hairman of the Arewa
Consultative Forum
(ACF), Chief Sunday

Awoniyi, says he has confi-
‘dence in the capacity of
Northern Governors to appre-
ciate the mood of the elector-
ate, which he said is against
the third term bid and to re-
sist moves by the presidency
to “cajole, urge or intimidate
them into supporting it.”
Reacting yesterday to un-
.confirmed reports that Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo
would be meeting with some
'selected northern governors

ORJI KAI.U
<
PRESIDENT

THIRID T ERM

By Sufuyan Ojeifo,
(Special Correspondent)

in Abuja tomorrow in a bid to
have them endorse the ten-
ure extension, Awoniyi said
the governors are mature
people and collectively will do
the right thing in the present
circumstance.

Speaking in an interview
with reporters in Abuja, he
stated, “I have heard the
rumour myself and I believe
very many Nigerians have
heard it too. Whether itis true

RIMI'S WIFE

My son is insane
-Mother of alleged killer

| he mother of the 23-

I year old Jibril Tasi’u

Zage who confessed to

the killing of Hajia Sa’adatu

Rimi, yesterday said that her

son (Jibril) was mentally de-
ranged.

Speaking to Daily Trust in
an interview in Kano, Malama
‘Halima Tasi’u said Jibril was
‘mentally disturbed since he
‘was duped of the sum of five
‘hundred thousand naira re-
‘cently by 419ners.

Narrating her ordeal to
our correspondent, Malama
‘Halima explained tearfully
that “early this month, five
‘men came to his shop at-
itached to his family house
looking for him.

. Hewas called home on his
{GSM and after they had an
audience with him for about
40 minutes they invited him
to their residence for more
discussions,” she said.

Malama Halima said after
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i From Yushau Adamu
. Ibrahim, Correspondent
(Kano)

they finished all the arrange-
ments with him, a day after,
he collected his money
amounting to N500,000 (five
hundred thousand naira) and
handed it over to them with a
view to supplying him with
cement.

Since he gave them the
money, she went on, nobody
supplied him with even a
single bag of cement and he
did not recover his money
uptil today.

“Jibril has not been him-
self since the incident hap-
pened and the entire family
has embarked on serious
prayers with a view to make
him recover his mental state
of health,” Halima stated.

« Shealso recalled that Jibril
had a similar case two years
Cont. on Pg. 2

or not, I do not know. But I

think on behalf of the gover-
nors, from the bit I know about
them and their mood, they are
not children; they will do the
right thing ultimately.

“They cannot be unaware

of the mood of the electorates
in each of their states and I
believe they are not likely to
go against the mood of the
electorate sin their states.
The mood is against the third
term bid and it will be very un-

Chief Sunday Awoniyi, Chairman, ACF

Hajj 2005: Reps quiz

he House of Represen-

I tatives’ standing Com-

mittee on Foreign Af-

fairs probing the 2005 Hajj,

has raised alarm that a N5 bil-

lion loan given to the National

Technical Committee on Hajj

(NTCH), for the exercise may
have been misappropriated.

Also, the committee in its

~ Robbers kill policeman
escorting corpses to Sokoto

police officer escort-
ing the corpses of five
ccident victims was

shot dead by armed robbers
along Sokoto — Gusau road
on Monday.

Confirming this to news-
men at the Usman Danfodiyo
University Teaching Hospital,
Sokoto (UDUTH), the Sector

From Aminu Mohammed,
Regional Editor, Sokoto.

Commander of the Federal
Road Safety Commission in
Sokoto, Mr. Lucas Umar, said
the accident involving a truck
loaded with 50 bags of grains
and 79 passengers occurred

Cont. on Pg. 2

By Habeeb L. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

15-page report submitted to
the lower chamber, alleged
that the budget for the del-
egation of the Amirul Hajj,
Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu, was
overshot to $972, 818 (equiva-
lent of N136m) from $676, 040
. The report accused Mantu
of not accounting for the
funds.

The report, obtained ex-
clusively by Daily Trust in
Abuja yesterday, was an out-
come of a probe instituted last
year by the Usman Bugaje-led

committee following a motion -

moved in the wake of the 2005
Hajj crisis by Dr. Haruna
Yerima of the All Nigeria
People’s Party (ANPP) from
Borno state.

