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FERTILE AND IMAGINATIVE
IDEAS OF AN ICON:

Nwafor Orizu

(A) Memorable Sayings and Quotes
(B) Reminiscences on Various Subject Matters
(C) On the Stone (Indelible Lines of Poetry)

(A) MEMORABLE SAYINGS AND QUOTES

1.

The origin of the failure of man is lack of directed objective, miseducation
when young and influence by certain hereditary factors.

Extract from talk to his wives

on 16/5/81 on care of their children
The Person who succeeds in not the person who only wishes to succeed, but
the person who by consistent application of his mind, insists on developing
his whole powers by himself, against opposition, against world difficulties
and temptations.

From admonition to his family at a

prayer meeting on 24/1/84
What makes marriage a success in the ability of the partners to understand

and appreciate the unsameness of each other.
From a piece of advice he gave to a

couple on 28/1/84
Prayer becomes power when it is connected with work, faith and truth.

From God's Village holy week prayer

meeting 5/2/84
It is not the beginning but the end that matters. It is what happens between the
beginning and the end and that end itself that make prophecy a reality and
make life a continuous success.

From Prayer meeting of 2/1/84
There is no magic in prayers to make you what you do not make yourself. All
prayer does is to sustain your ability or geared up spirit to carry out resolu-
tions and marked objectives. )

From prayer meeting of 8/2/84
God does not believe in anybody who does not believe in himself because
we are all little gods.

From prayer meeting of 8/2/84
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For anybody to be entrusted with a serious and important responsibility,
such a person must have one very important thing - CONSCIENCE.

From family meeting of 11/2/84
A successful person succeeds according to the measure of his thinking. If
you say you are, you become.

' From prayer meeting of 7/5/84

It is a great thing to be born but it is a tragedy if you do not know why you are
born.

From prayer meeting of 8/5/84
A true gentleman, a really civilized person, is he who is agreeable in disagree-
ment. For Nigeria to be a nation, all its ablest citizens must learn to be agree-
able in disagreement.

From message to the nation as

Senate President on 22/9/65
The greatest and perhaps the only perfect gift we can give to the world is the
gift of ourselves at our best, and that means, not just the skill of our hands
and cunning of our brain, but our dreams, our finest resolutions and most
solemn promises to ourselves.

From "Orizuntal Current" article titled

"My Days on Earth"
Be a life long or short, its completeness depends on what it was lived for. Life
is nowhere if it is not an object of some mission on earth.

From "My days on Earth"
It takes resolute consciousness and deep spiritual awareness to lead a suc-
cessful life.
Bitterness is a self-inflicted injury which consumes the candle of human race
from both ends.

From a write-up titled Our Policy -

West African Examiner
It takes more courage to be calm, than to burst out emotionally.

From "The Eyes of the World" in

West African Examiner
All that make for progress is the speed and ability of a person to take oppor-
tunities and use them.

From prayer meeting of 25/6/84
It takes a steady nerve and infallible strength to be an author.

From Memo on Book Writing 7/8/58
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The surest way of pleasing God is to appreciate God in nature and in other
people.

Prayer meeting of 6/3/84
God does not answer prayers by location of geography, the geography is in
the souls of the supplicants.

Prayer meeting of 6/13/34
My philosophy is that a fundamental principle remains an airy abstraction
until you do something with it or about it.
Heredity and environment do not so much matter in being a great man as
does personal response to exigencies, tragedies and triumphs of life.

From Speech titled Staying Power 4/2/62
Of Bryants saying, "truth crushed to earth will rise again". Orizy wrote, "shall
rise again is a magic of a clause. It stabilizes the shaking thread of faith. It
nullifies the surging wave of doubt and compels faith to stand undaunted.

From Reminiscences inside the prison yard

5/2/56
Where there is no vision, the people perish. Leadership must have clear vi-
sion illumined by principle, sincerity, realism and love.

Speech titled Cannons of Horizontal Education,
Violence is an agent of fear, anxiety and uncertainty.

