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(CONTEST NO. 77)

Bic,the reputable 
ball point pen.
Strong and sturdy, 
and so full of ink it 
writes and writes 
and writes.

r NOW 1 
BIGGER 
THAN

k EVER .

FOOTBALL 
CONTEST

■

mark 
your 

X 
with a

®0 ®M®

IT'S AS 
EASY 
AS THIS..

Read the rules 
below, then 
mark on 
tho picture below 
where you think 
the ball was on 
tho original photo­
graph. Complete 
tho coupon 
and send it 
together with your 
Postal Order, 
and YOU could 
win 400 Naira

mS MONTH 
COULD BE 

YOUR 
TURN!

:400 Mi
i SEJ

above.

To: Drum „ the DRUM B.c ,ul.. .nd will t.k. th.
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| Address
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Pick a Bic

Ja, v MAROUt DtPOSU

tho next contest. IT 
moro than one person 
marks tho correct 
placo tho pnzo will bo 
divided.

3. Not moro than 
12 crosses oro per­
mitted per coupon.

4. Entries will closo 
nn Sept. 21 and tho

mor's name will bo

5. Tho judges' 
decision will bo final 
and no correspond­
ence about the con­
test is allowed.

6. Employees and 
families and persons 
connected with 
DRUM Publications 
are not allowed to 
compete.

7. Postal orders are 
not to bo signed or 
entries may ho 
disqualified.

8

Hi
WHO SHARE THE FIRST .PR'Z^Or.

;g«S£ —.....
5 'g> KANU 44 0»0H.A ROAO-ABA----------------------

RULES: lctut.

-rsxrirno,,x“ ;s.”’n,o*»b.,.
th. boll it «'nn<"- ___ _______________________

I-----



American economist Galbraith

Tacts and to

1

are

I

DRUM OPINION

Books
the rapid results college
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Governments get the jo“r

Tie, rr?..

great scholar has since risen to 
greater eminence. He is now 
Chief Justice of the Federation 
of Nigeria. The Press is power- 
ful, it can —

birth, r „.J J„: 
historical origin of Lagos.

references in
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Hotel, Lagos on January
1968, Chief Enahoro said: “1

■ ... .tiVu i iii> v«i.iU3i*ini'tiuvv v. h"-*........ ...... .......... ...........
reeled over more than 40 years You will be surprised and delighted how

SEND TODAY 
for this
FREE <

book^S^ mW 
/ • c ' /

- --------------- IW,
bL. Pr°ressor Taslim 

was

as lawyers, doctors, teachers propriety, afraid to pronounce
- ------------- and officers, should be conced- against wrong and guilty of a

In 1969, a book was publish- cd this respect craven desire to bat on any win-
i . In Press UWtt a side, Bettcr technical stan-

 very useful book, Chief Tony dards and employment con- 
------• —« then Enahoro is quoted delivering ditions — and these have ini- 

Fcdyal Attorney-General. This himself of two picturesque proved phenomenally since my 

passages.

Two ailments

Please send by airmail 
a copy of "Your Career"

inaccurate r . 
is an excellent guide to

T-« •_______ _ IUUL

punitive as this book shows.
Newspapermen and 

public, whose ey:: 
newspapermen arc, have a right 
to demand in their turn from 

I the authorities that the law 
be observed and L 

I newspapermen be free to follow 

their s* --so­
under the law.

The law, said the English 
chief justice Coke;, L mere io 
protect not only the people from 
the rulers but the rulers from the

[pfjlLGRIM Books cr Uhave just republished a 
U book which should be of in 
tercst to all Nigerian: i Luk 
when the topics for debate 
countrywide arc African 
culture, the creation of states, 
ethnic origins of heads of 
African states. The book, en­
titled Yoruba Speaking Peoples 
of the Slave Coast of West 
Africa, was written by Lt.-Col 

1 Ellis. 1st Battalion West Indian 
Regiment. He also wrote "The 

’ Twi Speaking People of the 
Gold Coast," “Ewe SnpnL;«~ 
Peoples of the — v. 
and "A History of the 
Coast of West Africa.”

In this wide-ranging book

irresponsibly conducted, it can 
misinform and uaMW? mc 
character of virtuous citizens.
And so civilised societies have tyoa, cmci tnanoro saiar tnc »)««« «« «•«" •«"
built up legislation to protect Nigerian Press in recent years flogged if they comment 
citizens from irresponsible and has seemed to me to be suffering reasonably? There wifi come a 
maccurnfr reporting. This book from two ailments. One is lack time when there will be no great 

client guide to these of men of stature. The Press is journalists - after all, there is a 
nunhkiV. !“7 l.°Ugh a0d nccd Of ,CadcrS- h is in °CCd ,imil t0- ®Very man ’ CaPaC‘^ 
num time .k.-u-^^. ^s. op cnjsa(lers |t ;s jn ncc(j of for heroism.

Newspapermen and the trenchant pens. It is in need of Herbert Macaulay and 

eyes and cars able, readable, courageous Ernest Ikoli were great and 
the big courageous journalists under 

the cursed system of
-  6 ...... ~. colonialism. Is it not the case
that the pungent editorials? Where thauhe treatment of joumausa

—---- How arc ti.c crawl iKoiis mid ------ * -I™---- '
thc"a»CSSar>' profcssion Hcrbcrl Macaulays of today? m°'c civilised, more intclhgmj

under colonial rule than under

far tiffin fey airmail from 
the London headquarters of 
THE MS BE COLLEGE 

R R C tutors working through then London headquarters can guide you 
lo an early examination success Thousands of ordinary men and women 
from all over the world have gamed the vital qualifications for a successful 
career, w ith the help of these world • famous courses
everything is carefully designed to make study straightforward and I 
interesting There are no dreary text books to buy every R R C Course is 
complete in itself This exclusive method of postal tuition has been per

quickly and easily you master each subject

COMPLETE AIRMAIL SERVICE 
AT NO EXTRA CHARGE1
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Accountancy, Banking, Book-Keeping 
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Local Government. Marketing, 
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| Address

I
I Interest

facts, fully and promptly.
The average citizen cannot

J------- e money to

newspaperman does look bettcr and be

withdrawn from the people. The newspaperman is the eyes 

must hide the factors from the must serve the people; he must 

them if dictatorship or corrup- their name. r   w
’1 1 -u.1 When a reporter is going telligent and

The Press and you
“ '-J

1 HERE is one fact, so sim- The public, in order to be free thrown into goal without trial people. The Press has the same public, it must produce men of
pic yet so fundamental: and responsible citizens to fulfil while going about bis lawful dual function as the law. A free stature. It cannot afford to hilt
give our Nigerian people their social obligations and en- business lawfully, it is the public and strong Press is the great too many small men in big

ruth and thev will mike inv thrir rioh.< mn- k- L~o 1. u-?__ . nj ofwcietyt bools.

