
m i mTrust Is A Burden
VOL. 1 NO. 57

UST!
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2001 SAFAR 2 ,1422  A.H. N50

RAKUD ENGINEERING LIMITED
Your ultimate answer to electricity generator question: 
We are at: H ead Office: No.9 France Road, Sabon 
Gari, P.O. Box 10443, Kano State Nigeria. Tel/Fax: 
064-641408, 639712.
Kaduna Office: X 16 Adamawa Road. RO. Box 8565, 
Kaduna. N igeria. Tel: 234-62-241256 Fax: 234-62- 
241262
Abuja Office: Plot 466 Desmond Tutu Street, Asokoro 
Abuja - N igeria. P.O. Box 2895, Abuja. Tel:234-9- 
2342005. Fax: 234-9-3148033.

Wednesday Column:
Murtala Mohd.Aliyu:

Nigerians and their 
elected leaders 

Pg.5

Why Malu 
was 

removed
Pg.3

LEMINGSWAY STORES
A convenient spot fo r  

total shopping
Location:

Leventis Close,
Central Area District, Abuja.

Tel: 09- 5239020

other Service Chiofs
The F ederal G overn­

m en t y es te rd ay  a n ­
n ounced  the re tire ­

ment o f  three service chiefs. 
They are: the C h ief o f  Army 
Staff, Lt. General Victor Malu, 
C hief o f  Naval Staff, Vice- 
\dm iral V.K. Ombu and the 

C hief o f  A ir Staff, Vice-Mar- 
'hal Ibrahim M. Alfa.

A s ta tem ent signed  by 
the Secretary to the G overn­
ment o f the Federation (SGF), 
C h ie f  U fo t E k a e tte  an - 
-v ‘unced the retirem ent, say- 
ing P re s id e n t O lu se g u n  
OHasanjo has accepted the 
Iet • rement notices forwarded 
b;. the three service chiefs.

The th re e -p a ra g ra p h  
statem ent did not give rea- 
K ns for the retirem ents but 
* iid  P re s id e n t O b a sa n jo  
a  m m ended them  for the ir 
Ic .a l service, professional-

[ By Su le im an  M oham m ed |
ism and contribution to the 
on-going  transition  to  d e ­
m ocracy and w ished them  
“every success in their future 
endeavours.”

The statem ent also  an ­
nounced the appointm ent o f  
M a jo r-G e n e ra l A .O . 
O gom udia as the new  C hief 
o f  Arm y Staff, Rear Admiral 
S.I. Afolayan as C hief ofN a- 
val S taff and A ir Vice M ar­

s h a l  J.D. W uyep as the C hief 
o f  Air Staff.

The retired service chiefs 
w ere  s ig h ted  a t the  S tate 
House yesterday shortly be­
fo re  th e  g o v e rn m e n t a n ­
nouncem ent.

See page 3 fo r  details.

KUTA REPORT

Indicted Senators lose posts
a t i Q + A r c  i  r \  r l  i  K t r  R v  R f l l l h p n  \ I I  n  H FI H  A / t i ’ / n  +l«/%ena to rs  ind ic ted  by  
th e  K u ta  P an el r e ­
p o r t h av e  b ee n  r e ­

lieved o f  their positions as 
chairmen or vice-chairmen o f  
Senate Standing Committees.

Chairman, Senate C om ­
mittee on Information, Sena­
tor Jonathan Zwingina, con­
firm ed the developm ent to 
Daily Trust after yesterday’s 
sitting.

A lthough not indicted by

By R euben  Y unana

the K u ta  R eport, S en ato r 
Khairat Gwadabe was also re­
lieved o f  her chairmanship o f 
the Federal Capital Territory 
Committee.

T he tw o developm ents 
confirm ed Daily Trust s pre­
dictions yesterday that the 
in d ic te d  S e n a to rs  and  
G w adabe w ould  lose the ir 
pow erful Senate posts.

S enato r Z w ing ina to ld

Daily Trust: ‘I think the reso­
lutions o f  the Senate w ere 
very  c lea r on the indic ted  
Senators, w hich is that they 
sh o u ld  s ta n d  d o w n  from  
those committees where they 
were either chairmen or vice- 
chairmen.”

Those in this category as 
reported by Daily Trust yes­
te rd a y  in c lu d e : S e n a to rs  
A b u b a k a r  G ire i, G b en g a  

contd. on pg  2

r* •Nigeria tasks African countries on AIDS
N

rI
left: Dr. Salim  Ahm ed Salim , OAU Secretary-General, Vice President A tiku  Abubakar and the 

• o f  Health, Professor A. B.C. Nwosu at the Ministerial/Technical meeting o f  African Heads o f  State 
' on HIV/AIDS in Abuja... yesterday Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

ig e r ia  y e s te rd a y  
s tre ssed  th e  need  
fo r  co n c e rte d  e f ­

forts by A frican countries to 
fight the dreaded A cquired 
Im m u n e D e fic ie n c y  sy n ­
drome (HIV/AIDS) in order 
to protect future generations.

“The dual epidem ics o f  
HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis 
are dev asta tin g  the co n ti­
nent, and there is no doubt 
that drastic m easures have to 
b e  ta k e n  to  c o m b a t th e  
scourge, w hich affects our 
youths m ore than any other 
group,” declared V ice-Presi­
dent A tiku A bubakar, who 
was G uest o f  H onour at the 
Technical/M inisterial w ork­
shop on HIV/AIDS, as a p re­
lude to the H eads o f  State • 
summit tomorrow.

By Suleim an  M oham m ed

The Vice-President, who 
declared open the workshop 
on the d readed  d isease  in 
Africa, noted that m any A f­
rican countries are w itness­

ing the effects o f  the disease, 
saying, “now is the tim e to 
co llec tiv e ly  stand  up  and 
fight the d isease ."  W hile 
urging delegates at the work- 

contd. on pg  2

NCC to auction Broadband Multi-Media Licences
| By O sborne  Adi Jn r.

Barely one m onth to the official take-off o f  the Global 
System for M obile Com m unications (GSM ) in the 
country, the N igerian Com m unications Com mission 

(NCC) is set to auction Broadband M ulti-M edia Service li­
cences.

Consequently, the Com m ission will release a com prehen­
sive tim etable in the next tw o w eeks preparatory to the auc­
tion. W inners at the auction will be granted the franchise to 
operate the netw ork in the country.

Executive Vice-Chairman o f  the NCC, Engr. Ernest Ndukwe, 
who dropped this hint at a stakeholders m eeting in A buja 
yesterday said all potential bidders w ould be equitably allo­
cated resources for the developm ent o f  the nation’s telecom-

contd. on p g  2

Oh God Almighty, guide our 
President, his vice & democracy. 

Make Jakada Radio be. 
this Northern dream live. Ameen
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Rimi declares presidential interest
he race for the presi­
dency m ay have be 
gan in  earnest w ith 

the declaration by the former 
g o v e rn o r  o f  K ano  S ta te , 
A lh a ji M u h a m m a d u  
Abubakar Rimi to contest the 
2003 presidential election.

This b rings to  five  the 
num ber o f  politic ians who 
have e ith er dec lared  the ir 
presidential am bitions per­
sonally, or done so through 
by their supporters.

The others include: the 
g o v e rn o r  o f  A b ia  S ta te , 
C h ie f O rji U zor K alu ;-his 
Zam fara State counterpart, 
Alhaji A hm ed Sani and the 
incum bent C h ief O lusegun 
Obasanjo. Their campaign 
p o s te rs  h av e  a lre a d y  
adorned the streets o f  major 
towns in the country, includ­
ing the Federal Capital Terri­
to ry , A b u ja . C h ie f  G ani 
Fawehinm i has declared in­
terest to run under the N a­
tional Conscience Party.

Rimi, who aspired for the 
position but later w ithdrew  
for Obasanjo w ho em erged 
w inner to carry PDP ticket at 
the party’s convention at Jos 
in 1998, made his declaration

By Ib rah im  M odibbo and 
Z u b a iru  Shaba

to  ru n  aga in  fo r  the  p o st 
sh o rtly  a fte r he w as co n ­
ferred with an honorary doc­
torate degree by the U niver­
sity o f  Calabar last week.

“I am going to contest the 
presidential election , R im i 
declared, adding: “there is 
nothing I can do than con­
test the presidential election 
in 2003, because the incum ­
b en t, P re s id en t O lusegun  
Obasanjo has woefully failed 
to  m ove the  co u n try  fo r­
ward.”

T h is  has  la id  to  re s t 
speculations on R im i’s am bi­
tion and confirm s an earlier 
s to ry  b y  D a ily  Trust on  
R im i’s m obilisation drive in 
setting up a political struc­
ture to contest the 2003 presi­
dential elections.

W hile em phasising  his 
re a so n s  to  ru n  a g a in s t 
Obasanjo in 2003, Rimi said 
“President Obasanjo did not 
on ly  d isappo in t those that 
vo ted  h im  into pow er but 
even  th o se  th a t fough t to 
ensure that his candidature 
becam e a reality” .

This declaration has po­
sitioned Rimi as the first poli­
tician to com e out openly to 
show  in terest in  the p resi­
dential seat under the ban­
n er o f  the  P eoples D em o­
cratic Party (PDP).

Rimi gave an insight into 
his program m e i f  voted into 
office. A ccording to him , he 
w ill ad d ress  p re ss in g  n a ­
t io n a l is s u e s , w h ic h  
Obasanjo has failed to do. He 
said the issues include the 
recurrent fuel crisis, shortage 
o f  w ate r, e le c tric ity , b a d  
roads, unem ploym ent, non­
paym ent o f  w orker’s salaries 
and raising the value o f  the 
naira.

Rimi

shop to evolve strategies for 
effective measure against the 
d ise ase , A tik u  A b u b ak a r 
called for the exchange o f  
ideas, o f  experience and re­
sources by A frican countries 
in the fight.

“This summit is crucial as 
it represents the beginning o f 
our co llec tive  response to 
the HIV/AIDS epidem ic, lit­
erally, it is a fight for survival, 
therefore, the outcom e must 
reflect our vision for the fu­
ture o f  our continent and its 
people,” he said, and called 
for positive implementation 
o f  all strategies “ in order to 
m itigate its catastrophic im­
pact on our societies.

“ It is m y honest b e lie f  
that w ith the com m itm ent o f

Nigeria contd. from  p g  I

all African governments, our 
in te rn a tio n a l frien d s, and 
(m ost im portantly) every in­
dividual African, we will win 
th e  w ar a g a in s t th is  e p i­
dem ic”, he declared.

The Secretary-General o f  
the O rganisation  o f  A frica 
U n ity  (O A U ), Dr. S a lim  
A hm ed Salim , said the in ­
creasing  num ber o f  AIDS 
victim s in A frica was alarm ­
ing, and needed strong com ­
m itm ent to overcome.

H ealth M inister, Profes­
sor A.B.C. N w osu described 
the theme o f  the summit, “the 
quest for solution to an A fri­
can  c ris is  th ro u g h  g loba l 
partnership” , as appropriate, 
saying it would guide partici­
pants in the fight against the

dreaded disease.
P ro fe sso r  N w o su  sa id  

with about 24.5 million out o f  
a total o f  34.3 million infected 
peop le , A frican  co n tin en t 
w as in crisis situation, add­
ing that about 3.8 million new 
cases o f  HIV w ere recorded 
last year in sub-Saharan Af­
rican.

“In Nigeria, the prevalent 
ra te  am ongst the sexually  
active, productive and repro­
ductive age groups o f  15-49 
years, has been on the in ­
crease since the first national 
su rvey  in  1991,” he sa id , 
adding that about 2.6 million 
N igerians are currently  in­
fected by the disease.

munications network.
The spectrum Broadband 

Multi-Media Service is a wire­
less telecom m unication net­
w o rk  th a t fe a tu re s  h ig h ­
speed network service; Fite/ 
D a ta  T ra n s fe r ; V ideo  
c o n fe re n c in g ; D is ta n c e  
Learning and Tele-Medicine.

Licences for SBMS are 
based on national or regional 
netw ork  and are norm ally  
operated by Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs) and opera­
tional bands are obtainable 
on 3 .5  G H Z , 10G H Z  o r 
26GHZ.
'  Ndukw e said unlike the 
G SM , SBM S auction  cost

N C C c o n t d  from  pg  1
chances o f  scaling through 
since there is no limitation on 
the network and is capable 
o f  absorbing all dem ands.

N C C ’s SBMS consultant, 
Joe Sonke, from Radio Spec­
trum  International o f  United 
Kingdom , w ho gave a b rie f 
on the operations o f  the net­
w ork said licencing could be 
sold either through auction 
or w hat he called beauty con­
test.

D etails o f  the tw o pro­
cesses showed that auction 
could  be conducted  w here 
d em an d  e x c e e d s  su p p ly , 
while beauty contest or com ­
parative selection allows al-

Sonke said  the beau ty  
contest process, w hich was 
used in the UK, is an efficient 
allocation system because it 
gives licences to  those who 
value them  most and is not 
designed w ith the objective 
o f  raising revenue.

He m aintained that while 
the  p ro ce ss  is open , fair, 
transparent and objective, it 
also allows small com panies 
the opportunity to obtain li­
cences.

He said the process was 
tried  and tested  in the UK 
and w as less likely to lead to 
high fees. The network has 
m arkets m ostly in the finan­
cial institutions, broadcast­
ing fHnrational institutions,

About 40 people have 
d ied  and over 700 
o thers hosp italised  

fo llow ing  the ou tb reak  o f  
cerebro-spinal meningitis in 
A dam aw a State.

• The State Com m issioner 
o f  H ealth , A lhaji A hm adu 
Sameni, w ho disclosed this 
to newsm en in Yola, said the 
cases w ere recorded w ithin 
the last one month.

He said however, that the 
governm ent had intensified 
its efforts to fight the spread 
o f  the disease.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the outbreak o f  the epidemic 
occurred despite conducting

Meningitis kills 40 
in Adamawa

From  A bdullah i Tasiu 
A bubakar, in Yola

an im m un isa tion  exerc ise  
against it in some parts o f  the 
state.

The C om m issioner also 
con firm ed  an ou tb reak  o f  
m easles in the state, saying 
that it had already claim ed 
tw o lives and le ft several 
others in hospitals.

He called on the chairmen

o f all the 21 local government 
areas in the state to intensify 
th e ir  e f fo r ts  in  the  figh t 
against the diseases.

He also appealed to the 
public to report promptly to 
the authority any sign o f  M  
outbreak o f  the diseases in 
their areas to enable the gov­
ernm ent to take appropnatc 
action to control the situa­
tion.

Senate condemns Okadigbo, accepts 
apologies of Haruna Abubakar, others
Se n a te  y e s te rd a y  

a d o p te d  a m o tio n  
condem ning form er 

Senate President, Dr. Chuba 
O k a d ig b o , o v e r  c e r ta in  
statem ents credited  to him  
ev e n  as  it a c c e p te d  th e  
apologies o f  former Deputy 
S enate  P resid en t, H aru n a  
A b u b a k a r, and  o th e r  
Senators indicted by the Kuta 
report.

T he m otion  m oved  by  
S e n a to r  A rth u r  N z e rib e  
under Senate Standing Rule 
18, Order 42, 45, 52 and 14, 
p ra y e d  th e  S e n a te  to  
c o n d e m n  in  to ta lity ,  th e  
attem pt “by certain persons” 
to purchase, through bribery, 
in v o ices  from  a N atio n al 
A sse m b ly  s ta ff ;  an d  th e  
Senate resolve that when the 
p o lic e  h ad  c o m p le te d  
in v e s tig a tio n s  an d  th e  
“ p e rso n  o r p e r s o n s ” are  
m em bers o f  Senate, punitive 
a c tio n  sh o u ld  be ta k e n  
against them.

* th a t th e  S en a te  
c o n d e m n  th e  re c e n t 
sta tem ents cred ited  to  Dr. 
O k a d ig b o  in  n e w sp a p e r  
in terview s and dem and an 
apology from  him  failure o f  
w h ich  h e  sh o u ld  be 
suspended.

*that the Senate call on 
th e  P re s id e n t O lu se g u n  
Obasanjo to give m eaning to 
the anti-corruption campaign 
by prosecuting the Senators 
indicted by the Kuta report.

* that Senators distance 
themselves from  the indicted

Bv R euben Y unana

S e n a to rs  by  s u sp e n d in g  
them and withdrawing all their 
benefits except as conferred 
on them  by the consitution.

A rguing for the motion, 
Nzeribe noted that last Friday 
a man said to be an aid o f  the 
fo rm e r  D e p u ty  S en a te  
President was arrested trying 
to buy vital docum ents from 
a Senate staff forN50,000.

H e a lso  n o te d  th a t 
Okadigbo recently said in an 
interview that Senators were 
paid N500,000 each to remove 
him  last year.

In his defence, Senator 
H aruna A b ubakar said  he 
had  no k n o w led g e  o f  the

d e v e lo p m e n ts  n o r  the 
arrested aid. He apologised, 
saying he w ould  never do- 
anything to tarnish the imatrc 
o f  the Senate.

O ther indicted Senators, 
l ik e  R o w n a ld  O v ie  and 
Abubakar Girei, denied an;, 
knowledge o f  the events and 
said they w ould never brin^ 
the Senate into dispute.

S e n a te  unan im ousi>  
a d o p te d  th e  f irs t  th ree  
prayers but voted  that the 
other prayers had been ovei 
taken by events as the Presi­
d e n c y  h ad  a lre a d y  been 
given a report o f  the K uti 
report for necessary action

raises committee to probe toxic 
fuel importation

Oi

By R euben  Y unana

Indicted Senators contd. from  pg

enate has nam ed a nine-m em ber com m ittee to probe 
the importation o f  petroleum  products into the country 
between 1995 to date, coinciding with the period the 

former Deputy Senate President, Alhaji Haruna Abubakar. 
was M anaging Director o f  the Petroleum Products M arketing 
C o m p an y  (P P M C ), th e  co m p an y  re sp o n s ib le  fo r t 
importation.

The Senate action was sequel to the adoption o f  a motion 
recently sponsored by Senator Arthur N zeribe for the probe 
o f  the im portation o f  the killer-fuel during the period.

N zeribe’s m otion had prayed for the setting up o f  an ad- 
hoc com mittee to investigate the importation as well as ascer­
tain those behind it.

The com mittee is to be headed by Senator Ali M odu Sher 
iff. Other members o f  the committee are: Senators Akinfenu 
M aina M ajo Lawal, John Nwanunu, Victor Oyofor, W~ 
Dosunmu and Bello Gwarzo.

The rest are: Senators Arthur Nzeribe, the m over o f

motion and Daniel Saror.

Aluko, Florence Ita-Giwa and 
Ifeanyi Arar Ume.

As for K hairat Gwadabe, 
she lost her position via an 
announcem ent on the floor 
by  S enate  P re s id e n t P iu s 
Anyim, following the m ove­
m ent o f  a m otion to this ef­
fect by  Senator M am an Ali 
for her replacement.

The Senate President had 
inform ed the Senate that the 
reconstitution o f  the commit-

o f  Senate Selection Com m it­
tee o f  which he is chairm an 
and not a m atter for debate.

C o n se q u e n tly , A n y im  
y e s te rd a y  a n n o u n c e d  
Khairiat’s removal and her re- 
p la c e m e n t w ith  S e n a to r  
Danbo Sodangi.

Reacting, K hairat said it 
was w rong for her to be re­
moved w ithout being given 
the o p p o rtu n ity  to  defend  
herself against the charge o f
m/'nmnPtpnf'P

A nnouncing the co 
tution o f  the committee, 
ate P resident, P ius An 
said: “w hen this motion 
adop ted , I d id  inform  
cham ber that I w as going 
consu lt w ith  the se lec t’ 
com m ittee to  articulate 
m em bership o f  this ad- 
committee.

“A nd having duly c 
suited the selection com  
tee, I hereby announce 
chairman and members.
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Why Malu was remov
The announcement yesterday of the 

retirement of all the three Service 
Chiefs through a statement signed 

by the Secretary to the Government of the 
Federation (SGF), Chief Ufot J. Ekaette 
has laid to rest over four months of specu­
lations that President Obasanjo was plan­
ning to retire some of the most senior 
military officers.

It, however, sparked-off more specu­
lations on the reasons why the President 
had to retire the senior military officers, 
particularly because the five paragraph 
statement issued by the SGF did not state 
reasons for their retirement.

Weekly Trust newspaper of January 5 
-  11, 2001 had earlier reported that the 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS), Major Gen­
eral Victor Malu, and nine other senior 
military office^ in the Service would be 
retired by June, 2001. But to the chagrin 
of many defence analysts, Malu as well 
as two other Service Chiefs are retired two 
months before the reported date.

O f particular importance is the fact 
that the statement did not state whether 
the retirement of the service chiefs was 
due to any professional incompetence, nor 
did it hinge on their years of service in 
the military.

While the retirement of the Chiefs of 
Air and Naval Staff Air Vice Marshal 
Isaac Alfa and Rear Admiral Victor 
Ombu, respectively may come as a sur­
prise to many Nigerians, that of General 
Victor Malu may not be a surprise to keen 
observers of the nation’s military.

Inspite o f M alu’s good relationship 
with President Obasanjo at the inception 
o f the present administration, reliable 
sources at the Defence Headquarters have 
hinted that Malu soon fell out of the good

By Ismaila Lere & Ahmed Shekarau

Lt. Gen. T. Y. Danjuma, Defence Minister

books o f the 
President.

Several rea­
sons not directly 
related to pro­
fessional in ­
c o m p e te n c e  
have been 
linked to Gen­
eral Malu’s re­
tirement.

A c c o rd in g  
to military ana­
lysts, the a l­
leged face-off 
between Presi­
dent Obasanjo 
and Gen. Malu 
last year over 
the ethnic may­
hem in Lagos 
has soured their 
relationship.

During one

of the stormy security meetings held at 
the Presidential Villa two days into the 
carnage in Lagos last week, Daily Trust 
learnt that Malu presented a defence in­
telligence report indicating the massacre 
of hundreds of northerners, and threat­
ened to resign following Obasanjo’s re­
luctance in giving approval for military 
intervention, arguing that he would not 
be the army chief and watch ethnic may­
hem degenerate into a bloodbath.

Indeed, it was M alu’s outrage that 
forced the federal government to take 
swift and decisive action in quelling the 
crisis.

There was also the call late last year 
by Professor Wole Soyinka, a Nobel Lau­

reate and Yoruba supremacist, 
that Malu should be eased out 
o f the army because o f his in­
volvement in the trial o f coup 
plotters under Abacha.

General Malu had served as 
Chairman of the Special Mili­
tary Tribunal that sentenced Lt. 
G eneral O ladipo D iya and 
seven other coupists to death in 
1998.

Malu did not only express 
satisfaction with the job he did 
under Abacha during his ap­
pearance before the Humaij 
Rights Violation Commission 
(Oputa Panel) late last year, he 
declared his preparedness to 
serve in the sam6 capacity and 
given the same circumstance 
under General Abacha.

Malu’s remarks, ostensibly, 
did not go down well with 
Yoruba irredentists who still 
believe that the 1997 coup plot

e ra l A bacha  
dies in 1998.

O thers are 
M ajor General 
O kon o f  the 
Defence M in­
is try ; M ajo r 
G e n e r a l  
Yellowe Duke, 
C h ie f o f  O p­
erations, Army 
Headquarters, 
B rig . G en. 
A uche, Com- 
m a n d a n t , 
A rm y H ead ­
quarte rs , L a­
gos G arrison  
C o m m a n d ;  
B rig . G en. 
E s e k h a m e ,  
Commandant, 
A rm y E n g i­
neering Corps;

was a hoax, inspite of overwhelming evi­
dence and video clips presented to the 
Oputa panel. Presidency sources hinted 
Daily Trust that Malu’s testimonies at the 
panel did not go down well with the Presi­
dent either.

It was learnt that Professor Soyinka 
had expressed his determ ination to 
launch an aggressive crusade for Malu’s 
removal. He started it off with a full- 
page article published in some dailies 
a tta ck in g  the fo rm er CO A S and 
p ressing  on P resident O basanjo  to 
remove him (Malu) so as to rid his gov­
ernm ent o f  an independent-m inded 
arm y ch ie f and soften the hardline 
stance o f his NADECO critics.

In a dramatic twist o f events, how­
ever, the nine other top military offic­
ers repo rted  to have been 
served their retirement notices 
were not included in the retire­
m en t lis t, go ing  by  U fo t 
Ekaette’s statement.

The other officers earlier 
m en tio n ed  in c lu d e  M ajo r 
General Y.L. Ashe, Chief o f 
Programmes and Plans, Army 
(COPPS-A); M ajor General 
V.B. W illiam s, D irector o f  
Arm y Finance; M ajor E.E. 
Achibong (Obasanjo’s former 
ADC and younger brother to 
Brig. Gen. D an A chibong 
(Rtd) GOC 2nd Division; and 
M ajor General “Peter Gyang 
Sha, Com m andant o f  NDA 
and former GOC 3rd Division,
Jos who was said to have pre­
v en ted  D iya and o th er 
coupists from  being trans­
ferred out o f Jos when Gen-

and Colonel Olutara, Director o f Mili­
tary Intelligence.

Daily Trust reliably gathered from 
Defence sources that the Presidency 
may have withdrawn the retirement no­
tices ea rlie r served the o ther nine 
generals that were billed to be retired 
along with Gen. Malu.

This appears to have confirmed fears 
that the other nine generals were earlier 
targeted as scapegoats to pay price for 
M alu’s “sins.”

With the latest development, politi­
cal observers speculate that President 
Obasanjo may have started the process 
o f weeding out the last batch o f top of­
ficers  in h erited  from  the A bacha- 
Abubakar regime. He is expected to re­
place them with officers the Presidency 
could vouch for their loyalty to the 
Commander-in-Chief.

Such political calculations are ex­
pected to smoothen the jagged road to 
2003, when President Obasanjo would 
need the unwavering loyalty o f his po­
litical and military appointees.

It will be recalled that early into the 
life o f  Obasanjo’s presidency, the gov­
ernment undertook a massive cleansing 
exercise o f  alleged Abacha-Abubakar 
loyalists, which generated a cacophony 
o f criticisms due to its ethnic lopsided­
ness. With the current retirements, the 
imbalance is expected to-tHt further, 
even though one o f  the new appointees, 
Air Vice-Marshal J.D. Wuyep from Pla­
teau State, is believed to be represent­
ing the North.

However, the exercise would pave 
way for the advancement o f a crop o f 
officers who are expected to have undi­
vided loyalty to the president.

Gen. Victor Malu, outgoing Chief o f  Army Staff



Page 4 Daily Trust Wednesday April 25, 2001

Forum seeks true federalism.
resource controlThe Citizens Forum for 

Constitutional Reform 
(CFCR), a coalition o f  

m ore than 40 civ il society 
organizations in Nigeria, has 
suggested the implementation 
o f  true federalism as a means 
o f  su s ta in in g  the  c u rre n t 
dem ocratic  p rocess in the 
country.

T he fo ru m  in its 
m em orandum  to the jo in t 
N a tio n a l A sse m b ly
committee on the review o f 
the 1999 constitution, a copy 
o f  which was made available 
to  the  N ew s A g en c y  o f  
N ig e r ia  (N A N ) in  A b u ja  
y e s te rd a y , d e c la re d  th a f  
[Certain m inim um  standards 
m ust be adhered  to in the 
application o f the new statute.

“ T hey  in c lu d e  the  
sanctity and supremacy o f  the 
w ritten  constitu tion  w hich 
c a n n o t be u n ila te ra l ly  
am en d ed  by any  leve l o f  
g o v ern m e n t and  the n o n ­
subordination o f  one level o f  
government to the other,” the 
docum ent stated.

It w as s ig n e d  by  D r. 
Jibrin Ibrahim and Mr. Otive 
Ig b u z o r , c o n v e n e r  and 
s e c re ta ry  o f  th e  fo rum  
respectively.

It also listed the direct 
re la tio n s h ip  b e tw e e n  a ll 
lev e ls  o f  go v ern m en t and 
c i tiz e n s , as w e ll as the 
independence o f  the judiciary 
and relative fiscal autonomy, 
as o th e r  b a s ic  s ta n d a rd s  
re q u ire d  by  th e  fed e ra l 
system.

It recommended a return 
to the 1979 constitu tion  as 
regards the appointm ent o f  
chief judges and High Court 
judges o f  the states.

S ta te  g o v e rn o rs , the 
docum ent stated, should be 
a llo w e d  to  a p p o in t c h ie f  
judges o f the respective states 
after clearance by the states’ 
Houses o f  Assembly and the 
s ta te  Ju d ic ia l S erv ice  
Committee.

T he fo ru m , w h ich  
p la n n e d  to  em b ark  on 
g rassroo ts m ob ilisa tion  o f  
Nigerians to contribute to the 
m a k in g  o f  th e  new  
constitution, further sought 
th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f  f isc a l 
fe d e ra lism  to  en ab le  
federating units to control 50 
percent o f  their resources.

It argued that under the 
proposed fiscal federalism , 
states should assume control

President Obasanjo
o f  n a tu ra l re so u rc e s  and 
income from their respective 
areas, while they paid taxes 
to the federation account.

The c o a litio n  o f  c iv il 
soc ie ty  o rgan iza tions also 
rec o m m en d e d  sw ee p in g

National Frontiers splits Afenifere

There may be a sharp di­
v is io n  am o n g  the 
Yoruba socio- cultural 

group , Afenifere, over the 
purported attendance o f  some 
o f  its members at a political 
m eeting  w ith  the N ational 
Frontiers as a top notcher o f  
th e  g ro u p , S e n a to r  A yo 
Fasanmi insists that Afenifere 
did not give any o f  its m em ­
bers m andate to attend the 
meeting.

Senator Fasanmi, who is 
the national Vice Chairman 
o f  the Alliance for Democ­
racy (AD) South-W est, told 
this reporter in Ibadan that 
those that attended the said 
m eeting were there to repre­
sent themselves, as they were 
not given any mandate by the 
Afenifere.

The A fenifere chieftain 
claimed that he was at the last 
m e e tin g  o f  A fen ifere  and 
nothing concerning its repre­
sentation by anybody at the 
N ational Frontiers m eeting 
was discussed.

“I was at the last meeting 
o f  Afenifere and I can declare 
that we did not m ention or 
discuss anything like that, I 
ju s t  re a d  S e n a to r  F em i 
O kunroum u’s com m ents in 
th e  p ap e rs  lik e  y o u ,” he 
added.

Stressing further on the 
c la im s  o f  m e m b ers  o f  
A fenifere that they w ere at 
the meeting ofNational Fron­
t ie rs  on  th e  o rd e rs  o f

A fenifere, Senator Fasanm i 
m aintained that he did not 
know who mandated them.

“Honestly, I don’t know 
where they got their mandate 
fro m , b u t I kn o w  w e 
(Afenifere) did not mandate 
them to represent us at that 
m eeting” .

He however said that the 
issue would be up for discus­
sio n  du rin g  the  A fenifere  
m eeting  scheduled  for the 
country-hom e o f  its chair­
m an , C h ie f  A b rah am  
Adesanya, on Thursday.

It would be recalled that 
som e top  m e m b ers  o f  
A fenifere including Senator 
F em i O k u n ro u m u , A yo 
O p ad o k u n , S e c re ta ry  o f  
Afenifere and Mr. Oladipo K. 
Olaitan o f  the House o f  Rep­
re se n ta tiv es , a tten d ed  the 
m eeting  o f  a new  political 
association, National Fron­
tiers, in Abuja last week.

This move, many people 
believed, was an attempt by 
the Afenifere to dump the AD 
for another po litica l party. 
Okunrounmu and Opadokun, 
however, affirmed that they 
attended the m eeting at the 
in s tan c e  o f  the  A fen ifere  
group which was invited by 
the National Frontiers.

B ut Fasanm i, a second 
republic Senator, m aintained 
that the situation would not 
cause  any p ro b lem  to the 
group, as the leadership o f  
Afenifere w ould handle the 
issue maturely.

re fo rm s  in  th e  n a t io n ’s 
political process to encourage 
the m ajority  o f  citizens to 
p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e ir  ow n 
affairs.

It specifically sought the 
review o f  the powers o f  the 
In d e p e n d e n t N a tio n a l 
E le c to ra l C o m m iss io n  
(INEC) to be lim ited to the 
reg is tra tio n  o f  on ly  party  
manifestos, constitutions and 
the names o f  members, which 
should reflect gender balance.

“ T he c o m p o s itio n , 
function  and the pow er o f  
states’ independent electoral 
commissions in section 197 
an d  p a r t 2 o f  th e  th ird  
schedule, should be amended 
so that it will be similar to that 
o f  the INEC,” it stated.

T he forum  also  m ade 
observations on the provision 
o f  section  55 o f  the 1999 
constitution w hich allow ed 
the use o f  Igbo, Yoruba and 
H au sa  la n g u ag e s  in the 
National Assembly.

“ T he n ew  p ro v is io n  
should be that the business o f  
the National Assembly shall 
be conducted in English and 
in  any N ig e ria n  language 
when adequate arrangements 
have been made,” it declared.

The forum, which faulted 
the h isto ry  o f  constitu tion  
making in the country, stated 
that the appointment o f  “wise 
m en” to write the law, was 
not proper.

“The forum argues that 
th e  c o n s titu t io n  rev ie w  
process in Nigeria should be 
guided by the principles o f  
inclusivity, diversity, partici­
pation, transparency, autono­
my, accountability and legiti­
macy,” it stated.

he chairmen o f  all the 
lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t 
co u n c ils  in  N ig e r ia  

have resolved to protest to the 
federal governm ent against 
the continuous deduction o f 
the primary education funds 
from their federal allocations.

The federal governm ent 
deducts, at source from  the 
statutory allocations o f  the 
local councils, the financial 
o b liga tions o f  the council 
w h ich  is b e in g  u se d  in  
funding primary education in 
the country.

But in an interview with 
jo u r n a l is ts  in Y o la , the 
ch a irm a n  o f  Y o la  N o rth  
Local G overnm ent A rea o f  
Adamawa State, Alhaji Aliyu 
M ohammed Attah, said that 
“all the chairmen o f  the 774 
local government areas in the 
c o u n try  have re so lv e d  to  
protest” against such practice.

He said the chairm en had 
d iscovered  tha t they  w ere 
being overcharged through 
such practice, which, he said, 
had negative consequences 
on the running o f  the local 
councils.

“ T he m o n ey  b e in g  
deducted from our allocation 
was too much. It is over and 
above what is being spent on 
primary education. It is really 
affecting us negatively,” the 
chairman complained.

He pointed out that out o f  
h is  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t 
council’s allocation alone, the 
federal governm ent deducts 
an average o f  N10 m illion 
(ten m illion naira) m onthly 
for prim ary education which, 
he said, was far beyond what 
is being  spent on p rim ary  
education in the area.

Alhaji A ttah said that his 
c o lle a g u e s  in  o th e r  loca l 
governm ent councils have 
sim ilar problem s, hence their 
decision to unite and confront 
the situation with a view to

LG chairmen protest 
deductions from 

federal allocations
From Abdullahi Tasiu  

Abubakar, Yola
resolving it.

“W e have formed a com ­
mittee to investigate the issue; 
and we are taking our case to 
the federal government,” he 
said.

On the activ ities o f  his 
c o u n c il , the  ch a irm a n  
disclosed that the council had 
embarked on various projects 
to  p ro v id e  p o tab le  w ater, 
e le c tric ity , ed u c a tio n  and 
h ea lth care  se rv ices  in  the 
area.

He said the council had so 
far provided 12 boreholes, 
renovated many schools, built 
and renovated some clinics 
and is providing electricity to 
Bachure village in the area.

A lh a ji A tta h  also  
disclosed that the council i ' 
building a large lodge in the 
state capital, Yola, at the cost 
o f  about N32 million.

B ut the p ro jec t, D ailv  
Trust learnt, has brought the 
council into confron tation  
w ith the sta te governm ent 
w h ich  sh o w s som e 
d is s a tis fa c tio n  o v er the 
location o f  the lodge.

The chairman confirmed 
that the state urban planning 
board had already issued j  
le tte r  to  th e  co u n c il, 
com plaining that the lodge 
had no authorized building 
plan.

This and other problem-, 
he said, made it more difficult 
to run a m etropolitan local 
government council.

r e s id e n t O lu se g u n  
O b asan jo  y es te rd ay  
an n o u n c e d  th a t the 

much-awaited Ajaokuta Steel 
Com plex will soon be com ­
m issioned  to fac ilita te  the 
provision o f  rail tracks and 
other implements needed by 
other sectors o f  the economy.

The presiden t, w ho an­
nounced this when a delega­
tion o f  Kogi traditional rulers 
led by the sta te governor, 
Prince Abubakar Audu paid 
him  a visit at State House, 
Abuja, said his recent visit to 
the state was to assess the 
progress o f  w ork in the steel 
complex.

