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ANPP Reps challenge
_constitution review ¢’ttee

-‘ he National Assembly
Tcaucus of the All Nige-
ria People’s Party
(ANPP), has set up a seven-
man committee to advise it on
‘the constitutionality or oth-
erwise of the Senator Ibrahim
Mantu-led Joint Constitution
Review Committee.

Headed by Senator Timo-
thy Adudu from Plateau
state, the committee is to re-
port back to the caucus to-
night.

Terms of reference for the
Adudu committee is to find
out whether it is constitu-
tional for the National Assem-
ibly to have a joint constitu-
 tion review committee instead

of having twe separate com-

mittees of the Senate and the
e P ARG G C
that purpose.

Dependable sources told
Daily Trust yesterday that the
decision was taken at the cau-
cus meeting held behind
closed doors on Thursday to
deliberate on ways to tackle
President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s alleged third term

PDP govs may e

oMy colleagues can’t be trusted — Kure

terday that the meeting of

the 28 governors of the
People’s Democratic Party
(PDP), with the party’s execu-
tive scheduled to hold on
Thursday in Abuja, is ex-
pected to endorse a third term
for the president and chief
executives of the 36 states of
the federation.

Daily Trust gathered yes-
terday in Abuja that five PDP
governors spread across the
geopolitical zones of the
country are currently working
actively to actualize this goal.

The five pro-third term

Ind1cat10ns emerged yes-

~ By Habeeb I Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor |

agenda.

Confirming this to Daily
Trust yesterday, leader of the
ANPP caucus in the House,
Hon. Aminu Tambuwal, said
the committee was set up as
one of the caucus’s attempt
to shoot down the alleged
third term agenda.

“Yes, it is true that we
have set up a seven-man com-
mittee headed by Senator
Timothy Adudu to advise us
on whether it is constitutional
or it is within the rules of the
House or of the Senate, to set
up a joint committee of the
National Assembly for the

RIS A CHRE K (Y
constitution,” he said.

Asked why this decision
is coming now when the
Mantu panel has been in
place for years, Tambuwal
said, “when you are fighting
a war, you don’t bring out
everything from your arsenal

. ByAhmedI. Shekarau,
- Deputy Editor, in Abuja &
Aideloje Ojo, in Minna

governors, one each from the
North West, North East,
North Central, South South
and South West, are said to
be currently mobilizing their
colleagues to ensure that the
agenda sails through when
tabled at the meeting on
Thursday.

A newspaper report said
yesterday that the PDP has
summoned its governors to

L-R: Vice President Atiku Abubakar, Governor Orji Uzor Kalu of Abia State, General Ibrahim Babangida and General Muhammadu
Cont. on Pg. 2 Buhari at the wedding fatiha of the Vice President’s children in Yola... weekend.

rally support for the proposed
constitutional amendments
which may also deliberate on
the tenure of the executive.

Daily Trust learnt that the
PDP meeting might have been
hurriedly arranged to pre-
empt the meeting of the 19
Northern governors sched-
uled to hold on Friday in
Kaduna.

According to a depend-
able source, top on the
agenda of the Northern Gov-
ernors Forum (NGF), meeting
is the constitutional amend-

‘NITEL sale to
be revisited - BPE

he federal government

I has revealed plans to

review the privatisation

process of the Nigerian Tele-

communications Limited

(NITEL), together with its
mobile arm, Mtel.

Director General of the
Bureau of Public Enterprises
(BPE), Mrs. Trene Chigbue,
made ‘this. known during a

By Anas A. Galadima,
Business Reporter
press conference in Abuja
yesterday where she said the
sale of the company would be
revisited to allow more com-
petitors to bid for the firm as
a way to get a better offer for

the company.

"Cont. on Pg. 2

ment and tenure of office of
the executive.

The source hinted that the
NGF has constituted a six-
man committee of profession-
als drawn from the three geo-
political zones of the North to
advise it on the best line of
action to take over the con-
stitution review and the
widely reported third term

agenda.

The source disclosed fur-
ther that the six-man commit-
tee is supposed to present its
report at the next meeting of
the NGF, which Daily Trust
learnt, was earlier scheduled
for Thursday.

Daily Trust learnt that the
NGF meeting had to be
shifted to Friday, “after the

ndorse 3rd term

ruling PDP hurriedly sum-
moned its governors to that
pre-emptive meeting.”

But an official of the
Kaduna state government
declined comments on the al-
leged rescheduling of the
NGF meeting. The official
could neither confirm nor dis-
prove allegations that the

Cont. on Pg.

