths of 
•Marxia-Lemnism ofJoseph

Stalin and socialism » _____----------- 1 ______ ______________________________________

The TraditionaHVoman And Socialisn
say that she cares for all.
As conservative, primitive, orthodoi 

and medieval-minded as many coult 
perceive her, she is never directly con­
cerned with any ideology. In reality, she 
is the real proponent of the orthodoi 
socialist c. .vtrine coined by Karl Man 
instead of the distortionist radical per. 
ccption of socialism.

For the trado-woman, she is never 
caught in that ideological mesh. She 
understands the world around her thus' 
she works by that understanding.
Although she is not introduced to the 

modem perception of Marxist Social- 
ism, it is not a misnormcr to call her the 
real socialist. Of course, she is a by. 
product of traditional communist world. 
There is every cause to assume therefore 
that the destiny of the misdirected, fire- 
spitting radical socialists in the country, 
looms large on their ability to take piece, 
dence from the traditional woman or else 
they remain as confused as industrial 
smoke. , »i.,j

| Although ideologic21 the0005 I Q*yAbubakar Abba Tahir .

sxeeffigre pities of the world u js whj,
°f ideology. Pcrhap\ornan uncon- 

■‘J?’of life. , ,hat the traditional 
'“Onvention has a corr.mur.al 
'’Orr>an is brought up ' that. 
'’*»»- This is evident the linds
r°m the cradle to "“fftiiow women 

in the company®^. passing 
,U1 whom she sOCL^of develop- 

the various adolescensc

its. . .i
?n8 this life string. stl'e

within a s“b'"nl0i1ati« ■= 
1,1 as opposed to e reality.--------

. Going^t------ - •
,neNewsmagazi',e’
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Eric Blair (whose pseudonym is 
George Orwell) was bom in England, in 
1903. A one-time soldier, broadcaster, 
socialist critic and renown novelist, he 
was brought into limelight through his 
brilliant novel, Animal Farm published 
in 1945. Though he has written a couple 
of books and articles, his indictment and 
satirical exposition of socialist dictator­
ship inAnimalFarm and later Nineteen 
Eighty Four made an impact on the 
audience of his time. These well-ac­
claimed books became and are still rele­
vant in accessing the sincerity of those 
who profess socialist ideals in this coun­
ty.
As a preamble, one would want to de­

bunk the idea that socialism is an ulti­
mate goal, which once reached, would 
out-rightly become a dictatorship. So­
cialism must be seen as a process of 
achieving an equitable distribution of 
wealth, material or otherwise amongst 
the citizens of a nation. It is cvidc nt today 
that socialism hardly adheres to this for­
mat It has of recent undergone changes 
in the eastern bloc; thanks to 
Gorbachev’s ‘prestrioka’. Orwell there­
fore might be excused as he was faith­
fully informed by Stalin’s Russia.
In as much as the book is considered a 

capitalist propaganda, it reveals man’s 
incxhaustablc greed for wealth and 
power under the guise of displaying 
egalitarian principles.
Animal Farm, is a story of a group of 
animals who, having been pushed to the 
edge with suffering, hunger and starva­
tion, decided to revolt against their 
human masters. They resolved to reor­
ganise and run the activities of the farm 
based on cgalitananism.Thcir idealistic 
intensions were subverted by the pigs 
who assumed total authority. The pigs 
headed by Napoleon, progressively, 
wisely but treacherously distorted the 
laid down principles for their selfish in­
terest. In the end they wittingly made the ( 
rest to believe that "All animals are equal 
but some are more equal than others”. I

Hotline Newsmagazine, Sept. 19 - Oct. 2, 1988

________________COVER-STORY/SOCIALISM

Animal Farm:
A Recourse For Nigerian Socialists

By Yusuf Ali Addy

Using the book to access and determine 
the sincerity of Nigerian socialists makes 
one wonder whether socialism as 
prcachedcomparedtoitspracticabilityis 

I not all a bogey. It is not only known but 
felt that the Nigerian masses arc wallow- 

I ing in poverty and social deprivation. 
Since the ideals of socialism generally 
appeal to the down-trodden, they cherish 
the system compared to others. Their 
desire was registered through the Polili •. 
cal Bureau set up in January 1986, to 
fashion out a suitable political system 
accepted by all. However, it is something 
different whether it was accepted or not. 
Do we in a point in time ask ourselves, 

who is responsible for or are in a position 
to champion the course of the oppressed? 
It has always been thecasc that those who 
are learned in the theoretical jargon of 
socialism and especially within the walls 
of our campuses arrogate to themselves 
this sacred but tasking duty. Our labour 
ui.ion leaders arc also not left out in the 
group, and just like the pigs in Animal 
Farm who considered themselves clev­
erer than others, they acquire the position 
of agents of conscicntizauon. After a lot 
of paper-preaching in various symposia 
and seminars, fire-brand write-ups 
choke our dailies and magazines to their 
credit. These cam them the hearts of the 
people. Those in government then be­
come jittery of their popularity, decide to 
let them have crumbs of the ‘cake’ by - 
appointing them chairmen and directors. 
No sooner have they settled down to 
serve their nation and people, than they 
begin to carve power positions for them­
selves in the schcmcof things. This is not 
different from the pigs headed by Napo­
leon and Snowball, as they soon begin to 
slash away the milk from the cows for 
their exclusive Use, just after the rebel­
lion.

Even among these group there is al­
ways conflict as to who will occupy the 
position of "Chairman’ or ’President' 
during elections. The cracks in the walls
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of ASUU is getting wider, based on that 
natural human desire for higher aspira­
tion. The same applies to the NLC and 
NANS, until the government launched a 
"masterstoke" to proscribe them all.
The personality clash between Napo­

leon and Snowball over priorities is 
comparable to the saga of the ‘Analyst 
Crisis and many others.
The masses represented by Boxer and 

Clover, the two cart horses who can 
hardly read or write arc made to believe 
and accept the slogans, decisions and 
commandments of Animalism. The 
sheep complement the hard-working 
horses in accepting the principles of 
Animalism by constantly chorusing 
“Four legs good, two legs bad”. Boxer 
even coined a motto for himself; "I will 
always work harder”. With the help of 
the Squealers in our midst, who arc elo­
quent in speech and can miraculously 
turn night into day, we register our ac­
ceptance of this class of ‘socialists’, 
‘progressives’ and ‘patriots’.They more 
often than not make use of various diver­
sionary techniques, reducing our prob­
lems to cither colonialism, indiscipline, 
moral decadence or lack of patriotism. 
Napoleon once said that “the truest hap­
piness lay in working hard and living 
frugally”, to make the rest animals work 
essentially to feed the pigs.

While our kind of socialists always 
stress the point of changing the system 
for the betterment of the common-man, 
they surround themselves with riches 
that are not easily noticed, besides they 
wisely stash money in foreign accounts 
and investments.
These are the group of people we must 
be careful of as we approach the take off 
of the Third Republic. They arc now 
busy forming cliques, associations, 
clubs and committees, scheming things 
for the lift on the ban on politics come 
1989.
We must be able to weigh their sincerity I 
before we decide to give them the man­
date to represent us.
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Nigerian Socialism: 
What Sardauna Said

sympathy of our own people. We know they are 
being used as tools to accomplish their master’s 
ambition for a sec non to dominate the res t of Nigeria. 
..No one can take the Northern Progressive Front se­
riously, not in the North anyway. To take one ex­
ample, for years members of the Northern Progres­
sive Front, particularly the venomous N.E.P.U. have 
called their Northern brothers backward and feudal- 
istic. They have never been able to see anything good 
in the actions of the North. They have in the past 
rediculed and humbled our institutions particularly 
chiefs. Today they have a new tactic. They pose 
themselves as the champions of Northern institu­
tions. they are loud in their praise of chieftaincy and 
busy all over the place sending clandestine messages 
seeking the support of chiefs on false promises.
...But of course the party never at any time seriously 

considered that it can form a government. It is 
formed only as a nuisance force to disrupt authority 
and deter progress.
..We are informed that the alliance led by N.C.N.C. 
will bring socialism to Nigeria. They are not yet 
decided which brand of socialism it will be. There is 
one brand in the N.C.N.C., which is pragmatic so­
cialism and the Action Group .had made brand which 
it calls democratic socialism. The N.E.P.U. has made 
no claim to a brand of its own. Whatever brand of 

_ socialism ultimately gains the upper hand within the 
>niy progressive in spread- alliance, you can be certain tha t it has no chance of 

being applied on Nigerian soil. For there is no social­
ism of any kind within the ranks of the parties 
comprising U.P.G.A. The richesr men in Nigeria are 
these so-called socialists. When given the opportu­
nity to serve the nation they have again and again 
chosen to serve it only for their own interests and that 
of their friends and relatives. When they have had 
opportunity to govern, they have invariably ne­
glected duty and honour in favour of personal gain. 
It is sad to make these comments but you know them 
to be true and I cannot deviate from the path of truth.

In Work And Worship (Selected Speeches).a system al'en v 
s they spread 
s abroad but h*ve

Newsmagazine.Sepl

The alliance of the N.C.N.C. and the Action Group 
m two brands of socialism cannot provide a good 
onest government for Nigeria. Before I say why, I 
link I must remind you that nothing is further from 
□sialism than the practice of these two parties. In 
□em are men avid for wealth, men who use every 
□eans fair or foul to become nch and to have 
material power. Never have the principles of social- 

Tne Alliance waf first founded on hatred. It was in- 
rdedlo be a union of the South againts die North.

.cloly there are men se

areme danger and deStrUCti°n °n °Ur

oral ruin. Independen^ the was
Ve proved the dis who sought life more 
Jnged by the action 0
Undant for only lh°'”S[h and South also are bewil- 
any people in the p<orth should also join an 
red why anyone in 1 purpose is to unite the 
3ance whose fundad’ ^ere ,s n0 cause for won- 
Ulh against the the Northern Progressive 

Look at the men jy progressive in spread 
>nt - a group which > capable of producing a 
confusion and is 0 population knows that 

te of personal abuse- have only produced unrest 
'’’embers of the Fron d have no respect for its 
he Northern Regi°n (hat members of the Front 
“ftions It is kn°WLs of activity to disturb the 
' encouraged all fodaVe for years castigated all 
'e of the North- W country however good.
'’°nalinstitution50 in the Action Group and 
* and their all*5 .donallourwaysoflifeand 
" ‘’ Africa- Through the false

nave gained a few sympa- 
ver been able to obtain the
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A product of Black Gold Group: Assembled in Nigerja

purposeful drcam deferred.
The question of satisfaction or agony 

docs not always lie with money or the 
lackof it. You may have power, you may 
have wealth, you may have education I 
and yet lack satisfaction. How many! 
millionaires today arc discontented?! 
How many scholars agonise over elusive I 
formulae? How many powerful leaders! 
spend sleepless nights trying to assess! 
their effectiveness or their popularity in I 
the perceptions of a Tickle public. For oneI 
to have a vision and a patriotic urge to do! 
something for the betterment of hiscoun-1 
try; for one to invest in that vision, and 
nurture the faint, positive stirrings of al 
dream coming into being - only to sec ill 
dispel in front ok one’s very eyes because! 
of the petty jca’lousies and the malicious I 
obstructions ol. men - you might agree!

i with me that such an experience is indeed I 
I an agony. |

You also wrote that Sunny Okogwu 
I might have done well by being "explicit I I on how he came about the money in-I 
| vested in the Black Cold venture". Per-
I hapsoncdayhewill.Butfrankly.isitany . 

of your business or mine? Okogwu hos 
not been indicted for any financial m.is-, 

| conduct. However, if you feci movally

_________________ COVER STORY/BLACK GOT —--__  

Re:- Black Gold: Let’s Say"Thg^To your Conscience, - - - |

Why, Nigerian's, why? Despite our 
common bond;, the common colour of 
our skins, the common historical experi­
ence, the common geographical bound­
ary, and common political destiny, yet 
we remain prisoners-quite avoidably-of 
the dirty tricks of ideologies and 
self-serving power-plays? Why, indeed, 
after 28 years of independence must we 
be so immature in our quest for viable 
nationhood, so unpredictable in our se­
lection of priorities, so gullible to the 
foreign vampires who constantly teach 
us to be their brothers' keepers rather 
than be our own brothers' keepers?
Dear Nigerians, when shall many of our 
leaders learn that petty jealousy does not 
augur well for national development? 
When shall we know that a citizen in need 
is one deserving our patriotic 
encouragemcnt-not scorn, not undue 
suspicion, not crucifixion? When shall 
we accept our own, those who have our 
own blood as a priority over those al­
ready privileged, who too have their own 
parents?

We, as Nigerians, apparently have a 
problem: That we constantly prefer liv­
ing in the shadows of others rather than 
to accept the reality of being ourselves 
We are a people with a past. We must be 
a people with the pride in our own 
complishments, our own inventit 
aiming for a tomorrow that we ourselves 
have created Must we be capitalists or 
socialists? Or shall we be Nigerians? 
When Adam Smith oiled the machinery 

of capitalism, his main target was Eu­
rope, not what we know now as Nigeria. 
Karl Marx was not a Nigerian. He didn't 
even acknowledge Africans as full 
fledged human beings. We were not in­
cluded in his world order. Shall we then 
accept these European isms unchal­
lenged, as the whole truth and not sub­
ject to the testing of their validity against 
our own collective experience? Can we 
not demonstrate our own original think­
ing. taking what is good of that which is 
foreign and discarding that which is not, 
rather than trying to force-fit wholesale 
the theories of foreigners on our own 

[unique human experience?
Hotline Newsmagazine, Sept.

If, in our attempts to establish an ideol­
ogy, we fight ourselves, lose our affinity, 
our patriotism, if indeed in being capital­
ists or socialists we disown our own and 
ruin ourselves as a nation, shall we as a 
country migrate to America or Russia 
and tell them "to. we cannot survive as a 
proud nation, so here we come as your 
slaves". This, of course is the dilemma of 
a few Nigerians who read our co ver story 
on the Black Gold Group and its' 
President's (Sunny Okogwu) agony 
(Hotline, No. 45). Interesting enough, 
one Bitrus Kecnam of Hayin-Gada, 
Jimeta, Yola could not contain his dissat­
isfaction (Hotline, No. 46) with our 
story. As has become our custom of late, 
we will respond to interesting reactions 
to our publications, if only for the pur­
pose of further clarification
Dear Mr.Keenam:

Let us take the points raised in your 
letter one by one. You said, ‘7 see the title 
"Agony of A Citizen" a misnomer. A 
man who talks in millions of Naria can- - 
not be said to be in Agony - at least not 
financially". I am sure, Kccnam, the 
issue is that of understanding our lan­
guage. The agony to us, is not necessar­
ily that of finance, but one as seeing a

19-Ocl2, 1988 19
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Huebner: Dornier or AIEP?

20

1 
1

a clean slate. When the highest ruling 
body, the Supreme Military Council mis­
understands your good intention; who 
again do you appeal to? When the gov­
ernmentfinally fell, my in-law took over, 
and for me to talk then will seem as if I 
now take advantage of an in-law to 
achieve a goal. I look at that as rather 
immodest. I take solace in the fact that no 
matter how long, one day the truth must 
prevail, even now, it is very much against 
my conscience that you people (Hotline) 
have forced me to talk. There is always 
an end to a suffering, even if it means 
death."
Your letter, Mr. Keenam, also posed the 
question: "Was the amount (Dornier 
paid) so meagre that Sunny is no* 
complaining" ? The answer, to our esti­
mation, is yes and yes again. Let me 
reproduce for you the relevant portion of 
the document of purchase, dated 4th 
December, 1986 which Mr. Genz, 
Chairman of AIEP-Domier signed in 
taking over Black Gold’s investment 
Phase One hereinafter indicated.
1. (a) Twin engine Simulator

(b) Single engine Simulator
(c) Helicopter Simulator

Total = Naira 50.000.00 (Fifty thousand 
Naira)
Furthermore the Offeree (AIEP) agrees 
to overhaul and update these Simulators 
and as soon these Simulators will gener­
ate income the Offeree (AIEP) will reim­
burse to the Owner additionally Naira 20 
per flying hour up to a total amount of 
Naira 50,000.00.
2. (a) Projector

(b) Magic Board
(c) Audio/Visual aids - complete 

Total = Naira 22.000.00 (Twenty two 
thousand Naria)
3. HangarlHall
Total = Naira 1,928.000.00 (One million 
nine hundred and twenty eight thousand 
Naira).

For your information, a simulator is a 
machinery complete with aircraft en­
gines and facilities for necessary train­
ing, often with extras that can make 
advanced aviation training possible. 
Because a simulator has added advan­
tages over an airplane or a helicopter, its 
cost exceeds that of an actual aircraft 
Some of the advantages of a simulator 
include._____________________ _

COVER STORY/BLACK GOLD
And Project Management Company 
Limited (AIEP).
Gradually, the title Dornier gave way to
AIEP which is now established as a 

i company of Nigerian entity. The fact 
remains that AIEP ip still Dornier. For 

l instance, the premises and investments
of Dornier is what AIF.P parades as its

• own or its arca(s) of specialisation .So 
when Black Gold’s investment became a

> subject for sale Mr. G. HUEBNER, 
i Managing Director of Dornier, signed

the protocol of understanding between 
Black Gold and AIEP-Domier on behalf 
of its chairman Mr. Genz. In short, 

p Dornier bought over the investment
under the name AIEP-Domier, corre- 

i spending on the letterhead of AIEP.
You also questioned the sincerity of 

i "Sunny trying to convince ..(us)., that the
President made no contribution to the
Black Gold venture" It is sincerely not 
our concern whether Okogwu “fronts” 
for anyone or not for such is not the 

i important point
, \ uu also questioned Okogwu's silence

all these past three years since B uhari!
Idiagbon killed the venture." Let me take 

' you to an answer again from Okogwu 
’ himself in that interview we had with 
1 him.

