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63 DAYS TO GO
- MAKE SURE YOU ARE
COUNTED ONCE ONLY

peaking for the first time
since the third term con-
troversy came to be
linked with the National As-
sembly, Senate President,
Chief Ken Nnamani, yester-
day assured that the Senate
will “uphold the constitution”
and work towards a “regime

change” as an ingredient of

democracy.

In what may be seen as
distancing the upper chamber
from President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s alleged third term
bid, Nnamani said though
government’s economic re-
forms need to be sustained,
this could be achieved under

Pages 8 & 33

THIRIDD TERM

>ts

Secretariat

{ 1th - 16th March, 2006

Abuja, NIGERIA,
BOB TV Market “For further inkormation contact:

ZUNA FILM FESY%‘\:AL ORGANISING coasme

I democr

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

different regimes if the nec-
essary machinery was put in
place. The Senate, he assured,
will enact laws to sustain the
reforms after this government
vacates office in 2007.
Addressing senators yes-
terday in Abuja at the begin-
ning of the second leg of the
2005/2006 legislative session,
Nnamani said: “During the
break, the agitations about the
alleged third term agenda be-
came feverish. Expectedly, the
pendulum of suspicion
swung towards the direction

Hajj: 18 Nigerians
confirmed dead in
Saudi Arabia

he Nigerian Technical
I Committee on Hajj in
Saudi Arabia has con-
firmed the death of 18 Nigeri-
ans so far during the 2006 Hajj.
Ten of the dead, accord-
ing to the officials of the Ni-
gerian Hajj mission in Makkah
office, were crushed during
the stampede that resulted in
the death of over 350 pilgrims
last week at the jamrat.
Confirming this figure to
our reporter, Deputy Chair-
man of the TCH 2006, Walin
Ganye, Alhaji Sadiq Suleiman,
said seven of the dead are male
while three are female.
According to statistics
released to Daily Trust, those
who died in the stampede
were three pilgrims from Kano,
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F rorﬁ Hassan A. Karofi,
in Makkah

two from Sokoto, three from
Zamfara, one from the federal
capital and one unidentified
illegal immigrant.

The Walin Ganye also
said that already, all the dead
have been buricd after all nec-
essary confirmation by their
various states’ pilgrims
boards.

He added that other vital
information for the use of the
families of the deceéased pil-
grims would be made avail-
ablc to their various state of-
ficials after the pilgrimage.

He said the eight others
died of various illnesses in the
holy land. Some of the death
included.the amir of the
Abuja International Service

Cont. on Pg. 2

of the National Assembly.
“We appreciate the right
of Nigerians to contribute to
the debates about the form
governance should take be-
fore and after 2007. We assure

Nigerian citizens thatwe will
keep the faith and protect
democratic rights.

“] appeal to our col-
leagues to focus on the chal-
lenges of ensuring that we

bequeath to- Nigerians after
2007, institutions and culture
of politics that guarantees
continuity of these reform
programmes that can trans-
form the economic and social

Reglme change necessary
acy - denate

conditions of ordinary Nige-
rian citizens. We are settled
in our commitment to uphold
the constitution.

“We remain unshak
our devotion to the common
good and will continue 1o
press for the deepenit i
democratic politics and the
respect for the rule of law b
all public officers.

“Let me assure Nige
Cont. on Pg
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The First Lady of the United States nf America, M:vﬁ.wl-,a.uira Bush (right),A being presented wnh a bouquet of flowers by Jamila Ahmed from

Capital School, Asokoro (left), on arrival at the Nnamdi Azikiwe International Airport, Abuja ...

Rimi: Kano bizman in

T he Deputy Inspector
General of Police (DIG),
Force CID, Abuja, Mr.
0.0. Onovo, yesterday con-
firmed the arrest of a promi-

nent businessman in Kano in
connection with the murder of

Dokubo defiant

fforts by the leader of
the Niger Delta Peo-
ple’s Volunteer Force

(NDPVF), Alhaji Dokubo
Asari, to compel Justice Pe-
ter Olayiwola of the federal
high court, Abuja, to dis-
qualify himself from the case
lelLd as thc;ud% lnslslcd on

By Ruby Rabiu,
Senoir Reporter

hearing the case.

