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Death of a Liberian regime
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to other sources. President Tolbert reacted at first with 
arrests, but he subsequently released everyone detained 
and there was some indication that he recognised the need 
for change. He also allowed — indeed, encouraged in some 
ways — the registration of PAL as a political party: it 
became the Progressive People’s Party (PPP). The second 
act in the drama came with the call on March 7 by Mr. 
Gabriel Baccus Matthews, the chairman of the PPP, for a 
general strike specifically aimed at overthrowing the 
government. This set a collision course. It was “infantile", 
according to a MOJA leader. President Tolbert arrested 
the whole of the PPP leadership, as he was almost bound to 
do, and initiated charges of treason and sedition. He spoke 
of the need for rigidity and the merciless imposition of the 
law. This increased the tensions until Master Sergeant Doe 
felt he had no alternative but to intervene.

Some people will differ on the question of whether there 
was in fact an alternative available and also whether an 
army coup ever achieves the aims it sets for itself. 
On the first point, it should be remembered that a 
democratic form was available in Liberia, even though it 
had not worked perfectly or without interference in the 
past. The country \yas heading towards a presidential 
election m 1983; President Tolbert himself had repeatedly 
said he would respect the constitutional rule that would 
prevent him from standing again. Mr. Baccus Matthews, in 
an interview’ in West Africa on February 18, said, “The 
True Whig Party has committed crimes against both God 
and man and has therefore been doing enough to set the 
stage for the success of our position." This would seem to 
indicate that he thought success at the pools was possible.

Apart from these larger questions, the violence that is 
the inevitable accompaniment of a coup is as shocking as 
always. In particular. President Tolbert, though he may 
have connived at some corruption and made wrong 
decisions, was a man of some stature and achievement (See 
Matchet, page 690 for a personal memoir). He certainly 
deserved better than being shot three times in the head in 
the early morning and being buried in a communal grave. 
The fact that the President was Chairman of the OA (J gives 
the matter greater significance. The rulers of other African 
states — and army chiefs — will in any event be watching 
with the greatest anxiety. The more often a relatively junior 
member of a country’s armed forces decides that he has the 
right to dictate the course of the state’s political life, the 
greater the danger that it will happen again.

However, looking to the future in Liberia, there is cause 
for some hope in the responsible and restrained manner in 
which Master Sergeant Doe has handled affairs since his 
assumption of power: his cabinet is one of reconciliation 
and is also full of high talents — it contains three former 
members of President Tolbert’s cabinet, leaders of the PPP 
(including Mr. Baccus Matthews, who is Foreign Minister), 
of MOJA (including Dr. Fahbulleh and Dr. Togba-Nah 
Tipoteh), and some military representatives. It will be 
under the People’s Redemption Council, which is 
remarkable for containing no officers: apart from Master 
Sergeant Doc, there are four staff sergeants, one sergeant, 
eight corporals and one private first class. Immediate 
approaches to America seem to indicate that the new 
rulers, though obviously of the left, will remain 
non-aligned.

A COUP in Liberia was necessary, according to Master 
Sergeant Samual K. Doe, because of the rampant 
corruption in the country and "the continued failure of the 
government to handle effectively the affairs of the Liberian 
people". He said: "We had no alternative but to overthrow 
the government."

This begs the question — as is always the case with coups 
— of what moral right Master Sergeant Doe, or any soldier, 
has to decide what is necessary for the people of Liberia. 
He has the power to decide because he has a gun in his 
hand, a grenade hanging from his shirt, and the backing of 
more guns than can be mustered against him. Moral 
questions thus have no immediate practical application, but 
they nevertheless need to be.asked, and they might at some 
future date be less academic. One day Master Sergeant 
Doe will need to return power to the voters and the 
politicians and account for his actions.

It has been clear for some time that things were going 
seriously wrong for the Tolbert regime, and that changes 
were necessary. A preceptive speech delivered towards the 
end of last year (published in West Africa on December 8) 
by Dr. H. Bioma Fahnbulleh, a prominent member of the 
Movement for Justice in Africa (MOJA) and now- a 
minister in the new government, contained this passage: 
“The society is in a state of ferment because the developing 
consciousness of the people has outstripped the institutions 
which were designed to cater for the consciousness of a 
different historical era." He called for urgent measures to 
avoid “the blind fury of destruction"; these included a 
commission of inquiry to investigate the acquisitions of 
government officials; the development of a new national 
consciousness and a new Liberian culture; and means to get 
nd of “individualism, greed and narrow-mindedness"

An overt demonstration to the world of the discontent in 
Liberia with the ways of the True Whig Party came on April 
14 last year when thousands heeded a call by the 
Progressive Alliance of Liberia (PAL) to take to the streets 
in protest against government suggestions that the price of 
rice might rise. Police opened fire on the crowd, killing 49 
people according to official figures — over 100 according
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A joyful 
birth for 
Zimbabwe
ZIMBABWE last week
inc 
Mr -----
Minister, demonstrating daily that he is a 
leader of magnanimity 
The vulnerability of 
economy i 
has made

First rains
/ srtiv rhe i ultures 
Perched at the gates 
At the windows and doors 
Guns were pointed

1 saw the old men 
Digging the earth 
As the full moon 
Came and left 
The women huddled 
Together they talked 
Loudly stopping only 
To laugh or dance 
While making signs 
With their fingers 
And embracing each other

I heard the hollow 
Groans of derision rebounding 
Curses of scorn filled 
The airwaves of bloated gut
As the sun broke 
The veil of night 
I heard the voices 
Zimbabwe! Zimbabwe! 
From the rums 
Like the first rams 
The old men and women 
Dug the earth 
And danced 
And laughed 
Who else writes 
History 1 thought
The vultures remained perched 
The guns remained pointed
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conclusion out of the apparently impossible gl 
disagreenemts of Lancaster House: this " n is iu w — 
might be taken as making up for the perhaps acting through 

of British behaviour probably with Nigeria •• 
after UDI in 1965 and the prove more generous.

has considerable resources -----
economy ready to burst into dramatic 

one ghost at the feast is the meanness ot the growth now that it is freed from the 
British offer of only £25m. a year for restrictions that even half-hearted sanctions 
reconstruction and development assistance, imposed, it may be about to move into a 

~ period of great prosperity This wouldmake
Mr. Mugabe's task of reconciling old 
enemies and building a nation out of the 
many disparate elements that make up 
Zimbabwe much easier It would be a 
tragedy, particularly if one considers that 
the war was estimated to have cost £ 182m. a 
year, if a lack of money now prevented the 
present euphoria from developing into 
permanent well-being

In an eloquent letter in the Guardian of 
London. Dame Judith Hart, who was 
Minister of Overseas Development in the 
last Labour Government, describes the 
British offer as "so meagre as to cause 
profound concern" The Labour Govern­
ment has estimated two years ago f 

seep as many of least £750m. would be needed dun 
possible, and the first five years after independence 
African troops The Thatcher Government is. of course, 

s desperately trying to cut all government 
spending in the hope that it can curb the rate 
of inflation. But there should still be

overriding priorities, and Zimbabwe, tor 
whose existence in the first place and for 
whose recent troubles Britain has direct 
responsibility, must surely have the 
strongest claims. Another deeply disturbing 
aspect, as Dame Judith Hart pointed out. is 
that other developed countries — the 

*'■ the EEC. perhaps West
**------- •. and Japan — will measure their

and imprisonment contributions against Britain’s. The United 
States has already done so. "Knowing of 
our intent, they have announced in all some 
£10m. this year and. Congress permitting,

i £i?m. and £15m. next year." 
Dame Judith concludes, the 

Wl|| rcflectedinthe 
immiiiuciit to Zimbabwe 
hoped that the rest of Africa, 
ig through the OAU and 
i Nigeria in the lead, will

Zimbabwe 
and, with an

have a history of war and domination going 
back to prc-colomal days and the colonial 
experience, as elsewhere in Africa, did 
nothing to lessen tensions The fact that Mr 
Mugabe and Mr Nkomo are in a sense seen 
as leaders of the two main groups 
emphasises the need for them to remain in 
harness together. A white-dominated United States.

--------------- moved to security police system, a recent history of Germany a_J ’ 
independence amid scenes of great joy, with draconian legislation and imprisonment contribute 

Robert Mugabe, the new Prime without trial also pose problems: obviously States has

as well as ability, there will also be a need to maintain control. £10m. this year and. Cot 
the Zimbabwean The British Government is visibly between £12m. and £1 

and oi the security of its borders congratulating itself on the skilled Thus. Dame Judith
—-----j it necessary for him to reassure diplomacy which brought a peaceful parsimony of Britain wil
the whites in the country and across the conclusion out of the apparently impossible global aid commitment,
border in South Africa by appearing as a disagreenemts of Lancaster House: this It is to be 1- J

i moderate, pragmatic and reasonable man might be taken as making up for the perhaps actini
He ism fact all of those things, according to ineffectually of British behaviour probably with
people who know him. but they arc also immediately after UDI in 1965 and the prove more
unanimous that in the long run Mr Mugabe cy nicism with which sanctions were has considerable resour 
would never compromise the essential imnoscd and allowed to be breached. The economy ready to but 
interests of the Zimbat - „
bring him to powc 
time he will align himself as strongly'as 
possible with the struggle to free South 
Africa He must first build a strong 
Zimbabwe.

No amount of dancing m the streets 
before a smiling Prince of Wales can 
conceal the huge problems that confront 
Mr. Mugabe Apart from the need, if the 
economy is to survive, to keer—--------
the whites in their jobs as pc.__ Miv
need to prevent South African troops 

, crossing the border. Mr. Mugabe faces 
serious ethnic divisions in the African 
population; the Shona and the Ndebele
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Master Sergeant Doe’s Cabinet
A correspondent reports on the details known so far of the coup that overthrew President Tolbert and its immediate 
aftermath.
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military

Three of the new ministers: Dr. Togba-Nah Tipoteh, Economic Affairs and Planning; A/r Gabriel Baccus Matthews. Foreign Affairs: Mr. CheaCheapoo, 
Justice.

President Tolbert was killed at the 
Executive Mansion and 12 others were also 
killed.

The trials of former ministers and 
officials before a six-man military tribunal 

egun, starting with Mr. Joseph 
i, former Minister of Justice. He was 

treason, rampant 
corruption, the misuse of public office and 
the suppression of human and constitu- 

il rights.
Master Sgt. Doe banned any parades of 

has been naked former officials under arrest. Looting 
in that we can sec was also stopped after the first two days a 

' any soldiers found guilty of looting 
  molesting people risked a death pen«i 

private gam and other Older was restored in Monrovia withe 
. There were illegal u j:"-—1 -•* *-•

The US State Department had expressed 
:grct at the death of President Tolbert and 
rged the new government to avoid policies 
i revenge. US Embassy officials in 

Doe. Mr.

lops were reopening.
I. Doc said Liberia would seek 

:!op friendship with 
would do its best to 

maintain and develop relations with all 
o pay Houses peace-loving countries. He said the right to 
igused by rich private property and "the fruits of honest 
s too high and labour" would be respe 

20dollars would be allowed to
The health situation in "There will be no witch-hunting It is our 

■ responsibility to build a new society for the 
benefit of all our people We call on our 
foreign friends to assist us in this respec 

barracks in He said it was a time for hard work “H: 
ate said,"We work and honest work will bring 

progress Gone are the days of ‘who do ; 
know’ and ‘do you know who I am?’ 
now enter a time of ‘what can you ’ 

A source in Monrovia denied re, 
press that the US i 
helped organise security 

became serious on

FOLLOWING THE 12 April coup by 
non-commissioned officers and other ranks 
in Monrovia, here is a list of members of the 
de facto Liberian Government- Master 
Sergeant Samuel K. Doc. Head of State and 
Chairman of the People's Redemption 
Council, Sergeant Thomas Wch Sycn, 
Co-Chairman; Corporal Nathan Poldiear, 
Speaker of the Council; the following are 
Council members: Staff Sergeant Thomas 
Quainwongba; S/Sgt. Henry S. Zuo, Jnr; 
S/Sgt. Swen N. Dixon; S/Sgt Jerry Gban; 
Corporal Jacob Swen; CpI. Fallah Vome, 
Cpl. Jerry C. Friday, CpI. Harris S. 
Johnson; Cpl. Harry W. Bather; Cpl. all 
Roberts B. Norwann; Cpl. Harrison Pcnue; 
Private First Class Williams S Peter

Members of the Cabinet arc (Ministries 
in brackets): Gabriel Baccus Matthews 
(Foreign Affairs). Chea Chcapoo (Justice); 
Major Perry G Zulu (Finance); Samuel B. 
Pearson (Defence); Dr George Boley 
(Minister of State for Presidential Affairs); 
Oscar J. Ouiah (Local Government), Dr. 
Togba-Nah Tipotch (Economic Affairs and 
Planning); Gabriel J Tucker (Public 
Works); Lassana Dunzo (Action for 
Progress and Development); Dr. Kate 
Bryant (Health and Welfare), Lt.-Colonel 
Fred Baly (Labour. Youth and Sports); ofc' 
Gabriel Nimlcy (Information), 1st. 
Lieutenant Alfred Suah (Agriculture); 
Major Joseph N. Douglas (Commerce); 
Colonel Emmanuel T. Twcby (Postal 
Affairs); William P. Nebo (Lands and ‘Congo-cl 
Mines); Dr. H Boima Fahnbulleh 
(Education). Sergeant Doe told a news 
conference that the Redemption Council's 
aim was to heal the government and not to officials would go on ti 
overthrow it. He said the reappointed News agency repi 
ministers (Gabriel Tucker. Dr. Kate Bryant the bodies of Pres 
and Lassana Dunzo) were those against other pec, 
whom there was insufficient evidence to graves" on Tuesday. The rej 
justify trial, reported ELWA. He added corpses were driven from 
that all Cabinet Ministers in the Tolbert Kennedy in 
Administration

corruption would be considered 
participation in the new government 

It is understood that the Cabinet is an 
advisory body and the Council is the 

id policy-making body.
>n Master Sgt Samuel Doe told the nation have begi 

in a short broadcast that the People's Chesson.f, 
Redemption Council was committed to charged with high 
building a society based on justice and 
human dignity. Among the grievances which 
had led to the coup. Master Sgt Doc said the tional a... 
government had failed to respond to the Master Sgt. Doe banned any parades of 
wishes of Liberia's poor “There has been naked former officials under arrest. Looting 
an incomparable corruption that we can sec was also stopped after the first two days and 

around us in the form of conflicts of any soldiers found guilty of looting or 
interest, the selling of influence, the use of molesting people risked a death penalty, 
official positions for private gain and other Order was restored in Monrovia without 
forms of corruption . There were illegal much difficulty and by Wednesday schools, 
seizures, detentions, illegal searches and banks and shops were reopening.
even convictions without trial . . The Master Sgt Doc said Liberia would seek 
unemployment situation in Liberia was so to maintain and develop friendship with 
bad that there were more people looking for foreign investors and 
work than employed . . Rent has risen far 
beyond the people's ability to 
built for poor people are bemi 
people . The cost of food is 
most of our people cannot afford 
for a bag of rice . •’•• •
the country is so terrible that nearly one out 

.•very five newly-born babies dies before 
reaching the age of one "

During a visit to army I 
Monrovia, the new Head of Sta 
arc not putting on trial the so-called 

dement' of Americo-Liberians . .
We are not bent on discrimination" Only 
those people who had been insincere to the 
Liberian people and particularly corrupt the Western 

w ’ trial he said. adviser had
reports from Abidjan said measures when looting 

vi . .csidcnt Tolbert and 27 Monday 
jople were "thrown into mass "" ’ ~

■” ' :port said the
the John F 

an open lorry An unofficial
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former government and that fair, equi 
and normal justice be granted to ther 

Another comment came from 
Kenyan Daily 
editorial: "It is 
day and age. ' 

Council states and their re 
niesday, April OAL'. are shouting 
•~y unit set up 
:gime killed a

He remains people, a country 
lempted to president was the 
jrting the 

-------- - ---------sources in 
Monrovia say that those responsible have 
been caught and imprisoned. As we go to 
press this revolt appears to have been 
suppressed and calm continues to return to 
Monrovia, at least to the extent that the new

Hodding Carter. State Department 
spokesman said the US would "continue to streets early in the 
review the situation and to deal with the Ti.v OAU 
new Liben.m authorities on 
matters directly related to 
citizens and property and on humanitarian 
matters of general concern." .-.v.... .... ,----

It was later reported that the new nature and devoid ot any desire to interfere 
government had imposed a general price in the internal affairs of the Republic of 
freeze and had released 259 prisoners Liberia that we wish to appeal to the ne* 
ELWA radio said the price freeze affected Liberian authorities to demonstrate 
rents and all commodities until further clemency towards the members of the 
notice. The prisoners were released from former government and that fair, equitable 
Monrovia Central Prison and other jails on and normal justice be granted to them 
Master Sgt Doe's orders which also Another comment came from the 
expressed interest in their rehabilitation Kenvan Daily Xaiion which said in an 
Broadcasts continued ordering all off-dutv editorial: "It is extraordinary that in this 
soldiers to return to barracks. ' day and age. when independent African

The Peoples' Redemption Council states and their representative body, the 
briefly faced a revolt on Wednesday. April OAL’. are shouting from the rooftops about 
16, when a counter-insurgencv unit set up the people’s right to adult suffrage and 
under President Tolbert's regime killed a demanding one-man one-vote for all 
member of the Council. He remains people, a country like Liberia whoseslam 
unnamed The same unit also attempted to president was the current chairman of the 
ambush some soldiers supporting the OAL'. still operated a system under which 
Council but they failed. Military sources in only property owners were entitled to vote

" say that those responsible have and all others left in the wilderness .. The 
:ht and imprisoned. As we go to Tolbert hierarchy which ran the nations 
s revolt appears to have been True Whig Party in the best traditions of the 

‘ ' landed aristocracy has paid the price for
ignoring the grievances of the majority  

Matchet’s Diary
AGAIN this column (eels moved to speak 
well of the dead at a time when it is 
untashionable. President Tolbert is being 
reviled now in Monrovia; to say that he was 
nevertheless a man of some qualities docs 
not dispute the injustices and hardships 
people experienced under the regime. »•

When I first interviewed him in his office 
at the Executive Mansion about three years 
ago I was impressed by his boast that there 
was not a single political prisoner in Liberia 
things changed later) and by his insistence 

that he would leave office at the end of his 
term in 1983. as the constitution demanded 
this would have been something new for 
Liberia — President Tubman stayed over | 
, ' C‘Y,S ln offlcc ~ and something new and I 

desirable for the whole of Africa, where —* 
rulers tend to cling to office even into their 
dotage

1 can remember watching a cercmonv at 
the Executive Mansion in which new 
members of Cabinet were sworn in There 
was a most pleasant informality about the 
dress — open-necked tropical suits were the 
rule except for some very junior officials 
and foreign v isitors. who sweated in tics and 
coats. The language also had its own 
flavour rounded. Biblical phrases in lone 
speeches, but also a sort of relaxed 
informality and humour. The contrast to the 
Tubmane— 
marked, c ---------------------  ,vaavil ,O| U1C snaracicns
cabinet changes, incidentally, was that memorv. 1 
President Tolbert had fired a man charged from his fir 
with a fairly minor corruption. premise of libert

Other memories are of him presiding circle of units am 
over the OAU summit in Monrovia last mutuality, bv w...v„ .unum 

) year, which he did with dignity and march towards brighter horizons.”
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THE Vice-President of Ghana. Dr F. W. Mugabe (namely, his wife, Sally, 
de Graft-Johnson. was in London last week Hayfron, whom he met while teaching in 
and I was able to ask him about what the Ghana) and ZANU-PF for whorq 
government's attitude was to the vexed and Ghamanson Promotions helped arrange 
much discussed question ol whether there housing * e~~'1 ‘
should be commissions of inquiry into the Zimbabv
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Just arrived

Finally, vivid in my mind arc impressions 
from his official visit to Britain. I watched 
him. always shining in his white clothes and 
smiling, being entertained to lunch by the 
Queen at Buckingham Palace, to dinner by 
the Lord Major at the Mansion House, and 
to the ballet at Covent Garden by Sir Ian 
Gilmour, the deputy Foreign Minister. 
Everywhere he left a strongly favourable 
impression, as a good man deeply sincere in 
his religion. The statement he made at a 
press conference in London has a brutal 
irony now He said that in Liberia there had 
always been an orderly transition from one 
administration to another. “We have never 
had to resort to suppression or intimidation 
to ensure stability and to pursue our goals.

