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COVfP: Option A4 has afterall been proved 
workable by the Jos and Port Harcourt historic 
events, even to the admiration and chagrin of the 
sceptics.

The Jos weather was salubrious and conducive 
enough for the political BIG FIGHT.

Although the political clime seemed cloudy, 
unsettled and unsteady as uncertainly and fear 
gripped not only the political big-wig-belligerents 
but also the supporters and even the umpires.

Though tension-soaked, Bashorun Abiola, sad­
dled with bravery, will, determination and 
peoples' support sailed through the stormy, tem­
pestuous water of politics to the 'CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE.’ Thus emerging as SDP flagbearer 
to go to the next war and conquer.

Hie effective, personal-contact-tactics as a 
political strategy adopted by Tofa gave him a 
seemingly easy ride to his political dream-land 
in Port Harcourt.

Although it was not all that an easy ride. Tofa 
had well prepared for the journey long before the 
whistle for race to Port Harcourt was blown.

Youthful, exuberant, blunt Tofa emerged the 
NRC presidential flagbearer. However, though, 
still radiating youthful, high-voltage-energy Tofa 
still has one more fierce battle to fight with the 
rival party's generalisimo.
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acrimony and violence
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This would be the 
first time in Nigeria’s 

political history 
that party candidates 
would be agreed upon 
without acrimony and 

violence.

-

Last week the system pro­
duced two candidates accept­
able to Nigerians under an at­
mosphere more akin to a carni­
val than election. In victory and 
defeat, the Presidential candi­
dates showed grace and good 
spirits. In Jos. newspaper pub­
lisher Moshood Abiola charged 
to victory: like a bull and was 
crowned on a white stallion. 
And in Port Harcourt, youthful 
Bashir Tofa became the sym­
bol of hope for the new gener­
ation Republican

From the floor action to the back alley intrigues. TSM team of 
reporters comprising Comfort Obi, Nnanna Ochereome, Yusuf 
Olaniyonu, Steve Ohakwe tracked it all The package they put 
together is unput-down-able and in the tradition of TSM a very 
unique perspective to the events
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mIKBLi N spite of the many reservations expressed about Op­
tion A4. the new IBB political contraption has scaled three major 
hurdles with few hitches. This would be the first time in Nigeria s 
political history that party candidates would be agreed upon without
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THORNY ROAD:
For the Bashorun. it was pure bliss 
and relief to have concluded the great­
est and most successful political 
marathon of his life. Between Thurs­
day. March 25 and Monday. March 29. 
Abiola had to wade through political 
minefields full of maneouvres. in­
trigues and uncertainties. If God was 
Sarah Jubril’s campaign manager (as she 
claitped), He must have performed that 
function for Abiola in a greater capac­
ity Then, there is this retired army of-

CanAbiola co

suit Who clutched a walkie-talkie in his 
huge, left paw. The party’s flag was 
handed to him with which he made a 
victory lap on horseback, round the 
Jos Township Stadium, venue of the 
Social Democratic Party convention. 
He was flushed with happiness, and he 
greeted the delegates with shouts of 
"SDP." and got "Progress" in return. 
Outside the stadium, green and- white 
balloons bearing his smiling posters 
were released into the air to be distri­
buted by the light harmattan breeze 
around Jos and environs.

Moshood Abiola scores 
the greatest political goal 
°f bis life as he braves oil 
odds to emerge as the SDP 
Presidential flag bearer in

Abiola.-Tough challenges ahead

By Ochereome Nnanna & 
Yusuph Olaniyonu in Jos 

Tvl ° s H ° O - 
lola chose yellow as his vic to: y col- 

knpr'.11 *as nul clear why. For all one 
" • Abiola had no clear reason to opt 

for a yellow .n/huda in his moment of 
glory, and white in his period of travails 
and anxiety.

As he finished his acceptance 
speech to the standing ovation of his 
supporters and dead silence from Baba 
Gana Kingibe’s fans. Abiola trium­
phantly descended from the platform 
and reached for a special gift waiting 
for him It was a sparkling white horse, 
a sword and silver helmet presented to 
him by Fidelis Tapgun. the Plateau 
Stale governor. A white stallion was 
both symbolic and traditional. It rep­
resented the party's symbol and was 

! an instrument of war. victon'and gran­
deur in most African societies and 

i around the world.
Abiola was helped up the graceful 

animal by his sons, and personal 
- 1 aides led by a giant bouncer in gray
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ried aloud to him that Yar’Adua 
reluctant to identify with him.

Shehu's long shadow:
On Friday, 26 March. Adeleke took 
the 233 SDP delegates from Osun to 
Kaduna instead of Jos, Kaduna was the 
venue of a meeting of delegates loyal

>e with the steiiSsn?
But. as soon as y‘

-r&n“^er* *°C“e ™ 
oartvTh . cor,gresses of the 

£>« r^^-s^rairVh't 
ofthest™ Old hand^iuchM^hehu 
YarAdua. Kingibe and A£?Ur

In order to win. he needed the bles 
brneL° intt0 *atSinab°"’ general to 
Played hard.toegJtaraTfire“ h ,YarAdua 
lukewarm busfness and soTlm^ 

But°ASbhT bCtWeen him and Abiola.

™achinee.YaarAdfu™adacbombed?hen^

C". Tbese included Lamidi Adcdibu

others^ These regional titans gradually 
brought Abiola closer to YarAdual 

which culminated in his being placed 
on the list of the first three names to 
emerge at the national convention. It 
was these soldiers that roped in the 
various governors, federal legislators 
and other delegates that helped Abiola 
unto the white stallion.

But. the job was by no means an easy 
one. Until the very last minute Olu 
tom 3 dis<Iualified aspirant, was yet 
to come out and identify with Abiola. 
So was also the Ondo State governor. 
Bamidele Olumilua who was still work­
ing for Kingibe, and the Ondo delegates 
camp which was split But. some good 
Samaritans were at work for Abiola. 
The Osun State governor. Isiaka 
Adeleke. for instance. Abiola had wor-

was

ficer-turned politician called Shehu 
Musa Yar'Adua.

When, in January this year. Abiola 
declared his intention to run for the 
Presidency through the hastily-au­
thored Option A4. he was firmly con­
vinced that the goodwill he had built 
over the past 20 years in Nigeria and 
beyond through his philanthropic ac­
tivities. would immediately sell him to 
the membership of the SDP. Afterall, 
the party was weeded of its pre-1993 
leadership, controlled by Yar’Adua and 
led by Baba Kingibe. All was fresh, with

Falae Roughed Up
f^/ae, a chief arid one of the 23 disqual­

ified presidential aspirants, walked into a great 
embarrassment on Sunday evening. That was

^e^ore corrvriencement of the final bal-

Leaders of the Kingibe and Abiola camp* 
ivere frantically running around, instructing 
their delegates how to vote, as Atiku Abubaka 
had Just stepped down. Falae, who had jus 
agreed to work for Abiola s victory after ai 
initial dithering, headed for the Ondo Pavil ion 
But, to get there, he needed to pass the Kebf. 
section. Kebbi, a Kingibe bloc, was holding . 
meeting. On sighting Falae, some of lher 
abandoned the meeting to block Falae's way.

'You cannot pass here', they told him. ~yo 
are not supposed to be in this venue". Som 
of them descended on his agbada. threater 
ing to really rough up the chief. His seouril 
man and other companion advised him. He 
turned and made a long detour to his people.

to the Yar’Adua group. That Friday 
n ght' Yar'Adua, was touring the hotels 
AK X V10" in a jeep in the company of 
Abubakar Atiku. also an aspirant. 
Yar'Adua told them he had no alterna- 
■vc than to support Abiola since he 

had a strong support from the West 
when he was a candidate. He later also 
met with delegates from Katsina.

damawa, Sokoto. Taraba and other 
states his group controls The mes­
sage was the same: Their votes 
should go to Abiola. Atiku and any 
other candidate except Kingibe. The 
ormer chairman of the party had since 
alien out of favour with the group “for 

failing to touch base", as an irisider 
Put it. He was being suspected of hav­
ing a personal agenda that was inde­
pendent of the group’s. In fact, by now, 

ingibe had a campaign team that had 
cross-pruposes with that of Yar’Adua

In the East. Abiola got Anambra 
through Okadigbo; Akwa Ibom 
through U.J. Esuene, a retired 
brigadier; Rivers through Lulu Briggs, 
and also Cross River. Niger State was 
split 50-50. Initially anyway.

_ While these forces massed up in the 
Bashorun’s favour, an equally formid­
able opposition was against him. 
Prominent among them was Baba Kin­
gibe himself. On Kingibe’s side were 
mercurial Arthur Nzeribe, Olusola 
Saraki, the Ikemba of Nnewi, Emeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu. as well as some



Yar’Adua...the den gave his blessing

SDP: First Ballot
Result
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apologists of the IBB regime. Godwin 
Daboh and Yomi Tokoya.

Obioha". Obioha was allegedly drop 
ped over some undisclosed disagree­
ment.

Kingibe’s psychological 
warfare

950 
84 
170 
3.617 
482 
355
194
119 
188 
491

No Of Volt- 
400 
21066 
307 
96 
36 i 
77 
3.225 
89 
182 
131 
146 
583 
206 
112

I NIGERIA1

"ORTH NOR Si 
nor we

ThIS instruction pushed Obioha and 

his supporters in Abia and Imo States 
into the Abiola camp which had not 
been exactly ungenerous to them. The 
Middle Belt governors and federal

SiNo Stale
Abia
Adamawa
Aku>a ibom
Anambra
Bauchi
Benue
Borno
Cross Riuer
Delta

10 Edo
I' Enugu
12 into

Name
Dr Sam Eke
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar 
Brig. J. Esucne (Rid) 
Dr. Okechukwu M. Arch 
Dr Ibrahim Waziri 
Tilley Gyado
Alhaji Bulk: Cana Kingibe 
Nlufam Matthew Ojong 
Chief Ralph Ju -eehm 
Mark Oloruntemi Okun 
Chris O. Nwankwo 
Chief RK Obioha 
Alh Ba bandi Gamci 
Pro; AngoAbdullahi

19 Lagos
20 Nig, '.
21 Ogun
22 Ondo
23 Osun
24 Plateau
25 Riccis

Taraba

28 FCT Abuja

Alhdn Sj; A i Adami: I Kiu.iki 
Allan Abubakar K< k< >

R Dunigan 
*s Jibril

Gixl is .’i u,. ampaign manager 
Hakeem Oladipo Giwa 
Viisul S. Akuqe 
Chief M.K.0 Abiola 
R. Boyc Otunba Famuyibo 
Simeon Oladosu Oladapo 
Damfeht TomsonSango 
Olu Benson Lutu-Bnggs 
Emmanuel Quiltomi Njiwah 
Alhaji Saleh Geidam Tijam 
Alhaji Ibrahim Usman D 
Gwagwa

CARIA votes.
But at Bauchi. Nzeribe read a new 

riot act for the delegates. A document 
signed by him read in part: "How to 
use your three votes. First vote for 
.Alhaji Baba Gana Kingibe. Second; 
vote for Dr. Chief Sam Eke. Third, vote 
for any of the following: Dr. Chief Mike 
Arch (Enugu); Dr. Chief Chris 
Nwankwo (Anambra): Dr Chief Ralph 
Uwechue (Delta); Mallam Yusuf Akuye 
(Niger); Chief Matthew Ojong Cross 
River). NO VOTE for Abiola. Atiku and

Before the convention. Nzeribe had 
called two meetings of CARIA dele­
gates at Oguta and Awka with promises 
of N5.000 for each of them. Up to three- 
quarters of them were reported to have 
attended. By Friday, the eve of the con 
vention. Nzeribe summoned the East 
ern delegates to his Zaranda Hotel 
base in Bauchi vith a promise of 
another N 15.000 each The idea was 
tor them to ensure that Ralph Obioha 
from Imo State emerged among the 
first three.* If the Southern Minorities 
supported Obioha. their candidate for 
the chairmanship was to receive

15 Kano
16 Kebbi
17 Kogi
IS Ku-aid

Nzeribe’s long arm
Nzeribe. who had accused Kingibe of 

using the party machinery to rig him 
out of the botched presidential 
primaries of 1992, chose to stand on 
Kingibes side, though. Yar’Adua., 
whom he accused of ’’outrigging" him 
in his own CARIA East, appeared to be 
the greater devil. Sources close to 
Nzeribe told TSAI that since the 
Yar’Adua group and Abiola didn't con­
sider it necessary’ to court him. he 
opted to work for the one that did. Sec­
ondly. the zoning formula authored by 
the Yar’Adua group, which took the 
chairmanship of the party off the 
hands of the Eastern States into the 
Southern minorities was angrily re­
jected by Nzeribe who shared governor 
Chukwuemeka Ezeife’s aspirations for 
walking out on the meeting where the 
decision was taken.
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Artful Arthur...What next?
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. iT was a period the Plateau 
Highland lost its serenity. The hours 
spanning penultimate Friday to Mon­
day was one Jos spent on the real fast 
lane. Contrary to the usual scene of 
slow but pleasant atmosphere, the cap­
ital of Plateau State resumed these 
hours with a frenzied burstle of ac­
tivities that were alien to it.

The politicians (Office seekers, elec­
tors and supporters) came to the Hill 
top city. Business activities became 
energized. Social life throttled to the 
highest gear. The four days were period 
of the greatest endowment the transi­
tion programme gave to Jos and its en-

A big party on the Plateau
virons.

By Friday, it looked like the whole 
of Jos had been wrapped up with post­
ers conveying messages of aspirants 
for the presidential and party offices 
in the Social Democratic Party (SDP). 
Posters mainly of Ralph Obioha. 
MKO Abiola. Baba Kingibe and 
Abubakar Atiku were constantly in 
struggle for space.

With the tumultous crowd around 
the city, the market forces reacted. Pet­
rol scarcity which made the filling sta­
tions crowded propelled taxi cab fares. 
The smallest fare for the shortest dis­
tance came to N5.00 from N2.00. Hotel 
accommodation that were very scanty 
reacted to the law of demand and sup 
ply and took a leap of about 500 per-

sequently told to behave or check out., 
(they) wanted to hijack and run the 
party as a private estate. They wanted 
to conscript party men into slavery..." 
That, he said, was why Kingibe gained 
the Yar’Adua people’s wrath.

The Kingibe camp claimed that the 
SDP belonged to them, that Abiola was 
a stranger who wanted to buy the party. 
"Ten years ago", said one of their cam­
paign banners. "Nigeria was not on 
sale. Are we ready to sell her now? 
Search your conscience”. Said Adam 
to TSM: “When IBB formed SDP and 
NRC they belonged to IBB. IBB said the 
parties were not-yet owned. We took 
SDP from IBB in 1990. It's now ours 
and no amount of money or intimida­
tion will make us give it *o just any 
stranger."

On Saturday, the day of the tirst bal 
lot, the Kingibe camp sent some "spies 
to all the state delegates pavilions to 
monitor the ground through which a 
possible petition could be written for 
Abiola's disqualification. Abiola had 
arrived atthe venueat 12.30. while Kin­
gibe. in a nerve-wracking delay tactic, 
exploited the delay in accreditation to 
arrive at 3.30 pm when Ishaya Shekari. 
the SDP Caretaker Committee boss 
was reading his opening address. Dur­
ing this three-hour boring wait. Abiola, 
a natural busy-body, broke the bore­
dom by chatting lip the governors and 
legislators. Someone came and called 
him to the Ogun State delegates pavil­
ion. As he approached, the delegates 
erupted in shouts of "MKO!”. Abiola 
raised his hands, greeted them and got I 
talking to them. One of Kingibe’s I

legislators of Benue, Kwara. Taraba 
and Plateau states met in the Govern­
ment House. Jos to pick their three 
candidates. A joint decision could not 
be taken as Hie area was torn between 
Abiola and Kingibe. Also that Friday . 
night Plateau governor. Fidelis Tapgun 
on behalf of Kingibc, hosted a meeting 
of Kingibe's men which included gov­
ernors of Ondo, Edo. Delta# Benue, 
Anambra. Kwara, and others like Jerry 
Gana. Abubakar Barde. Lateef 
Jakandc, lorchia Ayu. Albert Legogie. 
Agunwa Anackwe and Dele Cole. This 
meeting was Kingibe’s reply to 
Yar’Adua’s Kaduna meeting with his 
loyal delegates in Kaduna Kingibe also 
had initial support of Olusola Saraki 
and an NRC chieftain, Gabriel Igbincd- 
ion. the Esama of Benin, who gave him 
one of his planes and his guest house 
in Jos. where Kingibe stayed during 
the convention.

