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What a wonderful project! It is ideal for beginners as well as
professionals. The game of scrabble, though intellectual, has
lots of technicalities — balancing of rack, getting hooks,
forming the right words from tiles available, etc. This book
is a channel with which others can benefit from the wealth of
knowledge and experience of Ben Quickpen who emerged
10" at the World Scrabble Championship in Goa, India. This
book is a must-have for every scrabble player.

- Sir Braveman Wodi,
Director of Sports
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without equivocation that Pyramids is one of its kind!
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to-understand fashion and a worthwhile read even for pros.
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This book is a must read for all Scrabble learners and
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African Scrabble Champion, 2023,
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Pyramids is an invaluable resource for Scrabble players
looking to elevate their game to championship levels. This
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fundamentals with clear illustrations and helpful tips.
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PREFACE

PYRAMIDS was borne five years ago. | had just returned
from the World Scrabble Championships in Goa, India, in
2019, where | represented Nigeria and was placed 10"
position out of 135 players selected from 29 English
speaking countries, with Nigeria winning the Best Country
Trophy for the second time.

10" position on the one hand was exhilarating for me, but on
the other hand | thought I should have done better if | had
more knowledge. From then on | nursed an overwhelming
desire to be perfect in the game of Scrabble — to know every
word. “l want to be like Nigel Richards”, I thought to myself.

Nigel Richards is 3 times World Scrabble champion and was
the eventual Winner in that championship in India. He seems
to know every single word in the Dictionary! His dexterity
and vocabulary is top notch.

| started to compile PYRAMIDS on my return from India. |
am a perfectionist and | wanted that for me and the students |
taught at that time.

This book is in different parts or volumes. The first Volume
deals with two and three letter words, their anagrams, back
and front hooks etc, and like a crescendo it ascends to longer
words in subsequent volumes.
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INTRODUCTION
TO SCRABBLE

Scrabble was invented by Alfred Mosher Butts, an American
architect in 1938, Poughkeepsie, New York, USA. It is a
word game played by two to four players scoring points by
placing tiles — each bearing a single letter — on a game board
of 225 squares. The goal of scrabble is to earn the highest
score by the end of the game.

There are 100 tiles in a scrabble game. There are 98 tiles
with letters of the alphabet and two blank tiles. The letter
tiles have score values indicated by the number at the bottom
right of the letter, while there are two blank tiles which has
no score value and can be used as any letter of the alphabets
as preferred by a player. It is important also to know how
many of each letter tiles are in a game of scrabble.

The table below gives their respective point values and their
total number.



Ay - 9 Tiles | Kg------- 1 Tile Up ----eeee- 4 Tiles
Bj -------- 2 Tiles | Lj--—--—--- 4 Tiles | V4-----—-- 2 Tiles
Cz --—------ 2 Tiles | Mg -------- 2 Tiles | Wy -------- 2 Tiles
D, ------- 4 Tiles | Ny -------- 6 Tiles | Xg --------- 1 Tile
Ey-——--- 12 Tiles | Oy -------- 8 Tiles | Y4-------—-- 2 Tiles
Fgq---n---- 2 Tiles | P3-------- 2Tiles | Zyg-------- 1 Tile
Gy ------- 3 Tiles | Qqo------ 1 Tile Blank, ---- 2 Tiles
Hy ------- 2 Tiles | Ry ------- 6 Tiles

Iy ===mmm- 9 Tiles Sy === 4 Tiles

Jg ------- 1 Tile Ty ------- 6 Tiles

TOTAL 98 + 2 Blank tiles = 100 Tiles

The board is marked with squares which multiply the
numbers of point awarded. There are “triple word” squares
in red, “triple letter” squares in deep blue, “double word”

squares in pink and “double letter” squares in sky blue. On
these squares, players can place letters and score.




Figure 1: A pictorial scrabble board
GAME PLAY:

The player that goes first or plays first picks seven tiles
without looking into the bag, sets them on a rack and place a
word on the board with at least one of the letters of that word
touching the centre star in the scrabble board. After playing
or placing a word, the player then picks the exact number of
tiles he had played from the bag, completing his turn. Player
2 plays and on it goes till all 100 tiles are out.