Ladoja: Thugs break up Soyinka’s rallv

undreds of people
believed to be politi-
cal thugs, yesterday

broke up a massive rally
scheduled by Professor Wole
Soyinka to protest the uncon-
stitutional removal of former
governor of Oyo state,
Rasheed Ladoja, two weeks
ago.

The protest was set to
take-off peacefully as the
crowd gathered at Oke Adu
near the NTA, Ibadan, as early
as 7am to await the arrival of
the Nobel laureate, Professor
Soyinka and others.

However, the protesters
were attacked by hundreds of
machete-wielding thugs who
arrived the venue in commuter
buses.

They were suspected to
be-supporters of a powerful

From Olumide Bajulaiye
who was Ibadan =3

Ibadan pollt1c1an

The thugs on arrival, fired
gun shots sporadically into
the air and threw bottles as
they attacked the protesters,
injuring some of them in the

process.
During the attack, a pho-
tojournalist with The Sun
newspapers, Dada Osasona,
was injured. He lost his hand-
set and his camera was dam
aged.
Some of the thugs were
Cont. on Pg. 2
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- NGF meeting was resched-
uled at the instance of the
PDP members of the forum,
some of who are alleged to be
 the pro-third term advocates.

Meanwhile, the Niger
state governor, Engineer
Abdulkadir Kure, yesterday
confirmed the perceived
crack in the ranks of the 19
northern governors over the
2007 presidency, the ongoing
constitution review and sev-

eral pertinent issues of inter-

- est to the region.

Similarly, the governor

‘who spoke yesterday in
- Minna when he received a del-
egation of the Northern

Union (NU), also blamed the
region’s elite for its secming
unending woes.

Engineer Kure said that
the problems of the North are

i compounded by the 19 state
- governors, whom he said are
not united in the pursuit of

the interests of the region.
He told the visiting mem-
bers of the union led by its
vice chairman, Professor
Ango Abdullahi, that while he
and some few other gover-
nors of the region are con-
scious of their term’s limit in

‘ office, “the same cannot be
isaid of some of our col-
' leagues.”

According to him, any-
time he walks into the confer-
ence room of his office, he
looks straight at the portraits
of those who preceded him.
He said this readily beckons
on him the fact that he must
one day vacate the throne as
chief executive of his own

PDP gOVS Cont. from pg. 1

state.

In addition, Kure said he
also remembers at every given
moment his pact with the Al-
mighty God and the fact that
he is accountable to God. “I
also remember my commit-
ment to uphold the Nigerian
constitution.”

In a veiled reference to the

division among the 19 north- |
ern governors over the 2007 |
presidency and the rumoured !
third term agenda, the gover- |
nor said: “But I’m afraid to tell |
you that several of my col- |
leagues cannot be trusted on

this (third term agenda).”

Enginecer Kure reiterated
that some of the northern |

governors cannot be taken
for their words on the north’s
efforts to resist the much-
talked-about third term
agenda of President
Olusegun Obasanjo. “And
it’s a matter of regret because
it’s a breach of the trust our
people have in us,” he regret-
ted.

Professor Abdullahi had

earlier told the governor that |

they were in Niger State as

part of the group’s efforts to |
mobilize northerners to come |
up with a united front in 2007. |
The former vice chancel- |
lor of the Ahmadu Bello Uni-
versity (ABU), Zaria, also la- |
mented that the North has
been marginalized in the

scheme of things under the
present dispensation stating
that the North wants power
shift for equity and fair-play.

he Federal Polytechnic
TBida, Niger State, was

shut down as students
went on rampage to protest
the murder of a female student
of the institution by unknown
person.

The victim identified as
Miss Olayemi Bolaoluwa
Janet, was an HND one stu-
dent of the department of
Hotel and Catering Manage-
ment.

Daily Trust gathered that
the institution was forced to
shut down when the students

AN PP Cont. from pg. 1

at the same time. This action
is one of our weapons to fight
the emerging trend in our po-
litical scenario. Of course, | am
talking about the third term or
extension of tenure agenda.”

He said immediately the
Adudu committee reports
back today, the caucus will
swing into action.

Daily Trust learnt that the
ANPP committee comprises
lawyers who are also mem-
bers of the Mantu panel.

The strategy of the ANPP
legislators, according to a
source, is that if the Adudu
committee confirms the un-
constitutionality of the Mantu
panel, then two separate mo-
tions would be presented to
the two chambers asking for
the disbandment of the con-
stitution review committee.

Should this fail, Daily
Trust learnt that the caucus
may go to court to stop the
committee from going ahead
with the review process.