In a move to swing Ondo delegates 
to his camp, Kingibc openly consi­
dered O.J. Adewumi as his running 
mate. It was the intervention of 
Michael Ajasin and Olu Falac that 
swung most of them back into the 
Abiola camp.

Quite apart from these high-stake 
manoeuvres. Kingibe showed what a 
political craftsman he was when he 
launched multi-frontal offensives di­
rectly on Abiola and his people. First,, 
on Friday afternoon, he sent represen­
tatives of the 14 SDP - controlled local 
government chairmen of Borno State 
to address the press. Leading them 
was the Marte Local Government Boss, 
and one of SDP’s pioncci members.

cent increase in fee. The price for a 
room at Summit Hotel opposite Polo 
Club for example jumped from about 
N100toN350. I

Even then, political festivities were 
visible in all the streets of Jos. The 
aspirants who had moved supporters 
from their home states to Jos made 
the whole city a carnival town. Drum 
ming, singing and dancing were freely 
shared. Kingibe’s supporters who ac­
tually launched a psychological war 
fare throughout the convention days 
were the loudest followed by the MKO 
group. At Kingibe’s Yaktibu Gowon 
way headquarters. Friday night to 
Saturday morning, the morning hosted 
a carnival. Supporters were dancing.* 
suyas and drink centres were Located'

Gana Ali Adam.
Adam, in a harsh, self-assured and 

slightly stubborn manner, hooted at 
the contention that Kingibe was re­
sponsible for the loss of some states 
to the NRC during the 1991 governor­
ship polls. He recounted that Kingibe 
led the party to many victories. He then 
pinched the buttocks of the Yar’Adua 
group. Said he: "certain individuals 
who attempted to constitute them­
selves into positions through unde­
mocratic means were told off and con-

Page <»
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amidst the milling .crowd. At least, 
about hundred cars were parked on 
both sides of the road

=;

3il

Adeleke...resourcetul legman

More obstacles were thrown the 
Bashorun’s way. this time by officials 
During the 15-minute speeches, the 
order of speaking was unceremoni­
ously re arranged, from alphabetical 
order of states to that of surnames 
That made Abiola the first speaker 
Aliku second and Kingibe third. The 
other arrangement made Atiku first. 
Kingibe second and Abiola third. 
Analysts saw this as a calculated at­
tempt to pile the advantage on Kin 
gibe’s side. First Ebere Osieke. a pro 
fessor and chairmanship aspirant in

congress rhe showdown that almost 
occured from this incident was averted 
by the police who took away the major 
protagonists for interogation.

The Plateau Radio and Television 
station camera was nearly destroyed 
by the quarelling parties who did not 
want their shameful acts recorded. By 
11.00 am. the crowd around the Jos 
stadium, venue of the convention was 
unprecedented A resident told 
that the crowd at major football 
matches was not half the crowd at the 
convention.

The usual singing and dancing raged 
on The security was tight. Police pre 
sence in all parts of the town was 
lyavy. The police came w’ith all their 
intimidating machinery of quelling 
riots. Though there was no riot but 
confusion. The fire brigade van was 
there. Armoured tanks, heavily armed 
personel. horses and other security 
devices were available. At the gate, the 
use of metal detector to search people 
before entering was complemented by 
physical frisking. The over 3.000 
policemen drafted from Benue. Taraba

“operatives" complained to Shekari 
that Abiola was “campaigning." A 
warning came on the public address 
system that any aspirant caught cam­
paigning stood the risk of being dis 
qualified. Abiola hastily left the dele­
gates and came back to his seat. 
Sources at the Kingibe camp told TSM 
that the Ambassador decided not to 
press the "campaign" allegations on 
Abiola because his disqualification on 
such technical grounds could destroy 
the party. In any case he was sure to 
get the ticket - clean and sharp.

A great believer in media power 
which serve him well during his days 
as the SDP boss. Kingibe in half-hourly 
broadcasts to the people on Plateau 
Radio and Television, recalled his suc­
cessful leadership of the party. Abiola 
opted to sponsor a documentary on 
slavery’ and the need for reparation, in­
terspersed with his Hope 93 mes­
sages. The psychological assault was 
heightened just before the first ballot 
Abiola, who was the last of the three 
front-runners to speak in the three-mi­
nute slot, came down from tire podium 
to shake hands with his co-aspirants 
after his speech. When he got to Kin­
gibe. the latter took his outstretched 
hand and seized it With a vicious smile 
he said one word to Abiola in a menac­
ing whisper which couldn't be caught 
by our reporter. Abiola's smiling face 
turned into a shocked one as he au­
tomatically snatched his hand from 
Kingibe's grip. Shakily, he went and 
sat down, looking unhappy..

Maina...Stood by his brother

the Yar’Adua camp had. while preview­
ing the final result, hinted to our repor 
ter that, "politics is unpredictable. It 
is not impossible for someone to step 
down tonight". So. if someone was to 
step down, and Abiola was to speak 
first, he would not be in a position to 
exploit it during the speech. Second 
Kingibe, an orator, was a more fanciful 
speaker and debater who could utilize 
all the points raised by his opponents 
to score for himself. Third, he was 
operating in Jos. “nearer home."

And while Atiku was stepping down

commodation arranged for them. 132 
delegates were given four class rooms 
at the slate polytechnic. Jos with 85 
single mattresses and 95 pillows.

These however would not daunt the 
delegates who resolved that some of 
them who have friends in Jos should 
move out and create space for those 
without any option.

All these dove tailed into the first 
day of the convention. That morning, 
accreditation started as early as 8 am 
at six centres: Polo club. SDP sec 
retariat. Jos North local government 
council secretariat. Plateau State 
Polytechnic and Teacher s College. At 
the accreditation centres, some in­
triguing events turned up. In the zone 
where Delta delegates were accredited, 
four fake delegates were accredited 
leaving the authentic delegates 
stranded.

A delegate from Lagos and an aspir­
ant for the post of legal adviser. Sikiru 
Shitta Bey suddenly discovered that 
his name had been replaced with that 
of one Kayode lion who lost the dele­
gates election at the local government

The Abiola group who vamped at 
Change Nite Club. Concord Office and 
olher hotels around the Jos Township 
Stadium were busy drinking and danc­
ing. Atiku's supporters were scarcely 
a i wu nd They were stationed in 
Kaduna to avoid being poached by any 
ol the other two leading aspirants. 
Also. Sonny Okosuns and his band 
were in Jos moving around in an open 
Mercedes Benz trailer lorn singing 
Abiola’s praises.

But then as at Friday night, traces of 
minor hitches in the arrangement u’ere 
becoming glaring. Some of the dele­
gates were stranded. Others who were 
provided accommodation got it in the 
worst ol places. Kogi State delegates 
held a meeting around 9 pm at the open 

ei ' ground in Hill Station to discuss their 
I , iliable accommodation plight. With 
! heir presidential aspirant. Silas 
I Daniyan. in attendance one of the del- 
I egates reported to others on the ac-
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battery of reporters and photographers 
were resilient in their bid to gain entr­
ance.

Aftcrall, around 1.00 pm, the mem­
bers of the VIP.Pavilion started arriv­
ing. With their different attires and 
caps to fit. they added a fashionable 
angle to the convention. While other 
aspirants were mainly in Agbada, 
Ralph Obioha for example came in a 
jumper with an over flowing top. The 
senate president: lyorchia Ayu’s multi 
coloured cap was also distinguished. 
Just as governor Isiaka Adeleke’s 
elongated cap. Kingibe came by 1.50 
pm and shouts of “Sai Baba" erupted. 
He was the last aspirant to come in. 
Equally. Abiola’s entry by 12.30 in a 
white Agbada with black shoes to 
match agitated the crowd into shout­
ing MKO.

The presence of Ahiola’s children: 
Kola, Deji, Agboola and Wuraola, 
armed with walkie-talkies also caused 
a stir as they responded to cheers from 
their father’s supporters.

The real business of the convention 
started around 4.00 pm. And in be-

Elajppy emdtags
Once again Isiaka Adeleke and 
Chuba Okadigbo went to work on 
Abiola’s behalf. They went round the 
jjavilions spreading the message that 
Atiku stepped aside for Abiola to win 
"according to Yar’Adua’s directive." 
When Shekari. a retired Air Vice­
Marshal finally announced the result, 
out of a total of 15,331 ballots accre­
dited, Abiola won with 2.683 votes to 
Kingibe’s 2,456. Fifty five delegates 
abstained. Eleven votes were invali­
dated.

One of the visibly very happy people 
after the votes were declared, was the 
Imo flag bearer. Ralph Obioha. When 
asked if it was true that he was aiming 
to be the Secretary to Federal Govern­
ment under an Abiola regime he snap­
ped, "if the party reposes that type of 
confidence on me. I will be a fool to 
reject it." He was not the only one jostl­
ing for post so early in the day. Sarah 
Jubril, who got 950 votes, most of 
which were described as diversionary

Sarah Jubril..."! want to be V-P"
due to his "love for party unity," he 
attacked Abiola’s pledge to reduce 
Nigerian’s debt stock and inflation 
within six months. Said he. "let no one 
deceive you that the economy will be 
turned around in six months. Niger- 
rians should be ready for painful sac­
rifices over years for the economy to 
recover." An eager Kingibe pounced 
on Atiku’s withdrawal during his own 
speech, thanking him for being a sport 
and clearing the way for his (Kingibe’s) 
victory. He also picked nits with 
Abiola's one-liner "government is bus

tween, a lot of drama occurred. Like 
the order by the SDP caretaker chair­
man. Ishaya Shekari, that all disqual­
ified presidential aspirants - Biyi 
Durojaye, Lateef Jakande, Abubakar 
Rimi who came in should vacate. 
Shekari’s announcement was to save 
them embarrassment from security 
agents who were getting incensed 
abo zt their presence.

When the aspirants addressed dele­
gates for five minutes, their speeches 
categorised them into two. Those who 
campaigned^for votes and those who 
wished that whoever emerged should 
be supported by all party members. 
Abiola. Kingibe Atiku, Obioha and 
Sarah Jubril constituted the first 
group. The other had Ango Abdullahi, 
Akeem Giwa, Mike Arch and Jacob Til­
ley-Gyado. Around 5.30 pm, voting 
started and ended at 10.10 pm in the 
night Sorting took place between 
11.30 pm and 11.44 am on Sunday. By 
11.50 counting started.

On realising that the party had actu­
ally allowed a Saturday event to take 
the substantial part of Sunday which

Rimi...Leading the Kano crowd
iness." Kingibe charged with em­
phasis: "government is not busi­
ness. The aims and objectives of gov­
ernment and business are not the 
same.” Kingibe’s speech which closed 
the manifesto presentation, caused a 
ripple. Since Atiku did not indicate 
whom he was quitting for, most dele­
gates from the North assumed that he 
did it for Kingibc.

Dahiru Awaisu. the only SDP federal 
legislator from Niger State represent 
ing Chanchaga in the House of Repre­
sentatives. foresaw that the looming

balloting would be “excessively reg­
ional" in character. In other words, the 
North-South dichotomy was afoot. 
Muhammadu Koko, an observer who 
was sitting on the sandy ground with 
Kebbi delegates listening to his in­
structions on how to vote, said Kebbi 
delegates would look at the “cleaner" 
of the two, who can be electable and a 
good moslem.

and Enugu states to join their Plateau 
State counterparts operated under the 
supervision of Bello Ahmed, (he assis­
tant Inspector-General ol Police in. 
charge of Zone IV.

Inside the stadium, it became appar­
ent that what the organisers of the con­
vention lost in organising the outside 
the venue events, they gained in the 
neat arrangement at the venue. The 
stadium stands were demarcated and 
labelled for delegates from different 
zones. Ushers neatly 'dresssed in 
green and while brocades were on 
hand to tie other loose ends of the pro­
tocol scheme.

A police band was at the background 
churning out high life music to dis­
perse the building tension. Balloons 
made in white and green colours with 
SDP logos were hung. The balloons 
burst periodically to further heighten 
the noise in the environment

At the main entrance gate meant for 
journalists and party officials, the 
scene was riotous. The policemen bat­
tled to ensure only those accredited to 
enter the stadium got in. But the large
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clad in a yellow, heavily embroidered 
agbada was led into the stadium by the 
governors of Osun. Oyo and Ogun 
slates. His speech centred around now 
he wants to give hope to what now look 
like a hopeless situation in the coun­
try. He rounded up by singing ‘Me I 
love Nigeria...

With Abiolas candidature con­
firmed. his supporters occupied the 
v hole of Jos with chantsol MKO. MKO. 
MKO. The police had a tough time con­
taining them as they continued surg­
ing forward as if set to bnng down the 
stadium walls That was an exhibition 
of fulfilled dreams. Shina Peters later en­
tertained Abioia supporters and Jos 
indigenes.

/Fhe election for party officers by the 
SDP which was to follow immediately 
was abandoned for several reasons. 
One. some delegates got impatient and 
wanted to leave for their respective 
states. Again, some delegates were not 
even ready to participate. Also, the govAhi la. who came in around 4.42 pm

ernors and other elders of the party 
saw the need to have rethink on the 
zoning of party offices.

While the meetings of the governors 
and other party riders was on. some 
delegates who were instructed to come 
for voting by 9.00 pm on Monday re­
fused the suggestion. With their ballot 
papers already in their pockets, they 
filled them and stuffed them in the 
boxes. That was against the advice of 
the caretaker members and against 
earlier procedures. These facts led to 
the cancellation of the voting and de­
ferral of the election.

In all. Jos ’93 was a big turn in the 
events that are expected to lead the na­
tion into Third Republic democracy. 
For a long time, the rock city may t 
expected to see nothing reminiscent 
last weeks’s national convention. If 
August 27 becomes a real. Jos. for a 
hosting’such a big political occasion 
without crumbling, will be regarded as 
a foundation city in the building of a 
democratic nation.

We have our own system. But if you 
like, you can sell it for profit to the 
international community." Nodding 
with a smile was Patrick Del of the C’S 
Embassy in Lagos who declined 
comments.

An Abioia Presidency: An 
Insight
THAT is the big question . How will 
an Abioia presidency be? Where will 
he pick his vice-president? Who will 
decide it? The Party? Yar Adua? sXbiola 
himself? More importantly, how about 
his programmes? Whose will it be?
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Okadigbo... Happy to have helped a winner
It iselearthat. unlike Kingibe. Abiola 

is neither a full-fledged politician (as 
yet) nor a dyed-in-the-wool party-man. 
He is still fresh from nature. The ideas 
he has of serving Nigeria are mainly 
his own. He will try to work it around 
the party’s manifesto. Kingibe had de­
clined, during the speeches to unveil 
any manifesto, saying: "as a staunch 
party man my programmes will evolve 
from the programme of Nigerian So­
cial Democrats. My party will sit down 
and decide. 1 will lead by example."

Indications are there that Abiola will 
do well to widely consult the various po­
wer blocs in the party as he steps out in­
to anything important It may just be a 
passing shot but Abiola, on his own. ap­
pointed all party delegates as the coor­
dinators of Hope 93 campaign in their 
respective localities. He reportedly 
spent some 32 million naira in the con­
gresses up to the national convention. 
And he sounds like one who will pay 
for the Hope 9.3 campaigns from his 
own pocket if he has to. If he is paying 
the piper it follows that he will need to 
call the tune logically.