The letters placed in a single turn must all be in a single
horizontal or vertical row. Each play is done by tacking or
adding letters already played on the board with no gaps.
Always keep 7 tiles on each rack unless there are less than 7
tiles in the bag.

A “challenge” is made when a player plays a word and the
opponent wants to prove the validity of that word by
checking. A dictionary, scrabble word checker in phones,
computers — (mostly used in tournaments) etc, are used to
check. If the play is acceptable  play continues,
with the player taking extra points, but if the play is
unacceptable, E3 the player takes his letters off the board
and loses a turn. A “Bingo” or a “premium” (The equivalent
of a homerun in Baseball) is a play in which a player puts all
seven tiles on the board in a single move and gets a bonus
score or marks of 50 points.

Now scrabble has different dictionaries for different versions.
So for English Speaking countries, the CSW 2021 dictionary
is currently being used. So in volume 1 of “pyramids” we
shall study all two and three letter words because they form
the bedrock of the game. Two and three letter words help
players to connect words and score. We will show their
anagrams, front and back hooks, indicating straight words
and words that do not take a S.



Talking about hooks, a “hook™ in scrabble is a letter tacked
onto an existing word, forming a new word. A letter that is
added to the beginning of a word is called a “front hook”
example TAB — STAB, - S is added to TAB and it becomes
STAB, NAKED - SNAKED, S is added to NAKED and it
becomes SNAKED.

While a “back hook™ is a letter that 1s added to the end of a
word to form another word. Example BUS — BUSY, -Y is
added to BUS and it forms a new word BUSY; CAN —
CANE, an E is added to CAN and it forms a new word
CANE.

MORE EXAMPLES FROM PYRAMIDS:

The first word in this book is AA, a two letter word. A
player can only add B,C,F and M to it as a front hook
forming BAA, CAA, FAA and MAA. Any other letter
except (B,C,F,M) becomes a “chaff” an unacceptable play,
so a player loses a turn if the opponent challenges. AA also
has back hooks of (H,L,S) and so players can play AAH,
AAL and AAS, any other letter added as a back hook
becomes a “chaff” an unacceptable play and a player loses a
turn.



S ||
DOUBLE ‘ |
w
ORE | sc

Figure 2: Pictorial illustration of front and back hook of AA

PLEASE TAKE NOTE

Asterisk (*) stands for letters that do not take a “S”. While ( )
is use to show letters that come in front of a word. D IS
use to show words that the letter takes behind. A is used

to indicate words that have a direct ““s”.






A WORDS (16 Words)

AA AB AD AE* | AG | AH | Al AL
AM AN AR AS AT | AW | AX | AY
. ‘-AA(H, L, S) c *=AB(A, B, S,Y)
. D [ BA] AB forms CAB,
c - DAD, FAB,
M || AAfomsBAA CAA FAA || S
KAB, LAB,
and MAA as front hooks ] NAB. SAB
and forms AAH, AAL and TAB ar’1d WA,B
AAS as back hooks K
L as front hooks,
and forms ABA,
N STW ABB, ABS and
ABY as back
hooks.
5 |AD(D,0,52) B |TAE*
C [ DA] D [ EA ]
D F*
F G
G H
H K
L M
M PRSTWY N STVWY




10

B [™ AG(ae0s) A |[TAHG@,is)
C B [ HA]
D D
F F
G H
H L
J N |
L P RY
M NRSTVWYZ ’
3 [®Al@dlmnrst) A |®AL(ab.eflpstu)
K B [ LA]
R C
S D
T G
W M
P
S
B [™AM(ae,ip,u) B [*™AN(ade,insty)
C [ MA] C NA]
D D |
G E
H F
J G
K H
L MNPRSTY M
N PRSTVW




*=AR(b,c,d.e,fkm,sty)

*=AS(h,k,p,s)

B A
C B
E D
F E
G F
J G
L H
M OPSTVWY K
L MNPRTVWYZ
B [™AT(est) c |[*™AW(aek,ln)
C TA D
E F
F G
G H
H J
K K
L L
M NOPQRSTVW M
N PRSTVWY