Alhaji Dokubo Asari who
was saddened by the judge’s
decision to continue with the
case, flared up and rained

From Jamilah Nuhu Musa
& Yushau Adam Ibrahim, in
Kano

Hajiya Sa’adatu Abubakar
Rimi.
Speaking with newsmen

in court

abuses on the judge in open
court telling him that he was
simply an instrument in the
hands of President Obasanjo
whom he said is determined
to clampdown on all opposi-
tion.

Cont. on Pg. 2

in Kano, Mr. Onovo however
declined to mention the name
of the businessman.

Daily Trusthowever gath-
ered reliably that the detainee
is also a prominent traditional
title holder who lately was at
loggerheads with the Kano
emirate council.

He said the interrogation
of 13 suspects arrested ear-
lier was continuing.

Mr. Onovo revealed that
several calls and text mes-
sages have been received
from several sources which
the police is trying to analyse.
“We have already-had con-

yesterday. Pic: Kennedy Egbonod;e

police net

tact with the Global Service
Mobile (GSM), to that effect”

The DIG stated also that
blood samples have :
been taken. He therefore
stated that the police is w
ing for forensic report t
termine hair particles or ¢
blood stains which may
to necessary inform
gathering.

Mr. Onovo declared
the murder was committc
professionals.

He explained, “the
you could see the blood
down'the carpet raw on the

Cont. on Pg
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that this Senate is committed
to the continuation of those
reforms embarked upon by
this government that can take
Nigeria out of the woods of
economic stagnation and pe

vasive poverty. Lessons frym
countries as diverse as South

the United States, China, etc
persuade us that the key to
continuity of beneficial re-
forms is essentially the
institutionalisation of demo-
cratic practices that encour-
age implementation of ratio-
nal policies.
. “Our economic prosperity
and social stability require
- policy continuity, not neces-
sarily regime continuity. In-
deed, regime change and pe-
riodic renewals of thepeoples
mandate are critical ingredi-
ents of democracy.

“The National Assembly
will continue to enact laws
that make it possible for some
of'these good policies to con-
tinue after the end of the ten-
ure of this government”.

Korea, Singapore, Mziaysia,

Third Tel‘m Cont. fr- apg. 1

Nna-nani’s statement, ac-
cord’ .g to the Senate spokes-
4 4, Senator Victor Ndoma-
'_gba (SAN), was the position
of the upper chamber.

Explaining the Senate’s
position to correspondents,
Ndoma-Egba (SAN), who is
also Chairman of the Commit-
tee on Media and Public Af-
fairs, said democracy is built
on institutions and not indi-
viduals.

“There is a clear distinc-

tion between persons and in- |
stitution’s. The Senate is con-
cerned about institutions. We

want to de-emphasise per-
sons because individuals
come and go but institutions
endure,” he said.

The chairman who ad-
dressed newsmen on the out-
come of the Senate’s closed
door session, said the law-
makers reviewed the security
situation in the country and
were particularly alarmed by
the recent murder of the wife
of* former Kano state gover-
nor, Alhaji Abubakar Rimi,

lel Cont. from pg. 1

- floor without splashing or
‘spreading and then there
i were no trace like in some
i cases where there will be
i traces of blood leading out.
But there were none found.
The blood just seeped in
down into*the rug. The cut
was incised and deep,” he
said.

The DIG said that the po-
lice would also see if there

were witnesses and that they -

would continue to look for the
murderers.

Mr. Onovo confirmed that
he has also discussed exten-
sively with Alhaji Abubakar
Rimi when he met with him
last night for over three hours.

He called on the public to
continue to offer useful infor-
mation to enable the police
hunt down the culprits.

Meanwhile, a competent
source in Kano who preferred
- anonymity, disclosed that in
 the early hours of Saturday, a
 fax message was sent to
Rimi’s residence giving infor-
mation relating to a meetmg

-

—unfortunate.——

which was held in connection
with the murder.

Meanwhile, the son of
President

Abubakar Rimi,

Sa’adatu.