Reminiscences 11/7/55
Against force and violence, truth like a liquid object can penetrate and con-
tinue its fluidity atop the many pebbled beds of earth which only give ijt
wrinkles and dimples that beautify its surface under the sun.

Reminiscences 11/7/55
The lubricant of life which softens our human relationship is appreciation.

From without Bitterness - Zikism African

Continental Philosophy.
A physically and spiritually united personality cannot be confused or disinte-
grated. '

Prayer Meeting 30/1/86
In every community large and small, in any family large or small wherever
there is no internal discipline, control comes from outside.

During Purification Ceremony in

God's Village 26/12/86
The sign of decadence and death in any dynamic ruling class appears when
its members are incapable of accepting responsibilities in inverse ratio to
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3l.

32.

their privileges.

From Diary record of 14/5/63 .
Goodness attracts happiness. When you feel good towards others, you are
happy.

Reminiscences
But a good heart alone cannot remove bitterness. If no action is taken to
eliminate the factors that habour it. It will be an illusion to imagine that bitter-
ness can be blotted out when someone is being continually hurt.

From "Without Bitterness"

33. Our educational scheme must breed a generation who accepts success and

34.

35,

36.

37.

38.

B b

o

failure as normal counterparts of a creative enterprise including political ven-
tures.

From a speech titled

"Education and Moral Excellence"
I want to be an impartial advocate, fearless exponent of truth and untiring
arbitrator to amend the broken vessels of our social and political fabric.

31/1/90

The philosophy of African Irredentism insists that the African identity must
be paramount and aggressively redeemed and kept.

Diary record 15/3/90
When I swallow the hemlock of ingratitude or suffer from the chill of
conspiracy, I allow myself to accept them with humility.

10/490
The mind of man is a restive horse in the physical framework of the body. It
has high possibilities which are always tempered with the tragic handicaps of
the physical body.

B I D Chapter 11 p.5
Eleven qualities all aspiring leaders in Nigeria must possess in order to
succeed are;
They must be men who can get the best out of the worst.
They must be selfless.
They must be pure in heart.
They must have a catalogue of achievements based on patriotic motivations
and nationalistic designs.
They must represent the collective yearning of the entire nation.
They must be loyal men and women.
The leadership in an independent Nigeria must accept the law of political
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10.
11.

(B)

ecology.
The leadership in an independent Nigeria must be experts in life.
Leadership in our new Nigeria must be citizens of the world.
The leadership we want must show their faith in our youth.
The leadership we want must fear God.
(Taken from his speech delivery on February 22, 1959 at Emy Cinema
Hall, Aba titled: Nigerianity - The Leadership we want)
"There is a wide Chasm between the ideals of the 20th century founding
fathers of African countries and the ideas of the subsequent privileged gen-
erations who are born into independence. There is a tragic absence of
cultural continuity and commitment because loyalty to a cause without
immediate gains does not seem to be part of African character of the new
breed. It seems that their sole aim and idea of leadership is simply to get
more money than everyone has and to become governors and presidents
without demonstrable selfless service which must precede their claims. True
nationalism is marked by discipline, order and loyalty"

from Orizu's book, Africa Speaks. 1990. P140

ON LIFE, SERVICE TO HUMANITY AND DEATH
Life is a propeller. It moves steadily without concern for its expenditure, 1t
creates and gives others only as much as it can expend from the wealth of its
reservoir. We are helpless before the onward march of life which we possess.
Our mortal power can only be our own in the measure we are willing to live
and die in the service of others. Beyond this, our mortal frame is not our own,
for we have only a few years to live after which we fonn the crust of the
mother earth where our flesh and bones decompose and sink in silence.
What makes life most interesting is that whether one is great or small, creative
or detractive, whether the angels of God praise one or the devil's band plays
the music for the other, we are all subject to the inevitable force of onward
march unto the state of everlasting good-bye to the bitterness and sweetness
of life.

