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inadvertent and any embarrassment caused el-Zakzaky 
as a result is regretted.

In the last cover story I gave the first name of el- 
Zakzaky, the leader of the Muslim Brothers, as Moham­
med. This was -wrong. His name is Ibrahim. The error was

hey are not the sole clamourers for additions, 
states, but right now they are easily the loudest 
Indeed it seems they rekindled the latest spate 
of demands. We are of course talking about the 

Igbos or at least their spokesmen. Rightly or wrongly they 
have come to believe that they are yet to be fully’ reinte 
grated into the country's political economy following 
their Biafran misadventure. For evidence they say among 
other things, that they have been short-changed in the dis­
tribution of the number of states.

Whether this feeling of relative alienation is accurate 
or not, we thought it was worth looking into. And so we 
sent out Isaac Umunna, Ike Okonta, Bolaji Adebiyi, 
Yinka Telia, Aluko Akinyele and Samson Ojo to talk to 
a cross section of Nigerians to gauge their feelings on the 
issue. The most unmistakable thing -was clearly the depth 
of how the Igbos feel about their place in Nigerian politics 
and economics. Tell them that the average Igbo is no 
worse off than the average Hausa, Birom, Yoruba or what­
ever, and y’ou get a look which tells you to "go tell it to the 
marines".

Citizen does not think more states would serve the 
nation any good or that it is a definitive solution to the 
ethnic problem. Indeed with so much left to do in the 
transition programme and with so little in the kitty, it is a 
wonder that the authorities seems to encourage the clam­
our. Even then far be it for us to denv a whole community 
the expression of their feelings, right or wrong.
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Financial Tinies and 
Nigeria

continent, depending 
view the situation.

This time around, the new form 
of colonisation is being achieved 
with aid and loans. We now need

Project etc. to rescue our people 
from the clutches of death (AIDS,

|double space and addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G.ll Ungw 
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on how you

Ali Kolo 
Maiduguri 

-------------------------------------- -© 

The conquerers are 
back

Sir
The "whiteman" came and 

colonised the continent of Africa 
and achieved this with the help of 
the guns. During those years of colo­
nisation, the continent and its 
people were subjected to various 
forms of degradation to the extent of 
making us beast of burden. How­
ever, the wise "whiteman" of today 
has thrown away the guns, but is 
now back to colonise us again or has ...w
already done so in some parts of the credit the credibility of Newswatch., 

j are based on three assumptions:
a) that Etim Anim, Newswatch. 

Senior Associate Editor and a senior 
member of the NUJ did not travel to

UNICEF, WHO, UNDP, Hunger cover "Confessions of a Coup Plot­
ter". It was alleged that Newswatch. 
may have paid 5,000.00 Naira for the

Sir
Following the reactions of the 

Financial Times of London,the Brit­
ish and the Nigerian governments 
regarding the Keeling affair, there is 
a need for more explanation.

The federal government of 
Nigeria would do justice to its im­
age by telling us who are against the 
aluminium smelter plant which the 
government is very much interested 
in, being a key to its economic 
progress.We also require to know 
how much was spent on the OAU 
Abuja 1991 summit even though 
about eighty percent of the alleged 
amount spent for the hosting of the 
summit was on the Nigerian soil. 
However, I believe any amount of 
money spent on ECOMOG and Si­
erra Leone is a military secret and 
must remain so.

Malaria, Cholera) poverty, hunger, 
illiteracy etc. Again, we need loans 
from IMF and the World Bank (a) to 
build hospitals, buy drugs and 
equipment, (b) to provide education 
for all by the year 2000, (c) for other 
developmental projects such as 
roads, housing, energy, agriculture, 
environment etc.

Because of this, we now receive 
orders from aid donor countries as 
to the types of governments, eco­
nomic policies, educational systems 
we should install, before we qualify 
for loans and aid. The results is that 
we have once more lost our sover­
eignty and are now economically 
dependant on loans and aid.

Lawai G. Hassan 
Sokoto

-----------------------------------------—©

Newswatch palaver
Sir

The entire members of the Ni­
geria Union of journalists, NUJ, 
Newswatch chapel view with utter 
dismay recent efforts by a section of 
the press to tarnish the image of 
Newswatch.

TTs

story
b) that the man the Newswatch 

interviewed was either a con man or 
a mad man.

c) that Cote d' Ivoire could not 
be a haven for wanted dissidents.

However, evidence made avail­
able to security agencies, and ad­
duced in the Newswatch edition of 
July 22,1991, have shown that Anim 
was in Cote d' Ivoire at the time the 
interview took place. We are yet to 
be shown evidence by the section of 
the Nigerian press which has been 
making the allegations that 
Okekumatalor is indeed a madman 
or a con-artist, and that he is the 
same man alleged to have been vis­
iting media houses to sell a fake 
coup story.

Despite all the proof to the au­
thenticity of the Newswatch inter­
view with the suspected coup plot­
ter, our colleagues in other media 
houses have continued their cam­
paign of calumny against the maga­
zine.

The identical stories which 
have been published in some publi­
cations show that there is a gang-up 
against Newswatch magazine. The 
tape allegedly in the possession of 
Fred Chijuka, army public relations 
officer was passed on to him by a 
media organisation. We are con­
vinced that these stories and the 
tape in Chijuka's possession are for 
inciting the security people against 
Newswatch. Even the ethics commit­
tee of the Lagos state council which 
should act as an umpire in the mat­
ter has already taken sides. The 
committee's letter inviting Anim to 
appear before it has already con­
cluded that the interview did not. 
take place.

We feel disturbed by the impli­
cations of this unholy development 

Cote d' Ivoire for the magazine for our noble profession.
Chris Uroh and 

Nats Onoja Agbo 
Lagos.
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h economic period; a situation that

and innovative management.

^Assures are already in place to turn the5 ^"nd in keeping with the exigencies of 
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scurc » ugh privatisation and on self 
“ and Industtv
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- Always meeting the challenges of the times.

Nigeria. UAC pioneered Nigeria’s mdustnalisation 
programme and has ever since maintained its 
leadership position.

The cor 
ing as wel 
Africa.

This is in addition to running the most modern 
toiletries factory in the continent. Our food 
processing factories have satisfied the requirements 
of many homes.

UAC through its Federated Motor Industries has 
given a boost to the mass transit programme. UAC 
has an excellent reputation for her high quality 
textiles. The company's earth-moving caterpillar 
equipment have given support to the nation’s 
agriculture and construction industries The electro­
nic and airconditioner business of the company 
service many homes and offices.

In spite of the current difficulties. Nigeria does 
have an important incentive though. Given the new 
concerted effort to turn the economy round, the 
good times seem not too far off.
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This stinking loot
omething akin to the fate of BCC 
International is happening right here 

home. Police investigations have led 
to the closure of three investment firms in 
Rivers and Bendel States and the prosecution 
before a special military court, of officials of 
one of them. Their offence is that their 
operations contravened the nation's banking 
law.

No doubt, the story of Resources Managers 
Limited, based in Port Harcourt, the Rivers 
State capital, is the most dramatic if only for 
the size of money involved — some 330 
million Naira. According to a statement 
which the state government gave to the press 
last week, the police recovered 82.2 million 
Naira from the companies strong rooms, 47.2

The angry Igbos
V\ n ne insist that no more states should be 
v'/W/ created in Nigeria, for Igbos or for 
13 VJ anyone else. That said, we concede 

that the Igbo anger in this matter is not 
without basis. It is truly ironical that the 
eastern minorities, who made up one-thirds 
the population of the former Eastern Region, 
have three states while the Igbos have two. 
Igbos now say they are "truncated" into two 
states and they want up to five more, given 
their population. We fear, however, that 
population is not the only factor in state 
creation, nor even is it an important one. If it 
were, the Hausas may as well say they are 
condensed in large states such as Kano and 
Sokoto and demand ten more. Nor is 
numerical imbalance between states a

million Naira from Umanah E. Umanah, its 
managing director's bank account and 
another 196.8 million Naira "deposited in the 
name of the company."

The trial of Umanah and five 
accomplices by the special military 
tribunal on the recovery of public properly 
began on July 31, exactly two months after 
their arrest on May 20. All comments will have 
to wait till a later date. But the events leading 
to the exposure of this "Port Harcourt 
moneyman" have raised certain issues that 
must be mentioned.

First, Resources Managers appealed 
strongly to the public because it offered a 60% 
interest on 30-day deposits. The orthodox 
banks can only give a meagre 17 and a half

determine it. In no case is the equality of states 
applied as an absolute principle; other factors 
are always considered, or should be. Besides, 
civil servants and ministers are not 
everything; the appointment of presidents 
and military service chiefs has nothing to do 
with number of states. Under conditions of 
military rule, a small group that is well 
represented in the officer corps will influence 
the regime more than a large group. Under 
civilian rule, the way a group plays its political 
cards is most important; thus, it could be that 
the Angas influence a regime more than the 
Hausa, or the Ibibio more than the Igbo, 
number of states notwithstanding.

The Igbos ought to be happy with their 
prominent role in the economy, civil service, 

uniquely Nigerian problem, since California professions,artsandsports.lntermsofoverall
has twenty times the population of Arkansas allocations of material resources, influence, 
and Russia has fifty times the population of power and status, these arc more important 
Latvia. that the number of ministers or allocations

We concede that, in Nigeria, the use of from the federation account. Even if the Igbo 
slates as the basis for revenue allocation, civil case for states is water-tight, not every 
service recruitment, scholarship awards, historical wrong can be righted. Besides, we 
school quotas and ministerial appointments do not expect ethnicity to dominate Nigerian 
makes a difference. But while the number of politics forever. In some years to come, 
states owned by any group will influence its Nigerian politics should be rid of the phrases 
political power, it docs not altogether "Hausa states" and "Igbo states".
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apartheid stew — the racist constitution — 
stands unsuspended.

Appropriately, Nigeria's President 
Ibrahim Babangida, current OAU chairman, 
on July 11, came out to sharply criticise the 
lifting of sanctions that followed the cosmetic 
change. He therefore went ahead to summon 
the ad hoc committee to Abuja.

Realising that the blacks have to first put 
their house in order, agreement was reached 
during thead hoc conference to convenean all­
party conference to unify the liberation 
movements into a single Patriotic Front.

The OAU chairman was mandated to 
undertake diplomatic initiatives to mobilise 
the support of countries and international 
bodies. Nigeria's external affairs minister, it is 
understood, will soon be shuttling around the 
globe.

Clearly no chances can be taken. With the 
revelations of the secret funding of the Zulu 
Inkatha Freedom Party and its affiliate trade 
unions to disorganise the ANC and foment 
township violence, while he was ostensibly 
engaged in dismantling apartheid. President 
Frederick de Klerk of South Africa has shown 
that he can not be trusted. Especially since 
what he has so far done is not irreversible.

If he wishes to be taken seriously again, he 
should suspend the racist constitution and 
agree to set up the interim administration that 
will finish the demolition of apartheid. 
Otherwise the ANC, PAC and others should 
just oil their guns.

re.-, sc easily take advantage of.
Third, and perhaps the most disturbing is 

the calibre of people who patronised 
Resources Managers. It does not matter that 
the police and U ma nah have given different 
figures of the depositors. What is mo*e 
revealing come from the statement by the 
Rivers State Government. It said Resources 
Managers's depositors included ' members of 
the armed forces, the police, civil servants, 
judges and magistrates...."

Umanah's group is being tries by a 
tribunal made up of people, whose colleagues 
at one-time provided Resources Managers 
and Umanah the money that set him up in 
this illegal business. What a pity: 

OAU ad-hoc summit
he summit meeting of the 
Organisation of African Unity, OAU.
Ad hoc committee on South Africa 

’•■•as summoned to its first meeting last 
week. It met in Abuja last week at the 
instance of General Babangida to prepare 
Africa's response to the decision bv the 
outside world to lift the many tvpes of 
sanctions imposed on South Africa as 
punishment for Apartheid.

In quick succession, South Africa's 
president F.W. de Klerk repealed some of 
the more obnoxious racist legislations. The 
notorious Group Areas Act. the population 
Registration Act and the Lands Act were 
swept away. And almost immediately the 
United States announced its readiness to lift 
economic sanctions. The International 
Olympic Committee and other world 
sporting bodies announced an end to the 
boycott of South Africa. This was followed 
by a similar decision by Japan and Australia 
and it threatened to become a bandwagon. 
And it alarmed the rest of Africa for a 
number of reasons.

Though the symbolic laws have largely 
been swept aside, the equally dreaded 
Internal Security Act and other no less 
important pillars and legislations of 
apartheid remain in force. Political 
prisoners have not been released as 
demanded by the African National 
Congress and indeed as it should be. WorsT 
of all the most important ingredient in the

pclire.lt
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of the Organisation of African

a

de Klerk had taken them by 
surprise. When the third pillar came 
down, there was continent-wide 
ecstasy. Everyone cheered and

wild and later settled to get, 
understand savour its new freedom. 
Then it turned on Gorbachev 
himself. The midwife of a 
motherless child must have carried 
the pregnancy — even if only in 
arrears. Revolts and riots spread 
throughout the Soviet Union, to be 
succeeded by change and more 
change.

Then it came to Africa, and 
people rose up against those who 
had no welcome to overstay — 
Africa's leaders who either rigged, 
shot, or somehow found, their way 
to power and immediate, unending 
despotism. Slowly and with varying applauded — the saviour had come.

Citizen, August 5,1991

down — on the head of a speechless
African leadership class. This class 
of course trades with South Africa at
night and condemns it by day. But crime that they themselves commit, 

i/i—u u u.. internal security act is
everywhere — and so are political 
prisoners. A case of pot calling kettle 
white. Yeah and de Klerk is white, 
you know.

degrees of resistance each one of 
them gave in or gave his detractors 
in depending on what chance he 
got. Naturally the wind of change 
continued to blow — to the land 
where it was most needed. Where 
there were two sets (three sets) of 
human beings — human beings, 
(human beans), and human bins.

rz=3rederick W. de Klerk came 
j onto the scene at a time when 

U South Africa was desperately 
looking for change — change in its 
leadership (its president Pik Botha 
had just had a stroke that paralysed 
him) and change in its social set up 
(sanctions, having been tightened, 
were biting and black liberation 
fighters were getting bolder and 
more sophisticated). And so de 
Klerk came with the promise to 
change. And changed South Africa 
he did.

But change was in the air all over 
the world. It all began much earlier 
than Gorbachev — he was himself 
reacting to a new situation he had no 
hand in creating, but the credit now 
all belonged to him. He cut the Unity, OAU. They applauded as de 
tether on Eastern Europe. It went Klerk began his demolition job. 
...:u —i i_i__ ——*■ One pillar of apartheid came 

down. There was silence all over 
Africa. There must be a catch 
somewhere and so many did not 
believe the change could come so 
suddenly — and apparently 
unforced by direct, recognisable 
violence. The second pillar came South Africa's jails", 
down — on the head of a speechless De Klerk is

Whites in Africa do eat beans and 
put their trash in bins, don't they? . ~

In South Africa the only change longer lease of life. It must die. De 
the majority experienced was in vi—v ---- —
their imagination. Many must have 
imagined that a day would come 
when they could travel, or own land 
or settle down in their place of 
choice in their country.

Such a land certainly needed 
change — and must have it. De 
Klerk came with it; or in, it came 
with de Klerk. But unlike the change 
in Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union 
and much of Africa, the wind of 
change blowing over South Africa 
had a second set of midwives — 
Africa's leaders under the auspices definition, that is. It was followed by

japan and Australia The European 
Community was fondling its 
sanctions lever when the OAU 
smelled danger. Stop it, its Ad hoc 
meeting advised.

"The Internal Security Act is still 
in place. It deprives blacks of 
freedom", the adhoc committee 
reminded the world. "And there are 
many political prisoners still in 
Smith Afriri'r I-SU"

more intelligent than 
we all think. He has forced African 
governments to charge him with a

The question to ask is, "Who did 
he save — the Afrikaancrs, the 
blacks or the corporate being of 
South Africa?" The time of ecstasy 
was certainly not the time for 
thinking. Borders began to open and 
South Africa began to shed its 
pariah status and got ready to apply 
for membership of the OAU.

Then the South Africans 
admitted funding Inkatha Freedom 
Party of Mangdsuthu Buthelezi, the 
Zulu chief. Wow! The blacks are still 
at daggers drawn, killing each 
other. But so they are! And that's 
bad enough but not good enough 
reason for Apartheid to get any

Klerk lost credibility, no doubt, as 
he had been caught speaking with 
tongue in cheek, saying "Yes" and 
"No" at one and the same time.

African leaders quickly 
remembered that de Klerk had 
forgotten to repeal the Internal 
Security Act and release political 
prisoners. The United States, 
arguing perhaps correctly that the 
term "political prisoner" is subject 
to varying definitions, lifted 
economic sanctions. Those released 
by de Klerk had satisfied its own
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States creation

Igbos are angry
ar.

Chief

men

; ^^-hstandsoutasthe 
°nly senous Igboman in

• the fray. Even then, the 
business mogul and

i newspaper publisher 
t^ces a bigger chunk of 

i the support he enjoys to 
outside Igboland. 
G°mg by his testimony

Ibiam and Zik (right), grand old 
oflgbopolitics______

cress for "damages.”