Section 62 of the 1999 con-
stitution that gives powers to
both chambers of the Na-
tional Assembly to appoint
committees reads: “(1) The
Senate or the House of Rep-
resentatives may appoint a
committee of its members for
such special or general pur-
pose as in its opinion, would
be better regulated and man-
aged by means of such a com-
mittee and may by resolution,
regulation or otherwise as it
thinks fit, delegate any func-
tions exercisable by it to any
such committee.

“(2) The number of mem-
bers of a committee appointed
under this section, their térms
f office and quorum shall be
fixed by the House appoint-

ingit.

“(3) The Senate and the
House of Representatives
shall appoint a joint commit-
tee on finance consisting of
an equal number of persons
appointed by each House
and may appoint any other
joint committee under the pro-
visions of this section.

“(4) Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed as
authorising such House to
delegate to a committee the
power to decide whether a bill
shall be passed into law or to
determine any matter which it
is empowered to determine by
resolution under the provi-
sions of this constitution, but
the committee may be
authorised to make recom-
mendations to the House on
any such matter.”

seen chasing the protesters
with machetes while damag-
ing vehicles parked near the
protest venue.

Before the hoodlums got
to the protest ground, about
2,000 armed policemen had
earlier arrived with three
armoured vehicles stationed
at the entrance of the venue.
Despite the development, the
organizers however vowed to
go ahead with the rally.

Chairman of the Cam-
paign for Democracy (CD),
Comrade Moshood Erubami,
who came out to address the
rally, was arrested and beaten
to a state of unconsciousness

byypolicemep as he tried to

» marchiout With protesters.

Some parts of Ibadan like
Gate and Beerc were com-

Daily Trust

From Aideloje Ojo,
Correspondent (Minna)
reportedly embarked on the
violent protest immediately
the death of Miss Janet was

made known.

Daily Trust also learnt that
the quick intervention of the
Etsu Nupe, Alhaji Yahaya
Abubakar, saved the situa-
tion and prevented the further
escalation of the violence
which was already spreading
to Bida town.

The Etsu Nupe, who ad-

dressed the restive students
on the campus, urged them to
remain calm and promised that
the perpetrators of the grue-
some murder would be tracked
down.

The royal father was said
to have invited the student
union leaders to his palace
from where he prevailed on
them to maintain peace and
go back to their hostels.

It was learnt that peace
has returned to the institu-
tion.

Contacted, the police

Rescue workers check for survivors under the rubble of a collapsed building in Nairobi. At least six
people were killed and about 200 others injured... yesterday.

She said, “the govern-
ment has decided to revisit
the entire transaction pro-
cess. Due to the limited com-
petition at the close of the
presentation, we are working
with our advisers, BNP
Paribas, to introduce further
competition in order to have
a more robust financial bid
exercise”.

Orascom Group of Egypt
emerged winner of the tele-
communications firm by offer-
ing to pay $256 million at the

opening of financial bids in
Abuja on December 29, 2005,
following the refusal of the
second bidding firm, Newtel
International, to submit its bid
in the second round of bid-

LadOja Cont. from pg. 1

pletely shut down by the pro-
testers. Most residents of the
city also stayed indoors while
some commercial drivers with-
drew their vehicles from the
roads leaving many commut-
ers stranded.

An attempt by the protest-
ers to converge again at Gate
bus stop was disrupted by
heavily armed policemen sta-
tioned at strategic spots
around the city.

The policemen were seen
all over the city moving men-
acingly as they dispersed
commuters gathered at bus
stops..

An activist of the Yoruba
Revolutionary Movement
(YOREM), Comrade Wale
Balogun, was also attacked
by the policemen at a road

NITEL Cont. from pé. 1

ding.

But the amount offered by
the firm fell far below the
government’s reserved price
hence the sale was declared
inconclusive by the National
Council on Privatisation
(NCP).

The BPE boss explained
that while Orascom was still
on board, other interested
bidders would be allowed to
bid for NITEL/Mtel. She how-
ever did not say when and
how the other bidders would
be brought on board.

She also revealed that the
federal government has so far
realised N80 billion from the
sale of public enterprises out
of which about N43billion

junction near Gate.

Balogun who was ad-
dressing the crowd before the
disruption, said the rally was
organized to save democracy
in the country. “We are not
supporters of Ladoja or Alao-
Akala. We are not members
of the PDP or AD.

We are here to demon-
strate our support for democ-
racy”’, he said.

Armed mobile policemen
stormed the junction and fired
teargas into the air disrupting
the rally.

As at the time of filing this
report, Prof. Soyinka was.yet
to show up and his where-
abouts. was uncertain.

was raised in 2005 alone. A
total of 24 enterprises were
sold last year.