. Our citizens enjoy greater and more 
relevant personal rights than the citizens of 
most other countries, including some 
old-established European states. . ."

Some of the citizens of Monrovia 
obviously thought otherwise President 
Tolbert's failures might be more an inability 
to react adequately to demands for change 
than an evil intent Much has been made of 
his and his family’s large business interests, 
particularly in rice But few people who had 
worked close to him believed that he was 
moved by a desire to make money; he had 
more idealistic basic motivations

He was born on May 13, 1913, son of a 
former South Carolina slave who had 
emigrated to Liberia in 1880 and became a 
prosperous rice and coflcc grower He 
entered government service as a typist in 
1935, was elected to the House of 
Representatives in 1943; and in 1951 
President Tubman chose him as 
youngest Vice-President in Liberia's 
history. There was a long period in the 
shadow of President Tubman before he 
took over in 1971

Apart from the revolution in dress 
President Tolbert will probably be 
remembered for the colourful slogar 
attached to policies and projects — “1 
Time". "From Mat to Mattress". "Total 
Involvement"."Waron Ignorance. Poverty 
and Disease", and soon His critics claimed 
that the gap between words and actual 
performance grew dramatically during his 
time of office.

He will also be remembered for 
controversially agreeing to a dialogue with 
Mr. Vorstcr. the Prime Minister of South 
Africa, who travelled to Liberia to meet 
him He altered this policy later when it 
became clear that Mr Vorstcr had no 
intention of giving any 
concessions on apartheid

He was Liberia's 19th President, and 
presumably not her last though there will 
now. for the first time since 1847. be a gap.

AFRC period of rule and the transitional 
provisions. He replied that the issue of the 
transitional provisions was not one that 
could be tackled by the government or by 
one party acting on its own. “It is a matter 
which we believe should be looked at by an 
inter-party consultative committee." he 
said. There would need to be a reaction on a 
national basis to the calls for commissions of 
inquiry "You are touching on the 
constitution."

The Vice-President is in Britain to chair 
and to participate in the World Transport 
Research Conference, to reflect the 
viewpoint of developing countries. This is, 
of course, his subject, for he was, before 
becoming Vice-President, Director of the 
Buildingand Road Research Institute at the 
University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi While in Britain he also 
took the opportunity of having talks 
with a number of ministers. I met him just 
after he had seen Mrs. Thatcher and before 
he was to see Lord Carrington

Turning to the economy, the Vice- 
President said that there had been some 
preliminary discussions with the IMF about 
new loans. The IMF had made proposals — 
“some of them acceptable". There will be 
them not so acceptable". There will be 
further discussions.

The Government had other plans for 
resuscitating the economy, the Vice- 
President said. He is chairman of the 
National Development Commission, whose 
task it was to produce a development plan 
within 18 months. This was one of several 
things that are keeping the Vice-President 

the fully occupied He said there was no 
question of his complaining, as some 
American Vice-Presidents have done, of 
not having enough to do

“Our constitution makes the Vice- 
President the chairman of the National 
Development Commission, as I have said, 
and also chairman of the Military Advisory 
Council, and chairman of the Police Council 

nty Council. In 
;that is urgent I 
it to see to it."

AN INDEPENDENCE BALL for 
hum mm Zimbabwe was to be held on Saturday, 

significant April 19. in the Camden Centre on Euston 
Road in London organised by Charles 
Mukora of ZANU and Godwin Agyeman 
of Ghamanson Promotions. The pro­
gramme included live Zimbabwe music, 
afternoon cocktails for Zimbabwe nationals 
in the UK, and from 7 pm to 2 am the 
crowning of a Miss Zimbabwe. Godwin 
Agyeman assured West Africa that it would 
be a great event to mark an historic 
occasion. He also took the trouble to stress 
the Ghanaian connection with Mr Robert 
Mugabe (namely, his wife, 
layfron, whom he met while teachinj 

and ZANU-PF for v
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was held within eight weeks of a ceasefire 
between armies that had been fighting each 
other for seven years. The psychological 
legacy of years of war was as palpable as 
some of its physical consequences were 
visible More than half a million 
been uprooted from their homes and were 
living behind barbed wire in 'protected 
villages'. An even larger number, estimated 
at about 750.000 had lef

, seek sanctuary in shanty towns on the 
> outskirts of the cities. Another 228.000, or 

about the same number as the white 
community as a whole, were refuge 
neighbouring countries. Almost all adult 
whites had acquired arms, and many, 
including women, went about their daily 
lives carrying them. Two of the mam 
political parties contesting the elections had 
just become legitimate after years 
proscription. Most of their leaders had o

:ft their villages to election
 man and his par

so much was v.v 
and cove-'- 

jees in factor. tl.« • 
people.

The Commonwealth Observer Group 
report is critical of some aspects of Lord 
Soames's performance as Governor, and 
notes that he "had to act with the awareness

I fragile) equilibrium could be easily 
and with disastrous consequences.

An exemplary election
A correspondent looks at the report on the Zimbabwe elections by the Commonwealth Observer Group

Detention problem
Lord Soames extended the State of 

Emergency another six months from 
January 26. when it had been in continuous 
existence from the I960 Law and Order 
Maintenance Act — the then Federal Chief 
Justice, the late Sir Robert Tredgold. 
resigned in r»ri 
observed tuu> 
time for Eure 
leave, all of 2 

serious 
islation 

lemocratic

on our own 
.. of events. The 
the parties to the 

and to the 
elections, 

was a potent factor in keeping the process 
on course. It was the Governors 
achievement that he was able to sustain 
their involvement in it through a most 
testing period. " This carefully balanced 
ev aluation can be read jointly with another 
of the repoi 
extraordina

AN EXEMPLARY demonstration ol what shortly returned to the country after long When we were apprehensive about the 
can be achieved by a ‘free and fair . and years of enforced exile (which followed at consequences of some actions, either taken 
politically conscious, vote look place in least ten years'imprisonment in Rhodesia), or in contemplation, we did not hesitate to 
February in what is now officially The country's media had onlvrecentlv been convey our concerns to him. We believe 
Zimbabwe. The report of the Common------ :“-J • ---------- ■'
wealth Observer Group noted that " .. the 
circumstances attending this election were 
vastly different from those with which the 
world is lamihar. It was taking place in the 
immediate aftermath of a bitter civil war „ —  ,urn,.„

' dK°l°nKali°" 15 years after the I trilateral 
wnc » w.t >n Declaration of Independence, and further­

more. to work with the existing 
administrative framework in Salisbury 
Lord Soames. the Gov ernor. vv as chosen by 

. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher’s Conservative evaluationvuu w ■ <-»-u
TC°P.e.h_ad Governmem. which made no secret in of the report's overall conclusions: "In the 

London and in Salisbury ofwho they did not extraordinary circumstances in which the 
want to win — the "Marxist terrorists" led elections were held, we could hardly have 
by Mr. Robert Mugabe. The Zimbabwe expected to find the lev els of administrative 

••'"i was exemplary because this very propriety and public rectitude associated 
party won a clear v ictory when with the concept of free and lair elections at 
working against them, overtly their ideal best, a level not always or

• ertly. except the most important everywhere achieved even in stabe 
the vote ol the majority of the societies with long experience o 

democratic institutions In the event, the 
degree to which they approached those 
levels was praiseworthy indeed " When this 
is placed in the context of past decades of 
social and political oppression by the white 
minority of the black population, regulated 
by ever more draconian legislation, the 
background to the elections shows through 
the careful balance of the Commonwealth 
Observers report.

in protest before it became law and 
that if the Act was needed it was 

ropeans to pack their bags and 
20 years ago. The report notes 

the serious possibility that existing 
legislation would erode the essential 
democratic elements of the elections. The 
observers were surprised that neither at 
district level nor at Government House m 
Salisbury were records kept of the number 
and identity of people detained under 
Ministerial Order or by the arbitrary 
powers of all members of the Security 
Forces (including policemen). Any figures 
provided them were unvcrifiablc since 
detainees had no access to courts or 
concerned organisations like the Red Cross. 
Several complaints were made by ZANU 
(PF) and the PF m respect of their 
members, and polling agents. By February 
13. Mr. Mugabe said about 2.500 of his 
party workers and supporters were in 
custody (but a week later alleged it was 
5.000). The report says the Governor only 
"expected” the police to perform their
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Lord Sonnies and Robert Mugabe shortly after the election.

intimidatory behaviour. It is also our view 
that the one-sided picture projected by the 

reflected by the media, 
which attempted to attribute blame for 

that the powers of intimidation solely to ZANLA and Z1PRA 
.vere being used and their political allies, was grossly 
serious cases to misleading and must be corrected." The 

terrorism and intimidation, the Security 
arrest and subsequent release of the report as a political army in the

/.‘.J that this was
> importantly that "ordinary Governor 
id... as a weapon in the war 

e guerrillas", but the Governor's 
Ordinance generally neglected all 

■idual cases because "the British 
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and, to a lesser degree. Z1 PR A. That some identified up to the lime we left 
The report

  general pi
less, it is our view that intimidation by the against tnv 

ad or 
id It 
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mg and must be corrected." The 
• Force Auxiliaries arc described in 

 , :r‘. “ “ :r. the public
mind as much as the guerrillas, and the 
Cr------ r JS p0]ite|y criticised for not
confining them to their camps. Their 

iovernor's deployment in areas vacated by the 
assembled guerrillas is intelligently seen as 
a significant political gesture, and that they 
were "actively campaigning for the U ANC 

inary criminal law in many parts of the country" with varying 
’imprisoned fora political offence", degrees of brutality.
the administrative structure with

which Lord Soames had to work, the report Role of 
notes the insecurity ol the senior white civil . i—
servants and their bias, so that "the PF and 
ZANU (PF) even encountered difficulty in 
obtaining maps, apparently on the grounds 
of 'national security'" The return of 
refugees from Botswana (about 20,000 of 

problem, but the potential 
Mozambique (160,000) and 

(45,000) were limited

Security Forces
One paragraph may suffice to describe 

the role of the Security Forces: "Further, on 
10 February, 1980 an attempt had been 

them) was no problem, but the potential made to assassinate Mr. Mugabe 
numbers from Mozambique (160,000) and Victoria, by detonation of a  
Zambia (45,000) were limited by controlled landmine. Members of the 
administrative delays, the simple accep- [Commonwealth Observer] Group who 
tancc of the Governor of the Rhodesian were in Fort Victoria at the time were 

ary age should be puzzled at the inability of the Security 
  the fear among Forces to track down those responsible, as 

caused by reports that the police there was both a police camp and a Security 
maltreated some of those returning Force base close by the scene of the crime,

loreover the 
„.itry. w'ith 
had been 

Rhodesia." 
■'”1 notes that there may have been 

public feeling 
 . . „ the Security For

guerrillas was by no means as widespread or waste of time and coi 
as brutal as official spokesmen claimed It reprisal".
was also hard to judge where the line was The Rhodesian media are criticised for 
being drawn between political activism and being generally misleading, and at times

Washing Machines 
Car Radios short wave 

i and Mus*c Centres 
Cookers - Bottle Gas 

Fans and Ah Conditioners 
Radio and Radiograms 
Fr.dges and Freezers

PACKING & SHIPPING
Ask lor complete lists

MOLENS EXPORTS
600 Lea Budge Road 
Leyton London E10 
’lephone (01)556 911 

Telex 897400
Hours 9 30 am — 5.00 pm 
dosed all day Thursday



T WEST AFRICA 21 April 1910692

in contemplation, we did not hesitate to

on

1

degree to which 
les els was 
is placed

ivate wharf 
,ta markets

NIGERIA
A pnv 

well placed for Delt<

The Commonwealth Observer Groi 
report is critical of some 

performance as

that this | fragile! equilibrium could be easily 
“»—*•• ••••'• "1‘h disastrous consequences.

Continuous 
o receiving with 
lusing and t

NORTH DELTA LINE LTD
CUNARD BUILDING, WATER STREET 

LIVERPOOL L3 1EX 
Tel 051 236 9861 Telex 629168 

A member of the Guinness Peat Group of companies

th..'. he "es able to sustain 
their involvement in it through a most 
testing period." This carefully balanced 
evaluation can be read jointly with another 
of the rei 
extraoroi

Western 
rjr Cargo

warehousing and open 
With Storage facilities as required

NS^lTIKiDSmBLnKIE
COM EN1 IONA! SAILINGS EVERY MONTH 

1 HE FREIGHT ROl 1 E IO I HE NOR 1H

jntry after long When we were apprehensive about the 
, . .uch followed al consequences of some actions, either taken 

dace m least ten years'imprisonment in Rhodesia), or i<> -
..nCially The country's media had only recently been convey our concerns to him. We believe

An exemplary election
A correspondent looks at the report on the Zimbabwe elections by the Commonwealth Observer Group.

of free and fair elections at 
a level not always or 

even m stable 
experience of 

'n the event, the 
coached those

---------  I%fcaios mis vciy pivpnuo' and public rectitude associated 
seek sanctuary m shanty towns on the man and his party won a clear victory when u ith the concept o'' ----------------««•
outskirts of the cities Another 228.000. or so much was working against them, overtly their ideal best,
about the same number as the white and covertly, except the most important everywhere achieved
community as a whole, were refugees m factor, the vote of the majority of the societies with long
neighbounng countries. Almost all adult people. democratic institutions In
whiles had acquired arms, and many. The Commonwealth Observer Group degree lo which they apprc— 
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background to the elections shows through 
the careful balance of the Commonwealth 
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existence from the I960 Law and Order 
Maintenance Act — the then l-ederal Chief 
Justice, the late Sir Robert Tredgold. 
resigned in protest before it became law and 
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members, and polling agents. By February 
13. Mr. Mugabe said about 2.500 of his 
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"expected" the police to perform their
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Security Forces
One paragraph may suffice to describe 

the role of the Security Forces- "Further, on 
10 February. 1980 an attempt had been 

them) was no problem, but the potential made to assassinate Mr. Mugabe near Fort 
numbers from Mozambique (160,000) and Victoria, by detonation of a remote- 
Zambia (45,000) were limited by controlled landmine. Members of the 
administrative delays, the simple accep- [Commonwealth Observer) Group who 
tance of the Governor of the Rhodesian 
view that refugees of military age should be 
severely restricted, and the fear among 
refugees 
had m '' 
from Zambia. and a number of helicopter

In the important section on intimidation, immediately available. Me 
the report says: "We do not seek to incident took place in open com 
minimise the blame attaching to ZANLA very thin cover. No suspect 
and, to a lesser degree. ZIPRA. That some identified up to the time we left 
of their members were guilty of acts of The report notes that there may have been 
intimidation is incontrovertible. Neverthe- general public feeling that complaints 
less, it is our view that intimidation by the against the Security Forces were "both a 
guerrillas was by no means as widespread or waste of time and could involve the nsk of 
as brutal as official spokesmen claimed. It reprisal"
was also hard to judge where the line was The Rhodesian media are criticised for 
being drawn between political activism and being generally misleading, and at times

was apparent 
system through which to satisfy himself that 
they were in fact doing so. Although we 
were constantly assured that the powers of intimidation solely 
arrest and detention were being used and their 
sparingly and only in serious cases to misleading 
counter terrorism and intimidation, the Security For 
summary arrest and subsequent release of the report as a 
Mr. Garfield Todd exemplified that this was mind as much 
not so." It adds important!, 
criminal law used... as a weap 
against the guerrillas", but the 
Amnesty Ordinance gene...", 
but individual cases because "the British 
Administration did not consider anyone 
convicted under the ordinary' criminal law 
as being imprisoned for a political offence"

On the administrative structure with 
which Lord Soames had to work, the report Role of 
notes the insecurity of the senior white civil 
servants and their bias, so that "the PF and 
ZANU (PF) even encountered difficulty in 
obtaining maps, apparently on the grounds 
of 'national security’". The return of 
refugees from Botswana (about 20,000 of 

problem, but the potential 
Mozambique (160,000) and 

(45,000) were limited
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Alex Rondos, recently in Abidjan, examines in the first of two articles some
of the determining factors in the Ivorian political structure

The team spirit 
in Ivory Coast
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put forward, g 
the nature of 

political options and manoeuvres 
for that person to be mov ed up the political 
ladder, orsidcways. The President is aware 
of these speculations and he has often been 
responsible for rendering them invalid. No 
single politician — apart from the President 
— has ev er been allowed to acquire too long 
and substantial momentum ol popularity 
Hence the relev ance ol his comment about 
"team spirit" The loyal self-effacement of 
a man such as M. Philippe 
constitutional successor to the
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regarding the presidency — •> change<i 
I'uiiictK time, as it has been intimated — 
which suggests that there might be a move 
to install a Vice-President. 'I hat comment 
alone was enough to encourage more 
speculation about the constitutional and 
political intricacies of how certain possible 
candidates lor the job would have to be 

possible. Finally 
the President expressed his wish to 
democratise the political structure

The immediate reaction to most ol these 
’gested changes has been a headlong rush 
Ivorians and other observers to< litnlui 

Ic uiiididm. Names are put forward, great 
discussion ensues as to the nature ol the 
political options and manoeuvres required 
•W-.k... — k.. rr>r» /.<1 .in th.; pollt ’ ’
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parties on an 
back to the 

1-72 to note that 
  •u political

ouivity at the grass roots”, and adds that 
r jlilical awareness had been heightened by­
long years of war in the remotest parts of the 
country. "Not only was the electorate 
highly politicised and of proven indepen- 

teria. Sierra Leone, dcnce of mind, but there was the additional 
’apua New Guinea, factor of belief in the secrecy of the ballot 
s left with "the The report says intimidation v»as 

that the highest undoubtedly a factor in the elections. 
no, made fully aware particularly tn some (Tribal Trust Lands) 
«f the problem of ..." but balances this agar" **'* 

------------ !y high level of 
seared to rely consciousness vve found among th*

oppress 
politica 
exemplar 

The report finds that "the election where t 
campaign was characterised by a number of expressed 
aberrations Irom the conditions envisaged circumstances.

positively dangerous: "We were told that by the Lancaster House Agreement The 
sometimes members of the (Common- most serious in our view was the failure of 
wealth] Monitoring Force had to go round the Administration to treat the r 
the areas calming the (Z1PRA and equal footing . ..” It goes bt 
ZANLA] soldiers after (broadcasts of Pearce Commission in 197 
Security Force) communiques had upset the whole country "was al iv e with poll’ 
them." Lord Soames is also gently nudged activity at the grass roots”, and adds 
for not making positive moves to introduce poli.n.a> —
balance into the media.