-- ------------------------- Nigeria is the giant of Africa, “The second ailment is lacli 
,b's--------------------------------------- the tenth most populous slate in of the vision to itcognise dingo

Without an opposition, the the world, about to be the and the courage to oppose 
world's fifth largest producer of wrong. The Nigerian Press ca 
oil. Nigeria is not a banana inspire no confidence, no 

worse. The Republic. respect and no following if itt
‘ t It is therefore reasonable to role in nation-building is that of 

comment upon demand that the quality of our sycophants, guilty of to- 
i-.h comments government be equal to our questioning deferential support 

. ... „ J " I~1~~ « unpopular high position, ana that jour- for ruiers, guiiiy «* fiambvjSil
people and continuously deceive tell people what is being done in with the authorities. But what is nalists, who are professionals praise for mediocrity, guilty of 
them if dictatorship or corrup- their name. iaHnn^«.« t. .... r . o._^_^_— • t—
tion is to survive. This is what

pertinent and

readable, courageous 
writers. Where are L„ 
names to make an impact on 
the reading public? Where arc

the Ernest Ikolis and the and of dissident opinion wflJ 
a___. aa > - r mnrn rti iltcrrl m/VM !n«nllinpn(,

Where are the masters of prose, more mature and more tolerant 
„—. the ace reporters, the great com- nJ; iL— ’ ■* *

is there to mentators? If the Nigerian press this military government?
is to regain the confidence, C : o_: 
respect and following of the nalists they deserve.

Yorubaland in the 18th Century 
ICDftl n . *

C°l- Ellis covers such topics as deal with Yoruba gods, legends, 
the in dwelling spirits in the folklore, religion and customs, 
souls of men, laws and customs. The appendix deals with a 

lns at a time languages, gods, ceremonies of comparison of the languages of
• the Twi. Ewe and Yoruba 

people.
We are now approaching the 

Black Arts Festival and the
* value of works like Col. Ellis’s 

are now manifesting themselves. 
Every ethnic group in this

marriage and death, the country requires detailed study 
of its origin, ancestry, history.

Although the geographical etc., by learned Nigerians. If we 
“Ewe S “’krcnccs in the book differ have truly emerged from our 

Slave p aklnS fro.m ,*1C modern place names, colonial past it is necessary that 
n- of [h oasl’ 11 is still possible to recognise our own professors. 
Vfnca” U°d SOmc ,bcm enduring anthropologists and scholars 
c-rancino valuc of this book, however, lies should make available to us

- - —ok in the cultural aspects which their own studies in the fields.

FE V *- -* ---------------- o---- ----------------- —xawxuu/, Il 15 Uir puo
the truth and they will make joy their rights, must be kept in- that is being abused as well as
sound and healthy judgment for formed. They must be given the the editor. Be in no doubt about
themselves. f““‘* t,-n- —J-—

As a consequence the first act TL----------o_
of dictatorship must be Io lake spare the time or the------ ,   cv„„unusl uaiDralln
control of the various media, or look al everything for himself, said, “Every government would
terrify them or close the media The icx I--. U.™ .„u oe worse, the
down so that the truth may be therefore on behalf of everyone, function of the Press is to give
withdrawn from the people. The newspaperman Is the eyes facts and to com
Dictatorship, like corruption, and the ears of the people: he those facts. Such c 
-....  _• - • • may be popular or unpopular high position, and that jour- for rulers, guilty of flamboyant

--------------------------WMI nu.t 1J IIOU3U, IXIIU piVtWOIVIlUia ava ...v».v*,aaaj, - 
important is that it should be in- and entitled to the same respect popularizing excesses and im- 

-------- —--------- ------ - r— - o—o !e..:ger,t and pertinent ar 
the American W'atergatc trial is about his lawful business law- throw light upon the subject” 
about-----------------------------------fully and is beaten up by the In 1969, a book was publisl

The sacred duty of the Press authorities, it is the public that cd entitled: Nigerian Press Lai
is to give the truth to the public, is beaten up. When an editor is edited ~ ~ JJU 
“===—-8—a——-—Olawale Elias, who

time — can achieve little if 
those standards which depend 
on the initiative and productive 

In his capacity as Federal ity of journalists continue to 
arouse oassh?^ op’ni.on,aod Commissioner for Information fall.”

—ji.,.. ns ,and ,’T it is and Labour on the occasion of Great journalists, like great 
. -’ -— the launching ofa (now defunct) newspapermen, take years to 
cstroy the magazine in the Federal Palace develop and mature. If jour- 

. ,, ,-------y nalists risk prison, should they
‘The speak the truth and risk beingcivilised societies have
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ten to

Within hours of the corpse of a 
woman being left at the mortuary of 
the Government general hospital in

j and heavy 
ith a raincoat 

other men. later iden

There were the two young 
s-spems. To defend then: were 

lawyers. To  
an equajy sympathy for the accused

■■■ HE HEADLESS CORPSE 
I... Trial Begins Today.' a 
I newspaper headiine. I: was 

a sensadmal case. Thai acvooe W.W.W......CIIL yciiuiQi iiuapn.cn III coold t.._ nner da-

Lagos, the head was severed from E=‘e
the body. Two men were accused of 
the crime but were set free after a 
sensational trial. The missing head, 
proved to have been separated from 
its body by a

was

m_iar: lawyer. The trial judge 
as 30 other person than the 

Chief Jusuce.
So the crowd flocked to the 

assizes held at the supreme —r. 
coon dominating Tinubu had been cbarj 
Sc-are. The court was packed possession of «» 1 
almost to suffocation. In hushed 
siience the judge, Mr. Justice 
Butler Lloyd, took his seat The

_ a human head and. conseqt 
awed and ly. would be guilty of the $ 

offence.
Then he outlined the case 

against the accused men, which 
briefly was as follows. On May

. patient. Aminotu, was ad-

but decidedly of relish at theim- 
pending legal battle — when the 
prosecutor. Mr. C. N. Scipio 
Pollard, rose to speak. First, he 
explained to the jury- that Gay 

. ; . . ...------- .--------------------------------- » l.-J charged with being in
saottM the cooscezce Scucre. The court was packed possession of a human head; and 

ot me pem.e of Nigeria, Lmost to suffocation. In bushed that Ajayi having assisted Gay 
^^ckgrtxad was sSence the judge. Mr. Justice in getting an ingredient 

set me —Lagos of Gaxge Butler Lloyd, took his seat The necessary for witchcraft or juju,
spd Frank Ajayi. ice year jury was empanelled. Then the they were both in possession of 

