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' 3rd term can lead to coup - Kure

3 » overnor Abdulkadir ;
& :GKure of Niger State G FromAl‘cileIOJeA(}!o, 5
Y .| has warned thataten- | Correspondent (Minna)

‘ure extension for President tional and state legiélafdré

‘Olusegun Obasanjo and gov-

ernors could lead to a military
coup in the country.
~ The governor warned na-

against amending the consti-
tution to pave way for tenure
extension, remarking that they

would be stonedrm their con-

stituencies if they failed to
stop the third term agenda.
Kure’s warning came in a
speech in Minna yesterday
while declaring open the 9™
Northern Speakers Forum
meeting held at Gidan
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The Chairman/CEO, NUB International Bank Limited, Alhaji Muhammed Imam Yahaya (right),

' Managing Director, Alhaji Danjuma Ocholi (left) and Company Secretary/Legal Adviser, Adamu
' Sani Muhammed, at the court-ordered shareholders’ meeting which approved NUB’s scheme of merger

with First Inland Bank Plc and IMB International Bank Plc in Abuja... yesterday.

Dr. Patrick Wilmot

ormer Ahmadu Bello
F University Sociology

lecturer, Dr. Patrick F.
Wilmot, yesterday stressed
the imperative of fighting cor-
ruption in Nigeria but pointed
out that President ©lusegun
Obasanjo lacks the political
skills to succeed at it.

Dr. Wilmot said at an in-
teractive session with mem-
bers of the Media Trust Edi-
torial Board that the only sav-
ing grace for the country
aghinst corruption and other
related atrocities is that
()hndnio has started the
'ht
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By Uthman Abubakar,
Senior Reporter

However, Wilmot said,
“he is not doing enough be-
cause he doesn’t have the
skills. He lacks the political

He said that posterity and
the electorate would not for-
give the legislators should
they allow the third term
agenda to scale through.

The governor said that he
was critical of the third term
agenda because he was afraid
of being bundled into the
Kuje maximum prisons as was

done to some 2™ Republic
politicians in 1983 by the m
tary.
The governor recalled
Cont. on Pg. 2

Bird flu suspected in Lagos

n outbreak of the
dreaded Avian bird
influenza, popularly

called bird flu, might have hit
the Lagos metropolis with
some chicken traders report-
ing that some of their chick-
ens have died mysteriously.

The federal government,
on Wednesday announced
the outbreak of the deadly
disease at Sambawa Farms in
Jaji Village, Kaduna State.

Our correspondent who
visited some markets in the
state and spoke with traders,
revealed that their chickens
have been dying mysteri-
ously.

A trader who spoke to our
correspondent at the Ogba
retail market, said she discov-
ered that three of her chick-
ens died without any cause.

Two other traders in the
market told our correspon-
dent that there have been
mysterious deaths of their
chickens in the last two weeks

Corruption: Obasanjo not doing enough

- Wilmot

skills to do it.”

He maintained that the
only.way any leader could
battle corruption in Nigeria,

Court defreezes Plateau accounts

Federal High court in
Lagos presided over
y Justice Mohammed

Shuaibu, yesterday vacated
the order freezing 33 ac-
counts being operated by the
Plateau state government
with various banks in Ihu

reac

From Mohammed Shosanya,
Correspondent (Lagos)

country.

The judge had on Decem-
ber 20, 2005, granted the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes

{ should be forwarded through any of the following:

1 fHeadguarters and all state capiials)

have so far died in Lagos state
markets in the last few days
with the highest recorded
only last Monday where
about 70 birds were reported
to have died in Ojuwoye mar-

Cont. on Pg. 2

~ From Olumide Bajulaiye
Correspondent (Lagos)

and there has not been any

reason for this.
Investigations revealed

that no fewer than 200 birds

The Enumeration Area mm)wmmw
covered by 8 pair of enumerators during the census period.

The Commission is currently checking these areas far quality and
CONBCINess. mdwmmmemm
the Quatity Control Officers.

