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ise to take p 
is to live under tl 
men,” comes from Plato, 
organisation is the vital prin 
responsible government . . . the 
was an election without party.* 
Walter Bagchot in the hcy< 
Victorian parliamentary democracy, 
proposals also enshrine the princip 
" one man (or one woman), one vole." 
and make MPs representatives and not 
delegates of their constituencies.

To carry out its objective the com­
mission proposes restraints on the execu­
tive, that is the Prime Minister and 
cabinet, which amounts to a division of 
power between it, the President, and the 
courts. The President is not "executive", 
but certain of his powers would be 
exercised not on the advice of the Prime 
Minister but in "consultation” with this 
Council of State, which consists of 
ex-officio members. These powers include 
appointment of the Auditor-General, the 
Governor and Board of the Bank of 
Ghana, and the heads of many other 
bodies. The President is virtually the 
only authority in certain matters affecting 
Chiefs, and if the National Assembly is 
dissolved it is not the Prime Minister 
but he who carries the government.

The constitutional commission goes as 
far as to say it does not intend parlia­
ment to be a “ sovereign legislature "— 
a proposition the Constituent Assembly is

U.S A 25 cents

issues the assembly has to decide? The 
draft constitution constams many pro­
posals which have been criticised, 
although all members of the assembly 
will accept the reasoning behind them, 
since they arc intended to make it im­
possible for a single party, much less a 
single man. ever again to take over the 
aparatus of government on behalf of a 
minority. Most members, too, will sup­
port the Chief Justice and his colleagues 
in their desire to ensure that people of 
standing and integrity could play a signi­
ficant part in the government without full 
involvement in party politics. But, as 
we said when the proposals were 
published a year ago, the great dilemma 
is to reconcile two principics/mshrincd in 
quotations used by the commission. “ The 
punishment which the wise suffer who 
refuse to take part in the Government, 

the Government of worse 
from Plato. “ Party 

inciple of 
‘tore never 
y,” wrote 
eyday of 
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iple of
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Ghana’^HBig^Mbate 
JJEFORE starting discussion of 'the 

constitutional proposals of the Chief 
Justice’s commission. Ghana's Constitu­
ent Assembly, which began its work 
last week, was involved in an argument 
about its own position. Some members 
hotly criticised the idea that the 
Assembly's findings should be subject to 
approval by the National Liberation 
Council, and the assembly has asked for 
authority to promulgate the constitution 
itself. Members also argued that the 
constitution finally drawn up should be 
submitted to a referendum, if it was to 
claim popular support.

The arguments on both issues show a 
proper democratic spirit. But neither 
issue seems to be fundamental and there 
is much more important work before 
the Assembly. Until the civilian govern­
ment takes over, the NLC holds ulti- 
[mate authority in Ghana and it is 
difficult to sec how it could, in a matter 
so important as the new constitution, 
ihand over this authority to the Con­
stituent Assembly. The assembly itself, 
though widely representative, has been 
elected and selected in a variety of ways 
and cannot possibly claim the authority 
of a parliament. In any case it seems 
most unlikely that the NLC would 
reject any proposal that had the 
assembly’s full support, and its approval 
for the draft that emerges, even if it 
will not be automatic, can confidently 
be expected.

A referendum, on the other hand, is 
not a proper device for testing popular 
support for the numerous and complex 
clauses of a constitution. For all that 
voters would be asked to do would be 
to accept or reject the document com­
pletely. In practice critics would be con­
cerned only with certain clauses, while 
not all critics would object to the same 
ones. In this way, a constitution might 
be rejected although the voters approved 
it in general, while it is even possible 
that no constitution could ever secure 
the necessary majority, f 
new civilian parliament, as 
of the voters, f 
alterations, if 
constitution unc 
is elected

What, then, are the main constitutional
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independent Auditor General wou

I be acceptable checks on the ex< 
But it is likely that the Con 
Assembly will decide that the dra 
posals go too far in restraimi 
executive, and may lead only to a 
conflict, deadlock, and a general« 

' down of the government—althou 
I last, in contras: to the frenzic 

usually misdirected activity of Nkr 
days, might be no bad thing.
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ige of the population betwe 
of 18 and 21. and because 
roportion of literacy among 
red with older people, h 

quarrel with the constit 
ssion's desire to preserv 

institution of chieftaincy, and ti 
tcct chiefs from politics. But mai 
criticise the proposal that two-thi 
the members of local councils sho 
“ traditional ” and only one-third e 
in accordance with the conce 
“ basing the structure of local g 
ment on traditional institutions".

The constitutional commission’ 
posals, which include the clauses 
actual constitution. All a book o 
400 pages. The constitution itse 
172 clauses covering methods of a 
ing the constitution, citizenship, : 
mental human rights, voting, chief 
the situation of public lands, el 
well as the powers of the Presidei 
executive and parliament. By thi 
the working committees and p 
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, taritas handed over a large 
stockfish there, one of many 

> by this body. But communi­
cations to inland areas of the South- 
Eastern State arc only slowly returning to 
normal, and in the Rivers State there arc 
big natural obstacles to relief distribution. 
Airlifts from Lago 
Calabar, organised . 
added to the supplies, 
food by helicopter fro

A greater pre' ‘ 
is the continued

to I
- Fede 
. The

for example, 
quantity of ! 
contributions

to i

' ~ ;os to Port Harcourt and 
by the Red Cross, have 

—,:*s, and Umcef has taken 
__ .rom Calabar to Uyo. 
roblcm than communications 
J reluctance of huge numbers

territory the Red Cross and the 
will join in an anti-measles campaign.

Nobody involved believes that the air 
lift is sufficient; only an enormous increase 
in supplies can prevent famine. Foi 
Biafra’s supplies of basic carbohydrates arc 
expected to run out soon (seed yams have 
been eaten), and the airlift brings mainly* 
protein foods. It is estimated that between 
1.500 and 2,000 tons of carbohydrates every 
day will have to be brought in soon, to 
avoid a "catastrophe ”,

One Churches relief works 
William Aitken, says only a 
corridor will do the job. 
Cross is going to fly 
food, which may include y- 
carbohydrates. Fortunately I 
refugees, larger aircraft will

, work better than it die
...jsc in ... ”

fortunate in the abundant food supplir 
at hand, the Ibo country now s 
shortages is near the big 
of the Benue basin.

ker. the Rev. 
land or water 
But the Red 

in some Dahomean 
yams and other 

• for the Biafran 
il soon be flying

Food piling up / 
of tons were codec 
of people to come out of hiding in the bush. 
When they do come out. Red Cross relief 
teams arc often waiting to help them; but in 
Ibo areas—the Northern parts of Eastern 
Iboland, and the Ibo provinces of the Mid- 
West—great numbers arc still in the bush.

There has also been considerable difficulty 
and confusion over handling of food and 
medical supplies at Lagos, and overland and 
air supplies to Enugu or Asaba may be no 
easier than seaborne supplies to the Eastern 
States. But the distribution system docs, it 
seems, work better than it did. And many 
of those in need on the Federal side arc 

’ ‘r::J implies near 
mtry now suffering 
g food-growing area

Biafra's Air Lifeline
Because of the Churches—whose airlift 

has never had Federal permission—the Red 
Cross suspension of the Red Cross airlift 
had less serious effects than it might have 
been in Biafran-hcld territory. But it was 
serious enough. The Biafran relief pro- 

immc depends on protein foods—dried 
< and stockfish are major items—arriving 

When the aircraft land at Uli they 
loaded quickly, and Red Cross and 

•s take the relief to distribu- 
direct to the large numbers 

The Churches' distribu- 
Mh sides, uses local clergy 

/—a useful asset Their 
ross. has. if only for a

for Red Cross use tn Santa Isabel. Fernando 
ected; later these, and more, were flown into

in They include the four C979 Boeing 
Stratofrcighters given by the USA to the 
Churches' airlift; these arc expected to fly 
very soon, and so arc the four Strato­
freighters given by the USA to the Red 
Cross, carrying up to 20 tons each. Two 
Canadian Supcrconstcllations arc now on 
the Sao Tomd food run. With these air­
craft several hundred tons might, perhaps, 
be flown in every night. There have also 
been a few smaller private ventures in 
relief flights to Biafra. and the French Red 
Cross has flown considerable amounts from 
Gabon. A whole hospital is to be flown in 
pcaccmcal from Sao Tomd. But if fore­
casts prove correct, all these airborne efforts 
may still be very inadequate.

At the other end of the relief operations 
arc organisations in Europe and North 
America—National Red Cross Societies, 
Catholic and other Church humanitarian 
bodies, Oxfam and other fund-raising 
organisations and smaller bodies. There arc 
also the activities of Governments (the US 
has given S22m. for both sides, and Presi­
dent Nixon, in response to an appeal 
by over 150 Congressmen, has said 
there will be more; the British Government, 
which has given about £lm. for Nigeria 
only, though it was offered to both sides, 
and is aiding a hospital in Enugu); and 
intergovernmental relief work—notably
Unieef and the World Food Programme. 
There arc also countless individuals, such 

' osc who have organised a Dutch food 
journey to Silo Tomd (whose limited 

facilities affect unloading of food for 
Biafra) via the USA. where dockers sus­
pended their strike to load her The flow of 
funds and food and medicine is not steady, 
but. one can reasonably expect that continued 
concern over the appalling human results of 
this war will keep relief flowing, whatever 
the problems—including political ones— 
involved in getting it to its destination.

support.
er side; support which 

—- iast summer, when the ... 
luitc as serious in Federally-occupied 

«f the South-East State—Uyo and 
provinces, especially—as anywhere 

4ow the situation in Uyo appears 
,‘u have improved. The observers' final 
_rcPort speaks of satisfactory efforts to deal 
U|,h malnutrition in the Uyo and lyu areas 
and cvcn in the badly-hit Ikot Ekepcnc 
®rca, but says more staple food is needed 
*°r about 100.000 people
. Tlie success, so far as it goes, of relief 
>n Federally-held areas is all the more 
Remarkable when communications problems 
i“to considered. Port Harcourt is still not 
functioning normally. Calabar is now 
togularly used for food shipments; recently.

Two Sides of War Relief
6 By a Correspondent 
t< the International Red Cross is now to 
U A fly food and medical supplies once
, more into the “redoubt ** under Biafran 
. control. The base has been moved from 
i Fernando Po. whose government stopped
• the airlift, to Cotonou, capital of Dahomey. 
' Flights to Biafra’s Uli airstrip (a two- 

*> mile stretch of the Onitsha-Ouerri road) 
« will take twice as long as those from 
ji Fernando Po. especially at night, when air- 
| craft have to skirt round Federal territory

And. unless agreement is reached on day 
s. flights, flights will remain restricted to those

Uli can take at night when it is used for 
I arms flights as well. The amount of relief
• which can be flown into Uli in one night 

has been estimated at between 100 and 200 
tons. The total varies, depending on other

9 traffic, weather, and—since November— 
f night air raids. When these started the 

<_ Federal authorities told the Red Cross that 
j it could fly only at its own risk. But it 
. does not seem that the raids have seriously 
’ affected use of the airstrip, where 20 or 30 
aircraft may still land in one night

The greater part of the airlift of relief 
supplies to Biafra has been the work of the

■ Churches’ relief organisations. Caritas began 
■■ its flights from Sao Tome1 last March, and 
I the World Council of Churches, soon after­
ll wards. Later about a dozen church organi- 
i sations involved. Catholic and Protestant. 

> banded together for the Joint Church Aid 
I airlift, which increased the number of its 
j aircraft m August and September, as the

“cd Cross did about the same time. Both 
airlifts have generally used Dakotas of

' about 10 tons capacity each. By the end of 
December Joint Church Aid (whose flights

? have continued) had flown in over 10,000 
’ ,ons of relief, the Red Cross about 7,000. 
f All the main organisations providing relief 

Biafran held areas also work on the 
feral side, by donation or distributions. 
c World Council of Churches, for

, example, has organised shiploads of relief 
material to go to Sao Tome or Fernando Po 
’tor Biafra) and to Nigeria. On the Federal 
S|dc the Nigerian Red Cross has done large- 

: scale emergency relief work since the war
■ cPan (and before) International bodies
■ an<* o,hcr Red Cross societies have provided

1 with food, vehicles and with doctors and
• cr.Personnel. though most of its staff is

‘Bcrian The Christian Council of Nigeria's 
is comparable. There is now a 

cdcra| Rehabilitation Commission.
Other relief bodies were working very 

Sarly on the Nigerian side, with support 
’ .rorn the same sources that supported relief ___
'!or the other side; support which greatly gram 
increased last summer, when the famine milk
Was quite as serious in Federally-occupied by air. 

,arcas of the South-East State—Uyo and arc unlc 
Annang provinces, especially—as anywhere Churches’ lorries 
, c- Now the situation in Uyo appears tion centres or d 

I to have improved. The observers' final of refugee camps.
tion system, on hot 
who know the country­
work and the Red Crt 
time, staved off famine

Last summer, when hardly any relief was 
coming in. starving people—especially 
children—were dying at a staggering rate. 
Since then things have improved visibly. 
Measles is now a threat but 700,000 
doses of measles vaccine have been flown in. 
and more are to follow In Federal-hcld
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statistical compil 

lent of natural it 
firs* ten year 

been laid, ECA need i

Sometimes, 
overwhelmed 
and may 
overdoing

incs its present organisation.
year’s budget (S4 65m.), some nine times 
the first one, is almost as great as the 
revenue of The Gambia. Yet the staff 
and organisation, in the light of the 
immense task still ahead of the Com­
mission, do not seem extravagant. At 
the end of 1968 the professional staff 
numbered 137 and the non-professional 
236. Of the professional staff, 40 per 
cent, were still non-African partly 
because, as a UN body, it would be 
inappropriate for all the staff to be 
African (a target of 75 per cent, has 
been set) and partly because African 
governments find it difficult to release 
the men required. It is also likely that 
Africanisation could be hastened only 
by increasing the preponderance (omit­
ting the Ethiopians and the Arabs) of 
English-speaking Africans on the staff. 
Some African states, according to a staff 
list published last August, still had pro­
vided nobody for the staff (Central 
African Republic, Chad, etc.).

On the whole the staff arc highly 
qualified: those Africans who might be 
regarded as in some way “ refugees" 
from their own countries being among 
the best. Highly technical work in, for 
example, demographic studies, carto­
graphy and telecommunications, 
undertaken and in the absence of cxistii 
material, the Secretariat has to do a gre 
deal of basic economic research of 
kind probably not undertaken by the 
UN Economic Commissions in other 
parts of the world. The resulting body 
of literature, as Mr. Gardiner claims, “is 
probably the most comprehensive and 
—_r .u_ problems, oppor- 

for the economic

.•ration.
ind appreciation of 

’ding as 
policies 
isfy the 
; and it 
cc most 

If the multinational approach is 
ig, increasingly, an African 
this is in fair measure because 

.1 and reasoned proselytising 
of the Commission; and the 
of the importance of multi­
operation runs through the 

the substantive preoccupa- 
id training, 

cr»ort, agriculture, 
mpilalion and the 
il resources." And 

irs a foundation has 
utcn laiu, cun necu not apologise if the 
substantive achievements are limited.

