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ing Alfred Diette-Spiff, Senator Felixlbru andAdmlraI Mike Akhlgbe, when a delegatlog of South South Elders and Leaders

isited President Umaru Yar'adua at the State House, Abuja yesterday.

By AbdulFattah Olajide

NEARLY two years since he stopped state
and zonal delegations from visiting him at the
State House, President Umaru Yaradua made
au-turn yesterday and urged zonal leaders and
elders from various parts of the country to pay
him a visit him with a view to informing him
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about the problems confronting their respec-
tive zones.

The President spoke when he hosted the
South-South Elders and Leaders Forum at the
State House.

. He said the visit by zonal leaders would
enable his administration to get a firsthand
knowledge of the problems and challenges
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ome visit me,
ar'adua begs

confronting Nigerians in all parts of the coun-
try. He said, “I welcome visitations from lead-
ers from all parts of the country so that we will
know firsthand the problems of the peoples of
this country. I recall that just about four weeks
ago I received members of the Arewa Consult-
ative Forum and I made a call for other leaders
from parts of this country to visit us”

SEC boss
Al-Faki
quits

Idris Ahmed, Abuja &
Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

DIRECTOR General of the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) Musa Al-Faki resigned yes-
terday, according to a statement
from the commission’s Head of
Media Lanre Oloyi.

It said, “At its 38th Board
Meeting held on Tuesday, 21st
April, 2009, the Director General
of the Securities and Exchange

Commission (SEC), Musa Al-
Faki, informed the Board of his
intention to disengage from the
services of the Commission as
Director-General with effect from
8th May, 2009.

By a letter dated 22nd April,
2009, and copied to the Chair-
man of the Board of the Com-
mission, the Honourable Minis-
ter of Finance accepted his dis-
engagement notice and conveyed
the President’s approval. In the
letter, the Honourable Minister
conveyed the appreciation of Mr.
President and himself”
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News Briefs...

Modi Yabo dies at 62

From Rakiya A. Muhammad, Sokoto

A prominent politician in Sokoto State and Alhaji Muham-
madu Modi Yabo died Wednesday at his residence in Sokoto
attheage of 62. The deceased was a Permanent Secretaryin
the old Sokoto State and was also the state liaison officer in
Lagos. Among those who attended his funeral service were
Governor Aliyu Magatakarda Wamakko, members of his
cabinet, traditional rulers and Islamic scholars,

He is survived by one wife, seven children and many
grand children. Among his children is the present com-
missioner for Women Affairs in the state, Hajiya Kulu Abu-
bakar Nuhu. *
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Assembly condemns
kidnap of Canadian

THE Kaduna State House
of Assembly yesterday con-
demned the abduction of a :
Canadian lady, Mrs Julie Mul- -
ligan, by unknown persons. ;
Mulligan, 45, was kidnapped =
in Kaduna on April 15 by -
some yet-to-be-apprehended ,
assailants while on a Rotary
International social service
assignment in the country.
Assemblyman Bashir Aliyu,
Chairman, House Committee
on Security, said in Kaduna
that the incident was “very
unfortunate and embarrass- -
ing” Aliyu, who is also the |
House Majority Leader, said: |
“The kidnap is quite unfortu- -
nate, it took place in spite o
the security measures bein
put in place by the state gov-
ernment.”

V Sambo of Kaduna State

die in car accident

THREE staff of the Plateau State Universal Basic Education
(SUBEB) lost their lives in an accident along Barkin Ladi-
Mangu road yesterday.

The accident occurred at about 10 a.m. while the
deceased were on their way to the headquarters of a local
government in the area. A witness said the driver of the
vehicle with registration number PL- 7A41, lost control
and veered off the road, hitting a tree in the process. Rescue
was difficult as the vehicle became badly damaged after hit-
ting the tree. The corpses were later conveyed to a hospital
morgue in Jos by sympathisers who had stopped to give a
helping hand. Efforts to get the reaction of officials of the
Federal Road Safety Commission (FRSC) to comment on
the incident was futile as at the time of filing this report,
Staff of SUBEB from its headquarters in Jos, were involved
in series of workshops the board had been holding in some
of the Local Government Areas of the state. (NAN)
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Nigeria 4* worst in
medical system -WHO

From Kehinde Akinyemi, Abeokuta

NIGERIA has the fourth worst
medical system in the world,
the World Health Organization
(WHO) has said. The National
President of the Nigerian Medical
Association (NMA) Dr. Prosper
Igboeli disclosed this yesterday,
in Abeokuta.

His disclosure is coming on
the heels of the charge by former
Head of State, retired Gen. Ibra-
him Babangida to the Federal
Government to give the health
sector more attention. The NMA
President who made the disclo-
sure at the opening of the 2009
Annual General Scientific con-
ference and delegates meeting of
the association in Abeokuta also
lamented that government and
professionals had neglected the
care of the elderly and disabled.