Secondly, the Abiola persona has 
evolved and solidified. He has a lot of 
personal aides hanging around him. 
They were blamed for Abiola's three 
hours of delay to come and deliver his

acceptance speech. And, he hired 
Sonny Okosuns and Shina Peters to 
give a night-time bash in two locations 
in Jos to celebrate his victory. All his 
wives and children were at the conven­
tion, including many top staff who 
played significant roles in the journey 
so far. Is Abiola. ready to unhand them 
of their functions and give it to others? 
A Yar'Adua aide, sounding realistic 
said: "I can’t fit into the coming events. 
Abiola already has his people."

Another question. Just because he 
won the ticket Just because he is 
ready to finance the campaigns. Are 
these enough reasons for Abiola's to hope 
that the various muscles in the party 
will let him run the show? Will the 
Yar’Adua political machine not insist 
that he 'touches base' frequently? If what 
Chuba Okadigbo (a strong Yar'Adua 
groupie) told TSM is anything to go by, 
then Abiola had better realign his af­
fairs to reflect, as much as possible, 
the character of the SDP. Said 
Okadigbo: “We will let him run the 
show but \vhen he begins ro forget cer­
tain things, we will remind him."

It’s not just the Yar’Adua people. Kin 
gibe. also. He is unlikely to let go the 
loyalists he has built. And Kingibe will 
kick , hard if Abiola runs the show as 
"Abiola’’ and not as an SDP flag bearer.
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you can package it and sell it for prof­
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— Robin Gorham, an international »*/’•»<•»< 
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Tofa...Victory for a generation
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Shinkafis. the 
E'.-an<a Tukurs. These great, inlluen 
Xen came to represent interests.

speeches
Uninspiring speeches al­
most made the congress 

j boring but it teas fun, 
money,

posters competing for space. There I 
were political bill boards ail over the | 
place. Most prominent were posters 
and bill boards of Tcfa and .Ahmed
Kusamotu.

Hundreds of petty traders thronged 
the Civil Centre and made a k£l with their 
little wares for which they often in- 
flated the prices by as much as 500%.

But that was in the spirit of the con­
vention for in the excitement and 
jubilating of many, very few cared pay­
ing more:

Tofa deserved to 
though it was rather obvious on the 
first day of the convention that he was 
in for a landslide, victory didn't quite 
come easy. A week to the convention, 
Tofa had transversed all the 30 state# 
of Nigeria and Abuja selling himself to 
the delegates. z\s Tofa was doing this, 
his most celebrated, assumed rival. 
Dalhatu Tafida sat back in Kaduna, de 
pending on the old defunct NPN 
machinery’, headed by the Shagaris

.AS HIP.
Othman Tofa came to Port Harcourt 
packing only soft-cc.oured clothings.

• - ’. : - . 1 - 
three days ’hr National Congress of 

Nitforxal Republican Convention 
lasted Tofa wore soft colours. Light 
biie. light olive green, light Brown.

• And on the day he chose to celebrate 
his victory. Iota celebrated in white.

’! Tola s soft colours matched his soft 
I and large soft eyes. A lady on 
*eing Tofa s eyes remarked. “These an. 

[not political eyes. They are bedroom 
eyes But many dismissed these soft 
looks as deceptive. For. as they pointed 
out no soft man could fight as hard as 
Tofa did to pick the presidential flag 
of the NRC.

Perhaps, more important is that his 
soft c lothings had a sort of soothing 
complementary effect amidst the loud 
colours worn by thousands of people 
who thronged the convention, which 
all put together gave verve to the beautiful 
setting of the Port Harcourt civic 
pentre. venue of the congress.

NRC couldn't have chosen a better 
,enue to hold the congress. Built 17 
■ears ago by former Rivers State Milit­
ary Governor. Alfred Diette Spiff to ac- 
:ommodate about 10.000 people, 
ibout 5.000 plastic chairs were bought 
>y the Rufus Ada-George government 
*jr the convention. In one sentence. 
r„. convention was beautifully 

________
the SUNDAY MAfiAZ.INF APRII 11 i™11

hosted-
U port Harcourt 

could've have done 
sure of the 
pounded the soil. They 
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Kano 
Enugu 
Rivers 
Kaduna 
KaLsina 
Adamawa 
Niger 
Edo 
Kebbi 
Borno 
Bauchi 
Akwa Ibom 
Jigawa 
Imo 
Anambra 
Plateau 
Taraba 
Cross River 
Abia 
Kwara 
Delta 
Lagos 
Benue 
Oyo 
Osun

Wh'ile Ajuwa’s emergence in the first 
ballot was easily attributable to a 
working relationship he had with Tofa, 
Nwodo’s second place in the first ballot 
was simply because he impressed the 
delegates in the mandatory NEC three 
minutes speech. The three minutes 
speech proved quite difficult to most 
aspirants. They performed badly and

and the Adamu Ciromas.
Many factors helped Tofa to have an 

easy ride. One was his first visit to the 
NRC National Assembly .members in 
Abuja. Chris Asoluka, a member of the 
House of Representatives told TSM 
“The very first day he came to address 
us. we took to him. He was of our age. 
And we saw in him a representation of our 
generation. He reminds me of Bill Clin­
ton. He looks quiet, yet you could see 
some stubbornness about him. He 
spoke well and I was impressed." What 
Asoluka didn’t tell was that a sum of 
N5.000 each, given through a member 
of the House from Abia, accompanied 
the beautiful speech.

At the Port Harcourt convention. 
Tofa fought for his generation. It was 
a fight between the youth and the old. 
between the 16 governors and the 
party elders. And it was tough, yet easy.

■■■Politics &

NRC presidential primaries result
4,472 
1.813 
1.404 
1.060 
890 
521 
518 
382 
371 
366 
301 
190 
181 
175 
168 
168 
168 
155 
154 
148 
145 
136 
III 
109 
31

artistic portraits in liill boards, each 
costing as much as N200.000. were dis­
played at the main gate of the civic 
centre and other strategic places. The 
delay in paying delegates their Federal 
Government N 10,000 by the au­
thorities created for the Tofa team an 
avenue for further penetration. Mem­
bers of his Action Committee repor­
tedly, quickly took over and "helped’ 
the delegates.

On Friday and Saturday nights, his 
aides and praise-singers took over all 
the hotels in Port Harcourt, particularly 
the Presidential Hotel where all the 
presidential aspirants were lodged. 
They danced all through the night, sh­
outing Tofa’s name. This had an un­
nerving effect on the other aspirants. 
It was like a psychological war 
mounted on his rivals.

The police could not control them, 
nor could they control the hundreds 
of Tofa campaign cars which thronged 
the venue of the convention carrying 
praise singers. Each group of praise­
singers .consisted of over 1.000 people. 
Each person was on a salary of N500 a 
day. we gathered in Port Harcourt.

But that’s not all the money that was 
spent The delegates took money from 
virtually all the aspirants. The aspir­
ants handbills and posters were 
passed on to the delegates through the

9.
10.
11. Alhaji Bashi Mustapha
12. Dr. I me Ekop Ebong
13. AlhajiAdanw Hadeja
14. Mr. Greg Mbadiwe
15. Dr. Edwin Onwudiwe
16. Mr. Dalhatu Aral
17. Alhaji Aliyu Fari
18. Dr. Joe Way as
19. Dr. Ogbonnaya Dike
20. Alhaji Abdul Rasheed S.
21. Mr. Godwin Omaiwli
22. ChiefFunsoOlogunde
23 Prof. IgnativAyua
24. Rev. Ola Akande
25. PadeAderibigbe

While the party elders, particularly j 
Shagari and Ciroma were rooting for 
Tafida, and did all they could to see • 
him through, the 16 governors backed 
Tofa. At an all-night meeting held sep- 
crately at the presidential Hotel (by the 
ciders) and at the Government House 
by the Governors Friday, the governors 
decided on Tofa and the elders on 
Tafida. The result was that two lists 
emerged (They call in slates) at the 
convention. While the governors’ list 
read Tola, Nwodo and Ajuwa, the elders’ 
list read Tafida Wayas and Mamman.

The ciders decision to back Tafida 
fired off the rebellious tendencies of 
young Northern elements. In fact, 
three things helped Tofa to emerge vic­
torious. Aside from the rebellious ten­
dencies of the young northerners di­
rected at the feudal set-up, Tofa’s 
wealth and his alleged closeness to the 
president. Ibrahim Babangida, Senior 
Military Officers and security agents 
helped him.

One of the major grounds on which 
Tofa’s candidature proved attractive to 
delegates was his financial muscle. 
This; most delegates felt would match 
any candidate brought by the SDP. He 
wa^ to confirm-this letter to some of 
his close aides. "If SDP’s candidate 
gives one naira Naira, I’ll give two Naira.

But more is that young progressive 
elements, particularly those from the 
Shinkafi and Tukur groups backed 
Tofa. A source told TSM, "These young 
progressives now resent any dictation 
from the old Northern politicians." 1 

Tofa’s campaign was unrivalled in 
structure and it cut through barriers. 
Tofa was on the road to personally can­
vass for votes. In Port Harcourt, his 
intimidating financing muscle made 
sure he took over the air waves. His

chairmen of their local govern men"** 
caretaker committees. But it was at ■ 
price. Each batch was accompanied 
what the delegates called "minimum 
Minimum here means money. And th 
least for each LGA was N50.000. °

The belief in Port Harcourt on Sun­
day was that if Babangida would hand 
over power on August 27, he would pre. 
fer Tofa to any other aspirant in the 
NRC. But incidentally, the next day 
another Babangida very close friend 
MKO Abiola, emerged in the SDP, .’ 
turn of events, which a delegate 
summarised thus: "Two IBB boys have 
emerged."

Contrary to all calculations and ex­
pectations, the NRC convention was 
smooth as well as full of surprises. For 
example, against all calculations, Joe 
Nwodo and Pere Ajuwa,- both aspi­
rants from Enugu and*Rivers States re­
spectively made the first three behind 
Tofa.

‘Final score Alhaji Bashir Tcfa — 4,281
Chief Pere Ajuwa — 575

1. Alhaji Bashir Tofa
2. Dr. Joe Nwodo
3. Mr. Pere Ajuwa
4. Dr. Dalhatu Tafida
5. Alhaji Samaila Mamman
6. Alhaji Ahmed Joda
7. Alhaji Sanni Bello
8. Dr. Raymond Dokpesi 

Alhaji Idris Koko 
Alhaji Abba Sana Terab
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given us the presi-

ad* refugees ;n cur

•--er

JJj

...And the National 
Executive election

in our own own c ountry. The military 
can carry out a coup when they want 
to but they carried ;t too far by making 
us refugees in our country. They re­
moved us from our c '•.•ntry So now. 
at are planning g.-.c the south a 
chance in 1997. not 1993 And this is 
definite. We are one Nobody should 
discriminate, but s me southerners 
are always discriminating against us.”

The sdp

LgOK at the poice. Look at them 
Sc”." over money when they were 
--stricted 'zt to aJ-zw anybody come 

' »’n wth a large sum of money. I am 
disgusted. •• ar In Is bed.

For standing up to Tofa and breach­
ing an agreement. Ajuwa. most dele­
gates told may have lost the 
chance of becoming Tofa’s running 
mate. The name which was on every­
body’s lips was Nwodo. But there is’a 
little confusion. On Tuesday night 
NTA .lews announced Nwodo as Tofa's 
running mate. Almosty immediately 
Nwodo and Tofa denied the statement 
On Wednesday in Enugu. Nwodo told 
his people at a reception organised in 
his honour that he’d never run for any 
post in Nigeria again "!’•.<• reached the 
top." he said.

If Ajuwa misses the Vcepee slot he 
will not be the only person who lost at 
the convention. Tom Ikimi. former Na­
tional Chairman of the NRC lost out 
too. Ikimi was at the convention as an 
obsen’cr. He sat with his Edo State 
people. Ikimi who had been criticising 
and denying Tofa's popularity two 
weeks before the congress did same 
again in Port Harcourt on Friday. How­
ever on Saturday. Ikimi saw that Tofa 
was more popular than he thought 
When it was clear that Tofa would 
emerge. Ikimi. through Lucky Igbined* 
ion. tned to reach out to Tola's people. 
The move uas rebuffed

So. wh<> becomes T<’!j s running 
mate'.’ A feu names haw < onie tipidoc 
Imkwu. Senator Eehcru«». Emmanuel 
Adielc and yes even Ogbonnaya Onu. 
governor of Abia State The decision 
was slated to be taken in Abuja last 
weekend

NoT thatere sad but we never 
-e*wJd ** amo°9the 601

refused to step down, and instead 
made a fiery. emouonal speech on the 
day of the second ballot He urged the 
North to. for once, vote for a Rivers man 
and compensate these who have been 
voting for them for years and con­
tributing about 60 percent}’ of 
Nigeria's wealth.

Ajuwa s speech drew a lot of critisms 
from a lot of delegate pamculariy from the 

w or king North. A rivers State delegate who pleaded 
anonymity told ’SV. "Ajuwa.has cm 
barrassed us. His speech smacked of 
tribalism.’ But Abdullahi Waziri. a 
member of the House of Representa­
tives from Sokoto was more fiery. He 
told ’S’-’ "Ajuwa is playing with fire. 
Before the April 2 Orkah coup, the 
progressives in the North had decided 
that okay, we’ll give the south a chance 
to produce a president But surpris 
ingly. just, as we took this decision, a 
group of irresponsible officers from 
the south and Middle belt connived, 
carried out a coup and made usrefuges

The pattern was much the same as 
that of thV presidential election except 
that there were a lot of blackmail and 
money involved.

A couple of hours before the election 
which took place on Monday. March 
27. a list u hu h was termed the authen­
tic list had been passed round to most 
delegates. Again the governors were 
accused of interfering with the elec­
tions by drawing the list.

On the "authentic'* list. Agunbiade 
Lawrence, an ex senator fro\n Oyo I 
State was billed to be a the chairman. 
The reasoning of the governors was |

%xr. t-zn Harcourt 
-legates was that Tofa. 
?uwa were working to- 
instance. Tola’s coor- 
ers State. Maxwill Akin. I <• - - *'■••"Lr.ated for Ajuwa and made 

* A;a became the flag bearer for 
?;■. ers State. From the way Nwodo and 
7 A.z carrying on at the conven-

. era! times and laughed. They brought | on’. •. and ticked together — usually
I *. z.-ghlo.:! from TofaSporker 
| Before th'- first ballot. 7SM gathered 
i; that three had been told they’d 
1 < ome up tops in this order — Tofa.

But the arrangement gl A both .Nwodo and Ajuwa would
S down for Tofa after the first ballot
I z Nwodo disappointed many 
I by stepping — down but got a 
■^7 from Tofa. Ajuwa
1 ’ . . breached the agreements He
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National Executive of NRC
Q VolesName StatePost

do this. Tofa is

Tafida...Poor outing

THE SUNPAY magazine, April 11,1993

(2)Assit.Na.LcgalAd. 
National Auditor 
Assist. National Auditor 
Ex-Officio 
Ex-Officio

1596
2519 
2216 
2306
2298 
2601
2415
2281 
2087
1183

2507 
2179 
1769
2253 
2253 
2024
1720 
1610 
1212
1149 
976

Page ■

Osun 
Adamawa 
Niger 
Rivers 
Katsina 
Cross River 
FCT 
Sokoto 
Ogun 
Imo 
1922 
Abia 
Kaduna 
Akwalbom 
Anambra 
Anambra 
Enugu 
Oyo 
Benue 
Delta 
Della

Dr Ahmed Kusamotu 
Murtala Abba Mohammed 
Dr.SalkaBawa 
OjuDanlel-Kalio 
Abubakar Muktar 
Prof. Eyo-lta Lawrence 
Abari.MusaTanko 
Anka. Yushau Mohammed 
Adebo.EijabiEA.(Dr.) 
Uzoho. Okey Barrister 
Kogi
Nkire. Theo (Barris. Chief)

National Chairman 
Deputy National Chairman 
National Secretary
(1) Asst. National Set:
(2) Asst. National See. 
National Treasurer 
Asst. National Treasurer 
National Financial Sec. 
Asst National Finan. Sec. 
National Publicity Sec. 
Asst National Pub. Sec. 
National Legal Adviser 
(l)Asst.NationalLegal Ad. Saidu.Abdullahi . .