. **0 young men in the dock a human head and. consequent
„ T2” — ’--e “* stood IO attention, awed and ly. would be guilty of the same

trained and skilful E“---- 5 c! a ~~~ »Me ihe charge was
hand luae  -J ■ t’ *15 read to them in a toneless voice.
nana, was never recovered. terassng bead betagng lot Tbev pleaded -Not GuDly* on .
Prince Kunle Akisemovin takes Z’SL.'Syoung aS the five counts. briefly was as follows. On Mayc ixunie MKISemOym l8KeS suspects. To defend them w^e There was a hushed sigh-a 27 a patient, Aminotu, was ad-
UP me weird and gruesome Story. -awyers. To sigh of expectation, perhaps of mitted to the hospital. She died

aa eouajy svmnathv for thg. men, ----- ------------------ F I—«at 6.30 in the morning of June 
4. The body was then take 
the mortuary and put in an ice 
box — awaiting burial. About 
midnight on June 5. a hospital 
labourer. Francis discovered 
that the head had been cut off. 
He raised the alarm and another 
labourer, Jatto. went with him. 
The head was not hacked off. 
but cut with an instrument. It 
seemed to be the work of a skill­
ed person.

Gay. a laboratory medical 
assistant in the pathology 
department had been instructed 
on how to decapitate a body 
and had sufficient skill to do it 
neatly. He was seen on the 
hospital premises that same 
night (June 5) in front of the 
mortuary by a male nurse. 
Furthermore, he tried to get a 
casual acquaintance to carry 
outside a damp J 
parcel covered wit

TWO 

"The head had not been hacked off. but cut 

off with an instrument — and apparently 

by a person not new to such acts. Later a 

damp parcel was said to have been carried 

out of the hospital.’

iiuapn.cn


r

knifethewas

always keep

one

this Mr.wasease

Q. Where were you on the
night of June 5?

PLEASE TURN OVER
knife

•t in the 
ice was

j life- 
friend?

hesitation.
The next two witnesses call-

ampos Square, 
didn’t you go with

ing was 
produced 
, broken

. all 
inder

victcd
skull?

A. Yes.
Q. Since

started?
A. Yes.

was taken there and head. To
Kayode r

headless body was being 
photographed. was cross- 
examined by Mr. Kayodc with 
some startling results.

Q. Were you recently con- 
' of possessing a human

to a 
camination. 

you?

in
Gay as 

 was a stir 
^gallery as the spectators 
■d their necks forward to 

man t>A,r,S 
• witness box. 
that he went

got 
and left 
The gateman, 
him permiss 
- bloodstained

a hanger-on of

to sever 
3y?

of June 5 to 
penscr friend 
was on duty 
wasn’t, so h*. 
at 9.10 -
minutes

*1 suggest you have 
no desire to work'

There was a sigh 
spectators at this inc 
statement. Briefly, 
was that in the p 
mutual fnend cal 
had c 

 have been in endoi 
your department have you prac­
tised cutting off a head?

A. Never.
Q. Is it usual t^ 

head from the body' 
A. Most unusual. 
Q Look at this nasty 

,:r- ■ ---------------------

Q. Is it not a fact that on 
------  — June 7 there was an instrument 

time Mr. Abayomi missing?
- , • , , hir gev.n a. One decapitation
and stroked his wig. was missing

any children? 
children.

you menstruate

udge then asked: When 
hear about the missing bod>

Salvador was then put 
witness box. His cvidenc 

lay he was present 
when Gay and Ajayi were dis­
cussing ways and means of 
making money and they ex­
pressed the desire of becoming 
endowed with witchcraft. They 
mentioned the particular thing 
necessary, but he couldn’t say 
what it was because they spoke 

“ ' a language he didn’t 
Furthermore, he 

saw the two men on the evening you l> 
of June 5 and they told him they A.

’oing to the African * 
r 1 and finally, he saw 

Ajayi at Aro station and he told 
him he had got the particular 
thing necessary to become en­
dowed with witchcraft.
. How would this stand the 

withering effect of skillful cross- 
examination? When Mr. 
Kayodc rose there was a slight 
commotion in the gallery which 
was promptly silenced.

Q. In whose company did 
you travel to Aro?

A. Agbabiaka’s.
Q. Who paid for your ticket?
A. Agbabiaka.
(Agbabiaka was a Sergeant 

in the Police Force.)
Q. Where did you 

and Ajayi on the night of June 
5?

A. At Car
Q. Why g 

them?
A. Gay asked me to wait for 

him. He owed me some 
and I thought he might pay 
me.

The judf 
did you hv 
head?

A. When I returned from 
Abeokuta.. . v>i aiiaiumiui

Q. Did you go to the police thought Gaj 
station? skilled to I

A. J y---  •
questioned by the police that I k 
was with Gay on June 5.1 made him.' 
a statement in writing.

Mr. Kayode sat down and 
for the first t “ 
got up. He adjusted his gown

A. I was off duty from 12 
nOon till the next morning.

Q. Did you go back to the 
hospital?

A. I left some gari in the 
mortuary yard. I went back for 
it about half-past five.

But Mr. Pollard was not go­
ing to let Mr. Kayode have it all 
his way- So he got up to resolve

some doubts that had been 
created.

Q. How long have you been 
working at the African 
Hospital?

A. Nine years.
Q. And did you 

gari in the yard?
A. I have a box in the yard.
Q. How long were you in the 

sa* hospital grounds?
A. I didn’t stop. Just took my 

gari and left.

Q. Where 
kept?

A. On the shelf.
Q. I believe this knife was 

specially made and very sharp.
A. Yes.
Q. Since you

• --- -nent

(He was handed one ot ti 
knives found at Gay’s house.)

A. No.
The foreman of the jury then 

asked:
q. We want to know if any 
 .’ have access to

after business

Q. When did you know of 
this case?

A. I didn't know of it till July
9.

Q. Arc you
Agbabiaka?

A. I am not
Q. Are you not wearing his 

coat?
A. I am.
Q. I suggest to you you have 

no desire to work.
A. I wish to work at the 

railways.
Q. Are you working now?
A. No.
The next witness was

Leonard who testified that Gay 
asked him to carry out a damp, 
heavy parcel wrapped with a 
raincoat. He was asked:

Q. Where did you and your of the clerks can 
fnend part?

A. In front of the eye-room 
facing the female dressing 
room.

Q. How did you know the 
parcel was heavy?

A. I tried it in my hands.
Q. Did you see anyone as 

left?
. The man in white brushed

past me.
Mr. Abayomi had only 

question to ask Leonard.
Q. When you passed the 

man in white, where was the 
parcel?