--- his numerous tnsrvieMs win 
ioumausts. he eniiys more suppm 
freer the Middle Belt and fzrXuu 
than his kinsmen. Add to cat 
the fact that no pnnmaert 
madmcrxi ru=r _-. .go tunc basso 
far imitated the Ocmi or Ife ,«h> 
advocats a Third Republic ^bnda

president) by calling for the choice 
of an Igboman as the country’s next 
leader, and the picture becomes 
clearer.

The Igbo people are presently 
preoccupied with a different kind of 
’•war" They want President 
Babangida to create three more 
states out of the Igbo-speaking area

Citizen. August 5,1991
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Okadigbo: We want justice

"Two m©r@ is the minimum for equity" — Ojufcwu

definitely they

Igbos into the 
mainstream of Nigerian 
politics and economics. 
Some say they have not 
It 0 0 •• 1 1 «■

i=Tf—i he on-going campaign for at 
0 least three additional states in
U Igboland is a direct product

them to release their 
resourcefulness and patriotic spirit 
for the genuine progress of this 
country".

completely.
In the half an hour or 

so interview he gave us 
Chief Emeka Ojukwu, 
the Ikemba of Nncwi, 
was his usual articulate 

drove up to his gate off self. Excerpts:- 
the posh Queens Drive, 
Ikoyi, and sent in our 
business cards. He 
promptly sent word back 
lbat he had no 
appointment with us and 
so would not see us. We 
persisted and he 

Citizen. August 5,1991

of the country before he hands over 
power in 1992. "The Igbos", Dr. 
Mike Ogbalu, a former World 
Health Organisation official and 
currently a full-time politician 
seeking to govern Anambra State on 
the platform of the NRC, told Citizen 
in Enugu, "are a severely 
marginalised group, the most 
marginalised people in the country 
today". According to Ogbalu, 'the 
Igbos were before the Nigerian civil 
war, entitled to about one-fourth of 
the national cake but now get less 
than half of what the Hausa/Fulani 
and the Yoruba, the two other major 
ethnic groups in the country each 
gets, despite the fact that the Igbo 
people constitute about 25 percent 
of Nigeria's population. By 
Ogbalu's calculations, only the 
provision of a 10 billion Naira 
special fund for the rehabilitation of 
the former Eastern Nigeria and the 
creation of three more states for the 
Igbos "can give the people a strong 
sense of belonging and motivate

At first he would not 
talk to us because we had 
apparently breached 
protocol. As his personal 
assistant explained to us, 
the usual thing is for 
senior editors of a 
publication to seek 
audience with the Chief 
and discuss parameters 
for an interview and then 
book a date. His P.A. had 
given us the impression 
we had an appointment 
for 31/7/91. To the Chief, 
however, it must have 
seemed that we simply

aspects to it. I am here, I 
am talking to you in 
Lagos. That in itself, 

----- , is 
positive proof of the 
reintegration of Igbos.

’ various |

Citizen: There are two c 
contending views about ] 
the issue if integration of reintegration of the Igbos 

into the into the mainstream of
Nigerian livelihood, 
society or togetherness, 1 
will say that there are 

been fully integrated two... definitely two

— indeed, the main product, of the 
perceived feeling of 
marginalisation being haboured by 
the Igbos. In Anambra and Imo 
states for example, the current 
feeling is that almost every single 
problem that has afflicted the 
Igboman since he fought, and lost 
the civil war in 1970 is as a result of 
the fact that unlike his Hausa/ 
Fulani counterparts, he has only 
two states to call his own. In the 
Igbo-speaking areas of Bendel and 
Rivers states as well, the dominant 
feeling seem to be "seek ye first 
more states and every other thing 
will be added unto you."

"The tragedy," said a group of 
seven young generation Igbo 
lawyers in a recent memo addressed 
to President Babangida "lies in the 
fact that everything from revenue 

* allocation, employment in federal 
service, admission into the upper’ 
chamber of parliament is based 
largely on a quota system that 
anchors on equality of states,

your ownWhat is 
position? 
Ojukwu: First of all, 1 
would like to thank you 
for considering me 
worthy of such an 
interview. To take the 
question that you have theyarenotasmanyasthe I 
posed about^ , the Igbos would wish. At the 

same bme I would look at 
lhe entire security 
complex and say to you 
that at the highest point 
the Igbos are not as well 
represented as

relented, somewhat. 
O.k., he would see us to 
exchange greetings, his 
assistant said, but no 
interviews. However 
when we were ushered 
into his living room --- z a -r------- mt vailUUS

dominated by Bianca culminating in Chief Alex Sabon-Garis of the North
Onoh's huge portrait — Ekwueme's Vice- again symbolically
and we explained our Presidency and even indicate this
predicament, he relented Ukiwc's Vice-Presidency. reintegration. 1 can
completely. What is your own continue giving a

catalogue of such but then 
I would on the other side I 
could say to you also that 
when 1 look at the list of 
say Federal Permanent 
Secretaries, I find that

while some people like 
your former deputy, 
General Effiong, say the _ ------
Igbos have actually been though symbolic, 
fully integrated starting p~“:— - -
with the implementation r ’ ' u_____
of the three Rs and The people in the

talking to you in
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North 
Indeed to

T-3 he question some are asking 
I is, why have Igbos chosen to 
I isolate the issue of inadequate 

states and direct all their energies at 
it, instead of equally tackling the

I
I as an Igboman. Whatever 
j is being d°ne you can say 

to me we are moving fast 
; but to Igbos it is not 
! fastenough, because what 
j we want is fu!!

Shehu Shagari, is that states provid­
access to opportunities. Saw 
Okad igbo, "Everything is shared 
the basis of states." Simila 
sentiments have been expressed b;

this Nigerian solution, 
independence was 
delayed some what. So 
that we can all go 
together. What the Igbos 
are looking at today, and 
what they are suffering 
doesn't matter, you can 
say it is wrong cause, 
anything you like to say, 
the fact is that one-quarter 
of Nigeria feels it does not 
fully belong. It is the duty 
of the rest of Nigeria to 
make them feel that they 
belong. There are 
precedents. We know 
how to solve inadequate- 
representation and fears 
of a group. We've done it 
before, we would like to 
see it done again.
Citizen: Thank you sir. It 
looks like one solution 
that has been offered at 
least for now is this issue 
of states.
Ojukwu: There is no 
problem that is subject to 
just one solution. The 
question of states: There is 
no doubt that the basic 
structure of Nigeria is

"Two states for a people of more 
than 30 million," said the newbreec 
barristers, "is grossly inadequate 
Other groups within the federation, ol 
about the same population have nol 
less than four states." 
other facets of their perceived 
marginalisation? The answer, 
according to Dr. Chuba Okadigbo, a 
prominent Igbo politician and 
former political adviser to President

— including acceptance, 
T *------ full 

integration. We would 
like to feel we belong, we 
would like to feel we are 
not being suspected. 
These are the things and I 
tell you this is not an 
impossible dream. 11 is not 
am impossible dream 
because in the year 1956 
when we were discussing 
independence, I 
remember that the North 
had certain fears. It is not 
for us to say whether the 
fears are justified or not. 
Once in a polity a large 
group of people have a 
fear you should look into 
it. The North had a fear 
that they were not fully 
represented in the Federal 
Civil Service. A Nigerian 
solution was found. 
People were recruited 
specially fed into the 
Federal Public Service, 
those already there were 
promoted — given 
double promotion if 
necessary to give the 
North a sense of security.

accommodate

making competition for 
employment and admission into 
federal institutions the fiercest 
nationwide." This group, made up 
of Chudi Offodile, Emeka Asuzu, 
Robert Nnana Kalu, Oke Okoye, 
Dozie Ike, Sunny Ugwu and Obi 
Nwankwo, claimed that by being 
squeezed into two states, the Igbo 
people have suffered consistent 
deprivation for the past twenty-four 
years. Speaking in a similar vein, 
Chief Guy Ikokwu, a Lagos-based 
legal practitioner and a leading 
member of the proscribed Nigeria 
Peoples Party, estimates the total 
loss in Igboland, owing to the fact 
that the area was denied more 
states, at over 4 billion Naira in 
various forms of revenue allocation 
and distribution of amenities by the 
federal government in the last two 
years.

would wish - *i.J_dl..o 
the AFRC. Then, I could 
move from that and say to 
you that if you keep 
looking at various 
publications of the 
newspapers and so on 
you would find that there 
is still lingering the whole 
question of abandoned 
property in Lagos, in Port 
Harcourt and elsewhere. 
Again that could be 
negative of an integration 
because it is extremely 
difficult for a citizen to 
understand that he has 
been said to abandon his 
property in the polity of 
which he belongs. He is 
there. He is asking for it so 
therb is question of 
abandoning it. So, these 
are the ways of looking at 
it. Eemmm... and I must

• add also that my answer 
| cannot but bo subjective

several other commentators 
Among them are S. G. Ikoku, < 
veteran politician and economists 
well as Chief K. O. K. Onyioha 
founder of the Goaian Religion. Thi

disadvantageous to Igh 
aspirations, there is ni 
doubt about it. Take, fo 
example, I have talket 
about the security 
complex. Here is a peopl* 
who could talk about thei 
population vis-a-vis th' 
rest and indeed u 
structure could take car 
of one in four or indeei 
two in four or one i thre 
now facing a structure 
situation where they ar 
two in 21. That is on 
problem. The secon' 
problem is in a regio 
where there were a va! 
majority in the structui 
now finding themselvf 
two to three with the st 
called minority havin 
become the majority i 
structure. These ai 
things that worry th 
Igbos and this is why w 
all, every Igbo actuall 
irrespective of the od 
people you st 
opportunists who write! 
the newspapers one thir 
or the other. The Igbi 
believe very fervently th
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believe that their situation

to discuss 
because

to the war.
Then, there was this latest

adding, "assigning only two states 
to Igbos is against the spirit of 
equity, justice and fairplay."

diminished. We would 
like actually and in this 1 
am going beyond any 
mandate or any sort of 
consensus I have been 
part of, what we would 
like, what I would like, 
what Emeka Ojukwu 
would like to see is a 
conference where we set 
clearly the reasons for, the 
need for and the criteria 
for the creation of states, 
then set the modalities...

a

four portions out of say 30 
or 40 chuckles then the __________
effect of the four is totally move to set-up a national

Citizen, August 5,1991

> opulation is the main 
platform on which all the 

LI campaigners are basing their 
argument that Igbos deserve more 
than two out of the 21 states of the 
federation. Both the ten Igbo leaders 
and the seven new generation 
spokesmen developed this theory in 
their respective memos to the 
president. "Two states for a people 
of more than 30 million," said the 
newbreed barristers, "is grossly 
inadequate. Other groups within 
the federation, of about the same 
population have not less than four 
states." On their part, the ten Igbo 
elder statesmen regretted the short­
change of the Igbos in the calculus of 
states' creation, whereas the 1953

is a situation where their j 
country is a melting pot of 
all cultures. Hurrah, they 
are doing it to the 
satisfaction of their kin. 
Next door, the Canadians

same 
same 
They j 
‘ ' ja i

it suited and still suits the
people who call
themselves Americans, you citizenship 
By and large, Americans diminished t, 
believe that their situation moving from h

Igbo leaders who claimed to be 
acting on the mandate of the Igbo 
people, noted that states are the 
basis for revenue allocation, 
representation in the Nigerian 
Senate, National Council of States, 
Federal Executive Council, federal 
agencies and parastatals, industrial 
and agricultural sitings, even in the 
military. The group of ten elite Igbo 
agitators consisting Chief Sam 
Mbakwe, Chief Christian Onoh 
(both second republic governors), 

\ Dr. Pius Okigbo, Chief S. G. Ikoku, 
Obi C. Onwuachi, Chief Charles 
Abangwu, Chief Emma Adiele, 
Chief E. O. Efeizomor II, Dr. Chuba 
Okadigbo and Chief R. B. K. Okafor, 
therefore, argued that since it was 
manifestly clear that states are 
development centres, such 
development should be equitably 
spread across the national board,

conference. It came from 
the wrong end but then 
Nigerians as a people 
have never really faced 
each other to discuss and 
decide the type of society 
they want. It is inevitable 
if we are really going to go 
further. You know, look at 
all the countries of the 
world. The countries that 
have made something of 
their own polities are 
those countries that were 
formed on the basis of a 
dream, today, over two 
hundred years after, if 
you pick up the basic 
document of the 
American Union or 
Federation or call it what 
you may, as you read 
them you still get goose 

You are 
overwhelmed by the 
dream that founded 
America. And yet, of 
America is not perfect. But know what

have almost the 
problems, the 
composition. » 
believe there should be 
mosaic, each person I 
keeping his own culture I 
but being part of he | 
whole. And they are quite I 
happy in it too. Of course ; 
there are frictions here ’ 
and there... But what I I 
would like to see again in I 
that national conference is 
that we actually sit round I 
the table and discuss what j 
type of society we | 
Nigerians would want, i 
Most of the problems we 
are presently having 
actually derive from lack | 
of definition. Do you

—t you are? Are 
you a citizen of Nigeria or 
a citizen of you state? Can 
you citizenship be 

by your 
A to B or

Ikoku: Igbos deserve more

ten Igbo leaders who are in the 
forefront of the fight for more states 
for their people made the same 
point in their memo to the president 
and members of the Armed Forces 
Ruling Council. In the memo, the 

a lot of their problems 
would be solved in 
present-day Nigeria if 
instead of the two states— 
Anambra and Imo, there 
are four I know some 
people...
Citizen: Is that an 
absolute minimum — 
that is two more or...? 
Ojukwu: Emm... As far as 
we are concerned, it is the 
absolute minimum for 
equity in the present state 
of Nigeria. Of course, the Citizen: In other words, 
whole thing can be totally national conference 
eroded if in granting that, Ojukwu: Yes, a national 
elsewhere states are conference.
created in such a way as to Citizen: Basically
reduce the percentage, if addressed to the issue of 
you follow what I mean. states or....?
Because, okay, the Ojukwu: I would like us 
Igboman wants to go to to discuss everything 
the NDA, there are a because actually pimples, 
number ofplaces if he gets Nigerians have never, 
four portions out of 21 never actually been able to
portions, he is infinitely discuss their future. They 
better than getting two tried at the ad-hoc
portionsoutof21.Butifhe constitutional conference
now finds himself getting during the crisis leading
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industrial, 
technological

ihree states (Akwa Toom, Cross

The political bureau of 1987 
-under zir.e chairmanship of Dr. S. J.

By Mohammed Harui 
and Yinka Tel

everything I say, now we 
have even been looking 
out at the contents of what 
went on before, but if you 
noticed, since my return, I 
have been avoiding 
making comments about 
military disposition, 
except when I have said a 
thing a couple of times, 
that I would like to see 
more Generals Okonkwo, 
or Okeke or Okoro.
Citizen: Talk of Federal 
presence in term of 
industry in the East. 
Ojukwu: 1 come from a 
culture which is highly 

highly 
and 1 

believe that it would be 
better for Nigeria to 
prepare itself to exploit 
the talent of these people 
and it is better to 
maximise their effort in 
the service of Nigeria. If it 
is not done, you will find 
the maximisation of these 
talents being channelled 
with clandestinity 
because they can not be 
stooped anyway. It is 
unfortunate for many 
reasons, that one thinks of

Z'-’-.i-sy supported the case of Igbos 
fcr addirionai states, recommend-

COVER STOIT 
ir.g, on psge 179 section 10.071 of its 
repjr:,’:h=: --re i3tes shouldte 
creax-d in Iwolar.d "in theinteresa 
or ‘airplay and justice and IC 
reassure the Igbo that they have 
been fully reintegrated into te 
Nigerian, political scene and therekp 
end (their) profound sense cS 
frustration." There is however re 
consensus among Igbos on the 
number of new states they wa»« 
created for them. Some, such is 
Chief K O. K. Onyioha, ate 
demanding for no less than 5 ner 
states. That much, according to the 
Godianist, is the natural entitlemail 
of Igbos and “would be a true 
reflection of their numerical 
strength." A majority of the 
agitators, however, are calling for at 
least 3 new states, with Imo and

Citizen: You are talking of 
the Constituent
Assemblies.
Ojukwu: Yes, when you 
cite that as a discussion, 
who selected the people? 
Citizen: There re ere 
elections
Ojukwu: Yes, up to a 
point.
Citizen: But what of the 
first one in 1978?
Ojukwu: The first one 
wasn't too bad, but the 
thing to bear in mind, is 
that when their decisions 
become subject to veto, 
you are no longer there. 
Citizen: You have talked 
about the structure of the 
Federation itself, the 
representation of the 
Igbos at the summit at the 
top and so on. What if the 
reverse, that is the 
presence of the Federal 
might in Anambra and 
Imo.
Ojukwu: I have
deliberately avoided 
talking about that, 
because of my own 
antecedent, I would have 
wished other people to 
talk about it, 1 know

in crease and enhanced by 
your moving from A to B. 
We are talking of states; is 
it, is it economic viability, 
what is the purpose of it? 
Nobody really know, 
there are religions. The 
problem of religion, we 
have not really sat down 

; and faced each other to 
decided a consensus of the 
sort of limitations of 

| religious interests in our 
polity.
Citizen: But excuse me sir, 
but how is this different 
from the Constituent 
Assemblies we have had? 
Ojukwu: I suppose I will 
disappoint a lot of people. 
I came to be known in 