"We March', from Orizuntal Current Column of West

African Examiner Newspaper

ON MAN'S PERFECTION

The world is a blank expanse of spiritual void. This world is totally in lack of
any genuine presence of perfection. Itis a barbaric jungle containing unnamable
beats of prey taking advantage of punny littleness of mankind. All our pigmy
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efforts to attain perfection are frustrated by unbeatable and repeated waves
of illusions and temptation. Perfection, what a tantalizing ideal! And yet from
morning to dawn a conscious mind finds itself unable to grasp its ever
receding image. And as soon as a mortal attains perfection, he disaffiliates
with the world either by the treachery of mankind or by the command of the
divine will. Those who God loves die first.

From'the Pendulum®. 1955.

ON_REWARD

The incurable sense of reward as a direct condition of doing something one
has to do for goodness sake, I think, is the lowest, basest and most repug-
nant of all human actions. If we take time to think of God's free gifts to us, we
can then estimate the horror of asking for something for everything good we
do. To expect a direct gift or payment as the only condition of expressing
appreciation is a great sin in its filthiest form. I condemn it.

Reward

From his Prison Reminiscences 10/6/56

ON THE PURPOSE OF LIFE

Life has a purpose. The first is to bear witness that there is God. The second
purpose is to show the superfinal intelligence of God. The third purpose is to
show God's other qualities - indestructibility, super-human potency,
unperceiveable orderliness and ingenuous purposefulness of all lives in one

life.

The Purpose of Life
From his Prison Reminiscences 13/3/56

ON _RULERSHIP

The masses of a nation are like flies, and you catch more flies with molasses
and not vinegar. The rule of political game which every monarch must learn,
provides that man is by nature freedom-loving! To be above him, you have to
reign over him, but leave him alone to rule himself; that whenever any king
attempted to rule and not to reign, he faced a slow or an abrupt decline of the
peoples' affection, which invariably ended in active rebellion or a violent
termination of the kingdom.

The secret of popularity of the Queen of England is that she reigns and
unifies without active authority, whereas she graciously permits her loyal sub-
jects to rule.

A Monarch in a Democracy 1956.



ON DEFINITION OF MAN
What is man? First I think that man is qualities. Some of those qualities are -

mysterious, psychic, many-faced, many-sided, many-tailed, multi-eyed, and
in thought endless.
Man's mysterious and psychic quality make him above his own flesh. He is
then part and whole of a "soul" or a something which exists in an abstract but
real life, independent of the flesh which houses it. Many-faced is the appro-
priate word to describe man's immense changeabilities. More than a chame-
leon, man changes with colour, whether, climate, vegetation, culture and time.
Every age every other environment produces a different man, and yet man is

. the same in soul all the time. Infinity and unconquerability are two most known
characteristics of man. His thoughts are endless. His ability to create, invent,
synthesize, conquer, expand, destroy, construct etc. is endless. I really think
that man is a little god.

Prison Reminiscences 11/7/55
ON A PIONEER
A pioneer. Whether a pioneer be born in Korea or Brazil,whether his skin is
blessed with nature's black, yellow or pink colour; whether it be in stone age,
medieval or modern times; whether the creed is based on the Bible or Koran;
whether in the field of science or in the area of social ethics; the common
element is that a pioneer is no yes-man, and that for him to carry out his life's
work, he must pay the prohibitive price of integrity. To avoid personal danger
is to deny the fulfilment of the creed of his profession. To him life must
remain a philosophical irony where his final fate will pose a question to the
world - "Why do good men suffer?"
His role is not to fight against that question. His true function is to pose that
question once more, not by the words of his mouth, but his devotion to a
cause for which when called upon, he would be willing to sacrifice his life. As
a manof honour, he will shun all external losses. His strength must come for
nothing artificial . He would owe his conscience to no one. His vision must
not be limited by fear of losing his property.Cravings for good name must
not make him equivocate when he should be passionate. His new idea must
not make him apologetic. His benefit is impersonal. He is satisfied with the
accomplishment of an end.
From Price of Integrity.