Edem. Selong. Edem 
Mated Abdullahi Lisman 
lyizoba. Chime (Bar. Mrs.) 
EzeJustina (Mrs.) 
OloyeRamoni 
AgbaraS.AOga 
Leigh. RichmondS. (Dr.) 
A/ufo. Lizzy (Chf Mrs.) 
Muktah Mohammed Ahmed Kaduna

a v- 
the 
from.”

Ogbemudia, 
withdrew the 
tested. He couldn’t convince many 
peop e again of his seriousness, hav- 
mg withdrawn from the race before.

However the drawn list didn’t work 
as planned as far as the chairmanship 
race was concerned.

The Shinkafi group pulled the rug 
from under everybody’s feet and instal­
led Kusamotu. It was not easy. Dele­
gates got N500 each from this group.

mtrst of the governors were not 
happy. Said an aide to one of the gover­
nors, "How could they do this. Tofa is 
muslim. We had agreed that a Christian 
occupies the chairmanship position. 
But Kusamotu is a moslem too. How 
do we fight our rivals now?”

For once, the govenors lost out.

however, surprisingly 
letter later-on and con-

dacy or all 
dcrcd On 
Kusamotu 
‘°PS- But 
®auchi Stat,' 
any of th,

-ha;istia'___
chairman.srsS- 

thP e asPiring were cons, 
frn ®COre card. Hammed 
"Jaa.Osun State came up 
te a^TOed- a senator from 

-lose u.r V sed against allowing 
presidential ™ ° supported the former 
said it WouldroPlrants to emerge. He 
as they still 2 1 be good for the party 
of course bad their factions. This. 
OkuPe and 'ant that both Doyin 
knocked off Usamotu have been 
supporters of ^tb men were staunch 
spectivelv a Tukur and ShinkuH re-

But Q1<
blackmail reacted and alleged 
Ahmed wav k e<lually alleged that 
Aguabiade h^? Uken money from 
N500.000. pi, .harged, “Even if it *s 
contest” Nnk^1Ve Y°u back. Let us all 
a “slate” was bstened to him and 
name as cb^ 0rawn with Agunbiade’s

°gbemucr rman-
was touted as n,h° befo re the election 
ering tllat . S tlle man to beat, consid- 
ion s candidat„WaS allegedly Igbined- 
to Okunnu witZ'aangrily wrote a letter 
Ogbemudia nil drawing from the race, 
list had bee *Jegcd in the letter that a 
was remov d<lraWn in which his name 
election ... ,and concluded that the 
"Having regard1," ‘ be fair He wrote' 
which h-,.g d to the new development 
dates to f Produced a list of candi- 
the inesca^>VK,ted for' 1 have corne to 
election ,P ?‘e conclusion that the 
free or fair Th' chairman will not be 

very bad hi arrangement has struck .. 7 °od on the foundation of 
_ J .. y which it may never recover
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and decamped
i tional Party of ...Sv.,a |nrn|, fl 

first experiment of transition. Ibi
1 Mantu was a founding member of the 

Liberal Convention. When the Federal
I Government decreed two political par 

! ties, he joined the republicans to form 
NRC. His radical views did not go down 
well with the party leadership until 
they were sacked by the military.

When the Federal Military Govern 
ment brought out the latest political 
formula called “Option A4." and called ■ _____ ______________

i .Page 20

^noTaiio^ him speak
Sani Charles was the most difficult 
thing as they operated lik« under 
cover security operatives. 1 hey 
checked in and out of sev­
eral rooms per hour. It was while com­
bing the hotel rooms by 3.00 a.m. Sun­
day March 28. that fsx/ caught the duo 
at a post-election meeting in “Room 
439." Mantu said he still had more bus 
iness to do for the group that saw them 
to victory, who were gunning for party 
posts that afternoon. He mandated 
Sami Charles, his close associate to 
attend to the issues raised for clarifica­
tion from this reporter.

The negotiations and schemings 
that led to Tofa’s victory’ started 
shortly after the Federal Government 
approved the "Option A4" electoral 
process. Bashir Tofa contacted Ib­
rahim Mantu. who encouraged him to 
vie for Presidency and they talked to 
the elders in Kano State. But soon after 
the consultations began, factions arose 
between the conservatives and the lib­
erals in Kano NRC.

Among thr elders TOfa was reportedlv 
seen as a green horn who was inclined 
to appeal more to the younger genera­
tion and therefore likely to marginalise 
them in his campaign. Tofa was said 
to have great appeal to southerners 
who saw in him a hope for, a new 
Nigeria. But thr elders who had earlier

Illi s| \|>\y Xt\i,\/IM. \|’R|| ii ]<mh

i BRAHIM Nasiru Mantu is a1 name that did not get a mention during 
I the just concluded national concen- I lion of the National Republican Con- 
I vention (NRCj in Port Harcourt. Rivers 
| State. For all that mattered his name 
| only appeared on the list of candidates 
I running for the post of the national 
| secretaryship of the no-—- -

Tofa.... delegates coi 

out fresh nation,
for political leadership candi-
Bashir Tofa. now „antuS
date of SRC. Who has Been
Political buddy sent for htm m Mangu 
rahim Mantu. an ina g cfate
Local Government of Plate 
moved to Kano to draw out a schem 
on how to deal deadly political ”**' *' 

-------- -----------------------------------—u the elders who have remained the banc 
drew at the la«.t h * Part>and he with- of dirtv politics in the coun • publicans T however. the re- ^ spotted Ibrah.m Mantu at the 
operator and sh* hlm as a smooth right wing of the Civic Centre in <> 
great vision fn. .x'**1 Po!>tician with a Harcourt, where he sal innocently
boldness in nart^eP?hUcaJfuture His giving directives lo his close aides w o 
tn conflict U-ith has puthim dashed to the stand of each state con-
his close e de‘ P°bticians. In fact vention delegation. He also had his
refer tn th soc,ates were quick to eyes fixed on the Kano State stand 

; started “e second republic, when he whereBashirTofawasseated.acknow- 
Peoples Pam^pp1; °l nt?e Nigerian ‘^ng greetings and exchanging 

j____ • '* ^1 ln Plateau State pleasantries with his home delegates.
°n principles to the Na- While Mantu was coordinating "af- 

Nigeria (NPN). At the fairs" from the balcony, another smart 
irahim and smooth operator, who shares the 

same political vision. Sami Charles, 
was on the floor making sure the dele­
gates were “fixed.” Following intelli­
gence report TSM received from the 
"4th Floor" of the Presidential Hotel. 
Port Harcourt, the previous night, the 
reporter kept a trail on these unseen 
hands that were in charge of "affairs" 
at the convention.

Tracking down Ibrahim Mantu and

running for the
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Tofa's victory to the h.°.,conven- 
machinery behind him at the thc NRC 
“Oil which were provided oy tage of 
state governors to the disa eargumenl 
other candidates. The same f paihatu 

in regard to the failure of the el-
Tafida who had the baching clear by

threat to °>el_ f°„rtidatc they believed

to his close 
that the old 

whereby 
__ and issued dl- 

o longer ideal in the new 
He therefore declared a 
from the grassroots 

mded great appeal. 
•-—i elders were hay- 

consultative meetings in 
in ind Kaduna, Ibrahim 

^-Ibled a powerful campaign 
Tola

# policy

younger generation. Tl'e. <?aps 
hingpins however, doffed thch 
Tofa for his early vision to 
self to the governors. that the

Inside sources disclose Friday
NRC governors held a nice 1 upani-
night before the conventio ^artoiirt- 
mously adopt Tofa in Poft govd 
According to party sources- ^inve 
nors are the leaders of the p piaCc 
there was no party hierarc y eInbers 
as the Caretaker Committed uCfats. 
were not politicians but DU bcduled 
The meeting was therefore other | 
to review crucial agenda n 
preparations for the conven

de log*stic
However, the elders .«jng their 

and tactical mistakes by S”1 y\damu 
meeting to Owerri, where ^efe in 
Ciroma and Umaru Shinka could 
charge of affairs, and before ft Har- 
move their machinery to jone by 
court, much damage had re were 
Tofa’s aggressive team.

It was at tills junevuic - --------fielded Aminu Wall to contest with , 
Bashir Tofa in thc state. From then on, ,
the battle became a straight-fight be­
tween the conservatives and thc lib-

defeat of Aminu Wall at the polls, was 
therefore a humbling bruise for the el­
ders among whom was Adamu Ciroma.

Ibrahim Mantu was saio to have then 
mobilised a powerful machinery to 
ncht the elders, who then re-grouped 
to adopt Dalhatu Tafida as their candi­
date. It was this committee of elders who 
were said to have been behind the de­
feat of Yakubu Gowon in Zaria Local 
Government of Kaduna State.

Bashir Tofa is said to believe in gras­
sroots politics. In fact his attempt at 
real partisan politics was at grassroots 
level when he became a councillor of 
Dawakin Tofa Local Government of 
Kano State in 1976. In 1977, he was 
elected to represent the council in the 
Constituent Assembly which 
fashioned out the constitution of the 

S<The<cntry of Bashir Tofa into north­
ern politics created a new challenge to 
the elders. According — u!- 
aides. Tofa discovered 
political system, 
the elders sat at home 
rectives was no 1 
dispensation, 
straight-fight 
where he comniai

While the northern 
ing their <-------Lagos, Abuja and Kaduna, 
Mantu assembled a powerful: 
team, packaged Bashir Tofa for 
wholesale delivery in thc states. From 
March 9. 1993 to March 21. 1993. 
Bashir Tofa touched down in every 
state capital in Nigeria and personally 
reached all the national delegates in 

this country.Sami Charles, a special assistant to 
Rivers State Governor, and member of 
national campaign coordination of 
Tofa. told TSM. "Bashir carried his 
message along with his able team led 
by Mantu to the door step of every na­
tional delegate in this country. He was 
unlike others who did not visit other 
states or even their state delegates. In 
the course of his tour." he revealed. 
••Tofa had the opportunity of meeting 
like-minds across the nation and his 
charisma captured the minds of
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bantdariWtO“®"n8 the newbreedS l“ °"in the course of is campaign tour.
& State. _______ re that the elders Tofa won the sympathy and support of -—.wa who naa me um-—- ~s cie***

Zfwas at this juncture thatthe To in the country. One of ders. In fact the scenario > that
Itwasa ----------  contest wttn NRCgov of g midnight of Friday March 27. 1^.,. one

a born-again Christian who.for a long the battle for the nation’s h“n2ers and
. _ believed in the philosophy thin plum job was between the . of the 

Lnuruier people should be entrusted governors; who had the supP'“oilcan 
Llth responsibility. In fact, he is said younger generation. The reP,aps for 
. personally campaigned for kingpins however, doffed the* hinl
Tofa a moslem among his colleagues 
1° me eastern states. The governors 
were however, more concerned about 
how to have a successful convention 
, ° would produce the best among the 
Sedates"Who would weld the party 
together and ride on the crest o victory 
come June 12. Several consultations 
were held in Port Harcourt. Lagos.

Enugu. Calabar and on reg- 
ionaTlevels Tor a choice candidate. 

TSM gathered that the governors 
considered most who among the can- 
dfoates that was least controversial 
and could lead the party to'Victory 
They also sought for a candidate that 
is humble and prepared to consult on na 

issues. "That, they found in 
Bashir Tofa. knowing him as a broad­
minded fellow. He made the difference 
£‘comparison to others whom they 

eVpoUUca^pundits have since ascribed

Kusaniolu.—strength is in the delegates
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their spo*
1 Run thal

eastern states, 
tor Ajuwa

■ -'-t meeting 
outlined. de- 

adopted- 
the elec-

election in
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, neutralise their cam- 
7S\|."My slrength is in 

tes" and ' “ "'*■* “

insider.

One Other issue that caused concern 
to obsetves was the use of money to 
influence votes in favour ol presiden- 
infl ____Tofa's campaign man
lial carrn.—' - . d that it was thehow ever._ma.nmmaicampai(!n jn

-vs Sami Charles. "To 
worked in other previ 

ous'elections. 1 was national director 
of the front runners in last election, 
and SO I knew the role of money and 
how much each candidate spent. Tins 
was the cheapest Pn”a^ 
have eve. ..<»«. • — - .
money was on transport and hotels. 
The secret of our success is brain, t u 

“'4‘went hi"for another meeting tics and a sellable candidate with vis- 
gut the outcome did not go well with ion and programme. 

' ^andidar °kS 11131 a over choicc of 
' elde-« “^tween the Governors and
• °f Sat ,, \ 1116 Party at the wee-hours
* c°nven*i^n tilrealened lo disrupt the 

in conr°nal assembly member . who 
SovemnJ111111^ 1116 defended the

TXdTecldcrswantedto ! ment - a based on their iudge 
reacted ° wisdom- lf the governors 
Wishe 5^-’ °nly carried out the 
this naSo?eRdeleeatCS and Pe°Ple of 
Duu/ * because they know the 

Tof’mindand reacli°n of the party." j 
Chari3 S • CampaiSn strategist. Sami , 
elder eS> m analVsing the failure of the I 
that u-h^aid 1116 Oder's mistake was ' 
tjo . 1 e they were haring consulta- 
remln nei§bbouring state with their 
was yimended candidate. Tofa's team 
Ana t.US" camPaigning with delegates, 
candid f°re 1116 elders came with their 
srn l° P°rt Harcourt- lhc dele- 

es had made up their minds. In fact, 
mi said. "\Ve went round last minute

10 see the delegates." J
i *acl was attested to at the venue
i e convention when the presiden- 
I i aspirants were presented to ad- 

aress delegates each for three minutes 
nefore the election commenced Satur- 
oay afternoon. Joe Nwodo. one of the 
aspirants, had held the delegates spell 
bound with his oratory, leaving no one 
in doubt that he was thle only candidate 
that came to the convention with a de­
finite agenda and programme for the 
Third Republic.

When it was the turn of Bashir 
Othman Tofa. the crowd could not allow 
him speak. For merely standing from 
his seat, he got three minutes standing 
ovation. Tofa had to send out prepared 
copies of his speech to the press in 
which he pledged to tackle the prob­
lems of unemployment, inflation, low 
productivity, dwindling educational 
facilities, health care delivery and ex­
ternal debt The delegates it seemed 
already knew their man, and so had no 
problem in casting 4.472 votes out of 
5,009 accredited delegates for Tofa 
while Joe Nwodo’s highly articulate 
political and economic agenda trans- 

' lated into the second position with 
i 1,812 votes*Rivers man. Pere Ajuwa. 
I who appealed to the sentiment of the 

. northerner to support their traditional
11 minority allies in the East came third 

with 1,404 votes. The crash of Dalhatu
. Tafida with 1,062 votes to come fourth 

was a knock on the elders who 
quickly withdrew to guest house for a 

; caucus meeting to lick their wounds.
After the first round of voting, the 

political pendulum had swung to the 
side of Tofa and intensive lobbying 
kept everybody sleepless. The Gover-

to enable him 
paign- He vowed to right t0
the delegat ’ Kusamotu said
the end- » “■ d two criteria against 
the governor-,residential candidate 
him. —t?3' Hke him- and that he was 
is a moslem Hc mobilised support
Shinkah s m • morning and when 
for himself. - countcd Tuesday 
the T<.“he was all smiles
morning he » jssvc that Was not

However, a q( (hc convcntion 
resolved at q{ rice president 

were adop«~- was the P zoncd to the East Tota
■ the elec- which had rommit himself on the
consultative did not wanit party KOuld take a 

of tbe party - pres- issuc and s 0 £ man bowever
.Hine which zoned decision on that 1
north-east. emors described J" . as "a true ma- I

....-names b' p'^da and from thciratJ; ho beiicvcs in the
were Tofa. Nwodo. Amination. only ture party ma n ot thc party 
Mamman. 'Knd bZ nrin came from supremacy jthdrawal will bringTofa. Tafida and Mamman^ Knowing that Jbtwrt^^^ _.RC
the zone. And sin the Gover- sanity and m d with little pres-
man were out of th ' to step accepted to »> d . that no carrot 
nors wanted Nwod 1Lade a case sure." It w»? l i n and the with-
down OVr± W for Vi“ “aS danS n ; e mu-rest ol the party, for his brother Joe^ drawa) wa5 m the m ~

they also monitoring the

rial candidates. 
-s^tA^waha^-b^ Sp«” 
turned up tw-c>»»“«la But Joe mis country. Says

dXhedhi?support forTola be frank. 1 have - 
and asked his supporters to vote fo 
Tota. This last minute arrangemen 
gave Tofa 4.281. votes at the second

against Nwodo. apparently from the il- have ever had. Thc only urn H 
“^Xnday-s session, the S“f~ *"' 

governors went in for another meeting tics and a sellable can i a e w 1 
but the outcome did not go well with ion and programme. 