The Commonwealth Observer Group 
(drawn from India, Australia. Canada. 
Barbados. Ghana. Nigeria. S 
Bangladesh. Jamaica. Papua 
and Sn Lanka) was 
uncomfortable feeling 
authorities were not being made fully aware 
of the true parameters of the problem of .. .* 
intimidation, and that the sources of "extremely 
information on which they appt 
did not present as frank and 
picture as was necessary". w hich resulted in  
an "inability to comprehend the popular of the Africans over the j 
mood" and a "number of official statements military and political strugg 
which caused considerable disquiet and oppression which generate 
gave rise to allegations, however political consciousness that i 
ill-founded, of bias". exemplary demonstration ol

the
in

•ainst the 
political

  he African
complete a population". It is this balance betweeni 

structure of white Rhodesian intimidation 
years, and the 

uggle against tha 
ated the African 

suggests an 
I democracy 

popular will was clearly 
Zimbabwe in most difficult

"COMPETITION is healthy for sport, hut announcing his own candidacy lor a further 
m politics, what must triumph is team five year term as President. There was 
spirit. President Houphouet-Boigny reference to possible constitutional change 
recently told a /.< Monde correspondent, regarding the presidency — a changed 
This was a typically cry ptic presidential lamci n nine, as it has beei 
insight offered into the way of Ivorian which suggests that there mi 
politics. It is also an indication of the way he 
would like things to go — as they almost 
certainly will — during the critically 
important period of decision making in the 
next few months. .... j

This is the year of the party congress, held shifted to make the plan 
every live years. Already all the the President 
preparatory commissions are hard at work 
and their recommendations are likely to be . 
adopted with little dispute at the congress, sugg 
This is also the year of the new Five Year to h 
Plan. These two events have served to 
concentrate the mind on what is for many 
Ivorians the most important issue facing the 
political future of the country: the 
succession to President Houphouct-Boieny 
— Iupres Houphouet. In this context, it is 
also thought that there will be a ministerial 
reshuffle following the congress which 
could see the consolidation of the progress 
some of the younger ministers and the 
reintroduction of some older but still very 
powerful faces. Last December, the
President sought with great indignation to a man such as M Philippe Yace. the 
surpress the wave of rumours that were constitutional successor to the President, 
circulating — and obviously instigated by which has been responsible to a large extent 
camps of rivals within the elite — by lor his present power.
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While President Houphouct — Boigny 
remains the dominant force in Ivorian 
politics critical decisions, such as those that 
will have to be taken in the near future, 
always involvc lengthy discussion. They are 
unspectacular to the bystander in search of 
publicised manifestations of dissent in the 
party. But the President's notion of team 
spirit is particular to Ivory Coast and to his 
concept of governing the country. To him. 
the team is a number of things. In a paternal 
sense, its consummation is the nation. In 
reality it is the ability of the captain to 
manipulate the various members according 
to their relative strengths, so that a 
consensus is achieved along which the 
entire structure can operate smoothly. This 
includes the rise of the youth in the Ivorian 
political scene, a factor which will be 
ignored at the peril of those in power. There 
are the traditional powers which still 
exercise immense influence over tribal 
politics — a factor that has been crucial in 
Ivory Coast's political balance. However, 
there is another team which is at the core of 
the system.

To understand Ivorian politics is to 
appreciate and have the full details of the 
relationships between a number of family 
groups. A group may be widespread It is 
represented at the highest instances in the 
government and the party, though some of 
iLs most influential members, especially 
those who arc traditional chiefs of the older 
generation, remain in their locality where 
they exercise remarkable influence over the 
political decision making in Abidjan or 
Yamoussoukro. One is talking about a

jnts of Philips, 
can arrange 
ie factory to 

to your 
“•■sonal 
Export 

1 White 
24' — 

20'. 22

group of people who have concentrated reply 
economic, pc!:!™ j-i;—
power in their hands by a complex syste... -.............
intermarriage and interlocking financial repli-.. _ 
interests It has been the failure to have a that same interview. "The 
precise knowledge of this group in society thoughts cannot be divulged 
— and any independent study of it has yet to congress.” 
be made and is unlikely in the present 
political climate — which makes any analyses 
of the Ivorian political system extremely 
difficult. Yet it is this group which forms the 
ultimate team. If it is regarded as 
ostentatious in its material life, it is succession This has been suj 
inscrutable in its political behaviour. A appointment of a Vice-Presic 
community of interests binds the members 
of the gre , „ “
tolerated and kept in check by the 
President. Naturally, within such gn 
there arc internal rivalries that deve 
prestige can be enhanced in various ways 
but eventually the outcome is to be Firmly 
mdentified with that inaccessible elite.

Opening or 
closing ranks?

The question therefore is: are the 
conditions in Ivory Coast today such that 
this elite will open or close its ranks at a time 
when a decision, either way. will have to be 
taken'’ It is remarkable the degree to which 
Ivorians feel the dearth of information as to 
their political future. And the normal 
sources of information — an informal filter 

passes from the 
ughest posii 

— have been noticeablj 
s reflected in the incvi.

,. ----------- •—*-J —-«y to any question that is politically
political and administrative delicate: "We shall have to see what /.«• 

. . u---------nlexsystemof I ieu\ has to say". The President, however.
dies, as he recently did to Le Munde in 
t same interview, “The presidential 

before the
-jngress."

The President has talked of democratis­
ing the system m the Ivorian way. This can 
happen in a number of ways. First he can 
release some of the political pressure by 
indicating the exact course towards the 
succession This has been suggested as the 
-r, - - Y:r? "—ident, after the
necessary constitutional changes have been 

roups together and they are both made at the Congress.
I and kept in check by the The question of who that will be has
■ "......— —*• groups exercised the minds of many. As has already ;

velop; been suggested, it is something of a red ;
/s herring to speculate on this subject to such 
ly an extent that the structure of political 

decision-making and the pressures to which 
it is most vulnerable are obscured. Suffice it 
to say that the obvious candidate at the < 
moment is the currently designated 
constitutional successor in the event of the 
President's absence from office either by I 
travel, illness or death, M. Philippe Yace. I 
the Secretary General of the Parti I 
Dcmocratique de Cote d'Ivoire and the 
President of the National Assembly. The 
latter office makes him the constitutional 
successor.

Since there is no question of permitting . 
the existence of a second party, any 
loosening of the political system will have to 
occur within the PDCI. This is where the 

and care will be
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required. There are to be municipal, 
legislative and presidential elections after 
lhe congress. The last of these is a foregone 
conclusion. The first of these will offer some 
novelties. At present, the role of mayor is 
undertaken by the prefects. The previous 
attempt to introduce municipal elections, in 
late 1978. ended in a fiasco when the 
President cancelled the results after what 
was apparently the mismanagement and 
interference in the elector.il prrv 
in 26 towns will have the right 
elect their mayor At a local lev 
centres this will serve 
administrative grip

Competition 
at elections

In the legislative elections, there will be 
competition on the party list. This will mark 
a profound change to the previous practice 
which consisted of a threc-tier selection of 
candidates. Traditionally, each locality puts 
forward its candidate before the regional 
party authorities. They then choose a 
shortlist from which the Political Bureau of 
lhe Party selects its candidate. What lies 
behind this method is a lengthy series of 
negotiations at the local and regional level 
so that a compromise and consensus is 
reached. In essence it is a system created 
and aimed at acknowledging the tribal 
differences within the country — there are 
over 60 — w hile at the same time containing 
them. This has led one of Ivory Coasts most 
prominent academics, the Doyen of the 
Faculte des Lettres of the University ol

Boigny 
combine 
very t 
consultatior 
though 
would appear to have ridden roughs! 
over his closest advisers, the otter of reft w 
to Bokassa is the obvious case. The normal 
practice has sometimes been brought 
force' ", J
President announces that he will hold 
dialogui '  
parties if there is a problem. Similarly, it is 
known that there hav e been occasions w hen 
he has been held back from following a 
particular course by the forceful 
intervention of the senior politicians. It is a 
system which has required a finely -tuned 
instinctive touch which President 
Houphouet-Boigny has managed to 
display. This is his strength, and possibly the 
country’s weakness as his departure from 
the political scene comes closer as he ages.

What is more, he has to face new 
pressures vv hich arc now more pre 
ever; how to accommodate poll

Abidjan, Lancine Sylla, to describe the heard before and that they have been dealt 
PDCI in his book, Tnhulisme el Parti with adequately. However, the country ts 
Unique cn Alrique Noire. as a "federation conscious that it is ruled by the same team, 
of Ivonan tribes." with very rare exceptions, that brought the

It is often said of President Houphouet country independence. That makes 20 
/ and his brand of rule that he years: ten years ago there was an 
nes an apparent autocracy — albeit a important outbreak of student frustration, 
benign one — with discreet The frustration takes on many forms as 

in. This is absolutely true, even youth is divided within itself by education.
i there have been occasions when he social class and achievement. 1 he younger 
appear to have ridden roughshod cadres in lhe administration refer to lhe 

is closest advisers; the offer of refuge gerontocracy, but it should be made clear 
■' • that many of these are conscious that they

..   ... are missing out on s«.. 
refully into the limelight when the would very ...uJ, i.kw ; 

..." a condemning somethinj 
ic with aggrieved and interested certain lassitude—the

g 02! on something which they 
y much like to have rather than 
ig something. One senses a 

,ue feeling that though 
the prevailing influence of the old guard is 
beginning to pall, they are not going to set 
about any revolutionary activity. Resent­
ment ensues.

There is then the groundswcll of young 
people who have received an uncompleted 
education. They hav e not managed to enter 
lhe secondary system and job opportunities 
are scarcer now than ever. The common 
refrain is that these children are "lost to 
a*”TCulture." as serious a prospect for Ivory 
,_oast as any. given the country’s devotion 

tural expansion as the foundation 
growth. With the reduction in 
owth that is predicted for the 

years, the government is going to 
take serious political decisions to

■ youth of Ivorian society who 
form almost half the population and who 

linger will be emerging on to the employment 
been market in growing numbers in the next feu

years.
There is the feeling in Abidjan that the 

needs of the younger generation arc treated 
with a certain complacency by the powers 
that be. People refer to the glaring social 
gaps that can be found in acity like Abidjan. 
On more than one occasion, the outlying 
suburbs of Abidjan which contain the mass 
of its poorer population, have been 
compared to the expense and wealth of the 
Plateau, the commercial hub. and Cocody 
described as Ivory Coast’s Soweto That 
Ivorians, normally proud of their economic 
achievement. should draw such an analogy 
makes for a considerable change 
political atmosphere in the capital.

Undoubtedly, events across the border in 
Liberia, following on last year's June 4 
revolution in Ghana, will have come as a 
severe jolt to President Houphouet-Boigny 
and those closest to him politically. This will 
cast a shadow1 over the proceedings in the 
next few months. President Houphouct- 
Boigny had staked much on the alliance and 
existence of the regime in Monrovia — in 
many senses acting as a kindred political 
spirit diplomatically. Discreet though it 
was. President Houphouet-Boigny was ol 
considerable assistance to Monrovia over 

t year's April 14 riots. Large 
isignments of rice, of w hich there have 
:n shortages in parts of lv ory Coast, were 

sent to Liberia.
Another area which the regn 

to deal with on the political 
change that is gradually takiP" 
structure of tribal politics. A new  generation, no longer satisfied with
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ressingthan to agriculti
- . ,. litically the of economic £ 

aspirations of a growing mass of youth who economic grov 
are pouring out at various levels of the next few- 
educational system, many of whom feel that have to t 
their way is blocked’’ the temptation is placate the 
generally to say that such expressions of ' ‘
discontent from the youth and the your 
cadres in the administration have I

elector.il
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Chad’s gang warfare
by a correspondent

>ital into their focus of EITHER THROUGH intervention
this abstention most of the powc 

ange assist in bringing an end to
...Ilion Chad arc resolved that the only solution will
and its be by violent means. And even then the

to reconcile the tribal complexities of the conflict are such that it is fightn
'ory Coast. It could become difficult to envisage peace descending on
hvisive instrument used by Chad even if one of the two principal rivals

ins seeking power bases. — Goukhoum and Habre — is eliminated.
.j,  differences in regional
lent, though not as conspicuous as is reflect

much
In

The lynchpin of the entire system is 
President Houphouet-Boigny. To return to 
his sporting analogy; every team needs a 
captain. This captain has maintained a 
squad from which he can draw assistance 
and political support. Translated in political 
terms, Felix Houphouct-Boigny has 
presided over and fostered a complex 
system of checks and balances in a society 
that is changing rapidly This has been 
achieved to a large extent by the judicious 
application of patronage and persuasion 
which has created a very tightly-knit group 
at the top of the country — which in some 
social sectors, notably the traditional, has a 
considerable degree of support — the very 
nature of whose existence has to a large 
extent obscured the distinction between 
political status and state structure. The very 
case with which people will refer to the 
president as the ultimate arbiter suggests 
that he will now have to prepare for the day 
when someone else, or a group of people, to 
take over the responsibility of the system. 
The problem is that the secrets of that 
system are the President and reside in his 
talent at reconciling competitive groups in 
thecountry while maintainingwhat has now 
become an aura of veneration. Whether he 
is aware himself of the pressures that this 
system will be subjected to — he has seen 
examples, mamfesting themselves in 
neighbouring countries — is one of the 
major questions. If he can perceive this, will 
he be able to persuade those closest to him 
who are powerful that the time for some 
sacrifice has come, this is the next stage of 
the problem. He has managed to sustain a 
system the symptoms of which when 
unchecked in countries very close to Ivory 
Coast have caused indignation, resentment 
and violence. 

iting Previous calls for an end to the war 
President Tolbert, who had drawn up a 

in for a ceasefire shortly before his 
iassination, had been as good as ignored

 .. ""••“Il observer team intended to delimit
facing Ivory Coast and the ceasefire lines comprising representa- of the Front d'Action Commune and 
next week. lives from Cameroon, Liberia. Nigeria and has sided with Goukhoum's Forces A

Togo has not materialised. Of these 
countries Nigeria is the most powerful and 
most likely to be able to impose peace. 
However, all the signs are that Lagos is most 
reluctant to become involved in yet another 
round of attempts to seek a solution to the 
conflict The prevailing opinion is that the 
war in Chad has degenerated into gangster 
warfare on a national scale and that the best

thing is to let them fight it out until a clear 
winner emerges. What Nigeria would fear 
and react against is the intrusion of Libya

It is, however, difficult to believe that the 
factions in Chad arc able to continue their 

ing with the intensity that they have 
ayed thus far without military supplies 

from somewhere beyond the 
. frontiers. In its latest issue, Jeune 

correspondent in N'Djamena 
claims that there iscvidcnce of considerable 
foreign support going to three of the major 
factions and that Chad is beginning to turn 
into the battleground for the dispute 
between President Sadat of Egypt and Col. 
Gaddafi of Libya. For much of last year Col. 
Kamougue, the leader of the southerners 

positioned just 
intermittently shelling 

isitions, received aid tn 
.ibyan

rntly 
icivei

remaining in their respective localities, is 
emerging. These new men. who have 
prestige derived from their traditional roles 
as chiefs, arc also ambitious in the national 
sense. They will move to Abidjan and turn 
the national capi 
attention. The implications of t 
sociological and demographic char 
cannot be under-estimated in their rclat 
to the present structure of the party.; 
obvious attempt to reconcile the tribal comple--- ----------------------------- ----
differences of Ivory Coast. It could become difficult to envisage peace dcscendii 
a dangerously divisive instrument used by Chad even if one of the two principal 
politicians seeking power bases. — Goukhoum and Habre — is elimir

Similarly, the differences in regional Meanwhile, the tragedy of the Chadian war 
development, though not as conspicuous as is reflected by the fact that international 
was once the case, still remains very much notice might have to be taken simply 
the prerogative of the President. In because the numbers of refugees that have 
practice, he has been able, in the last five fled into Cameroon and Nigeria is causing 
years, to use the massive increase in the serious problems for their governments, 
commodity revenue derived from cocoa Without the prestige of its Chairman the 
and coffee and which is the responsibility of OAU is in an even more difficult position to  . .
the Caisse de Stabilisation el Soutien aux persuade the factions in N'Djamena to stop who is now positioned just outside of 
Produits Agricoles, for regional projects, fighting Previous calls for an end to the war N'Djamena intermittently shelling Hissen 
This, however, while a crucial factor in the by President Tolbert, who had drawn up a Habre's positions, received aid through a 
political equation in the Ivory Coast, just as plan for a ceasefire shortly before his massive Libyan airlift Ahmat Acyl's 
with the inevitable reform of the State assassination, had been as good as ignored faction — he is the Foreign Minister in the 
companies, falls within the discussion of the A neutral observer team intended to delimit Transitional Government — which is part 
economic options facing Ivory Coast and the ceasefire lines comprising representa- of the Front d'Action Commune and which 
will be dealt with next week. fives from Cameroon, Liberia, Nigeria and has sided with Goukhoum's Forces Armies.

■' Populaircs is known to be supported by 
Libya It is alleged that many of the FAC 
troops, who, according to some reports, have 
been the backbone of the defence against 
Hissen Habrc’s advances in N'Djamena, 
arc trained in Libya. Finally, The Forces 
Armies du Nord of Hissen Habre are 
receiving supplies and reinforcements from 
bases in Sudan which in turn arc supplied by
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understood and not 
anecdotes, folk talcs 
memories if it is to sene our future? How 
must it be understood.

lens with a mime/narralion 
the themes of work and
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STOP PRESS

The OAU having little power 
intervene at the moment and the French 
being reluctant to intervene as well — even 
though it is thought that in Pans Habre is 
still considered the best bet — there is now a 
dearth of opportunities for further 
initiatives.

The only hope that some external 
pressure may be brought on the factions to 
put an end to the fight may be through 
publicity that might emerge from the 
growing cnsis that will Curround the 
conditions of the thousands of refugees that 
have fled from Chad. Cameroon has at least 
100.000 and while Lagos has not made 
any comment on the matter, there arc 
thousands of refugees who have gone into 
Borno State. Nigeria. Aid has alreadv been 
sent to Cameroon; one awaits more news

the 
aided m

:rve to obscure 
lor

. . __ the w
a pre-colomal ethic of Together they sing to new the head.’ 

follow mg the Weeping, however.
response to the new 
haunts and intimidates i
Agurumo. the mystical beast employed 
throughout the play as a somewhat 
confused metaphor lor all forms of 
exploitation, manifesting 
through slave raiders, the i

from Nigeria. This is. however. the only part 
of the war in Chad which has spilled over 
into other neighbouring states. Meanwhile 
the war continues to be regarded asa wholly 
parochial affair and therefore appears tolie 
lower than ever on the list of priorities of the 
world’s peacemakers.

As far as the eventual outcome of this 
conflict is concerned there are constant 
allusions to a federal structure; a plan thatis 
favoured and continues to be peddled by 
the French. However, the only — 
who has shown the slightest 
towards this idea is Col Kamougue. Both 
Habre and Goukhouni are committed 
nationalists. The reality of the war is that 
the four factions control and administer 
large chunks of Chad; Goukhouni s FAP 
throughout most of the north. Habre along 
a belt*”from N’Djamena to Abeche and the 
Sudanese frontier; FAC has some control at 
Mongo but they could easily be challenged 
and Col Kamougue in the south. Most 
people would shrink from the thought of 
organising a referendum which would make 
a federation constitutionally viable and 
manv of the neighbouring countries would 
find it hard to countenance the 
acknowledgement of particularist pressures 
just next door. They have had too many 
similar pressures of their own which have 
been dealt with in the past by a combination 
of suppression and protracted and painful 
bargaining for conciliation.

pleasure. What to do 
dudes ambiguously yet 

honestly. Have we emancipated 
and ourselves from those convenient reassuring 

that has never myths propagated by our rulers or do they 
vh periods ol linger on m the hearts and minds ol us all? 
isusly conjure Have we learnt that the past must be 

and not incarcerated m
folk talcs and inchoate

contradictor
people in their attempt to comprehend and 
emancipate themselves Irom a degenerate 
national leadership in the 
multinationals, and a past 
myths and legends which ser 
rather than inform the struggle 
liberation. The play documents

1 shattering

communal solidarity following the 
imperialist intervention and portrays the 
dreams and aspirations ol the people in 
their struggle lor independence.

Dreams, however, turn to cynicism, 
despair and apathy as the reality ol 
independence emerges in the lorm ol a 
leadership dedicated only in its pursuit ol

Egypt. Hissen Habre is disliked anyway for 
his obvious ambitions and the suspicion that 
he will stop at nothing to achieve them. 
Should he win his virulent anti-Libyanism 
will make him particularly unpalatable to 
some of the other factions. If Goukhouni 
emerges as the winner, he will be obliged to 
the FAC which has very little power on the 
ground in Chad but which demes much ot 
its support from Libya, just as he will be 
obliged to Col. Kamougue. who as the 
months go by appears to be increasingly 
reluctant to participate in any government 
of a unified Chadian state.