Hotline: Why the silence all this while 
when you could have sought redress 
through consututional means?
Okogwu: You see, I am such an obedient 
citizen I wouldn't want to challenge any 
authority. I have never fallen foul of the 
law and will want to continue living on

Dbhgated, I’m sure that with a Utile ini- 
Jative, you might satisfy your own curi­
osity. That is, after all, what we have 
done
The issue of Okogwu's wealth, though 

clearly out of context in the present argu­
ment, was answered by him in our last 
nterview (excerpts earned in Hotline 

No. 45) for our general interest, let us re­
capitulate what he said: 
Hotline: Your source o f wealth seems to 
oca subject of controversy. I know it is a 
difficult question, but our readers will 
certainly want to know....
Okogwu: What is the yardstick of meas­
uring a wealthy person? enty of 
money? beautiful car. good influence 
Honestly. 1 am not now a wealthy man,n 
is truest sense. / may be fashionable, or 
'omething else, but not rea y rtc . ee.whencompaniesarelaunchtngther 
lew or improved products, l > 
ome mon ey generally calleda finder’s 
« undo penetration fee. F‘nderJf‘‘:‘S 
dr the search of market an pen 
ee.10 establish the market. I was lucky 
-y back lore 70s.o be contrac^ 
ome Swiss companies r ' .nd establish is far ^r^andl 
‘rcrafi products. ' ' f d a! my 
“receded in many case .r,„ o.hL 
■access was f “.ed me to die
oreign companies ‘°° ensaled me.partnership and o°mpamns! l 
tstead of squander OS > 
oved a lot and al the J 
tstead of bringing bac^e 
1 foreign currencies. ' P nc m.

Black
*ds are available f°r G 
’ come and sec mentioned the 
‘Ir Kcenam, you als cor otherwise 
Wovcrsyofthcexist chaJ|cngcd us 
homier in Nigeria. an°iure. The fact 
comcout with lhe P rnu!ll.nauonal
Dornier existed as ' a vjrtual 

^oration in Nigcna in.cnancc and 
)n°Poly of supply- ^a^tjon related 
‘sonncl training of al gu( 
;ds of Nigeria’s Air ° oirung unfa- 
’s of the country wcrC ih incrcas* 
,rable to it, coupled on thc jnhcr- 
awarencss of N’«Scn,a natjor/al secu- 
Hangers to Nigeria s Nlgc.
a subsidiary contP3"’ ' lhc 
frOnt men. was rcg'slL.. „jn,»cringj____
aSutical Indusfia^'^r. Oct. 2.1988 
‘ne Newsmagazine- $CP
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unmitigated cxploiiaiion’ 
airplane hanger /hall 
N 1,928,000, a cost l00 
lhearchitccfsfec.aeostcve„r 'ivc" Pay 
as not up to 1 % of iu actua| v “’Pens Sce 
do we still talk about a fair de»nand yei 
Let us now take your lacr ’ "Wto Dornier not real^U^^ 

out by buying Black Gold GmSJ -ny 
was no longer free to use the 
without clearance? The simple m?'"' 
here is No. Dornier was not fe H„" 
Okogwu out but merely enhancin' 
interest. In any case, why is it th“ 
Dormer should be the one that wjli bail 
Okogwu out and not Nigeria or Nigeri­
ans? Do you think Dormer will leave its 
home base, Germany, to come and bail 
Sunny out for the fun of it? Who needs 
Black Gold’s investment more - Dornier 
or the Nigeria Airforce? What of Nigc-

,c,ng and 1 rcraft a7 ®nt
or,'n noXndra'Ce°an'a^d"a"«.

we encou" ^^Sby"^ tcch- 
,h,s investme^^SM
"n^ CC'PlSf™-&d 
craft C°n^^2SAS:!02ll8^

■ 10 aircraft assemhL S'na 
Nigeria with fh^ "> ">efirs, year
inslrucinrs S,an" °'2 Swiss

— 10 a‘rcraf‘ risnembled during rhe

BGG’s Simulators: Costlier than three aircraft, che
car.

wonders in aviatiOn
automated whclhcr ^nittg. ~

situation to aprospec.:^ aOy
Add the audio pa£cV<: Pilot.

of sophisticated train,„„n,Prisi„
of films, complete libSLCassc'tes 8 Se>s 
and then cap „ wilh " v trainCr ^ls

really talking about f^O? ^a 
^=^^parklnfi 

unmitigated Mnu;... ncrcdibic bOx^

•experts:

a) Extra fittings and sensors for safe and 
effective pilot - training.
b) Zero air-accident that could have 
impaired instructor, trainee and even 
aircraft’s survival;
c) Zero fuel consumption
d) Zero airlcommunication charges for 
flying aircraft;
e) No need for change of tyreslshock 
absorbers necessary for landing  -take off 
of aircraft etc
Yet three simulators, that of a helicopter 
(which is often twice the price of an 
ordinary aircraft) were bought at only 
N50.000. Imagine the price of one air­
craft even in 1986, and of course a heli­
copter, which costs more, and then think 
of the price of 3 simulators costing 
N50.000! Can you imagine the price of 
just one pcugcot 505 car costing more 
than 2 aircraft and a helicopter put to 
gether? Do you know how much in 
freighting them alone these three simu a 
tors can cost from Switzerland to ige 
ria? Let us be serious, is it no1 s iccr 
robbery to price these items, bought in 
far away Switzerland, in hard foreign 
currency, at only N 50.000.009 
Dornier fabricated information to show 
that the simulators were not . alterau. 
functional : "...the offeree agrees „ 
overhaul and update these
What do you need to "overhaul and 
"update" in these virtually new ma

The second set of items bought were 
more underpriced. Do you know w 
magic board is? In a simple an8ua^’ 
is a magnetic board capable o___________
Hotline Newsmagazine, Sept. 19 ■ Oct. 2,1988
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still believe, as a 
Matter of principle, 
that Nigerians should 
he allowed to act on 
‘•heir initiatives.

8n for its Chairman again, Afr $• 
a^n2' lctIer re-confirmed that "*ve 
re ready to pay the total amount within 

a Period of six months effective  from 1st 
ci^i!"8710 30lh November- 1987 in'
The letter then warned "we are not 

prepared to give any further guarantee 
other than this letter of commitment 
which we assure you as a reputable 
organisation such as ours, that there 
Would not be any needfora bank guaran­
tee on this amount which will be paid to 
you regularly as indicated above"

12th May, 1987, Black Gold Group, 
based on the agreed six months payment 
period drew a payment schedule for =

22

Black* c Chairman.
sent ann ? d GrouP on April 27, 1937. 
dcntn-f Cr leUer signed by its Presi- 
on bank rCnccBG/3113/SQAinsislinS 
the Prn ^uarantee and formalisation of 
menu AFPd Understandin8 for Pa>" 
slight ^nsidered this an apparent
feeline ° inte8rily« and conveyed its 
1987 p a IeUer 11310(1 30lh Apri1, 
^_2^°rcnce C/ego/324-87 and

^o.ooo
S. 350,000
SpJ? 250.000 
ssio-s7 100.000

•^EP^rtainly.SK 

ruling 10 Domio.:

^0.000
S'f^ J30.000
o . 01 .cn.ooo

rsed by<niating w 
,o be cnt w35 ,, assurances Done 
a doc^dcr a11 replied. May 18a 
lea* nrtOebncr ^D/ego/^-Slsu 

ule ° fin^tha our earlier lel!crl 

^ause^^'m reference, stahng’, 
^datedno'" f Black Gold Lm
<<r J 5 OkoSn’“ [tnoiiceofiheim 

na:.onofO,a, agr Thc letter conclude 
10th W‘‘ ffafore^hiopaycaskt 
■■YOU may iniU,on shares K

MOPOO-OO Of this deal is4 
One inrerestmb amount paid BIx 
inconsistency al AEP, Kata.
Gold Group- dcai was fo' N4 mill# 
insist lhal 1 Acords and Okogwu te 
Naira while n2 05 million ,T> 
self insist on' ° 'obe paid. The read 
fullamount > Kaduna> the banter 
at Savan"‘\ Huebner, were not strai# 
o^Xrc.hbtinsutlnrentalpay^ 
ort penodic basis were 
rsoVlXlKeSmflr.iis not becany 
laclX relevant documents to Ugte 
those "loose" ends. We still bciievc,as 
rnattcrof principle,thatNigcnansshta 
bea,lowed react on their mnubvesU 
best option we believe in. is forgo® 
merit to consider taking.over flto 
Gold’s investment and accordingly nif 
tore it to maturity for Nigeria’s benefit

I------ Bravo: Bt —| ^cement
\fecondy^inHigenawithoutthe 
\\nceofS*'MP*™nnel 11
I Sifting through the files of Domier- . 
^AlEP and those of Black Gold, let see I ” 
what actually transpired and then make < L; deductions, Stmny Okogwu was 
advised to sell oft his investment to a , 
more esrabteked aviation company by . Lrforce personnel. He did not object '( 
because he took their words as authority 

; Two weeks later, AIEP-Domier con- | 
i tacted Okogwu on the pretext that they i
Iwere upped of Black Gold Group’s in- I 1 
I tention to sell off its investment. They I 
packed the iumis (phase I a, and b) in 11 l^tainers and left Months later, no 1 
word or money came from them. I I
BlackGoldGroupgotjilterybccauseof II 
tlrir silence and sent them a word of I I I reminder. AEP responded via letter 

iReference C/ego/077-87 dated 17th 
February. 1987 informing.him that the II 

I “company’s assets” in consideration l' 
|willfeichhim"shnrecapitalo/2mi»ion I ■ 
I Naira in our company". He will be also , 
riven a balance cash of N50.000. Thc I , 
letter was s'8ncd by chairman’ G'"e < 
himseif- 1 1
Black Gold Group understood the con- 1 , 
..m, and forwarded protocol of under-

Jlar for payment. AIEP/Domier ( ^Xe^Pril271h.l987.Refer- . 

„ce MD/GMF/AZ/W/87juting *at . •"he proposal'wMch you w stored in < 
. P . i,„„ is acceptable with the i 
'^.“LcondiTions.iluuivewillpay/or | r

L-^^Sne. Sept. 19 - Oct 2,1988

rtainly.SK
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The President
accordance with Decree 25 of 1987. 
Most of t'hc chairmen, managing direc­
tors and members of boards of parasta- 
tals, banks and other industrial concerns 
in which government has interest had at 
onetime or the other occupied leadership 
positions in this country and arc sup­
posed to be victims of Decree 25 of 1987. 
Some nominated members of the Con­
stituent Assembly belong to the catego­
ries of persons banned under this decree. 
All these actions have put the sincerity of 
the president on encouraging the emer­
gence of a new set of leaders, in doubt. 
The recently constituted National Popu­
lation Bureau is a good example. Its 
chairman, Alhaji Shchu Musa (Maka-

■L

Watchers of Nigeria’s political scene in 
the last three years may have no cause to 
doubt the sincerity of President Ibrahim 
Babangida to return the country to civil 
rule in 1992. He has consistently, both in 
his speeches and actions, demonstrated 
that, he would not eat his words on the 
1992 target date.
The President added spice to his prom­

ise by fashioning a gradual, rather than a 
hog-washed programme for the change 
of baton. This according to the President, 
is done in order to establish a democratic 
government which will proceed political 
learning, institutional adjustment and re­
orientation of political culture in Nigeria.
Guided by Nigeria’s political history, 

and with a clear vision of what the art of 
governance entails, moreso the failures 
of those who had had the opportunities to 
lead Nigerians to the promised land, 
Babangida took a decision unprece­
dented in the nation’s history. A decision 
that borders on leadership and commit­
ment to national goal. He would not like 
the same mistakes of the past (first and 
second republics) to repeat themselves. 
To avoid such mistakes, the actors and 
actresses who had stayed long on the 
stage must be asked to give way to new 
ones to act out their roles. On September 
23, last year, he clamped a ban order 
from participating in the third republic 
politics on all the erstwhile leaders both 
civilian and military in Nigeria, sending 
to the abyss, the political aspirations of 
thousands of people. Decree 25 of 1987 
was enacted to give legal teeth to the 
decision.

In the president’s words, “we have to 
put the past behind us and create an 
atmosphere that will encourage the 
emergence of new leaders whose mo­
tives forgoing into politics is service and 
patriotism”.
Though, the objective is laudable, it has 

to a great extent, been contradicted by

"Funds for electioneering campaigns are 
enormous and only the old brigade ... could 

finance such campaigns."

_____----—-------- NIGERIA_________

TRB* ConsistencyCumContradictionJLdd. NUpe) Wls lhe
...... ..................................... ~ Phagan’s government durinea?*1' 

republic and he belongs to the *cond
of persons banned from partta^,?Ori« 
the third republic politics ‘n 
qualified demographers in N;.re are 
versions who are young and I agS2 th"

I. could have been trusted with th? 11101
sibility of census enumeration 

The political transition proRram^ 
wcU spaced, spanning a perfcd??? ” 
years. The president could have .
fied his idea of encouraging the^1*' 
gencc of new leaders by exploiting 
five years period to groom the youm^ 
leadership positions. This is whv !?r 
August 27, 1988 threat of banning 
newbreed politicians found flirting with 
those banned, negated the momentum 
change he chronicled. .He seemed tn 
have not addressed the role money piav J 
in Nigerian politics. Funds for election- 
coring campaigns are enormous and only 

I members of the old brigade who, to die 
chagrin of the young ones, are still being 

I given preference in appointments into 
I positions of trust, could finance such 

campaigns. The experiences of the De­
cember 12,1987 local government elec­
tions should have served as a guide be­
fore further decisions on the political 

' transition programme arc taken. Some 
promising candidates had to withdraw 
their candidature for want of money to 
finance their electioneering campaigns! 
thus, leaving the stage to the sponsored! 
candidates of the “money-bags”. I 

Taking the membership of lhe Con-1 
stituent Assembly into consideration,I 
most, if not all the elected members are in I 
the millionaire bracket The government I 
did not help mauers, as nominated! 
members belong to the same class as the 
elected members. With the composition I 
of the Constituent Assembly, one is 
skeptical that the third republic constitu­
tion will be a mass-oriented one. One has 
waited patiently to hear CA members 
deliberate on the plight of rural dwellers, 
the unemployed (social benefits), desti­
tutes and the helpless in our midst.
Rather, they dissipated their energies on 
constitutional provision to illegitimise I 
coup de’tat. What an irony! I

i QBy Mohammed Momoh OtiT) 
some of the actions of the president How 
can the wheat be separated from the chaff 
without proper winnowing? Agreed that 
the ban on certain categories of people 
from the third republic politics is justi­
fied, can the new breed take over the 
mantle of leadership without adequate 
knowledge of the art of governance?

Since the president came to power on 
August 27, 1985, .'appointments into 
public offices have favoured those who 
were supposed to have quit the stage in
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Old Politicians Again?
Q By Musa M. AjogiJ)Q By Musa M. Ajogi

learnt any lesson from various punish­
ments meted to them owing to their cor­
rupt practices in the second republic.
For how long shall history continue to 

repeat itself in Nigeria with the same 
people in the political scene?
The federal government had unequivo­

cally told the people of this great nation 
tliat all the first and second republic poli­
ticians including military officers who 
he Id public offices in the past have been 
banned from partisan politics.
For, now, the ban on politics is still in 
force. It was a blanket ban on this cate­
gory of people with charges specified to 
the latter. One would not want to capital­
ise or lake for granted the speculations 
that this government is being portrayed 
as being in a league of telling the nation 
one thing and doing another hence it will 
amount to an orchestrated “disinforma­
tion" campaign.
Be it as it may, we arc living witnesses to 
the fact that the army sacked the civilian 
government of the 2nd republic. They 
brought the civilians before the law, 
sentenced them and their property for­
feited to the federal government.
What political right has these people 

who now behave as if they have done 
nothing against the country to address

Nigerians again on morality? Are the; 
proving to be above the law or undo 
rating the ability of the federal militar 
government?
Nigerians once again are disappointed! 
seeing the same politicians, not hidin’ 
their heads in shame after presiding ove 
the liquidation of the nation’s economj 
The federal government on the othe 

hand seems to have under-estimated th 
havoc which the old politicians are a 
pable of doing to this govenment if al 
lowed to continue with this misbehav 
iour.
It is however the view of several Nigeri 
ans that those politicains who looted th 
nation’s treasury be kept out of th 
nation’s political firmament to prevei 
them from contaminating the new bloo 
of the new political generation to whot 
this regime has pledged to hand over th 
mantle of leadership.
On the basis of this verdict, it is health 
to assusme that federal government i 
giving too much prominence to th 
banned politicians as if other Nigerian 
have no conscience. For now, one wool 
like the federal govenment to regular!, 
tell the nation what it is doing to effect th 
ban order so as to render the unpatrioo 
plans by the old politicians ineffective 
This no doubt will elicit people’s suppot 
for the government than the intermitter 
hues and cries over their activities.
On the whole one would as well like I 
remind this government that thepeop! 
of this country will hold the entire arm? 
forces responsible for the failure of fu 
ture democracy in Nigeria.
While one expects the government 11 

abide by her decisions on gazetted sens 
tive issues as the ban on old politician! 
one would like to say that Nigerian 
should not wait to be reminded that path 
otism enjoins every citizen to rally roun 
the federal military government pre 
vent these political enemies of our pl 
tional cause. Behold, Nigerians arc lirt* 
of them, the newbreed should be glyoijl 
free hand and should be allowed to M 
from the mistakes of their mentors,-,^

Aniagolu: can he stop the uninvited 
guests?