The general public is also requested {0 report 1o the Commission’s
Stale/FCT offices if either their houses have aot been numbered or
vigited during the demarcation period (Beptember, 2004 o
December, 2008).
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3rd term

i that the NPN government
then failed to honour its

pledge to the people which he

' said prompted military inter-

vention.
“We should always pray

for our leaders including
| Obasanjo, state governors
i members of the national and

state Assemblies so that God

- can make things to be well. I
- am truly against third term not
- because of my godfather, Gen-
- eral Ibrahim Babangida, but

because it is against the con-

| stitution.

We are all living witnesses .

‘to what hapgened in 1983
: during the NPN era when it
 failed to honour its pledge..”
' he declared.

+ The governor said that he

‘was not drumming support

- for military coups but that

there was the need for those
in positions of authority to be

i cautioned and to be made

-aware of history.

Kure said it was unfair for

' some governors to peg two

to three years single tenure

- for local government council

: other European cities.”

chairmen only to turn back to
support the elongation of the

‘term of the presidency and
-office of the governors.

Also addressing the fo-
rum, the chairman of the Arewa
Consultative Forum (ACF),
Chief Sunday Awoniyi, said

‘ that the issue has grown be-

yond a third term to life presi-
dency manipulations by
Obasanjo.

Awoniyi called on the

: Speakers and the lawmakers

to vehemently reject any

. negative amendment of the

constitution, adding that the

Cont. from pg. 1

constitution in its present
stage was in perfect condi-
tion.

Awoniyi said the problem
of the country was not with

the constitution but with |
President Obasanjo whom he
argued has turned the consti-

tution into a document of ter- = 0 1d
. life tortuous for citizens of the

. state.

rorism.

“We must guard against
tenure elongation,” he
warned, saying if the consti-

tution was in the hands of : :
- the order since its purpose

- has duly been served, adding

God-fearing men, it would
have been used for the good

of the country. “It is in the |

hands of a wrong man who

has turned it into a document
to terrorise the people. The

trust between brothers has
- the order was made was to

He urged the lawmakers to conclude investigation of

have the courage to fight |
agamst the (i scrm 88e04 | oo me officials in the govern- T

Earlier in his address, the |
Speaker of the House of Rep- |
resentatives, Alhaji Aminu |
Bello Masari, had called on the
Northern Speakers to work |

been destroyed,” he said.

for the unity of the country.

hard for the unity and stabil-
ity of the country.

Masari said that the law-
makers must always remem-
ber to protect the interest of

the people who elected them
into office and enact laws that

would enhance the develop-

ment of these people.

Masari who was the chair-
man of the occasion accom-
panied by the House Leader,
Alhaji Abdul Ningi, urged the
states’ lawmakers to stand up
to the challenge of protecting
not only the interest of the
North but also ensure that
unity and stability of the
country is not compromised.

Corruption cont. frompg. 1

“whether you are right wing

or left wing, is to be a popu-
list, to be able to reach out to
the ordinary people, which is
not being done in Nigeria.”
He commended the cour-
age of the chairman of the
Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC),
Mallam Nuhu Ribadu, and the
Director General of the Na
tional Agency for Food and
Drug Adminisiration
(NAFDAC).. Prof. Dora
Akunyili, at tackling corrup-
tion, noting though, that they
lack the institutional frame-
work, “the kind of legal frame-
work,” necessary to clean up
Nigeria of corrupt practices.
“Obasanjo is doing some-

 thing, butit’s like he has come
‘across a swamp. It’s like he
has come across a cesspool
- where he uses a teaspoon to
‘ evacuate the water,”
: Dr. Wilmot observed, is not a
- sufficient effort at working on
 the pool.

which,

“Okay, he locked up the

§govemor of Bayelsa, what
‘about the other 35 gover-
-nors?” Name one governor
 that you know is clean.

Ican M you Aminu Kano

‘was clean. | can tell you

Sardauna was clqan. I can tell
you Tafawa Balewa was clean.
Tell me one govémor that is
clean and show me the re-
search you have made to
make sure that he doesn’t ¢
have a house in Belgrade and

Dr. Wilmot reprimanded
the leaders of the country for
inviting foreign investors
while laundering money out
of the country and investing
it in other countries.

