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Two Years of Biafra
ENCOURAGED b) his recent military

success Col. Ojukwu has said that 
Biafra is ready to face a 10-ycar war. 
The position two years after the declara­
tion of Biafra's secession is such that he 
can be taken seriously. Biafra's people 
have shown such fortitude and ingenuity, 
her leaders have shown such stubborn­
ness, that their continued resistance can 
be taken for granted. The people, still 
genuinely persuaded, in spite of the 
experience of millions of their fellow- 
countrymen in Federally held areas, that 
the alternative to resistance is torture and 
massacre, the 
all on a gamble which they still f 
win, arc deaf to argument and indi 
to suffering.

Objective calculation would show that 
l the end the Ibos must be confined into 

their overcrowded and infertile heartland, 
so that they should now negotiate the 
best terms they can with the Federal 
Government Resistance will continue 
to depend, as it has depended, on an 
air-lift of food and supplies (almost all 
from non-African countries) of an unpre­
cedented kind, which could end at any 
time—and not only by the loss of Uli 
airstrip. Foreign exchange could dry up 
completely, disease might weaken a 
resistance which starvation has little 
affected. More countries might recognise 
Biafra; but some which have offered 
recognition could withdraw it. In spite 
of the strength of the human will, the 
physical basis of Biafra's survival is 
flimsy. But Col Ojukwu and his col­
leagues continue to demand that, in effect, 
the Federation should recognise secession 
before negotiation and should accept the 
possibhty of Biafran re-occupiation of 
the non-lbo areas of Eastern Nigeria.

On the Federal side the disposition to 
negotiate is now weak There is confi­
dence that the Federation can economic­
ally sustain a war indefinitely, whatever 
political strains that may bring. It is 
probably Col. Ojukwu's realisation that 
the swelling oil revenues are the main 
reason for Federal confidence that has 
persuaded him to adopt the otherwise 
dangerous policy of attempting to ter­
rorise the oil companies, and to concen­
trate his military effort on a drive to the 
oil areas of the South, where the Third 
Division has lost much of its panache

because of dilution by new recruits. But 
just as Federal air raids have probably 
done more to strengthen than weaken 
Biafran resistance, so Biafra’s present 
raids—like the early Biafran ones on 
Lagos and other cities—strengthen 
Federal resolve to carry on the war.

The Federal Government is convinced, 
too, and the evidence is very strong, that 
the non-lbo peoples of the former Eastern 
Region would bitterly oppose even dis­
cussion of their possible return to what 
they regard as Ibo domination. In spite 
of the continuing backstage approaches, 
the prospect of negotiation appears neg­
ligible. Col. Ojukwu will continue to 
insist on recognition of secession before 
talks. General Gowon on renunciation 
of secession and acceptance of the new 
twelve-state structure.

On the Federal side the army has • 
increased ten times in size since the war 
began, and the training and supply of 
this force—as well as restoration of 
discipline in the original force—have 
been a considerable achievement. Federal 
strategy and tactics during these two 
years can be questioned, but there now 
need be little argument about objectives 
and the command is more unified than 
in the past. Talk of military stalemate 
is, therefore, premature; talk of recap­
ture of the Rivers State by the Biafrans 
only speculation. But the Federation is 
now on the defensive, while the Biafrans 
talk of another invasion of the Western 
State and arc sustained in their con­
fidence by the illusion that they arc suc­
cessfully fighting not Nigeria but Britain 
and the Soviet Union. Leaving aside the 
question of continued arms supplies, 
there can be no certainty of a quick or 
easy Federal military victory.

All over the world, therefore, even 
some who have strongly supported the 
Federal cause ask why another effort 
should not now be made to negotiate 
peace, even if that means conceding a 
form of sovereignty to at least the East- 
Central State. The answer may seem 
callous, but it is the one on which real 
peace depends. To concede sovereignty 
to an Ibo State would certainly lead later 
to another, and perhaps more bitter, 
w-ar; while for the Ibos the East-Central 
State cannot offer a livelihood

The Federal case docs not depend, as
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some of those abroad nov 
Ojukwu. Relations beweet 

the Federation and sovereign Biafn 
would be bitter even when not hostile 

Il is argued, however, that if the Ibe 
were forced to remain in the Federatior 
they would only bide their time to nuh 
another attempt at secession, and couk 
never develop satisfactory relations will 
other Nigerians. Although a large num 
ber of Ibos now live in peace outs.-di 
the former Eastern Region and a small 
numbers are returning to the North, reb 
tions between Ibos and other Nigerian! 
will be extremely difficult But that r 
no reason to condemn this part of th 
world to perpetual war.

many suppose, on the hypothetical con­
sequences to other African countries of 
successful Biafran secession, important 
though these may be Nor does it real!) 
rest on another hypothesis, the possible 
consequences for the rest of Nigena 
which, like Biafra itself, may be frag 
mented if Biafran secession is accepted 

! The real Federal case is that if BiaGs 
secession was accepted, but the Federa­
tion remained intact, the peace would 
only be a prelude to another war.

Sovereign Biafra could only cotnprw 
the I bo areas of the East-Central State 
since it is quite impossible for th 
Federal Government to abandon the t»< 
new non-Ibo states of the former Hasten 
Region Even the East-Central Stan 
could be called viable by present Africa 
standards, but the Ibos could not be coo 
tamed indefinitely in this area and wouli 
seek, as they have m the past, but nor 
as foreigners, an outlet in the Federation 
So the hopc-for separation of Ibos Iron 
Nigerian could never be complete

Over the Niger there arc. too. half: 
million Jbos in the Mid-West State 1 
the East-Central State became sovengn 
these Ibos might be anxious, or be urged 
to join the new Biafra. Measures taker 
by the Nigerians in these circumstance 
could supply the pretext to Biafra fo 
another war. An independent Biafr. 
would also seek allies elsewhere insdi 
the Federation, and would continue K 
be aided by 
assistin Col.
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Personalities and Politics in Ghana: 3
From a Correspondent
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Bilson Departs
In the end Dr. Bilson went olf with 

his small All Peoples Congress, while a 
man like Mr Joseph Amamoo. the former 
CPP supporter who left Dr. Nkrumah's 
camp and now edits the Ghanaian Tones. 
supports Dr. Busia. and some other 
potential Third Force men are with Mr 
Gbedemah Dr de Graft-Johnson has 
established his own All Peoples Party 
Mr Joe Appiah has his own Nationalist 
Partv Paddling vour own canoe or 
following the big guns, prove more attrac­
tive than subordinating aspirations to an 
untried leader

In mv previous articles I referred to 
other ol the small parties which arc now

a Southerner with 
icticc in Kumasi, is gener- 
I’ilh originating the idea of 

He was considered to 
iperience. but that 

iood. Even if later the 
lit have to call on the

now f
National Alliance of Liberals, [ 
that his party would salvage thi 
economy. He criticised pres.

ic policies and claimed tl
three years of deliberate stagnation. 

He promised a liberal democracy the has 
already claimed that there were many 
people in the CPP of liberal tendencies!.

It is not clear, however, from the 
speeches of either of the two main leaders 
what changes they would or could make 
in present economi • • —
have less prospect 
easier to make [

any party or 
must know 

lould also mean 
irties that 
i should

AS soon as it was realised that the 
National Liberation Council was 

serious about an early return to civilian 
rule in Ghana, politicians began to con­
sider possible groupings. It was clear 
at once that, as is still true, the two men 
who had most chance of civilian leader­
ship were Dr. Busia and Mr. Gbedemah. 
But to return to the leadership of men. 
however excellent, who had made their 
political reputations in the early 1950s 
and, accordingly, to the issues of those 
days, was not a prospect that appealed 
to everybody. The idea of " the third 
force" was born—a grouping of people, 
whatever their previous allegiance, who 
were determined only to look forward 
and to forget the quarrels of the CPP 
and the National Liberation Movement, 
and to draw together Ghana’s best 
talent from whatever quarter.

Dr. John Bilson. 
a medical praci 
ally credited vvi 
the Third Force, 
be without political exj 
was all to the goc 
Third Force might 
political experience of Dr Busia or Mr 
Gbedemah. it was argued, at least it 
could first be established as a genuinely 
new and independent movement.

All this t.me political parties were still 
officially banned (the ban was lifted in 
April by Brig Aftifa), but there were a 
large number of private political gather­
ings It was hoped, however, that when 
the Constituent Assembly met. in January, 
it vvou’d be possible for hkc-mindcd peo­
ple to get together and form a grouping 
from which a party might later emerge

In the end there was no Third Force. 
If anything emerged from the Constituent 
Assembly it was that its members tended 
to support Dr. Busia (though because of 
the way it was appointed, selected and 
elected, too much need not be read into 
that). No single person could be accepted 
as a possible alternative leader to Dr. 
Busia and Mr. Gbcndcmah although a 
number of men thought themselves suit­
able for this role.

claiming attention in Ghana because of 
the failure of the Third Force to emerge. 
There is the Peoples Popular Party of 
the former CPP supporter. Dr. Willie 
Lutterodt (now in trouble with the NLC 
since he is alleged to want to bring Dr. 
Nkrumah back) There is. Alain, the 
Ghana Youth Front of Mr A. K. F. 
Grant. There is the Black Power Party 
of Mr Robertson Safi (who is temj 
ily out of action havn 
as he put it, for ", 
without any apparer.i 
implications of this for his proj 
Others come and go, but none | 
impression of permanence.

Il was expected that the Trades Union 
Congress might decide that the time had 
come to establish a Labour Party But

now by an overwhelming major i. it has 
dec.UwU to remain neutral its .aders 
arc. no doubt, divided between th. .e who 
retain some CPP sympathy or < avc a 
CPP past and those who are co.iscious 
only of the CPP's efforts to destroy inde­
pendent trade unionism There was a 
Labour Party unconnected with the TUC. 
but this has now been merged with the 
Republican Party of Mr P K 1 
the former CPP minister who I 
expected to join Mr. Gbedemah but who 
has remained on his own Another for­
mer CPP supporter. Mr. Alex-Hamah, 
has also established a party

What policies are the parties advoca­
ting? 1 said earlier that the real issue 
in Ghana is who is able most efficiently 
and with the greatest popular support to 

ry on the present policies for restor-
the economy The parties, however, 

can scarcely present themselves to the 
electorate purely on this platform. Dr 
Busia at the formal launching o 
gross Party went into little detai 
miscd improved health services and 
ing protection of workers' interests 
against exploitation etc Mr Gbedemah.

Addy's Secret Formula
Mr. Joe Appiah has promised almost 

price paid to cocoa farmers 
iptation for all parties since 

. discontented 
with their present price. Mr. Mark 
Addy of the National Reconstruction 
Party neatly avoided any precise commit­
ment while making the biggest promise 
of all He said that for ” reasons of 
political strategy" his party’s “secret 
formula for curing all the economic ills" 
of the economy could not at present be 
divulged.

Some of the new small parties, it is 
alleged, hope that before nominations 
are actual.y made for the general elec­
tion. one of the major parties will accept 
their assistance and offer a suitable 
reward for it. Others may disappear, 
others may merge. •
picture is the same 
beginning of the year 
stand out as likely 
and Mr Gbedemah.

For the future the important thing is 
that neither bases his support exclusn ’ 
or even mainly on one area of 
country, that no pai 
"chief " party or an 
that no party is attemj 
voters from real 
nco-colonialism.   

:ady clear that the mass oi Ghanaians. 
:r their experience of the Nkrumah 
ime, are very wary of politicians, 

politician is going to find it easy 
this time to win power even if organisa­
tion rather than ideology will probably 
be the deciding factor.

This also means that 
alliance that wins power 
that it is on trial. It she 
that any party or group of par 
forms an official opposition  
realise that if it does its job well, it has 
every prospect of coming to power. This 
may be the most important development 
of all for the future of democracy. For 

f oppositions in West 
' has fully demonstrated 
judgment recently made 
r.hed American senator 

’’ power corrupts
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in a Jewish Theological Seminary, but 
had later gone in for. general studies at 
Columbia. His friends said he had long 
been deeply upset by the world’s inaction 
about Biafra’s suffering and he left on the 
grass a large cardboard sign saying: 
M You must stop genocide - please save 
9 million Biafrans.” Whether his gesture 
will have the slightest effect 1 can’t say. 
Students I asked about it said that it 
might arouse public opinion or have some 
effect on the American government. 
When I asked them would it have any 
effect on General Gowon or Colonel 
Ojukwu they seemed surprised. For all 
their idealism they seemed unable to 
break away from the idea that it was the 
United States that mattered in these 
affairs.

Obviously the Institute’s main task is 
to train people for work connected with 
the U.N. or international bodies, and the 
main beneficiaries are those from poorer 
countries which cannot arrange such 
training themselves. On the research side 
the programme includes study of the 
international "brain drain" of profes­
sional people from developing to devel­
oped countries, and of certain problems 
of international law. Chief Adebo was 
already Vice - Chancellor - designate of 
Ibadan when U Thant appealed person­
ally to General Gowon to release him 
for the UNITAR job (he is called 
Executive Director and holds the rank 
of a United Nations Under-Secretary). 
His predecessor, and first Executive 
Director. M. Gabriel D’Arboussier of 
Senegal, had managed to get UNITAR 
under way. Chief Adebo’s administra­
tive talents will ensure that the staff, and 

so far contributed (still inade- 
II produce results.

Never have I attended a more cordial 
meeting than the session of the Trucstcc- 
ship Council which elected the new Presi­
dent and the Vice-President for the com­
ing session and discussed procedures. For 
in spite of all the heat engendered by 
colonialism. South West Africa, by 
Rhodesia and even by Anguila, the UN 
Trust Territories arc now reduced to two 
and, as Lord Caradon said, this was one 
organ of the UN whose object was to 
extinguish itself and which had nearly 
achieved this object The leader of the 
French delegation, formerly 
President, was unanimously elec 
dent. The leader of the Australian dele­
gation (who had two men from Papua- 
New Guinea, one of the two remaining 
Trust Territories, in his delegation) was 
unanimously elected Vice-President. The 
chief Russian delegate, while taking the 
opportunity to emphasise the Soviet 
Union’s consistent anti-colonial stand, 
congratulated the President and Vice- 
President warmly, the Chinese delegation 
did the same. Beaming on the small 
gathering from the platform was Mr. 
Issoufou Djermakoye of Niger, the UN 
Under-Secretary responsible for the 
Department of Trusteeship and Non- 
Sclf-Govcrning Territories. A tall im­
pressive figure, and formerly a very 
important politician in his country and in 
the "French Union", Mr. Djermakoye 
has plenty of trouble with the other part 
of his portfolio (though I found him to 
be most reasonable and objective about 
Rhodesia and the rest): so the cordiality 
with which he greeted the.delegates on 
this occasion was entirely sincere.

raffia, spotlighted with jungle colours 
and given a special Muzak and bongos". 
They are displayed each for its own 
worth. At the Metropolitan Museum, it 
is true, in a room adjoining the exhibi­
tion, a film runs constantly to explain 
that, for example, masks are meant to 
be worn, usually in a dance. But this 
is a long way from the Peabody Museum 
at Harvard or the Smithsonian Institute. 
Soon, too, a book on Yoruba aesthetics 
by Robert Farris Thompson of Yale 
seems likely to upset fashionable notions 
about the purely religious or ritual 
nature of traditional African art. For 
what is normally called “taste" is wide­
spread among the Yoruba when dis­
cussing traditional art—the delicacy of a 
line or the roundness of a mass attracts 
approval in Oyo no less than in Paris, 
and the most favoured works arc those 
which arc sited at a point somewhere 
between “ absolute abstraction and 
absolute likeness".

hotel television 
... . myself con­

fronted with a professor lecturing on 
African history. Looking at the fashion 
pages in the New York Sunday Tinies 
magazine 1 sec a trouser-suit made in 
Liberia of hand-woven cloth. But this 
kind of recognition of Africa is now 
commonplace here. The arrival at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art of an 
exhibition in which African sculpture 
plays a major part is far more signifi­
cant. This is the special exhibition of 
the art of Oceania. Africa and the 
Americas, taken from the New York 
Museum of Primitive Art. It is from 
the collection Governor Nelson Rocke­
feller gave to the Museum of Primitive 
Art (he must feel his current rebuffs in 
Latin South America the more because of 
his devotion to traditional American art) 
Its importance is that, probably for the 
first time in the United States, traditional 
African art is on show at a major art 
gallery as art. not as ethnography, as 
“antiquities", or merely as curios (the 
single Benin

Gallery at Washington scarcely affects 
the argument). The exhibition is beauti­
fully mounted and lighted. For example 
a Benin belt mask of the kind now very 
familiar takes on a new significance 
because of the subtle lighting which 
emphasises the beautiful colour of the 
old ivory. The familiar Bambara 
antelope head pieces take on a new 
elegance when displayed individually 
against a background and with 
which emphasise their form.

