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Your Excellencies, Dist'inguished Ladies and Gentlemen. It is with profound

delight that I welcome my brother Heads of State and Government to this inaugural
Summit of the Gulf of Guinea Commission.

[ ' would like to express, on behalf of the government and people of Nigeria,
my deep thanks and appreciation to our host, President Omar Bongo, for the warm
and brotherly reception accorded my delegation and to all other participants at
this important Summit. By agreeing to host the first summit level meeting of our

nascent organisation. President Bongo has once again demonstrated his abiding
commitment to the ideals of African co-operation and integration.

Our meeting here today, in this beautiful city of Libreville, is a gathering of

brothers and neighbours committed to strengthen the notion of good neighbourliness
brotherhood, friendship and co-operation.

Today we are part of history, witnessing the birth of an organisation that, I
am convinced, would contribute to the promotion of peace, security, economic
co-operation and integration as well as the promotion of sound environmental
policies in our sub-region. These will no doubt contribute immensely to the
uplifting of the socio-economic conditions of our peoples.

The aims and objectives of our new organisation are also consistent with the
spirit of our two continental organisations, the Organisation of African Unity
(OAU) and the African Economic Community (AEC). They are also in consonance
with the global trend towards concerted regional action aimed at addressing
common COncerns.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen. We are all very familiar with the long
history of inter-action between and among our coastal peoples, inter-action which
pre-dates the advent of colonial rule. This people-to-people inter-action has
confined for years. Independent of governments and other artificial barriers that
were later imposed by colonialism. We as Africans are the same people,
notwithstanding the ravages caused by our common colonial experience. Let us
therefore resolve once again, to break down these artificial barriers by makir}g the
formation of the Gulf of Guinea Commission a successful reality.
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