Gbenga in company of the
Abia state governor, Dr. Kalu,
arrived Alhaji Abubakar
Rimi’s residence in the early
hours of yesterday.

Condoling Rimi, Gover-
nor Kalu said he was person-
ally touched when he heard
the unfortunate incident.

He sympathized with the
family of Alhaji Abubakar
Rimi, expressing hope that the

assassins would, by the |

Grace of God, be fished out
for prosecution.

On his part, M& -Gbenga
Obasanjo expressed sympa-
thy with the family of Rimi
describing the mudem as

Adulterated drink kills five in Kebbi

t least five people were
confirmed dead while
everal others are re-

ceiving medical attention fol-
lowing the consumption of a
liquor suspected to be adul-
terated in-Bagudo local gov- .
ernment area of Kebbi state.
Confirming the report, the
state’s Commissioner of Po-
lice, Alhaji Ibrahim Paiko, said
the incident which occurred

From Kabir Dogon-Daji, |
Co; respondent Birnin-Kebbi |

over the weekend left five
people dead while over five
were hospitalised among
which includes two police of-
ficers attached to Bagudo
outpost.

He explained that the lo-
cally brewed liquor

(Ogogoro), was sold to the

Olusegun |
Obasanjo, Gbengg and the | | ..
Abia State governor, Dr. Orji |

Uzor Kalu, yesterday paid a |
condolence visit to the former |
Kano state governor, Alhaji |
over the |
death of his wife, Hajiya |

victims by one Igbo man
(names withheld by the po-
lice), who operates an off li-
cense beer parlour at Bagudo
town, the headquarters of
Bagudo local government.
Alhaji Ibrahim Paiko
added that when the owner
of the beer parlour traveled to
his home town for Christmas,
he handed over the business

town who is now suspected
to have adulterated the sub
stance.

According to him, three
people have been arrested in
connection with the mmcident
while investigations are on 1o
detect the cause and to avert
further occurrence.

Similarly, he said the beer
parlour owner has been ar
rested and is helping the p«
lice in their investigations

to an indigene of Bagudo

7 ¥

A cross section of participants at the presidential stakeholders forum held at the banquet Hall, State House, Abhja...
yesterday.

Pic: Joe Oroye

Ruling on Dokubo’s ap-
plication that he should dis-
qualify himself from the case
because he was apprehensive
that he would not get justice
because of the various cir-
cumstances surrounding the
case, Justice Peter Olayiwola
said that it was a normal prac-
tice for the Chief Justice to

Dokubo con. from pg. 1

decide to assign any judge
from any division to hear a
particular case in the federal
high court.

The Judge said, “I do not
think that because a judge
was transferred from one di-
vision to sit on any case is
enough grounds for anyone
to allege bias and since the

Ladoja moves to regain seat in Abuja High Court

mpeached governor of
IOyo State, Chief Rashidi

Ladoja, has filed a suit be-
fore a Federal High Court in
Abuja in a bid to regain his
seat.

Joined in the suit are the
federal government, the In-
spector General of Police, the
Attorney General of Oyo
State, the Oyo State House of
Assembly, the new governor,
Christ Bayo Alao-Akala

. and the Acting Chief Judge
of Oyo State.

The suit which was filed
yesterday by Malam Yusuf
Al (SAN) is asking the court
to declare that he remains the
governor of Oyo State on the
strength of the ruling deliv-

- ered by Justice Bolaji Yusuf
- of the Oyo state High Court
 on Thursday.

It asked the court to re-
strain Akala from parading
himself as the governor of the
state.

"' ralso sought an order re-
 straining all the defendants

from hindering him in perform-

mg his duties as the gover--

nor of Oyo State.

By Ruby Rabiu, Senior
Reporter & Olumide
Bajulaiye, in lbadan

Other declarations sought
by Ladoja are: an order direct-
ing the Attorney General of
the Federation and the In-
spector General of Police to
restore him to office as the
constitutionally recognized
governor of Oyo State.

An order setting aside the
purported swearing-in of
Akala as the governor of Oyo
State by the Acting Chief
Judge of the State.