; Nigeria wearing a 
j uniform. I pride myself on 
; having been essentially an
• amateur in military 
matters and I wore 
uniform but 1 am a 
democrat. We have never 
really, had democratic 
discussions. You cannot 
have a good discussion

• with big brothers looking 
j over you shoulder; and 
j you know what I mean by 
I a big brother.

industries as things we 
just share across the 
board. 1 have alwayshdd 
a different notion, I 
believe that thelandspace 
of certain areas is a great 
national asset, and ii 
properly utilised, it could 
balance up the resource 
that same people an 
sitting on m their owr 
various areas, it is < 
question of blending- 
believe for example tha 
the Rivers or Bendel 
sitting on oil, have ever 
rights to sit on oil, God ha 
given it to them, it i 
primarily theirs and the 
use it in leverage for thei 
political position in th 
Nigerian Federatior 
Some will hav 
population, that they wi 
use also as leverage, son 
will have land space an 
mass agriculture whit 
they will use as leverag 
but let us try to help ar 
aim at gaining the overt 
benefit of Nigeria. This
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Okafor: Igbos more in number

the former

local
units of

s u b s t a n 
representation in other 
states of the federation 
whereas the Igbos have

Anambra being split into2 each 
and the Igbo-speaking people of 
Bendel State being carved out into a 
state.

in the armed forces, have only two states. The 
parastatals,

unvtable because of the 
revenue structure, we 
should have more 
governments as 
government?

region, i.e-

decades. The first shot was fired 
shortly after the civil war by 
agitators for Enugu or Wawa state. 
The movement germinated late in 
1970 and proved its seriousness just 
a few months later. In a 23- 
paragraph petition entitled: ESM 1/ 
1 dated March 20, 1971 and 
addressed to the then head of state 
General Yakubu Gowon, the group 
asked for a state of their own. Since 
then the demand for more states by 
Igbos has developed into something 
akin to the departing star in 
Christopher Okigbo's poem: "It 
comes and goes, leaving keen 
watchers of the political scene in the 
country wondering when next it 
will come again". But this time 
around, it seems as if the clamour for 
more states by Igbos is determined

play and equity are the 
issues raised before the 
nation (by the Igbos) and 
the arguments are 
unimpeachable. It is also 
been argued that the 
minorities in the North 
have invariably the same 
population with the 
Hausa/Fulani majority. 
They too have more than which invariably become 
four states. The minorities —• •
in the south with 
corresponding 
population to the Igbos, 
have more than four
states, but the Igbos again Okadigbo:- I am aware 

l-. -ri_? that there are a few
./ lazy 

elements who talk about

■■■ he demand for new states by
Igbos is not in any way a 

| recent phenomenon. Rather, 
it is a struggle that has spanned 2

Eastern Region, the Igbos 
constituted 68%, the 
remainder which have 
three states have 22%. 
This is manifestly 
preposterous, and clearly 
imbalance, that is a people 

zen zone 
are now a minority in that 
- region state wise, 

•s our argument 
my view can 

any logical 1

Fr-x\ r. Chuba Okadi- 
I )/ gbo, former 

political adviser 
to President Shehu 
Shagari and a prominent 
Igbo politician drafted 
the memorandum of 
demand for the creation 
of more states in the Igbo- 
speaking areas. He spoke

I with our senior 
correspondent, Bolaji 
Adebiyi last week on the 

new

Bis “war” — Okadigbo
Enugu, Anambra, Abia 
out of Imo State and 
Anioma out of Bendel 
State. Our argument is 
very clear. It is not a 
question of resolution of 
sub-ethnic problem but a 
question of the imbalance 
in the structure of the 
federation. It's a case of 

our senior structural imbalance in 
ispondent, Bolaji which the three major 

i—i rtn ihc ethnic formations in this
logic of these new country namely Hausa/ 
demands. Fulani, Yoruba and Igbos
Citizen.'- In the specific each have four states plus 
case of the Igbos, they are substantial 
complaining of uneven 
development and uneven 
access to the federal 
revenue and been consigned into only
bureaucracies. But can two states. That 
state creation resolve imbalance with its 
these problems? consequences in revenue
Okadigbo.-- Let's get this allocation, representation 
clear. The Igbos are ir. ‘.I.~ demanding for more parastatals, banks, other argument is that in a intellectual-ly' 
states, namely Wawa/ federally owned : -------

Citizen, August 5,1991

Ogbolu: Wants 10 billion Naira for 
the Igbos___________ 

“Only Babangida can end
institutions etc must be 
structurally redressed. 
That constitute a totally 
new form of state creation 
demand. So, the 
proportion comes in there 
(and) its a matter of fair 
play. Balance, justice, fair with 68% in gfv< 
nlav and eouitV are the arennwam;«

same t 
This is 
which in 
stand 
discussion..
Citizen:- What do you I 
think about the , 
suggestion that rather [ 
than create more states ■
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? ^pcc that its a post dvii 
’s£* phenomenon. That

zrszrarac 1&?3

2x* 32DG 
r. r= because it
:: "= ' 23SF.K 
pr:r zm- itwu 
s*rmg • .-.th the 

V»’e want a 
rot partial 

or gift. On 
is dear, 

' op mz x r : of nght
J . z. - '

c.’scti here in Bendel, 
S.-kcfr- Ovo, Kz, ara and

c>kuufgbo - Bendel has a 
ust cz sc for more states. It 
••.us 2 region and num- 
\ igerra. There are several 
c: hr.i c p ro bl ems in Bend el 
met require solution for 
which Amoma is one 
Their case is dear. As for 
the others I th irk when 
you tie developmental 
problems to state creation 
I think we ear begin to tali 
about other agents o' 
developments as < 
solution to the problem g 
underdevelopment it 
these areas of demand.

By Bolaji Adebiy

Citizen. August 5,199”

Cxtmo:> jrr asking 
for fire states. Is this 
negotiable? If they. give 
you one, will you occrpf?

Okcdigbo> Well it is 
cr.v a poor negotiator 
who goes and rejects a 
state because he wanted

pecple Izse saght of these 
things? Somebody was 
sz/.rz we shculd rave 
four hundred and fifry- 
three local govenurer.3 
or slates. I ±ink that is 
rubbish. Simply by 
swapping names does 
not change the stansdes. 
Besides, if you want to use 
local governments urats 
which you now want to 
call states, there is again 
the imbalance because 
there is no criterion for the 
creation of these units. So 
using local governments 
as units without looking 

i at the fundamental

rmeka C;ukwu

ar the psydndogicd ard

beer achieved. But row 
rhe structural matter 
remains. President 
Babangida will become 
historical if he can change

rhe states (Igbol in 
proportion to what the 
lobes require in the 
federation.. By doing this 
he would have ended mo

- - - : e -.- though

:■ ere - r z’ . jg it 

created others arc not 
these Jgbo zr.es? They

The demand for new states by Igbos is L’:Z 
not in any vray a recent phenomenon. :/yi 
Rather, it is a struggle that has spanned --"=y 
two decades. The first shot was fired T’: 
sb. c rtlv =f:er the civil war bv agitators for h. 7 
Hr.-yo or Wawa state. c ';=
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by the government and it is difficult 
to predict what will happen next. 
President Babangida, well known 
for his enormous dribbling skills, 
raised the hopes of agitators for new 
states to the high heavens late last 
May, when during a visit to his 
home state, Niger, he acknowled­
ged the legitimacy of the demand 
for new states, promising that the 
requests would be considered on 
merit if properly channelled. The 
statement represented a significant 
shift in policy by the government detour to the Anambra State 
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which, during the last state creation 
exercise in 1987, had ruled that no 
fresh clamour for states would be 
tolerated for the remainder of the 
transition to civil rule period.

Expectedly, the Minna 
declaration by the president sent 
state agitators scrambling for their 
drums, but before they could boat a 
tune in celebration, the government 
spoiled their party with Vice 
President Augustus Aikhomu's 
declaration in Owerri, Imo State, 
that the president had been 
misquoted.
Despite Aikhomu's dampener, 
however, the dominant feeling 
among pillars of the "more-states- 
for Igbos" campaign is that success 
is waiting at the comer. Even those 
who have a premonition that the big 
dream may not be realised in the 
lifespan of the present 
administration are not thinking of 
discardingtheir weapons of war. A 
prominent member of this camp is

I A

J!"?r' ■
! .
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The seeming unity Igbos are 
brandishing in their campaign for 
new states is, however, not entirely 
surprising. Going by hints dropped 
by the 10 Igbo leaders in their memo 
to the government, the unity is 
traceable to the common feeling 
among the agitators that it will be 
easier for Igbos to have their 
ambition for more states fulfilled 
under a military regime than in the 
in-coming civilian dispensation. So 
convinced of this are those in the 
forefront of the campaign that some 
of them are suggesting that the on­
going transition programme be 
tampered with if necessary to 
accommodate states creation by the 
Babangida regime. The 7 newbreed 
barristers purporting to speak for 
the younger generation of Igbos fall 
under this group. In their memo to 
the president, they sought to knock 
out the argument by some that it is 
too late in the transition programme 
to embark on states creation. The 
argument, said the seven, is 
preposterous, because "over 30 
million people believe, very 
strongly too, that states should be 
created now and nurtured into 
fruition by your (Babangida's) 
administration, even if it entails 
tinkering with the transition 
programme". v ■ •

bservers are, however, 
wondering if unanimity of 
purpose and aggressive 

drive for now states by Igbos will be 
enough to make their campaign 
bear the desired fruits. Already, ______________________
hopes have been raised and dashed ironsi: Decree 34, his greatest undoing

Reverend Hyde Onuaguluchi. The 
millionaire businessman and 
clergyman who built his shortlived 
NRC presidential nomination bid 
around a promise to fight the Igbo 
cause to a logical conclusion, has 
already given his word that if the 
NRC captures power at the centre 
come next year, the first thing he 
would do would be to ensure that 
Igbos get more states. Said 
Onuaguluchi, who made a tactical

|L,_ J
Babangida: Will he oblige? 

12,467,328; Western Nigeria 
11,950,502 and Lagos 1,443,568- 
While acknowledging that there 
was merit in the Igbo demand for 
more states, especially when it is 
considered that each of the Igbo 
states has more than doubled the 
population of Rivers and Cross 
River, Al-Bishak pointed out that 
Igbo leaders' claims of parity with 
the two other major ethnic groups in 
the country is not supported by 
documented statistical facts.

__J9 
governorship race three months 
ago: "The heat will be on us as soon 
as we get into power to create more 
states out of the present Anambra 
and Imo states... The first thing 
people like Hyde Onuaguluchi 
would start to pursue is the creation 
of more states in Anambra and 
Imo".

here are some, however, who 
are not persuaded by the Igbo 
argument that the group is at par 
with the Hausa/Fulani and the 
Yoruba in population. Argued Al 
Bishak, a columnist and member of 
the editorial board of the Daily 
Times, "as far back as 1933, the 
census of the entire nation was 
scored thus: Northern Nigeria — 
11.4 million; Eastern Nigeria — 4.3 
million; Western Nigeria including 
Midwest — 3.6 million and Lagos — 
0.216 million". Arguing further, Al- 
Bishak put the 1963 census figurd 
thus: Northern Nigeria — 
29,808,657; Eastern Nigeria —
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the Wawa clout in .Anambra State 
Chief R.B.K. Okafortold Citizen tha 
the controversy would not bi 
allowed to deflect the Igbo people': 
campaign for more states. "There i 
nothing surprising about politician 
saying Anambra North or Anambn 
South", said Oka for. "There is n< 
ethnic group that is static. The’

Citizen, August 5,199

F-rzs fee advent of fee second 
repfe 1. z has also pre ved a cog in fee 

reel or fee Igbo drive for mere 
sra=es. roUcwirg speculations fee: 
President Babangida has given the 
rod for the creation of Ebonyi State 
cat of Imo and Anambra, leading b 
agitators for the Wawa State

to fee area, a vfefee but discernible 
ma.dk ras emerged in fee hitherto 
solid and impregnable wall Citizen 
22 fe.ered fee: lead ers of the Anioma 
State movement, sensing that the 
Wawa and Abia lobby are getting 
the upper band, dispatched a high- 
powered delegation to Dodan 
Barracks in fee first week of July to 
press their case. Sources close to the 
movement informed Citizen that its 
leaders are banking on the support 
of the first lady, Mrs. Maryam 
Babangida who comes from Asaba, 
a key town in the Anioma area. Said 
our source, "we fully realise it will I 
be difficult for the Babangida • 
regime to create Delta and Anioma I from 1_  tzviua ans Anioma 1 
from Bendel, and Wawa and Abia I 
from Anambra and Imo I 
respectively. We are therefore u 
asking for two states, Anioma from 
Bendel and Wawa from Anambra".

^^hief Chris Okolie, publisher 
of Newbreea magazine and a 
prime mover of the Anioma 

State movement, told Citizen that 
the demand for Anioma State does 
not have anything to do with the 
Igbo cause. Said Okolie, "our

Ojukwu: Two is the minimum 
dispatched a memo to President 
Babangida arguing against the 
creation of the Ebonyi on the 
ground that it would give indigenes 
of the old Onitsha province the 
upper hand in Anambra State. 
Presently, the Wawa people 
(Anambra North) have more local 
governments than the south. Their
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answerable only to the federal government.

1

I

Faced with the unending demand for 
more states, some concerned Nigerians have 
floated the idea of abolishing the state 
structure altogether and making local 
government areas administrative units

programme. Uzamol counsels that 
the issue of state creation should not 
be considered a priority for now----
also argued that in the event of more 
states created in the Igbo-speaking

with in order to accommodate the 
creation of new states before 1992. 
"What I am suggesting is that the 
primaries for the governorship 
elections should take place in 
December and the elections in 
March 1992 to enable the federal 
government create states and that 
by December the states would have 
taken off and the new states would 
now have primaries and settle 
down to serious business".

____ -■ 1
___ create states in Bendel, Imo and
i. He Anambra states". On his part, R.B.K. 

Okafor argues that the transition 
programme should be tampered

already unsteady apple-cart?
By Isaac Umunna in Enugu, 

with Ike Okonta, Bolaji Adebiyi, 
Yinka Telia, Akin Aluko and 

------ Samson Ojo in Lagos

■a s the 1992 deadline draws 
/ tjk nearer'a" eyes are focused on 
f*■^President Babangida by state 
agitators and by-standers alike. Will 
the creation of new states turn out to 
be his parting gift to Nigerians? For 
Dr. Okadigbo, Babangida is the man 
of the moment, capable of 
permanently healing the still­
lingering wounds of the thirty- 
month civil war and thus endearing 
himself to the Igbo people for all 
eternity. The art of state creation is 
one that requires the surgeon's 
unerring precision, the diplomat's 
tact and the politician's gift for give 
and take. President Bcbcmgi-", 
master juggler par excellence, has 
displayed these rare gifts in the past, 
win :-->- ■. • ■■

must move, and when politicians j 
0 win elections, they set up f 

tabal or ethnic sentiments. Such 1 
"nS aS Anambra "south" and i 
"“resignsof mere euphoria 
“med by politicians who want to 
win elections, but this cannot have 
any effect on our goals".

Faced with the unending 
demand for more states, some 
concerned Nigerians have floated 

e idea of abolishing the state 
structure altogether and making 

cal government areas 
aaministrative units answerable 
on y to the federal government. Dr.

Momoh, a lecturer in the 
apartment of philosophy at the 

University of Lagos is a strong 
a vocate of this "novel" scheme. In 
Momoh's opinion, the creation of 
more states would not solve 
pun"?? Pr°hlems. Said the 

>n fact be abolished. We should have 
a two-tier system of government — 

e centre and the grassroots. States 
do not provide anything. We can?*^ 
without the third tier of corruption, |
inefficiency, incompetence, 
godlessness and embezzlement of 
Public funds".

Dr. Okadigbo however 
dismissed the suggestion as a 
product of intellectual laziness. 
According to Okadigbo, it was a 
similar suggestion which made 
Major General Aguiyi Ironsi enact 
Decree No. 34 of 1966 which 
declared Nigeria a unitary form of 
government and subsequently 
resulted in the three year civil war. 
Queried Okadigbo, "Why do 
People lose sight of these things? 
Where do they want to take this 
country to? Somebody was saying 
we should have four hundred and 
fifty-three local governments or 
states. I think that is rubbish. Simple 
swapping names does not change 
the statistics".

Dr. Razak Uzamol, a history 
teacher at Lagos State University is 
worried that any attempt by the 
Babangida administration to create 
more states before the 1992 deadline 
would disrupt the transition

Citizen, August 5,1991

Nwobodo: former Anambra State
governor

confusion will ensue, disrupting the and take. President Babangtda, 
___ _______ ___ l/- (nr a QTYinnth m-icfnr & .

area, the Federal Military 
Government would immediately 
be inundated with request for more 
states from other ethnic groups. 
'The implication will be definitely 

philosophy ‘teacher, "states should ?‘SaStr,0U?"' a. W0™d RaZak 
, ,, , __________Uzamol told Citizen. Other ethnic

groups will immediately demand 
for their own states and a state ofr 1

government's plan for a smooth 
transition to civil rule come 1992".

