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ustic.: Bola Yusuf of
Ibadanr ‘iigh court, yes-

terday ¢ rected the re-
instatement
Rasheed Ladoja as governor
of Oyo State pending the de-
termination of the
brought by 18 lawmakers
challenging the jurisdiction
of the court to entertain the
substantive suit brought by
the impeached governor.
“The status quo should
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L.adoja remains gov - Court

From Olumide Bajuiaiye,
Correspondent in Ibadan
remaifi with ('hichadbjé re-
turning as the state governor

till the 30th of January when
the court will rule on a pend-

LCC:

teau

s part of efforts to
prove charges of al-
leged financial impro-

priety against the Plateau
state governor, Chief Joshua
Dariye, the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission
(EFCC), has secured a court

order freezing the accounts of

the state government.

The order is sequel to an
application by the EFCC to
the federal high court, Lagos,
to freeze 33 accounts of the
Plateau state government in
four commercial banks.

The astder was signed by
Mrs. S.0. Ogundele, an As-
sistant Registrar of the court.
It stated that the order was

for the immediate freezing of

the said accounts pending

From Andrew Agbese,
Correspondent (Jos)

the conclusion of investiga-
tion of the activities of per-
sons linked with the acts.

Following the order, the
EFCC has written to all the
banks concerned to stop pay-
ments from the accounts of
the Plateau state government.

The banks in question
are; Diamond Bank, Lion
Bank, Allstates Trust Bank
and Union Homes.

The petition also indicted
the Chief of Staff to the gov-
ernor, Chief Alex Molwus, the
state’s Commissioner of Fi-
nance, Mr. Emmanuel Agati,
the Accountant General and
many others.

Drug addict
Kills father

25-year-old drug ad-
dict, Ado Inusa, has
een arrested for alleg-

edly killing his father in
Kankia, Katsina state.

The suspect was alleged
to have murdered his 65-year-
old father, Mallam Inusa Sani,
who had been advising him
against drugs.

The incident happened at
about 9 pm at the weekend
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geria (NAN),

when the victim returned from
the mosque.

The accused was alleged
to have smoked Indian hemp
and attacked his late father
with a sword.

Eyewitness accounts al-
leged that before Sani could
get assistance, he had been
inflicted with deep cuts which
caused his instant death.

The News Agency of Ni-
reports that
neighbours reported the case
to the police who later ar-
rested the accuscd.

The mother of the sus-
pect, Malama Sa adatu Sani,
told NAN on Tuesday that
she was asleep when the in-
cident happened

She said: “I rcally don’t
know how it happened and I
was not even ablc to see his
body.”

Sa’adatu confirmed that

Cont. on Pg 2

ing case before it on whether
has jurisdiction to entertain
the case in the impeachment
saga”, Justice Yusuf said.
The same judge had ear-
lier declared the impeachment
of Ladoja as null and void.

Co

But in a swift reaction to
the development, the Plateau
State government, through
the Commissioner of Informa-
tion, Honourable Yakubu
Dati, said justice has in this
particular case been misap-
plied'as it was the state gov-
ernor that was being accused
of wrong doing and not the

he third edition of the
TTrust Annual Dia-
logue, a yearly event
organised by the Media
Trust Limited, publishers of
Daily Trust and Weekly Trust
newspapers holds today at
Ladi Kwali Hall, Sheraton
Hotel, Abuja.
The theme for this year’s
dialogue is “Corruption: The

Malam Nuhu Ribadu

Reacting to the ruling,
Lekan Latinwo (SAN) and
member of the anti-Ladoja
defence team faulted the rul-
ing, saying the new governor,
Adebayo Alao-Akala, was
duly and constitutionally

people and government of the
state.