W hile reaffirming gover- 
n m e n t’s co m m itm e n t to  
tra n s fo rm  th e  eco n o m y , 
President Obasanjo said this 
cannot be achieved without 
peace and stability. The Kogi 
people have, despite their di-

FG unfolds plan for Ajaokuta complex

P By Suleiman Mohammed

Minister warns pilgrims against absconding
^he M inister o f  State for O lum ilua (Chairm an). Rev, Ize-Iyamu, Mrs J.I. EnekebeT \

\
Foreign Affairs, C hief 
D ubem  O n y ia , has 

called on the Christian Pil­
grim s Com m ittee to ensure 
that no pilgrim  to the Holy 
Land absconds this year.

The m inister, who gave 
this charge while inaugurat­
ing the com mittee in Abuja 
com mended the board for the 
red u c tio n  in  d ese rtio n  re ­
corded during last year’s p il­
grimage.

“I urge your committee to 
w ork  h a rd e r  fo r the to ta l 
elimination o f  the ugly inci­
dence o f  abscondment. In this 
way, the granting o f  the pil­
grim s group visa by the Is­
raeli authorities w ill be made 
easier,” he counselled.

C hief Onyia advised the 
com m ittee to w ork towards 
early take o ff  o f  this year’s 
pilgrim age, adding that the 
governm ent w ould provide 
adequate resources to facili­
tate the com m ittee’s work.

He, however, restated that 
th e  F e d e ra l G o v e rn m e n t 
would from next year scale 
down the level o f  its involve­
ment in M uslims and Chris­
tian pilgrim ages, and limit it­
se lf to consular services.

M embers o f  the 16-mem­
ber com m ittee approved by 
President Olusegun Obasanjo 
include: Evangelist Bamidele

Fr. D aniel Agber, Barrister 
Jo shua  B arau , M r. A m adi 
Obiora and C hief Raymond 
Ekwunife.

O th e rs  a re : E n g in e e r  
Joshua B ob-M anuel, C h ief 
A. A. Aina, Mr. Godie Ikechi, 
C hief Gabriel Aduku, Prince 
Okani, and Mr. Douglas Aji.

The rest are: C hief Kemi 
Ja iyeoba, B arrister O sagie

o f  the Foreign Affairs as Sec­
retary to the committee.

The function o f  the com ­
m itte e , a c c o rd in g  to  the 
M in s te r  o f  S ta te , in c lu d e  
o rgan ising  2001 C hristian  
Pilgrimage to the Holy land 
and lia ising w ith reputable 
airlines for smooth airlifting 
o f  the pilgrim s to and from 
the Holy Land.

versity, shown unity and har­
mony.

He then charged the tra­
ditional rulers to play positi\ e 
ro les in m aintain ing peace 
and unity in the country add­
ing that governm ent would 
do everything possible to im­
prove their lot.

President O basanjo d is­
closed that during his visit to 
Russia recently, the Ajaokuta 
complex was on the agenda, 
and assured that the outcome 
o f  his visits would manifest 
into reality before the end o f 
his tenure.

W hile com m ending the 
state government for improv­
in g  the  s ta te , P re s id en t 
Obasanjo described Lokoja. 
the state capital as unique, 
being the only city where the 
Niger and Benue Rivers meet.

Earlier, Governor Abuba­
kar Audu had said the visit 
w as to  th a n k  P re s id en t 
Obasanjo for his recent state 
visit to Kogi and follow-up on 
promises made by the Presi­
dent.

T he A ttah  Ig a la  and 
Chairman, Kogi State Coun­
cil o f  T ra d itio n a l R u lers, 
A lhaji A liyu  O baje , com ­
mended the President and as­
sured him o f the support and 
lo y a lty  o f  K og i p eo p le  
throughout the country.

The Attah Igala, Alhaji Aliyu Obaje, the Kogi State governor, Alhaji Abubakar Audu, with 
President Olusegun Obasanjo and Chief Kolawole Jamodu, Minister o f  Industry, during 
their courtesy call at State House, A bu ja... yesterday. Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.
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E D I T O R I A L
Globalisation: A dirge 

to local industry

A t a recent m eeting w ith  P resid en t O lusegun  
Obasanjo in Abuja, the Nigerian Association of 
Cham bers of Commerce, M ines and Agriculture 

alerted the federal governm ent on the plight o f the indus­
trial sector. Led by its President, Alhaji Shehu Umaru 
Ndanusa, the association cautioned on the imminent danger, 
which a “full-throttle trade liberalisation” meant to local 
industries.

Indeed, since the late-1980s the private sector has con­
sistently cried out over the fact that, “the full-throttle 
liberalisation policy has made our economy vulnerable and 
porous to importation of goods that could otherwise be pro­
duced locally.”

Recently the Nigerian Tailoring, Textiles and Garment 
Workers Union (NTTGWU) pointed out that because of the 
free for all importation and dumping of cheap textile materi­
als from the Asian countries, over 150 textile industries 
have closed down. Speaking through its secretary-general, 
Com rade Issa Aremu, the union said it is only a matter of 
time for the few remaining to fold up. The union which car­
ried its crusade to the National Assembly recently, said the 
full-fledged trade liberalisation of the economy sounded the 
death knell for the sector. They pointed out that Nigerian 
jobs are being taken away and given to textile workers in 
Asia and urged the federal legislators to take steps to re­
dress the situation.

The same refrain could be heard from the agro-process- 
ing sector where the indiscriminate importation of numer­
ous canned foods is threatening local food production and 
processing sector. Today canned beans, potato, rice, fruits 
and numerous other items could be found in our markets 
and department stores while those locally produced rot away 
in warehouses simply because those imported are cheaper 
than their local version. The story is the sam e with toilet­
ries, electronics, chem icals and engineering.

The devastating effects o f dumping in the name of trade 
liberalisation make it imperative for the government to take 
some drastic steps to check the trend. In this respect, we 
identify with the call on the government by the private sector 
for the creation of an anti-dum ping com mission with ad­
equate representation from the organised private sector.

At a recent interactive session betw een the House of Rep­
resentative Committee on Finance and the M inistry o f Fi­
nance and CBN, participants identified low productivity as 
the reason for the drab performance o f the economy. They 
also fingered inadequate infrastructures such as electric­
ity, com m unications, and transportation among others as 
the cause o f this uncompetitive production costs in Nigeria. 
By excessive reliance on imported goods, our economy is 
unwittingly sustaining jobs in those countries where such 
goods are imported while we continue to grapple with the 
scourge o f unemployment. In fact a conscious effort to sup­
port local industries would go a long way in alleviating pov­
erty than the Federal Government’s pet Poverty Alleviation 
Programme (PAP) and its successor, the Youth Employment 
Scheme (YES) could do.

We note with concern the lack of a coordinated policy 
towards making thriving industries a source of employment 
by the present administration. For instance the economic 
blueprint of the Obasanjo administration, Nigerian Economic 
Policy (1999 -  2003), does not appear to emphasise indus­
trial production as the thrust of its job creation strategy, 
Although it says the economy would be private sector driv en, 
paragraph 15, under “Employment,” only said; “to promote 
the goal of full employment and address the critical concern 
of youth employment, government will support the activities 
of the National Directorate of Employment (NDE) and Macro 
Credit Institutions while concerted efforts will be made to 
encourage and promote self-employment”. To this strategy, 
we believe, should be added job creation through small and 
medium scale industries.

Finally, it will run counter to the grain of economic policy 
to canvass outright prohibition o f goods that compete 
favourably with local ones but there is a measure o f protec­
tion that local industries, where we are at a comparative 
disadvantage, should be given. Even within the framework of 
world globalisation there is room for a period of grace within 
which to allow sectors where we are lagging behind to catch 
up.

T his is because in the  final analysis even w ithin the 
fram ew ork  of globalisation every country  will still carry7 its 
own flag and b ear its own peculiar problem s.

I see that my piece on “Resource Control: the greed factor" on 
these pages two weeks ago has provoked the anger of Midebo 
Bayagbon who writes for the Vanguard. Writing in the April 18 

edition of the paper, Bayagbon. whom I suspect is from the oil 
producing Delta region, gave me the verbal lashing of my life. Not 
since Reuben Abati, The Guardian s wordsmith said 1 am a rude 
person and an intellectual of the Jihad for defending Sharia, have I 
been so tongue-lashed.

“Reading that crafty piece by Alhaji Mohammed Haruna, one 
of the few northern elites who has had something like a respectable 
career to his name”, Bayagbon said of my article “1 was greatly 
saddened that one of those I used to have some measure of respect 
for in journalism, could be so trite, so insincere, so manipulative 
and so greedy.” My article, he further argued, showed I was merely 
trying to please some core northern elites whose stock-in-trade is 
to loot the treasury, buy flashy cars, build mansions in Abuja, 
Kaduna or Kano and export the bulk of their loot abroad. Bayagbon 
felt so strongly about my article that he captioned his rejoinder, 
“Mohammed Haruna and greedy northerners”.

In spite of their harshness, however, you get the feel of the 
depth of Bayagbon’s animosity against the so-called core northern 
elite, not in those words but in an earlier paragraph. He says in that 
paragraph that when Chinua Achebe wrote once-upon-a-time, that 
the problem with Nigeria was that of its leadership, the famous 
novelist was merely being nice. Achebe, Bayagbon says, “might 
well have written that the problem with Nigeria is the problem of 
the northern elite’s: indolent, greedy and parasitic”.

What did I say to provoke such strong diatribe against myself 
and fellow northerners? For those who may have missed my piece, 
all I said was that the primary motivation for both sides to the 
debate for control over oil is greed rather than the well-being of the 
majority poor Nigerians.

Bayagbon is angry that I should call those demanding for re­
source control greedy. With people from the oil-rich Delta region 
suffering from all these years of terrible neglect when they see oil 
wealth being used to develop Lagos, Abuja and elsewhere, it is 
understandable that any Delta indigene will be angry at being called 
greedy for demanding full control of what is underneath his soil.

Such anger, however, is not an excuse for Bayagbon’s emo­
tional outburst. Before I address his blind and somewhat unhelpful 
anger, however, let me take you back to another piece by another 
critic of mine on another topic altogether. This is the piece on The 
New Nigerian. Turi and I (January 24). The piece was a review of 
sorts of the book by Malam Turi Muhammadu, a former editor and 
managing director of the New Nigerian, on the first 20 years of the 
paper. It was also a bit of the story of the critical role the paper had 
played in my journalism career. Abu’s rejoinder was carried by the 
Daily Trust of February 28.

Abu, whom I suspect was a ghost-writer, took very strong 
exception to my suggestion that the decline of the New Nigerian 
started in 1979 when Alhaji Tukur Othman took over the paper as 
managing director and meekly submitted to the federal government’s 
interference with its editorial policies. Abu argued that I, as manag­
ing director from 1985 to 1989, was solely responsible for killing 
the paper out of my inexperience. He also made innuendos of finan­
cial improprieties on my part as one of the reasons for the decline 
of the paper and the collapse of my own magazine, the Citizen. He 
even insinuated, for good measure, that I killed the Peoples Bank of 
Nigeria on whose board I was!

My suspicion that Abu ghost-wrote the piece was because it 
mirrored the views of some insiders in the affairs of the New Nige­
rian who have never been happy with my career path in the paper. 
Some of them had the courage to say so publicly and of course, I 
had responded to their views as I robustly as I could, a response 
which led some of them to call for a truce. Apparently, they misun­
derstood my article as calling off the truce and so they decided to 
rejoin issues with me. This time, however, they seem to lack the 
courage to use their own names.

I have two other reasons to suspect Abu is a ghost. First, he 
gave the editors of Daily Trust a non-existent address as his. My 
own search in Kawo, Kaduna and enquiries from long time resi­
dents of the neighbourhood revealed that there is no Lemu Road 
there. Second, Abu tried to hide the facts with a pretence to having 
an inside knowledge of how I became managing director. The first 
distortion was that I became managing director at 29. The fact was 
that I was 35, which was not so youthful, considering General 
Yakubu Gowon became Head of State at 32 and long before him, 
people like Chief Mathew Mbu and Alhaji Maitama Sule became 
Federal Ministers at well below 30.

The second distortion, which actually is a bare-faced lie, was 
that I lobbied to become Federal Minister of Information. The truth 
was the exact opposite; 1 lobbied - if  that was the word - NOT to 
become minister. At the time in question, rumours of possible can­
didates for the job, including mine, were flying around. At that time 
1 was already managing the New Nigerian and I thought I wasn’t 
making a good job of it, not from the professional side, but rather, 
from the management side as I was having problems keeping up a 
respectable circulation figure in the market and paying salaries as at 
when due. This was mainly because the owners were not giving me 
the usual grants.

When 1 heard rumours of my possible appointment as minis­
ter, I quickly ran to President Ibrahim Babangida then on a holiday 
break in Minna, and reminded him that our deal on being appointed 
managing director was that the paper would be sufficiently funded. 
Instead, I was hearing these rumours of being moved over as minis­
ter of information because the paper had not been sufficiently sup­
portive of the government. As I remember it, Babangida asked me 
where I heard the rumour from and I said it was all over the place. 
He dismissed it and subsequently approved a grant of N2,000,000 
for the paper, a sum which barely scratched the surface of its 
financial problems. Even then I got only half of it before I finally 
got the boot in February 1989.

On this issue, I thought it was instructive that when much later 
on I visited the late Col. U. K. Bello - Babangida’s ADC and a

childhood friend - in his Dodan Barracks office, and the issue came 
up, he riled at me in Hausa as someone who will die a pauper, not 
because he thought public office was for taking personal advantage 
- he didn't - but because he thought I was too scared of its challenges 
to gain anything from its benefits.

To return to our angry friend Bayagbon: obviously, he holds a 
view which is widely shared among southerners - their elite and 
commoners alike - that Northerners are simply spongers on the 
national economy. There are, o f course, a few exceptions to this 
view. One such prominent exception was the late Ken Saro- Wiwa.

In 1990, Ken told the Daily Times in an interview that as far as 
he was concerned, the Yoruba, and not the much-maligned Hausa- 
Fulani, have gained most from Nigeria’s petrodollars. Predictably 
many Yorubas came down on him like tonnes of bricks. One respon­
dent called Ken a coward and a disappointment and said he would 
stop reading his popular column, Stmilia, in the Sunday Times. An­
other, who was rather personal, said Ken was merely compensating 
for his short stature by developing a huge ego. Yet another, who was 
even more personal, sought to remind Ken that the Ogonis were 
cannibals, once-upon-a-time! And so on and so forth.

Far from being cowed by these reactions, Ken chose to re-affirm 
his position in his Sunday Times column on August 12 ,1990. Under 
the title “Yorubaphobia”, he insisted that “Yes, indeed the Yoruba 
have been the main beneficiaries of the petrodollars of the Niger- 
Delta and environs. The loss of the Qgoni, ljaw, Urhobo. Isoko. 
Ekpeye, Ogba, Jkwerre, Ibioro and Igbo has been the profit o f the 
Yoruba.”

In his inimitable plain speaking and simple diction, he sought to 
dismiss all accusations that he was a: Yorubaphobe for merely stat­
ing that the Yorubas have benefited most from Nigeria’s oil. He said 
he admired the Yoruba for their contribution to Nigeria just as he 
was critical of them for their negative qualities.

“The problem . . .” he argued, “is not whether pipelines are 
going from Ogoni to Akure, Ibadan and Lagos. They do. Metaphori­
cally, if not in reality. Nor is it whether the Yoruba have got as much 
or more than the Hausa-Fulani. It is whether. . .  the Yoruba can take 
all of us along the path of Nigeria that is fair to all ethnic groups, that 
Nigeria envisioned by the great African visionary and intellectual, 
Awolowo. For to whom much is given, much is expected

Ken, as I said, was an exception among Southerners. Most South­
ern writers tend to agree with Bayagbon that Northerners are mostly, 
if not solely, to blame for the ills of this country. For example, 
writing in The Comet of February II, Sina Odugbemi, one of its 
foremost columnists, said “Many, if not most of the radical propos­
als for restructuring the federation are a reaction to domination by 
the core north. People have been provoked and badly scared.”

However, widespread as Bayagbon’s and Odugbemi’s views are 
in the South, they, as well as Ken, are wrong. Dead wrong. The so 
called core North or even the wider North is no more responsible for 
the ills of this country than any other section or tribe. The problem 
with the ethnic perspective to the country’s problems is that it 
distorts, or even ignores, the true class nature of the marginalisation 
of the vast majority of N igerians whose lives have never been touched 
by oil money. In this regards, the most accurate insight into the issue 
was by one Sola Oke in reaction to Ken’s “Yorubaphobia”. Oke said 
among other things, that “The vast majority of Hausa-Fulani, the 
Igbo, the Yoruba, the Birom, the Efik, the Urhobo, name it, Sir Kay, 
are the true majority. It is you and I and the rest of the privileged 
class that are minority by virtue of cornering the bulk of the national 
wealth and prospects.”

This “pampered” minority, he emphasised existed in all ethnic 
groups and other Nigerians were virtually their prisoners. It was 
true, he said, that the Yoruba controlled the higher percentage of the 
privileged class than the Ogoni and the ljaw, and presumably the |  
other ethnic groups. Even then, he argued, reversing the percentages I 
of the ethnic members of this class is not the solution to Nigeria’s * 
problems.

The real war, writers like Bayagbon and Odugbemi must aceepf 
is, as Oke concluded, not between the Yoruba and the Hausa-Ful? 
and the Igbo and the other ethnic minorities - North or South. 1: 
real war is between the real majority impoverished Nigerians ana . 
“the selfish and insensitive minority” to use Oke’s word. This class 
paradoxically includes columnists like Bayagbon, Odugbemi and 
myself. It is the greed of this class that I talked about when I wrote 
the piece that enraged Bayagbon so much, he apparently believed 
the best way to respond was to call me and all other Northerners 
every nasty name he could dredge up from his dictionary

Whither Daily Trust in 
Hadejia

LETTER OF THE DAY

Please allow me a space 
in your w idely  read 
newspaper to express 
our problem on Daily Trust 

in  H adejia. The supply  o f  
Daily Trust to Hadejia comes 
late, why? We Hadejians are 
among the most ardent Daily 
Trust readers but we have to 
wait until the next day to read 
today’s edition while other 
dailies are current. W hat I 
mean here is that the Monday 
paper will not reach here until 
Tuesda^^and^also^uesda^

is  is s u e  on W ednesday , 
why? We asked our vendor 
what the problem was but he 
too  co u ld  n o t p ro v id e  a 
convincing answer.

Finally we hope that from 
now  th is problem  will be 
solved in Hadejia. We thank 
you on your hard work. May 
Allah bless us all.

Ubau M oham m ed  
Yahaya T.Y., U nguwar 
M alam  M aidu. H adejia  
lo ca l govern m en t area.

'J igaw ajita tc^ ^ ^ ^ ^ '^ ^ ^
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Africa: A call for peace Stalking General Abdulsalami Abubakar s
Emmanuel Onwubiko

Professor Festus Okafor, a highly respected scholar and 
philosopher at the University o f  Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu 
State, made w hat is w idely regarded as the m ost beau­

tiful philosophical com m entary on Africa.
He made this highly inform ative, educative, and philo­

sophical rem arks in his w idely acclaim ed book titled: “A f­
rica at the Cross Roads.” He w rote as follows:- “Perhaps the 
m ost fascinating not only because o f  its potential, but be­
cause o f  a com bination o f  other factors. It is the only conti­
nent that has been the proper abode for both the black and 
w hite race even from  the pre-historic times. D id the Egyp­
tians Kingdom  not exist at the tim e o f  the Patriarchs? (Egypt 
is white). W as the Ethiopian Empire not m entioned by the 
Psalm ist a thousand years before Christ? (Ethiopia is black).” 

G eographically, Africa is the m ost balanced o f  all conti­
nents o f  the world. It has the Equator dividing it alm ost into 
two equal parts and the latitudinal line o f  the tropic o f  C an­
cer and Capricorn running across it’s Northern and Southern 
land-m asses respectively.

The geographical balance is underscored by the presence 
o f  the Sahara desert in the North, and the K alahari desert in 
the South. The land mass o f  the continent itself is shaped 
like an am azing question mark.

Although, one o f  the w orld’s biggest continents and one 
o f  the m ost blest, A frica lay hidden in som nolence and isola­
tion both during pre-historic tim es and after it.

Today, Africa has refused to let her star loom with greater 
brilliance across the w orld’s horizon. W hat w e see today in 
Africa is mass hunger, poverty, political instability, economic 
depression, corruption, unem ploym ent, social unrests, exter­
nal debts burden, organized crime, religious warfare and civil 
unrests.

Today, Africa has assum ed the status o f  the ‘S laughter 
H ouse’ o f  the hum an race by brutal hum an beings.

Today, the horn o f  Africa com prising o f  Ethiopia, Eritrea, 
Somalia, and Djibouti are aflam e w ith anarchy and social 
chaos. For close to two decade since President Siade Barre 
was rem oved, Som alia has never had an organized govern­
ment. Soipalia is currently ruled by heartless warlords.

The W est African sub-region is not spared o f  this ongo­
ing massive inhumanity to man. Liberia, (with the recent rebel 
incursion allegedly from Guinea), Sierra Leone, Chad, N iger 
Republic (with the Tuareg rebels), Senegal (Cassam ance re­
gion), and some other countries are currently engaged in se­
rious civil warfare. The killing o f  the N igerian dictator, Gen 
Bare M ainassara, by his body guards, dem onstrates the high 
level o f  political instability in the W est A frica sub-region.

There are w idespread hum an rights violations in the East 
African countries o f  Zam bia, Uganda, and Zimbabwe. The 
lord’s resistance arm y are w aging a brutal rebellion to un­
seat President Yoweiri M useiveini o f  Uganda, who inciden­
tally won a fraudulent Presidential election by a landside vic­
tory early this year.

The North A frican sub-region is now  a ‘hot bed ’ o f  reli­
gion-m otivated wars. A lgeria, Egypt and Sudan are good ex­
am ples o f  where millions o f  lives have been wasted in sev­
eral religion-m otivated violent crises.

Some central A frican countries o f  Rwanda, Burundi and 
C ongo-K inshasha have w itnessed the bloodiest pogrom s 
since the end o f  the W orld W ar II. The genocidal killing that 
took place in Rwanda in 1994 is the w orst incidence o f  mass 
k illing in history. The Tutsis and H utus o f  R w anda afld 
Burundi have not yet know n peace. The Congo dem ocratic 
republic has assum ed the status o f  the w orld’s theatre o f  frat­
ricidal warfare.

The current ongoing warfare in virtually all regions o f  
the beautiful black continent also contradicts the long-tested 
and tim e-honored assessm ent o f  the traditional Africans by 
m ost scholars.

The traditional Africans in the assessm ent o f  Professor 
Festus Okafor, m ore than any people o f  the human race, had 
never known any com partm entalization o f  the m etaphysi­
cal. A m ong them there has always existed a pervasive sense 
o f  ultimacy. For them , the world, and the universe for that 
m atter, are ruled not by blind forces, but by divine Being- 
even i f  he be like the unknow n God o f  the Greeks.

The present state o f  political and social degeneration, dis­
order, anarchy and chaos in our beautiful ̂ continent are at­
tributable to the neglect o f  A frica’s fundam ental cultural 
values, by most contem porary Africans.

These cultural values em bodies the following natural-te- 
nets: kindness to each other, brotherhood, fraternal respect, 
respect for elders, respect to the sanctity, sacredness and sac­
rosanct o f  the hum an life.

Contem porary Africans are now  pursuing cosm etic and 
tem porary goals like political power, wealth at all cost and 
other selfish motives. It is the insatiable quest to accum ulate 
all these selfish ends that gave rise to the current state o f  
unrest in our once calm ed and peaceful African continent.

The ongoing wars in m ost segments o f  the African conti­
nent have destroyed the econom ic fabric o f  these nations and 
devoured the enormous financial and human resources needed 
for the education, feeding and housing o f  our indigent citi­
zenry.

W ars and civil conflicts have caused trem endous setbacks 
to the consolidation process 9f  A frican countries and have 
devastated the network o f  mutual solidarity am ong com m u­
nities.

This w riter hereby call on all A fricans to re-discover, 
internalise and externalise the attributes o f  love and peace. 
The discovery o f  love and peace is the surest way to attain 
greatness.

Emmanual Onwubiko, wrote in from  Wuse-Abuja.

So, Okey N dibe is out 
raged (see The Guard 
ian, March 29,2001 and 

April 5, 2001). H is fuming 
g rouse  is w ith  G enera l 
Abdulsalami Abubakar, who 
had dared to commit two capi­
tal “crimes” : firstly, to be wor­
thy o f honour and honoured by 
the Chicago State University, 
and secondly, to accept the 
honour and showing apprecia­
tion as well as sharing in the 
university’s com m itm ent to 
certain cherished ideals, by 
giving some financial support 
to the institution. There may be 
(may? There is) also a third 
crime the General committed, 
according to Ndibe’s contume­
lious write-up: he played the 
role o f our Head o f State which 
destiny thrust upon him.

With a hatchet m an’s zeal 
and sense o f mission, Ndibe, 
with a knifing sarcasm, posited 
that the General’s loyalty was 
not solely to the uniform but 
to the blandishments o f  public 
office. He was, therefore, not 
a professional soldier. Ndibe 
even believes that the circum­
stance o f the General’s ascen­
sion to pow er after General 
Abacha’s death were all fairy 
tales. Furthermore, Ndibe tried 
to show that General Abubakar 
was not an intellectual.

To co m p le te  the ro u t, 
Ndibe felt it necessary to throw 
his venomous scalpel at the 
h o n o u r and rep u te  o f  the 
G en e ra l’s fam ily . He d is ­
missed the General’s marriage 
to “a ju rist o f  considerable 
reputation” with aspersions to 
reduce the General to a spite­
ful ordinariness. Ndibe’s allu­
sion to “all the traders these 
days who are able to marry 
University graduates...” in or­
der to trivialise Justice Fati L. 
Abubakar’s matrimony with 
the General equally disparages 
our traders who toil day and 
night to earn their living and 
sustain our economy.

General Abubakar, to the

|Sadeeq Ben Hassan ]
best o f  my knowledge never 
waved the flag o f  intellectual- 
ism or that o f  a wife who is a 
jurist o f  (and quite truly) con­
siderable reputation to either 
become the Head o f  State af­
ter General Abacha’s demise 
or to be decorated. If  he waved 
any flag at all, it was that o f  an 
u n assu m in g  n o b ility  and 
.humble simplicity to a fault, 
while remaining a soldier who 
had the intelligence to read the 
mood o f his nation, and had the 
guts to stand by (against many 
odds) w hat the dem ocratic 
yearning o f  the people de­
manded o f  him.

No doubt, the N igerian  
military had been through a pe- 
riod  o f  u n h ea lth y  
politicisation, which dim in­
ished its professionalism and 
fighting efficiency. But that is 
an affliction o f an entire sys­
tem, not that o f  an individual. 
General Abubakar up till the 
time he became the Head o f 
State had only held military 
positions. And recently, one o f 
U.S. A ’s military staff colleges 
inducted G eneral A bubakar 
in to  its  H all o f  F am e, an 
honour given purely on mili­
tary considerations, not his 
being once a Head o f  State. 
How more professional could 
a soldier get in order for Ndibe 
not to besmirch him?

Chief Abraham Adesanya, 
the veteran politician and one 
o f those in the forefront knew 
it was only God who removed 
Abacha. And when General 
Abubakar distanced him self 
from Abacha’s ambitions, he 
(Chief Adesanya) appreciated. 
Yet Ndibe has the condescen­
sion to insu lt the C h ie f as 
naive. Governor Segun Osoba, 
P ro fesso r A li M azru i and 
many other reputable and in­
telligent people did not escape 
the indictment and opprobri­
ous assault o f  Ndibe. Their 
crime is to have dared to ap­

p la u d  G enera l A bubakar 
standing with him in Chicago 
for the CSU honour, which rev 
ognized the fulfillment o f a 
humble undertaking to rcturr' 
Nigeria to democratic rule on 
May 29, 1999.

Ndibe tried to resurrect the 
ghost o f June 12 and exhume 
Chief M.K.O. Abiola (may his 
soul rest in peace in Allah's 
mercies and forgiveness) for 
attention and credibility for his 
h atche t m an’s assignm ent 
Otherwise how could he say 
that the release o f  M .K.O. 
Abiola was not the top moral 
priority o f  General Abubakar? 
Or that the General “elected 
not to do the right thing” by 
releasing Abiola, who subse­
quently died in detention. How 
could Ndibe possibly attest to 
the veracity o f  his assertions? 
Did he think top Com m on­
w ealth  o ffic ia ls  like C h ief 
Anyaoku, British diplomats, 
and above all U.S. top diplo­
m ats, w ho v is ited  G eneral 
Abubakar in Abuja during the 
early days o f his administration 
and cam e out extolling  the 
General, did so because he told 
them  he w ould not release 
Abiola?

I believe that Ndibe knows 
that the Americans in particu­
lar, given their commitment to 
dem ocracy w ould not have 
kept their warm disposition 
towards the General if they had 
any iota o f  evidence to suggest 
that that Abiola died in “con­
troversial circumstances.”

W hile m ost people who 
ever met the General as the 
Head o f State described him as 
self-effacing, Ndibe with deri­
sion called  him  “se lf-co n ­
ceited.” This is because, ac­
cording to Ndibe, the General 
did “dictate w hich national 
honour was done h im ... and 
gave himself and IBB the high­
est possible decoration.” It was 
o f  co u rse  tru e  th a t the 
General’s name appeared on 
the national honours list while

done I 
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Sadeeq Ben i 
at 43 Road, D -ctm * 
A baba crescent. 
District, Abuja.

Jolly  N y a m e  an d  the Z in g  skirm is
There appears to  be a 

frenzied excitement by 
a section o f  the Press 
over some political issues in 

Taraba State. Such media have 
been churning out numerous 
hearsay  and outright fa lse­
hoods in the name o f  news or 
investigative reports based on 
information supplied by des­
perate “opposition groups” in 
T a rab a  S ta te . T he rec en t 
"Tazarce ” protest in Zing Lo­
ca l G overnm ent p resen ted  
even a better opportunity for 
more imaginary news, alleg­
ing the supposed rejection o f 
Governor Jolly Nyame by his 
own people and by extension, 
the entire people o f  Taraba 
State.

The truth is that, so far, 
G overnor Jolly  N yam e has 
never made any categorical 
statement either to the press or 
his political associates on his 
re-election in 2003. When he 
was asked this question in a 
recent Newswatch interview, 
Governor Jolly Nyame point­
edly declared that “it was for 
the people to decide.” The rea­
son is very simple, in all the 
p rev ious e lec tions he con­
tested , the decision  alw ays 
came from the people. He is a 
servant o f  the people and so 
cannot impose his decision on 
them.

The “Tazarce"committee 
w as set up in Jalingo three 
m onths ago to actualise the 
dream o f the people to have

By Mohammed Kabir G arba

Governor N yam e re-elected. 
The com m ittee has not re ­
ceived any financial support 
from the government. It is a 
private initiative launched by 
highly respected and respon­
s ib le  T arab an s w ith  so lid  
m eans o f  likelihood . They 
have also not received any 
government patronage by way 
o f  contract or appointment.

About a week ago, a mem­
ber o f  the Tazarce group, in 
pursuance o f  his right to agi­
tate took Tazarce to Zing Lo­
cal Government. He did not 
consult with Governor Jolly 
Nyame, nor his supporters in 
Zing. The campaigner had his 
own agenda. He was not sent 
by the government or Gover­
nor Jolly Nyame to Zing. His 
com m ents at the supposed 
“Tazarce” rally were said to 
have sparked-off a protest by 
some youths who perceive his 
comments as an attempt by the 
organizer o f  the rally to im­
pose  h is  am b itio n  on the 
people o f  Zing. The ensuing 
protest was clearly hijacked 
by hoodlums who capitalized 
on the situation to loot and in­
ju re  Igbo traders as if  they 
have som ething to do w ith 
PDP or Tazarce. This is what 
has been wrongly reported by 
some journalists as the rejec­
tion o f Governor Nyame in his 
own local governm ent. For 
one, Governor Nyame was not

at Zing during the rally, or 
even in the state at the time. 
How then can the press con­
clude that he was rejected in 
his local government? When 
he returned to the state on 
W ednesday 11th April 2001, 
G o v ern o r N yam e h ead ed  
straight to Zing. He spent his 
Easter in Zing, faulting press 
reports tha t Z ing w as “de­
serted” and a “ghost town” . 
A lso , no m em ber o f  the 
Nyame family was harassed, 
let alone, burning his father’s 
house as erroneously reported 
by some media houses.

The existing  opposition 
group is faceless and, there­
fore, not credible and brave 
enough to come out and chal­
lenge the government on mat­
ters o f fact. It is this faceless 
group which recently sent a 
drunken fellow to the venue 
o f  the fund raising ceremony 
o f  the state PDP to distribute 
copies o f  a petition accusing 
Governor Nyame o f  hijacking 
the PDP in the state. For one, 
it was a clear act o f irrespon­
sibility and lack o f  respect for 
such a person to be sent into a 
gathering in which the Vice- 
President was represented by 
no less a personality than the 
Governor o f  Bauchi State as 
well as eminent citizens as, the 
Minister o f  State, Internal Af­
fairs, Dr. M ohammed Shata 
and members o f  the National 
Assembly, in the name o f  pro­
testing the “State o f affairs” in

the PDP in Taraba S i» t 
this date, authors o f  the 
tion, written in very m  
cable English, are ye? to 
up.

In fact, in the absence m  
any tangible reason for 
cizing the adm in istra te*  a)t 
G overnor Nyame, the 
opposition through the 
has been hammering o« jhr 
w ithdraw er o f  the e rv m ta k  
C h ief o f  Staff, Mr. JotfcaB 
Kalla, from the govemraeML 
The entire government 
chinery o f Taraba State is «ee* 
as fighting Kalla, a cousia 
Governor Nyame who left 4kr 
government out o f  his own ^  
lition. The fact is that Go%«*- 
nor Nyame has never spofeca 
publicly against Kalla.

C o n c lu s iv e ly , J o f l  
Nyame remains very strong M 
home in Z ing and the only 
politician to beat in the stale 
The peace loving people o f 
Zing cannot equally be black­
mailed by creating the impres­
sion that they do not love thctr 
son. They are proud to have 
him as the Governor and are 
fully behind him. Therefore, 
attem pts to explo it the so- 
called Tazarce riots is a futile 
mission which will not affect 
the governor’s reputation nor 
his influence in Taraba poli­
tics. The only option is to join 
Nyame in uniting the state in 
order to forge ahead.

Aaron Artim as, is the 
Chief Press Secretary to the 
Taraba State Governor.
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A s the nam e implies, 
th e  F e d e ra l R o ad  
S a fe ty  C o rp s 

FRSC) sees to the day-to- 
iay safety o f  com m uters and 
perhaps, their property while 
'n  the na tio n ’s roads. The 
tYicers and m en o f  the Com ­

mission keep surveillance on 
he roads m aking sure that 
hose who ply the roads keep 

io the rules and regulation 
'tip u la ted  in  our h ighw ay  
code Som e o f  the dos and 
J o n ’ts, include: observ ing  
peed limits, not overtaking 

a rongly, avoiding overload- 
ng o f  vehicles, not driving

Upgrade FRSC to “National Safety Commission”
when drunk am ong others. 
In a nutshell, the function o f  
FRSC is preventive.

• Considering the fact that 
accidents occur in all aspects 
o f  our lives, at home, at the 
sea, in the air, on the rail­
ways, and everywhere, one 
b eg in s  to  w o n d e r w h y  a 
com mission should be set up 
to cater for only accidents on 
the road. W ho then prevents 
mishaps on the waterways? 
W hat about the accidents on 
our railways, who cares for 
them? Let us accept that air

travels industry has in-built 
safety m echanism , as safety 
consciousness is the hallmark 
o f  those m anning the sub­
sector. Y et accidents do oc­
cur and that makes it impera­
tive that a body saddled with 
the responsibility o f  catering 
for the safety o f  air travellers 
be considered.

M oreover, w e live in a 
so c ie ty  w h ere  sa fe ty  
consciousness is a lm ost at 
zero point. This explains why 
n u m e ro u s  a v o id a b le  
acciden ts occur. Take, for

instance, the fire incident at 
G ir ls ’ S eco n d a ry  S choo l, 
G indiri in Plateau State that 
c la im e d  th e  liv e s  o f  24 
fe m a le  s tu d e n ts  an d  le ft 
many w ith various degrees o f  
bum s. Pipeline vandalisation 
and the consequent incidents 
o f  f ire  o u tb re a k  th a t 
consum ed lots o f  lives have 
been ram pant in recent times. 
S im ilar dom estic accidents 
occur in our homes.