- Igboeli said the country’s
medical system continued to fail
mainly due to ineffective imple-
mentation of health care policies,
mal-distribution of health work-
ers, limited funding and poor
infrastructure, a development
which according to him placed
the country as the fourth worst
medical system in the world. He
said that the “gruesome report
calls for a reflection on our role
as doctors in the health sector.
There is great need to restructure
our primary, secondary and terti-
ary levels of care. It calls for bet-
ter and increased participation of
physicians in developing health
care reforms that are practica-
ble and in line with Millennium
Goals (MDG)”

The NMA leader also berated

Man in court for
killing lover

From Monday Osayande, Asaba

A 39 year old driver, Good-
news Atonmeta who allegedly
stabbed his lover, Ngozi Esinre
Eborka, to death has been
remanded in prison custody.

Chief Magistrate, Patricia U.
Nsolo who sent the accused to
custody said yesterday that she
lacked jurisdiction to hear the
case and therefore ordered that
the casefile be sent to the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecution (DPP)
foradvice. The court heard that
Mrs Eboka was killed with a bro-
ken bottle, an offence punish-
able under section 319 of the
Criminal Code Cap 48 Volume 11
law of the defunct Bendel State
as applicable to Delta state. No
pleawastaken when the charge
was read to the accused while
the police prosecutor, Corporal
Adama Emmanuel, announced
his appearance in the case.

The Magistrate adjourned
the case to 26th May.

the attention given to doctors in
the country by many state gov-
ernments, noting, “many doctors
in the public health system face
daunting working conditions,
poverty-level wages and poor
conditions of services, unsup-
portive management, insuffi-
cient social recognition and weak
career development”,

In his opening remarks, the
former Head of State noted that
providing more human resources

and equipment would go a long
way in achieving the set goals of
the crucial sector.

Babangida, who was the chair-
man of the occasion but was rep-
resented by the former military
administrator of Lagos state, Raji
Rasaki also used the occasion
to task medical professionals to
ensure that only qualified mem-
bers are allowed to practice in
order to guarantee high profes-
sionalism.

Faruk Lawan urges

investor-friendly environment

B From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

CHAIRMAN of the House of Representatives Committee on Edu-

cation, Alhaji Faruk Lawan has called on the Federal Government

to intensify efforts at creating enabling and secure business envi-
ronment to attract local and foreign investors into the country.
Responding to questions from newsmen in Kaduna at the

first National Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility and -

Investment Security in Nigeria organised by PR Value Consulting
in Partnership with Business Day newspaper, Lawan identified the
poor security as the major factor scaring investors.

He said for President Umaru Musa Yaradua to succeed in his
bid to make the country one of the 20 top economies in the world
by the year 2020, the security situation and the problem of power
supply must be tackled.

“The number one responsibility of any government is to pro-
vide security for human lives and property and that is something
that cannot be taken away from government . It is not for us to
tell the investors to come and invest where the environment is
not secure, I believe the responsibility is on us to create secure
environment that would attract investment from outside’, he said.

Lawal added that corruption and other vices exhibited by the
people were scaring investors from investing in the country. He
said the National Assembly would as matter of national importance
enact laws to ensure that investors getreturns for their investments.

“The major attraction for any investment is to know that the
environment itself is secure and also the need for proper legisl
tion to make the environment investor- friendly,” he said. E




~ S/Courtto hearAn

- ADC airlines, families and rela-

lines, Senate committee on Avia-
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THE Supreme Court yesterday
adjourngd hearing indefinitely on the
appealby Mt Andy Uba, the PDP can-
didate in the 2007 gubernatorial elec-
tion in Anambra.

Justice Iyoger Kastina-Alu who
presided said the adjournment was to
enable the court to constitute a seven-
man panel to hear the case since it is a
constitutional matter.

He said a new date would be com-
municated to counsels.

At the previous hearing, counsel
to Uba, Taiwo Ade told the court that
the speedy resolution of the suit would
determine whether election would
hold or not in Anambra in 2010.

He reminded the court of its earlier
order that granted an accelerated hear-
ing of the appeal and pointed out that
INEChad a time table for the elections
in the state scheduled for early 2010.

This submission prompted the
court presided over by Justice Dahiru

Musdapha, which had hitherto-

adjourned hearing on the preliminary
objections to the suit to September 21,
2009 to bring the matter forward.

At the resumed hearing, the Gov.
Peter Obi filed a notice of prelimi-

nary objection through his counsel,
Onyechi Ikpeazu (SAN).

Obi contended that the examina-
tion of the relief sought in the appeal
would clearly show that the appeal
invited the Supreme Court to re-open
an issue which it had conclusively set-
tled.

“On this score, the appeal will
amount to an abuse of court proc-
ess and it is caught by the principles
of res judicata and issue of estoppels,”
Ikpeazu told the court.

Healso said that the said notice and
grounds dfappeal were filed at the reg-
istry of the Court of Appeal as against
the registry of the Federal High Court.

Ikpeazu submitted that “the Court
of Appeal cannot under whatever
legal ingenuity crafted by counsel to
the appellants or impertinence, refuse
or fail to give effect to the judgment of
the Supreme Court of January 29, 2008
in the case of Obi Vs INEC and Uba”

Uba is insisting that he be allowed
to continueas governor, at the end of
Obi’s four-year tenure having occu-
pied that office briefly following his
2007 gubernatorial election victory.