The commissioner said
the timing of the injunction is
suspect, coming at a time
when the state governor is
making efforts to deliver de-
mocracy dividends to the
people adding that the state

governinent would appeal the

Trust Dialo

By Emmaruel Bello,
Poli wal Edztor

Troublc With ngerla and
will feature “hc shairman of
the Economic ar. Finaaeial
Crimes Commissios* (EFCu

Malam Nuhu Ribadu, as
speaker. Others are Gen.
Ishola Williams (rtd) and Pro-

sworn-in hence he remains
the governor of Oyo state.
Also reacting, former NBA
national chairman, Wole
Olanipekun (SAN) and a
member of Ladoja’s defence
team, insisted that the rule of

freez
vt accounts

order.

“We will definitely appeal,
we will appeal against the or-
der because it will greatly af-
fect the good people of Pla-
teau State,” he said.

The EFCC in December
2005, re-submitted a petition
to the Plateau state House of
Assembly indicting the gov-

fessor Attahiru Jega, Vice
Chancellor of the Bayero Uni-
versity, Kano.

T occasion will by

cha v Major Gen.Garba
Ali .mmed (rtd) and the
ch” . cher is Alhaji (Dr)

Anko Dangote. The book to
be launched is entitled “Re-

Prof. Attahiru Jega
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law must prevail, adding tl
Ladoja is not the cause
the present agitation goi
on over the impeachment
the governor per se, but t}
the rule of law and respc
for the constitution mu
prevail.

According to him, sin
there has been a breach
the law and the constitutior
all other things that ha:

Cont. on Pg. ?

ernor as well as other officials
of the state government for
financial misdeeds. The pe!
tion listed about five banks
and financial institutions
through which the alleged fi
nancial transactions were car
ried out.
The petition claimed that
Cont. on Pg. ?

gue holds today

Model?,” a publication con
taining the papers delivered
in the previous edition of the
dialogue during which astute
academics expounded on the
nation’s economy.

This year’s topic is com
ing on the heels of the re
newed anti-corruption cru
Cont. on Pg. 2




“a Diamond Bank cheque for
N204 million was cleared into
Ebenezer Retnam accounts on
the instructions of Dariye.

The EFCC also said it dis-
covered that “between De-
cember 11,2001 and April 27
2004, N31.7 million was pr.d
from the Plateau state gov -m-
ment account “called ac count
payable maintained at Lion
Bank Plc to Dariy= company
at Allstates Trust Bank.”

One of the officials who
spoke to Daily Trust on con-
dition of anonyanity, said no-
body is sure when the order
will be lifted.

But the state’s commis-
sioner of information ex-
pressed surprise that the
EECC which was given an
opportunity to prove its case
before the House of Assem-
bly, could fail to turn up only
 for it to go and obtain a court
- order.

“Since they do not have a
case with the state govern-
ment, it shows that their tar-
get all along is not the gover-
nor but the good people of
Plateau State,” he declared.

Meanwhile, chairman of

the Economic and Financial
Crime commission EFCC,
Mallam Nuhui Ribadu, yester-
day, left members of the Pla-
teau state House of Assem-
i bly waiting for over three
hours as he failed to appear
i before the House committee
| investigating allegations of
 graft against the Plateau State
igovernor, Chief Joshua
Dariye.

The EFCC chairman was
expected to appear before the
panel at 10.00 am yesterday
to clarify issues on the peti-
tion submitted to the House
alleging various cases of fi-
nancial impropriety against
the governor.

But after waiting for over
- an hour, the committee de-
cided to go on break.

Some few minutes after 11
a.m while agreeing to recon-
vene at 12 noon to enable the
EFCC chairman and his team
enough time to get to the
venue of the probe.

When it was 12 noon,
chairman of the committee,
Alhaji Usman Zumunta
Musa, announced to the
members that there was a
need to give the “EFCC man
more time and asked that the
committee break again to re-
convene at 1.30pm.

But by 1.30 pm when it
was evident that the EFCC
team was nowhere near the
premises of the State Assem-
bly, the committee adopted a
motion to adjourn the sitting
to 12 noon today.