Igbo leaders think differently, Wiil he juggie"th7b2i,““ii“"’,'‘”k though. Says Newbreed's Okolie, this time to avniA WCl‘ en°U?h 
"We consider the issue of state upsetting the
creation more fundamental to the 
wholesomeness of the Nigerian 
nation than the transition 
programme. The military can in fact
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Governorship primaries
Many rivers to cross

NRC’s Ikimi: :stringent criteria adopted

the NRC, at least for now, seem to be 
in control of the situation. In an in­
terview last week, Doyin Okupe, the 
party's national publicity secretary 
told Citizen that all the aspirants 
would be made to pass through

will meet or. August 5 to consider 
fresh allegations which were re­
ceived ir. respect of a governorship 
aspirant who was tentatively 
cleared by the state governorship 
screening committee. Citizen also 
learnt that copies of petitions indict­
ing the aspirant are already in the 
possession of the National Electoral 
Commission the security agencies 
and top members of the NRC in the 
state.

While the SDP screening exer­
cise appear turbulent and chaotic,-

berof the screening committee, "the 
committee based its verdict on the 
information supplied by and on 
each of the aspirants". Citizen also 
reliably gathered that the executive 

ning committee of the Kwara State SDP

■

committee needed. Ajanaku was 
duly informed to shelve her ambi­
tion to contest for the governorship 
primaries on August 24.

The ambitions of 6 SDP gover­
norship aspirants also suffered a 
setback ir. Kwara State. Disqualified 
by the screening committee were 
Sunday Oiutimayin, Ayotemole 
Raji, Joe Olarogun, Isiaka Jimoh, SB. 
Adebayo and Usman Aiabi. The 6 
aspirants were variously accused of 
insubordination, indiscipline and 
disloyalty to the party. Said a mem-

Mar.v governorship aspirants fall by the wayside as the screening 
committee of both parties gets cracking

( -w-feg By 56=5 =- 
ken, p<„unars wr.c aspire

tx> public office are expected to be 
clear and beyond reproach- As the 
*he°two political parries began to 

trickle in last week however. it be­
came obvious that many a gover­
norship aspirant had a skeleton or 
rwo tucked away in his cupboard.

As the August 24 primaries 
inched nearer, the SDP ‘and NRC 
adopted stringent criteria to screen 
the teeming number of governor­
ship aspirants in the states. To be 
disqualified were aspirants who 
were discovered to have doubtful 
tax clearance certificates; indicted 
by negative reports compiled by the 
security agencies; unable to defend 
allegations levelled against them by 
petitioners; and unable to prefer 
evidence that they possess al! the 
credentials claimed in. their affida­
vit. Already, the 5-man screening 
committees of the SDP has wound 
up sittings in 18 stares and Abuja, 
and over 20 governorship aspirants 
face possible disqualification. A 
prominent causality is Titilayo 
Ajanaku, a governorship aspirant in 
Ogun State on the platform of the 
SDP. The 5-man screening commit­
tee had written to the Obafemi 
Awolowo University Teaching 
Hospital for information on 
Ajanaku who had worked in the 
hospital in the 70s. The Hospital au­
thorities promptly replied, stating 
that the governorship aspirant was 
indebted to Obafemi Awolowo 
University Teaching Hospital to the 
tune of 6,308 Naira being part of a 
car loan advanced her in 1977. 
was all the evidence the screening 

Citizen. August 5,1991
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A few aspirants have however come

Citizen, August 5,1991

By Ike Okonta with
Samson Ojo

out in support of immediate declara­
tion of assets, arguing that whoever 
offered himself for public office 
should be able to cope with the 
demands of such an office no matter 
how ridiculous they might seem.

While the screening 
criteria of both parties 
have been clearly stated 
and made public, some 
of the disqualified aspi­
rants have alleged, that 
the screening commit­
tees are less than fair

Kingibc of the SDP: 20 face possible disqualification 

rants in the two parties have started (aspirants) private bank

Kayode Ajala, a political science 
lecture at Lagos State University, 
(LASU), sees the introduction of 
screening committees as an indica­
tion of seriousness on the part of 
newbreed politicians. According to 
Ajala, the decision by the two parties 
to subject their prospective flagbear­
ers to critical scrutiny is in itself an 
evidence of political maturity. "Ni­
gerian politicians have come of age", 
Ajala told Citizen in his office last 
week. "During the First and Second 
Republics, nobody bothered about 
such things as social probity, ac­
countability and ethical behaviour. 
Now these issues are discussed and 
more importantly, politicians are 
taking them quite serious. This is as it 
should be".

If properly handled, the screen­
ing exercise could well turn out to be 
the stone that would kill two birds 
for the two parties. Not only would 
the number of governorship aspi­
rants be significantly reduced, the 
bad eggs among them would also be 
shown the door by the time the vari- 

1 ous screening committees are 
through.

screening committee are trusted 
party offidals. Moreover, they are 
mainly drawn from outside the state 
to avoid their being lobbied by aspi­
rants". Added Bosede Oshinowo, 
Lagos State NRC chairman, "the 
screening committee is not a com­
mittee of witch-hunters. If all the 
aspirants scale through the hurdles, 
then there would be no need to dis­
qualify them".

Disqualified governorship as­
pirants have the right to appeal to 
the state and national executive 
committees of the party. Until such 
appeals are disposed of, they re­
main aspirants as they may con­
tinue to campaign as if they are 
qualified. Exploiting this clause, 
some of the aspirants who were 
axed by the screening committees 
have taken their case to the state 
executive council of the parties. 
Others have queried the screening 
committee's move to pry into their

j-aSKSSE 
‘hat if allegations or petitions 
found any °f the asPirants was 
wouM SUStainable' aspirant 
fiS? tdU™matiCall’r be di“IuaIi- ■ed. Said Okupe, "5 members will 
be constituted in each state to per- 
ex™ .the Sslc Their ma'or dufyis ‘° 
X u he CTcdentia|s Of the aspi- 
ran * and consider all the petitions 
‘hat might have been alleged 
is«T H any Of the P^ons

XSXISS 
qwl^d0 PUbliC' S°me °f the dis- 
«U?^ed asPirants have alleged 
Icxjc Fk ° ^c5eenin8 committees are 

han fair in their reports, and in
?me cases, even biased. In Lagos 

ale for instance, reports that aspi-

.........................’ \ accounts.
Argued Isiaka Adeleke, an SDP 
governorship aspirant in Oyo State, 
"the exercise amounts to a rape on

lobbying members of the screening 
committee is making the rounds. 
Okupe however dismissed the alle- _______________
gations as baseless and without economic secrecy of the aspirants", 
foundation. 'The members of the / ' • ’ -—u
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Shehu of Borno El-Kanemi took port in a mini durbar tha 
toelcom&i the Presient to Maiduguri
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■ugatior. sbowec

ya - er from bcKBuyand ^xkssew 
2zxs> t: spammer.- respemrvey i_ 
from registry, Sve from ct-vese 
scx>rls 2nd rnree frmr persoeai 
ser-.nei are on their way oatc

staff affemed by the retirement flush 
shows that 10 persons from the 
depamment of student affairs, six 
from library services department;

employees who were said to be af­
fected by the age celling cr years of 
sente.

UNN
Go home, Profs

"NN sacks 30 professors

has accepted me im pending exs- 
cise in good faim and is bradng np 
for is ccnsequen. ces. The general be­
lief in the institution is that the nua 
retirement will not exercabaie ths 
problem if inadequate academic 
staff which is already ?aurting the 
country's citadels of learning due to 
the rising specme of brain dram.

Gozie, Arazu, UN’N's image 
maker, described the exercise as a 
"normal attrition" and “across 
board'’.

By Boony Okon ir. Nsuih

fhe President delivering an address

Ca=sa2iies of rite govemri-.g 
cocneri s si edgehan-—er include

sry 19 and 21 _____ _
?-.ad extensiw^y oo me prz*.tsimis 
oe ma Pensiens Am, esnatial. v, Sec- 
tx?n4 O)aod CZ)of decree~.J30.Ina __ _________________ _________________

President Babangida in Bomo Monday 22 25 Thursday Ju 

wnaty, 17 senior lecturers: several
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Governor Idris Garba's

Man of the moment Colonel Idris Garba

SUPPLEMENT ON KANO STATE

three years of progress 
Biodata 

icl Idris Garba was born to Abu 
lammed and Zainab Garba who 
' peasant farmers, on 6th July, 1947 

•Sulu in Lapai Local Government 
State, 
educated at Elementary Primary 
from January, 1954 to December, 

■ai Senior Primary School where he 
? primary education in 1962.

11

tember, 1979 to July, 1981. During this period between May 
and December, 1980 he served as the Company Com­
mander of 82 Infantry Battalion of UN1FIL, the United 
Nations Interim Forces in Lebanon.

After attending the Regiment/Battalion Com­
mander's course at the Nigerian Army School of Infantry, 
(NASI), Jaji in 1981, he was appointed the Commanding 
Officer of 342 Support Regiment, Zaria, where he was until 
November, 1983. On 5th December, 1983 he was elevated to 
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel and posted as Deputy De­
fence Adviser to the Nigerian Embassy in Moscow. He held 
this position till November, 1986 when he returned to 
Nigeria.

From December, 1986 to December, 1987, he was the 
Commanding Officer, Short Service Course Wing of the 
Nigerian Defence Academy, (NDA), Kaduna. While serv­
ing here, he was promoted to the rank of a full Colonel on 
1st October, 1987. It was also from this post at the Nigerian 
Defence Academy, that he was appointed Military Gover­
nor of Benue State and was sworn-in on 17th December, 
1987 by thepresident.On22nd December, 1987 he assumed 
duties as the 8th Governor of the state since its inception in 
1976.

He formally assumed duties as the 10th Governor of 
Kano State on Thursday, 4th August, 1988.

c
Area of I'

He
School, 
1959 an. 
compleu

Coi Idris Garba began his military train­
ing in Jar. «ry 1963 when he entered the Nigerian 
Military School, Zaria and on completion in 1967, 
he proceeded to the Nigerian Defence Academy, 
Kaduna. He was commissioned on November 20, 
1968 as a Second Lieutenant.

Immediately after commission, he was 
posted to the Infantry Division as a Troop Com­
mander in the 2nd Field Artillery Regiment, 
Onitsha, during the Nigerian Civil War. Between 
September, 1969 and the end of the war, he was the 
Commanding Officer of 2nd Field Artillery Regi­
ment (Rear) based in Ibadan.

He was promoted full Lieutenant on 18th July, 1970, 
after which event he proceeded to the Soviet Union for the 
Artillery Troop Commander's course from July, 1970 to 
September, 1971. On his return, he was appointed Battery 
Commander in Oyo where he served from September, 1971 
to October, 1973. During this period, he also attended the 
Young Officer's course. Shortly after this course, on March 
9, he was promoted to the rank of Captain.

In 1974, he moved from Oyo to Kaduna as Instructor at 
the Nigerian Army School of Artillery, (NASA). While still 
here, he attended theTechnical Gunnery course in Larkhill, 
Salisbury, United Kingdom from May to August 1975. He 
subsequently rose to become Chief Instructor, NASA, 
Kaduna before leaving in August 1976 to become the 
Commanding Officer of 36 Field Artillery Regiment, 
Bauchi. By December of the same year, he became a Major.

From Bauchi he attended the Field Artillery Officers' 
Advanced Course in Fortstill, Oklahoma, USA from June, 
1977 to February, 1978. On his return, he was made the 
Acting Divisional Artillery Commander, Jos from February 
to August, 1978.

Between August, 1978 and September, 1979, he was at 
the Command and Staff College, Jaji where he obtained his 
PSC qualification. At the end of his course he was appointed 
Commanding Officer, Heavy Artillery Regiment, from Sep- 
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te Library Board 

eaded by a Direc-

parastatals are.
• Kano 

head
» Kan- 

catic
• Kane 
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rectc

• Kant

Deputy Governor 

creating a formidable base 
for mass mobilisation and 
literacy.
The development of no­
madic education for both 
adults and children so that 
they can meaningfully 
contribute in the task of 
national development.

The responsibility for the attain­
ment of these goals is 

shared between different departments 
in the.lvfinistry of Education and a 
number of parastatals whose activities 
are coordinated by the Commissioner 
of Education.

KanoTBndgingthegap 
,he alarming gap >n lh® 
‘participation of girls and 
bovsinthesd'oo’s' 
Greater emphasis on Sa- 

„ „ and Technical Educa­
tion to s«ure formidable 
" anpower base for na- 

X' “>d 5UK dCVdOP- 
development of mass 

education with the aim of

The state educa­
tion policy
The general policy on education in 
Kano State is consistent with the New 
National Policy on Education. In fact 
Kano is one of the seven states in the 
federation that pioneered the imple­
mentation of the New National Policy 
on Education popularly referred to as 
the 6-3-3-4.

During the last three years of this 
administration, the ministry has been 
putting greater emphasis on the fol­
lowing as its priority.

1. Greater expansion of edu­
cation provisions to make 
it possible for all school­
age children to be brought 
within the fold of formal 
education;
Greater expansion of 
women education to close

.ano State Science 
nd Technical 
chools Board 

■- ?aded by an Ex­
ecutive Secretary. 
Kano State Schol­
arship Board 
headed by a Secre­
tary.
Kano State Pri­
mary Schools 
Management 
Board headed by a 
Chairman.
Kano State Col­
lege of Arts, Sci­
ence and Reme­
dial Studies 
headed by a Prin­
cipal.

-41 The progress, 
and achievements c

re assumption of off.ee bv the 
1 incumbent mnitarv governor 
X- Colonel Idris Garba, facili­

tated the rapid development of educa­
tion in Kano tnereby making it pos­
sible to estaolish more schools in the 
state- As a result of these development 
education in Kano State grew very 
rapidly to theextent that the state now 
boasts of 3,27 6 primary schools with 
over 20/XX) classrooms and an enrol­
ment of about 1,198,730 of which - 
406,453 are girls. Post Primary Institu- I 
tions have increased to 226 with I 
115,271 students in 1990. Staff strength I 
at post primary-level has risen to 5129 I 
by 1990. In addition to this, the state 
established a number of institutions of 
higher learning where students pur- I 
sue various academic and professional , 
courses. In fact the present military ad- ! 
ministration instituted a committee to 
study the possibility of the establish- ; 
ment of a state university.The commit- | 
te€ has since submitted its report 
whichwas further reviewed by aTech- 
nical committee.

SUPPLEMENT ON KANO STATE 

Parastatals
The effort of Ministry of Educa­

tion is supplemented by eight autono­
mous parastatals. Each of these paras­
tatals has a governing board and a 
chief executive who is its accounting 
officer having the general control of 
his capital and rccurrentaccounts.The

State Polytechnic 
by a Rector.
te College of Edu- 
.ded by a Provost.
e Agency for Mass

?. headed by a Di-

activities
: Alhaji Abba Abdullahi and achievements of both the

ministry and parastatals un­
der it have gone a long way to further 
enhance the development of educa­
tion in the state.For instance, the State Scholar­
ships Board had on record 8279 stu­
dents, 77 of whom were on overseas 
scholarship in the 1985/86, but by 
1989/90 session the number had risen 
to 10,882 students including 57 stu­
dents on overseas scholarships. The 
annual expenditure budgeted is 13.1 

million Naira.
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ture, and pathetic condition of pri­
mary school teachers. Its staff strength

institutions.
In 1988 and 1989 four additional

studies in general, hence the establish­
ment of Islamic Education Depart-

and Kumbotso campuses for Special 
training programmes to enable them 
obtain National Teachers Grade 11 
Certificate.

library 
made in 
1988, 3 
million

The 
increas 
reader

during the 1989/90 session, several 
referred grade II teachers have been

and Vocational Centres.
Individuals and organisations 

were mobilised to assist government 
in its educational endeavours, conse­
quently, various donations involving 
land, cash, instructional materials, in­
frastructural facilities and buses were 
received from communities, individu­
als and organisations.

Post Primary education
There has been a steady and re­

markable improvement in post pri­
mary education in the state since the 
inception of the present military ad­
ministration.

This general improvement in post

Major achievements
Colonel Idris Garba’s, major 

achievements have been in Education 
especially that of women. As a result 
of this, provision for girls education 
has become enormous and over­
stretched, thus making it mandatory

fact that, as a result of the expansion at 
the post primary level, the projected 
enrolment rate of primary school leav­
ers into post primary has since ex­

ices in educational institutions and to 
the general public cannot be over­
emphasised. This government is com­
mitted to the provision of divisional 
libraries at the local government areas 
and an ultra-modem library complex 
at the state headquarters. From 1988 to 
1989 a provision of 1.5 million Naira 
was made for the construction of five 
divisional libraries at Jahun, Ringim, 
Danbatta Birnin Kudu and Rano. 
Towards, on-going construction of 

plex, government had 
of 5.8 million Naira in 

'ion Naira in 1989 and 4 
a in 1990.
ry recorded tremendous 

its readership from 94,700 
985 to 650,000 in 1980.

SUPPLEMENT ON KANO STATE_______
was over 30,000 out of which 
26,000 are teachers.