Speaking on the BPE’s
privatisation target this year
which she tagged “vision
2006.”’she observed that over

50 enterprises have been |

slated for sale within the year,
including the Kaduna, Port
Harcourt and Warri Refinery
companies as well as the
seven successor companies
to Power Holding Company
of Nigeria (PHCN).

Others are Nigerian Rail-
ways, NITEL, Nigeria Gas
Company, LPG plants, The
National Hospital, National
Stadium, Stallion Property
Development Company,
Lagos International Trade
Fair Complex and oil service
companies.

The federal government,
according ‘to her, will also
commercialise some public
companies within the year.
These include the Nigerian
Television Authority (NTA),
Federal Radio Corporation of
Nigeria (FRCN), Nigeria Na-
tional Petroleum Corporation
(NNPC), Federal Housing
Authority (FHA) as well as
the River Basin Authorities.

The DG also spoke on the
sale of the Aluminium Smelter
Company of Nigeria
(ALSCON). She said while the
financial transaction for the
company has been con-
cluded, there are still certain
issues that are yet to be re-
solved. “ALSCON came to fi-
1ancidl closure long ago but
n terms of handover, there are
till issucs that are yet 1o be

esolved,” she disclose

public relations «
(PPRO), Niger Stat
command, Lawal H:
Assistant Superint
Police (ASP), confirn
incident.

He said the polic
drafted a contingen!
riot policemen to the ¢
to maintain peace and p
the destruction of proj

The PPRO said tt
police have restorec la
order in the instituti

~ MUP begins
GSM campaign
against 3" term

By Habeeb 1. Pindig
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ampaign
President Ol
Obasanjo’s

third term bid has gon
as the Movement fo
and Progress (MUP)
sending GSM text mcs
asking Nigerians to

T -

7

| the agenda..

“Are you a patri

i Nigerian? Just say no
{ term! No to money polit

No to mandate purch
Courtesy: Movement
Unity and Progress.” On
such text messages reces
on Sunday reads.

MUP protem chairn
Col. Abubakar Umar (r
confirmed to Daily T7
yesterday that the group w as
behind the ‘texting’ mode of
the anti-third term crusadc

Meanwhile, MUP has
called on all Nigerians
brace up for a mass acti
against unconstitutiona
tendencies.

Umar in statement
Abuja, said his group back
by Professor Wole Soyink:
call for civil disobedience
protest government’s alleg
rape on the constitutis
particularly the ouster of t
Oyo state governor, Rashex
Ladoja.

“We wish to furth
repeat our carlier appeal
Nigerians to join in the s
action embarked upon b tl
people of Oyo state in pr
against the efforts of ag
of the federal governme
illegally depose Gove
Rasheed Ladoja. Ex
citizen must tag along «
concert with other Niger a1
all actions that are neede
rescue our count

democracy and unity
assure its progress,” th

President Oba-anj



defer: ‘¢ at the National Assembly in Abuja... yesterday.

: Chairrran, House Committee on FCTA, Hon. Phillip Aduda (right) and Hon. Abdullahi Farouk during the FCTA budget

Felix Onigbinde.

3rd Zorm: Governors did not meet in Bauchi - zairani

ontrary to mec ' rep-
orts that governy.c of
the nineteen northern
states are meeting in Bauchi,
the state, commissioner of
information, Alhaji Ibrahim
Zailani, told Daily Trust that
this was not the case,
dismissing it as a romour and

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor
handiwork of Governor
A-omu Mu’azu political

trad"ice:

“As you arc speaking
with me, the governor is in
his private room sleeping

|

Hajj stampede: Saudi to

pay N4m to victims families

e Saudi authorities are
reported to have
agreed to pay N4

million to families of each of
the 400 victims who died in a
-stampede during the hajj.
An official of the Nigeria
- Technical Committee on Hajj
(TCH 2006), told Daily Trust
in Mecca on condition of
ranonymity that sequel to
various complaints and
demands from the affected
countries, the Saudi gover-
nment has agreed to pay
100,000 Saudi Riyals {N4m) to
cach of the affeécted families.

Daily Trust learnt that

various countries that
.recorded casualties angrily
wrote the Saudi government
. for compensation deman-
- ding about N8 miilion.

But after several meet-
ings, the source said, the
parties settled on N4 million.

[t satd arrangements were
being made by the affected

governments to confined the

about the

i LG

necessary aata

chnEuiee 1 1dj

| From Hassan A. Karofi,
in Mecca

threatened to deport an |
official of the Meridian airline |
after the TCH security team |

in Saudi Arabia accused the
airline of breach of contract.
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and has no plans for any

17t

meeting with governors on
any issue. Governor Mu’azu,
like all good Nigerians, is
committed to obeying the
constitution, working for the
good of his people.