A. At his feet.

tified as Ligali (who took no 
part in the exploit) and Ajayi 
were seen in the hospital 
grounds. When Gay’s house 
was searched nothin" 
found; a second visit pr, 
a mat and a raincoat, I 
boards and two knives, 
blood-stained and found ur 
his grandmother’s bed.

Ajayi had been heard to 
that his father wanted to get 
him endowed with witchcraft or 
juju which needed a particular 
ingredient. Altogether, there 
were 29 prosecution witnesses 
of which 13 were material ones. 
The chief prosecution witness 
was one Salvador who claimed 
to be a friend of the accused 
men What he had to say. if that in Mi 
proved beyond beyond any ’ 
reasonable doubt, would spell 
ruin to Ajayi and Gay. The case 
against Gay was strong but his 
counsel. Mr. Adedapo Kayode. 
put up a brilliant defence, as too 
did Ajayi’s counsel Mr.
Abayomi. 

The first set of witnesses that in Fanti, 
were called established who the understand, 
corpse was and the discovery of 
its missing head. However, a  
witness called John who testifi- were go 
cd that he was present when the Hospital 

body was u*: 
was

the mortuary 
hours?

A. The key is always kept 
with the senior nurse on duty.

The Government analyst, 
Mr. Southall. then gave 
evidence. He admitted that the 
blood stains he examined may 
have been human blood. The 
tests he carried out were not 
conclusive. Furthermore, he ad­
mitted. on cross-examination 
that he could only give an opi­
nion as to the origin of the 
blood stains. That concluded 
the case for the prosecution.

Bloodstains 'from 
my dead father

When Mr. Kayodc. 
defence of Gay. called Ga 
the first witness there 
in the " '
craned — 
watch the 
solemnly lee 
His evidence 
to the African 1 
General Hospital, Lago ) .

’ >ht of June 5 to see a dis- Ajayi was then 
n’e ._ <*-;«nd who he thought witness box. In his 

jty. It turne ’ 
he left. He

later.
Bashorun, gave 
to go ‘n-j 
cushion u 
from his 
Snclefo March that year 
and the bloodstains may have 
been drops from the carbu. 
That was all he k"e'v'

He was then subjected 
strenuous cross-exa

Q. How old are 
A* Twenty-five.
q. How long havc 

known Ajayi?
A. Most of my 
q. He is y°ur 
A- Yes.

Eziri, Leonard’s friend, was 
called next. He testified that he 
heard Gay’s voice calling 
Leonard. Next witness, 
Olurcmi, was a dispenser at the 
hospital and he testified he saw 
neither Gay nor Ajayi at the 
hospital that night nor did he 
give any medicine to Gay. He 
was followed by the gatekeeper, 
Bashorun, who testified he saw 
both Gay and Ajayi on the 

meet Gay night of June 5.
-A male nurse, Nicodemus, 

and a nurse, Henrietta testified 
that they saw Gay at the 
hospital on the night in ques­
tion; another nurse, Felicia and 
the telephone operator, 

money Anthony testified they did not 
see Gay. The next witness was a . 
pathologist, Dr. Davidson, who 
said he saw the decapitated 
oody and that the operation was 
neatly done by, in his opinion, 
someone with a certain amount 
of anatomical knowledge. He 
.u_ . 2ay was sufficiently

havc removed the 
an intent court, Mr.

rose to cross-examine

;h from the 
incriminating 

. the statement 
: presence of a 
died Mills. Gay 

expressed the desire to be 
jwed with the type of 

witchcraft known as OSO and 
that Ajayi had offered to help 
him. Mills later told Ajayi that 

the Gay had given a human head to 
one Verrisimo to carry out the 
necessaries. Gay denied every 

old item of the statement without 
knife. if this the one you use at 

the mort““r^anded onc of the ed. Santos, a friend of Gay’s
i «t Gav’s house.) father, and Edward, brother-in- 

law of Gay’s father, testified 
that they saw the corpse of 
Gay's father on the mat on the 
ground with the head on a 
pillow or cushion. There was 
bleeding from the mouth, they 
said, and both the mat and the 
cushion were those in court. 
Then it was the turn of the 
defence to spring a surprise. Mr. 
Kayode put Salagbcmi, 
Edward’s daughter, in the 
witness box and she testified 
that the raincoat alleged to be 
Gay's was hers and that the 
blood stain on it was hers. She 
had sat on it on onc occasion 
only to discover on getting up 
that she was menstruating. Mr. 
Pollard was not prepared to let 
her off so easily.

Q. Are you married?
A. Yes.
Q. Have you 
A. I have no 
Q. Do 

regularly?
A. I have no regular date for 

menstruation.
If she had made the fatal mis­

young man being take of saying ‘Yes’ to the last 
;d to the witness box. question her evidence would 

was that he went have been torn to shreds and 
Hospital (now rendered utterly worthless. That 

) on the closed the defence ease for Gay.
a dis- Ajayi was then put in the 

„„„ .._  - —  evidence he
It turned out he said it was true he did take part

- there in a conversation when Gay ex- 
three pressed the desire to dabble in 

„ witchcraft and that he offered to
emission help him, but it was all in fun. 

° The bloodstained He denied seeing Gay on the 
and mat were removed night of June 5 or going to the 

is parents’ room. His hospital. He then raised a com- 
* ffcred from and died of plcte defence alibi, and claimed 
Icle in March that year that the statement he gave to 

bloodstains may have the police was not voluntary, 
from the carbuncle. Mr. Pollard was certainly not 

prepared to let him get away 
with that.

Q. Did you go to the police 
station?

A. The police came for me. 
you Sergeant Agbabiaka was carry­

ing a double-barrelled gun. 
They said Gay had given the
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The trial had ended. Gay and 
Ajayi were once more free.

But a mystery remained un­
solved. Who removed the miss­
ing head? And. for what 
purpose?
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head to me. They to 
along. He said he st 
hospital on June 5.

Q. Did you 
statement?

A. It was not read to me.
Q. Did you know what was 

in the statement?
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"®KpO 
thenevvnylontippen

A. I can’t say. I went to bed 
at midnight.

Rafiu was then called and he 
corroborated Gay’s statement 
He was not cross examined. But 
that was not the end of the 
matter. Mr. Pollard asked lease 

_______  of the court to give evidence to 
me al the ^e effect that Ajayi’s statement 

to the police was voluntary. Mr 
Abayomi objected on the 
grounds that the statement was 
not put in till after the close of 
the case for the prosecution. 
The trial judge upheld the

I A. I did not know until it objection. .
I was read to me yesterday. They ’ 
I said they would make me a 
I crown witness if I would sign a 
I statement.
5Q

I A. 1 did not.
I Q. Where were you?
I A. At home celebrating
I naming ceremony of a c

The party was at my house.
Q. Did anyone 
A. A number 

were with me.
Q. Can you 

names?
I He was rattling them out 
when Mr. Pollard cut him short.