ON TIME
I don't believe that anyone can progress who does not understand these two
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ON

items, time and space upon which nature based its fulfilment. In a general
way, time and space are interchangeable. It takes time to cover a space. It
takes space to contain time.
Time is a guest of every person. It visits us, but will not always remain. Only
those who realise that time is their guest, that buckle up in time to treat it as a
guest - with courtesy, respect and promptitude. As a guest, time demands
urgency. Unless you treat time as such, it is bound to depart as all unwelcomed
guests do, and shall never return! At every moment, put something into its
store. That something which you put will bear testimony to your affinity with
time after space has separated you from it.
We are what we make time and God is what time makes us. Our role is to
understand this and therefore make use of our time, while we wait God's time
to influence our affairs in the ultimate. Those who simply have no value for
time are next to animals.

From his Prison Reminiscences 20/10/56
"CITIZENS OF THE WORLD"

Who are the "citizens of the world?" By that phrase, I mean those men and
women who in such a time of spiritual imbecility and moral degradation as
our own, can act the prophet of their own generation. I use the word prophet
advisedly. A prophet has specific qualities and anticipates certain things
from the society. He must be rigorous, aloof (even though he is in the soci-
ety) inflexible, alert and impersonal. To accomplish his aims within the soci-
ety, he must be capable of a humble disposition and noble indignation. He
must be ready to accept the scorn of the ignorant masses and the pressure of
the privileged men. He must understand the ultimate values for which he
stands and towards which he wants to direct the society. Those values must
be dynamic - things that satisfy tomorrows and not the limited worship of the
transient of todays.

These men compelled the attention of their contemporaries to the vital ques-
tions of those ultimate values for which men live. They saw life as a chain of
connected and inter-related movement punctuated with a continual change.
They were not afraid of change. Rather they asked: Why do men live and
what do they live for? They showed that life is synonymous with service and
forgetfulness of self: living beyond egoism. They indicted idle reliance on
patriotism alone; to them patriotism was not enough.

Without Bitterness Page 362.
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ON THE HUMAN MIND

The finite power of man shall always bow to the infinite powers of God.
When we say that man is made in God's image, we are referring to the human
mind. It has certain attributes of God. It thinks and it probes indefinitely, it
acts fearlessly, it creates progressively, it refuses to be controlled, and it
cannot be imprisoned. It may be threatened but it is always unafraid. Failure
does not conquer it. Defeat and death only suspend but do not stop the mind
from going on

From "Balance Sheet of a Mission 1953
ON_JOURNALISM

Journalism seeks and finds sensations and tragedies. It enjoys the flashy, the
emotional, the questionable, and the unusual items in life. It thrives on dis-
cordance, on things movemental, argumentative, the revolutionary. Journal-
ism can be noble when it assumes the office of prophecy - when it redeems
and proclaims high moral edicts on the altar of freedom. It can be unbalanced
sycophants. A journalist born or made is either a mad man or a saint or a
combination of both.

From My Assignment 20/10/65
ON MAN, THE CONTRADICTORY_ BEING

One of the strongest qualities of man is his love for something that hates him,
something that makes things difficult for him. For example, man loves gifts
but he trusts him most who makes him pay for every gift.
Man 1s a contradictory being. Persons hard to deal with are the people man
appreciates. Hate man, he wants you; love him, he avoids the truth, he runs
you down; be a sugar to him, he sucks you down, be a vinegar, he leaves you
alone; save man, he crucifies you; destroy him, he honours you. Man the
contemporary 1s a bundle of contradictions.
Man the remote is the appreciator of things he once destroyed and threw
away. Man's appreciation for the things he once despised rise with time. As
time grows deeper and faster, he increases his appreciation. The more the
extent of the original hatred or destruction, the greater the appreciation later.
This quality of man explains why matyrs are deified and assassinated heroes
turned into immoral gods long after their deaths.

From his Prison Reminiscences No. 2.

