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Kaduna kidnappiné: Abductors
- demand N20 million—Police

‘From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna [

Mrs Julie Ann Mulligan, in Kaduna last Thursday |
have demanded for a ransom of N20 million before |
she is released but the police are still holding dialoguing |
with them, Kaduna State Police Commissioner, Alhaji Tambari |

Yabo Mohammed said yesterday.
Addressing a press conference at the police
headquarters, the commissioner said the kidnappers initially

asked for N100 million. He added that they were using the |

GSM telephone which they had earlier collected from Moses
Kadeer, the person who was with Mrs Mulligan when she
was kidnapped. According to him, Mrs Mulligan is a

Rotarian who came to Kaduna on April 15 with four other |

Canadians on a group study exchange programme under
the auspices of Rotary International Club.- “The team had
been to Kano and Katsina states before arriving Kaduna
and were expected to proceed to Jos thereafter?” the
commissioner said.

Thekidmppers?hoabducted a45 year old Canadian, |

Alhaji Tambari blamed the local chapter of Rotary club |

for not intimating the police about the coming of the |

Canadians. He said that whenever foreign nationals are
coming, the police are usually informed and they make
necessary security arrangements for them. He recalled that
when Reihand Bonke, a renowned Christian preacher came
to Kaduna the police provided his security throughout his
stay in the state. The police chief berated the Rotarians for
hosting the visiting Canadians in Kenfeli Hotel where there
is no adequate security. “On a general note, we have a duty
to provide security to all citizens, by providing patrols to
all places”, he said, adding that crimes are inevitable as
they happen in every society. The police, he further said,
have been working closely with the State Security Service
who have rendered undercover information, since the
kidnapping occurred. The command has also mounted
surveillance at hotels, relaxation spots and uncompleted
buildings, he also said, adding that the police has also
mounted road blocks for all vehicles moving in and out of
Kaduna. Alhaji Tambari called on the general public to be
on the look out and render useful information to state
police command on these GSM lines: 08037241645;
08037018210, 08036527850, 08023844401, 08035892182,
08023099401 He also dispelled the rumour that an Egyptian
was also kidnapped yesterday, describing it as a wicked
and malicious rumour. =

Two suspected thieves pleg after
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ir arr tréiAra ; Garki, Abuja for allegedly robbing a woman at gun point.

Pic: Kennedy Egbonodje.

Mixed reactions trail installation of CCTV in NASS

By Tashikalmah Hallah, Abdul-Rahaman Abubakar &
Nasidi A. Yahaya '

enators and Members
of the House of Repre-

South) said, “if you notice
very recently the National

sentatives yesterday
expressed their reservation
over the installation of Close
Circuit Cameras (CCTV) in
their respective offices fear-
ing that the cameras were a
ploy to bug them. The CCTV
were recently installed in of-
fices of chairmen of commit-
tees in the Senate while each
office in the new wing of the
House of Representatives
was furnished with security
device with an intent to moni-
tor the influx of visitors in
their respective offices. Con-
tract for the furnishing of
MPs offices in the House of
Representatives became
controversial in November
last year, when some MPs
alleged that the contract was
inflated. The controversy
led to the suspension of an
MP, Rep Independence
Ogunewe in February this
year. But some MPs who
spoke to Daily Trust on the
installation of the cameras
expressed different opinions
on the desirability or other-
wise of the CCTV. While this
was seen as a good gesture
on the part of leadership of
the National Assembly to
further help secure the lives
of the law makers some of
them are not quite happy
with the development. Chair-
man Senate committee on
Services, Senator Humphrey
Henshaw (PDP, Cross River

Assembly has become po-
rous security wise, we have
a situation whereby people
just come in any how with-
out having appointment to
see Senators but they will
just hang around the corri-
dors and as soon as they see
any Senator passing by they
will block him and start to beg
for money.

FG cuts salaries of

head of the expected
recommendation on
salary reduction

from the Revenue Mobili-
sation, Allocation and Fiscal
Commission (RMAFC), the
Federal Government has cut
the monthly remuneration of
all political and public office
holders in the Executive Arm
of government at the federal
level by 20% effective from
April 2009.

President Umar Yar’adua
in February wrote to RMAFC
to slash the salary of public
office holders because of the
dwindling revenue base of
the government and the cur-

rent global economic melt- -

down. But a source at
RMAFC told Daily Trust
yesterday that “the commis-
sion is still working on the
pay cut.”

An online intelligence
publication, Economic Con-
Jidential said it got a presi-
dency document at the weck-
end, where the 20 percent pay

By Jibrin Abubakarar &
Idris Ahmed
cut directive was given.”The
new directive affects the
salaries and allowances of
ministers, Special Advisers,
chief executives and chair-
men and members of consti-
tutional bodies mentioned in
the Certain Political, Public

and Judicial office Holders

(salaries and Allowances,
etc) Act 2008", the Magazine
reported.

According to the Eco-
nomic Confidential, the
president made the directive
to facilitate his early resolu-
tion on the need to reduce
the remuneration of all pub-
lic officers in view of the glo-
bal economic meltdown.

The magazine said that
the President’ s salary
would drop from
N3,514,705.00t0 2,811,764
while that of the Vice Presi-
dent would come down

N3,031,572.50.