Are the foundations now laid, how­
ever? First, the institutional frame work 
is now sound, even if to achieve it last

10 YEARS OF ECA: 3

The Men and the Machine
Next week, at its ninth full meeting, which will be attended by U Thant, the UN 

Economic Commission for Africa celebrates the tenth anniversary of its founding, 
in January 1958. Continuing his short series of articles on the commission’s work, 
our correspondent here examir

T° anyone who docs not understand 
the complex problems raised by the 

small size and scanty resources of the 
majority of ECA’s members, the com­
mission’s activities may appear both 
routine and unfruitful. Taking, for 
example, its programme of conferences, 
meetings, seminars and training courses 
for a sample year, 1966, it might seem 
that, while organising some of these in 
centres other than its own headquarters, 
Addis Ababa might present logistic 
problems, all arc routine. The Nairobi 
seminar on basic cartographic services, 
the Yaounde training course in Organisa­
tion and Methods, the Niamey meeting 
on economic co-operation in West 
Africa, or the Ibadan pilot course in 
photogrammetry should not, it might be 
thought, strain the resources of a big 
UN body, any more than the Addis 
Ababa working group on censuses, or 
training courses in local government 
finance or in customs administration.

Compared with 1959, however, it was 
remarkable that already the members 
saw the point of getting together in this 
way and were ready themselves to spare 
the time of senior officials, or in some 
cases ministers, for co-operation, not 
merely with those with whom they had 
been associated in colonial days but with 
those with quite different traditions and 
a different official language. ECA, in 
other words, has actually succeeded in 
bridging the Anglophone-Francophone 
gap and in bringing in Liberia, Ethiopia, 
Somalia and the Arabic speaking states.

As Robert Gardiner, ECA’s Executive 
Secretary, says in his preface to “ A 
Venture in Self-Reliance”, ECA’s booklet 
on its first ten years, the commission docs 
not claim itself to have discovered the 
advantages of co-operation. But “ the 
recognition of need ar 
advantages” arc not the same thing 
“the patient evolution of studies, pOn 
and institutions designed to satisfy 
need and achieve the advantages; 
is here that I feel ECA can tak< 
credit. 1 * 
becoming 
reality, tnis 
of sustained 
on the part i 
recognition c 
national co-o 
work of all 
tions of ECA—education ant 
industry, 
research • 
developmt 
if in the I

At its plenary session the Commissi 
adopts the programmes of the sccrctar 
and the subsidiary bodies for the ensui 
two years; decides on the establishme 
and terms of reference of the subsidia 
bodies; considers proposals for action ai 
makes recommendation to memb 
governments, the specialised agencies, ai 
the UN Economic and Social Council.

Because of the size and complexity < 
the continent it was decided that as f; 
as possible ECA should work throug 
four sub-regional offices—that for We 
Africa in Niamey, for North Africa i 
Tangier, for the East in Lusaka and fc 
Central Africa in Kinshasa. Thes 
offices, too, require not only secretari: 
services but professional officers fror 
headquarters. There are now also seve 
quasi-permanent “ working parties" (o 
intra-African trade; monetary manage 
ment and intra-African payments; indus 
try and natural resources; transport an< 
telecommunications; agriculture; econ 
omic integration; and manpower an< 
training); the Conference of Africai 
Statisticians and the Conference o 
African Planners also meet regularly 
These bodies assist in implementing th< 
Commission’s decisions in their variou: 
fields and ensure regular co-operatior 
and consultation with member state* 
(their meetings are private). But so greai 
has been the strain that the Executive 
Secretary has been authorised by the 
Commission to limit the number of meet­
ings and the volume of documentation 
to "actual resources available.”

Although it was as a result of a study 
prepared by ECA that the African 
Development Bank, with its headquarters 
in Abidjan, was established, the bank is 
not a subsidiary of ECA, even if il 
operates in the same field. On the other 
hand, the African Institute for Economic 
Development and Planning, at Dakar, is 
really part of ECA’s training mechanism, 
providing a nine-month course for senior 
students together with shorter ones in 
individual countries or sub-regions.

ECA also works closely with bodies 
such as FAO, the International Tele­
communications Union, and WHO, who 
have liaison stalls at ECA, and attempts 
both to use their resources and to 
any duplication of their work, 
commission also open '---------- *—
gramme of technical 
ing of a "component” from the r 
programme of the United N: 
amounting to some S654.000 per year, a 
component from the regular programme 
of the United Nations Industrial Develop­
ment Organisation (UNIDO), amounting 
to some S96.000 per year, and a United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) component, which for 1967 and 
1968 averaged approximately 5450,000 
per year and has been fixed at S300.000 
for 1969.

Co-operation with private enterprise is 
also sought. It is hoped to expand earlier 
work on this subject into a “definitive 
study of the role, behaviour and relevance 
of private foreign investment in Africa."

intensive study of the 
tunitics and measures 
development of Africa."

indeed, the recipient is 
by the flood of material 

y feel that there is a danger of 
ig it. The members, too, may 

feel that the number of meetings, etc., 
is excessive though there have, in fact, 
been less than two hundred of all kinds 
since ECA was founded and most were 
of a training character, another ECA 
function making heavy demands on man­
power. The real problem is a familiar 
one; precisely those African governments 
which might need the commission’s ser­
vices most urgently often lack among 
their own staffs people who could take 
full advantage of these services.

The " Commission” itself, which directs 
and supervises the organisation and makes 
policy, is a public assembly of representa­
tives of the member and associate member 
States wfiich met annually until 1965. As 
recommended at the seventh session, it 
now meets at two-yearly intervals. It has 
always held sessions in different African 
cities to foster continental consciousness.

o
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Guidelines for Ghana's Constitution—2 
By a Correspondent

'J'HE Council of State, proposed in the
Constitutional Commission’s draft 

Constitution to “aid and counsel" the 
President, is an innovation; it would con­
sist of the Chief Justice, the Prime 
Minister, the Speaker, the minority leader 
of the Assembly. General-Officer Com­
manding Armed Forces and the Attorney 
General, former Presidents, Chief Jus­
tices, Speakers and Prime Mir 
certain | 
other pt 
includin 
cil woi 
appt 
Gov

Further deto>li and tpace bookinge obtamaMt 
through cur agenti:

PALM LINE AGENCIES OF 
NIGERIA, LTD., LAGOS, 

PALM LINE (AGENCIES) LTD., 
ACCRA.

, Chief 
inisters, with

i possible exceptions; and up to 12 
neoplc appointed by the President, 
ing at least four Chiefs. The Coun- 
>uld advise the President on the 

appointment of the Auditor General, the 
Governor of the Bank of Ghana, heads 
of commissions of enquiry. 
Ombudsman, whose office is pi 
the constitutional draft.

If the presidency becomes vacant, a 
presidential commission consisting of 
the Chief Justice, the Speaker of the 
Assembly and the GOC will perform 
its functions until a new president 
accedes.

The Prime Minister will be appointed 
by the President, but must be a| 
by a vote of more than one-half 
members of the National Assembly 
the Assembly 
proposed by I 
a Prime 
to do this the Assemblj 
solved. The power of 
granted to the President.
will

Also accepting cargo to/from other 
West African ports, direct or wi.L 

transhipment.

Monthly Direct Express Service Japan to and from

tTADI, LAGOS/APAPA, 
jME, TEMA, MONROVIA, 
FREETOWN, ABIDJAN.

elections This must be started within a 
month of the coming into force of the 
constitution.

A member of the constituent assembly 
has already claimed that article 3 of 
the constitution, which bans any organ­
isation aiming to establish an anti­
democratic system or threatening 
national sovereignty, could be a cover 
for suppression of opposition.

The draft has brief propos; 
finance, police and prisons, the 
service commission and the armed 
A contingency fund is provided for, to 
meet urgently needed unforsecn expen­
diture; if money is drawn from it, the 
Assembly must be asked to replace the 
sum. Financial bills may be introduced 
to the Assembly only by ministers.

On external relations, which arc to 
be within the province of the president, 
the draft makes two interesting pro­
visions. In the section on citizenship, 
which generally deals with conditions for 
granting citizenship to people from out­
side Ghana and has few notable 
provisions, commonwealth citizens arc 
given a special status where crimes com­
mitted outside Ghana are concerned. 
More interesting, the government “may 

such limitations upon the 
ign power of Ghana as will pro- 
intemational co-operation and | 

i

approved 
If of the 
rr.bly;

ly rejects three candidate 
the President it will choose 

Minister itself, and if it fails 
ly will be dis- 

power of dissolution is 
granted to the President. The cabinet 
will be nominated by the Prime Minister 
for approval by the National Assembly, 
from which at least nine of the ministers 
must come. Motions of no confidence in 
the Prime Minister are provided for. The 
Attorney General, an official, is to be 
appointed

The President, according to article 87 
(6) will “be responsible for the admini­
stration of the affi 
ever the Assembly is 
is no cabinet in offic 
various regulations 
during such a 
before the Assemble 
the next meeting ol 
after a premier has 1 

The Assembly.
years, can be kept 
emergency, but only 

In the Assembly’ 
majority vote among 
who must be half tl 
generally sufficient. '

accept 
sovereij 
mote 
peace."

Following what it says is a general 
view that chieftaincy is an irreplaceable 
part of the life of Ghana, the constitu­
tional proposals would “guarantee" the 
institution. But Local Councils would 
supersede all traditional authorities— 
one of the most sweeping changes which 
the constitutional draft proposes. The 
chiefs, however, would be able to choose 
a fixed number of members of local and 
district councils; local councils will have 
from 10-16 “traditional" members and 
from 5-8 elected ones. These local coun­
cils will replace the traditional authori­
ties. and will themselves choose one-third 
of the members of each district council 
(the rest of these will be elected). 
Traditional allegiance by one traditional 
authority to another would be unaffected 
by the changes. Regional development 
councils are another innovation provided 
for in local government. Public lands 
are to be vested in the President on 
behalf of and ih trust for the people of 
Ghana. New regions may be created 
if the commission of inquiry acting on 
popular demand so decides.

The proposals declare that, with some 
exceptions, everyone in any office as a 
result of the NLC's assumption of i 
power, or by decree of the NLC or under I 
its authority, will be deemed to hold that 
office when the constitution comes into 
force. Also, the courts will not take I 
action on proceedings against 
government of Ghana or its representa- I 
fives in respect of acts relating to the 
establishment of the NLC. the abrogation 1 
of the 1960 constitution, or the establish- , 
ment of the new Constitution.

General, an 
for seven years.

_—.-.ng i 
jnsible for 
fairs of Ghana" when- 

, dissolved and there 
ice. He may make 

and instruments 
a period but must lay them 

ably within 30 days of 
of this or immediately 

«*s been appointed.
whose life will last five 
nt in being in case of 
nly for 12 months.
bly’s voting, a simple 

members present, 
the total, will be 
Votes on amend­

ments to the constitution and on elections 
to public offices shall be held in secret.

Assembly members will not receive any 
salary, but will be paid sitting, travelling 
and rent allowances. The number 
of members and constituencies would be 
subject to review, under the draft con­
stitution. at intervals of not less than 
seven years, and within 12 months of 
the date of publication of each census. 

For the first election under the new 
constitution, the draft provides that the 
electoral commission will make rules, and 
then follow the procedure laid down in 
the constitutional drafts articles on
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•... you can still do better 
at the Hanover Fair! ’

Ethiopia Alemkah Pvt Ltd. Co.. 
Asmara (Eritrea), Tel. 12933 
Kenya Jos. Hansen & Soehne 
(EA) Ltd.. Government Road, 
Pioneer House, Nairobi, 
Tel. 23986/7/8
Liberia Breckwoldt & Co. (Lib.) 
Ltd.. Randall Street (Watco Build­
ing), Monrovia, Tel. 22173

Malawi J. Abegg Limited, Limbe, 
Tel. 52 24/5____________________

I notice that in the statement criticising 
>oko, the 
lade just 

s that a leading 
Armed Forces 

attach^ of the 
Paris that there

the French that Justin Bombokc 
Congo-K Foreign Minister, ma«. 
after Christmas, he says 
general in the French 
reminded the military 
Congolese Embassy in 
existed a defence agreement between 
France and Congo-Brazzaville, and that 
if there was an attack over the Congo, 
France would not hesitate to help her 
ally. It seems to me to tie up rather well 
with what M. Messmer, de Gaulle’s 
Defence Minister (himself a former 
colonial Governor of the AEF in Brazza­
ville) said at a press dinner in Paris last 
month. France, he stated, can send a 
paratroop regiment to any African state 
within 24 hours, to honour the defence 
agreements France has with most 
countries of French-speaking Africa. He 
recalled that France had intervened in 
1964 in Gabon, and in Chad last year 
because of internal subversion. It had 
also intervened in Mauritania immediately 
after independence to protect it from the 
Moroccan threat. France is able to inter­
vene, he said, through the 11th Infantry 
Division based in South-west France and 
Brittany; this consists of 25,000 men— 
two brigades of parachutists, and one air

transport brigade. Under the defence 
agreements there were French garrisons 
in Dakar, Port-Bouet (Ivory Coast), 
Niamey, Fort Lamy, Bangui, Libreville, 
and Diego Suarez and Ivato in Mada­
gascar (the numbers here were reduced 
in 1965 to 6,500 men). These garrisons 
constitute a regiment at the most; Bangui 
and Libreville have a company each.

Culture and "Great 
Power" Prestige

The Minister also referred to French 
military technical assistance; there were in 
Africa (including North Africa) 18 
military missions, composed of a total 
of 2,500 officers. France also trains 
officers in its military schools: in 1968-69 
there were 2,600 cadets from Black 
Africa and Madagascar training in 
France. Finally, France provides military 
material, either as gifts or sales. There 
were also 673 Algerians at French 
military schools, and a French military 
mission of 341, half of them officers, in 
Algerian army. There were 550 French 
military experts in Morocco, six in 
Tunisia, 184 in Cambodia and 114 in 
Laos.

Let us proceed from there to the report 
that an Egyptian magazine devoted to

Information. Contacts. 
Know more. Do better.