^■S past aspirants. The elders 
the Pa guard this time. And so 
were °n . t of names flew out of the 
»bcn 3meeting as the "winning governors_n_ of the party protested 
list." fhe tln.ir own list.
and drew.o shinkafi. Ciroma

The e’dc" complained through
and Iwu^ an chief AbiolaOgundo-

. -ohes eovcrnors had mar-
' a them in important decisions 

ginalise<1“ rtV ogundokun re­
jecting “ r governors used sec- 

that cei Kusamotu’s can-

interest of the p - 
nors went in for an all night 
where strategies were 
bated . and candidates^ 
The governors 
tion in view < 
forum guideline 
idencyto — *" 

The five
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J U HEY knew they 
had a problem in their hands in far 
away Jos. And so, even though Jos is 
hundreds of kilometers away from Port 
Harcourt, delegates to the national 
congress of the National Republican Con­
vention, NRC, brought Jos down to the 
Civic Centre, venue of the congress.

Jos could make or mar NRC’s future, 
so. they took time off to discuss what 
was going on in Jos. They agreed that 
the three Social Democratic Party, 
SDP. front-runners, Moshood Abiola, 
Baba Gana Kingibe and Abubakar 
Atiku were formidable, particularly 
with the image of Shehu Yar’adua lurk­
ing behind.

They were as anxious and tensed up 
as SDP members in Jos, to know who 
comes ip tops. At times, a good 
number of them switched their minds 
off theirown convention to discuss the 
three SDP candidates and the chances 
of Bashir Tofa. NRC candidate with any 
of the three that emerges.

By Friday evening, NRC delegates 
were sure that Tofa was their candi 
date. But SDP’s case, they agreed, was 
dicey. A good number of them agreed 
it could be difficult, particularly if 
there is a television debate between 
Kingibe and Tofa. Tofa. they pointed 
out, was a quiet operator, a man of few 
words, intelligent, yes. but not as ar­
ticulate as Kingibe. They agreed Kin­
gibe was an orator who plays with the 
language. And they were not quite sure 
how many votes a televised interview’ 
between Kingibe and the seemingly 
quiet Tofa would garner.

Opinions were divided in Abioia’s 
case. And the argument was quite in­
tense. What would an Abiola candida­
ture mean for Tofa, for NRC? While 
many people, particularly the souther­
ners felt it would be dicey, many north­
erners prayed for Abiola to emerge.

An Abiola candidature, the southerners 
said, would be difficult to contain. 
Reason: Abiola is a moslem. Abiola 
they pointed out equally has a lot of 
goodwill. Being a moslem, they said, 
would likelly split the northern vote, 
particularly if he picks a moslem

While a group gleefully announced 
that Kingibe had emerged first, fol­
lowed by Abiola and Atiku, others 
announced Atiku had come first, fol­
lowed by Abiola and Kingibe in that 
order. And yet said BBC had an­
nounced that Abiola came tops, fol­
lowed by Atiku and Kingibe.

The truth, however, was that BBC an­
nounced nothinng. By 7.00 a.m, Sun­
day, when they were swearing by BBC 
counting was still going on.

A good number of them even went a 
step further — "BBC said the SDP con­
vention had been suspended Saturday 
night because a riot had broken out 
and 20 people (some said 22) had died."

It was the 4.00 p.m. — Radio Nigeria 
news that brought the true story to the 
NRC convention. When the news de­
clared that Abiola had 
beaten both Kingibe and Atiku, most 
NRC delegates broke into joyful songs. 
But their song was short-lived when 
they heard the margin wasn’t much. 
One of them told others, "Kai, Kingibe 
may still win." They? declared they’d 
pray over it They weanted Abiola to 
win.

Tuesday was the "D- day" and every­
body was anxious to hear the final re­
sult. Again the reliable sources was 
4.00 O’clock news. When the news 
about Abioia’s victory in the second

^H’wNRCTook
joy, broad smiles, victory 
signs, all rolled in one.

a.m on Sunday 
a ting of votes 
just started.

people 
Corporation (BBC) had^andcaStin^ 
cno. , 1 1 naa announcedd^nendreHUlL And theversion they gave 
depended on where their interest was 
Nwodo. Tofa...NRC will be in Abuja

Vfctory 
beiZTso n;haS 3 rUnn‘ng ma“- 
the flam5o°uurthf:rrn:rs hp(“;iy with 

‘n^w?= 
fercntlv' Th northerners saw it dif-

southerners' thC,r reason: The 
uicmers cannot have hnth 

economic power.and political power 
In spite of the argument which re 

came to th'0”'“nxiety was hifih. Many 
t^RadLT TheT1nti’?n with Transis 
matters i ■ de ay 1,1 Jos worsened 
And fT "'creased speculations 
And false results.

As early as 7.00 
Idr^Vn Whcn the c°untii 
(first ballot) in Jos had j_ 
quite a good number of 
^ore that the British p- 

(BBC) had j
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come near. FSM tried it. We were just 
asking Michika the question when his 
ADC. in a most crude manner 
threatened to deal with us.

But the question remains: who’ll 
Michika vote for° How much-vote can 
he gamer for Abiola in Adamawa? a 
governor told us in confidence, “cer­
tainly. nobody would’ve bothered if 
Abiola wins Adamawa in June. But 
with Michika's public statement, if 
Abiola does, well sponsor Michika's 
expulsion and impeachment”

1
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PereAjuwa 
declared 
missing!

-1 p"r “ D ’ 
“We 13 ’ is the story.». And for his counterpart from 

-eT^lX^e^.c’oL1: I By Comfort Obi 
August 27. 1993.- I

But both Pere Ajuwa. defeated NRC 
presidential aspirant and Emmanuel 
Bruanj-anwu. top NRC stalwart were 
more cautious. Ajuwa told TSM "Of 
course, we shall win but we shouldn’t 
take anything for granted. Abiola is for­
midable and he has a lot of goodwill 
It’ll be stupid of us to relax and take 
things for granted. And Iwuanyanwu 
warned. "We have to wotk extra hard 
to defeat Abiola. He should not be un­
derrated.

For Ekong Umoh from Akwa Ibom 
State, the fear was that “NRC may lose 
if we take things for granted. Abiola’s 
emergence would split the Eastern 
votes. 1 would have preferred Kingibe 
to Abiola. Now. Abiola would match us 
Naira for Naira, car for car. aircraft for 
aircraft ”

And for Chris Ukpabi from Abia. 
“We’ll eventually win. I think his 
emergence is a good omen — one can­
didate from the South and one from
the North. Both are moslems. 1 think 
the battle line is drawn. Abiola is

Tafida.
In fact, a reputable News magazine 

had written only last week that Ajuwa 
was a Shehu Yar’Adua man. Which 
makes him an SDP man.

But perhaps, the Newspapers 
shouldn’t be blamed. Not many people 
knew Ajuwa. And this, in spite of the 
fact that he was a governorship aspir­
ant He was defeated by F '*J 
George in the primaries. Aji 
member of the constituent Assembly. 
But he was “chucked” out of the As­
sembly over an issue that nobody 
wants to discuss.

But now. Ajuwa has become a celeb­
rity of sorts. Against all calculations. 
Ajuwa made the first three, out of 
whopping 29. in the first ballot of the 
presidential primaries. Scoring 1.404, 
he beat Tafida. the man who beat — 
Y'akubu Gowon during the Local Gov­
ernment Congress in Kaduna State. 
So. you see now. Ajuwa has added this 
to his credentials — the man who beat 
the man who beat Gowon. But there is 
even a more superior bit — first runner 
up in the NRC presidential primaries. 
Courtesy of Nwodo’s withdrawal (for 
Tofa) afer the first ballot. Ajuwa came 
second — scoring 584 votes to Tola’s 
4.184 votes.

Since Ajuwa’s feat, speculations 
have been rife as to how he made it 
Ajuwa is a man who pulls surprises. 
He has a deceptive look. Quiet, but 
there is something about him which 
spell* stubbomess.

Actually. Ajuwa pulled the first feat 
clinch die NRC Rivers State 

presidential ticket 
«aen he defeated Ferdy Alabaraba, 
until now. was very popular in Rivers 
State, courtesy of 1‘. percent (now 3 
percent) oil derivation fund. He was the 
chairman.

While Ajuwa told everybody who 
cares to hear that he performed well 
because he was quite popular, others 
disagree.

A number of people attribute 
Ajuwa’s performance to his relation 
ship widi the Yorubas. Even though 
Ajuwa is an Ijaw man from Rivers.

M OBODY re-
ckoned with him. In fact, not many 
people remembered that Pere Ajuwa. 
Rivers State NRC presidential flag 
bearer was in the race. As far as the 
press was concerned. Ajuwa was not 
hot. All everybody Knew were Bashir 
Tofa. Ismaila Mammas and Dalhatu
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Tofa. Ajuwa... What agreement
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"Ajuwa and 
together. We

Everybody got worried. Speculations 
became rife. What happened to Ajuwa? 
While some people suggested that 
Ajuwa may have been kidnapped, 
others said he may have been arrested 
by the police. Buy why?

Those who spoke of the kidnap bit 
said Ajuwa may have so much sur­
prised many people by his perfor­
mance that he may have become a vic­
tim of kidnapping just to spite Rivers 
State. Others agreed and said it must 
be the handiwork of his political 
enemies.

But there were others who specu­
lated that Ajuwa may have withdrawn 
from the race seeing that the gap given 
to them by Tofa was obscene. But again 
others said that Ajuwa was so proud 
of coming third the previous day that 
he couldn't have chickened out

There was equally a speculation that 
he may have fallen ill after the all night 
vigil while counting lasted. But some­
body quickly dismissed this, saying, 
"So. is that how he is going to rule us. 
After a night's vigil, he falls ill."

Visibly worried, with Ajuwa’s empty 
chair starring at her, Lateefat Okunnu, 
National Chairman, NRC Caretaker 
Committee announced that nobody 
had seen Ajuwa. He called on the Riv­
ers State NRC Caretaker Chairman to 
come and explain Ajuwa's whereab­
out . The man couldn’t, and quickly 
ran to the Rivers State "Stand" to ex­

plain to the Governor and to ask if any­
body had seen Ajuwa. Nobody did.

Ajuwa was billed to speak first but 
after waiting for him till 2.05 p.m., 
Okunnu called on Joe Nwodo to go up 
and deliver his mandatory 15 minutes 
speech, declaring, "I hope Ajuwa 
comes because it‘is too late to with­
draw." It was mid-way into Nwodo’s 
speech that Ajuwa appeared, looking 
a little embarrassed but calm.

Directly after Nwodo’s speech, he 
was called up to make his. And it was 
here that Ajuwa released his 
bombshell. Without apologising for his 
absence, he told the congress how 
the minorities, particularly Rivers 
State, were being marginalised by the 
rest of the country. He called on the 
northerners to relinquish the leader­
ship of the country and for once vote 
for a Rivers man. Said he. "Rivers 
people have been voting for you a long 
time, this is now the time for you to 
reciprocate and vote for a Rivers man. 
This country belongs to all of us. Riv­
ers produces 60 percent of this coun­
try’s wealth and yet, she cannot pro­
duce the president Now is the time to 
reciprocate." He then apologised for 
coming late but gave no reasons. How­
ever, while many people dismissed 
Ajuwa’s speech as tribalistic, not de­
serving of one aspiring to lead the

many people allege that he is an Ijaw 
man from Ondo State. His own side in 
Rivers is quite close to Ondo. Sec­
ondly, his wife is from Oyo State. 
These, they speculated, gave Ajuwa a 
lot of support from the Western 
States. But more than that is the alle­
gation that Ajuwa came third courtesy 
of a working agreement he had with 
Tofa. This agreement almost marred 
the NRC primaries in the second ballot, 
even though Ajuwa denies this. For 
seven hours, Ajuwa was missing. And 
for 2 hours 17 minutes, Ajuwa held up 
the second ballot.

It was on Sunday. After Ajuwa’s per­
formance in the first ballot, many 
people, especially from Rivers and 
western states were rooting for him. 
Rivers people were happy that their 
son performed such a feat In fact as soon 
as the result became public Sunday 
morning, some Rivers State broke into 
a dance.

But a couple of hours later, their joy 
turned into anxiety and suspicion. 
Seven hours into the convention, five 
hours after Ajuwa’s colleagues, Tofa 
and Joe Nwodo had taken their seats, 
and two hours, seventeen minutes into 
the process for the voting, Ajuwa was 
nowhere to be seen.

still
ime ne ________ __________

what the appointment was all

country and made the subject of dis­
cussion most of the time that Monday, 
inquisitive journalists swooped on 
Ajuwa wanting to know what happened 
considering the delay and embarrass­
ment he caused everybody- Ajuwa 
wouldn’t speak on the spot but told 
them, "You are free to come to my 
house." In Ajuwa’s house, he 
explained, but there was something 
that didn’t quite click. No two Jour­
nalists did he tell the same thing. F°r 
instance, he told Sunray Newspaper that 
he came late because he was under too 
much pressure to step down for Tofa, 
To avoid the pressure which was 
mounting by the minute, he decided to 
come late.

He told another Newspaper, The 
Statesman that some powerful people 
were after’him and didn’t want him to 
contest, to protect their interest, and 
so, to avoid them, he kept away.

He told yet another that he was ill 
and had to go to see his doctor.

To TSM, he said that the truth was 
that he had an appointment outside 
Port Harcourt and had to go to keep it 
with the calculation that accreditation 
may still be going on by 
the time He’d come in. He refused to 
tell us —■ 
about.

But the.Rivers State coordinator for 
Tofa for President campaign team. 
Maxwill Akiri, who alsd1 claimed he 
worked for Ajuwa told TSM that 
Ajuwa’s seven-hour disappearance 
was a “betrayal of trust and a breach 

agreement” Akiri told us.

our group were working 
i reached an agreement 

with him that we’d work for him and 
make him come up in the first three.

But that thereatter, he should 
withdraw for Tofa, and then, we’d 
negotiate what to give him in an NRC 
government Ajuwa agreed. Uptill 
Saturday night, that was the agree­
ment. We were surprised that as soon 
as the results were announced and 
Ajuwa came third as arranged, he dis­
appeared. All efforts to see him either 
in his house or office were fruitless. 
He deliberately came late. It was a ploy 
t'o avoid.us, hoping that if he contests 
and not step down as agreed, like 
Nwodo did. he’ll be picked as the run­
ning mate. Nobody was putting him 
under pressureas he claimed. He sim­
ply disappeared."

Ajuwa however denied these allega­
tions emphasising "I reached no agree­
ment with them. Akiri never worked 
for me. I stood for the second ballot 
because I deserved it I’m not a cow­
ard."
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reserve the last hope <>l the white- 
throated monkey, which now only sur­
vives in Nigeria. The state government 
is expressedly impressed by NCF’s 
commitment but its stand in the cur­
rent imbroglio. TSM learnt in Benin, is 
that the allocation to the Osse River 
Rubber Company was made before the 
signing of the "document of under­
standing" to provide additional sup­
port for the protection of the 
sanctuary. Remarkably, the govern 
merit has vested interests |49 percent 
holding) in the rubber company in con­
junction with Michelin.