Hotline Newsmagazine, Sept. 19 - Oct. 2,1988

Common sense dictates that in every 
situation there is limit to human endur­
ance. In the same vein, he who moulds 
opinion is said to be greater than he who 
enacts laws.
The popular notion which says that in 

Nigeria, when a person is unscrupu­
lously discredited, he can still be ac­
corded a high degree of respect even 
when his offence is against the state, is 
not only a sad commentary but a ridicu­
lous model in the life of a nation.
If one goes by daily reports and activi­

ties of banned politicians, the develop­
ments therein signifiy that they arc deter­
mined to resurgc into the power games of 
the third republic.
To perpetrate the reality of their political 
ambition they have turned the federal 
capital territory Abuja and the Constitu­
ent Assembly into their political base 
doing all the lobbying and making ten­
ders for future political portfolios 
openly.
They pretend to be saints this time 

around, they claim to be assisting the 
federal government organs to instill 
morality and political ideas on the 
ncwbrccds.
Some Consitucnt Assembly members 

who prcfcrcd anonymity confessed to 
Hotline that the occasional calls at the 
Constituent Assembly by some banned 
politicians have virtually slowed the 
business of the house.
According to them, the banned politi­

cians still command a reasonable degree 
of influcnccamong some members in the 
house adding that any time “they come 
around”, the entire house gets confused 
and its attention distracted.
Some members suggested that the fed­

eral government should enact a decree 
which shall prohibit frequenting the as­
sembly by unauthorised persons so as to 
ensure effective deliberations.
Yes, this is a good and timely sugges­

tion; besides, the altitude of the banned 
(politicians is not only un-becoming but 
(disturbing. This attitude bears ample tes­
timony that the politicians have not I
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The aspirations of most 
Nigerians no longer 

corresponded with their 
level of productivity.

Ostentatious living be­
came the golden rule 
and to aggravate the 

situation, some Nigeri­
ans embarked upon 
anti social activities.

s In the first decade of independence, our 
railways functioned efficiently while our 

i flights moved on schedule. Government 
hospitals and clinics did not complain of 
drug shortages and other essential facili­
ties as a result of financial crisis. We had 
very few unusual retrenchments, retire­
ments or dismissal and almost all Nigeri­
ans were gainfully employed mostly on 
the farms.
At that time, educational institutions 

particularly primary and secondary 
schools as well as other centres of higher 
learning were not disrupted because of 
shortage of fund, since all our boarding , 
schools operated normally. Our embas­
sies abroad equally carried out their du­
ties normally while we ably met all our 
foreign committments.

The success might be due to the fact 
that in the first decade of our independ­
ence, when petroleum was insignificant 
to our economy, people were not mis­
guided. Most people were contented 
v. ith their standard of living. Most of 
them could afford two square meals a 
day. Most could afford two sets of 
dresses. Molue, pick-ups, benched lor­
ries and railways were the main means of 
transport. There were fewer social clubs, 
hotels and drinking pubs. Yet people 
were relatively satisfied with their life 
style.

pendence from Britain in 1960andchose 
to remain in the Commonwealth, its 
economy wai> almost completely con­
trolled by the British. Businesses like 
banking and insurance, textile indus­
tries, flour and cement mills, breweries, 
oil extraction, tin mining on the Plateau, 
tin smelting and cotton gineries are in the 
hands of foreigners. Others were general 
merchandize, import, export, petroleum 
marketing and exploration. Industries 
such as the electricity generation and 
distribution, coal mining, river transport, 
railways, telecommunications, ship­
ping, airways etc,, were all owned and 
manned by the Nigerian government. 
Prominent among the British colonial 

firms that dominated in exploiting our 
economy were the U.A.C. group of 
companies, John Holt group, Barclays 
Bank, Standard Blank, Royal Exchange 
Insurance Company, British Petroleum, 
and Amalgamated Tin Mines Company 
on the Plateau mincsfield. Some compa­
nies from France and other European 
countries, like C.F.A.O., P.Z. and A.G. 
Lcvcntis were also in collaboration with 
British in exploiting the Nigerian ccon- i 
omy. They imported and exported < 
ninety-nine percent of commodities into i 
and out of the country. The few manufac- I
luring firms in Nigeria were also under 1 
British hegemony. '
The situation remained like this with s 

very little changes until the adyent of oil f
into our economic scene. The first dec­
ade of independence,, agricul ture was the 
life wire of the nation’s economy as 
majority of Nigerians did nothing but 
subsistence farming. People were cither 
cotton, groundnut, cocoa, palm, ginger, 
gum arabic, beans, k.olanut and other 
agricultural produce farmers.
In 1967 for example, a bumper harvest 

was recorded. Groundnut pyramids, 
heaps of cotton, gum arabic, beans, gin­
ger etc. were displayed in Kano, Gusau, 
Gombe, Funtua, Zaria, Maiduguri, 
Katsina and many other centres through­
out the federation. Similarly, substantial 
increases in othcragricu'ltural' commodi­
ties-were recorded in all parts of the. 
country.
Hotline Newsmagazine, Sept. 19 - Oct. 2, 1988

The problems which‘ cor-
such as debt servicing, l*g of ills 
mption. kickbacks ian ccon-
werc rare in N.gena- TheN 8 jndus.
omy was a subject o P1^ business
trialiscd countries bcca cash 
With Nigeria were pur :*of uncivil 
carry basis. Even a P Qowon was irz.0.—

our countrymen. Leader
thinking, working I a p A majority 
tively in the nanonai mtcr“ • and
of our people abandoned such
took up unproductive end rs.

, as middlemen, favoured tr 
sycophants. d.stribu«,«‘mdjke“iis 
pany directors, most ofhe P 
were of course inimical to b 
forward march. . j,fc

People suddenly changed 
stvles and were all expecting . 
paradise. The aspirations of mostNig 
tins no longer corresponded with tn 
level of productivity. Qsienta tiou 
became e gii'dcn rule and to agpavatc 
the situation, some Nigerians cm 
upon ami social acuvH.es, Sma wo 
der currency trafficking. dubious con Xcts deals, large scale office and^barit 

fraud, robberies, import hccncerack t 
ting and many other heinous acts that 
almost destroyed our fatherland became 
rampant. Reports ol large scale P Xs. kickbacks, arson, robbery wdh 

violence and other criminal activities 
became the order of the day. 
The advent of oil in the Nigerian econ­

omy did not only render most citizens 
arrogant but almost made t'hcm mad. The 
great British dramatist. William 
Shakespeare was indeed ri.ghl when he 
said, 'Those whom the gods want to 
punish, they first make mad". Nigerians 
were indeed crazy since mobt o i icm 
losta sense of reality and lived in a make- 
believe world of illusion and fiction. 
They did not only abandon their farms 

which provided them with a means of 
livelihood but they also gave up their

------------- - , business/economy______ ______
Nigeria’s Economic Predicament (I)

Although Nigeria attained her inde- I

acuvH.es


business/economy

1

empty but huge debts had been sea 
lated by the previous administnti 
This made things very difficult for 
incoming civilian government to 
vive. Unfortunately, the civilian gov 
ment of the second republic were equ 
reckless in their spendin g. It is thus 1 
ironical that the military men in Al 
especially in Nigeria always blame 
civilians each time they intend to con 
power. Regretably however, at theec 
their administration, they always I 
that their performance was just as c 
strophic or below thai of the civi 
government they have overthrown.
However, the present administrat 

which inherited this sad burden is de 
mined to improve the situation. 1 
explains why despite the difficull 
they launched MAMS ER and DFB 
which I hope will perform to justifyll 
establishment Their objective is all 
rhetorically to improve the well-bein, 
the common man. This effort will b 
ever, be futile if sonic measures are 
taken. First and foremost we must 
velop some love for our country. Mi 
as there arc so many despicable llu 
happening, Nigeria is our home and 
must strive to make it habitable. 1 
attitude of always blaming, cursing! 
instigating the nation docs not sent1 
interest. Americans, British and Ft® 
are proud of their nations. We ® 
develop that love and pride to our pi 
mony.
Secondly, there is a sharp dichotor 

between what our leaders preach 1 
what they do. The maxim seems tot* 
what I say not what I do. Otherwise,!11 
can we explain the fact that those* 
preach probity, integrity and honestly1 
in the forefront of some nefarious# 
How can we explain the prevalent 
corruptdcals with the complicity of^ 
crs.
We should also develop efficient1,12 

agement skills, work harder and P1 
carefully. More than anything else.' 
should manifest more honesty and5 
eerily in all our dealings.
(AlhajiBukarF'etrol, 1st VicePre^ 
Borno State Chamber of Commerce 
Managing Director, M arg hi Enierpd1 
Limited, PJd.B. 1073, MaiduP 
aVeteran Journalist)

[ First and foremost, we must 
develop some love for our coun­
try. Much as there are so many 
despicable things happening, 

Nigeria is our home and we must 
strive to make it habitable.

among the misplaced policies was the 
Udoji salary hike in the wake of the oil 
boom. This catastrophic salary increase 
and adjustment sparked the 1973 infla­
tion and mass importation of food stuff, 
construction equipment, schools materi­
als, unwanted medical facilities, luxuri­
ous items and general wares.
On the establishment of steel projects, 

beer breweries, motor vehicle assembly 
plants, the staging of FESTAC, Lagos 
roads and bridges, development of air­
ports and seaports, the purchase of air­
craftsandball oonprojee is,I would stress 
that these were a waste of money because 
thenation was notyctripe for such gigan­
tic projects at the time of their execution. 
They could be aptly described as a reck­
less diversion of the nations scarce fund 
into grandiose schemes.
Except for the development of federal 

capital territory of Abuja which was 
envisaged or projected for completion in 
fifteen years from the time it was started 
and some few roads and bridges through­
out the federation as well as other essen­
tial industries, these projects were overly 
ambitious.
Successive governments of the country 

therefore, must share the blame for poor 
planning and reckless utilization of the 
nation’s scarce resources. Permit me to 
disagree with those Nigerians who solely 
blame the civilian administration for 
wrecking the Nigerian economy. I say 
this because out of the 28 years of our 
independence, civilian administrators 
have ruled for only nine years while the 
military has been in power for nineteen 
years. Of the nine years that civilians 
governed this country, five were during 
the first republic i.c. from October 1960 
to January 1966.
Both the military and civilian adminis­

trators must share the brunt of the criti-

own traditional foods of gam, yam, 
guinea com, miller and maize for the 
American wheat and rice. We soon be- 
camc major importers of these com­
modities. We patronised European lace 
and brocade materials and embarked on 
the importation of luxurious cars, furni­
ture and private jets instead of buying 
machinery for industries to absorb the in­
creasing number of school leavers. We 
almost forgot that we were a developing 

and therefore, our economy can­
not compete with those of Europe, 
America and other industrialised nations 
of the world.

The apparent dynamic Nigerian econ­
omy of the first independence decade 
began to collapse in 1970s and 1980s as 
we incurred alarming debts. Tragically, 

are today indebted to the tune of one 
hundred and twenty billion naira or an 
average of N1,200 per head of our popu­
lation, which questions our credit wor 
thiness.
Projects introduced by succcsivc gov­

ernments of the federation as a result or 
to oil bonanza since 1970 include the 
Udoji salary award. Festival of Africa* 
Ans and Culture, FESTAC, trade 
complex, universal primary' cducatio , 
UPE, national stadium complex ’• 
tional theatre complex, development o 
federal capital Abuja. constnictior. 
roads and bridges in Ugos . and 
proliferation of universities from ' 
over twenty. Others are the esta 
ment of forty breweries, eight ■ 
vehicle assembly prlants. bal!°° 
steel projects, indiscriminate c0.' of 
lion of airports and, seaports, pu^. h|ccn 
defective aircrafts, initiation of eig 
River Basin Development Authom 
and the creation of mushroom sta as 
local governments. These sc c _rcss 
well as the tieconstruction ° j. 
highways and various state ba- E|C. 
ccts are now described as "wnl 
PhanlS” IPCtS w”
Cost inflation of these Pr°J ^pcsc 

another calamitous dimenstom 
were due,- to the influx of oil rc^jonS of 
government therefore sunk JcadeRhip Indccd. a[
naira uno these program*' ’ ,MoStof military handed overpower to
the effects ofthesetnvestm ^re not civilian administration in October,
these ill planned projects wn br0Ught pm national treasury was not only
a priority Of the nation haV'on,inentJJii--------—------- ---------------
untold misery to our coun^^----^[^79SS> 26
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Jackson: "keep hope alive.” 
table, to decide the direction of our party 
and our country.” At this my misty eyes 
became dry again.
Rev. Jackson went on to force fully ar­

gue on how the different strata of the 
American society could evolve a com-

tho extinction of blacks in America; the ' profound economic, social and political 
struggle of blacks in diaspora towards ‘ ......
gaining socio-political and constituti-

. onal recognition in the societies whiitc 
history has placed them; then the attempt 
on the life of Jesse Jackson himself dur­

place of three great religions, Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. The village 
“provided a cross road where different 
people, different civilizations could 
meet and find a common ground”.
After a thunderous ovation, Jackson, as 

articulate as usual, continued by saluting 
his fellow contestant for Democrat 
nomination, Mike Dukakis. According 
to Jackson, Dukakis had “run a well- 
managed and dignified campaign”. He 
praised him for not condescending to 
demagoguery. "I have watched a good 
mind fast at work, with steel nerves, 
guiding his campaign ....without appeal 
to the worst Ln us”. Pointing out the 
differences between them, he said “Mike 
Dukakis’ parents were a doctor and a 
teacher. My parents were a maid and a 
janitor. There is a great gap between 
Brookline, Massachusetts and Haney 
street in Grecn-ville, South Carolina. He 
studied law. I studied theology. His 
foreparents came to America on immi­
grant ships. My foreparents came to 
America on slave ships. But whatever 
the original ships, we are now in the same 
boat".
Then the articulate Jackson expounded 

on Reaganomics, the economic principle 
of the American government that gave 
too much money to the rich and too little 
to the poor because it bcl ieved the poor 
had too much money. He. also touched 
South Africa, showing utter disgust with 
apartheid by referring to ill as a terrorist 
state. He also expressed his belief that 

’ “we can have peace in Central America" 
and Middle East; that Nami bia should be 
free from imprerialistic shackles. He 
reiterated his commitment, and that of 
his party to total support for t he front-line 
states in their struggle against South 
Africa. He did not forget to mention the 
danger of drugs. He looked forward to a 
time when doctors would work in the 
interest, of “public health” lather than 
“private wealth”.

Then he roared, “My work to keep 
America strong and make Amierica bet­
ter is ancient and endless,we can win. 
When I stand tonight, it has a m caning to 

Continued ortPage .28

My host lives in that part of Lagos 
where taxis are not easy to come by. I 
thus had to get ready very early in the 
morning to avoid missing my flight. 
Before 7.00 a.m. my host came to the 
visitor’s room to inform me he was leav­
ing for the office. He asked his houseboy 
to provide me with breakfast.
But before he finally left, he said, “You 

may wait for your breakfast at the sitting 
room. As a matter of fact, I would like 
you to watch this recording. I assure you, 
you will never be the same again”. Trust 
journalists, the instinct to caution one­
self, to refuse to believe anything until all 
the facts are revealed and be dispassion­
ate is always present. I thus took his 
assurance with a pinch of salt though I 
did not say so.
He slotted the video tape in the machine 
and the colour television's 24-inch 
screen came alive with aclosc-upof Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, the black Democrat presi­
dential aspirant and civil rights leader. I 
did not have the time to wonder what my 
host would want me to sec on Jackson. I 
knew history has thrown him up as the 
first black presidential candidate in the 
United States of America. I knew he 
stood shoulder to shoulder with Michael 
Dukakis to clinch the Democrat presi­
dential nomination. I knew the latter had 
beaten him to it. I knew ‘white suprem­
acy’ has denied him of being nominated 
for the Vice-Presidency also. So what 
new thing would my host want me to 
know about the reverend gentleman?
Before I could relay these thoughts, 

Jackson bellowed: “My right and my 
privilege to stand here before you has 
been won in my life time by the blood and 
the sweat of the innocent”. It was the 
begining of an address at the National 
Convention of the Democrats at Atlanta, 
Georgia. I immediately remembered the 
activities of the Ku Klux Klan, the mur­
derous organisation that swore to sec to I mon ground for the higher ground of 
rhfl'rtvtinrtinn nf hlarlcs in America: the ' nrnfnnnd economic. social and political

achievements. He drew the analogy be­
tween his pct postulation, the abstract, 
and Jerusalem, the physical. Because 
Jerusalem was an “intersection where 
tnany trails met”, it became the birth

____________ INTERNATIONAL

Jesse Jackson Made Me Miss My Flight
(2 By S hola Oy edele j

ing the Presidential campaigns.
As if reading my thoughts, he went on to 
say: “Many were lost in the struggle for 
the right to vote. Jimmy Lee Jackson, a 
young student, gave his life. Viola 
Liuzzo, a white mother from Detroit, 
called nigger lover, brains blown out at 
point-blank range. Schwener, Goodman 
and Chancy, two Jews and a black, found 
in a common grave, riddled with bullets 
in Mississipi. The four darling little girls 
blown up in the church in Birmingham, 
Alabama. They died that we might live”. 
At this point, my eyes became misty.
Jackson continued, “Dr. Martin Luther 

King lies only a few miles from us. 
Tonight he must feel good as he looks 
down upon us. We si t together, a rain­
bow. The sons and daughters of slave­
masters and the sons and daughters of 
slaves sitting together around a common
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Jesse 
adopted, 
daddy’s 
Before

ince which shares a common borders 
Sokoto also shares with the latter 
same cultural affinity. Where thcncoa 
the eventual north-south political 
rangement? It was an army colonel(i 
the Ikemba) who said that “the bests 
diers have no imagination”
The right and obvious solution is 

dwell upon our common cultural char 
teristics and use our productive forces 
forge a citadel of democracy which 
monopolitic religious or military pot 
cal power can undo. When there; 
several possible solutions, "therightc 
is probably the most obvious”.