11



Ns<-—HdHwxmovZrm

=AX(e)

12

*AY (e,5,u)

B

C YA

D

F

G

H

J

K

L

M NPRSTWY ]




B WORDS (5 WORDS)
BA BE | BI | BO [ BY

*=BA(a,c,d,e,qg,h,I,m,n,0,p,rsty)

O -BE(dyeigylin!Sltlin)
| ~e]

“BI(b,d,g,n,0,,t,2) 0 *=B0(a,b,d,g,h,i,k,n,0,p,rs,t,w,x,y)

o2

*=BY(e,s)

NB:

C WORD (1 WORD)

“C” goes with only ‘h’ as a two letter word, ie CH.

oO—mp>»

*=CH(a,e,i)

13



D WORDS (4 WORDYS)

DA | DE Dl DO

«=DA(b,d,e,g,hkl,mnp,swy)

| o]

*DE(b,e f,g,i,l,n,p,v,W,x,y)
0 ED

DI(b,d,e,f,g,m,n,p,s,tVv,)

o]

A *DO(b,c,d.e f,g,h,l,m,n,0p,rstwxy)
U [ OD]

14



E WORDS (13 WORDYS)

15

STz

‘

EA ED | EE EF EH | EL | EM
EN ER | ES ET EW | EX
K [®EA(rstu) [ g [*ED(h,s) 5 *EF(fst)
L [AE*] F [DE] K [FE]
P G N
S K R
T L T
Y M
z N
P RSTWXZ ]
£ |™EH() 5 |TEL@fkImsY
H [ HE ] C
M D
P E
R G
Y M




£ |*™EM(e0,s,u) B [TEN(degs)
G [ ME] D [ NE]
H E
M F
R G
W H
K
M PRSTWYZ |
e [®™ER@efgkmnrs) | g [®™ES(s1)
G [ RE F
H H
P M
S 0
Y P
R
T
Y
B ["ET(ah) D ["EW(ekK1)
F [ TE] E [ WE]
G F
H H
J L
K M
L N
M p |
N PRSTVWY ] R STY

[EY
(op]
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F WORDS (3 WORDYS)
FA FE | FY

FA(a,b,d.e,g,h,np,rstwxy) FE(deghmnrstuwyz) FY*
=]

G WORDS (3 WORDS)

Gl GO GU

Gl(b,d.e,f,g,n,0,p,5t) *=GO(a,b,d,e,n,0,r,s,t,v,x)

< m>»

GU(b.el,m,n,p,rstv,y)

[ ve]

18



H WORDS (5 WORDS)
HA HE HI HM HO

*=HA d,e,g,h,j,m,n,0,p,s,t,w,y) C "HE(h,m,n,p,r,s,t,w,x,y)

A
C [AH S [EH]
S T

W

A [®Hl(cdemnps;t) o |*HM*(m)
C

G

K

P

M [*™HO(a,b,c,d,e,g,h,i,m,n,0,p,5,t,W,x,y)

O [OH]

P

R

S

.

w

Z

19



| WORDS (6 WORDYS)

ID IF IN 10 IS IT
A [*™ID(e)y) D [*™IF(fs) | A [*™IN(g.kn,s)
B [ DI ] G B
C K D
D R F
F S G
G H
H J
K K
L MNRTV L

P QRSTVWYZ

®10(ns) | o |*™1S(h,m,0) A *IT(@ys)
[OI] B [SI] B [TI]

C C

D D

G F

H G

K H

L K

M L NPRSTWZ

N OPQSTVWX

20



J WORDS (2 WORDYS)

JA(b,g,i,k,m,p,r,.w,y)

JA

JO

JO(b,e,g,l,r,twy)

K WORDS (4 WORDS)

KA

Kl

KO KY

A [TKA(Dbefikmstw,y)

S -Kl(duflnap’rislt)

KO(a,b,i,n,p,r,s,w)

[ ox]

*=KY*(e,u)