THE TRADITION ol the dead power, wealth and r' 
generations weighs like a nightmare on the now? The play conclu 
brain ol the living’. And just when they seem perhaps honestly. Ha 
engaged in revolutionising themselves and ourselves” 
things, m creating something that 
yet existed, precisely m such p 
revolutionary crisis they anxious!
up the spirits ol the past to their service” 
(Marx I.

oi ike \lwinol licosi. written and 
directed by Oki Obalemi and staged as part 
ol the Action Week programme ol the The play open?. 
Third World Society at Leeds I niversity sequence exploring___  ___
last month, traces the complex and often solidarity that characterises lile in Aisla 

tory experiences ol an African (Nigeria?) prior to colonial intervention 
their attempt to comprehend and Clearing, planting, culm atmg and harvest­

vale themselves from a degenerate mg are accompanied by a work song that 
■ship m the pay ol the derides the lazy and warns of famine.
and a past shrouded m Narration sketches in the death ol a chiel. 

the ntuals and rites that accompany burial 
and the crowning ol his successor.
’Together they weep away the dead

nprehvnu 
a degenc 
pay ol 
shroi
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Agurumo was too amorphous as a 
metaphor to carry conviction throughout, 
while the lack ot any dynamic dramatic 
representation of the reality of Agurumo 
tended to diffuse what power the metaphor 
contained. A second problem is that when 
you are compressing a long and complex 
history it seems important to highlight the 
crucial ruptures m that history. Dramatic 
impact was crucially absent in the rupture 

influence ol the 
.... ,______ .... ,....y articulated a
Tosition between a pre-colomal and a 
il period it did not convincingly 
the admittmgly difficult problem ol

m the post-colonial

I Book your car today for future] 
deliveries. We guarantee fixed | 

prices throughout the year.

and subsequently 
leadership.

I ollowing a short scene in which the 
colonial presence is established we arc 
asked to examine the legacy 
presence m the post-colonial 
Beggars, cripples, prostitutes 
disallccted intelligentsia arc gathered 
together in a pub. while the Stale radio talks 
of the need, "to revive our culture, our 
so that wc can build a new and v 
future".

Bmta. an engineer (Deepa Lak- 
shmipathi), responds: "The past, the past, 
damn it. When shall wc learn that to 
venerate the past is a retrograde 
indulgence " Veneration versus com­
prehension. what is the past? Those 
gathered in the pub re-enact the struggle lor 
independence attempting to distinguish 
myth irom reality, and to account lor their 
shattered drcams ol a "bright new dawn'" 
In a strikingly effective sequence two 
nationalist politicians (Ahmed Gurnah and 
Tundc Bashiri are shown rallying the 
people prior to independence, imprisoned 
lor their opposition to the colonial regime, 
and I inally as President and Vice-President 
ol an independent Aisla incarcerating 
previous supporters who have voiced 
opposition to their economic policies.

A number ol problems are presented m 
any production serious in its attempt to deal 
with the process ol social change. One 
problem that this production does not 
satisfactorily resolve is the changing nature 
ol exploitation that characterises different 
periods m a country's history. By employing 
a single metaphor (Agurumo. the mystical 
beast) lor all lorms ol exploitation one 
cannot adequately deal with the diverse 
forms ol exploitation m any particular 
period, nor can one tackle the form ol 
exploitation that differentiates the colonial 
Irom the post-colonial period. The problem 
with metaphoric devices is that they 
take on a logic of their own which 
conflict with the intentions of the writer, 
circumscribing the scope ol the arguments 
hc/she wishes to put forward.

ol that
I period, 

and a 
gathered 
adio talks 

irpast ,mPacl Wi,s truuuiiiy ausciii 
virile sPawncd 1,1C growing m 

imperial power, the play 
juxtapc 
colonial 
handle I, 
the processes and forces instrumental in 
that transition.

A similar problem emerged in the final 
scene. In a sense this reflected the very real 
problem ol how to com ey cynicism, despan 
and apathy especially when the characters 
arc somewhat unclear as to what it is that 
they are cynical and apathetic about. One 
could question the political value of 
concluding the play on so disillusioned a 
note, yet, if one chooses to do so its 
treatment must carry conviction. Towards 
the end ol the play one ol the characters 
remarks "You know very well that you 
can't, as in a wrestling contest, force 
awareness on people" on the one hand this 
provides a corrective to those who would 
foster new illusions with calls lor a 
revolutionary optimism and a revolutionary 
politics, on the other it leaves unanswered 
the crucial question ol the conditions under 
which such an optimism and such politics 
would be feasible and realistic.

At the technical level the play perlormed 
in a church hall suffered a booming 
acoustics problem. Not only did this 
intimidate some ol the performers but it did 
scant justice to the imaginattv e sound track 
used to convey war, ram and ministerial 
speeches. I hope the play is performed again 
lor it confronts important issues in a 
provocative if not always convincing 
lashion. it would also give a relatively 
inexperienced cast the opportunity to gam 
the sort ol conlidence and expertise 
necessary to do justice to the script.

it seems important to li _ 
ruptures m that history.
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SUCH HAS been the reputation among 
scholars of the leading We« 
University Presses (one thinks of the record 
of Ibadan and of Ife for a start) and of the 
senes volumes by other publishers in 
association with West African universities 
(Longman's notable Ibadan and its newer
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“.cr.g university journals!) interdisciplinary jour- 
'est African nal which owes such a lot to its founding 

editor. Professor Michael Mortimore.
What is new. then, is not the birth of 

Ahmadu Bello University Press, but its 
coming of age — or belter still, to continue 

-  ..w..^, the societal metaphor, its nuptials with the 
Legon History Series at once come to mind) University Press Limited. Nee Oxford 
that it can only be a matter of pleasurable University Press. In the light of this 
anticipation to welcome another West eventual engagement, it is interesting to 
African venture. This is the arrival on the recall the approaches of other suitors way 
scene of Ahmadu Bello University Press’s hack in the 196(K. when Ahmadu Bello 
co-publishing undertaking with University University was still under the age of 
Press Limited, successor to Oxford consent. The now deceased Gaskiya 
University Press. Nigeria.------------------------Corporation was one strong suitor, though

In a way. of course. Ahmadu Bello felt by many in /<»< “ parentis — without 
University Press is not the newcomer such a prejudice to its earlier 
public welcome implies. It already has to its fine issue — not to 
credit a handful of paperbacks, some of sufficient health or 
w ider interest than others y et virtually none 
of them known — probably not to students, 
possibly not to libraries, and generally not 
to run-of-the-mill booksellers — outside 
Nigeria. While this limited awareness may 
be understandable with respect to such <i</ 
1,01 and largely locally aimed publications 
as R B. Davidson's Industrial Relations 
Decrees in V^ena or Andrew Hicks' 
Introduction to the Vitterian lam of Hire 
Pun lune, neither of which practical text 
w as bom to be a bestseller, books like A. W. 
Urquhart s case-study of Zaria in the 
mooted Series on The Planned Urban 
Landscapes of \onliern \n>cria and Neil 
Skinners skilfully translated narrative of 
Hausa oral history . Alhaji Mahniiidu Koki 
Kano Malum both deserve and would 
attract a wider audience — as the sales of 
the former to non-student purchasers in 
campus bookshops alone suggest 
the one could be introduced to the other. In 
a way. this lack of social success, as it were. 
ls exemplified in the unconvincing (even 
suspicious in the minds of caveat emptor 
buyers) publicity by Ahmadu Bello 
University Press to explain the dramatic 
reduction in price (not a reprint, but the 
same book) of Bruce King and " 
Ogungbesan's useful introduction 
group of essays on the Study of Black 
literature in Africa, the Caribbean and 
USA. I ( dehrution ol B!u< k and -Hiivaii 
H ritinu. ascribed to being "due to the 
outstanding success of this title". Where 
Ahmadu Bello University Press has been 
able to make its mark outside the Nigerian 
market is in its excellent prii 
publishing of Savanna, by 
well-established (and regular, somcthii 
an irregular attribute among

reputation for some 
be endowed with 

potency to engender a 
vigorous offspring, despite its undoubted 
capacity to provide a leading name in the 
context of vernacular production 
old alia ires du < near ar 
consummation of 
that we welcome.

And it is their first set of triplets whose 
arrival we now celebrate. Tw o have already 
been reviewed here. Mahdi Adamu's 
imaginative and splendid study of Hausa 
migration before the present century. 
The Hausa f actor in West African His- 
tors (see Africa Dec 10. 1979) and J 
S Hogendorn's Mgerian Groundnuts Ex­
ports (see H’<-sr Africa Jan. 21. 1980). a 
careful economic analysis of how the 
Hausa peasantry 
of the colonial p 
Cotton Growing A 
Nigeria would become a major

— if only cotion. Ever endow ed w ith a quic 
quick profit, the Hausa fan 
perceived that it was gro 
cotton, which would brinj 
economic return. The last 
volumes to reach review editors of US A and 
UK journals tow ards the end of 1979 (even 
though the Adamu volume sanguinely 
bears the imprint of 1978 — indeed, all 
three were promised, in an ABU publicity 
handout dated March 1978. for "put 
non about May 1978”; nor does much;
to be known in the trade about the fate of F 
Besmer's Horses. Musicians and Gods, and 
widely announced for December 1978) is 
Sa ad Abubakar's closely researched the 
Lamihe o/Fonihina. an account of the rise 

inting and and fall of political authority and political 
now a community in the 19th century jihad state 
Cling of of Fombina.
African
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vales is one on to which the 
r may be expected to bring its 

bachelorhood experience to 
any reviews editors of journals 
it heard of, or been able to 
from the ABUP/UPL Press

Overcoming 
academic insularity

Another landmark is when a university 
press begins to publish books from authors 
other than those who have taken their 
higher degrees there (in this instance at 
ABU) or are teaching on the faculty. The 
signs are that this welcome widening and 
reinforcement of reputation is already in 
train, for neither Michael Mason’s nor Paul 
Lovejoy's was an ABU thesis and Mahdi 
‘ '---- ■' now on the ABU faculty,

wrote his thesis for Birmingham and A. D.
much of his at Manchester A 

stage in the development of a 
ty's press's reputation goes beyond 

s list to scholars who-

particular attention to the Arabic sources 
for such an historical reconstruction.

Recently the ABUP/UPL parer.;., ?....< 
been proud to announce that further 
additions to their family are already on the 
way: in publishing as in — ——"•
Hausa peasant knows 
encourage procreation 
beget further prosperity. It is the 
ABUP/UPL History Senes, to launch which 
a promising blurb was handed out at last 
July's joint International African Insti­
tute/Ahmadu Bello University seminar on 
“Pastoralists of the Western Savannah", 
which catches the eye and will make the 
scholar's mouth water Ibrahim Gambrai's Nigerian 

intcrestii 
Adamu.
Ytmuri Even if gestation has in several 
cases been longer than parental pride would 
care to admit, the promise of a happy, 
extensive family has all the makings of an 
event to be keenly looked forward to by the 
many well-wishers of these two newly­
weds.

The

distribution and si 
UPL partner i 
considerable I 
bear. Too mar 
have not yet 
secure, titles I 
There is, too. a certain confusion among 
booksellers and catalogues and librarians, it 
would appear, as to exactly who the 
publisher is — AB UP. OUP Nigeria. OUP 
Oxford or ABUP/UPL And for books with a 
1978, let alone 1977, imprint to be sent out 
for review towards the end of 1979 is 
inexcusable. The time for such teething 
troubles should now be past. If the Press 
learns how to sell its books pt 
overseas as well as in Nigeria, it will 
be over one of its major hurdles.

Paris' Politic x <i»<// men'll Polu v in \'n;eiiu, 
announced for 1979 but not yet sighted, is 
held by some authorities in the field of 
international relations to be the best of the 
three contemporaneously written theses on 
Nigeria's foreign policy which were 
completed in the early 1970s (the others 
were by Idang and by Akmyemi. both 
already published several years ago). Two 
other titles, now announced by the Press as 
appearing in 1979/80 (both were originally conscious 
announced for publication at the end of 
1978) are Michael Mason's / otindaiimis <>/ 

the Bido Kinndoni. another older thesis 
which many have long thought deserved 
publication, and Paul Lovejoy's Caimans 
ol Kola: I hr Huusa Kolu I rode Nigerian 
readers, by the way. may not quickly be able has got 
to come across Lovejoy's long and beyond question With regard to the latter, 

tide on plantations in 19th the contingent inability to meet announced 
Sokoto in the December 1979 issue publication dates has been commented on 
Amerh on Historical Rexicu For in the trade, and the whole area of publicity

ABUP/UPL Press is doubtless 
of a number of imminent 

problems, some or all of which have been 
experienced by all or most university 
presses as they advance from inauguration 
to maturity. The quality of the books and 
the volume of their sales are tw o immediate 
priority considerations. That ABUP/UPL Adamu. though 
has got off to a good start on the former is wrote his thesis I

Yahaya 
further 
university's press's repu 
its readiness to open its

1980 — if both the authors and the readers 
are lucky — we are promised A. D. 

rents have Yahaya's The Value Aiithonix Sx stems in 
Vtirihein Vijieria. 1950-1970 (Dr. Yahaya 
is now the well respected Head of the 
Department of Political Science at Zaria). 

Alisas I he Establishment and 
Dexelopmem of Bum In. and The 
I ranxlmniohmi id Katsina. i. 1-100-1883. 
the 1974 Ph.D thesis of Yusufu Bala 
Usman, today Zaria's Head of History. The 
Series programme looks ahead to 1981 , 
when it will offer us P K Tibenderana's 
Sokoto Proviine under British Ride. 
1903-1939 (a Ugandan perspective on a 

event should be especially 
ing) and another book by Dr. Mahdi 
. I he Rise and Fall ol Huiisa Ride in

if ge;
ir tha
the

lily has
jenly looked forward
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At last the logical follow-up 
to Ghana's independence 
is now taking place. 
A completely new mental 
evolution is now in prog­
ress. It will help emancipate 
ALL black people politically, 
economically, scientifically, 
technologically, etc., once 
and for all timet!
You can obtain the 
revolutionary book THE 
BOMBSHELL: THE BLACK 
EMANCIPATOR AND 
WORLD REFORMER IS 
BORN. It will tell you every­
thing about the impending 
black resurgence. It costs 
only £10 or equivalent. Send 
your enquiries to The Direc­
tor, Epicentre Of Black 
Resurgence, P.O. Box 7534, 
Accra-North, Ghana. West 
Africa.

arc not connected with the university' and is 
linked with when the university's own 
faculty are willing and able to have their 
books accepted by other presses, university 
or "straight commercial". Yet 
problem, v " ' ... " '
one. is the ability of a univer 
combine a sense of service to 
members with an cu;*-’ '  _ 
scholarship. So anxious has at least one 
leading British university press been to 
avoid even a whisper of favouritism or 
internal

scripts (and in Nigeria such pressures 
mderstandably mounted over the last

/ years as academics realise that, with the
Hing down of the hitherto rapid pace of THE PUBLICATION of the Sih er Jubilee 

edition (November—December. 1978) of 
the X niena Trade Journal bears an eloquent 
testimony to the fact that the development 
of journalism in Nigeria has all along taken

I i c High Class 18ct GOLD.

SILVER, CRYSTALS &
1/ CAPO DI MONTE

Ikll.H Jewellery of London |J |), 
I 2 GRAVEL LANE (Oil Middlesex St) 

| LONDON E. 1 — Tel. 01-377 0317

. As always, part
>n is reflected in the urgent need for "a joui 
Dress is held, outside businessmen can find. 
iJe the university — conveniently commercial i 

x-amui iu(jc anu v.xford, rrinceron and news of 
Yale, California and Chicago arc no then pre 
exceptions to this rule. Not only has Ibadan found of 
University Press been acclaimc 
quality of its list and of its print 
University's Department of Hist 
been vigorously helped in attai 
commanding heights of eminence 
widely acclaimed Ihudan Hisiorx 
published 
History Series — by Longman. Ahi 
Bello University's Department of Histor 
starting much later, has still to make t. 
name it deserves outside its own 
Besides the inter-related quality 
teaching and visiting staff, the ability to 
attract good graduate students from beyond that today — -----------
its own departments, and the calibre of its Journal is about the most sophisticated and 
library' resources, both secondary and illuminating publication reflective of the 
primary’, on all of which criteria ABU can economic scene". The editor of theJonrnal. 
be reasonably satisfied with its record, one Mr. Abiodun Sogunle, paid glowing tribute 
other vehicle for the projection of its to those who had contributed to its 
scholarship and scholarly reputation sustenance over the years, notably the 
beyond Zaria and its environs is the advertisers and officials of the department 
launching of a sound and respected of trade, commerce and industry'and later 
university press. The Ahmadu Bello those of the Federal Ministry' of 
University and University Press Limited Information. This particular contribution 
link-up has now come about to meet this by the Editor represents an admirable 
need, especially perhaps through its mixture of reflective thinking and humour 
proposed ABUP/UPL History Series. —a real journalistic treat!
Inevitably, in Common Rooms as much as Other contributions (apart from those 
in kitchens, the proof of the pudding must written by information of tkers) are 
ultimatley lie in the eating. Impressed by designed to excite scholars and to inspire

the journal was transformed to a 
‘ ‘; with increased pages consis- 

■ing the ends for which it was 
established in January 1953 and setting the 
pace for similar publications not only in 
West Africa but also elsevv here in the world.

The 55-pagc silver jubilee edition is 
prefaced with a flurry of goodwill messages 
from both the public and private quarters.

By its title, one can guess its mission, but 
in a foreword to the first edition, extracts 
from which arc published in the latest issue, 
a former Governor-General of Nigeira.Sir 

‘ .—y wrote of an 
irnal in which the 

. quickly and 
i  information and 

of economic interest". Macpherson 
oredictcd that the Journal would be 

■ of such "practical use to businessmen 
not only in Nigeria but also in other 

inting, the countries as later to justify monthly instead 
"story has of a quarterly publication."
lining its Six contributors wrote the pieces in this 

■.ding heights of eminence by its silver jubilee edition and they arc experts of 
acclaimed Ibadan Hixton Series. widely divergent background and specials 

ed — like the companion Legon sation. The first chapter gives the history of 
’ “imadu the setting up of the Journal and how it lias

lory, been living up to its charges. That it has 
the grown to become an authoritative reference 

patch, on economic matters is emphasised by a 
of its quote from a column of the Daily / line* of 

Nigeria w-hich says: "There is no doubt at all 
in West Africa. Xiueria ’I mile

the performance so far. scholarly gourmets 
everywhere will wish to offer to Ahmadu 
Bello University and University Press 
Limited their most cordial wishes for a 

w another continuing menu of fine dishes from good
which may well be a continuing cooks, elegantly served at reasonable 

irsity press to prices.
a its own staff 

objective standard of

3 British university 
even a whisper of 
.1 pressure over the acceptance of 

manuscripts (and in Nigeria such press 
have understandably mounted over the

settling down of the hitherto rapid pace 
Africanisation and promotion, there is in 
future going to be no substitute for 
advancement other than the conventional 
academic one of a good record of jvu>imum<---------- o-------------------- ---
publication and successful teaching) that it into account the need to cater for special 
does not even include one local professor on interests.
the editorial board of its African Studies The past 25 years had been tor the 
Series! ABU UPL has been ahead of the X/lv/mi Trade Journal most eventful, 
game, and in its efforts to observe the Originally a quarterly of only minimum 
highest standards of objectivity (exception- pages, the ‘ r
ally, charity does not always start at home bi-monthly 
where scholarly publishing is at issue, save tently sen i 
in a risk role: in America, so they say, to be 
published by one’s own university press is 
not lacto the same as being published 
by one’s chosen press!) it has already 
demonstrated a readiness to seek the 
insurance of advice from outside readers on 
manuscripts submitted.

With a lead of almost 15 years, Ibadan and 
Legon Universties have successfully 
established a name for themselves in the  _ ... 
world of scholarship. As always, part of a John Macpherson plainly 
university's reputation is reflected in the urgent need for "a 
respect in which its press is held, outside businessmen 
even more than inside C..
Cambridge and Oxford^ Princeton and

* :ago are no then 
ily has Ibadan foun. 
niied for the
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prov ided for a better 
made this issue more bulky 

but then a silver jubilee 
sary is celebrated only once be it in 
ot a man or an institution.

Otherwise, this issue of the Niuena 7 rude
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Journal, lavishly illustrated with about 19 
photographs and selected references, is 
vcry,..........................  - -
modern magazine. And will the remarkable 
rate of increase in the volume of Nigeria’s 
internal and external trade soon be enough through 
justification for turning »h«» Innrnnl mtn a bride: “1 
monthly publication?

CAR SHIPPING
Don't take a chance - 
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We are the leading AUTHORITY on 

CAR SHIPPING to WEST AFRICA
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’reatest 
nd your 

.. « „ for our
ancestors but not for us. African men 
should not leave this to our women folk; too 
much a burden for mothers.

