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Can On Us At

AHMADU BELLO WAY
BOX 149. SOKOTO
TELEPHONE 2574

House Address
50B KUDUDUFAWA.
KANO—CITY

WHATEVER YOU NEED
IN PHARMACEUTICAL

AND
SPORTS EQUIPMENT

north western
PHARMACEUTICALS

WHOLE SALE AND RETAIL DRUGGISTS. ALSO
DISPENSING CHEMISTS

OUR STOCKS INCLUDE STANDARD
TABLETS, INJECTIONS AND

ANTIBIOTICS

THE ONLY PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMIST
IN SOKOTO

WE PROVIDE A WIDE RANGE TO SATISFY
YOUR REQUIREMENTS.

SAe0N,SG9A'’
TEL 4259
KANO-

In future, there should be a world­
wide boycott of any nation that
recklessly behaves in this manner.

Ali Ibrahim
Kazaure.

SMUGGLING
Dear Sir,

Smuggling is an evil as injurious
to a nation as printing its currency.
I suggest that big time smugglers
be treated like armed robbers.

David Babatunde
Qke-Ado Ibadan.

HOUSE
SERVANTS

Those who keep house servants
should recognise that they are
citizens and human beings. Very
often, I am d i s g u s t e d to see
’'masters" and "mistresses" club­
bing, kicking, cursing their house
servants. Some silly men convert
them to "assistant w i v e s' o»
"acting assistant house wives
And all that just for three Nair
a month. This is a shame.

Peter Bakare
Lagos.

STATES ENTERPRISES & CO
28, COURT ROAD, SABON-GARI KANO,

IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS
DISTRIBUTORS. GENERAL GOODS. & COMMISION AGENTS

Dealers in TEXTILE, PROVISION. CEMENT,
CUSHION CHAIRS. MATTRESSES. PILLOWS.

BUILDING MATERIAL
Contract and Licensed Buying Agents

they are going to lose the oppor­
tunity of arguing about the merits
of free education which is their
strongest point. .Adamu Suleiman

Minna.

NEW ERA
Dear Sir,The February issue of your
magazine wasbeautifully designed
The articles as usual were enter­
taining but you will agree with
me that one has to forego some
packets of cigarettes to pay the
new price. Dick Ofoegbu

Ibadan.

LIBYAN PLANE
Dear Sir,

The shooting down of a Lib­
yan airliner by the Israelis to my
mind amounts to provocation.
After all, it was a civilian plane
and it is wrong to attack a plane
carrying civilians. The shock to
the Arabs when the news was
announced was great and one
thought that the worst was going
to happen since it concerned Col.
Gaddafi. So far he kept quiet.

YOUTH SERVICE
Dear Sir,

' wish to express my views on
me National Youth Service Corps
Scheme through the medium of
Your widely read journal. The
>dea is not entirely a bad one
hut I think that careful planning
should have proceeded the
announcement of the scheme. As

I a result of the scanty information
1 one gathers from the pages of
I newspapers, the natural thing is
1 to ask questions and where no
I answers come forth, one begins
I to speculate. This is perhaps what
I happened at the University cam-
I puses all o v er the country.
I Students being people with alert
I minds are the first to read as
I much meaning into any scheme
I if they are directly affected.
I I share the view that the sum
I mentioned is a pittance but I am
I not so sure that Government is
I supposed to listen to glass-brea-
I king, car-burning, angry undergra-
I duates. The students should be
I calm and put their views across,
I in a reasonable manner otherwise 

ALHAJI NUHU NAABBA
Managing Director
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EDITORIAL

some cases are finally disposed of.

WITHOUT PKEJUDICIS

•cnn custody for periods up to
Tho news that some people have been kept in pri~>

two years or more without trial, is depressing.

It is common knowledge that the Rule of Law demands that anyone accused of
committing a crime should be brought promptly before aju ge s, i .
time or bo released pending trial. We refuse to agree that even o
been suggested by some of our leading legal exports, cou e a mi . a
sonable time." Although we agree in part that the shortage o^ aw ov icers is re­
sponsible for delays in the prompt administration of justice, we note n a • er© are
in some cases, too many adjournments before some cases are finally disposed of.
This could be checked.

We suggest that the salaries of magistrates and state counsels be increased so
that they are not easily tempted away from the Bench to the Bar. Such an increase
in pay would entice lawyers in private practice to take up posts in the judiciary.

Something must be done to reduce such malpractices as prolonged detention
without trial. Except where the exigency of th© situation demands it, it is against
fundamental human rights to deprive one of one's freedom.

In cases where people had to be detained but were later found to bo innocent,
we strongly recommend that some compensation bo made to the persons who were
so detained because their freedom had been tampered with. If Government pays
compensation to those whose houses are demolished in the course of building a
road or dam, we think that this adds weight to our recommendation. We do not
want to be seen as respecting the law of property more than the law on human
rights because this would give the law pseudo-respectability which is a dangerous
and undesirable compliment.

Tbar0 ls "otbll?9 m°re torturing as putting an apparently innocent person in
besot one nno»WKh/0?uiViStS‘ H 'S discomforting to think of all the hazards that
bsvcholooir»r beh,nd bars- Equally so is the panic-stricken knowledge of the
tho prison environment.0"0 haS tO Wa9° a9ai"St die-hard who dominate 

he^cit^zVn^TgainstXlXV0 tr'0d Sh°U'd b° 9Uard°d juSt aa the Protects

rity into^rt^tX'adlqu'ate meh°SS tri<=kV posltion of representing autho-
aoquate measures against detention without trial
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death of her father. King Fredrik
IX in January, 1972. She is not only
a sensitive, sensible lady, but is
witty, learned and quickly sees a
point. She studied in the famous
citadels of learning in Ahrus, Co­
penhagen. Cambridge, Sorbonne
and London. She is articulate and
discusses politics, economics and
archaeology with ease. She is said
to be the world's best educated
monarch.
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Rom all indications, the Danes
expect many things from this
descendant of the Glueckburg and
Oldenburg lines. With her educa­
tional background as an asset
and the love and cooperation of the
people of Denmark, she will mo­
dernise the Danish monarchy and
give it many more Fredricks.

Denmark claims to be
Europe's oldest monarchy and
as one of the early European
Christian nations, has had a
population of God-fearing citi­
zens, since King Canute the
IV was anointed and crowned in
1170, "as Christ's Representa­
tive on earth". After the reign
of King Gorm the old (940
AD), Harald Bluetooth (940-
886) succeeded him and since
that time, Denmark has been
ruled by Monarchs. In recent
times however, real govern­
ment has been in the hands of
capable men who are not
necessarily of royal descent.

ILA A WASAN OLYMPIC NA GARII MUNICH
-

Dangane
Fasfot dins
iibai nc, <
aure. Kun
Jordan da
Ganin haka sai f
wasannin Olympic.

axn crape giro ya laaa nankann aum- yo~-—
ya. Sarki Husaini na Jorda kewayen unguwar Olympic |

Denmark is in Northern
Europe with a population of
over five million. It forms a
"land bridge between Scandi­
navia and Central Europe." The
Kingdom of Denmark is
made up of Denmark, Green­
land and the Faroe Islands.
Denmark is an Archipelago.
Her people are friendly, hard­
working and opulent. The
Danes are famous for building
bridges.

Democracy:
Denmark is a democracy and its

fiftieth Sovereign is Queen Mar­
grethe the Second. Popularly
called the "Queen of Democracy",
she was proclaimed Queen at the

Queen Margrethe II after her proclama­
tion as Queen ” ''

Welfare State
Denmark is a Welfare State.

With the social Democrats in
office, attempts have increasingly
been made to improve the lot of
the common man. According to
Uffe Ellemann-Jensen, Danish in­
dustrial workers have the
second-highest time rates in
Western Europe after Sweden
and by international standards.
are highly educated. Their
demand for "democracy on the
shop floor” has not been entirely
!?nor®d- . Being highly educated,
the Danish worker clearly knows

The country is both ’n ®’n“an
tural and an industrialize 0Iny
nation. Although Danish econ^
suffers from a deficit in M
of payments, this situat structural
batter as a result o Danisb
changes in the econo' • | with
exports compare favourahly^
those of other nation ajyer-
and America and w,,hh Ljs n*'11
Using in Africa. Danish gooo
find’new markets here.

the line of demarcation between
industrial disputes and using same
as a weapon for political!’9 h
In this they differ from French
workers. The present strike “V
Danish workers will be conta
Communications:

Denmark is situated in that pah
of the Northern Hemisphere from
where she could easily
Western Europe and the 8'
ports of the World. T
helped her to engage actively
international trade. The countnf
is served by a dense netwoW,
roads totalling about 50,000 . tef.
meters (30.000 miles). Thei
national airport at Copenha^
(Kastrup) is the fourth bigg
Europe and the Scandinavian Av
lines System operates a
wide service.