Suffering breeds character, chan.' 
breeds faith, and in the end faith wilk 
disappoint....keep hope alive!

The standing ovation .as Jacks 
rounded off with these words ofenco. 
agement cannot be described. Somep 
vent to the swell of emotion in them! 
waving frantically. Jackson was huger 
congratulated and kissed.

At the end of the speech, I discover 
that my breakfast had been brought? 
taken. Who took the breakfast? I wasC 
only one in the room. It was me; bulb: 
so engrossed I ate my breakfast absr 
mindcdly. Next 1 looked at my watch? 
discovered I had only about fifteen it* 
utes to get to the airport. 1 silentlypraf 
the plane would be late in taking off 
rushed to the airport. The plane hadt' 
1 remembered my host’s word:“You»- 
never be the same again”. Yes, real!)

who also have similar connection with 
the east. Third, the Kanuri people have 
Gombo facial marks, the same as some 
Yoruba people: from the Kanuri in 
Borno who say that the Yoruba are their 
‘lost brothers’ to the Tiv in Plateau noted 
for the *Adire” cloth, material used on 
important occasions to the Okene and 
Ilorin people who complete the connec­
tion between the north and west. And _ 
what about the real north-east and north ' 
central?
Sokoto and Kano which represent the 

spiritual and commercial centres may be 
dissimilar in some ways but they have so 
much in common. The old Ilorin prov-

tant to reflect at this particular tune 
that most important booklet Tenets 
Islam; in addition to the abovequotaix 
the second quotation rcads:- 
“Any Hadilh not in consonance withf 
spirit of the Holy Qur’an ought to be: 
examined".
It only remains for me to add.
I) Let al I other rcl igions re-examine fe 
doctrines on a continuing basis;
II) “Allah knows Best”.

Articles by S.O.V

I would have lo ved to have been invited 
to the launching, which was scheduled to 
be attended by Alhaji Ibrahim Dasuki 
and Alhaji Gambo the Inspector-General 
of Police. On Sunday, the 7th August, 
1988,1 was privileged to attend, without 
invitation, the induction of the Primate of 
the Cherubim and Seraphim Paradise 
Church of Nigeria, a service which Al­
haji Latecf K. Jakande attended and his 
surrogate read the lesson.
As we journey back to God, it is impor- 

was a working mother, went to work with 
runs in her stockings so that I could have 
new socks and not be embarrassed at 
school. I really understand. We didn’tcat 
there o’clock on Thanks Giving Day, 
because momma was off cooking some 
one else s turkey. We’d play football to 
pass the time till momma came home. 
Around eight we would meet her at the 
bottom of the hill, carrying back the left 
overs from Ms Marshall’s table. 1 really 
do understand”.
The story was really touching, to say the 
least. Just then the camera focussed on 
some of Jackson’s audience among who 
was t ormer President Jimmy Carter. 
Many wore tear-stained faces while 
many more dabbled their tears with 
handkerchiefs. Jackson read the mood 
^nd lifted his voice, “Hold your .head 
hig’n! Slick your chest out! You can 
make it! Hold on, the morning comes.

__ _________________________ NIGERIA_________________ ______

Nigeria’s Geopolitical Landscape.
The editorial at page 3 of the National 

Concord issue of 15th August, 1988, on 
the proposed political arrangements for 
Nigeria is dangerous to the extent that it 
confirms a north-south dichotomy: the 
symptom has been mistaken for the dis­
ease which, basically is politico-rclig- 
ious-military in character. The ’.mportant 
thing is to take advantage of our cultural 
relations.
First, the Igbo-spcaking people on both 
sides of the Niger in lhc s'julh dcmos’ 
bated the cultural affinity between east 
and west in the south during the civil 
war. Second, the Idah people north of the 
Niger have similar affini ty with Ika-Igbo

...Towards The Definition of Religion
No matter the despair 

that "no evil befalls without h.s 
edge, but as believers hopelcss ®e it manfufiy wiihou^any^^,,^ 

despair -page70o ^llaaya and 
Nurudccn O. Alao. ■ • was 
Abubakar Gimba. rc Hall on 
launched at August. 1988
•Saturday, the 
gherc I bought a copy;____________

j£:SSeJa±«"oaretired 

lhosc who arc down, moon fcr p,c 
°r bent. Don't gi'c up' makc it if you 
■horning comes Youd‘ audicnce have 

At this point. l"° ,yofcheering. 
3ecn transformed in a r and flags.
waving banners. bun d for the ova- 
ackson paused and asked

3°n to subside. When jdcd an an- 
How do I know? a"dJLory.“Vou s'e 
*crby relating hi*1,fc, Jut) o“don 1 
~SseJacksonontclcVI mc.
r,°'v the me mat ",al Iam: 
,ckson is my third n**’ ^y 
ncver spent a n’S .,rStand"- -- 

,Usc. I really do undL onOfa teenage 
3ll>e h ad said "I a"’ J „htcr of«>fcn 
D‘l>er. who was the silver
' mother. 1 wasn’t .hovcl m ™ 
3°n in my mouth bu ‘ -s bed 
,d- Born in my 
ldri’tafford hospim^^--^7om72ri9f.8. 
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By P.B.D. Audu
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antibody. It is therefore suggested that 
serial readings of the test arc used, i'f the 
antibody level is found to be rising 
steeply, then the diagnosis of tyhioid 
fever can safely be made.
Of all tests available, the most conclu­

sive is a “blood culture’’. In this test, the 
germ is demonstrated microscopically in 
the blood. Thus there is little room for 
doubting the diagnosis.
Treatment
Adequate dosage of appropriate antibi­

otics as prescribed by the doctor, usually 
bring about clinical cure of the disease 
within seven days, but treatment must be 
continued for a minimum of fourteen. 
The psychiatric complications men­
tioned above, usually subside after anti­
biotic treatment. Special "antipsy­
chotic" drugs may be used to control the 
psyhiatric symptoms dunng the early 
stages of the disease. Perforation of the 
intestine requires urgent surgery, espe­
cially when associated bleeding is copi­
ous.
Prevention
An individual can take a few simple 

measures to compliment die meagre ef­
forts of the health authorities, in prevent­
ing outbreaks of typhoid fever:-
1. Obtain your drinking water from a 
clean source. Tap water sufficed), it may 
be boiled and filtered as an added safe­
guard.
2. Wash your vegetables thoroughly 
before preparing your salads. If you 
grow your own cabbage, carrots and. 
lettuce in your backgardcn, don’t use 
human faeces as manuire
3. Wash your hand thoroughly before 
and after eating and using the toilet- 
Discourage dcfaccatnon near water 
sources, like wells.
4. Finally, 3 doses of the vaccine TAB 
given at intervals of 4 weeks, then one 
year, provides long terra protection from 
typhoid fever for you and your family. 
Dr PBD Audu is now with Savannah 
Polyclinic, Box 56. Zarca.

Introduction
The recent surge in the diagnosis of this 

disease in the Kaduna metropolis and its 
environs has been accompanied by an 
increase in public awareness of the exis­
tence of the disease. Sadly, the public has 
remained more or less ignorant about the 
nature and the consequences of the dis­
ease. This article hopes to educate read­
ers by shedding some light on the sub­
ject
Typhoid fever is an illness caused by a 

germ, called salmonella typhi. Its source 
in a community is invariably either a 
Person suffering from the disease, and 
excreting the germs in his stools, or a 
chronic carrier who may or may not have 
had the active disease in the past, but is 
shedding germs, via his faeces, into the 
environment. Infection is acquired when 
contaminated food or water is consumed. 
Because heat destroys the germs, un­
cooked foods like salads and unpastur- 
’sed milk arc often incriminated.
The germs enter the mouth and travel to 
lhe small intestine, in whose wall they 
multiply. From this focus, they may 
spread to the rest of the body and create 
havoc.
Symptoms and Signs
The chief complaints early in the illness 

high fever, abdominal pain and dis­
comfort, and vomiting. There may be 
accompanying diorrhea, with frequent 
passage of stools which arc watery and 
may contain mucus. Less often, consti­
pation is the complaint. In this ease, 
faeces is well formed but the bowels arc 
opened less regularly than per previous 
habits. General body weakness, joint an 
muscle aches and pains may abound. By 
the end of the first week of illness, i 
untreated, the patient looks very sick and 
moribund.
Complications
If untreated, the disease may be over 

come by the body’s natural defense proc­
esses, unsually over a period of a ew 
weeks. If this does not happen, progres-

sion of the ailment may lead to severe and I 
sometimes fatal consequences. Since the 
walls of the intestines arc affected, the 
latter may perforate. Unless urgent 
medical attention is given, death may 
ensue through overwhelming infection 
(peritonitis) or through-cxccssi  vc loss of 
blood, from the site of the rupture.
"Tyhoid psychosis” is a recognised 

I clinical entity, where patients with 
I symptoms. May respond to imaginary 
I voices of imaginary people by talking to 
I himself. j

He becomes convinced that people 
around him, who arc infact, trying to help 
him, are conspiring to do him harm. In 
return, he may attack them. Medical 
personnel have often fallen victim to 
these so-called delusions of self persecu­
tion.
Other complications may result from 

spread of the germs to organs such as the 
liver, bone or brain.
Diagnosis.
Usually, the complaints with which the 

pauentcomcs.and the findings on clinic
I examination, sufficcth, to make a diag­

nosis of typhoid fever. The much talked 
about "typhoid blood test" (actually 
known as “widal’s test") is an immunol­
ogical test, with the following basis:- in 
response to infection by germs, the body - 
-over a period of days to weeks -produces 
a certain substance to destroy the germ. 
The level of this “antibody" can be 
measured, and if it is extremely high, 
active infection is inferred. The widal’s 
test has often been used to diagnose ty­
phoid in patients with oilier ailments, 
this is because, certain flaws of the test 
arc not taken into consideration For 
example, those individuals who had 
typhoid fever in the not-too-distant past 
will still have an elevated antibody level. 
A widal’s test might thus be interpreted 
as positive when the patient’s pending 
problem is anything but typhoid fever. 
The test may also be negative, in people 
who have typhoid fever, but arc yet to 

I_____  begin producing sufficient quantity of
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Keke

Sep1-

you do not want to eat for months. (Sorr 
for the digression). Any way sha, cm 
gentle men in sparkling white caftai 
stood waiting for a Kawo-bascd bus loo 
Soon a rickety-S AP-bus came cracklinj 
along. Kao, Kao, Kao, the filthy conduc 
tor spat out into the air. Passenger 
started surging forward. I dcy look them 
ljusianda (waited) there becauseldidn'i 
feel like being compressed sam-sam (u 
all) or forced to smell an ampit or teeth 
not washed for decades. Then the black 
gentle man in snow-white caftan moved 
to get in. Sl-u-u-sh! went his white slip­
pers which he unknowlingly dug into 1 
cake of yellow feaces. Gbam! He was 
flung into the garbade of wet dung via the 
smelly guuer. before he seriously crash- 
landed on the dung, his right leg was lost 
in thegultcr full of indescribablcstinking 
water. As he finally fell his leg splashed 
this water on himself and some people 
around. Yuk! I looked away. But you 
know eyes always go where you haven’t 
sent them. So, I looked back. Cha! 
CheiU CheUU He was a sight! His white 
slipper plastered with ugly shait, his 
shite, o! let me save you the trouble. It 
was like what was scooped out of a 
latrine bucket (Are you irritated? Thank 
your God you did not sec it live!) Quick, 
quick, one lime, left, right, left, right, like 
a mad doggie-doggie he matched home. 
Who for carry am? Not even the rickety 
SAP-bus. I just hope he dug his body in 
bleach and acid to be clean. To bd 
(bathe) m assorted human, animal shait 
plus urine, plus spittle, plus rotten vege­
table wastes, kai, walahi! is not whai 
should happen to a dog not to talk of a 
human being. Dokita, admit him o. 
Cancer and plant and toxic waste must
grow from his body.

Lotion
Eh hen! Them have started manufac­

turing face creams and skin lotion in 
Europe with embrayo stored in the 
freezer. That’s right! Everything, th?m 
go use to make cosmetics for womah. 
One day, we shall rub this kain lotioqfbr 
face and the face will melt or 
completely commot from the head. 
Walahi! God has been very kind to tech­
nology. So lay he dey look as man de(use 
unborn pikin to make Ude (pomade)..'

- 1 < Jdit

Kawo. If you arc know this comer I am 
talk so, close to where large posters are 
sold, you will picture better what I am 
about to tory. This comer is best de­
scribed as a public toilet. People freely, 
comfortably, merily stoop along the road 
peeing or s hailing in a way it looks like 
they arc begging passers-by to look and 
snap their black, yellow, fat, thin and 
bony bottoms. The comer eh? oozes 
pathetically. Swarns of ijiji (flies) do the 
bonfire dance around countless heaps of 
fcaccs, both shaits that have caked up 
from the sun and new ones freshly con- 
L 'buted by running stomachs and normal 
stomachs. A splash of the gutter’s stag­
nant bubbling black water can maim 
your nose for life. When you stand at this 
comer,-you must do ’eyes front’ unless 
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or ghost, not knowing that poor passen­
ger for don go meet Chineke in heaven in 
that fall. Life in Nigeria is too kpakoish 
(hard). Small time now, you’ll need to bo 
hyena to survive.

“Public Toilet”
Olodumare! Checkout another 

harzadous, catastrophic, calamitous, 
shamefulless fall of the century!! It was 
Monday, September 12, in the year nine­
teen hundred and eighty-eight at 11.20 
a.m. in morning break of day light. I 
slapped into the Central Market, Kaduna 
to buy ncha (soap). I w’as on my way to 
Kawo. So, I stood by Broadcasting Road 
near Mai al i car park where many desti­
tutes reside, wailing for a bus heading to

Na wayas-o, if man no die from hun­
gry, “express” go quench im life. Once 
upo ns one time, one Dornier oga who are 
an engineer relumed to his papa’s land - 
Nigeria, from Amrica to serve the nation 
i’n Dornier Nigeria Limited Liability 
'Company. Mr. Amrica was lodged in a 
hotel as accommodation was in scarcity. 
Mr. Amrica got bored one bedeviled 
weekend and went to shak (drink 
heavily) kain-kain (local gin) in ’Honey 
moon’ abi ’Sweet Sixteen’ restaurant 
some where in town. (You know these 
'sun-rise',‘moon-shine’and tabycool 
chopping parlours are most efficient m 
selling strong spirits).Anrfelwasnoldnmk.Nasohetalk.bui 
it didn't seem his krokro eyes worn neat 
when he hopped on a keke (molobtkc) to 
convey him to his gid“ (h“u“)ra|0>“' '

at Sultan Roa J j multiple

Mr.rimnca 5b°r 10sscd
on the passenger sea up down
up his bottom up. do gaI|ops
Jigida dance “““^ault from his 

I caused Amirco to s Gbosa, hc
Passenger scat, an .. pn (|K toya
tumbled and laid P was SFramc<]. 
(road). His ‘ hile. keke driver
No be joke o. 5t,|i sitting ught 
thought Amricana ^ing passed the
and, zoom! he ^iian came along
humps. One good later,watched
about two saw that
Imrico on the ^r^1Cd robter faking 
Enrico was non an pIus facc>
•fall.A/nno’5 tisOre. sore, his shirt 
:nee, elbows wcrtJaj trouse- for 
nd trouser rd#- you get? Mr. good 
ront,butsmall sha\c\\p\c and later to 
elped Amrica na W comc back-o, 
Duse. Keke man nOt see Keke 
ir Where? An’r,c0 fflan may have 
cak light. like a mysterious 
»rcd what I00*". midniS?11 Passcn‘ 
tappearanw °fb' „ and supcrsti- 
’• You know blb iXmanw0“ldlc.11 
t. Some tinae sif A carricd dracula 
villagep^^fc,y

line New'smag32111
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“Whether a man 
should be allowed 
to take more than 
one wife is some­

thing about which 
every society has to 
make up its mine/ 

one way or the 
other.

I have never called for the introduction 
of Sharia law for Muslims without call­
ing for Customary law or Christian law 
for Christians. I am more concerned with 
the development of the law for posterity. 
So that we can one day come up with a 
body of law that can be referred to as the 
Nigerian Common Law.

There are three groups of Nigerians I 
know, who share three different views 
about the Sharia. There are those in the 
group I belong, who think that giving 
Shari’a the status of a state law (and not 
just a customary law) is a right to Mus­
lims and n ot a privilege. Justas giving the 
Customary law a similar status; who 
believe that enacting the English type of 
Matrimonial Causes Act is just a codifi­
cation of Christian marriage and giving it 
the status of a State Law; who believe 
that giving full effect to the provision of 
S.35 of the 1979 Constitution will in any 
way affect: non-Muslims. And failing to 
give effect to it is hypocrisy and uncon­
stitutional. That every person shall be 
entitled to freedom of thought, con­
science and religion, including the free­
dom to manifest and propagate one’s 
religion or belief in worship, teaching 
and practice and observance is a funda­
mental right. But we also share the view 
that at this stage it (Shariah) should apply 
to all civil matters only where all the 
parties are Musl'ims, or where they sub­
mit or choose Islamic law to govern the 
relationship. And that the present Area 
and Shariah courts need proper reform 
and orientation before the system is fully 
introduced.