For the villagers in this sphere, their 
resentment is further impassioned bv

1U'OSU

A.P. Lcvenlis and Philip Hall al lhe Okonni Forest Reserve.

their desire for a peaceful resolution 
led them to establish a link with the 
Nigerian Conservation Foundation 
(NCF). The issue was tabled at the 
NCF’s Scientific Committee meeting 
chairmaned by AP Lcventis. an NCF 
trustee. Propelled by the opinions ex­
pressed at this meeting. Levcntis the 
next day. February’ 25. addressed a dip 
lomatic letter to the Edo State gover­
nor which partly enjoins: ". ..there are 
large areas of degraded rubber planta 
tions throughout Edo State and so 
surely it makes more economic sense 
to concentrate on rehabilitating these. 
Added to this, if account is taken ol 
the intrinsic value of sustainably man

rieulture. tritit copies simultaneously 
sent to the state governor. the Oba ot 
Benin, the Speaker of the House, the 
local government chairman tOvia 
South West bG Iguobazuwat and the 
manager of the rubber company. This 
letter. secured by TSM reads in part: 
■ The said Osse River Rubber Company 
has effected a survey plan of the area 
of their intended operation by which 
they intend to take over the entire farm 
land of Iguowan Village as well as a 
large pan of their village land, if this 
operation is allowed to go on. the villa­
gers will lose not only their farmland 
but also their verv settlement

.-J p^’pose of the letter is to have 
the company prevailed on to "carry 
their operations elsewhere." for the vil- 
lagers are not prepared to take this 

threat "lying low. ”The mood in Iguowan is definitely 
that of anger: Aiyeki had warned the 
Commissioner of his client s intention 
'°seek redress if the government 
’axes no pre-emptive measure. But

, • HE road to Nik-i ua txanspOrls the mind, to Joseph 
I ’. onrad description of his up-river 
I VJ’TJS ml° Vhc ConS° inJh< Hc.iri <M I Darkness. “It was the ni^ht of first ages 
: when vegetation rioted and the big 

trees were Kings." This road, which
1 knifes through the Okomu Wildlife 
I Sanctuary, is representative, in aggre- 
j gate terms, of that into and through 

. i the other villages ringing or dotting the 
I , reserve: Udo. Iguowan. Arrakhuan. 
I | These villages arc currently engaged 
I * in a continuing dialogue, steadily get-
I J ting more tense, with the Edo State
II government and formal conser- 
I i vationisfcs. on their social and 
I economic relationship with the forest 
I reserve. Only recently, the natives of 
I Udo protested. ria representations and 
J an angry march by topless women, the 
i conce ssion the state government 
’ granted the Osse River Rubber Com- 
' pany to tap rubber in sections of the 
| reserve’s buffer zone close to the ril-
i lage. When the villagers’ eruption of 

anger halted the progress of the com­
pany. the conceded area was relocated 
to compartments 20 and 21 occupied 
by the smaller agricultural community 

' of Iguowan.
Despite its size, the Iguowan com 

munitv was determined not to counte­
nance" this. It quickly engaged the ser­
vices of a lawyer Joe Aiyeki of Benin- 
based Peace Chambers. The solicitor s 
- r action was to despatch flight-talk letter, dated January

Edo State Commissioner for

aging the existing rainforest with the 
many local benefits that acrue from 
this, the state stands to benefit far 
more in the long run by conserving the 
forest than destroying it"

Although the Oko'nu Wildlife 
Sanctuary is formally an Edo State gov­
ernment project the NCF’s bewilder­
ment at the government’s action stems 
from the fact that both institutions had 
signed a "document of understanding" 
that the buffer zone will not be tam­
pered with.

It was ria the efforts of the found­
ation. helped by one of its members — 
Bola Ajibola. then the Justice Minis- 
tore — that the state government made 
the area a sanctuary. Which explains 
why it “keeps it under its auspices" 
with a remarkable presence. Apart 
from the other forms of logistics sup­
port that it prorides, the NCF it was 
that constructed a much needed guest 
house. Recently, a new resource 
centre was donated by Lcventis. an 
NCF point-man. The NCF sees in the
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the fact that, despite their perception 
of themselves as landlords, they are 
inot allowed to tap the resources of the 
sanctuary. Again, the recent extension 
of the boundaries of the reserve has 
provoked new fears that they might 
one day be asked to quit even what is 
left of their ancestral land for the sake 
of an "animal Kingdom." Although 
Iguowan is at the centre of the on-going 
brouhaha, it is Nikrowa, wedged be­
tween the sanctuary and the Osse 
River, that best illustrates the rever­
berating tensions in the area. As Syl­
vester Orhicre. the Project Manager of 
the Okomu Wildlife Sanctuary, told 
TSM. Nikrowa best sums the 
headaches inherent in the sanctuary 
— aboriginal villages relationship. 
While the other villages have a high 
degree of homogenity, Nikrowa is a 
microcosmic Nigeria with four domin­
ant tribes — the Edos, the Urhobos. 
the Igbos and the Ijaw, who claim a 
founding status and. therefore, overall 
head-ship.

In a sort of village forum with TSM 
and Nick Ashton-Jones, the Africa 
Representative of Pro-Natura, at Chief 
Oneroe Mabiri’s modest palace, the vil­
lagers reeled off a head-spinning 
catalogue of privations and afflictions. 
Johnson Okorodudu, who described 
himself as a professional hunter, said 
the sanctuary status of the wide ex­
panse of forest has rendered him job­
less. In Mabiri’s we-thc-village speech, 
he stated that since their land had 
been taken awav from them, it was only log­
ical that they should be compensated 
or helped to uplift their standard of liv­
ing - by the tarring of the access road, 
the introduction of transport facilities 
to mitigate the daily rigour of the villa­
gers walking as much as 16 kilometres 
to fro their farms daily, the absorption' 
of more of the villagers into the service 
of the sanctuary and such like. While, 
in the main, the villagers express cd 
the sentiment that "we like the NCF 
(the Sanctuary) because NCF is for pro­
tection, not for destruction," Mabiri 
did make it clear that the sacred status 
of the forest depends on the approp­
riate redress of their grievances To­
wards the African Timber and Plywood 
Company (AT&P). which has acentury- 
old presence in the area, the feeling s 
expressed were not that charitable 
the principal reason: while the com 
pany provides electricity to the village 
only between seven p.m. and seven 
a.m. its staff quarters within the same 
village enjoy the same facility round 
the clock. The company’s site manager, 
however, told TSM that since the com 
pany doles out quite a chunk as tax.

Hick Ashton Jones. Pre -Hahira's Africa 
Represen lative.
shouldn’t that be seen as ample char­
ity?

Paulinus Ifejirika, the head of the 
Igbo community, extended the fron­
tiers of the discourse in a private chat 
in his "supermarket" The instances 
of poaching that the Sanctuary comp­
lains about, he said, are occasioned by 
• unemployment “If there were industries 
in the village, even a cottage 
and the people had somethi 
tive doing, no one would have the time 
to go stalking animals." He also cited 
the negative effect of expectation 
structures that are ultimately under­
cut by non-implementation, such as 
the several fact finding visits by all 
hues of conservationists who leave be 
hind hope infusing promises that arc 
never realised. His instance was the 
Ford Foundation’s nursery project 
through which better agricultural 
techniques were inculcated in the 
people with a promise of assistance at 
the end. Yet. after the end, the promise 
has remained a promise.

These expressions of having had a 
raw deal arc not mere hollers in the 
evening breeze. The wells of explosion 
that they underscore have resulted in 
killings within our natural parks and 
reserves. In the Kainji Lake National 
Park where some settlements had to 
give way to the project, it resulted in 
the shooting to death of a ranger by a 
proacher in 1985. Even where outright 
deaths do not occur, the constant 
tango with insistent poachers who 
cannot understand why not is “the 
ranger's constant nightmare," in the 
words of Musa Wari. the park's Princi­
pal Attendant who has been a ranger 
all over for more than two decades. In 
July 1992. Paik Tieivs. the bi-annual

reP°rted 
’ arrested 
Un<»er review 

of court
_ ___ _ one

According to Orhiere. the Year-
not from the hunting guild 
neighbouring villages, with whl?----
holds regular meetings, and wh”1 he 
rested made the strange claim t^11 ar 
ranger had threatened him with 
But. apart from the Kainji Lake 3 ®un* 
Yankari National Parks, wher/n?1?16 
cidents of poaching are ext016 
high, rangers are disallowed fr/emely 
rying fire-arms. °m car‘
Nigeria is, of course. more*^1-1^ in 
than that There are instances 
vessels doing just that in Nigeria 7°' 
ritorial waters. TSAHearnt that s ^f 
these ships have in-built fish ° 
where the hauls are iminediateivcon® 
verted to sardine packs and 7 b 
such. The import is that, from stert to 
finish, these fishermen/manufactur 
ers tap the nation's resources without giving anything back in return " l?s an 
old practice." TSM was told "and il 
legal. But it saves cost of transporta­
tion. storage and off loading. And the 
country really gets nothing jn return 
— no fishing fees, no local hot ‘ 
Customs duty, nothing." The Fec&ral’ 
Fisheries Departmental admitted it 
brought in three foreign poaching ves­
sels last year but would give no further 
information.

What this portends is that conser­
vationists need to evolve new forms of I 
dialogue, especially with the aborigi- | 
nal villages. No longer is it tenable to 
simply carve out a reserve and tell the 
villagers to go look somewhere else for 
sustenance. Principle I of the Rio Declara­
tion. a code of conduct on environment 
and development for world govern­
ments and peoples, proclaims that 
’ human beings are at the centre of 
concerns for sustainable develop­
ment They are entitled to a 
healthy and productive life in harmony 
with nature." This encapsulates the 
position of Pro-Natura. a conservation/ 
rural development concern with its 
roots in Brazil. At Nik­
rowa, the villagers had told stories 
about Hausa traders who come in sea­
sonally, armed with N40 permits from 
the Forestry Department, and proceed 
to cart away such forest resources as 
Pc.ppei cjumensis. alligator pepper, bitter 
Kola, rattan, raffia — resources from 
which Ashton-Jones projected the vil— 
lagers could make whales of money bj^— 
exploiting the basic principle of direc 
marketing.
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SCHOOL" stamped
Even Chid' E.C.l. Onuigbo has “ST. 
MARKS (C.M.S.) CHURCH. AJALLI’’ 
stamped on his baptismal certificate. Chief 
Ernest Okoli was trained and nurtured 
by an Ajalli mandate Mazi Isaiah Kanu. 
Ajalli people have always protected, 
trained and nurtured good number of 
Akpu people because of the peace lov­
ing nature of Ajalli people who even en-

the area granted by the Akpus to die 
Ajallis since die
year 1700. Ajalli people have posses­
sory litle to the exclusion of die Akpu 
people over the area covered by die 
adopted plan. The Akpu people cannot 
derogate from their grant.
With the inception of die British admini­
stration at the early pan of this century 
and even before the Nigeria Nation was

________ LAND OCCUPIED SY 
maps, are there lor references). One of 

.■ area is the 
Ajalli Government School (built in 1911) 
where most ol WHO is WHO in the area 
were trained and could be likened in 
leans of fame to the Oxford University 
in England. Funny enough most ol Akpu
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dispute ■■■■ 

at the date 
lion was 
them, that is 
4th day of May 
they wish to o 
use of any further 
tneywill.olcoui 
to obtain pernussx™ 
do so from the Respo« 
dents.”

It is pertinent to bring to 
die notice of die general 
public. another judgement 
in die Onitsha High Court 
Suit No. 0/56/62-Festus 
Egbebuike and 6 others 
of Akpu versus Humphrey 
Obasi. and 3 others ol
Ajalli. instituted by the Akpus claiming

amalgamated in 1914. the only town 
known and recognised by all and sundry 
in what is now know n as Orumba Nonh 
and South 'Local Government Areas is 

ALLI just as Awka. Onitslia ;uid Enugu 
in the old Anambra State (the colonial

r o , mat the Apf*-’lla",s
, . f t'thc so^i^t, at -1 think hj’- (̂'|'js) (brackets i

r> V ^reW state t %ho,a‘’ " is U,e to obtain any fu , ^ig lhe

::r“

,rip S;upieds,nce 170n Which “’ey 
.c. °,, be'n® Peddleai’d the im-

j„ by Akpu vi||_ ^at Ajalli is 
U’l6^rtH in lacl ai’d in^es ls Patently 
1SC’ PdtO<Jist°rtfaciSa aw This was 

d thereby ^"urtjudge- 
C0«s . public. Sll'fonn die

■Linthe nit^i'e -ere al^^the 
■tall* the al cus" Mjam, *-j —- •
inary nry grant n h PU pe°P,c • B>' forfeiture and recovery ol possession lhc greatest allrai lions in lhe 
e cUSlkpu people, m e Ajalli Pc°P'c and they failed. By the nature ol this • r. - c.

dlC be BENERri ? tU,e Akpus. claim, it is clear that the Ajallis arc in 
-;,scd < „ iss now kn„ AL OWNERS possession of die land NOT die Akpus. 
';l l3"i , ’‘norlion ou" as 3,1,1 ‘•“"cd In the above Suit No. 0/56/62. the Akpus 
Jail'- It’d AJAL1 I •*.l,d nnw known adopted the plan No. MEC/2K0/62 filled 

and c‘? resentatj ls hereby exhib- bv die Ajalli people in die said suit. This leaders have “AJALLI GOVERNMENT
:d >n‘h1''^ 4friCan (~.”u AJ^‘appealed plan which is hereby presented, showed SCHOOL" stamped their certificates,

jit No- WACAJ'926 Chief Gertfrey 
ji and others ol Ajalli, versus Joseph 
Scekc and others ot Akpu - the judge­
ent o* which was delivered on the 11 th 
v of May. 1053. In concluding its 

jgemciit the West African Court of 
□peal had dus to say: per S. Foster
iron L. with Verity C.J.. and j. Henly 

mssey J. A. concurring:
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ministrative recognition. Ajalli is actu­
ally bounded on the north by the land.of 
Ufuma, on the east by the land of Naw- 
fi a and on the west is the land now 
occupied by the Akpus.
The Akpu people have always in all their 
(also write-ups distorted court.judge­
ments and in most times quoted Lhe 
judgement out of context. Thus confirm­
ing their non-b'elief and non-compliance 
in court judgements as was the case in 
their violent attack of Ajalli on January 
2. 1993, when they forcefully entered 
into the land in possession of one Vin­
cent Ifeonu, an Ajalli man, and started 
harvesting bamboo trees. This portion of 
land where this bamboo trees are situ­
ated have been adjudicated before, when 
four Akpu people ( Sabastine 
Obasi.Bonivcnture and others ) tres­
passed, forcefully entered and stole yams 
belonging to the said Vincent Ifeonu. 
They were convicted and their convic­
tion was unanimously confirmed by all 
the judges on appeal in Appeal Court 
Sun No.CA/E/l 78/82.
On their further appeal to the Supreme Court, 
their sentences were confirmed by all the five 
judges of the Supreme Court in Supreme Court 
Suit No. I69/X9. Yet on the 2nd of January 
1993, the same convicted Akpu people with 
their collaborators, forcefully entered and started 
stealing the bamboo belonging to the same 
Vincent Ifeonu - Ajalli man. And most surpris­
ingly on the same portion of land from which 
they stole and were convicted.
The separation of Ajallis and Akpus into two 
separate local government areas of Orumba 
North and Orumba South respectively, is a 
sound administrative and political decision 
which would foster peace, harmony and good 
government in the long term and I com 
mend the Federal Government for their wis­
dom and foresight.

sured (hat Akpu people as their neigh­
bour, embraced education as another al­
ternative Io their traditional palm wine 
apping profession. It is therefore very 

, unfortunate that Akpu people are show- 
ing so much ingratitude to Ajalli people