A greed that road carnage 
has been on the increase due 
to the pressure on the roads

following the inability o f  the 
governm ent to explore or re- 
h ab ilita te  o th e r  m eans o f  
transposition, particularly the 
railways and the vessels for 
w ater ways. It is only an im ­
b a lan ce  th a t good  g o v e r­
nance and tim e w ill change. 
W hen things norm alise and 
all the other means o f  trans­
portation improve, com m ut­
ers would patronise them  as 
w ell and m ost likely, acci­
dents might, as usual, occur 
and th is p resu p p o ses  tha t 
preventive m easures to ac-

I have gone through the 
Bank o f  the N orth’s offi­
cial w rite-up in the press 

jntitled: “BON- four decades 
of earning your confidence” 
and I w ish to critic ize the 
Bank on its mision statement 
‘to become the enabling fac­

tor and the Last Resort in ad- 
ancing the in terest o f  our 

custom ers and soc ie ty” as 
being too  m ed iocre , n o n ­
revolutionary and rather too 
casua l. T he v is io n  o f  the 
bank should be more forward 
looking, more aggressive and 
hould  help  to  p ropel the 

bank to be am ong the TOP 
and the BEST in the indus­
try. The w ord “enabling” is 
too casual and the phrase” 
the Last R eso rt” seem s to 
■mggest lack o f  seriousness

BON, time to shed the conservative posture
and drive. I hope the m an­
agem ent can come out w ith 
a more serious and m ore ag­
g ressive v ision  or m ission 
statement.

Also going through their 
w rite-up referred  to  above 
under “O ur products and our 
se rv ic e s” I o b se rv ed  th a t 
there is nothing to show by 
w ay o f  new  products. The 
products listed are the usual 
an d  c o n v e n tio n a l o n es , 
w hich all banks traditionally 
have like current accounts, 
savings, fixed deposits, cor­
porate finance, loan syndica­
tion , le tte rs  o f  c red it etc. 
W h a t a b o u t e le c tro n ic  
m oney transfers from  over­
seas like “W estern U nion”

w hich  has proved  to  be a 
m o n e y -s p in n e r  fo r  F irs t 
B ank?  D oes B ank  o f  the 
N orth have a Special Prod­
u c ts  D e p a r tm e n t?  In m y 
view , one o f  the w ays the 
Bank can utilize its relatively 
w ide  n e t-w o rk  (w ith  100 
branches as at this year) o f  
operations to best advantage 
is to go into foreign partner­
ships w ith banks and other 
Financial Institutions sim ilar 
to  W estern  U nion, M oney 
Gram etc.

T he B ank  sh o u ld  also  
look into the possibility o f  re­
engineering and re-structur- 
ing its operations. I have ob­
served in their w rite-up that 
the only Divisions they have

are; Admin and M anagement 
Services, Inform ation Tech­
nology, Banking Operations, 
C red it and B ranch  O pera­
tions and Secretary and Le­
gal Division. It appears the 
Bank does not have a Strate­
gic Planning Division, which 
should be able to plan for the 
future w hat the Bank ought 
to be in 10 or even 20 years 
time. The Strategic Planning 
D ivision should have been 
the think tank o f  the Bank.

A n o th e r  a re a  o f  th e  
B ank’s conservatism  is that 
after 40 years o f  existence, it 
has not seen it fit or desirable 
to  go pub lic  o r at least to 
offload som e o f  its shares to 
w illin g  in d ig e n e s  o f  th e

N o rth ern  S ta tes w ho m ay 
w ant to invest in the Bank.

B esides, i f  the B ank is 
q u o te d  on  th e  S to ck  E x ­
change, it may, depending on 
how  well it is doing w ith its 
stocks and market capitaliza­
tion, attract some m easure o f  
g rea ter c red ib ility  and re ­
spectability not only in N ige­
ria but internationally.

In  add ition , its p e rfo r­
m a n ce  on th e  S to ck  E x ­
change is also another useful 
m echanism  for the Bank to 
m irror its perform ance and to 
take remedial steps from time 
to time.

Chris S. Audu, P.M.B. 
21307, Ikeja, Lagos.

Educate our girls

The saying that if  you 
educate a wom an you 
ed u c a te  a n a tio n  is 

quite true. W om en are the 
backbone o f  every home, and 
every society. Every hom e 
can be a w onderful school, 
and every society a w onder­
ful school if  w om en w ithin 
this soc ie ty  and  hom e are 
properly educated. *

E d u c a tio n  e n a b le s  a 
woman to, apart from  educat­
ing her children and society, 
support her family financially 
?y contributing to the up keep 
af her home through her earn­
ings.

T he n o tio n  by  som e 
northern parents that western 
sducation m isleads the fe­
male ch ild  is baseless and 
unfounded, because the edu­
ca ted  w o m an  k n o w s h e r

* rights and asseses situations 
critically before taking deci­
sions. she cannot be coerced 
into doing anything against 
her will.

I am, therefore, appealing 
to our parents to allow  their 
girls to obtain both w estern 
and religious education.

They should  know  that 
Islam  allow s w om en to un­
dertake business and w ork for 
their living. Khadijah, w ife o f  
p ro p h e t M u h am m ad  
(S .A .W .) w as a b u s in e ss ­
woman.

The m asses should there­
fore, through the m edia, be 
educated on the need to edu­
cate our women.

M urjanatu A. S a ’eed, 
W adata P harm acy, 10, 
Ahmadu Bello way, Jos.

K in d ly  a llo w  m e a 
space to  vo ice out 
m y utter disappoint­

m ent over the clear acts o f  
discrimination in the Univer­
sity o f  M aiduguri M edical 
College.

The college has been hi- 
ja c k e d  by  a g ro u p  o f  
tribalists who control all ac­
tiv itie s from  adm ission  to 
e x a m in a tio n . T h ey  h av e  
been systematic w eeding o f  
M u slim s  in  g e n e ra l and  
Northern Muslims in particu­
lar. As som ebody affected, I 
cannot but speak out. They

Stop this discrimination
im pose severe and critica l 
con d itio n s fo r reg is tra tio n  
into the college while even an 
F9 candidate o f  Y oruba ori­
gin is adm itted  and issued  
reg istra tion  perm it w ith  or 
w ithout m eeting the require­
ments. A  clearly identifiable 
M uslim  nam e or a  H ausa/ 
Fulani/K anuri physical fea­
tures could m ean delay in, 
and s tric te r cond itions for 
registration. The fact are there 
for anyone who cares to look!

W e are tired o f  this m ess

and can no longer sit down 
and  fo ld  o u r arm s. I am , 
therefore, calling on the U ni­
versity  authority  as well as 
groups like the A rew a Con­
su lta tive  F orum  and o ther 
p ro -northern  groups to  u r­
gently help salvage the situ­
ation. The rate o f  failure o f  
Northern M uslims is simply 
alarming. Enough is enough!

A udu ‘F id e l’ B orno, 
Necas d o se , university o f  
Maiduguri, Borno state.

co m m o d ate  such  c irc u m ­
stances be put in place.

In as much as the w isdom  
o f  those w ho conceptualised 
the FRSC deserves com m en­
dation, the concept should be 
reviewed to m eet the realities 
o f  the tim e. Society is dy ­
namic; therefore government 
p o lic ie s  an d  p ro g ra m m e s 
should be flexible to address 
the changes that go w ith it.

T he N a tio n a l S a fe ty  
Com m ission, w hich is being 
ad v o c a te d  fo r, sh o u ld  be 
aim ed at p reven ting  o ther 
accidents, w hich the FRSC at 
the m om ent could not handle 
due to its restriction to road 
accidents.

Safety schemes should go 
beyond carnage on our roads. 
Consideration should also be 
g iven to  o ther factors that 
cause accidents. For instance, 
incidents o f  death as a result 
o f  accidental fall in a bathtub. 
It is a public knowledge that 
som e prom inent N igerians, 
l ik e  fo rm e r  G o v e rn o r  o f  
K ano  S ta te , A lh a ji S abo  
Bakin Zuw o died as a result 
o f  the injuries he sustained 
w hen he fell on his bathtub. 
The Safety C om m ission in 
question could be m andated 
to stop the continued use o f  
such bathtubs that slip.

Also, the envisaged Com ­
m ission, w hich has to be an 
en largem ent o f  the FR SC , 
could be m andated to teach 
safety to the citizens. There 
is too m uch threat to the lives 
and property o f  the citizens 
o f  this country due to num er­
ous avoidable accidents. To 
w it, f ire  o u tb re a k  d u e  to  
faulty  electric installations, 
“accidental discharge” from  
the police, accidents resulting 
from  fake and substandard  
goods that have flooded this 
country am ong others.

M r. Isa a c  Ih ea n yi 
Ayozie, M om bassa street, 
wuse - Abuja.

Perm it me space in your 
w idely read newspaper 
to call on, the E m ir o f  
Biu, in Biu local government 

area o f  Borno State, through 
th e  h o n o u ra b le  C o m m i­
ssioner for local governm ent 
and  ch ie f ta in cy  a ffa irs  to 
please create m ore Districts 
an d  E m ira te s  in  K w ay a  
K u sa -B a y o  lo c a l g o v e r ­
nment.

Bayo local government needs more districts and emirates
and Fikayel are left behind in we suffer neglect from  suc-There is need to rem ind 

his Royal h ighness and his 
council to as a m atter o f  u r­
gency create m ore districts 
and Em irates in order to alle­
viate the people’s suffering. 
W e, the people o f  Bayo local 
governm ent com prising  o f  
W uyo, B albaya, D ali, Gol

term s o f  social am enities and 
political appointment. W e are 
blessed with resources like all 
other com m unities in Borno 
sta te . W e have In te llig en t 
people bo th  m ales and fe ­
m ales w ho are capab le  o f  
holding political offices, yet

cessive adm inistrations in the 
state. Therefore, I am calling 
on  th e  a d m in is tra t io n  to  
please as a matter o f  urgency, 
create Districts and an Em ir­
ate for the area.

Sulaim an M oham m ed  
Wuyo, Bayo, Borno state.
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ADM INISTRATIVE STAFF COLLEG E OF NIG ER IA  (ASCO N)
ASCON AD-HOC PROGRAMMES 
FROM APRfL - DECEM BER 2001

S/N(5 CO U RSES VEN UE COST DATE *
1 Local Government Treasury 

Management Workshop
State Secretariat, Conference
Hall, Akure, Ondo State

N 12,500.00 April 23-27, 
2001

2. 3-Day Workshop on Security 
Awareness for Honourable 
members of National and State 
Assemblies

ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N25,000.00 April 11 -1 3 , 
2001

3. Primary Health Care 
Management Workshop

State Secretariat, Conference 
Hall, Uyo, Akwa -Ibom State

N 12,500.00 May 7 - 1 1 ,  
2001

4. Democracy And Good 
Governance for Honourable 
Members of the National and 
State Assemblies

ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N25,000.00 May 2 9 - 3 1 ,  
2001

5. Assertiveness and Leadership 
Skills for Women Managers

Gateway Hotel, 
Otta Ogun State

N20,000.00 May 14 - 18 ,  
2001

6. Internet connectivity 
Appreciation Workshop

ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N30,000.00 May 7 - 9, 
2001

7. Public Policy Analysis And 
Management Workshop

Gateway Hotel, 
Abeokuta Ogun State

N25,000.00 May 21-25, 
2001

8. Workshop on Srategies for 
Revenue Generation

Gateway Hotel, 
Otta, Ogun State

N20,000.00 May 21 - 25, 
2001

9. National Workshop For Chief 
Executives of Public and Private 
Enterprises

a i r p o r t  HOTEL 
IK E JA

N40,000.00 May 22 - 24, 
2001

10. Local Government Maintenance 
Management Workshop

State Secretariat Conference 
Hall, Gusau, Zamfara State

N12,500.00 June 4 - 8, 
2001

11. Personnel Management Forum ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N25,000.00 June 12 - 14 ,  
2001

12. Modem Trends in Leadership 
Delegation and Accountability

Gateway Hotel, 
Otta Ogun State

N25,000.00 June 1 8 - 2 0 ,  
2001

13. Feasibility Studies And investment 
Analysis Workshop

Gateway Hotel, 
Otta, Ogun State

N25,000.00 June 12 - 15 ,  
2001

14. 2nd Accelerated and Substainable 
. Rural Development Workshop

Federal Secretariat Hall, 
Yola Adamawa State

N12,500.00 July 9-13,  
2001

15. One Week Security Management 
Course tor Senior Staff of the 
National and State Assemblies

ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N25,000.00 July 2-6, 
2001

16. A 3-Day Workshop on Conflict 
Management and Resolution 
for Honourable members of 
National and State Assemblies

ASCON Complex, 
Topo - Badary

N25,000.00 July 25 - 27, 
2001

17. Performance Appraisal for 
Productivity and Improvement 
Workshop * .

Gateway Hotel 
Otta, Ogun State

N20,000.00 July 9 - 1 3 ,  
2001

18. Management of Public Records Rasco Hotel, 
Osogbo, Osun State

N20,000.00 July2 - 6, 
2001

19. Work Proficiency and Performance 
Improvement Workshop

University of Ibadan 
Conference Centre, Ibadan

N20,000.00 July16 - 20, 
2001

20 Auditing and Investigation Premier Hotel, 
Ibadan

N20,000.00 July 16 - 20, 
2001

S/NC> CO U RSES VEN UE CO ST DATE
21. Entrepreneurship Development 

Programme for Retiring Officers
Premier Hotel, Ibadan N35,000.00 July 9 - 20, 

2001

22. Computer Application to Library 
services

ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N25,000.00 August 13-17, 
2001

23> 2nd Local Government Treasury 
Management Workshop

State Secretariat, Conference 
Hall Abakaliki, Eboyin State

N12,500.00 August 13-17, 
2001

24. Training Managers Retreat Gateway Hotel, Otta, 
Ogun State

N20,000.00 August 27-31, 
2001

25. Seminar on Total Quality 
Management (TQM) For Human 
Resource Management

Gtateway Hotel, 
Otta, Ogun State

N20,000.00 August 20 - 24, 
2001

26. Workshop on Development 
Statistics

Gateway Hotel, 
Otta, Ogun

N20,000.00 August 20 - 24, 
2001

27. Workshop on Fraud Detection 
Prevention and Control

Plaza Hotel,
Otta, Ogun State

N20,000.00 August 2 7 - 3 1 ,  
2001

28. (Project) Report Writing and 
Presentation Workshop

Circular Hotel, 
llorin, Kwara State

N20,000.00 August 20 - 24, 
2001

29. 2nd Primary Health Care 
Management Workshop

Federal Secretariat Conference 
Hall, Kaduna, Kaduna State

N12,500.00 Sept. 2 4 - 2 8 ,  
2001

30. Negotiating Skills in Labour 
Relations

Gateway Hotel, 
Otta, Ogun State

N20,000.00 Sept. 1 0 - 1 4 ,  
2001

31. Senior Women in Management Gateway Hotel, 
Otta, Ogun State

N20,000.00 Sept. 24 - 28, 
2001

32. Data Processing and Analysis 
Using SPSS

ASCON Complex, 
Topo - Badagry

N30,000.00 Sept. 3-14,  
2001

33. Procurement and Materials 
Management

Circular Hotel, 
llorin, Kwara State

N20,500.00 Sept. 3 - 7 ,  
2001

34. Seminar On Total Quality 
Management (TQM)

Airport Hotel, 
Ikeja, Lagos

N20,000.00 Sept. 4 - 6 ,  
2001

35. Word Processing ASCON Complex, 
Topo - Badagry

N20,000.00 Sept. 8 - 1 2 ,  
2001

36. Advance Word Processing ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N15,000.00 Oct. 1 7 - 1 9 ,  
2001 *

37. 5 - Day Workshop on Facility 
Management

ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N20,000.00 Oct. 22 - 26, 
2001

38. Seminar on Managing Negotiation ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N20,000.00 Oct. 22 - 26, 
2001

39. 5-Day Advanced Workshop on 
Office Systems/Technology

ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N20,000.00 Nov. 5 - 9, 
2001

40, Computer Appreciation for 
Senior Managers

ASCON Complex, 
Badagry

N25,000.00 Nov. 1 9 - 2 3 ,  
2001

41. 2nd Local Government 
Maintenance Management Workshop

Federal Secretariat Conference 
Hall, Enugu, Enugu State

N25,000.00 Nov. 1 9 - 2 3 ,  
2001

42. Workshop on Government 
Budgeting

Circular Hotel, llorin, 
Kwara State

N20.000.00 Nov. 1 9 - 2 3 ,  
2001

43. Workshop on Final Accounts 
Preparation in Government

Plaza Hotel,
Otta, Ogun State

N20,000.00 Dec. 4 - 8, 
2001

NB: Please note that the cost excludes feeding and accommodation.
Further Information on the above can be obtained from:

Direttor-General, Or The Liason 0fficer>
Administrative Staff College of Nigeria (ASCON), Administrative Staff College of Nigeria (ASCON),
P.M.B 1004, New Federal Secretariat,
Topo-Badagry, Lagos. , Shehu Shagari Way,
Tel: 01-2882907,2882908,2882909,732272,732306,732300,732273 P M B  150j Abuja_
Fax: 01-732306 Te|. 09-5236883, Fax: 09-52356883
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d e m o c ra c y  s tru g g le s  in 
M obutu’s Zaire, M oi’s Kenya 
or A bacha’s Nigeria. And for 
m ost o f  the Clinton years, US 
d e v e lo p m en t a ss is ta n c e  to 
Africa never great continued 
to decline.

In his second four years as 
P re s id e n t,  B ill C lin to n  
e m b ra c e d  a c o n s e rv a tiv e  
C ongressional in itia tive  on 
trade with A frica in order to 
have a showpiece for a G-7 
Sum m it he w as h o sting  in 
1997. The economic legacy he 
leaves in A frica legitim ises 
the false dichotom y o f  “trade 
vs. aid” and ducks the more 
u rg e n t is su e  o f  D eb t 
cancellation.

C l in to n ’s sy m b o lic a lly  
im portan t 6-coun try  A frica  
v isit in 1998, includ ing  an 
a irp o r t a p o lo g y  in K ig a li, 
R w anda  fa iled  to  p ro d u ce  
s u s ta in e d  U S s u p p o rt fo r 
p e a c e , d e v e lo p m e n t and  
dem ocracy in Africa.

N o r d id  the  d ec is io n  to 
bom b an asp irin  facto ry  in

W h en  A fr ic a n  
H ead s o f  S ta te  
m eet in N igeria  
th is  w e e k  to  d isc u s s  an 

A frican strategy for the w ar 
against the H IV /A ID S pan­
demic stalking the continent 
th e y  sh o u ld  be  tak e n  
seriously. The same is true for 
South A fricans gathering in 
Johannesburg to discuss the 
im portance o f  civil society in 
their country.

H a v in g  fo rm e r  U S 
president Bill Clinton hanging 
around w on’t help.

From Harlem to Abuja, our 
form er P residen t ju s t c a n ’t 
seem  to get enough  o f  the 
com pany o f  black folks - and 
our adm iration and gratitude! 
Such sentim ents are not only 
w ild ly  m isp laced , they  are 
dangerous.

The triumph o f  symbolism  
o v e r su b s tan ce  is the  true  
Clinton legacy in the African 
world. I f  A frican and African 
Am erican leaders alike do not 
distinguish betw een the two, 
and insist upon the latter, the 
next generation will suffer.

C onsider the price already 
paid:

D uring  his firs t term  in 
o f f ic e , P re s id e n t  C lin to n  
w ith d rew  U S tro o p s  from  
Som alia and established the 
unspoken rule that no African 
concerns were w orth risking 
A m e ric a n  liv e s . T he  ru le  
holds even in p laces where 
W ashington Has deep historic 
r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  fo r th e  
p ro b le m , as it d o e s  in 
M ogadishu, and despite the 
fact that US arm ed forces are 
disproportionately o f  African 
descent. C lin to n ’s adm in is­
tration not only failed to act 
a g a in s t  th e  g e n o c id e  in 
Rwanda, it prevented the UN

Clinton and Africa
Former US President Bill Clinton is expected in Nigeria to 
participate in a conference on HIV/AIDS crisis ravaging the 
African continent, nay the world. The Executive Director o f Africa 
Action in Washington, DC, Salih Booker, in this piece, x-rays the 
Clinton administration’s policies towards Africa.

K h a r t o u m ,  
f o l l o w i n g  
a ttacks against 
US embassies in 
Nairobi and Dar 
es S a la a m , 
address the real 
se cu rity  needs 
o f  A frican s  in 
S u d an  o r e a s t 
A fr ic a  m o re  
b ro a d ly . It

governm ent from im plem en­
ting a law designed to make 
e s se n t ia l  m e d ic in e s  m o re  
affordable - the court case the 
d ru g  c o m p a n ie s  f in a lly  
abandoned this m onth, three 
years and 400,000 lives later. 
Vice President A1 Gore played 
the role o f  enforcer until it 
becam e an em bar-rassm ent in 
h is  c a m p a ig n  to  su c c e e d  
Clinton.

In his last year in office and 
second  trip  to  A frica , B ill 
Clinton pressed the Obasanjo 
g o v e rn m e n t in N ig e ria  to  
increase oil production, while 
ig n o rin g  o n g o in g  h u m an  
rights violations in the N iger 
delta. The visit also coincided 
w ith the introduction o f  US 
specia l fo rces tra in in g  fo r 
N igeria’s m ilitary, which has 
shouldered the bulk o f  W est 
A fr ic a n  p e a c e k e e p in g

“Clinton’s administration 
not only fa iled  to act 
against the genocide in 
Rwanda, it prevented the 
UNfrom doing so as well. ”

Clinton

from doing so as well.
C lin ton  also  show ed  no 

love for A frican civil society 
when its practitioners led pro­

p roved  m erely  
an e x e rc ise  in 
i n e f f e c t u a l  
b u lly ing  and. a 
d iversion  from  
the sex scandal 
at th e  W h ite  
House.

O n a
d i f f e r e n t  
pharma-ceutical 
f ro n t, the  
A dm inis-tration 
gave significant 
s u p -p o r t  to 

w estern drug com -panies in 
S o u th  A fr ic a  w h o  w ere  
initiating a law suit to prevent 
N e lso n  M a n d e la ’s

burdens. That US interest in 
N igeria was confined to the 
c h e ap  su p p ly  o f  o il and  
re g io n a l p o l ic in g , w h ile  
A fr ic a ’s la rgest co u n try  is 
s tru g g lin g  to  b u ild  a 
dem ocracy under the weight 
o f  deb ts, w as te lling . T hat 
N igerians seem ed desperate 
for US attention any attention 
is perhaps profoundly reveal­
ing o f  the secret to C lin ton’s 
success through symbolism.

I f  A fricans and A frican  
Am ericans continue to settle 
for symbolism over substance 
fro m  U S p u b lic  p o lic y  
officials, we will continue to 
be the victim s o f  our own low 
expectations.

Obasanjo Mbeki
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Lebanese 
Prime Minister 

meets Pope

T he Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafiq Hariri has 
met Pope John Paul at the 

V atican for a m eeting 
concentrating on the Middle East 
crisis.

“The situation in Lebanon 
and the dramatic situation in the 
M iddle East were the main 
themes of the talks,” Vatican 
spokesman Joaquin Navarro 
Vails said.

Mr Hariri’s visit to Rome 
came a week after an Israeli air 
raid on a Syrian military position 
in Lebanon and less than two 
weeks before the Pope is due to 
travel to Damascus and the city 
of Quintera on the Golan heights.

Unofficial sources said the 
Pope and Mr Hariri discussed the 
air raid, relations between 
Lebanon and Syria, and the papal 
visit to Syria.

Vatican spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro Vails told journalists 
that the Holy See believes 
international law and United 
Nations resolutions should be 
respected and negotiations 
resumed to further the Middle 
East peace process.

“The Holy See is taking the 
opportunity to stress once again 
that reconciliation is important

and an essential element for 
human and social reconstruction 
in Lebanon,” he said.

The current high level of 
tension between Syria and Israel 
started last week with an attack 
by Lebanese Hezbollah fighters 
on an Israeli outpost in a disputed 
area where the borders o f 
Lebanon, Syria and Israel meet.

One Israeli soldier was killed 
in the H ezbollah action, 
provoking Israel to warn that it 
held Syria responsible for such 
attacks.

Retaliation followed in the 
form of an Israeli air attack on a 
Syrian radar station in Lebanon 
which left three soldiers dead.

In his talks with the Pope, Mr 
H ariri, a Sunni M uslim, 
explained that it was in 
Lebanon’s national interest for 
the Syrian army to remain there, 
Lebanese radio reported.

Mr Hariri was quoted as 
saying in an interview  with 
Vatican media that the Syrian 
presence helped “entrench 
security and stability and helps 
us face the Israeli attacks in 
various fields”.

Mr Hariri has travelled on to 
W ashington for talks with 
President George W Bush on 
rebuilding the Lebanese 
econom y and the country’s 
sensitive position between Israel 
and Syria.

The Pope travels to Syria on 
May 5.

Tshisekedi returns to Congo D
Etienne Tshisekedi, a high- 

profile Dem ocratic 
Republic o f  Congo 

opposition leader has returned to 
Kinshasa after 15 months in 
exile.

Tshisekedi is in the DRC to 
participate in the planned “inter- 
Congolese dialogue” that is part 
of the peace process aimed at 
ending the two-and-a-half-year 
war in the country.

He has been a major figure 
in the country since indepen­
dence and was a leading critic of 
former dictator Mobutu Sese 
Seko.

His return signals progress in 
the peace process that was kick- 
started by President Joseph

Kabila who succeeded his 
assassinated  father Laurent 
Kabila in January.

In advance of Mr Tshise- 
kedi’s return, pro-govemment 
newspapers in Kinshasa were 
reporting on what they described 
as his plan to destabilise the 
country.

But on his arrival in 
Kinshasa Mr Tshisekedi made it 
clear that he was not interested 
in conflict.

Mr Tshisekedi fell out with 
Laurent Kabila soon after the 
latter ousted Mobutu Sese Seko 
in 1997.

He was banished from 
Kinshasa and placed under house 
arrest for breaching a ban on

Armed men rob South 
African AIDS boy

T hree armed men have 
robbed the Johannesburg 
home of dying 12-year- 

old South African Aids activist 
Nkosi Johnson.

His foster m other, Gail 
Johnson, said the robbers broke 
in early on Monday, held up a 
nurse who was watching over 
Nkosi and threatened to shoot 
her if she made any noise.

Ms Johnson said she thought 
Nkosi, who has Aids-related 
brain damage and has been semi- 
comatose since early January, 
had witnessed the robbery.

The nurse overheard one of 
the robbers telling the boy to 
close his eyes before they fled 
with electrical goods and Ms
Johns'j:.' .

Ms Johnson said she 
believed she scared the robbers 
off when she woke up and ran to 
Nkosi’s room to see what was 
happening.

I don’t know what this is 
going to do to him, as he saw 
everything,” she said. “1 am very 
angry and scared. This is a 
tragedy.

They covered the nurse 
w ith a duvet and pointed a 
handgun at her and told her that 
she had to keep quiet, otherwise 
they would shoot her.”

Ms Johnson said she had 
asked for police protection, but 
had been told there was a 
shortage of manpower.

“I am going to* have to 
organise 24-hour security now,” 
she said. “They are lucky I don’t 
have a gun, otherwise I would 
have killed them.”

Nkosi was born HIV- 
positive in Johannesburg in 1989 
and given just nine months to 
live, but he survived and on 4 
February turned 12.

The schoolboy became a 
leading public figure in the fight 
against HIV and Aids in 1997 
after a group of parents opposed 
his admission to school because 
of his HIV status.

At last year’s World Aids 
Conference; ;he made a moving

plea to President Thabo Mbeki 
to give victims of the disease 
anti-retroviral drugs. Tshisekedi

As Mid East violence rages
Perez to visit Powell soon
n another day of violence in 
the Middle East, a Palestinian 
boy was shot dead in the 

Gaza Strip while four people 
were injured in a car bomb in 
Israel.

As the violence continued, 
the United States announced that 
the Israeli Foreign Minister, 
Shim on Peres, w ould v isit 
Washington early next month for 
talks with Secretary o f State 
Colin Powell and possibly 
President Bush.

Palestinian officials said 
Israeli troops opened fire during 
a funeral procession for a 
Palestinian policeman near the 
Khan Younis refugee camp, 
killing 12-year-old Muhanad 
Muhareb.

In a separate incident, Israeli 
army radio said at least four 
people were injured when a car 
bomb exploded in the Israeli 
town of Or Yehuda, southeast of 
Tel Aviv.

The latest incidents follow 
an explosion on Sunday, when a 
Palestinian suicide bomber blew 
himself up near a bus in a suburb 
of Tel Aviv, killing one Israeli 
and wounding more than 40 
others.

Mr Peres is due to hold two 
days o f talks with the Bush 
administration beginning 4 May.

During his meetings with 
Colin Powell and the National 
Security Adviser, Condoleeza 
Rice, Mr. Peres is expected to 
seek a clarifica tion  o f  the 
American position, following 
recent US criticism o f Israel’s

actions, as well as explaining his 
own country’s policy.

For the m om ent, the 
A m erican approach is to 
concentrate on bringing the 
Israelis and Palestinians together 
for security talks in the hope that 
this will low er the level o f 
violence and eventually lay a 
foundation for renewed peace 
talks.

Witnesses said hundreds of 
mourners were marching in an 
orderly fashion in the funeral 
near Khan Younis when a 
traditional mourning volley of 
gunfire was released. Israeli 
troops then opened fire from an 
army post about 500m away.

The 12-year-old boy was 
shot in the head and died.

The shooting coincided with 
another bomb explosion - the 
fourth since Saturday.

Militant Palestinians have 
said they carried out these 
bombings.

In a statement to Reuters 
news agency, the military wing 
of Hamas vowed to continue the 
seven-month old Palestinian 
uprising  against the Israeli 
forces.

Hamas said'that Sunday’s 
suicide bomber was the fourth in 
a list o f 10 people prepared to 
sacrifice their lives.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon has blam ed the 
Palestinian Authority for the 
suicide attack, a charge it denies.

He accuses the Palestinians 
of not honouring an agreement 
to stop such attacks:

Palestinian officials deny 
this, accusing Israel of flagrant 
violations o f the Oslo peace 
accords - including sending 
troops and tanks into Palestinian- 
controlled territories last week.

But, even as the violence 
continues, a spokesman for Mr 
Sharon has said Israel has not 
rejected a jo in t Jordanian- 
Egyptian peace initiative, 
although he has serious 
reservations about it.

The plan - which has been 
accepted by the Palestinians - 
would see both sides committing 
themselves to stop the cycle of 
violence as peace talks were 
restarted.

political activity.
At the time he was told to 

stay out o f politics until the 
transition  to dem ocracy 
occurred.

He left the DRC for eye 
treatment in South Africa and 
most recently he has been living 
in the former colonial power, 
Belgium.

There was heavy security in 
place on M onday for Mr 
Tshisekedi’s arrival.

Supporters of his Union for 
Democracy and Social Progress 
(UDPS) party were at the airport 
to meet him but journalists were 
kept at a distance.

According to the BBC, the 
arrival was low key, careful and

not provocative.
The “inter-Coopc* 

ogue is aimed at pn  
political s e ttle a e a  
country’s conflict ’

It is suppose. 
together the l 
governm ent, rebel 
political parties aikJ ■ 
civil society.

The war in the 
rebels in the east of 3« 
backed by Uganda tr.ti 
fighting govcrn!*aa 
supported by , 
Namibia and An^-.

In recent wetrm.* 
parties have been 1 
15 km from the fi 
accordance with i .

3 UN workers charged with threat to kill U S t

T
hree United Nation 
w orkers have been 
charged in a N airobi 

court with threatening to kill the 
United States ambassador to 
Kenya, Johnnie Carson.

The three accused are 
already the subject of a separate 
investigation within the Kenya 
office o f  the UN High 
Com m issioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR).

The three employees at the 
UNHCR office in the Kenyan 
capital, George Ngodhe Juma, 
Peter Okoth Alingo and Susan 
Muthoni, are accused of asking 
a refugee to write letters in 
Arabic and in English in the 
name of Osama Bin Laden.

In the letters, the men are 
reported to have threatened Mr 
Carson and some senior UN 
officials with death if they did 
not leave Kenya.

A letter sent to UNHCR 
Kenya country representative 
Daniel Tshitungi warned: “Your 
security and that of your family 
are at risk... If you don’t leave 
we know where your daughter 
goes to school... We will kidnap 
her.”

Mr Laden is believed to be 
living in Afghanistan and is 
wanted by the United States on 
suspicion of having ordered the 
bombing o f US embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania in August 
1998 in which more than 200 
people died.

The three UN workers were 
also charged with seeking to 
extort more than $22,000 (about 
N2.6 m illion) from A frican 
refugees in Kenyan camps 
seeking resettlement in Europe 
and the United States.

All three pleaded innocent to 
the charges.

The UNCH* 
Nairobi confirmcC 
that the three u err p 
of employees under 
following allegaM 
that UNHCR o tt  
extorting briber fw  
return for resettle 
countries.

More th 
employees in the V 
have been sent c* 
leave since the I N 
began.

Zimbabvii 
faults lawyi 

criticism

T he autk 
Zim bab» 
condemns

a senior dcis 
international lawyd 
democracy and the 
in the country ■ t 
gravest peril" ■ 

Inform ation 
Jonathan Moyc 
interview  that the 
failed to can \ av» 
spectrum o f op ui 
country.

He said that d jr  
meeting with the sra 
made prepostenxn - 
the land dispute n  2 

The panel of 
lawyers from the fa 
Bar Association i 
weeklong visit sa^i 
law in Zimbabv, e h* 
undermined over ih 
with the Govemme- 
in intim idating i 
lawyers.

TO* I 
■C

Scene o f  a car bomb explosion in Israel, Monday April 23, 2001.
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O D D  W O R L D
Gorillas’ friend

wins global award

Kevin Donaldson, the pilot o f  a missionary plane shot down by the Peruvian air force in Peru last week, in hospital. A 
woman and her 7-month-old daughter died when the plane was brought down.

Briton suspected of foot-and-mouth disease

A Rwandan man is among 
six people to win an 
international award 

given annually for outstanding 
service to the environment.

Eugene Rutagaram a, a 
b io log ist w orking for the 
International G orilla
Conservation Program (IGCP), 
has been honoured for his work, 
to save mountain gorillas during 
and after the 1994 genocide in 
Rwanda.

Mr Rutagarama risked his 
life to protect the animals and 
support those caring for them.

He is one o f  this y ea r’s 
recip ien ts o f  the Goldman 
Environmental Prize, which the 
organisers said is “given 
annually  to environm ental 
heroes” representing  the 
different continents.

Each recipient will receive 
$125,000 at a ceremony in San 
Francisco on 23 April.

Mr Rutagarama said he will 
use his prize to help national park 
staff and people'living around 
two parks in Rwanda, Nyungwe 
Forest and the Volcano park in 
the Virunga mountains.

On a stopover in London, he 
told BBC News Online: “I want 
to use the money on projects they 
choose.

“Virunga straddles three 
countries, Rwanda, Uganda and 
the Dem ocratic Republic o f 
Congo (DRC).

“As the IGCP’s programme 
manager, I’m responsible for

P resident Bush has 
reportedly decided not to 
sell destroyers with the 

advanced Aegis combat system 
to Taiwan on advice from 
Secretary o f Defence Donald 
Rum sfeld, according to US 
officials.

Instead o f  the advanced 
Aegis destroyers, Mr Rumsfeld 
has recommended that Taiwan 
get four Kidd-class destroyers.

China opposed the sale of the 
Aegis because of fears that the 
destroyers could provide Taiwan 
with a shield from the mainland’s 
short-range ballistic missiles.

Full details o f Mr Bush’s 
decision have not been released, 
but key lawmakers are expected 
to be briefed Monday night. Mr 
Bush w ill give the Taiwan 
delegation his decision on 
Tuesday.

Sino-US relations were 
strained during the 11-day 
detention of 24 crewmembers of 
US surveillance plane, crippled 
in a collision with a Chinese 
fighter.

The stand off added to the 
significance of the annual arms 
sales to Taiwan, and the sales 
became seen as one of the most 
sensitive foreign policy 
decisions faced by President 
Bush since he came to office.

Taiwan had asked for the 
Aegis-equipped destroyers, P-3 
submarine hunting plane, Ml 
tanks, satellite-guided bombs 
and diesel-powered submarines.

And President Bush has been

staff in all three countries. And 
those in the DRC haven’t been 
paid for the last six years.”

Mr Rutagarama, a Tutsi, first 
had to flee Rwanda in 1960, 
when he was four years old. He 
and his family were forced into 
exile four more times before the 
1994 conflict which killed 
almost a million people.

Among them were most of 
his relatives, including both 
parents and two brothers.

Y-et he remains intent on 
working to save the mountain 
gorillas, the w orld ’s rarest 
prim ates. Only about 650 
surviving globally, more than 
half of whom are in Virunga.