“It doesn’t make any
sense to go to a foreigner and
say, ‘look' Put money in Ni-
geria when the Nigerian lead-
ers are putting money into
those countries. They are in-
vesting there. They are the
foreign investors there. Each

million pounds in Britain, you

are investing in Britain. When .
you buy shares in Britain, you

are investing in Britain. So,

the priority of many of your !
Nigerian leaders is Britain or |

America or wherever.”

He said that from 1970 to :

date, Nigeria had eamed ap- . ens and fowls imported into

. the country before they get
- to various homes. _

Members who spoke on
the matter, agreed that bird flu
. is a deadly disease that must

proximately 300 billion
pounds, which, according to
him, should have been suffi-

cient to provide the best

infrastructural facilities in all

the states of the country be- !
cause foreigners cannot in-

vest in the country without
the proper infrastructure.
Dr. Wilmot said the chal-

patriotic leaders.

Yoruba’s should have an-
other term, stone him or that

it is the turn of the Ibo’s stone
}him,” he said.

 INCWS

Commission (EFCC), re-
quest for an interim order
freezing the accounts of the
state pending the conclusion
of its investigation into alle-
gation of money laundering
against Governor Sosfua
Dariye. Plateau State govern-
ment however, filed an appli-
cation challenging the interim
order which it said has made

But while ruling on the
matter yesterday, Justice
Shuaibu said he is vacating

that the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission
(EFCC), has concluded its in-
vestigations.

“The purpose for which

criminal acts against the Pla-
teau state government and

ket in Mushin area of the
state.
Daily Trust learnt that the

. traders might have decided

not to make any official report
because of fears that their
wares may be seized by offi-
cials of the state’s ministry of
health.

Efforts to speak with the
state’s Commissioner for

. Health, Dr. Leke Pitan, proved

abortive as he was said to
have travelled out of the coun-

Meanwhile, residents of
the state have spoken of their
intention to stop eating
chicken and eggs for now
until the danger posed by the
announcement of the dreaded
bird flu in the country clears.

A housewife, Nimota said
with'the confirmed outbreak
of the=disease, she must
change the regular food time-
table of her household until
further notice.

Investigations in major
markets in the state revealed
that the elites who are the
major patrons of the chicken
delicacy have completely
boycotted the product for
fear of contracting the bird flu
disease.

Reacting to the spread of
the disease, Lagos State
House of Assembly has urged

4 l", « ren +
time you buy a house for five - the federal government to

step up efforts to combat the
spread of the bird flu disease
to.other sates of the country,
especially Lagos.

+ The resolution of the :

ANPP trustees disown factions

House follows the adoption
of the motion moved by Mr.
Musliu Folami (Ibeju Lekki IT)

asking the federal government

to ensure the safety of chick-

not be allowed to spread.

International experts ar- :
. rived in three Nigerian states
. hit by the deadly H5N1 bird |
- flu virus yesterday as au-
. thorities tried to persuade
lenge before Nigerians now !
was to vote in honest and

sick birds.
Thousands of chickens

“If anyone comes and have died in northern Nigeria |
. - i over the past few weeks and
SSYSI0'you powe St Gl the Paris-based World Orga-

North, stone him, or that the EiiEation - for. Animial Health

. confirmed on Wednesday

that the deadly H5N1 strain
has arrived Africa for the first
time.

: to any decision taken by any

COllrt Cont. from pg. 1

ment. And if thespurpose of
the order has been achieved,
.the court has inherent juris-
“diction to vacate such. I there-
Jore discharge the order,” the
judge said.

Justice Shuaibu further
explained that the order to
freeze the accounts of the Pla-
teau State government is nei-
ther a nullity nor invalid,

‘ stressing that it was rather

made in strict compliance with
the prevailing laws of the
land.

According to him, the
EFCC Act and even the 1999
constitution empowers the
court to temporanly freeze or
confiscate a person’s prop-
erty pending the conclusion
of criminal investigations
even when such an individual
is not party to the case.

The judge, however, said
1t ‘was unirue that the defen-

dant (Plateau State) sup-
pressed vital facts and evi-
dence as the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission
£opld not substantiate the al-
legation.