The Salary of Minister,
Secretary to the Government
of the Federation, Chairmen
of statutory bodies, Head of
Service, Chief of Staff and
Principal Private Secretary to
the President is reduced to
N1,621,120 from
N2,026,400.00 while Federal
Commissioner/Member of
constitutional bodies would
now receive N 1,566,064 from
N1,957,580.00.

The Special Adviser to
the President would receive
N1,554,300 from
N1,942,875.00 while Auditor
General, Accountant Gen-
eral and Perm Secretary in-
cluding Director General and
Executive Secretary would
eachreceive N1,540,692 from
1,925,865.00. :

“The Economic Confi-
dential further gathered that
the amount to be;saved from
the deductions which is es-
timated at N2.5billion per an-
num would be pooled into a

to N2,425,257.6 from

APvs Dangote: Otedola testifies before EFCC

he conflict between

this country’s busi-

ness titans Alhaji
Aliko Dangote and Chief
Femi Otedola had a new twist
at the weekend when
Otedola, who is Chairman of
African Petroleum Plc (AP),
appeared before agents of
the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC)
in Abuja for several hours.
He was asked to shed more
light on the petition filed by
AP’s shareholders Dangote,
who is the Vice-President of
the Nigeria Stock Exchange,

as well as Nova Finance and -

Securities Limited for losses
incurred as a result of ma-
nipulation of the company’s
shares on the stock ex-
change.

When contacted yester-

By Misbahu Bashir &
Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

day, EFCC’s Head of Media
and Publicity Femi Babafemi
told Daily Trust that Otedola
was at the Commission to
give testimony regarding the
petition he filed against
Dangote. “He was not com-
pelled. rather he came volun-
tarily to give his statement
on the petition of AP against
Dangote,” Babafemi said. He
however declined to give the
details of Otedola’s state-
ment.

AP shareholders have ac-
cused Dangote and Nova
Finance and Securities of
unwholesome and unethical
practices leading to the de-
valuing the AP’s shares.

They are seeking the pay-
ment of N117.18bn being
losses incurred as a result of
the manipulation of the

share price between August

21,2008 and March 26, 2009.

The management of AP
had said, “Our investigation
reveals that in the last 8
weeks, there has been a pre-
meditated and orchestrated
“crossing” of AP Plc shares
amongst similar entities
owned and controlled either
by Alhaji Aliko Dangote or
Nova Finance and Securities
Ltd. This unethical practice
of “crossing” is perpetrated
by Nova Finance and Secu-
rities Ltd transferring or pur-
portedly selling a minimum
of 50,000 units of AP Plc
shares which is the required
minimum to drop the price on

a daily basis.”

The Managing Director
of AP, Mr. Femi Falasinu also
told Daily Trust in Lagos
yesterday that the visit of the
company’s chairman to
EFCC was in connection with
the earlier petition written by
the company to the agency.

Falasinu said all other
parties involved in the case
including him would soon
appear at a specified date be-
fore EFCC over the issue.

“There is nothing un-
usual about this. AP is the
complainant and our chair-
man was in EFCC based on
the invitation by the commis-
sion. All the parties con-
cerned including Alhaji
Aliko Dangote, Nova Fi-
nance and Securities, NSE,
SEC will be invited”, he said.

public officers by 20%

fund which is to purchase
additional transportation for
public sector workers in the
FCT to ease the burden of
transportation costs”, the
magazine said.

This new directive does
not affect judicial officers

- and legislators as they are

different arms.

The-magazine said: “A"~

very senior Presidency
source who spoke to the
Economic Confidential said
that the President recognizes
the imperatives of compli-
ance with constitutional pro-
visions with regards to remu-
nerations of office holders

-and has emphasized the

need for the two other arms
of government to make vol-
untary decisions regarding
sacrifices as suggested.

“While the National As-
sembly may likely consider
such reduction in their remu-
nerations, the judicial offic-
ers are reluctant.”

The Chief Justice of the
Federation, Justice Idris
Kutigi had in March 2009
insisted that the directive of
President Yar’adua for the
downward review of remu-
neration packages does not
extend to judicial officers
because the security of ten-
ure of all judicial officers in
the Federation is guaranteed
under Section 84 Subsection
(1)-(4) of the 1999 Constitu-
tion of the Federal republic
of Nigeria, to the effect that
salaries and allowances of
judicial officers cannot be
altered to their disadvantage.

The magazine said that
the Presidency’s short-cut
for immediately implementa-
tion of the reduction of sala-
ries and allowances of the
political office holders was
to hasten the Revenue
Mobilisation Allocation and
Fiscal Commission
(RMAFC) to determine the
salaries.
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UBA Growing Businesses®
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UBA Growing Businesses is a unique platform committed to supporting the development of Small
| MMMW(SMB)mmmdswmingmemﬁmdemmmd

UBA in partnership with EMPRETEC Nigeria Foundation and UNCTAD is organising workshops on
PHW‘EW@?MW(WQ}MMM.QMM,UM%M

The workshops are focused on:
» «  Business skills enhancement & development
«  Behaviourand attitudinal training
«  Facilitating access tofinance :
«  Creation of business networking opportunities

www. ubagroup.com/ubagrowingbusinesses
E-mail: etecnigeriafoundation.org
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0700 2255822 cic@aubagroup.com -www.ubagroupcom Africa’s global bank
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