Above all. as is claimed by the 
Museum of Primitive Art for its own 
exhibits, these pieces are not “displayed 
like a boy scout’s collection of arrow 
heads". Nor are they "swamped in

One of the least known of the United 
Nations’ agencies is also headed by a 
West African. Chief Simeon Adebo. But 
perhaps the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research should not be 
called an agency, since, established in 
1965, it is an autonomous body depending 
on voluntary contributions from U.N. 
members. It is, in a sense, a United 
Nations university, with a board of 
trustees of which Mr. Kenneth Younger, 
Director-General of Chatham House, is 
chairman. Seventy-seven countries and 
eight private foundations have pledged 
or paid over S5m. for UN1T/XR, whose 
estimated expenditure this year is Sl-34m. 
In his office in a building across the road 
from the U N. headquarters. Chief Adebo 
told me about his training programme. 
This includes a course at Dakar for new 
recruits and junior officers in the foreign 
services of twelve independent French- 
speaking countries, and a similar course 
for English-speaking officers at Makerere. 
There are courses and seminars for 
officials of permanent missions at the 
U.N., seminars on pro' ’ 
assistance and devek 
Ababa and at Dakar, 
in collaboration with <.___
A UN staff college is also

It was shortly after this meeting t) 
young Bruce Mayrock burnt himself 
death on the lawn outside the UN build­
ing in protest against Biafran suffering. 
He seems to have been a former student
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ILO's increasing activity in the higher 
echelons of industry. While the short- ; 
age of skilled workers on the shop floor ■ 
is still critical in some countries, there 
may often be an even greater lack of 
local managerial talent and exoerience. I 
It is this appreciation which 
establishment, as an 
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Management [ 
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experts are already at work. A similar 
centre at Conakry is now also coming 
into operation, and this development is 
likely to be followed elsewhere in the 
region.

At a middle level, again, between early 
vocational training and that in manage­
ment, is the Instructor and Foreman

(ions for international standards have 
now been adopted by the Conference and 
passed on to its member 
in effect, they constitute an 
Labour Code, th* 
perhaps ILO's 
Although the Org 
of enforcing compliance with these stan­
dards. the machinery exists to examine 
complaints that they are being broken 
or ignored by any country that has rati­
fied the Convention concerned. Thus, 
two recent instances dealt with allegations 
of forced labour, in one case in Portu­
guese African territories, in the other, in 
Liberia. In each case, investigation 
showed that governments were not 
directly responsible, and were in fact pre­
pared to take action to rectify the situa­
tion shown to exist in certain private 
commercial undertakings.

In common with the other specialised i 
agencies. ILO carries out many projects 
financed through the United Nations 
Development Programme. They range I 
from sending individual experts to deal 

specific, ml hoc problems, to the 
ilishmcnt of large permanent training 

institutions. In recent years, for example, 
expert advisers have been to Cameroon. 
Morocco. Ethiopia and Congo (Kinshasa), 
among other countries, advising on the 
establishment or codifying of social and 
labour legislation and similar activities. 
Elsewhere, recent projects have been con­
cerned with setting-up 
training centres, with tl 
viding more opportt 
young artisans in the 
towns. In this way it is hu 
or forestall their drifting 
where all too often their 
adds to unemployment and social unrest. : 
This is. of course, especially a problem 
in countries where the population explo- ' 
sion is making itself felt, which is not | 
generally the case in West Africa. But | 
the enormous growth of centres such as ; 
Ibadan shows what can happen, and : 
highlights the need for the sort of antici- I 

action that ILO helps to make

'pHE International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) celebrates its 50th anniversary 

this week. Founded in 1919, and affili­
ated to the League of Nations, it is the 
only major organisation set up as a result 
of World War I to survive intact. 
Developing slowly but surely from sane, 
firm foundations, it is now recognised 
as one of the elder brethren of the United 
Nations family, which it joined as a 
Specialised Agency in 1946 If in some 
ways ILO's ideas and methods seem a 
little old fashioned and slow, compared 
with those of omc of the big, brash 
organisations that came into being after 
World War II. the fact that it has 
managed to survive in the stormy waters 
of labour relations (as difficult and 
dangerous now as they have ever been) 
says a great deal for its innate stability 
and the good . cnse with which it has 
been run ovc: the past half century. This 
stability in particular is perhaps due to 
a unique arc v isc decision on the part 
of ILO's founding fathers, namely that 
governments, employers and workers 
should all be officially and separately 
represented in the bodies controlling the 
work of the Organisation.

Today, with a membership of 120 
States (compared with 45 in 1919). ILO 
is better equipped than ever to pursue 
its aims, redefined in 1944 to proclaim 
the right of all human beings “ to pursue 
both their material well-being and their 
spiritual development in conditions of 
freedom and dignity, of economic security 
and equal opportunity". To this end, 
the International Labour Office, a secre­
tariat of over 2.000 under a Director- 
General (for the past 20 years, David A 
Morse of the United States) operates 
at the Organisation's headquarters in 
Geneva. As a field force, ILO also com­
mands more than 600 experts working in 
some 250 technical co-operation projects, 
mostly in the developing countries still 
in the early stages of industrialisation.

The Organisation's programme is 
decided by the International Labour Con­
ference, which meets annually and at 
which each member state is represented 
by four delegates, two from the govern­
ment. one each representing the employ’'^ 
and workers. This pattern is repeated ■» 
the 48-membcr Governing Body, 
operates as an executive council 
three bodies. Conference. Governing 
Body and Secretariat, together make up 
the International Labour Organisation as 
a whole. While the bulk of the staff 
are at the Geneva headquarters, there 
are some 30 regional or area offices, three 
of them at Dakar, Lagos and Yaounde.

The programme is implemented in three 
main ways: by setting up internationally 
agreed standards for such matters as 
working conditions, levels of pay. indus­
trial safely, and all aspects of workers' 
welfare, through technical co-operation 
projects; and by information, education 
and research into relevant problems. 
Some 260 Conventions and Recommcnda-
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parallel rural and industrial develop- 
it in the developing countries, while 
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provide for opportunities for the 
□ts.” What must be done, in fact 
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Yomckpe. government delegate and adviser: Mr. Benltim, TUC General 
Mr. Bannerman-Menson. employers’ delegate.

un me researen sioe, mucn oi iluj 
Institute for Labour Studies, which was 
set up at Geneva in 1960. Its speciality 
is research on social and labour policy, 
and advanced education in labour 
problems. As such, it is a centre at 
which leading experts—administrators, 
trades union officials, university lecturers 
and others—meet both as instructors 
and pupils. This Institute will have an 
increasingly important part to play in 
the coming years, especially in relation 
to the great new development being 
initiated by ILO’s Director General to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary, the World 
Employment Programme.

Basically, the aim of this ambitious 
new global initiative is the determina­
tion to stem the rising tide of unemploy­
ment and underemployment, by fostcr-

jo liner services, P 
lie cargo-carrying

id West African ports 
jola.

eria, Ghana and 
les. Passengers 

ppod with 
r's Suites.

available in their own 
applies to many of 
countries of Africa.
work centres on the International 

On the research side, much of ILO’s

Training Centre at Dakar, 
of “sandwich” courses is being put into 
effect: the pupils at this establishment, 
which is run in close collaboration with 
local industrial undertakings, 
years at the Centre, full tir 
first year, then on a basis of tw’o months 
there at a time, followed by two months 
at a factory.

Other West African projects have led 
to the establishment of the Advanced 
Training Centre for Labour Administra­
tion at Yaounde, which caters for 
French-speaking Africa; and. at a 
national level, a smaller centre training 
labour inspectors at Kinshasa. Congo. 
At the highest level, in relation to this 
type of training, is the International 
Centre for Advanced Technical and 
Vocational Training, established by 
ILO at Turin, Italy, in 1965. This is 
intended for developing the managerial 
and higher technical skills of those who 
have advanced beyond the facilities

mg I 
ment 
cncouraj 
to retumi 
that will r 
" have-not 
is to show how to 
and to ensure that 
make those jobs worthwhile arc every- 
where available. In effect, this amounts 
to a concentration on the development 
of human resources, which arc still all 
too often left behind as industrialisa­
tion goes ahead on the most modern, 
mechanised lines. The programme for 
Africa is already in preparation, and will 
certainly be one of the activities 'dis­
cussed at the present International 
Labour Conference in Geneva. Once it 
has been formulated and agreed in com­
mon with those for all the other regions, 
action programmes will follow which 
together will constitute the ILO con­
tribution to the Second UN Develop­
ment Decade for 1970 to 1980.

No other UN Agency’s work is more 
closely tied to the lives of human beings 
than that of ILO. many of whose 
problems and policies are directly con­
nected with the details of every working 

No other agency can call 
years unbroken experience.

/namic approach implied in 
the World Employment Programme 
should make the Organisation’s second 
half century as successful as the first has 
been, and even more valuable to man­
kind.
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Africans Before Columbus?

Basil Davidson
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[Muhammad] did
— He equipped 

thousand

:mity 
xhaustcd your food and 

'hey went away; their absence 
any of them returned, 
ship reappeared. We 

in about their adventures. 
: replied, we sailed for 
i to the moment when we 
mid-ocean something like 

My ship 
on, and 

tcred this 
:ared and did not 
not know what had 

me, 1 
lid not

aplc in
ita's description of
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Ibn Battuta 

“armour-bearers bring ir 
aims—quivers of gold and silver, swords 
ornamented with gold and with golden 
scabbards, gold and silver lances, and 
crystal maces.”

Mansa Musa's Story
And then, of course, there is the famous 

conversation of 1324-5 on trans-Atlantic 
voyaging between the Emperor Mansa 
Musa of Mali (c. 1312-37) and a Cairene 
scholar called Ibn Amir Hajib (recorded 
in turn by al-Omari. a few years later, in 
his Masalik ab Absar ft Matmilik al 
Ainsar), which, one hopes, is also in Mr. 
Heyerdahl's mind

"I asked the Sultan Musa how it was 
yer came into his hands. ‘ We 
told me. * from a house that

The ruler

Small Boats on the Sea
Now it seems very probable indeed 

that Musa said this to Ibn Hajib who 1 
told al-Omari, a careful annalist whose , 
information about Mali rested on other i 
eye-witness accounts by Egyptian 
scholars who had sojourned there But ' 
most European historians have supposed 
that Musa was merely boasting, and ; 
have pooh-poohed the idea that he might ' 
have been telling the truth.

Perhaps Mr. Heyerdahl, in sailing in 
an ancient sort of boat from Morocco 
to the Caribbean, will be able to per- | 
suade them differently. Given the I 
capacity of small boats to sail the 
oceans, as shown by many venturers in ; 
these past years and months, the matter 
can do with some more thought. The j 
Mali of Musa's time undoubtedly 
possessed large sailing boats for the 
Niger—on this the evidence is scarcely 
in question—and it is hard to see why j 
these boats should not have sailed on 
the sea as well.

Those who believe that the sailors 
of Mali did in fact reach the Americas 
have other evidence to adduce. They 
point out that ships sailing west from 
Senegal would pass the Cape Verdes a

JJR. THOR HEYERDAHL, the Nor­
wegian anthropologist who became 

famous for sailing across the South 
Pacific on a raft of balsa wood, has begun 
to sail across the Atlantic, from Morocco 
to the Caribbean, in a boat of papyrus 
reeds. But why that kind of boat, why 
not a West African sailing canoe? For 
the real interest of Mr. Heyerdahl's bold 
enterprise is likely to lie not m demon­
strating that the Pharaonic Egyptian 
could or did cross the Atlantic, but thi 
West Africans could and did arrive in 
the Americas before Columbus.

It is an old controversy Columbus 
and other early European arrivals in the 
Americas came back with quite a bit of 
evidence, suggestive but inconclusive, 
that black peoples from Africa had 
already reached those shores. Various 
writers have pointed, from time to time 
over the past twenty years and more, to 
the likely West African origins of these 
black explorers, notably of that " tribe 
of Almamys” who were said to have 
settled in Honduras. They remind us 
that Columbus himself reported that the 
American Indians of Hispaniola had told 
him that “there had come to Hispaniola 
from the south and south-east a black 
people who have the tops of their spears 
made of a metal which they call gnaniii, 
of which he had sent samples to the 
Sovereigns to have them assayed, when it 
was found that of 32 parts, 18 were of 
gold, six of silver and eight of copj

One writer has claimed that git 
was a Mandc word meaning gold, 
this same writer, Leo Wiener, goes on to 
point out that the Dutch memoirist 
William Bosman, writing around 1700. 
explained that Africans on the west coast 
frequently made an alloy of gold, silver 
and copper. Another writer, Harold 
Lawrence, further strengthened the same 
case for a West African origin of these 
black people in Hispaniola by recalling 
Ibn Battuta's description of the imperial 
court of Mali in 1352. Al royal 
audiences, Ibn Battuta recorded, 

in magnificent

who preceded me [probably Mansa 
Muhammad] would not believe that it 
was impossible to discover the limits of 
the neighbouring sea [i.c. the Mali 
empires’ western and south-western sea, 
the Atlantic. He wanted to find out 
and persisted in his plan.

“He had two hundred ships equipped 
and filled with men, and others in the 
same number filled with gold, water and 
supplies in sufficient quantity to last for 
years. He told those who commanded 
them: Return only when you have 
reached the extremity of the ocean, or 
when you have exhausted your 
water. They went away; thei 
was long before 
Finally, a single 
asked the captan

" * Prince, he 
a long time, up 
encountered in r 
a river with a violent current, 
was last. The others sailed 
gradually as each of them entc 
place, they disappes 
come back. We did i 
happened to them. As for i 
returned to where I was and di 
enter that current.

" ' But the emper 
not want to believe 
two thousand vessels, a thousand for 
himself, and a thousand for water and 
supplies. He conferred power on me 
[Mansa Musa] and left with his com­
panions on the ocean. This was the last 
time that I saw him and the others, 
remained absolute master of 
empire.’ ’’

little north of latitude 10 degrees North, 
and that in doing so they would sail 
into the steady westward-flowing 
Equatorial current, and thence in _ 
Antilles Current as far as the Gulf of 
Mexico. They also recall that Columbus 
on his third voyage had information 
from the Cape Verde Islands that 
" canoes had been found which start 
from the coast of Guinea and navigate 
to the west with merchandise

The view that Mansa Muhammad’s 
expeditions were a figment of Mansa 
Musa's imagination, or that, if they 
really did take place, they altogether 
failed to reach the Americas, has thus 
to overlook a great many bits of and 
pieces of evidence to the contrary. This 
evidence has been largely set aside by 
historians, one cannot help feeling, 
because of some inherent preconception 
about the inability of Africans to navi­
gate at sea. Modern historians might 
well reconsider the matter, especially if 
Mr. Heyerdahl's venture is successful. 
Medieval Mali was no mere outpost of 
the civilised world of those times: on 
the contrary, it was in touch with the 
eastern world of Islam through many 
travellers and learned men. and the 
eastern world of Islam was very familiar 
with the sea. Travelling was very much 
in the spirit of West Africa, then as later; 
and if by land, why not by sea as well? 
Good luck to you, Mr.
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Sir,—Could readers tell me why Nigeria 
should not now return to civilian rule? I 
feel that if soldiers want to be soldiers 
they should now go to the field and face 
the war as best they can and leave the 
running of the government to the civilians. 
For how can a squadron officer effectively 
draft, propose and champion a Bill to 
protect the man in the street while he at the 
same time has to keep an eye on the radar 
finder or on the movement of raiders on 
the horizon*! Have we not all seen now 
that the Army have assumed the attitudes 
which we decried in the old civilian govern­
ment and which we have ourselves ensured 
will not accompany any new one But 
what is most important is that this civil 
war has now reached a stage where Nigeria 
can only settle it from inside a fully fledged 
Parliament.