Death and the King's Horseman is based 
on incidents which took place in the ancient 

* ” 'ing to the plajwnghtits 
who has action is back-dated two to three years 
the sight while the second world war was still on.

Since 1939-45 was a global military period 
it suggests the play is set in the African 
military-rule era But are our politicians not 
equally guilty of the same betrayal as the 
soldiers

policy makers on wide-ranging fields such 
as farming, co-operative and/industnes and 
mass communications.

These materials are illustrated with tables 
and statistical data, and there is often an 
impressive bibliography.

On the place of mass communications in 
the development of a modern nation, 
Professor Alfred Opubor, of the University 
of Lagos, contends that "a thorough 
policy-oriented analysis of our national 
communications system and needs will lead 
to a realisation of the loopholes in our 
present situation which may then lead, 
either to the creation of news service and 
research agencies or the modification of 
existing institutions to our nation’s 
advantage".

As a silver jubilee edition, this 
publication should have carried ample 
extracts from past issues, a discourse on the 
progress or challenges of indigenisation 
decrees, a reflection on trade fairs, especially 
the Trade Fair '78. and educative 
contributions (not more goodwill messages) 
from bodies like the Manufacturers 
Association of Nigeria (MAN) and the 
various chambers of commerce, industry, 
banking, mining or agriculture. Indeed, 
where docs the journal stand in the context 
of the Economic Community 
African States (ECOWAS)? 
would have provided for 
assessment and m 
than it 
anniversai 
the life c

.hly illustrated with about 19 passage to the domain of the ancestors where 
and selected references, is he is to take the already departed king. She 

1 well produced in the fine tradition of a weakens and makes him a bird of prey.
‘ .................. ' 1 ’ In the play the playwright confronts us

with the basic weakness of our leaders 
---- E|esjn’s confession to his young 

bride: "For I confess to you, my daughter 
my weakness came not merely from the

7 itn.\ Ogium ale abomination of the white man. . there was 
(Nigerian Institute of Journalism. Lagos) also a weight of longing on my earth-held 

limbs".
It is not the intrusion of the white man nor 

its aftermath that matters but the greed and 
excesses of our leaders. He is able to fool 
around with us now because of our 
antediluvian sentiments. To blame him for 
our misfortunes is the more reason to seek 
solace in his Christianity. A defeatist 
attitude that leaves a laggard seating in a 
limbo The white man would not sell us his 

THIS PLAY. 'Death and the King's technology much less transfer it to us. 
Horseman', is not about the "clash of Our survival calls for learning the gret 
cultures" but the betrayal of the trust and art of survival — study and understand] 
honour of a race, the Black race, by the opponent. Might be too late though fvi 
custodian of its integrity. Literally that is. u— —
Figuratively, it is a metaphorical lament on 
the avarice of the African leaders, who for a 
million bucks would not hesitate to sell us 
back into slavery once more.

Elesin, performing the final rites of his city of Oyo. Accordu 
suicide to join the deceased king, who has action is back-datet 
died one month earlier, reneges at 
of "A beautiful young girl". Thus playing 
havoc with his “sleeping hours" Here is a 
man. an elder, who has tasted "the juiciest 
fruit on every tree' lusting at the appointed 
hour after a rib from his side! His young 
bride becomes more than an abyss, a
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SIR- Your editorial on the Nigeria budget of II« w 
(Match 17) was utterly disgusting in its 

subversive symbolism and rhetoric. The term 
prosperity is a gross misrepresentation of the 

nature otscviai. political, and economic progress 
in Nigeria today, p— _-J.: -- ■ • 
delusive, or shallow brand 

1 ou greeted the prospect 
and the tendency for

sloping societies, the concepts of 
n. disapline and productivity arc in 
«• There is a tendency to rationalise 

tical arguments, the continuing 
in the more advanced states 

.:.kc) for the goods and 
modem development.

' , d societies 
exploitation of primary 
gainst foreign goods anil

H K. E ITEKE 

Federal co-operation
SI R. I would like to comment on the explana 
by President Shagan regarding the role of 
federal liaison officers appointed to the states 
(ll'e.v A trim. March 24). While this type of 
co-ordmativc organisation at the federal icvcl is 
operative in some countries like Tanzania, it 
appears to have acquired a political connotation 
in the Nigerian context for reasons not too far 
away to seek.

The writer belies cs that there is cv cry necessity 
to co-ordinate federal establishments anil 
~ jccts states. at least to improve their 

lagement and efficiency At the same time, it 
□Id be realised that State gov emments do not 

part of the federal establishments and as 
a line needs to be draw n if conflicts of 

interest and personality arc to be avoided.
X« M«or/< BERT EGESI

But socialism docs not preclude privilege ; 
more than capitalism. In a developing soar 
socialism institutionalises official privilege and 
stifles other alternative paths to maximum status 
mobility For this reason, there is hardly a better 
prescription than socialism for ensuring greater 
incidence of violent crime, in developing 
countries like Nigeria 
Kaduna

investment with shameless glee. Suspii 
students of social development familiar 
concepts of dependency, neo-colomalisr 
grow th-oriented dcvclopmcntalism woul 
between your lines may have led to the reference 
to Marx, even if out of context.

I believe that the time is coming when media of 
communication like yours will need to be 
seriously examined. This would be to determine 
if you have any respect for the interests of the 
totality of the people ot West Africa, or ifyouare 
merely a corporate public relations document, 
serving the business interests that pay you. and 
the greedy oppressor class in West Africa that 
you titillate.

Specifically, my concern is that under the title 
of W«r Africa you are posing as a depend­
able source of information about and for 
Africa, whereas you may just be spewing out 
propaganda that is subversive to the interests of 
social progress (not economic prosperity) in that 
part of the world In the future, a look at the 
works of Gavin Williams and Teresa Turner, may 
be very useful. A particularly good book to read is 
liiliirimiiioiiiil A/<kv ('•niiiiittiinilium, edited by 
the brilliant Finnish communication scholar. 
Kaarle Nordcnstreng.
/.«»v Ani’cles

The roots of crime
SIR In January 7 issue of IVeirA/nco, Mr. Aaron 
T Gana applied ideological arguments to explain 
the Crime Wave of the 70 s in Nigeria. From his 
premise that capitalism begets the crime wave, he 
goes on to conclude that socialism will scuttle 
enme.

In devcli—: 
nationalism, ui 
their infancy I 
from ideologic 
over-dependence or. .... ------  —.
(Capitalist and Socialist alike) for tl 
services associated with . _ ______
The economics of the less developed 
centre around the exploitation of 
resources for barter aga ___ B._ e.
services

Therefore, access io foreign goods and sen ices, 
is the transient but real substance of status and 
wealth in these societies The dichotomy between 
existing low levels of individual productivity and 
the institutionalisation of priviledged access to 
foreign goods and services provides the potential 
for violent crime m developing societies The 
existence of abundant easy access (in the form of 
unearned petroleum revenues) pros ides the basis 
for high intensity of violent crime

I agree with Mr Gana that violent crime by the 
unpnviledged is no worse than the smart, 
unpatriotic commercial activities of Nigerian 
comprador classes The Compradors and 
middlemen are of course privileged capitalists.
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Academic politics
SIR It was interesting to note 
came out in letters to the 
controversial ideas of Martin T 
Gowon but also echoing his st 
Politics.

Distinction should be made between an 
academic politician who tends to run acid (his 
evidence) to injury (the problem) and the 
university academic who endeavours to 

' " ' " ns an
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and blocks room for successive pn 
It is submitted therefore that 

restored to a maximum of one year, 
during National Youth Service, 
qualified lawyers could spend six 
Government Ministry and the remainder in 
private chambers with a pupil master. In this wa) 
the lawyer would gain necessary experience, and 
be allowed to exercise his right tochoose and also 

sive lawyers
:r who waits till the end of five 
is feet is not worth his salt nor 

i promoting or upholding 
ior Advocates, and other 

present 
I to serve

is where arc those
Pioneer leaders, ideological certain irresj 
J students, trade unionists 

crumah’s era. Pan) 
cadres during tu«

lawyc
Jlowcd to exercise his i 

create room for successi1
1 feel that a lawyer 

years to stand on his 
would he be of any use in | 
justice. Our judges, Senior Advocates. ai> 
eminent lawyers did not attain their 
status by being sheltered, or being forced I 
apprenticeship for five years.
London C. OBI OKWUSOGU

leadership-tussle'’ After all, most of them came 
ulagc be out from psychological and systematic defunct 
referably National Liberation council's witch hunt clean.

There is an ideology of Nkrumaism which is. 
ition of scientific Socialism to Ghanaian 

, — abject poverty, squalor, disease, 
unemployment and excessive cxploita- 
thc majority by a few. Of particular 

significance, however, is the stress Nkrumaism 
lays on the techniques of imperialism in the 
nco-coloniahst period This, the ideology warns, 
is the most dangerous form of exploitation 
because it is concealed.
London

Bureaucrats and 
Leadership
SIR: Dr. Hilla Limann, Ghana's President gave 
the game away by reiterating, dunng an interview 
about his first 100 days in office, his 
determination to evolve a pragmatic approach to 
the governing of Ghana in preference to the 
formulation of an explicit ideology My relatives 
and friends were urged to vote for any political 
party that campaigned on a pro-Nkrumaist 
platform It was clearly indicated that PNP was 
doing (hat.

However, the choice of two bureaucrats as 
Presidential and vice-Presidcntial candidates 
amazed me. Because all over Africa bureaucrats 
have shown that they have one thing in common 
They show no loyalty to an) government, 
political party or ideology. They are prepared to 
serve the most blood) dictators and even allow 
the massacre of their own people without any 
apparent twinge of conscience

PNP Government being proclaimed 
pro-Nkrumaist is known to the whole world. It is a 
pity only few committed Nkrumaists are in the 
Government, this is not surprising because of the 
mould of those former bureaucrats empowered 
to nominate Ministers and make other 
appointments.

The issue now 
Nkrumaists-young Pi 
school lectures and 
and journalists of Nkr 
secretaries and other <

Dirty Accra
SIR Why is Accra City so dirty and stinking. We 
cry for not having foreign currency and one way 
of achieving this is to encourage foreigners or 
tounsLs to come to Ghana for holidays.

Surely, the Cleansing Department of the 
Greater Accra City Council is responsible for 

sing the rotten gutters and the disgraceful 
: toilets m the city. At Kotoka International 

... port. Accra, it is embarrassing to find that not 
even one toilet is functioning. A tourist gels his 
first impression of Ghana on arrival, then as he 
proceeds to the City he begins to smell the foul air 
of Accra and consequently becomes frustrated 
and wished he had not entered Ghana at all

Ghanaians are clean and tidy people but 
—‘sponsible senior officials in the 

Greater Accra City Council are not doing their 
arty job.
the London

>o sell video recorders, 
TVs, Hi-Fi and fridge- 

reezers of all makes.

SIR I wish to draw your attention to sports 
reporting in your magazine More often than not. 
sport is either totally excluded, or when reported, 

but the quality leaves much to be desired
pled A vivid example is the last Africa Cup of 

Nations competition, the finals of which were 
concluded in Lagos. One would have thought 
that such a big sporting event in Africa needed 
better coverage For instance, the article,* “ 
Eagles bang Euphoria" (IVesr A/rrar, Ma 
does not state (or indicate) who their 
were in the final, how they both got 
what the final score was

There arc many Africans (West Africans in 
particular) abroad who would be interested in 
reading about sporting events at home While 
one is not contending that Africa be turned 
into a sporting magazine, opening up a sports 
page or column in it would not be a bad idea 
Belfast OTSE PETE B IMOUDU

384 Uxbridge Road, 
London W12 

Nearest tube stations.
Finsbury Park N4, Shepherds Bush W12

SIR: Nu K Bcntsi-Enchill asks (Wen Africa, 
March 10, 1980) why "ordinary Ghanaians are 
suffering so much today, and why the politicians 
seem unable to address themselves to even asking 
the first question".

The answer has long seemed to me to be as 
follows: Ghana at present is at the best a common 
services organisation for the various ethnic and 
professional groupings, and at the worst an 
association for self-seeking by power and author • 

politician who tends to run acid (his holders There is a consensus among these 
to injury (the problem) and the groups that those in a position to do so should 

, academic who endeavours to pursue their own good, particularly at the 
harmonise the two factors for cure. If, ns an cxpcnscof the so-called “statethere is no con- 
appropriate task, the student of politics is to xcnsus lha| a man in power or authority should 
accurately describe, preach certain ideals and pursuc the public welfare, which remains onl) 
then produce political ways of moving in the right vaguely defined in the latest Constitution Until 
direction, there should be no limits to research t|le predatory character of the state withers away 
efforts. through some sort of a miracle, journalists like

That Martin Dent is non-Nigcnan docs not Nil Bentsi-Enchill will continue asking the ques- 
mean that he should flout and jump certain tlon he has raised 
research stages on certain types of questions and Leiden. Holland 
problems if he is to get to the ' ' '
reality. Politicians in all politic 
world over have been known to 
both "influential insiders ar 
conducting political research, without adequately 
weighing implications or otherwise

The "fierce attack" therefore should not have 
been on Martin Dent's research endeavours t ‘ 
on the information supplied by the sampku 
population he studied and iscontinuingtostudy 
NeuxaMle PAUL C. LOGAMS
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Bogota Group 
meeting

The Bogota Group < 
producers is scheduled to 
Panama this week.

The meeting could be a$le» 
approve the statutes of 
International Coffee Com?J 
which would be the amt cf 
Bogota Fund that has been serf 
to control market prices by sup; 
buying operations. The con? 
would have its headquarter! 
Panama and an office tn Lori

The Bogota coffee prod- 
will also review the fa 
operation and discuss world cd 
market trends.

Coffee has recently been upti 
highest prices of the year, mi 
because of support buying by 
Bogota Group, though it has si 
slipped back a little. At the mu 
of last week in London J 
contracts were about £1.641 
tonne Julv £1.690 and Septen 
to March 1981 above £1.700

NEPA
Steyr Armoured Vehicle

Plant
Ogun River Dams
Sokoto-Rima Dams

The above arc 
projects New projc 
Roads and Bridges 
Warri-Benin-Shagamu

out the ins 
potential

The National Supply 
is to be overhauled to 
importing practices.

Die general administration head 
of expenditure mentioned above 
includes proposals to spend 
N118m. on the Abuja Federal 
Capital and N40m. on the National 
Science and Technology 
Development Agency and another 
N40m. on rehabilitating ecologi­
cally degraded areas. This latter is a 
tremendously cheering deveh 
ment and one that might 
adopted by a lot of other countr 
with a great deal of benefit

As can be seen there are plenty 
of opportunities for businessmen in 
Nigeria, both in expons and joint 
venture investments? But. as Mr. 
A. J. Smith from the Department 
of Trade told the NBCC 
conference “British firms must 
send their best men to Nigeria to do 
business, as our competitors do 
While there are opportunities for 
Bntish business those same 
opportunities are also available to 
other countries as well" Professor 
Ycsufu. executive director of the 
Lagos Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, also emphasised this 
point and urged businessmen to 
make use of the Lagos Chambers 
facilities for advising on the 
standing of Nigerian concerns and 
individuals

Irrigation Projects
Defence
Housing
Power (NEPA)
Agriculture
Air Transport
Water Transport
Health
Commerce and Finance
Police
Information
Livestock 
Fisheries 
General Administration

Many of the pr 
primarily of internal interest such 
as the review of the Federal 
Mortgage Bank system — though 
the intention to build 2.000

Rice Mill 
Dadin Kewa Dam 
Zobc(Sokoto) Dam

These are the i 
allocations 
Loan elements): 
Manufacti 
Land Trar 
Mining anv 
EducatK

housing units in each state coupled 
with the relaxation of pre­
shipment inspection controls of 
imports of building materials is of 
external interest, it should be 
noted at the same time that 
building supplies industries get 
considerable help tn the Budget. 
The Pnce Control Board is deemed 
to have failed in its objects and is 
going to be replaced with a price 
intelligence unii.
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spread <_ 
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Administrate 
for the year 
reported in I 
and April 

Strictly 
new Budj 
tions Bill______
but the Finance 
announced some of the fiscal 
changes proposed which came into 
effect on. or will be backdated to.

of this -
(W'«r & T External Line Plants____

;h this Nitrogenous Fertiliser Plant 28.0m 
Lower .Anambra Irrigation and

‘ 21 4m
12.0m 
19 0m
sector

live unwinding as particular li 
have been passed.

The selling coincided »t 
meeting in Brasilia of Bi 
Nigeria. The Ivory Coast. Gl 
and Cameroon to discuss prod 
export policy now that 
International Cocoa Agreei 
has expired. The talks * 
intended among other thing 
establish mutually satisfy; 
minimum selling pnees 
regulate stocks

It was rumoured though 
definitely confirmed that 
selling came from Brazil—w 
has also been rumoured (a 
planning to abolish export aw 
on beans and cocoa product 
The Ivory Coast (which hast 
reported to be having s 
problems with quality tea 
which could justify salesbeloa 
reputed asking pnce set h 
Ivory Coast and acquiesced c 
other members of the C: 
Producers' Alliance at wn 
meetings recently) and Carnet

The Brasilia meeting doev 
appear to have been an unquiJI 
success and will be followedi 
month by a meeting of the fuIC 
— thus including Togo, SaoTI 
and Pnncipe. Ecuador. Trits 
and Tobago and Gabon - 
Salvador in Brazil when 
proposal to use the S220m fl 
the International Cocoa Ap 
ment buffer stock funds 
establish a fund to support Ei! 
operations, on similar lines lol 
of coffee’s Bogota Group. wU 
formally advanced by Brazil

Another cause of the weak 
of prices has been the tin 
withdrawal from the market 
Russia and other East Eurcp 
buyers, who have recently b 
providing an effective floor p 
for cocoa with their skilful ten 
hunting. At the middle of last® 
May contracts were about £1 JI 
tonne the £1,400 level wu 
passed until December coatn 
and even July next year wise 
£1.480 a tonne.

Cocoa prices 
slide

Cocoa paces 
sharply in Lond< 
selling pressure from 
which has also trigger*.

Professor Sunday Essang. had 
some observations to make about 
(he wider international financial 
scene. He said that Nigeria 
would be making little more than 
token appea 
rency markc 
maintain a 
rates there 
something I 
dered rather _________
present figures quoted

Main projects to be covered by 
External Loans — N 1.065m. 
Ajaokuta Steel Plant N 148.6m 
Delta Steel Co. (Steel Plant i 

173.0m
3 Steel Rolling Mills 80.0m
Standard Gauge Railway 60.0m 
Ports Development 50.0m
S. Chad Irrigation Projects 35.0m 

25.0m 
Assy. 

13.0m 
25.0m 
35.0m 

on-going 
jects are: 
s 80.0m 

Road 
50.0m 

Oku-lbokun 
20.0m 
62.0m 
12.0m

Apnl 1, the first day 
9-month financial "year 
•4/ricfl. April 14) Although 
year's Bill can expect to be most 
thoroughly studied and debated, 
and amended in some details if not 
greatly in general, it is reasonably 
safe to plan on the basis of the 
Appropriations Bill

VSTiat has been advanced is 
generally accepted as being very 
much an intenm measure prepar­
ing the way for a more radical 
statement of NPN economic policv 
m the Budget for 1981 There has 
been some criticism that the 
proposals for the remaining nine 
months of this year include some 
deficit financing when it might 
have been expected that the 
government would take the 
opportunity to concentrate on 
inherited financial obligations and 
completing on-going projects so as 
tostart next year with adcan sheet 
It may be of course that, as it will 
probably not be possible to spend 
the money in the time, the 
Government decided not to upset 
anybody by appearing to prune.