Daily Trust recalls that at
the last adjourned date, Jo-
seph €onrad, Counsel to the
Plateau State government had
argued that there was no lo-
cus before the court showing
any allegations against the
government.

According to him, the al-
legation were preferred
against an individual alone,
stressing that any order of the
court should have been made
against those being investi-
gated.

Rotimi Jacobs, counsel to
the EFCC, while justifying the
order, said evidence abound
to support allegations of cor-
ruption made against some

functionaries who were act-
ing on the behest of the state.
“The state government is |
un artificial body that cannot |
commit an offence on its own
but does so through its func- |
tionaries,” facob submutfed |
and prayed the court to sus- |
tain the order. !
He also said Plateau |
state’s commissioners of Fi- |
nance, Works, Local Govern- |
ment and Chieftaincy Affairs |
were being investigated in |
connection with the allcgcd
offence. !
« . Others, he said include; |
the Accountant General, his |
predecessor, the Auditor |
General and the Vice Chancel- |
lor of the Plateau State Uni- |
versity. |
According to Jacob, the |
state governor with the active |
connivance of some function- |
aries, diverted Plateau State |
funds into private accounts. |

Blrd flu con: frompg 1

 LEE N ) Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO), in-
spectors are already in
Kaduna, Kano and Jos,” said
an official of the World Health
Organization in the Nigerian
capital, Abuja.

“They want to trace -

people who have had con-
tacts with sick chickens and
send out simple messages
that there should be no hu-
man-bird contact,” she
added.

Meanwhile, NEMA in a
press statement signed by its
information officer, Malam
Ibrahim Farinloye advised Ni-

gerians not o panic over the
recent outbreak of bird flu in
Zaria and Jaji in Kaduna State,
pointing out that the risk to
humans is oaw.

He explained that there is
no single incident of human
infection in the country so far
adding that, “eating well
cooked poultry meat has
never been reported to pose
any danger to humans and as
such, there is no cause for
alapm.”

Ibrahim who said NEMA
and military officials super-
vised the destruction of the
birds at Sambawa Farms and

its closure, said symptoms |
that could occur in nfected |
persons include fever, cough, |
sore throat and muscle aches, |
eye infestions, pneumonia
and acute respiratory dis- |
tress. ;
Sambawa farms officially |
under quarantine is now a |
no-go area for the public and
the farm officials until further
notice. All the international
and local media that
thronged the farm yesterday
were met by armed military
and police personnel who
politely turned them away

NATIONS CUP

1

Lawal’s goal gives Nigeria bronze |

he Super Eagles yester-
day finished in third
place at the African

Nations Cup after Garba
Lawal struck 11 minutes from
time to earn a [-0 win over
Senegal in the playoft match

Midfielder, Lawal stole in
at the far post to convert a
cross from John Utaka to
which Senegal geoalkeeper,
Pape Mamadou Diouf, could
only get a slight touch.

A full-strength Eagles
missed a host of chances
against Senegal who fielded
several players who had not

. featured earlier in the tourna-

ment.
Obafemi Martins squan-

he All Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP), Board of
Trustees has written

. the Independent National
- Electoral Commission (INEC),

asking it not to recognize fac-
tions of the party and to ig-
nore any communication from
them.

The letter written by the
acting chairman of the Board

. of Trustees, Chief Edwin

Ume-Ezeoke and addressed to

people to avoid contact with s NEC caioimt, Prot.

Maurice Iwu, said inspite of
the recent wrangling within
the party, the ANPP’s Board

i of Trustees is still viable.

“The Board of Trustees is

. therefore soliciting your sup-
i port to ignore any communi-
. cation to you by any of"the

feuding parties with regards

By Ismaila Umaru Lere,
Assistant Editor

dered the best opportunity
after another centre from
Utaka in the 66th minute and
defender, Imgpl Yobo
should have done better with
a close-range opening.
Nigeria also hit the cross-
bar with a rasping early free

kick from defender, Taye
Taiwo while Diouf m,!d
”\ l“‘ \x‘“‘ o den teenagce
striker, )“mm w\\tw

Senegal came closest to a
goal in the 25th minute when
Guiranne Ndaw’s cross
brushed the bar

Souleymane Camara gave

By Emmanuel Bello,
i Political Editor
of them.