The second group arc also Muslims 
who are more concerned with political 
gain of saying that the Shariah must 
either be introduced or there will be 
trouble. In the third group arc some non­
Moslems who for no reason other than 
politics say that if Shariah is introduced, 
then Nigeria is no longer a secular state. 
The former who I believe are very few, 
can, with little patience, control their 
intollerance, and be a little more objec­
tive. The latter, who arc very few and 
equally vocal and threatening, should 
appreciate the fact that secularism. Itself,

Hotline Newsmagazine, Sept. 19 - Oct. 2,198S

ment of the Federation or of a State si 
not adopt any religion as State Rcligjo 
How docs the establishment of a Sha 
Court at Federal level affect this pro 
sion? The answer depends on the gro 
you belong. If you ask me, I will say, 
no way at all. If you ask someone in t 
third group he will tell you that pub 
funds arc being used to establish rcli 
ious courts. He will forget that the ofl 
cial calendar we use is the 1988 after d 
death of Christ. That most of the Engli: 
Common Laws imported into Niger 
arc purely English ideals endorsed t 
English Churches and Courts.

The Matrimonial causes Decree 197 
is a Federal enactment. Every Nigeria 
has a right to choose to marry under th 
Decree. It is based on English Marriag 
Act on which Lord Dculin said;

"Whether a man should be allowed t< 
take more than one wife is somethin; 
about which every society has to make it/ 
its mind one way or the other. In Eng 
land, we believe in the Christian idea a 
marriage and therefore adopt monog 
amy as a moral principle. Consequent^ 
the Christian institution of marriage ha. 
become the basis of family life and sc 
part of the structure of our society. It L 
there not because it is Christian. It ha. 
got there because it is Christian, but it re 
mains there because it is built into the 
house in which we live and could not be 
removed without bringing it down. The. 
great majority of those who live in thiz 
country accept it because it is the Chris­
tian idea of marriage and for them the 
only true one. But a non-Chrisdan is 
bound by it, not because it is part 
Christianity, but because, rightly or 
wrongly, it has been adopted by the soci­
ety in which he lives."

What stops Nigeria enacting as part os 
the Matrimonial Causes Act, Islamic antz 
Customary concepts of marriage, aniS 
giving Arca/Shariah and Customary- 
Courts jurisdiction to hear petitions ii= 
such marriages. The fact will remain than 
a Muslim will go to Shariah Court tc= 
dissolve his marriage, a Christian will gez 
to the High Court or die Customary- 
Court. (To be concluded).

___________________ LAW________ '____________ ____
Law, Morality and Religion in a Secular State (I)

< By Yahaya Mahmood
1 . ’

is a Christian doctrine which seeks to 
, separate that which is God’s, with that 
, which is Jesus’s.

The title of this article is a book edited 
by Basil Mitchell, a professor of Philoso­
phy of the Christian Religion in the 
University of Oxford. It was published 
by Oxford University Press in 1970. The 
book was based upon the Edward 
Cadbury Lectures delivered at the Uni­
versity of Birmingham in the spring of 
1966. He said in the preface:

"The question then arises whether the 
law can always be neutral where such 
differences are concerned; and, if not, 
how in a democratic society the content 
of the law in matters of controversy 
should be determined. Since much of the 
traditional morality of our own society 
has been deeply irfluenced by Christian­
ity, and the law with it, the role of religion 
cannot be left out of account. Hence it 
has been necessary,for purposes ofillus­
tration, to indicate what I take to be the 
Christian view on a number of moral 
questions, and this has inevitably in­
volved some edogmaitism and oversim­
plification. I do not want to prejudice 
issues about which Christian and other 
opinion is divided; only to question 
whether such issues can always be rele­
gated to a 'private sphere."

Section 10 of the 1979 Constitution 
states categorically that “the Govern-
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. — ____ system of reduced to 42 and this number may be furthercut
|collective or government ownership and man- j to 19. In the universities there are academicians 

(lecturers and students) that style themselves 
“socialists” or “radicals”, the best known being 
the group centred at Ahmadu Bello University, 
Zaria - the so-called collective.
Does any of the so-called Nigerian socialists fit 
into the description of socialists as envisaged by 
Karl Marx and Engles in the 1840’s. Has any of 
them engaged in class struggle and revolution to 
establish a socialist society in Nigeria? Hie 
answer is No, unless by “struggle” one refers to 
noise making in the press and radio. The Nige­
rian “Socialists” were what Marx and Engles 
dubbed as being “theoretical utopian dreamers, 
who disregarded the absolute necessi ty of revo­
lutionary struggle to implement their doctrines. 
Most of them shout socialist slogans to attraci 
attention of those that will assist them in feath­
ering their nests. The late Chief Awolowo oner 
said that the trouble with the Nigerian Leftist 
was that the moment they joined a politica 
group, they started looking for avenues to lini 
their pockets and before you can say Jack Robin 
son, they turned sharply from left to Right -181 
degrees turn. No wonder the Babangida admini 
stration shuns the socialists. I, Chief Ramble 
advise them to go back to school and learn th 
true tenets of their doctrine as preached an 
practised by Karl Marx and Lenin - Marxisn 
Leninism-which is now being thoroughly over 
hauled by Gorbachev, the General Secretary ( 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union who 
introducing social capitalism into his country 
economic system.

The Social Capitalists
I?*-1

toe means production, distribu- 
cau exchange of goods and services. Be- 
contm tfle coUective nature of socialism it 
pro Stst0 the doctrine of the sanctity of private 

toat characterises capitalism. Where 
cial' 'Sm stresses competition and profit, so- 
$ ?to calls for cooperation and social service. 

cento^*Sm 31056 'n toe late 18*h and early 19th
tories as a reaction to the economic and 

Re Ganges associated with the Industrial 
facV°1Ut'On' Wfl’le rapid wealth came to the 
in 1°*^ 0Wners- toe workers became increas-

8 y impoverished. They were underpaid and 
erworked and forced to live in shums.

toe 184O’S the term communism came into 
610 denote a militant leftist form of socialism

Karl Marx and Engles used it to describe the 
0Vement that advocated class struggle and

jnV?iution t0 establish a society of cooperation. 
184& Marx and Engles wrote the famous

OlIununist manifesto in which they set forth the 
Ppnciples of “scientific socialism”, arguing the 

‘storical inevitability of revolutions conflict 
tween capital and labour. In all of his works 

attacked the socialists as being theoretical 
ut0Pian dreamers, who disregarded the absolute 
™Cessity of revolutionary struggle to implement 
'^doctrines.

°w does the Nigerian “socialist” fit in the situ­
ation described above? Admittedly, Nigeria had 
“"dergone a sort of industrial revolution by 

lestablishment Of impOrt substitution industries 
SUch as textile mills and vehicle assembly plants 
almost all of which were initially owned by 

l‘Ofttgners and still mainly controlled/managed 
P’then’. Trade unions sprang up, all over the

"“^N^magaz.ne.SeptlS-Oc^JSSS
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Dedicated to Serve You Better
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After 14 yeirs of friendly banking services to our Local Customers as Kaduna 

Co operative Bank Ltd., We are now w'idemng our honaon to serve Nigerians 
all over the Country This is why we have changed our name to- 

"Nigena Universal Bank" 
Universal? Yes' because
- We are now opening branches in practically all the States 

in the country.
- We are providing more efficient and versatile services nationwide

- We are improving the quality of our Services to meet the international 

standards of modern Commercial Banking, hence we have computerised 
our major branches and the rest very soon

Such Banking Services include:
O Opening of Savings and Current Accounts for both 

Public and Private businesses.

O Personal/Joint Accounts for the general public.
O All forms of Foreign Exchange transactions.

O Fixed Deoosit Accounts
O 24-Hour Night Deposit Safe in some of our branches.

We also render financial assistance/advisory services to, both small and large 

scale farmers. Industrialists and traders.

All these facilities will now be provided very close to your local area no matter 
where you may be.

We have already started our "Universal" promise with anew branch in Kano 
State There is a branch already in Apapa, Lagos, and many more to be opened 

all over the Federation.

Visit any of our existing branches today and expenence the most personalised, professional 

and bnhant services ever.
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^Unmasking the Young Millionaire
v y/hen a man has achieved a certain level of renown or distinction in society, 

jtfien, he becomes the cynosure of public attention. Such a man, whether he likes 
it or not, hardly can afford to lead a cloistered life. When he is not involved in one 
kind of controversy or the other, he is sure to be involved in some business 
engagements or to be involved in some social or public function.

A man of tremendous wealth can hardly be an obscure personality, even if he 
chooses to be. Social dynamics demand that he remains in the limelight. It cannot 
be otherwise.

To achieve renown is not easy. Neither is it a day’s task. It is usually the product 
of the cumulative efforts of an individual, which, when it matures, is often seen by 
some to be a fluke and by others, as the result of hardwork. Nigeria is full with men 
of this calibre; men who achieved renown in their various callings and vocations.

Ahmed Muktar Mohammed a.k.a. Aru wa our lead cover choice, is one such man. 
Aruwa’sstory perse is not necessarily apcculiar one. It is the same old talc, a grass 
io grace story. Not many people are fascinated by this kind of stories anymore. But 
larry a bit, there is a difference here. A myth attaches to this particular story. No 
one before now, has been able to unravel this myth. Many have tried. None 
succeeded.

In response to an avalanche of requests and letters on this issue, Hotline decided 
to take up the challenge. To do a thorough job, we divided ourselves into groups. 
Senior Staff Writer, Jude Okey Ifodi, who anchored the story was in Lagos to chat 
with this “mystery" man. Reader, Ifeoma Ehicze and Staff Writer, Aminu Kado 
rummaged through the morgue and turned up useful pieces of information while 
I held series of talks with relations, friends and foes of the subject, in Kano and here 
in Kaduna where he was bom and brought up.

I therefore have the pleasure to inform you, dear reader, that what we serve you 
in Aniwa’s story is a collector’s item, a refreshing package. It is indeed, 
unravelling the man that is Aruwa.
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Benue: A Den in Our Midst
It sounds like a fairy talc, but it is true: Benue is a state with tremendous 

difference. Endowed with vast arable land that is properly utilised in producing 
abundant food for the state, the people of Benue, despite this natural endowment, 
still swim in the rivers of rural poverty. Benue is a state with dense population; 
a people of pride and hardwork. But Benue State is yet to fully utilise its human 
resources to a reasonable level of development of the state. Benue State is a slate 
of rich cultural heritage with beautiful music, variety of dances and marvellous 
artifacts. But Benue State is yet to refine this proud possessions to full global 
recognition. Benue State has promising human settlements; towns and v ’lagcs 
needing just a little lift to become models of excellence. But Benue Stat still 
remains a no-city-state, except the capital town, Makurdi, i.c. which when c nsid- 
crcd by Nigeria’s standards, is still a town. Benue is simply one state ncec ing a 
messiah to pull it out of its natural and man-made problems; because even that 
capital town, Makurdi, still lacks necessities like town-service taxi’s, good 
residential buildings, potable and regular water supply and constant power supply 
as well as telephone services. And many more. Will the current military governor 
of the state, Lt. CoL Fidelis Makka, turn out to be the expected messiah? This is 
the story of Bfnuc State'as ncyCnottfr^And the plight of its people and their 
governor. ........ - -'.y nt ."iljci.a
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Editof. 
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"Security Forces ■ 
reportedly discover™'" Logos?
base of last Sunday?? "“'her?? have 
'after an intensive inv?Chc<1 co???lional 
activitiessllKau0?p plotl«s 

. " ln<o their
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Kadima is a wonderful place if you know 
way around. In fact, it is the best city i^°Ur 
country. Most people like it because it is t^e this 
place that is home away from home. Infac °ne 
find that it is sweeter than home, because 
is where you go and confront all sorts of Co & 
troversy and raise dust and Kaduna is wh 
you come to cool off in anonymous peace
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regrettable bend of

‘Godfather for the
President’’

la is reuci as it can be sac ±21 the 
Ncrti has been mini very reesroly. a 
mromr ielec me •■nreie men/ it must i 
riuailv ce icreruii than ±e surer:gm.

GOD-FATHER
FOR

'R PRESIDENT
(Version from a

For as the late Sardaima said “The great­
est weapon is truth”.

Abdtdaeiz Mohammed
Ungwar- Rirrd GJLA., Kaduna.
Version from a

C.A.N. of Protest
Your article cn CAN’S -.-.necessary 

protests is very timely. This shows bo- 
ready CAN is to destabilise this great 
country of cure. Thank God the Muslims 
are a peace loving people, if net, this 
country would have bees through an­
other war—2 reli gin us war. Box no mailer 
what CAN says. thro ugh any means, it 
will never move any ?/—:h~ to 
As Muslims are er.'.irhtemed, civilised 
and toleram. they •=.-" never be threat­
ened by CAN’S uroeror.res.

H.u'-’— A. Afaned, 
t.LD.L’TJ7-Soto0.

process. Il is wise for all who are com­
muned to the precess of nanon-building 
id sauiiajsly guurd against such mis­
takes in the interest of all.

Ahmed C. .Vxwgu 
Fuaua, Katsina State.

Federal Character
Il was appalling reading the leucrs in 

i your February issue sent in by readers 
who feel the Federal Character column 

1 should bo stopped becasue 'it has done 
and is still doing an recalculate harm to 
the society" especially among the youth, i
I: is distressing that they want the col­

umn cancelled w hen none of them could 
1 stand and accuse it of publishing false

North: Still Disliked by 
the Misguided

It is hcnesJy an mterestmg and reveal­
ing piece. litre ughx o at clearly the seem­
ing internal ccniuccs in the mcnclidx 
entity that is the Noroh.

However. I w3 like to cronect the 
grossly erroneous and misleading im­
pression (created by the piece) thaiNmn 
in Bauchi State is a predominantly non- 
muslim area and an ally 0: soumern poli­
ticians.
In this wise therefore. I implore you to 

peruse into history and lireramre and you 
will come out with those facts, that - 
Ningi as a LGA has ever 91^ (ninety 
percent! Muslim populanont and 2 LGA 
that has never teen the domain of an)’ 
southern political party.

I u ould also like to scire this opportu­
nity, through this medium, to call on 
Hudahuda Publishing Company, Zaria, 
publishers of the book "AHMADU 
BELLO: SARDAUSA CF SOKOTO” to 
make amends with regard id a similar 
expression made in the book.

Side Hain, 
SACB. A'atrnnc State

_______LETTERS
j cion of elite interests, should never tempt 
’ a civilised press to degenerale into the 
'■ abysmal mentality or understanding of 
i such individuals. In your bid to establish • 

the true position of things on such issues, 
yea need to be more careful as to your 
msheds and language to avoid, inadver- 
tsaly, sowing the seeds of discord. I 
think that truly patriotic Nigerians ought 

, a pursue and foster the unity and prog­
ress of cur country as a nation and noi^ 
semicnal unity or progress. A sincerer-, 
Lfrct intended to resolve the conflict of 
mreres3 in a society, is not supported to 
creare ether complex conflicts in the

• truth at all times | ■ Hcrdne Lexers. 
and no muter the

cciiucu m anmxmcie r the nrfuerce
rr L-n:nn
k is v'Drur menccnini unit year wri­

ngs ail iicni seem r he mre-cred x- 
vtnris mmressinir miiire iregxmii ±au- 
•msn vhiuh. r icuul. tenst s cut tc 

pruiEm. iisu i dxue vumn. me Norm 
ssefiL 3rimr b« pn^iL-irg rinimrire m 
ate muncr’ re vhudtycurT.*m:T~e has

1 am of the opinion that lhe column 
should be continued because we can’t 
discard facts for lies, rumours and hear­
se} as cx crybody is entitled to the truth. | F^cccZvisc-” re roes, w.^rirr. rzust 
■..'some do noi want id others do. Salva- ' hebrocTr’a: rrerif;. .• '-.-—Id be sera to
2.-. lies tn sc? .ng the innh nt all times 'rion'.ne Lem-rs. TT. Fox ’555,

I i.viru.’:.:. de.;. '.' .roe .-.ro’cC.' m edit-
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stories we heard, in conjunction with insiders, the very people 
entrusted with protecting the President. It is precisely for that 
reason that someone close enough to the powers should have 
sensed the danger. It is indeed a worrisome spectre for a regime 
that prides itself in an efficient; reliable and dependable 
security network to have been taken so much unawares. How on 
earth did the planning, troop mobilisation and execution escape 
the eagle eyed, hawkish security apparatus? Where were the 
intelligence whizkids, the self acclaimed coup busters and 
security lords?

Unless adequate and convincing explanation is given, the 
nation will regard them as woeful failures. Which means to 
give them another opportunity to fail will probably mean an 
extremely suicidal affair. The ever increasing complexity of 
our contemporary security predicaments demand that inept, 
inexpedient intelligence personnel should recognise them­
selves for what they actually arc, a moribund and archaic lot 
with a penchant for wasting valuable time on irrelevant, mun­
dane issues, while anti populist intrigues and heinous adventur­
ism arc hatched under their noses. No spirited defence could 
shield them from ineptitude, complicity or negligence if they 
fail to convince the nation on why they left even the President 
so susceptible at an hour of extreme danger. If they arc men of 
honour they should tender their prompt resignation. For .once, 
admirers and detractors of the President, not the least the 
innocent victimsofdicaffairsecm to be in unison: Thesecurity 
system is overdue for an overhaul. The time is now!

Usman, may you live in perfect peace and for us your friends 
we arc proud to have had a patriotic, courageous friend whom 
we can raiscour heads high to be identified with. Even in death.

Alhaji Hassan Sani Kontagcra 
(Magajin Rafi).