Ajalli people who now found them­
selves in Orumba North Local Govem- 

‘ment Area must continue to answer their 
ancestr al name AJALLI, while Akpu 
people who now found themselves in 
Orumba South Local Government Area 
must also continue to answer their anc- 
cstr al name AKI’U, for an ever-lasting 
peace and harmony to reign in the area. 
Aflerall Akpu people had historically 

migrated from 
AKPUGOEZE in Oji 
River Local Govern­
ment Area of Enugu 
Stale while Ajalli 
people migrated from 
AROCHUKWU in 
Arochukwu Local Gov­
ernment Area of Abia 
Stale. Both people are 
migrants from two dif­
ferent stales outside 
Anambra State ami 
therefore should stop 
making "Much Ado 
about Nothing" ami 
settle down peacefully 
in their respective Local 
Government.
Ajalli as a defined land 

mass was in fact recognised by the Colo­
nial Adniinistralors when they siled all 
the several government institutions and 
named them after the town—AJALLI 
namely:
Government Rest House Ajalli (1905), 
the Dispensary ami Maternity Ajalli 
(1905), the Government School Ajalli 
(191 I). Customary Court Ajalli (1917), 
the Post-Office Ajalli (1958). and so on. 
There was their no protest and these in­
stitutions served the entire Orumba North 
and South and Aguata Local Govern­
ment Areas in Anambra State; and 
Isukwuato L.G.A in Abia Stale; and Oji 
River L.G.A in Enugu State. It is there­
fore fallacious to contend that Ajalli is 
not a recognisable land mass especially 
in view of the above neutral British ad-

AJALIJ SINCE 1700 MECQ 80/02 
and falsely painting them black
Il smacks of insult for Akpu people to 
tell blatant lies and insinuate that Profes­
sor Humphrey Nwosu used his position 
In pul Akpu into Oruniba South Local 
Government area. The truth of the mat­
ter is that the old Oruniba Local Govern­
ment has two Stale constituencies as de­
marcated hy Governor Akonohi. Ajalli 
was in the former Oruniba North State 
Constituency while Akpu was located in 
the Orumba South State Constituency 
(neither of the two communities ever 
complained belonging to seperate con­
stituencies). Il is the two State Constitu­
encies that the Federal Military Govern­
ment kindly created as Orumba North 
and Orumba South Local Governments.
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Reviewing his more than 30 years of 
residence in Nigeria, he recalled the 
Ijora fish market of yore when fish 
truly abounded. The problem of water 
hyacinths, usually food for fishes, he 
traced to the depiction of Nigeria’s 
fisheries resource. At the Federal 
Fisheries Department. 7SM was told 
that. yes. fishing nets are still allowed 
— different sizes for different fishing 
objectives such as artisanal and deep, 
sea. Structural logistics however 
hamper the department’s effective 
monitoring of compliance levels. 
Nnimmo Bassey. the co-ordinator of 
the Benin-anchored Committee on 
Vital Environmental Resources 
(COVER) had this to say: ’ Man’s profit 

, motive in virtually all actions has been 
the major factor encouraging environ­
mental destruction. We aim at en­
couraging actions for the creation of 

| environmental harmony, which will 
: cover the natural environment as well 

. as people-friendly manmade artefacts’
The momentum conservation has 

! gathered in Nigeria can be measured 
j by the blooming number of conserva­

tion groups and Decree 36 of 1991. 
which constituted five game reserves 
into national parks (Gashaka-Gumti, 
Cross River. Chad Basin. Yankari and 
Old Oyo) in addition to Kainji Lake.
which became so via Decree -16 of 1979. 

•‘I’m still very young but if I die today 
I’ll be happy." Yomi Noibi. head of 
NCF’s Education Unit, arrested this 
mood. ’* 10 years ago. conservation was 
not an issue in Nigeria. This change is 
partly attributable to, the NCF.” But 
there are still several battle fronts.
Especially given the 1990 World Bank 
Report which estimated that the vari­
ous environmental problems would 
have the following "order of mag­
nitude" long-term impacts on Nigeria's 
sustainable Net National Product 
(SNPP) if no remedial action is taken: 
water contamination one billion dol­
lars per annum (p.a.): water hyacinth 
— S50 million p.a.: deforestation — 
$750 million p.a; fishery losses — S50 
million p.a: wildlife losses — $10 mil­
lion: soil degradation — three billion 
dollars: gully erosion — $100 million 
p.a; and coastal erosion — $150 mil­
lion p.a. The total? A mind-boggling 
$5.1 billion per year.

Ultimately, as Hall phrased it "the 
whole future of conservation lies in the 
people themselves" — in the villagers 
of Udo, Iguowan, Arrakhuan, Nikrowa 
and on and on. Which is why the ac­
tivities of the Edo State Government 
in the zone, via the Osse River Rubber 
Company, threaten the very existence 
of the Sanctuary that it created itself.

Pro-Natura.
''°nlyrb'O1Ution Aground
saUonby a rec°nciHa,?nservation' for
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of man tu°lecUQn is the environ'

The Garden, raham argues in 77ie
orVargOtl°'s«d^"Th°seofUa'vho 
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del‘cate co„ " attcr thus: "It s a very 

‘^r-leeS?;£;P'ad-
farmer's »uu^lPoP“,a,i°nUi" >m Pthe 
«« result of mat ®am' this is a di 
ls eating inlo . mterterencc. man 
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CapsHckW'nr,n LonS Gtuss Peter
ment: “Thattt?ntS a different argu- 
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through donations cons'-rvat.on. 
^■Heenses.andstiff excises 
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Mood ' P 'S not " Web- under

It is no v.er.de, i 
Wide pund for Nauwonder then that the World

ohdd >'.1Want *° Oescribe it to vour

words' of Chico Metdes'Se Braiilian

Uppers leader assassinated ir. 
1988, "At first I thought I was fighting 
to save rubber trees, then I thought I 
was fighting to save the Amazon forest Nigeria. 
Now I realise I am 1____ KT'"V r
ity. This is the new appeal, the new 
religion of man. And the modern-day 
conservationists are the new f " 
fathers of the earth. "What we’re con­
serving is the back-bone of the life­
support system — water, air. land." 
points out Ashton-Jones. “Without 
these, you destroy man himself. It’s 
man’s habitat we ’re trying to save, not

• the animal Kingdom. Okomu is a piece 
■ of land between two rivers. If you take 
S off the forest, the whole place will be

--------------------- C^oiS«iorr<C0'E/?
Mnimmo Bassey-

. die world s
flooded-Now. Mgc sava. but that 
largest P~duc"°. ^Cassava has a 
is actually rock WK^me: it grows 
very low nutntimn At obuou
where nothing tlsc ,.vin Ally, told 
a former brigadier. chUd he didn t 
me that when hewas uljtisgradu- know what cassava* as. o
ally replacing yam-■ s. -you

Philip Hall forth „istence of man 
can even destroy t e - one part of 
himself. You can'‘_ the other
nature without k dam.
parts. In the 1970s. - Now. ln
ming the waters• two-thirds of
northern Kano (Jig .. whO 
the water has dfe?PPra£ ' . recal-
has lived in Nigeria for 2
led that Lake Chad once extended up 
to the present-day Barga Market n 
Maiduguri. But now it is like a drop 
“eme future of conservadon in 
- Romeo Barberopoulous. an

t uicziuidzunioresi ' .. m,.mber noted: 1
fighting for human- NCFR wu to Anambra and

.u Inlo States and some parts of the North
and you'll getyour answer. I think that 

8°d‘ gullv erosion is the biggest advocate of 
conservation. Also, for the past two 
years I*ve been going around the Lagos 
Lagoop and people keep on complain­
ing of not getting enough fish. You see. 
Nigeria is about the only country in 
thc world that still allows the use of 
fishing nets; so. the fishermen haul in 
everthing. including fingerlings.

v.er.de


After you read
Chinweizo9 you will
understand IBB’s
game
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[FOREWORD:

ick. broken
i out self-

With all the analyses that have become the nation's pre-oc- 
cupation, all the diagnoses of Nigeria's innumerable prob­
lems. Very feiv have taken the trouble to give scope and 
perspective to the subject of democracy and transition in 
order to help Nigerians understand what has been happening 
to them and possibly, where thisJourney might lead them.

At last, someone has broken away from the par. 
the Jinx of intellectual laziness so evident in 
analysls.Thls is no arm chair ponlification. Il is real, clear­
headed research that serves as a back drop to the Nigerian 
experience. Drawing from Chile. Brazil, Turkey, Argentina. 
Uruguay and other countries, ChinweizupuLs the Nigerian 
Transition in perspective. In his typical manner, he does not 
bother to persuade. He simply leaves one to read between 
the lines.

“If we want democracy,” is great food for thought to all 
as we search for the light at the end of the tunnel. It is a 
special treat for TSM readers. It is in an attempt to make 
some meaning out of the Jumbled, incoherent sequence of 
national events. It is also an insurance against future sur­
prise. Don't miss any of the 3 part series in the next two 
editions of TSM, you won't get it else-where.

By Chris Anyantou
NlGERIA is a blessed nation. But one thing that has eluded 

her in the nearly 33 years of independence is democracy. In 
fad, Nigerians cannot claim to have had any real taste of 
democracy. On the chain of lime, democracy seems to have 
merely provided short breaks for the military to catch a nap, 
re group and resume business as usual. And because it has 
been something rare in our national life, we have become 
consumed with the need to have it. For the past 10 years, 
the battle has been on. The popular wish has been that the 
military must go al all cost and hand over power to the 
civilians. Several times, the end appeared to have been 
around the corner, yet it never came. Somehow, the trans­
ition was deloured, derailed, decelerated, thus making the 
journey to democracy seem like a long haul. Few Nigerians 
have properly appreciated what really happened.

There is a powerful and unmistakeable message for Nige­
rians especially the politicians in Chinweizu's write-up and 
we have chosen to run the three-part series at this crucial 
point in the Transition with the hope that it will lead to 
greater understanding of the task ahead.

According to Chinweizu, Nigerians must shed their illu­
sions and over-expectations and first define whether they 
want demilitarization or democracy. If it is democracy they 
want, then they must devise an effective strategy of ensuring 
the demilitarization process lakes its full course. They must 
learn from the experiences of others and how they forged 
their own transitions; how they ensured the military pull out

was not aborted; try to appreciate the conditions that encour­
age or discourgae the military from abdicating power and 
how to build an enduring, deeply rooted and institutionalized 
democracy.

According to him. the experiences of other countries have 
shown that one factor responsible for the prolongation Of 
military transitions is the search for suitable leaders to hand 
over power. This took 12 years in Peru, 9 years in Turkey 
and 11 years in Brazil. To understand what has happened 
in these countries, is to begin to appreciate many of those 
manoeuvres that have baffled us in Nigeria, those enigmatic 
moves dubbed “maradonic dribbles.” One inescapable con­
clusion is that what has happened here, how they have 
happened and the sequence in which they did happen are 
neither totally new nor isolated. We are a part of a chain of

Chinweizu s treatise, has a hidden note of warning: that 
no power grouping ever gives away power on a platter; that 
the military everywhere negotiate their withdrawal, often on 
their own terms. When they are forced by outside factors to 
retreat without agreement, they inevitably return. In Turkey, 
Uruguay, Chile. Argentina, the military negotiated power 
and succeeded in slaying out but this did not happen without 
a long transition that included a period of diarchy. Zik, a 
great man of history understood this and suggested diarchy 
earlier. But he was Jeered by the emotional rabblement, and 
how. history has vindicated him.
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The military may be driven (1952) where armed civilians
armed civilian revolt, as m street fighting and installed a
defeated the army in lh,cb (1958I when Castro defeated and 
civilian president or as in u p|,caragua (1979). where
routed General Batista's regim ■ a) gomoza s successors from 
the Sandinista Movement drove (| g86)

:™ siff- xrmXj'XXa's: 
from power by a Tanzanian invasion. (1979).

When not driven out by superior force, the military abdicate when 
they decide that the job of ruling has become unmanageably difficult, 
and they lose confidence in their own ability to govern (Ghana in 
the late 1970s): or that it is destroying their organizational cohesion 
and they need to get back to the barracks to recuperate (Peru after 
1975, when the military split into bitter left and right wing factions): 
or out of an ideological belief in the doctrine of civilian supremacy 
(a factor strong in the abdication of the Ghanaian military in 1969).

They may also choose to abdicate when they lose legitimacy by
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II
Safeguards for military 
imterests
AnOrganising acceptable 

civilians
HO Io hand over to is probably the greatest problem which the 

military must solve when they decide to abdicate. Usually, the old 
politicians whom they swept from power, and the old political system 
they operated, an- deemed unsuitable to get it back So. either the 
military attempt* to reform them suitably, or to replace them entirely. 
In Peru, the military had overthrown Belaundes Accion Popular 
government in 1968. By the time they were prepared to hand back 
power in 1980. they had tamed and obliged the two traditional 
parties. APRA and Belaunde s AP. to adopt a more centrist outlook 
acceptable to the outgoing military.

In Turkey (1980 - 89). the military were determined to bequeath 
power to new parties and new politicians. They prodded, purged 
and bullied the political factions into a party system which, they felt, 
could maintain a stable civilian government. Of the 17 parties which 
attempted to form, only three were allowed to contest elections. The 
barely disguised successors to the old parties were among those 
prevented from contesting elections. 723 old politicians were banned 
from taking part; hundreds of new politicians were vetted out And 
the three approved parties, under the political parties law, were re­
quired to continue with the programme of the military regime. Fur­
thermore. through a battery of restrictive laws ori elections, the press, 
trade unions, collective bargaining, professional organizations, 
higher education, etc., the 1982 constitution, which the military im-.

failure in their primary function of fighting foreign enemies. Such 
was the case with the Argentine military when they lost the 1982 
Falklands war with the British. So too with the Greek colonels who 
lost face in 1974 over their Cyprus misadventure. By masterminding 
a coup that overthrew Archbishop Makarios in order to promote the 
union of Cyprus with Greece, they provoked a Turkish invasion of 
Cyprus which partitioned the island into Turkish and Greek zones. 
When they failed to defend their coup by fighting the invading Turks, 
the shock waves from their misadventure spelled the end of their 
rule in Greece.

Except they are defeated and disbanded, the military depart from 
government by negotiation with the civilians who would replace 
them. After all. unless you have defeated the military, you are in no 
position to dictate the terms of their withdrawal. Even when they 
have lost legitimacy through defeat in a foreign war, they are usually 
still cohesive and powerful enough to overawe the civilian population, 
and to organize their retreat from power on their own terms. For 
instance, the Argentine military, though thoroughly discredited by 
the loss of the Falklands war. still look 1 '/.• years to organize their 
abdication from power. In circumstances less unfavourable to them, 
the military usually take longer to get themselves out.

posed on the incoming politicians, aimed to leave politics to the 
approved politicians, and to keep journalists, students, lawyers, ar­
chitects, engineers and their professional and para-political associ­
ations out of politics. This was in order to forestall a recurrence of 
the pre-coup anarchy of the 1970s. And they made it illegal to do 
or say anything which could help recreate the pre-Sept 1980 condi­
tions which prompted their coup. (Jnder the ensuing diarchy (1983- 
1989), the evolution of the parties continued until, by the 1987 
National Assembly elections. 7 parties contested, and the ban on 
some 200 politicians were lifted.

In Uruguay, the military, which seized power in 1973, took a different 
approach to the project of choosing and preparing their civilian 
successors. They retained the traditional parties, but in 1976 purged 
a whole generation of pre-coup leaders by proscribing them for 15 
years. They then negotiated the terms of the transition with the 
remaining politicians, but structured the 1984 elections in ways that 
produced victory for the party which they saw as the least dangerous 
to military interests.