= Anmj ion restraining
all the defendants from rec-
ognizing Akala as the state
SOVETnor.

A declaration that the po-
lice and the federal govemn-
ment have no gonstitutional
nor legal authority to recog-
nize Akala as the constitution-
ally elected governor of Oyo
State.

A declaration that having
regards o the provisions of
sections 6 and 188 of the 1999
constitution coupled with the

ruling of Justice Bolap Yusuf,

the administering of oath of
office on Akala as the gover-
nor of Oyo State is illegal and
unconstitutional.

He had already filed an
exparte application to serve
the defendants by substi-
tuted service for speedy hear-
ing.

The case has not been as-
signed.

Meanwhile, Ibadan, the
capital city of Oyo state, was
on Tuesday paralysed as
members of the state’s chap-
ter of the National Union of
Road Transport Workers
(NURTW) withdrew commer-
cial buses from major roads
in the city.

The withdrawal of ve-
hicles from the roads by the
NURTW is coming on the
heels of a call by the state’s .
chapter of the Nigerian
Labour Congress (NLC), on
workers to stay at home pend-
ing the resolution of the po-
litical'erisis rocking the state.

i Apdrt from thé NLC-and
the NURTW, teachers in the
state have also been sending

* back students hemeto pro-

test the unstable political situ-
ation.

The chairman of the Oyo
state chapter of the NURTW
Abubakar Tawa, said that the
withdrawal of vehicles from
major roads in the ancient city
would last three days and
would be between dawn and
2pm each day.

Tawa said that the
NURTW members would
eventually go on indefinite
strike if their demands were
not met.

Part of the demands was
the need to return former gov-
ernor Rasheed Ladoja to
power because the union felt
it was a rape on democracy to
mmpeach him.

Our correspondent learnt
that the union members ares
also protesting the alleged
plan by the new governor,
Adebayo Alao-Akala, to re-

lease erstwhile leader of the

¥

urtion, Alhaji Latéef Akinsota;.

alias Tokyo who is currently
in detention for alleged mur-

der charges.

applicants are not saying that
the Judge is biased and no
facts has been tabled to that
effect, this application is dis-
missed”.

Festus Keyamo, counsel
to the accused person had
told the court that they would
appeal the ruling.

Earlier, Alhaji Dokubo
Asari had interrupted the
court’s proceedings asking
for permission to address the
court since he felt he was the
subject matter of the litigation.

Dokubo said, “1 want to
oppose this act of injustice to
me. What sort of a country is
this?”

He screamed as the court
felt silent. The court room
grew quiet. “How can a judge
send me to prison for two
months without any sort of
evidence against me. Without
any proof of evidence, you
are simply disgracing your-
selfandthejudlcmrv hesand.

Then he turned to the
Judge and addressed him
squarely, “you are just an in-
strument of the president.
That is why you cannot dis-
of thing happen m the United
States or in Britain,?” he
asked.

At this point, the judge
called on the accused
person’s counsel to restrain
his client from making defa-

magpg( state ents which

> angeras |
‘he yetorted) “whdt do you'

fueted

want the lawyer to tell me?

What else can you do to me.-
You can only kill me because |

am already in prison.”

He continued, “no onc¢
should tell me to keep quite
’Am the one that is in prisor
The Attorney General is nc
even here. They cannot do m
anything because they are n«
God,” he said as he went o
to make other disparagin
remarks.

Keyamo pleaded with tl
court to be patient and sa
that such behaviour would n«
repeat itself again, although |
told the court that he wou
file an application for the st
of proceedings pending the
appeal at the Court of Appeal

Justice Peter Olayiwol:
adjourned the case to Marcl
14, for hearing.

At this point, Dokub«
shouted at the Judge.

Another two months?
would not die. I will continue
to fight.”