Chairman of the commit-
tee informed media men that
the EFCC has not communi-
cated with them and that the
committee has decided to ad-
journ to the next day.

He explained that the tim-
ing will not clash with the ex-
pected appearance of some of
the members of Pariye’s cabi-
net, stressing that precedence
would be given to EFCC if
they should come since the
EFCC is the petitioner in the
case.

“The priority will go to the
petitioner if the EFCC should
appear at the same time with
our invitees tomorrow,” he
promised.

Zumunta Musa who con-
e A s s TN Aid nnt

: EFCC Cont. from pg. l

their inabi' .y to honour the '
invitatior , said he is not go-
ing to puss judgment on them
“as t'.ey may have good rea-
s~-.s for not coming.”

But in a telephone chat |
with Daily Trust shortly after |
the committee adjourned sit-

ting, Head of Public Affairs of
the EFCC, Mr. Osita Nwaja,
expressed surprise that the
EFCC did not turn up for the
probe as according to him, a
team had already left Abuja
to meet with the committee.
He said the team may
have been held up due to

“transportation problems” as

according to him, the EFCC
was not sure of the time they
were supposed to meet with
the committee yesterday.

Nwaja further confirmed
that the EFCC chairman will
not make an appearance as he
(Ribadu), is supposed to de-
fend the budget of the com-
mission at the National As-
sembly.

“But the EFCC has good |

represéntatives in the team
they have sent to Jos,” he
added.

L4
Ladoja
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happened since the impeach-
ment are an aberration.
Meanwhile, fear contin-
ues to reign supreme in the
city as residents of the em-
battled state continue to stay
indoors following increased
opposition to the new admin-
istration in the state.
Unsure of the next politi-
cal development following
the removal of Governor

Ladoja by 1dyalists of Alhaji
Lamidi Adedibu, most work-
ers have refused to resume |
work at the state secretariat
while parents have also held

back their children from go-
ing to schools.
Investigations by our cor-

: respondent revealed that

most of the public schools in

. the state were deserted with

no sign of pupils and teach-
ers.
In the Ibadan metropolis,

- most of the markets were also
. shut while there were no trad-

ers at the roadsides stalls. The
roads were also deserted as
commercial bus drivers with-

drew their vehicles from the
roads solidarity with
Ladoja

Despite assurances by

the police and the new gov-
ernor of the state, Alao-Akala,
to workers and residents to
resume their normal activities,
most residents expressed ap-
prehension at the unfolding
political crisis in the state and
have decided to be cautious.

The situation was not
helped by the deployment of
hundreds of heavily armed
anti-riot policemen on the
roads and strategic peints in
the city.

In a statement by the

v

UAD’s convener, Abiodun
Aremu. the group has
mapped out series of mass

protests to force out the new
administration, warning
Akala to stop parading him-
self as the substantive gov-
emnor of Oyo State.

He urged the Inspector-
General of Police, Sunday
Ehindero, to return Ladoja’s
security details to him to en-
able him perform his consti-
tutianal duties as savernor of
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Air crashes: Senate c¢’ttee threatens

he Senate standing
I Committee on Aviation
probing the circum-
stances of the Bellview plane
crash has threatened to com-
pel the appearance before it
of the director of the Accident
Investigation and Prevention
Bureau (AIPB), of the aviation
ministry.

Issuing the threat yester-
day in Abuja at the opening
of a public hearing on the
crash of a Bellview airliner
October 22 last year, chairman
of the committee, Senator
Mohammed Ibrahim, said the
panel had asked the director
to appear yesterday but since
he refused with no known rea-
son, the last option was to
compel his attendance.

Ibrahim cited section 88 of
the constitution to prove that
the panel has powers to sum-
mon any official and order his
arrest if he fails to honour
summons.

Trouble began when
Ibrahim asked the Nigeria Civil
Aviation Authority (NCAA),
to tender certain documents
relating to the crashed airliner
but the NCAA boss said such
materials were in the custody
of AIPB which incidentally
did not appear at the hearing.