Q. Are there any of them 
here? _ _

A. Rafiu. the father of the and acquitted the accused men 
child whose naming ceremony *” ....................
we were celebrating.

Q. When did the 
begin?

A. About 4.30 p.r 
Q. How long did

The last hours of the trial 
were tense as first the prosecu­
ting counsel, then the two 
defence counsels addressed the 

lhc jucjgC gave
his summing up in a clear, 
precise and unhurried voice and 
then the curtain marking the 
end of the trial began to close as 
the jury retired to deliberate 
The climax had been reached. 
What would be their verdict?

A tense, silent court watched 
the jurors take their seat and 
their foreman stepped forward 
to give their verdict. Gay and 
Ajayi were found ‘Not Guilty’ 
on all five counts. There was a 
spontaneous outburst from the 
spectators which was promptly 
silenced. The judge discharged

In.:.mil
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world is over- 
Julated .. By 1975 

j population figure will 
rise to four billion . . . There is 
an energy crisis, food shortage, 
inflation, etc., etc....” 

This is the theory of the 
super-powers who advocate 
birth control — in Africa and in 
the other "under-developed" 
Third World countries.

And like the fools we are. we 
listen. We comply. We proceed 
to castrate our men and to 
sterilize our women. We forget 
that we have our own life-style. 
Unhappilj we are selling off our 
identity all the time and now we 
arc neither "African" nor 
“Western."

Still more convincing is the 
argument about family plan­
ning. Each man and woman 
must produce just one boy and 
one girl. Each boy and each girl 
produced by each African and 
his wife must be trained in the 
best universities and must end up 
Ph.Ds with hands that must 
never be soiled by engine oil or 
dirtied by humus. Again we 
comply. We “plan" our 
families.
- That word "planning" has a 
magic nng to it. It implies 
responsible thinking and 
responsible action with predic­
table results. In a “planned" 
family everything works accor­
ding to plan. The planners 
become God with the power of Wl 
life and death. Look at the 15 j 
propaganda. Each time you see 
an African family depicted 
nowadays in advertisements 
there is one man and one 
woman, one boy and one girl. 
This incredible picture is the 
ideal we arc expected to 
achieve.
Bid to rescue 
black culture

How did Africa come to be ulation figure and you will agree 
involved in planning its own ex- that what we need more urgent- 
tinction? The answer is, in the 
same way that Africa rejected 
producing its own natural food 
by farming its fertile land, but ning are distractions from the 
imports rice and other foods big issues of today 
from Europe. Africa abandoned Give the v,,,., 
its own culture and tradition — amenities — elcctri 
until it realised its own folly and power, 
nOw we arc mounting a big and schools, 
expensive come-back operation 
to rescue black culture during

1
Use these Extrasensory Powers 
WHY LIMIT YOURSELF TO FIVE SENSES? 
Qppine hearing, touching, smelling, and tasting re­
veal only a part of life and reality. There is a world 
of perception—of greater realization behind your 
outer self-
Impressions of these extrasensory powers occasion­
ally arise in your conscious mind. The strange feel­
inc of an impending danger—-that intuitive flash or 
hunch with its forceful clarity—or receiving the 
thought of another before he has spoken it—these 
are telltale indications of your unused potentialities. 
No longer are these something to just wonder about 
and not to discuss. They are not supernatural or 
weird, but natural phenomena. To understand, de­
velop and direct them can transform your whole 
personality. They can provide greater insight and 
power of personal achievement.
Challenge these remarks! Write to the Rosicrucians, 
a worldwide cultural organization (not a religion) 
for the facts about your extrasensory powers. Stop 
denying the greater part of yourself!

ACCEPT THIS FREE BOOK
To those who have experienced these deeper psychic 
aspects of self and want to learn to bring them into 
service at will, the Rosicrucians offer the free book 
The Mastery Of Life. It tells how you may share in 
this practical knowledge.
Please use coupon or write to: SCRIBE G.u.o

9® ROSICRUCIANS
Gosbecks Road. Colchester. Essex C02 9LE. England

free copy of THE MASTERY 
may receive this knowledge.

TO HELL WITH 
BIRTH CONTROL 

limbs so as to grow up an em- clinics, medical doctors, not 
barrassment to the parents and retired nurses — give the men 
to society. more jobs, establish more in-

If Africa has any disease dustrics, show us how to use the 
iy it is not overpopulation, million acres of empty land, 

‘world’ may have that dis- teach us not to flee from our 
villages only to flood the cities, 
and the problem of family plan­
ning or birth control will cease 
to blackmail us.

We Africans used to have a 
social responsibility which 
began with a closely knit family. 
We used to laugh with surprise 
at Europeans who did not 
marry at all, or who — when 
they married — selfishly 
produced two, at most three, 
children. Today we do not 
laugh so loud because we have 
become imitators of what we 
were ridiculing. I suppose we 
can be said to have ‘devclopc .

Do wc have anything that 
someone else will imitate so as 
to develop? What about our 
complete oneness with nature. 
The quality that breeds our 
male and female athletes? Arc 
wc not even losing that. In a 
country where so many went 
about naked a few decades ago. 
sex shows and pornography 
arc becoming commercial 
propositions. ,

Away with birth control, 
family planning in the Africa o 
today. Let us resist being lea 
away from nature. For nature is 
the ally fif Africa and nature is 
Africa’s contribution to a con­
fused and artificial world that 
has forgotten how to laugh an 
thrives on violence and 
destruction.

Above all, let us be ourselves. 
Afncans.

clinics, 
retired 
more jobs. 1 

:a has any disease dustrics, shov 
today it is not overpopulation. 
The ‘world’ may have that 
case but Africa is not 
that ‘world.’ The late 
Ojikc used to say that if his 
father had not been a 
polygamist, he would never 
have been born. This is not to 
advocate polygamy but to say 
that no one can predict how one 
child may alter the history of a 
whole nation. We must 
remember this as we ‘control 
birth’ and ‘plan families.’ Africa 
needs all her manpower.

Nigeria is about four times 
the size of Britain, with prac­
tically the same population. 
What arc wc planning to do 
“1 all that empty land? Lagos 

congested, Enugu is over­
populated, Ibadan is over­
crowded, so is Kano, so is 
Benin, but what about Usonigbc 
or Anchau, or Nkwcllc, to men­
tion a few remote Nigerian 
villages? And what about the 
land in between?