But Mantu yesterday,
dismissed the report as “an-

wise to go against the mood
of the people, no matter the
pressure”.

Awoniyi said that he does
not expect that any governor
would wish to have President
Olusegun Obasanjo’s admin-

woniyi backs Northern govs

istration continue
May 2007 against 1 ck
drop of the “hor S
things that happ
Anambra and Oyo
According to him:

Cont. on Pg. 2

other chapter in the series of
campaigns of calumny and
blackmail against the office of
the deputy senate president
by Bugaje on behalf of his
paymasters who are desper-
ate to get power at all costs.”

Findings of the House
committee’s probe indicated
high level fraud and non-ac-
countability in the Director-

Gov. Adamu Aliero, Chairmah, Northern 'Govv Forum

NSbnloanto NTCH

of the Foreign Affai
try and the NTCH, le
fessor Abubakar Gw

Part of the d

reads: “The comn was
informed that the federal goy
ernment made a lo the
sum of N5 billion t N:

tional Committee on
explanation for this .
the funds from the )
Cont. on Pg. 2
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ness to the governors, at the
national political reform con-
ference, they stood firm and
told Obasanjo that they could
not go against the decisions
of the Northern delegates as
Obasanjo had wished be-
cause the delegates spoke for
their people.

“The northern members of
the Senate at their meeting in
Kaduna, rejected the project.
The spokesman of the Gov-
ernors Forum at that same
meeting also spoke against
the project. Everybody in-
cluding the governors saw
the derision and boos with
which the proponents of the
project were greeted as mem-
bers filed out after the meet-
ing. Some senate members
who were known to be for it
dared not show their faces at
the Kaduna meeting.

“Also, some three weeks
 later at the 40™ anniversary to
. commemorate of the death of
the Sardauna of Sokoto at
Arewa House, Kaduna on 14"
January this year, the north-
ern senators and members of
the House of Representa-
tives sent a joint message to
the jam-packed audience that
they were united against the
third term project.

“That meeting passed
three unanimous resolutions.
The first resolution was that
the governors should meet
urgently to forge unity among
themselves and work out a
programme of unity for the
good of Nigeria and the North
with the support of the former
Heads of State and Presidents
of Northern origin and
present the programme to the
North for action.

“A resolution was also
passed to congratulate the
northern senators and mem-
bers of the House of Repre-
sentatives for their joint mes-
sage, promising to keep to
their words and that the
people of the North were fully
behind them.

“The northern governors
{peeting now proposed, I be- grims welfare boards were not
ieve, must take these resoly- | being remitted to the Direc-
tions into account and seek | S .

. torate of Pilgrims Affairs so

the personal level, 1 know that - that it will have the necessary

ways to give them effect. At

several of the governors are
NOT seeking a return to
power. I believe they will
prove to be honourable men
and that they will oppose a
third term even if they do not
proclaim so from the roof-
tops.
“I do not see how a gov-
ernor or any prudent man for
 that matter, can give his sup-
port to inflicting a further four
years of the kind of shameful
mode of grotesque illegality
in governance we experi-
. enced publicly in Anambra
and Oyo states, not to men-
‘ tion great failures of charac-
 ter and performance and the
- kind of blind loyalty that the
present regime considers
proper or indeed necessary.”
He stressed further, “In
any case, in view of what has
happened in Anambra and
Opyo states where democracy
' has been set back by local
‘ warlords and their thugs and
- where arbitrariness has re-
i placed decent rule of law, why
would any governor wish to
have that type of regime in-
flicted on this country for an-
other-founyears. come’ May
2007 andiprebably beyond? i

“I think things are getting
worse everyday in terms of
constitutionality and one
thing that these governors
can do for this country is to
ensure that the rule of law

reigns supreme between now |
and 2007. Ifthey can do this, |

they will go down in our his-
tory as a group of men who
upheld democracy and good
governance at our great hour
of need.”