“May I refer to my letter
No. ANPP/BOT/08 of Novem-
ber 29, 2004, on the above
subject matter and to reassure
you that the Board of Trust-
ees of the party is alive to its
responsibilities as provided
for under Article 13, para-
graph 4 11, IV and V of our
constitution, and to state that
efforts are being put to bear
on the feuding parties to reach
an amicable resolution of the
current Crisis.

“Towards this end, the
Board of Trustees is request-
ing for your understanding
and support in its efforts to
find a lasting solution to the
lingering problem,” the letter

Nigeria a scare |0 minutes
before the mterval when his
angled effort narrow ly missed
the target while Diomansy
Kamara was a constant men-
ace with his darting runs mto
the penalty arca

The game marked the f
nal internationa pearan
for Eagles captai istin Ja
Jay Okoc

Okocha who sed much
of the tournam through
injury, was taxcer o muted
applause midw through
the second halt

The Eagles have now fin-
ished third at three succes-

sive Nations Cup

added.

ANPP Deputy National
Chairman, Lt. Gen. Jeremiah
T. Useni (rtd), Wednesday
held a press conference in
which he said the National
Chairman of ANPP, Chief
Etiebet was running the party
as his personal estate and
was an agent of the ruling
PDP.

But in a quick reaction,
the ANPP chairman dis-
missed General Useni as a
joker and that he remains the
party leader.

The squabble in the party
is said to be a fall-out of the
alleged third term plot Presi-
dent Obasanjo.

Sourcees say ANPP is
torn between elements who
favour the plot and those

el
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-He lied -Mantu

overnor Joshua Dariye of

Plateau State said he

decided to open up over
alleganons of having embezzled
N1 billion ecological funds meant
for the state because he wanted
the truth to be known.

Chief Dariye had on
Wednesday revealed how the
ecological fund meant for the
state was on the directives of
the ruling Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), expended on the
2003 campaign of President
Olusegun Obasanjo“and other
party members.

The governor said thotigh the
revelation is contrary t6 his oath
of office, it was premised on the
persistent claims and counter

iclaims that he had not only

embezzled the money but has
laundered it.

He stressed that anything
built on the foundation of
falsehood was bound to fail as
according to him, God knows
what instructions he was given
to disburse the balance of the
N1.2 billion he has been accused
of embezzling.

Gov. Daruiye also disclosed
that N800 million of the over
N1 billion ecological fund was

"meant for the state while the

remaining amount went to
service the political machinery
as the South-West got N100
million, North East N100m, and
Senator Nasiru  Mantu
representing the PDP, Plateau
Central, got N10 million among
others:

Dariye asserted that his
administration will not succumb
to ‘clandestine and vindictive
ntoyes by some politicians to
throw the state into bondage and
stressed that he would not be
cowed despite molestations,
persecution and siege laid on the
state. .

But commenting on the issue,
the Director League for Human
Rights; Mr. Nankim Bagudu,
said the fact that Governor
Dariye admitted that the money
~meant for ecological purposes in
‘the state was diverted, he

From Rakiya Mohammed, |
& Isa Sanusi

ﬁhpuld ro.51gn from his office.

“PDP is not Plateau state, that
cannot justification file. It is time
for him to humbly resign having
admitted that he diverted the
money,” the human right activist
added. ;

The Deputy Senate President,
Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu, has
described as a blatant lie, the
claim made by Governor Joshua
Dariye that he got N10 million
from the ecological funds. Mantu

_also challenged Dariye to

produce evidence that will prove
his claims.

A statement signed by
Mantu’s Chief Press Secretary,
Mr. Sylvanus Naang, described
the embattled governor as a
sinking man who could not
account for money he has
diverted into a private account.

“The interesting question one
would ask is how prudent and
financially disciplined is
Governor Dariye that he could
keep this amount somewhere
since 2001 only to disburse it
for President Obasanjo
campaign in 2003?”