During the boards's ten­
ure, a total of 391 classrooms 
blocks were rehabilitated 
while 150 new ones were con­
structed. Classroom furni­
ture worth over one million 
Naira was purchased and 
distributed to schools while 
the sum of 9 million Naira 
was spent on the purchase of 
exercise books, chalks, text 
books and other materials. i

In order to up-grade the 
standard of primary school 
teachers, a total of 578 teach­
ers were sponsored to in­
service training for various --------
professional courses in insti- 

ihc inception of the pres- tutions of higher learning. In addition,
■ 1 minicFrr»tir\n in 1 QRR j : lOOn/OA rnwnnl

Alhaji Ado Gwaram SMG

girls institutions and one for boys were 
opened at Danzomo, Danzabuwa, 
Kaugdma, Sani Mainagge and Ta- 

' rauni.
In spite of the dramatic increase in

I the number of girls institutions for 
boys within the last 3 years, demand 
for girls admission into post primary 
institutions continued to increase. 
Consequently in January, 1990,3 boys 
boarding institutions were converted 
to girls institutions at Gwaram, Garki 
and Dutse.

During the period under review, 
escalation in the cost of classroom fur­
niture prompted the Ministry to make 

primary education is indicated by the special request for a grant from Gov­
ernment for the repairs of broken fur­
niture in various schools in the state. 
Over 15,000 set of student desks and 
chairs were rehabilitated through di- 

ceeded the 50 percent envisaged in the rect labour by our Technical Colleges
programme. Thus the illiteracy rate ’ ” ' ~
which used to be as high as 95 percent 
has now been slashed to an estimated 
55 percent during the present military 
administration.

Male 
19881120 20,437 
1989 1000 19,550

The present military govi 
had over t^*° 
top priority by allocating the largest 
budget to Ministry of Education so as 
to raise its standards both in quality 
and quantity.

Primary education
During the last two years, the 

present military administration initi­
ated many policies to improve pri­
mary education. One of the prime 
innovations made by the government 
is the establishment of the (now de­
funct) Primary Schools Management cspixiaiiy ukk ui women. ms a result ,
Board in December, 1986. Its creation of this, provision for girls education ISlclITliC euUC3ul0n
was promoted by the deteriorating has become enormous and over- It is the deliberate policy of the
condition of primary education, the stretched, thus making it mandatory state government to encourage the
poor maintenance of school infrastruc- for the ministry to establish more girls development of Quranic and Islamic

■dministration in 1988, the 
ncy for Mass Education

hasintc nsified its programme through sent to the College of Education Gumel
which illiterate workers in Federal, 
State and Local Governments as well 
as the private sector are trained.

The Agency in collaboration with 
Directorate of Social Mobilisation 
(MAMSER) opened 1000 literacy 
classes with an enrolment of 25,458 
learners, 5,575 of these were female.

The table below shows the com­
parative enrolment from 1988 —1989: 
Year Class Enrolment

Female Total 
7,563 28,000 
5,447 25,005

/emment
the years, given education

budget to Ministry of Education
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. Commissioneriploits Alh Sagir Mohammed: Inform..

wth 
industrial pol-The commercial pos­

ture of Kano State
From the inception of the present 

administration the Ministry of Com­
merce, Industry and Co-operatives 
has recorded immense achievements 
in the following areas:

Industrial t
In view of the nc 

icy introduced by the .cd oral govern­
ment, the Industry Department has 
since directed its efforts towards giv­
ing the required assistanceand advice 
on how to exploit the incentives con­
tained in the policy documents. This is 
also paying off.

ment which is solely responsible for 
the development of Islamic Education 
in the state.

I1

Commerce Department
The zeal of promoting and sus­

taining the commercial posture of the 
state had been carried out through the 
famous Business Education Pro­
grammebeing run by this department. 
Thus, during the period under review 
the programme "Kasuwanci Da 
Sana'a" on television and another 
"Kasuwancin Zamani" a Radio pro­
gramme, were instrumental to achiev­
ing remarkable success more espe­
cially in enlightening the business 
community and the general public on 
privatisation exercise of the Federal 
government.

Similarly, the commerce depart­
ment organises the participation of the 
state government in both domestic 
and international trade fairs. Such par­
ticipations serve as a good forum 
through which the state commercial 
potentialities and investment oppor-

TTn pursuanceof its social policy, the 
■ Government made a provision of 

-J-L.1.165 million Naira in 1989 for the 
construction of twenty Quranic classes 
in the former twenty local government 
areas of the state. Most of the buildings 
were completed. Plans we also made 
to build the same classes in the newly 
created local government areas back 
in 1990. Theses are in addition to the 
existing Islamiyya and Quranic 
Schools in the state that enjoy annual 
grants from government.

In 1988 and 1989, 345,292.21 and 
1,756,172.15 Naira were spent on the 
construction of Quranic Schools.

to investors both within and outside 
the state. Thus, in November 1988, 
Kano State won second place position 
at the 9th Lagos International Trade

Fair. This spelt out the 
performance of the Minis­
try in the conduct and co­
ordinations of Kano State 
based companies at the 
trade fair. In its efforts to 
promote commercial ac­
tivities thereby achieving 
greater economic devel­
opment of the state, the 
Kano State, in 1989 allo­
cated portion of land to the 
Kano Chamber of Com­
merce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture to de­
velop as permanent trade 
fair site in the state.

Its export promotion 
unit vigorously exj * 
the available opportuni­
ties in the export sector with a view to 
enlightening and educating potential 
exporters in the state. Reliable data 
compiled on exportable items from the 
State serve as good reference sources. 
During the period under review, such 
information was disseminated to the 
world business community. The re­
sulting enquiries about export prod­
ucts from Kano State was impressive 
to the extent that it led to a number of 
companies in the stateexpanding their 
market outlets beyond the country's 
borders.

As a backup, the activities of the 
Committee on Adulterated Products 
is increasingly paying off as evidenced 
by increased general awareness of the 
possible effects of such products. 
Through several operations carried 
out in major markets in the state with a 
view to identifying and flushing out 
the sellers of such products, the com­
mittee had so far made a considerable 
impact.

An enhanced distribution net­
work serves the sale of petroleum 
products across the state. This was 
achieved through the combined ef­
forts of the states more than 120 sur­
face tank petroleum dealers, the major 
petroleum marketers and the inde- 

____ _ pendent petroleum markets in the 
tunities are constantly being exposed state- The state petroleum crisis man- 

:-- *•—agement committee works vigorously
to avert petroleum shortage in the 
state.

Lagos international Trade Industry Department

Pollution control
The potential danger posed on the 

environment by industrial wastes 
generated by industries in Kano has 
been a matter of concern to the depart­
ment. Thus, thedepartment in collabo­
ration with the State Environmental 
Protection Committee is working seri­
ously towards ensuring the proper 
disposal of industrial waste in the 
state.
Co-operative 
Department

During the period under review 
the department has been playing it's 
traditional role which aims, amongst 
others, at mobilising people to pool 
their resources together for the im­
provement and transformation of the 
economic resources of the state as well 
as enhancing the social well-being of 
the masses particularly the peasant 
farmers, artisan craftsmen and any 
others. Consequently, the Department 
has assisted in the formation and ef­
fected the registration of societies.

Citizen. August 5,1991
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Women in politics

High temperature

€

Citizen, August 5,1991

Mrs Madaki: Women 
deserve centre stage

They are tired of being shoved around they want 
the centre stage

tive participation in all spheres of 
development. In a paper titled 
Making Women Organisations an 
Effective Pressure Group For Mobi­
lisation and Development, Dr. Vic­
toria Nwigwe, the head of depart­
ment of French, Alvan Ikoku Col­
lege of Education, Owerri outlined 
various strategies for invigorating 
the grassroots women organisations. 
Dr. P.E.B. Uku, the Bendel State 
director of MAMSER threw a bright 
light on the cultural factors militat­
ing against women's active political 
participation. Oppressive widow­
hood practices, misinterpretation of 
religion and the traditional sociali­
sation system in various cultures 
featured in her paper titled Men's 
Perception of Women; Its Effects on 
National Development. My paper 
titled Mass Media Women and the 
Transition Programme, dwelt on the 
role women ought to play in the 
transition programme and what the 
media could do to promote the laud­
able campaign for political aware­
ness.

The National Population Com­
mission, NPC was ably represented 
by one of its commissioners, Hajiya 
Toma Ibrahim who presented a 
paper on the Role of Women in the 
91 Census.

In a five point communique 
issued at the end of the workshop 
the participants succinctly reflected 
the mood of the majority of women. 
They observed that multiplicity of 
women organisations exist at the 
grassroots level which serve as ini­
tiators of development programmes 
and organsofmassmobilisationand 
advocated greater interaction be­
tween these organisations and gov-

ot satisfied with the re- 
| x\l| sPonse womGn to the 

JL \] political stimuli, women 
organisations and agencies involved 
with the political transition pro­
gramme and the National Commis­
sion for Women, NCW rolled up 
their sleeves to get more women to 
participate actively in politics. The 
NCW has since sent directives to all 
the states to organise political aware­
ness rallies to enlighten women on 
the political programme and to en­
sure a massive turn out at the regis­
tration centres.

The tone of the rallies was virtu­
ally the same, why should women 
disenfranchise themselves by refus­
ing to register? Those who are not 
registered can not vote, why not 
exercise your right as a citizen and 
vote? The flurry of activities did not 
begin nor end with the rallies, two 
other political transition agencies 
were busy talking to women. The 
Cen tre for Democratic Studies, Abu ja 
in conjunction with NCW organised 
a dialogue with female political 
aspirants. The event proved to be a 
down-to-earth analysis of the prob­
lems facing the female politicians. 
Holding simultaneously with the 
Abuja talk-shop was the two-day 
National Workshop on Women and 
the Transition Programme organ­
ised by the MAMSER national head­
quarters, at the Plateau Hotel, Jos. 
The workshop drew participants 
from various women organisations 
across the country. The wife of the 
military governor of Plateau State, 
Mrs. Alice Madaki, was the guest of 
honour. In her speech to declare the 
workshop open, Mrs. Madaki urged 
women to brace themselves for ac-

emmental agencies involved in mass 
mobilisation.

On politics, the workshop noted 
with disappointment that few 
women are contesting elective posts 
despite the mobilisation pro­
grammes embarked upon by vari­
ous agencies. This they attributed to 
the dearth of financial resources and 
negative societal attitude to women's 
active political participation. The 
participants therefore recommended 
that mass mobilisation programmes 
should be targeted at men to ensure 
a replacement of age long prejudices 
against women with a liberal and 
supportive disposition.

The mass media was acknowl­
edged by participants as purveyors 
of societal change and the catalyst 
for information dissemination but 
they expressed their dismay at the 
media's negative portrayal of 
women and their activities. The 
workshop then urged media practi­
tioners to eschew sensationalism and 
portray women in their more posi­
tive roles.

The workshop also observed 
that politicisation of past census 
exercises had eroded the reliability 
and accuracy of the figuresand called 
on the national population commis­
sion to emphasise its demographic 
values of the society.

By Bilkisu Yusuf in Abuja
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Inkathagate which broke in South Africa last week deprived President 
F.W. de Klerk of what sympathy he had expected from African leaders 

who met in Abuja

30
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eaders of thel4 African 
countries that make up the 
OAU adhoc committee on 

Southern Africa rose from a 2-day 
mini-summit meeting in Abuja last 
week dashing what hope South 
African President F.W. de klerk 
might have been nursing of a soften­
ing of the African position on sanc­
tions against his country because of 
its apartheid policy. Indeed, Nige­
rian President Ibrahim Babangida 
who became chairman of OAU 
during the Abuja summit in June 
did hint that Mr. De Klerk would be 
encouraged along the path of de- 
mocratisation.

But in Abuja last week the 
mood was not that of appreciation 
for what the racist leader had done 
so far to dismantle apartheid but

Babangida: we want change in 
South Africa

change in the apartheid enclave was 
not yet irreversible. Its communique 
appealed to the U.S and Japan, 
which, too, has indicated its inten­
tion to drop some sanctions to keep 
the pressure on Mr. De Klerk to 
hasten the democratisation of his 
country.

Speaking on the subject on the 
first day of. the meeting, current 
OAU chairman, President 
Babangida said Africa was not ask­
ing those countries to support any­
thing strange to them. "What we 
seek from them", he said," ... is a 
commitment to support democratic 
change in South Africa and the sus­
tenance of our efforts to bring about 
that change". Later, away from the 
venue of the mini-summit,Nigeria's 
external affairs minister, Major- 
General (rtd) Ike Nwachukwu was 
to announce that the OAU would 
undertake "shuttle diplomacy" in 
the U.S, Japan and European Com­
munity countries to preach democ- 

«, Afr-iro ,f\Nr* chall ctq

round and speak to some leaders, 
for them to see that the values they 
uphold in their countries are 
brought to bear on South Africa", he 
said.

The Presidents who showed up 
in person in Abuja were Robert 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe, Yoweri 
Museveni (Uganda), Quett Masire 
(Botswana), Hassan Nwinyi (Tan­
zania), Antonio Montario (Cape 
Verde) and Kenneth Kaunda (Zam­
bia). Angola, Namibia and the 
Congo were represented by their 
foreign ministers.

By Tawey Zakka

i one of disgust over Inkathagate — 
» an exposure of a clandestine South 
i African government hand in the 

violence in the black townships. A 
communique which the African 
leaders issued at the end of the 
meeting said the scandalous fund­
ing of Inkatha Freedom Party, a rival 
black movement to fight the African 
National Congress, had "created a 
crisis of confidence, seriously 
threatening the process of change".

It said it was up to Mr. De Klerk 
to "rebuild confidence and 
promptly begin the process of nego­
tiation towards a new constitution 
which would lead to the establish­
ment of a democratic, non-racial 
government within a time frame to 
be agreed by all parties concerned". 
Specifically the adhoc committee

_ requested that a constituent assem­
bly and an interim government be 
elected as a first step.

The committee pledged to give 
25,000 American dollars (about 2.7 
million Naira) towards the hosting racy in South Africa. "We shall go 
of a conference of all anti-apartheid ------- 3 —3 —*’z'
movements inside South Africa 
later this month. It is expected that 
the conference will give rise to a pa­
triotic front against apartheid. The 
committee came in after countries 
which had earlier pledged to fi­
nance it withdrew or made "unac­
ceptable political conditions", ac­
cording to an ANC spokesman at 
the meeting.

Also, the committee con­
demned the partial lifting of sanc­
tions, by some countries, notably 
the United States, saying that it was 
premature because the process of
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Madagascar

Th© danse macabre continues

The news conference president Rat- 
siraka called at the weekend, observers 
say, was as much to reply the opposi­
tion as to tell France, the formal colo­
nial power, which has been pressuring 
him to drop out of the scene that "presi­
dent Ratsiraka is not ready to give up 
office." By Tawey Zakka 

with agency reports

The opposition takes more government offices, but President Rat­
siraka believes the last laugh will be his

TrYXresident Didier Ratsiraka was 
y still his proud and defiant self 

at week's end. Before foreign 
journalists whom he invited to the 
presidential palace on the outskirts 
of Antanamarivo, he cynically 
asked: "Why should I give up just 
because thousands of people are 
marching?" Indeed, anti-govern­
ment demonstrations have been 
almost a daily spectacle in the capi­
tal since June 10. The aim has been to 
force the president's resignation 
and a national conference to decide 
Madagascar's political future.

The news conference presi­
dent Ratsiraka called at the week­
end, observers say, was as much to 
reply the opposition as to tell 
France, the formal colonial power, 
which has been pressuring him to 
drop out of the scene that "president 
Ratsiraka is not ready to give up 
office". He confessed that not every­
thing he had done had been perfect, 
but that was only to be expected. " I 
am not god", he said.

Like France's Charles Louis 
Xiv who in 1789 said L'etat c'est moi, 
President Ratsiraka has come to see 
himself as the epitome of his coun­
try's unity. This would be in danger 
if he quit now, he said. According to 
him, Madagascar has been the first 
democratic country in Africa and 
who but he has been its architect. 
Everything required for democracy, 
he told his opponents, was already 
in place: multiparty politics, a free 
press and free trade unions.

Besides, he claimed he had 
conceded "every conceivable con­
cession", yet the opposition is not 
appeased. His concessions an­
nounced last week were the repeal 
of the state of emergency declared 
July 23, release of six opposition 
leaders detained under the emer­
gency law, the sacking of his cabinet 
on July 28 and promise of a referen­
dum on a new constitution.

Conciliatory as the president 
appears to be, the opposition are 
saying his concessions have come

too late. They say his days in power 
are over. As far as they are con­
cerned, all that remains for the presi­
dent is to "negotiate his departure 
from power". But they would let 
him save face by allowing him to 
stay on for a few months but only as 
a ceremonial president. He should 
give up all his power to a prime 
minister nominated by the opposi­
tion.

President Ratsiraka was given 
until August 9 to meet the opposi­
tion's demands. He gave his reply 
almost immediately: resignation is 
out of the question. In reply the 16- 
party Lifeblood Committee ex­
panded its shadow cabinet and oc­
cupied more government offices at 
the weekend. "It's impossible to 
negotiate with president Rat­
siraka", said Jean Rakotoharison, a 
retired army general appointed 
shadow president a fortnight ago.