The deficit financing is to be met 
by raising internal loans and by a 
little over N 1.000m. of external 
loans. Commenting on the external 
borrowing the Finance Minister.

replaced 
anil.

juragc the geographical 
of industrialisation 

Federation a 
scale of concessions on 
on imports needed to 

factories is to be 
so that plants set up a 

.rom entry ports will be 
higher concessions on 

matcnals which they 
import. Raw materials 

and spare parts for 
. arc to be very r -*■ — 

to import, though the 
course one or two increases in 
import duties to provide some 
protection for local manufacturing 
industries. There are going to be 
improvements in the Form M 
procedure to try to speed up the 
paperwork but the prc-shipmcnt 
inspection system is going to 
continue though the Government 
is going to hold discussions about 
using other firms besides Socidtd 
Gcncrale de Surveillance to carry 

ispections and so reduce 
delays in shipment.

ic National Supply Company 
to improve

A CONFERENCE organised by 
the Nigeria British Chamber of 
Commerce in London on "The 
Nigerian Budget, 1980" attracted 
some 250 participants and had to 
be given in two sessions on 

five days There could 
been a more graphic 

)f the interest of 
and business in the 
ough this year the 
has been unlike 

:w years Then the 
Government laid 
d decided for the 

economy, now the 
..------ . g <jrawn

Shagan 
Assem- 

Appropnations Bill, as 
by section 75 of the 

‘ . ’ ' gave the
itably at length, of the 
ion's financial plans 
r (highlights have been 
West Africa, March 31 

)ril 7).
tly speaking there will be no 
adget until the Appropna- 
■II has been passed into law 

Minister has
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. scs- (i) construe- 

re and equipmc 
: In) furniture l

years, with a three year grace 
period, to finance development of 
small and medium industries.

ling institutes It was 
ADB participation wil 

phases. The first 
jved by the Board in Oct 

incorporated the construe-

Mali drawing 
on IMF

International Monetary 
a purchase by 

Mali, under the 
.npensatory financing 
■ivalent to SDR 5. Im. 
:xport shortfalls during

rortanl export crops, 
groundnuts. The 

on, Mali's major 
ig for more than 

total exports. 
—zc factors 
—d intema- 
l 1979. The 
was entirely 

result

tion. furniture and equipment for 
LP San Pedro and c

Gagnoa and LP
The ADB compr 

Phase II comprise, 
lion, furniture and equipment for 
LP Odienne; (ii) furniture for LP 
Gagnoa. (in) furniture and balance 
of equipment (not included in 
Phase I) for LP Man.
O The World Bank is to lend the 
Ivory Coast $9.4m. for a rural 
development project, which is the 
first phase of a $21 Im. integrated 
rural development programme for 
the North-East savannah over the 
next five years

IDA credit for 
Upper Volta

The International Dcv< 
Association, has approver 
of $ I Im. to Senegal, for a p 
to develop a number of smal 
operations, 
cultiv 
keeping, 
help the

wing and knittn 
s (finishing ;

g) The complex
lolack. will be capable of 

1,510 tons of cotton-fibre 
tons of polyester a year It 

y about 1,500 people 
.e a productioncapacity 
JO items of ready made

exchange cost of the 
loan is intended 

for the procurement and 
of pipes, tools and 

and for financing part 
dtancy services. The 
of Zaire will finance

EEC helping 
Eq. Guinea

The European Common Market 
is to make a grant of $3.2m to 
Equatorial Guinea to help it with 
economic recovery, particularly in 
the public health, agriculture, 
public works, fisheries and energy 
sectors.

The Community has 
announced $300,000 aid 
Senegal for drought relief

ADB loan 
to Zaire

The ADB has approved a loan 
of 7 5m LA (about $9.9m ) to 
Zaire to finance the Kananga 
Water II project The loan is 
repayable ov er I byears includmga 
grace period of four years.

The thrcc-year project is 
intended to prov ide 60 per cent of 
the population in Kananga with 
potable water as a result of a 
renovated and extended distribu- 

ork, and to an increased 
>f individual connections 

implementation of this 
!5 per cent instead of the 
i per cent will have their 
■ idual

lion networ 
number of 
With the 
project. 2! 
present 5 
own individual connections

The ADB loan will finance the 
entire foreign 
project The 
mainly 
laying 
equipment 
of the consultai*'1 
Government &■ z., 
local costs.

ADB loan 
to Mali

The African Development Bank 
has granted a 50 year $1.212m. 
loan to Mali for rural development 
m the Selingue area to resettle 
families whose homes are to be 
flooded after the Selinguc dam 
goes into service.

Togo's Development Bank 
received a $413m loan for 15

ADB loan 
to Senegal

The Board ol Directors of The 
African Development Bank has 
approv cd a loan of 8m U A (about 
$ 10.5m.) to Senegal to finance the 
Sotc.xka project The loan is 
repayable over 15years mcludinga 
grace period of lour years.

The project involves establishing 
an integrated textile complex 
comprising three workshops (spin­
ning. weaving and knitting) and 
two units (finishing and dress­
making) The complex to be sited 
at Kaol.
treating 
and 388 
will employ 
and will have 
ol 8,820,001 
clothing a year.
• The International Development 
Association, has announced a 
credit of $65m to Upper Volta for 
a project to protect, develop and 
exploit the country's 
reserves The credit is for 50 ye, 
including 10 years grace, at h 
cent

ADB loan 
to Ivory Coast

I he African Development Bank 
lias approved a loan ol 8m Units of 
Account (about $10.5m.) to The 
Ivory Coast to finance The Ivory 
Coast's Education II project. The 
loan is repayable over 20 years 
including a five-year grace period

The overall project comprises 
construction, design service, furni­
ture. equipment, technical assis­
tance and fellowships for four 
vocational training institutes in 
Man. Gagnoa. San Pedro and 
Odienne The ADB components 
consists of construction of LP 
(Lycce Professionnelle) San Pedro 
and LP Odienne and furniture and 
equipment for the four vocational 
training institutes It was agreed 
that ADB participation will be in 
two phases. The first phase 
approved by the Board in October 
1979

The 
Fund has agreed to a 
the Government of M: 
Fund’s com, 
facility, cquiv 
because of ex, 
1979

The shortfalls centred on Mali's 
two most important export crops, 
cotton and groundnuts. The 
shortfall for cottor 

eport, accounting 
df of the country's total 

was due mainly to pnee 
stemming from depressed 
tional prices during 
groundnut shortfall ' 
due to volume factors as the 
of droughts in the major growing 
areas, which reduced output.

Commonwealth 
scholars

A total of 665 post-graduates 
and academic staff from 39 
Commonwealth countries under­
took further studies in British 
universities, medical schools and 
other institutions during 1978/79, 
according to the 20th Annual 
Report of the Commonwealth 
Scholarship Commission

During the year, the Commis­
sion also selected and placed 213 
students, from 3 3 countries, to take 
up new awards later this year.

The report gives details of the 
fields of study and qualifications 
gained within the separate 
categories of awards. The largest of 
these were the 452 Common­
wealth scholarships, followed by 
100 academic staff scholarships, 40 
academic staff fellowships. 64 
medical fellowships, six senior 
medical fellowships and three 
visiting professorships.

The Commonwealth Scholar­
ship and Fellowship Plan exists to 
promote academic exchanges 
within the Commonwealth. A 
small number of awards are 
available for British graduates to 
further their studies in other 
Commonwealth countries. The 
report notes, with pleasure, that for 
the first time in many years 
scholarships have been awarded in 
Nigeria.

• The Royal Society I 
award, one of 18 under its 
Commonwealth Bursaries 
Scheme, to Dr T. O Orebanjo, of 
the Department of Biological 
Sciences, University of Lagos.to 
spend a year studying nitrate 
reduction in some tropical woody 
plants at the Department of 
Botany, University of Manchester, 
beginning this month

The annual awards are to assist 
scientists to work in Common­
wealth countries other than their 
ow n They enable such scientists to 
pursue research, learn techniques 
or follow other forms of study in 
the natural and applied sciences.

seminar possible by providing the 
necessary funds.

The mam purpose of the course 
is to help up-grade the professional 
skills, techniques and judgement of 
the participants The content of the 
programme dwells on the formula­
tion, appraisal, follow-up and 
supervision ol viable projects with 
particular reference to medium 
and small-scale enterprises. In 
addition, participants will be made 
to examine the interactions 
between projects financed and the 
policies and procedures of 
development banks and how they 
fit in the economic development 
policies of countries

This seminar is the second of a 
senes of courses organised by the 
ADB Training Centre, with the 
assistance of the World Bank 
Economic Development Institute, 
for some 200 senior staff members 
of development banks and similar 
institutions of member counlnes

I 21 April 1930

ADB seminar
The Training Centre of the 

African Development Bank, in 
collaboration with the World Bank 
Economic Development Institute, 
is currently an eight-week 
Development Banking Seminar 
attended by 27 participants from 
15 African countries and the 
African Development Bank.

Opening the seminar the ADB’s 
Acting President Mr G E. 
Gondwe. stressed that the seminar 
had an important role in ensuring 

1 the availability of expertise in 
Afnca. both within and outside the 
ADB, for formulating projects and 

! implementing them financially and 
I administratively He thanked 
| Governments of some foreign 
i countries such as Norway. Sweden 
' and Germany which made the

OPEC strategy
I The Organisation of Petroleum 
I Exporting Countries has 
! announced that 13 OPEC Oil 
l Minsters will meet at Taif in Saudi 
i Arabia, on May 7 to discuss the 
i organisation's long-term strategy, 

followingcomplctionofa two-year 
OPEC study on long-term goals.

A six-nation OPEC Strategy 
Committee has been meeting since 
1978 to discuss policy issues such 
as linking oil prices to inflation, 
problems caused by currency 
fluctuations and the connection 
between oil supplies and industrial 
growth

The last meeting of the Strategy 
Committee, attended by the Oil 
Ministers of Saudi Arabia. Algeria, 
Kuwait. Venezuela and Iraq and 
the Governor of Iran's Central 
Bank, was held in London in 
February

The Taif meeting will consider a 
report prepared at the London 
session. If this is accepted by the 
whole membership, it will be 
referred to OPECs 2()th anniver­
sary Summit Conference, to be 
held in Baghdad in November

Oil Ministers will meet again i 
Algiers on June 9 for a rcgul: 
price-fixing conference

OPEC Secretary General Rene 
Ortiz said m New- York recently 
'Expect an agreement on a 

compromise decision for a unified 
OPEC pricing system in the second 
half of this year "

He noted that the gap between 
official prices and international 
prices was already narrowing 
Under such conditions a single 
price structure was likely, provid­
ing the consumer nations 
restrained then demand, he added

Mr. Ortiz accused oil companies 
of indulging in what he called a 
"race for oi" He said world oil 
stocks had reached an unpre­
cedented level of 5,000m barrels

• A special meeting of the Organi­
sation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) next month will 
consider increasing the OPEC fund 
to aid Third World countries by 
another $5.000m . according to Sri 
Linka's Finance Minister. Mr 
Ronnie de Mel
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SOUTHBOUND - F1ONIA 
Oslo'Moss Apr- 21. Copenhagen Apr. UNE 
30, Aarhus May 1. Hamburg May J. SOU! 
Bremerhaven May 6. Rotterdam May 7, Londe
Antwerp-Zeebrugge May 26. Rouen/Le 
Havre May 27. for Tenenfe May 31, 
Dakar June 2. Freetown June 3, 
Monrovia June 4. Abidjan June 13. Apr. 6 
Tcma June 29 (with transhipment). II. Ay
Lome June 28 (with transhipment). NOR7
Lagos'Apapa June 7. Douala June 11. Matad 
NORTHBOUND — FIONIA Port ~ " 
Harcourt Apr. 8. Lagos'Apapa Apr 11, 
Cotonou Apr. 9. Lome Apr 12. Tema
Apr 13, Abidjan Apr. 14. Monrovia SOUTHBOUND — KAPRIFOL
Apr. 16. Dakar Apr. 17. Tenenfe Apr Felixstowe Apr 24. Zeebrogge Apr. 25.
20. Amsterdam Apr. 23. Antwerp Apr Grangemouth Apr. 25. Rotterdam Apr.
23. Bremen May 8. Hamburg Apr. 25, 25, Le Havre Apr. 26, Dakar May 4.
Aarhus Apr 28. Copenhagen May 3. Monrovia May 4, Abidjan May 5. Tema
Oslo/Moss May 5, Le Havre May 11. May 5, Lagos/ Apapa May 6.

ELDER DEMPSTER LINES PALM L,NE
SOUTHBOUND - DUMBA1A sig SOUTHBOUND - APAPA PALM
Calabar Apr. 21 PEGU due Abidjan Hamburg Apr. 9. Rotterdam Apr. 16.
Apr. 2) Dakar Apr. 24, Freetown Apr. 27,
NORTHBOUND - SHERBRO due Monrovi« Apr. 29. Abidjan May I.
Glasgow Apr. 21 SHONGA due Tema May 31 Co,onou May 6. Pon
London Apr 20. Harcourt May 9. Douala May 20
WESTBOUND — SEK1 ROKAKO B AMEN DA PALM Liverpool Mar
due New York Apr. 21. ’>• Abidjan Apr. 12, Apapa Apr. 15

S.C.A.D.O.A.
SOUTHBOUND — VILLE DE 
BORDEAUX Dunkirk Apr 23. Rouen 
Apr 25, Le Havre Apr. 27. Bordeaux 
Apr 30, Dakar May 6, Abidjan May 10. 
Lome May 16. Apapa May 13 -- onJ>>) Douala May K

- SAINT LUC 
~ • r. 20.

Qualifications
(a) Senior Lecturer

(i) At least 5 years of teaching or professional experience ini 
University, an Institution of University standing or cotrpr 
-ble Professional Institution

to initiate and develop reset 
Some recognised publications m I 
Experience in directing academic 
Preferably some experience in ■ 
activities
Candidates should in addition to the above hold a gxd 
honours Degree and Higher Degree, i.e M Sc.'M PtulPhO 
in any of the following fields

(a) Pharmaceutics and Pharmaceutical Technology
(b) Pharmaceutical Chemistry
(c) Pharmacognosy
(d) Pharmaceutical Microbiology

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE:
Appointment which is either on permanent or contract basis wouli 

commence as soon as possible Non-contract appointees below th 
rank of Professorship will be on probation for the first 3 years andw’ 
be considered for confirmation to retiring aqe thereafter if the'rse*- 
vices are considered satisfactory Leave transport grant, pense* 
scheme and partly furnished accommodation at rentals not exceeds? 
8'Voof salary or rent allowance of between N480 and N720 peri 
in lieu Contract appointees would be entitled to contract addit 
their basic salary payable monthly with salary and contract g 
payable at the end of each tour

BARBER LINES
EASTBOUND — TEXAS due Tema 
Apr. 21. then Abidjan. TAMPA due 
Freetown Apr. 21, then Monrovia, 
Abidjan. Tema. Apapa and Douai- 
WESTBOUND - TEXAS loading Alfred Apr. 14. f 
West Africa between Apr. 19 and Apr Lagos May 9, Port --------
26. for Norfolk, Baltimore. Phi la FAR EAST/WA — 
dclphia and New York. TAMPA Yokahama Apr. 10. Hong 
LOADING West Africa between May >6, Singapore Apr 21 Lag
8 and May 14. for Norfolk. Balti- Pori Harcourt May 21
more, Philahelphia and New York ---------------------------------
— MITSUI O.S.K. LINE

WESTBOUND —BRAVE PIONEER 
Kobe Apr. 10, Hong Kong Apr 21. 
Singapore Apr. 21. for Monrovia June 
2. Apapa May 22. Port Harcourt June 8. 
Douala June 15. AFRICA MARU last 

— r-- — ------- ..... 23. Japanese Port Apr. 5. Singapore Apr.
.-ASIA RIVER London Apr. 3. 16. for Abidjan May 9. ApapaLagos
“ORTHBOUND - OFFIN RIVER May 14. HEROINAE sig Japan mid 

 mid April, calling Hong Kong. Keelung.
Singapore for West African ports mid 
 May

— HI 
hiladely

April.
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NOTICES Cont.SITUATIONS VACANT Cont.

NOTICES

IM 
UNILEVER

16 SHARP STREET, MANCHESTER M4 4EB, 
ENGLAND

MAIL ORDER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
TELEPHONE 061-833 9731

ABC WAX & FANCY PRINT
HAYES FIERZ HEADTIES e DRESS FABRICS

INTORICA’ GEORGE
•REG TRADE MARK

Tegro Commercial Agency Ltd., 
io, Ghana. Tel: Tema 2235.

iping 
in port, 

Sierra

GEORGES — 1980 
New arrival 

ROOTS. KUNTAKINTE 
EMPEROR

Also available old stocks at bargain 
prices

SILK old price 
Now £15.75 

OIL BOOM Old price 
Now £14.50

TIGER HEAD OLD PRICE £20 
Now £18

Hundreds ol others to choose Irom 
Write, call or phone lor 

FREE samples and price list

INGO Ltd. 
72 West End Lane 

London NW6 
Tel. (01) 624 9643

GEC Troplcallsed Goods for Export
Air Conditioners Refrigerators Freezers. Washing Machines, Cookers. Televi­
sions and Video. Voltage Stabilisers. Generators Tax Free Exports.

MAYFAIR REFRIGERATION LTD.
Unit 7, Jacay Gallery, 523 Oxford Street, London, W1A 2LB.
Tel. 01-620 1745. Telex. 8851303.

JACKSON BROS ii
Shipping & Transport Co |
2a Hlckllng Rd, Ilford, Essex

Tel: (01) 553 2877. Even s-W/ends (01) 472 3050 
Please note our new address !

Wookly container & conventional services to East & 
West Africa.

, FREE 16 day storage in our own warehouse. No
|| money collected until BUI of Lading is ready Send

your goods with the people who know and care 
about your shipping.

II Agents In Ghana: 1
P.O. Box 896, Tomt

OSCAR
GUARANTEES

The Might) name 
in shipping

Contact us for all jour shipj 
needs to any West Afncar - 
eg Ghana. Nigeria, 

Leone, etc
We also arrange container 

services at moderate prices 
Cheap Air Flights 

all year round.
Cargo Air Freight 
from 85p per kilo.

Contact us at Oscar House 
410 Evelyn Street 
London SE8 
01-691 6319

Plantations Pamol Du Cameroun Ltd.
Engineer for Road, 

River Transport
& Ancillary Services. 
The above company, a subsidiary of Unilever Limited, invites applica­
tions from suitably qualified Cameroonian engineers for a position at 
the N'Dian Palm Oil Estate in the South West Province of the United 
Republic of Cameroun
The successful applicant will be required to supervise the maintenance 
and repairs to the road and river transport and his other duties may 
include responsibility for the maintenance and repairs of the pro­
cessing machinery ana power plant installed in the oil palm processing 
factory
He must have several years experience of automobile and diesel 
engine repairs and maintenance and should be m possession of an 
HND or equivalent technical qualification A working knowledge of 
French would be an advantage
This position could offer to the right candidate reasonable prospects of 
advancement to a more senior position in the Companyls Management 
Structure
Conditions of service include furnished accommodation, limited free 
medical facilities and free electricity An attractive salary will be paid 
with one months leave per year
Applicants should write giving fun personal particulars to either of the 

fo lowmg addresses and applications must be 
received before the 31st May, 1980
Personnel Manager. Plantations Pamoi du 
Cameroun Ltd. B P 5489. Akwa. Douaia, 
United Republic of Cameroon

Plantations Group, Unilever Limited. PO 
Box 194. Kildare House. 15/16 Dorset Rise. 
London EC4P4DY

SHIPPING A CAR?
Our service includes FREE COLLECTION FREE STORAGE and LOWEST RATES to any 

West African destination

HOUSEHOLD and PERSONAL EFFECTS
FREE ESTIMATES in your home. FREE TEA CHESTS, and PACKING. CRATING & 

BANDING on OUR OWN PREMISES
Vlilt ui any lime during office hours

or telephone 01-622 1243 (5 llnai)
Contact

A. & G. Rochford Ltd.,
L0W00D GARAGE, 12 Kings Avenue,<52^.U ■
LONDON SWA BBQ. Telex: 8951677 gjt////Z

J.T.W. WAREHOUSING LIMITED 
(INC. PURFLEET PACKING CO.) 
(100,000 sq. ft. Storage Space)

CARDINHOUSE (IMPORT & EXPORT) LTD.
OFFER SECURE STORAGE. PACKING. AIR AND SEA 
FREIGHT SERVICES TO EAST. WEST AND CENTRAL 

AFRICA.

ESTIMATES GIVEN FREE

Unit 1, Magnet Works, London Road, GRAYS, Essex 
Tel: Grays Thurrock (0375) 32201/4 Telex: 995402
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Cars 
Codec

9 am—6 pm

MEN 
RICES

) and all

!