Awoniyi, who described
Obasanjo as our modern day
budding Hitler, alerted on the
dangers of tyranny and dic-
tatorship staring the nation in
the face on account of
Obasanjo’s leadership and
urged leaders and well-mean-
ing Nigerians to stand up and
be counted in the fight to nip
the third term project in the
bud.

According to him, “the
nation is in very, very grave
danger and anybody who is

in doubt about tyranny and |

dictatorship staring us in the
face, step by step, should go

and read and re-read how !
Adolf Hitler became the dic- |

tator of Germany using thugs,
murder, terror, rigged elec-
tions and subversion of the
very constitution that brought
him into power until a stage
was reached when leaders did
not stand up.

“The German parliament
even passed an enabling Act
which made it possible for
Hitler to abolish legitimately
all other political parties and
to then declare himself the
supreme leader of Germany. It
took great sufferings, loss of
lives and the second world
war to put Hitler down. A simi-
lar scenario is emerging in
Nigeria today and all right
thinking people must stand
up and be counted to make
sure that it does not suc-

ceed,” he warned.

Daily Trust

His Royal Highness, the Oba of Lagos, Oba Rilwan Akiolu in a group photograph with the National War College (NWC) team which

ay, January 28§, 2006

paid him a courtesy call during the NWC participants’ tour of military and police establishments... recently.

Pregnant mother, 4 children, others perish in fire

pregnant mother, Mrs.
Caroline Isere and her
our children, together

with two of her house helps
died in a fire incident at
Muchia, Sabon Gari local gov-
emment area of Kaduna State.

Mrs. Isere’s neighbour,
Mr. Nosaya lhese, said the
tragedy happened at about 12
midnight on Sunday.

Nosaya said the fire must
have been caused by high
voltage power supply by
PHCN.

He said nobody escaped
the fire in the entire Isere fam-
ily, except the husband, Mr.
Isere, who was in Kaduna, as
he worked with the Kaduna
branch of Union Bank Plc.

Ihese gave the names of
the deceased as Mrs Caroline
Isere, 36, David Isere, 6,
Esehen Isere, 4, Emanuel and
Emanuela Isere (twins) 2
years, as well as the house
helps, Dorcas, 17 and Victory
12

The Zaria Unit Deputy
Manager of PHCN, Mr. Bayo
Dada, confirmed the incident,
but dismissed allegation that
the fire was due to the supply
of high voltage power.

He said “there was no
record of high voltage in the
area throughout Sunday. We
keep records of all power sup-
ply situations.”

“The daily complaint by
people in Zaria and its envi-

rons is low voltage and not
high voltage.

We enjoin communities
under the unit to always give

proper attention to th ec
tric appliances to avoic a re
currence,” dada pleade

RObberS Cont. from pg. 1

near Bisalam village in Dange
— Shuni local government area
of Sokoto State.

Mr. Lucas Umar said the
truck which was from Illela in
Sokoto state to Jos, somer-
saulted after the driver lost
control in an attempt to avoid
a pot hole.

According to him, the po-
lice officer who was escort-
ing the five corpses and other
injured passengers to hospi-
tal in Sokoto was shot dead
by armed robbers who were

cash backing to request for
the foreign exchange to facili-
tate payment that were to be
made in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. The committee was
unable to track the move-
ments and proper records of
these funds. We have reason
to believe that the funds were
subject to abuse.”

On Mantu, the report
said: “The sum of $672, 040
was budgeted for the 2005
Amirul Hajj delegation. Ac-
tual expenditure rose to US
$972, 818.53. Explanations
proffered by DPA was that
two payments of US $150, 000
each were made to the Amirul
Hajj delegation. But no
voucher or supporting docu-
ment was presented to sup-
port the payment.”

[tadded: “The DPA in the
course of the 2005 Hajj opera-
tions has undertaken expen-
diture in excess of approved
budget for the Amirul Hajj
delegation”, and recom-
mended a further probe into
Manty’s spending.‘to estab-
lish the financial-dealingson
the excess budgetary expen-

Reps Cont. from pg. 1

diture for the Amirul Hajj del-
egation.”

Responding on behalf of
the deputy president of the
Senate, chief press secretary
to Mantu, Mr. Sylvanus
Namang told Daily Trust that
the Amrul Hajj had not col-
lected anything besides what
is meant for his delegation,
describing the allegations as
smear attempts.