Both sides are spitting fire in a 
test of political strength, which for­
tunately has not drawn blood so far. 
President Raatsiraka said that with 
or without the opposition he would 
announce a new government this 
week. The opposition said they 
were prepared to ignore him and 
would run the country themselves. 
They rejected the president's offer of 
a dialogue but announced that they 
were returning to the committee, 
composed of pro-government par­
ties and opposition representatives, 
which is preparing the ground for a 
national conference. The commit­
tee's work was disrupted a fortnight 
ago following the arrest of six oppo­
sition leaders.



Iraq

On the brink

By Rabiu Barde with 
agency reports
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most families cannot afford food 
and other materials which are 
inadequate anyway. It is as serious 
as that. It is even worse. About 
600,000 Iraqis are said to have

Encouraged to revolt by the west, now the people are 
being pushed on to a quagmire

registered as destitutes, just to have 
"access to public feeding centres."

Perhaps, the situation is not so 
serious. For, the UN is still to get 
together to approve a resolution 
that will allow Iraq to sell a limited 
part of its oil to buy food and 
medicine. Iraq hoped that when the 
UN sanctions committee and the 
security council ease the blockade 
which has been on since August, 
1990, it will export over 1 billion 
dollars worth of oil and then use it to 
save the lives of many who have lost 
all hopes of a return to the pre-Gulf 
war days. But, the problem still 
remains that the West doesn't trust 
Saddam anymore. They don't have 
a reason to trust him anyway. In the 
same way, the Iraqi people can't still 
understand why they should be 
made to suffer for the sins of a soul.

On Wednesday, it was reported 
that the UN mission that went to 
Iraq discovered that Iraq has large 
quantity of chemical weapons, 
which they estimated to be nearly 
four times more than she admitted. 
That is bad news for the Iraqi 
people. The US and its allies are said 
to be serious about attacking Iraq 
once more, until it satisfactorily 
account for its weapons of mass 
destruction. What it means is that 
whatever action the West takes 
against Iraq now, it can point to 
Iraq's dishonesty as its justification.

In between these conflicting

Saddam: "West hates you” 

quoted as saying that western 
leaders "cared more for stray dogs 
and cats than the Iraqi people." As 
far as Bush is concerned, the main 
problem is Saddam himself. But 
who cares — certainly not the Iraqis 
— about the cause of their suffering? 
Their main concern now is to see 
hunger — and ultimately,disease- 
wiped out.

Going by the earlier 
arrangement, the West said the 
reason for the war was not to oust 
Saddam, but to dismiss him out of 
Kuwait. His ouster was left at the 
discretion of the Iraqi people 
themselves. That was why they 
were urged to revolt. Now after 
several months since the end of the 
war, the people have been unable to 
topple Saddam. Instead they have 
been facing continual horror — they 
are hungry and tired. An empty 
stomach and weak legs can't be 
relied upon to do any changing 
attempt. It is only then fair that the 
people are calling their "friends" 
their enemies — for denying them 
food, even though they have been 
unable to do something with 
Saddam.

‘Hr1 he Iraqi people are in a dire 
I straits. They are in dilemma.
■ The Kurds, especially and the 

Shiites who have answered calls 
from the West to revolt against 
President Saddam Hussain are on 
the brink of death. Worse, is the fact 
that their friends have abandoned 
them — in search of the lone head of 
Saddam. And also in search of 
weapons of mass destruction, 
whidi, they have reckon, they and 
only they should have in stock. 
Since the expected ouster of Saddam 
has proved a difficult job, the people 
thought they would, at least be free 
to eat. This is especially so, for 
according to reports, Iraq has 
allowed a UN inspection team to 
have a look at the sites of its uranium 
deposits.

The world is now aware of the 
situation in Iraq courtesy of Prince 
Sadruddin Aga Khan who is in 
charge of the UN agency for relief 
efforts in Iraq. He was reported to 
have said that "it is evident that for 
large numbers of the people of Iraq 
every passing month brings closer 
the brink of calamity." The only 
thing the people of Iraq have to say 
was to ask their "friends," what they 
have done to deserve such a cruel 
and nasty treatment. The situation is 
indeed pathetic. Apart from the 
prohibitive cost of food and other 
life essentials, there is chronic 
malnutrition among children. Relief ... 
agencies in Iraq have reported that claims, is the propaganda warfare 
mnci- family *. -rr J _ j both Saddam and President Bush 

have launched against each other. 
Saddam told his people that 
western leaders hate them and so 
they want to starve them. He was



33WORLD________________________

Moscow summit

M@w frontier
With the signing of START, the world may 

be at peace again, or will it?

Mr Gorbachev went ahead to 
revive the seemingly paralysed 
START summit in Geneva in 1985 
where he met with Reagan for an 
exploratory talks . A similar meet­
ing scheduled for last February in 
Moscow failed to hold. The true 
reason had to do with strain in the 
American—Soviet relations when 
Gorbachev deployed soviet troops 
to quell the agitations of independ­
ence in the Baltic republics.

Despite the enormous domestic 
turmoil, the West sees in Gorbachev, 
the man with whom it can do busi­
ness. He even got an invitation to 
join the western leaders fora special 
session at their London summit last 
month. Although he did not get the 
needed cash aid, he got sympathetic 
hearing. His efforts was given fur­
ther boost last week when President 
Bush announced at a banquet din­
ner that his country has granted the 
Soviet Union the status of most fa­
voured trading nation. This move 
which has to be retified by the US 
congress would lower barrier on 
trade between the two countries and 
bring the Soviet Union in line with 
America's other trading partners but 
with conditions.

Yet not many people are com­
fortable with the formidable pres­
ence of soviet conventional armed 
forces stationed in Europe and Asia. 
The US Chairman of the Joint Chief 
of Staff, General Colin Powell ad­
vanced this fear in the talks with his 
Soviet military counterpart in 
Moscow shortly before the summit 
began. The Red Army is indeed the 
world's largest with four million men 
and women in uniform, absorbs 35 
percent of the Soviet budget.

Paul Nixon, and President 
Ronald Reagan's chief arms nego-

T7" ast week in Moscow the 
I I Soviet leader, Mikhail Gor- 

bachev and President 
George Bush of the United States 
formally signed the long awaited 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
(START). The treaty signed after a- 
two- day talks between the two lead­
ers provides for reduction of long 
range nuclear missiles by a third of 
its present level in their countries' 
arsenal. It's firstattempt to limit iong­
range nuclear warheads stockpiled 
by the two superpowers and their 
allies. To ensure compliance, the 
nuclear sites in both countries will 
be opened for inspection. The USSR 
has around 30,000 nuclear war heads 
and 50 nuclear power stations scat­
tered around the country. The US 
runs a close second. Under the terms 
of the treaty the two sides would 
however retain more than 6,000 
nuclear war heads.

The Moscow summit which is 
the first in the post cold war began 
about a decade ago. It was an at­
tempt at arms control following the 
massive arms build up in Europe 
and America. The Strategic Arms 
Limitation Treaty (SALT) is one of 
such attempts at arms control. But 
this failed principally because of 
mutual distrust and lack of political 
will between the super powers.

The coming in to power of 
Mikhail Gorbachev in 1985 changed 
all that. Some say it is the economic 
difficulties at home that forced his 
hand. Under the twin-programme 
of "Glasnot" and "Perestoika," Presi­
dent Gorbachev first recalled home 
thousands of Soviet troops stationed 
in Afghanistan since 1980, and low­
ered the iron curtain on the various 
communist countries of the Eastern 
Europe.

Bush and Gorby: new buddies 

tia tor said he is bitterly disappointed 
by the outcome of the treaty. He said 
the disparity of nuclear facilities 
between the two powers is unfa­
vourable to the US. Another Ameri­
can defence expert, Frank Garvin, 
said START agreement is a political 
convenience for the White House 
but will in the long run cost the US 
her security.

A Soviet general and editor of 
military historical journal, said it is 
madness to give into what he called 
western inspired reforms. Accord­
ing to him, such conversion is a 
national disaster and that it is an 
attempt by America to destroy the 
Soviet Union as it did to German 
arms factory during the wars, but 
this time, it is doing it without the 
bombs.

By Abu Mommoh with 
aagency reports

Citizen, August 5, 1991



34

BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Nigeria Airways

several other2.’

Momoh ; Chairman (below) a crashed national carrier

■

to

administrative incompetence.
Several attempts to salvage the 

ailing corporation have not 
succeeded, not even the 
unprecedented retrenchment of 
about 3/100 staffers of the airline in 
198S. Nigeria Airways recorded a 
profitof U.SS12m in 1977during the 
tenure of Captain PaulThahal. Since 
then, the account has always been in 
red. Thus, after several years of 
lacklustre performance, the federal 
government came to the conclusion

'D' and 'C' checks for 13 aircraft in 
the fleet.

It was against this background, 
that the managing director of the 
Nigeria Airways anchored his 
argument that the airline is not yet 
ready for privatisation. Rather, 
Captain Ibrahim wants the period of 
commercialisation to be extended to 
a minimum of two years during 
which the long term debt of the 
airline would be absorbed by 
government and its capital base 
increased to match its 3 billion Naira 
asset base.

With its present condition, 
Ibrahim contended that "a leap into 
private ownership without the 
tutelage of commercialisation, may 
spell down for the National Carrier, 
and the Nigeria Aviation Industry". 
To him, the financial position of the 
Nigeria Airways is notan exception 
in the industry, pointing out that 
many private airlines abroad and in 
Nigeria havegonebankruptin recent 
years, while some of the major 
airlines in the industry, which are 
privately owned are tottering on the 
verge of bankruptcy.

Dr. Zayyad, TCPC chairman,

Citizen, Augus 5, 1991

recommendations, the chairman of 
the Technical Committee for 
Privatisation and commercialisation, 
Dr. Hamza Zayyad and other 
members of the committee paid a 
visit to the Ikeja headquarters of the 
airline in the last week of July for on- 
the-spot-assessment. During the 
visit, the picture of the airline as 
painted by its acting managing 
director Captain Jonathan Ibrahim 
was anything but encouraging.

According to Ibrahim, the 
aircraft fleet composition of the 
airline currently stands at sixteen, 
ten of which are serviceable while 
the remaining six are beyond repair. 
The financial position of the 
company is even more gloomy. Long 
term debts stand at 630 million Naira 
while current debt to suppliers 
amount to 35 million dollars. 
Moreover, for 1991 alone, theairline 

that the best way to give the na tional requires 26 million dollars to pay for
carrier a new lease of life was to 'n' 'r' ‘~hn''L'c fnr
privatise it.

In 1989, a Presidential Task Force 
(PTF) headed by Air Vice Marshal 
Abdullahi Bello was given the 
mandate to prepare the airline for 
commercialisation as the first step 
towards privatisation. The PTF 
completed its assignment in 
December 1990 and submitted its 
recommendations to the federal 
government.

Among

Will the Eagle ever fly?
Nigeria Airways is poised to receive the TCPC's surgical 

knife, but will this save the ailing national carrier?

TXTaT* hen th6 Nigeria 
\AjA/ Airways changed its
> V l°g° from the elephant 

to the eagle in 1988 the impression 
then was that it was ready to fly. 
Three years after the change, 
however, the eagle is yet to soar 
higher than the elephant. The wings 
of the eagle have been weighed down 
by indebtedness, bureaucracy, 
mismanagement and sheer



35BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Outgoing Executive Secretary, Economic Commission for Africa lets out the
frustrations of an International civil servant who returns home

Adebayo Adedeji

Lament off the home comer

Bello: his scalpel may cut deep 

would not agree with the 
management's view, however. 
According to Zayyad, there is no 
reason why the national carrier, with 
the enormous but unutilised 
resources at its disposal, can not 
break even and post a tidy profit. He 
therefore gave the green light for the 
commercialisation of the airline to 
begin.

management of the airline had at its 
last meeting with the various 
associations within the airline 
promised to float subsidiaries where 
the surplus workers would be 
absorbed. Citizen gathered that the 
subsidiaries would be in the area of 
hotel and catering, automation, 
printing, tourism and real estate.

The airline according to a senior 
management staff who spoke to 
Citizen in confidence is stinking with 
corruption. He told Citizen that the 
airline is viable and could easily 
make profit but for the activities of 
some unscrupulous management 
staff who squander the airlines 
resources. Fuming with anger, he 
cited the example of the automation 
project which the management could 
conveniently handle through direct 
labour but which instead was 
contracted out at the staggering sum 
of 10 million Naira.

Until the bad eggs in the 
organisation are identified and 
flushed out, he argued, the elephant 
will find it difficult to fly.

By Tola Sunday

lanked on all sides by 
organisers of the monthly 
News Agency of Nigeria 

(NAN) Ad ministration, stepped into 
the conference chambers of the 
Nigerian Institute of International 
Affairs (NIIA) with remarkable 
surefootedness last Monday. His 
mission: to deliver a lecture on "THE 
E.C.A.: PROBLEMS AND 
PROSPECTS OF ECONOMIC 
GROWTH IN AFRICA".

As United Nations Under­
secretary-General and outgoing 
Executive secretary of its Economic 
Commission for Africa, Adedeji's 
ability to sufficiently address the 

Citizen, August 5, 1991

With the setting up of a sub­
committee to effect this, the journey 
to privatisation has finally begun. 
But the question is: what will be the 
fate of the 4,356 staff of the airline 
made up of 2,121 senior staff and 
2,235 junior staff?

Citizen learnt last week that of 
these, about 3,000 may be thrown 
into the unemployment market. The 
chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the airline, Tony Momoh was 
brutally frank on the issue. Said 
Momoh last week, "those who can 
not fit in the new scheme will 
normally in the natural order of 
things drop off".

Fornow, the retrenchment fever 
has gripped some staffers of the 
airline and some of the staffers have 
prepared their mind for the worst. 
However, Frank Aiyedc, Assistant 
General Secretary of the Air 
Transport Services Senior Staff 
Association of Nigeria told Citizen 
last week that the management was 
yet to tell the association about any 
plan for retrenchment.

According to Aiyede, the

issue at hand was not in dispute. The 
select audience drawn from the 
press, the academia, the diplomatic 
corps, the organised private sector 
and the bureaucracy exuded an air 
of expectancy.

As the Guest Lecturer settled 
into his seat on the dais, a battery of 
press photographers pressed 
forward for vintage shots. A half­
smile played carefully around the 
lips of the homecoming professor 
who seemed to lend more than a 
whiff of credence to press 
speculations about his political 
ambitions with the way he 
consciously cut different poses for

the benefit of the photo-journalists. 
Speculations have been rife that he 
has an eye on the presidency.

However, Professor Adedeji 
himself would soon make evident 
with his grim lecture, what was at 
issue at the N AN / PAN A Forum was 
not mere politicking. Dignitaries at 
the occasion including Dr. T.P- 
Enodien, a Director-General in the 
presidency, representatives of 
Finance Minister Alhaji Abubakar 
Alhaji and his Information 
counterpart Chief Alex Akinyele, 
NAN chairman. Chief Oyekunlc 
Oluwasanmi, PAN A's West African 
representative, Randy Zormelo and
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Texlon beauty pageant
Nigeria

gets honour

BUSINESS BRIEFS

L
LBN director

r

Left to right, Bruce, Mirchandani, Anklesaria and Nwagbara

Anklesaria, 
said that the 
sole 
sponsorship 
was part of 
t h e 
company's 
contribution 
to the cultural 
development 
of Nigeria.

Adedeji: Africa must look inward 
NILA Director-General Dr. George 
Obiozor were soon treated to an 
evening of frank assessment of the 
African condition.

Professor Adebayo Adedeji's 
position is that African countries 
should be more inward-looking in

exIon
Limited — a 
renowned textile 

manufacturers will 
exclusively sponsor the 
1991 edition of the 
popular beauty pageant; 
Most Beautiful Girl in 
Nigeria. The beauty 
pageant proper will be 
proceeded by an avant-

he Marketing Director of Lever 
Brothers Nigeria PLC, O. S. 
Babatunde was last week 

honoured with "Marketing Executive 
of the year." Award for 1991. The 
award was conferred on Babatunde 
at Nike Lake Hotel, Enugu.

According to a statement from 
LBN headquarters in Lagos, the annual 
award is organised by the department 
of marketing of’the University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka to honour deserving 
marketing practitioners.

Citizen, Augus 5, 1991

(1976-81-S6) has been consistent in 
recommending an indigenous 
approach to the economic 
transformation of the continent

As Adedeji admitted however, 
the E.C.A.,notbeing a supra-national 
organisation could only advice,even 
cajole, African member-states not 
impose its will. Most pathetic as far 
as the E.C.A. Executive Secretary is 
concerned, however, is the fact that 
no African country has attained the 
limits of its production potential.

Said Adedeji, "if a country like 
Nigeria had achieved its optimum, 
it would have by the sheer weightof 
its size pulled up Africa ....The crisis 
in African can, in a way, be said to be 
the result of the crisis in Nigeria. 
Africa needs its own tigers. We have 
problems because we don't have 
any".

By Yinka Telia

garde fashion show 
featuring famous names 
in the fashion industry.