Sir.—The name Ahmadu Bello 
is revolting to many Nigerians. 
Ocularly to me as a former stu 
finds his 
College 
Zana Br 
tution by its 
Zana" would 
in outlook, 
the very fact 
presc 
Belle 
factor as Mr. 
and drcams of 
tinuation.

I do not doubt that Sir Ahmadu Bello 
was a notable ruler who deserves to be 
remembered, but I suggest that a hall of 
residence he named after him (Is the 
Sultan Bello Hall at the University of 
Ibadan connected with him or not0)

This is the time when Nigerians must 
identify themselves as Nigerians and their 
institutions be made completely Nigerian in 
outlook to erase that sordid atmosphere of 
clamsm that has poisoned our very lives.

S. Onokee Marioghae

-..city given to the Biafrans 
: tint money is the most 
tor in politics Real genocide 

on in Southern Sudan for 
years yet no one says anything 
The Pope knows about it, the 

Council of Churches knows about 
International Red 
and 
inch

i great interest Mr. 
(May 

imisc" The 
on both sides.

That is the j 
for war and I therefore 
Mr. Adekoya is worried.

Both sides have gone to the conference 
table many times. The conclusion is 
always "No progress". The other alterna­
tive for getting the war over with is on 
the battlefield. The Nigerian Government 
has repeatedly tried but cannot get the 
conflict solved, why then seek a compromise 
at the twelfth hour'* The aim of the 
Nigerian Government has always been 
peaceful coexistence between every citizen. 
Most Nigerians arc willing to see the Ibos 
back and to live and work with them. 
After all. we arc all brothers.

The war is not as bad as it is presented 
by some news media employed by Ojukwu 
for propaganda purposes. Mr. Adekoya 
should seek the true picture of the situation 
He should find out how the Ibos in the 
liberated areas and in the other parts of 
the country are getting along with other 
Nigerians We want the other Ibos back. 
Nigeria, the OAU and all lovers of 
kind have called on Oiukwu to 
If he loves his rebel followers 
seek a compromise with Niger 
is not willing to compromise 
force him to. Definitely, the 
will be on the battle ground.

: is n 
poor Aft 
medical sup; 

ic money for 
sending ambass 
looks on while 
arc gradually svipmg out 
negroes Perhaps lira . 
the “crusade" to bring 
tion to the negroes 
autonomy (not secession) 
deserve.

Sir.—Please allow me to comment on Mr. 
Oycdiran Makindc's historical hallucination 
(May 24) which received Dr. J. ~ 
Peel’s personal correction. There ' 
name like Bashorun Odejinu in the 
of Ibadan but Bashorun Fajunmi 
Peel’s sound rejoinder may be exhaustive 
but the real fact was not fully slated.

Admittedly, my maternal grandfather’s 
father Babalola. like other rulers before his 
son Akammole Fijahi. emigrated from 
neighbouring towns. Not only was 
Akanimole Fijabi the first Bale of the 
reorganised government as confirmed by 
Johnson (History of the Yorubas) but the 
first indigenous Bale of Ibadan, i.e., bom

“ University of |
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name echoes -
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■treat interest Mr. 
May 
The

on both sides, i 
That is the pr 

for war and I therefore cannot 
Mr. Adekoya is worried

Both sides have gone to the conference 
table many times. The conclusion is 
alwass “No progress". The other alterna­
tive lor getting the war over with is on 
the battlefield. The Nigerian Government 
has repeatedly tried but cannot get the 
conflict solved why then seek a compromise 
at the twelfth hour? The aim of the 

always been 
ry citizen 

see the Ibos 
with them.

Sir,—The publicity given to the Biafrans 
convinces me that money is the most 
important factor m politics Real genocide 
has been going on in Southern Sudan for 
over five years yet no one says anything 
about it. The Pope knows about it. the 
World Council of Churches knows about 
it, the International Red Cross knows 
about it and above all the OAU whose 
members include lanzania, Ivory Coast, 
Gabon and Zambia.

There is no oil in Southern Sudan and 
the poor African-., have not enough money 
for medical supplies for the victims, let 
alone money for propaganda (publ city and 
sending ambassador abroad) So the world 
looks on while the dominant Islamic Arab* 
arc gradually v.ip.ng out the minority pagan 
negroes Perhaps I) est Africa can take up 
the “crusade" to bring the world's atten­
tion to the negroes suffering for the 
autonomy (not recession) which they 
deserve

ing the war over with
The Nigerian Govcrnmc 
tried but cannot get t 

why then seek a comj
I hour? The 

Nigerian Government has 
peaceful coexistence between every 
Most Nigerians arc willing to 
back and to live and work 
After all. we are all brothers.

The war is not as bad as it is presented 
by some news media employed by Ojukwu 
for propaganda purposes. Mr. Adekoya 
should seek the true picture of the situation. 
He should find out how the Ibos in the 
liberated areas and in the other parts of 
the country- are getting along with other 
Nigerians We want the other Ibos back. 
Nigeria, the OAU and all lovers of man­
kind have called on Ojukwu to give up. 
If he loves his rebel followers he should 
seek a compromise with Nigeria, but he 
is not willing to compromise We cannot 
force him to. Definitely, the only miracle 
will he on the battle ground.

Sir.—The name Ahmadu Bello University 
is revolting to many Nigerians, and par­
ticularly to me as a former student who 
finds his alma mater, the former Nigerian 
College of Arts. Science and Technology. 
Zana Branch, turned into a sectarian insti- I 
tution by its very name. “ University of I 
Zana" would be more “overall Nigerian" I 
in outlook, the present name echoes 
the very factors that exploded into the 
present civil war. for which Sir Ahmadu 
Bello's clamsm was as much a contributory 
factor as Mr Ojukwu's greed for power 
and drcams of grandeur arc to its con­
tinuation

I do not doubt that Sir Ahmadu Bello 
was a notable ruler who deserves to be 
remembered, but 1 suggest that a hall of 
residence he named after him (Is the 
Sultan Bello Hall at the University of 
Ibadan connected with him or not-’)

This is the time when Nigerians must 
identify themselves as Nigerians and their 
institutions be made completely Nigerian in 
outlook to erase that sordid atmosphere of 
danism that has poisoned our very lives.

S. Onokee Marioghaf

Sir,—Please allow me to comment on Mr. 
Oycdiran Makindc's historical hallucination , 
(May 24) which received Dr J D. Y 
Peel's personal correction. There was no 
name like Bashorun Odcjinu in the history 
of Ibadan but Bashorun Fajunmi Dr. 
Peel's sound rejoinder may be exhaustive 
but the real fact was not fully stated 

Admittedly, my maternal grandfather's 
father Babalola, like other rulers before his 
son Akammolc Fijabi. emigrated from 
neighbouring towns. Not only was 
Akanimole Fijabi the first Bale of the 
reorganised government as confirmed by 
Johnson (History of the Yorubas) hut the 
first indigenous Bale of Ibadan, i.c., born

city of Ibadan. Akinycle 
i) has reference.

Drs. Awe. Ajayi and Mabogunjc's con­
tributions are not quite comprehensive, in 
t.ia' the extended Oja-lba started originally 
in front of Iba Oluyolc's compound, this 
proximity giving the market its present 
name. Oja-lba

Ga. Iba Oluyolc's father (who emigrated 
from Oyo-llc or Old Oyo), was a nephew 
of the Alafin Atiba who appointed Oluyole 
Bashorun of Ibadan.

Sir.- 
shoui 
feel 
they 
the i 
runni..„ ----------- .
For how can a squadron officer effectively 
draft, propose and champion a Bill to 
protect the man in the street while he at the 
same time has to keep an eye on the radar 
finder or on the movement of raiders on 
the horizon-’ Have we not all seen now 
that the Army have assumed the attitudes 
which we decried in the old civilian govern­
ment and which we have ourselves ensured 
will not accompany any new one But 
what is most important is that 
war has now reached a stage where 
can only settle it from inside a fully 
Parliament.
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While in London, the Lindsays saw Amsterdam.
At no extra return airfare.

Jake a BOAC VC 10 with you 
^to London. From there 

BOAC can easily put you

You can take these trips at any 
time during your holiday, so you can 
visit home first—then take a 
continental trip.

Your local travel agent will tell 
you exactly how BOAC can make 
your London holiday go much further 
—at little or no extra airfare. ——

v J/

touch with many European 
cities at no extra airfare.

For instance, Amsterdam, 
Brussels, Dusseldorf' or Paris. We 
have great connections. BOAC

takes good care of you 
in association with Nigeria Airways.

Daily Daylight flights to 
London. Ring your travel agent 

or BOAC.
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rtly to 45), is 
present-day version of what used to 
known as the “Devonshire course", 
mg at both Oxford and Cambridge 
ic days of the Colonial Office, and 

has many distinguished alumni 
. )und in the administrations 

indent countries In its present 
has been running since 1963, 

but it is now to be discontinued at 
Oxford. Under the new arrangement 
the course is attached to a particular 
college, thereby benefittmg from the 
advantages of college life, or, as the 
College describes it "the mature inter­
national community of a graduate 
societyUniversity College is a fivc- 
ycar-old post-graduate college, still trying 
to raise money for its impressive-looking 
modern buildings, which has among its 
aims “exploring and developing con­
tact with the outside world in a number 
of fields Mr. Howell’s duties at 
University College will be concerned 
with links with developing countries— 
for example he will try to increase the 
number of fellowships and studentships 
available for research workers from 
developing countries in Cambridge and 
vice versa.

Unhappy Relations
Although the Ivory Coast has officially 

given no explantion for their break in 
diplomatic relations with the Soviet 
Union, it is not difficult to divine from the 
utterances of both the President, Felix 
Houphouct-Boigny. and the Secretary of 
the ruling party, M. Yacd, that the Ivory 
Coast Government seek to blame the 
the Soviet Union for troubles in the Uni­
versity of Abidjan (sec page 659). The 
Ivory Coast has probably been the most 
reluctant of any African country to enter­
tain any sort of relations with any Com­
munist country, so pronounced has been 
the Ivoiricn preoccupation with insulating 
themselves against any sort of subversion. 
The opening of relations in 1967 was 
partly influenced by the cordiality of 
relations between Fiance and the USSR 
al the time, and lhe fact that the Russians 
seemed, in the wake of the fall of 
Nkrumah, to be pursuing a much more 
kid-glove policy to Africa; but relations 
have never been especially happy. There 
have been several critics of the Ivory 
Coast economy in the Soviet press, 
including a famous article in Pravda 
which was replied to in a front-page 
article in Abidjan’s daily Fraternile Matin 
by the Ivoinen Foreign Minister, M. 
Usher. Then came the “opening to 
Moscow" in Nigeria, which seems to 
have rc-awakcncd old suspicions, and 
may have played a part in the Ivoiricn 
decision to cast in their lot with Biafra 
This tied in with a section of French 

•nion which, we are told, has been 
iwing growing concern at the role of 
: Soviet Union in the Mediterranean, 

and the development of what is seen in 
Pans as an Algiers-Lagos axis, under the 
influence of the Russians, using naval and 
military aid to further their interests. 
This was a message which M Usher was 
giving out strong!) on his visit to London 
last autumn, and it must be seen behind 
the current attack of the jitters in 
Abidjan. Whether breaking relations is 
the best way to meet it is another matter

Developing
Development Studies

A milestone in the establishment of 
"development studies" at the University 
of Cambridge is marked by the appoint­
ment of Mr. Paul Howell to the twin 
post of Director of the Course on 
Development in the University of 
Cambridge, and Director of Develop­
ment Studies at University College there. 
This is an appointment financed jointly 
by the college and the Ministry of Over­
seas Development, where Mr. Howell 
has been working as head of the Middle 
East Development Division since 1961. 
The interest of the Ministry is in the 
Course on Development, which Mr. 
Howell will be directing on behalf of 
the University's Overseas Studies Com­
mittee. This course, for 30 men and 
women s:nt by a number of overseas 
governments who receive British aid

Exhibitions to Come
The forthcoming Hampstead exhibition 

of contemporary African art, of which 
I have already written in these columns, 
seems to be taking interesting shape. I 
have been talking to Jacqueline Dclange i 
(the head of the Afrique Noire depart- | 
ment of the Musdc de I’Hommc in Paris. I 
and joint author, with Michel Lciris, of a 
book on African art, a translation of 
which was recently published in London) | 
who is helping with the selection of , 
works. She tells me that the Musce is I 
planning to hold its own exhibition of

African art in November 
or Mccciiiocr this year, so in a way the 
London exhibition is for her a trial run. 
The Paris exhibition will be in the public 
gallery of the Musce, and the cases of 
traditional art will be, perhaps symbolic­
ally, curtained over She hopes to be able 
to tap the Ulli Beier collection which is 
currently being stored at the Prague 
Ethnology Museum, whose curator. Erich 
Herold, is holding another similar exhi­
bition in January 1970. This collec­
tion, which includes specimens of “pop­
art” from Omtsha which he collected 

phase of his period in 
thing which deserves wide

I asked Mme. Dclange about 
>rary art in French-speaking 
> which Bier in his recent book 

devotes limited space on the grounds that 
it is too influenced by individual teachers, 
such as Pierre Lotz, currently of the 
Ecole de Arts in Senegal. She shares 
this preoccupation with the pre 
the eminence gnse behind mode

nd participates in a sli 
zolomsation in African ;i



June 7, 1969646

-J

CATERPILLAR AND CAT ARE REGISTERED TRADE MARKS OF CATERPILLAR TRACTOR CO.

i

To protect 
your Caterpillar 
Equipment Investment...

We’ve built a special shop for you. “Your” shop is specially designed—equipped 
with all types of labour saving repair machinery and Cat-designed tools, completely 
stocked with genuine Caterpillar parts, and capable of handling big equipment. Best 
of all, you have at your service a large staff of factory-trained engineers who know 
how to keep your equipment working when you use CATERPILLAR.

WEST AFRICA

IN WEST AFRICA, ONLY YOUR CATERPILLAR DEALER HAS COMPLETE STOCKS OF SPARES, SEE:- 
TRACTOR AND EQUIPMENT TRACTOR AND EQUIPMENT BUILDING AND TECHNICAL

DIVISION OF G. C M T. SERVICES
Lagos Kaduna

Kumasi Accra Port Harcourt Freetown
GHANA NIGERIA SIERRA LEONE

;..r
I



June 7, 1969 WEST AFRICA 647

r*

THE BRITISH LEGACY

icr 
r. Adu 
: posi- 

>arts of 
s little

i

-

books and 
pubications

Head Office: 82/86 Broad 
Street, Lagos, Nigeria 
Branches throughout tho Country 
London Branch: Throgmorton 
Avenue, London, E.C.2. Tel. 4303 
Now York correspondents: French 
American Banking Corporation 
J. Henry Schroeder Banking 
Corporation 

I

I, the . .
:s, the use of 

administrative 
ents, the 

portfolios, 
. Although

' MONEY You probably 
read about or heard of the 
gentleman who. wanting to get 
his own back on what he thought 
was a very mean local government 
council, wrote them a cheque 
on tho living hide ol a cow and 
led the cow to City Hall! The 
requisite revenue stamps having 
been duly affixed, of course, the 
cow was legal tender! (Its flanks 
were probably very tender too— 
after all that scratching about with 
a red hot quill!) I suppose, in 
the way that banks return old 
cheques to their customers, the 
cow eventually found its way back 
to home pastures—having been 
stamped with the Teller's number 
ef all 
But, joking apart, there was a 
time when, if they had banks or 
safety deposits in some pastoral 
communities, they would in all 
probability look more like cattle 
ranches than banks as wo now 
know them. For in such 
communities cattle would be 
money—the actual medium of 
exchange against which goods and 
services were valued In other 
communities grain, wool.
fish hooks, skins, furs, cowries and 
shells have been used as currency. 
Indeed, in parts of Nigeria.
cowries and manilla were, less 
than 100 years ago, legal tender. 
If you were to lose your cheque 
book and you decide to write your 
next cheque on the flanks of a 
cow. National Bank of Nigeria 
will honour it—provided you do 
have an account with the bank 
and that all legal requirements for 
valid cheques—duties, etc., are 
complied with.
Quite apart from the slight 
inconvenience to all concerned 
—of leading an unwilling cow 
through the traffic to the bank— 
though National Bank of Nigeria 
Limited would much rather you used 
more conventional cheques—like 
in the National Bank cheque book 
you get when you open, your 
current account at any of 
National Bank's branches In 
Nigeria and abroad!
What's more you'll find that 
National do know about money— 
money's their business.
Savings, transfers, foreign exchange 
—you name it! If it's money you 
are talking about you should 
talk to National Bank of Nigeria 
Limited—tho Bank You Can Trust.