NCAA grounds
Kings, Sudan Airlines

Te Nigerian Civil Aviation
Authority (NCAA), has
grounded the operations
of Kings Airlines by suspending
its Air Operators Certificate
(AOC), pending the outcome of
investigations by the Authority.

The Authority has also
grounded a Boeing747-100
aircraft marked 5U-ACF,
belonging to Sudan Airways
because of safety lapses.

The Media Assistant to the
NCAA Director-General, Sam
Adurogboye, who confirmed the
development to newsmen in
Lagos yesterday, said it came to
the notice of the Authority that
two of the management staff of
Kings Airlines as detailed in

: chapter 1.2 ‘of their approved

maintenance ‘: management
exposition are no longer with the
airline.

According to him, the Quality
Assurance Manager and Chief
Engineer of King Airline are no
longer serving the airline in any
capacity, saying this amount to

From Shakirat Abdulmajeed,
Correspondent Lagos.

a breach of the requirements of
the Civil Aviation Air
Navigation Regulations, part 9.

Adurogboye stated further
that the procedure for the
reporting of  failures,
malfunctions and defects in
accordance with Part 5 of the
Air Navigation Regulation
(ANR), have also been violated.

He explained that the aircraft
belonging to Sudan Airways was
grounded following the rejection
of the said aircraft for Hajj and

Christian pilgrimages this year, |
adding that the NCAA declared |
the aircraft grounded until the |

safety lapses are rectified.

It could be recalled that the
Chief Engineer of Kings Airlines,
Ashiobi Obed, on Wednesday,
alleged assault on him by the
chairman of the airline, Senator
Musa Adede, which resulted in
‘a deep cut on the left palm of
the engineer.
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Why I opened up -Dariye

.. We didnt touch Plateau funds -PDP

The Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), yesterday
faulted the claim, by
Governor of Plateau State, Chief
Joshua Dariye, that he funded
the state-chapter of the party
during the 2003 elections to the
tune of N800 million, saying
there was no record in the
national headquarters of the
party showing any such returns.

Dariye had Wednesday

sharing of the N1.6 billion
ecological fund meant for the
state, alleging that he expended
N800 million on the state
chapter of the PDP on the
directives of the PDP
government. He also said that
he gave N100 million to the
Southwest PDP, another N100
million to North East PDP and
N10 million to the Deputy
Smatehesudent,ﬂgp
Mantu.

But the national publicity
secretary of the party, Mr. John
Odey, said in a statement issued
‘in Abuja, that “the claim by
Governor Dariye that he funded
‘the Plateau State chapter of the
PDP to the tune of N800 million
is laughable. The records in our
‘headquarters till date do not
‘show any such returns by the
- then state chairman, Alhaji Habu
- Shindai”.

“0dey, i “the twe-page
T S S SRS T S Lo

41 11.9v 51
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- Sufuyan Ojeifo (Special |
Correspondent) |

announced the formula for the

_ Assembly

b ot oorodea To

Statement, said that “followiné
the wide publicity given to the

spurious and mischievous *

allegations by the Governor of
Plateau State; Chief Joshua
Dariye - explaining the
disappearance of the Plateau
state ecological fund in the
media, the Peoples Democratic
Party wishes to state as follows:

“The allegations are not only
false and baseless, representing
the gasps of a drowning
politician, but also an
afterthought = aimed at
blackmailing the federal
government.

“Just as we condemn the
governor for bad faith exhibited
in his 8llegations, we urge the
Plateau State House of

and
enforcement agencics to take a
cue from the barefaced
admission of guilt in his
statement that he indeed utilised
funds meant for the state for
other purposes”.

Odey said that the state
legislature should take note of
this admission of guilt and act
accordingly.

According to him, “For the
avoidance of any doubt and to

sp?l any negatlu thoulghts

£ b

cade.n 9471

the law

57Uy

that may arise from the
governor’s diatribes, we wish to
categorically state that the PDP
does not and will never divert
government  funds  for

_electioneering or any other

purposes whatsoever. - Such
practice is not only illegal and
unethical, but-also an abuse of
office.