Earlier, acting permanent
secretary of the aviation min-
istry had informed the panel
that the AIPB director could
not come because the infor-
mation at his disposal was too
sensitive for public consump-
tion and apologised on behalf
of the director.

This irked the senators
who argued that there was no
information that they cannot

Drug
Cont. from pg. 1
her son was a drug addict.

The state police public
relations officer, Mr. Adamu
Yusuf, confirmed the inci-
dent.

The suspect, he said,
would be examined by medi-
cal doctors to ascertain his
mental condition.

Trust
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sade of government and the
growing controversy sur-
rounding the exercise.

The previous edition had
centred on the economy with
renowned economist, Profes-
sor Sam Aluko, delivering a
paper entitled, “Reforming
Nigeria: the Economic Dimen-
sion,” in which he examined
the centrality of the lower
rung of society and its sur-
vival in stimulating growth.

Malam Sanusi Lamido
Sanusi also delivered a dis-
sertation on the importance
for the anti-corruption cru-
saders to live above board if
their efforts will have any sig-
nificance.

Dignitaries expected to
grace the event include HRH

Alhaji Sulu Gambari, Emir of

Ilorin, who is also the royal
father of the day. Others are
Chief Ken Nnamani, Senate
president and special guest of
honour, Alhaji Bello Masari,
Speaker, House of Represen-
tatives and Hon (Dr)
Zephaniah B. Jisalo, AMAC

By Habeebl Pindiga, |
. Assistant Political Editor |

subpoena saying if the direc-
tor had appeared and pleaded

to speak in camera, they might
have obliged.
Senator Tokunbo

Afikuyomi, James Manager
and Baba Tella said the rea-
sons given were not plausible
as the senate committee had
wide probe powers and right
to be given any information
in the process.

Afikuyomi specifically
cited sections 6 and 88 as well
as the second schedule to the
constitution to push the point
further that no organ or indi-
vidual has investigative pow-
ers higher that that of the leg-
islature.

Manager said the
director’s action was con-

arrest of aviation official

temptuous of the legislature
and urged that the committee
take a firm decision.

Summing up contribu-
tions of the lawmakers,
Ibrahim said the committee
would meet to discuss invok-
ing the powers of enforcing
appearance of officials as
granted by the constitution.

Giving testimonies on the
Bellview crash, managing di-
rector of the Nigeria Airspace
Management Agency
(NAMA), Mr. Rowland lyayi,
said the radar equipment was
off for maintenance work at
the time the ill-fated Bellview
plane crashed. He, however
said this could not have led
to the crash but may partly
be responsible for the de-
layed location of the crash
site

lyayi said the radar had to

Prbﬁ Babalola Borishade,
Aviation Minister

be switched off during week-
ends for maintenance when
air traffic was low. The radar
at the Murtala Mohammed
International Airport, Lagos
according to him had beer

installed in 1978 which “is
light years behind whut 1s ac
ceptable today.”

Four Kkilled as unrest
heightens in Ivory Cost

angladeshi United Na-
tions peacekeepers
have pulled out of a

camp in western Ivory Coast
after clashing with support-
ers of President Laurent
Gbagbo, with the Ivorian
forces doing little to prevent
street protests.

Four of the protesters
were killed after a UN base in
Guiglo, 300km (187 miles) from
Abidjan, was attacked.

After three days of pro-

 tests, the crisis is escalating
. with youths surrounding UN

and French buildings in
Abidjan, the main city,a BBC
correspondent said.

Gbagbo’s supporters are
angry at attempts to dissolve
parliament.

International mediators
this week recommended that
parliament, whose mandate
has expired, be discontinued.

The BBC’s James
Copnall, in Abidjan, says the

national assembly is one of

Mr Gbagbo’s last power
bases in divided Ivory Coast.