NOTICES Cont.

f.f.A.(Shfpping)HMITtO

WITH

GRURDIG __
TROPICALISED TELEVISIONS

PO Box 381.
Manchester M60 2AX

Thursday 
Sunday

9 am—1 pm
9 am—2 pm

CASH AND CAR’

TROPICALISED
COLOUR TVs

Smith s Electronics 
43 Park Parade 
London NW10

West Thurrock I 
— From London

GOLD GOLD GOLD 
We stock 18ct gold jewellery

D & LEE TEXTILES LTD 
265 KINGSLAND ROAD London E2 Tel 01-739 6069

Grundig 
£195 

, Grun-1—

Spare parts and
cassettes
VIDEO
RECORDER VHS
Tax and Duty free at

MAIDA VALE ELECTRONICS
169A MALVERN ROAD, N.W.6. Tel. 01-328 2901

WORLDWIDE with

21-31 Woodfield PIW 
I (Oil Harrow RoaJl 
1 London W9 
1 Tel. 01-289 1121

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Friday

Also at LIVERPOOL and LONDON HEATHROW AIRPORT 
Unit B5 Motherwell Way West Thurrock Grays. Essex RM16 1XD 
Tei Purtleel (04026)4911 — From London 792 4911 Tele* 6951531

26" touch control.
and Normende 

26" remote control. Grundig 
£250 and Normende £275

,'ancec(dabrib.
High Quality 

Write or telephone for sarrC 

Jacquard. Satin. Damai
Headties 

Latest designs tn 
Superfine and Silk Geon

Laces Printed Wool 
Fem Cloth etc 

Tel 061-834 9068 Export enquiries welcome

Can be used in the UK 
as well as export 

Tel 01-961 3997/965 1230 
Trade enqumes welcome

WORLD-WIDE SHIPPING 
by Sea and Air Freight

ALL TYPES OF CARGO at COMPETITIVE RATES
Trucks. Personai'Household effects and General Cargo 

sction from anywhere in United Kingdom mainland — Packing on 
our own premises — Shipment by Roll on off conventional or 

Container vessels

-SONY' NATIONAL' JVC i 
TroDCi.se! TVs. Vdea HJ

CHRIST1ANSB0RI 
ENTERPRISES

• Cheap Airfreight Cargo t 
destination m Africa

• Low Air Tickets to any fat’

• Shippers o' House’,o4 t 
Vehdes & General Ca^

• We can arrange for «NC> 
goods from nome tt 
purchase

• Manufacturers Represents 
capital & consumer gaea1 
your order & we » 
pro-forma invoice By nt."

Call at 2ed Floe'.
107 Bethnal Green Road. Brtt-af 

London E2 70G or phose tl *3*

[aocKge>niia/s|
We offer you this comprehensive service 
Storage, packing and box-making m our 16000 sq ft 
West London warehouse.

Groupage and redistribution anywhere m the UK 

Shipping & Forwarding world wide using express 
container lines, roll-on roll-off or individual crates 

Airfreight by charter or scheduled aircraft - 
pre-ciearance or destination clearance
Ancillary services include free quotations, full 
insurance and complete back-up facilities
Airline passenger tickets world-wide - real economy rates

WELCOME TO

Noddies 

® f, AfCStauMM
241 OLD BROMPTON ROAD 

LONDON S.W.5.

Tel: 01-373 8217
Lunch 12 noon to 3 pm 
Dinner 6 pm to midnight

WEST AFRICAN FOODS 

Proonotor O Forster Jones

LONDON’S LARGEST CASH AND CARRY
Specialising in all famous brands of 

JEANS AND CASUAL WEAR FOR LADIES MEN 
AND CHILDREN AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Strictly Wholesale and Export 
(shipping arranged for Overseas Customers) 

AMPLE CAR PARK
OPEN 9 am—6 pm Monday to Friday Sunday 9 am—2p’

AFRO-AMERICAN HA1F 
CARE

and BODY COSMETIC 

all at wholesale prices 
EXPORTENQ ttELCOVE 
BROCHURE AVAIUSlE 

BARRY MERO LTD.
36 Brixton Road, SWT 

01-582 4755

v t

JUST ARRIVED
6 tone DAMASK Alade 2222 with six crowns 

Head Holland Prints Guinea Brocade Laces and Headties

OPENING HOURS

EJISUMAN NATIONAL! 
arc mvitcd to a mee'-gc" 

EJISUMAN KUO (Orttw 
Non-Political 

Sunday. April 27th 2 3!r 
Location 8 LeighfieldHcva 

Woodberry Down. Manor H:.»

Phone 732 16461MI7T

African Shop — WAX, WAX, WAX — African Cloth
Original Wax Print limited quantity. Java. Super Fine Georges. Laces and ^Fashion^Je^wellery.

TroDCi.se
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For a regular

CONTAINER
service to

SHIPPING

> Wolsey 
England

CARS FOR SALENOTICES Cont.

I HOLIDAYS

fcQHOLTDAYS DIAL-A-FLIGHT
3131aHM7St1reet

MSSuy 31L3,,nHd”nSE17

EbUCATIONAL EDUCATIONALI

1,000 TRUCK TRACTORS
FOR SALE

BUY DIRECT 
FROM LONDON 

at special export prices

free 
n MA 
Ixford

AB/SEX
100 CARS 
IN STOCK

YEARS — 1976-1977-1978, 
FORD, GMC, WHITE 

Conventionals & CABOVERS
Cummins & Detroit diesel engines, 

Tandems & single axles
Contact: Jerome Herman, President

ARROW TRUCK SALES
3200 Trafficway 

Kansas City, MO 64129 
Tele: 816-923-5000. USA

IF YOU HAVE ANY 
DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING 

YOUR COPY OF 
WBT AFRICA

Please write to the Publisher in London 
WEST AFRICA PUBLISHING CO. LTD., 

BATH HOUSE, 
53 HOLBORN VIADUCT, LONDON EC1A 2FD.

The specialists in household 
effects.

i Lagos and for all 
of your

surest way 
'-■lion is

J Oxford 
je With a 
u get the 
qualified 

jrantee of 
. .f required 
'-•>mination 

easy 
nt by 
<urses 

RSA

•sties

LADIES UNDERWEAR
Brand name bras, panti girdles, 
cotton bnefs. half slips, padded 
■ong Imo fancy bikinis and many 
other lines all at wholesale 

prices
A. F Webb, 608 Sldcup Road 

Elthim, London SEB 3AN 
Tel 01-857 1 639

£1 40 buys 
single coIl . 
pages There is;
20 words) for Hr

Tel: 01-437-8360 (24 houre). 
01-437 8391

AIRLINE COURSES AN DHOT EL 
MANAGEMENT Business 
studio* typing and telex Free 
prospectus Belair Adult Educa­
tion Centre 10 Denmark Street 
London WC2 Tel 01-836 1316 
Telex 27775

EASTERN AGENCIES 
& SALES CO

10 Dryden Chambers. 
119 Oxford Street.
London W1R 1 PA

rs one line (approx, four words) and £4 50 buys one 
jlumn centimetre in WEST AFRICA S Classified 

; a minimum charge of £7 00 (five lines, approx 
ineage advertisments.

Home Stut 
you succt 
Cert , RS> 
qualificatK 
Banking 
agement fv 
Stores Supt 
etc For 
specialised cour 
free copy of YOI 
your nearest C; 
quoting Dept

• Box 7926
• Box 37C

>o West Africa contact 
OVERSEAS CARRIERS LTD . 
Armoury Way. LondonSW18 
Phone 01-874 3366

BLACK 
COSMETICS 

and hair preparations
LONDON S LARGEST SUPPLIERS 
PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME

Dyke S. Dryden Ltd 
Unit 1. 10 SI Loys Road 

TOTTENHAM. LONDON N17 
otl Tottenham High Road. Nr Bruce

TEL 01-808 7611 - 01-808 7624

JKTsl^SSrH^OROAO. -

15 Mtns Oxford Circus

EXPORT CARS
115a Glenthorne Road, London W 6 

Tel: (01) 741 0364 Telex: Autoex 935 893 G

Wholeaalo Only
Afro Wigs. Yak Wigs Yak Hair 
Skm Top Wigs Squiggles. Plaits 
Moppots Freedom Popcorn 
Cosmetics Shirts. Tights. Swiss 
Watches Dutch Wax Prints Plain 
and Embroidered Georges (Oil 
Boom Zig-Zag Horse. Star) Also 

industrial Weid-ng Rods etc
Send for price usl and brochure 
W e also look for Agents 
everywhere Best terms

YOUR WEDDING
COMPLETE COVERAGE AT 
THE CHURCH & RECEPTION 

Choce o' sen ce
1 PHOTOGRAPHED 

(Wedding albums supplied)
2. FILMED - IN COLOUR
3. RECORDED ON TAPE

W'-ie o* telephone now

JULIAN L. BROWN
3 OCTAVIA STREET. 

LONDON. S W 11 
Telephone 01-228 9190

FULL TIME EDUCATION 
IN LONDON

North London 
Tuition Centre

Futi-time courses on QCE' O' and"A Levels1 
Science and Socai scence Mains and Com-1 
puling (one-yew - live-term and revision) i
Professional Quantisations (ABE IAS ACA 

Maike’ -g anj LCCu
Secretarial and English Courses (RSA LCC< , 

Pitman and Cambridge c<a nnutonsi
Apdu now <or June and September 1980 

Send ’or Prospectus The Registrar 
7 Westbury Avenue. London. N22 
Tel 01-888 7411/2

your 
of tees

ients Lessons 
i air service 
3 GCE WAGCE 

inq Admin I 
ICSA Stat.j

_ w Theology Languages 
and Business Write for free 
Prospectus to W Milligan 
Dept PG6 Wolsey Hall. Ox*-'"4 
OX2 6PR.f

FIRST stop to SUCCESS is a 
qualification and the s 
of getting a qualdicatK 
through Wolsey Hail theC 
Correspondence College 
Wdsey Hau course you 
personal attention of a q 
tutor and a guaran 
free additional tuition if r 
to pass your examine 
Option of tees by e 
.nstaiments Lessons sent 
special air service Cour 
include __
lCC Bankir 
agement 
Teaching

A RAPID RESULTS 
COLLEGE

udy Course can give 
:ess in GCE. School 

RSA or a Professional 
ion in Accountancy. 

Book-keeping. Man- 
Marketing. Selling, 
jervision. Transport 

details of our 
irses. write for a 
DUR CAREER to 
Careers Adviser.

. t NR4
26. Lagos Nigeria 
703. Accra Ghana

THE RAPID 
RESULTS COLLEGE 

Dept NR4, Tuition House. 
London SW19 4DS
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WESTdR'C
To be completed by student To be completed by school^college

This is to certify that
Name

Address

Address

to cover
£ .

Money Order  for  6 months
S

Postal Order  1 year

Surface Airmail Surface Airmal

£3200
£17.00

£22.00
£11 50

A SPECIAL OFFER
FOR BONA-FIDE STUDENTS

SUBSCRIPTION RATES (inclusive of postage) DEDUCT 10% FROM THESE PRICES

£22.00
£11 50

£18 00
£9 50

£35.00
£19.00

Signed
Position in establishment

(Name of student in block letters) 
is m full-time education at
Name of Education Establishment

UNITED KINGDOM
52 weeks —
26 weeks —

Weekly magazine
is available to you wherever you are 

on subscription LESS 10% STUDENT DISCOUNT 
Complete this form and send the whole page to: 

WEST AFRICA PUBLISHING CO. LTD.
53 HOLBORN VIADUCT, LONDON EC1A 2FD, ENGLAND

AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST
52 weeks —
26 weeks —

OTHER COUNTRIES (not specified)
52 weeks — £22.00
26 weeks — £11.50

USA, CANADA AND SOUTH AMERICA
52 weeks — USS45.00
26 weeks — US$25 00

AUSTRALASIA, JAPAN AND FAR EAST 
52 weeks — £22.00
26 weeks — £1150

US$65 00 
US$3500

£27 00
£14.00

£32.00
£17 00

(Block letters please)

ion to WEST AFRICA 
-ice payable to WEST 

....w wv. uTD is enclosed

EUROPE (including Eire)
52 weeks —
26 weeks —

Please commence my subscripts 
as soon as possible My remittanc 
AFRICA PUBLISHING CO. LTD i

Cheque 
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Transitional

GHANA

that

EDUCATIONAL

CARS FOR SALE

NOTICES

POLITICAL 
CONVOCATION

POLITICAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT

FLYING TO 
WEST 

AFRICA?

also
the

I

Dateline 
AFRICA

Bisi Olnniyan 
Publicly Scc'oltvy

rest", 

to rind 
how he

The Unity Party ol Nigeria. UK Branch 
(Leeds Unit), invites the general public sffi'assrss'/i
CHAPLAINCY from 2 00 pm to 6 00 pm

Dispute over appeal 
against AFRC sentence

^IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIJE 
! LEFT-HAND DRIVE CARS | 
SSpecabsts in Fino Quality Cars at Bai-z 
sgam Prices Z
- Push to the nearest Phono and R-ngZ
=Mr George at 01 531 2573 or 01-508 Z 
-602 9 o' can >n and see us at 61 Cecils 
eRoad, E17 =
S Wo wll bo pleased to collect you= 
Efrom Blackhorsc Road Station z
- 7 days pc' wook z
aiiiiiiiiiiiiiimimimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin:

Attorney-! 
immediate 
60 rope 
authorit 
appropr 
mcnt sets 
enquiry, ti 
Tribunal ’

Generous donations wli be thankfully

Come One Como Au

WEST AFRICA
magazine 
is available to 
passengers on 
Nigeria Airways 
Ghana Airways 

Swissair 
British Caledonian 
Ethiopian Airways

There has been some con­
troversy over the Special Tribunal 

setting aside adverse 
against Mr. E. K. Owusu 
t week's issue). It began 

by Mr. Francis 
Accra barrister 

fated the affairs of 
>rs, to the effect that 

:tal Tribunal had no 
jn to review the findings 

igative committee" 
AFRC Decree 24

SANDRA SECRETARIAL 
COLLEGE 

LEARN SECRETARIAL 
SKILLS EASILY

Mr. Amartcifio said his report 
never formed the basts for the trial 
m absentia of Mr. Owusu because 
he submitted his report after Mr 
Owusu had been convicted. He 
added that it was also true that 
Kowus sold Saurcr trucks about 
the Prices and Incomes Board- 
approved figure, reported the 
Daih Graphic, The Ghanaian 
I nne> said Mr Amarteifio had 
found the Special Tribunal's ruling 
to be in direct contradiction of 
Section 15 (2) of (he Transitional 
Provisions and AFRCD 23 
Subsection 3(i) and (ii).

ONE YEAR DIPLOMA COURSE 
Ruionible fen. bejlnnen welcome

Shorthand, typing speed develop­
ment. 'olrcshor audio, office skills 
English. MEDICAL SHORTHAND' 
TYPING Day. evening and Saturday 

courses
RS A. LCC PITMAN EXAMS

Suffolk House 1'8 Whitfield 
Place. Whitfield Street London 

W1P5SF 01-388 2290/9206

ruling s 
findings a 
(sec last 
with a statement 
Amartcifio, the 
who investigat 
Kowus Motors, 
the Speci 
junsdictior 
of his “investij 
because under____
its jurisdiction only covered 
committees of inquiry. Mr. 
Amarteifio said evidence in his 
report was largely based on 
documents received from the 
Commissioner for Taxes, Ministry 
of Trade and Tourism, and the 
Special Branch He asserted that 
Mr. Owusu evaded tax to the tunc 
of C28m., that it was a matter of 
public record and not suspicion, 
and that the assessment was kept at 
the Central Revenue Department. 
"Indeed the existence of the 
accounts which formed the basis of 
the computation of Mr. Owusu's 
tax liability was not known to the 
tax authorities, so he could not 
have paid tax on it. If any tax was 
paid it must have been after my 
report", he said.

One wonders 
ipened since the 21st of 
1 to cause. |Mr. Justice 
to change his mind and to 
dings and orders which arc 
llegal under sections 15

H.ght.gbls of the day include
1) Launching of the 'Uniprojocl

2) Talks by throe speakers on
Women in Politics, by Ms J M Hart

S'udents Role m a Developing Nahon 
by Mr Ado Oiad-mep President ol 
NNU. UK

Socialism m Nigeria, by Mr M 
Abiona Owoiab'. Leeds

-General to lake
: steps to have AFRCD 

aealed by the appropriate 
ity, and to see to it that the 
mate authority in Govem- 
~ls up a new committee of 

then in the lattcrca.se the
I was making "an illegal 

order when viewed in the light of 
the provisions of Article 196 of the 
Constitution." The order to "sec to 
it that a certain law is repealed is 
equally an illegal order under 
Clause 2 of Article 75 of the 
Constitution which confers the 
legislative power on a Parliament 
in which the Attorney-General has 
neither a set or a vote."

As to how the Tribunal came to 
find null and void the takeover of 
Kowus Motors and other com­
panies, Mr. Reindorf suggested 
that perhaps the Tribunal "omitted 
m the heat of theircrusadingzeal to 
read the text of AFRCD 60 which 
clearly states in iLsvcry first section 
that that Decree shall take effect 
notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary". The Attorney-General 
then referred to a letter of 
February 21 from the Tribunal 
Chairman, Mr Justice 1 K. Abban. 
to the Minister of the Interior 
(copied to Mr. Reindorf) in which 
the Chairman himself found that 
the Special Tribunal had no 
jurisdiction in view of section 15. 
and 16 of the Transitional 
Provisions . ." to interfere with 
certain cases already dealt with by 
the AFRC. Sections 15 and 16. 
said Mr. Reindorf, “briefly, forbid 
the challenge in any court of any 
executive, legislative or judicial 
action taken by the AFRC and also 
forbid the reversal of any 
confiscation of property or other 
penalty imposed by the AFRC".

"It would be of some intern 
continued Mr. Rcindorf." 
out from the learned Judge 
distinguishes the conviction of Mr. 
E. K. Owusu and the confiscation 
of his property from the case of the 
petitioners whose prayer he 
refused to consider. AFRCD 23 
does give the Special Tribunal 
power to review advene findings 
but it does not give (he Tribunal 
power to reverse confiscations and 
other penalties .
what hap[ 
February 
Abban) tc 
makcfindir 
clearly illi

That same day, both newspapers 
reported that Mr Joe Reindorf, 
the Attorney-General and Minis­
ter of Justice, was considering 
taking action in the appropriate 
court to set aside and nullify the 
'illegal and future orders by the 

Special Tribunal .. in other 
words, orders that cannot be 
enforced against the person who is 
ordered" Basing Ins statement on 
the reports of the previous day's 
two national newspapers. Mr. Joe 
Reindorf said if the Special 
Tribunal had indeed ordered the

and 16 of the
Provisions . .."

Four days later, both the 
Graphic and Ghanaian Times led 
on their front page with the Special 
Tribunal’s rejoinders to Mr. 
Amarteifio and to the Attorney- 
General On Mr. Amarteitio, the 
Tribunal said it saw "no difference 
between ‘a committee of enquiry' 
and the so-called 'investigative 
committee" which Mr. Amarteifio 
says he headed". The Tribunal felt 
the distinction Mr. Amartcifio 
sought to make was unreal, and 
obviously intended to confuse the 
public about the status of his 
committee. It maintained its 
jurisdiction to review Mr Amar- 
teifio’s committee of enquiry under 
Section 3(C) and 3(I)(C) and 3(2) 
of AFRCD 23.

