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15other people, shooting sporad
cally as they tried to escape, poli
said. Three of the robbers were-­
killed inthe incident. (Reuters)

ROBBERS killed at least 30 peo­
-ple as they attacked a van carrying
cash in Anambra State, police said
yesterday.

About a dozen armed robbers
in three vehicles opened fire on the
van, which was travelling late on
Monday from the town of Onit­
sha, and made away with a large
amount of money, police said.

"They also attacked three pas­
senger buses at the same point
killing about 30 people ... includ­
ing three policemen, a soldier and
three pregnant women;' Anambra
state police spokesman Felix Agbo

Robbers kill 30 in bullion van raid

a reliable source.
Similarly, in the militants'

efforts to avenge their colleagues'
misfortune and probably to res­
cue the arrested ones from JTF
custody, a reprisal attack was car­
ried out by the same group yes­
terday, in three speed boats. The
attack was thwarted by the troops
of the security out-fit. The mili­
tants fled with various degrees of
injuries. No soldier was injured
or killed, the JTF said.

In a related development,
(JTF) has denied any knowledge
of an alleged attack on a Turkish
operated supply vessel about 50
nautical miles off Onne Port, near
Port Harcourt.

Col. Abubakar told our corre­
spondent over the phone that" we
are not aware of the occurrence.
of any such incident around the
area in question. As a matter of
fact, when we got wind of it from
unverified sources, we spread our
tentacles wide by detailing our
men to comb the area:'

a TWO suspected militants have been
killed while three have been arrested
during a clash with the Joint Task
Force in Degema local government
area of Rivers state.

The militant group that was
crushed by the JTF was led by a self­
acclaimed repentant militant leader
from Rivers State . In the ensuing
battle, they were overpowered and
forced to retreat. Those arrested
are Dasobobo Dawan, P~hibo
Georgewill and Emi Alaibo ..

C-onfirming the attack, the
Coordinator, Joint Media Cam­
paign Centre, Colonel Rabe Abu­
bakar, said the attackers were from
the camp of a prominent repentant­
militant leader in the region. This
fact emerged after the three captured
militants confessed during question­
ing that they were sent to carry out
attacks on innocent prominent per­
sonalities and JTF men deployed in
the area, when they were intercepted
following credible information from
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JTF kills two militants,
unaware of attack on
Turkish vessel

Akpoteghor I.Mathew pleaded with
the committee to come to the res­
cue of the people who have worked
for the country and have not been
paid their benefit for the past five
years. He said that they lost 180out
of the 5000 pensioners of the com­
pany since they were compulsorily
retired following the privatization of
the company in 2005.

"The company has been operat­
ing for 20 to 25 years, so it should
be able to pay. Responding to the
pensioners, Senator Chukwumerije
assured them that the senate would
do everything within it might to
ensure they get justice.

PENSIONERS of the beleaguered
Delta Steel Company yester­
day took their grievances to the
National Assembly demanding
t payment of their 45 months
arrears by the Federal government.

The protesters in their hun­
dreds and dressed inblack attires
and red headscarf blocked the
entrance to the National Assembly
Complex chanting solidarity songs
and vowed to remain on the street
until their demands are met.

Leader of the group Comrade
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Delta Steel Coy pensioners take
protest to N/Assembly

mittee"
He said that it was "normal­

any person can be detained. And
I am not above any constituted
authority. I am a common citi­
zen as you. Even yourself if you
go now and make a complaint
against me, I would be invited to
come and say my own part:'

BUSINESS mogul, Alhaji
Aliko Dangote yesterday denied
being detained by the-Economic
and Financial Crimes Commis­
sion (EFCC) over the alleged AP
share prices manipulation but
confirmed he was interrogated
by the anti-graft agency.

Dangote in a chat with report­
ers at the National Assembly said
"I was questioned by the Eco­
nomic and fmancial Crimes com­
mission (EFCC) on Tuesday but
I was not detained as reported in
some papers".

He said: "You have to know
that I have been in business for 31
years and I have been taught how
to respect constituted authority
and that is why I have to show up
this morning despite my having a
running stomach, this is to show
you the respect I have for the com-
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I was never detained
-Dang-ote

Aliyu Wadada (PDP, Nassarawa
State) had before calling off the
probe, dismissed representatives
of AP PIc and other representa­
tives of banks, insrsting that their
principals must be 1 esent.

He however alle ed Mr.

Eugene Anenih who saicr-c:~0~n~-,---:::==::;~~~~-fo:;:;:::=:;:=::;~~~~~7~~~;:==i=5?::-:1trary to the allegations of SI

price manipulation against his
company which has earned it a
suspension by the Securities and
Exchange Comrnissid , it was
Otedola who had all along been
involved in share price manipu­
lation.

There was heated exchange
between Nova officials and the
Representative of AP PIc, Barr.
I.D. Idigbe, midway into the sub­
mission of NOVA to the Com­
mittee, as ldigbe told the Com­
mittee to stop NOVA from fur­
ther maligning the reputation of
Otedola.

THE House of Representa­
tives Committee on Capital Mar­
ket yesterday threatened to arrest
business mogul and Chairman
of African Petroleum, Mr. Femi
Otedola over his failure to honour
the committee's invitation.

The Committee is investigating
the alleged manipulation of share
prices of African Petroleum PIc,
and invited Otedola among others.

Aides to the Chairman of Afri­
can Petroleum told Daily Trust in
Lagos that he was not invited by
the House.

The aides in a telephone 'con­
versation in Lagos said it was
only Alhaji Aliko Dangote and
Nova Finance managing director
Eugene Anenih that were invited.

The Chairman of the Commit­
tee on Capital Market, Rep Ahmed
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Reps threaten to arrest Otedola over
~~APshare scandal
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