________ ____________PUBLISHER'S CORNER __________
Tribute To A Soldier’s Soldier
We hoard our friends, 

As misers do their treasure. 
Of things granted by nature. 
Friendship is most valuable.

W* STOOD rooted, perplexed and transfixed to the spot as
■ the impactofthesad and disturbing mesra. e^ank ih. My 

JL first reaction was one of shock. I didn’t hca. ell, no, it 
had to be somebody else; no, it certainly wasn’t happening to 
me, it was incredible ... My uncomprehending senses were 
numbed with shock, but the reality stared me in the face. I just 
lost a gem of a friend, Lt. Col. Usman Kakanda Bello, the Aide- 
de-Camp to President Ibrahim Babangida, in the botched coup 
of April 22. A’victim of occupational hazard and classical act 
of treachery, Usman Bello was shot dcpdxby colleagues he 
trusted.
' All leaders have aids; they constitute an indispensable part 
of their retinue of staff. They come in different shapes and 
sizes, varying in their loyalty to their masters, as in their ethics, 
priorities and perception of their duties. From the transparently 
honest, loyal, principled and courageous, to the treacherous, 
smooth, sweet talking, self serving opportunists and syco­
phants who litter all corridors of power. Sadly, there is a 
superfluity of this latter group in Dodan Barracks, and a 
manifest draught of the former.

Amidst this cesspool of routine iniquities, sycophancy and 
treachery, the few diligent, loyal and courageous officers like 
Col. Usman Bello must stand head and shoulders above the rest 
He was a rare species. A refined and socially humble soldier 
of tremendous industry, though often hard when itcomcs to the 
ethics of his chosen career, he died the way he lived, in action 
and duty, doing what he knew best how to do, fighting for die 
cause he believed in. With his last breath he protected the 
President from his “friends" and enemies. History’s hall of 
fame is dotted with heroes who laid down their lives that others 
may live. Col. Usman Bello’s name is the most recent addition 
to this roll call of honour. May his sacrifice be appreciated for 
its worth and may Allah in his infinite mercy grant him eternal 
rest.

As for the trigger happy dissidents who perpetrated the 
bloody may hem, they deserve no less than what they brought on 
others - death. Beyond this, there arc crucial lessons to learn 
from the sort of carnage produced by those murderous dema­
gogues. Apart from being a sad commentary on the state of our 
security services, it is the sort of treachery, a leader, no matter 
how resilient, should not witness twice. Granted, the uprising 
assumed the dimension it did because it was hatched, from

Lest We Forget
Mohammed Hahina's piece on the April 22nd coup, f. "oday, 

Sunday April 29, 1990) titled The Black Sunday an 
interesting reading. I am even more particularly intern edin 
his views on ourslainfriend, actually a brother. Lt. Col. L sman 
K. Bello. It is no doubt a good appraisal of Usman's sterling I 
qualities as a person and as a soldier. However. there are few ■ 
places with semantic circus in the write-up that nearly betrayed 
the motive which if it is true could amount to biting the finger 
that fed the author (Mohammed Haruna).
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is :>±jed that ihe Presi-

:a!ly backward nation has known no peace. Apart fror 
confronting the ravages of drought, hunger and diseas

TTTHEX&r; ....-------------
V V z:_-re - zire _p— the embrace cf ..-.certainty, 

sefitadsih? melcraevrice cf me nzconal radio inter- 
—-•?■= azmerajeij me Sc± of a btzaire “revolution."

changes bet ethnic cr.z.-, irosm retd sc tticc.al hatred com­
pounded by secessicnism. do net —pear to be on any

Utts faras a nation,to resist wim .-/ft—, vehcmcr.eeand 
outrage any mov e tn this direetton.
It is net untrue ths seme African ccentries st::! remain 

one huge scenario cf peiiticri instability. From Cape 
■*'“'Vs-j C’’*”' ** — ' -y- c’’ Se""'- *"* '■'o v'**,* i^w 
of Vic;:-i. Fails, scenes of political intngues are con- 
r.an-Jy being played cut, stnt.dmcs at tec great a cosh

__________ COMMENTARY___________
Orkar’s Journey To Madness:

This We Believe
7 Sunday April 22,1990. Ni- the rest of the population. Some really sore cases beti—

on the disgusting, involving as they do bloody 
fraternal slaughtering among the nation’s populace. B— 

- - .  Nigeria of today is a lucky’ state, blessed with a leads
quickly identified whose major concern is to build a buoyant tomorrow fs 

as a r:rc /zsandn-. ?• gerra. tne r.zhti: of such occur- today’s generation; whose programmes appear a lit®
sraos arc _‘.e :~ur-. iremzi harsh but arc doubtlessly necessary if Nigeria has ui

‘ ‘7 .T‘'‘72 ® - “J ’ ■r-‘ pzrscnrri led by move on the much desired path of national developmers
to be a “well What misguided critics, the Orkars-cf cur time, fail La 

- statement not understand is. therd is no development in this wot- 
2-sewr.ere :n the proc- without a little price for it :

Talking of African countries, Sudan and Ethiopia, frz 
 drought-stricken and impoverished African countries

”’"*e “'"7 have will suffice here as examples. Sudan for instance is ooe
■_  ----"7-- inc cL-.er government country where the level of internal political strife has

~~ mismanage- reached such a crescendo as to be almost unbearable.
~ 7-7'" ~. T “" ■" "’•e" * 35 ’-—tic From the days of the iron-fisted rule of Ja’afarEl Nimeifr
7 ~ 7" ■" “ °f muti- to date, this big central African country of Sudan hasbeo

:.lw r.rnr. came to an abrupt end embattled with serious internal upheavals in whichlhe
.»i, bemma many questions one of fear of ethnic domination occupies the centre-stage. Up

till today, Sudan is still battling with this problem; the 
r:y 21" ""t;j; or W2S problem of who dominates the country, the North or the 

South.
..... .. Ethiopia is another country that presents a pathelii

777’*77'.7777.7.?7 7 77 ■"L, e -b.ampi- picture. From the time the militant regime of Col
777777,7’.“Ceariy. Mengistu Haile Meriam dispatched the imperial ruleo 
.7777’77-7 *7777^7777' efthese and Emperor Haile Salessie in 1974, .this poor and cconomi
.’-7 77.77^7.7"C77Jx-Z1 .”■ 17L1 - 10 -slly backward nation has known no peace. Apartfror
77 7J7.Z7 .17. 7-7'soc:2-y- I -e ccnsensus, confronting the ravages of drought, hunger and diseas
-7.771777.-77” 7.77 ITT- 3rA: -*cr positive Ethiopia, for many years rurifring now. has been prosi 

curing a war against Eritrea, a tiny (fisher folk) commi 
- T .. . . • *; -— — -hy on the northern fringes of the country who feel th 

,771-ll-Tl\.771'.7717f;£0?rne ’-•c,"rl0Ial marginalisation from the schemeof things: 
Ethiopia was no longer condonable, hence their unyiel 
ing bid to secede from the rest of the country.

Shoa of adn^itling the failure of his government 
improve the social,■'political and economic lot of 1 

L'’ J2ws p'ople, Col. Mengistu, in the w-ake of the socio-cconotr 
t c urn political changes now gripping Eastern Europe a 

t_. q A... -----------— ether pans of the world, recently announced changes
7177u,'7“l TT" H"".? *cvIO • u'e ideological thnist of his government in order to 
 77.?.C-V ■ 2 *en IO be moving with the changing times. " '

R“'e feasts re-.i their Ethiopia is a classic case of a country that has  
7L7-1?J?° rccogniscandaccept changes that are inevitable. Insp

of her lean resources, Ethiopia is heedlessly prosecuti 
n ^nr~t nf Uiimin nnH rmtorinl

. But al 
fascists and their Ethiopia is a classic case of a country that has refused

^democratic pretensions have become little more than a ci ... CjZ, --
-pseudo-democracy in which an oligarchy (usually from a war whose cost in terms of human and material 

n ethnic base) operating on a one partv state lords it over 1 sources is colossal. XVhat is more, it is a war that nobc
__________________________7____________ :______________________ _____________
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__________________________ COMMENTARY 
seems to be winning. But Ethiopia is not alone in this 
folly, and Ethiopia’s case is merely a palpable illustration 
of what is happening in the rest of Africa.
For fact of sheer enormity alone, however, the Sunday 

April 22,1990 attempted Coup d’etat in Nigeria led by 
a Major Gideon Orkar "on behalf of Middle-Belt and 
South”, will pose subject matter for national rumination, 
for a long time to come. But even of much more signifi­
cance to the corporate entity Nigeria, is the newly mani­
fested public attitude to national political affairs, espe­
cially those concerning the military.

At the same time that Major Orkar was "headboying” 
his puerile attack and wanton carnage at Dodan Barracks, 
Nigerians from every imaginable section of this country 
were indifferent to the news bits on die affair that trickled 
in on the radio. The pervasive feeling was that it was after 
all a military affair. It was reported that life went on 
unhindered in most places in Lagos, even near important 
military locations. From all the states of the federation, 
the initial reports were of a calm and indifferent popu­
lace. Even the rank and file of soldiers themselves were 
unmoved. While the Orkar Gang was being routed, 
however, (and this operation lasted till 1.18 p.m. of that 
day), a newspaper correspondent at the scene described 
Dodan Barracks as “donning a confounding calmness, 
appearing much like the scat of a government beset with 
a military revolt." Col. Chris Garuba, Commander, 
Corps of Artillery and former governor of Bauchi Stale 
led government forces in the shooting exercise, while Lt 
General Sani Abacha, Chief of Army Staff and Chair­
man, Joint Chiefs of Staff, headed the routing operation.

But it was only after the mayhem had quieted on that 
Sunday afternoon, that the ire of the nation was roused. 
Major Orkar’s little stage joke had claimed in its trail an 
unspecified number of lives, (it is officially described as 
the bloodiest in the nation’s history) and wreaked exten­
sive damage to especially Dodan Barrack buildings. The 
whole attack got so close to its target (the President), that 
the President’s Aide De Camp and exemplary compa­
triot, Lt Col Usman K akanda Bello, lost his life in active 
duty, safeguarding his very important charge. Two days 
later, the compounds of Dodan Barracks were still liber­
ally littered with empty bullet shells.
Although the ferociousness and blood-thirsty nature of 

the Orkar mutiny horrified the public, what shocked 
everyone was the reasons for the aborted revolt, broad­
cast on Radio Nigeria (FRCN), Lagos, that Sunday.

The general attitudes expressed by members of the 
public to the mutineers attempt at seizing power were 
two: outright laughter, or sheer incredulity. Now, sup­
posing that "revolutionary” assault had succeeded and a 
new regime along the line of the ‘Revolution Statement’

Hotline Newsmagazine, May, 1990.

were formed and Nigerians asked, so, how and w ® 
people of "the middle belt and southern pans o 
country" meet and resolve to change things. What i • 
The point is that if the intended revolution was_u 
collective decision (as it purports) of the people ot 
middle belt states and those south of the Niger, t e 
may well be a legitimate resolution, binding on the 
this country. But was it? And if it were, wou 
"revolutionaries" haveresorted to carnage and sectional 
violence, even before trying available constitution 
means? . .

Clearly then, the Orkar mutiny is a gross mischief an 
a trifling with national destiny. Indeed, the more tn- 
implications of that mutiny sink in, the more fortunate 
this nation seemed to have fared by the kind intervention 
of fate, which the country surely deserves, at least at that 
time when it was going simultaneously through the 
combined religious celebrations of Ramadan and Easter. 
Furthermore, we note that national exhilaration over th z 

prompt suppression of the uprising is not totally uncon- ( 
nectcd with the realisation by Nigerians that IBE 3 • 
government is, at least for now, a necessity if this country 
intends to remain as a corporate entity with a common, 
goal of national development. Lately, neither govern­
ment nor the people of this country have said that things 
were really as good or the going as easy as they could 
have wished. But in moments of national trials, wishes 
alone cannot override the need for tolerance, which 
happily enough is still the watchword of millions of Ni­
gerians who arc patriotically willing to sweat out the 
mercurial forces of SAP. Though General Ibrahim 
Babangida may not have entirely sold the SAP package 
to Nigerians, yet it is clear that no objective critic in this 
country now thinks any other military govemmen’ will 
perform remarkably better than this one.
Of course it was an occurrence that cannot be dis- oun- 

tenanced easily, proving there was some national an ;cty 
that attended the question of the President’s safety or .hat 
Sunday of the operation. In the week immediately fol­
lowing it, there were much congratulations and thankful­
ness among Nigerians. All these being an indication that 
Nigerians prefer their President alive and well as against 
the insinuations of the so-called revolutionaries.
Of every particular concern to us at Hotline is that the 

attempted coup d' etat may have sown a very poignant 
and dramatic seed for further national discord. Here, it is 
enough challenge to our nationhood that any group of 
elite Nigerians would want to literally divide the country, 
by force of arms and against the popular wish. The 
rebellion has succeeded in making one section of the 
population view the other with suspicion and who knows 
for how long this feeling will linger and where its consc-
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continent would have been well on the way to a Unite!

is the time to begin to tackle this problem of political

| qcences will end? In this sense, the attempted military 
; putsch is toe enormous in scope to be labelled a coup 
• d’etat; it w as a brazen secessionist move, and right at the 
: time fra: most people assumed the search was on for the 
i sabilhy of greater Nigeria. For, wc are in complete 

agreement with analysis of experts who are of the opinion 
| frat had the acempt succeeded, then it was likely to be 
I followed by another senseless civil war. In any case, it 
I would have tamamounted to a declaration of war on 
' certain peoples of Nigeria. Perhaps, the National Council 
'■ for Naiocal Awareness, NCNA statement summed up 

the whole argument: “No group of people could organise 
a coup in Nigeria bused on tribal sentiment and selfish­
ness and expect to succeed”.
We believe that Nigeria has a lot to stay together for, and 
fre "..................   ‘

- -*-1-—u.es mere num tne others to the national wealth.
. here are sunplyno indices to show that Plateau or Benue t r

productive than say Kano or exist. The fear of ethnic domination in our body polite 
—'-t—c S*,ares_rcr examp.e, whereas Bauchi State gencr- 1 i_. J J ? —J------- ““
a-es asjmxrt as shout of its annual revenue inter- solution. A veritable and pragmatic programme of activi­

ties should therefore be designed in order to educ# 
those misguided skeptics on such dangerous fears an! 
suspicions, especially protagonists of a so-called minor 
ity groups in our midst. Perhaps, the day Nigeria insist 
on religiously applying a formula based on quota system

1 then Nigeria will know who should open his mouth loo 
enough and cry against the existent scheme of thingsina 
sectors of our national life.

The present situation in the country therefore, repn 
sems the dawn of a new and eye-opening consdousnes 
the consciousness that peace in this nation would co 
tinue to be elusive for as long as a section there 
believes, rightly or wrongly, cheated and marginalise 
This is why the Federal Gov emrnent should lockbeyo 
w hat is apparent and search for w hat is fundamental ini 
lessons we are bound to learn by fris recent flash 
madness. To search for and destroy the roots of ths 
smouldering discontents, no manor how minute, or 
and for all, is a duty which we owe no: only m cutset 

•nz raster a share of verytop but to posterity. Wc no longer can afford to oondcnei 
tradition of senseless slaving of our fellow- oompatri 
on the gtvunds of some perceived grievances.

Far. therefore, frem treating the rerun: frvrtive a 
attempt as an otganisevl .-.nemp; ri a sc.rion cf 
eotmtn to destabilise the go’-c—on: sho

naHy, Berne Stare depends for as much as the same 
oerrerum c: is revenue from fre Federation account, , 
-rich is a? shew the Io - level of economic activity in the j 
smm. And yet txccdy complained that because Benue , 
dees net cotrribure much, i: still gets its due share. 
Gmnsd trim me may accept even an ignorant argument I 
frar me cu-producfrg rmes now contribute so much to ■ 
fre re-- enue of me nation. But one may hasten to ask that 
before pemrleum assumed fre dimension of Nigeria's 
ecmccic mainsray. from where did the country get all 
fre resources mar kept me ration bouyant till the discov­
ery cz fre cu? r. fre same light, even a non-expert knows 
fror oil is oct a oeretmem. net even a long-lasting i 
resource rcmmccir- The in- our oil <theirs?> runs out. 
where would Nigeria fall rack in getting substitute 
resource terns? From whose ride and skin; from whose 
rococ arc greurdru-. me mdeed ocher agricultural pro­
duce: Free fre oiZ. sm.es ?

StiZ oc a romrmam-'i rear, despite Bauchi State's

zti-oar* rerxfrz ’ Vroc has oeer fra. o'Berre State ? To 
xr cxw>o re. Bamtiri Share has ~cre o*'is ;rdigenes as 
rrec a ore-imr rerem. 'm; rffre —‘ ,'oreesJ'he

COMMENTARY_________________ \ _
military hierarchy of Nigeria? Such disadvantaged somi 
of the so-called core North (others prefer to call tz 
northern North) have not asked heavens to fall treat 
of this seeming lack of privilege. For any one section t_ 
want to divide the country on the pretext of an unit— 
revenue allocation formula based on " derivational" ar­
gument which in itself is mischievously over-blown,is 
therefore, only a reflection of selfish motivations. Nige­
ria is not just the biggest black nation on earth; it ought ta 
remain the one proof that the Black man can organist 
himself in great big formations. If the process is begian 
now to divide the country, what hopes are there everfor 
the pan-African union of our dreams? .And this in a wodi 
that is moving fast towards reunification and the elimiiu- 

 lion of national barriers. By 1992 when it is hoped than
Fsdreruionarc well-near infinite- | Third Republic will be bom in Nigeria, the Europer

- Cif ^‘e ^as!’ commcrce of the ; continent would have been well on the way to a United
and political capabilities of the I States of Europe, and the two Germanys to one nation 

Lu _.e e— determination of all is harnessed, | and the two Koreas, a united country.
men a_x me . ndmens fbrviable 21st century nationhood, n is because of this that we at Hoiline believe thitNOI 
inc ceycEd. exist And in dispassionate fact, no one can is the time to begin to tackle this problem of political 
even say of my cne stare in the Nigerian federation that instability resulting from misplaced fear of ethnic domi- 
t rrr-x.es mere r onrfv th« n,K.—i nMion nalional We believe that we canrrt

conquer these problems by pretending that they do Kt 
ThC fCC---- e n->- KnHv nrtlitij

is one problem that demands urgent and permanen



COMMENTARY__________ _____________
character should, in our mind, be reviewed.