In a short speech at 
the signing of the 
agreement of the 
sponsorship with 
Goldmark, an advertising 
company in Lagos, a 
director of Texlon Nigeria 
Limited, Krush

their search for an antidote to the 
continent's economic crisis since 
turn-key economic propositions 
from Europe and North America 
have proved unsuitable for the 
African environment

As far as he is concerned, "if as 
a continent we have been unable to 
avert looming economic disaster, it 
is not for lack of timely warnings, 
not for lack of ideas as to what our 
strategic response should be. It is 
because African governments do 
not practice what they preach and 
tend more often than not to fail to 
stick to agreed strategies and policy' 
frameworks". He drew the attention 
to the Economic Commission for 
Africa (ECA) which since 1976, when 
it came out with its treaties Revised 
Framework of Principles for the 
Implementation of the New 
International Economic Order in Africa
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the drugsand

By Tola Sunday

Banking
Young Turks take over

Banks now prefer younger executives with MBA certi­
ficates to more experienced but less qualified personnel

yr -Tz’een watchers of the banking 
sector believe that

J' L ^employers now prefer the 
new generation of bankers, who are 
young, well educated and dynamic 
to their other counterparts who 
although experienced, do not have 
the benefit of a university education. 
It is not uncommon to find an 
advertisement forbankingpersonnel 
concluding with: "In addition to 
ACIB or B.sc, a second degree in 
banking and finance or MBA will be 
an advantage".

This new trend, Citizen learnt, is 
causing some disquiet in the 
industry especially among the 
older generation bankers who did 
not posses university degrees.

At the recent 1991 Banker's 
Forum, a participant from Nigeria 
Arab Bank raise the issue of alleged 
preference for applicants with MBA 
and M.Sc (Banking and Finance) to 
those with ACIB certificates by 
employers in the banking industry.

Meanwhile, at the recently 
concluded Bankers Forum, Femi 
Adekanye, president of the Institute 
said that the organisation would 
soon review its course content to 
reflect the recent changes in the 
nation's financial sector. The 
institute has also taken the bold step 
of sponsoring M.Sc courses in 
banking and finance in some selected 
universities in an attempt to bridge 
the gap between theory and practice.

The position of the Chartered 
Institute of Bankers is that all 
aspiring bankers, regardless of their 
academic qualifications must sit for, 
and obtain the institute's certificate 
before they can be certified 
professional bankers. Femi 
Adekanye, president of the Institute 
told Citizen, "even if you have a P.hd 
degree, you have to sit for the 
Institute's examinations before you 
can become a professional banker".

Citizen gathered that the 
"favoured" statusof MBA graduates 
has generated a cold war between 
the young and well-educated bank 
executives and their older but less 
qualified counterparts. This war is 
often carried into company 
boardrooms with adverse effects on 
the day-to -day running of the affairs 
of the banks.

He observed that if the situation 
continues, the number of candidates 
who enrol for the ACIB examinations 
would reduce drastically.

Emmanuel Ibe, chief executive 
of Acumen Centre, Lagos, attributes 
the sudden "populari ty" of the MBA 
certificate to the changing nature of 
Nigeria's business environment. 
According to Ibe, the banking sector 
has become more sophisticated and 
competitive with the result that 
banks now prefer to hire young, well- 
educated and dynamic executives 
who can easily adapt to the new 
scheme of things. Financial analysts 
also point out that the course content 
of the AIB certificate programme 
unlike the MBA degree course is 
streamlined and restricted to 
banking alone. On the other hand, 
they argue that the MBA course 
content is wider in scope and arms 
the student with the necessary tools 
to compete effectively in the fierce 
banking environment.

On the winning trail 
oots Nigeria PIC, the 
pharmaceuticals giant, has 
made a dramatic comeback 

to the hall of corporate high 
performers. After several years of 
lacklustre performance, the 
company served notice in June 1990 
that it has hit the right business cord 
by posting an after-tax profit of 1.73 
million Naira. Exactly one year letter, 
Boots profit score-card soared to 
4.004 million Naira, a whopping 
133.5% increase over its 1990 result.

Yusuf Ahmed, Chairman of 
Boots PLC who addressed 
shareholders and members of the 
board of directors during the 
company7s annual general meeting 
last week. "It is exciting to observe 

Citizen, August 5, 1991

that your company's 1991 half year 
turnover result has already 
exceeded the total turnover and 
profit after tax performance of the 
entire year of 1990." According to 
the chairman, demand for the 
company's wide range of projects 
has increased so tremendously that 
management has set in motion a 
permanent production programme 
of day and nigh shifts to cope with 
increased public demand.

Established in September 1960, 
Boots has over the years, carved an 
enviable image for its self in the 
pharmaceuticals industry. Its range 
of products — PR Paracetamol 
tablets, Febrilix Syrup, Penetrol 
Inhalant, Calamine lotion and

steadily regaining its former 
prominent position in the drugs and 
cosmetics market.

Boots commenced local 
manufacturing of different range of 
products in 1981. PR tablets, the 
company's major locally 
manufactured product is one of the 
oldest branded analgesics in the 
country. Said Yusuf Ahmed, 
chairman of Boots Nigeria PLC last 
week, "our local sourcing of raw 
material components for some of 
our manufactured products has 
increased and we are optimistic that 
this trend will be further amplified 
when the petrochemical project gets 
to the stage of processing 
pharmaceutical raw materials in the 
near future.
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KABIRU YUSUF
in the number of depositors. He 
even told the magazine how his 
system of "money brokerage" 
worked

"The basic principle behind the 
scheme is the marketing of forms 
known as investment form to pro­
spective customers. If a customer

------------------------------- —
Umanah has not committed any 
offence against the RiversStateGov­
ernment per se. The offence he 
committed was against the Naira. 
He was bastardising the Naira". 
What does "bastardising" the naira 
mean? The Central Bank of Nigeria 
in a letter to the Rivers authorities 
dated May, 1991, and signed by J.L 
Osino wo, Director of Bankingsuper­
vision was more helpful. It said 
"although resources Managers Ni­
geria Limited applied to us for the 
issuance of a license through its so­
licitors to operate a fund manage­
ment, brokerage and investment 
company, its current activities of 
advertising for and collection of 
deposits are duties reserved for li­
censed banks. Its actions, therefore, 
contravenes the provisions of sec­
tion I and 27 of the banking Decree 
1969..... "

Now, isn't theCentral Banksup- 
posed to be at the forefront in sort­
ing this out? What are penalties 
against the mushrooming finance 
houses that also collect depositsand 
pay higher than the 21 per cent inter­
est rate ceiling? In what way is 
Umanah's operation different? 
"Action governors" don't under­
stand these matters. Governor Abbe 
had made quite a splash on network 
news, but "Operation Naira Storm" 
may do more harm than good. First, 
thousands of families in Rivers State 
would lament the loss of the 60 per 
cent interest they believed Umanah 
would deliver. Second given the 
wide discrepancy between the gov­
ernment and Umanah's list of de­
positors, can the refunds be made 
without creating more squabbles?

Lastly, Justice Bello Gusau, last 
year called "an inexperienced 
Judge," has another hero on his 
hands. If Umanah is also sent to 
Barna Prison, President Babangida 
might as well tactfully avoid Rivers 
in his round of state visits.

The government has had 
enough "exposure" to last the tran­
sition period.

Citizen, August 5, 1991

invests 5 Naira, the amount cov­
ered one form. In order to pay 8 
Naira to such customer at the end 
of 30 days, the company must sell 
two other forms to two new mem­
bers at the cost of 5 Naira each. The 
company will now realise 10 Naira 
from the sale of two forms and pay 
out 8 Naira (or 60 per cent interest) 
as promised to the first customer.... 
Example: If a customer invests 
100,000 Naira, he is to collect 160,000 
Naira in 30 days. The company will 
make sure that all the required 
forms are sold. 100,000 Naira, will 
co ver 20,000 Na i ra f orms (i. e 100,000 
Naira forms at 5 Naira each, which 
is 200,000 Naira. Now, 160,000 
Naira will be used to pay such 
customer and the company uses 
40,000 Naira as running cost. As 
indicated in the certificate, the com­
pany can only pay after the sales of 
the specified number of forms."

That this formula was work­
ing and winning more and more 
customers was confirmed by Riv­
ers Police Commissioner, Owens 
Onoge who said that when he be­
gan investigating the company he 
had one major constraint: "Inves­
tigating him was difficult because 1 
didn't even know which police­
men to use. Most of them had in­
vested their money with him. The 
same way as many of those in the 
sister forces (meaning the Army 
and SSS) did".

Governor Godwin Abbe, who 
personally led the operation that 
recovered millions of depositors, 
money, can only say, "really

Too much government 
p-r-pn his government has a

Efl public relations "guru" as 
J L its Minister of Informa­

tion, but in the last one year, it has 
been losing one PR battle after an­
other. Last week, one Umanah E. 
Umanah and five of his employees 
were arraigned before the Special 
Tribunal on Recovery of Public 
Property accused of "corruptly en­
riching their firm (Resources Man­
agers Nigeria Ltd, RMNL) by de­
ceiving the public that they would 
pay 60 % interests on deposits. In- 
cidently the same tribunal jailed 
Rivers famous son, David-West in 
November last year; on similar 
charge.

In the latest case involving 
RMNL the issue goes beyond senti­
ments. According to the Riversstate 
govemmen t, 77,414 deposi tors from 
various walks of life in the state are 
believed to have lodged their funds 
with the Port-Harcourt based com­
pany. They trooped to Umanah in 
their thousands; soldiers, police­
men, traders, students, even magis­
trates and judges because the com­
pany paid 60 percent interest on one 
month deposit, (later stretched to 3 
months).

In the only interview he gave 
since he was arrested and his com­
pany closed down in May, Umanah 
boasted to the Nigerian Economist, 
that "my total number of customers 
was about 440,000, which cut across 
all sectors of the society. Umanah 
said he had been operating since 
November 1989 and it was his good 
track record that led to an explosion
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tioned cells to live in? Some one 
observed that the guy's grey matter 
is over balanced upstairs. I am in­
clined to believe this.

However, the snag of the whole 
issue is the inability of the electorate 
to know which party Hali belongs to 
because it wasn't stated in the 
poster. What an aspirant!

PRIVATE EYE ■ ■—

Governorship clowns
i he murky but amusing side of provide an air canditioner in all the
the democracy coin is the fact prison cells in the state!! Never 
that it imposes mediocres of mind the fact that only two percent 

of Nigerians who are not criminals 
can afford to live in air conditioned 
houses! Hali's logic is to promote 

' J ‘5 over and above 
that of others. In addition to pro­
viding air canditioners, prisoners 

----------------- r  will also beentitled to uncontrolled 
sheet of wretched duplicating paper, visits from spouses, who may even 

• -11—._j i—

So come 1992, should Hali win 
—wok a,BVC awvivvx* n.caia. .. the governorship contest, I can
Professor, Alhaji, Dr. Hali Tazan predict that all those familes eking
made some incredible promises to out a living will find a way of com- 
the people of Sokoto State, should miting crimes that will eam them 
they elect him as their governor. life sentences in prison. And who 

will blame them when they will 
have nutritious food and air candi-

he headlines varied but they 
all remarkably had one thing 

-Li- in common. Consider these: 
Man attacks lady over spumed mar­
riage proposal (self-explanatory); LG 
loses N2m to fake contractors (some 
smart guys sensing that the Port 
Harcourt LG apparently had all the 
money it can handle, what with the 
15% revenue allocation’ and all, 
printed and issued their own 
receipts); Middle-aged woman mur­
dered (nobody knows the reason for 
the gruesome act, but someone in 
Katsina does); Kuti flays ambulance 
service (the minister's objection has 
to do with public attitude towards 
maintenance of everything belong­
ing to government), and Registrar 
declines judicial offer (only the un­
named officer can clear things up 
because the story did not say why) - 
National Concord.

Adedeji blames Africa's woes on 
leaders( they turn deaf ears to sound 
advice and do not practice what they 
preach); Poly rusticates two students 
(cult members, no less); Ayuba 

T
assorted shades of jokers on the gov­
erned. And who are critics to quarrel 
with the people's choice?

There's this governorship candi- prisoners’ rights 
date who does not believe in the ’* ’ ' ’’ T“ 
power of posters as a campaign strat­
egy. He has replaced posters with a

A copy caught the attention of my be allowed to stay! 
eye. lassumethatothermediahouses ** inn'’ “ 
must have received theirs. In it one

------ iwu
much agro in our society? There is 
something else I did not tell you; the 
stories were contained in just one 
day's edition of the newspapers -

•„ Mubil- Sayawa had 30th July, 1991. One day fa! If so geot car in ' ional (seif. much can be reported in a day, the 
always been a s t0 mind boggles as to what will get to
explanatory), ano a (bc rcporled up to Dccembcr , mean. 
pay minim t80 d0 so). The Re. what would prompt Ojukwu, a re-
was violently tired and pardonc<j Lt-Colonel in

officers on trial (for among the Nigerian Army and a General in150 J indiscipline, as part of the Biafran Army and who tried to
Oaerthfn rid tht force of unsCTupu- dismember this great country, to

- Dailv CHAMPION. disown military rule? Or a govern- lous officers) - y com. mentministerwhoearnestlybelieves
We won r g testing in preventive-medicine balk at the

munities in A 1H staff propspect of "saving lives" on the
lack of social t roads? I call all these mid-yearblues,
sing war tune (o staffers What do you call them?
of salaries); -____________

-------------------- ' Citizen, August 5, 1991

they elect him as their governor.
The first task this “redeemer" of a 

candidate would undertake is to  
„ “ n_ n — demonstrate (again, over non pay-Mid-year oiues

uiVniwous in more ways than the just as before, to make jewelleries - 
' ovemor wouTd care to admit); ThePUNCH. VANGUARDS that 

A to plants press for 100% tariff Customsmen want Customs 
differential (thedifferencebetween probed. There isn't room for many, 
their spare parts imports and fully- manymore.

Well, did we arrive at the same

on porous bor­
ders (self-explanatory except

would care to admit);
Auto plants press

their spare parts imports and fully- 
built cars brought in by individuals
and corporate bodies), and Mili- conclusion; that there i«T '• *“\oau,e 
tary should not dabble in politics, much aorn in ^^P v to° 

says Ojukwu - The Guardian.
Robbers kill 2 DTV staff ( all 

that just to snatch a wretched Peu- 
■cvi a.«. L. -2; °’yawa had 
ilways been confrontational (self- much can be reported J *7 “

’ * ’’’T mind Einrrnlnc ...i day, the
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POETS' NEST'

Pulse of hardship

Hyeladzira A. B. Shaffa

Ahmad Mainasara

As raw vim bubbles
Squeezing out tears 
of silence
From able toil
Get the glow
Conspicuous above sinking
With closer rays 
Get dried up the tears 
Of silence
To rain your strength
To water societies'
Aspiration
To reap joy with 
Flowing sweet tears.

Amin Sheid Anakobe

Sweet tears
Lets get the tears of 
Silence dried up 
Even if it flows to

Both equator ends
Nor attend to pole's ends 
Rays of evaporation are thirsty 
There is this true complexion of life 
Befitting you as
Intended by Allah (God) 
In the prime of youth 
You are societies' heart 
That bleed through a facial mask 
That roar in its pomp 
That depict an ideal complexion 
That displays creamy skin 
That wield power through concrete 
bones
That fume smoke from solid chest

Mother leads the way
In the swollen throat
Of the street,
From chockful of crowds
And shouts of 'Bara'at'
Or abhorrence,
You knotted your veil
To mine
Mother,
So that you would not lose me
In the American dictionary
The welcome to a mystical song
Translates into
A hard metallic word—
'A bullet'.
Not to lose the way, nor stray
I should've tied my chador
To yours' mother
So drenched now in your own blood.

Anon
Citizen, August 5, 1991

imes are hard. The struggle 
to keep life and body to­
gether in the harsh face of 

the Structural Adjustment Pro­
gramme (SAP) is taking its toll on 
peoples' moral. They worry about 
stretching lean resources too far. 
So home economics fails, sweets 
tears flow and vanities reign.

Home economics
I have seven children
The eighth is on its /vay
In two years time I will reach the age 
of retirement
Only yesterday I climbed the third 
step of Grade level four
Not quite so long my second wife 
left me
All because we can't afford eggs on 
the breakfast table
The good one that chose to stay
Is now married to sighs and sneer­
ing looks
Her looks kept piercing the inside of 
my heart
Making me look stupid or a failure 
as a w'hole
In the pasta large sack greets a fam­
ily of ten
Comprising assorted shopping to 
last a full month
Now the same amount hardly fills 
three ten kobo bag
I have learnt to live in a rented house 
Now these fifty years as a clerk.
The thought of retirement in two 
years today
Fills my heart with choking sorrows 
Not because of the salary
But where to house a family of ten 
This is the riddle of home econom­
ics.

Vanities
Fools they may be, but are they 
stupid?
The people — nothing is stranger 
than if
They should as quickly learn to 
cherish
Their chains and yoke as in a little 
while
Begin to think those are wings — 
only
Of wood and steel: If our people 
should
know what our WARRIORS do 
with their heads,
Where will they find the mind to 
need WARRIORS?