ON _PRAYERS
Prayer 1s a positive thing and yields positive results. What prayer does not do
is that it does not comply with all our wishes, but it directly, invariably keeps
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a devout person in absolute serenity. It gives a person a perfect power of
self-possession, inner strength and happiness which produces integration.
From his Prison Reminiscences No. 6
ON HUMILITY
Frankly, man is not a humble being. God is not humble. All those who had
been acclaimed as the greatest spiritual leaders, prophets and saints were the
least humble. Why all the pretensions about humility? Unless I have miscon-
ceived the meaning of that word, but I have not. I am afraid I do not accept
the attributes of humility attached to most arrogant persons like Socrates,
Christ, Gandhi, or Lincoln. Read their lives. Their dogmatism, their
egocentricism, arrogant exclusiveness, and tell me where they are humble.

ON POETS
No doubt, poets are dangerous, or at best illuders. The imaginations in the
words of poets may lead to trouble. But life doesn't glow with joy until it is
lived poetically and dangerously. I endorse the type of courage and hope
which poets awaken in the human mind.

ON_CONFLICT
Wars come and go. Tribalism rises and declines. Man's inhumanity to man
explodes and vanishes. Tragedies of ignorance with all its natural handicaps
and catastrophes, fall with varying incendiaries on everyone; social iniquities
are cruel to some, unbriddled prosperity and power ruin others; but through
every situation in this variagated scene, man finds his way through the glitter-
ing star of a fresh vision.

ON THE WRITER

Generally, the writer is the man thinking; the man expressing his thought; the
man interpreting nature; the man capturing ideas;the man generating imagina-
tion; the man recording the abstract; the man conserving the traditional; the
man welcoming the innovation; the man generating the renovations; the man
unifying the concept of people's cultural and historical existence.

Poverty is the greatest obstacle to creative work. Poverty either imposed by
war or ineffective social program is inimical to the growth of an effective
writer.
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ON MAN'S INHUMANITY TO FOOD

ON

Like all wild animals, man can eat almost anything from sand to worms. Man
is about the most omnivorous animal I know. He eats more beast than cami-
vores, he consumes more vegetables than herbivores, he eats more raw things
than beasts. He devours cooked food almost exclusively. He shares swim-
ming and drinks more water by gallons per day than fishes. He goes for
sweetest things, and sugar is manufactured in addition and still he spends by
the millions to purchase bitter leaves and drugs for his life. I am not happy
about man's inhumanity to food.

MARRIAGE

To me marriage between a man and a woman is a piece of wonder, an emblem
of delicate excitement, and avenue for a blood of indefinable blending flow-
ing into the sea of perpetuity. It is a miracle the way the union is made with a
thin invisible thread which once tied cannot be broken by the very parents and
blood relatives whose permission was sought in the beginning. See how mar-
riage softens the fistic lightening of any Joe Louise. Think how marriage
humbles the Helen-like beauties at the command of their husbands. What
wonder and what miracle cannot marriage wrought in a female sex. What
change can it not bring in a masculine gender? Marriage is madness at the
mercy of peace; it is passion at the mercy of poise; it is separation at the
service of unity. Let us adorn it for it is one of nature's wonder atoms in the
power house of human heart.

As an institution, it has become the most important in human experience. It
has been the oldest. It is the most mysterious. And yet it appears to be the
most novel, the most unmastered, the most dreaded, the most fragile. The
mystery of marriage is like the profundity of child birth or the conundrum of
creation. :

ON THE AFRICAN VIEW OF DEMOCRACY

To Africa, democracy must be something African to have permanence; it
must be something lively to have attraction; it must be something creative to
have appeal; it must be something spreading outward to have a following; it
must be something now here to have promise; it must be something practical
to have realism; it must be something true to draw faith; it must be something
altruistic to have a future and it must be something Godly to merit reverence.
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ON IMPERIALISM
Imperialism is anti-Christ. It has no spirit, no morality, It has no universal
principle. It does not respect other people's rights. It is a gospel of hate
which seeks its own. It is easily provoked, it is envious, it is proud; it does
not intend to bear anything, it rejoices in its iniquity and celebrates a triumph

that causes other thousands disaster.