Mr Rutagarama said: “When 
I learnt about extinct species at 
university, I made the link with 
Rwanda’s gorillas. So I felt a 
kind of duty to contribute to their 
survival.

“They’re a sort of national 
symbol - each page o f  a 
Rwandan passport is 
watermarked with the image of 
a gorilla.

“A fter a hum anitarian 
disaster as horrific as genocide, 
the common struggle to preserve 
something of shared value can 
form an ideal for people to 
believe in, and can assist the 
reconstruction of a devastated 
society.

“There are a lot o f people 
taking care o f people. There 
aren’t many who are concerned 
for the gorillas.”

in a tug of war between rival 
wings of the Republican Party, 
hawks and business interests.

Hawks in the Republican 
Party, who are suspicious of 
China, have seized on the 
detention of the US crew as a 
means to push for the sales of 
more advanced w eapons to 
Taiwan.

And some in Congress have 
threatened to revoke permanent 
normal trading relations with 
China.

Fearing a threat to trade, 
business groups have heavily 
lobbied the administration to 
maintain good relations with 
China.

Russia says it will go ahead 
w ith putting the first 
tourist into space even 

though A m erica has not 
approved the project.

The space tourist, US multi­
millionaire Dennis Tito, left for 
the launch pad at Baikonur in 
Kazakhstan on Monday.

Mr Tito “will travel to the 
[International Space] station no 
matter what”, Russian Space 
Agency spokesm an Sergei 
Gorbunov said.

The US space agency NASA 
has opposed Mr Tito’s flight, 
saying that he may be a danger 
to his fellow crew and to the ISS.

“We will guarantee Mr 
Tito’s safety during the flight,” 
Mr Gorbunov told reporters on 
Monday.

It is not clear whether NASA 
could stop Mr Tito entering the

The Department o f Health 
in Britain is investigating 
a report that a Cambrian 

slaughter man may have 
contracted the foot-and-mouth 
virus.

If confirmed, the case would 
be only the second ever recorded 
in Britain, although experts say 
the illness is only m ild in 
humans, and that no cases of 
human-to-human transmission 
have ever been recorded.

The reports add to fears over 
human health in relation to the 
crisis - with concerns over the 
release of carcinogenic dioxins 
from animal pyres.

Environm ent m inister 
Michael Meacher conceded that 
the pyres could be a health risk.

The patient, from  west 
Cum bria, had been heavily 
involved in the culling operation 
currently underway in the region, 
and as such was in regular, close 
contact with infected animals.

Dr Peter Tiplady, of North 
Cumbria Health Authority, said: 
“The man was accidentally  
sprayed with some material from 
a cow, and two weeks later 
developed symptoms similar to 
that in the animals - ulcers in the 
mouth and sore, itchy hands.

“It is not a very serious 
illness. He is not at all unwell,

space station if it wanted to.
Mr Tito him self was in a 

buoyant mood before leaving 
Star City, near Moscow.

“I feel very confident. Both 
my com m ander and flight 
engineer feel that we’ll have a 
very successful flight,” he said.

If all goes to plan, Mr Tito 
will be flown into space on a 
Russian Soyuz mission to the 
International Space Station (ISS) 
by com m ander Talgat 
Musabayev'and flight engineer 
Yuri Baturin on Saturday.

“I will be doing my own 
experiments, both stereo and 
video photography as well as still 
photography. And also hope to 
enjoy the beautiful view of the 
Earth,” he told journalists.

Mr Tito and his fellow  
cosmonauts are due to dock with 
the ISS two days after launch.

and we expect him to make a 
complete recovery.”

Scientific advice is that it is 
highly improbable for the virus 
to pass from animals into the 
human population under any 
other circum stances, so the 
general population is not at risk.

Angus Nichol, director of the 
com m unicable diseases 
surveillance unit o f the Public 
Health Laboratory Service, said: 
“Basically this is an animal virus 
- it doesn’t like human beings.

“If you expose someone to 
massive amounts of the virus, 
they may get the disease, but they 
probably won’t.”

He said that when humans 
did contract foot-and-mouth, it 
was a very mild illness for them, 
which invariably cleared up 
within a matter o f weeks.

However, a spokesman for 
the Department of Health said 
that it was aware of the case, and 
that the slaughter man in 
question had “all the symptoms” 
of the illness.

A spokesman said: “Foot- 
and-mouth in humans is very 
rare but it can occur - this case is 
being investigated urgently.

“However, foot-and-mouth 
is a mild illness in humans.” 

Officials said that the case 
would not be confirmed for at

They will return to Earth on 
5 May.

The Russian space
authorities have taken out a 
standard $100,000 dollar 
(£69,000) insurance policy on 
the lives o f each o f the three 
Soyuz crew, including Mr Tito, 
the Russian news agency ITAR- 
TASS says.

The US space shuttle 
Endeavour is now docked with 
the platform and will undock on 
Saturday.

The station’s current resident 
crew is com m anded by a 
Russian, Yury Usachev.

He is accompanied by US 
flight engineers James Voss and 
Susan Helms.

The trio are spending four 
and a half months aloft and are 
due to return to Earth on the 
Discovery shuttle in July.

least 48 hours, when the results 
o f blood tests would be returned.

The symptoms are similar to 
another virus - hand, foot and 
mouth - which is completely 
unrelated.

The previous single human 
case in the UK was during the 
1966 outbreak. The patient 
suffered no long-lasting effects 
to his health.

Professor Tony Hart, an 
expert in infectious diseases at 
the University of Liverpool, told 
the BBC: “Foot-and-mouth is 
predom inantly  a disease of 
animals, which, on very rare 
occasions is transm itted to 
humans.

“I im agine it would be 
transmitted through close contact 
between individuals and animals 
who are infected.”

He said he was not aware of 
any other case in which a human, 
having picked up the infection,

The commander of the American 
submarine that sank a Japanese 
fishery ship o ff Hawaii in 
February has been reprimanded 
at a final hearing into the 
accident and forced to retire from 
the US Navy.

Commander Scott Waddle 
was found guilty o f dereliction 
of duty at a hearing in Honolulu 
presided over by the commander 
of the US Pacific Fleet, Admiral 
Thomas Fargo.

Nine Japanese students and 
sailors were killed when the 
submarine, USS Greeneville, 
surfaced beneath their ship, the 
Ehime Maru, sinking it within 
minutes.

A dm iral Fargo said the 
submarine’s crew had known 
there were ships in the vicinity, 
and would have avoided the 
collision if  they had made a 
proper periscope search.

“This collision was solely 
the fault of the USS Greenville,” 
he to ld  a news conference 
following the hearing. “This 
accident could and should have 
been avoided.”

A naval court of inquiry had 
earlier recommended against 
holding a court-martial which 
could have led to Commander 
VVaddle^s^^mjjrisonment^

passed it onto another human.
However, he said that it was 

possible that an infected human 
could pass the virus onto animals 
- which are far more susceptible 
to infection.

He said: “One can never say 
there is no danger but there have 
been no cases reported.”

A spokesman for the PHLS 
said that it had been alerted to 
several suspected human cases of 
foot-and-m outh since the 
beginning of the outbreak - but 
tests for the virus had proved 
negative in each of them.

A spokesm an said that 
human foot-and-mouth was "not 
a big public health issue”.

He told BBC News Online: 
“Although we are keeping a 
lookout for this kind of thing, it 
really is vanishingly rare.

“Another explanation for 
this illness is the most likely 
answer.”

because it found no evidence of 
malice or criminal intent.

He had already accepted 
responsibility for the collision 
between the two vessels.

An investigation heard that 
the submarine would not have 
been at sea at all were it not for 
a group of civilian visitors that 
a retired admiral wanted to take 
on a tour.

It was claimed that there 
were failures in the sonar 
tracking of the Japanese ship and 
that because Com m ander 
Waddle had spent so much time 
with the 16 visitors at lunch, the 
submarine fell behind schedule.

C om m ander W addle’s 
lawyer said he would retire from 
the US Navy with his rank intact, 
on a full pension, w ith a 
honourable discharge.

In a statement afterwards, 
Commander Waddle said: “I 
understand and accept the 
punishment that Admiral Fargo 
has imposed.

“This hearing concludes a 
very d ifficu lt time for my 
family. It has effectively ended 
my navy career. It was not the 
end I had envisioned.

“While I regret that my navy 
career has ended in this way, I 
know that 1 am one of the lucky

Bush halts hi-tech  
arms sale toTaiwan

Russia to put first tourist in space

US retires submarine commander
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TENDER NOTICE 
CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA 
NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS

Notice is hereby given by the Central Bank o f Nigeria that 91 -day Federal Government 
o f  Nigeria Treasury Bills amounting to N21,000 million will be issued by an auction- 
based system on Thursday, 03/05/2001.
Interested Authorized Dealers (Commercial/Merchant Banks, Designated Discount 
Houses and Brokers) are invited to submit tenders to reach the Public Debt Office, 
Central Bank o f Nigeria, Lagos, not later than 1.30 p.m on Tuesday, 01/05/2001.

Each tender must be in multiple o f N 1,000, subject to a manimum of N 10,000 per tender. 
Authorized Dealers are allowed to submit multiple bids and quote multiple rates. A 
tender may be for own account o f Authorised Dealers or made on behalf o f interested 
members of the public, who are advised to apply to their banks or Brokers for the Bills.

Tenders for the Bills should be submitted on the prescribed printed forms in duplicate 
and in sealed envelopes clearly marked “TENDER FOR BILLS’. The result o f the tender 
will be announced before the close o f business on Tuesday, 01/05/2001. The Bank 
reserves the right to reject any tender in part or in full.
Allotment letters will be issued to successful tenderers on Wednesday, 02/05/2001. 
Payment in full for the amounts o f the accepted tenders must be made to the Central 
Bank of Nigeria not later than 1.30p. m on the issue date 03/05/2001. This will normally be 
effected by direct debit to the accounts of the affected Authorized Dealers which should 
ensure that their accounts with the Bank are adequately funded for this purpose.

PUBLIC DEBT OFFICE 
CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA 

TINUBU SQUARE 
LAGOS.

LOSST OF DO CUM ENT CHANGE OF NAME
I, ALHAJI ABBA BASHIR and ABDUL 
MAJID, o f No. Kinshasha road old GRA 
M aiduguri declare that the allocation 
letter, on Plot No 38B at B.B Bulumkutu 
Abuja and Plot N40B both issued by 
Maiduguri metropolitan on 11th January 
1999 was lost and reported to the Dandal 
Police Station M aiduguri on the 30th 
March 2001.
If founf please report to the nearest Police 
Station.

I, formerly known as MISS CORDELIA 
ONYEME, now wish to be known as MRS 
CORDELIA OTUYA. All former documents 
remain valid. Office of SGF and University of 
Abuja take note.

I formerly known as KABU MODU THLIZA, 
now wish to be known as NGAMARJU 
ANAMJA THLIZA. Former documents 
remain valid, Bomo State Agency for Mass 
literacy and the public to note.

PUBLIC N O TICE
THE REDEEMED LIFE MINISTRIES 
(a. k. a. Redeemed Life Bible Church)

The General Public is hereby notified that the above nam ed Organisation w ith its 
headquarters in A buja is seeking for Registration under the Companies and Allied 
Matters Decree 1 o f  1990 Part C law  o f  the Federal Republic o f  Nigeria.

THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. PASTOR NNAM DI I. ELESACHI
2. PASTOR O. OBOH
3. SISTER MARY ADELAKUN
4. SISTER PATRICIA N. ELESACHI
5. ELDER RASAQ ADELAKUN

-GENERAL OVERSEER -7 
-SECRETARY GENERAL -7 
-TREASURES -7
- M EM BER -7
- M EM BER -7

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the Registrar -General 
Corporate Affairs Com m ission A rea 11 Garki, P. M. B. 198 A buja with 28 days o f 
this publication.

P U B L IC  N O T IC E
GBAGYI KADUNA MULTI-PURPOSE ASSOCIATION. ABUJA CHAPTER (GBAKA)

The above named Association has applied for registration under Part ‘C ’ o f  the 
Companied and Allied Matters Act Cap 59, Laws o f the Federation o f Nigeria, 1990. 
The Trustees are:

Emmanuel A. Baba 
Eli Musa 
Na’omi Yahaya

1. Ibrahim P. Jagaba 2.
3. Abraham Tambari 4.
5. Danjuma Daniel 6.
7. Dauda Daniel
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-General' 
Corporate Affairs Commission Area 11 Garki, Abuja within 28 days o f this publication.

SIGNED: ELI MUSA and Associates.

CONFERENCE ON NEW PRODUCTS AND 
TECHNOLOGIES FOR SMALL AND MEDIUM 

ENTERPRISES
Organise by

Psi Association for Technology and Sustainable Development (PATASD) University of Benin and the National agency for Science and
Engineering Infrastructure (NASENI)

Date:
Venue:

May 20-23 2001-04-23 
Oba Akenzua Cultural Centre, Airport Road, Benin City.

CONFERENCE GOALS

Disseminate research and development results on new products and technologies to 

investors

* Provide the enabling environment for linkages between researchers, industries and funding 

agencies:

* Create a forum for sharing new ideas:

* Create awareness on new products and technologies developed in Nigeria and

* Provide a basis for the establishment of a data bank for SMEs.

SCOPE

Original papers will be presented in the following product categories:

Agro-processing. Electrical/Electronics/Computers and Software Development, Wood

and Wood Products. Water. Waste management and Technology, Machine Building/Fabrication,

Equipment. Spare Parts. Pharmaceutical products.

TARSET AUDIENCE

Industrialists. Manufacturers. Investors. Researchers. Engineers. Technologists. Scientists. 

Inventors. Innovators. Government Officials.

EXHIBITION

Companies, research institutes, universities, and individuals are invited to exhibit their products

FEES

Authors:

Non-authors:

Exhibition:

N2, 000.00 

N6, 000.00

N6, 000.00 per stand of 10' x 6' (min) 

N10. 000.00 per stand of 10' x 1 l'(max)

PATENT

The National Office for Technology Acquisition and Promotion will have a stand to 

advice and give guidelines on patent procurement.

REGISTRATION
For registration contact:

Dr. Akii Ibhadode or Engr. A.C. Igboanugo

Room 105, Department of Production Engineering University of Renin 

Benin City.

Tel: 052- 256361 

E-mail: ibhadode@uniben.edu

Dr. (Mrs.) R.C. Okechukwu 

or Mr. N.P. Pawa National Agency for Science and Engineering Infrastructure (NASENI). Idu 

Industrial Area Abuja.

Tel: 09-5239649 09-5235161 

Fax: 09-5232698 

E-mail: naseru-n vmhotmai] com

OTHER SPONSORS

Federal Ministry of Science and Technology 

University o f Benin 

Edo State Government 

National Office for Technology 

Acquisition and Promotion 

Shell Petroleum Development 

Company-west 

Raw materials Research and 

Development ‘council

mailto:ibhadode@uniben.edu


SEC bans NAMBL from capital market

*  Agriculture leads industrialsiation drive
By Osborne Adi Jnr.

the fact tha t the state, is 
highly endowed with vast 
natural resources and the 
inhabitants are mostly farm­
ers.

Already, the state gov­
ernm ent has opened discus­
sions w ith relevant SMEs 
operators in Pakistan in the 
bid to assist the state with the 
needed technology for the 
take-off o f the programme.

As part o f  a deliberate 
plan to prepare farmers for Gov. A'yame o f  Taraba Stale.

the industrial program m e 
expected to cover the entire 
state, the governm ent has 
purchased 48 tractors to be 
shared three each among the 
16 local governments in the 
state.

G overnor Nyam e who 
spoke against the backdrop 
o f the visit to China by the 
state business delegation, 
said a consortium o f Chinese 
b usin ess  concern  have 
shown interest in harnessing 
the vast wood resource in the

state with the intention o f 
setting up a timber factory.

He reiterated his admin­
istration’s commitment to­
wards industrialisation o f  
Taraba, but was quick to add 
that the governm ent w ill 
only promote the establish­
ment o f  industries but not 
necessarily holding equity 
shares in them.

“What we want to do is 
to create the enabling envi­
ronment and allow the pri­
vate sector take charge o f

running the industries, he 
said.

He also said that there 
are many incentives the state 
governm ent has packaged 
for investors wishing to do 
business' in the state, which 
are capable o f making busi­
ness very cheap and attrac­
tive.

“We can provide the land 
by giving certificate o f occu­
pancy free, provide electric­
ity and other infrastructural 
facilities, that could ease the 
burden from the investors, 
he said.
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State Governor, 
Rev. Jolly Nyame, has 
said that his admin­

istration’s blue print would 
focus on the promotion o f 
sm all and m edium  enter­
prises in the quest for indus­
trialising the state.

Nyame, who spoke in an 
exclusive in terv iew  w ith 
Business Day in Abuja said 
due to the rural nature o f the 
state, the wealth o f the peo­
ple can only effectively be 
mobilised and channelled for 
their own benefit if  economic 
activities are tailored to suit 
their society.

According to him, most 
o f the cottage industries be­
ing planned would be agri­
culturally- based in view of

Taraba poised to boost SMEs

Vice-President Atiku (right), listening to Mr. Abdulfatai Akin Kekere-Ekun, MD o f  Habib Nigeria Bank Limited, who stresses a po in t to the VP at the 
commissioning o f  the B ank’s Coporate Office tagged: “Bashorun M KO Abiola H ouse” recenly in Abuja.

From Bright Ewulu,
in Lagos

over ENPEE Industries Pic 
in its rig h ts  issue o f
222,750,000 ordinary shares 
o f 50k at N 1.58 per share.

The suspended President 
o f  the Nigerian Stock Ex­
change (NSE), Alhaji S.O. 
Razak said the decision o f  
the NSE to dismiss SEC’s di­
rective owe to the fact that 
the matter is already in court.

The NSE President, who 
signalled off trading at the 
Exchange stopped the bro­
kers who had planned to 
boycott trading in solidarity 
with the leadership o f  the 
Exchange who were report­
edly removed from office. 
SEC, pending their compli­
ance to SEC’s directive that 
N SE should return  to its 
original name, Lagos Stock 
Exchange.

Due to the planed boycott 
by the workers trading was

NICON sets up benefits for
travellers’ scheme

N ICO N  Insurance 
co rp o ra tio n  has 
said it now pays 

beneficiaries o f  the travel­
lers’ personal accident insur­
ance schem e (TIPA S) 
N 50 ,000 , up from  the 
N30,00 it previously paid, 
the News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) reports.

Vivien Mbonu, Corpo­
rate Affairs representative of 
NICON, made this known in 
a statement at the on-going 
12th Enugu In te rn a tio n a l 
Trade Fair.

Beneficiaries, who also 
suffer permanent disabilities 
would now receive N50,000 
from NICON, she said, add­
ing: “in the case o f  death o f 
the insured in a motor acci­
dent, the next-of-kin would 
get N 50,000  up from  
N30,000,” Mbonu said.

TIPAS was introduced 
into the Nigeria Insurance 
market by NICON in March 
1993 to “provide succour for 
passengers on in ter-sta te  
trips, drivers and conduc­
tors.”

Those, who have ben­
efited from the scheme in­
clude private firms as well 
as government outfits.

NICON is using the op­
portunity o f the 12lh Enugu 
International Trade Fair to 
promote what it calls.organ­
ised group welfare insurance 
schem e; an o th er un ique 
product, which will soon be 
launched.

NICON, established by 
Act No. 22 of 1969, is wholly 
owned by the Federal Gov­
ernment, and also provides 
insurance and financial serv­
ices to customers.

The Corporation, with a 
capital base o f  N1 billion 
fu lly  p a id  up , has s ta ff

The Securities and Ex­
change Commission 
(SEC) has banned the 

N igerian -A m erican  M er­
chan t Bank L im ited
(NAMBL) from capital mar­
ket activities.

According to SEC, this 
ac tion  stem m ed from  
NAMBL’s failure to comply 
with its decision conveyed to 
it via a letter dated April 2.

SEC w hich com m uni­
cated the suspension via a 
statement signed by its Head 
o f Corporate Affairs, Alhaji 
Illiyasu Dacko stated that the 
issue was instigated by the 
failure o f NAMBL to com­
ply with its 14 day ultima­
tum to honour its underwrit­
ing com m itm ent, w hich 
arose as a result o f the un­
derw riting agreem ent ac­
coun ted  betw een  it and 
ENPEE Industries Ltd.

Dacko disclosed that the 
underwriting agreement was

strength of 13,000 as well as 
a network o f  branches all 
over Nigeria with a central 
office in London.

It is arguably the strong- * 
est insurance company in the 
West A frican Sub-region,

with widespread investment 
in NICON Hotels Ltd., Niger 
Insurance, NAL M erchant 
Bank, N igeria A ssurance 
Bank, Daily Times, NICON 
Trustees Ltd. and Inland 
Containers.

delayed by 45 minutes at the 
NSE.

Analysts agreed that the 
traffic between the NSE and 
SEC is more than predates 
the presen t leadership o f  
SEC, however, most o f  the 
optimism that none o f these 
disagreements has reached 
the present proportions. But 
then  o thers feel tha t the 
democratic dispensation is 
responsible for the recent le­
gal tent o f might.

Suleyman Ndanusa, 
D-GSEC.

Coal Corporation remodels
briquette stove

Kanu Agabi,
S o lid  M in era ls  D eve lo p m en t  
Minister.

The Nigeria Coal Cor­
poration (NCC), has 
rem o d elled  the 

sm okeless coal b riquette  
stove which, according to the 
manufacturers, is environ­
ment friendly and has odour­
less emissions.

The News Agency o f Ni­
geria (NAN) reports that the 
remodelled stove on exhibi­
tion at the NCC stand at the 
12th Enugu In ternational 
Trade Fair, is now sold at 
N 1,400.

The N CC m arketing  
manager, Mr. Samuel Eze, 
said the stove could take four 
smokeless fuel (Briquettes) 
which bum for three hours 
each.

A carton o f  the briquettes 
co n ta in in g  12 cubo ids- 
shaped black briquettes are 
sold as N 160 at the fair.

Sub-bitum inous steam 
coals have been indicated in 
more than 22 coalfields in 
over 13 states o f the country 
with a total o f 639,000 met­

ric tonnes o f proven coal re­
serves or an inferred reserve 
o f about 2.75 billion metric 
tonnes.

There are at present, four 
existing coal m ines -  the 
Okpara and Onyeama un­
derground mines in Enugu 
State, Okaba-Odagbo open 
cast m ine in K ogi and 
Owukpa underground mine 
in Benue
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C ontrary to w idely 
held  nations that 
the im position o f  

certain economic measures 
on Nigeria by the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the World Bank plunged 
the nation’s economy to its 
present predicam ents, the 
Finance M inister, M alam 
A dam u C irom a, has ab ­
solved the two international 
finance institutions o f any 
blame for the country’s prob­
lems, saying that Nigerians 
should rather blame them­
selves.

“There is a lot o f igno­
rance as to the contributions 
o f the IMF and World Bank 
in our econom ic affairs. 
Somehow, m ostly in aca­
demic circles, there is the 
no tion  tha t the IM F and 
World Bank impose policies, 
which are not in the interest

IMF, World Bank not responsible 
for Nigeria’s economic woes - Ciroma

By Ahmed Shekarau

of this country on us. I want 
to say here and now, that this 
notion is absolutely wrong,” 
he affirmed.

Ciroma made the obser­
vation while explaining the 
numerous contributions of 
the World Bank in the intro­
duction and implementation 
o f various economic policies 
that are beneficial to the 
country, at the signing o f  a 
$97 million credit facility for 
com m unity-based poverty 
reduc tion  p ro jec ts  in 12 
states at the w eekend in 
Abuja.

The minister maintained 
that N igeria  is an active

member o f the two institu­
tions, stressing that “what­
ever we do, we as Nigerians 
must accept responsibility 
for our own actions.” There 
is nobody who can impose 
his wishes on Nigeria, the 
minister argued further.

Ciroma affirmed that it is 
in the interest o f the country 
to ensure that it establishes 
“confidence and good rela­
tionship” with the IMF and 
the World Bank. He said the 
two institutions are o f  par­
ticu lar im portance to the 
country because other na­
tions o f the world depend on 
them to form their economic 
opinions or views about Ni-

FANN workers threaten strike action

The senior staff o f Fed­
eral Airports Author­
ity o f Nigeria (FAAN) 

may soon embark on a strike 
action if  the management of 
the Authority fails to pay 
them the arrears o f their new 
salary package for months of 
May and June last year.

Mr. Ndu Gold Ezebuiro, 
Public Relations Officer o f 
FAAN branch o f the associa­
tion told Business Day that 
they want the effective date 
to start from July, instead o f 
May as being proposed by 
management.

He explained  that the 
FAAN management is play­
ing games w ith the staff, 
which makes the workers ap­
prehensive that the unpaid 
salaries may end up in pri-

From Samson Ojo,
in Lagos

vate pockets.
The angry FAAN staff 

had last year petitioned the 
Wages and Salaries Com ­
mission and the Minister o f 
Aviation, Dr. (Mrs.) Kema 
Chikwe on the issue.

The Ministry of Aviation 
was said to have written to 
FAAN management to as­
certain whether the Author­
ity could afford to pay the 
salary. But FAAN manage­
ment was said to have ex­
pressed a non-challant atti­
tude towards the w orkers’ 
demand by deliberately re­
fusing to reply the enquiries 
o f Ministry o f Aviation.

In a c ircu la r to “A ll 
FAAN S ta ff” dated  22 nd

NSE trades 76.9 m illion  
shares

A total o f 76.9 million shares worth N683.9 million 
were traded on the Nigerian Stock Exchange last 
week as against 69.1 m illion shares valued at 

N6,177.7 million and sold in the preceding week.
The transactions pushed up the A ll-Share Index to 

9562.96, a 2.1 per cent rise over the figure in the preceding 
week.

The banking sub-sector was the most active last week 
with a turnover o f 40.7 million shares valued atN308.5 mil­
lion which exchanged in 2915 deals, while the conglomer­
ates came second with 8.8 million shares worth N56.2 mil­
lion.

All the transactions were in the equities as the Federal 
Government Development stocks sector and the industrial 
Loans/Preference stocks sector remained inactive.

Julius Berger Pic, with a price appreciation o f 310k led 
the price gainers last week and closed at N55.1. DN Meyer 
Pic and Lever Brothers followed with a gain o f 280k and 
278k respectively.

The other price gainers included Total Ni. Pic 250k; 
WAPCO Pic 215.k; Longman Nig. Pic 114k; Nig. Brewer­
ies Pic 1051; Guinness Nig. Pic 90kl and Agip 71k.

The price losers were led by Texaco, which sed 150k to 
close at N64.50, followed by Beta glass 94k;Nigerian-Ger- 
man Chemicals 78k; Van Leer 24k and Prestige Assurance 
23k.

Adamu Ciroma, 
Finance Minister.

gen a.
He reiterated that Nige­

rians are capable o f defend­
ing their interests, stressing 
that “it is out o f wisdom and 
not out o f compulsion that 
w e choose to estab lish  
friendly and good relations 
w ith the IMF and W orld 
Bank.”

The minister noted that 
the signing o f the develop­
ment credit facility on pov­
erty reduction in 12 states is 
a good example o f Nigeria’s

“beneficial interaction” with 
the two institutions. He also 
cited  the exam ple o f  the 
Kainji Dam, which he said 
was constructed with an IMF 
loan.

The $97 m illion  or 
N13.1 billion credit facility 
is an in te re s t-free  loan 
g ran ted  for com m unity- 
based  poverty  reduction  
p ro jec ts  in A bia, C ross 
River, Kogi, Benue, Yobe, 
G om be, E k iti, Enugu, 
K ebbi, D elta , O sun and 
Zamfara States. It is repay­
able within 35 years with a 
moratorium o f 10 years. It, 
however, attracts a service 
charge o f 0.75 per cent.

M arch 2001, the FAAN 
branch o f  the Senior Staff 
A ssociation stated certain 
decisions reached sequel to 
their general meeting held a 
few weeks ago.

The text o f the statement 
read, “April 2001 deadline 
for the reversal o f the effec­
tive date o f their new salary 
structure and payment of the 
subsequent two months out­
standing May/June 2000 ar­
rears along with last month’s 
salary.

“Mass protest against de­
duction for National Hous­
ing funds (NHF) Scheme be­
yond March 2001 and fail­
ure to refund the previous 
deductions along with April 
2001 salary; thirdly “promo­
tion o f stagnated staff who 
have been “on bar” for the 
past eleven years and others 
who had been due for pro­
motion since January this 
year.”

The association further 
demand the immediate re­
lease o f  the pending staff 
conditions o f service and re­
solved to defend the sources 
o f  FAAN’s income against 
unscrupulous contractors 
“who are poised” to take 
over our revenue points for 
peanuts.”

T hey vow ed to chase 
away such contractors and 
their agents. Other demands 
o f the association are for the 
d isengagem en t . o f  
Accenture, a management 
consultancy from FAAN’s 
re -en g in eerin g  p rocess. 
They also reject Leadership 
Development Consulting for 
the development o f a career 
path for FAAN because ac­
cording to them '“FAAN is 
being turned into a training 
ground and used as guinea 
pig for experiments by all 
manner o f consultants”. Mr 
Ezebuiro told Business Day 
that “we are interested in 
staff transformation, nothing 
else.”

Shippers boss calls for upgrading of Inland Ports
As the effort by Nigeria 

Shippers Council to 
re-activate the opera­

tions o f inland container ports 
gathers momentum, the Steer­
ing Committee Chairman, 
Kaduna State Shippers Asso­
ciation, Mr. Steve Amadi, has 
pointed out that the only way 
to effectively operate dry ports 
is to dump the 1999 port re­
forms report and upgrade the 
inland container depots to the 
states o f dry ports.

Mr. Amadi, who noted 
that the patronage o f hinter­
land port was crucial to the 
survival o f the sea port busi­
ness ca lled  on all the 
stakeholders to recognise the 
mutual benefit and interde­
pendence between coastal and 
hinterland, adding that the 
dual operation of sea ports and 
dry ports will complement 
one another.

He said the 1996 ports re­
forms had negatively affected 
the operations o f inland con­
tainer depots as incidences of 
clearing containers very close 
to the shippers which is the 
paramount benefit of inland 
container depots (ICD) have 
been checked by the supposed 
reform.

The northern-based ship­
ping group lamented that a 
situation where shippers are 
required to pay duties, obtain 
CRI and process the release 
o f their container at the sea 
ports instead of ICDS is det-

From Ibrahim Ka-Almasih,
in Kaduna

rimental to shipping business 
in the hinterland and the north 
as a whole.

Mr. Amadi, who is also 
the Managing Director/Chair­
m an B oard o f  D irectors 
CRISP International Limited, 
Kaduna, a freight forwarding 
company, explained further 
that lack of legal instrument 
backing up the operations of 
such companies had been the 
hindrance to the operation of 
the ICD.

Other considerable fac­
tors, he said include what he 
called unnecessary charges, 
adding that although the ship­
ping companies collect all 
their charges at the including 
container deposit o f between 
N60,000 to N 100,000.00, fi­
nal release is still mandatory 
at the ICDs with additional
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Isa Yuguda,
Minister o f  State fo r  Transport

charges which could not be 
convincingly explained.

He said, however, that 
clearing of containers through 
the system was more complex 
than direct clearance at the 
seaport, because of double in­
cidence o f clearance as all 
containers had to pass through 
the same clearing process for 
direct release before final re­
lease to the consignees at the 
ICNL depot.

Mr. Amadi said that if the 
concept o f the dry port was 
well understood, the estab­
lishment of Inland Containers 
Port would reduce the frustra­
tion, port congestion and has­
sles experienced by hinterland 
shippers, translating into tre­
mendous advantage which 
would include provision of 
door to door service, for ship 
pers, exporters of goods.

Meanwhile, the Kaduna 
State Shippers -Association 
has agreed to seek the audi­
ence o f the Vice-President, 
Minister of Transport, and the 
Kaduna State Governor on the 
need for total overhaul o f In­
land Containers Depots at the 
hinterland, particularly  in 
Kaduna State where there is 
an existing infrastructure on 
ground, instead of construct­
ing new ones.

The position paper was 
signed by the Steering Com 
mittee Chairman, Mr. Steve 
Amadi and the secretary, Mr. 
Olugbenga Jatau.

Exchange rates for W orld currencies 
agalKst T.JS dollar as at April 23

Euro
Japanese Yen 
British Pound 
Swiss Franc 
Austrian Schilling 
Belgian Franc 
Danish Crown 
Dutch Guilder 
Finnish Markka 
French Franc 
German Mark 
Greek Drachma 
Irish Punt 
Italian Lire 
Norwegian Crown 
Portuguese Escudo 
Spanish Peseta 
Swedish Crown 
Australian Dollar 
Brazilian Real 
Canadian Dollar 
Hong Kong Dollar 
Mexican Peso 
Russian Rouble 
Singapore Dollar 
South African Rand

CURRENT
0.9002
121.9
1.4404
-1.7006
15.2807
44.797
8.2861
2.4472
6.6027
7.2844
2.1719
378.4
1.1428
2150.22
9.0486
222.63
184.77
10.146
0.5055
2.229
1.5484
7.7988
9.385
28.849
1.8097
8.1682

HIGH
0.9082
122.53
1.4473
1.7027
15.3028
4.862
8.3
2.4507
6.6122
7.2949
2.1751
378.95 
1.1527 
2153.33 
9.0622
222.96 
185.04 
10.1588 
0.5195 
2.234 
1.5496 
7.7992 
9.411 
28.878 
1.814 
8.19

LOW
0.8991
121.44
1.4383
1.686
15.1579
44.437
8.2141
2.4275
6.5496
7.2258
2.1545
375.36
1.1417
2132.93
8.9796
220.84 
183.28 
10.019 
0.504 
2.23 
1.543 
7.7992 
9.384
28.84 
1.8091 
8.1455
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Dredging of River Niger will 

enhance tourism - Maduekwe

The on-going dredging 
o f  the Lower River 
Niger is expected to 

open Nigeria’s inland water­
ways to international tourists 
as well as foreign entrepre­
neurs hoping to do business 
in the country’s hinterland, 
the M inister o f  Transport, 
C hief Ojo M aduekwe has 
said.

The minister said when 
he received in audience a 
business delegation from the 
Netherlands in his office in 
Abuja, that the dredging of 
the river is “extremely” im­
portant to the present admin­
istration.

Maduekwe noted that it 
will make the country acces­
sible to investors and busi­
nessm en from  the w hole 
world and make Nigerians 
have easy access-to products 
o f  o ther countries o f  the 
world.

By Ahmed Shekarau

He urged members o f the 
Dutch business delegation to 
avail themselves o f the abun­
dant investment opportuni­
ties in various sectors o f the 
Nigerian economy, stressing 
that the present investment 
clim ate in the country is 
open to foreign investments. 
He said the on-going priva­
tization programme in N i­
geria is “a no-horse-barred 
privatisation”.

Responding to a question 
by a member of the Dutch 
business team on Nigeria’s 
cabotage law, the minister 
noted that in accordance 
with the nation’s new demo­
cratic culture, the National 
Assembly is conducting a 
public hearing on the mat­
ter with a view to reviewing 
the situation.

M aduekw e exp la ined

further that: “Cabotage is 
the big buzz word now in 
N igeria ,” adding that the 
government is very cautious 
in handling the issue.

He noted that Nigerians 
differ on whether or not to 
ab o lish  the law. “W hile 

people w ant us to

Ojo Maduekwe,
Transport Minister.

adopt cabotage culture, oth­
ers believe we should look

NIPR advised to help carve 
better image for Nigeria

M r. Bobo Brown, 
Public  A ffairs 
M anager o f  the 

East operations of the Shell 
P e tro leum  D evelopm ent 
C om pany (SPD C ), has 
called on public relations 
practitioners in the country 
to join hands with the gov­
ernm ent to carve a better 
image for the country.

Speaking at a national 
conference o f Nigerian Insti­
tu te  o f  Public  R ela tions 
(NIPR) in Port Harcourt, 
Brown said that Nigeria had 
been having an image prob­
lem.

“The crushing poverty 
and manifest injustice in our 
society has deprived most 
Nigerians o f  basic dignity,

Brown said that time had 
come for all public relations 
practitioners to intervene 
with a view to polishing the 
battered image o f the coun­
try.

He said that profession­
als often suffered most when 
a country had an image prob­
lem, adding that the situa­
tion was made worse by the 
pervading atmosphere of in­
stability in the country.

He said that worsening 
problems among the popu­
lace, com pounded by the 
poor state o f  the economy, 
could threaten dem ocracy 
and people in government to 
tackle the nation’s problems

Jerry Gana,
In fo rm a tio n  & N a tio n a l  
Orientation Minister. 
resulting in an image crisis 
for the entire country,” he 
said.

decisively. Brown told the 
NIPR members to seize the 
opportunity o f  the confer­
ence to forge a new vision 
for the country.