(^NATIONAL BANK 
”0F NIGERIA LTD.

government services should not be into- I 
grated into the national civil service. ' 
He discusses the need for mobility 
between the different sectors of the 
public service and exchange between the 
public and the private sectors. Behind 
all this is the acceptance of the concept 
of the independent civil servant, whose 
role is separate from that of the elected 
politician and who is. above all, perma­
nent. Within that concept this is an 
excellent hand-book.

There is, however, another subject on 
which Mr. Adu touches only briefly, 
and that mostly in connection with the 
racial problem in East and Central 
Africa. There he recognises that the 
policy of Africanisation, intended to 
reduce the imbalance in numbers 
between the different communities, was 
inevitable, even though it meant some 
injustice and some inefficiency. But this 
was a policy made necessary by past 
history. -Mr. Adu then goes on to say 
that in Nigeria “ all parts of the 
Federation should be equitably repre- 

" ' ' jublic service".
* discussion on 

pplics equally 
:. What docs 

_  Docs it mean that 
_ each of the 12 states, for 
must have a similar number 

iintmcnts in all branches 
I Service?

policy m; 
Mr. Adt

i Nigeria “ all p 
;ion should be cqt 

sented in the Federal pi 
But there is no further 
this point which, in fact, apj 
to Ghana and Sierra Leone.

'day; •.•aquitahly" moan? 
| for ,n N|Scr,a 1 

example, m- 
of senior appoi... 
of the Federal Service? And if, as is 
the case, that is at present impossible, 
what steps should or could be taken 
to improve the situation? Does it mean 
that in Sierra Leone efforts should be 
made to ensure that Northerners hold 
at least as many senior appointments 
as do Creoles? Does it mean that the 
continued predominance of Southerners 
among administrative officers in 
Northern Ghana must quickly be ended?

This, a recent editorial in this maga­
zine suggested, is now a major political 
issue. Throughout West Africa there are 
complaints about the alleged predom­
inance, or even monopoly, of senior 
appointments by certain groups. The 
composition of the civil service, in other 
words, is now, when the question of 

icssion, “Africanisation" is settled, still a 
icdicine political matter. The problem could 

become particularly acute when, as is 
often the case, a political party based 
largely on one section of the community, 
and perhaps one that considers itself

The Civil Service in Commonwealth 
Africa, by A. L Adu (Allen & Unwin; 
Cloth 36s., Paperback 26s.).

^OBODY is more suited than Mr.
Adu to write a book with this title, 

or with its sub-titIc “ Development and 
Transition." He is former Head of the 
Ghana Civil Service, former Secretary- 
General of the East African Common 
Services Organisation, and now Deputy 
Secretary-General at the Common­
wealth Secretariat. He has also been 
chairman of important committees 
advising on re-organisation of the civil 
service in Malawi and Tanzania, and 
has much other experience of this kind.

The book is an excellent guide for 
civil servants themselves and, more 
important, for those, notably politicians, 
who depend on the services of their 
officials, but often fail to realise fully 
the nature of the organisation that sup­
ports them, and the rules that must be 
respected if the machinery is to work.

Mr. Adu is, on the whole, satisfied 
with the type of structure left behind 
by the British and impressed by the 
adaptability of the services to their new 
conditions. He emphasises that tradi­
tions of integrity, impartiality, efficiency, 
loyalty to the government of the c 
and devotion to duty arc essential 
any service. But now the civil services, 
having survived the period of transition 
have to become agents for change­
rapid change. The question is whethe 
they arc suited for this task (Mr. 
makes no attempt to describe the 
lion in non-Commonwcalth part 
Africa of which he says he has 
experience).

In a sense there arc two books here. 
One is a handbook for civil servants— 
about financial control, the proper 
organisation of ministries 
professional officers as 
heads of ministries and departmer 
most satisfactory grouping of | 
pension schemes, grading etc. 
himself an administrative officer, trained 
in the British tradition, he urges the need 
for administrators to have management 
and planning training and for adminis­
tration to be regarded as a profession, 
rather than an art, just like mcJ™.„ 
or engineering. He discusses the need 
for certain government activities to be 
undertaken by statutory corporations, 
asks whether the education and. local
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“| unfairly treated in the past, comes to 
power but finds that the ofTic.il 
machinery is run largely by people from 
other parts of the country.

In such circumstances, 
suggested, the system of 
either in a minister’s perse 
or in senior positions in I 
people sympa 
who would k 
the party 
But in tl 
sidenng I 
on the B 
were suitable 
bers to 
there 
would be likely results.

It is true, as Mr. Adu points out when 
listing the formulae for decidir 
on standards, recommended by 
ing party of officials on Afrit 
in the Gold Coast, that different rules 
might apply to different sectors of the 
public service In a number of spheres 
it is possible for the government to 
decide that in the interests of the service 
as a whole and. ultimately of efficiency, 
the need to rectify an imbalance should 
take precedence over the need for abso­
lute efficiency—though not integrity. 
Certain appointments, too, can be 
formally transferred to the political field 
—such as those of some ambassadors 
or high commissioners or, as has again 
happened in Sierra Leone, those of heads 
of local administration in major areas

There is also the possibility, which 
Mr Adu discusses in another connec­
tion. of widening the field of recruit­
ment so that people who have shown 
administrative talent as head teachers or 
in local government service, even if 
they have not got the degrees or other 
qualifications normally required, can 
reach the top in the national civil 
serv cc.

Mr. Adu himself is such a model civil 
servant that, conscious only that he and 
people like him are anxious to sene 
their country loyally and impartially, 
he may not fully appreciate how these 
highly educated and experienced men 
may look to young and immature 
politicians and their followers. Their 
very permanence may be an irritant 
and their expertise, however lactfullv 
used, a constant reminder of the 
politicians’ inexperience.

Mr. Adu rightly assumes that corrup­
tion is not a serious problem in the 
higher branches of the services which 
he is discussing. It is, however, a very- 
serious problem lower down and one 
would have welcomed in the chapter 
on “ financial control ’’ something more 
than formal consideration of the nature 
of Treasury control, the Auditor- 
General’s function and the like.

Yet, as so often, a reviewer is now 
complaining that a writer has not chosen 
to write a different book. The bodk 
Mr. Adu has chosen to write achieves 

| its object admirably. D.W.

it might be 
introducing 

minister’s personal “cabinet' 
■ positions in the ministries, 
jathetic to the ruling party 
leave their appointments if 

lost office, might be considered 
the countries Mr. Adu is con- 
the machinery is io firmly based 

British model that, even if there 
liable people in sufficient num- 
“ inject ’’ in this way (which 

are not), conflict and inaction

P. O. BOX 3511. Tel. 33684 LAGOS 
(NIGERIA)
P. O. BOX M213, Tel. 25215 ACCRA 
(GHANA).

ofTic.il
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polcr
“ Thr

at 
:stion.

pr. 
benefits 
African

A History of the Asians in East Africa, 
c!866 to 1945, by J S. Mangat (Oxford 
University Press, 55s.).

but containing a wealth of 
primary source material, J. S.

If-gov 
modi 
devclopi
Uganda and what is now

, even to the extent of being 
le for the introduction of motor

The Writer in Modern Africa, 
by Per Wastberg (The Scandb 
Institute of African Studies, 28s.).

Soyin 
their 
is temj 
Soyinka' 
liant j-' 
example, 
I recall 
small 
trail 
of •* 
“ classics ”, 
servalism 
authors in many 
Soyinka's plays 
Achebe's novels a 
numbers in Afrit 

enjoyed t.

transport in the interior.
attacks on them as 

economies 
not be

are

growers?
o.i its usefulness in terms of 
g or even describing racialism 
;d, the book does provide 

jortance to an under­
story of East Africa, 
y the Asians played a 
ating the advance of

books and 
publications

Introduction to Biology, by 
Mackean with June Mil 
(John Murray. 25s).

1

This is 
written for 
widely 
Mitchell

, the 
would 
as they

Prosaic, 
invaluable , ,
Mangat's over-priced first book succeeds 
in providing a straightfoiward historical 
study of a topical subject.

Any attempt to substitute fact for 
emotion in a" matter which is basically 
racialistic rather than economic or poli­
tical is commendable, although the 
resulting dryness sometimes results in 
serious shortcomings: for instance, to 
record that Allidina Visram.

present 
middlemen, 
countries , 
developed 
activities.

Their early political championing of 
the African cause is also chronicled, and 
should be read by politicians who today­
dismiss them as ** fence-sitters.’’ 
Throughout the period of this hook, the 
Asians basic demand was for “the 
recognition of their rights as British 
subjects to equality of treatment." Their 
failure to achieve this aim which should 
have been their right was due to one 
reason: they were discriminated against 
by Britain and Britons because they were 
brown, not white. Thus Britain's recent 
racialist immigration legislation can 
clearly be seen as merely the culminating 
point of nearly a century of unprincipled, 
indefensible treatment of zXsians in East 
Africa. D.N.

Based on the theory that, as European 
holiday makers seek ever more distant 
places the Sahara offers opportunities 
which the now* crowded beaches of 
Italy, Spam and South of France do 
not. this book is a traveller's guide. The 
author, his wife and two friends made 
a t.vo-month. 9.000-mile journey in 
two Land-Rovers in the Sahara and 
most of the book deals with the tech­
nical aspects of such a journey, even 
giving addresses of the appropriate 
embassies and tourist offices in London. 
Pans, or the countries themselves There 
is, however, a narrative, too. of the 
places and people they saw and there 
arc a larger number of photographs. 
The journey took them as far as the 
Bilma Sands in the Niger Republic (the 
most difficult travel foi the tourist) and 
the possibilities of travel in Chad (where 
the game reserves offer a good start for 
tourism) are also discussed. I’.D.

a new edition, especially 
tropical areas of a most 

used science textbook. Miss 
Imore is a former teacher from 

Mfantsipim, one of Ghana's leading 
secondary schools Drawings and des­
criptions have, where appropriate, been 
replaced by new ones of tropical 
organisms studied and drawn in West 
Africa. The tropical examples, however, 
are suitable for many other countries. 
The requirements of the biology syllabus 
of the West African Examinations 
Council have been kept in mind by 
the authors, and the questions at the 
end of the chapters are taken from past 
papers of the Council and from the 
overseas papers of London University.

L.P.N.

“The beautiful reconstruction of the 
past remained only in the pages of books, 
the pages of our books, never in the 
way of life of the writers, never in our 
way of life." Dipoko’s case is carefully 
argued, but there still remains the hope­
ful fact that the humanistic poetry and 
public activities of several writers of 
the Nigritude movement arc partly a 
practical attempt to carry the moral and 
cultural values of the past into a disrup­
tive present, and in the long run to 
rehabilitate and preserve some traditional 
African human values in a flourishing 
technical-industrial society. This goal of 
the writers of Nigritude
dismissed too completely by Dipoko 
as romantic escapism, but his essay is 
stimulating.

Aside from other useful critical con­
tributions from individuals such as 
Professor Eldred Jones of Fourah Bay, 
there are four sensitive accounts of 
African childhoods, each author juxta­
posing attractive against harsh elements 
from his memory. Dan Jacobson recalls 
his rootless freedom in Kimberley, dis­
turbed by an awareness that freedom 
there was solely the result of his white 
skin Dennis Brutus describes his iso­
lated Cape Coloured home, as well as 
his formative contact with chivalr.c 
poetry. James Ngugi narrates a tale full 
of >h? social and economic detail of 
Kenyan village life. George Awoonor- 
Williams recollects his pre school days 
in Ewcland: his extended family, the 
funerals, his grandfather's farm

R. W. Noble

Despite the 
avaricious 
of these 

as nearly 
without their

commendable, 
; dryness some 
shortcomings: I 
that Allidina Visram. " the 

uncrowned king of Uganda." bought 
crops for less than the price he could sell 
them at Liverpool, is begging the 
question. Was this action inspired by 
the promise of long-term business 

or by a genuine concern for 
gro

Although 
explaining or even describing 
is limited, the book 
information of impo 
standing of the hist 
particularly the way 
vital role in frustra w . ......
white self-government on the southern 
African model and their indispensable 
part in developing the economies of 
Kenya, Uganda and 
Tanzania, 
responsible

Per Wastberg has brought together 
several papers and some discussions from 
the African-Scandinavian Writers' Con­
ference held near Stockholm in 1967. As 
Wastberg, himself a leading writer and 
a participant at the conference, explains 
in his “Opening Remarks", the subject 
was literature from all parts of the 
African continent There were papers 
from Dan Jacobson (ex-South Africa) 
and Keteb Yacine (Algeria), but the con­
cern of the majority of African writers 
present was the position of the African 
writer and the validity of his artistic 
vision

The most biting essays of the volume, 
two pieces which stand in their own 
right as significant polemic literature, 
arc Wole Soyinka's "The Writer in a 
Modern African State” and Sonne 
Dipoko's “Cultural Diplomacy in 
African Writing ". Soyinka, in his essay 
which has also been published in 
Transition, argues that valid literature 
must have cultural relevance. He con­
cludes that African authors have too 
often ignored present reality and pros­
pected only m “archaic fields": "A 
concern with culture strengthens society, 
but not a concern with mythology ”, 

The reader docs hope, in the case 
of writers who do have a vision which 
encompasses contemporary reality, that 
c—inka exaggerates by asserting that 
uivir works “arc without impact". It 

ipting to agree partly with 
i's statement that his own bril- 
plays or Achebe's novels, for 

>le, “are without impact", when 
the difficulty of persuading a 

group of Ghanaian tcachcrs-in- 
ining and their sponsors to stage one 
Soyinka's plays instead of the usual 

Despite this literary con- 
which confronts modern 
.-.;any parts of the world, 

plays do get staged and 
lovels are read by increasing 
a Africa; the minority who 

have enjoyed these two significant 
writers and other important authors of 
vision such as A. K. Armah will have 
an increased appreciation of their cul­
tural reality. But Soyinka undoubtedly 
hopes for more than a small minority 
and his case is well taken.

Dipoko in his essay 
Negritude movement fror 
protest against imperialism to its time 
of reconciliation with European culture 
Dipoko notes that authors of the last 
phase of Negritude. in being cultural 
diplomats to Europe, built a pretty 
drcam from backward glimpses of old 
Timbuktu and the ancient empires:
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East, employing aboi

• A four-man delegation has left Accra 
for the United States to negotiate with 
the World Bank for S3-5m. for the financing 
of the Accra Tcma water project.

icral U Thant has 
tiling £166m for 
id programme in

• Britain’s total outward 
between 1967 and 1968 rose by os 
cent to £372m. but the amount acti , 
mg out dropped by £4m. to £87m. a Board 
of Trade Journal survey reported. Overall 
net overseas earnings rose 30 per cent to 
£575m. (about half of this representing the 
result of devaluation) but dividend remit­
tances went up by only 10 per cent.

Ghana's main 
.552 long tons. 

Board recently 
•69 crop had been 

i.OOO tons which indicates 
■J be about 295,000 long 

since the 1959-60

Lowest-ever US aid budget
• Canada has budgeted for a 17 per cent, 
increase in aid spending to a total of 
S338m. in 72 countries. An assessment in 
the New York Tunes refers to a growing 
attachment to French-speaking African 
countries in order to counter Quebec’s 
initiative in claiming to speak and act for 
French Cana

• Unofficial estimates put < 
crop cocoa purchases at 315,5 
The Cocoa Marketing 
announced that the 1968-( 
over-declared by 20,00 
the final out-turn will 
tons, the lowest figure 
season.

o UN Secretary Gene 
called for contributions totalli 
the organisation's world food 
1971/72.

• East Germany and Mali have signed 
a cultural and scientific co-operation agree­
ment

Some United States manufacturers may 
use more chocolate substitutes this year 
because of rising cocoa prices, according 
to a report by the Government’s Depart­
ment of Commerce. Substitutes could be 
used as replacements for chocolate coatings, 
said the report, and there were also indica­
tions that manufacturers would reduce 
chocolate confectionary production. The 
situation could worsen in 19 
continued to rise.

ifrica now hold
The rains in 

so far, but Ghana 
May.

cihod of handling pas~ 
senge s been adopted on the
Elder r liner " A ureol ” using special
baggage " cribs ” with three pen 
mesh sides and one adjustable 
to permit loading of baggage, 
allows individual hand steering 
can be made into trains of si., 
ised towing. As well as 
protection from damage caused by hana...., 
the new system will speed up the disci: ’ 
of baggage, lac dilating customs formalith 
and enabling passengers to complete landii 
arrangements in a shorter lime.