(Soma dagg banai.

FOCUS ON DENMARK



strenghten their relations with the
Scandinavian States and boycott
European States which support op­
pression, injustice and exploitation.

It is to be hoped that Denmark
uses her influence in NATO, to
persuade member-states of that
organisation not to keep alive
the forces of apartheid and colo­
nialism in Africa.

Faroe Islands:
As we go to press, many people

in some of the Faroe islands still
have not received their Christmas
maill In winter gales rage end­
lessly. March is the coldest month
so sea travel is extremely difficult
and dangerous The Faroe mail­
man knows this better

There are many birds in the
Faroe Islands. The oystercatcher or
tjaldur is the national bird and when
it reappears after the cold season,
that is a sign that spring is near.

Torshavn is the capital of the
Faroe Islands with less then 1 0,000
inhabitants. Although a small town,
it offers reasonable entertainment’

Building Boom.
There is a boom in the buildng

industry in Denmark. The Danes
no longer live in igloos except the
Eskimos who build them during
their hunting expeditions. Pre­
fabricated houses are common now­
adays and the Danes export qui^
a good number of such houses
to prospective buyers overseas.
Some firms have specialised in
producing machinery for making
such prefabricated buildings and
are anxious to find new markets.
These firms are already doing good
business in Africa. New hotels
in Uganda and Tunisia have re­
ceived 20,000 tons of special plant
and new orders are known to
have been booked by other tourist
corporations in Africa.

Permissiveness
"The Danes" writes Johan Bogen

"are some what proud of their
explosive permissiveness." Life
in Denmark and in fact in the
Scandinavian countries would be
very dull without pornography, sch­
napps and drugs. The Danes see
these things as the direct result of
affluence and the times we live in.
Like in other European societies
there is generation conflict between
the young and old and revolt
against the "old order" is becominq
louder.

Humanists:
The Danes approach human

problems with deep understanding
and sympathy. Their role in
international affarirs has so far
been a respectable one. In the
oXndr'nra''l!in S,a,es ,o a lar9G
®«ent, fundamental human rights
are respected and racial prejudice is
not common. As a result of theh
humanist attitudes, it would have
beendesirable for African States to 

GREENLAND
Greenland is the world's largest

island with an area of 20,000,000
square Kilometers. It is situated in
the north-west altlantic.

The first people who lived in
Greenland were said to have
reached there about. 4,000 years
t3°;1a!,cr cross'ng the islands of

A?ar'ca and beading toward
the North East. Like the stone
age people, they hunted fish with
harpoons reindeer with bows and
arrows According to legends the
early Greenlanders were "strono
men and great hunters of seal and
walrus and were very fond of their
women". The Dorset people Z

““ u with her husband

be//eved to have invented the snow­
hut or igloos.

Among the daring habits of the
ancient Danes was whale-hunting.
The early Danes were brave, simple
and superstitious. The Thule, a
pugnacious whale hunting people

i nhabited the Arctic region around
the 12th century. According to
legends, they used magic to hunt
whale and they believed that the
whales consented to being killed.
The Whales despised uncleanliness
so the people were said to have
worn their best clothes before
going whale-hunting. The Umiak
(canoe) was manned by broad-
shouldered, bearded men and the
harpoonist would stand in the bows,
dressed in a diving fur^The skeleton
of a fox lay at his feet as a charm,
while the harpoon, which like the
seal harpoon had a loosely attached
point with a bladder float. A
drag anchor was provided with an
eagle's beak or a ptarmigan's claw
The men would leap on the dying
whale.? back armed with knives or
lances. The exercise was dange­
rously exciting. That was many
years ago. 1

Later, merchantmen came to
Greenland and trade flourished
The natives were usually cheated
by the visiting merchants. Han
Gmn6, <1186’1 758> colonized
hldPn»nHd bUt ’he ISland WOn i’S
independence in 1953, after the
TheSi'sO!nan°d ,he Danish
i ne island is now a province enuai
m status with the rest of Denmark
and it is represented by two mem
c:pJnnhXOlk,in9<Parliam->'"
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SAWABA

‘If ever there was
something like na­
tional cake, I did
not partake of it . .
Our women have
been cheated
enough’—hajia sawaba

The name Gambo Sawaba rings a bell m the minds
of those who followed closely the turmoils of Nigeria 5
the SeMenCre P0litical era' Sawaba was alWa/d£
nounrS Lght‘ In °ne town> she cou,d be heard dne
forTh^r kCr 0PPone,,ts; in another, she was campaign'^
Nh±> sh5,ca.lled‘Women enfranchisement in Northern
rigours a ?QJla Gambo Sawaba did not escape
FmXnP |dZ,vat,ons °f that political period. “I

“ Us ’A »-shV ?t ”£.i “■«"
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Ganin haka sai aka dage gila ya tada hankaiin duni- yadraan 0=5—
wasannin Olympic. ya, $arki Husaini na Jorda kewayen unguwar Oly



J WAS JAILED 35 TIMES’.
GAMBO SAWABA

/‘"uw Sove^menty '°"neTr Politician lo hotd

...a;

Gambo Sawaba started her
turbulent political career in
the fifties. "I could not wait
any longer; the men were keep­
ing our women in the back­
ground and persuading them to
believe that they were meant
only for the kitchens," stated
Hajia Gambo. "Women were
not encouraged in any profes­
sional field and were barred in
Northern Nigeria from voting.
Parents were discouraged from
sending their daughters to
school. The desire to see our
women emancipated made me
enter politics", concluded the
veteran politician.

MJ,ambo ®awaba joined the
Northern Elements Progressive
Union (N.E.PU.) which president
whh S r 'am Abba Mai Kwaru

A I™ as ,he Secretary
Serf ■» M rosa ,0 become the
teader of N.E.P.U's women's wing.
What was Gambo's opinion on
fore^Anrf P°2itics immediately be-
"Th«and after lndePendence?

meP spoilt Politics and thed™? ,be Ni90tian people ®
ride dn 'T yba men Promised too?th. comm0nd bear ,he burda"
power Bm .Wan J vo,od *"'<>

SFssSSg
filled vew fewV Th””'? tand ful
issues aPstake nnHh°\d?id9ed the
balismaUo%a|?tdT,rOdUCed,ri-

imprisoned
''»°SOf&beca"’<? • con.
ween Nigeria's inrt'h P?'lod be'-
'ho fall of the f mt u'!nce and
was fearless anrt nM, ep,ubllc- She
topics. Where 2POk«n ln rnan'f

F^w?«aAfter a run nf a . • mishapsGambo SawaK detentions. Hajia
when sheTb made headlines
home for thrdeeadAP0ar8d from her
f°und unconsciousSinndAas later
near Jos I. c ous ln a bush area
Sawaba wasW^ s.b8Jcula,'id 'hat
some mystic fom«ri,8d away by
Unab|o to speak JlnCe sho was
—---- recall what
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“I SPEAK
ELEVEN

LANGUAGES”
happened to her. Asked to comment
on this and her other mishaps, the
former politician said, "I was impri­
soned fifteen times during my
political career. Some of these
imprisonments were at Kaduna,
others at Kano, Zaria and Gusau.
At one time, I wasf ined £200 (NsOO)
for beating a district head. I was
kidnapped by an opposing party,
hidden for three days and was Icter
found unconscious in a bush near
Jos. At the hospital, I was unable’
to speak until J. S. Tarka came.’

NO GAINS
On hergainsfrom politics, Gambo

Sawaba said she gained nothing.
"Rather than gaining, I lost. If
ever there was something like
national cake, I did not partake of it.
But I derive satisfaction from the
fact that many women will gain
from my sufferings and experience.
There is now the awareness in

contract for Ahmadu Bello Univer­
sity Zaria, owns a beer parlour
and runs a food canteen. She
summed her life as "generally fine
and nice..’’.

NO MORE
POLITICS

Her further participation in future
politics has been ruled out by
Sawaba. "I shall not go into politics
when the military hand over power.
But I will support the women with
my money and my experience. I
amreadytodie happily today should
a woman become Prime Minister
of Nigeria. "No one should allow
any former politician to hold power
in Nigeria’s future government,"
continued the outspoken woman.

"They are all bad including myself.
I shall like new and younger hands,
preferably women, to handle the
reins of government.”

Alhaja Gambo Sawaba has other
ideas which she is formulating in
herbidtomakethe Nigerian woman
equal with the man. In the country's
first republic, she was a political 

stormy petrel in northern Nioerii
It IS yot to be seen whether sh\
has been silenced by the demise
of the country’s first political era o,
whether as she said, she
continue her struggles to liberate
Nigerian womanhood. To many
people who have followed Gembo's
political activities, the question has
always been; who is Hajia Gambo
Sawaba ?