“Such a vision should be 
to make the NIPR relevant 
to society by mobilizing na­
tional attention on the root 
causes of our problems,” he 
said.

He said that the NIPR 
had an important role to play 
in the effort to build  the 
country and urged the mem­
bers to live up to expecta­
tion, because the institute 
could not afford to fail in the 
effort to sustain democracy 
and develop the country.

Zambia to export power to Namibia

Z am bia has signed 

a c o n tra c t  to  

ex p o rt p o w er to 

N am ibia from  its victoria 

Falls H ydropow er Station, 

th e  t im e s  o f  Z a m b ia  

reported.
The new spaper said the 

contract, signed on M on­

day , in v o lv e d  th e  

upgrading o f  a pow er line 

to  m ak e  th e  e x p o r t 

possible.

The project w ould cost 

16 m illion  dollars (N208 

m illion), to be funded by 
the A frican D evelopm ent 

B an k  and  D e v e lo p m e n t

B ank o f  South A frica, the 

report said.

Z am bia’s D eputy  E n ­

ergy M inister, C elestino  

C hibam ba w as quoted as 

saying at the signing cer­

e m o n y  th a t th e  p ro je c t 
w o u ld  go in to o p e ra tio n  

n e x t y e a r  a f te r  the  

fm alisation o f  all logistic 

requirem ents by  .both gov­

ernm ents. '

Z a m b ia  h a d  se v e ra l 

la rg e -sc a le  h y d ro p o w er 

stations, w ith a sufficient 

pow er pool for export to its 

neighbours, said the paper.

at it critically from our own 
background.”

He said central to the is­
sue is the government’s ef­
forts to revive the shipping 
industry, w hich has been 
comatose for years, noting 
that “the National Assembly 
is providing a very strategic 
culture through the public 
hearing.”

In h is re sp o n se , the 
leader of the delegation, who 
is also Netherlands’ Ambas­
sador to Nigeria, assured the 
minister that the Dutch busi­
ness delegation will scout for 
many investment opportuni­
ties in the country, particu­
larly in the transport sector.

O ther m em bers o f  the 
team include the Dutch Min­
ister o f  Foreign Trade, as 
w ell as representatives o f  
several D utch com panies 
such as A m sterdam  Port 
Consultants and Hasconing 
Engineers Ltd.

Kuwait to shutdown refinery for 35 days

Kuwait plans a total 
shu tdow n at its 
Shuaiba refinery for 

35 days as from April 28 for 
general repairs to eventually 
lift output to the design ca­
pacity o f 195,000 BPD from 
a current 120,000 BPD, an 
industry source said.

“This is a general repair 
plan which could cost over 
a million dinaps ($3.3 mil­
lion) and is expected to re­
store the refinery to a new 
standard to meet its design 
capacity,” an oil industry 
executive familiar with the 
repairs said.

The executive said the 
plant, the smallest o f  three 
dom estic  re fin e rie s , had 
been  run n in g  at around
120,000 barrels per day 
(BPD) in recent months.

“There are problems at 
area eight, one o f the units

is not operating well but af­
ter the repair work, it will 
come back to its fully capac­
ity and all the vessels will be 
open,” he added.

“The repair work is also 
aimed at avoiding (future) 
accidents”, he said o f  the re­
finery which was hit by an 
ex p losion  last y ea r tha t 
killed two Kuwaiti workers.

Shuaiba operations were 
not affected by the blast but 
the country’s largest refinery, 
the 450,000 BPD Ahmadi, 
was forced to close down in 
June when six people were 
killed in a huge explosion. 
It is now operating at around
285.000 BPD.

W hile M ina A bdullah
refinery has a capacity o f
285.000 BPD, Asian m ar­
kets are the main customers 
for Kuwaiti products.

Australia rejects Shell bid to control 
leading resources company

The Australian govern­
m ent yeste rd ay  
b locked  the Royal 

Dutch Shell Group’s bid for 
Australia’s Woodside Shell’s 
10 billion-Australian dollar 
(N650 m illion). O ffer for 
W oodside raised concerns 
about the operation and mar­
keting of Australia’s North- 
West Shelf (NW S) energy 
project, federal treasurer Pe­
ter Costello said.

“After long and careful 
deliberations I have today 
made orders under the for­
eign acquisition and take­
overs act prohibiting Shell 
from acquiring a substantial 
shareholding in W oodside 
w hich  w ould  resu lt in a 
change in con tro l o f  
W oodside,” C ostello  to ld

Ron Van Den Berg,
Shell MD.

journalists.
From small beginnings 

in the mid-1950s, Woodside 
has developed into a leading 
Australian company as an oil

and gas explorer, developer 
and producer.

The NW S project was 
Australia’s largest developed 
energy resource project and 
had been pioneered by Aus­
tralians through Woodside, 
although overseas capital 
had helped in its develop­
ment.

Costello said while Aus­
tralia welcomed foreign in­
vestment and had a liberal 
foreign investment policy, he 
had to consider the future of 
the NWS project.

“Woodside is the opera­
tor o f  the project and it is in 
the national interest o f  Aus­
tralia that the project be de­
veloped to its full capacity 
and that Australia’s export 
sales from  the NW S are 
maximized,” he said.

(L-R) President Obasanjo, Mr. David Fokerts-Landau, Chairman and ChiefKola Daisi, Secretary o f  Presidential 
Adversory Council during the Council’s  inauguration at the Presidential Villa, Abuja recently.

Kenya’s expenditure on imports hits 1.6bn Shillings

Kenya’s bill for importing 
cereals rose to 1.6 
billion shillings (N27.8 

billion) in 2000, up from 1 bil­
lion shillings (N17.3 billion) in 
1999, the East African Stand- 
a r^ ie w sg a g e rre g o rte ^ e s te ^

day.
K enya, an agricultural 

country, is currently a net im­
porter o f basic foods such as 
wheat, rice, maize and sugar, 
and it used about 333 million 
d o U ^ N 4 ^ ^ il l io n ^ iM 9 9 ^

to impot such commodities.
The Central Bank of Kenya 

was quoted as saying recently 
that this huge expenditure is not 
sustainable in the long term, 
particularly in the light of the 
country’s current tight fiscal 
constraints.



Mrs Obasanjo (centre) sitting with wives o f Governors, including Mrs Haruna 
(2nd Right)
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ADAMAWA STATE HOSTS FIRST LADY

Front seat (L-R) Gov Boni Haruna, Mrs Obasanjo, Mrs Atiku and Mrs Haruna

The first Lady, Mrs Stella Obasanjo, paid a two day official visit to Adamawa State early 
this month where she, among other things, attended the launching of the pet programme 

of the wife of the State Governor, Mrs. Zainab Boni Haruna, known as the Rural Empowerment 
Acceleration Programme (REAP). These pictures captured the august visit.

In a jolly mood: Mrs Atiku receives Mrs Obasanjo while Gov Haruna and his wife as 
well as Chief (Mrs) Titi Ajanaku, Special Adviser (on Women Affairs) to President 
Obasanjo and other dignitearies look on.

Mrs Obasanjo Commissioning the secretariat o f  REAP as Mrs Haruna holds the tape 
on her right

Gov Haruna (2nd Right) talking to Mrs Obasanjo while his wife Is' left, President o f  
NCWS Hajia Zainab Maina (2’,d left), Mrs Atiku and Chief (Mrs) Ajanaku look on.

Mrs Obasanjo, flanked by Gov Boni Haruna and his wife, being welcomed by children 
at the Yola Airport

Mrs Stella OBasanjo delivering her address at the launching o f REAP Mrs Zainab Boni Haruna delivering her addres at the launching o f  
REAP in Yola

Front seat (L-R) Mrs Obasanjo, Mrs Atiku, Mrs Haruna, Deputy Governor Bello Tukur 
Chief (Mrs) Ajanaku



Star Feature

The art of weaving
By Tadaferua Ujorha

beauty in its various forms. This ‘eye’ 
would actually view the cloth in its fin­
ished form long before the threads are 
united on the loom. Finer skills are re­
quired to ensure that each thread is skil-

cedents stretching to the beginnings of the 
first human communities upon the planet. 
Our source implied that it takes her about 
a week to weave a length of cloth. This is 
so, especially if she is not disturbed or 
distracted in any way. To many of the 
women at Bida, weaving is done using

the method employed by their forebears 
which is in the form of a wopden loom, 
in front of which the weaver sits and gen­
tly coaxes the thread, to unite and yield a 
variety of colours. The loom is almost 
noiseless as it unfolds yard after yard of 
splendid cloth.
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{Bida:
A t Bida there are numerous 

guilds and groups of artisans, 
and it is difficult to discuss 

Bida, this mobile cultural capital of the 
Nupe speaking people, w ithout 
considering these guilds or groups of 

^ artisans, and the activities of each.
The abundance of talent in man, to­

gether with the sheer wealth o f the 
physical environment seems to have 
resulted in the preponderance of these 
groups of artisans at Bida, and you en­
counter them at every turn. These may 
be blacksmiths, or brass smiths, or the 
weavers of Bida, who are almost eter­
nally busy at their looms.

The physical growth of Bida town is 
closely related to the presence of these 
guilds which have expanded over a pe­
riod of time and attracted a vast clien­
tele in the process, while also provid­
ing jobs for many. These guilds also 
have a coterie of officials who are clas­
sified as leaders of the various bodies.

Thus, there'is a sense in which one 
can view Bida as classical example of 
how guilds of craftsmen played a pow­
erful, though subtle role, in the growth 
and development of a community.

The weavers of Bida are one such 
group which has a subtle but vital in­
fluence in the community. A source who 
would not like to give her name opined 
that weaving requires a lot of patience, 
the power of concentration, and also an 
eye for beauty and detail. The traditional 
loom stands in a comer both neutral and 
involved. The lady working at the loom

A woman at the loom

places a series of colours side by side, 
or conveniently mixed and after days 
of working at the loom, the colours unite 
and the cloth can be removed from the 
loom in its complete form.

The art of weaving calls for an eye 
which can perceive the splendour of

A nother woman busy at the loom Pix by Felix Onigbinde

fully kept in its proper place, such that t .
in the process of weaving there would I  h e  a r t  O j W C Q V lttg  C Q tlS  J O T  O il € y €  W f t tC n  C Q il
only be an harmonious unfolding o f p e r c e j v e  f h e  S p l e n d o u r  O f  b C O U tV  i n  I tS  V a H o U S
m lm iro  •

At Bida, the weav- forms. This 'eye ’ would actually view the cloth in I 
ers are principally  f i n l s h e ( ]  f o r m  / „ „ „  before the threads are
women. It is essen- J
tially a feminine ac- united on the loom. Finer skills are required to
ambience"of6 their ensure that each thread is skilfully kept in its
various homes, they proper place, such that in the process of weavingl
produce colours of a . .  •  .  » . ** • *»
lofty kind which be- t h e r e  w o u l d  o n l y  b e  a n  h a r m o n i o u s  u n f o l d i n g  o f
come fine illustrations COl-OUrS . **

on the cloths 
w hich they are 
forming.

The art o f 
weaving is an an­
cient trad ition , 
which has ante-
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‘Hustlers’invade Abuja night life
is 6:15 p.m . on a Friday. A  ^  A u s tin e  O d o  down. I never spoke to a m an and could make her father receive based in brothels, spread aro
1X1 stops by  the W use Zone _______________    b e fo re , a n d  I d e s n is e d  m v  m anv v isito rs i f  sh e  nlaned an the satellite villages arnnriH Ah

t is 6:15 p.m . on a Friday. A 
taxi stops by the W use Zone 
.4 com er shop. Four girls in 

their 20s, w ell-dressed and well 
perfum ed, alight and m ake their 
w ay  in to  a nearby  restauran t. 
Seconds later, another set arrive, 
and head for a hidden restaurant 
ju s t by the road. A nd in another 
m inute, m ore arrive. You w ould 
th in k  they  w ere  com ing  fo r a 
party. I t’s no party, at least in the 
sen se  o n e  k n o w s o f  a party , 
w here a particu lar celebration  
takes place. These girls, m ost o f  
w ho appear decent, and speak 
im peccable English, as I later 
d is c o v e re d , h a v e  c o m e  to 
“hustle” fo r m en. They w ould 
hang around restaurants, cafes, 
or bars till dusk, w hen night life 
begins. The approach o f  dusk is 
the approach o f  cash. Then, their 
patrons, after the d ay ’s job , go 
out to  relax, drink and select any 
‘beauty’ they behold. They come 
in different shapes, complexions, 
d ressings and sty les. W hat is 
c o m m o n  a m o n g s t th e m , 
however, is that they are all after 
cash. Not ju st cash, but real cash. 
T h ey  h u n t fo r  it, as lo n g  as 
n e c e ssa ry , ev e n  i f  it m ean s 
hanging out till dawn.

M y friend, D aniel gave m e a 
first hand experience the other 
night. He had w alked up to a girl, 
and I listened to  their conversa­
tion after a drink.

“Hi,” Daniel had called, “what 
is your nam e?”

“Linda,” cam e the reply.
“ I feel like getting  closer,” 

said Daniel.
“ W here do you stay?” en- 

quirecLLinda.
“W use Zone 6.”
“I take N 3000 for a night,”
“ I w ill give you N 1000.” 
“Not m y type,” replied Linda, 

and she walked away. Daniel and 
I looked at each o ther obviously 
asham ed. W hat am azed me was 
L inda’s lack o f  appreciation for 
the drinks and chicken w hich she 
had m ade m y friend to buy. She 
consum ed them  and shunned my 
friend.

M om en ts  la ter, a L inco ln  
navigator jeep  cruised  by, and 
after a few seconds o f  silent ne­
gotiation w ith the elderly occu­
pant, the door opened and Linda 
w as driven away.

Z one 4 is not the only haven 
for the hustlers. In o ther places 
such as W use Z one 6 junction , 
A rea 11, and  m ost h igh-brow  
areas, the girls hang out, putting 
some heat into night life. In many 
high-brow  hotels, scores o f  gor­
g e o u s ly  d re sse d  la d ie s  h o ld  
sway, som e even pose as very 
successful business w om en, and

you w ould  take them  fo r the ir 
words. The interesting thing is that 
they are highly patronised by the 
rich, or so it seem s, as they com e 
in flashy cars. T heir patrons are 
not ju s t youths. They include the 
elderly and highly-placed, whom  
one w ould expect to be responsi­
b ly  m arried and com fortable.

You could see them hanging by 
phone boo ths, m aking  endless 
phone calls, especially  late in the

dow n. I never spoke to  a m an 
b e fo re , a n d  I d e s p is e d  m y 
friends w ho did it. Things got 
so bad  for us, at a stage I al­
m ost com m itted  suicide. One 
day my friend invited me for her 
birthday party and she convinced 
m e to go hom e w ith a m an. I 
returned w ith N5000, and it has 
been so afterw ards.”

C lara becam e philosophical 
w hen I asked how  she thinks 
this lifestyle w ould affect her in 
the long run, and she quoted

and could make her father receive 
m any visitors i f  she p laced an 
advert for her m arriage. She says 
she has no regrets for being an 
escort, w hich she prefers to be 
called.

“I agreed to speak w ith you 
for reasons best know n to me. I 
have no regrets being an escort. I 
have m any testim onies to give. I 
am happy the w ay I am. I feed 
m yself, clo the m yself, nobody 
does it for m e,” she said.

Though their claims to tertiary

An artist’s impression o f a popular junction in Abuja

evenings. They m ove in pairs, or Shakespeare;
groups o f  three and four. In some 
cases, those w ho choose, render 
ancillary services in pubs or res­
taurants, not for any regular pay, 
but to use such places as rendez­
vous for their patrons.

T h ey  a re  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  
cheap, and o f  m ost them  are not. 
Clara, a lady o f  about 22 years, 
appeared so com ely that I w on­
dered about her. A part from  be­
ing  an  u n d e r-g rad u a te , C lara  
could pass for a beauty-queen.

“M y brother, you see, I agree 
w ith Shakespeare, that life is but 
a walking shadow, a poor player, 
that struts and frets his hour upon 
the stage. It is like a story, told 
by an idiot, fu l l  o f  sound and  
fury, signifying nothing. ”

She disclosed w hile alm ost 
fighting back tears, that she had 
resigned herse lf to  fate.

“ I n e v e r  th o u g h t o f  th is  
l i fe s ty le , n ev er. I c a n ’t ju s t  
im agine m y se lf,... but I have to

She did not hesitate to express 
h e rse lf  w hen I conversed w ith 
her.

“All that glitters is not gold ,” 
she told me, “ I thought life was a 
bed o f  roses until I lost m y dad 
w hen I w as in m y 200 level. He 
w as m y everything. I had no boy 
f r ie n d , m y  m o th e r  d o e s  n o t 
w ork. Everything turned upside

com plete m y studies, anyhow.” I 
am  h o p in g  to  r o u n d - o f f  m y  
degree program m e by next year, 
and i f  possible, settle dow n for 
m arriage.”

A sked how she copes w ith the 
possibility o f  being H IV  infected, 
she declined com m ent.

E dna is no t as beau tifu l as 
Clara, but she is already a graduate

Aliyu Yahaya

e d u c a t io n  c o u ld  n o t be  
in d e p e n d e n tly  v e r if ie d , th e ir  
ex p ress io n s  and  co m p o rtm en t 
confirm ed it. But w hile it can be 
s a id  th a t  so m e  e n te re d  th e  
business by accident, some appear 
to have sold their souls to it. Their 
sp e e c h , g a it, an d  m a n n e rism  
c learly  show  th a t they  are the 
"A kpruka” type. Such w om en 
are unrefined and could be very 
rude and unfriendly.

While there is a class that live 
in d e c e n tly  ren ted

“There are some that have become so immersed in the business 
that only a special miracle can dislodge them from it. And while 
some would gladly consider marriage in the long run, others 
have vowed to remain as they are rather than venture into it, 
probably due to a past failed experience.
One thing appears certain, the fear o f  HIV/AIDS infection is 
secondary to them. In fact, to some, such fear do not exist. They 
have a general belief that one is destined to die anyway, and 
whichever way it comes does not matter. ”

a cco m m o d a tio n  (c o u rte sy  o f  
num erous sugar daddies), some 
live in groups o f four and five in 
m a k e -sh if t ap a rtm e n ts  in the 
suburbs such as Kubwa, Lugbe, 
N y an y a . Som e o p e ra te  from  
fam ily  hom es o r r e la t iv e s ’ 
residences, w hile o thers squat 
with friends.

Yet, there are som e that are

based in brothels, spread around 
the satellite villages around Abuja.

Com ing to Abuja is coming to 
m ak e  m o n e y  b y  a n y  m e a n s , 
provided it does not involve killing, 
stealing or duping, according u 
Sandra, who said she escaped 
S h a ria  r io t  in  T u d u n  W ada, 
K aduna to  re locate  to  N yanya 
w here she operates in a brothel 
Sandra speaks Pidgin English.

“I  don tey fo r  this work o. /  
g et husband before, but e dex 
suffer me, and money, e no get. I 
dey see other girls de wear better 
better clothes. I  hear say them de 
work fo r  Kaduna, na im I  folio*  
my friend, Endurance when she 
come do Christmas fo r  village.

That w as several years ago 
Today, Sandra says she can boa.'! 
o f  a four-room  apartm ent in he* 
village, a m otor-bike which she 
h ire s  o u t fo r  O kada , and  a 
provision store, all in her home in 
one o f  the N orth-C entral States.

W hy th en , in sp ite  o f  th is 
investm ent, does she still keep a 
life in the brothel and hustles for 
m en at night?

“M ister man, e don do for you 
o, no be say you put m edicine for 
mouth. Wetin you de ask this, you 
de ask that?” she retorted.

A da hustles m ainly in Wuse 
Z o n e  6. S he s tay s  in  K ubw a 
village. By 6:00 p.m. every day  
she is already by the W use market, 
w aiting for nightfall.

“ I w as deported ,” she said, 
“and no one know s how  I live. I 
used to take a good care o f  m> 
people till I was deported, now. 
w hat do you expect m e to do?"

The general excuse among the 
ladies revolves round economic 
hardship.

T here  are  som e th a t have 
b e c o m e  so  im m e rs e d  in  the 
b u s in e s s  th a t  o n ly  a  spec ia l 
m iracle  can  d islodge th em  from 
it. And while some would gladK 
consider marriage in the long run. 
others have vowed to remain as 
they are rather than venture into 
it, probably due to a past failed 
experience.

One thing appears certain, the 
fear o f  H IV /A ID S infection » 
se c o n d a ry  to them . In fact, i< 
some, such fear does not exist 
They have a general belief that o« 
is destined to die anyway, an< 
whichever way it comes does no 
matter.

But the threat posed to the li\ c 
o f these Nigerians by HIV/AIDS are 
the social stigma that accompam 
their business is by extension M 
epitome o f the threat and stigma o 
the economic slavery which has he* 
many Nigerians spell bound.

Austine Odo works with Daih 
Trust, Abuja.
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Nigeria intensifies internal 
security m echanism

f l  ^ he F e d e ra l 
I  G o v ern m en t has 

UL m ap p ed  ou t 
rategies to checkmate any 
ivasion o f  N ig e r ia , by 
tionals o f  ne ig b o u rin g  
untries who pose security 
feats to lives and property 
the country.
An o ff ic ia l  o f  the  

inistry o f  Internal Affairs 
d the N ew s A gency o f  
geria (N A N ) in  A bu ja  
sterday that “although, 
vem m ent is adhering to 

ECOWAS protocols on 
:e m ovem ent o f  people, 
ods and services, it will 
I treat the security o f  its 
izens and their property 
htly.” The source said 
it the incursion o f  some 
ndarmes and bandits from 
ig b o u rin g  C a m e ro o n ,

Chad and Niger Republics 
in to  N ig e ria  w as g iv in g  
governm ent great concern 
and its internal security and 
the welfare o f  its citizens.

“ A ll n e c e s sa ry
diplomatic steps and other 
se c u r ity  m o n ito r in g  
mechanisms have been put 
in place to address the issue, 
so that our people are not 
subjected to ill-treatment by 
other nationals,” the official 
stressed.

H e sa id  a lso  th a t 
governm ent was currently 
making efforts to intensify 
a ir, la n d  an d  sea 
surveillance o f  the country’s 
borders. “M odern  border 
patrol vehicles, m onitoring 
an d  c o m m u n ic a tio n  
equipments and offices, will 
be provided in areas where

th e y  a re  la c k in g , he 
stressed.

“ G o v e rn m e n t is 
c u rre n tly  e q u ip p in g  the  
Im m igration and Custom s 
Services to reinforce their 
capability to w ithstand any 
threat to N igeria’s borders,” 
he added.

The source also said that 
EC O W A S m em b er- 
c o u n tr ie s  h ad  b een  
sensitized to ensure that the 
organisation’s treaties were 
n o t in d is c r im in a te ly  
violates by their citizens.

R e c e n tly , h o rd e s  o f  
nationals and other illegal 
im m ig ra n ts  b e s ie g e d  
Nigeria to seek refuge and 
succour from their famine- 
ravaged  coun tries posing  
incalculable risk to lives and 
properties.

ptroller General o f  N igeria Im m igration Service, Lady Uzomaka C. Nwuizu chatting with Director, 
nning, Research & Statistics, Mr. Deji Omotade during the Nigeria Immigration Service conference on 
o-Economic D evelopm ent o f  the Nation in Abuja ... yesterday.__________________Pix: Felix Onigbinde

mergence of democracy not 
lufficient for rule of law -  Anyim

<he Senate President, 
Dr. Ayim Pius Anyim, 
has cau tioned  tha t 
em ergence o f  a 

aocratic regim e is not 
ificient for the observance 

fthe rule of law.
Speaking at the opening 

rem ony o f  the B ritish / 
gerian law week in Abuja, 

number one lawmaker 
1 the collective function of 

: bar, bench, the legislators 
the law en fo rcem en t, 

its is necessary to make 
f meaningful, effective and 
vant.
“Building a country that 

i fair to all citizens is the 
eatest challenge o f  our 
nocracy,” he said.
Senator Anyim also said 

t can only talk of the rule of 
in a democratic system 

tiich is not the case with 
Military regimes, where the 

istitution is deliberately

|fiy Musa Aliyu |

suspended, court jurisdiction 
ousted and the rule o f  law 
denied.

He fu r th e r  d e sc rib e d  
m ili ta ry  re g im e s  as the  
product o f  illegitim acy that 
only legalise their activities 
after assum ption o f  power, 
in aberration o f  the normal

Chie^ius^ingin^

process.
Recourse to justice can 

only be adequately attained 
in an enab ling  am biance 
that upholds the rule o f law 
w h ich  i f  h in d e re d  by 
poverty or illiteracy makes 
it m e a n in g le s s , he 
concluded.

In  a re la te d  
developm ent, the M inister 
for Justice  and A ttorney- 
General o f  the Federation, 
Chief Bola Ige was called for 
su p p o rt in  the  
im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  
refo rm s in the c o u n try ’s 
legal system.

Giving an address also 
at the opening cerem ony, 
C h ie f  Ige c o n s id e rs  
Britain’s role as very crucial 
in the th re e -y e a r refo rm  
expected to reposition the 
rule o f  law in Nigeria.

He argued that they are 
n ecessa ry  bu t can n o t be 
su sta ined  by the F ederal 
M inistry o f  Justice.

In a week, residents of 
Rivers States expect the 
te s t-ru n n in g  o f  the 

Rivers State’s multi-billion- 
naira gas turbine project, 
G overno r P e te r O dili 
announced, also that the 
project was under serious 
threat.

Odili told residents of 
Afam, near Port Harcourt at 
the w eekend  w hen he 
disclosed that government 
had uncovered  p lans by 
some people to blow up the 
turbine.

“Those behind the plot 
have been holding secret 
nocturnal meetings on how 
to use explosives to blow up 
the gas line to the gas 
turbine,” Odili said. He said 
the people behind the plot 
w ere apparen tly
disappointed that the project 
d id  no t fa il as they

Odili commissions multi­
billion naira gas turbine

anticipated.
“No amount o f sabotage 

w ill stop  the gas tu rb in e  
projects because the God we 
worship is a living God,” the 
N ew s A gency  o f  N ig e ria  
(NAN) quotes the governor as 
saying.

D escrib ing  the p lo t as 
dev ilish , O dili reassu red  
people o f  the state that his 
administration was committed 
to extending electricity to all 
parts o f  the state as earlier 
promised.

He said  that P residen t 
Olusegun Obasanjo had been 
du ly  in fo rm ed  o f  the 
“u nhealthy” developm ent, 
no ting  tha t the F ederal 
G overnm ent had  g iven  
assurances to assist the state.

Gov. admits federal 
presence in Kaduna

Even as criticisms of 
marginalisation and 
neglect against the 

Federal Government are loud 
in some states, Governor 
Ahmed Makarfi o f Kaduna 
s ta te , at the w eekend, 
declared that the Federal 
Government had done a lot 
to develop the state.

Receiving the Minister 
o f  S tate  fo r W orks and 
H ousing , Mr. G arba A li 
Madaki in Kaduna, Makarfi 
said  he w as “h igh ly  
appreciative” o f the efforts 
the Federal Government had 
so far made to develop the 
state

The governor stated that 
the Federal Government was 
ex ecu ting  p ro jec ts  tha t 
would help to improve the lot 
o f  the people, and that he 
w as sa tis fied  th a t th e ir  
impact was being felt more 
in the areas o f  road  
co n stru c tio n  and
rehabilitation.

“The F ederal
G overnm ent has shown a 
genuine desire to develop 
Kaduna state,” he stated, 
adding that he was happy 
that m ost o f  the projects 
were nearing completion.

“We have received fair 
treatment in the citing and 
execution o f projects from 
the federal authorities,” the 
governor stated and asked 
the minister to convey the 
a p p rec ia tio n  o f  the 
government and people of 
Kaduna state to President 
Olusegun Obasanjo.

Makarfi, however, said 
that his commendation o f the 
government did not mean 
that he would not criticize it 
i f  it fo rm ula ted  or 
im plem ented  p o lic ies or 
programmes which did not 
favour the state, adding “for 
me to criticize, I must have 
something concrete to fall 
back on.”

He stated that he would

take firm steps to ensure that 
the peop le  o f  the  sta te  
eschewed violence and live 
peacefully with one another so 
that the state would witness 
rapid socio-economic growth.

Earlier, the minister had 
said he was in the state to 
monitor the progress o f work 
on federal road projects, and 
that the idea was to ensure that 
he was not fed with wrong 
information by the ministry’s 
field staff.

Ali said he was impressed 
w ith  the e ffo rt the  sta te  
government was making to 
resto re  peace in the area, 
adding that its decision to 
continue drumming into the 
ears o f the people, the need to 
live p eace fu lly  w ith  one 
another, was a step in the right 
direction.

President Obasanjo

On April 6, Odili told Rivers 
state leaders o f though that 
te s t-ru n n in g  o f  the gas 
turbines would start by the 
middle o f April.

He said that the whole o f 
Eleme, Khana, Gokana, Tai 
and Okrika local government 
areas o f the state would enjoy 
electricity from the turbines 
by end o f April.

R ivers s ta te , one o f  
Nigeria’s industrial hub has 
one o f  the w orst cases o f 
power outages in the country, 
fo rc ing  the O dili 
administration to announce 
plans to dump NEPA. Sources 
to ld  NAN tha t the 
management of NEPA had not 
been at ease since the Rivers 
government embarked on the 
gas turbine project.

W hen co n tac ted , 
dependable source said that 
the authority was still in the 
dark “as to how the Rivers 
state government wants to 
provide its electricity to the 
people.”

Rivers warns trouble-making youths

The R ivers S tate 
governm ent has 
vow ed tha t it w ill 

descend heavily on youths 
formenting trouble in various 
communities in the state.

O n E aste r M onday, 
youths in the industrial town 
o f Eleme, near Port Harcourt 
w ent on the ram page 
b a rricad in g  roads and 
d isru p tin g  o il- lif tin g  
operations at the Port Harcourt 
Refining Company.

T he in c id e n t cau sed  
d ifficu lties for com m uters 
and m otorists and an acute 
s c a rc ity  o f  g a so lin e  and 
other related products.

“A ny p e rso n , w ho 
c o n d u c ts  h im s e lf  in  any 
m anner lik e ly  to  cause  a 
b re a c h  o f  the  p each  or 
en g ag es  in u n la w fu l 
assembly will face the wrath 
o f  the law,” Rivers Attorney- 
General and Commissioner 
for Justice, M rs. A leruchi 
Cookey-G am , w arned in a 
statement made available to 
NAN.

She advised aggrieved 
p eo p le  to  ch an n e l th e ir  
c o m p la in ts  to  the 
g o v ern m en t th ro u g h  the 
se c re ta ry  to  the  s ta te  
government.

C ookey-G am  said that 
government was committed 
to upholding the rule o f law, 
noting that it would not fail 
in its duty of maintaining law 
and order.

Ethically divided Rivers 
has been in various crisis 
with many communities at 
daggers draw n with their 
n e ig h b o u rs  over v a rious 
issues, ranging from  land 
d isp u te s  to  eco n o m ic  
matters.

On th e ir  p a rt, you ths 
have descended heavily on 
oil companies operating in 
the state in a bid to force the 
com panies to solve the ir 
econom ic p rob lem s. The 
d ev e lo p m e n t has m ade 
many investors, especially 
fo re ig n e rs , to  shun  the 
state, an industrial engine 
room o f the country.
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Health ministry to 
eradicate polio by 2002

In its determ ination to 
eradicate polio by the 
year 2002, the Federal 

Ministry of Health has suc­
cessfully conducted a total of 
eleven rounds o f  N ational 
Immunisation Days (NIDs) 
since the introduction of the 
house-to-house strategy for 
polio eradication in 1990.

This disclosure was made 
by the Minister o f State for 
Health, Dr. Amina Ndalolo, 
while unveiling the plague of 
the Larry Hout national polio 
laboratory at the University 
o f  Maiduguri Teaching Hos­
pital.

According to the minis­
ter, her ministry had also in­
ten s if ied  su rv e illan ce  o f  
acute flaccial paralysis na­
tion-w ide w ith  a view  to 
strengthening laboratory fa­
cilities to provide quality ser­
vices.

She commended the late 
Rotarian Larry Hout for put­
ting in so much efforts into 
raising funds for the estab­
lishment o f the national polio 
laboratory in the hospital.

Expressing the Federal 
Government’s appreciation to 
the W orld H ealth  
Organisation (WHO) and Ro­
tary International for their 
contributions toward equip­
p ing the labo ra to ry , Dr. 
Ndalolo assured that govern­
ment would take immediate 
steps to  ensure  e ffec tive  
functioning o f the laboratory.

To this end, the m in is­
try has made available to 
the laboratory, two sophis-

By Ikenna Emeka Okpani

Prof. A.B.C. Nwosu 

ticated  biosafety  cabinets, 
a four-wheel drive vehicle, 
s ta n d -b y  g e n e ra to r  and  
split unit air conditioners.

S he e x p re s s e d  o p t i ­
mism that, with the massive 
human, m aterial and finan­
cial resources being m obi­
lized and com m itted to the 
fight against polio, the ta r­
get o f  achieving the erad i­
cation o f polio by 2002 and 
subsequent global ce rtifi­
cation  by 2005 would be 
realized.

A lso  sp e a k in g  at the  
occasion, the chairm an o f 
N igeria National Polioplus 
Com m ittee, R otarian PGD 
Ade-A defeso, said the pur­
pose o f  the polioplus part­
ners initiated  in 1995 was 
to assist R otarians in po- 
lio-endem ic regions obtain 
tools and the supplies nec­
essary  for po lio  e rad ica ­
tion.

203 persons die in auto 
accident in Ogun state

total o f 203 people

A died in auto acci­
dents in Ogun state 
during the first quarter o f this 

year alone.
In a statistics of road traf­

fic accidents and offences in 
the state for the first quarter 
o f this year made available to 
D aily Trust y este rd ay  in 
Lagos, over 362 persons were 
allegedly injured in road mis­
haps in the state.

It was gathered that the 
state recorded about 294 ac­
cidents during the period. In 
all, 54 o f  such*accidents in­
volved vehicles. The statis­
tics revealed that 125 o f such 
accidents were serious while 
113 were fatal.

It was learnt that, police 
charged 77 persons to court 
for accident related offences. 
Daily Trust was told that one 
person has been corrected so 
far while two were discharged 
and acquitted.

Daily Trust gathered also 
that in all, a fine of N5,010 was

From Wisdom Patrick, 
________in Lagos_______

imposed while one person 
was sentenced to one month 
imprisonment in a traffic re­
lated offence. The report in­
dicated that a total o f  233 
cases were reported as road 
traffic offences.

It was learnt that over 23 
cases were being currently 
prosecuted, stating further 
that a similar number (23) per­
sons were also convicted for 
traffic offences in the state.

Daily Trust investigations 
in the traffic department of the 
state police com m and re ­
vealed that over 60 percent of 
the accidents occured along 
Lagos/Abeokuta expressway. 
It was also gathered that bad 
road and activities o f hood­
lums along the highway con­
tributed to series o f senseless 
killings in automobile crashes 
in the state.

ing at the launching o f the 
Child Education Development 
Network (CEDNET), an NGO 
estab lish ed  by Dr. G race 
Ekpenyong and some USA- 
based trustees called on other 
organizations to complement 
the federal and state govern­
ments’ efforts in the education 
sector.

The Vice-President, repre­
sented by the Minister o f State 
for E nvironm ent, Dr. Ime 
Okopido, stated that the future 
development o f  any country

On the unveiling o f the 
p lag u e , the  R o tarian  d e ­
scribed it as an honour done 
to Larry Hout, a former Dis­
trict Governor o f Rotary In­
ternational District 5100 in 
Oregon, USA, who in his 
liefetime, assisted in raising 
the funds for the establish­
ment o f  the national polio 
laboratory in Maiduguri, now 
named after him.

A release made available 
to Daily Trust and signed by 
J.A. Odaudu, the chief press 
secretary to the Minister o f 
State for Health, said that the 
R otary  In te rn a tio n a l had 
spent over $15 million on its 
polio eradication programme, 
initiated in 1985.

Vice-President Atiku 
A bubakar at the 
w eekend in Uyo 

urged the private sector to 
contribute its quota in the 
development of education in 
the country. “A part from 
regular payment o f educa- 

, tion tax, they should evolve 
policies to boost education 
and manpower development 
am ong the p o p u la c e ,” 
Abubakar said.

He said that the emer­
gence of NGOs that were ad­
vocating the rights o f the 
child  nationw ide, was a 
h ea lth y  developm ent. 
Abubakar who was speak-

Vice-President solicits private^  
sector contribution to education

depended on the children of 
today.