• Japan's economic aid has been increased 
by 22 per cent to £437m. in 1968, repre­
senting -94 per cent of the country’s 
National income and ’74 per cent, of gross 
national product.

“Elmina Palm" is in dry dock for 
repairs following a night-time collison with 
the Norwegian cargo ship “Hoegh Aug- 
vald" 10 miles from Dakar port. There were 
no casualties. “Elmina Palm" was north­
bound after calling al Bathurst to which the 
Norwegian vessel was heading.

weather conditions in West Af 
the key to price movement. 
Nigeria have been normal 
had an exceptionally wet

• Preliminary consultations under 
UNCTAD auspices on an international 
cocoa agreement begin in Geneva on 
June 16. Discussions will show whether 
participating countries—the seven major 
producers and seven major 
have changed their attitudes since the last 
meeting almost a year ago.• Further opposition to the concept of a 

world agreement as a panacea for cocoa 
problems has been voiced by James P. Thol 
and Company, who warn that a stable price, 
in itself, solves nothing. Referring to a 
demand by Western Nigerian farmers for an 
increase in the price from £Nl00 a ton to 
£N250, the comment says that the key factor 
is to pay farmers well, only expect cocoa to 
pay for its own part in a nation’s economy 
and to ensure that some money is ploughed 
back into the industry to enable world mar­
kets to absorb increasing amounts of cocoa. 
“ Our solution is to let cocoa and other com­
modities carry on in their own endeavours, 
produce a plan to help any nation in need. 
not to try to take over something established, 
which appears always to be the main objec­
tives in most operations.”

Rudolf Wolff and company point out that

A FRICA is bottom of the list in President 
Nixon’s foreign aid budget, which is 

itself the lowest proposed by a President 
since the programme began 22 years ago. The 
breakdown of the budget (which is still 
5900m more than Congress actually allowed 
for direct economic assistance last year) is: 
Near East and South East Asia S625m., 
Latin America S6O5m, Vietnam S440m, 
East Asia S234m„ .Africa SI86m.

His request for S375m. for military as 
tancc is the same as that asked for 
President Johnson Three-quarters of 
figure is scheduled for four countries: 
Greece, Taiwan. Turkey and South Korea.

Among the proposed innovations arc the 
creation of a new overseas private invest­
ment corporation to offer guarantees and 
engage in lending to help back up a 
greater stress on the role of private enter­
prise in the assistance effort, and a greater 
emphasis on technical assistance, the funding 
of which he wants to be on a two-year 
rather than annual basis.

Republican members of the House of 
Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee 
told the President that they 
a cut m the proposed totals 
House officials arc reported to be reason­
ably confident that the budget might escape 
the particularly severe treatment meted out 
to President Johnson’s aid recommendations, 
although some reductions will almost 
certainly be forced.

o Barclays Bank DCO’s Nigerian business 
has been transferred to a subsidiary. Bar­
clays Bank of Nigeria Ltd. to comply with 
the Federal Government's Banking Decree 
that all banks operating in the country 
must be registered -locally.

proposed merger between 
ink and Chartered Bank, 

ilmost certain to take place, will 
__t three months to complete. The 
would create a bank with deposits 

50m. and would oust Barclays DCO 
position as the biggest British 

iank. There is likely to be keen 
Barclays js very

- West Africa is an important 
udard, whose world wide 
year ended March 31 rose 
£4,753,000.

together have 1.400 
ind the Far and Middle 
jut 30,000 people.

• Industrialised countries were urge 
to encourage the production of syr 
which competed directly with natura 
modifies in a resolution adopted 
UNCTAD committee on commoditic 
finished its fourth session in Geneva. ! 
thctics and substitutes were cited as 
main cause of falling prices and dimer.;: 
shares in world markets of products grown 
by developing countries.
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Orleans Jun. 30. Takoradi Jul. 20. Lagos Jul. 22 Aug.

SBffilswm SWwsras.-= 
HUGO STINNES TRANOZEAN London Jul 5

HUGO SpnNNESTslX'RoueTjunJ74. Bom'^ux Jun.^"™'1’

zl correspondent writes

'T'ALKS jn Brussels on May 28-29 betuui 
the ministers of the six countries of the 

: European Common Market, and the 18 
African states associated with the EEC under 
the Yaoundd Convention, made progress on 

i several important points, although with the 
expiry of the Convention on May JI. Iran 
sitional arrangements for a 12-month period 
have been agreed on. This specifically invol.ft 
continuation of the free trade 
convention, and the use of S80m. left over 
from the 1964-69 European Development 
Fund of $730m. The Eighteen will continue 
to submit projects for financing by the EEC 
so that continuity can be maintained with 
the next fund It is pointed out. however, 
that demands that there should be a speed 
fund for the transitional period have not 
been met, so that in eflect the next fund mH 
have the effect of stretching over a sixytir 
period, instead of the anticipated five yean.

The amount of the next FED has not ye' 
been finally decided on. but reports indicate 
that approval has been given by the Six for 
an amount between S900m and Sl.OOOm. 
This is less than was asked for by the 
Eighteen, who felt that a minimum cf 
S1.200m. was neccssaiy to counter the effect 
of rising costs and popa 
deterioration in the terms 
decision to increase the fun*, 
the S730m of the last fund I 
cent represents a concessior 
and Germans. wu- ' *-• 
advocate it shouk 
for the next five years 
the increase of 36 pc 
French, and which would have come nearer 
to satisfying the Eighteen There is st'll 
room for pressure to kee 
the Sl.OOOm mark, but tn 
on a wrangle ’ 
each member ...... . .. ....... .......
The French and the Germans each contn- 
bute one-third of the fund, and other mem­
bers. especially the Dutch and the Italians, 
have been under pressure to increase their 
share. The Dutch, says one report, have 
agreed to raise their portion to the level 
of the Belgians, but 
be finally decided.

The Six have also agreed that a new 
treaty and its provisions for trade pre­
ferences “do not represent an obstacle for 
the associated African countries to partici­
pate in a system of general preferences cn 
a world scale and will permit its achieve­
ment.” The formula will be added to the 
new treaty in a special protocol

The Six have also spelt out the details of 
their own general tariff reductions on 
certain products to non-associate countnes. 
thereby reducing the margin of preference of 
the associates. The duty on palm oil is to 
be lowered from nine to six per cent, that 
on coffee from 9 6 to 7 per cent, and that 
on cocoa from 5-4 to four per cent. Both 
these measures can be seen in the context of 
the move towards generalised preferences 
for developing countries agreed in principle 
by the Six, along with other developed
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® Developing countries suffering from con­
gested ports should seek help through the 
United Nations Development Programme, 
the UN. shipping committee recommended 
at a meeting in Geneva which set up a work­
ing group on international shipping legisla­
tion
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Other West African ports served by 
Line’s feeder service, for which 
accepted on through Bills of Lading.

Japanese textile mill 
for Lagos

A Japanese delegation will visit Lagos 
next month to conclude plans for the set­
ting up of an £800,000 textile mill in the 
Nigerian capita) Tentative name for the 
project, which follows a ban on the import 
of textiles into Nigeria, is Nigeria Syn­
thetic Textile Industries.

• The Kumasi brewery, who make Star 
Beer, paid NC4m to the Government in 
excise duly last year, bought al) its bottles, 
packages, labels and sugar from local manti- 
factuung firms and used only Ghanaian 
transporters. Mr J. O. Mensah, the Commis­
sioner for Finance, was told when he visited 
the factory.

• Second phase of an NC60.000 extension 
to the Ghana Sanyo Electrical Manufac­
turing Corporation has started at Tcma

Cargo-handling 'is 
a century behind'

Cargo-handhng in Africa, as well as in 
South America and the Far East, is still 
in the 19th century by European standards, 
a Swedish Ministry of Transport official 
told an international conference in Gothen­
burg. Industrialised countries often 
appeared to be ignoring the plight of 
developing nations in the freight field, he 
said, adding “At a container conference 
organised by the United Nations in London 
in 1967 delegates perpetually talked over 
the heads of the African representatives. 
The situation has hardly improved since." 
The only speaker from a developing 
country was Mr. Joseph McEwen, geneiui 
manager of the Nigerian Ports Authority.

Hind—Kilburn 
14 7141 
to Saturday

Into nights 
8 p.m.

o Fiom a contracting viewpoint, 
is at present the most active of the Cc 
wealth West African countries, says 
Francis TUylor, chairman of Taylor V 
row. in his annual report. Desf 
competition he anticipates that 1 
the forthcoming year will be ” ■■< 
factory," although local cxchan* 
regulations continue to restrict 
tancc of dividends.

He forecasts that a substantial amount of 
construction work will be required in 
Nigeria in the future. For the present the 
organisation is being maintained on a care- 
and-maintcnance basis but every effort 'is 
being made to win contracts like the one 
awarded to the company for a large ware­
house at Warri in the Midwest.

The group’s net prolit for 1968 was 
£1,668,174 and overseas turnover accounted 
for 15 per cent of the total. It is looking 
for fur ‘

Rice expansion
"Very encouraging results" from 

trolled rice growing experiments 
selected Ghanaian farms arc reported 
the Commonwealth Secretariat’s mor 
Rice Bulletin Although relatively sr 
the country's rice production 
to increase by about 3 5 per < 
partly through improved yields 
because of increased acreage Repo 
Sierra Leone say that cultiv: 
improving and self-sufficiency 
prophesied.
• A tractor hire service was one of the 
measures designed to boost agriculture 
mentioned by Western State officials at a 
meeting of the Government-backed. 40.000 
strong Western State Farmer’s Union. 
Members of the Union, which will liaise 
with the Slate Government on agricultural 
nutters particularly cocoa producer prices 
which the Government promised to increase 
from the next buying season, were told 
that £76.000 would be spent in each of the 
next three years on cocoa rehabilitation and 
cotton yield development
O Reuters index of 
rose over 61 per cent 
months ending in April, tj 
highest level for 16 
quarterly n 
commodity 
than they were 
apart from a 
firm and rising. 
Review', no shortage 
modify is likely to d 
able future

Telecommunications study
The US is to finance studies for 

improving communications between 
Cameroon, Chad and Nigeria, under a 
£93,750 agreement signed in Fort Lamy by 
the U.S Charge d'Affaires and the Secretary 
of the Chad Basin Commission. Road pro­
jects to be studied will include one linking 
Maiguguri in Nigeria’s North-East State 
with Fort Foreau in Cameroon, anc' 
linking Kacle in Cameroon with Bonj 
Chad. A team of US specialists is a 
study the possibility 
lions linkup

countries at the Unclad conference in New 
Delhi last year.

M Gaston Thorn. Luxembourg Foreign 
Minister, and M. Konan Bedie, Ivory Coast 
Finance Minister (respectively heads of dele­
gation of the Six and the Eighteen) told a 
news conference that they were pleased at 
the atmosphere in the closing stages of the 
meeting. The first day of the meeting the 
mood had been "bad", but later a "spurt 
of energy" was found and the spirit of the 
Association had emerged reinforced, said 
M. Thorn Aid would be distributed in a 
more rational way in the second convention, 
and new attention would be given to the 
development of industry in Africa. Some 
African delegates expressed disappointment 
al the way negotiations were procccd.ng, 
especially at the evident signs of disunity 
on the part cf the Six. A ministerial meet­
ing of the Six and the Eighteen in Luxem­
bourg towards the end of June is expected 
to complete the agreement, which will then 
have to be ratified by parliaments (where 
possible) in all 24 countries.
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>f ending 

the country.

signed

vj.i many 
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• Trade and 
ments with Ni 
a visit to For.

the
’copies Band 

Mercer and Mr

More money for
Cameroon railway

reement for the financ- 
section of the trans­

signed by the
 and the United | 

will finance the exlcn- I 
. Fort Archambault in

, or the 
Arlmgford 
number is

• Strong i
City of London about r 
the industrial rubber mt 
involving I 
Greengate

GRAND SUMMER DANCE 
MFANTSE MPONTU KUW 

(Social and Cultural Organisation) 
Present

A GRAND DANCE
on

Saturday. 7th June, 
at

The Fu’ham Town Hall.
I com 7 30 to 11.30 p.m.

Rates 10.. flat.
Music by

Eddie Lampley’s Pc
MCs: M:ss Jean 

Kodwo Intsiful.
All arc cordially 

Kwamina Snj 
Social and Publi

Nearest Tube station, 
way. buses. 28.

• Direct flights between 
Kinshasa begin this month.

i =■ 
xdvertncmenu aic accepted on the expren termi they

1 »re lubject to cancei.acion without notice at the ducret.o 
I of the publxhert and whiltt every effort will be made to 
i publish the advertisement, on the date specified no 

guarantee of insertion date can be jiven Signatures of t e

make any alterat.on or re-arrangement m the wording; oi 
any advertisement to  ensure its conformity with the

• An agreer 
been signed 
development 
Republic 
system.

A SlOm. loan agre 
ing of the second 
Cameroon railway has been 
Cameroon Government 
States. The money 
sion of the line to -------- --------
landlocked Chad which will-then be able to 
use the Cameroon port of Douala.

rumours are circulating in the 
’ ' possible mergers in

ndustry. particularly i 
BTR Industries, Slater Walker anil , 

: and Irwcll.

:d road communication agree- 
Nigeria were drawn up during 
irt Lamy by a Nigerian dclcga-

30th .. 
ement with Ghana 
ion of ait services.

President 
General Secretary 
Awl Gen Secretary 
Publicity .Secretary 
Social Secretary 
Financial Secretary . 
T reacurcr

Ex-Officio Members

• Export taxes imposed in the Federal 
budget would damage the timber trade 
beyond redemption, the Nigeria Timber 
Association said after an emergency mcc'ing 
in Sapele.

AZAT OFFER YOU BEST TERMS.

S 30%
‘—Sir
Spreialwta in pcnonal export to Afftai 

countries

Packing and shipp ng arranged

AZAT (LONDON) LTD.
3 Tottenham Street. London. W.L 

(Close to Scala Theatre ) 
Tube Station. Go.-dse Street

Tel.. 01-580 8710/4174

• Electrical engineers from Taiwan are 
carry out repairs on the hydro-elect" 
at the Kainji Dam as part of the * 
Federal Government's programme of 
a scries of power failures in t

AFRICA CENTRE AND 
AFRO-CARIBBEAN SOCIETY

DANCE

THE AFRICA CENTRE,
38 King Street. W.C 2

on
Saturday, 14th June. 1969.

8 p m.-l a m
Music by SOUL INVOICE.

Admission Members 5/-. Guests 10 - 
Nearest tube stations • Leicester Sq and 

Covent Garden

• France has become the 
sign an agreer 
mutual opcratio

agency
J. It. S. AGENCY one of the bat wk 
diuributon for goods manufactures Contpuu* 
svishet to become an agent in Nigeria W 
oveueas and local goods manufacture"

Please write:
163. Mushin. Lagos. West Afib

Ray of hope
• After six years' research, a French com­
pany and the University of Dakar say they 
have developed a pump which, driven only 
by the rays of the sun. can pump six cubic 
metres of water an hour. I hey hope to 
develop the machine on a commercial basis.

CRE^'SSSa^^ND
At the Annual General Meeting of the 
Union held on the 18th May. 1969. the 

following were elected for 1969-70.
President Mr. F B. Efckaturhobo 
Vice-President Mr. G. P. Gbogidi 
General Secretary Mr B. Gbudjc 
Assistant General and 

s=^s"ae^;cur>/
Financial Secretary .. Mr. G. E Orugbo 

SSTomir ?m.ms k Sf 
Ex-Officio Member . ... Mr P. Ibcrhe 
Ex-Officto Member .. Mr. K Riiuada

Taivicta Estenna—Publicity Secretary.
N.B.—All communication to The General 

s'cr'<SU’U-. LGott: N,vr">

THE CHERUBIM AND 
SERAPHIM CHURCH 

398, Uxbridge Road, W.12. 

UK INAUGURATED 1965.