He was escorted out of the
court premises amidst tigh
security. On reaching the
prison van he shouted “free
dom!” and began chanting an
Ijaw war song and damced
before entering the vehicle

Haj] Cont. from pg. |
Centre. The others are five
males and two femaleS from
Niger, Jigawa, Borno, Benuc,
Sokoto and the federal capi-
tal territory.
Meanwhile, 4245 Nigeran
pilgrims have so far beem air-
lifted back to Nigeria by Kabo
airline. AT
i\. oHe said-propes afrange-
ments were being made to
ensure prompt airlift of pil-
grims back to Nigenia.
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Trust dialogue holds tomorrow

e third edition of the
Trust Annual Dialogue
organised by the
Media Trust limited,
publishers of “Daily Trust”
and “Weekly Trust” will hold
tomorrow at Ladi Kwali Hall,
Sheraton Hotel, Abuja.
" The book, “Reforming
Nigeria: Which Model? is to
be launched at the occasion.
The 158 — page book con-
tains proceedings of the prev-
ious dialogue papers pres-
ented by renown scholars in
the field of economics.
Nigeria’s leading econo-

By Isa Sanusi
mist, Professor Sam Aluko’s
paper, “Reforming Nigeria:
The Economic Dimension,”

highlighted the importance of

protecting the poor in
stimulating economic gro-
wth. In his paper, Malam
Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, buttr-
essed the fact that no matter
how good economic reforms
are, they will only make
impact if the implementers are
not corrupt or self serving.
Special Assistant to the
Vice President, Professor

Daily Trust

Mike Kwanashie, in his
speech, hinged economic
development to political will
on the part of government to
make difficult choices that will
hurt vested interests.

This year’s dialogue
explores: “Corruption, the
trouble with Nigeria.” With
key speakers that include the

chairman of the EFCC, Malam’

Nuhu Ribadu; chairman,
Transparency in Nigeria,
General Ishola Williams (rtd)
and the Vice Chancellor,
Bayero University, Kano
Professor Attahiru Jega.

Failed banks owners
are unforgivable osusano

resident Olusegun

Obasanjo yesterday

said that owners of the
insolvent banks that failed to
meet the N25 billion recap-
italisation deadline of Dece-
mber 31,2005 have committed
unforgivable sins.

His word: “the owners of
the failed banks have
committed an unforgivable
sin.”

The Central Bank of
Nigeria, Monday, withdrew
the licences of about 14
banks in the country as a
result of their failure to meet
the deadline issued by the
apex bank.

Speaking at the bank’s
consolidation/stakeholders
meeting held at Aso Villa,
Obasanjo said however that
the CBN owes no apology to
the senate over the consoli-
dation exercise provided that
the law establishing the apex
bank gave right for such
restructuring exercise.

At the meeting, the Sen-
ate Presxdent in his massage

Asari Dokubobeing-led to the Federal Htgl;, C (m;{, ,ﬂbwq by pr(son offi cmlg... yestenday.
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By Hamisu Muhammad,
Assistant IT Editor

to the president delivered by
Senator Gbenga Ogunniya,
said the senate was in doubt
about the legality of the
consolidation exercise and
questioned 25 mega banks.
Obasanjo said if the
exercise carried out by the
CBN contradicts the law
establishing the banks, he
will apologise to the Senate

.on behalf of the apex bank

that the exercise is meant for
the goodness of Nigerians
and would promote the
economic stability of the
country.

It will be recalled that the
CBN Governor, Professor
Charles C. Soludo, said in his
speech while withdrawing the
licence of the 14 failed banks
that the exercise is in
conformity with the powers
conferred upon it by the
Banks and Other Financial
Institutions Act.

The president who also

spoke on the cassava initi-
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ative of his administration,
gave July 15! this year as the
deadline for all flour millers
in the country to use 10
percent cassava or have their
factories closed.

He said, the industrialists

are not assisting the initiative |

at the grassroot level, the

situation that brought about |

the delay in its take up.

He said the whole ess- |
ence of a generate empl- |

oyment and create wealth for |
Nigerians, stating that the
idea build a private/public
partnership was to fight
poverty.

The president said the
meeting will be held every
quarter to access the perfo-
rmance of the economy and
to find out the contributions
of each sector in the area of
job creation.