“He, Governor Mu’azu, is
committed first and foremost
to ensuring the social good
of the Bauchi people and
Nigeria in general. So, please,
our good leader has nothing
to do with convening the
meeting of governors for any
issue. Please, count him out

resident Olusegun
Obasanjo has accused
ministers of violating
the monetization policy of
the federal government by
allocating to themselves fleet

i Limited,

{hmad Seni Yarime
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of such issues. We do not
know about such meetings,”
he stressed

Media reports said that

the Bauchi state capital was |
to play host to a meeting of |
governors to foster the third |

term project. In particular,

northern governors at the |

said meeting, were to endorse
proposed
amendments and foster the
public hearings, a prelude to
the amendments for the third
term.

i By Isa Sanusi,

i Assistant Head (Home News)
of vehicles for their personal
use. The president said: “This
is a disturbing trend consid-
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constitutional |

calls for independent
probe of NNPC

onference of Nigeria

Political Parties

/ (CNPP) has called for

an independent probe of the

oil industry, saying that the

President Olusegun Obas-

anjo administration has no

moral high ground to probe
itself.

The call came on the
heels of the setting up of an
ihvestigation by the Federal
Government into the acco-
unts of the Nigeria National
Petroleum Corporation
(NNPC), following the discl-
osure by the Federation Acc-
ounts Allocation Committee
(FAAC) that N290 billion had
been diverted by the corpo-
ration from the Federation
Account.

In a statement released
yesterday in Abuja signed by
the national Publicity Secr-
etary, Mr. Osita Okechukwu,
CNPP said “it wishes to note
also that the revenue Fiscal
and mobilization Comm-
ission, had in the past noti-
fied the nation that the NNPC
has been very irresponsible,
unaccountable and less than
transparent from its records
to the Federation Account
and indeed to the Nigerian
people.

“Whereas, CNPP agrees
with the efforts of the Obas-
anjo regime to fight corru-
ption, we wish to alert the
nation that, monumental
corruption going on in the
petroleum sector, diminishes
and makes nonsense of the
anti-corruption crusade of

ering that it is being perpe-
trated by senior government
officials™.

A letter Obasanjo addre-
ssed to the Secretary to the
Government of the Federa-
tion. made availabl to Daily
Trust, also banned ministers
from the use of siren and pilot
vehicles within Abuja with
the exception of the minister
of thic Federal Capital Terri-
tory.

The President’s directive
to the ministers says: “No

- official vehicle and driver are

to be attached to ministers,
special advisers, senior
special assistants, permanent
secretaries, even though each
ministry is allowed to main-
tain a pool of utility vehicles.
No utility vehicle is to be

OUR ERROR

We © inadvertently

wispiaced the captions of
the weddings of the Vice
President son and daughter
in our page 3 of yesterday’s
edition. The correct caption
is Abdullahi Babalele and

his'bride former Miss.
Aisha Atiku Abubakar

s regretted.
Ag. EDITOR

By Sufu_van Ojeifi
(Special Correspond

the administration™.

The = statement
“CNPP does not need t«
hlight the flagrant abu
due process in the m:
ement of facilities and a
tion of oil blocs in the
stry, but bemoans the g
standing and hallow :
tion. of transparency
regime that runs a filth
COTITUPL O} INdustry”

The Conference n
ained that corruption
NNPC has to be traced
doorsteps of President
anjo who “doubles as t
bstantive Minister of
leum and the buck st
his table™.

It stated that “there
reform programme that \
meaningful without a
parent and truly g
administration of the
tion Account”, ac
“CNPP consequently calls
an independent probe
oil industry, as the regin
no moral high grou
probe itself”.

The Conference sai
if government fai
institute an independ
probe, the Economic an:' |
ancial Crimes Comm s
(EFCC) should prob
NNPC, adding that if nc
these happens, “we !
institute an order for n
amus, to probe the rec
abuse of process in tl
industry in the precc
years”.

® €
ministers
assigned permanently t
minister, special adv s
senior special assista
permanent secretary
vehicles are to be assi
to them as well as other s
officers as their duties
warrant.”

“Ministers and «
entitled officers are not 1
pilot vehicles and s
within Abuja. Such vel
can only be used when
have cause to embark or
cial duties outside Ab
However, the President
“only the minister o
Federal Capital Territo
virtue of the peculiar n
of his office has been e
pted from the above r
ctions.”

Daily Trust recalls
this is about the third
that the president has b
ministers and other s«
ffictals from ustng swce

President Obasan«
issued the directive wl
came to power in 1999
was ignored with time
three years later, he aga
cause to issue the dir
again.
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