He said that the CEDNET 
v ision  to sen sitise  and 
mobilise private sector sup 
port to supplement govern­
ment efforts at educational 
developm ent deserved th< 
support o f all. Earlier, the co­
ordinator of CEDNET in Ni­
geria, Dr. Grace Ekpenyong 
said that the organization had 
in its first outing assisted in 
the building o f a dormitory for 
the :Loreto Girls Juniorate 
Abak, and the supply o f po­
table water to the school.

On CEDNET, Ekpenyong, 
who is the wife o f Akwa Ibom 
deputy governor, said that 
there  w as need for w ell 
placed persons to take a trip 
to their alma-mater to see the 
state o f decay in infrastruc­
ture with a view to assisting 
it.

She said that her organi­
zation was equally interested 
in mobilising and encourag­
ing women “at the grassroot 
level to engage in gainful ven 
tures”.

“Since education is the 
fundamental right o f the child, 
it behoves on all to support 
government effort in develop 
ing our schools to the ex 
pected standards” .
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Akinyemi urges bonding 
between Nigerians, democracy
r  M lell M agazine’s 10th 

I  anniversary lecture on 
- L  M onday o ffe red  a 

forum for some prominent 
Nigerians to comment on the 
state o f the nation with former 
Minister o f  External Affairs, 
P ro f. B o la ji A k inyem is 
advocating the establishment 
o f a bond o f interest between 
democracy and the people as 
an attitude against military 
incursion.

Leading the discussion 
on “D em ocracy: bonding 
with the people,” Akinyemi 
said that the governm ent 
should treat bonding as a top 
priority, insisting that the 
p resen t ad m in is tra tio n  
should allow the people to 
determine their fate.

He explained that the 
p rim ary  purpose o f  
democracy was to renew the 
bond betw een the people 
and the politician, as well as 
remind them that they had a 
stake in governance. The 
former minister also spoke of 
the need for participatory 
democracy to enable every 
N igerian to participate in 
issues re la tin g  to the 
development o f the country 
and help the elite to define 
issues and offer solutions to 
them.

He further spoke o f the 
need fo r a na tio n a l 
conference, even with the 
word “sovereign” removed. 
Akinyemi also called for a 
na tio n a l jo b  p lacem en t 
schem e to a llev ia te  the 
su ffe ring  o f  the peop le , 
adding  tha t th is  could  
p rov ide  a bond fo r the 
people under the present 
democratic government.

He urged  the Federal 
Government to authorize the 
private sector to increase 
employment opportunities 
by employing 15 percent o f 
its present workforce at its 
expense , w hile  local 
governments should recruit 
artisans, especially in the 
rural areas, for beautification 
and re h ab ilita tio n

Wife of Kaduna deputy gov. dies

The wife o f  the deputy 
g overno r o f

Kaduna State, Mrs. 
Stephanie Shakari, died early 
on M onday at a p riva te  
hospital in Kaduna, a family 
source at the deputy  
governor’s office said.

The so u rce  at Tafaw a 
Balewa road residence o f  the 
deputy governor in Kaduna, 
told the News A gency o f  
N ig e ria  (N A N ) th a t the

deceased was rushed to a t  
“ nearby h o sp ita l,” w h e tw  
she died after a brief illness. 
The press secretary to the 
d ep u ty  g o v e rn o r, Mr 
B enjam in Toro, however 
explained that the depuf* 
governor was out o f  town 
the time o f the incident.

He was reported to h a ^  
travelled  to A kure. Ond* 
State, on a condolence visit 
to a friend.

during the British/Nigeria Law Week in Abuja ... recently.
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Timely intervention by 
the police in Lagos 
y este rd ay  averted  

what could have resulted in 
another breakdown o f law and 
order in Obalende area o f the 
state.

The Commissioner o f Po­
lice, Lagos State, Mr. Mike 
Okiro, in a telephone chat with 
Daily Trust over the yesterday 
m orning  d is tu rb an ces in 
Obalende, said that the clash 
was between two factions of 
m o to r park  to u ts  (a .k .a . 
Agbero).

He stated that the two fac­
tions o f  the street miscreants 
were fighting for supremacy in 
Obalende, one o f the popular 
commercial vehicles terminus 
in Lagos. Okiro revealed that 
a faction o f  the hoodlums had 
earlier arrived the bus-stop 
that morning and started col­
lecting the illegal handling and 
parking fees from the motor­
ists.

The fees ranging from N50

President Ob as an jo programmes.

Police avert 
riot in Lagos
to N20 for 911 buses popu­
larly called Molue and small 
buses respectively did not go 
down well with the others 
who claimed they have been 
collecting the said amount 
and that Obalende was their 
“beat” .

The refusal o f  the en­
croaching faction to vacate 
the bus-stop for the alleged 
owners resulted in free for all 
fight, at the end an uncon­
firmed report has it that two 
persons were allegedly killed.

Daily Trust gathered that 
over 15 persons have been ar­
rested by the police at Onikan 
police station and would soon 
be charged to court for breach 
o f police peace.

Okiro said police mobile 
force had taken over the busy 
Obalende bus-stop to fore­
stall further insurgence by the 
hoodlums.
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INSIDE POLITICS
AD Chairman wants government 

to monetise allowances
pointing out that if  allow- the bank had not been fair to 
ances were monetised, gov- the nation s currency. “The 
ernm ent would no longer CBN has done nothing toThe national chairman 

o f the A lliance for 
D em ocracy (A D ), 

Alhaji Adamu Abdulkadir, 
has urged  the F ederal 
Government to speed up the 

netisation o f allowances 
o f political appointees and 
those o f civil servants.

This, he said, would stop 
the drain on government re­
sources. Abdulkadir told the 
News Agency o f  N igeria 
(NAN) in Abuja yesterday 
that it was not the responsi­
bility o f government to ac­
commodate its appointees, 
buy cars and employ drivers 
for them.

‘I f  the allow ances o f 
government appointees are 
monetised, such officers will 
e forced to rent their own 

houses, buy their own cars 
nd employ their own driv­

ers, and the money spent on 
such perquisites could be di­
verted to something else,” he 
said

The AD chairman said 
that if a minister was removed 
from office, he would not 
have to think of where to go 
or how to return government 

roperty since he already had 
his own.

Abdulkadir said that gov- 
rnment has lost a lot o f 

money through the careless­
ness o f some drivers who 
smashed governm ent ve­
hicles with reckless abandon,

bother itself about replacing 
official vehicles.

He also  said  that the 
monetisation of allowances 
would lead to a fall in rent, 
particularly in Abuja because 
some appointees would pre­
fer to go outside Abuja to 
secure accommodation.

“M onetisation is what 
government should do from 
the ministers downward and 
forget about housing them. 
They should also encourage 
mortgage institutions to build 
houses for sale to workers,” 
the AD chairman counselled.

A bdulkad ir also sug ­
gested  that governm ent 
should encourage banks to 
start giving loans to civil ser­
vants to enable them to build

Abdulkadir
their own houses. He blamed 
the CBN for the fall in the 
value of the Naira, saying that

Governor Akande wants PDP 
to publish its accounts

The governor o f Osun, 
C h ie f A debisi 
A kande, has ch a l­

lenged the PDP to publicly 
declare its account.

Akande, who threw the 
hallenge on M onday at

Gov. Akande
Ipetu-Ijesa, in a public en­
ligh tenm ent program m e 
tagged “Labe Odan”, also 
accused the federal govern­
ment o f “Reckless spending”. 
He said, “The PDP at the cen­
ter has nothing to show N’~ 
gerians after two years, but 
is only saving money for fu­
ture e lec tions; the PDP 
should tell Nigerians how 
much they have in their ac­

count .
The governor also 

charged the party to let Ni­
gerians know its sources of 
funds, saying, “you w on’t 
believe it, the party is keep­
ing money for next elec­
tions.”

He opined that the PDP- 
led federal government had 
failed Nigerians, because of 
what he called “poor eco­
nomic policies”.

Akande said, “before the 
advent of this administration, 
one U.S. dollar was selling for 
N80.00, while it now sells for 
N 140.00, adding that workers 
could not enjoy the increase 
in their salaries as a result of 
the situation.

Akande said that many of 
President Obasanjo’s aides 
and ministers had served un­
der the military and they are 
the major causes o f the poor 
economic policies.

The governor, therefore, 
urged the people of the state 
not to be deceived by PDP’s 
campaign, saying that the 
AD in Osun had the best 
“ p e o p l e - o r i e n t e d  
programmes".

protect the naira and this is 
one o f its primary responsi- 
b ilitie s , he stressed . 
Abdulkadir wondered why 
the value o f the Naira had 
fallen when Nigeria was mak­
ing more foreign exchange 
from the sale o f oil than it did 
a few years ago. “When oil 
was selling at 12 dollars per 
barrel, the naira was 90 to one 
dollar. Why should the value 
o f the naira keep falling now 
that oil is selling at about 
thrice the price a few years 
ago?” Abdulkadir asked.

The National Secretary 
o f  the Independent 
N ationa l E lec to ra l 

Commission (INEC), Mr. Ben- 
jam in  O chai, has denied 
rumours that the Commis­
sion is soon to commence the 
delimitation ‘o f  constituen­
cies.

In a statement issued in 
Abuja yesterday, Ochai said 
INEC was not embarking on 
the exercise for now, adding 
that rum ours m aking the 
rounds to that effect were 
not true.

He noted that INEC had 
received numerous and un­
solicited requests from vari­
ous communities across the 
country for the creation o f . 
new constituencies or the

INEC will not embark on delimitation 
of constituencies -  Secretary.

adjustment o f existing ones.
“To take stock o f these 

req u ests  and assess the 
magnitude of the problem as 
expressed by the communi­
ties, the C om m ission re ­
quested its resident electoral 
commissioners in the states 
to forward such requests to 
the headquarters ,” Ochai 
said.

The sta tem en t added 
that, if  INEC eventually de­
cides to embark on the exer­
cise, it would do so in accor­
dance with the relevant pro­
visions o f the constitution, 
adding that “all re levant

Dr. Abel Guobadia 
stakeholders w ill be duly 
consulted.”

Lawmaker enlightens electorate 
on assemblymen’s disposition

Disturbed by the no­
tion that members of 
the National Assem­

bly were selfish and careless

about the plight o f the elec­
to ra te , a m em ber o f  the 
L ow er H ouse, Rep. 
Abdullahi Matori, has begun

an enlightenment campaign 
in his constituency, “to tell 
the people the true position 
o f things.”

Chairman , H ouse Com m ittee on Transport, Hon. Okey Odeh, (r), chatting with D eputy H ouse Leader, 
Hon. Mao Ohunabwe, (I), during the public hearing on the proposed bill to set up a Chartered Institute o f  
F reight F orwarders o f  N igeria , held at the N ational Assem bly com plex in Abuja...recently. Fix: F elix  
Onigbinde.

Senator accuses INEC of rigging
I n a reaction  to the 

results o f last Saturday’s 
House o f Assembly bye- 

elections in Chikum federal 
constituency  o f  K aduna 
s ta te , S enato r A hm ed 
M ukhtar A ruw a, has 
accused the Independent 
N ational E lec to ra l
Commission in Kaduna state 
o f  rigging the elations in 
favour of the PDP.

Addressing newsmen in 
his K aduna residence on 
Monday, Senator Aruwa said 
“the INEC was highly in­
volved in rigging the election 
because on Friday night prior 
to the distribution ,o f elec­
toral materials, an informant 
told me that 9 out of 17 ballot 
boxes will not be delivered to 
there polling units. INEC’s 
excuse would be that they 
had no access to the polling 
units.”

Sen. Aruwa, representing 
APP (Kaduna Central Con­
stituency), said that his party

petitioned the state resident 
electoral com m issioner at 
about lam. He also alleged 
that the Kaduna state gov­
ernment gave out sums o f 
money amounting to N3,000 
to various individuals in ad­
dition to house to house pur­
chase o f ballot papers.

He said, therefore, that 
the results, which showed 
that the PDP candidate won 
by 100,190 votes, followed by 
Mrs. Martina Soloman of the 
APP, who got 9,720 votes and 
the AD candidate who got 
2,110 votes, were fake.

He said, he would spon­
sor a bill in the Senate that 
w ould p rescrib e  p u n ish ­
ments against INEC officials 
who capitalised on their sen­
sitive positions to rig elec­
tions in favour o f  others.

Senator Aruwa also de­
scribed the suspension of oil 
explorations in the north as 
the handwork o f some ana- 
north elements in the govern­

ment, and said that the north 
may be compelled to raise 
funds to finance explorations 
in the region. He reasoned 
that it took 20 years to dis­
cover oil in the Delta area so 
it was too early for the gov­
ernment to suspend explora­
tion in the north just after 
about one year, adding that 
“with or without oil, it was 
time for the north to look in­
w ards w ith a view  to 
curtailling the blackmail of 
the oil p roducing  states. 
Aruwa also attributed the fail­
ure of theNigerian economy; 
fall in the value o f the naira 
and increasing poverty to 
the poor leadership of Presi­
dent Olusegun Obasanjo.

On the recent decision of 
the Senate to implement the 
recom m endations o f  the 
Kuta Panel’s report as sug­
gested by the Oyofo commit­
tee, Senator Aruwa, who was 
also one of those indicted by 
the panel said he was ready 
to abide by it.

Matori, who represents 
Bauchi Federal C onstitu­
ency, to ld  h is peop le  in 
Bauchi at the weekend that 
the Presidency was to be 
blamed over the non-provi­
sion of roads, boreholes and 
health centres in each con­
stituency.

“The 2000 budget made 
provision o f about N80 mil­
lion for the amenities but 
P residen t O lusegun 
Obasanjo failed to provide 
the funds in preference for a 
new plane which the Lower 
House also rejected,” Matori 
said.

He explained that the 
Lower House was willing to 
approve the purchase o f  a 
new plane for the President 
provided he included the 
provision of amenities to the 
contituencies.

He said that the 2001 
budget made provision for a 
200-km road, three boreholes 
and a medical centre for each 
federal constituency  and 
blamed the Presidency for 
failure to release the funds.

While pleading witl his 
constituents for understa. i- 
ing, Rep. Matori said effc s 
were being made to convin< 
the Presidency to include th 
provision o f amenities wi i 
the request for a plane v 
cause o f the- importance of 
the amenities to the ele'’ .or­
ates,__________

Ghali
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E X P E R IE N C E . ENUGU 
INTERNATIONAL 

TRADE FAIR

A T  T H E  F A IR

To us, giving you the kind of service that meets your needs is paramount. That's why we 

have taken to the 12th Enugu International Trade Fair, all the products and services that 

make UBA the wise choice.
*

► »

Visit our stand at the

12IH ENUGU INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR
DATE: 20th - 30th April 2001

VENUE: Trade Fair Complex Abakaliki Road, Enugu.
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UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
. . . tk e  wise, choice in  ia n iin p  

Head Office:
UBA HOUSE, 57 Marina Lagos. P.O.Box 2406, Lagos. Tel: 01-2644651 - 70Q, Cable: MINDOBANK
Telex: MIBANK 28493, 28496, 28501. Fax: 01-2642287. Email: info@ubaplc.com internet Website: www.ubaplc.com

New York Branch:
40 East, 52nd Street, 20th floor, New York NY 10022. Tel: (212) 308-7222

mailto:info@ubaplc.com
http://www.ubaplc.com
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With Ms. Farouq

Self-defence f<jr women Oijr neighhour’s son

Self-defence is all about awareness 
and attitude, meaning that women 
must be aware o f their surround­
ings at all times, so they can protect 

themselves if ever faced with a poten­
tially dangerous situation. Sisters can in­
crease their confidence level (aka “street 
smarts”) by joining a gym, taking box­
ing lessons, practicing Taebo at home, 
or enrolling in self-defence classes. 
These women know that there are no 
guarantees when it comes to protecting 
themselves, but being men- tally and 
physically prepared can increase their 
options and can lead to a successful es­
cape from danger.

Knowledge is power, so arm your­
self with the following information pro­
vided by law enforcement officials and 
safety experts. According to experts, 
there are some simple self-defence tips 
that can make you safer at home, at work 
and at play.

Don’t make yourself a target 
Looking vulnerable (walking down 

the street with your head down, slouch­
ing, looking lost, or carrying too many 
bags) is an open invitation to a poten­
tial offender, says Ronald Hampton, ex­
ecutive director of the National Black 
Police Association. “Most o f the time, 
when something happens to us, it is be­
cause we aren’t paying attention,” he 
says. “You should always be on your 
toes. If  you are going from one place to 
another, carry yourself with a sense of 
confidence, even if  you don’t know 
where you’re going.” Your eyes are 
your first line of defence. Keep your 
head up and look straight ahead, regu­
larly scanning the area from side to side. 
Recognizing a situation in front o f you 
will give you more time and more op­
tions to avoid trouble. Additionally, look 
inside elevators, and other enclosed ar­
eas care- fully before venturing inside. 
Be sure to wear functional clothes. 
Avoid sling purses draped across the 
front because an offender can use the 
purse to pull you down or forward. 

Avoid confrontation 
Using the high-powered Bruce Lee 

kicks that you learned in karate class is, 
in fact, the last thing that you want to 
do. Safety experts recommend that you 
take preventive measures to avoid a con­
frontation completely- (only use physi­
cal confrontation as a backup to your 
psychological ability to get out of a situ­
ation.) So if  that means crossing the 
street to avoid a situation, do it. If  it 
means bowing out o f an argument with 
an aggressive friend or stranger, do it. 
If it means handing over your purse to a 
robber, do it-and flee. Contrary to popu­
lar belief, self-defence is not about fight­
ing; it’s about doing what you have to 
do to save your life.

Don’t surrender
If an offender wants your valuables, 

give them up, warns Officer Ron Rufo 
o f the I Chicago Police Department’s 
preventive programs division. Experts 
also advise you to avoid going into an 
alley, car, or abandoned building with 
the offender; do whatever it takes to flee.

The [non-violent] offender doesn’t 
want to be noticed; he wants to get in 
and get out o f th&re,” Officer Rufo ex­
plains. “Therefore, if  an offender grabs 
your purse and wants to pull you into 
an alley, his intentions are not good. He 
wants to sexually abuse, severely beat 
or maybe even kill you. Always get 
away because the longer you are with 
the offender, the more likely you will 
be able to identify him in a line-up, and 
he knows this.”

Use verbal enforcement 
Forget what your debutante aunt told 

you about making a scene in public. You 
are fighting for your life, and the noise 
you make can save your life! Self-de­
fence instructor Carrie Rentschler notes 
the “key to fighting back lies in the 
transformation o f fear into anger and

power. Becoming angry allows you to 
relax and use adrenaline to demand that 
an attack stop.. .using your voice trans­
forms fear into anger by pushing energy 
out at the attacker.” One of the first les­
sons that women are taught in rape-pre- 
vention seminars is to yell out a loud, 
shrilling NO! to the potential assailant. 
Not only will you catch the attacker off 
guard, but you’ll more than likely get 
the attention of other people in the area. 
Never hesitate to attract attention if  you 
are in trouble.

Don’t let your guard down
Don’t assume that all offenders are 

men in ski masks, warns officer Rufo, 
who points out that some are well- 
dressed and others are women, who are 
partial to snatching your handbags. 
“There was a well-dressed thief who 
wore a mink stole,” he recalls. “She 
walked around with an air o f authority 
and when she entered someone’s office 
space, no one questioned who she was. 
She went from floor to floor of this of­
fice building stealing purses.” At your 
workplace, watch for those who loiter 
around the revolving door, Rufo advises.

One o f the most dangerous mistakes 
women make is to let their guard down 
once they’ve reached their car. Granted, 
most women feel safe once they’ve 
reached their haven on wheels after dart­
ing across a dimly lit parking lot, but 
experts warn that there are some major 
safety precautions women should take 
before breathing easy. First o f all, when 
you are walking toward your car, have 
your keys ready and placed in-between 
your fingers on your dominant hand. Not 
only will you be ready for a quick en­
trance into your vehicle, but just in case 
an assailant accosts you, you can use 
your keys as a weapon, says Officer 
Rufo, who gives a few other car safety 
tips. “We recommend that you: 1) put 
your packages in the bunk; 2) get into 
the car and secure your child, and 3) lock 
all doors immediately and pull away. If 
someone wants your car, give it to 
them.” But then you must flip the script 
if  a child is involved, he says, adding: 
“You must become the aggressor and 
say, ‘ You can have this car, but give me 
my child!’ A thief doesn’t want to be a 
kidnapper as well, because it would be 
w orse for him  [w hen h e ’s ap p re ­
hended].”

To avoid a carjacking, have your 
doors locked and windows rolled up 
nearly all the way when you’re driving. 
Whenever you come to a stop, allow 
yourself enough space between your car 
and the one in front o f you, in case you 
have to manoeuvre at a second’s notice.

Dont look for love in all the wrong 
places

Self-protection advocates recom ­
mend that first dates be spent in public, 
well-trafficked areas, and, if  possible, 
you should take a friend along. (Spend­
ing a first date in a dark movie theatre 
or in a secluded area is not advised.) Pay 
attention to the red flags; if someone tries 
to get you to drink against your will, 
know that they do not have your best 
interests at heart. Look into your date’s 
eyes and trust your gut feeling about 
him. Be wary of someone who is too 
“touchy-feely” on your date; if  he makes 
unrecorded advances, cut the date short 
immediately.

Don’t be a creature habit.
You get up at 5:30 a.m., go for your 

morning jog, come home, shower, and 
dress for work and stop by

The neighbourhood bagel shop on 
your way to the office. Sound familiar? 
Unbeknownst to many, habits are dan­
gerous, because criminals, statistically, 
are more likely to have memorized your 
patterns o f  behaviour. The burglar 
knows when your home is empty. The 
sex offender knows when you leave the 
house alone. Officer Rufo warns women 
to change their routes if  they work out 
daily, and if  possible, to take a friend 
along.

Hampton agrees. “Vary every- thing 
that you do. If someone wants to do 
something to you, they will pay atten­
tion to your habits,” he says. “ And if 
you do work out, the time o f day is im­
portant. It’s much better to work out in 
the morning when the sun comes up than 
it is to run, ride or walk in the park after 
dark.”

When you are out of town, the safety 
rules still apply. Be conscious o f your 
surroundings to eliminate the offender’s 
element o f surprise.

Make a commitment to yourself.
You are worthy o f  protection, but 

don’t live in a shroud o f paranoia. To 
som e, it m ay appear tha t tak ing  
precautions and being paranoid are one 
and the same. But nothing could be 
further from the truth. In fact, paranoia 
can be paralysing. “If  you’re paranoid, 
you are stricken with fear, and fear 
doesn’t allow you to be pre- pared to 
deal with threatening situations,” says 
Hampton. Conversely, self-defence is 
about being  aw are, and being 
empowered, not being afraid. Make a 
commitment to value your well being 
enough to invest in it, which means 
learning all you can about protecting 
yourself and foiling the plots of those 
around us who are up to no good.

Condensed from Ebony

Women should recognise a potentially dangerous situation

Fatima walked into her father’s sitting room and 
immediately felt that something was wrong. The 
atmosphere was tense, something about her mother’s 

expression disturbed her but she walked on till she came a 
few steps to where her two parents sat, then she lowered 
herself and sat on the carpet.

“Good evening” she said respectfully, “I was told that 
you wanted to see me.”

“Yes” her mother was the first to respond, “It’s about 
the young man you presented to us. He came to see your 
father in the company o f his friends and relations while you 
were at the campus this afternoon. After the introductions, 
Alhaji found out that the younp man wasn’t a stranger at 
all, we knew his parents well.’

“I see” Fatima answered shyly, her face lowered to the 
carpet.

“Unfortunately” her mother continued, “we have to 
discourage this match, the two o f you are not at all suit­
able.”

“Why” Fatima asked looking up in surprise “why are 
we not suitable?”

“You see his parents were our neighbours once, a long 
time ago. You were a little more than a year old when we left 
the city and came to live here, in the GRA. As our poor 
neighbours, we tried to discharge our obligations to them. 
Every year your father gave his father a Sallah ram. And I 
always sent clothes to him and his siblings, those clothes that 
your elder sisters and brothers had used. His mother was 
always grateful for those gifts, she used to say that there was 
no way they could afford such high quality clothes, if  we 
didn’t  give them. So you see that was the wide difference 
between us. You can’t now turn around and marry one of 
them."

“But why not mother, he is no longer poor, at least he is 
no longer receiving charity from you or anyone else. He is a 
successful young engineer who is completely self-reliant. Why 
should his humble origins stand in our way?’

“Because people don’t forget such things. People knew 
how we were in relation to them. In fact, once when I ran into 
his mother after his father’s death, she told me that it was the 
money that Alhaji here” she gestured towards her husband 
“gave to her that helped her set up a small provisions store to 
enable her take care o f her family. It is probably from the 
proceeds o f that investment that she trained your young 
engineer. How can you marry someone who probably owes 
even his university degree to your father’s generosity?” 

“Mother, if this is the only thing you have against him 
then with all due respect I’d like you to know that I still prefer 
to marry him than anybody else.

“But Fatima you can’t do this to us, your elder sisters are 
all married to men with better backgrounds than him, do you 
want to be the odd one out? ”

“Her elder sisters got married to strangers” Her father 
interrupted sitting up in his chair “you only imagined they 
had better backgrounds because you didn’t live with their 
parents. I tried to discourage you before you called Fatima in 
but you wouldn’t listen. There is absolutely nothing wrong 
with Fatima marrying this young man if  he is o f  sound 
character and mind. There is nothing wrong with being poor. 
I was poor too before I became rich. "

“But our old friends all knew about the poor neighbours 
we were always assisting, the^ will find it a source o f gossip. 
Indeed they will laugh at us. ’

“Then they are not fit to be called friends. In any case 
who will remember those neighbours we had decades ago? 
Unless you took the trouble to tell them.” Alhaji responded.

“You’ll be surprised how much people remember if it suits 
them.” Fatima’s mother insisted.

“Well then if  they do, tell them you are simply impressed 
with the boy’s character. Tell them that his parents were poor 
but very noble in conduct. May be I’ve never told you this, 
but I ’d alw ays secretly  adm ired M alam  Abdu, th a t’s 
Muhammad’s father. He was the only man on the whole o f 
that street that had never begged me for anything. There were 
days when I’d meet neighbours waiting for me in front o f the 
house long before I came out, but that man was never one of 
them. When I insisted on giving him ram every sallah it was 
more out o f admiration for his quiet pride than anything else 
He wasn’t that poor, did you ever see him fail to buy naming 
rams whenever his wife had a child? He always provided for 
his family to the best o f his ability. That was why I encouraged 
you to give his wife clothes because he was the type that should 
be assisted. He wasn’t rich yet he was content with what he 
had and wouldn’t beg. Even the Holy Quran recommends 
people like that as most deserving o f help, not those who go 
round begging."

Hajiya was quiet after her husband had stopped talking. 
Th'en she said, “I only want what is best for her, I don’t want 
my daughter to suffer.”

“Fatima will not suffer Insha-A llah, if  that boy is anything 
like his father, be sure she has made the right choice. You 
know, long after we moved here, I used to go back to the city 
and pray in our neighbourhood mosque, just to meet up with 
my old neighbours. Every one always spoke well o f Malam 
Abdu. Even when he died that was how I got to hear about it, 
then I went and condoled his widow. Just be happy for Fatima 
and entrust her to the care of the Almighty.”

“I will try Alhaji, I will try my best.” Hajiya replied. 
When Fatima looked up at her father with a smile o f joy 

and relief, she didn’t expect to see the tension disappear from 
her mother’s face.

But to her surprise, it was all gone.
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‘Too busy’ Elton sells off 20 cars
A '' 'bout 20 o f  pop star Elton 

John’s luxury cars are go 
ing under the hammer in a 

sale expected to fetch up to £1 mil­
lion.

The entertainer, who faces a 
multi-million pound legal bill after 
losing a High Court case last week, 
says he is selling up because he 
travels abroad so much.

“I would rather they went to 
people who can get pleasure out of 
them every day,” said Sir Elton.

The sale includes Aston Mar­
tins, Ferraris and six post-w ar 
Bentleys - all with top o f the range 
sound systems and maintained in 
mint condition at his Woodside 
Home in Wir :lsor.

Among the highlights is an 
Aston M artin once painted the 
colours o f Watford Football Club

—  the team at one stage owned by 
the soccer-mad star.

A black 1973 Rolls-Royce Phan­
tom VI is expected to fetch between

Music
£ 110,000 and £ 150,000 and another 
lot is a 1987 Ferrari Testarossa Sir

Elton received as a 40th birthday 
present.

All the cars, apart from the 
Ferraris, are British-made.

The star’s passion for cars be­
gan in 1970 when he traded a Ford 
Escort for an Aston Martin as he 
tasted success in the music indus­
try.

“Once you’ve driven a great car 
you never want to go back,” he said 
nostalgically.

The star learnt to drive at 17 and 
has driven all the vehicles offered 
for sale.

A spokesperson  for the 
Christie’s auction house said they

expected the collection to rai>c 
about £ 1 million “but realise it coulu 
fetch much more.” The sale will take 
place in central London on June 5.

Sir Elton’s extravagant spending 
habits were exposed during the re­
cent suit against his former accoun­
tant and ex-manager, with outla\ i>r. 
property and personal items once 

amounting to almost £40 million 

over a 20-month period.
The star, who once boasted that 

he could find a shop in the Sahara 
desert, maintains four luxury h o m o  
around the globe and an overflow - 
ing wardrobe of outrageous outfits 
which he periodically sells for char­
ity.

Elton John shows o ff  some o f  the cars up fo r  sate.

Freer medal awarded to 
Islamic scholar, Oleg Grabar

Award By W illiam  Amin

A leading U.S. museum has 
honoured a p rom inent 
scholar for his life’s work of 

teaching and writing about Islamic 
art and architecture.

On April 5,2001, the Freer Gal­
lery o f Art in Washington, D.C., be­
stowed on Professor Oleg Grabar the 
prestigious Charles Lang Freer medal 

in recognition of his enormous im­
pact on American understanding of 
Islamic art,” according to Freer Di­
rector, Milo C. Beach.

The Freer medal was created in 
1956 to recognize scholars for dis­
tinguished contributions to the 
knowledge and understanding of 
Oriental civilizations, as reflected in

art. Grabar is the third scholar of 
Islamic art to win the award, after 
Iranian art specia lis t, Roman 
G hirshm an in 1974 and Ernst 
Kuhnel in 1960. The Freer Gallery 
is part o f the Smithsonian complex 
of national museums in Washing­
ton. The Freer medal commemo­
rates Charles Lang Freer (1856- 
1919), who founded the Freer Gal­
lery, which currently houses more 
than 26,000 art works.

In his accep tance speech, 
G rabar p ra ised  the U.S. 
government’s Fulbright program 
and the Ford Foundation for pro­
viding funds to scholars to pursue 
foreign studies. He also recognized

the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 

. (UNESCO) for its work of protect­
ing cultural monuments around the 
world. Grabar completed his doc­
toral studies in Oriental languages, 
lite ra tu re , and art h isto ry  at 
Princeton University in 1955 and 
taught those subjects at Harvard 
and Michigan Universities.

Since Grabar began writing and

lecturing about Islamic art and ar­
chitecture, university enrollment in 
these topics has risen and major U.S. 
museums have expanded their Is­
lamic art collections and held more 
frequent art exhibitions and cultural 
events featuring Islam  and the 
Middle East. In addition, overseas 
travel to visit Islamic landmarks, 
even by non-Muslims, is booming, 
and; with higher flows of immigrants 
to the United States from Arab and 
Muslim

countries, U.S. schools and me­
dia are making efforts to examine Is­
lamic culture and heritage.

Grabar said Western understand­
ing and appreciation o f Islamic arts 
would be even greater if  the ruling 
authorities in many Muslim coun­
tries did not hamper the study o f 
Islamic cultural achievements by

Western scholars. He said the au­
thorities often restrict visas and 
travel permits and refuse access to 
monuments for academics f ro a  
some countries and reject academic 
publications based on who wro«e 
them, instead of their merit.

Grabar said “absolutely firi*- 
rate” modern art and artists evivt 
across the Islamic world from M o ­
rocco to Indonesia. “What is real!> 
still missing is the presence of a pas­
sionate person” to create a collec­
tive cultural sense and lead a united, 
global promotional campaign for Is­
lamic art, he said. An exhibition de­
voted to the “Arab Lands” could be 
a smashing success if held in a cos­
mopolitan city such as New York, 
he added.
William Amin is a Washington File 
S ta ff Writer.

Solution to yesterday’s puzzle
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C onductor dies 
on stage
f |  i  he Ita lian  conductor,

Giuseppe Sinopoli, has died 
after suffering a massive 

heart attack during a performance 
at the Deutsche Oper in Berlin.

Sinopoli, who was 54, was on 
the rostrum  conducting Verdi’s 
Aida when he dropped his baton 
and collapsed in the third act.

He was rushed to hospital, but 
doctors were unable to resuscitate 
him and pronounced him dead early 
Saturday morning.

The music world reacted with 
shock.

Organisers o f the Wagner Fes­
tival at Bayreuth .in Germany, where 
he was to conduct the Ring Cycle 
later this year, said they were “de­
jected and stunned”.

They have ju s t  over three 
months to find a replacement for 
what is one o f the most gruelling 
jobs in the opera world.

In Italy, Prime Minister Giuliano 
Amato as well as members o f the 
government coalition and the op­
position paid tribute to Sinopoli as 
a leading light o f Italian culture and 
a significant representative of the 
international arts scene.

B rillian t career G iuseppe 
Sinopoli had worked at many o f the 
w o rld ’s m ajor opera venues,

amongst them the M etropolitan 
Opera in New York, La Scala in Milan, 
the Paris Opera and the Royal Op­
era House in London.

Music
Sinopoli was bom in Venice in 

1946, and studied music at the city’s 
conservatory in the late 19605sand

sum m er courses in th& G erm an tow n o f  
D arm stadt in 1968.

Seven years later, he w as to found 
the  B runo M a d em a ensem b le , nam ed 
a f te r  th e  V e n e tia n  c o n d u c to r  u n d er 
w hom  he studied  in D arm stadt.

It w as after th is that S inopoli began 
in earnest his career as both  a  com poser 
and conductor.

He w as appo in ted  c h ie f  conductor 
at R om e’s S t C ecilia  N ational A cadem y 
in 1983.

A y ea r la te r he  to o k  up  th e  sam e 
post a t the c ity ’s P h ilharm onic O rches­
tra.

Sinopoli in rehearsal with the Semper Opera three years ago.
early 70s.

He simultaneously took a degree in 
medicine at the nearby University o f 
Padua, graduating in 1972 with doctoral 
dissertations on criminal anthropology 
and on the physiology of the acoustic 
mental area.

Disappointed wjth his studies in the 
Venice Conservatory Sinopoli attended

In 1985 he made his debut at 
the Met with Puccini’s Tosca and 
at Bayreuth with Tannhauser by 
Wagner.

Sinopoli went to Berlin in 1990 
to lead the Deutsche Oper and two 
years later to Dresden to take over 
as m usic d irector o f  the c ity ’s 
Staatskapelle orchestra.
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& r ts  &  (E n te r ta in m e n

New Nigerian: The first 20 years by Turi Muhammadu Part XIX

To ban the BBC!
In yesterday ‘s acount we read about developments in the Northern Nigeria during the civil war, and the position o f  

foreign nations on the Nigerian crisis. Today we read about the workers ’ strike and the anti- tax riot in the old Western
State. Also the Federal Government considers banning the BBC from Nigeria.

According to the Head o f 
State and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Nigerian Armed 

Force “The whole nation has to be 
put on a state o f preparedness to 
face all eventualities because o f 
foreign intervention and because of 
our experiences from abortive peace 
talks in Kampala, Niamey and Addis 
-Ababa. It is now quite clear that in 
1969, we have to fight resolutely for 
peace”.

In its editorial on the same day, 
titled “ Sweat and toil “, the New 
Nigerian said: “As we enter the new 
year; we are carrying with us the 
most pressing problems of the old. 
For the war continues... The year 
1968 was a difficult one. There is no 
reason to believe that 1969 will be 
less difficult “.

Apart from the war itself, the New 
Year also inherited unprecedented 
w ave o f  w o rk e rs ’ s trik es  for 
improved salaries and other working 
conditions. In a tradition, which has 
becom e entrenched since 1968, 
various unions threatened and in 
many cases did down their tools. The 
roll call included such giants as the
40,000 strong Western State Chapter 
o f the Nigeria Union o f Teachers and 
the Post and Telecommunications 
Staff. Others were the N igerian 
Railway Corporation and the Nigeria 
Nurses Association.