The truth is that much of 
Africa is actually under­
populated. Try and check the 
countries by area and by pop-

that what wc need more urge... 
ly is social and economic plan­
ning: control of our resources. 
Birth control and family plan­

ing its fertile land, but ning 
rice and other foods big is 
-- !. Africa abandoned 

ire and tradition — 
realised its own folly and

Hing
<pcnsivc come-back < 

rescue black cultur
arts festivals only. Perhaps birth 
control is also part of the new 
culture.

It actually was part of ancient 
African culture. On the whole 
there were large families in 
Africa before the coming of the 
super-powers, but the size of the 
family was limited naturally — 
by marriage, in the prim- ~r 
inanhood — not before 
breast feeding the baby nine to 
ten months, not by using tinned 
••natural" mother’s milk, by the 
absence of promiscuity in sex 
patters, and by natural 
selection.

Deformed children were cast 
aside in Ibo land. Weak children 
were not nurtured in oxygen 
tents or provided with artificial
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If you lend £5 to a friend and 
never see him again, it's 
worth it.

AbxJec Drops can be added to your 
batrys m?< or cerea1. or merely 
dropped onto his tongue (there s 
r.ardiy any taste to bother hm) 
- and lust one dose a day provides 
311 me vitamins he neeas m 
correctly balanced proportions So 
one tmy boule lasts a long time 
Now you don’t have to wait till your 
child is old enough for pills and 
syrups

Give him Abidec 
Drops from the 
beginning 
and watch 
him grow

. strong,tomorrow
,1 uni
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pals from anywtw m the w
the work! Interests 
Actma danenfl 
travT-r mg Age 20

Pretty nurse: "Each time I 
take this patient's pulse it 
goes faster. Should I give him 
a sedative?"
Doctor: "No — a blindfold."

A Sunday school teacher ask­
ed her class of four-year-olds 
if anybody knew where God 
lived. A little girl stood up, 
wide-eyed and innocent, and 

' Please, teacher. God 
lives in the bathroom at our 
house."

The teacher asked the 
child how she knew, and was 

»ry morning, 
s on the door and 
are you still in

young lady asked her doctor 
he could recommend an ab­

solutely safe method of 
contraception.
"The only sure method I know 
of." the doctor replied coldly, 
"is a glass of unsweetened 
lemon juice."
"Thank you so much. Doctor." 
said the girl. "Just a glass of 
lemon juice. Before or after?" 
"Instead of!"

n
r-, 'KT'.S

Ali on telephone: "Please 
come at once doctor, my I’ 
tie boy has swallowed 
razor blade!" 
Doctor: "Don't 
on my way. But 
you done so far?”
Ali: "I’ve used my electric 
razor."

thanks to Ab-dec Drops He’s only 
9 months od. and just look at him 
stand ng1 You see already Ab-dec 
Drops are giving h-m me bas s for a 
beahhy manhood Ordinary 
children’s v.tarn ns are fine for 
Oder children but bab es and most 
toddlers can t manage p .is and 
thick syrups It s for them that we 
produce Ab-dec Drops
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Am. Abu Dhabi Battalion Gadatli 
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-- to wall died out, and shall never die as h 
along Lusaka’s Cairo long as there arc Blacks." |

7 a r ------ ------- — *" r Another girl 1 interviewed said:
Ltd., one of the dressers who have set up shop “Africans in America arc | 

the hair plaiting under the shady trees in certain plaiting their hair because their 
residential areas. ancestors over here did it and

f - 116 Says a young Lusaka they (Afro Americans) must not
tound everywhere,from stalls at secretary: “Hair plaiting is as think that they’ve started a, 

to air conditioned old as the world and it has never cultural revolution."______

id premises with wall
••*•••* w j ...... mirrors ——--o ------

■x a says Mrs. Anna Chipimo, direc- Road — not to mention hair 
and tor of Moye ' ’ * * — — 'u"'

a^ Dorchris pioneers in 
js arc business.

r Hair plaiting ‘salons’ 
■m.miw< found everyw’ 

the markets

'Wlese»g.t knotted as tar «s Zambian girls areo»„oer»«a.booMse 

Plaits are back
■ 1NTIL a few years back 
I ■ Zambian women would

only wear the African hair­
do at home; now the mini­
skirted glamour girls of Zambia 
are gradually changing the

i trend, and can be seen showing- 
off their beautiful African hair 
styles in every town and city.

I Miss Christine Chilepa, co- 
| owner of Dorchris hair plaiting 
u house, whose salon plays 
|j African tunes as customers wait 
? to have their hair plaited, told 
It me that her salon has had a fan- 
m tastic response from the fashion
II conscious members of the 
B public.
G Her five hairdressers handle
I more than 30 customers a day. 
n The process of plaiting hair in
II the most stylistic manner takes 
I time — 20 to 30 minutes in 
B some cases and Miss Chilcpa is 
I planning to increase the number 
n of hairdressers within the 
j foreseeable future.

I Opened in February this 
i year, Dorchris operates six days 

’ a week except Mondays. From 
B 8 a.rn. until 5 p.m. is the usual 
t routine, but at month’s end, 
1 ?rc open until 9 p.m., for 

that is when most customers
I' have money.
| Choice of 
| 2S styles

I mD<Jrchns P'aWn8 house is 
V inCr 7 °nc ^any such places
II Do ^rokia, but in Lusaka, 
It nlnr F'S 1S among the favourite 
B hav *nB salons, with customers 
Ij Fer'n& a ch°*cc of 22 styles.
I K3.5OTanBC fr°m KL5° 10 

u Lu±S Monde Lishomwa, a 

I do^"8 h°ve°S<

1 8o. just like hot
j ChT^ver. Miss ______
h her sistWh° runs Dorchris with 

. lhat “fkCr .J^othy, maintains 
H now r„n Gambian woman has I ,ha' I hair t? bcaul>' 
| ir'«i«ibleC" S'ylM

H '^Pact *nt5rcst'n& to note what 
I madc- m nCW crazc has 
I* UlanapOrnt rs; L. Austin.I I4arg0l n's of Lusaka’s famous 
i! ? that th ulltlUc stated recent-
II ^s go ® salcs of Afro-wig;

**>• Past fe?'" w"^ably it.
II to a few v tnonlhs compared 

I US'? >0 wIlTv btck whcn W8S I , Miss M hkc hot cakes.
1 Lusaka Mwiya.
I r'8ular p°hcewontan a
I ^htmen^ ?mer ™1.._ 

5 “SBS
If you would like j 
Pen Pal. send brij 
derails las on thl 
page) with a sma| 
photograph to
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Announcing the 
» ™Seen the wheels.