HANOVER 
CA,“ ’69

You must visit!
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Ponteco Bangui-Brazzaville — j U*Contom?dialos Building, Uganda Jos. Hansen &Soehiw 
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Rhodesia HANWOManufacture&™'70,08 Kampala, Tel.2342.23W

Distributors (Pvt) Ltd., Century Socopao Abidjan — Bamako — Zambia Jos. Hansen & Soehno
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bury, Tel. 22196,60945 Lamy - Llbrevillo^-Nlamey^ Ndola, Tel. 2942

mu^vouleam "^»0"
much you learn wm Iet you ln on
by working ’ •u—•
an reading.so

international politics has said 
French military presence in Africa is 
most effective of the external fee 
which can influence our continenL” 
other country, says the magazine, 
equal France in treaties giving a ngl 
intervene. “Moreover France want 
preserve this situation and has the m 
to do so.” It was more effective I

* Great Britain, and it seems that 
USA does not wish to play a mill 
rdle in Africa at the moment. Fn 
strategy in its former colonies had I 
modified by General de Gaulle. How 
most of the threats to African coun 
were internal rather than external, 
the paper, and whatever profit 
countries may have obtained thre 
French assistance, it was an obstacl 
any political, social and economic tr 
formation in these countries, and 
made French interests their first prio 
“ Moreover, any policy of reinfot 
the links between francophone coun 
results in the maintenance of the ya 
of French culture in the armies 
French-speaking countries. Also Frai 
role outside Europe, involving espec 
its legal intervention in Africa,^prese 
its prestige as a great power. ’ W 
seems a fairly objective assessment! 
a country which has cause to be gral 
for French policy in recent weeks.

know-how. I
Products, materials, methods.
Technological Innovations.
Hanover’s credo: Important 1 * 
trade fairs in one place 
at one time. ISal
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in 1967, to the i
Awolowo has been esse

a convinced federalist; a
not rigid, politician, and

'v. instability and turmoil, until 
ly disintegrate and completely 
in the forms in which we know 

(my exclamation). This notion

yet 
polil 
they

m-s- “TEMA" sailing from New York/Halifax (Nova Scotia) early February for 
Freetown, Monrovia, Abidjan, Tema, Lagos/Apapa. Douala and Takoradi.

m.s. “CORNEVILLE” sailing from New York/Halifax (Nova Scotia) mid February 
for Freetown, Monrovia, Abidjan, Tema, Lagos/Apapa, Douala and Takoradi.
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AWOLOWO’S NEW NIGERIA
The People’s Republic by Obafcmi

Awolowo (Oxford University Press.
£4 IDs. tn UK. £N2 5s. in Nigeria).

'THROUGHOUT the 338 pages of this 
work, the essential Awolowo is in 

'evidence: Awolowo the realist, the 
[idealist, the lawyer, the constitutionalist, 
[and the practical politician whose main 
large! is still power. Indeed, one 
wonders, as one reads, which Awolowo 
will go down in history.

The first 72 pages deal with history 
in Nigeria from the earliest days, thiough 
the European intrusion, to the present 
lime The Chief is not a romantic 
historian, as he is the first to admit, the 
whole of this portion is almost joylessly 
presented Rich in facts, statistics and 
[useful material for the researcher though 
it is. casual readers might be scared by 
[the weight incss of the presentation.
i In the first chanter the author outlines 
how the European came; then “ how 
•they ruled". One wishes that the Chief 
■could have been more detailed in the 
latter chapter, where he tries to define | 
.the method of rule the British employed. , 
‘Nevertheless, his portrait of Lord | 
Lugard and his rather indulgent view of 
that arch-imperialist reveals Awolowo's 
■basic anglophue inclinations

In the third and fourth chapters the 
author sets out his now familiar reactions 
to British rule in Nigeria. Unlike the | 
preceding chapters, he allows some | 
relaxation with passages such as this on ‘ 
page 55- “In some parts of Nigeria, it j 
iwas common practice to postpone dis­
cussions about prices until after the J 
Nigerian dealer had been made i 
thoroughly drunk on rum. Then all that I 
the Nigerian received for his com­
modities, whatever their quantity, was an 1 
itlire consisting of a top hat and a vest, I 
ogethcr with a new name like * Fine 
Face ’ or * Sca-Ncver-Dry

The assertion on page 54 that " there 
vas only one motive behind the activities I 
■>f the English (later British) nationals: 
he acquisition of personal wealth by | 
iny means, and the consequent enrich- i 
nenl of their motherland" is hard to 
iwallow. But one must understand 
he attitude of his generation of Africans 
o European rule to forgive the chief for 
aking this “ bad guy versus good guy 
dea”-of our-colonial

In lhe concluding 
ection—" Paradoxical Heritage"—one
an really see the dilemma of a genera- 
ion the British were no good, yet they

provided the ammunition with which that 
generation fought for and won independ­
ence: the British are responsible for 
modern Nigeria and therefore the cause 
of the present permanent crisis situation, 

without that creation Nigerian 
iticians could not enjoy the prestige 

they enjoyed during the First Republic. 
The "paradox" goes on and on.

Of part II the author savs one needs 
" patience and indulgence" to read it 
through. For lhe whole of this section 
is a restatement of the well-known 
views Awolowo has expounded, from 
" Puth to Nigerian Freedom," written in 
1945 while he was a student in London, 
thiough his "Thoughts on the Nigerian 
Constitution" in 1967, to the present 
work, Awolowo has been essentially 
three things- 
principled, if 
a visionary

Not that any of these arc b-id. But lhe 
way in which the author sees the Federa­
tion being constituted is somehow faulty .

for example, with characteristic candour, 
but without really putting his feet in the 
shoes of some other nationalists, he says 
in the preface; “ I therefore confidently 
predict that with the exception of Kano, 
Western, East Central and Lagos States, 
each of these states (i.e.. Nigerian states) 
will pass through a period of internal 
disharmony, 
they finally 
disappear in 
them”!
of Federalism through tribal ideology 
leaves one wondering why Chief 
Awolowo should have clung to this view 
this long. If we are to take it for 
granted that the Midwest, let us say, will 
disintegrate because of lack of tribal 
homogeneity, what of the Western Slate 
which the. author would have us believe 
is assured of stability? Or are we being 
told that what divides the Ishan and the 
Bini is deeper than what divides lhe 
Ijebus and the Oyos? The point is highly 
arguable While not necessarily dis­
agreeing with the author about the ethnic 
factor in Federations, one cannot help 
emphasising that it is not the only one. 
It is not even the most important one in 
the complexities of the modern world 
People come together more out of sheer 
economic necessity than any other factor.

The chanters on "Constitutional 
Basis." “The Forces at Work." “The 
Capitalist System" and “The Socialist 
Approach" are, as the author says, really 
an “exposition of principles”; only they 
are a particular exposition of his 
principles. Here also he shows his wide
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indispensable for Chief /Xwolowo's future 
biographers. Osaheni S. Uzamere.

WEST AFRICAN AGENTS:
General Agents:

with the former the obvious winner! So 
he is implacably opposed to the one-party 
system. But one might gently remind him 
that socialism in Africa always tends to 
drift to the one parly system: Nkrumah’s 
Ghana, Sckou Tourd’s Guinea and 
Nycrcrc’s Tanzania are reminders

However, this section is far and away 
the most important. Even though there 
is not much scientific analysis of all the 
“ Forces at Work." it has much common 
sense II shows a painstaking, penetrat­
ing, analytical and. neatly ordered mind.

There is a concluding chapter to this 
section’ " Mental Magnitude." which the 
author defines as; “lit p'am language, 
the regime of mental magnitude is culti­
vated when we arc sexually continent, 
abstemious tn food, abstain totally from 
alcoholic beverage and tobacco, and 
completely vanquish the emotions of 
greed and fear." Lofty ideals for our 
future leaders indeed' One wonders 
whether there will be enough of them in 
the 2nd Republic.

The last section of the book, " Blue­
print for self-rule," is really, again, a 
restatement of former Awolowo posi­
tions; the reader of "Thoughts" finds 
many parallels.

Every Nigerian can conjure up his own 
idea of Nigeria. But in this author's 
case, he has allowed this otherwise monu­
mental work to be damaged by his 
advocacy of states along tribal lines — 
an arrangement which would launch us 
on an endless stream of crises, 
thelcss. the book will probably go 
as the 'jreatest of its author's i

Return to My Native Land, by Airne 
Cesaire (Presence Africaine).

Hommes de Tons les Continents, by 
Bernard Dadie (Presence AfricaineI.
(No prices given.)

This is the first translation into 
English of the ■‘definitive edition ’’ of 
the celebrated Cuhier d’tin Retour an 
Pays Natal which Presence Africaine 
published in 1956. and to any English- 
speaker who has never read it before, 
it is a superb introduction—one is 
tempted to say unveiling, because its 
impact is still. 30 years after it was 
originally written, of one of the most 
concentrated works of imagination this 
century, compulsory reading for any­
one who ever disparaged negritude. It 
is a pity, therefore, that the translation 
is in places unsatisfactory, even taking 
account of the extreme difficulty of 
translating this particular work, because 
of its surrealist style and content.

Il is perhaps unfair to consider 
Bernard Dadie's poems (in French) in 
the same breath as Ccsaire. Dadie has 
been little translated into English, per­
haps because he writes poetry in that 
slightly declamatory style of French that 
often sounds banal in English. But he 
has a certain rock-hard integrity that 
make his work a pleasure to read I 
am told that French critics enthuse over 
his poised, deceptively simple use of the 
French language. K.W.

reading in philosophy, politics and 
economies, but his rejection of the class 
conflict is unsustained; his distinction 
between government and state while 
neat is hardly practical and. all through, 
one tends to feel that the author ignores 
the coercive element in government.

Well-read economist as he is, Awolowo 
sets forth with great lucidity the 
principles involved in the two competing 
economic ideologies, capitalism and 
socialism. He is uncompromising in his 
stand against the can talist system 
which, according to him. is " a very 
imperfect system." and he is so sure that 
“ on all counts, it can be confidently 
predicted that capitalism is doomed to 
perish " The only system which 
" because of its intrinsic harmony with 
the dialect, has every chance of success 
now is Socialism "

Yet -did not Karl Marx predict exactly 
this 120 years ago? In 1848. too. one 
could have been anxiously wailing for 
the demise of the capitalist system, now 
predicted by Chief Awolowo. Like Karl 
Marx. Obafemi Owolowo might not be 
totally right in underestimating the forces 
of capitalism.

He has a nostalgia for the pre-" cash­
nexus" economy when Africans "like all 
primitive peoples in other parts of the 
world, lived a life of simplicity and con­
tentment which was comparatively free 
from the greed and naked self-interest 
that are prevalent in capitalist society."

There is no doubt that Chief Awolowo 
is a democratic soci ilist For him, 
socialism and capitalism can compete.
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For further details and reservations contact your local Trave! Agents or Ghana Airways at
LONDON: 8. Now Bond Street, W.l. Tel. No. 01-493 1791IO1-T345561
MANCHESTER.-234. Royal Exchange. Te! No. 061-B34 7073/4 

enjoy the 
luxury of 
Ghana Airways 
superb VC1O jet 
service to 
West Africa

Fly non stop to Accra the gateway to West Africa in 6J hours 
with the speed and comfort of the superb V.C.1O Jet Service. 
There are 3 daytime flights per week.

* Friday flight non stop to Accra.
* Sunday and Tuesday flights via Rome
* Direct V.C.1O flights to Abidjan and 

Robertsfield
Daily connecting Hights to most West African cities and connecting 
service to Middle East by V.C. 10 jet

as
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I/ From West Africa to

Nigeria 
for

Nigerians 
if African

DEMONSTRATORS
IN LONDON
Sir. -Matchet's comments on Mr. Elemide’-s 
letter of Jan. 25 may give rise to a pro­
longed misunderstanding

GREAT STEAMERS
Sir,—I would like to say how much I 

enjoy reading your page “West African 
Shipping News." There is an element of 
nostalgic poetry about the news, prosaically 
laid out. that the Buena Fortuna is leaving 
New Orleans for Freetown, Abidjan. Lagos 
and Luanda, or that the Emir Bechir has 
left Beirut for Tema. It calls to mind the 
wanderings on the high seas of Conrad’s 
novels, or Kipling’s ’’ great steamers white 
and gold ’’ that left " weekly from South- 
ampl in a past age.

O. E. Wilion-Marshall.

I was at Marlborough House for the 
Commonwealth Conference. On the first 
day there were a large number of demon­
strators. including Nigerians and Biafrans. 
outside Marlborough House.

Standing from the left were Nigerian 
demonstrators carrying banners and chant­
ing “One Nigeria" and condemning the 
Tanzanian and Zambian Governments for 
recognising Biafra. Between the 1 
and Biafrans were other groups of 
and Asian demonstrators.

No sooner had I approached the group 
of Biafran demonstrators and their sym­
pathisers than I noticed two men carrying 
banners with slogans saying: " Yorubas want 
Odudowa State’’ (Oduduwa was wrongly 
spelt on one of their placards). "One 
Nigeria is dead." and the like. 1 talked 
with these men and. though they responded 
with some degree of reluctance. 1 recognised 
that the two men carrying the banners were 
Jbos using the occasion as a smokescreen 
to demonstrate a divided loyalty among 
Nigerians.

whether a"
Hartley to « 
lus country 
can Republi

It is about time 
were brave enough 
both East and West 
to develop the way 
friends with whom sh

CHOOSING FRIENDS
Sir,—In the past few weeks there has 

been an apparently well calculated attempt 
in some British papers and the radio to dis­
credit Nigeria because she has been brave 
enough to establish some trade and cul­
tural relations with Russia. We have been 
told that it is all right to take aid from 
Britain, America, or W. Germany irrespec­
tive of what strings arc attached, hut it is 
the height of abomination even to estab­
lish some loose tics with the East. Curi­
ously enough, the Western powers arc them­
selves constantly trying to establish a 
detente with the East.

The Eastern powers arc no better in their 
attitude towards African aspirations. Both 
powers always view our continent in terms 
of "Eastern" or "Western" influence.

Inspector-General Hartley of Ghana is 
reported to have said during the Common­
wealth conference that he would advise 
Nigeria to beware of Russian influence, in 
view of Ghana’s past experience. I wonder 

anyone has bothered to advise 
o beware of American influence in 

in view of Vietnam, the Domini- 
lie or Batista’s Cuba

our African leaders 
to tell the big powers— 

st -to leave Africa alone 
i she chooses and be 
he likes

1. A. Mensah.

/

HI AIKSIAHIJM
TAKEffifflHiaill

STOKING THE FIRE?
Sir.—In your recent editorial you said, 

“If the outcome (of the Biafra-Nigcria war) 
is not the restoration of Iboland to its place 
in the federation, then a centre of tension 
will remain, continuously threatening the 
peace of this part of the world." This can 
only provoke the resentment of your 
readership. It does not contribute to a 
peaceful solution, or allow for self-deter­
mination. the cornerstone of liberal demo­
cracy. It only stokes the situation and 
hardens the obduracy of Nigeria.

Perhaps you may wish to absolve 
fiom war guilt, or make exceptions for the 
Irish and the Pakistanis, who achieved their 
destinies. And perhaps, when you have 
realised that federation has failed in Africa, 
you may choose to dismantle your bitter 
"campaigns. You have missed three 
important points: the war is an African 
problem, a fact which you could help per­
suade the British Government to under­
stand: the; war is not a tribal one, as you 
say it is, even though it is directed by 
Nigeria against the Ibos, for a Biafran may 
be an Efik. an Ogoja. a Kalahari, an Ibo. 
etc., and the war can never end as long as 
the British Government insists on arming 
Nigeria, and Biafrans will never give up 
defending their inalienable rights to life, 
property and happiness.
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MACHET'S 
DIARY

his own 
which his

!—or 
is an

inch 
learning 

lis he

the civil 
a country 
prospects.

that a

No Commonwealth Prime Mini! 
made a greater hit with the British pub 
through reports of his speeches •' 
through his television appearances, ll 
Mr. Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore I 
sorry, however, that he had to dig up1 
stale story of the “golden bed ’’ to iH 
Irate his view that much aid was wa»( 
in African countries. In fact the b 
was bought by Mis. and not Mr. 
Edusei, and from her own consider^ 
fortune made as a private trader. 
bought it. I believe, so that it might W 
play a worthy part in funeral rites. Of 
her customers contributed to its cost.1’ 
taxpayers in any other country.