In Brazil, the reshaping of politics to the military s taste began in 
1965, when the military banned all the existing 13 parties and rec­
ognized only the two artificial parties they created: ARENA and MBD. 
This was 9 years before the 1974 decision to carry out a slow and 
orderly abdication. Throughout the 1 1 years of the abdication pro­
cess. the parties and party system evolved under military restrictions, 
with the junta relying heavily on ad hoc and ever changing rules to 
control Congress and the Electoral College; to transmute ARENA 
into the PDS, and MBD into the PMBD; to proliferate opposition 
parties and ensure that those they favoured won the controlled 
elections. When matters got largely out of control and even the 
favoured party splintered in 1984, Tancredo Neves, the presidential 
candidate of the less favoured PMBD still had to work out an under­
taking with the military before he could be elected.

Organizing acceptable civilians to relinquish power to is probably 
the most complex project the abdicating military have to carry out. 
It is largely responsible for the length of the handover period. In 
Peru, it took 12 years (1968 - 1980). In Turkey, it took 9 years (1980 
■ 1989); in Brazil, it took I 1 years (1974 - 1985).

Complexities of abdicatiomi
DEMILITARIZATION by abdication is hardly ever a simple, 

straightforward matter ol commanders marching regiments off the 
parade ground into the barracks. In changing from military to civilian 
rule, persons and groups with different habits and outlooks must 
exchange positions of power; not only that: even the structures, 
bases of support, and the sources of legitimacy for their power also 
differ This means that the change will involve many complex man- 
oeuvers

Just how long the process takes will depend on many factors. 
Who do the military hand over to? How long does it take them to 
find or create organizations they would like to hand over to0 What 
measures would it take to safeguard the individual, corporate and 
ideological interests of the departing military? What, and how long, 
does it take to restrain the inevitable internal faction that opposes 
abdication?
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FOR its demilitarization not to abort, an abdicating military has to 
restrain and contain the inevitable internal faction which is opposed 
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[FOR TSM READERS:

Chris Anyanwu
Publisher

1 —I the past few years. Nigeria and indeed all Nige­
rians have been engaged in a tough, economic struggle. 
Never in our history has the economic pinch been so biting 
and its effects so far reaching. Today, no individual or 
business is spared the devastating pains of the plummeting 
Naira. Prices of consumer goods change by the day, ac­
cording to the movement of the Naira.

In the publishing sector which is heavily dependent on 
imported inputs, some publications have had to adjust 
cover prices as often as twice this year to cope with inflation. 
At TSM, we have tried to cushion the inflation by employ­
ing all manner of devices. We have done so for months 
not because we lack the business sense but out of deep 
appreciation of the hard times our readers are going 
through. But inflation has roared on brutally and unabated, 
driving home the inevitability of a price adjustment.

We are sure you have read what is by now. the litany of 
woes of the print media: the cost of art paper, newsprint, 
lithographic, photographic and printing inputs shooting up 
by as much as 60 — 100% since January. Small Operators 
like us have to bear the extra burden of increased printing 
and transportation costs, all of which are non-negotiable.

Ephemeral and durable 
demilitarizations
AsSUME the military have handed over power; that civilians are 

now in charge How long will the demilitarized condition lasP
Nearly ten years ago, one of the foremost authorities on demilitari­

zation of politics m the Third World. Prof. S.E. Finer, observed 
that few civilian successor regimes have lasted more than ten years, 
adding that Venezuela. Colombia and Mexico provided the excep­
tions That remains true. But it may be more insightful to say that 
a demilitarization by abdication rarely lasts more than ten years. 
Demilitarizations of the kind which he cited as exceptions were 
obtained, not by abdication, but mostly in other ways. Chief among

reached its appointees on the boards of state owned corporations 
for up to ten years, with curbs on the civilian government's power-, 
to remove them. Legal autonomy was also conferred on the Central 
Bank. If Pinochet stays on as Army Commander till 1997. as he 
insists, then the demilitarization, begun in 1980, would have lasted 
17 years, and the diarchy for 7 years.

hs evidence of the power of the military in this type of diarchy, 
the military courts continued to try journalists, after President Aywin's 
inauguration, for alleged defamation of the armed forces. And 
tensions rose high between the civilian government and the military 
high command when the government created a commission to 
investigate human rights abuses under the junta. When the commis­
sion published its findings, the armed forces rejected them.

The Chile case is noteworthy, for it is a case of demilitarization 
by a strong military, one most reluctant to abdicate, but doing so. 
less from domestic pressures, than from strong foreign pressure by 
the hegemonic powers.

What also should be clear is that, in any orderly military abdication, 
a phase of diarchy is inevitable, as it is improbable for civilian admin­
istrations to spring up at all levels without a period in the shadows 
of military power. However, the most important tier of diarchy is at 
the level of the national government

Response to Ihisiirdl times
Simply put. hard times are here and much as we would 
want to keep our cover price at N15 for the sake of our 
readers, we must now adjust to ensure that readers con­
tinue to get their Zesty Sunday Magazine.

Beginning from April 1 1. TSM will go up to N20 but you 
know what to expect. You have been with us for these 3'/2 
years. You know that each time the ugly lady called Nigerian 
economy forces us to raise prices, we have given you your 
money's worth. As you pay N20, you will get a better 
TSM: more intensive in the news that counts, more aggres­
sive in reach and penetration, and as always you can count 
on us not to colour or exaggerate the news for sensation - 
alism.

If you read It In TSM, It must be true.
As our partners in progress, we hope you will keep the 

faith by giving us your support at these trying times. Stay 
with your Zesty TSM: where news is fun.

them are these:
(a) By the abolition of the armed forces, as in Costa Rica in 1948, 
by the provisional government of a successful social revolution. 
In that case, the military barracks were given to the ministry of 
Education to use as a museum; and the defence of the country 
was left to the police. This route is not an option for most coun­
tries, and it worked for Costa Rica only because threats of invasion 
by its neighbours have been checked by GS diplomacy under 
the Rio Pact
(b) By scrappping the old army and building a new one on the 
doctrine of civilian supremacy, and in the context of a new social 
or political order, as in Tanzania in 1963. There, the inherited 
colonial army mutinied and was disbanded by invited British | 
forces. The Tanzanian government seized the opportunity to 
create an army which was under the control of the ruling party 
in the socialist one-party state which Tanzania then became. 
That Tanzania has been spared the scourge of coups for 30 
years is something of a record in Anglophone Africa. It should 
be noted that no abdication was here involved. The military made 
a bid for power; it tried, it failed, and it was disbanded.
(c) By the military being forced from government in a civil war 
involving a military-civilian coalition on the winning side, as in 
Venezuela (1958).
(d) By a successful revolution rebuilding all the institutions in 
the land, including the armed forces, and placing them all under 
the control of a comprehensively dominant political party, as in 
the Mexico which rose from the ashes of the civil wars of 1910- 
1920.

Such durable demilitarizations were not by abdication, but were 
aspects of successful revolutionary movements. But it also must be 
noted that not all revolutionary demilitarizations proved durable.

Example: With the defeat of the Bolivian army in 1952, the armed 
citizens installed a civilian government which carried out extensive 
national reforms, including a restructuring of the army; yet Bolivia 
resumed its tradition of coups in 1964.1 shall return, when approp­
riate. to durable revolutionary demilitarilizations for the insights 
they can give into some of the factors which could make a military 
abdication less ephemeral.



■£gg£houses surrounded by unkempt environ

f. •
■*

f____

LOW COST HOUSES?____________

Haven of frustration
doubtedly comes next"" foo^ in ^e 

erection of physical - be>on<1 thc

L M
A

^4/ Felicia Oamen and 
'ehinde Aremu

Eoto

quirinj’ these low cost houses many 
peoples arc undeterred: as it seem the 
only way out of escaping thc suffocat­
ing grip of shylock landlords who in 
crease rent tecs at will these days.

But then, the joy of owning these 
houses is now becoming a cause of re­
gret. disillusionment, frustration and 
lamentation for most residents of

I
!

•I

governors have since followed suit in 
their pursuit to provide shelter 
for thc citizenry. Thc low cost 
houses started springing up first 
Abule Nla. at Ebute Metta. Ugos 
Iponri. Ibe Ijayc. Amuwo Odofin. Isolo 
Abcsan and Ijaye-Ojokoro along 

c.cLuuiioi physical s< ------------ Oshodi Abcokul« Expressway in 198C)
sary sociai ameniUe.s'"' Ncccs rh PC°P'C wcIcomcd this move of 
worth living such as H makc lift u'c6ovemment with joy and those who
water, decent surrounding/?3" .T**" ‘° have "«* al-
privacy are integral Dart/? s "cn 
ideal home is supposed to be Hte t" 
scnce of some, or all of ,/ Th ab’ 
tructural facilities r,/ *hesc inf™' 
cal structure unfit for h.? Ph>’SI' 
tionin this jet ™" hab,ta’

Housing problem in Sj 
m^ln:beciticsh“bec 
malady. It stands out 
insurmountable problem 
sivc regimes. Past '

ijHl_ 3

located to them considered them­
selves lucky indeed. For one. it was a 
very easy (not to talk of cheapl way of 
becoming a landlord. As at 1982 when 
thc purchase fee was lived at N18.000 _ 
N’20,000 a meagre deposit of between 
N1.600 and N'5.000 was enough to own a 
flat The rest of thc purchase fees was paid 

, „ maraoy. it stands ’octal mstalmentally at average of N266.00
. S°s State insurmountable or,hiS 3n"sl-v’ as an monthly for fifteen years. However

Kusect to offer relief from problem and henr. “'his perennial (ccs have increased to a whopping 

'SSW8SS- I
Jcet ns inception now The buiidin □«,„!«„„ ,.„a.—.... - ..J i

ever reverse seems the case pioneered by'/?.///0;;' houscs 
' - ----- 2™..- governor "dC- former

•o help,of™ h'S "nc “f such 
h„....5 sohc ">e nagging prob- 

8oven>ments'of"MX5AUAeSuc«ssive 
ba"Mudasirubothfo^b'gXX. 

— * ment

m .Nigeria, espe 
--come a social 
glaringly as an 
---- succcs- 

la"?p?scnl admin-
*’ 5 Perennial 

->nsciousef- 
*ssue. However.

mere lip service 

building

Lagos State 
moves t~ •- • 
-emofhousinVfo'/e'



Life & Style

Pape 3-
TH! MJNDAA MAGAZIN!, APRIL 11, 1993

down-
the

these Estates as basic amenities and 
infrastructural facilities which make 
life worth living arc virtually non exist­
ing in these places. Most of the occup­
ants arc now living under utmost state 
of inconvenience, as all efforts made 
to pressure Lagos State Development 
Property Corporation (LSDPC) into 
providing these amenities have till now 
proved futile.*

TSA! went round all the LSDPC estates 
to know how the residents are faring 
and it was all talcs ot woes, uur nna- 
ings were rather shocking if not dis­
couraging. The most pressing and 
common problem is lack of water. The 
residents go through hell to get water. 
Since adaptability is an integral part 
of human existence, the people in 
these low cost estates have devised 
means of making life less miserable. 
By general consent, they organise 
themselves into groups and contribute 
money to dig wells and boreholes. This 
project usually cost not less than 
N50.000. Water tankers operators and 
others have since cash in on the lack 
of water situation to sell at costly rate.

A 500-gallon tank cost between N80 
N100. To economise the water, two 

three people use a bucket of water for 
bathing. Dirty and muddy water is used 
to flush toilets. It is not uncommon to 
see the residents with their children 
crossing ever busy expressways to 
fetch water. This is not without its as­
sociated danger and disaster. In one of 
such missions Ibrahim Yusuf, a rela­
tion ol Nureini Yusuf, former chief of 
Air Staff and a resident of Block 21 at 
Ijaye-Ojokoro Estate was knocked 
down by a speeding vehicle. Not less 
than thirty people have since been 
knocked down to death by hit and run 
drivers.

Most of these estates lack security 
too. Making lives and property unsafe. 
According to Mary Olojo. a resident of 
Isolo Estate . lives and property are 
daily under threat by armed robbers. 
"We dare not go out at night because 
of armed robbers. From 9 O'clock in 
the evening the junction that leads 
into the estate is a dangerous spot. 
Even during the day. thieves come here 
and steal our clothes and any other 
thing they find outside. They are suc­
ceeding so easily because the estate 
does not have a fence. Once they steal, 
they escape easily". At Ijaye Ojokoro 
estate, residents have lost property 
worth thousands of Naira to thieves. 
In one of such raids by the hoodlums, 
almost all the cars in the estate had 
their cassette players removed.

The low pace of development in 
these estates is another matter en-

°nd floor where I live people 
stairs started screaming that 
house was about to collapse. So for 
fear I stopped pounding there. What I 
do now is to cook upstairs and bring 
it down." When we asked her why this 
was so she simply replied "We wef® 
told the buildings have no pillars.’ 
ISM took the matter to some LSDPC 
Landlords Associations. According t° 
Austin Arabome, a reverend and chair­
man of Ojokoro LSDPC Landlords As­
sociation. all efforts made by him to 
pressurise LSDPC. LBIC. water corpo­
ration. Waste Disposal Board to come 
to their aid in ameliorating their seem­
ingly insurmountable and frustrating 
problems has proved abortive. Time | 
without number LSDPC landlords 
chairmen have tabled their lists of im­
mediate needs but they were always 
met with unactualised and unexcused 
promises. Austin Arabome has since 
given up attending these meetings 
where rhetorics and not concrete ac­
tion form the bedrock of their gather­
ing. Our efforts to speak with LSDPC 
officials yielded no fruits on the other 
hand.

These adverse factors at work in 
most of these estates have not helped 
in its overall development as a govern­
ment project. For one. most of the own­
ers of these flats hardly live in them. 
No sooner are the flats allocated to 
them than they arc given out on lease 
or rent to people who in most cases 
are too desperate for accommodation 
to care. This is in no way saying how 
ever that the project has been a total 
disaster. It has helped alleviate the ac­
commodation problem of some people 
in Lagos. It has also made house own­
ers out of a good number of low income 
owners. A feat that would have been a 
near impossibility.

Government should therefore step 
into the issue to smoothen out the dif­
ficulties of these people and give cri­
tics ample reasons to lavish out praise.

Low cost houses: Ho windows, no doors 
tirely. Most of the facilities that were 
supposed to be provided are yet to 
materialise despite the fact that this 
project started more than a decade aco 
At Isolo estate TSM discovered that the 
better part of the estate is yet to be 
tarred. There are no street lights. Mary 
Olojo informed us “the few street 
lights that were installed have been out 
of use. for two years now. And this is 
enhancing the activities of armed rob­
bers in the estate."

More disturbing, is the issue of “low 
cost" as a description for these 
houses. Going by a layman’s under 
standing, as at 1980 - 1982, N 18.000 - 
N20.000 was expected to fetch a lucky 
owner of these flats a completed two- 
three bedroom flat. The situation has 
since changed. Nothing less than 
N 100.000 is needed now to cross the 
hurdle of owning one of them. That 
wouldn't have raised any eye brow con­
sidering the high cost of building mat 
crials these days. However, the uncom 
pleted state of these houses is the nag 
ging problem. Since 1980. when this 
project began most of the occupants 
have had to move into blocks of flats 
that are hurriedly built. Some flat floors 
were not cemented while most flats 
have no windows. Some of the resi­
dents in Agbado-Ijaye, Iba Iponrin and 
Isolo Estates intimated TSM that when 
they parked in to the Estates their flats 
had no windows, no doors, no ward­
robes. According to Falade Alagbe. a 
resident of one of the estates, "the flats 
were not fit at all for human habita­
tion." "I spent not less than N 10.000 
to make it what it is today." The struc­
tural construction of the houses do 
not seem to be done by experts. Resi­
dents told TSM that no body is allowed 
to pound anything upstairs. After 
cooking upstairs therefore, the food 
has to be brought downstairs for 
pounding. A house wife and resident 
of Isolo Estates informed us "the only 
tiipe I tried to pound yam on the sec-
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FROM the realm of the unimportant they 

strode into the fashion scene as a bold 
accessory’. Not just mere sun shades any 
more, they now come in all shapes 
sizes. Sometimes jazzed up with st 
and colour stripes.