(NAN)
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FROM ft: Chairan, Intercontinental ank, DrReymond Obieri, Group Chief Executive of
he bank, Dr. Erastus Akingbola, and Deputy Senate President, Senator Ike Ekweremadu at
he 20 years Customers’ Forum held in Abuja.

Air mishaps: Airlines
yet to pay victims

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar & Turaki
A. Hassan

YEARS after the unfortunate air
crashes involving Sosoliso and

tions of the victims are yet to be
paid compensation by the air

tion was told yesterday.

The committee which con!
vened a stake holders meeting
comprising management of the
affected airlines, ministry of
aviation, Nigerian Civil Avia-
tion Authority, Attorney Gen-
eral of the Federation and the

insurance companies heard that, ~AVIATION Minister,
Sosoliso airlines could not pay Babatunde Omotola

the $100,000 USD as stipulated

by law but offered to pay &25,000
UDS to families of the affected
victims.

~ Members of the commit-
tee however disagreed with the

argument of Sosoliso airline that

when the incident occurred the
$100,000 USD compensation per
victim was not in place because
the airline sold its ticket on the
day of the incident with $100,000
USD insurance on it.

On ADC crash, the commit-
tee heard that of the 91 passen-
gers who lost their lives 76 fami-
lies filed their claims but only 41
were given undisclosed amount
of money as compensation by
Ingraspa a Russian re-insurance
company on behalf of ADC air-
line. &

Vice chairman of the com-
mittee Senator Bala Moham-
med (ANPP, Bauchi)and Senator
Gbemi Sola Saraki (PDP, Kwara
central) question the modalities
of payment of compensation by
the insurance company in which
the victims were forced to signed

a no-disclosure confidentiality
agreement instead of paying the
$100,000 USD stipulated by law.

Chairman of the parents of 60
school children of Loyola Jesut
college Isaac Olemini broke into
tears saying, “we have lost pour
children who by now they will
have been in universities around
the world but here you are nego-
tiating compensdtion as if we are
selling our children like chickens?
We are asking that the right things
should done in our country as is
being done in other parts of the
world”

The Sosoliso airline crashed
in Port Harcourt on December
5 2005 carrying 105 passengers
out which 60 were school pupils
of Loyola Jesut College Port
Harcourt while the ADC airline
crashed in Abuja in Novem-
ber 2006 killing 96 passengers
including the then Sultan of
Sokoto Alhaji Mohammdu Mac-
cido, former Deputy Governor
of Sokoto state and Senator Sule
Yaro Gandi.

Reps to expand Okiro |
Panel mandate

By Tashikalmah Hallah & Nasidi A
Yahaya

THE House of Representatives
committee on Justice said it will
expand the Mike Okiro led spe-
cial security panel on Halliburton
bribe scandal to cover the inves-
tigation of Siemens and Wilbros
scandals.

A German court in Munich had
named some past Nigerian Minis-

_ters of Communications as well as

aSenator as having received bribes
of about 10 million Euros from the
German engineering coffiglomer-
ate. The court, in an Oct. 4 2007
ruling, listed Major General Taju-
deen Olanrewaju, Dr. Bello Haliru
Mohamed, Chief Cornelius
Adebayo,Alhaji Haruna Elewi,
and Senator Jibril Aminu among
the alleged bribe recipients.

The courtindicted Siemens for
offering 77 bribes to cabinet min-

isters in Nigeria, Libya and Russia,
to win lucrative contracts.

Also, Wilbros Group Inc
(WGI) was accused of brib-
ing Nigerian officials with $6m
to secure a major gas pipeline
project, contrary to the United
state Foreign Corrupt Practices
Act (FCPA .

Jason Edward Steph, General
Manager of WITI's on-shore oper-
ations in Nigeria, pleaded guilty
before Judge Sim Lake of the U.S.
District Court for the Southern
District of Texas in July 19, 2007.

He told the Judge that in late
2003 he, a senior executive in
charge of WGI’s international
business, two consultants work-
ing for WII, and a certain Nigeria-
based employees of a major Ger-
man engineering and construc-
tion firm agreed to make a series
of corrupt payments totalling
more than $6 million.

W/Bank questions
Nigeria’s growth strategy

By Francis Okeke

THE World Bank yesterday
expressed doubts on the viabil-
ity of methods being applied
by the Federal Government
to stimulate growth that will
reduce unemployment in the
country as the global economic
meltdown lingers.

Lead economist on Poverty
Reduction and Economic Man-
agement of World Bank, Mr.
Volker Treichel disclosed this
at a ministerial meeting of the
National Employment Sum-
mit organised by the Ministry
of Labour and Productivity in

Abuja. Treichel lamented that
the inability of government to
reduce unemployment even
before the economic melt-
down in a period of economic
boom called for a change in
strategy, saying that “the fact
that unemployment is not fall-
ing at a time when the econ-
omy is growing fast is most
alarming and disturbing and
it calls into question Niger-
ias growth strategy; it calls
into question how Nigeria
can establish a growth proc-
ess whereby the employment
intensity of the growth process
can be enhanced.
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