21



L WORDS (3 WORDYS)
LA LI [ LO

*=_A(b,c,d,g,h,m,p,rs,t,v,w,x,y) LI(b,d,e,g,n,p,s,t)
|~

LO(b,d,g,0,p,r,s,t,u,w,X,y)
L

M WORDS (7 WORDS)
MA ME [ MI [ MM | MO | MU | MY

A *=MA(a,c,d,eg,k,lm,n,p,rs,twxy)
o | [ av]

*=ME

*=MI(b,c,d,g,I,m,rsx,2)
[ EM

d,e,g,h,I,m,n,s,t,u,w)

cm>»

22



= MM*(m) E *=MO(a,b,c,d,e,g,i,l,m,n,0,p,rstuw,y,z)

[ o]

czzT

m

A *™MU(d,g,m,n,s,t,X) MY*(c)
[ UM

N WORDS (5 WORDS)
NA NE [ NO | NU [ NY

* NE(b,d,e,f,g,k,p,t,w)

A [ NA(b.e,ghmnpstvwy)
o]

M [AN]

com>»

€= NO(b,d,g,h,m,n,o,r,s,t,w,x,y) G *=NU(b,g,n,r,s,t)

o] ]

23



*=NY(e,m,s)

w O >

O WORDS (17 WORDS)

OB OD | OE | OF OH | Ol | OK | OM | ON
0]0) OpP | OR | OS OuU |OW | OX | OY

*0B(a,6,i,0,5)

]

*=0D(a,d,e,s)

[ o0]

*=0OE(s)

FXCIOTUO®
TZZrIOUO®

S<H4TZTeIOTO

MNRSY RSTY

24



5 |=OF (D 5 [=OH(m,09) B |=OI(Kkls)
o D [Ho] H [lo]
W F K
H M
N p
0]
P
S
B [*OK(a.) D ["OM(as) | g |*™ON(e,0sy)
2l[xo] | n|[wo] |<| [no]
W M D
Y N E
@] F
P G
R H
S TVY |
K MNOSTWY]
g = OP@est) B *=0R(a,b,c,d,e,f,g,s,t)
C [PO] C
D D
F F
H G
K J
L K
M L
O PSTW M NOTV

N
(6]



€= 0S(e)

B F *=0ou(d,k,p,r,s,t)
C [ SO] L
D M
G S
H Y
|
K
L MNOPSWZ ]
B [*™OW(e,ln,t) B =0X(0,y)
C [ WO] C
D D
H F
J G
K H
L L
M N
N PRSTVWY ] P svw
B «=0Y(e,s)
C [ YO]
D
F
H
J
L MNST |

26



P WORDS (4 WORDS)
PA PE | PI PO

= PA(c,d,hk,I,m,n,p,rstv,wxXy)

A "PE(a,c,d,e,g,h,I,n,p,r,s,t,w) Pl(a,c,e,g,n,p,rs,t,u,x)

* PO(a,d,h,i,l,m,0,p,s,t,w,x,z)
U [ op ]

Q WORDS (1 WORD)

NB: QI isthe ONLY 2 LETTER WORD FOR Q

Ql(n.s)

27



NB:

R WORDS (1 WORD)

RE IS THE ONLY 2 LETTER WORD

CcC oo —m>»

*=RE(b,c,de,f,g,h,imn,o,p,stVv,wxz)

=)

S WORDS (4 WORDS)

SH Si SO

ST

* SH(a,e,h,0,y)

o]

p =Sl(b,cf,g,kmn,p,rstx)

*=s0(b,c,d,g,h,I,m,n,p,s,t,u,v,w,x,y,z)

[ os]

28
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T WORDS (4 WORDS)

TA TE Tl TO

E *=TA(b,d.e,g,i,j,k,m,n,0,p,rs,t,u,v,w,x,y)

|| AT]

A |° TE@cdefglnstwx)
@] [ ET

Tl(c,d,e,g,k,1,n,p,s,t,X,2)
)

TO(c,d,e,g,m,n,0,p,r,t,w,y)

29



U WORDS (8 WORDS)

[

ZZIreIOTO®

PRST

<=»®W T OIO®GIO

30

WU OoOZrOTMO®

uG UH UM UN UP UR us uT
B [™ UG(hs) D [ UH* B [*™UM(e,m,p,s,u)
D [ GU] H C MU]
F P D
H F
J G
L H
M L
N M
P RSTVY R STVY
= UN(i,s) = UP(0,s) *=UR*(b,d,e,n,p)