The Holy Spiritual Church of 
Cherubim and Seraphim Church of 
UK invites you to bring your problem 
to Jesus through this church. You 
will be able to meet our spiritual 
leader, prophets, ciders and vistoners 
of the church. Dates of services, 
every first and third Sunday of each 
month. Come one, come all. At

1 p.m. Seeing is believing.
For further information please con­
tact the General Secretary of the 
Church Teacher P.O. Korodc, 203. 
Sherrard Road. E.12. Telephone 
number is 01-472 9487 or the 
Lcader-in-Chargc. 18.
Road. S W.2. Telephone 

01-674 1967.

er ports in Congo B
Fort Roussct and Mt

up. Work has alrca
port tn Ouesso on

PROGRESS UNION OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND

Mr J S. Tojuola 
Mr ’Kunle Sofuyl 

r "Kayode Adcbanio 
Mr S O Fagunwa 
Mr A K Amuxan 

Mr Wole Soiimi 
Mr J S Odesanya 

Mr S O Awoyungbo 
Mr E It Sofuyi 
Mr Tai Omoyelc 

N B Please note the change •>< name as 
above, n it no m r- Wolamodi I rogres.ive 
Union of Great B-iian and Ireland Ail 
future communications should be directed to 

ssa:’
34 BImold Road. 

London. E.7. 
Phone: 01-534 8653.

AFRICA CENTRE 
Monday, 9th June, 6.30 pan. 

POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
Geoffrey Salkeld (I.P.P.F.). 

Chairman Dr W Z Conco. 
Admission 3/6 Mcmbc s - 6 

Tuesday, 10th June, 7..‘0 p.m.
FRANCE AND AFRICA 

AFTER DE GAULLE.
Kaye Whiteman 

Chairman Israel Wamala. 
Admission 2/6. Members free

• Plans for river 
ville at Makoua. F 
are being drawn 
begun on a new 
Sangha.

• A rash of mergers among Britain's 
timber firms is forecast by Mr. Tommy 
Macpherson, deputy chairman of William 
Mallinson and Sons who recently outbid J. 
Gliksten for Denny Mott and Dickson. His 
group, he said would be the country's 
biggest timber company by the end of 1970

rment worth DM6jm. has just 
with West Germany lor the 

of the Central African 
Haute Sanga river transport

agreement has been 
,  between the UAR and the Ivory 

Coast on the establishment of a direct air 
service between the two countries to be 

by United Arab Airlines and Air 
The hue opens on June 15.
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SITUATIONS VACANTEDUCATIONAL

THE NIGERIAN PETROLEUM REFINING COMPANY LIMITED

MECHANICAL ENGINEER

etc.,

SW 19 or < 
Trjf.ilp.tr Sqi Salary:

When applying for the post, please give age, qualifications, brief

RECORDS AND EQUIPMENT

PHOTOGRAPHY

FEwl The School of Accountancy 
& Business Studies

Dept. 10,2 Norfolk Street, Ijtndon WC2

fast Airmail Service to 
overseas students

stating si 
free copy <

i I

Xfeml. 
Rri'ith

Sf'Ss'Sfed.
Chrittiana'Albanije Ema 
Ori Serere Sun mi;lwa Lowa

SI- ; 1 ifc
YOUR WEDDING
Complete Coverage at the Church and 

Reception.
Choice o/ .S'iTuce- —

1. Photographed (Wedding albums supplied),
2. Filmed—in colour.
3. Recorded—on tape.

Write or telephone now

JULIAN BROWN
15. St. Loo Mansions,

St. Lo» Avenue, Chelsea, S.W.3.
Tel: 01-352 8850

outline of experience to date, indicating present position and 
salary. All applications will be treated in strictest confidence.

Only written applications can be considered and they should be 
sent to:—

The Training and Personnel Manager,
The Nigerian Petroleum Refining Ccr.-pcry Limited, 
P.O. Box 2181, 
LAGOS.

I Envelopes and contents must carry the reference—808.

success f< 
Banking. _

------ examinations, 
we will send sou on 
prospectus.

Wriie today to Careers Adviser.
THE RAPID RESULTS COLLEGE

Dept J M3. Tuition House. London, 
swJ9 or call al 235 Grand Buildings.

,4uare, W.C 2 Telephone 01-930 

•her of the Attociaiion of 
i (orretpundence College}.

West African Students highly recommend the 
" Rapid Results " way to examination passes 
—and with over 155,000 passes, it's not 
surprising ' You receive first-class postal 
turnon by Airmail, and learn swiftly in the 
comfort of your own home. No text hooks 
arc rcuuircd. Every course is complete in 
itself you are guided step-bs-slcp to early 
examination success for G C E . Law. 
Accountancy. Banking. Secretaryship and 
mans other examinations. To help you 
choose we will send you on application our

LONDON’S WEST AFRICAN RECORD CENTRE

STERN’S RADIO
126 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, Wl.

Telephone: 01-387 1539 and 5550 

TOP HITS FROM NIGERIA ! !
MA BA Ml WI/IRE PO LOWO BABA SAMMY AGAGA Hi. id.

Price

‘'F|
i;;: it

. ______ =

r"'" t. “•
Pottage in England and Home Counties—It. id. per record. Air Pottage U.S.A, lit. per lb.

Records potted all over the world.

EBI TE YIE by the AFRICAN BROTHERS. lO.fd.

On receipt of It. id., together with a large, stamped, addretted envelope, our 
new comprehensive lilt will be forwarded.

Applications for the post are invited from Nigerian 
Nationals having the following qualifications:—
Age Limit:
Education:
Experience: Experience

25 to 40.
University degree In mechanical engineering or equivalent, 

in a large plant, pump or engine manufacture, or 
a shipyard, probably including a period in a drawing office 
would be an advantage.
Salary payable will depend upon the qualifications of the 
successful applicant.

The Company has a vacancy for a Mechanical Engineer at its 
Refinery near Port Harcourt.
The duties of the Engineer will include:—
(a) Planning of maintenance work, overhauls,
(b) Fault diagnosis on equipment,
(c) Assessing spares requirements.

YOUR WAY 
TO SUCCESS 

through home study courses
The School of Accountancy & Business Studies, 
with 60 years’ successful experience, offers you 
Courses for the examinations of:

Assoc’n. of Cert. & Corp. Accts. 
Institute of Cost & Works Accts. 
Assoc'n. of International Accts. 
Cost Accountants’ Assoc’n. 
Chtd. Inst, of Secretaries 
Corporation of Secretaries 
Royal Society of Arts 
London Chamber of Commerce 
Institute of Book-keepers 
Non-Examination Courses also available 
Write today, stating subject or exam interest, 
for your own free copy of The School's Guide to 
Careers.

Trjf.ilp.tr
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FOR SALE

£450 c

Or cal!

SITUATIONS VACANT—Continued

ih'.<11111:11

MARKETING
Ghana and Nigeria

j
iiiiiiiiiiiiilliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!i!ifiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiKiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii:>iii:n^iiiii.iiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinniiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiinii.iHiiiiiiiiiinifiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiih.'i.1

ESCORT

CHANGE OF NAME

Vc formerly known and addreued Mr. and Mr«. J. Olad.ti 
Ad.o Ajuwon. now with co be known and addreiscd Mr. 
lnd M3 d* AfO'ab‘ Oni<b'nde Former documenu re-

WEST AFRICA
2s. Od. (U.K.) 

is on sale at leading newsagents in 

EDINBURGH
and

GLASGOW
and in

L9ND0N
at CITY BOOKSELLERS LTD., 

16 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.1
(Counter sales only)

Ask your newsagent to order 

you a copy from the wholesalers

If you experience difficulty in 
obtaining your copy of West 
Africa we should be pleased to 
hear from you. Please write to 

the Commercial Manager, 
"West Africa", Cromwell House, 
Fulwood Place, London, W.C.1

Management
Marketing
Cost Accounting
Book-keeping
Secretaryship 
Office Training 
Work Study

GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
Write for free prospectus (please state 
subject) to:
International Correspondence Schools, 
Dept. 821, Intertext House,
London, S.W.11, England.

SALE.
tr V4.
floor change. 26.000 

•oad. hence would accept 
k >cile—a saving to you

out £100
be arranged

lone. Tony, 01-274 6976.
16 Muyall Road. London. S.E.24.

EDUCATIONAL—Continued

TSTUDY AT HOME-I 
for YOUR

G.C.E. ‘O’, or‘A’, R.S.A. 1,11,111 
CORPORATION OF SECS, BANKERS, 

BAR, STATISTICIANS or other 
PROFESSIONAL EXAMS.

LONDON UNIVERSITY DEGREES
B.A., B.Sc., B.Sc.Econ., LL.B . B.D., also 

DIPLOMAS and CERTIFICATES 
Low fees, by instalments if desired. 

WRITE for FREE PROSPECTUS:— 

If you live in 

NIGERIA 
to Frances Adcmola, B.A.

Director of Studies, Dept. AW2, 
WOLSEY HALL, P.M.B. 5242 IBADAN, 

First lessons-by AIR frbm Oxford.
If you live in any other country, 

write to Wyndham Milligan, M.B.E., M A., 
Dept. KC2,

Wolsey Hall 
OXFORD • ENGLAND

INTERNATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE 
SCHOOLS
Experienced coaching for leading exanu. 
and specialised courses in commercial and 
technical subjects. All books supplied. 
Air Mail Service from London. Payment 
may be made through Standard Bank of 
West Africa.

Radio IT I' Servicing 
Electronics 
Telecommunications 
Sun ey mgl Building

Storekeeping

njirjllUin!1llllJiniliJI’IH!ltillHllHt«!i<H’,»' 2

CAR FOR 
1966 Cursal 

owner, bucket scan, 
i. owner going abroad 
o.n.o. for a quick 

of about 
H I* can be 

Phone. Tony,

WEST AFRICA

An expanding international business, established in West Africa, has a number of 
vacancies in its marketing departments in Accra and Lagos for Ghanaian and Nigerian 
personnel who seek a career in product management.

With the growth of the Company’s interests in Africa, the need arises for well qualified 
men who are prepared to undergo a period of training in posts which will lead to positions 
in product management.

Applications are invited from Ghanaians and Nigerians currently in the U.K. They 
should have a Diploma in Marketing, together with a University degree or an equivalent 
professional qualification. They should be willing to learn the practical aspects of Market 
Research; Advertising and Promotion within the marketing function.

Those who demonstrate a flair for this kind of work and who are prepared to undergo 
a protracted training period can look forward to a worthwhile career with the Company.

Those interested should write, in the first instance, to Box Number X1260, West Africa, 
Cromwell House, Fulwood Place, London, W.C.i.
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SITUATIONS VACANT—Continued

THE NIGERIAN PETROLEUM REFINING COMPANY LIMITED

CHEMIST

be considered and they should

IN MF.MORIAM

EC
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. IBADAN- 

NIGERIA

SENIOR LABORATORY TECHNOLOGIST­
DEPARTMENT OF PREVENTIVE AND SOCIAL

MEDICINE

Applications arc invited from Fellows or suitably ex­
perienced Associates m a relevant specialty o< the Institute 
o' Medical Laboratory Technology (or candidates holding 
equivalent qualifications) for the above post

RADIO AND TELEVISION SERVICING
RADAR THEORY AND MAINTENANCE

This private Collette provides efficient theoretical and practical training in 
these subject* One year day courvcs are available for beginners and shorter 
day courses for men with experience Tree prospectus from The Regutrar. 
London Electronics College. 20 Penywcrn Road. Laris Court. London. SAV 5

Only written applications can 
be sent to:—

The Training and Personnel Manager,
The Nigerian Petroleum Refining Company Limited,
P.O. Box 2181, 
LAGOS.

Envelopes and contents must carry the reference—506

Salary: [

When applying for the post, pleas 
experience to date, indicating posit 
treated in strictest confidence.

The Company has a vacancy for a Chemist at its Refinery near 
Port Harcourt.

In evergreen .ind affectionate memory 
of our dearly deloved father. The Late 

Si^K^
Who died on Monday. 3rd June, 1968 
One year has rolled away, your sood 
deeds and profound affections arc ever 
remembered. Your loss has been like a 

long continuous drcam to us.
We thank Allah that you onccd lived. 

Rest in Perfect Peace.
Sun re o. Onio. clcku meden, mule 
afelcja, Omo oba Diahure. Ahnco finm 

Oloro. Omo oba agbe ija oba. 
Sunre o Baba Atata, Sunrc o.

MUKA1LA A. A LU KO (London) 
and children.

The duties of the Chemist will include:—
(a) Responsibility for all aspects of quality control associated 

with a petroleum refinery laboratory,
(b) Carrying out blending programmes,
(c) Training of Nigerian laboratory assistants.

Applications for the post are invited from Nigerian Nationals having 
the following qualifications:—
Age Limit: 25 to 40
Education: University degree in Chemistry.
Experience: Previous experience in the laboratory of an oil refinery or 

chemical plant would be an advantage.
Dependant upon experience and qualifications.

mg for the post, please give age, qualifications, brief outline of 
date, indicating position and salary. All applications will be

OXMAKIHGTRAIHEEMANAGER
A modern paper and 

paperboard packaging com­
pany based in Apapa, Nigeria, 
invites applications from 
suitably qualified Nigerians 
for the post of Deputy De­
partment Manager of an im­
portant converting section 
of the factory. The success­
ful applicant will be expected 
to take over full control of 
the Department after two 
to three years. This position 
would be attractive to an 
engineer, who wishes to pur­
sue a career in line manage­
ment.

QUALIFICATIONS:
(1) Engineering apprentice­

ship and
(2) City and Guilds (Final) or 

H.N.C. Engineering and
(3) A qualification in pro­

duction Engineering and
(4) Minimum five years post 

apprenticeship experi­
ence preferably in Main­
tenance or Production 
Engineering.
Experience of packaging 
machinery would be an 
advantage.

THE JOB:
The man selected will be 

expected to undergo practi­
cal training in:
(1) the operation of the 

high speed machinery 
within the Department.

(2) the administration of the 
Department, including 
supervision of a large 
number of female em­
ployees.

SALARY:
Depending on qualifica­

tion and experience, but not 
less than £1,500. Salary is 
progressive and there are 
significant fringe benefits.

Applications in writing 
with copies only of certifi­
cates should be addressed to:

BoxX1261. * WEST AFRICA”
Cromwell House. Fulwood Place.
London. W.C.1.

Inducement addition payable to an expatriate.

Gratuity: 07 10s per quarter
A 20% tupplcmentation. generally free of tax. may be 
payable by the British Government to a successful British

A Nigerian will normally be offered pensionable terms and 
an expatriate contract terms Contract appointment 
initially (or two tours o' 12-18 months each renewable 
by mutual agreement Free passar.es. children s separate 
donntilo allowance, liberal leave Arrangements can bo 
made (or an expatriate to continue his contributions to the 
N H S Superannuation Scheme
Applications should be submitted not later than 16th July, IN MEMORY OF OMOOBA PAUL ADENIYI 
H69 on the appropriate forms wh.ch will be forwarded OLANIRAN ADEYEMI who died on June 8 1948
'ogether with additional information on receipt ol an Father 21 years but like yesterday that you have left us.

Street. (3rd Floor) London, W I Ade Awoyenu (daughter) for the family (England).

passar.es
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SIERRA LEONE

dateline Africa
GHANA
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jointed joint j. . 
has been clccti 

The Evening Standar 
by Mr. Gbedemah.
would be a “rising sun" 
new ray of hope 
Ghana.”

The pa 
as Dr. I 
Party.

° A special meeting of 
Union Congress at Kum 
neutral in par 
of 106 votes t.

® An armed forces court martial appeal 
court has been set up. It will consist of 
Supreme Court judges and people with 
legal experience appointed by the Chief

OR1GADIER AFR1FA has told chairmen 
of Regional Committees of Administra­

tion to ensure that the NLC is not dragged 
into the controversial political activities 
going on in the country. He said that no 
regional officer of any grade must openly 
associate himself with any party, facilities 
must be provided to avoid breaches of the 
peace at rallies and the Government must 
be told of any attacks on it by politicians. 
No reply should be made at regional level.

He also told /  
activities of certain g 
collecting voters’ rcgn 
people by using chiefs 
that it was improper for 
with these forms. Anyone 
approach for forms should be 
the police

O Two experts from the African 
Development Bank have been considering 
projects in Sierra Leone, including exten­
sion of the Guma Valley Dam and road 
links between Sierra Leone and her neigh­
bours.

plans have bee 
ing the Sierra Lew 
it consists of only on 

with supporting troop.