ON SOCIAL MYTH

By social myth is meant a collective conviction of a people which anathema-
tizes the social evils of their times, while clinging unfalteringly to a definite
programme which conforms to their moral principles and ethical norms as
those, in turn, relate to their material and spiritual yearning. It is a group
decision not to be neutral in matters affecting social destiny; a belief that the
voice of the people is the will of God; resignation to a cause; a will to die in
the defence of a choice. It means a definition of means and end, and a deter-
mination to attain a particular end by a particular means.

ON AFRICAN IRREDENTISM
‘African irredentism must mean the redemption of Africa from social wreck-
age, political servitude and economic impotency; it must also mean extricat-
ing Africa from ideological confusion, psychological immaturity, spiritual
complacency, and mental stagnation. It must mean development of a new
literature by Africans to interpret African culture realistically to other peoples.

ON "EXCUSE - RECESSISM"

By excuse-recessism I mean the logic of reasoning with God, the philosophy
of "forcing" God to be on our side in executing our designs. The world 1s
made up of individuals whose psychology has been conditioned to the con-
ception of certain unknowable, invisible, omnipotent, omnipresent, omnis-
cient factors. Excuse-recessism sanction the belief that God is "manufac-
tured by the human mind. The morality and holiness of God seems to change
with morality and holiness of man. The disposition of God seems to change
with the disposition of the human mind from place to place and from age to
age.

ON LOYALTY
Loyalty is the fundamental ornament with which freedom is made attractive.
Without loyalty the citizens of a new born nation cannot make personal sacri-
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fices necessary to develop a modern country.

ON DESTINY

(©)

Destiny is an impartial god. It follows him who wills attends him who must,

joins him who can. There is no destiny if there is no enterprise, no destiny if
there is no plan, and no destiny where there is no determined spirit.

In the grim struggle of men to attain their ends, they are often alone, with none

to succour or to hinder. Fortune is a tide. It ebbs and flows and there is

nothing in this our mortal life that can never be looked upon as determined. If
our world 1s purposive, it is nevertheless inconclusive; if it is mechanical, it is

yet influx. The shaping of human destiny, the creation of a new world, is

within the almighty hands of human enterprise.

ON THE STONE: INDELIBLE LINES OF POETRY
RECTIFICATION

Fiercely did I pursue my directional orbit

With serenity did I propel around destiny

Successfully did I execute God's assignment

All because God is in front and behind

All because heaven absolves my weakness

They repair and rectify me all along

They give and sustain my spiritual dynamics

The chorus they sing is RECTIFICATION
Written on Feb. 6, 1997;
Time-7.30-7.45 am;
Place - Shaving Room

PRE-EXAM PRAYER

2

My God open my eyes, my mind

My God, give me poise, peaceful heart
Hold me in thy palm protectively
Direct my eyes to success items

In my attempt for academic growth
When my trust is in thee wholly

Only thy miracle, thy mystery
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I depend on thy mercy forever
7-10-96;
7.a.m;
Sacred Room

ON_NIGERIA

3. 1 own Nigeria my country
Her shame and pride are mine
A country blessed by God
The pride of African continent
That feeds both poor and rich
Forever Nigeria shall endure
Forever Forever Forever

(1996)

LISTEN
4. Devil's greatest weapon is deafness
His own accomplice is blindness
Devil's hand maiden is dumbness
With these weapons he goes to war
Devil's first messenger is impatience
His own captain is intolerance
Succumb to these maladies, Devil wins
Resist these maladies, sorrows of Satan
Chorus:
No deafness, we shall listen
No blindness, we shall see
No dumbness, we shall talk
No hurry, we shall have patience
No rejection, we shall understand
Weapons of war of sons of God
1-12-95;
Sacred Room

SEE IT THROUGH

5. Life is all awareness and dreams
When brought to earth we know we exist
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