= US(e) *=UT(a,e,s,u)

B B
G C
J G
M H
N J
O M
P N
S O
w p
Y R
T
W WORDS (2 WORDYS)
WE WO

A = WE(b,d,e,m,n,t,x,y) T = \WO(e,fk,n,0,p,stwx)
ity B
O

31



X WORDS (2 WORDS)

Xl XU

X1(s) XU*

Y WORDS (4 WORDS)

YA YE YO YU

b = YA(d,eg,hkm,p,rswy) A *=YE(a,h,n,p,r,stw,x,z)
R [AY] B
D
E
H
K
L
N
0]
P RSTW
YO(b,d,k,m,n,u,w) A ["YU(g.km,p,s)
o] <
R

32



Z \WORDS (3 WORDS)

ZA ZE Z0

ZA(9,p,S.X)

ZE(a,d,e,k,1,n,p,x)

= Z0(a,l,0,8)

33






A WORDS (94 WORDYS)

w* "AAHE) [ B [*AAL) [ g |*AAs [ |TABA(cs)
(o] | o PEE C | [oma]
K* F Y
P KA
T M
ABB(a,e,9) c | €ABs B [™ABY(es)
D || BAS G {BAY}
F SAB
G
J
K
L
N
S
T
W
b | ACE®@rs) 5 |"ACH(eY) £ [*™ACT(as)
F E [CHAJ P [CAT]
L G T
M M
P N
R R
T T

35



w | FADD(s,y) D |<ADO(S) 5 |™ADS
DAD] F [ODA} C || DAS
S D || SAD
F
G
H
L
M RNPRSTWY ]
ADZ(e) 5 | TAFF(y) B |TAFT*
C D [FAT}
D H
F R
G S
H NRWY w
G MAGA(rs) [ ¢ *AGE(d,e,n,r,s) Kk |TAGO*(gn)
] G [GAE} S [GOA}
N M
R P
S R
S
w
Y

36



37

B | AGS H |"AHA* AHI(s)
C GAS M [ AAH]
D || SAG T
F
G
H
] LMNRSTVWYZ ’
A [TAHS R |TAIA®) c [TAID(@e.s)
D || ASH G
F || HAS K
H || SHA L
L M
P P
R Q
Y R
S
W



B =AlL(s) K = AIM(s) C “=AIN(e,s)
F M {AMI] F {ANI}
34 S G
M
N L
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B = UKE(s) D e=ULE(s,X) L =ULU(s)
C [ EUK ] G { LEU} P
D KUE H S
J M z
L P
N R
P T
Y Y
£ |[*™UME(s) v | =UMM*(a) B |™UMP(hsy)
R EMU [ MUM} D
MEU G
H
J
L MPRSTY
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B |™UMS M “=UMU(s) M «=UNI(s,t)
c || Mus S
E || SUM
G
H
L |
M RSTV
B |*™UNS UPO*(n) c |[=UPS(y)
D NUS OUP] D || PUS
F {SUN G || sup
G H
H 0
L P
M NPRST S TY
B *=URB(s) B |™URD(esy) c «=URE(a,s)
C BRU C RUD D RUE
BUR N |
RUB S ]
T L
M
P
S
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B |*™URN() B |*™URP(5) £ [™USE(d,rs)
C NUR R [PUR} M [SUE]
D RUN R
G
o)
T
K ["™UTA() B |"UTEG) [ g |[*UTsS
o) [TAU} C C

J G

L H

M J

M NOPRT
K [CUTUGs) UVA(e,S)
T [VAU}
V WORDS (32 WORDS)