MONEY You probably 
read about or heard of the 
gentleman who. wanting to get 
his own back on what he thought 
was a very mean local government 
council, wrote them a cheque 
on the living hide ol a cow and 
led the cow to City Halil The 
requisite revenue stamps having 
been duly affixed, of course, the 
cow was legal tender! (Its flanks 
were probably very tender too— 
after alt that scratching about with 
a red hot quill!) I suppose, in 
the way that banks return old 

leques to their customers, the 
jw eventually found its way back 

home pastures—having been 
—nped with the Teller's number

It would be difficult to cram n 
mistakes into a single sentence than J 
Francois Chauvel. the Fnc 
journalist, did in an article last » 
about Nigeria in the Paris Figaro. 
strike in protest against taxes has t 
reinforced by the refusal of 
Haoussa. Foulbe and Kanouris tr 
of the west to serve as conscripts in 
army commanded by the Peulh fi 
the north.” After this the Fci 
Government need not feel pertur 
that M. Chauvel also believes 
Nigerian economy to be "exhausted 
the interminable war

When he left Liberia’s London 
Embassy 10 years ago Clarence Simpson, 
who has just died in Monrovia at the age 
of 73. had held his country’s highest 
offices, except those of President and 
Chief Justice. He had been Secretary 
of Slate. President Tubman's Vice- 
President. Ambassador to Washington, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
His grandfather emigrated to Liberia 
from the United States in 1X79, at a time 
when thousands of Negro Americans, in 
the disillusionment following 
war. wanted a new life in a 
where pioneering still offered | 
Such was this enthusiasm

Head Office: 82/86 Broad 
Street, Lagos, Nigeria 
Branches throughout the Country 
London Branch: Throgmorton 
Avenue. London, E.C.2. Tel. 4303 
New York correspondents: French 
American Banking Corporation 
J. Henry Schroeder Banking 
Corporation

'THE first appointment to his adminis­
tration announced by President 

Kennedy was that of Governor Williams 
as Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs. Mr. Nixon on the other 
hand has so far not even announced 
whether Mr. Joe Pdlmer. the former 
Ambassador to Nigeria, who now holds 
Governor Williams's job, is to stay- 
whether he wants to stay, but this is _.. 
appointment now keenly watched in 
Lagos and Umuahia, even if in both 
places it is realised that other officials, 
too. have a say in US policy towards 
Nigeria. Mr. Palmer, who was in 
Salisbury before going to Lagos, was in 
fact first appointed to his present job 
in 1956. even before going to Salisbury, 
and might reasonably now expect a 
change, probably to a senior embassy. 
He is, however, a career official, and 
American Presidents are less ready than 
they once were to interfere with the 
appointments of such officials. Even so. 
Mr. Palmer's deputies, C. Robert Mcore 
and Thomas Quimby, could, like him­
self, be shifted to other jobs by the 
President. Probably, however, this does 
not apply to the "country directors" 
lower down the scale, such as Roy 

the director for Nigeria, 
.'s well aware of the 

, of State’s long 
icricnce, since Mr. Palmer 

on Mr. Nixon's 
1 would be sur­

ly agreed with the then 
to General 

heavy emphasis 
target for the 

movement".
to concern

" Liberia Exodus Joint Stock Stea 
Company’’ was established, but 
could afford the cost of establ 
themselves in Liberia. Mr. Sin 
however, managed to raise the n 
while in Liberia itself Mrs. Sim 
father, who had emigrated many 
earlier, was already Vice-Pre 
Even so, the Simpsons joined 
pioneering settlement at Brewei 
Clarence Simpson, then, might sa 
be the most typical of "Am 
Liberians". And he was proud < 
American background. But he wa 
proud of something quite different, 
own mother was a pure-blooded 
and in his book. The Symbo 
Liberia, he gives the most obj< 
account of relations between "Am 
Liberians” and " tribesmen" I have 
from any Liberian. He recounts, 

experience at the scho< 
father was headmaster, ’ 

his mother having died, his father 
remarried an Americo-Libenan 
Because purely Americo-Libenan 
assumed that the new Mrs. Simpson 
Clarence's mother, they displayed to 
a prejudice against the "tribal" bo 
the school as being " uncivilised." 
one day. obliged him to declare pre 
to them that he was himself a Vai 
found to his surprise that this act. 
improved his relations with the Arne 
Liberians who. he maintains, were m 
displaying the prejudices of Kcnsin 
or Long Island, which time can and 
erode, unlike those based on gen 
racial differences.

Melbourne, th_ 
The President is v 
Assistant Secretary 
African expc 
headed the entourage 
tour in 1957. though 
prised if he entirely ag: 

i Vice-President's report 
Eisenhower, which laid I 
on Africa as a " priority 
international communist 
Now Mr. Nixon, too, has 
himself with very practical African 
matters; the first official meeting of Mr. 
William Rogers, his Secretary of State, 
was with the Foreign Minister of 
Equatorial Guinea, over relief for Biafra. 
This is not, however, an " Africa­
conscious” administration, even if Mr. 
Maurice Stans, the Secretary of Com­
merce, includes hunting African game, 
and learning Swahili for that purpose, 
among his hobbies.

chec 
cow 
to homt 
stampc. 
et al! 
But, joking apart, there was a 
time when, if they had banks or 
safety deposits in some pastoral 
communities, they would in all 
probability look more like cattle 
ranches than banks as we now 
know them. For in such 
communities cattle would be 
money—the actual medium of 
exchange against which goods and 
services were valued. In other 
communities grain, wool, 
fish-hooks, skins, furs, cowries and 
shells have been used as currency. 
Indeed, in parts of Nigeria, 
cowries and manilla were, less 
than 100 years ago. legal tender. 
If you were to lose your cheque 
book and you decide to write your 
next cheque on the flanks of a 
cow, National Bank of Nigeria 
will honour it—provided you do 
have an account with the bank 
and that all legal requirements for 
valid cheques—duties, etc., are 
complied with.
Quite apart from the slight 
inconvenience to all concerned 
—of leading an unwilling cow 
through the traffic to the bank— 
though National Bank of Nigeria 
Limited would much rather you used 
more conventional cheques—like 
in the National Bank cheque book 
you get when you open your 
current account at any of 
National Bank's branches in 
Nigeria and abroad!
What's more you'll find that 
National do know about money__
money s their business.
Savings, transfers, foreign exchange 
—you name itl If it’s money you 
are talking about you should 
talk to National Bank of Nigeria 
Limited—the Bank You Can Trust.

NATIONAL BANK 
OF NIGERIA LTD.
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UNITED WEST AFRICA SERVICE
THE DELTA STEAMSHIP LINES INC

jointly

POLISH STEAMSHIP VEB DEUTSCHE
COMPANY SZCZECIN SEEREEDEREI ROSTOCK G.D.R.

A fleet of modern vessels Weekly departures
For all Information and ratet apply to: Refrigerated cargo from the Baltic and

Multipurpose deeptanks Western Continent to
17-19 Mark Lane, London, E.C.3. Passengers accommodation Morocco, Canary Islands

West Africa and v.v.Union Maritlmo ot Commercials Lac«» Ntceria

DAKAR. CONAKRY. FREETOWN.
MONROVIA. ABIDJAN. LAGOS/APAPA, 
TEMA. TAKORADI.
PORT GENTIL. POINTE NOIRE.
MATADI. LUANDA & LOBITO

BROWN, JENKINSON
& CO. LTD.

Delta 
cargo

Toll 01-623 7SSS Telex: GB-LN-16 2072'3
Grami: Drown London EC)

Direct Regular Service between

U.S. GULF
AND
WEST AFRICA
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Other West African ports served by 
Line's feeder service, for which 
accepted on through Bills of Lading.

telegraph- 
d affect a 

major 
I Bank 

or
po rated 
January 
year. L

due to expire in 
agreement, following complc- 

takeover of Ashanti by I.onrho. 
ined in Accra on January 24. and 
itcd to January 1 Mr. A. H. Ball 

and Mr. R. W. Rowland 
inrho.

ncil, owners 
is situated, 

(instead 
ipational 
ul land;

GHANA
Ashanti, Lonrho and the New Lease

o The strike of British overseas tc'— 
ists which started this week could an 
number of exporting firms, but several i 
ones, such as UAC and the Standard 
of West Africa, have their own telex 
teleprinter services.

)S has now 
of the Obuasi 

Ashanti Region.

Cocoa Prices :
Slight Rise

Ghana cocoa purchases last wc 
totalled 6,778 tons, compared with lO.f 
the previous week. The total was th 
raised to 302.793 tons. Nigerian 
arc estimated at 138,000.

After three weeks of steady 
London cocoa prices have increased 
and arc now over 400s. per cwt. agaii 
most 1969 contracts. Rudolf Wolff, 
dieting a rise considerably above the rcce 
low levels, says the market “went und 
true value," adding, "perhaps new shoi 
covering will push an initial rise too fs 
and any large rise may be braked by origi 
selling of the new crop. Chartwise a rea* 
tion ‘top* is indicated" as mid-1969 cob 
tracts near the 410s. per cwt. mark.

• Rowntrec, the UK chocolate and con 
fcctionary group, has rejected the takeove 
bid from General Foods of New York.

ASHANTI GOLDFIELD* 
obtained a new lease < 

goldmine in Ghana's Ashanti Regie 
which it has mined since 1887 under 
old lease, originally due to expire 
1986. An - “
lion of the 

| was sigr
hack-dated to January
(chairman) and Mr. R. W. I 
(managing director) signed for Lor 

The Adansi Traditional Counr' 
of the land where the mine is 
will receive £30.000 cedis per year 
of the 398 cedis as before) as occupa 
rent for 100 square miles of Stool 
it will also receive 300.000 cedis from the 
mine's annual turnover, and 100.000 in 
respect of pollution of streams and damage 
to crops caused by past mining operations.

The new lease will be granted to Ashanti 
Goldfields itself or a new company incor- 

in Ghana, for 50 years from 
I. 1969. nt a rate of 300 cedis per 

Lonrho is to issue 20 per cent, of

• Ghana’s second International Trade 
Fair will be held in February 1971. All 
local firms and representatives of foreign 
firms have been invited to participate.

• Mr. F. J. Pedler, who retired from th* 
Board of UAC last year, has rejoined th* 
board of the Sierra Leone Development Co 
as a non-cxecutivc director. For 14 year 
previously he had represented UAC on th* 
board of Delco, which is owned 95 pci 
cent, by William Baird Mining (of which 
Mr. Pedler joined the Board last September) 
and 5 per cent, by UAC.

• The Cadbury Group’s foreign sales c 
chocolate and food products rose by 26- 
pcr cent, in 1968. reaching a record of £7-5 rr

Ashanti's shares to the Ghana Government 
as payment for the lease, with an option 
on a further 20 per cent, at £1 each If 
the Government and Lonrho agree to incor­
porate a new company. Ashanti’s under­
takings will be transferred to this company. 
For the present Ashanti Goldfields remains 
in being in Ghana, and remains the lessee.

Lonrho has promised to try to increase 
the milling capacity of the mine from the 
present 45,000 tons per month to 80.000; 
and to compensate the Government if divi­
dend from the 20 per cent, shareholding 
fell short of royalties under the old lease.

Major-General Sir Edward Spears, Chair­
man of Ashanti Goldfields for 15 years and 
now 82 years old. has joined the board 
of Lonrho.
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^BOAC 
takes good care of you 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH NIGERIA AIRWAYS

no technic* 
made there 

report or financial prop 
has another cement 
Ewckoro (Western Sta 

i cement plant in what is 
intral State stopped produ

of Silence.
The BO AC VClO’s engines are at the 

rear, out of earshot of the passengers.
Ask your Travel Agent for a little 

VClOdemess next time you fly abroad.
And travel at the speed of silence.

particularly 
; section oi tl 
:ars, and the 
to the early 

zes of < 
their y 
over I1 

c of t

j Cement from Soko- 
TTHE Sokoto Cement Works in the

West State, one of the biggest 
prises of the Northern Nigerian (n 
New Nigerian) Development Corp; 
has been officially opened in the pre* 
all six governors of the Northern S

The decision to build the facto 
made in 1962 after surveys had sh< 
widespread demand for cement 
northern region. The West Germa 
of Fcrrostaal agreed to build a fac 
100,000 tons annual capacity, usin 
limestone. Stanley Engineering (1 
had previously examined the me 
building a factory on the site chi 
Kalambine: a new company, the 
Company of Northern Nigeria, wi 
naled owner of (he entcrorisc. with 
owning most of the shares and Fc 

the rest.
The factory was completed in 19 

it was then found that capacity wit 
to 10 per cent, of the desired capac 
was attributed to peculiarities in it 
stone, and new equipment was ins> 
process it. An article in the A'rw ’ 
claims capacity is now 100.000 ton 

1 Production eventually began i 
I 1967, a few months after the rencr 
I Durlong Committee of Enquiry i 
! NNDC. which led to the reorgamsai 

renaming of that corporation? Th< 
j criticised the NNDC’s handling 

Sokoto cement project. Failure to 
j the difficulty over the limestone 
j wasting of money spent in machine! 

ported across the Sahara: the rep 
that for long there was 
and even after that was 
feasibility report or

Nigeria I 
operating at 
Nkalagu «.«.■■!<.■•>  ....
East Central State stopped produ 

, the war and is reported to be stil

Textile Exchange Sh
1 o Our Manchester Corresponden 
■ Manchester Royal Exchange ha1 
I now for the last time. The floo 

Manchester Royal Exchange has 
trading centre, more particularly 
spinning and weaving i 
try, for over 150 yea 
building dales back 1< 
the century. Representative 
African trade have bought 
grey cloth on ’Change for i 
but the changing structure of t 
with big vertical firms -and mm 
numbers of traders has made tl 
Exchange uneconomic. Now a nev 
the Manchester Textile Exchange—’ 
on the tradition.

O The Western State of Nigeria's 
sioner for Agriculture has said 
government intends to establish 
plantations, cither directly on 
account, or m partnership with 
investors. It also plans to establu 
of citrus fruit and pineapples t 
the needs of the Lafia Canning F 
Ibadan, which has had difficulty i 
ing sufficient supplies to make it vi
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I is success 
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Ankrah. wife of the 
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by Naval and Associates, brings tl 
of Ghana National Shipping Li 
to 16.

political 
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■icr Volta 
comes per 
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rate of 82 ’ 
span of 35 

lan is even

Dr. Edward Boohcne, the managing 
director of the airline (on leave since April. 
1968), said he had nothing 
the extension of the Middle I 
lease agreement in July. 1968 
first agreement was signed in 1967. 
the Middle East was not rated as 
area, and war-risk insurance of the VCIO 
was not necessary then Before the renewal 
of the agreement—after which there was 
still no war-risk insurance—he went on leave 
after a dispute with otheis on the board. 
Mr. Ainponsah blamed the now dismissed 
general manager, Mr. G A. Boughton, for 
the failure to obtain war-risk coverage, and 
said he himself had given orders for it to 
be obtained last Apn 
both criticised each 
tn the matter

1 In New York Dr Prebisch said that.
1 although the richer nations might come
• to need the “third world's" products less, 
t they could not disregard what was going 
J on around them He added that it was 
I not sufficient to " increase the soil's fertility

and reduce man’s." He said he was leaving
• his post "not because I am disappointed.
i but because the task became too heavy 

for me.” (His successor is to be Sr. Manuel 
Perez Guerrero of Venezuela.)