As for some international implications of the co p 
d'etat, even without documented prove yet, it might not 
be too far-fetched to suppose that the Orkar Mutiny, even 
if executed by citizens, owes its inspiration, conception 
and sponsorship to foreign elements bent on causing 
destabilisation in Nigeria. Among the important rcsul 
of a warring or unstable Nigeria is of course, the rctaraa- 
tion of the decolonisation process in Africa and espe­
cially, the current recharged assault on the apartheid rule 
in South Africa. Not only this, Africa’s attempt to launch 
itself on the path of development in this decade of the 90s, 
would have been effectively nipped in the bud, as 
Nigeria’s developing posture and its spirited attempt at 
evolving a democracy will have been wound back by 
several decades. Of prime importance to the nation and to 
Africa is the continued existence of Nigeria as a nation 
now in genuine search of exemplary nationhood. An­
other result perhaps no less calamitous is that a lot of 
attention will also have been shifted from the more urgent 
trouble spots of the beleaguered Third world, especially 
places like Palestine for instance, where Israeli suppres­
sion and brutality arc at theirzenith, and close to a million 
Soviet Jews are billed for luxurious settlement in occu­
pied territories this year alone.

Because of the irresponsibility of the whole affair, 
therefore, we can not advocate a policy of appeasing even 
the stark unreasonable as some media may imply by i 
saying that the claims of the plotters ought to be scruti- ; 
nised further! We do not demand that one interest be 
gratified at the expense of the others. All we arc saying 
is that peace and sanity must be allowed fo prevail; that 
all these senseless coups and counter coups must stop; 
that Nigerians generally arc fed up with these coups 
especially since they have never really proved elixir to 
our problems.
The present administration in the country should take 

another hard and close look at the situation in theeou ury; 
a situation which seems to make social upheavals i icvi- 
tablc. There arc still stark evidences of corruption icrc 
and there. Several serving and ex-state chief cxecut. res 
have been indicted of glaring eases of abuse of ol ice 
while many serving and retired military officers arc 
known to lead scandalously opulent lives. The society 
itself is one with a sick social structure; with bribery and 
corruption permeating every fibre of our national life. 
These arc issues that must be addressed.

We at Hotline have unqualified belief in good govern­
ment as an antidote to civil unrests, and guided by the 
noble principles of equity and good conscience, such a 
government can never fail to carry the people along with_
it. It is only when too many people are suffering and loc= 
few people arc enjoying that a state of tension exists__
Nigeria is one country with a common suffering or— 
common joy. Each may have his respective way oS 
suffering or enjoying but the fact remains that a roscz: 
remains a roseby whatever name it is called.

approach the matter with caution and objectivity, refrain­
ing from acts of vendetta against indigenes of the so- 
called Middle Belt and the South. After all, we do not 
|?elieve that voices of a few misguided and drunken 
fellows is a true representative voice of cither their 
majority ethnic brothers or even that of their regional 
compatriots. A good example is Nigeria’s experience in 
the civil war where a few selfish Eastern elites dragged 
their fellow brothers into a war of destruction, the conse­
quences of which we still shiver to think about. Govern­
ment should realise that coup plotters in many a universal 
case, are not the true and authentic representatives or 
opinion leaders of their ethnic background or regional 
interests. Neither arc they by any stretch of imagination, 
patriots.

Hotline condemns in its entirety, the actions and 
intentions of Major Orkar and his cohorts. We arc firmly 
convinced that the dissidents were motivated by factors 
other than those of pure national interests and we arc 
particularly appalled that the reasons given for their 
dastardly act could not possibly exist in die minds of sane 
and reasonable men. We regard their purported allega­
tions as both infantile and asinine and we regard the men 
themselves as a bunch of rascals. That is why we believe 
that they must pay the full price for the gravity of their 
unfortunate and grisly action.
We shiver to think what could have befallen Nigeria had 

the coup plotters succeeded, God forbid, with their wish 
of eliminating Mr. President. Will the masses of this 
country sit and watch the flow of blood by trigger happy 
uniformed personnel? Will the military officers and even 
their civilian counterparts, especially those marked for a 
vicious attack sit and watch when brutal death knocks at 
their doors? Will those excised states simply sit and 
watch some people take away their sovereignly with a 
whim bearing an ethnic toga? Where could Nigeria have 
been today? More annoying is the plotter’s’ windy 
speeches, placing childish and over-stretched accusa­
tions that lacked the least attempt to substantiate.

Tire decision of government to bring the April 22 mu­
tineers to book in line with military ethos and discipline 
will be a highly welcome development, at least to serve 
as a lesson to those wishing to break the unity of the 
country into pieces. We wholly endorse this move not 
only because of our recognition of the fact that culprits 
and transgressors must be punished as a deterrent to 
others but also because of our unshakeable belief in the 
continued unity, peace and stability of this country. It is 
our firm conviction that no part of this country is greater 
than any other pqrt or parts and as such, no part should 
constitute itself into a threat to the rest of the 
citizcnry.And while the country is now busy looking at 
the problem of undisciplined soldiers as national security 
risks, the method of recruitment into the Nigerian Aimed 
Forces should be scrutinised and over-hauled. The pen­
chant for giving superior consideration to academic 
qualifications, beyond the more vital issue of individual
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By Bashir Bello Akko
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lodged) had light but with no functional 
air-conditioning sys­
tem; the only air-condi- 
tioncr in my room tak­
ing a new role of being a 
"sound system" that 
produces incoherent 
noise rather than some 
cool and purified air, 
when put on.
It was the day Nigeria 

was playing Zambia in 
the semi-finals of the 
last Africa Nations Cup 
at Algeria. Because we 
were on tour, we had se­
lected Ankpa as the 
nearest town to us to 
spend that night, Mon­
day 12th March, 1990. 
We were led to the “best 
hotel in town." I looked 

for the sign-board bearing this Hotel’s 
name. There was none. I asked about it 
and was told the hotel was called “San#- 
sand.” And truly, the environment was 
so sandy there couldn’t have been a 
better name. I wanted to watch our 
Super-Eagles play. But no!, "Sand­
sand” has no television set. It was time 
for dinner, and I and my colleagues were 
really hungry, but, no!, “Sand-sand” has 
no restaurant.

I moved in with my towel and tooth­
brush into the toilet for a bath and a 
brush. Of course anybody cherishing 
cleanliness and hygiene will hardly en­
joy a visit to this toi let. There was a bathe

state, in a place called sand-sand. Bc= 
cause its paint was brown, the dirt wa_ 
covered. Or at least made invisible. Twe 
completed blocks of building and twcz 
opposite ones at various stages of com­
pletion, cycled by a low wall fence, arc 
the most prominent features of the hotcL. 
Thc rooms (they call them suites) arc not, 
by hotel standards, spacious. But they 
arc self-contained. The first block, con­
taining only guest rooms, had functional 
airconditioners (or so we were told),but 
had no electricity to put them to use. The 
second block, housing the bar, a dance 
hall and only one guest room (where 11

Governor Makka: Surviving lhe miracles of Nigerian's 'Bermuda Triangle'

enough to his surprise, all the people 
were for him as sympathizers on the 
unfortunate news. This was how he'got 
to know he was no longer a commis- 
sioncrin Makka’scabinet. The firstand 
only person to know that this commis­
sioner was on the way out was Makka 
and Makka alone. Not even an aide or a 
typist knew that the commissioner was 
going, until when the news came on air 
for the citizens to know. In a political hot 
bed like Benue State, only an odd-style 

■ of administration can ensure effective 
control. For this is Benue, Nigeria’s most 
puzzling slate.

Now to my first impressions of the
10

|Mhe clouds that hovered round the 
A horizon started to clear. The pow­

erful rays of the sun had broken through 
the misty air and penetrated through the 
window louvres to announce to him that 
the morning was growing old. He 
stretched and yawned and lay flat on his 
luxury bed, gazing al the fashionable 
light hanging from the ceiling as if in it 
lied eternal salvation. Then the alarm 
clock began to ring to warn him that the 
time was going ahead of the morning’s 
eight o’clock. His right hand made for 
the noisy clock and reached out to stop 
the ringing bell. He finally came out of 

I bed and went through the rituals of the 
morning before starling r- 
late journey to the office 
to start the work of the 
day.
It was not so much of an 

eventful day, at least to a 
commissioner with his 
portfolio-going through 
the dailies, conferring 
occasionally with a few 
aides and then booking 
an appointment to see 
lhe military governor, Ll 
Sol. Fidelis Makka, fora 
■ot too important state 
matter. Meanwhile, the 
governor had just fin- 
shed going through rc- 
■orts of the misdeeds of 
nis Benue State Com- 
■issioncr and had in- C 
z^cd taken a decision to relieve him of 
_spost. The governor was not in a hurry 

announce to the state this important 
■cision and so waited till the hour of 
IDO pm. Five minutes ahead of three, 
= governor picked his casual pen and 
otc on a neat memo sheet, a press 
sasc announcing the removal of the 
—imissioncr. He summoned an aide 

gave him the sealed envelope to 
—ver to Benue State Radio for its 5 
=ck evening news bulletin.
_ he aide was leaving the government 

the commissioner was coming 
_ he government house in his chauf- 
MriVen official Car, sitting comforta-
=ic Newsmagazine, May, 1990.
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BENUE: Sketches Of A Den
Q By Bashir Bello Akko

bly at the back seat and enjoying the cozy 
warmth of a government vehicle. He 
waited to see the governor, a wailing that 
did not yield fruit. As he was sitting 
down with every air of authori ly, waiting 
to see 'Oga', the air waves were busy 
announcing his removal from the execu­
tive council.

At the end of the wait, without seeing 
the governor, he ordered his driver to 
head for ‘house’ before his lunch went 
cold. Approaching his house he noticed 
an unusual crowd forming in front of his 
home. And behold when he came close
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Crs)» the same three local governments, 
including otlicrs like Ushongo and 
Gboko, produce so much fruits, espe­
cially citrus (oranges) and mango that the 
fruit produce of dial zone alone is enough 
10 supply half die country.
Tivs, as die largest tribe of the slate, arc 

n°l only agriculturally oriented; their 
Cullural heritage. African in every re­
spect, is no doubt one of the richest in 1

I modem Nigeria. In music and dance, the ‘ 
| Tivs are perhaps second to none, espe- i 

cially when they start a near possessed 
ritual of dicir two most popular Kwagh- I I 
^andSwa/ige dances. TIicTiv woman.
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r generally beautiful and industrious on 
: the farms, and with an extra passion for 

cigars, is that typical African woman as a 
child-making machine and a domestic 
labourer.

Far away from the Tivs arc of course 
the Igalas, Benue’s second largest tribe. 
Having the largest share of sandy terrain, 
and with nature not being too kind on 
them as they remain plagued with natural 
disasters, prominent of which is soil ero­
sion, the Igalas still remain dogged 
enough to eke out a living on dicir rams 
devastated farm-lands. As yams produc­
tion is a passion in the state, no local gov­
ernment area of diese people, from the 
newly created Olamaboro to the older 
ones of Idah and Dekina, Ankpa and 
Bassa, is left out of mass agricultural 
produce. And it is not yams alone these 
local governments boast of, but in palm 
oil and palm wine produce, and of course 
die hunting of game in search of the 
bush-meat, prominent of which arc the 
grass-cutter and the antelope, the Igala 
land is unmatched by any standards. 
Next-door neighbours to the Igala’s arc 

the famous Idomas, whose manhood 
pride is in joining the armed forces. 
Being die third largest tribe in the state, 
Idomas appear to be the most tolerant 
people of state. As agricultural people in 
Benue State, yams-produclion is a com­
munal ritual with the Idomas. But be­
yond yams production is a culture of 
miscellaneous fruits and odicr foodstuff 
production. For instance, banana and 
plantain arc virtually in excess produc­

tion, pineapple and cashew are not just 
products for leisure, while palm-wine 
and garri arc no doubt in high commer­
cial supply.

But these, arc not (he only tribes of 
Benue State. And not die only foods 
Benue State produces. Smaller tribes, — 
forming the minority political factor of F 
the state arc in abundance. WiththeTivs: 
Guma and Makurdi local government 
areas share tribes of the neighbouring 
Plateau State, Katsina-Ala and Kwandc 
Ictal governments have widi them the 
overlapping Jukuns of Gongola State, 
and in fact, Kwandc even shares espe­
cially the Fulani tribes with the Camer­
oon Republic, while Vandcikya Local 
government has tribes with affinity to die 
neighbouring Cross River Slate.

The Idomas share their land most 
prominendy with the Igcdcs, a tribe so 
interwoven with Idoma that the thin line 
of separation is virtually fading out. (In 
fact, the current traditional head ofldo- 
maland, i.c. the Ochi ‘Dorna, Abraham 
Ajcnc Okpabi, is Igede by tribe.) While 
Oju L.G. area shares its land widi tribes 
of neighbouring Cross River and the 
Igbos of Anambra State. All odicr local 
governments of this area, i.c. the newly 
created Ado and die older one of 
Okpokwu, and even die more interior 
one of Oturkpo, all have with them 
friendly Igbos as indigenes of the state.
The Bassa Kumo and die Bassa-Nges 

arc the two most prominent minority 
tribes of the Igala land, although Idah and

and a water-closet (WC), but no sink for 
a brush. I took my mind away from the 
toilet and listened to the radio commen­
tary of the football match which ended 
after 10 pm. We then set out in search of 
food to cat - even i f i t were tea and bread. 
It looked like the whole of Ankpa was 
already in bed, before eleven o’clock, for 
we couldnot see any living soul on the 
streets except well armed members of 
vigilante groups that harassed us with 
embarrassing questions. We resigned to 
hunger for the night, with rumbling 
stomachs, and started a new nocturnal 
fight with man-eating mosquitoes dial all 
along had been rehearsing a parade of 
combat and a music of nuisance to the 
cars.
A memory of Ankpa is not necessarily 

(he only image of Benue State, but 
Ankpa, like many settlements in itsclass, 
typifies the true state of Benue State. 
Bordering six (6) other slates of the fed­
eration (Anambra, Cross River, Gon­
gola, Plateau, Kwara and Bendel) and 
with an international boundary with the 
Camcroun Republic, Benue Stale is a 
vantage geographical location. With 
abundant fertile land, Benue is popularly 
referred to as Nigeria’s food basket. And 
indeed Benue is an agricultural state.

The Tiv-laijd for instance, is a haven 
for yams. From Konshisha to Kwandc, 
from Guma to Gwer, from Gboko to 
Ushongo, from Vandcikya to Katsina- 
Ala, every Tiv local government area i 
gives yams cultivation a place of pride. | 
For while Makurdi, Guma and Katsina- | 
Ala local government areas double as i - 
zones of exceptional fish production j 
(courtesy of Benue and Katsina-Ala riv- , |
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tribes with neighbouring Anambra and 
Bendel States.

All these minority tribes pf Benue 
Stale, being so few individually, arc of­
ten over shadowed in Benue scheme of 
things where the majority always have 
the way and the say. Il is not that those 
smaller minority tribes arc totally insig­
nificant in Benue scheme of things, but 
the contention being more prominent 
among the three major tribes, whose in- 
tra-contcnlion as guided by the majority 
- minority syndrome, is so powerful that 
all other things lake secondary impor­
tance.

Benue State is not the only state em­
broiled with the conflict of 
minority-majority syndrome. No! al­
most all other states have similar afflic­
tion of tribal and sectional politics. What 
isolates Benue State’s ease however is 
the intensity which the conflict is often 
made to assume. For instance, its neigh­
bouring slate of Plateau has us share of 
sectional internal politics mainly be­
tween the upper and the lower tribes of 
the state. But Plateau Slate’s internal 
politics is one guided more by patriotism 
of self-development or advancement at 
the expense of one another, whereas that

tv Makurdi Stadium Complex: Moving a step forward into modernity. 
while the actual Bermuda works on mir­
acle, Benue’s situation works on the real. 
In Governor Fidelis Makka’s words, 
while addressing the state on the occa­
sion of his first year in office as Benue 
State’s Chief Executive, he stated: 
"when I was appointed the military gov­
ernor of Benue Slate, many people sym­
pathised with me. There was an ava­
lanche of advice. I was told to be mindfid 
of the Benue Triangle I wondered what 
BenucTtriangle was all about. On arri­
val at Makurdi, I noticed a triangle along 
Gboko road. So I said to myself this must 
be the dreaded triangle I have been ad­
vised to treat with caution. Later. I dis­
covered that it was not the triangular 
field that was referred to as Benue Tri­
angle, but the three major tribes in the 
state." The three major tribes being Tiv, 
Igala and Idoma respectively.
Benue State is a no-city state, compris-

Firstly. Benue is a state of abundi 
human and agricultural resources. B 
untapped resources of a state, no matt 
how buoyant, remain a wasted weak 
The internal revenue generation drivei 
the state, despite all these resources,is.1 
pitifully small that it docs not add up to 
total of forty per cent (40%) of the lot 
income of the state. Which leaves it 
slate basically with only thesubventia 
accruing from the federal govemmen 
A state in this state is indeed a state i 
misery because even the federal govern 
mem is not in a buoyant statcastorcleas

I such needed subventions when and to; 
much due.