“If there is any problem in
budgetary expenditure, it is
the ministry that should be
blamed. The Amirul Hajj
doesn’t have any budget.
That office is a ceremonial
office that doesn’t have any
perquisites attached.

“Let me tell you, this is part
of the campaign of calumny
against the deputy Senate
president by chairman of the
House committee, Dr. Usman
Bugaje.... It is mere
blackmail....But he should
know that the Amirul Hajjis a
religious office that should
not be politicised. The Amirul
Hajj didn’t dip his hands into
the foreign affairs ministry
pocket, what he collected was
what was allocated to him as
travelling:, : allowance.”
Namang said.

He accused Bugaje of

playing ostrich, having failed
to right the perceived wrongs
in Hajj operations when he
was in charge of Hajj matters
for three years as political
adviser to the vice president.
“He was in charge of Hajj
matters for three years but he
didn’t improve the situation.
As chairman of the House
committee, his office had over-
sight over Hajj matters, so he
is as culpable as the ministry
in everything.” Namang
added.

The report of the Bugaje

. committee also declared N130
million balance missing from
the 2004 Hajj as it was not
carried over to the 2005 Hajj
and no explanations were
given for this.

Itaccused DPA of illegally
surcharging each of the 60,
000 pilgrims of $30, amount-
ing to $1, 805, 700 for non-
specified reasons, even
though N3, 000 administrative
charges were collected from
each pilgrim.

“The accounting prac-
tices of the DPA leaves much
to be desired, as there are no
clear records and statements
frombanks to facilitate inde-
pendent reconeiliation-of its
financial transactions or re-

port thereon....

“The Auditor General of |
the Federation should in com- |
pliance with constitutional |
stipulations for the audit of |
public bodies, appoint an in- |
dependent auditor to audit |
the financial transactions of
the 2005 Hajj operations and
a report be submitted to the
National Assembly in three
months from the date the |
House endorses the recom- |
mendation.

“Considering the ob-
struction of investigation,
dereliction of duty and sheer |
incompetence of the DPA and
the ministry of foreign affairs, |
the current officials, i.e. Direc-
tor, DPA and the accountant
should be immediately sus- |
pended to allow free access |
to records.” The report said.

The committee also al-
leged the politicisation of the
Hajj operation, lack of law
guiding Hajj operations, poor
logistic arrangements, poor
screening that allows aliens
to use Nigerian passports,
contracting of non-credible
airlines, overstay of pilgrims
in camps, late commencement
of preparations, insufficient .|
aircrafts:and theiallocation of *
too many official seats.

operating along the Sokoto
Gusau road.

The sector commander
confirmed that last Monday s
accident involving a truck
was the seventh along the
Sokoto —Gusau road in recent
times.

It would be recalled that
two trucks were involved in
separate accidents during the
Xmas break killing 28 and
three passengers respec-
tively.

The first truck which was
from Sokoto to Onitsha was
involved in an accident a ki-
lometer away from Sokoto kill-
ing three of its occupants
while the second truck wh

| killed 28 passengers fel

a ditch near Bakura along

| Sokoto — Talata — Mafara r«

Meanwhile, the Dang
Shuni local government co
cil and the Sokoto state
ernment have promised
foot the bill of the injurec
sengers who are recei

treatment at UDUTH.

Murder
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. back when he experience

serious headache. She addc
that he was hospitalisec
one hospital along Hajj camy
Kano.

Malama Halima said t!
in his efforts to recover

{ money from the 419ners, Jibr

was one time detained at Me
ropolitan police statio
(MTD) after he allegec

| fought with one of the
i 419ners at Sabon-Gari, Kai

When Daily Trust visitec
MTD police station for veri
cation, an inspector incha:
of crime told our correspo
dent that he did not recei
any case from Sabon Gari du
ing the period in question.

The police public relatior
officer, Kano state polic
command, Deputy Suprir
tendent of Police (DSP), Bab
Mtihaimmad, when coritacted
said'hé was not aware of the

i arrest of Jibril Tasi’u Zage














































































































