O Mrs. Mildred Ankrah. wife of the i 
Chairman of the Ghana NLC. has launched 
the Black Star Line's newly built vessel

' tgoon at a ceremony in Cadiz, j 
n. Klorte Lagoon, the second ship built 
laval and Associates, brings the number 

.inc vessels

• for the Israeli Govern- 
position on payment of 

ampensation for the loss of Ghana 
)’s VC10 at Beirut airport, before 
any action on the matter.

New Aid for Ghana
Britain is to give Ghana an additional 

loan of over 18 m. cedis. This will bring 
to over 11 -7 m. cedis the 1968 loan to 
Ghana The loan will be used for pur­
chase of British goods and services. !

• Japanese
approached
countries with offers of participant 
development (Guinea is by far the b

° Mr. Tony Wilson, educational 
for Allen and Unwin, is going to 
to investigate possibilities for publi 
new educational textbooks for Ni_ 
Allen and Unwin have been publishing 
school books for many years; Sir Stanley 
Unwin was a pioneer of new educational 
books for Nigeria. Mr Wilson will be 
spending five weeks in West Africa dis­
cussing new books with teachers and other 
educationalists.

aluminium smelters have 
African bauxite producing u ---- .(On jn
______  .. ._. .... biggest 

bauxite producer in West Africa, the other 
important ones arc Ghana and Sierra Leone.

• Sir Patrick Reilly, former British 
Ambassador to France, has been appointed 
a director to the British and French Bank, 
and will become chairman on April I. in 
succession to Sir John Balfour. The Bank, 
mostly owned by the Banquc Nationalc Gv 
Paris, owns itself most of the shares in the 

J Bank for Africa in Nigeria.

G The outgoing secretary-general 
UNCTAD. Dr Raiil Prebisch. has appe; 
to sugar-impomng countries in the dcvcl .
■ world to join the new International 

_ r Agreement At present 26 exporting 
and eight importing nations arc members.

Africa's Incomes
A table of annual income, 

systems, illiteracy, and average 
in most countries of the world, 
in the Daily Mirror, shows that Uppc 
has one of the lowest annual incor 
head per country about £18. 
the unusually high illiteracy 
per cent, and an average life

Mali’s average life span is even 
(27) but its annual income is assessed 

nit £27. Nigeria has an annual income 
per head and an illiteracy rate of 

10 per cent. Ghana is one of the 
most advanced African countries in these 

nk, respects; its annual income is £119 and 
de illiteracy is only 20 per cent.; but average 

hfc span is only 38 years even there (in the 
USA it is 66. in the UK 67. in the USSR 
66). Sierra Leone has an average annual 
income of £53. and 63 per cent illiteracy. 
Senegal's annual income is higher, hut 
Cameroon's is lower; while Guinea's, at £39. 
is one of the lowest in Africa (the life 
expectation in Guinea is 26 years, also one 
of the lowest).

(More Commercial News. p. 130)

• The UN Development Prograi 
granted the Ghana Industrial 
Corporation S753.OOO to "strengthen 
corporation at the policy-making level.'

The latest allocation of funds by the 
UN Development Programme which 
coordinates technical assistance work , 
<usually carried out by other UN agencies) 
for pre-finance development projects, 
includes other large sums for African 
projects Among these are a centre for 
aid to small industries at Douala. in 1 
Cameroon ($696,000); development of the 
cartographic service (SI.259.000). a teacher 
training programme in Bouakii ($7,009,000). 
and new aid to secondary school teacher 
training in Abidjan ($96,000) in Ivory 
Coast, aid to state enterprises development ‘ 
in Mali (SI.023.000); hydrological and rail- , 
way surveys in Upper Volta, linked to the j 
Tambao manganese mining scheme ' 
(SI.636.000); and a regional project, sup- | 
ported by 19 African states—research into j 
the African migratory locust (SI.182.000). I 
In each case there is a (smaller) Govern­
ment contribution to the UNDP-aided 
project
O The British Government has informed 
lhe International Development Association 
(IDA) that, subicct to Parliamentary • 
approval, it intends to make an interim , 
contribution of $51 -84m. equivalent before ; 
arrangements for second replenishment of I 
this World Bank affiliate becomes effective. > 
The interim contribution equals one instal- i 
ment of the three payments by the UK j 
foreseen under the replenishment ; 
agreement

Mr R R Amponsah, chairman of Ghana 
Airways, has confirmed that the aircraft, 
leased to Middle East Airlines, was not 
insured against war risks.
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OF GUILDFORD due

<A’W.

ATLAS H 
.<1 due St.

PALM due Tcma

ft

y about 
near fu 

last year

areas.
required

rd to be

SHAVIT™"Ow'Toufi Feb. 8. Lohilo Feb

Singapore Feb. 19 20, Durban Mar. 6.7.
BLACK STAR LINE SEVEN STAR LINE/

j 
?OvfHBm?^®LPz\WN R|VERA Dakar i 
T T Fr'xlown Jan 23. Abidjan Jan. 25. ;

WEST AFRICAN 
SHIPPING NEWS
SO U f HBUl'n SSfom1 Lh erpoolAU R EOL 

Mg Liverpool Feb. 7. OBUAsl sig Liveipool 
I co. 6; DUMURRA sig. Liverpool Feb. I J.
Fram^HiulKOHOA1A“ Hun Feb ,0 .................... _______  .

7: i
iss? heh 4 ■ “r
?rDACLt“X: w£'f£ 1: HtSli 'i.

UNI)—To Liverpool:—FOUR AH buU__________ ...
BAY due Liverpool Feb. 9, DONGA due umavia and bordcau 
Tenia Feb. 2; KABALA due Kina Feb. .*■: WONGA tdg. Scandi 
OwERKI due Bathurst Feb I vrrnnd mu f>h - ,v
To Avonmouth:—IRIsBANk due Lacos Feb.

IS«8£i 
r“ 
Freetown Feb 3 .

Sap"e Feb
-----

due Freetown Feb. 2 LGORl due Ab.dian MIISU1 OSK LINE 
HAVANA MARu sid. Kobe Dec. 30 due Lagos 
Feo. 4, k1Nk.-vsAN MAKU sld Kobe aan. 21 
due Lagos reo. 21; MGEISAN MARI sig. 
Kone rco. 4 due Lagos mar. 14.
MAERSK LINE 
ANEl IE MauKSK sic. Monrovia Feb 4 due 
Freetown Feo. 3. TmRBEN MAERSK sig. 
Luanua reo. 17. due Matadi Feb. IS.

HGEutl AURORE sld Antwerp Jan. 27 due 
Freetown Feo. o, zVbidjan Feb. 9. Tcma Feb. 
tl HGLGil AiLETlh sig Hamourg Kn. 7. 
Antwerp Feo 10, due Da»ar Feb. IS. Mon­
rovia reb. 21, Ao.d,an Feb. 24.

. x « wrjp AFK1KA LIJN 
SUU 1H BOUND — From Continent .— 
SCtiGL11lo>G Dakar reb. 2. Ccnsu^is-LSI 
sld. Hamburg Jan. 27, Antweip Jan 31. 
Amsterdam Jan 29, Bordeaux Feb. 3 due Free­
town Feb 11. i w<wr
NUKlIittOUND-To Continent:—KAFSE- I
D1K sig. Douala Jan. 30. lakoiadi Feb. 4. ' 
Monrovia Feb. 7 uuc Rotteiuam Feb. 20. .
'?L™.‘.XUSr sig. Pt. Noire Jan. 29, Matadi , 

» 1. Lobito Feo. a. Pon zVlcxanuer Feo 3. 
mda Feb. 6 due Rotterdam Mar. 6. [ iw?.

| lectu

OuWk^^'AT10BS“^MNU; I 
KJ? F^^aIf ^FRAlsKLIN SS 
Nigeria, Ghana to Singapore, Hong Kong and j 
Japan second half Feb. first half Mar. 

.Si^AUS TRALIAN GULF sb 
Sapelc Feb. I lor Monrovia and US por.s; 
AFKiUzVN RAINBOW sis. Takoradi Feb 7 tor 
zVb.djan, Monrovia tor US ports.

LR LINES
—........................— aig. r^magusta Feb. I, due
Beirut Feb. 2. GiOiuitar Feb. 18. lema Mar. 3. 
Lagos Mar. 4. Monrovia Mar. 10. Freetown

11, tamagus.a Mai. 30.
VNDI.NAVIAN WEST AFRICA LINE
. ttioULND—hjcLMzXkEN njg Scan-
.... ------ i JUX during Feb.. i'ARkA-

---- — ------dinav.a and Bordeaux during 
second Halt Feb.; MANUARELLA idg. Scan- 
uuiava anu oo.dcaux duung Mar 
NuKiHouUnu—iisNzstsLA lug. West Africa 
lor Scand.navia during Feb., MINNESOIzV 
idg. West Atnca tor Scandinavia during Feb 
can) Mar.; HjElMAREN idg. Wisv Amca 
lor Scar.G.r.avia during Mar.
CHARGELRS RELN IS
ClKCEzV sig. Lagos Fen. 12. Tcma Feb. 18. 
Freetown Feb. 2b, FANAuRzV sig. Kobe

commercial 
news
Rubber Prices Up

The world price of natural rubbe: 
likely to be stabilised during 1969. sjji 
Deputy Controller of Rubber Rcseirv 
Malaysia. World product on was IAd 
catch up with increased consumplioo.

Rubbcr prices, which rose last 
from an unusually low level to about 
per lb. are expected to stay 
relatively high level in the n 
Consumption, which rose 
expected to remain high.

Nigeria and Liberia are the pnft 
rubber exporters in West Africa, Ni| 
being the more important (products 
mainly in the Mid-West).

Rubbet prices in London reached 
week their highest level for 34 years. 

iT’lP B | —Pi JI IlKir

Alhaji Aminu Kano. Nigeria s Con 
for Communications. visited 

Covinfry headquarters of G EC-A El 1 
communications Ltd. to discuss i 
the £N8-5m. communication net 
company is supplying. He is here tine 

. uilh Mr. IF. Brander iGECs a 
......urer on transmission equipment) jet’ 

1 <»/ the radio equipment installed tn the < 
I pony's training school, that will he 

during a course arranged for 51 Nifl 
engineers to be trained in the techm 

I associated with the operation and mm" 
1 ance of the network. GEC is error, 

a sinvlar course in Nigeria for 169 engn
• The greater Lagos area contmuet 
grow at a rapid rate, reports the Ban 
DCO Review. The Apapa and Ikcja 
trial areas are almost full to capacity 
the available plots at Hupeju Estale 
taken for light industry and work is 
cccding fast on an estate at Iganmu.

All well-organised Nigerian industries 
producing to capacity and are havini 
difficulty whatsoever in disposing of ' 
output straight off the production line, 
the Review. In a number of cases, pre 
lion is short of demand. There are ref 
of tyres, certain textile prints and even 
in short supply in some
• About £3m. may be required for 
agricultural census planned to be heli 
1970 in Nigeria, scheduled for next year.

j A. A. Akandc—a delegate to a r< 
I meeting of the senior officials of 
i Ministries of Economic Planning and D: 

opment of the twelve states—has stated 
said the meeting studied land-use, pro 
tion of principal products, livestock 
rural market prices, and made recomme: 
tions to the Federal Government that Nif 
should participate in the world-wide 1 
cultural census being organised by FAO

due Freetown Feb. 2 LGORl due Ab.djan

To Continent:—FORCADOS due Amsterdam 
Fch. 6:
EASTBOl ND—From I SA Canada:-DARU 
due Fem a Feb. 1: FREETOWN due I’omic

WESTBOUND—To US A; I anada:—DE 1 DO
due Freetown Feb. I.
From India FakLsUa BurmaNAIRN BANK 
due Douala Feb. 6.
BARBER WEST AFRICAN LINE
OUTWARDS—TEM/V now due sail New \o>k 
Haliiax (NSJ to. Freetown. Monrovia. Abidjan. 
I cilia. La.os Apapa. LkhijIj and Takoiadi, 
COKNEMlLE due sail New York Haiiiax 
(NS) first half Feb for Freetown. Monrovia. HOLLAND WES1 
Abidjan. Tenia. Lagos Anapa. Douala and SUU IHnUUND -

HOSltHARUS—FERSWOOD due Bedon 
Feb. 4. thence New York. Fnn.idelnhia. ba.li- 
more. Norfolk and Richmond \a. IITANIA 
due US North Atlantic mid Feb.

KrduXr^SLiT 12. MARU JaPJ" *b- * Rotterdam Mar. 6.
EASTBOUND—From Matadi. Lagov. Tcma, NIGERIAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINE

Fra'°“" "" due

WOERMANN LINE l-on^O‘n Feb. 24; ODUDUWA due Belfast Jan
POSEIDON sig. Rotterdam Feb 2. due Las “**• Glasgow Feb 3.

?c‘iS?^?^^NsozEAN
Bremen FeN 12. due Dakar Fen 26. Port ELLEN HUGO STINNES sld. Rouen Jan. 27 
Gcntil Mar. due Las Palmas Feb. 2. Dakar Feb 5. Mon-

dd. NC,
Orleans Dec 12. Takoradi Feb. 6. Lavos Feb 5. Las Palmas Feb. 5, Dakar Feb 8 

"™g - -

Orleans Apr. 13.

London:—IBADAN
PALM due Matadi Feb. 2.
From Liverpool:—LAGOS

From Liverpool:—LOBJTO PALM due Lobito

NORHIBOL ND — To London:—AKASSA

Pl^,-eSiisa PAiM dE. Supei, Fcb. 
To Continent:—BADAGRi’ PALM sig. Douala

Apapa Feb. ;. Cotonou Feb. 13. Lome Fcb_15. Antwerp Jan. 22. Rotterdam Jan. 24. Dakar 
Ji^rXtow^Rk'r^l&arFek NORTHBOUND-KORLE LAGOON Tako- I

Mar. 2: STRAAT FRANKLIN from Japan rad: Jan 21. Rotterdam Feb. 3; BENYzV j 
sld Kobe Jan. 21 due Lagos Apana Feb. — RlvER Abidjan Feb. 12, Avonmouth Feb. 24, I
Tema Mar. I. Monrovia Mar. 5. Freetown London. Mar. 6. I

Ĵ^ERd^&^ ............  ”

From Continent r I AN sld Rot.eraam Jan 
A due warn Feb 1; FULzVNI due

IL'ND—To 
Livet----

v. 2; kXBAI 
due Bathurst
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NOTICES—Continued

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS!

Genuine
HAYES-FIERZ TEXTILE FABRICS

NOTICES

HAYES-FIERZ
If in doubl

LOGAN MUCKELT & CO LTD

CHANCE OF NAME

RECORDS AND EQUIPMENT

NIGERIA

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

47, Wil. P.O. BOX 271. 1150$ III: 23786

5th Floor, Orient House, Granby Row, 
Manchester 1. Tel: 061-236 7805

REAL ESTATE CONSULTANTS 
AND 

ESTATE AGENTS

KNIGHT, FRANK
& WHEY

VALUATIONS FOR 
COMPANY 

AND ALL OTHER 
PURPOSES

standards and style of

£l Ifc

"Il"Is
De. 6d.