Il is often said that most privilege. 
Benue indigenes prefer to go out of th 
state in utilising their talents orrcsoura 
instead of slaying back home and joinicj 
hands to take this potentially greatsts.' 
to enviable heights. And in so doing, tbi 
state is deprived of such valuable re*

I nuc base that can be harnessed and util­
ised for the betterment of the entirestatt 
Advancing arguments on why the stale u 
comparatively poor, some observe* 
believe that it is merely a reflection oftto 
general poverty that pervades the stn 
from the urban settlements to the axe- 

Itrysidc. They further argued that Benae 
I State is not fortunate with so manyrid 

people as indigenes like some more for­
tunate states, examples being Kano a 
Imo States where their wealthy 
genes join hands with their respccti»t 
governments in developing their soCs- 

w : an example of how 
caithy indigenes construct roads« 

schools or health centres for theirac- 
munitics, free of charge, or give gencr 
ous donations to their communities® 
governments for the overall welfare® 
their people.To a large extent this could be tnie,lc 
at times it is not just being wealthy its 
determines one’s positive contributi®B 
his state of origin. In most cases it« 
matter of the heart and the reflection cf 

! unified front and collective resolute 
i towards self-advancement. Thecas®

Niger and Bauchi slates is a goodt= 
ample where rural and urban poverty 
manifest, but out of such poverty 8= 
emerges an individual or a group 
show exceptional sacrifice toalbyC

i ........- -
‘ They gave

dchuc ouiic is u iiu-vhj au>Lv,v~...|— : wealthy 
ing of only four major towns, namely, the | 
slate capital, Makurdi, the Tiv capital, 
Gboko, the Igala capital, Idah, and the 
Idoma capital, Otukpo. The state badly 
needs a city to reach to the standard of an 
ideal state. But while the lean resources 
of the state would not allow the upgrad- 

------ --------------------- -------------- ing of a|| tou.ns [0 the status of 
of Benue State goes at least one step I cities, tribal politicsof the state is making 
ahead of this to assume a bitter rivalry itdifficult.ifnot impossible, forany state 
culminating in the suppression of one j administration to uplift one or two of 
tribe by another.---------------------------------- lowns |0 a c,ty status. Until, of

It is jokingly stated that Benue is , course, the coming of the current gover- 
Nigeria’s "Bermuda Triangle" in which nor. Lt. Col. Fidelis Makka to the state 
no matter how powerful a leader is, this who is attempting to brave all odds in 
triangle will finally subdue him: the dif- putting the state on the course of positive 
fercnee between these triangles being
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But the military part of him played its 

role and he pulled himself together to 
face the onerous task, discharging his 
assignment without fear or favour. First 
thing he did was to curtail the flow of 
mal icious pc li lions into his office. And it 
became a law that anybody found engag­
ing in baseless petition writing would 
stand dismissed provided heor she draws 
salaries from the government. To that 
extend sanity was instilled. Then die 
governor adopted a non-aligned posture 
to segments of the state. Anybody, from 
his commissioners downwards, that is 
found wanting in his duty wassummarily 
dismissed, a dismissal often heard first 
on the air like that of his commissioner 
earlier referred to in this write-up.
But what do you do with a state without 

a capital, a befiIting capital? What do you 
do to a people who allow ethnic rivalry to 
degenerate to a level of near enmity, 
which by extension constantly widens 
the gap of disunity, when unity is the 
badly needed pivot for a meaningful 
progress9 Makurdi is a state capital, but 
today Makurdi and indeed the whole of 
Benue State, cannot boast of even a 
single recognised town service taxi. If 
you arc al Makurdi, a whole state capital, 
or any part of Benue Suite you must learn 
how to move about in town without the 
comfort of a town service taxi. To com­
pound issues, there arc many places in 
town, like the G.R.A. where buses do not 
ply at all, and the few motorcycles on 
‘express’ service arc so scarce dial one 
may stay a whole day without catching a

single one. And this is not a fairy-tai 
When Makka came to Benue Sts 

Makurdi had virtually no vital townsl 
roads. Then he started with the cont 
versial fifteen kilometres dual carric 
roads, fully filled with street lights fori 
state capital. That was accomplish 
widi grumbling from some indigen 
Then came the question of commissic 
ers’ village, a sctilcmcntarca prepared 
homes to all top government function 
ics of the state, including police a 
armed forces personnel like the air ol 
ccr. Air tactical command, Makurdi, a 
the state police commissioner. But ll 
village was constructed without acc< 
roads which made living in diosc qu 
ters rather unbearable. It was a soi 
state for the beautiful edifices locked 
in an area that you reach with tears. So i 
governor awarded a contract for rcscui 
the VIPs sctdcmcnt which was und 
taken amidst loud protests from die 
who regarded it as a wastage. That v 
late October 1989.

From the commissioners’ quarters 1 
governor discovered the necessity 
open up other locked-up vital areas of 
state as well as opening up link-.roads 
divert traffic away from congested spe 
So contract was awarded for a road 
link Makurdi - Aliadc road with 
Olukpo road that passes by ‘.he po 
zonal headquarters in Makurdi. A p! 
like Radio Benue, hitherto housed 
small enclosure, and without any rca- 
ablc access road was rescued by 
governor. A contract was then nn«

to Benue State was probably one thing 
Benue State had to contend with. Makka 
came to Benue a frightened governor, al- , ; 
ready being told of die complex nature of I I 
the state as well as being warned of the ] 
devastating powers of the Benue Tri- . 
angle.

plight of the people. If the will-power is 
there, there arc enough relatively’ 
wealthy Benue indigenes that can mean­
ingfully contribute towards the general 
upliftmcnt of the state.
As the saying goes, Rome was not built 

in a day. So it would be a tall ambition to 
expect Benue to just rise up one morning 
and find in its midst cities dotted with sky 
scrappers and such other facilities that 
make a human settlement modem. 
Development in each state normally 
comes in stages, in which case the sense 
in opportunity cost becomes the best op­
tion. Bonuc people generally sec 
Makurdi as not their capital, but as a 
capital ofa state they assume they arc not 
part of. Even thcTivs who live closest to 
Makurdi still look at the town as ah alien 
human settlement unbefitting of their 
state. Any capital that is not Gboko is qot 
their Capital. In fact it is on record that 
some Benue indigenes even regard 
Makurdi as a Hausa town, having de­
rived its name from the Hausa word 
Maikudi (which was later twisted by 
non-Hausa to Makurdi.) They even went 
to the extent of tracing the origins of 
Makurdi to a Hausa settlement that 
sprung on die bank of the Benue River 
due to fishing activities and marketing 
widiin the locality.
So when in late 1988, the state govern­

ment proposed a 30 million Naira, fifteen 
kilometre dual carriage roads for 
Makurdi township to uplift its image as a 
state capital, enough protests and peti­
tions greeted the decision, that made die 
government nearly abandon the project. 
As a near-disastrous concession, similar 
projects had to be approved for all the 
three ethnic headquarters, namely 
Gboko, Idah and Otukpo at the expense 
of more laudable and pressing budget 
programmes. The state government is 
yet to fully recover from this wide deficit 
of 9 million Naira extra budgetary ex­
penditure.

The coming of Lt. Col. Fidelis Makka j
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Benue Hotel: At last a sleeping place for visitors.

befitting office vous. They indicated that building office 
complex of a radio house entails special 
constructions like the news room which 
arc often coated with sound-proof mate­
rials and heavy lighting system as well as 

, J studios that arc specially built to accom- 
• , modalc the heavy gadgets and equip­

ment normally installed in such build­
ings.
Another problem Makka found out on 

assuming office in Benue Slate was lack 
of even a single standard hotel, not just in 
the state capital, but virtually all over the 
state. The gigantic Makurdi Sheraton 
Hotel project has been abandoned for 
years at an advanced stage of comple­
tion. The proposed stale hotel was 
merely on paper with no attempt to make 
it a reality. So he commissioned the 
singer turned businessman, Bongus 
Ikwuc, to go ahead and construct a stan­
dard hotel for the state which is com­
pleted and was commissioned on the 4th 
of November, 1989. Benue Hotel is now 

| a reality in the 4-star category and placed 
under the management of Nigeria Hotels 
Limited.

Makka also found that despite Benue 
being a sporting state with a very signifi­
cant national impact in especially fool­
hall and basketball, not a single standard 
stadium exists in the state capital. And 
with international matches coming to the 
slate, the governor found the need for a 
standard stadium complex imperative. 
So he commissioned a company, Solei 
Bonch, to construct a standard stadium at 
the sports centre on College Road, 
Makurdi The complex is now virtually sited on the bank

completed and with it, the dualizationof 
the same college road to give the envi­
ronment a befitting image. It was not just 
college road that needed reconstruction, 
but even the road leading to the state 
secretariat needed a befitting rehabilita­
tion, a need translated into action by the 
award of contract to tar the road.
From public utilities, the governor also 

came to the rescue of. the prominent 
academic institutions of the state. For 
instanccrthc Federal University of Agri­
culture, Makurdi, could not move to its 
permanent site because it had no money 
to pay compensation claims on its new 
site. Makka came with a large heart and 
donated 15 million Naira to the univer­
sity which finally enabled it to settle the 
prominent compensation claims, and has 
since moved to the new site. Even the 
College of Agriculture, Yandev, was 
battling with acute accommodation 
problems for its students till Governor 
Makka came in with a 3 million Naira 
grant for the completion of its student 
hostels.

Benue is-a state without industries. In 
fact the whole state can boast of only one 
major industry, Benue Ccmdnt Com­
pany (BCC) of Gboko, at least until the 
newly established Taraku Mills, atTar- 
aku in Gwer local government. To con­
solidate the state’s share capital in BCC, 
in preparation of it££fopos£d privatisa­
tion, Governor Makka released 85 mil­
lion Naira for buying shares irr the com­
pany. Also, Governor Makka invited a 
Korean team to come and study the'pos­
sibility of setting up cottage industries 
for the stale. Negotiations are now at an 
advanced stage towards this programme.

But most importantly, an expanse of 
land off A’nkpa road was'earved out and 
is now enjoyihg fast infrastructural de­
velopment to serve as the industrial lay­
out of the state. Already, access roads 
have been constructed linking portions 
of the layout while efforts arc at ad­
vanced stage for providing the layout 
with adequate water supply and constant 
electricity, supply. Some of the incen­
tives offered to prospective investors 
arc: free lanjl and supply of all necessary 
infrastructure. Already, the governor 
had demolished the old Makurdi market

of River Benue and

awarded for a ..
and another contract for a road 

--"king the radio house w ithOtukpo road 1 
u’3s awarded, being the only link road to j 
w from the radio station.
Since Benue State was created in 1976, 

lts state capital had no befitting place for 
Public functions including national cclc- 

^05C of independence and 
-hiidren's day. On such occasions, 
aake-shifi structures would be hurriedly 
erected at Government College’s foot- 
KtU pilch, Makurdi, to serve as a tempo- 
ary public square. People arc then left to 
-ang around, standing, without shade, 
-3r as long as the event lasted.
The governor viewed such absence of a 
ublic square as a state embarrassment 

as such ordered for the construction 
- a befitting multi-purpose public 
luarc, currently in the final stages of 
■mpiction. In fact the President of the 
■lion. General Ibrahim Badamasi 
abangida was hosted to a public rcccp- 

n in the same venue, named after him 
abangida Square) during his last visit ' 
she state. Of course critics had a field J 

condemning both’ the radio and 
=)lic square projects as wasteful ven- 
=s and as examples of embezzlement 

talc resources.
—c radio house office complex, it was 
—d, was built at a cost much higher 

that of a political party office, which 
ze remains bigger than the radio 

■c office complex. But the state 
=Iy reacted, dismissing such a com- 
=>nas baseless, and as such saw it as 
=ofonly thcignorantorthcmischic-
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of fraudulent revenue collectors should 
be kept in check.

Ik

Ivith vast resources but whose revenue ■ 
drive is still not commensurate with the j 
potentials." As die governor had identi- '

achieve a reasonable measure of ethnic 
integration so dial Benue would talk with 
one voice, act with one hand and aim for 
a common goal. Even the governor 
remains "disturbed by the frequency of 
land and boundary disputes and the re­
sultant loss of lives or enmity that such 
controversies have caused between com­
munities." As the governor indicated in 
dial anniversary speech, "the main per-

ation whereby villagers have to trek 
,  , endless kilometres to fetch even the little i

Secondly, the stale needs to strive and 1 water that can keep body and soul to-
gcdicr is not a healthy one. Being one of 
the pillars of living, water to the rural 
communities should be on the priority 
list of the government.
Primary school education appears to be 

another neglected area. Most of the 
classrooms (if al all dicy exist in some 
areas) in rural primary schools arc sim­
ply a sordid sight. The buildings, often 
thatched or at best built with mud, appear 
more like sties with no silting benches or 
writing tables or even chalk and dusters 
and the likes, necessary for imparting 
knowledge. Benue Slate government 
should complement efforts of the Fed­
eral Government’s National Commis- 
sion for Primary’ Education in improving

I (he outlook of ill primary schools.
In the area of transportation, a stale 

I without a town sen-ice taxi in 20th ccn
n.Sv....... 3n ""Pardonable

,dal. If the private sector is not inlcr.
..n nnkl... LranSp 

| lauon. then tn the interim, Um sialc g 
ernment should move in. Benue Link, 

’ .—.n»tmn<nnrtni>nn... .

I even as ......... ..
there are still problems the state govern- , 
mem needs to solve Firstly is the ques- | 
lion of a revenue base which the slate i —t --------
would do well to establish. As the gov- [ State should actually take the lead in 
cmor himself pointed oul in his first rural wealth and its subsequent deve op 
anniversary speech "Benue State is . . . ment. But even in its present undcqww- I
^■ith vast resources but whose revenue I leged position, communities s,n" uauv«'» •••■ /, re
drive is still not commensurate with the , strive to greatly sacrifice and donate io | who necd tocoin inc< uUll

gr,.’ themselves the little they can af or ; 
fied "the activities of the revenue callee- I towards communal projects. Its I 
tors" as one of the inijK-diments in this ■ snoutu not wan mi tncy aiu n«.» m-.— - 1 
direction, then the appropriate organ re- i initiating projects meant for its com or i 
Crvxnc.kl/x Ire.----- ------------ It.--------- -I.---- 1-» n-- - ............ .. . .Tl.llrtr
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standard aide-de-camp (ADC), ’ embarking on self help projects by the j ,s*e(| ir) this segment of public 
c. still problems the state govern- j respective communities. If the abundant • then in the interim, the s

I resources of the state will be fully tapped 
and appropriately utilised, then Benue

rural wealth and its subsequent develop- |

should

afford

moved the traders to a new market com­
plex off Ankpa road.
Rural areas have not been left behind by 

Governor Makka’s new approach to Be­
nue State. For instance, 8 million Naira 
was released to the rural development 
agency for sinking 100 bore-holes in 
rural communities of the state. Also, 
health centres were planned and con­
structed in phases for all the local gov­
ernment headquarters and other needy 
communities of the state. The State Di- 
rcctoratcof Foods, Road and Rural Infra­
structure (DFRRI) was invigorated, its j petrators of these occurrences arc elites 
leadership changed and made more dy- , who spitefully spur the rural people to 
namic and given die task of intensifying ■ violence." There is no doubt a sense in 
projects of rural development.. Since the | what the governor stated that "no one is 
new leadership took over, all projects > justified to spill human blood over land. 
undertaken by die Stale DFRRI passed j Like what happened in a recent dislur- 
dic standard set by the Federal DFFRI, i banco between the Tiv Communities of 
particularly in areas of rural electrifies- ‘ Gwer local government and the Idomas 
lion and rural feeder roads. ! of Otukpo local government. . moui a «/»••-____

But beyond the isolationist leadership j Thirdly, the state needs to mtesify pro- | Nigeria is simply 
style of die governor in which he lacks i grammes of rural mobilisation towards i 11 .ia|jfdicprivates 
even n ci mrl-ir.l i . .............. < *nr\ .... ...,ir i,„|n rwni.vK hv the ‘ ' . -............  m

respective communities. If the abundant > (hen in we ™>,uicstatUgOv 
resourcesofdie state will be fully tapped ! c|,nu|{| move in. Benue Lint

j die state’s mass transport agency sho|JT’ 
purchase and commission a few

1 "own service lax.s. wh.lc the 
government enters into a gradual 
tialions with some wealthy state 
1 . ___ .w. I ini-mivincczl th.....

themselves the hide they can afford ; "c^(1 fr0 lhc sector to later take^y^ 
towards communal projects, in. ,ffl pie government. If necessary
should not wait till they are rich’ before | cninlcnt can dangle some inccnt’iv 

„  I t those who may pioneer lhls «
In Benue Slate, waler is a major prob- | ,n lhc private sector. Of pr°-

lent m almost all the rural areas. A situ- Bcn„c people• shoo not forget hc ^e.
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I 'ntc''' b3S pr,,bab'y wi,nc«=d as »

! In ?csi serving m,l,,ary8ovcrnor nr U’c 
l°ni’ who n ll*’ks- has fo""d a w lhc 

•34 ; 1 4aU'„.. the ho"5- 1*>"'<"’B he wn*?5' "f
' ‘“"I: hon/on of Ni8"O"’s b'''’0'<r 

' i ‘".,buic how long he will rem.„'
Ti"' 'hc middle bell w1U„),', '".h,s 
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