“I was kidnapped
by an opposing
party, hidden for
three days and was
later found uncon­
scious in a bush
near Jos”

Nigerian women that they could
help decide their future. Our
women have been cheated enough."

Alhaja Gambo still holds the view
that the women are not getting full
share of opportunities in Nigeria.
She declined to comment on the
Military regime because "Politics
is banned and I do not want to
go to jail or detention." But she
lamented that to have only one
woman among the commissioners
in the six northern states was gross
injustice to the women-folk. "The
same thing happens in the civil
service and in private concerns.
There is a woman now whose
mates, with the same educational
qualifications and years of service,
are Permanent Secretaries but she
remains and Excutive Officer. She
could be more competent than the
menfolk but being a woman she is
not trusted," commented Sawaba.

Presently, Hajia Gambo lives in a
not-too modest building at Sabon-
Gari quarters in Zaria. She rides an
old model Opel cadet, "which I
gave the number 1933 because it
was the year of my birth." Asked
how she is spending these non­
political days, Sawaba in a relaxed
mood and with arms outstretched
said that she is now absorbed in
business. She does some works on 
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Gambo Sawaba was born Gambo
Isa at Zaria in the year 1933. Her
father was Malam Isa and her
mother's name was Fatima. Gambo'
parents came from Bida in North
Western State of Nigeria and later
came to settle at Zaria in Nigeria's
North Central State. Malam Isa
and his wife were not rich but they
had eleven children, (ten girls and
a boy). Gambo had her school
career at Tudun Wada Elementary
School Zaria. After her elementary
school at the age of 1 5, she got
married to Malam Mohammed and
had a daughter. Gambo's father
and mother died in 1942 and
1945 respectively. The ex-politician
recalled that during her young days,
she was always outspoken and
willing to do what her other mates
regarded as impossible.

ELEVEN
LANGUAGES

In that family of eleven children,
only three girls and the boy are
living., "The other girls are now
dead," Gambo recalled with grief.
"But my only brother is now a
magistrate at Sokoto. I am saddled
with twenty five nephews and
nieces; and I am training many of
them in schools. My daughter also
has two children”. Hajia Sawaba
claims to speak and understand ten
languages: the Nupe language, Ga
and Fanti of Ghana, Ibo, Hausa,

tYh°JU?a' ,Sekiri' Kaje' English and
the language of the Kanuris.
Her favourite foods include Rice,
TuwoP° qnhded Vaf!I and the native
luwo- She stated, and these am

tne°e toUntaSbatabL0' that sha is a
Stick% Her and smokes only a
stick of cigarette daily.

“My car number is
1933 because it was
the year of my birth”

. Hajia Gambo Sawaba
« now 40 years and
^equaa|P;ng °n her‘heme
men anri PP°rtunities
a. „ knd w°men. When
^ chronicle ofthepoHti.
fir ?appeninSsin Nigeria’s

Sawaba CT"b°
historians "Ot e,ude



ZARIA

AND
Inside Zaria'sHouses along Benin Street, Zaria
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The sleeping city of Zaria is
gradually getting awake. Its
posture of near-static develop­
ment is phasing out and the
town's social inertia is coming
under easy change. These
changes are not easily noticed
but gradually they dawn on
someone.

On arriving at Zaria's Motor
Park, I witnessed things
quite rare. The traveller
is spared the incessant random
talks of motor touts who in
other motor parks, pester
people in a bid to get you to
enter their vehicles which des­
tination might be Uyo in South
Eastern State while you are
travelling to Ijebu Remo in
Western State.

Another common occurence
but rare elsewhere is the fee
of two kobo charged on any­
body who enters the motor
park. Zaria has very few taxis
plyina the streets.

The town's Sabon-Gari (new
quarters) could boast of only
a tarred road—Aminu road.
Many of Zaria's buildings, in­
cluding the city area, have seen
the facets of many civilisations
and have tenaciously defied
the intrusion of modern archi­
tecture. The sanitary condition
of Zaria is not much to write 

home about. In a town where
a tin of water costs 3 kobo or
more, it could be unconvin­
cingly argued that spending
much money on keeping the
gutters clean is not on the
priority list. And so let it be
with Zaria. But the structural
aspects of Zaria are the relics
of the town's past. The present
and future features have many
interesting inroads. In the
years gone bye, Zaria made her
mark as an administrative head­
quarters and an important rail­
way town. When the Nigerian
Tobacco Company established
its giant company there, it
ushered another dimension of
activities and gave the town a
new face. But a fresh trail
was blazed when the College
of Arts, Science and Techno­
logy was converted into the
Ahmadu Bello University. Zaria
tutk»^aSTk°f many key in8ti-
5*,ons- ™®re are among
others, the Civil Aviation Train­
ing Institute and the leather

hv adTT,inistrativelyby Kaduna, Zaria now owns a
rePUtat.on as Northern States
education centre. A dam
under construction will when
completed, ensure that tRatown has a brighter future h
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the changing Zaria.

face of Zaria

I also observed that the day-
to-day life in Zaria is getting
out of its drabness. There are
more influx of people into
the town. The twangs of bicy­
cle bells rouse a late waker
as men on bicycles rush to their
different calls in life. The Zaria
woman prefers going to the
market early in order to
purchase her meat from the
abattoir since, as a woman
told me; "it is cheaper in
the abattoir and the price is
unduly high in the market."
The cost of living in this ancient
city is moderate compared with
other main towns in Nigeria.
Foodsellers and farmers from
the hinterlands converge on
the town where they expect
ready markets at reasonable
prices. The market harbours
various marketable items but
is rich in foodstuffs.

Zaria is indifferent to the
fashion craze. Her girls are
not infected with the maniac
of high soled cork shoes which
invaded Kano, Lagos and other
major towns. But the inhabi­

tants aro sports—loving. Thor©
is a football team here which is
said to bo capable of holding
out against the best clubs in
Nigeria. This team is the Zaria
Rangers and among the players
are star footballers of the old
'Northern Nigerian Lions.'

The athletic season is now at
hand and the Zarians are ma­
king hay while the sun shines.
The stadium is a scene of
activities as field and track
performers practise and listen
to words of advice from their
coaches.

The saying goes that Zaria is
no place for a swinging night
life and the inhabitants prefer
spending their weekends at
Kano or Kaduna. This saying
could hold grounds a couple of
years ago. Today, the night
life in the education centre has
more splendour. Outstanding
among the clubs are Hollywood
club. West End Club and Tropi­
cal hotel which probably is the
hottest spot.

The streets are littered with
posters indicating coming ev­
ents. I saw the latest posters
proclaiming the visits of Juju
musician I. K. Dairo and the ve­
teran concert personality Hu­
bert Ogunde. Only two bands
are resident in Zaria and both
of them are still struggling to
make the grade. Occasionally,
the University students inject
some life into the town by
staging shows or demonstra­
ting against ideas they did not
savour.

On leaving Zaria, I came to
the conclusion that the sere­
nity of the town has an appeal
to those who prefer it quiet,
but to those who like it boist­
erous and clean, Zaria is still
to grow.    



SEAT OF

GUMEL
By Ajayi Memaiyetan

Sauran
ukj aka
Ibrahim I
karu 20 da
kadir El-L
kara 21 da
mad Abdi
kara 22.

Laraba
kuma su
wacce rm

Bayan
ga shi a
Yahudaw;
an kashe
biyar da;
din da su
da Dansar
duk a ms

Dayan
kuma ya
wutaga i
wan da k.

Aon da
shi tare
ke cikins,

Sun s.
su ke nc
g«da bi
ciken ji,
Sun am.
want j)Q
kusa kc
cikin tsa,
tsakanin
kurum s
^ata kui

yi mu
MRa nar,
an yi n
«aya cik
saka }\>a
biyu me
nakiya.

Dangant
Fasfot din*
libai ne, v
aurc. Kun

Ganin haka sai aka dage ’iila ya tada hankalin duni- yadraanvrne...-------- __________________________ZT*
wasannin Olympic. ya. Sarki Husaini na Jorda kewayen unguwar Olympic [ **

Malam Adamu—-
fnn thlrf Err,ir—in a cattle raid,
tol,owed closely by the driving out

I uan Juma from the throne by
Maikota who became tha fifth
tmir have shown the ability of

? P®°P'e ,n dealing with their
ruiers before the advent of modern
civilizationFairly typical of the new breed

rulers Is the present elderly
nMUAP.'er °f the thrOne' 57 ye°r

a Alhaji Muhammadu Sam.
He is an exhausting man, in**

Patient with any one who doesn't
snare his own boundless enthu­
siasm for everything he regards
?s good. He throws a hundred
ideas in a minute; the totally
unpractical, along with those that

amount to genial onesMeeting him in his modern
'.^Posing p|ace in Gumel, Alhai'
Muhammadu said that his parson a>
Philosophy of life is that paop'3

(Please Turn Over)

The upheavals currently con­
vulsing every aspect of tradi­
tion's throne is reflected in
history. Although the revolu­
tion started long ago, there
have been gradual improvement
over the past few years.