LONDON'S WEST AFRICAN RECORD CENTRE

STERN’S RADIO
I26 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, W.l

Telephone: 01-387 1539 and 555J

TOP HITS FROM NIGERIA ! I
FOUR NEW CONGO UP.e AND FORTY NEW CONGO SINGLES

Artiste p

as Io the genuiness of any article, please contact;—

hsu ■
Ori Serere Sun mi/lwa Lowa

Keep Nigeria One

Titles

MSSttr.

aaftra*” ■— E:i;g|: ........
|S'SSXlA*K1..pN1,;ri.o.. ;. ™

= =
Thr" -

Postage in England and Home Counties—Is. 6d. per record. Air Postage U.S.A. 12a. per lb. 
Records posted all over the world.

EBI TE YIE by the AFRICAN BROTHERS. 10 »d.

On receipt of 2s. Ad., together with a large, scamped, addressed envelope, our 
new comprehensive list will be forwarded.

A few doors from Warren St. Tube Station and bus 
services 14. 24. 12. D. 114. 25J. 14* pass door.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
MUST BE PREPAID

BY CASH, POSTAL ORDERS OR MONEY ORDERS ONLY
The charge is 3'6 per line (approx ux words), minimum 
17/6. Display classifieds are £1 15s. per col inch Box

advertisements are accepted on che express cerms.—shey 
are subject to cancellation without notice at the discretion 
of the publishers and whilst every effort will be made co 
publish che advertisement, on the dates specified, no 
guarantee of insertion date can be given Signatures of the 
two highest ranking officers mutt be received for 
aavrrcisemencs using lists of elected officers. The 
proprietors do not accept liability for loss or damage 
caused by printed errors or inaccuracies and shey may 
make any alteration or re-arrangement in che wording of 
-— .u------------------ .. ensure itt conformity with the

•• West Africa “

THE GOLDEN STAR CLUB.
46. Westbourne Road. N.7. 

Off MacKen/ic Road.
Tel: 01-607 6573.

Open from Monday-Sunday.

Monday. Tuesday. Wednesday.
Thursday:—

DISCS AND GO GO DANCERS
Friday. Saturday. Sunday.

TOP GROUPS
Licensed bar for members
Bar open from 7 o’clock.

So be early to have a fantastic evening.

CHANGE OF NAME

I. formerly known as Mrs. Florence Tolorunju Olaiya. no' 
wish co be known and addressed as Miss Florenc 
Tolorunju Atere. Former documents remain valid.

Are marked with the name

HELLO EVERYBODY !!!

T. ZORRO and JOHNSON 
with their

PARAGONS SHOW BAND 
Arc back in London.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
An industrial concern in Nigeria is 
seeking manufacturers who can 
invest capital, supply needed 
machinery and establish joint 
ventures for a pencils manufac­
turing factory to be established in 
Nigeria. Write in complete con­

fidence giving full details to: — 
ND AH DEVELOPMENT CO.

LTD.,
P.M.B. 1035, 

1KEJA, 
LAGOS. NIGERIA.

TRADE NOTICE
A large Nigerian Exporting Com­
pany has fine quality Nigerian 
coffee (Robusta and Laberica), 
Gum Arabic (all grades of Sokoto. 
Maiduguri, etc.), Shcanut and 

Piassava for export.
Enquiries arc invited from reput­

able importers.
All enquiries should be directed to

The Export Manager,
P.M.B. 1035, Ikcja, Lagos State, 

Nigeria.
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PHOTOGRAPHY

according toPoint of entry

photographs

Only exceptional

KEEP SIX MONTHS SUPPLY

IN 
LEATHER BINDERS

reen i
the F

,i and
editor:

which must 
from yn,,r

Jmversi

OF I--------------- 1
WEST AFRICA 17Z6 Ksr free

Cr.mw.ll Hew*'. ^**>*^<1 I*"*". W.C.I.

:rcd for the post of Deputy General Secretary.

YOUR WEDDING
Complete Coverage at the Church and 

Reception.
Choice of Service: —

1. Photographed (Wedding albums 
supplied).

2. Filmed—in colour.
3. Recorded—on tape.

Write or telephone now:—
JULIAN BROWN

15 St. Loo Mansions.
St. Loo Avenue, Chelsea, S.W.3.

Tel,: 01-352 8850.

SENIOR
PUBLISHING
APPOINTMENT
both in Africa and the United Kingdom, the person appointed will be exp 
to undertake editorial, production and some executive duties in P J
zXccra office. There arc excellent prospects of promotion.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
FROM

149 UPPER STREET, 
ISLINGTON, N.I.

If creativeness, promptitude and 
photographs of high quality are 
your desire on your wedding day. 
why not get in touch NOW with 
Johnson & Victor Photographers 
and ask to speak to our own 

Mr. Popoola at 01-359 2335.

OLA-GEORGE
PHOTOGRAPHER

25b Vicarage Grove, 
S.E.5.

Tel.: 01-703 9948 or 01-735 7026

THE SCHOOL OF ACCOUNTING 
MACHINES

FIRST ANN1V ERsARY 
(INAL GL RATION) CELEBRATION 

On Saturday 1st Febnxuy 1969 
From 6 pan. until daybreak.

At Deanerv Hi;h School MANBEY 
STREET. E_15

Off W ATER LANE. ROMFORD RD_ 
London. E.I5.

Under the Chairmanship of the High 
Commissioner of Nigeria.

Music by
The Blue Highlife Dandy 

Latest, Soul, Highlife. Blue etc.;
COME ONE. COME ALL 
ENJOY! ENJOY'! ENJOY!!! 

Tickets 10s. 6d. flat.
Buses: 10. 23. 25. 40. 67. S6. 262. 

vuderground: Stratford (Central Line):
British Rail: Maryland.

CONDITIONS
1. Starting salary in the range NC2.600 to NC4.000.
2. The use of a company car.
3. The company is at present working on a pension scheme for employees 

normally resident in Africa.
Please write for application form to:
The Personnel Manager,
Longmans Green & Co. Ltd.,
Burnt Mill,
Harlow, Essex, England.
Completed application forms received later than 7th February 1969 will not be 
considered.

QUALIFICATIONS
LA 1st or 2nd class degree of a recognised university, 

candidates with lesser qualifications will be considered.
2. Age between 25 and 40.
3. Educational experience, while not essential, is an advantage. . 

journalism, public relations, administration or salesmanship wou l

STATE GOLD MINING CORPORATION

GENERAL SECRETARY
Applications are invited from suitably qualified Ghanaians to fill the post of General 
Secretary in the State Gold Mining Corporation.

(a) Qualifications:
Recognised degree c
knowledge of the Cor..r_ 
age: 30 years with a mi 
Secretarial practice and 
capacity. '
considered for l.~ ,-------

(b) Duties:

Minutes and Procedure at Meetings, the observations ol all stanoing 
and compliance with all the Statutory Duties under the insuumcn 
Incorporation. The correct completion of all Agreements and j,
the handling of legal matters under advice from the State La 
Sl’KlM^onhc’ftrp.nt.ton and us agent for the perfo™^ 
of his duties.

(c) Salary Range:
NC270 per month to NC450 per month 
experience.

(d) Applications which must be accompanied by two Testimonials one of which 
should come from your last place of employment and one from e > 
Institute or University and two references should be addressed

STATE"goTd^YHNING CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 109, 
TARKWA.

Closing date for applications is 25th February, 1969
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SITUATIONS VACANT—Continued EDUCATIONAL—Continued

MEETINGS

EDUCATIONAL

LK STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 & at Glasgow 
i of British Correspondence Colleges

1

EG

fast Airmail Service to 
overseas students

jen'af 
ib

WOODSIDE COMMERCIAL CHAMBER

Association of 
Management Accountants

Studentship Rerttration and Membership 
enquiries invited. Write to the Secretory 

144 Abbey House, Victonajtreet, S.W.1

16 REGENT HOUSE, 2 NORFOLK 
Member of the Association

ment feet. State tubiect of interest and send now for

Court. Aldcrmaston. Reading. Berkshire. England.

Pass your G.C.E.
thro" an ICS home-study course. The O.C.E. 
U your pu port to a better future. With ■ 
good education YOU can succeed—you can 
en|oy the octter things in life. ICS have 
helped thousands to pass this Important exam. 
ICS coaching u Individual and personal. You 
learn at your own pace, and you leans how 
to answer examination questions—the real key 
to pusing exams. AU books supplied. Easy

(ptcue vti:e subject) io:
INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE 

SCHOOLS
Dept. 821 .Parkgate Road, London, S.W.II,

GATEWAY TO BIG PAY
Opportunity to earn £1,000 per year.

Learn to operate accounting machines 
within ninety days, also Comptometer, 

key punch machines.
Full-time day, evening classes or part- 

time day.
APPLY. CALL:

SCHOOL OF ACCOUNTING 
MACHINES,

18 Mansell Street, Aidgate, London, E.l.
Phone 01-180 6797.

Next session begins 9th Feb. 1969.

THE SURE WAYTO 
EXAM SUCCESS

SPEAR
4 publication of tho Dally Times of Nigeria Group

NOW ON SALE
at CITY BOOKSELLERS LTD. 
14 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.1 

(Counter Sale* only) 
or by post from

OVERSEAS NEWSPAPERS (AGENCIES) LTD. 
Cromwell House, Fulwood Place, London, W.C.I 

(1/9 plus 4d. postage)

■

. ■ __________________________________________________________

The School of Accountancy—the Commonwealth’s Great Highway to Successful 
Careers—has for over 50 years guided and helped ambitious men in the achievement 
of success. Expert tuition is provided for examinations in:—

ACCOUNTANCY • SECRETARYSHIP • ENGLISH • BOOK-KEEPING
ALL COMMERCIAL SUBJECTS . G.C.E. EXAMINATIONS

School of Accountancy training is CORRESPONDENCE TUITION AT ITS 
BEST, and to this and its incomparable Examination Success Record, is due The

’ School’s outstanding reputation throughout the English-speaking world.
A valuable book ofCareer Guidance will be sent to those who, when 

____ applying, provide brief details of age, education and occupation.

RADIO AND TELEVISION SERVICING
RADAR THEORY AND MAINTENANCE

Thii private College provider efficient theoretical and practical training tn 
these Mibjects One year day courses are available lor beginners and shorter 
day courses (or men with experience Free prospectus Irom The Registrar. 
London Electronics College. 20 Penywern Road. Earls Court. London. S.W.5.

Tel. 01-373 8721.

COMMITTEE FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF 

DEMOCRACY IN SIERRA LEONE 
There will be a meeting of the above 
Committee at 25/\ Fcrnlca Road, 
Balham, London, S.W.12, on Sunday, 

2nd February, 1969, at 3 p.m. 
New members arc welcome. 

Chairman: J. B. Dauda, Esq. 
Secretary: H. M. Kpakra, Esq.

You can pass exams quickly and easily with 
The Rapid Results College. Thousands of 
West African Students highly recommend 
the “ Rapid Results ” way to Mumination 
passes—and with over 155,000 passes, it's 
not surprising' You receive first-class postal j 
tuition by Airmail, and learn swiftly in the 
comfort of your own home. No text books 
arc required. Every course is complete in 
itself . . . you arc guided step-by-step to 
early examination successes for: G.C.E., - 
Law, Accountancy, Banking, Secretaryship 
and many other examinations. To help you • 
choose we will send you on application our - 
FREE prospectus. 2
Write today to: Careers Adviser,

THE RAPID RESULTS COLLEGE
Dept. J.M.3, Tuition House, London, ; 
S.W.19, or call at 235 Grand Buildings, 
Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. Telephone : 01-930 ■

Member of the Association of '
British Correspondence Colleges. ’

rSIUDYATHOMEi 
for YOUR

G.C.E. *0’, or*A’, R.S.A. 1,11,111
CORPORATION OF SECS, BANKERS. 

BAR, STATISTICIANS or other 
PROFESSIONAL EXAMS.

LONDON UNIVERSITY DEGREES
B.A., B.Sc.. B.Sc.Econ.. LL.B.. B.D.. also 

DIPLOMAS and CERTIFICATES 
Low fees, by Instalments if desired. 
WRITE for FREE PROSPECTUS;—

If you live in
NIGERIA

~ to Frances Adcmola, B.A.
Director of Studies, Dept. AW2,

WOLSEY HALL.P.M.B. 5242 IBADAN, 
First Icssons-by AIR frbm Oxford. 

If you live in any other country.
write to Wyndham Milligan, M.A^

Dept. KC2.Wolsey Hun
OXFORD • ENGLAND

& Career m
Fn n nrx nr, n rn mt ELDER MMPSTER AGENCIES art, 
Uu u jp) |P) 0 uil looking for Nigerians of good education

shipping management. If you aro 
between the ago of 25/35 years and 
have a university degree or at least 
three yeats experience In a manage 
position and want an Interesting jot 
with attractive conditions of service 
write to:-
Tho Coast Personnel Manager. Elder 
Dempster Agencies Ltd.. P.O.B.167, 
Lagos.

Closing data for applications is 10th Fob. 1969.
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in 1960 before
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entrenched; that 
made to > 
assets: th 
organisati 
opposed 
"national sovereig" 
stifle opposition; ai 
should be lowered 
continued the next 
also a dispute over 
orders." Or.;
of state should be a chief. 
Lamptey (Sekondi) 
was a denial of unions’ righ 
suggested that chiefs shouk 
their

proposed by Dr. Claude- 
educed on the second day. 

put forward amendments. 
• said there was a “con- 

He eventually called 
Mr. Joe Appiah 

important that it 
ything

• Ten employees of the Suu 
Mining Corporation's mine at Prat 
been charged with the *pur<,ef. 
corporal 9 ...—— 
last May.

Justice E. 
has presc 

tment to three

• Five executive members of the Kukuom 
branch of the CPP have appeared before 
the Goaso Circuit Court charged with 
stealing NC473 40np belonging to 12 
farmers of the same town. According to 
the prosecution they collected various sums 
of money and drinks from 12 former mem­
bers of the United Party in 1960 before 
admitting them into the CPP.

are Education. Agriculture. Health 
Welfare and Community De»t 
Local Government. Public Work* 
ment (PWD and Parks and Gardens

About NC5 49m has been canrn- 
development projects in the Central 
the Pioneer reports the Universal. 
Coast had the highest vote (2lJm 
and would spend about Im. cedis ci 
equipment. A new hall of rc>'da 
also be built.