• A former P- 
National Assembly, 
died aged 63.

O Mr Desmond de Silva, one of th 
London defence lawyers in the treaw 
trial, who was discharged by a court carhc 
has been re-arrested on the charge of in 
lawfully conveying two miniature bottle 
of biaiidy to a prisoner in Pademba Roa 
jail Mr. de Silva represents Mr. Georg 
Panda. Secretary to the former Pnm 
Minister. Sir Albert Margai Mr de Silv 
was earlier discharged on a legal tediri 
cality after his lawyer submitted that th 
magistrate had no jurisdiction.

° The Editor of an Accra weekly. The 
Guardian. Dr V. G. Kobina-Mensah, was 
released after nearly three weeks in deten­
tion following publication of an article 
speculating on the possibility of another 
military' coup after the country has returned 
to civilian rule.

TT F the army could chang 
work for economic < 

might be the saviour of S' 
acting-Pnmc Minister told officers during 
visit to the Myohaung Mess Dr Form 
former Army Medical Officer, said that th 
army could be a most valuable instninwi 
lor technical and agricultural training. H 
would like it to be said that “army eng 
neers built this bridge, built that road an 
th.it hospital or owned this large agneu 
tural estate." Army discipline could produ 
first class training and there were rear 
examples elsewhere to show what the am 
could do for development. An enlarge 
arm-, of two or more battalions wire 
simply earned out the traditional militu 
function. Dr Foma added, would simpl 
be a burden reducing the country I 
poverty.

Il is understood that 
discussed for enlargir 
army which at present 
battalic

® The leader of the Repu 
Mr, P. K. Quaidoo, has plec 
agriculture the pivot of I 
development.

o In contrast to the loss of Led3,940 in 
1967 the Paramount Hotel made a profit 
of Lc.449 in 1968. The annual report 
of the Commonwealth Development Cor­
poration, major shareholder with the 
government in the hotel, says that political 
conditions led to fluctuation in business 
during the year but more stable conditions 
meant an improvement. “The Paramount 
Hotel did well to break-even in the circum­
stances. ”

f the Ghana Trades 
nasi agr

arty politics by   
to two, with one abstent

Mr. K. A. Gbedemah, elected last week 
leader of the National Alliance of 

Liberals, apologised to the NLC for 
remarks about delays in the findings of the 
Jiagge Commission which may have caused 
the Council embarrassment. The Council 
and its chairman, he said, had been known 
to be critical of such delays.

A few days later he launched his party 
with a strong criticism of the Council's 
economic policies and a pledge to end the 
slump if his party came to power beeinning 
with "a great crusade of national recovery " 
with the emphasis on efficient government 
and an agricultural policy aimed at develop­
ing basic food crops as distinct from cash

Three cx-Ministcrs have been named as 
members of his party. Mr. Alex Quaison 
Sackey (former Foreign Affairs Minister). 
Mr. Mumuni Bawumia (Local Government) 
and Mr. Kwaku Bonsu (Pensions). None 
of them can hold party posts or become 
MPs as they held office at the time of the 
1966 coup. The former NLC Commissioner 
for Information. Mr. Ibrahim Mahama, has 
been appointed joint secretary and Mr. John 
Cobbina has been elected interim chairman 

udard, recently acquired 
said the party's symbol 

" symbolising “a 
the horizon for

0 Forty-four foreigners have bee: 
expelled from the Kono diamond area an; 
have been deported. They include Senegal 
esc. Nigerians and Gambians. Foreigner! 
in the area without residential permits .u-i 
frequently been warned to leave. / 
her of foreigners have been expe 
recent weeks.

In addition twen 
been ordered out of 
illicit diamond i 
Trust leases in tl 
by Lebanese. 
Leone citizens.

New Bank director
Dr. S Broderick has been 

Director of the Bank of Sierra 
place of Dr Davidson Nicol, 
Leone's UN Ambassador. Dr 
was former Assistant Director of Eden 
tion.

servants with the rank of 
and above have been 
NLC to declare their 

i any business interests before 
rial forms on which interests 
Jared are being distributed to 

id.

G The Constituent Assembly has endorsed 
a provision in the Draft Constitution giving 
full powers, rights and privileges of a High 
Court to the special committees to be set 
up in the National Assembly to serve as 
"watch-dogs" on ministries and govern­
ment departments. It has also decided that 
no question for decision in the Assembly 
shall be proposed for determination unless 
at least half the members arc present. The 
Speaker shall have neither an original nor 
a casting vote, and if the votes on any 
issue before the Assembly arc equally 
divided, the motion shall be lost. On Bills, 
it was decided that whenever a Bill was 
mentioned the first time in the National 
Assembly it should be referred to the appro­
priate special committee for detailed 
examination. The President should signify 
to the Speaker within seven days whether 
he assented to a Bill or not.

O Fifty arrests were reported 
been made after clashes 
demonstrating miners of the Tarkwa t 
fields and police in which five peopli 
were injured. The workers were demandint 
better pay and working conditions am 
the removal of a mines security officer.
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President Ahidjo ineels traditional chiefs of Mamfe during his recent visit to ll'est Cameroon.

trar

:tcd later to visit 
Congo (Kinshasa)

0 A mot.on 
Counsel for I

in the
led

*-ad
K>ng 
• (a 
f 5).

('CCS
Any 
such

to the closir 
later plcadc< 
university 
dent body 
best prov. 
no material 
government.

given ■ 
did not i 
iratcd ii

on

• Dr. ..
University of Nairc 
honorary degre 
Letters at Boston 
of his services to 
Porter 
of Hist 
now Pr

Principal of the 
has received the 
ctor of Humane 
iity in recognition 
an in Africa. Dr. 

icipal and Professor 
i Bay College and is 

of Ihc college.

Arthur Porter, 
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was Vicc-Princ 
story at Fourah 
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pay and 
followed 
weekend 

niltec of the 
luring which 

jor 
:hc

to Dahomey 
with hone 
army f 
reacted 
to its duty­
reference to i

African countries. Mr 
>ry Secretary at 
Commonwealth 
s in Freetown.
/ visited Senegal 

ampamed by Mr 
of the African 

Office. He is 
ma. Cameroon

i by which Mr 
former Bngadic 

the treason trial, was scckin_ 
the jurisdiction of the Court 
Lansana’s extradition from 
been dismissed. Mr. Mum" 
Lansana had been cxtraditcu «v> 
of false impns 
The acting-Ch 
ments purporting t 
Extradition Treaty 
Liberia and the j. 
Court which allc 
Lansana c 
record. ” ! 
before the 
Rogers-Wrij 
charged for 
facts on 
was grounded.

who had met President 
nngton. had a long discus- 

lent Chung Kai-Shek in 
External Affairs 

sorters in Taiwan that Sierra Leone 
vd to support Nationalist rather than 

imunist China at the United Nations.
■ aiwan is at present p'eviding Sierra Leone 
with technical assistarce, particularly in 
agnculture

In his welcommj
Wei Tao-Ming 
admiration for 
country has gai 
you took charg

ming speed. Foreign Minister 
: said. "We have the highest 
■ the speed with which your 
lined economic viability since 
rge of i.‘ administration.”

0 During his brief stop 
his way to London aboa 
President Tubman said 
cerncd about smuggling o 
Leone-Liberian border He 

on the subjee 
Questioned o

:st African Economi 
ena, 
Lcor

Early this week civil servants ended a 
two-wcck strike, pending negotiations for a 
final settlement of their dispute with the 
government over aspects of their 
allowances. The return to work 
intensive negotiations over the 
between the coordinating commi" 
strikers and the government, during wmu 
a dramatic warning was issued by Majo 
Maurice Kouandctd. Chief of Staff of th 
Armed Forces (who is also Military Prefect 
of Atlantic Department). The warning said 
that heads of government services had been 
ordered to send him complete lists of 
employees on strike and of those at 
work. Any section head who failed to 
supply such lists would be replaced, he 
said; strikers' pay would be suspended until 
the end of the year and strikers occupying 
government houses would be given 48 hours 
notice to quit. Those who did not return 
to work would be incorporated in the 
armed forces and employed on tasks of 
public interest. Those who returned to

Earlier last week. M. Philippe. Yacc. 
Secretary-General of the ruling PDCI. had 
announced that the new students* union. 
MEECl. formed in April this year, would 
become immediately an organ of the 
PDCI, within which all students could oper­
ate from primary school to university, hence­
forth scholarships would only be awarded to 
union, and thus party, members. Speaking 
on the radio. M. Yacrf. said that "certain 
foreigners had led our children astray. These 
foreigners will suffer the consequences of 
their actions, for we deny to anyone at all 
the right to interfere in our affairs, or to 
want to inoculate in our children doctrines 
of any kind in force elsewhere, and con­
trary to the realities of our country."

Students of MEECl, controversy or 
status of winch caused the strike which 

sing of the university on May- 
led to the President to reopen the 

. in the interest of the whole stu­
dy. Ivory Coast students were the 
ividcd for in Africa, and there was 

problem between them and the 
they said

IVORY COAST
Students and Troublemakers

President Houphouct Boigny has 
announced that the University of Abidjan, 
dosed last week, following a student strike, 
is to be reopened, as arc several leading 
schools in the capital Announcing this before 
a large crowd in the Abidjan stadium, the 
President said "we give to all the pardon of 
the Ivory Coast. The misled students have 
just recognised their errors, regretted their 
actions and have implored pardon . . The 
Ivory Coast being a country of liberty and 
fraternal love, it should not know what it is 
to have political detainees.” The President 
said he was “terribly disappointed" by the 
bearing of certain "troublemakers" among 
the students who were only a handful of 
extremists; he also spoke of the "unleash­
ing of hatred and jealousy in certain coun­
tries which wish us ill.”

The former Ivoinen Ambassador to Soviet 
Union. M Denis Koffi Bikc, was present in 
the stadium, but no direct allusion was 
made to the break in diplomatic relations 
announced the day before, which followed 
the withdrawal of all Ivoinen embassy per­
sonnel from Moscow.

0 As part of his tour of a number of 
West and Central .
Maurice Foley. Parliamentary Secretary at 
the British Foreign and C 
Oilice. has spent two days 
Mr Foley, who had already s 
and The Gambia, is accom- 
Donald Tcbbitt. head of 
Department at the Foreign < 
expected later to visit Ghar 
and Cc

DAHOMEY
Strikers and Soldiers

work, he said, would have to sign a docu­
ment declaring that any absence would 
mean automatic dismissal.

The strike had reportedly not been total: 
postal workers had come out early on. but 
had apparently gone back, while railway­
workers were solidly out. Customs workers 
were reportedly divided. A new anti-strike 
union had reportedly been set up. Students 
on stnkc at lycees and at the Porto Novo 

-branch of the Higher Education Institute 
have continued to stay out. although the 
strike has been less than 100 per cent.

On May 24 President Zinsou publicly- 
praised the army for not taking part in 
recent agitation against the regime Speak­
ing at the handing over of about £120,000 
worth of military equipment fforn France 

ney, lie said " all these Jays, sirens 
icycd voices tried to sway 

from its duty", but the army hat, 
1 to this “with scorn", by sticking 

• of serving the country 
the plot uncovered on May

• On his return from his tour of the 
United States, Japan and Taiwan, the 
Pome Minister said that among fields in 
which he had invited investors in these 
countries to take an interest was hydro­
electricity He had assured possible inves­
tors of the country's stability, since some 
foreigners appeared to have doubts about 
the economic and political situation because 
of the coups. He felt his visits had been 
valuable. in particular that Sierra Leone 
should strengthen her links with highly 
industrialised Japan. He had asked the 
Japanese to accept Sierra Leoneans for 
training courses.

Mr. Stevens, 
Nixon in Washi „ 
sion with President Chiai 
Taiwan. The Minister of 
told repor 
continued 
Comr 
Taiw;

Nigel Murray, 
icr Lansana in 
ing to question 

in view of 
Liberia has 

array claimed that 
_ ____ ted to face charges 
nsonment and not of treason 
Thief Justice ruled that docu- 

to be copies of the 1892 
, lvaty between Britain and 
•*-- judgment of the Liberian 

hich allowed the extradition of 
could not form “part of the 
since they were not properly 

: court. For the prosecution. Mr. 
ight. said that Lansana was being 

.ar treason on the basis of the 
which the claim for his extradition

> at Freetown on 
ard A/F Attreol. 
that he was con­

i’ on the Sierra 
nc had had dis­

cussions on the subject with the Prime 
Minister Questioned on the present state 
of the West African Economic Unions (in 
which Liberia. Guinea, the Ivory Coast 
and Sierra Leone were to improve trading 
relations) the President said that he could 
not say what was now happening.
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CONGO-B
The first of a scries of trials before the 

Revolutionary Court in Brazzaville has taken 
place. M. Jacques Dcbret, alias Dcbrcton, 
a Frenchman, has been sentenced to life 
imprisonment for spying and for threatening 
the security of the state. It was claimed he 
was involved in an attempt to persuade cer­
tain officers to overthrow the government 
in May, 1968. The prosecution said he had 
confessed to having been recruited by a 
certain Saint-Martin for an “organisation of 
information and action" at Frankfurt, W. 
Germany, led by a German and a French­
man. He had gone to Brazzaville to make 
contact with officers hostile to M. Mas- 
semba-Debat, he said, and had notably con­
tacted LL Kikanga, alias "Sirocco” (who 
was tried at the same time as M. Dcbrct and 
sentenced to death). M. Dcbrct also 
reportedly confessed to having installed a 
radio transmitter within the military air base 
of Maya-Maya. It was said that a rifle with 
telescopic sights was found in his hotel 
room and on the night he tried to carry o 
his plan, Lt. Airnd Portclla was woundc 
Defence counsel claimed M. Debrct was a 
“mythomaniac”, and expressed doubts as to 
the real existence of the secret organisation 
he claimed to be working for. (Journalists 
were not allowed into the trial, which was 
relayed over the radio.)

Future trials are notau 
feature former Interior Mi 
dant Mouzabakani. and ex-Prcsident 
scmba-Dcbat himself.

In a broadcast from Cona 
Sckou Toure said; “Let impc 
because there have been han£ 
led to the stake." He was 
the context of a denunciation 
ccrn shown by “imperialist 
newspapers" at the fate of 
accused of plotting against the 
while “every day hundreds of peo[ 
in Vietnam and the imperialists are 
happy because the dead are 
anes.” The broadcast has caused 
speculation that the 13 men sc 
death on May 12 may already 
executed.

The President s 
Conakry garrisor 
soldiers on a 
had executed 
Guinea, you 
your barracks 
palace," he s

tably expected to 
Minister Comman- 

it Mas-

* A strike at the Brazzaville Cc 
Higher Education (part of the 
Central African University) 
after twelve days

The Executive Committee of the rule 
People's Progressive Parly (PPP) has urge- 
the Government “to consider as a nut's 
of priority, the holding of a referendum 
before the next general election, in otic 
to introduce a republican constitution, 
viding for a President, a Vicc-Pr.-sidcnt are 
embodying all the elements of democrat

speaking to soldiers of 
congratulated the 

itionary march" they 
day: “ Soldiers of 

right to dance from 
ight up to the presidential

within the Commonwealth.” The meeting 
was attended by the Prime Minister, Sr 
Dauda Jawara, and other Government 
ministers, who undertook to give urgent 
consideration to implementing the resolu­
tion.