There have been occasional
uprisings brought about by the
modern and people's way of life.
Browsing through the history
of an emirate like Gumel in
Kano State, one must accept
the fact that as long as human
baings live and think differently,
conflictswill never end. Typical
of a hot seat is Gomel’s throne.
From the start, rulers of this
historical emirate were sub­
jected to conflicts and revol
tionary activities.
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‘There is nothing that
places impediment on the
way of progress like old
attitude and living in the
past.
must change. "You must have
enough guts to rebel against having
a dull life. There is an art in being
different in changing. It does not
mean that one has to imitate
others as the case may be, only that
you claim the right to speak and
act as you feel," he said.

The Emir advised that any good
change brought about by the Mili­
tary Regime should be accepted
bythepeople. "If it’s a bad change,
let people not accept but should
keep violence out of the whole
show," the Emir explained Un­
characteristic of former occupiers
of the throne, such statements
would not have been uttered by
Amadu, the 13th Emir, who was
deposed by the British rule because
of the scuffle he had with them in
his domain. He was deposed
and banished to Lokoja

Alhaji Muhammadu, a frail little
man installed 26 years ago, said his
domain survived more blows in
the past than most. He agreed that
the epic ordeal is now over with the
new changes being introduced
"The changes have not badly affec­
ted the Emirs because nothing has
been taken away from their powers.
Although we have more advisers
than before, this has only allowed us
to be more efficient in our day to day
activities," he said of the modern
local Government changes.

The Emir who called himself a
rue Nigerian father asked all in the

country to put an end to dissension
among themselves. "Fathers of the
country can do this by exchange of
visits to learn the different needs
and cultures of others. We can still
work hard to help the Military Regi­
me unite us all", he said.

An even more puzzling attitude
of the Emir to natural rulers who
will show interest in politics of the
new Nigeria is that they should
knowfromtheirhard-won experien­
ce that they are father to all and
should not therefore play politics.

Alhaji Muhammadu will however
like more freedom with some of
the restrictions lifted. "There'll be
no objection, after all everybody
likes to be free," Alhaji Muham­
madu pointed out.

He disagreed with the radical
idea that there should be no room
for traditional rulers in a republic.
"It's a rich and old tradition of ours
which should be allowed to flourish
with us."

Any opposition to its existence,
he said, might lead to further
upheavals in the peaceful leader­
ship of the people.

The Emir who speaks v ry
I ittle English preferred to link himself
to the new World of progress than
the dead past. So far, he's among
few Emirs who demolished their
aged palace and replaced it with
a modern building. "There is
nothing that place impediment on
theway of progress like old attitude
and living in the past," the Emir
aid as he lighted his cigarrete

and began to smoke.
The Gumel he rules today, covers

an area of 1,205 square miles with
a population of 203,733 inhabitants.
They came from the Mangawa tribe
who migrated from Gazargamu in
Bornu.

They first settled atShadika and
successively moved to Babaye,

Having originated from Bornu
the people maintained their Inde­
pendence from Fulani Conquests
of 19th Century. Their relations
with Bornu also deteriorated. After
a few years at Tumbi, the ruler of
Gumel, Muhammadu Dan Tanoma,
moved to the present site of Gumel,
in 1845.

The present Emir Alhaji Muham­
madu Sani, is a direct descendant
of Muhammadu DanTanomawho is
married to four wives, Alhaji Mu­
hammadu has twenty children. He
served Gumel Native Authority as
messenger, chief scribe, chief of
Police and District Head before
he was appointed Emir. He is
learned in Arabic and attended a
PrimarySchool in Kano.

Alhaji Muhammadu is a ruler,
the asetic, the sensualist, the
gentle father figure. It now seem
clear that his personality embraced
all these traits and that when
all is said and done, is more than
the sum of his pasts. For ultimately.
to understand him, it's necessary
to go beyond psychology to traai-
tional politics of the past and
place him in the contest of a tw
tieth - century phenomenon -
politics of United Nigeria ana
traditional rulers.

Dogoma and Tsohon Birnin near
Bamgaram (Zinder Niger Republic)
By the year 1803, they established
a town known as Tumbi now in
Niger Republic, 20 miles North of
Gumel.

Before the demarcation of inter­
national boundry all towns and
villages of about 15 miles radius
owed their allegiance to Gumel.
People of this part of the Niger
Republic still consider themselves
brothers to the people of Gumel
between whom there is cordial
relationship.

G U M E L (Continued)
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AFRICAN NATIONALISM VIEWED AS A
PRODUCT OF COLONIAL EXPERIENCE
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The historical antecedents
of these contemporary currents
are illuminating in establishing
the relationship between colo­
nial practices and modern na­
tionalism and sovereignty.
With the advent of official
injunctions against slavery such
as Lord Mansfield's declaration
of 1772 and the founding of
colonies by freed slaves on the
coast of West Africa culmina­
ting in the establishment of
Liberia in 1847, missionary acti­
vities ceased to serve colonial
policies and the slave trade
between Africa and the rest of
the world. Gradually the mis­
sions' role in the anti-slavery
struggle grew. In addition to
the spread of Christian liturgy
was the dissemination of the
societal principles of Chris­
tianity and the humanistic
foundation of European so­
ciety, thereby contributing to
the ideological formation of the
early African pioneers.

Of course, we cannot entirely
dismiss the validity of certain criti­
cisms of the role of missions.
Outstanding critics have been W.E.
Blyden and J. S. Casely Hayford of
the nineteenth century and the
contemporary writer Franz Fanon.
They score the role of the mission
in fragmenting the ranks of the
indigenous popu'ation and of en­
gendering alienation and frustra
tion by removing the African from
his origins and encouraging the
mechanical imitation of European
culture and customs. However
this critique seems rather severe
if we consider that societal progress
depends less on the cancellation
of old patterns and values than
on the discovery of ways to exploit
(in the good sense of the word)
these traditions for the solution of
contemporary problems. Christiani­
ty was quite instrumental in this
respect as it was in bridging the gap
between European standards and
culture and African traditions.

Besides the Christian missions in
Africa, the diverse separatist chur­
ches particularly of "Ethiopian"
or "Zionist" origins demostrated
that Africans could be quite inde­
pendent in religious experience
and by extension in any other area
and inspired the conviction that
Africa must be for Africans. The
messionist and chiliastic movement
with its emphasis on salvation

(PART II)
worked in its way as well to stimu­
late social action and reform.

Nativism, as discussed earlier
in this chapter, was also nourished
by this church spritualism not
only because of the dichotomy
between Christian principles and
the actions of the colonialists but
also because of the effective segre­
gation of the society. Self-styled
prophets and the numerous
leaders of separatist churches had
been first attracted to Christianity
as a religion for the undertrodden.
Of particular interest to them were
the Old Testament and accounts
of the Prophets since they served
to stimulate criticism of colonial
society, to-identify Africans with
the persecuted "children of Israel..
and ultimately to augument the
aspiration for freedom through their
own "Zionist" means.

The freedom movement grew
more defined as Africans began to
have contact with white communi­
ties outside Africa. The result
was twofold: first, Africans dis­
covered that they had white allies
in their struggle against slavery and
that it was not exclusively an
African or black concern; second
Africans discovered that white cul­
ture with its own flaws was not an
absolute model for African develop­
ment. This realization initiated a
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gradual association of African na­
tionalism with socialism and con­
comitantly, a search for socialist
foundations in traditional African
culture patterns. It became under­
stood that while a great deal couid
be learned from white society
such knowledge had to be coupled
with a study of African origins and
a primary faith in an "African per­
sonality."

The idea of an "African persona­
lity" set apart from colonial anony­
mity is at thesame of African nation­
alism. The term was .’ irst employed
by Blyden in 1893. For all its
peculiarities, his approach can be
considered an early expression of
"negritude," a concept which
has been central to the evolution
of African sovereignty from its
beginnings to the present. Blyden
considered backwardness in Africa
a direct result of colonialism and
the slave trade. He considered that
political freedom must be preceded
by psychological emancipation in­
cluding the revitalization and study
of an independent culture, the
spread of general and higher educa­
tion and experiemntation in home
rule. His ideas were supported
and elaborated on by successive
generations of African activists in­
cluding Dr. James Africanus Horton
and J. Mansah Sabah.