SIERRA LEONE 
Councillors without 
Foggiest Idea .. •"
I OCAL government councillors 

receive some sort of education 
functions, says the report of the Pen 
Commission on Freetown Cityw 
report says that under the SLPR R! 
majority, if not all. of the 
"impressed us as people with w 
type of education." and that the) ■ 
the foggiest idea of what they ha J 

selves out to do."
The report covers the period h 

v.1 the APC won the it 
Jitcr the SLPP. then tf 
lally. succeeded in ami 
jority. The council 
to the report fell 

inties. thieving and co 
jporters who appeared be 
>n "were in the mistake 

could with impunity ■

itself should, 
liana Bar Association) 

t of the Assembly 
ILC like a Commis- 

thc discussions
The 

said mis ques- 
into; Nene Azu 

:puty Speaker) said the point 
Appiah should not be dealt 
everything else, and Mr. 
iponsah (representing the 
lanti electoral college) said 

the point should be discussed later. But 
Dr. Claude-Ennin (Ghana Medical Asso- 
ciauon) submitted a motion calling for 
amendment of Decree No. 299 to empower 
the Assembly to promulgate the Constitu­
tion. Then more speakers intervened on this 
subject, others raised points of order, while 
some spoke about the Constitutional pro­
posals—certain speakers opposed appoint­
ment of ministers from outside Parliament, 
and Mr. Peter Adjetcy (Accra administrative 
district) said the Chief Justice had too 
many powers in the draft Constitution, while 
Mr. Imoru Salifu (Bawku administrative 
district) said there should be a Minister of 
Northern Affairs.

The motion p 
Ennin was intros 
Many members 
and the Speaker 
fusion of motions." 
a halt to amendments, 
said the matter was so important 
must be settled before anything else. Some 
members suggested that the final Constitu­
tion should be promulgated by the NLC 
unaltered, or submitted to a referendum; 
Mr. Adjetey said promulgation should be 
left to the NLC. and the Rev. C. G. Bacta 
(Christian Council) said the Council should 
be associated with the promulgation. Dr. 
Jones Ofori-Atta (University of Ghana) 
said some motions aimed to prevent the 
NLC from amending the Constitution On 
January 24 Mr. Justice Azu Crabbe's new 
motion seeking promulgating power for the 
Assembly was carried. But another motion. by eight 
proposed by Mr T D. Brodie-Mends | department 
(Cajee Coast Municipal Council) and sug-

jport 
in 1964. when 
elections. Later 
party nation: 
SLPP majc 
according 
to irregular 
SLPP sup; 
commissior 
that they 
thing . . .'

Il was not. sayt the rep°rl- » » 
alleged, the injection of party poll 
the council that caused the trot 
“the presence of banditry*. Tn 
alleges that by-elections to the com 
not held because Sir Albert Mai 
afraid that they would mean the 
SLPP control to the APC.

As reported here last week the 
ment has ordered Mrs. C 
Cummings-John to pay more than £ 
losses sustained by the City Counc 
her tenure of office. Mrs. Cummir 
who became Freetown's first wom.n 
in 1966. has been in Britain since1 
seized power in March 1967. and 
apjiear before the commission. The 
ment also ordered 23 former city co 
to repay over £7.000.

0 A total of NCI I-29m. has been voted by 
the Government for the work to be done 
l.. Ministries and Government
departments in the Ashanti Region for 
1968-69. reports the Pioneer. The Ministries

0 Mr. Justice E. Akufo-Addo, Chief 
Justice, has presented instruments of 
appointment to three new judges. Mr. S. M. 
Boison (now chief State Attorney) and Mr. 

■E. K. Wircdu (legal practitioner in Kumasi), 
• have been appointed High Court Judges, 
i while Mr. A. Gogo (legal practitioner in 

a Circuit Court Judge.

gesting a referendum, was defeated. One 
supporter of this motion. Mr S. K. Opong 
(Wiawso Administrative District), said the 
Constitution would be undemocratic if not 
approved by the people.

More discussions on the draft Constitu­
tion followed. Among suggestions made 

that chieftaincy need not be 
id; that public officers should be 
declare their own and their wives’ 

that Article 3 (which would ban 
ations seeking to establish a system 
J to democracy or threatening 

ignty") could be used to 
and that the voting age 

ud to 18. The discussion 
day. when there was 
the role of "standing 

One proposal was that the head 
Mr. Kwcsi 

criticised what he said 
‘jht to strike, and 
-.Id receive back 

courts and stool lands should revert 
to stools. Mr. P. K. Owusu Ansah (Brong- 

care should be taken to avoid 
Regions, so that no Biafra 

i Ghana.

O Increased prices of fuel oil a 
cants, arising from the closure of 
Canal and devaluation of the Lcor 
generating costs for the Siem 
Electricity Corporation by some 25 
says the Annual Report for 1967- 
in spite of these and other mcreas 
remain the same mainly because of 
operating efficiencies and reductio 
number of unmetered and uni 
supplies." Devaluation also incre 
Corporation's indebtedness to th« 
Bank by over Leones 340.000. and 
by at least 15 per cent, the cost of 
spares and equipment.

During the next four years the 
tion is spending over Leones 8m o 
sion and improvement of services.

• Mr. Dugumyeli Hebi, former Upper 
Region secretary of the CPP. was shot dead 
in Wa. while walking along a street, on 
Jan. 21. Mr. Hcbi. who headed the Kusasi 
youth movement under the old regime, was 
among many CPP members detained after 
the Kuiungulu bomb attempt on President 
Nkrumah's life in 1962. Last November 
he appeared before the Exemptions Com­
mission headed by Mr. Justice Apaloo. 
which exempted him from the public office 
ban on leading members of the old regime, 
after a hearing which was held in secret— 
reportedly because it was thought Mr. 
Hebi's evidence might be harmful to 
security if made public.

What Happens After the Assembly ?
/~|N the third day of its debate on the 
" constitutional proposals, which began 
on January 21. the Constituent Assembly 
adopted a resolution seeking full powers 
to enact "the Constitution of the Second 
Republic of Ghana." Adoption of this 
motion, put forward by the Chairman of 
the Assembly’s Business Committee (Mr. 
Justice Azu Crabbe, representative of the 
judiciary), ended three days of confusion 
over several motions. On January 21 several 
members demanded that before anything 
else was discussed, the question should be 
solved of who should promulgate the 

: finally agreed constitution—whether the 
. NLC should do this, as provided for in 

the existing decree under which the 
has met (Decree No. 299), or 

he Assembly if...............
Mr. Joe Appiah (Gh: 

said that if the report 
were submitted to the N1 
sion of Inquiry report, 
would be “an exercise in futility." 
Speaker. Mr. R. S. Blay, said this 
tion was bring looked into; Nene 
Mate Kole (Deputy Speaker) said the 
raised by Mr. Appiah should not be 
with before everything else, and 
Reginald Amponsah (representing 
Mampong Ashanti electoral college) 

point should be disci 
Claude-Ennin (Ghana
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to go. are to go to Morocco for f 
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Leone Muslim Pilgrim Welfare

ting 
on the Commonwealth Prime 

' Conference, said it afforded an 
ingc of 
sues like 
Nigeria* 
his sug- 

’rime

I group 
further 

J to the Sierra 
re Association.

° Congo-Brazzaville's budget balances at 
15.939m. CF/\ (a little over £27m). Of this 
figure a sum of 7.680m. (just over £13m.). 
CFA is devoted to personnel, including 
2.459m. CFA (£4 2m.) on education and 
1.832m. (£3.Im.) on defence personnel. In 
his New Year message, reported last week. 
Major Ngouabi 
had been a budi 
francs (about £6.5m.) caused mainly by 
management. The continuing debt 
France was the government's major concern. 
The budget, he said, would be balanced, not 
by fresh taxes, but by new economic activi­
ties.

Ten Sierra Lconear 
go. are to go 

idies on scholars

igo-Brazzavillc's budj
1. CFA (a little over 1

insists of 
Chairman

areas.

O Two hundred of those detained under 
the state of emergency declared in Novem­
ber have been released. The state of emer­
gency. however, continues and 
government warned those released to 
operate tn the maintenance of order.

"On
bring the vast majority i 
citizens into the N. 
Union ” A multi-par 
anarchy in a country 
had many different 
customs, diak 
among themselves.

istly have to be borrowed, 
m the World Bank. Free- 

Tom power station will be 
iwcr stations started at 

In his review the 
ilker, says 

may be they 
iisconncct con- 

to the corporation.
>r the year was over 

increase on the 
and the final balance of

Mr. Siaka Stevens waves from his car to 
airport to Freetown on his return 
Among those at the airport were 
banners.

personnel, includinj 
n.) on education 

on defence personnel.
message, reported 

said that since 1962 there 
idgct deficit of over 4.000m.
£6.5m.) caused mainly by bad

The continuing debt to 
: government's maj<
said.

money will mos 
particularly from 
town’s King 
extended and new pov 
Kcncma and Koidu.
Chairman. Dr. Richard Kclfa-Caul 
that however unpopular it i 
have no alternative hut to di 
sumers who owe money 
The operating surplus for 
Leones 2m. a small

I previous year, and the nnai 
revenue some Leones 400.000

• Among messages congratulating Major 
Ngouabi on his appointment as head of 
state was one from army officers trained in 
the USSR. They said they had studied the 
situation in the country, and fully supported 
Maj. Ngouabi. Their politico-military train­
ing in the USSR had been of value to 

i they carried out this study "with 
?c of political cadres in our young 
und. we would like future young 
i he sent to Eastern countries, 

these wilf give them political and 
training We recommend the instal- 

political department in the 
as soon as possible”.

• Ex-President Massemba-Debat has 
received a delegation from his home village 
of Boko, his first visitors since his house 
arrest in Brazzaville last year.

° Mr. A. K. Fraser has been 
first Sierra Leonean Manager 
Leone External ’ 
(SLED.

Mr. Fraser entered Cable and Wireless in 
1941 and was trained as an operator.

The Government denies that these people 
arc acting with the knowledge or connivance 
of the Prime Minister or any member of his 
government. The government has also called 
upon peaceful citizens who may be in 
hiding to return to their homes.

„... to people lining the twelve mile route from Hastings 
from the Commonwealth Prime Ministers conf ere 
Biafrans resident in Sierra Leone, carrying welc

Major Marien Ngouabi, Chairman of 
the National Revolutionary Council, attend­
ing a parade at which 1.000 members of the 
Youth Movement of the former ruling 
party (MNR) were officially incorporated 
in the regular army, said that military bases 
would be set up in frontier zones “where 
the spirits of evil arc moving against the 
Congolese nation." He also said the army 
would take part in the economic life of 
the country — -road building, prospecting for 
minerals, forestry and agriculture. The 
armed peoples militia (originally numbering 
1.500), formed from the Jennesse of the 
MNR, were involved in clashes with the 
army preceding the deposition of President 
Massemba-Debat by the army last year. 
Prior to that it had been announced that 
the militia would come under the army 
command.

• A warning to those who, under the 
cloak of the Youth section of the All 
Peoples’ Congress (APO, or Government 
security forces intimidate the Inhabitants 

, and extort money in parts of the Northern 
and Eastern Provinces, has been issued by

■ the Government.

, O Mr. Saika Stevens, reporting 
i country on the 

Ministers'
■ opportunity for very frank cxchar 
1 views, and for assessing important isst 

1 the Rhodesian situation, and the 
: Biafra conflict. Commenting on
1 gestions for the Nigerian problem, the Pr

1 Minister explained (hat he had tried to get 
the two sides to meet and give Common-

< wealth leaders a chance of making proposals 
for a solution. He was sorry the conference 

<1 ended without getting the two sides together. 
; Mr Stevens also said that he had had 
1 fruitful discussions with industrialists in 
j London. In parliament he emphasised that 
’< unemployment was the biggest problem 
j facing the government. Little would be 

’ gained from the new oil refinery for the 
, next two or three years.

Ahidjo and the 
Multi-Party System

President Ahidjo has been visiting the 
southern pait’ of Cameroon, near the 
borders with Equatorial Guinea. Gabon 
and Congo-Brazzaville. Speaking at Ntem 
near the Gabon border he berated those 
who were criticising the one-party system 
on the ground that it was undemocratic.

September I. 1966. wc were able to 
; the vast majority if not all Cameroon 
:ns into the National Cameroon 

irty set-up would spell 
like Cameroon, which 
tribes, with different 

lects and religions, who warred 
„ How could a nation

be created from such a country with a 
multi-party system?

O Dr. Kosonikc Thomas has been 
appointed Professor of Engineering at 
Fourah Bay Dr Thomas, who holds a 

, First Class Honours Degree in Engineering 
from St Andrews and a PhD from Leeds, 

=, is a Chartered Civil Engineer. Before being 
appointed Lecturer in Engineering at

I Fourah Bay, in 1962. he was a Tutor in 
1 Civil Engineering at University of Leeds. 

, In 1964-65 he was Visiting Scientist at the 
' University of Illinois, and in 1967 Visiting 
' Reader in Civil Engineering at the Univer- 

sity of East Africa, Nairobi.

° To assist in implementing the Govern­
ment's policy of developing and rehabilitat­
ing mining areas. a representative 
committee has been set up. It cor 
the Minister of the Interior as Cl 
and representatives of mining

Speaking at Sanguclima near the Congo- 
B. border, he denounced “acts and 
attempts by irresponsible people and adven­
turers who think they can conquer 
Cameroon." The 1967 “Second Front" 
Movement had been infiltrated by sup­
porters of the banned UPC. operating from 
Congo-B., who had been trying to set up 
guerrilla strongholds in the frontier regions 
of Dja and Lobo. But this attempt had 
failed, said the President. He affirmed that 
“Cameroon, a country getting along 
harmoniously, is among the leading group 
in Africa.” (The last major guerrilla 
raid in December 1967 from over the 
Brazzaville border, was beaten back by 
Cameroon security forces.)

President Ahidjo is not attending OCAM’s 
meeting in Kinshasa (the first summit of 
the organisation he has not attended) for 
reasons of "urgent internal business." The 
first Congress of the UNC is due to be 
held this month.
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IN BRIEF
The five-nation advisor 

the OAU's budget has been met 
Addis Ababa. Representatives of I 
The Gambia, Nigeria. Senegal am 
have been drawing up the draft bu 
be submitted to the Council of N 
meeting on February 17.

0 Lady Chile! Jawara gave birth to 
*--y on January 16. two days bef« 
...sband the Prime Minister returne 
the Commonwealth Prime Minister 
fcrencc in London.

> On the c 
(January 20. t»>. 
left Mali) trooi 

e- Traore to holo 
ic anniversary a day of

rsary of Arc 
last French

1 by Pi 
but rm 
y and ’

Director of 
, M. Ousmanc 
:hott for talks

© The President Ixis ordered the 
of 20 men detained for their comj 
the kidnapomg of a soldier of the 
Guard in a district of Maryland Co 
December. The men arc released 
an inquiry into the case by the 
tendent of the county.

eighth anniversary
3. the day the last I 

tops were asked 
Id no parades, b 

>f austerity

O Two Soviet scientific research 
lay in port in Monrovia as Preside 
man took a three-hour cruise on a I 
missile frigate, the USS Dahlgren.