Faced with a perplexing war, the 
federal government which was the 
em ployer o f  these public sector 
workers was forced to bargain from 
a very weak position. Indeed, it was 
apparent that the period under review 
w as not one in w hich  the 
government could be expected to 
m ake generous concessions as 
demanded by the unions. This was 
the reason why some o f the workers 
such as the federation of Senior Staff 
Unions o f Statutory Corporations 
w ith d rew  th e ir  s trike  th rea ts  
im m ediately after it was made. 
However, the pervasiveness of the 
strike cannot be over emphasised 
as even members of the Ministry of 
Defence Civil Employees Union 
actually gave government a 21 -day 
ultimatum as reported in the New 
Nigerian o f January 15. This was 
despite the fact that this group 
represented workers* essential for 
the task at hand.

After the war and the strikes, the 
next biggest headaches o f 1969 were 
the anti-tax riots in the Western 
State. These riots, which were carried 
over from the previous year, showed 
no signs o f abating. On New Year’s 
Day alone, three people were killed 
in Abeokuta and 1,500 arrested. 
According to a New Nigerian report 
published on January 7, the probe 
panel into the anti-tax riots, which 
began s ittin g  on January  6,

disclosed that thirty lives had been 
lost thus far. The Wild West indeed!

Faced w ith th is  dead ly  
combination o f war, strikes and riots, 
no economy “Could possibly boom. 
Nigeria’s did not. The mass inter­
reg io n a l m ovem ent o f  peo p le  
disrupted trade while investments 
and commerce declined. Import and 
export volume, for example, fell by 
12 per cent in 1968 and would fall 
even lower in 1969. According to a 
rep o rt in the New Nigerian  o f  
March 7, the Federal Government 
would have to spend £ 1,163 million 
on a fo u r-y ea r re tc  :> :ruction 
programme to undo the damages of 
the civil war.

A growing economy was needed 
both for the prosecution o f the war 
on a su sta in ed  basis  and  fo r 
rehabilitation and reconstruction of 
the liberated areas. For instance, the 
Administrator o f the East Central 
State, Mr. Ukpabi Asika, was saddled 
with the task o f  resettling three 
million people.

In spite o f difficulties outlined 
above the most pervasive issue was 
the raging war. The various attempts 
at a peaceful resolution mentioned 
by G ow on in h is New Year 
broadcast had no effect. Even as 
early in the year as February 1, the 
New Nigerian reported that the 
rebels had carried out air raids in the 
M id-W estern and South-Eastern 
States. Four Nigerians were killed in 
one such raid eight miles from Benin 
which had been liberated in the 
previous year.

In order not to lose its gains, the 
federal side had to resort to pre­
emptive air attacks. This led to the 
bombardment o f Umuahia, the last 
rebel stronghold and an attack on 
A ba. A ccord ing  to the New  
Nigerian edition o f February 11, 
two towns-Elali and Obum-were 
liberated as a result o f that exercise. 
During the course o f the-first six 
months of 1969, several more towns 
were liberated from the stranglehold 
o f the rebels.

A dded to the necessity  o f  
ensuring effective governance o f 
the lib era ted  areas, th is  task  
stretched the nation’s resources to 
the lim it. Yet, the feat was 
accom plished. For instance, an 
Executive Council for Rivers State 
comprising eight civilians and the 
Military Administrator were named. 
Ken Saro W iwa was appointed 
member of the Executive Council 
with responsibility as Administrator 
o f Bonny Province.

The greatest source o f  concern 
over the war were those from abroad, 
for, as the war dragged on, it became 
apparent that several countries

including Ivory Coast, Tanzania, 
Zambia and Dahomey in Africa as 
well as France, Britain and the US 
in the West were supporting the 
rebels in one way or another. This 
support was most insidious on the 
part o f France and the US because 
it was persistently denied by the 
two governments. West Germany 
and the Scandinavian countries as 
well as the invidious Caritas -the 
so ca lled  C atho lic  R e lie f  
Organisation -interpreted the war 
on religious grounds.

On January  2, the New  
N igerian  repo rted , the US 
Ambassador to Nigeria, Albert 
Mathews, pledging the support o f 
the diplomatic corps to the Federal 
Military Government against the 
rebels. But this was a message 
about which many Nigerians in- 
and out o f  governm ent w ere 
sceptical. On February” 1, the same

Sir Ahmadu Bello

pap er rep o rted  th a t P olice  
Commissioner Alhaji Audu Bako, the 
Military Governor o f Kano had said 
Nigeria was suspicious o f the US 
involvement in the civil war. He was 
speaking in the aftermath o f  the 
controversy over the donation o f 
eigh t m aster a irp lanes for 
transportation o f relief materials to 
the rebel-held areas.

Over the months, there were 
persisten t com plain ts from  the 
Federal Government that the US and 
France as well as the Geneva based 
International Committee o f the Red 
Cross (ICRC), the Vatican’s Caritas 
and the Joint Church Aid were 
arming the rebels under the cover of

relief supplies and humanitarian 
m issions. For example, a report 
cu lled  from  the London based 
Sunday Telegraph and published in 
the New Nigerian o f February 10 
said that the French alone were 
delivering 150 tons o f  arm s to 
Ojukwu every week. These were 
rou ted  th rough  the F rench  - 
speaking West African countries 
esp ec ia lly  D ahom ey to w hich 
Nigeria protested over the use o f its 
air space for illegal ICRC and other 
flights.

However, not all was lost on the 
international arena. M ajor world 
bodies such as the UN and OAU 
remained supportive o f  the federal 
cause. The UN Secretary General, 
U. Thant, maintained a personal 
representative in N igeria for six 
months at a time while the OAU had 
a committee on the Nigerian crisis 
headed by Ethiopia’s Emperor Haile 
S elassie . T here w as also  the 
International Observers team, which 
visited various parts o f the country 
including the crisis-free North where 
they inspected houses abandoned 
by the Igbos at the outbreak o f the 
war.

The cumulative effect o f all these 
was that most responsible members 
o f  the in ternational com m unity 
understood and identified with the 
cause o f  the federal government of 
keeping Nigeria together and united 
in spite o f  the skilful and effective 
anti N igeria propaganda o f  the 
rebels . A part from  reg u lar 
statements o f support, these friendly 
nations ranging from the USSR to 
Kenya and from Egypt to Indonesia 
contributed in blocking the rebel’s 
path to victory. One such classic 
move was when the rebel’s envoys 
were barred from entering the UN 
b u ild ing  in N ew  York by the 
Organisation.

To those who opposed it, the 
governm ent w as unequ ivocal. 
Representing General Gowon at the 
28 nations Commonwealth meeting 
in London in January, Chief Obafemi 
Awolowo, the Vice Chairman o f the 
Federal Executive Council told the 
world: “Nigeria is not accountable 
to any fo re ign  country  fo r the 
conduct o f  her internal affair’s” .

“S im ilarly, when the then F ederal 
Commissioner for Information Chief Anthony 
Enahoro disclosed that the Federal Government 
was considering banning the British  
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) from Nigeria, 
the New N igerian prom ptly  fo llo w ed  the 
revelation  with an ed itoria l titled  “ 
Unwarranted hostility

According to the report in the New 
Nigerian o f January 7, the Federal 
Government had earlier on ensured 
that the Nigerian civil war was not 
an agenda for discussion at the 
meeting.

The New Nigerian had become 
com ple te ly  d isen ch an ted  w ith  
Western nations and organisations 
especially the Commonwealth. In 
particular, the insincerity o f Britain 
had becom e m arked  in  its 
in d efensib le  positio n  over the 
u n ila te ra l d ec la ra tio n  o f  
independence  by Ian S m ith ’s 
minority government in Rhodesia as 
well as its racist immigration policy, 
In an editorial titled “A piece o f 
diplomatic chicanery “published on 
January 11, the paper said “it would, 
be futile to put further pressure on 
B rita in  to do any th ing  about 
Rhodesia”. Before this, an editorial 
title d  “The fu tu re  o f  the 
Commonwealth” and published on 
January 4 had noted that “The world 
is becoming increasingly quizzical 
and the younger generation are too 
practical not to see through the gaps 
which form the old fraying threads 
o f an incongruously woven fabric”.

S im ila rly , w hen the then  
F ed era l C o m m iss io n er fo r
In fo rm atio n  C h ie f  A n thony  
Enahoro disclosed that the Federal 
G o v ern m en t w as co n sid e rin g  
banning the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) from Nigeria, 
the New N igerian  p ro m p tly  
followed the revelation w ith an 
ed ito ria l titled  “ U nw arran ted  
hostility” .

In the editorial published on 
January 14, the paper supported all 
forms of “punitive measures against 
the BBC”, in retaliation for its 
meddlesomeness. The remarkable 
thing here was that despite the 
enormous need the government had 
to rally ‘all round its cause, it did 
not take the machinations o f such 
powerful enemies lightly.

T here can be no com plete  
analysis o f the New Nigerian in this 
period  w ithout m ention ing  the 
famous “sex-in-a-car” scoop. This 
w as a new s sto ry  abou t how  
Andrew Obeya, the then Secretary 
to the B enue-P la teau  State 
Government, was reportedly caught 
making love to a married woman in 
his car. The story which made the 
headline in the paper’s February 1 
edition was to become the subject 
o f  several court cases involving the 
Editor of the New Nigerian, Malam 
A dam u C irom a, and S tephen 
Bamigbele his reporter on the one 
hand and Obeya on the other. With 
characteristic courage, the paper 
stood by its story even though it 
gave the accused ample opportunity 
to air his side.

To be continued
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Govt will continue to guarantee religious rights ' y

The Minister o f State 
for Foreign Affairs, 
Chief Duben Onyia, 

said today in Abuja that the 
Federal Government would 
continue to guarantee every 
Nigerian the right to practice 
his religious belief including 
his right to visit the holy land.

Speaking at the inaugu­
ration o f  the 16-m em ber 
Christian Pilgrims commit­
tee 2001, Onyia reiterated 
government’s determination 
to scale down the level o f its 
involvement in pilgrimage 
affairs as from next year.

He, how ever, assured 
that government would con­
tinue to provide consular as­
sistance to Nigerian pilgrims. 
Onyia reminded members of 
the committee that one o f the 
problem s the governm ent 
had always been faced with 
w as “the p red ic tab le  
abscondment ofNigerian pil­
grims in the holy land, 
t “Although the level o f  
abscondment recorded dur­
ing last year’s pilgrim age 
was less than two per cent, I 
urge your committee to work 
harder for the total elimina­
tion of the ugly incidence of 
abscondment,” he said.

The M inister said the 
elimination o f abscondment 
would make the granting of 
pilgrims group visas by the 
Is rae li a u th o ritie s  m uch 
easier.

In organising the ,2001 
p ilg rim ag e , the N ew s 
Agency o f  Nigeria (NAN) 
reports that the committee is 
expected to liaise with repu­
table airlines for the smooth 
airlift o f the pilgrims to and 
from the holy land; fix air­
fares payable by each pilgrim 
as well as liaise with tour 
agents in Israel.

The committee, which is 
expected to liaise with vari­
ous State Christian Pilgrims 
Welfare Boards in carrying 
out its functions, will also 
take charge o f  all matters 
pertaining to the welfare of 
Christian pilgrims generally.

Onyia assured that gov­
ernm ent w ould p lace ad­
equate resources at the dis­
posal o f  the committee for 
the execution of its assign­
ment.

Responding on behalf o f 
the members, the Chairman 
o f the Committee and former 
G overnor o f  Ondo State, 
E v an g e lis t B am idele

Olumilua, assured the Min­
is te r tha t h is com m ittee  
would work hard to realise 
the objective for which it was 
set up.

“The committee will also 
work towards reducing the 
abscondment rate from the 
two per cent recorded last 
year, he said.

ice-President Atiku 
Abubakar today in 
Abuja urged A fri­

can nations to mobilise re­
sources to wage war against 
the scourge o f  HIV/AIDS 
and tuberculosis, which were 
already affecting the social 
and economic development 
o f the continent.

Addressing participants 
at the opening o f a Techni­
cal and M inisterial W ork­
shop on HIV/AIDS, tubercu-

Atiku urges African countries 
to jointly fight HIV/AIDS

Commission promises to investigate 
murder allegation against Amucheazi

The H um an R ights 
V i o l a t i o n  
Investigation Com­

mission has said it would in­
vestigate the allegation of 
murder against former Direc­
tor o f the National Orienta­
tion Agency (NOA), Prof. 
Elochukwu Oputa, gave the 
C o m m issio n ’s v iew s on 
Monday during its public sit­
ting in Enugu.

Oputa was moved when 
four placard-carrying chil­
dren stood up for about 10 
minutes during the proceed­
ings o f the Commission.

Call those children to 
come closer,” the Chairman 
directed.

As the children moved 
tow ards m em bers o f  the 
panel, O puta asked them

what they wanted the Com­
mission to do for them.

They urged the Commis­
sion, one after the other, to 
prevail on Amucheazi “to 
stop killing us and chasing us 
away from our homes”.

Some o f  the p lacards 
read , “M o th erless  and 
Homeless Children, We beg 
Oputa Human Rights Panel 
to stop Prof. A m ucheazi 
from killing us”, and “No 
m ore ju stice  in A nam bra 
State courts.”

The father o f  the chil­
dren, who said that he had 
forwarded a petition to the 
Commission after he failed 
to obtain ju stice  from  an 
Obosi Magistrate’s court, al­
legedly due to the influence 
o f Amucheazi.

losis and other related infec­
tious d iseases; A bubakar 
said that such action was nec­
essary for the survival o f  fu­
ture generations of the con­
tinent.

The workshop was a pre­
cursor to the First African 
Summit on HIV/AIDS.

“there is greater need for 
African nations to support 
each other and mobilise re­
sources from within and out­
side their borders to over­
come these dreadful diseases 
and for future generations to 
survive as a people and as a 
continent,” he said.

A bubakar em phasised 
the need for African coun­
tries to exchange ideas, share 
experiences and put in place 
measures that would effec­
tively combat the epidemics.

He described the HIV/ 
AIDS and tuberculosis as 
devastating in the African 
continent, a situation, which 
called for drastic measures to 
combat the scourge that af­
fected more o f the youths.

He said the diseases were 
already taking their toll on 
the workforce o f many Afri­

can countries as evidenced in 
their declining status, adding 
that “now is the time to col­
lectively stand up and fight 
the diseases.”

On the w orkshop. 
Abubakar advised partici­
pants to evolve policies, 
strategies and framework' 
for fighting the diseases, bu 
added that ways o f imple 
menting such recommenda­
tions should be identified.

Turnout for the w ork­
shop was impressive as par­
ticipants from many African 
countries, the Unites states 
and N on-G overnm ental 
organisations attended.

Vice-President Atiku Abubakar.
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ADVERTORIAL

W H A T  D O E S  O P P O S I T I O N  W A N T  W I T H  H A J J ?

It has never come to me as a surprise to hear somebody 
from the opposition levelling unfounded accusations 
on the Government. It is normal and expected in every 

democratic society. What is surprising is to accuse the Gov­
ernment o f financial recklessness just because it sponsored 
some people to perform Hajj.

No right thinking Muslim would say that sponsoring 
people to perform Hajj is financial recklessness. This is be­
cause Hajj is an obligatory pillar o f Islam and as a State 
majority o f whose population are Muslims, the Government 
is duty bound to assist its people perform this obligatory 
injunction.

State Government is sponsoring even Christians for their 
holy visit to Israel. In Adamawa State more than 100 Chris­
tians went for the visit to Israel and only or two paid for 
their passage.

Furthermore, there was no Government in Sokoto State 
since the time o f Usman Faruk to date that has not spon­
sored people to perform Hajj with State funds. There were 
even instances when State funds were used to sponsored a 
large number o f non-indigenes to Hajj in this State.

I wonder where was the Chairman o f PDP than that he 
kept mum only to raise his voice now because the State 
Government has sponsored 100 people to perform the Hajj.

I could remember that when Abubakar Shehu Tambawal 
was a m em ber o f  the S tate E xecutive C ouncil, the 
Government then sponsored harlots and free-women and 
even introduced a competition among youth clubs with the 
promise o f Hajj seats as the price, compared to this, then 
what is wrong in sponsoring members o f the Ulama and 
the needy to Hajj?

I believe it is just not right for one to just condemn posi­
tive actions o f a Government just because he found himself 
In the opposition. At the same time having once being a 
member o f  the State Executive Council, the Chairman 
should have reflected on their past deeds before condemn­
ing others.

No one could accuse the present Government o f mis­
placement o f priorities. This is because it has pursued with 
rigour the execution o f  programmes directly linked to the 
welfare of the people. Cast road network, health services,

rural development, education, social welfare, agriculture etc.
There is no single sector where significant progress has 

not been made within the almost two years o f  the Bafarawa 
administration. These developments are on the ground for 
all to see and bear witness. Unlike the past 20 or 50 years 
when development in the State was at standstill.

I believe in a democratic setting, it is the voice o f reason 
that supersedes the voice dissent. Being the Chairman of the 
PDP, Alhaji Abubakar Shehu Tambawal is entitled to his 
opinions, but the question is, is his opinion that o f  the ma­
jority even within his party? The answer is no. Because ma­
jority o f the people o f the State have hailed and acclaimed 
Bafarawa’s gesture. They have equally also appreciated his 
untiring efforts to develop the State.

The people are the one’s to judge not the PDP or its Chair­
man. I remember last year the State PDP was given ten Hajj 
seats which it never rejected neither criticized.

The APP controlled Government has been magnanimous 
to the PDP in relation to Hajj matters. Two members o f the 
PDP namely Tanimu Dangaladima Kyadawa and Alhaji 
Barmo Galadima Danchadi are on the board o f the State Pil­
grimages Welfare Agency. They are representing PDP and 
they never voiced that party’s objection.

Like the Hausa saying “Ba kullum take Juma ’a ba 
Though the party did not get any seat this year it got some 
last year and may yet get in years to come. Having enjoyed 
the privileged the PDP should have been contented to let 
others enjoy it. Not to cry w olf because the party was not 
allocated Hajj seats this year.

Compared to the State Government. What project can 
the PDP controlled Federal Government boast o f  in Sokoto 
State or even the whole country. Alhaji Abubakar Shehu 
should have reflected-to see what the PDP has brought which 
is nothing but endless crisis one after the other. With failure 
to pay State salaries, to ethnic violence and marginalisation, 
while the President is busy on foreign trips or trying to per­
suade the National Assembly to let him acquire a new Presi­
dent fleet. There is no significant change and no develop­
ment efforts, Poverty Alleviation? UBE? And other endless 
phony projects without result. Those are issues that need to 
be objectively criticized. I believed one has to put his house

in order before condemning others. Unlike the Federal Gov­
ernment, the APP Government in Sokoto State has been 
fair to all many parties, many PDP Supporters in the State 
have benefited from government patronage.

It will be fair for the Sokoto State Chairman o f the PDP 
to reflect and see what they have done to the State during 
their tenure in the aborted third republic. Most o f the present 
elders, o f the party in the State have been either within the | 
then State Executive Council o f party leaders. But what 
legacy have they left behind?

I recalled that during the tenure o f  the State PDP Chair­
man as Commissioner o f education, the Chairman slated 
two hours daily from 10-12noon for distributing money to 
parties supporters in his office. I believe this is not what 
can be called good financial management . I also equally 
believed that the money distributed by the Chairman at that 
time was from the Public funds because his salary could 
not be enough for such spree.

No wonder the recent criticism by the Chairman came 
at a time when his party has been dormant for quite some­
times without even a State Chairman. His criticism there­
fore, can be likened to the cry o f  a lonely wolf seeking to 
attract attention.

The Chairman should realized that the Government has 
many obligations to its people and one o f such obligations 
is to help them discharge their religious duties.

I would not be surprised that the Chairman is crying 
w olf because he has not been able to secure a contract from 
the State Government.

Lastly, I feel bound as a patriotic indigene o f Sokoto 
State to call on all patriotic indigenes o f the State to discard 
political differences and cooperate with the Govemmentr 
in the task o f developing the State.A

x/..
Alhaji Hussaini Tukur Faru, 
Sokoto
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Crime &  Punishment
Adams Oshiomhole, NLC, 

others sued for NIOm
The National President 

o f  the  N igeria  
L abour C ongress 

(N LC ), Mr. A dam s 
Oshiomhole has been sued 
at a Federal High Court sit­
ting in Abuja for N 1 Om 

The National President of 
the National Union o f  Air 
T ransport Em ployees 
(NUATE), Mr Corman C. 
Nnorom instituted the suit 
against the President o f the 
NLC and 13 others for their 
infringement o f  his funda­
mental rights to fair hearing 
and association.

According to the origi­
nating summons filed at the 
Federal High Court, Abuja 
pursuant to Order 2 Rule 1 
(1) of the Fundamental Hu­
man Right (Enforcement Pro­
cedure) Rule Cap-62 Laws of 
the Federation o f Nigeria, 
1990, the plaintiff is seeking 
an order o f the court to grant 
him leave to apply for the en­
forcement o f his fundamen­
tal right to association and 
for redress for infringement 
of same.

In his affidavit in support 
of his application, the former 
chairman ofNUATE is seek-

By Uwem Umo

ing a declaration o f the court 
that his purported suspen­
sion from participating in any 
meeting of the organs o f the 
NLC for a period of two years 
is ultra rives, illegal and void 
and that his suspension as 
the N ational President o f 
NUATE is also ultra vires, il­
legal and void.

C h ie f N norom  is also 
seeking an order of injunction 
restra in in g  A dam s
Oshiomhole and thirteen oth­
ers, by themselves, agents, 
privies, officers, employees or 
otherwise from continuing in 
any way to enforce the said 
suspension and order re ­
straining them from prevent­
ing him from performing his 
functions junctions as the 
duly elected president o f  
NUATE and as a member of 
the Central Working Commit­
tee and National Executive 
Council ofNUATE.

Furtherm ore, C h ief 
Nnorom is seeking an order 
of the court directing the At­
torney General of the Federa­
tion and Minister o f Justice 
(14th defendant) to commis-

Adams
sion an investigation into the 
allegation o f attempt to offer 
and receive bribe levelled 
against him.

It will be recalled that at 
the National Executive Coun­
cil meeting o f the NLC held 
betw een June 12 and 13, 
2000, the president o f the 
NLC, Mr. Adams Oshiomhole 
accused Mr. Nnorom of at­
tem pting to sabotage the 
strike action embarked upon 
at the time by the NLC by 
negotiating with government 
official for a bribe of N 140m 
for the officers of the NLC to 
stop the strike.

Sacked area court judges appeal for reinstatement

Sixty-four former area 
court judges in Kebbi 
have appealed to the 

state Governor Alh. Adamu 
Alieru to reinstate them to 
their jobs in the interest of 
equity and justice.

Exchanging views with 
Governor Aliero at the Gov­
ernm ent H ouse, B irn in  
Kebbi, through a spokesman, 
Mallam Bunza, the judges 
said the committee set up to 
screen them, was influenced 
by frivolous petitions that 
cast aspersion on their char­
acters, constituting the main 
reason why they  w ere 
dropped.

The spokesman offered 
prayers for the success o f the 
governor, his party, the APP 
and the forthcoming by-elec-

tions in the state in a bid to 
win the governor’s sympa­
thy.

The spokesman told the 
governor that they supported 
him whole heartedly because 
o f his rapid developmental 
efforts and prayed for his 
continuous success while 
denying ever offering prayers 
agaipst him as a group.

He claimed that the com­
mittee set up to screen the 
judges, dropped 64 o f them 
following petitions sent to it 
that some o f them were not 
competent or had indulged in 
some unethical practise and 
were not given the opportu­
nity to defend themselves.

It was at that juncture 
that the governor and judge

deferred, as the governor, 
to ld  them  to forget their 
dreams o f returning to their 
chambers as he had complete 
confidence in the committee 
that undertook the assign­
ment. By any allegation, 
rather, he said, the commit­
tee has followed the laid- 
down rules governing the se­
lection o f judges for Shari’a 
courts and those who could 
not meet the criteria were 
dropped.

He said his government 
was hum ane to allow the 
judges to continue to draw 
their salaries pending their 
redeployment to schools to 
go and teach Islamic Studies, 
“as some schools currently 
lack Islamic teacher.

President, National Association o f Nigerian Students, Mr. Olaleye Olusegun, making a 
point while IGP, Musiliu Smith, (right), DIG Bukar Ali, (centre), listen during the IGP/ 
student leaders summit in Abuja...recently.________________________Pix: Felix Onigbinde

Following the allegation, 
a five man committee was set 
up by the central working 
committee of the NLC to in­
vestigate the matter and the 
plaintiff is claiming that the 
committee was composed of 
people biased against him 
while he was also not given 
a fair hearing by being al­
lowed to cross examine those 
who testified or accused him 
of the allegation of bribery. 
The plaintiff in his affidavit 
accused the NLC president 
of dictatorial tendencies and 
also of teleguiding the inves­
tigating committee.

The case comes up on 
May 7, 2001 before Justice 
(Mrs) Binta Murtalla Nyako.

C o u rt orders  
la w y e r ’ s arrest

A n A saba C h ie f 
M agistrate Court 
presided over by 
Mr. Steve Okebu has issued 

a warrant o f arrest for one 
Moses Oddiri, a Lagos law­
yer, who allegedly escaped 
from lawful custody at the 
Ogwashi-Ukwu prisons on 
February 23 this year.

Okebu said he order is 
based on the combined pro­
v isions o f  Sections 143, 
281 (1) and 351 of the criminal 
procedure laws o f Bendel 
state, also applicable in Delta.

He also ordered the Delta 
state commissioner of police

P o lic e  n a b  r o b b e r y
g a n g  in

The police in Lagos 
have nabbed three 
m em bers o f  a 
notorious robbery gang that 

have been giving residents 
o f Surulere local government 
area in Lagos sleep less 
nights.

Some residents o f  the 
area arrested the suspects 
following a police tip off.

In a criminal charge No. 
A/69/2001 filed by the police 
against the suspects before 
a Lagos C hief M agistrate 
court Igbosere, the accused 
persons -  Augustine Nkwo 
(25 years). Onyeka Ajufo (31 
years) and 25-year-old Julius 
Okoh were alleged to have 
conspired together with oth­
ers now on the run on 20 
March at 2001 Surulere to 
commit armed robbery.

Julius Okoh, according to 
the prosecutor was found to 
be in unlawful possession of 
one locally made double bar­
rel gun, which he could not 
give satisfactory account.

The prosecutor also al­
leged that Onyeka Ajufo was 
found with ten (10) wraps of

L a g o s
F rom Adelanwa Bamgboye,
in Lagos______________

weeds suspected to be In­
dian hemp.

Smith, IG
C hief m agistrate A.O. 

Odugbesan in her ruling or­
dered that the accused per­
sons be rem anded in the 
prison custody pending at 
legal advise from the Lagos 
State Director of Public Pros­
ecution (DPP).

No plea was taken from 
the accused while further 
hearing was fixed for 28 May, 
2001.

to carry out a comprehensive 
investigation into the manner 
and circumstances surround­
ing the incident, saying that 
the police should report back 
to the court within 14 days.

In making the ruling, the 
C hief Magistrate said that 
any prison staff involved in 
the escape or surreptitious 
smuggling out o f  the sus­
pect, should be arrested ar­
raigned for frustrating the 
course o f justice.

He also ordered the comp­
troller o f the Federal prisons 
Ogwashi-Uku to be present 
in court on May 15 to listen 
to the findings o f the court.

Okebu’s ruling followed 
an application made by Se­
nior State Counsel, Marcel 
Okoj asking for an inquiry to 
unravel the m ystery sur­
rounding O ddiri’s escape 
from lawful custody and for 
an order on the comptroller 
o f prisons to produce Oddiri 
at the next hearing, while pris­
ons staff involved be pun­
ished.

Okebu in the ruling, how 
ever, discountenanced argu 
ments by Oddiri counsel, I.S. 
Ujobo, that the court should 
adjourn the mater indefinitely, 
because o f an appeal coming 
up before the Court o f Ap­
peal in Benin.

The magistrate said that 
the Court o f Appeal did not 
order a stay o f proceedings 
saying that it had jurisdiction 
over the matter based on the 
ruling of Asaba High Court, 
which overturned the ruling 
o f a Lagos High Court grant­
ing Oddiri bail.

Oddiri is standing trial 
over alleged seditious publi­
cations accusing the Delta 
state governor, James Ibori o f 
complicity in the murder of 
Chief Alfred Rewane.

...apologise for w rong prosecution

The Nigerian Police 
through prosecuting 
Deputy o f Superin­

tendent o f  Police (DSP), 
Ochogun over the weekend 
at the Ibgbosere Chief Mag­
istrate Court Lagos withdrew 
crim inal charges and 
apologised to Lagos based 
Lawyer, Michael Akintunde 
Savage who was on 8th March 
2001 arraigned over alleged 
robbery.

Before the charge was 
struck out by senior magis­
trate Jimoh Fashola, pros­
ecuting DSP Ochogun as­
sured the court that if the in­
vestigation had been done, 
the accused would not heave 
been arraigned in the first 
instance.

Daily Trust gathered that 
Michael Savage who is 18 
years in the bar had visited 
the zone II command in the 
discharge of his professional 
duties.

Since the evidence of in-

F ro m  A d elan w a
Bamgboye, in Lagos

volvement in the alleged rob­
bery was found against him, 
the Police prosecutor with­
drew the charge and 
apologised to the lawyer.

Michael Akintunde Sav­

age, a lawyer and son of Mr. 
Justice Babatunde Savage, a 
former Lagos High Court 
Judge was represented by 
C hief Kin Sikuade (SAN) 
with him were Chief Shotayo- 
Aro, Admole Ekundayo and 
Segun Oyename.

Three suspects face robbery charge

Three men suspected to 
be security guards at 
Hallmark Bank Lagos 
have been arraigned before 

a Chief Magistrate Court in 
Lagos w here they  w ere 
charged  w ith  arm ed 
consp iracy  and arm ed 
robbery.

The accused  persons 
were alleged to have con­
spired with others now on 
the run on March 4th, 2001 at 
about 3:20 hours at Hallmark 
Bank Branch at N o.60/62 
Enu-Owa Street Idumagbo, 
Lagos to commit armed rob­
bery.

Specifically, I Deho Timo­
thy (29 years) Sunday Ogah 
(48 years) and 26 year old

F ro m  A d e lan w a
Bamgboye, in Lagos

Adewale Sunddy were said 
to have robbed the sum of 
N 13,553,000 property oi'Hall- 
mark Bank Branch idumagbo 
-  Lagos.

Prosecuting Police In­
spector, Onyenadiri R.C. from 
A lagbon A agbon close, 
Ikoyi, Lagos, told the court 
that the accused persons 
committed the offence while 
armed with offensive weap­
ons to wit guns and other 
dangerous items.

The charge No. B/59/2001 
was read out to the accused 
persons in E nglish  L an­
guage, but no plea was taken 
from them.
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Farmers association seeks clarification on deregulation
he National Farmers’ 
Association under the 
auspices o f  National 

A gricultural C oordinating 
C om m ittee  yesterday , 
stormed the National press 
cen ter in the ir thousands 
seeking clarificati<rm on what 
the governm ent m eant by 
deregulation.

In his address at the 
occasion, the chairman of the 
association, Alhaji Abubakar 
W odi, said  the F a rm ers’ 
mission was to “receive the 
b rie fin g  fresh  from  the 
original source.”

He said the grassroots 
farmers, which he claimed 
make up about 75% of the total 
population o f the nation were 
le ft ou t in the  p rocess 
towards deregulation.

According to him, it was 
because o f  “out size and 
significance in the economic 
sector that we have decided 
to request you to grant us the 
briefing session.” This, he 
said, would make the farmers 
pa rtak e  in the d ec is io n ­
making process on the road 
to deregulation.

The chairm an  who 
b lam ed  the w oes o f 
Agriculture in recent times on 
m ilita ry  in cu rsio n  into 
politics, said the sector is 
b a s ic a lly  su ffe rin g  from  
neg lec t. F urtherm ore , he 
listed three factors which had

|B y  Ik e n n a  E m e k a  O k p a n i |

led to what he called Waterloo 
o f  A griculture in Nigeria. 
They include the intervention 
and long stay o f the military 
in power, the civil war which

Engr. M uham m ed Abba-G ana  

depleted the hefty and robust 
youths who hitherto worked 
on the farms into the army; 
and the ex p lo ra tio n  o f  
petroleum products leading 
to abandonm en t o f  the 
agricultural sector.

Seeking to know more 
about deregulation which he 
describ ed  as a new  
vocabulary, especially to the 
g rassro o ts  fa rm ers , the  
chairman asked the Minister 
o f Information and National 
Orientation, Prof Jerry Gana,

to exp la in  w hat w as 
responsible for the failure to 
implement the price tag for 
petroleum  products? What 
p ro sp ec ts  aw aited  the 
g rassroo ts farm ers under 
d e reg u la ted  petro leum  
products?  W hat w ere the 
secu rity  m easu res for 
ensuring that our operations 
and such v ita l p roducts- 
petrol, diesel, kerosene and 
engine oil remain available at 
affordable prices. He also 
sought to know if  the hike in 
transport fare would come 
down among others.

In his answers, Prof Gana 
p ra ised  the level o f  
mobilization o f the farmers, 
describing it as worthy o f 
emulation. He said the federal 
government was determined 
to  g ive every  support 
necessary to farmers to help 
them produce adequate food 
for the population.

Deregulation, the minister 
said, “simply means opening 
the market for more people to 
com e in , to  rem ove the 
monopoly o f  the NNPC. It is 
just a kind o f market libera­
lization so that other people 
can participate,” he said.

For this to work, accor­
ding Prof Gana, government 
cannot sit in the office and fix 
prices for petroleum products 
bu t w ould  a llow  m arket 
forces to work out the price.

“It is likely that prices 
might slightly increase but as 
more companies compete, 
the prices will normalize. This 
will lead to rise in some places 
and fall in some others,” the 
minister emphasized.

N oticing that govern­
ment regulated prices for 
p e tro leum  p roducts had 
always been flaunted, Prof. 
Gana allayed the fear o f  the 
people that prices might not 
be reasonable. He said a 
regulatory agency made up 
of Stakeholders, like Nigerian 
Labour Congress, farmers, 
journalist, private sector, 
e.t.c. w ill be establish to 
monitor the activities o f  the 
independent refineries and 
suppliers.

On the fear that transport 
fares would be hiked, the 
m inister said that govern­
ment was working towards 
bringing in new efficient cars 
and buses which consume 
less fuel. He also said the 
railway was being revived to 
p rov ide  the req u ired  
alternative to road transport.

The M inister thanked 
the fa rm ers fo r seek ing  
clarification from his office 
and urged them to support 
deregulation as this was the 
only way o f making them 
king in the  petro leum  
distribution network.

Cornershops may serve as courtrooms in Abuja

W orried  by the 
sho rtage  o f  
•courtroom s in 

the Federal Capital Territory 
(FC T) the new ly elected  
chairm an  o f  N ig eria  Bar 
Association (NBA), Abuja 
branch, Mr. Ola Olanipekun, 
has urged the Chief Judge of 

, Federal C apital Territory, 
Justice Mohammed Saleh, to 

^  ’‘ire cornershops and private 
g i ld in g s  as courtrooms.

In a news bulletin o f  the 
associations, the chairman 
said the working condition of

| By E m m a n u e l A n d e  |

magistrates is appalling as 
about four magistrates share 
one cham ber and one 
courtroom , adding that it 
reduces their productivity.

Olanipekun also drew the 
attention o f the Chief Judge 
to  the behaviour o f  some 
High Court Staff who charge 
arbitrary fees for services and 
p referred  p rocessing  
declaration o f  age forms.

The chairman requested 
for the release o f the NBA 
dressing  room  w hich the

court has taken over, saying 
the  in d ig n ity  o f  law yers 
dressing outside the court 
w as n eed less and 
preventable.

In his response, the Chief 
Judge said the basic problem 
o f the judiciary was lack o f 
funds, adding that the court 
has not received her capital 
vote for the year 2001, four 
months into the year.

He further disclosed that 
the h igh court has 
constructed about 10 court 
rooms but cannot occupy it 
owing to lack o f  facilities like

access roads, w ater and 
light.

The Chief judge also told 
the visiting delegation that 
within six weeks the members 
o f  N BA  w ill w itness a 
positive change in the FCT 
Ju d ic ia ry  C om m ission . 
Commenting on the unruly 
behaviour o f the high court 
staff, he said a disciplinary 
judge would be appointed to 
handle such complaints.

M assive housing  schem  
underway in Abuja -  Abba-Gam

A -
. x V a i ]

plan to build a large- 
scale housing estate 
limed at addressing 

p rob lem s o f  low -incom e 
earners, is underway in Abuja.

T he F edera l C ap ita l 
T errito ry  m in is te r Engr. 
M oham m ed A bba-G ana, 
d isclosed  this on M onday 
w hen he fea tu red  on the 
A frican  Independen t 
T elev ision  (A IT ) live 
programme “K aKaki”.

In a press statement issued 
to Daily Trust, the minister 
said the cardinal programmes 
o f  the O basan jo  
administration in the FCT, was 
to improve the satellite towns 
and the opening up o f  new 
layouts for decent low-cost 
housing estates.