VAC(s) U | VAE(s) VAG(i,s) VAN(e,g,s,t)

ke
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VAR(a,e,s,y) A «\/AS(a,e,t) VAT(s,u) VAU(s,t)
[ RAV } KA [ SAV} [ TAV [ UVA]
U
VAV(s) VAW(s) VAX VEE(p,r,s) VEG*(a,0)
[ EVE]
E [*™VET(0s) VEX(t) VIA(e,l,s) A |*VID(s)
[ DIV ]
VIE(d,r,s,w) VIG(a,s) VIM(s) VIN(a,e,0,s,t,y)
VIS(a,e) VLY E [*VOE(s) VOG(s)
[ EVO [ GOV}
VOL(a,gk,s,t) VOM(s) VOR(s) A =\/OW(s)
VOX VUG(g,h,s) 0 = \/UM(s)

[ GUV]
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W WORDS (46 WORDYS)

s |*™WAB(s) s |[™WAD(de,isty) T |["=WAE(s
|: DAW:| |: AWE

s [*™WAG(e.s) WAI(d,f,1,n,r.s,t)
[GAW

H ["WAN(d,e,gksty) s [=WAP(s)
S || AWN [PAW]
NAW*
WAR(b,d,e,k,m,n,p,s,ty) T =\WAS(e,h,m,p,t)
RAW] [ SAW}
S =WAT(e,st) WAW(ae,ls) WAX(Y)
T || TAW
TWA
A ["WAY(s) WAZ(2) WEB(s) A [TWED(s)
S [YAW} o || PEW
T
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EEW
T | EWE

w

A [TWEE(dk,Imnp,rst) WEMjb,s) WENja,d,s,t)

[ MEW [ NEW

WET(a,s) WEX(e) S =\WEYs) WHA*(e,m,p,t)
EWT WYE [ HAW
TEW YEW

WHO*@amp,tw)  WHY(S) s ["WIG()

[ HOW] T
T ["WIN(d.e,g.kn08yY) | [=WIS(e,hpsit)

Y
T =\\IT(e,h,s) S -=\WIZ WOE(s)
[ OWE}

WOF(s) WOK(g,s) WON(k,s,t) WOO(d,fl,n,s,t)

[ KOwW NOW
OWN
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S =\WOP(s) T =\\/OS(t) S =\\/OT(s)
[POW] [sow] owT
TOW
TWO
WOW(f,s) WOX | o [™WRY WUD(s,u)
WUS(s) wuz WYE(s WYN(d,n,s)
[YEW

= XED*
E [ DEX]

X' WORDS (2 WORDS)

A

= XIS

o ]

D [T YAD(s)
[DAY]

Y WORDS (36 WORDS)

YAE*

AYE
YEA
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=Y AH(S)
[ HAY T

Z >




K ["YAK() L & YAMs) YAP(p,s)
[ KAY [ MAY PAY
PYA
K *=YAR*(d,ek,n,r) EA =YAS YAW(I,n,p,s,y)
ARY NA || AYS [WAY}
RAY P SAY
RYA R
YAY(s) YEA(d,h,n,r,s) YEH* E *=YEN(s)
AYE HEY H [ NYE
YAE* HYE S
YEP(s) D ["YER*(dk) A [=YES(KD)
[ PYE] E [ RYE] B SEY
o) D SYE
T E
H
K
L NOPRSTW |
p [MYET*(i) YEW(s YEX [ o [™YEZ
{ TYE WEY
WYE
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YGO*(e) A |™YING) YIP(e,s) YOB(s)
P [Bovj
T
YOD(e,h,s) YOK(g,s) YOM*(p) YON*(d,i,t)
[DOY] [MOY} [NOY
ONY

YOU(k,r,s)  YOWC(els) YUG(as) YUK(e,0,s,y)
[ GUY } [ KYU }

YUM*(p) YUP(s) A *=YUS
[PUY] K
R

Z WORDS (24 WORDS)

ZAG(s) ZAP(s) ZAS ZAX ZEA(s)
[SAZ}

ZED(a,s) ®ZEE(S) ZEK(9) ZEL(9)
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ZEN(s) ZEP(s) ZEX 5 = 7ZHO(s)
ZIG(s) ZIN(ce,0,5)  ZIP(s) ZIT(e,i,s) Z1Z(2)
[ TIZ ]
ZOA ZOL(s) zoomnst) [ |"zos
[ AZO] [ SOZ]
zZuz ZZZ(s)
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