IVORY COAST
Ivory Coast’s recurrent budget f 

totals 46,500m. CFA francs (about 
as against 43,200m. CFA last yea 
capital budget totals 27,224m. CF? 
(£45-4m.) as against 20,000m. CFA( 
last year. These represent an ina 
7-7 per cent, in recurrent budget am 
cent, in development expenditure 
increase in development expend. 
accounted for by the two great pre 
the Second Ivory Coast Developme 
the Kossou dam, and the port
Pedro

LIBERIA
President Tubman is to visit 

tania at the end of February. 1 
is seen in part as a preliminary to I 
ings of the West African Region^ 
ing, which it was announced in 5 
.aot week will be held in March. . 
will meet in Monrovia and heads 
will meet in Ouagadougou.

budget for 1969 totals . 
,000 more than last year; ! 
I for administrative expe 

for financing various 
?,000 (one third of the t 
of foreign loans.

rTHE OCAM summit was held in Kin- 
* shasa this week from January 27 to 

31. It was attended by delegations from 
12 of the 14 member countries, and of these 
10 were headed by Presidents. Cameroon’s 
delegation was headed by its Foreign 
Minister, and Rwanda’s by a senior official. 
The absentees were CAR and Congo-B, who 
had both made it dear that their absence was 
due to their differences with the government 
in Kinshasa, not to any objection to OCAM. 
CAR government said in Bangui that they 
would have liked to attend the conference, 
but they could not be sure of the security of 
their representatives in Kinshasa. Mean­
while efforts to mediate in the various dis­
putes continued. President Diori of Niger, 
on arrival in Kinshasa, asked about the dis­
putes. said ’’ these family quarrels will soon 
be settled,’’ and predicted that the OCAM

........—-j, state revenue had or..., ----------
>portcd by K cent, because of successive drought 
he present 1961 all budgets but one (196$ 
ingo would been in the red, and had had to 

up by drawing on previous surj 
treasury Ioans. From 1965 the 
had been empty.

.u, opening the conference, 
elements, supp 
of causing the .

led that the Congo would 
• conciliatory attempts, and 
uents Dion and Bongo for 
efforts.

:rence is being

In the course of last month’s meeting of 
Finance Minister Jean -Collin’had presented 
his report, which repeated the waning the 
President had made last November, that 
2,500m. CFA francs (about £4m.) would 
have to -be found to balance the 1968-69 
budget voted last June, which was 36.750m. 
CFA francs (£62-9m.) for the recurrent bud­
get. and 12.672m. CFA (£22-4m.) for the 
capital budget, the latter to be covered by 
loans. The reasons for the likely deficit were boy 
the consequences of last May’s crisis, which hush 
meant extra wage bills as well as bills for 
compensation for damage, and the third 
drought in a row. The report revealed that 
in 1967-68, 51-6 per cent, of the budget © 
went on civil servants, as opposed to 47 (Jr 
per cent, in 1962-63. There were now over 
36,000 civil servants. Over the same five- 

.BoKMffl. »no c.a.mea ...at mere neo oeen ,.car pcrjod whHc ovcra„ spcndin(, ,,ad gonc 
plan by Chad and ConEo-K for outright „p I4.5 p„ thc cost of ,hc civil 

partition ol CAR between them. He said vicc had gone up by 26 per cent., material °
“tAR accepts thc blockade of Chad, just expenses had remained stationary, while Ke
as it accepts President Mobutu’s threatened expenditure on actual work had dropped 
blockade." by 31-5 per cent. Over the same period

O The family of ex-President ! 
Keita. and other political detainees 
be granted one quarter of their forme 
ics. under a law of the previous regi

leaders would find a solution during their 
talks. President Diori arrived with other 
leaders of the Council of thc Entente. Presi­
dents Houphouet-Boigny (Ivory Coast) 
Lamizana (Upper Volta). Zinsou (Dahomey) 
and Eyadema (Togo).

However, two days before the summit 
opened. CAR broke diplomatic relations with 
Congo-K, whose ambassador in Bangui had 
been sent home last November. On January 
24, President Bongo of Gabon visited 
Yaounde for talks with President Ahidjo of 
Cameroon. Thc Gabon President reported 
on his own mission with President Diori to 
Brazzaville. Kinshasa and Bangui, thc results 
of which he had earlier pronounced favour­
able. Thc two Presidents said they wished 
an early end to tension in Central Africa, 
and stressed thc necessity to dissociate thc 
problems of UDEAC from those of indivi­
dual member countries.

Meanwhile thc report 
blockade of Chad had 
turned out to be premature. The lifting 
had been claimed by President Bongo, and 
by President Tombalbayc of Chad as well 
as the Bangui weekly Terre Africainc. and 
was denied tw« days later by President 

«Bokassa. who claimed that there had been

President Mobutu.
accused divisive 
foreign interests, 
troubles. He adde 
support any 
praised Presidcr 
peacemaking efi

Thc conference is being attended by 
several African and non-African observers, 
including M. Kisamara, Burundi’s Education 
Minister; and Sir Seewosagur Ramgoolam, 
Prime Minister of Mauritius, who had 
flown from Paris with President Tsiranana 
of Madagascar. In Paris, Sir Sccwosagur 
had said that Mauritian membership of 
•OCAM was "almost a fact”; it was now 
only a question of procedure. President 
Tsiranana said on arrival in Kinshasa: "our 
two islands are sisters, and I have long ing,
wished for this adhesion". In Paris, thc last
Mauritian Premier had had discussions on 
his proposal for an economic grouping of 
his island with thc Malagasy Republic and 
thc French Overseas Department of 
Reunion.

It is reported as we go to press that the 
conference rejected an application by a 
Nigerian representative for observer status; 
this was taken as a gesture to the pro- 
Biafran sentiments of some members states. 
President Houphouet-Boigny, addressing the 
opening sessions, said that an OCAM peace 
initiative might bring peace nearer in thc 
Nigerian war. President Senghor of Sene­
gal, who had been on a state visit to the 
Congo prior to the conference, said when 
he made an hour's detour to Burundi that 
Senegal would not recognise Biafra; but he 
called for an immediate ceasefire and nego­
tiations to find a solution based on the terri­
torial integrity of Nigeria. His visit ended 
with the signing of a treaty of friendship, 
and cultural and economic agreements, 
between Senegal and the Congo. President 
Mobutu has accepted an invitation to visit 
Senegal.

The conference got under way by accept­
ing unanimously President Houphouct- 
Boigny’s proposals that President Hamani 
Diori be re-elected Chairman of OCAM for 
a third term, until the negc 
renewal of thc Yaounde i__
safely completed. Thc conference c 
sidcrcd over 40 topics passed to it by 
Council of Ministers' conference, which 
from January 21 to 25.
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O President Nixon has ordered a compre­
hensive review of US aid to victims of 
the Nigerian civil war. and requested 
recommendations for additional US action

a correspondent

A National Biafra Day 
throughout France to coll

0 More than 100 surgeons 
have met in Accra to study 
tims of the Nigerian civil war. They heard 
papers on surgery of the civil war and fire­
arm injuries of the gemto-urinary system in 
the Nigerian conflict, read by Dr. Victor 
Ngu of the University College of Ibadan. 
Nigeria. The conference was organised by 
me Association of West African Surgeons 
Four leading surgeons from Great Britain, 
the USA and Poland were guest speakers.

O Four French parliamentarians, 
M. Achillc-Fould. are currently 
Nigeria. The Lagos Morning Post said 
visit augured well for peace, and also 
alleged that there were certain Americans 
whose “ dubious philanthropy" led them 
to the side of secession. It also claimed 
that France did not break into two after 
the Massacre of St. Bartholomew in 1572.

Meanwhile several prominent French 
writers, including Jean-Paul Sartre and 
Jules Romains have been invited, by the 
Biafran Society of Writers, to Biafra. M. 
Romains was one of several dozen 
political, literary and scientific personalities 
who called for French recognition of 
Biafra.

• Dr. Otue, Biafra's repr
US. has expressed surprise   
by U Thant that “impediments" to relief 
had “ not come from Lagos." Dr. Otuc 
said Nigeria. UK, and USSR had exerted 
pressure on Equatorial Guinea to ban Red 
Cross flights from there. The represe 

:sscd surprise at U Thant* 
f Biafra with Katanga.

Gabon, and the delay in 
due to currency diffic 
however, a Ministry ol Information .• 
man is quoted as saying she was uni 
this conflicts strongly with her own account).

• Col. Ojukwu has sent a message to 
“several African leaders" (unspecified)

ig them for the role they played 
Commonwealth conference.

a press conference with 
lists Col. Ojukwu claimed 

Nigeria had “hurried to the conference 
table ’’ as a result of some African states 
recognising Biatra. “ Another spate of 
recognition, especially from European coun­
tries will force Lagos to the conference 
table" he said.' He called for an inter­
national solution, rather than a purely 
African one. Once there was a ceasetire 
it would be difficult for cither side to 
resume the fighting. He admitted to having 
been “ very touched" by 
of the Nixon administrator

' is to be held 
licet mom 

food and medical assistance for '
ng sponsored by the French 
Foreign Minister Michel 
long report

?ck on the I!

who started last summer 
jpeal for the evacuation of large 
:rs of Biafran children, but has been 

by relief workers and others, has 
in the New York Supreme Court 

:r the State Attorney General obtained 
an order calling on her to defend her use 
of funds raised. He said she had collected 
over S20.000, but none of this had been dis­
tributed; the order called on her to give 
reason why she should not be restrained 
from collecting more funds or spending Nigc
those collected so far. Miss Garth a 40- the
year-old Englishwoman, said the money 
was for shelters for Biafran children in

I)IAFRA radio on Wednesday claimed 
•**-* that a big offensive in the Abagana 
sector of the Northern front opened on 
that day. with heavy artillery and mortar 
bombardment, followed by infantry and 
armoured vehicle attacks Fierce fighting
was continuing The announcement, 
although unconfirmed in Lagos, coincides 
with a visit to the Northern front of 
Brigadier Hassan, army Chief of Staff. It 
is not believed, however, that this is part 
of the "final final push". It is known that 
the army leaders consider they have to 
secure the Onitsha-Awka-Enugu ro ' ' 
the push in these sectors can bej 
road is still subject to ambush 
much of its length, and the Biafrans 
hold an important salient of territory 
north of the road, including the tos 
Abagana. There have been heavv 
forccmcnts in recent days of 2 Div.3> 
Omtsha. Likewise on the southern front 
there is still a serious ambush prot 
the Aba-Ikot Ekpenc road, which 
only tenuously by federal troops, 
is less important as a supply link t 
Omtsha-Enugu road.
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Biafra radio continues to claim progress 
in Owcm. without ever claiming to have 
taken the town. On the Federal side, it is 
stated that all attempts to take Owcrn have 
been rebuffed, it is staled, too, that the 
village of Afaha-Ise in Itu sector has been 
taken after fierce fighting, and that attempts 
to send infiltrators into the Mid-west at 
Asa ba have been foiled An attack also 
on the recently captured communications 
centre of Inyi, has also reportedly been 
fended off.

0 The Federal Government has suspended 
its agreement with the BBC which means 
cancellation of certain facilities for BBC 
journalists in Lagos, and recall of trainees 
in London. The measure is believed to be 
retaliation for the screening of a pro- 
Biafra film on the Twenty-four Hours 
programme during the Commonwealth 
Prime Ministers' conference.

During a farewell visit to Gen. Gowon 
by Gen. Milroy, the Canadian member 
of the international observers team, who 
is being replaced, the Nigerian head of 
state said that demands by certain people 
in Nigeria that the observers should “pack 
and go" stemmed from ignorance of the 
team's usefulness. He expressed gratitude 
for the previous observers’ reports saying 
“you have told the world what you have 
seen." Gen. Gowon also paid tribute to 
Canada's impartiality in world affairs.

The latest report from the observers 
covering November 24-January 13 pub­
lished last week urged the Fe

than 40 foreign firms have 
permission to establish branches 

:w South-East State, including the

ment to move prisoners of war in Lagos 
from civilian prisons to a separate camp 
run by the army, and set up a screening 
organisation with power to release 
prisoners. “This must be observed if 
Nigerian authorities wish to follow in their 
entirety the rules of the Geneva 
Convention." The report reaffirmed the 
observers' conviction that there was no 
genocide, but said no conclusion could be 
reached on the alleged deliberate attack 
by the Federal Air Force on the hospital 
of Awo Omama in Biafra.

Two of the observers were present at a 
Biafran counter-attack at Owcrri last week.

The day is being .
Government. Foreign Minister 
Debre made a long report to the French 
cabinet last week on the Biafra situation, 
at which he said that about £400,000 was 
needed in the next six months to maintain 
the French humanitarian programme.

The Paris-based weekly Jeune . 
has claimed that Trench arms supj 
Biafra have dropped spectacularly in 
weeks “ In mid-Scptcmber last y 
French supplies reached 150 tons a w< 
In mid-Octobcr they were up to 300 tons." 
Since December figures had gone down 
sharply. The paper questioned whether this 
was due to the embarrassment of the 
French at criticism ol the supplies, or to 
financial difficulties of the Biafrans.

o Lt. Col. David John Brown, 
mandcr 2nd Division (rear) based 
Midwest, has announced new measures for 
the protection of civilians. A duty officer 
1$ now at military HQ in Benin, to whom 
complaints of maltreatment by soldiers 
should be made by the public. In the last 
few weeks there had been cases of mal­
treatment. but they had not been brought 
to the notice of the proper authorities.
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• British Foreign Secretary Michael 
Stewart has told Labour MP Eric Helfer 
that the Nigerian Government was justified 
in requisitioning the Palm Line ship Enugu 
Palm to transport 47 troops, and a large 
general cargo. Four seaman had decided 
not to serve on the voyage and were flown 
home to Liverpool, and had subsequently 
complained to Mr. Helfer as their local 
MP.
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'International' people bank with
s-bwa

THtSTftNDflHOBMiK

Business today is international. And business 
men need to be internationally-minded. That's 
why it is so important that the Bank you deal 
through operates on an international basis, too.

S B W A. is just such a Bank. As part of the 
Standard Bank Group, S.B.W.A. and its cus­
tomers can call upon the services of a network of 
1,200 Branches in 17 African countries as well

STANDARD BANK OF WEST AFRICA LTD
The Bank that builds Business

as Offices in the U.K., America, Europe and the 
Far East. These Branches and Offices are there to 
serve you and your business interests. A friendly 
Bank in a country which may be quite unknown 
to you is a safeguard and a support.

So let S.B.W.A. give you the benefit of its 
international connections: just ask the manager 
of your local branch for details.

% S.B.W.A. also has unique facilities for fostering international business through its 
close connections with Chase Manhattan Bank N.A. of New York, and the Midland. 
National Provincial and Westminster Banks of London, who are now associated with 
the Group through their important shareholdings in Standard Bank Limited,
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because they are at home the moment they come aboard!

going E.D. :

HAVE YOU
BOOKED YOUR:
RETURN
VOYAGE YET?

PEOPLE
are going...

Just a few steps up the gangway and you are in anot 
p, wOrld. A world of comfort, first class service and

■ promise of days of self indulgent relaxation. Take st 
L’ ’1 -I^UJ ■ ! to ... by going E.D.

E_—2———I—————' U.K.—W.A. either way, people are gP..6 '
/L./-27 enjoying the standard of service which only comes ft
//*p\, over 100 years' specialised experience.
/FO HEAD OFFICE, INDIA BUILDINGS, WATER STREET, LIVERPOOL 2.

ELDERDEMPSTERLINES elder dewster agencies ltd. throughout ii est Africa