The meeting, which is the
first in the history of the Oba-
sanjo administration, witne-

ssed participants from the |

organized private sector, gov-

ernors, non governmental |
organizations, among others.
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50 lawmakers in averted air crashes

bout fifty members of

the House of Repres-

ntatives and Senate
Committee on Appropriation,
on Sunday were aboard the
averted air mishap invol-ving
an Abuja via Lagos ADC
flight 072 and a Chanchangi
Abuja-bound plane.

The lawmakers were
returning from a retreat in
Calabar, Cross River state,
when the ADC airliner was
said to have had engine
problems few minutes after
take off from the Calabar
Airport, but the pilot mano-
euvred to reach Murtala
Mohammed International
Airport, Lagos.

In Lagos, the legislators
changed to a Chanchangi
plane on 3.30pm scheduled
flight to Abuja which also
developed engine problems
mid-air and spent about 80
minutes to arrive Abuja, a

. journey that normally takes

fifty minutes.

Others on the plane were
the Accountant General of
the federation, Alhaji Ibrahim
Dankwambo and officials of
the finance ministry.

But Chanchangi airlines
yesterday said no such
problem occurred.

Two of the House mem-
bers involved, Hons. Usman
Balkore and Mohammed
Kabir Umar, recounted to
Daily Trust yesterday how
the two aircrafts nearly
crashed.

According to Balkore,
“We boarded a 12.30 pm ADC

plane to Abuja to stopover |

at Lagos. Sometimes after
take off, the aircraft started
making a loud noise. When
we reached Ibadan, it lost
altitude, then it regained
altitude .and: started jerking
Abapoint: we, flew at a
VTR Y TS
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By Habeeb 1. Pmdlga & |
Mohammed S. Shehu

dangerously low altnude In
Lagos, where we were supp-
osed to have a brief stopover,
we spent a long time waiting.
We saw that they opened the
aircraft engine. They did not
communicate with us, but we
heard that something had
burst in the engine. We were
forced to leave that plane and
patronise Chanchangi flight
scheduled for 3.30pm.

“But it was like moving
from frying pan to fire. This
Chanchangi plane, when it
came to Lisa (Ogun state), the
engine started banging.
They told us that they would
go to 33, 000 feet above sea
level but this was unusual for
domestic flights. And they
did not explain to us what
was happening. They just
said they were flying at that
height. Now, before we got
to Ibadan, the plane jerked
five times. Soon they sw1t—

ched off the air conditioning
system. And this too w
indication that something
Wrot A

was seriously
colleague, an aviation expert,
told me that when the air-
conditioning system a
plane is switched off, it mecans
the engine has developed
problems. Somehow they
managed to bring us to Abuja

but after about onc ur
fifteen minutes, a journcy of
50 minutes.”

Umar confirmed this and
said they were surprised that
despite the action said to
have been taken in the avia-
tion industry, faulty aircrafis
were still flying the nation’s
air space risking people’s
lives.

Chanchangi’s sales man-
ager in Abuja, Alhaji Yusuf

Dan Hassan, claimed 1gno-
rance of the incident. He told
Daily Trust that none of their
planes was involved in any

such incident on Sund:

Buhari’s tour shelved

he planned tour of the
ANPP presidential
candidate, General
Muhammadu Buhari has
been suspended. The tour
which was scheduled to take
up Monday from Kaduna to
Lafiato and Makurdi, was to

. cover the nineteen northern

states.

Kano State Commissioner
of Information, Dr. Tijjani
Naniya, who confirmed the
suspension of the tour to
Daily Trust Monday on
phone, added that “the tour
was called off because of the
recent deaths and some other
things.”
vy A
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By Isa Sanusi

attributed the suspensi
the tour to the insistence of
the ex-Head of State that
adequate consultations has
to be made before emba
on the tour. According t
source, “Buhari will prefer the
tour to be nationwide and n
consultation with all sections
of the Buhari Organization™
The itinerary of the tour
released by Kano State
government indicated that
the ex-military ruler will hold
rallies in Maiduguri, a,
Minna and Birnin Kebb
Rallies will also be held in
Kano: Katsina Jos, Bauachi
and.Gombe. - |
TRTACRTESS T

- UN0E <

= =
oS



















































































