And no politrickster dare demolish 
his mysteries
By scanning the volume of fart from 
anuses
Of WARRIORS lying in their clap­
trap lair—that tribe
Of oath-breakers. Their errors are so 
dear
To them and they perpetuate their 
vanities
To immortalise their backbreaking 
dynasties.
Let our WARRIORS savour theirsuya 
and palmwine
The people may be fools, but are they 
stupid?
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health

By Lynne Lamberg
a number of standing or lying posi- 

----- u-------------------- jo 

judge direction and rate of blood

What about surgery?
When varicose veins are so 

advanced that surgery is necessary, 
the procedure that's most often 
performed is ligation and stripping. 
By making incisions near the groin 

tie off and sever the affected saphe­
nous vein. A flexible wire is passed 
up the vein from the ankle; the end 
of the vein at the groin is tied to the 
end of the wire and the wire is then 
removed, pulling the vein along 
with it. Sometimes other incisions 
must be made along the leg or part 
of the leg to tie off connections be-

veins. In some cases, an incision 
must be made along the length of the 
lower leg.

Culled from Better Homes and 
Gardens

What are the symptoms 
of varicose veins?

Obviously, one symptom is the 
appearance of bluish veins that 
stand out from the surface of the 
skin. Other symptoms are a feeling 
of heaviness or fullness in the legs, 
fatigued leg muscles (particularly at 
the end of the day), soreness after 
standing for long periods, muscle 
cramps in the calf, and itching or 
burning of the skin. Persistent swel­
ling signals more advanced stages 
of the disease. Pain isn't usually a 
problem until the disorder is ad­
vanced, although women may find 
varicose veins particularly painful 
during menstruation.

patients can frequently benefit from 
elastic support stockings that allevi­
ate an elevated pressure on the veins 
caused by faulty valves. Often the 
elastic stockings provide relief for 
patients with uncomplicated vari­
cose veins.

Women should avoid "one size 
fits all" support pantyhose. Instead, 
choose a size that is proportioned to 
your height and weight. Make sure 
the panty hose provide even sup- 

don't constrict the toes. Men's sup­
port hose should not have a con­
stricting elastic band at the top.

Your physician may prescribe 
custom-made stockings that come 
in varying lengths and degrees of 
compression. The stocking must be 
replaced when they lose their elas­
ticity, usually after three or four 
months' wear.

Sometimes elastic roll ban­
dages are prescribed for even better 
support.

rhoids.
Whether a varicose vein is vis­

ible depends on its location. In the 
thigh, veins may be concealed by 
body fat; in the calf, they bulge on

Fl hese are swollen superficial
I veins most often appear on

the inner side and back of the 
calf, and on the inner side of the  - --
thigh. They occasionally affect the tions which allow the physiciai
lower arm. When they affect the j--o- ’ v’
anal region, they are called haemor- flow in and between the two sets of 
rhoids. veins.

Depending on the outcome of 
the test, a venogram may be done to 
determine the condition of the

 - deeper veins. An iodine-based dye 
the surface as masses of twisted, is injected into the superficial vein of r . .,  .— -----
bluish cords. the foot; tourniquets are applied to

force the dye into the deep vein, and

day or two after the test.

What are current treat­
ments for varicose 
veins? a

f  Fortunately, most people with tween the superficial and the deeper
called the Trendelenburg test to de- varicose veins don't need surgery, 
termine the extent of the problem. In When overweight is a contri
this test, a tourniquet is placed high uting factor the doctor's advice is 
on the thigh to obstruct the superfi- clear-cut: lose weight.
cial veins. The patient then assumes Both obese and normal-weig t

I________

X rays are taken to see if the deep 
system is open, or partially or totally °y ™K.ng b—
obstructed Generally a venogram is and at the ankles, a surgeon .sable to

TArL.^4 •!. . , a hospital procedure, you are re-
What Will your doctor quircd t0 stay in bed and rest for a 

do? ---------
By inspection and manipula­

tion, your doctor will be able to 
verify the presence of varicose 
veins, and tell where and how se­
vere they are.

Your doctor may use an exam

most often 
,..i stripping.
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Ajaelu: his son has clue to who 
the murderers are

to himself. He was, it was alleged, 
given 50,000 Naira not to testify 
against the (Ihitte Uboma) chairman 
but rejected it. He was then 
threatened that he either accept the 
money or he would be dead.

The assassination threat got to 
the police last February. Chief 
Benjamin Uwajumogu, 28 and Ihitte 
Uboma SDP chairman on February 
25, petitioned the Imo State police 
command, alerting it that his life, as 
well as that of Nze Ajaelu and Chief 
Matthew Ebegbulem, the SDP 
Umuihi ward chairman, was in 
danger. He alleged that a National 
Republican Convention, NRC top 
shot in Ihitte Uboma had placed a 
15,000 Naira price on his head and 
those of his two close political 
associates, the key witnesses in the

Ironically, it was thatlightening rise 
to the top that has cut short his 
eventful life, for emerging facts 
indicate that the loving husband 
and father of seven boys and three 
girls was assassinated for knowing 
too much and for refusing to keep it

Obasi Ajaelu
Murder most bizzare

Politics of rancour reaches a climax in Imo State with 
assassins on the rampage

TT T7b was told that his life was in 
Ir—I danger. He panicked and ran 

J_L J-Lto the police for protection.
The police advised him to go 

home and relax, assuring him tnat 
his life was safe. But they were wrong. 
Four months after hisunheeded save- 
my-soul message, the man's bullet- 
riddled and lifeless body lay 
crumpled beside his car, in his 
compound! He had been murdered 
by two masked hired assassins. Date: 
July 2 .The assassins' motive: To shut 
him up forever and so protect their 
political interest — and those of the 
men who paid them to execute the 
dastardly act.

Nze Ajaelu, a Social Democratic 
Part, (SDP) stalwart in Ihitte Uboma, 
Imo State, until the night of July 2, 
had been many things including a 
salesman with G.B. Ollivant and R.T. 
Briscoe. On leaving paid employment 
Nze Ajaelu, a Cambridge certificate 
holder went into the supplies 
business. After operating from 
Enugu and Aba for sometime, the 
politician in him implored him to 
return home and answer his people's 
call for service. To take care of his 
needs and those of his three wives 
and 10 children, the veteran salesman 
built and managed a modest eating 
home which he christened Solar 
Hotels. The hotel, located on the 
Umuahia-Etiti-Mbano Road and just 
a shouting distance from the Ihitte 
Uboma local government 
headquarters at Isinweke, has been 
under lock and key since the 
proprietor's bizzare death in the 
hands of his political enemies.

As a politician in the second 
republic,Nze Ajaelu belonged to the 
ruling National Party of Nigeria, 
NPN, where he contested for the 
constituency chairmanship and won.

protracted legal tussle between the 
two parties over the local 
government chairmanship, won by 
NRC's Chief Francis Anamekwa in 
the Decembers, 1990elections.Chief 
Anamekwe has lost to SOP'S S.S. 
Nwanne at the local election 
tribunal but later regained his seat 
after the appeal tribunal ruled that 
the lower court lacked jurisdiction 
to hear the case. The SDP then took 
the fight to the Transition to Civil 
Tribunal in Lagos.

Citizen investigations in Ihitte 
Uboma showed that Chief 
Uwajumogu's petition to the police, 
instead of bringing the desired 
results, backfired. Chief Uwajumogu 
and Nze Ajaelu were picked up and 
detained for several hours by the 
police in Ihitte Uboma after being 
accused by Alhaji (Chief) Musa 
Eg win, the NRC local government 
deputy chairman, who was 
implicated in the petition, of passing 
false information to the police. Alhaji 
(Chief) Egwim, popularly known by 
his nickname Ogbunigwe (mass 
killer) has been in detention since 
Nze Ajaelu's murder. He is the prime 
suspect in the case and was nabbed 
on the evidence of Ezenwa, the 15- 
year-old son of the deceased who 
claimed to have recognised the NRC 
chieftain's voice and face while he 
allegedly temporarily removed his 
mask to ensure that Nze Ajaelu was 
dead.

N ze Aja el u's el i mi na ti on, Citizen 
learnt, came four days before he left 
for Owerri with Chief Uwajumogu 
enroute to Lagos for the bruising 
local government chairmanship 
battle, scheduled for hearing on July 
8, by the transition to civil rule 
tribunal

Dickson Sanomi, Imo state 
police commissioner, has confirmed 
that Nze Ajaelu's assassination had 
a political motive. He described the 
incident as unfortunate and assured 
that the culprits would be made to 
face the full rigours of the law.

By Isaac Umunna, 
in Ihitte Ubonia
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The trial of Newswatch

Ekpu and Zorro: who wants to kill Newswatch?

Former Newswatch staffer, charges Newsivatch of ethical misconduct but 
the magazine editors declined to defend themselves

dressed to the Chairman of the 
committee, Omatseye complained 
against what he called Newswatch's 
"brazen travesty of investigative 
journalism and mania for manufac­
turing scoops" as contained in its 
cover story titled "The confession of 
a coup plotter" published July 8, 
1991. He said that the man, who was 
interviewed in the story was an 
impostor who, if Newswatch editors 
had exercised their professional 
discretion and competence, would 
have so discovered.

Omatseye told the committee of 
five, made up of Tunji Bello, politi­
cal editor of National Concord, Chris 
Ngwu, Chief Mike Ozekhome 
CLO's director of legal services, 
Francis Komolafe and Richard 
Akinola's its chairman, that he was 
propelled by the interest of the pro­
fession to defend it from unethical 
attacks. To buttress his position, he 
referred to African Concord's inter­
view with Lt. Col. Anthony Nyiam 
and Chief Great Ogboru, two 
wanted coupists, in its 29th July

F^Tpihe failure of Newswatch's edi­
tor-in-chief, Ray Ekpu and 
senior associate Editor, Etim 

Anim, to appear before the Ethics 
Committee of the Nigerian Union of 
Journalists, (NUJ) Lagos State 
Chapter last week raised once again 
the issue of the ability of the union to 
subject its members to organisa­
tional discipline. For the thirty-eight 
journalists who were present at the 
committee's proceedings last week 
Tuesday, it was a matter for serious 
concern, taken against the backdrop 
of spirited attempts made by the 
government to put in place a Press 
Council that will discipline erring 
journalists. Government has not 
been able to constitute the council 
partly because of NUJ's objections 
to its composition.

Indications that the Newswatch 
editors may not appear before the 
committee began to emerge on 25th 
July, when its union chapel in a 
protest letter to Sani Zorro, the un­
ion's national president complained 
that there was a grand design by 
some magazines who are in compe­
tition with Newswatch to tarnish its 
image. They expressed their lack of 
confidence in the Ethics Committee 
of the union's Lagos cuncil alleging 
that some of its members had al­
ready expressed their bias against 
their magazine. Said Nats Agbo and 
Chris Uroh the chapel's chairman 
and secretary who signed the letter, 
"we have incontrovertible evidence 
that Richard Akinola, the commit­
tee's Chairman and some other 
members are already boasting that 
they will nail Newswatch''.

Last week when proceedings 
opened in the Dele Giwa Memorial 
Conference Hall of NUJ Light 
House, Victoria Island, Babalola,

Citizen, August 5,1991

the Lagos Council Chairman, spent 
close to ten minutes trying "to cor­
rect the misconception in certain 
quarters that the committee was 
hurriedly put together to witch 
hunt". Babalola said, the committee 
is one of the standing committees of 
the union created by its constitution 
as a means of enhancing journalists 
code of conduct and ethical stan­
dard.

Efforts to get the comments of 
Newswatch on its absence at the 
proceeding proved abortive as 
Yakubu Muhammed and Etim 
Anim, the only senor editors of the 
magazine Citizen met last week 
decline comment.

About thirty eight journalist 
including NUJ national president 
Sanni Zorro were present at last 
week's proceeding which was 
spurred by a 10th July, 1991 petition 
written against Newswatch's Ray 
Ekpu and Etim Anim, by its former 
staffer Samuel Omatseye, now dep­
uty political editor of National Con­
cord. In the one page petition ad-
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Vacancy
SENIOR ACCOUNTANT

edition, which he said had photo­
graphs of the twosome in the Lon­
don office of the magazine. 
Omatseye also accused Ncuiswafch 
of "semantic delusion" saying that 
the magazine made strenuous ef­
forts to deceive the ordinary reader 
that the interview took place in 
"Ivory Coast" instead of Newswatch 
office at Oregun.

Colonel Fred Chikjuka, the di­
rector of Army Public Relations, and 
the second of the five witnesses that 
testified at the proceedings, agreed 
with Omatseye saying "when you 
discover that there is gross false­
hood on what you believe in, you 
have to react". Although he agreed 
that Newswatch could still prove 
that the Army may be wrong, but as 
far as their record shows, the maga­
zine could not have interviewed the 
wanted coupist. His evidence: The 
Army compared the life history of 
Newswatch's "coupist" with avail­
able Army records and found that 
there were gaping disparities. He

I Interested and suitably qualified candidates are invited to apply in writing and with full references to either 
of our two address.

Candidates must have a B.Sc Accounting with at least five years experience in a private sector accounting job, 
or be finalists in the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nigeria examinations.

Applications are invited from qualified candidates for the post of Senior Accountant in Citizen Communi­
cations' Lagos office.

All candidates are advised to be ready for a test in bookkeeping during the interview.

Our offer is an attractive salary with wide-ranging benefits all of which are subject to negotiation. The 
successful candidate will be responsible for all accounting duties at the Lagos end, and will report to the 
Finance Manager in Kaduna.

checking its facts. Said he: "I thinkas 
journalists, there are certain basic 
facts which they ought to *have 
known so that when someone is 
deceiving them they will know".

The committee has adjourned 
its sitting till Tuesday this week to 
enable it take more evidence from 
Colonel Chijuka and five other wit­
nesses. Meanwhile Newswatch and 
Etim Anim have, in separate suits 
gone to court. The magazine sued 
African Concord, and four others for 
libel claiming 40 million Naira as 
aggravated damages and 60 million 
Naira as exemplary damages for 
libel contained in African Concord's 
29 July 1991 edition.

Anim is suing Colonel Chijuka, 
for 10 million Naira for libel con­
tained on page 3 of his press state­
ment of 18 July, 1991 which was 
copiously quoted by the African 
Concord and some national dailies.

also revealed that State Security 
Service men had got in touch with 
Frederick Ajabor, widely believed 
to be the conman that outwitted 
Newswatch, and compared his voice 
with the voice on Newswatch's and 
African Concord's tapes. They were 
found to be the same. Rounding up, 
Chijuka who said despite what 
Newswatch has done "he would 
continue to buy the magazine", 
adding "I sympathise with 
Newswatch because having reached 
that height and faced with this kind 
of crisis, it has to push itself up. But 
it is doing it the wrong way. I feel it's 
unfair to the Nigerian nation for 
Newswatch to have sold falsehood to 
Nigerians. Newswatch should 
apologise and let the matter end".

A Director of Military Intelli­
gence (DMI), a Major who declined 
attribution told the committee that 
the Newswatch story was amateur­
ish and must have been a figment of 
somebody's imagination. He 
chided the magazine for not cross-
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could easily have cost them the match

Westcrhof: not a "wasted hope"

1

The four-goal hero, Yekini being hugged by Eguavon

Citizen, August 5, 1991

i—I p-1he graphic image that pops up 
|j frequently in the mind's eye 
LI since that memorable 

Saturday is that of a ruthless and 
angry giant smashing to smithereens 
with a sledge hammer some hapless 
weaklings who have a deluded 
vision of the possibilities of their 
overblown might. At the end of the 
big show down which took place at 
the mainbowl of the National 
Stadium, Lagos on July 27, 
apprehension, which had been 
eating away at the hearts of many 
Nigerians who have almost made a 
religion of the game of football, 
suddenly gave way to resounding 
victory and tumultuous celebration.

Super Eagles

CheersHout...
Their biggest victory in recent times but the 

embarrassing incident that preceded the match 
- -« > -1-

With a 7-1 victory against the 
Stallions of Burkina Faso, the Super 
Eagles did not only record their 
biggest victory in more than a 
decade; they also brought their 
campaign in the qualifying race for 
the Africa Nations Cup finals in 
Senegal next year to a successful 
climax.

It was a traumatic experience 
for Burkina Faso. Beautiful dreams 
and jealously guided ambition 
crashed to ashes for the Stallions 
when the crucial match they believed 
they would win and make their 
second appearance in the Nations 
Cup since 1978, turned out to be the 
one that earned them their most

A uJ A

humiliating defeat in all the matches 
they played in the Group 4 of the 
Nations Cup qualifier. Even though 
the Burkinables might have allowed 
a fleeting thought of a possible defeat 
in Lagos to cross their mind, they 
never showed it, and in fact they 
were imbued and inspired by some 
strange surge of over confidence that 
made them boast on arrival in Lagos 
that they were out to eliminate the 
Super Eagles right on their home 
ground.

The Stallions' confidence came 
f rom the2-l victory they had 2 weeks 
earlier recorded against Group 
leaders Black Stars of Ghana. 
Apprehension for the Eagles among 
Nigeriansbeforethatmatchwasdue 
to the fact that since the Nations Cup 
preliminary matches kicked off last 
year, the senior national team had 
not been able to click or strike a 
consistent winning formula. The 
fruitless experiment of fielding 
different players for different 
matches, most of whom were 
Europe-based who came a day or 
two to the matches had almost 
eroded confidence that the national 
team can win a match against any 
visiting team in Lagos without 
struggling badly.

But penultimate Saturday was 
different. The Super Eagles