Increasing contact with blacks
in the United States and accom­
panying understanding of their pro­
blems gave rise to a sort of "black
Zionism" with its emphasis on the
African homeland and the awa­
kening of a Pan-African conscious­
ness coupled with a general re­
sistance to regional movements.
This line of thinking which greatly
influenced Nigeria's future leader
Nnamdi Azikiwe attained full eX'
r ression later in Zikism. The princi­
pal element of this theory develop**
by A. A. Nwafor Orizu is Azikiw® s
exhortation fora spiritual awakening
of the continent, its social a
economic reconstruction and*
general education of At nc
peoples with a view towards pa
continental re-vitalization.

These demands and their
fluence on the philosophies
Pan-Africanism as those or
Garvey, W.E.B. du Bois an
Padmore had their effect or



PRESIDENT SEKOU TOURE
of Guinea

Pan Africanism of Kwame Nkumah.
Nkrumah, however, sought not
only to ensure Ghana a primary role
in the unification of the continent
but also to form a single party
socialist regime on his own soil
which would reflect the traditional
origins and developmental needs
of the country.

The most consistent conclusions
particularly with regard to socialist
procedure, problems of regime and
party institutions, however, have
been drawn by the contemporary
leader J. Nyerere of Tanzania.
Yet Nyerere as a real politician 

quickly realized that if African
unity could not be achieved imme­
diately, the best interim solution
would be the strengthening of
individual countries and developing
channels of interstate co-operation.
From this standpoint Nyerere comes
close to the position of Leopold
Senghor who views the state as
the architect of the nation and
sovereignty as an instrument for
ensuring freedom and overcoming
tribalism and separatist tendencies.

From this theoretical linkage we
can discern the replacement of
Pan-Africanism by federalist ten­
dencies and the divergencee in
concepts of African socialism-
one current emphasizing democracy
humanism and even Christian de­
mocracy and the other drawing
from Soviet and Chinese com­
munism.

Even the idea of an "African
personality" which is central to
the pattern of new African nationa­
lism has during this metamorpho­
sis of African identity taken on
different interpretations. According
to Sekou Toure in counterdistinc­
tion to A. Cesare and L. Senghor,
it is not an essence which can be
reconstructed from African histori­
cal sources exclusively as a means
for liberation from colonial oppres­
sion. He points out that it must
have a contemporary basis in the 

initiatives, accomplishments and the
independence of African peoples.

F. Fanon's critical attitude to­
ward negritude from the stand­
point of class and the anti-colonial
struggle actually concur with the
views of different African leaders
who recognize the inevitable coop­
eration and outside aid necessary
for the educational and economic
development of Africa.

Thus African nationalism has
undergone a considerable evolution
in’ definition and has thereby re­
mained a consistent force in conti­
nental development. As we have
seen, it began as an expression
against slavery and the slave trade
and evolved into a fight for the
human treatment of African peoples
in the grip of colonialism, brought
about a recognition of the "African
personality' and a return to African
origins and ultimately became a
full blown demand for complete
independence from foreign rule.
Today, Africans released for the
most part from colonialism still
have to come to grips with its
legacy in order to construct a
modern and progressive Africa.
Now sovereignty is increasingly
being interpreted not only as a
framework for liberty as in the
past but also as a means of deve­
loping the society and the economy
of improving intra-continental and
nternational cooperation.
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Woman’s World — BY REKIY,1 JOSE

MEN AND THESE
INFIDELITY

From time immemorial
women have always been
blamed for broken homes.
How often do we blame women
for breaking away from their
men during friendship or mar­
riage? How often do we find
them justified in the moves
they made.

The women are termed the
weaker sex, as the first woman
was made from a rib from the
man's side. Since creation the

thing to him apart from her
being his incubator, he could
eat in the girlfriend house. If
the wife protests at anytime
for his lateness home, she gets
some light beating.

The women suffer in the
hands of our men's infidelity,
negligence, disregard and what
have you. The lack of under­
standing and homeliness lead
the women to the extreme,
somo jump out of the home not
asking for divorce.

woman was placed under the
man, and she should not claim
equality with the man despite
up movements, women can ne­
ver gain equality with men until
they pass on the pains of child­
birth to men.

In Nigeria today, the women
are ten times more than the men
They have the upper hand. They
sell like hot cakes as they are in
great demand. This gives our
men a fair ground to maltreat
the women. "My wife could go,
there are thousands and one
women in the town who will
be very happy if I want them.''
This is what a friend said when
I asked him to leave his girlfri­
end as he was married. How
peaceful will this home be when
the man is just keeping it
because the wife did not pro­
test against his waywardness.

-His wife does not mean any-

The unmarried girls fall easy
prey to men to win their daily
bread and save for their costly
wooden shoes. They flirt with
the married husbands who want
up-to-date women and cannot
make their wives up-to-date.
The girls are ready for the men
once they are assured of their
expenses being paid. Some
daft men even go as far as
tempting married women out
of their homes. How mean!
Bastards.

The men by all means aro
instrumental in breaking up
homes. If your woman misbe­
haves, calm her down, talk to
her she will listen. It is your na­
me she answersnot vise verso.
Do not take for granted that
she is of the weaker sex and
must be trodden upon. Afterall,
anybody can be a bread winner.

________________□ □  □
SEX EDUCATION
IN NIGERIA

Sex education in Nigeria
have stirred intense debate bet­
ween doctors, lawyers, poli­
ticians, teachers etc. It is being
pressed that abortion and pro­
stitution should be legalised;
in the same school is the birth
control gospel, perhaps tomor­
row it will be in circulation
the hippie creed-free sex any­
where, which without doubt
will amount to the total elimi­
nation of a few words from
our present dictionary. Such
words like marriage, father,
mother, sister, brother and of
course prostitute or bastard;
no monogamy. It will be a

period of our unification with
out brethren of the animal
kingdom. Eventually by the
period I contemplate, it will be
proved that we are living in
a more natural mode where
rape should not be abhored
and like "no need to bother
over what to wear,” so says,
the Bible. It is a pity I have
turned you a bit from our major
topic, let us concentrate then
on the topic-Sex Education.

You may start to wonder what
need we have to discuss this
seemingly burning issue-An ans­
wer to such question you'll find
yourself. It is supposed to be a
matter of Biological Science to be
directed by a doctor or a social one
for the Sociologist, thus it may be 

perverse here or deemed irrelevant
but this most crucial point of
today's social life or what you
may call marriage depends on this
minute sphere of our existence.
In the lime-light of civilisation we
tend to enjoy but hate the ill-fate
ofsex. Education today has become
an activity of the social being and
this has brought about widerknow-
ledge in place of the odd scrap
knowledge of former time, may be
'cause education and training
are in the hands of government
our towns are not healthy, roads
not safe, no order or beauty, the
air is fumigated with odious gases.
the roads are] choked. Greater
part of the knowledge are greatly
got through obscene literature, films
a nd travels.

No doubt ••omething is lacking,
our prison cells are filled. There is
great increase in psychiatric cases
while bastardly gains more popu­
lation every hour. All types of
sexual crimes aro meted out daily,
venereal diseases become more
rampant though we camouflage
them. Inspite of these, religionists
fill the air with their preaching of
Amagadom. Yet when one gives a
critical analysis of the present
society, he is termed eitherarchaic
or indecent. Virtually, morals are
against the law of civilisation.
No one tries to be on the safe side.
What is gainful in modern civilisa­
tion is the confrontation of what
maybe troublingourwishful desire.
Permit me to say that today our
major worries and desires are alie­
nated to sex, so are the preoccu­
pation of children. This notwith­
standing, we deny knowledge or
the sex fire that should burn in us
because we pretend it does no
exist and feel to be sexual being
and this is where our clear decen
society fails for we grow up eac
one of us trying a means to io
well. There was a time when t
word itself was a taboo. As a man
of fact we cannot comprehend •
like the black magician, who s Y
the more you look the less you
the question is what is Sex?