Following the mediators’
move, the ruling party pulled
out of the transitional govern-
ment and UN-backed peace
talks and called on the 10,000

The Emir of Zazzau, Dr. Shehu Idris (Ieft/ and the Etsu-’\rupe, Alhaji Yahaya

during the presenmm n nf thc National Mosque rehabilitation committee repori 1o

By Abdu Labaran
Malumfashi, Foreign Desk
Editor, with agency reports

French and UN peacekeepers
to leave.

The country has been
split in two since a failed coup
attempt in 2002. Ivorian rebels
who control the north, say the
country is on the brink of war.

Nigerian  President,
Olusegun Obasanjo, is due to
arrive Ivory Coast on
Wednesday for talks with Mr
Gbagbo on the latest crisis.

In the early hours of
Wednesday, the UN base at
Guiglo was besieged by
youths supporting President
Gbagbo, known as “Young
Patriots”.

The 300-strong Bangla-
deshi peacekeeping force sta-
tioned there responded with
force.

“They had to defend
themselves,” said Captain
Gilles Combarieu, a UN mili-
tary observer.

“I know there are four from
among the attackers [who
were killed],” UN spokes-
woman, Margherita Amodeo,
told Reuters.

The UN decided to aban-
don the base and the pe:

1CC-
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keepers were beir

drawn to the dem ¢
zone further north. Cap
Combarieu said.

Our correspondent says
the Young Patriots are als
now in control of virtually a

the main streets in Abidjan

For a third day. youths
are stopping cars and check
ing identity papers at road
blocks. There is littlc public
transport and debris fron
Tuesday’s unrest is strewn
across roads.

Despite a ban on street |

demonstrations, the Ivorias

security forces have not actes
to stop the protests. The
have been few violent ing
dents but Abidjan «nd se»
eral other cities are paralyse

International 1 ato
were appointed by UN
help steer the co 3
wards elections duc

But the wruling
Popular Frovt.(FPI
the international ¢
of carrying out
tional coup d’etat’

A spokesman fi
New Forces whic
north. responded
not a future for Ivo
the FPI succeeds 1
putsch against the
cess. Tha
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9.30am -
9.40am -
9.50 am -
955am -
1000am -
10.10-10.20 am
10.20-10.30 am

10.30-10.40 am

10.40-10.50 am
10.50-11.00 am

11.00-11.10am
11.10-11.30 am

11.30-11.50 pm
11.50-12.10 pm
12.10-12.30 pm
12.30-12.50 pm
12.50-1.20 pm

1.20-1.30 pm

1.30pm -

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

Participants and invited guests arrive

Arrival of speakers, discussants, chairman of the occasion (Major Gen. Garba Ali Mohammed (Rtd) and
chief launcher (Alhaji (Dr.) Aliko Dangote cox. )

Arrival of Royal father of the day (HRH Alhaji Sulu Gambari, Emir of Hlorin)

Arrival of chief host, Chairman, Abuja Municipal Area Council (Hon. (Dr.) Zaphaniah B. Jisalo)

Arrival of Special Guest of Honour, Chief Ken Nnamani, Senate President, Federal Republic cf Nigeria
Arrival of Speaker, Fed. House of Reps (Alh. Aminu Bello Masari)and All State Governors National Anthem
Opening prayers

Introduction of guests by MC

Welcome address by the Chairman Board of

Directors of Media Trust Limited

Opening remarks by the chairman of'the

occasion

Remarks by the Chief Host, Hon. (Dr.) Zaphaniah B. Jisalo

Remarksby the Special Guest of

Honour, Chief Ken Nnamani

Bookreview by Abubakar Sanusi

MC announces launching of book by

the Chief Launcher, Alhaji Aliko Dangote & Co-launchers

MC announces book sale to audience

Presentation of first paper : >

Presentation of second paper

Presentation of third paper

Comments and Questions on the papers

presented

Vote of thanks by Alhaji Isiag A Ajibola,

Executive Director, Media Trust Limited

Closing prayers
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