A spokesman for the PPP was quoted by 
The Gambia News Bulletin as recalling that 
the 1965 referendum on a similar proposal 
for a republic under an executive President 
failed by a mere 700-odd votes This was. 
he said, because not many people voted. 
“ I am confident that most voters will vote 
and that we will be through this time. 
The strength of the party has greatly 
increased since 1966, membership has 
swelled and the results of the recent 
by-elections have demonstrated vividly to 
everyone that the overwhelming mass of 
the people support the government . . "

A correspondent writes Sierra Leone too 
has proposals for a republican constitution 
this year, which would leave The Gambia 
as the only monarchy in West Africa. The 
prospect is that the referendum will be 
held sooner rather than later, as another 
general election is due in 1971, and it is 
known that Gambian political parties with 
their limited resources, do not like having 
to fight too many electoral campaigns too 
close together. The opposition United Party 
is likely to oppose the referendum as in 
1965, on the grounds that it concentrates 
too much power in the hands of the 
president. But it will as before face the 
charge of conservatism, and of giving the 
impression that The Gambia is “under 
Britain." If only the UP contest the elec­
tion, the PPP should obtain the necessary 
majority, judging by recent by-election 
figures; but the unknown quantity is still 
the new PPA of ex-Financc Minister Sheriff 
Sisay, which declined to contest the recent 
by-elections, but claims to have a certain 
amount of support up-river.
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More Biafran
Air Raids
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Portuguese Foreign Ministry 
Junccd on Wednesday that Biafra 
ided to release the 18 oilmen (14 

three Germans, one Lcbanc—' 
I in the Midwest, who had bwu 

to death last week-end ~ 
had followed a request from the 

ssc for clemency. The Biafra repre- 
: in Lisbon had called at the 

with a Biafran reply saying the 
ild be released as soon as necessary 

isS were completed, 
men had been sentenced to death 

'“'Eial tribunal "presided over by a 
They were given three 

defence.” They had been 
"g the Federal troops, 
is speech to the Biafra 
nbly at Ahiara said 

I' white men collaborat­
ing side by side with 

emy—were caught by our gallant 
the entire world threatens to stop, 
white men Europe is aroused. What 

said about our millions?"
u»e. Biatra Information Commis- 
said later that the men had been 

lured I hey had also been 
Is As to their future, 
gov ernment-to-govern-

Followmg raids on Port Harcourt and 
Benin, last week Biafra claimed its recently 
introduced Air Force had bombed Enugu 
airport, destroying five aircraft, bringing the 
total they say have been destroyed to 
The raid was followed up by another

have denied that 
troops were 

Harcourt 
r-olFensive 

Lawai" hid been 
In the Midwest the 
' ’ ’ Niger

afrans. 
taken

Lagos. Mr Swartz, 
'ie prosecuted 

Biafra. He

T»HE
* annou 

had dccic 
Italians, 
captured 
sentenced 
they said. 
Portugues 
sentative 
ministry 
men would 
formalities

The 
by a specie 
high court judge 
lawyers for their < ... . 
charged with helping 
Col Ojukwu in his s 
Consultative Asscm'. . 
‘‘because a handful of 
with the enemy- light! 
the cncr 
troops. 
For 18 .......
have they sa 

Dr Eke. 
sioncr. 
armed when captures 
helping to build roat 
he said "It is now 
ment alf.ur. not humanitarian affair".

There has been considerable pressure on 
Biafra, especially from their friends, for 
clemency for the men. Among those who 
had appealed were Emperor Haile Selassie, 
Cardinal Angelo DcII'Acqua (Vicar of 
Rome), Dr Conor C ruise O'Brien ("1 have 
confidence in Biafran justice"). U Thant 
and Raymond Offroy. former French envoy 
in Lagos The Ivory Coast Defence 
Minister, M. Mbahi.i Bic. and a Gabonese 
Minister have both been in Biafra inter­
ceding for the men. following a visit to 
Abidjan from the Italian Deputy Foreign 
Minister, Signor Pedini Pope Paul per­
sonally expressed his sadness at the incident, 
and later sent a message to Ojukwu

In Italy itself there has been a domestic 
furore, with scenes in parliament. President 
Saragat said the 11 men (10 Italian, one 
Jordanian) now confirmed killed when their 
caravan was attacked at Kwalc had been 
“victims of a homicidal fury which took 
no account of their contribution to African 
progress". The Rome daily II Messagcro 
compared the death sentence with the ver­
dicts of Nazi courts, and another paper said 
that if the men were executed it would put 
Biafra "outside the pale of civilised 
society" EN1 the Italian state oil company 
has denied the Biafran charge that the men 
were fighting for the Nigerians, and the 
charge of the Midwest government that the 
men had been molested by Biafrans for two 
weeks, and had given them money.

Italian efforts to secure the men's release 
has brought a Nigerian reaction. Mr John 
Garba. Ambassador in Rome, said in an 
interview m La Stampa that relations with 
Italy would be broken oil immediately, all 
Italian citizens expelled from Nigeria and 
Italian oil interests in Nigeria nationalised, 
if Biafra secured even de facto recognition 
from haly

the Ughclli powc 
were fired an J 
Although generating 
reportedly affected, el 
a time.

The .Ven- Nigerian attacking Von Rosen 
claimed he had been introduced into the 
situation by "thoroughly discredited Euro­
pean humanitarians." The episode served 
to show links between humanitarians, intelli­
gence agencies and the military backing of 
foreign powers.

The Count and his colleagues have n< 
left Biafra to return to their jobs as pilots 
Sweden. They have left Bui' 
two weeks to fly the fivt 
form the Air Force.

The Swedish envoy in Lc... 
has said von Rosen could not be 
by Swedish law for flying in E> 
repeated the Swedish government's con­
demnation of the Count s action

Malam Nock. Commissioner for Internal 
Affairs. North Central Slate, has called for 
the arrest of all Swedish nationals in Nigeria 
in retaliation.

President Kaunda has said Count von 
Rosen's action was humane in that it might 
help get peace talks started.

About l<M) demonstrators from the 
University of Lagos and the NTUC burnt 
Swedish flags outside the Swedish embassy 
in Lagos in protest against von Rosen. The 
NTUC and the National Union of Nigerian 
Students (NUNS) have both issued state­
ments calling on the federal government 
to pul! out all the stops to end the war 
quickly

0 New coins, for one shilling and three­
pence. have been introduced in Biafra. Pre­
viously the lowest monetary unit was a 5s 
note introduced after Nigeria switched to 
a new currency in December. I‘)67 The 
coins bear a palm tree, the rising sun and 
the words "Peace, unity and freedom" on 
one side, and an eagle on the other. Two 
further coins are planned, a sixpenny piece 
and a half crown

station. Several rockets 
one found the target.

> capacity was not 
rlcctri.ity was cut for

O Dr. Auguste Lindt, representative of the 
International Red C’ross in Lagos, and three 
other Swiss citizens, were detained for a 
night at Lagos airport, on the orders of the 
airport commandant. Captain Paul Dickson. 
Dr. Lindt had arrived from Dahomey in a 
small Red Cross aircraft, and Captain Dick­
son claimed that they had failed to get land­
ing permission. The four detainees were 
released after the intervention of M. Real. 
Swiss Ambassador, who saw Dr Arikpo. 
External Affairs Commissioner. The Air 
Force Commander. Col Shittu Alao. 
ordered the release, after receipt of a letter 
signed by Brig Hassan Katsina, commander 
of the armed forces.

Switzerland later protested to the Federal 
Government over the detention.

° Reports of Col. Ojukwu's Ahiara 
speech suggest it was of m irathon length. He 
claimed that Biafra's air force had destroyed 
more military targets in four days than the 
federal air force had done in two years 
and that the only superiority of the 
Nigerian air force was in the number of 
civilians killed. The Nigerian air force had 
not operated according to "the best traditions 
of civilised warefare" and if attacks on 
" innocent people " cont.nued " I will feel 
justified in considering the entire area known 
as Nigeria a military target". He predicted 
that Nigeria would eventually have to sit 
down al the conference table with Biaf;.<

He claimed his forces in the south were 
holding portions in Ee.e. and on the out­
skirts of Ignta. while in the north the 
Nigerians were confined to the highway 
between Enugu and Omlsha, "not ventur­
ing north or south of the road". He also 
spoke of the Biafran Navy supporting 
operations along the Niger.

Col. Ojukwu described Biafra's struggle 
as a movement against racial prejudice and 
the tendency to regard the black man as 
inferior "No matter the odds, we will fight 
with all our might until black-----
where can with pride point to this rcpuuuv 
standing dignified and defiant as an example

African nation triumphant over its 
d age-old enemies." He listed the 

basic principles of the "Biafran revolution" 
as belief in the sanctity of human life, 
opposition to genocide, sovereignty and 
power belong to the people, public accoun­
tability of those in power, social justice 
and equal opportunity for all. and all 
property belongs to the community. He 
also attacked "Arab-Moslem" expansion, 
which had “menaced and ravaged" the 
African continent for 12 centuries. Biafra 
was a stumbling block to the Arab plan 
to control the continent, a control fast 
becoming manifest in the OAU "Indeed 
in recent times by its performance the OAU 
might well be called an Organisation of 
Arab Unity "

O Federal spokesmen 
two companies of federal ___ ,
surrounded in Ele'c. between Port I 
and Owcrri z\ federal counter­
called "Operation 
launched in the area. _______
rebels had been forced back to the 
and Okpai and Aboh retaken. The Bia 
however, were claiming to have 
Kwale.

z\ Biafran claim to have cut off a 
.„slll battalion of Nigerian soldiers west of the 

men every- Niger was described by the Ministry of
jubhc Defence in Lagos as “absolute nonsense."

The West German Government has also 
asked Emperor Haile Selassie to intervene. 
A Bonn spokesman rejected Col. Ojukwu's 
accusation that Europeans were more con­
cerned for the fate of 18 white men than 
for millions of Biafrans: “Our aid to Biafra 
proves his statement a lie."

Nigeria's High Commissioner in London. 
Brigadier Ogundipe, said that Ojukwu dared 
not execute the remaining oil technicians 
because the action might dry up 
sympathy and financial and militar 
tancc which he had been receiving, 
murder and detention of the oilmcr 
designed to scare foreign businessmen.

The bodies of those killed have been 
taken to Lagos for funeral rites prior to 
being flown to Italy for interment. A special 
funeral service was held for them at Lagos' 
Holy Cross Cathedral, conducted by Arch­
bishop Aggcy. General Gowon sent messages 
of condolence to President Saragat of Italy 
and the President of the ENI

flags c 
in pre

! National Union of 
MS) have both 
on the federal 

I the stops to <
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• The weekly Jeune Afrique has called 
for a permanent OAU committee to work 
for peace in Nigeria.
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• A seven-man official dclcg 
Norway is to visit Nigeria an 
take stock of relief problems

• About 100 Italians demonstrating 
side UK Consulate in Milan called 
Italian veto of Britain’s entry to the EEC 
until she stopped supplying arms to Nigeria
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION APPLY:—
LONDON—J. E. HYDE & CO., 27, Lcadcnhall Street, E.C.3
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Sir Leslie Glass, new British High Com­
missioner in Lagos.

• An administrative 
senior public scrvic; 
m a white paper 
policy in the Fede 
will be open to qua 
and senior executive 
sector. In addition, 
reactivate the Federal 
Lagos and Kaduna.

Government has spent 
• rehabilitation in recent 
ing the Federal Govern 

   £700,000. the chairman 
He's rehabilitation and construction 
c Chief S. Eke, said in a newspaper 

icw Asaba contains 15.000 refugees. 
 5,000, Agbor 587 and Benin City 3)2. 

In addition, 2.600 Ibos in Omtsha receive 
some of their food from the Mid-West Com­
mittee.
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• Gen. Gowon has been on a one day 
visit to LomiS. to discuss “bilateral. African 
and world problems ” at the invitation of 
President Eyadcma. He told newsmen there 
that as far as he was concerned the second 
anniversary of Biafra’s independence would 
be its last.

• Admiral Wcy. head of Nigerian Navy 
has delivered a message to Brigadier Afnfa, 
Chairman of Ghana's I" ~

© Ila Orangun community has called fori 
commission of inquiry into the tax not 
which took place there last month

The Sunday Star published in Ibadan has 
reported a new tax not in Ogbomosho. in 
which the car of a chief was burnt

About 50 Biafran and Israeli students 
monstrated against British arms supplies 
Nigeria outside the UK embassy in Tel

For the first time in its history, th; 
Western State government is planning for 
a deficit budget of £'N5 2m. Recurrent and 
capital expenditure is put at £25lm. and 
£I6-Im. respectively while recurrent and 
capital revenue is expected to be £22 5m. 
and £13 4m Announcing the figures. Mib 
tary Governor Bngad-cr Adcymka Adebayo 
said that because the State's economy wu 
in a depressed condition (as a result of 
import restrictions and excessive rams), n 
was unrealistic to try and raise additional 
tax. In fact, 320 000 people have been given 
relief by an extension of the flat rate rang: 
of direct lax. although yields arc expedrd 
to benefit by greater collection cflicieocj 
under the PAYE arrangements

If continrc'l growth was to be achieved, 
said Govcr.or Adebayo. “fundamental 
changes are needed in the area of fiscal 
policy as well as in the supply of money 
and credit. In this, we require the active 
support of the Federal Government* 
Determ.ned cllorts would also be made to 
effect economies, such as a number ol 
announced reductions in the fringe benefits 
of civil servants

In the agricultural sector, 
towards the self-help schcrr 
reafforestation and £175,00' 
cotton production Grants fr 
Nigeria Marketing Board will 
be the main internal source of 
ance. and Brig. Adebayo said tl 
Federal Government had promt 
£450.000 grant for agricultural dcvclo 

Reconstruction of primary school 
ings is allocated £400.000 and £307.000 u 
budgeted for improved terms of service for  teachers. Five radio and six television
stations will cost £400.000 The World 
Bank has promised £2‘7m. for the construc­
tion of three major roads and the United 
States Agency for International Develop 
ment is lending £1 3m for the Ibadan Water 
Supply Scheme.

Commenting on the budget, the Niginan 
Tribune said that the deficit budget showed 
the government’s inability to cut its coat 
according to its cloth and “is the kind of 
unique achievement which reflects adversely 
on its authors."

Tiger. 39-yc 
 sight champii 

. current champion 
lew York. Subsco 
•rand jury investig- 
i boxing Reports 

did not involve Tiger’s

• A large underground 
hundreds of packets of suy 
salt, 350 yam tubers and 
and believed to be des ' 
areas has been discc 
the Mid-West.
• Joint Church Aid, the consoiiium of 
Catholic. Protestant and Jewish relief 
organisations organising mercy flights from 
Siio Tome to Biafran territory, has 
announced its 2.500th flight. These flights 
have earned 25.000 tons of relief supplies

• OAU Deputy Secretary • General
Mohammed Sahnoun. has described the 
April Monrovia conference of the OAU 
** Committee as “one of the

sful It was “the first time 
yelligerent parties had adopted 
> close to one another ’’.
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'International' peopie bank with
SB-WA

THESIftNOflROBANK

i the services of a network of
7 African countries as well

S B.W.A. also has l 
close connections wit 
National Province 
the Group throug!

STAND ARD BANK OF WEST AFRICA LTD
The Bank that builds Business

Business today is international. And business 
men need to be internationally-minded. That's 
why it is so important that'the Bank you deal 
through operates on an international basis, too.

S B.W.A. is just such a Bank. As part of the 
Standard Bank Group, SBW.A. and its cus­
tomers can call upon 
1,200 Branches in 1

as Offices in the U.K., America, Europe and the 
Far East. These Branches and Offices are there to 
serve you and your business interests. A friendly 
Bank in a country which may be quite unknown 
to you is a safeguard and a support.

So let S B.W.A give you the benefit of its 
international connections, just ask the manager 
of your local branch for details.

unique facilities for fostering international business througn ns 
■ith Chase Manhattan Bank N.A. of New York, and the Midland, 

cial and Westminster Banks of London, who are now associated with 
gh their important shareholdings in Standard Bank Limited.



664 June 7. 196?

SEAFAIR Lth ED.

s

i

&

m raw worn your
rew tow ran

the fun of going E.D. never gets old!
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Printed m Great Britain by Flcctway Printers. I 
(Axencics) Ltd , it their Editorial, Advcrtucment

ELDER DEMPSTER LINES
HEAD OFFICE: INDIA BUILDINGS. WATER STREET. LIVERPOOL. L2 ORB 
AGENTS THROUGHOUT WEST AFRICA.

WEST AFRICA

WfflHIMffiiffllffl!

and steal the scene
Rendezvous with the right people between W.A. and the U.K. Enjoy the not-to-be- 
missed-fun at sea with Elder Dempster.
Each day will bring a new pleasure; line cuisine, first-rate entertainment and sport, 
dancing, swimming in the sun-deck pool, sun-bathe, moon-bathe, glow m the magic 

of a tropical evening at sea Let your spirits sparkle, 
enjoy yoursclfl It’s all in the pnee of your ticket

-—— "t Go E D. say good-bye to that fenced-in feeling this jear
' I and really put lun into trasel.