In the remote past years ,n^'*
sphere of the globe sex
described as a dirty word, y
man could not settle down
a good job once a |y
entered his blood stream and pt
no woman can ever be happy ® ws
she be in love. Who know
then how happy we must
existed in our span or uro nS
we had been taught simple a|
of allowing the love and sex pp
in us to flow in a clear m
  D
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Stage veteran Hubert Ogunde

STAGE PERSONALITIES

M Y
STRUGGLES:

HUBERT OGUNDE

Hubert Adedeji Ogunde
is a living legend. It is
yet to be seen whether his
followers intend making
him a deity. Like people
guarding the treasure of
a nation, Ogunde’s fo­
llowers made it quite a
task for one to come clo­
ser to the stage persona­
lity. When eventually he
was cornered, Ogunde’s
demeanour was that of a
modest, cheerful and well-
informed man. His life
struggles which he narra­
ted to the New Era was
a profile in determination
fuelled by talent.
OGUNDE'S INHERITED TALENT

I inherited my stage talent
from my mother's parents. My
grandfather was Babalawo
(a diviner). He was versed in
occultism and organised mas­
querade performances. Thus, I
was initiated into many cults at
an early age. I played truant
in my school days running away
from classes to join the mas-
?i,®rad0S’ That was the year
1931 and I was then fourteen

o,d' hav*ng been born in
?• I7 ^5. °.sosa' f°ur miles to
Ijebu Ode in the Western State
of Nigeria.

My father, Mr Jeremaiah De-
hinbo Ogunde was an evange­
list of the Baptist Church. He
was among the first students
«LBa£i st Stminary Ogbomo-
sho. My mother, Eunice Owo-
de’voTed °Unde Was a,so vory

F°UR PRI.MARY SCHOOLS
My father s missionary duties

the'Mhsr°k h'T from one town ,o
™ , ma?e " lmP°ssible for
™h ’° Comple,a mV elementary
school career at a station.

rny elementaryS^opl, ^h!ch was the only educa-
four hrtd«'n 1932' a,ter attending
’?uhr . different schools. Saint
Hmtsrh S=ho°L Os°sa, was my
African °sJhnd| "Y '?St was Wasimi
Atrican School, Ijebu Ode after I
Pfe andh?°ledoat BaP,ist school
Lagos Pe,ars Scho°'- Faii.

I became a wage earner in 19^?
when I took to teaching. | was
then earning the handsome sTm

— (Please Turn Over)
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WITH A CAPITAL OF £9
I quit the police force in 1946

and turned professional in the
stage business. With a capital of
£9 (N18) which was all I could
save, I bought some equipment.
It was an uphill task gathering
people to join my troupe. My
parents thought it was sheer mad­
ness to allow their children take
concert-acting as their profession.
However, I managed to assemble
the first troupe and presented the
play 'King Solomon'. I toured
many parts of the country to
present this play and the reaction of
the audience was favourable My
plays have been drawing sizable
audiences since I began staging
shows but the strength of the
audience depends on the nature
of the play being presented.

After the general strike of 1945,1
staged a play 'Strike and Hunger'
which became a hit with the indi­
genous population while the colo­
nial masters thought the play was
inciting the people to riot. When
I took the play to the Northern
Region in 1946, I was arrested
and prosecuted in Jos. The £200
fine imposed on me was paid by
the Yoruba community in Jos,
but may troupe was banned from
performing in the North. I also

Ogunde playing the role of Alhaji while one of his wives plays Ha/ia in the play Fatimah
(OGUNDE Continued)
of ten shillings a month. In those
days, a policeman was an attractive
sight; his well-ironed uniform and
the authority he wielded gave the
clarion call to many youths. I left
the teaching field and joined the
police force in 1940. During my
years with the force, I was staging
dramas on part-time bases.

My first play was 'Garden of
Eden'inJune1933. Itwas followed
by 'Africa and God,' staged in
September of the same year.

ILA A WASAN OLYMPIC NA GARU MUNICH
________________ (Somo dagg bayd\
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Time for traditional dances: male members of the troupe take the floor.

during the Western Nigeria crises
when I staged the play 'Yoruba
Ronu'. Most of my plays have been
warmly received by the public
but I regard as my hit plays 'King
Solomon,' 'Strike and Hunger,' Yo­
ruba Ronu.' and 'Ayomo,' I have
also waxed many numbers in Yoru­
ba language and these include
Orilonishe, Onijonimi, Eiyeire and
Yeyemi. Many of my records are
still in great demand.
THIRTY YEARS ON STAGE

In June 1974, I shall be celebra­
ting my thirty years on the stage. It
has been a long way since June
1944 when I came out with my
curtain raiser—'Garden of Eden’.
It has also been an interesting pe­
riod. I have had the opportunity of
making many friends and seeing
many parts of the world. At the
early stage of my profession, my
W|’le1and 1 toured Britain, France
and Italy to get acquainted with

My trOUPe WaS
196R S1q96.K Ca"adian Expo. In
„„„°769' the military government
sponsored my troupe—forty in
oIE„brenr~'V,i,a'n and ,he test
and n,?P were wel1 received
acclZ Parfotmances were widelyacclaimed by the British and world

lam now 56 years old.
* am married to many
*« and h a v e many

and T- My two s<>ns
and three daughters are
among my troupe while
canJ? ar® Pursuing their
folw J,fe> 1 am looking
forward to the World
fonnk rArtS festival and
eti" rafter tha»> I shall

reja?n T the stag® a"d
role T°n'{-a supervisory
now ILa°mk'ng back t0 k
all NiIa™ver* grateful to
ners wh auS and foreig-"tmB± have raade my
lruggles worthwhile.
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As the automobi­
le man entered the
stage to dance, the
music’s tune and
tempo were altered
and from the musi­
cians vocals came
incantations in pra-
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This assertion
was painfully reali­
sed by a young
mechanic during
one of the perfor­
mances of Juju
musician Isiah Ke-
hinde Dairo. The
youngman w hose
profession is to re­
pair ailing automo­
biles did some
repairs on the mu­
sician’s vehicle and
received the sum of
two naira for his
skill and efforts.
But his relief was
short-lived.

But the praises
heaped on him
were not in dreams
and the youngman
found himself jum­
ping from phantasy

ise of the motor
mechanic. The
youngman was labe-
lled the managing
director of motor
companies (not only
a company). He re­
ceived praises a s
the innovator of
N i g e r i a’s gro­
wing mechanical
revolution. In his
day-dreams, this
fellow must have
seen himself in the
seat of a managing
director.

LA A WAS AN OLYMPIC NA GARU MUNICH
___________________ (Somo daea baya)—— 1 ■" --------;

[stage personalities
into the world of
quasi-reality. So
elated was he that
he pasted the two
naira on the musi­
cian’s face and
added one naira
some minutes later.
After the dance, the
true p osi t ion da­
wned on the young
man; he was still a
motor mechanic.
This is always the
pattern where I. K.
Dairo is rendering
his juju numbers.
His music produces
ecstasy among his
audience.

isiah Kehindo Dairo has been
many things in his life-
was a barber, a carpente•
Osomalo (trader on native a
ses), but it was as a
that he found wealth, fame
name. Born 43 years afiI
Ijebu Ijesha in Western j
of Nigeria, I. K-Da.ro
with music in his early
He was only fifteen when,
other kids and playing t v0
Symbos and Shekere ( .
maraccas), he welcome
diers coming back from g
Hitlerite war of 1945. R0 r0.
that moment, I- K- urSvealed: "We were only ama

I. K. DAIRO
THE TYCOON
MUSICIAN
A Juju musician is
apparently the only
one who could eat
his cake and have it.

Dangani
Fasfot din:
libai ne,
aure. Kur
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'■ K- Dairo: 1 was once a Barber



I. K. Dairo vacating his Juju numbers

and our music was only symbo­
lic since it was for tho welco­
ming ceremony."

He continued, "I wont to
Ede town whoro I was trained as
a barber and lator as a trader.
Life was really hard for mo. I
still had interest in music which
I inherited from my maternal
side. Many people from my
mother's area were musicians.''

Isaiah Kehindo Dairo left Ede.
for Ibadan. At Ibadan, he worked
under the University as an appren­
tice carpenter and played part
time music with Ojuge Daniel's
band. "I formed my own group the
'Morning Star Orchestra' in 1954
and the group's members were
mainly Ibos and Yorubas. We
were playing small jigs but the
band later disbanded."

Cairo left Ibadan in 1957 and
arrived in Ijebu Ijesha with only
a guitar. He gathered new members
and revived the 'Morning Star
Orchestra'. His first rise to lime­
light came when the Western Ni­
gerian Television Service invited
him to feature in their series.
Commented Dairo; "Mine was the
JPJ.N’QBrian band to appear on the
ka NjT‘V' ll was there that mY

ano s present name was adopted
when television executives Mr.

, ac0reg°r and Mr. Adebochanged
Xna?e 'Blue SPot Band "
hare; r0cording juju num-fe,1" -958' One°’his numbers
over PPed the charts for
hits am6’c!e?r'. Amon0 his other
Tute el° Mu Tule' and Elele

cnn^fnv Ni0erians have been so
& ,hat ,h?v ">aa'dad
no-goods "Bvar-d°-™lls and
British r? y'/han ln 1963. the
in he?iUPen nc'udadDai'o-sname
many ovl°f M'BE' recaipients,
many In?! Aere raised- To
throne wll rds from ,he British
'n selects? ,or d'9n',ar'0s
Kahinde Dairo h!dS- r lsiah
‘OP and h?d cl,rnbed to the

mamed a dignitary there.