Ford Cortina XL is better than 
The ne se Ford have put more car be­
eper. o wheels. The longer wheelbase 
tween * |S more space for the passen- 
mean®jthout adding to the length of the car. 
0erS ..soension system is also new with 
The tar-links in the rear to reduce jumping 
f°ur releration and nosediving on braking, 
on t suspension is mounted on a sub- 
rhe to lessen road noise and vibration 
rame \ more car between the wheels, 
V ? have made the new Cortina smoother, 
ord na e beautiful. And they've in- 
®ekt a1600cc engine bigger for boost 
a!,e?aw Ford Cortina.XLisa lot more car 
ie ne"/es no more of the road, 
t 'Crowded world, that's progress.

New Ford Cortina XL.Even better
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company after Francisco's clay model had impressed the exper

TOY
STOCKS

he

EXPECTS

of
a

hard-bitten
the compi

Francisc_ _
which stunned the

COMPUTER
in Zambia, 14-yeai 
cisco Chirundo was
ing for old bits of ____ _ oiartea ms —

—*-*- spare-time hobby, the tender age 
A home-designed, he made, again 
'■''■'moutfir tha* u— thiS and that, 

fan.

a computer

the ears of cor 
in the country v 
invention "tl 
series."

present the science won< 
boy with computer equipmi 
worth K2.600 (about £1,3( 
to help him progress in 
hobby. "Such talent shoulc 
be wasted," enthused a co 
pany representative vw 
handed over the equipment 
a delighted Francisco.

He promptly producec 
new computer, a refinem 
of his first model. He has e 
been given training mani 
and invited to call in at 
company's worksh 
whenever he runs ■ 
technical difficulties.

What does Francisco 
with his computers? 
solves arithmetic probl 
brought to him by fe| 
school pupils. At a small fe 
course.

computer which, when fed 
with one question and five 
answers, would pick the cor­
rect answer Francisco made 
his computer last year when 
he was still 13. He had 
started his scientific career at 

r ar,e of seven when 
again from scraps « 
that, a torch and

But the computer won 
Francisco considerable 
acclaim in Zambia and his 
achievement was brought to 
», . ompUler eXperts

who dubbed his 
the Chirundo

So impressed was the 
:ai Drain management of the giant 
-^enIarv the^deXX

home-made foot­
township streets 

171 . -ar-old Fran­
co was busy look- 

wire for his-----Y_e^ct.r‘ca* 

The result?
home-built computer that has 
earned him a place if not in 
the world of science, at least 
!n ,he. hearts of the usually 

businessmen of 
>uter industry.
>co s first computer 

------ .— exPerts by 
the ingenuity of its design 
was made from scraps of 
wire, old batteries and — 

house his electrical brain.
It was a r
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a cream.

all over
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face^ 
lighten,

%/WW Vsh'^I \ecause 
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Lotus body cream 
— the face cream 
that’s made for
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ILION OFITHE WES

pcor 
ponents, 
were ft*

. School, Kudeti, Ibadr 
Government College, 
Ibadan; and the 01

)Ilcgc in Lagos. He 
illiant career as a

Adegoke Adelabu ,

Higher Colic 
had a briKi 
student.

Alhaji Adclaba was a man 
who believed in one Nigeria. He 
once said about Nigeria’s unity: 
•‘Tribes must die, ethnic 
groupings fade away, and sec­
tional interests be submerged 
and sacrificed, in order that a 
nation vigorous, virile and 
transcendental may arise.”

When he died in a tragic 
motor accident in March 1958, 
at the height of his political 
glory, many of his supporters in 
the NCNC suspected the cir­
cumstances of his death, es­
pecially as the accident occurred 
in what his political supporters 
preferred to refer to as “enemy 
territory.”

His suppor 
believe

i, were

Political
Uniquc.

’Htically

. '?«• i ...
a fanatk.

L’PTEph of about five feet six incnes tan, out no p.uyou ...»
rWc death"’ He was a tiny fiaht for Nigerian freedom. At his graveside, many
.nd****' role of a1.giantN,^erians vowed to take care of his family, especially the

r.,Oke Oluku" in of his fellow Nig d DRUM-S Investigators travelled to the
„‘rU“'lh'm'cc*ofhis 15 children he f the |ate Alhaji Ghadamosi Adegoke Adelabu

Oke-Oluokun res'dence o 1 $ after the author of „Po|itica|
I Haraldri" ‘ dierd so tragically in a motor accident in March 1958.

I Particuliri mcrnory is revered 
wasb^'p > at Ibadan’ whcrehe

rcsidcntsCkP fcclin8 of Ibadan’s 
a taxi h SUmmcd UP ,n what 
"|l>adannV"||1°'d mc r'cenlly: 
stronger J n'v" hav': " 
loved and morc universally 
.r, s°n-of-thc-soil than 

<delabu).” Such 
cm in which he is 
inn people that 

secondary school 
ever to be given by 
ty Council was 
1 his eldest son,

> driver 
‘dan will 

cr and mon

WF 
he first secc* 

scholarship 
■bad an Citi 
awarded to 
Adejare.

Bui it is not on|;. Ibadan 
pcoplt who miss this popular 
M'tiaan and mmj|ter, wh0 
introduced colour and humour 
into the politics of his time. One 
man in Kaduna said that he 
doubled if the Yorubas could 
ever again produce a political 
human dynamo.

The late Adegoke Adelabu 
was born in 1915. to Muslim 
middle class parents at Okc- 
Oluokun, Ibadan. His father 
was Sanusi Ashiyanbi Adcycgc 
Adclabu and his mother Awu- 
join Ajokc. He attended schools 
at St. David’s CMS Elementary 

lan; the 
also at 

)ld Yaba

wu.v.1 occurred shortly after his 
burial.

At his grave-side, political 
associates vowed to uphold his 
ideas. Some promised to 
educate his numerous children, 
and most (but not all, according 
to the head of the family) have 
honoured their promises.

The late Alhaji Adelabu was 
in the forefront of the political 
crusade to reinstate the late 
Alhaji Adcyemi, who was 
removed as Alafin of Oyo and 
exiled to Lagos by the then 
civilian government of the old 
Western region. The present 
Alafin of Oyo is the eldest 
surviving son of the banished 
Alafin, and he was quick to 
come to the aid of the Adclabu 
family in appreciation of the 
fight put up by the late Alhaii 
Adclabu in favour of his fath . 
in the fifties.