“The Economtc and Financial
Crimes Commissiofi (EFCC)
identified N100- miilion in the:
course of their investigations,
although there is no evidence of
the sum being paid to the PDP.
The investigations by the EFCC
traced the said amount which
was promptly refunded to the
Plateau government through the
EFCC. The Vice President,

Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, is fully .

aware of the refund”.

But a statement issued by an
aide of the vice president, Garba
Shehu, said :Jt is ;tue that
Governor Dariye donated N100
million to the Obasanjo/Atiku
Campaign and that when EFCE€
was investigating Dariye, they
stumbled on this donation and
they asked that the money be
refunded. The money has since
been refunded. And to the
question a it was Atiku who
refunded the money our answer
is that whoever wants to know
should go and ask the EFCC.
Nobody ;should damp thison

ae v W O At

ano state governor,
Malam Ibrahim
Shekarau, has described

the banning of Hisbah Guards
as unconstitutional even as he
stressed that the Sharia
implementation body (Hisbah)
will continue operating in the
state. ¢

In a swift reaction to the
announcement by the Inspector-
General of Police, Sunday
Ehindero, banning the Hisbah
guards yesterday, Governor
Shekarau challenged the federal
government to take the matter
to court.

“We have heard the Inspector
General of Police’s
announcement but to us, we
have followed constitutional due
process before Hisbah was
established and the law that
constitutionally gave us right to
form Hisbah is still in existence
and therefore, Hisbah will
continue operating in the state,”
he said.

Governor Shekarau also
emphasised that, “in a
democratic regime, if any

i\ Government or individual felt

that a particular law which was

. constitutionally established was

wrongly formulated, such
government or individual has
only two alternatives: that is
either go to court to challenge it
or through the Assembly.

Shekarau therefore said as far
as Kano state government was
concerned the Inspector-
General’s announcement is
unconstitutional and
unacceptable and therefore, the
state government will not obey
it.

He therefore charged the
police and other security
agencies in the state to continue
adhering to any law established
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addmg that Kano state
government will continue in its
efforts to ensure the full
implementation of the Sharia
legal system in the state.
Shekarau who called for calm,
stated that government will
follow due process in the pursuit
of its constitutional rights. He

said the people of Kano state

have chosen the Sharia legal
system to run their affairs and it
is therefore imperative on the
state government to ensure it
since it does not contradict the
nation’s constitution.

The governor who also
assured that government will
follow due process to return the
command of Hisbah, warned
that the government and the
people of Kano state are fully
aware that some undersirable
element who are always against
the progress of the state.

Meanwhile, earlier before the
governor’s reaction in a live
broadcast, the state’s Hisbah
commandant, Sheikh Yahaya
Faruk Chedi and his deputy
were arrested by the police.

An impeccable source at the
state’s police command who
confirmed the arrest, said that
the two have already been taken
to Abuja for questioning.

Reacting to the arrests, the
state governor, Malam Ibrahim

employers of the state
government whose consent the
federal government adding that
their arrests is illegal.

Daily Trust however learnt
that the banning of the Hisha
may not be unconnected wit
statement made by the forme
Kano state governor, Alh
Musa Kwankwaso whi
compared the Hisbah guards
the dreaded Odua Peoplc
Congress (OPC).

Daily" Trust corresponde
who visited the Hish
headquarters along Sharac
Kano road discovered tl
activities of the organisatios
continued as usual.

However, when contacted for
comments, the Force Public
Relations Officer (FPRO), Mr
Haz Iwendi, a deputy
commissioner of police
confirmed the arrest, adding “the
clampdown on all illega
operators of such outfits,
started. The clamp down
just started,” he said,” he s:

He explained that-
Inspector-General of Poli
Sunday Ehindero, had earlier
warned that the force will not
tolerate the existence of groups
like the Hisba and Bakassi boys.
as according to him, their
operation and activities are un-
constitutional.

He did not however comment
on the out lawed Yoruba militia
group, the Oodua Peoples
Congress (OPC), or give the
number of people arrested s

constitutionally at all levels,

Shekarau, said that the duo are

far.
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