I. K. Dairo is either too modest or
he is a difficult man to deal with.
He is- always withdrawn when
asked of his family. "Let's not
discuss that,” And on the number
of children he has: "Just say I am
a married man blessed with child­
ren."

The juju maestro went to Lagos
in 1965 and based permanently
there. Between 1965 and 1970,
his numbers flooded the music
market. Aakad-to comment on tec
seeming dedthe since the dawn
of the seventies, Dairo replied;
"It was once rumoured that my
band was disbanded end that I
was no.more active. But they all
got me throng. My band was intact
but I was on business trip to many
European countries. Lack of ade­
quate publicity fostered these ru­
mours."

The juju market is now a hot
scene. Since the rise of I. K. Dairo
to stardom, many musicians have
invaded the juju scene and some
have made their marks. Riding
the crest now are such household
names like Ebenezer Obey, Sunny
Ade and Prince Adekunle. Com­
menting on these musicians, Kehin-
de Dairo stated that every star
in the music scene has his time.
"There was a time when I stayed
on top for five years. It may be
other people's time now. I am
not ready to say who is on top
now. The public has to decide
that." I. K. Dairo refused to con­
firm that he is the father of modern
juju music. "It may be said that
I am the first juju musician who used
his money constructively. Before
my time, musicians were known to
be drunkards, and spendthrifts. But
I presented a new face when I
used my money in constructing
buildings and buying vehicles".

Isiah Kehinde Dairo must be the
envy of many other musicians.
His complete set of instruments
which include modern stereos were
designed for him by the Yamaha
Company of Japan. The equipment
is modestly assesed to be over

Dairo is reputed
to bethe most wide­
ly travelled musician
in Nigeria. He re­
presented Nigeria
at the Dakar festival
of Black music, and
the world festival of
music sponsored by
Yamaha Company
which was held in
Tokyo. He has tou­
red among other
places, Germany,
England, Dahomey
and Zaire. Dairo’s
new numbers inclu­
de ‘Director with
No Office’, ‘Second
All Africa Games’
and ‘Kano Airport
Disaster.’

On his future, I.
K. Dairo explained
to me that he would
continue with music
as long as he was
physically fit. This
is also the hope of
his many fansinside
and outside Nigeria
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ROTIMI IN NORTH

CENTRAL STATE.

During a recent visit to

the North Central State,

Brigadier Oluwole Rotimi

Military Governor of

Western State saw for

himself the development

strides being taken by

Abba Ks ari’s Government

He was also opportuned

to meet many natural
Brigadier Rotimi inspecting a guard of honour on his arrival at Kaduna AirportNan da
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Qluwole Rotimi with his host Abba Kyari visits the A. B U tana Here, they are at
the Engineering faculty
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Visit to historic places: The Emir of Daura escorts governors Rotimi and Abba Kyari
round the historic Kusugu well.

The Brigadier replying to an address of welcome.
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AT

K L Y
TECHNICAL CO.

MEET

CRANKSHAFT EXPERTS

WHO CAN

□ Regrind all types of Crankshaft

□ Rebour engine blocks

□ Turn all Metals

23/24 Galadima Road,
Sabon - Gari, Kano.



JOKES
A sixteen year old girl with unusual political consciousness was asked by

her teacher, “If you were a Prime Minister, which minister would you drop
in a cabinet reshuffle?”

She thought for a second and replied, “The one that criticises the press.”
“Well, which Prime Minister would you ask the people not to vote for?”

She thought for a while and replied, “The one that criticises the press.”
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An old politican was asked which was the quickest way to end a political
career “By constantly criticising the press,” he replied.

A young boy asked his father why the press reported all the bad things
said against it.

“In order to help the politicians out,” he answered.
Having nearly finished his after dinner speech, a politician asked a journa­

list sitting nearby.
"How do 1 end up”?

Criticise the Press ! he advised.

Send in Jokes to
New Era Magazine,
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government

Co/. David Bamigboye- "The action of Nigerian
University students against the proposed NYSC should
be condemned in its totality".

VERSUS

STUDENTS

n
Genera! Gowen. "We cannot afford the' ft

students' unrest in our country as ‘’e'W°nU'!a'n‘°'n,
other parts of the world". He described the action of the
students towards the NYSC idea as stupid and dec­
lared that the Federal Military Government would, m no
way, be intimidated by any act or threat .

“Violent^ Y' £ke‘ Federal Commissioner fox Education:
Ur*due h ae.monstrat'°ns by the students were based on
ed". and a Prejudgement of all the issues involv-
Peid ^6OCrit}ed the claim that each student would be

a month during the service as "ridiculous".

Alhaji T. A. Yakasai. "By resorting to violence the
students had shown that they were not prepared to
make the much-needed sacrifice which the nation ex­
pected from them".

N1SC
RUMPUS
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WHO IS THE NIGERIAN
YOUTH?
NYSC
RUMPUS

The idea of sending our
graduating students to work
in places other than their
place *of choice, was first
contained in the Head of
state's broadcast tothe Nation
last October. He said that
this should start with the
students graduating from our
Universities at the end of
this session, that is to say,
June 1973. This is a good
idea for it has been done
in other countries with suc­
cess and one can assume
that we can be successful
too in Nigeria. But one may
ask why do our University stu­
dents oppose it? Are our
University students selfish?

Dr KodiHnye, Vice-Chancellor U.N.
Nsukka.

To answer these questions,
one must study the progra­
mme itself and see whether
the country is ripe for the
Compulsory National Youth
Service.

The first question that comes
to mind after hearing the name of
the programme is; "Who is the
Nigerian Youth?" Could the
Nigerian Youths be only the
undergraduates? In our Univer­
sities today are men and women
who are 'old*. They had worked
for many years in the civil service
before getting admission into
the University through private
tuitions.
Some of them were teachers and
their students are now holding
posts in the army and in the

Dr. Ishaya Audu, Vice-Chancellor ABU. Zana.

key public sector. Some have
children as old as some of our
leaders. Then, can we say
that because these men and
women are in the University
they are 'Youths,' while their
lucky pupils who went to the
army, entered civil service, firms
and privatebusiness and are lucky
to be getting on well are their
elders? One may argue that the
army, the public service and
other sectors of our economy, are
part of the National service. But,
while this is true in other count­
ries, within the Nigerian context,
the 'National Youth Service
Corps,' it is not, as far as the
present definition can bear
meaning.

The army of a nation is to be
ever dedicated to active service.
Many Nigerian Youths, joined
the army to make or render this

onerous sacrifice. But the short
period of the civil war did not
allow many of these Youths
busting with life to give the
nation their best. Three years
after the civil war, the bulk of
the Nigerian Army is yet to find
avenues to serve the nation to
which they have taken solemn
vows of devoted and complete
service. .

Our civil service is nothing out
civil idleness. Appointments an
promotions depend not on wna
one can do, but on who on
knows. Houses built for low
income workers are being take
over by the high income workei’ .
Our male students who fimsn
secondary schools bribe heads
departments before getting emp­
loyment. Our Secondary School
girls on finishing have to fl‘v®
to heartless immoral bosses bo>
getting employment
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Alhaji Ado Bayero, Chancellor. U.N.N.

all Nigerians,
Nigeria for a
ones?

‘Nigeria should be a
place for
and not a
few lucky

Looking at the above, then
one could see that the country
is far from healthy and a thorough
spade work and razor blade
exercise is needed to run through
the entire fabric of tho nation.
The Nigerian undergraduate is the
least person to start with.

CAN THE YOUTH SERVICE
BRING ANY NATIONAL UNITY?

Before the civil war in Nigeria
there were many Northerners
m the South and several South­
erners in the North. So, if
working outside one's home can

nng the desired national unity,
•Qena should have been united

XJen. But ‘5 did not- The
in t?n0/act°r in Nigeria is not
auust0* aclc People working
oiiAiit tfie‘r homes but in the
Niasrin °f the 9°nera|itY of the
.de°0|"“nyS and lack of "a,i°"al

Can CM'.8trlarl knows ,ha’ he
if 5 wbat he deserves even
to hnin k.re,atlve is not there
a Godfat!!m throU0h, i. e. ''having°dfather ln the circle that

matters," he would not be triba-
listic. But, if our civil service
and the private sectors continue
to work the way they do pre­
sently, a thousand years of
National Service cannot change
our destiny.

WHAT HOPE REMAINS?