A cousin of the deceased 
Alhaji Badamosi Adeycmi said 
“The irony is that 
z\dclabu‘s death help ea 
from quarters where it was lCas^ 
expected. His parly associate, 
outside his own Yoruba trih 
have been very faithful to their

The political life of thc i 
Alhaji Adelabu was very 
my. He was a dogged n«ht2.' 
Starting in 1947, when he n->; « " 
fee of two Naira and ten l- l 
into the NCNC Lond ° 
Delegation fund, his rise £ ? 
party's hierarchy was mcteJj 
At thc time of his death in 
he was leader of NCNC n 
position in the Western 11 p 
of Assembly. ,Ou&-

He was founder 
president of the Moh 
Grand Alliance Party, whi° aJ 
aligned with the 
Mobolaje. literally transit 
means; “Do „o, "sla<ec 
greatness.” ru«

Adelabu’s political 
osophy was uniqUe Pai 
once wrote: “Politically Ic 
West African, in 1952, j &S 
radical socialist and a fan^ 
nationalist. This means JJatic= 
other circumstances, I w 5 
other things. If , *°“ldfc 
Englishman. I would be 
servative; if French, a Game 
if Russian, a Communj.. ‘s 
Indian, on the left wjn„ •*> 
Congress Parly; if G ” 01 tl- 
Nazi; if North American- 
incurable capitalist; a ' 
South African. . raci' . "d

His views un issu***-jrters rioted. Some 
ved to be his op­

us, were lynched; others 
maimed during the riot

)ple



i

HUGE following for the late Adegoke Adelabu at his home in Ibadan.
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His sharp tc 
of rulers in theEqual 

chances 
for all 
continued 
education revealed

He was also a great orator, 
able to hold sway in Nigerian 
politics for several years, 
despite the fact that Ibadan City

PLEASE TURN OVE~R

"They should not be merely His sharp tongue and dislike 
sitting all day at office desks of rulers in the West at that time 
turning out an incredible brought him in conflict with the 
amount of paper work,” he said. ' *

| r ----  --  ~
man of the people. He propos

I lor example to abolish prefcrc 
I ‘ial treatment in educati. 
I based on the dtflmww 

... I C
......... .. "untea careers opcr 

talents. As he said:
and ’

law on several occasions; but 
Alhaji Adclabu always emerged 
unscathed. He once engaged a 
British Queen’s Counsel, Mr. 
Dingle Foot, to argue his appeal 
on a contempt of court charge 
at the High Court of Western 
Nigeria. A two-month jail term 
passed on him earlier by an 
Ibadan Magistrate's Court was

ARE IN YOUR MOTHERLAND
GENUINE INDIA—AMERICAN TALISMAN 
LUCKY RINGS AND HINDU AMULETS. 
CONTROLLED BY QUEEN OF SHEBA
The mysterious power that compels success and 
changes bad luck to Good Luck

Ensure yourself by wearing QUEEN OF SHEBA 
' TALISMAN” and be master in confidence for 
success in all your undertakings in life

YOUR SUCCESS 
STARTS FROM
THIS HOUSE

Your surest guarantee for success at the first attempt 
in G.C.E., W.A.S.C. and R.S.A. Examinations is to 
enrol with Exam Success — the only Tuition House 
specifically founded for African students by African 
Educationists and situated right at your doorstep. 
Just see a few of the many services you get as a student of Exam 
Success Correspondence College.

* Cheaper Tuition Fee
Faster Delivery

* Comprehensive, self contained lectures
Simplicity in Language
Varied literature and Brochures: Such as I 
Quarterly Newsletter, Free psychology servi 
Free Pre-Exam Test Service.
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Differences 
of opinion

On many occasions I 
harassed the Action Grot 

I’crning party of the th. 
stern region. He hardly ever 

saw eye to eye with them. 
But unfortunately for him, he quashed, 
was not able to convince voters 
outside Ibadan parliamentary' 
constituencies that his brand of 
politics was better than that of 
Chief Awolowo’s Action 
Group.

—Africa’s Most Successful Postal College 
Member of the International Council on 
Correspondence Education

as a 
)scd
ren-

------- - vuucation nara< 
based on the differences in 
economic status of parents. He West

.Carc.crs °Pcn to al1 saw
— ..w "I wanl

opportunity based on merit."
Equally, he believed the 

advancement of agriculture re­
quired trained agriculturists to 
use their hands as well as sitting 

ofiiecs giving instruction.
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CHAIN-SMOKER Adelab 
was rarely seen without 
cigarette in his hand. Her 
he is pictured lighting 
new stick from another.

FIVE-WIFE line-up of 
late Adegoke Adelabu 
(left to right) Taibatu, 
Ayisatu, Jejelola — the 
most senior wife 
Adedoja and Koser 
the background 
grave of their late

was the seat of the Action 
Group, the then governing body 
of Western region. Even at a 
time when all other parliamen­
tarians from Ibadan Division 
teamed up with the Action 
Group in government, Alhaji 
Adclabu remained loyal to the 
NCNC and turned away 
the attractions of beir 
Cabinet Minister in 
government

A flamboyant politician, 
when in 1951 he became 
Federal Minister of Social Ser­
vices, the exclusively reserved 
areas of Ikoyi where he had his 
official residence became a 
haven for his political sup­
porters, drummers and praise 
singers. He was the first person 
to give a typical Nigerian party 
— drums and all — at Ikoyi.

He stated firmly that 
expatriates who felt the place 
had become too noisy were free 
to move ouL But many ex­
patriates admired his originali­
ty, and enjoyed his sense of 
humour.

Praise
singers

Whenever Adelabu went out 
or travelled home to Ibadan, 
drummers and praise singers 
always accompanied him. More 
than that, when he once went to 
Broadcasting House at Ibadan 
to broadcast his party’s political 
manifesto, he refused to leave 
his drummers behind.

For a politician to be a crowd 
puller in Nigeria he needed to be 
very generous with his money, 
his food and his time. The late 
Adcgokc Adclabu certainly 
knew the ropes. Hundreds of 
people fed fat on him every day. 
“As a result,” said a family 
spokesman “the late ‘Lion of 
the West’ had no time to think 
about saving for the morrow.”

At a time when parlia­
mentarians and ministers 
were often accused of corrupt 
practices, the late Adclabu was 
said to have spent all his salary 
as a legislator on feeding the 
masses. A former political sup­
porter put it this way: “He who 
pays the piper, they say, may 
also dictate the tunc. Some of us 
made life hard for the political 
opponents of Alhaji Addabu, to 
the joy of Adclabu and the 
NCNC itself. We never 
regretted our association with 
him.”

As a man of the people, he 
often wined and dined with low- 
class people at market places, 
parks and local restaurants 
where some clerks would not 
accept to drink ordinary water. 
He once wrote: “Those who will 
help the poor and comfort the