Engr. A bba-G ana, 
d isc lo sed  tha t the new 
housing scheme would take 
off fully before the end o f this 
year.

A ccord ing  to him , the 
federa l governm en t has 
already earmarked a huge sum 
o f money for the take-off o f 
the programme.

He added that the private 
sector will also be involved in 
the scheme.

Engr. Abba-Gana said the 
governm ent private sector 
p a rtn e rsh ip  in housing  
development would entail real 
estate development, which will 
add itio n  c rea te  jo b  
opportunities for Nigerians.

The minister pointed out 
that the envisaged partnership 
betw een  governm ent and 
business in the physical and 
infrastructural development of 
the territory, would reduce the 
accommodation costs.

Engr. Abba-Gana said his 
ministry was already holding 
discussions on the scheme 
w ith  bo th  N ig erian  and 
in te rn a tio n a l p riva te  
investors.

By Em m anuel Ande

S peaking  on po\» 
supply, he emphasized : 
the federal government 
taken m easures to ensur 
reliable pow er supply nc 
only in the FCT but all o r  
the federation.

The problem of electnc 
supply, he explained, u 3 ' ~* 
created by this administrar 
saying, “we inherited it f~ 
past regimes.”

He, however, promi 
tha t the Obasa 
government was detemu 
to b rin g  about a las:: 
solution to the problem 

Engr. Abba-Gana said 
th is  end, the  N a tu '-  
A ssem bly  has alre 
approved  m oney for I 
re h ab ilita tio n  o f  po«  
stations at Kainji. Shiraai 
Afam, Sapele, Jibia ano 
power-generation stance* 
Nigeria.

He expressed optr 
that by the end o f this > 
the e lec tric ity  genera: 
capacity of the stations »  
reach at least 3000 megaw 

On his programrr.c 
transforming Abuja fro -  
concrete to a garden cir. 
FCT minister said his i 
was set for the official tax c 
of the tree-planting c

He said his concc?: 
Abuja was that o f "a 
serene city w ith trees 
flowers lining the strc 
Such trees he stressed. w 
not only provides shades 
also harbour friendly 
and animals.

Engr. Abba-Gana. «■ 
the firs t top govern 
functionary to feature ea 
“Ka Kaki” programme 
the return o f the AIT to 
a irw aves, p ra ised  
electronic medium fof 
creative programming 
wished them success in 
endeavours.

Airport staff undergo noise screenin

A

Wife o f  the Vice-President, Mrs. Titi Abubakar (left) and wife ofRivers State Governor, Hon. Justice 
Odili during the opening o f  WOCLEF buidling in Abuja ... recently. Pix by Felix Onigbinde

s part of activities for 
the celebration o f  

.th is  y e a r ’s
In te rn a tio n a l no ise
awareness day, the Federal 
M inistry o f  Environm ent 
y esterday , conducted  a 
screening exercise among 
w orkers at the N nam di 
A zik iw e In te rn a tio n a l 
airport, Abuja to determine 
the effect o f  airport noise on 
the workers.

The sc reen ing , is a 
fo llow -up  to last y e a r ’s 
exercise which revealed an 
appreciable loss o f hearing 
among airport workers, is a 
step tow ards contro lling  
noise  p o llu tio n  in  the 
environment.

More than one hundred 
a irp o rt w orkers w ere 
screened, including their 
Assistant General Manager

|~By A u s tin e  Odo~~]

O p era tio n s, Mr. M ichael 
Owolabi, who disclosed that 
the airport authorities were 
taking steps to implement the 
m inistry’s recommendations 
on noise pollution among staff, 
which he said, was- causing 
auditory ailments among them. 
He sta ted  that the a irport 
authorities would not hesitate 
to implement the m inistry’s 
recom m endations on the 
exercise, which he described 
as desirable.

E nv ironm en t m in istry  
officials, said the choice o f  the 
airport was informed by their 
operational strategy, to study 
the effect o f noise in different 
env ironm ents such as the 
railw ays, m otor parks and 
airports. This they said, would 
include screening o f school 
ch ildren  and com m unities 
living around the airport.

“We have targ 
airports and motor par».» 
see the effect o f noise < 
workers in these places, 
officials said, adding tha: 
exercise will be extended 
the textile factories as part' 
an env ironm en ta l he 
audit of workers in that

Mrs. Kerna Chikwe
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON PRIVATISATION

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN 
PRIVATISATION BY CONCESSIONING

OF
(1) INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR COMPLEX, LAGOS 

(2) NATIONAL ARTS THEATRE, LAGOS
(3) TAFAWA BALEWA SQUARE, LAGOS

1. In line with the on-going Privatisation Programme o f the Federal 
Government o f Nigeria, the National Council on Privatisation 
hereby ;inyites Expressions o f  Interest (EOIs) from prospective 
Concessionaires in tfid above listed enterprises.

2.' hitqrflatifnal Trade Complex. Lagos is Strategically located 
along 'LagoS-Badagry Expressway, a major gateway into 
Nigeria- >It is involved-in renting out oM ce’ accommodation, 
organisation of exhibitions and trade fairs, renting out o f  
facilities like balls, and ppen spaces for seminars, weddings 
conference? an i other ceremonies, as Well as the publication o f  
irfi&riiialion booRlfetk; ’ '
» * 1 ■ ' - ‘ . ’

Watibpal lArts “ Theatre. Lagos is strategically located in 
Iganjnu, Uigos, and was established by Decree No. 47 o f  1991 to 
provide technical and professional support services to national 
an<d international performers, and it is also an avenue for 
exhibition o f arts, paintings, furniture,. building materials, 
science equipment and Other industrial products. Other services 
like seminars, weddings, conferences and other ceremonies are 
hosted.

Tafawa Balewa Square Investment Ltd is located at 
Racecourse in the heart o f Lagos. It was designed to provide 
hire facilities for social gathering. It is also involved in property 
development and management. There is ample land for 
additional development o f commercial facilities.

3. Interested Concessionaires must possess the right technical, 
financial and management capacities in facility management and 
real estate development in order to be successful in the pre- 
aualificatinn exercise, which will short-list candidates.

4. To qualify; interested <Gqncesstonaire& must possess verifiable . 
evideSnce o f the fondling:’*;
•• , *. ' ;

■* ; -Hxpfcii^ce; oft managing sjipBar facilities overseas 
aji|/or in Nigeria 

* .Ample* financial resources to grow tne facility and 
- enhance shareholder’s value.!

5. Only qualified bidders will be contacted and given a period of 
four weeks within which they are expected to carry out due 
diligence on the facility they are interested in, before submitting 
a bid. Upon receipt o f bids from qualified bidders, the National 
Council on Privatization (NCP) shall invite one or more of the 
top bidders for negotiation, which might include a final 
opportunity to further, revise their bids.

6. Interested Concessionaires should indicate their interest by 
providing the following:
■ Full name of the Company and the contact person, postal 

address, telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address;
■ Ownership structure;

Name(s) of major shareholders and ,
percentage shareholding;

■ Financial Strength:
Annual Turnover

Total Assets 
Net Assets 
Liquidity Ratio .
Shareholder’s equity (including minority interest) 
Mariqet capitalization (if  applicable). 

r Audit Accounts for the last three yean
■ Technical and Operational Capabilities:

Years in the Estate Management industry 
NunArer o f countries ̂ operating in, and 
Number o f professions employed (%of all employees^ 

:• Coiripany Experience:
How many years of1 Operating in Nigeria 
How many years o f operating outside Nigeria 
Netwprk in Nigeria 

. ; - International Experience
■ Management Team:

Number o f years at Management level o f the Chief 
Executive
Percentage with less than 10 years experience in the 
industry
Percentage o f management with relevant Post Graduate
Professional qualification
Aggregate years in the industry
Percentage o f Nigerians in the management team

■ Minimum period for which a commitment will be made to
remain in the company and provide managerial and
technical direction;

• Evidence o f ample financial resources;
• Percentage equity stake being sought in company;
■ Payment o f a non-refundable fee o f $ 15,000

7. Enquiries should be directed to:

Attention: Mr Nasir Ahmad el-Rufai 
„ Member/SeCr'ftary

National Council on Privatisation 
Secretariat;
Bureau o f Public Enterprises 
Plot 1 Osup Crescent 
Off Ibrahim Babangida Way 
Maitama District
P.M.B. 442, Garki, Abuja, Nigeria
Tel: 234-9-4134636-46
Fax:234-9-4134642,4134661,
e-mail: bpegen@micro.com ne: bpe@bpeng.org

NEXT STEPS

The Information Memorandum and Bidding Instructions on the enterprise(s) 
will be made available to short-listed candidates. Bids will be opened at 
11a.m. on May 28, 2001. The National Council on Privatisation will 
announce the winner within four weeks o f the negotiation.

All expressions of interest must be received not later than 5:00p.m May 
25,2001.

Net Income

mailto:bpegen@micro.com
mailto:bpe@bpeng.org
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Struggling Brazil desperate for win against Peru
Fplayed

our-tim e w orld  
champions Brazil, the 
only country to have 

pTayed at all 16 World Cups, 
take on Peru W ednesday 
knowing that defeat could 
leave,their record in serious 
danger.

B raz il’s repu ta tion  as 
world beaters is in tatters af­
ter a series of dismal perfor­
mances and results in the 
South American World Cup 
qualifying group, culminat­
ing in last month’s stunning 
1-0 defeat in Ecuador.

C oach Em erson Leao, 
who has m ade sw eeping 
changes with former world 
player o f the year, Rivaldo 
among the casualties, knows 
that the knives will be out 
should his team fail again.

The game will be played 
in Sao Paulo’s Morumbi sta­
dium and i t ’s notoriously 
fickle crowd, which threw 
Brazilian flags onto the pitch 
in protest during Brazil’s last 
match at the venue -  even 
though they beat Colombia 1- 
0.

Brazil have slumped to 
third in the group with 20 
points from 1 \  games, only 
one ahead o f Ecuador and 
two ahead o f  C olom bia. 
Meanwhile, they are eight 
po in ts behind leaders 
Argengina and three adrift o f 
Paraguay.

Only the top four teams 
qualify automatically for Ja­
pan and South Korea next

year, while the fifth plays off 
against the Oceania region 
winners, so Brazil know they 
cannot afford any more slip 
ups.

Leao, who took over only 
six months ago, has included 
seven uncapped players in his 
squad and only three o f the 
country’s foreign-based stars.

He claimed that the oth­
ers, R ivaldo and Real 
Madrid’s Roberto Carlos in­
cluded, are at their maximum 
limit after a long European 
season during which they 
have com m uted once a 
month to South America.

The overseas p layers, 
however, have been accused 
of lack o f effort. After the de­
feat by Ecuador, former cap­
tain Zico compared the play­
ers to civil servants “who just 
turn up for work to clock in.

“Let’s be optimistic, said 
Lead when he was asked 
about the possible conse­
quences of another defeat. “I 
don’t think we can play that 
badly for two games in a 
row. ’

Peru are seventh with 11 
points but, after a convincing
3-1 w in over a rch -riva ls  
Chile last month, have redis­
covered their confidence.

Peruvian hopes of victory 
w ill depend largely  on 
w hether G erm an-based 
striker Claudio Pizarro is able 
to find his goal scoring touch 
at international level.

Pizarro is among the top

Desparate...Brazil, seeking World Cup redemption, will face the Peru­
vian challenge in Sao Paolo tonight.

scorers in the Bundesliga, but 
has managed only one goal 
in the World Cup qualifiers 
and has been guilty o f some 
poor marksmanship. Had he 
been in on form, Peru, who 
alw ays create  p len ty  o f 
chances, would probably be 
several points better off.

Two other teams in des­
perate need o f points meet 
Tuesday in Santiago when 
Chile, ravaged by injury and 
suspension, take on Uruguay.

Chile, missing Reinaldo

Navia, Jorge Vargas, Ricardo 
Rojas and Miguel Ramirez 
th rough suspension  and 
striker Marcelo Salas through 
injury, are languishing eighth 
place with only ten points.

Uruguay are sixth after 
last month’s home defeat by 
Paraguay and have slipped 
three points behind fifth- 
placed Colombia. They will 
be m issing  Juventus de­
fender, Paolo Montero, who 
pick up a second yellow card 
in the last match.

C olom bia v is it tab le- 
propping Venezuela, who 
have lost all but one o f their 
eleven games.

Central defender Jorge 
Bermudez, captain of Argen­
tine and South A m erican 
champions Boca Juniors, is in 
Colombian squad and ex­
pected to play his first game 
for Colombia in nearly a year.

He was dropped follow­
ing the 3-1 defeat at home to 
Argentina last June and then 
fell out w ith  coach Luis 
Garcia. Colombia are without 
injured goalkeeper O scar 
Cordoba, Berm udez team  
mate at Boca.

Ecuador, who believe 
they have a chance o f quali­
fying for their first W orld 
Cup, are at home to Paraguay 
at high altitude in Q uito, 
w here they have dropped 
only one point in six outings.

Paraguay, however, have 
a reasonable away record and 
have done well in their pre­
vious games at altitude, draw­
ing with Bolivia in La Paz 
and beating  C olom bia in 
Bogota.

Argentina, virtually cer­
tain of qualifying, make the 
dreaded trip to La Paz, where 
they take on Bolivia at 3,600 
metres above sea level.

Beaten 2-1 in their last 
World Cup match in a La Paz 
four years ago, Argentine 
have left out striker Gabriel 
Batistuta and replaced with 
Juan Esnaider.

Fenech leads 
call to ban 

wom en’s boxing

B arcelona axe Serra Ferrer
~'T' lorenc Serra Ferrer’s
I  reign as B arcelona
;  ,/coach ended on Mon­

day when he was sacked af­
ter a string o f poor results.

C lub p residen t Joan 
Gaspart announced the deci­
sion following a three-hour 
meeting with the board of di­
rectors - 24 hours after the 
Catalan giants suffered a hu­
miliating 3-1 defeat to relega­
tion-threatened Osasuna.

B arcelona fin ished  
S unday’s game w ith ju st 
eight men on the field after 
Simao, Ivan de la Pena and 
Sergi were all given their 
matching orders.

“I take full responsibility 
for th is  d ec is io n ,” said 
Gaspart.

“It was my decision to ap­
point him, although all the 
other candidates pledged to 
do so as well, and it’s my de­
cision to let him go.

“I met with Serra Ferrer 
face to face earlier on Mon­
day.

“He was not in agreement 
with this decision. I t’s the 
saddest day in my career as 
Barcelona president.”

Gaspart revealed techni­
cal director Carles Rexach 
will take temporary control 
until the end of tHte season, as­
sisted by former club captain 
Jose Ramon Alexanco.

Rexach has already expe­
rienced the pressures of the 
N ou Camp w hen he was 
given temporary charge fol­
lowing the departure o f Johan 
Cryuffin 1996.

He said: “My job is to 
bring some enjoyment back 
to the side over the remain­
der of the season.

“We also need to boost 
our m orale and show our 
quality.”

However, Gaspart said

Serra Ferrer will retain his 
form er role as director o f 
football - he still has four 
years left on his contract in 
the position - but will have no 
direct input on the remainder 
of the season.

Barcelona currently lie in 
fifth position in the Spanish

league, a massive 17 points 
behind league leaders and 
arch rivals Real Madrid.

Specu lation  now  su r­
rounds Valencia coach Hec­
tor Cuper as a possible re­
placement at the Nou Camp 
next season.

F orm er w orld
cham pion, Je ff  
Fenech has called for 

a ban on women’s boxing 
after A ustralia’s Patricia 
D evellerez was left in a 
coma after a weekend bout 
in New Zealand.

D evellerez, 25, was 
knocked  out by New 
Zealander Agnes Tuitama in 
an invitational amateur tour­
nam ent held in 
Christchurch.

She was taken to a 
nearby hosp ita l and 
urderwent surgery to drill a 
hole in her skull to relieve 
pressure on her brain and 
was induced into a coma by 
doctors.

The inaugural women’s 
boxing  w orld
cham pionsh ips are 
scheduled to take place in 
Texas later this year but 
Fenech, who won three 
w orld  title s  during  a 
glittering career in the ring, 
told the ABC he wanted 
women’s boxing banned.

“I don’t care what any­
body says, we all may be 
equal, two arms and two 
legs, but ladies aren’t as 
tough as men,” Fenech said.

“They can’t take punish­
ment the way a man can and 
I don’t think it’s ladylike for 
a lady to fight.

“Obviously we live in a 
democratic world so we’re 
free to do what we want to 
do but ladies fighting, for 
me, is a no-no”.

Ikpeba wants out of Dortmund
F orm er A frican 

Footballer o f the Year, 
Victor Ikpeba of Nige­
ria, has m ade it clear ne 

would like to leave his Ger­
man club Borussia Dortmund 
because the team’s coach no 
longer appears to see a role 
for nim in the starting line­
up  _

Juventus confirm Davids failed test
Serie A side Juventus 

have confirm ed that 
Edgar Davids failed a 
drug test after his side’s game

Davids

against Udinese on 4 March.
The Italian giants were 

in form ed by the Ita lian  
Olympic Committee (CONI) 
that the Dutch midfielder had 
failed the anti-doping test.

Juventus revealed on their 
w ebsite  th a t D avids had 
given a “non-negative” re­
sult.

But they would not con­
firm that the drug in question 
was nandrolone, which had 
been widely reported.

The news follows Lazio 
defender Fernando Couto’s 
second failed test, announced 
at the weekend, which re­
vealed  he had excess 
nandrolone in his system.

Juventus m id fie lder 
Davids came under suspicion

Medvedev continues upset of seeds

Andrei Medvedev came 
from a break down in 
the final set to beat 

F rench  10th seed C edric 
Pioline 2-6, 6-4,7-6 on a bad 
firs t m orning fo r the 
favourites in the Barcelona 
Open on Monday.

Medvedev, who has been 
short of his best form so far 
this season on his way back 
from a serious ankle injury 
suffered last year, looked to 
be down and out as Pioline 
broke in the second game of 
the deciding set and built a 4- 
2 lead.

But the Ukranian, runner-

up in the French Open in 
1999, rediscovered his touch 
on the clay of Barcelona to 
score a memorable comeback 
win.

He broke in game seven 
with some blistering returns 
of serve and held on twice to 
stay in the match, the second 
time to love, when serving at
4-5 and 5-6.

Pioline claimed a mini 
break at the start o f the tie- 
break but it was Medvedev, 
the champion here back in 
1993, who proved the stron­
ger, capitalizing on a double­
fault from his opponent to 
take a 6-2 lead.

on Saturday night after news 
leaked that a Serie A player 
had re tu rned  a positive  
sample.

And several newspapers 
named Davids as the man 
believed to have failed a post­
match test.

Earlier, Davids’ Holland 
team-mate Clarence Seedorf 
jumped to his defence.

Davids has a history o f 
eye problems and wears pro­
tective  g lasses during 
matches, and Seedorf said: 
“If there is anything positive 
in the test it should come 
from medicine for his eyes.

“I ’ve known him for a 
long time and he is always 
careful about what he takes.”

A mandatory follow-up 
test of the orignal sample will 
now follow.

Davids, a mainstay of the 
Dutch national team, could 
face up to a two-year ban 
from both league and inter­
national competition if  the 
drug is found to be 
nandrolone.

E arlie r th is season, 
Perugia players C hristian 
Bucchi and Salvatore Mo­
naco were suspended for 16 
months, the second-longest 
doping penalty in league his­
tory.

The longest Serie A dop­
ing suspension was a two- 
year penalty levied against 
former Perugia goalkeeper 
Angelo Pagotto in the mid- 
1990s.

The Nigerian striker has 
had a miserable season at the 
Bundesliga club after being 
ignored by coach Matthias 
Sammer and the team’s ad­
m in is tra tiv e  m anager 
Michael Zorc - both former 
heroes of the club.

“If they believe I have no 
future here, then I must move 
on,” said Ikpeba in a hard­
hitting interview in the Ger­
man media this weekend.

“I have no idea why they 
don’t think I fit in. I cannot 
understand it,” said Ikpeba, 
who was a big-money signing 
from Monaco two years ago.

Sammer, the former Ger­
man international, has said 
publicly that Ikpeba does not 
feature in his plans.

Dortmund currently lie 
third in the Bundesliga, just 
three points behind leaders 
Schalke 04, and are one of 
eight clubs who still have a 
chance to take the German 
title.

On Friday, 
they p layed  
bottom -placed 
VfL Bochum  
and won 5-0 but 
Ikpeba did not 
play.

He has not 
featured in the 
side since mid- 
February, when 
he played just 
five minutes as 
a late substitute.

In total, the 
27-year-old has 
p layed  ju s t  
eight games and 
scored once this 
season.

“ I d o n ’t 
think that I ’ve 
rea lly  played 
bad th is sea­

son, he said
“In the beginning of the 

season I was injury-free but 
why I don’t get used any 
more I don’t have an answer 
for,” he lamented.

“I have given my all here 
but I have not been allowed 
to grow at Dortmund or de­
velop into a big star,” he 
added.

Ikpeba says he has yet to 
decide on a firm course of ac­
tion but added: “Nothing is 
sure. My contract runs for 
two more years and if I want 
to stay I’ll stay. But that will 
only be if  I’m happy here.” 

He did admit in the inter­
view, however, that he had 
received no firm offers from 
elsew here, although 1860 
Munich are said to have made 
a tentative approach.

Ikpeba can also move 
elsewhere in Europe because 
he holds Belgian nationality 
from his time at FC Liege.

Ikpeba...sleepless in Dortmund
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>uper Eagles are tired, says Erico
1  orm er Super Eagles 
H coach, Joe Erico has 
I joined other well mean- 
g Nigerians calling for the 
-organisation of the team.

Erico, who believed that 
le Super Eagles can still 
ick the only ticket in Group 
I told Trustsports that the 
(resent players in the na- 
onal team have served the 
ation enough, adding that 

s time has come for some 
F these boys to retire.

‘‘For Nigeria to have a 
rong and balanced national 

earn, young and dynamic 
>layers must be injected into 
he team. The team should be 
a mixture o f old and young 
players,” he advised.

The ex-Green Eagles goal­
keeper blam ed the Super 
Eagles technical adviser, 
Bonfrere Jo for the team’s re-

From Richard Abayomi,
in Lagos

cent woeful perform ance, 
saying that the Dutchman 
does not have monopoly of 
knowledge.

“When Westerhof was in 
Nigeria, he maintained an 
open door policy, everybody 
had access to him. Sometime 
he come to us to ask for 
names o f  players to be in­
vited into the national team,”

he revealed.
On his position on local 

p layers into the national 
team, the exponent o f jogo- 
bonito said, “there is no 
problem with the content of 
the league,-the only problem 
is administration.”

T
N H F  nam es s ix  zonal m anagers

he N igeria Hockey sters especially those below 
Federation (NHF), has 18 years, 
named the six zonal ZOnes located  in

managers expected to handle 
its youth  developm ent 
project across the country, 
the News Agency o f Nigeria 
(NAN) reports.

The project, which is be­
ing organised in conjunction 
with International Hockey 
Federation (FIH) and billed to 
take off next month, is aimed 
at introducing and promoting 
hockey among the young-

B ayelsa , Edo, B auchi, 
Kaduna, Lagos and the Fed­
eral Capital Territory, were 
announced last m onth by 
the NHF Peter Abiche, NHF 
secretary told NAN yester­
day in Lagos that the man­
agers w ould in itia te  and 
implement programmes to 
encourage the young ones to 
develop interest in the game.

Abiche said that part of

Eleven spectators injured in scaffold mishap

Tragedy struck Sunday w o-,;-; k  .J Kolawole. told Trustsnor
evening when a 30ft
long scaffold used for 

fixing floodlights collapsed 
during a basketball match be­
tween Bayero U nivefsity 
Kano, and Ahmadu Bello 
Universia Zaria in the on-go­
ing 18th NUGA Games injur­
ing about 11 spectators.

According to eyewitness 
account, the basketball court 
was filled to capacity thereby 
forcing some o f the specta­
tors to climb the scaffold in 
order to have a more vantage 
view  o f  the com petition  
which, unfortunately broke 
down.

Those that sustained mi­
nor injuries were immediately 
rushed to the institution’s 
clinic otherwise called Sick 
Bay where they were treated 
and discharged between the 
hours of 10.00 p.m. and 12.00 
p.m. on Sunday.

Those that sustained se-

S to ries from  W aziri Isa 
Gwantu, in Zaria
rious injuries were however, 
rushed to the u n iversity ’ 
teaching hospital, Tudun 
Wada, for emergency treat­
ment.

When Trustsports visited 
the teaching hospital, he saw 
four o f the victims respond­
ing to treatment.

The victims who spoke to 
this reporter gave their names 
as Sam Oruerio from Univer­
sity o f Benin who sustained 
in juries on his head and 
Oluwole Oni from Bayero 
University Kano who sus­
tained injury on his left hand.

O thers are Id isape 
Enegide, a hockey player from 
Obafemi Awolowo Univer­
sity, Ile-Ife who sustained 
in jury  on his neck and 
Kolawole Beyioku, a cricket 
player from the host univer­
sity, all the victims apart from

Kolawole, told Trustsports 
that they have started feel­
ing better and attended to by 
doctors and nurses.________

their mandate was the intro­
duction ofhockey to second­
ary schools in their zones in 
NH F’s bid to increase the 
number o f  youths playing 
hockey.

He said that they would 
be required to sensitise other 
youths especially  school 
leavers and others to make 
them take up hockey as a 
sport.

According to the secre­
tary, Nuhu Babas will be in 
charge o f Bauchi zone, Bako 
Chom Lagos zone, Vincent 
O use for K aduna w hile 
Bassey Edit, Bright Dako and 
Charles Berena would over­
see Benin, FCT and Bayelsa 
zones respectively.

Super Eagles line-up before an international engagement. Erico 
says they are tired.

D o n ’t d is a p p o in t  u s , Uncle K  tells ABU athletes
O

ne-time Sole Admin­
istra to r o f ABU, Gen 
eral Mamman Dan 

Tsoho Kontagora (rtd) popu­
larly called “Uncle K ’, has 
implored ABU participants in 
the on-going 18th NUGA 
Games to do ABU proud by 
winning all the gold medals 
expected from them.

“U ncle K” who was 
speaking in an exclusive in­
terview with NUGA News 
said, “ABU athletes who are 
undisputed cham pions o f 
many NUGA events, I believe 
will not disappoint us, espe­
cially this time around that 
they are hosting.”

“As the host university,

we expect a lot from you. If  
you can be champions out­
side your own homes, we ex­
pect you to be super cham­
pions of this edition o f the 
games, considering the home 
advantage you have, among 
other series of advantages, 
he told the students.

The two-time m inister 
said he would not want to 
promise any ABU athlete 
who, eventually excelled at 
the end o f the games any­
thing now, however noted 
that he will continue to fol­
low the events closely and 
with the usual view o f assist­
ing in whichever way that

may be necessary as far as 
sports development is con­
cerned in the premier univer­
sity.

General Kontagora who 
said he was overwhelmed by 
the kinds o f improvement he 
noticed in the university bare 
three years after he handed 
over the institution’s mantle 
o f  leadersh ip  to Prof. 
A bdullahi M ahadi hoped 
that the tempo will be main­
tained.

On ABU’s new sports 
complex, General Kontagora 
stated that he was delighted 
on seeing how a virgin and 
barely land he knew had 
been transfo rm ed  into a

T up

NUGA introduces NUAC, NUFOL
he National President exchange ideas, promote un- admission o f Ebonyi State

University, Abakaliki and 
Kogi S tate U niversity , 
Anyigba,” he highlighted.

Mr. Shedrack who ap­
pealed to all competitors at 
the games to place premium 
on winning legitimately and 
honestly , s tressed  that 
“NUGA is aware o f the fact 
that we live today in a world 
that is achievement oriented.

The bride and bridegroom polo teams tussle for the ball during 
a match to commemorate Aminu Abubakar Alhaji's wedding 
in Kaduna...recently. Pi.x: Joe Orove

o f  NUG A , Mr. 
Shedrack Adeoti, has 

announced the introduction 
of two new game, bringing to 
three the number of games to 
be organised by NUGA sec­
retariat for students in the 
nation’s ivory towers.

The games, according to 
the NUGA strongman, are 
Nigerian University Athlet­
ics Championship (NUAC) 
and N igerian  U niversity  
Football League (NUFOL).

The NUGA president, 
who made the disclosure 
Saturday in his goodwill mes­
sage at the opening cer­
emony o f the on-going 18lh 
edition of Nigerian Universi­
ties Games (NUGA), said 
while NUAC is expected to 
be sponsored by Mobil Pro­
ducing Nigeria Unlimited, 
NUFOL is expected to be 
jointly sponsored by NICON 
and Amstel Malta (Nigerian 
Breweries).

Mr. A deoti said, “the 
need to introduce the addi­
tional games was borne out 
o f NUGA’s commitment to 
provide the right form and 
opportunity for the students 
in our universities with dif­
ferent ethnic, religious and 
cultural backgrounds not to 
only com pete in sporting 
events and learn techniques 
from one another, but also to

derstanding and build 
friendship.”

He pointed out that the 
on-going gam es in ABU 
which is the fourth in the 
NUGA presidential system 
has recorded tremendous im­
provement in facilities.

“The list of NUGA mem­
ber universities has also in­
creased from 35 to 37 with the

NUGA: PRELIM RESULTS
BADMINTON: MALE TEAM
OAU 3, Ambrose Ali Uni. 1 
Unimaid 3, Ben. State Uni. 0 

Uniport 0, ABU 3

FEMALECATEGORY:
OAU 0, Uniben 2 

FUT Yola 0, Michael Okpara Univ. 2 
Uni Uyo vs Unilag (W/O in favour o f Uyo) 

BUK1, ABU 2

VOLLEY BALL (FEMALE)
ABU 1, Unijos 3 
Unical3, OAU 2

HANDBALL (FEMALE)
Unimaid 31, OAU 21 

MALE
Unimaid 27, FUTA Minna 18 

ABU 32, UNN 24

BASKETBALL (FEMALE)
Uniben 52, Uyo 5 
OAU 27, ATBU 19 

OAU 50, ATBU 55 (MALE)

FOOTBALL
BUK3, Benue State Univ. 0 
LAUTECH 2, FUTOwerriO

sport edifice o f international 
standard.

He however, hoped that 
the vice-chancellor will work 
hard to maintain the sporting 
facilities put in place courtesy 
o f the NUGA Games, regret­
ting that concerted efforts 
during his tenure as sole ad­
ministrator to build such be­
fitting complex met brick 
walls.

The sole adm inistrator 
noted that he identified, dur­
ing his tenure, that if  sport­
ing activities had long been 
encouraged by previous ad­
ministrations, some of the cri­
ses that engulfed and almost 
grounded  the un iversity  
would not have occurred be­
cause actors o f such crises 
would have been engaged in 
sports.

“To ensure enduring and 
lasting peace in the univer­
sity, therefore, I recommend 
that the university authorities 
should go on to encourage 
and sponsor sporting activi­
ties because it goes along 
way not only in building the 
body and the mind but help 
in curtailing crime in the so­
ciety,” he advised.

Ahmodu slams Bonfrere
Hell was let loose last Sat 

urday in Freetown after 
Super Eagles humiliation 

by Leone Stars in the World Cup 
qualifier, as coach Shuiabu 
Amodu took on the Dutchman 
over his excesses.

Trustsports gathered that the 
Super Eagles assistant coach 
could not stomach Bonfrere Jo’s 
excesses any longer when it be­
came obvious that the Dutch­
man might not qualify Nigeria 
for her third World Cup.

Am odu’s outburst, 
Trustsports leamt, was informed 
by the fact that the Dutchman 
had relegated him to the back­
ground, as he was not allowed 
to make any input into the team 
for a long time.

Amodu was, however, 
quoted as saying that the Dutch­
man cannot be as patriotic as 
himself being a Nigerian and that 
he cannot afford to see the man 
turning Nigerian coaches to ball 
boys in their own country.

It was leamt that the NFA 
officials in Freetown had to in­
tervene to bring the situation 
under control
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Oliseh, Okocha abandon Eagles
" I  1 he th ick  gloom  Stories by Patrick Andrew with the team and to serve emergency meeting o f th<T he th ick  gloom  

hovering  over 
N ig e r ia ’s . W orld 

Cup 2002 q u a lifica tio n  
quest w as com pounded  
yesterday w ith five key - 
m em bers o f  the Super 
E ag les, s ign a lin g  th e ir  
in tention  to discontinue 
p a rtic ip a tin g  in the 
remaining matches.

Leading the five is skip- 
p er Sunday O liseh  o f  
Borussia Dortmund Ger­
m any, D erby C o u n ty ’s 
sweeper, Taribo West, Real 
M alloca’s Finidi George, 
Arsenal Kanu Nwankwo 
and PSG’s Austin Okocha. 
They cited crowded club 
schedule as the main reason 
for opting out o f the three 
remaining matches.

Skipper Oliseh, whose 
leadership of the Eagles has 
yielded nothing but failure, 
said he would abandon ship 
m id -stream  because  he 
doesn’t think there was still 
any chance o f  N igeria ’s 
qualification noting that it 
was however, not impos­
sible for the country to scale 
through to the Japan/Korea 
World Cup 2002.

The five players who 
w ould not show any re ­
morse for their individual 
and co llec tiv e  ro les in 
Nigeria’s failure to secure 
the 2002 World Cup qualifi­
cation with relative ease, 
said the hope o f qualifica-

Stories by Patrick Andrew

tion was rather dim with 
Saturday’s 0-1 lost to the 
Leone Stars in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone.

Meanwhile, Johannes 
Bonfrere, the Eagles tech­
nical adviser, who had ear­
lier vowed to throw in the 
towel should the Eagles fail 
to beat the Leone Stars 
have reneged on this words.

Bonfrere said on arrival 
from Freetown, Sierra Leone 
that he would not resign 
because the players have 
pleaded with him to stay

with the team and to serve 
out his contract. The con­
tract which expires in 2002 
was predicated on Nigeria’s 
qualification for the Japan/ 
Korea World Cup.

Bonfrere, who had ear­
lier challenged Tijjani Yusuf, 
the NFA scribe, to stake his 
job if  the Eagles beat their 
counterparts last Saturday, 
vehem ently  denied ever 
staking his resignation on 
the outcome o f the match 
against Sierra Leone.

The Dutchman would 
not be bothered about the

emergency meeting o f the 
board o f NFA, scheduled to 
hold on Thursday. Bonfrere 
said he would rather be con- 
cerned  w ith  the M ay 5 
c racker again st L iberia  
scheduled for Port Harcourt 
than worry about whatever 
outcome o f the emergency 
meeting.

The board has sched­
uled a crucial meeting in 
Abuja where it is expected 
to assess Nigeria’s chances 
for qualification, if  any, and 
what needs to be done to 
facilitate the qualification.

Sports Ministry, National 
Assembly want Bonfrere sacked
T

Toronto Raptors D oug C hristie in action against the C leveland  
Cavs... recently.

<he incessant calls for 
the term ination o f  
Johannes Bonfrere’s 

contract took a new dimen­
sion yesterday as both the 
National Assembly and the 
Sports Ministry threw their 
weights behind the call.

Sports Minister, Ishaya 
Mark Aku said the ministry 
was overwhelmed by the 
clarion calls for the sacking 
o f the Super Eagles techni­
cal adviser, and would not 
hesitate to ratify whatever 
decision the board o f  the 
Nigerian Football Associa­
tio n  (NFA) decides on 
Thursday.

A ku said  B an fre re ’s 
continued stay in Nigeria

has given everyone enor­
mous concern over the fu­
ture o f  Nigerian football, 
noting that the termination 
o f  B o n fre re ’s con trac t 
would save Nigeria from 
further plunge to oblivion.

Similarly, the vice-chair- 
man o f the Senate Sports 
C om m ittee , S enato r 
Abubakar Sodangi said the 
National Assembly would 
be behind any action taken 
by the NFA to redeem Ni­
geria from further disgrace 
in football.

Sen. Sodangi said, “the 
Senate was disturbed that 
minnows are rubbishing Ni­
geria in football simply be­
cause of the incompetence

o f a so-called technical ad­
viser who has been unable 
to harness the abundant 
talent in the country to give 
us a credible Super Eagles.” 

According to him, “the 
entire National Assembly is 
disturbed and very worried 
that in spite of available tal­
ents, the Dutchman has not 
been able to groom  and 
blend them for effective re­
sults hence, would support 
any action taken to rid the 
country of Bonfrere.”

He assured that the Na­
tional Assembly would fa­
c ilita te  the  paym ent o f
180,000 dollars, said to be 
due to B onfrere in the 
event o f the termination o f 
his contract.

Inspiring...Juventus m idfielder A lessandro D el Piero has been in 
spark lin g  fo rm , recen tly, as the B ian con erri chase f o r  Ita lian  
Cham pionship.
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