The army promised to eradicate
corruption on coming to power.

They are trying very hard to
uproot the vice but it is a
difficult task.

It is good that the head of State
hasbrought the idea of thenational
service. It is the right time for
it but it should cover more than
the insignificant percentage of
our population passing out of our
Universities, to cover the whole
Nation. All Nigerians need to
be nationally orientated to make
Nigeria healthy.

We are not the first country
to start this, for when Cuba had
hers, General Castro led the
work on the Sugarcane planta­
tions. And when Tanzania had
hers, President Nyerere went
from village to village on foot,
enlightening villagers on the need
of national feeling and dedication.

Today, bribery and corruption
is a thing less practiced in the
high quarters in Cuba and Tan­
zania.

Chief Awolowo, Chancellor University of Ife.

All of us can go to the National
Service and return without getting
any change in us until there
is a National ideology. We have
seen what Leninist ideology
has done to Russia, Maoist
to China and Muhammadan to
Arabia. The Federal Military
Government should give us one
that will really forge the nation
into a true nation before we
embark on a compulsory national
youth Service The National
Youth serviqe should have an aim
and the only way to achieve
this theory is to get it summa­
rised in an ideology which we
can work towards it.

WHAT COMES AFTER THE
NATIONAL SERVICE?

The good foundation expected
to be laid by the National Service
cannot stand if not followed by
socio-economic reforms. These
reforms should be included in our
educational system. The educ­
ational system should be prepared
on a way that will suit the needs
if the nation. Children should
learn to respect our National
ideology and education should
be free at all levels.

This will allow the poor Nigerians
to send their children to school
and also make Nigerians feel
that they are not only brothers
but none of them is born to ride
on the other. The special sch­
ools meant for the children of the
rich should be abolished.
Nigeria should be a place for
all Nigerians, and not a Nigeria
of a few lucky ones.
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NYSC RUMPUS

PENETRATING
INSIGHT INTO
YOUTH SERVICE
CORPS

In any nation there are two
groups of people-tho old and
the youth though the line of
demarcation between the two
is blurred. Both of them
according to modern psycho­
logy are equally intelligent but
differ in their emotions. And
it is this emotional difference
that has created misunder­
standing, discrimination and
suspicion between them. For
instance, while it is univer­
sally asserted that the old are
a conservative lot, the youths
are branded revolutionary,
erratic, irrational and hence
dangerous. There is some
element of truth in this, but
it is not devoid of generalisa­
tions and bias.

In my view, one is indispen­
sable to the other, no matter
from what perspective one
looks at it. The old though de­
clining in physique has a stack
of experiences which could be
valuable to the revolutionary
youth without whom political,
economic and social emanci­
pation of the nation remains
oblique. For any nation to
modernise and maintain her
social stability, she needs the
interdisciplinary approach of
the radicalism of the youth
upon the matrix of the con­
servatism of the old. In other

DR. AZIKIWE
Chancellor University of Lagos

BY
BABA OCHA!

words, the old constitute the
wheels and youth the cog of
modernisation and unless
the wheel and the cog move
together, there would be
mechanical wobbling or resis­
tance. which could result in
the retardation of the whole
process.

Viewing the youth as a vangu­
ard of modernisation therefore, I
consider it necessary to define his
role and what factors could en­
hance or impede his efforts within
the framework of such a progra­
mme like the National Youth
Service Corps, which was anno­
unced b y our Head of State,
General Yakubu Gowon some
months ago. Since the announce­
ment many people have been-
clamouring, whispering and
gossiping about the feasibility or
non-feasibility of it. Some have
even been to the press to air their
own views. It is possible that
from such criticisms and gossips
many have been thrown into
confusion and a series of ques­
tions have posed in their minds.
Some may ask what is National
Youth Service Corp? When is it
expedient in the life of any one
nation ? Does such a service
necessarily need any background,
historical or otherwise? What of
the Nigerian case. Are the youths
willing to sacrifice or not.

In my own view. National Youth
Service Corps is nationalistic
feeling personified in action, and
its sole objective is to weld
homogeneity put of heterogenous
human and material resources
and values available within that
nation in the pursuit of higher
political, economic and social
stability. This is a functional defini­
tion which has geographical
variations according to the specific
needs of any one nation at a
particular time. For instance, the
idea of NYSC in some countries
could be to provide welfare
services only forthe citizens while

Prof. J. E. AJAYI,
Vice-Chancellor University of Lagos

aspirants

in other countries, it could be for
defence especially in times of
emergency or could be a com­
bination of the two as the case
may be.

Consider the case of the United
States of America, a country
famous for everything, ranging
from murder, conspiracy, racism
and juvenile deliquency to lunar
exploration. Despite the fact that
she enjoys high political stability
and economic boom, she is be­
lieved to have the greatest rate
of social instability in the world.
With this as a background, the
USA introduced a miniature or
NYSC known as selective pro­
gramme. According to this pro­
gramme all males between eign-
teen and twenty-five years wer
divided into classes as shown
below:-
Class 1

All able bodied youngmen
Class 11 itu

Able bodied youngmen wii"
religious bias

Class 111 , . _i|V
The mentally and physic
handicapped

Class 1V
All higher education
and teachers. -flS
According to these catergone •

class 1 was drafted 'nt0.
Americans called straight M1 e
Service, classes 11 and 11 •
given civilian jobs and cla . .a.
deferred in virtue of the conf
nee of higher education or
and the noble job of tne ft0r
(teachers) to the nation. his
graduation the first group r0Pt
class could still be drafted
those going for P0St'^L.it for
studies. The upper age in™ 9
the straight Military service
twenty-six. But as from J.uly oU|d
this straight Military service y
be replaced by Voluntary M
service.
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Demonstration showing dissatisfaction with the Youth Corps idea

Further scrutiny of the services
would show that their implementa­
tion was geared by such factors
like, the universal free primary
end secondary school education,
end with her giant population of
about 201 million, the country
had at her disposal a substantial
figure of University students who
constituted forty to fifty percent
of the population to be drafted
after graduation. From the struc­
ture of the programme itself, it
could be said that it wasn't neces­
sary for economic emancipation
as much as it was aimed at find­
ing solutions to social problems
by trying to find some appropriate
job for everyone in the society.
This was well intended from the
beginning but this had been abus­
ed already since it had assumed
racial connotation especially agai­
nst the black who for instance,

*1?. obout three-quarters of
6 USA fighting forces in Vietnam.
THE CASE OF CHINA: China

■ on6,orm of NYSC whichnnfJQtlu6 t0 .ber own domestic
mnhin’ .ere is a evolution and8J±at,O" ,n evorY sector for
and fm’.cdovelopment, defence
or n^C,al-stQbility. It lacks sex
everv?iud .crimination' that i s
sation ' Vs an obj°ct of rnobili-OqTand ®a<* force is well
The T , ?nd S0lf. dependent.
'ts own r °»S V'beration Army has
which :Jactor,es Qnd farms from

•t manufactures its own

emergency com-

youth and the

  

equipment such as uniforms, bags.
The ideology of this could be found
in one of Mao Tsetung’s revolu­
tionary axioms. "We have our
army for fighting as well as for
labour". As I said above the
programme is all inclusive hence
University students are well
integrated into it.

A close look at the background
of this programme reveals that
such factors like educational
systqm with a theory-work
orientation is indispensable in the

mobilisation. Each has to serve in
the Army or a para-military Unit
undertaking National p r o j e c t
between two to three years. As
in China, this programme was
geared toward economic deve­
lopment, defence, political and
social stability. Needless to say
that its success lay in the matrix
of universally free and uniform
education which provoked a
foeling of priviledged-equality and
inhibited indifferences.

wars I and 11, _ ---- .
polled Britain to conscript all
able-bodies, the youth and the
aged alike. While some served as
infantrymen, others were drafted
into other jobs. Despite its all­
inclusiveness h o w e v e r, the
mechanical approach to the whole
programme exposed the lower
classes to physical danger which
later breed sentiment and apathy.

THE CASE OF U.S.S.R. In the
U.S.S.R. everybody-male or fema­
le, old or young is an object of

In this practical-oriented curriculum university
students are known to construct buildings tor the univer­
sity as part of their projects. Another factor contribu­
ting to the success of the programme besides the
educational system and the universal incubency of it
upon everybody, is a universally free, uniform education
in the country.
execution and success of the
project. Most universities and
echnological institutions for exam­
ple, have no laboratories on their
campuses.

Students normally go to the
factories and farm institutes to
carry out their demonstrations.

THE CASE OF BRITAIN: Britain
also undertook NYSC which
included everybody except under­
graduates and post-graduates who
were deferred until after their stu­
dies. After graduation, each had to
serve two years. During the world