The Special Tribunal said the 
AFRC appointed a two-man 
committee to go into the affairs of 
Kowus Motors, and for reasons 
unexplained in his report, Mr. 
Amartcifio pushed aside the other 
member of the committee. With 
regard to the clear directions of the 
AF RC as to the membership of the 
committee, the proceedings of the 
Amartcifio Committee were a 
"nullity", said the Tribunal's 
statement while nevertheless offer­
ing to examine Mr. Amarteifio's 
report on the basis that it was 
properly constituted. The Tribunal 
added that it had the text of an 
AFRC press release of September 
19 last year in which the AFRC 
accepted the "two-man committee 
which probed the affairs of Kowus 
Motors Ltd." The release went on 
to declare the penalties the AFRC 
imposed on Mr. E. K. Owusu and 
Kowus Motors Ltd following Mr. 
Amarteifio's two-man committee 
report. On Mr Amarteifio's 
allegations of tax evasion by Mr 
Owusu and sales of Saurer Trucks 
above the controlled price, the 
Tribunal said there was abundant 
evidence to disprove those 
allegations. It wished to point out 
that Mr. Owusu was "tried in 
absentia on the basis of the reports 
which Mr Amarteifio submitted to 
the AFRC before Mr. Owusu's 
trial and that (he basis of the trial 
was the unproved allegations 
which Mr. Amarteifio made in his 
reports against Mr E. K Owusu 
and Kowus Motors Ltd."

The Special Tribunal 
expressed surprise 
Attorney-General "should 
attempt to comment comprehen­
sively on a ruling of the Special 
Tribunal when on his own 
admission he has 'not yet seen a 
copy of the judgement alleged by 
the two papers to have been given 
by the Special Tribunal'and admits 
that he is therefore 'not in a 
position to say how true or accurate 
those reports are' ". The Tribunal 
rejected the Attorney-General's 
view that its orders were "illegal" 
and ' futile".

On Mr. Reindorfs reference to 
Mr Justice Abban's February 21 
letter, the Tribunal said he had 
"omitted in the press statement to 
refer to the fact that the

lattcrca.se
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NIGERIA
Shagari appoii 
security advise

President Shchu Ship 
sworn in Dr Bukar Shuaibu 
Presidential Adviser on % 
Sccunty

Dr Shuaibu was. until! 
appointment. Nigeria's A 
sador to Rome He has#: 
permanent secretary in theF 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
country's representative ; 
Food and zXgncultural On 
tion (F/XO) in Rome

Water agreeme 
with Sudan

Nigeria and Sudan have 
to share their expertise and 
tial in the field of water res

Sudan will help Nigeria 
design, construction, ope 
and management of irngaW 
jccts for agricultural purpe 
will also help to train Niger 
all aspects of irngation tech

Bar on WAEC 
exams reverse:

The Federal Gove nunc 
reversed the defunct N 
Government's decisionbarr 
West African Examination 
cil (WAEC) from conduct^ 
public examinations in there 
The examinations 
National Common 
Examinations. The 
Grade Two Examinations 
Technical Drawing Examir- 
The decision to bar WAE< 
taken after recommendatic 
the Justice Sogbetun Inquir 
Examination leakages in H

Meanwhile hundreds of f 
candidates for this year’s G 
Certificate of Educational 
able to sit for the exams 
come in November'Deo 
because of W A EC’s decision 
accept money orders. WAE

between some former CPI 
and the Achcampong reg 
any case. Mr. Adu is ho 
suggesting that the PNP« 
ment should have the olh- 
performing any invesl 
seven months after the h- 
last year and two monlhs 
the anniversary of June 
what of the obvious flaw” 

omey-Gcneral's stater 
Special Tribunal's r 
g? Merely another - 
iing into print”, orcoa 

. ... line with feeding the 
sroar and confusion” mr 
: the Gniplut ? After alL 

centre of all this ai 
Transitional Provisions 
Constitution, and the ccr 
significance attxhed tolhi 
4 Revolution”. Does Pr 
Limann’s party and gor 
want to uphold thespmtu 
of the Constitution’’ Yes.i 
. . . un/cv ii < <>rn\i'linden

morality and is it possible to 
discount the June 4 atmosph 
the present ev aluation of the < 
We believe that the reqi 
Special Tribunal that I 
probed should be taken seriously 
by government to settle the many 
questions that have been raised in 
this debate . . Or might it be that 
all non-legal minds are supposed to 
sit by and let the lawy ers sort it out 
between themselves. Is justice 
really only a matter of the law?”

It could be said of this editorial 
that it only asks the questions it 
does not intend to answer, and 
similarly answers those it does not 
ask. If there is a feeling in some 
quarters that there was a gratuitous 
"below-the-belt" reference to Mr. 
Ken Acquah in the Gniphu 
"revelations" above as a person 
"among those given by Captain 
Boakye Djan to be probed 
alongside AFRC members", it 
must be said in fairness to the 
Graphs that exactly one week 
before, it published a long open 
letter to Captain Boakye Djan 
from Mr. Kwasi Adu. The said Mr. 
Adu is a member of the June 4 
Movement, and of the Confiscated 
.Assets Committee He wrote in 
response to an allegation made by 
Capt. Boakyc Djan dunng a GBC 
television programme in March 
that certain people who were 
members of the June 4 Mov ement 
and of the Confiscated Assets 
Committee had opposed the 
AFRC spokesman’s call for a 
probe of AFRC activities because 
they had “something to hide"

Mr Adu. who felt personally 
implicated by Capt. Boaky c Djan’s 
allegation, wrote that the June 4 
Movement had opposed thccall for 
a probe of "the facts of AFRC 
rule”, and not the call for a probe 
into allegations of corruption by 
certain individual AFRC members 
and those close associates. Mr. 
Adu said "those of us who know' a 
little about your prc-Junc 4 
activities will not fail to recall how 
steadfastly you championed the 
cause for Unigov Remember that 
in 1977 I was the National 
Secretary of NUGS and you were 
than a Captain in Military 
Intelligence I have not 
forgotten how closely you tracked 
me to frustrate NUGS’ fight 
against Unigov You have not 
forgotten, have you. that you were 
Military Intelligence Officer 

ding) responsible for surveillance on
imis- student leaders ...” The former

NUGS national secretary said of 
Capt Boakye Djan that "you were 
a ’Spokesman w ho did not speak 
during the crucial moments but 
now that the dust is settled you 
have become an orator. I would 
rather with the greatest respect to 
you. invite you to call on the 
Government toset up a Committee 
comprising other ranks to investig- 
age the two of us."

And what of the Government in 
spare all this’’ Thecall by theG/«/>/i/< for 

it they the Government to probe Kowus 
might cause some embarrassment 

.since there are longstanding 
allegations about the affinity

confiscation of property or other 
penalty’ imposed by the AFRC 
refers to the confiscation of 
property or other penalty imposed 
by the AFRC after a person had 
been tried under AFRCD 3. The 
Attorney-General also omitted to 
refer to paragraph 8 of Justice 
Abban's letter which clearly 
indicates the position might be 
different incases where the Special 
Tribunal is exercising its powers of 
review under section 6 of AFRCD 
23. Part of paragraph 8 of Justice 
Abban's letter states- ‘Further­
more as you are aware, the matters 
arising raised in the petitions 
herein are am matters arising out 
of the reports of committees of 
enquiry referred to in Section 3(2) 
of in AFRCD 23' ".

"It is unfortunate", continued 
the Tribunal's statement, "tl 
Attorney-General should 
the wrong impression in the public 
mind by omitting to refer 
paragraph in Justice Abban's 
letter, because, clearly, the 
position of Mr. E. K. Owusu is 
different from those of others tried 
by the AFRC on charges which did 
not arise from adverse findings of 
committees of enquiry reports."

The Tribunal suggested that if 
the Attorney-General had “cared 
to wait for a copy of the Tribunal's 
ruling before pronouncing on the 
alleged illegality of the orders 
made by the Tribunal, he would no 
doubt have come to a different 
conclusion'; about the Tribunal's 
powers. The Tribunal then 
declared "its commitment to do 
justice without fear or favour to 
persons against whom adverse 
findings have been made by 
committees of enquiry whose 
reports have been submitted to the 
AFRC. Consistent with this duty, 
the Special Tribunal w ill do all in its 
power to ensure that irrespective of 
their social standing, victims of 
unjustified reports of committees 
of enquiry do not suffer. The 
Special Tribunal will therefore, in 
appropriate cases, after reviewing 
adverse findings . make such ____
consequential orders as may right 
appear to it to be just hav mg regard "Sc
to the circumstances. These orders were 
may or may not be carried out by 
the appropriate Government 
Agency; but that will not stop 
Special Tribunal from dcclar 
that in the circumstances of 
particular case, an injustice has 
been done, and that in the event 
certain consequential orders ought 
to be made".

In that day's Daily Grapim and 
the following issue, the full text of 
the Special Tribunal ruling was 
published. The following day. Mr. 
Amartcifio had his own rejoinder 
published in the Gniplac. The day 
after Gruphn attempts "to 
reconcile what appears to be 
counter claims by the Special 
Tribunal and Mr. Amarteifio have 
further revealed that .. . Mr. 
Amartcifio's partner on the 

committee ..." was Mr Ken 
Acquah. "an economist who is 
listed among those given by 
Captain Boakye Djan. spokesman

r of the AFRC, to be probed
- alongside AFRC members. Major
f Amartcifio who worked for the
1 AFRC during its reign and retired
1 from the Armed Forces recently.
- rebutted this information and
J directed the G niplm to verify from
• Mr. Ken Acquah himself'.
< Unfortunately, the Gniplm- was
: unabletorcachMr Acquah.There
1 followed other"revclations" about
f Mr. Amarteifio. including the fact
5 that he "has submitted various
: petitions to the Special Tribunal to
• set aside improper confiscations
s and penalties imposed by the
’ AFRC
t The editorial in the same issue 
f was called "The Search for 
i Justice". Among other thmp., it 

said: "In terms of big money.
I Kowus represented to the average 
: person the most danng action 
! taken by the AFRC in bnnging to 

book what had hitherto been
> regarded as an untouchable And 
, sight should not be lost of the fact 

that Kowus had already gained 
; some measure of notoriety in the 
I avenge person’s mind with the 

headlines about the iron rods and 
w hat was w idely belicv cd to hav e 
been unfair advantages granted to 
Kowus, compliments of the then 
Head of State, late Mr. Acheam- 
pong, and the big import licences 
granted Kowus when many other 
companies were being starved of 
licences.

"What did it matter if these 
allegations and many more had not 
been proved, the fact remained 
that thecompany had in the eyes of 
many people a rather unsavoury 
reputation . the AFRC had 
come to the rescue in a matter 
which if left to conventional 
methods would not be resolved to 
the satisfaction of the average 
person. The problem arises from 
the methods that were adopted 
the dangers involved in the secret 
and improper methods being used 

. all m the hope that after the 
events, arguments about improper 
methods would not be used to 
rev ersc w hat might very well be the

' t decisions.
So patently unjust and unfair 

were some of the methods that 
were used in the AFRCsquest for 
justice and fairness that some of 
their decisions are being reversed 
and this is causing public uproar 
and confusion.

"The explanation that was g> 
|m the Special Tribunal nil 
about w hy Kowus agency ■ 
sion pay ments were bcinf 
an account m Germany ; 
being repatriated to Gh: 
hardly hold much water with the 
ordinary person . . The question 
is. does it matter to what use the 
money was being put, did the law 
not require that such commissions 
be repatriated to Ghana? What 
w ould have happened if the textile 
factories, the gold mines, the 
timber companies all kept their 
earnings abroad to buy the • 
parts and new machinery that 
all undoubtedly need’*

"... In the search for justice, is 
the emphasis on the law or on
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NIOKm 
expenditure and 
capital expen ‘ ‘ 
financial year 
expenditure is neti 
than the expected 
the year.

National 
championships

The 34th All-Nigena Senior 
Athletic Open Championships will 
be held in Lagos from Thursday 
April 24 to Saturday ?\pnl 26

The competition will be held in 
the Mam Bowl of the National 
Stadium, Surulcre

first
:lc manufacturer 

eria, has announced the 
ion of Mr Oluwole Smith 
! position of personel

funds are as 
• 41 9 per 
1 per cent, 
■clopment.

Leyland 
promotion

Leyland Nigeria, 
commercial vchicli 
in Niger 
promolio 
to the 
executive.

Aged 38, 
Leyland Nigeria two y 
has been responsn 
recruitment and trami 
staff now working in

Hangars for 
Kano and Lagos

I President Shehu Shagan has 
I announced the construction of two 
imodern hangars, one in Lagos and 
(the other in Kano, for the 
I maintenance of aircraft of all sizes, 
(including DC 10 and Boeing 747.
1 In an address to this year's 
general meeting of the African 
Airlines (AFRAA) in Lagos. 
President Shagari observed that 
most African airlines still serviced 
their aircraft at various mainte­
nance bases outside the continent, 
this practice, he said, should be 
reduced considerably if it could not 
he eliminated

Sokoto
The State Government has 

directed that at least 10 per cent of 
all students being admitted into 
secondary schools in the state must 
come from other parts of the coun­
try The Governor. Alhaji 
Mohammed Kangiwa. said that his 
government believes that it is in the 
interest of the children in Sokoto 
State that they be allowed to mix 
with other Nigerians.

Niger
The Niger State Government, in 

a move to boost agricultural pro­
duction. has allocated N2 4m to be 
gisenout as loans to farmers during 
this planting season The State 
Commissioner for Rural 
Development and Co-operatives. 
Alhaji Ibrahim Usman, said the 
granting of the loans will be earned 
out by the state's Credit Scheme 
Unit which is attached to the Minis­
try of Rural Development

Kano
A N357m contract for the 

construction of Challawa Gorge 
Dam in Kano State has been signed 
between the Hadejia-Jama're 
River Basin Development Author­
ity and the Kano State Water 
Resources and Engineering < 
struction Agency. The dam is 
expected to be completed within 
30 months

The chairman of the 
committee of the authority. 
Bawa Bulkachuwa. said the 
which will have acapacity i 
cubic metres, will 
electricity, produce fisl 
im—■ 
prodi 
of H;

his government would impose a 
very tight control on the recurrent 
expenditure habits, concentrate on 
improving the state's internal 
revenue and avoid wasteful spend­
ing in the execution of capital pro­
jects

Freight Company 
to recover debts

The National Freight Company 
has been directed to recover at 
least 60 per cent of the N3 5m 
owed to it by Federal Government 

, institutions within three months 
The Minister of State in the Fed­
eral Ministry of Transport. Malam 
Garba Wushishi, said the company 
would not now be lacing financial 
difficulties if it had been efficient in 
collecting its debts. I le warned that 
be would deal “ ruthlessly" with the 
management if the company failed 
lo recover the debt within the 

i 'pccificd time

Oyo
Governor Bola Ige I 

ted a N221 9m. budget. ‘ 
which will come from stall 
allocation from the FcdcVal < 
ernment. while the rest would be 
generated internally.

The allocation of i 
follows: education - 
cent, health — 14 12 
integrated rural devi 
which includes agriculture, water 
supply, road development and 
electricity supply — 24 84 per 
cent. 19 14 per cent for other ser­
vices. including administration, the 
legislature and the judiciary

Ukot. who comes from 
Ibeno in Eket local government 
area, was Attorney General and 
Commissioner for Justice of the 
then South Eastern State until 
1975

Imo
The State Government proposes 

to spend N722.ini in current 
financial year. N246 6m of the 
sum is for recurrent expenditure 
and N475.5m. is for capital 
expenditure

The expenditure is c 
be funded from rev ent 
N 552.5m . the proposals therefore 
show a deficit of N 169.6m

The budget which was described 
by Governor Sam Mbakwe as 
development onented. included 
the following highlights introduc­
tion of education rates of N20 a 
year for male adults and N 10 for 
females, the completion of a 
N3 2m Specialist Hospital at Aba. 
granting of vehicle advances 
payment of basic car allowances to 
civil servants.

Benue
The State Government plans to 

spend NI08m on recurrent 
' NI79m on 

mditure in the present 
ar. The total budgeted 

early N37m. more 
:d revenue during

Borno
The government proposes to 

spend the sum of N265 Im in the 
current financial year. N177 9m. is 
for capital expenditure and 
N87 2m is for recurrent expendi­
ture

In the proposals described by 
Governor Mohammed Gom as 
Budget of Hope and Aspiration' 

education got . the highest alloca­
tion of N75.7m. The sum of 
N 16.5m. is budgeted for the 
provision of water, at least two 
boreholes are expected to be 
drilled each week of (he financial 
year

The Governor also announced 
the establishment of two new 
ministries, the Ministry of Home 
Affairs and Information and the 
Ministry of Establishment and 
Service Matters

'X 21 April 1980

...........
»ti it was forced to take this action 
M because it had N2.9m worth of 

orders which the Posts and 
ry Telecommunications (P&T) has 
Itj not converted into money

7 JAMB
i dissolution bill

A Government Bill seeking the 
* disolution of the Joint Matncula-

Hon Board (JAMB) has been pub- 
ished

“ The Bill which also wants to 
**> repeal the JAMB Decree for 1978.

specifies that each university shall, 
t with effect from the day the Bill 
1 receives the president's assent, be 

cj responsible for the general control 
■i and the conduct of matriculation 
4 examination for the admissions of 

its candidates.

a Tax periods
The government has announced 

that lax assessment periods will 
now cover January I to December 
31 instead of April 1 to March 31.

The current assessment year 
began on April 1 and ends on 
December 31, but the normal 12 

, month assessment year will be 
, resumed on January 1981.

However the procedure of bas­
ing assessment on the income of 

. previous year still stands. In 
respect of companies, the Federal 
Minister of Finance. Professor 
Sunday Essang. said "for the 

’’ assessment year 1980. the basic 
‘ period will be the period beginning 

from the start of their accounting 
year up to December 1979".

• The State Government 
passed a Bill to control tsetse 
the Dansadau forest in Anka 1 
Government Area Tablin'1 
motion. Alhaji Shefi'uSaliliu. 
the Dansadau Constitue 
the House that the catt 
around the area have started 

up migrating to neighbouring Kaduna 
12 State because of fear of losing th

herds through diseases caused 
tsetse flies, he said such an exoi 
was neither in the interest of t 
state nor the public in general.

Lagos
Lagos State has budgeted more 

than N6l2m for its services in 
1980 This represents an increase 
of 72 per cent over the previous 
year.

According to (he proposals the 
government expects to raise 
NI26m from Pay-As-You-Eam 
(PAYE) income tax. N40m from 
direct tax assessment. N 50m. from 
the proceeds in the Office of the 
Governor and parastatals and 
almost N2m from pools betting 
lee.

The highlight of the j 
was the allocation of N9.1 
education, representing about 35 
per cent of the total recurrent 
expenditure 1 he government also 
plans a rent subsidy of N 15 per 
month to all junior staff from level 
01 to 05

The State Government plans to 
spend a total of N316 6m in the 
1980 fiscal year. Ml34 6m is for 
recurrent expenditure, and 
N182m is for capital expenditure 
The expenditure exceeds the total 
expected revenue by N 150.5m

Education has the largest por­
tion of N32 56m . N2.25m has 
been earmarked for the establish­
ment of a co-operative bank; and 
the government plans to set 
industrial projects in each of the 
local gov ernment areas in the state

Governor Alhaji Atta described 
the state's revenue allocation as 
gloomy and pathetic, he then said

Education tops the list with 
N63 2m.. followed by Agriculture 
vvithN42.7m. Governor ApcrAku 
explained that the next nine 
months arc aimed at laying the 
proper foundation of the ‘Green 
Revolution' in (he state.

Governor Aku also said the 
budget hoped to achieve the 
objective of completing projects 
approved for 1975/80 Third 
Development Plan which, due to 
financial constraints and lack of 
political will were not 
implemented, and laying founda­
tions for the 1981/85 Fourth 
Development Plan aimed at 
maintaining the existing facilities 
and the provision of new 
infrastructure for the rapid social, 
political and economic develop­
ment in the state
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More gifts 
for Summit

Sierra Leone
ing Board (SLPMB) has 
the list of donors to the 

J fund with a contribution of 
50.000. The company recently 

it ofLel 1.5m. for

OAU 
arrangements

The OAU Secretariat 
Freetown is busiF ---------
arrangements for 
Council meeting an 
June and July. It ha 
that free accommodation and

a Stevens of 
is postponed indc- 
rial visit to West

O Mr. S. B. Nicol-Cole. Chairman 
of Barclays Bank, has presented a 
cheque for Lc50,000 towards the 
OAU Fund. Another donation of 
Le 1.000 has been made by Mr. 
Alie Mustapha a Lebanese trader 
of Little East Street.

O The Sierra Leone Fishing 
Company has presented the sum of 
Le25.OOO to the government as 
part of its contribution towards 
hosting the forthcoming OAU 
Summit Conference this year It is 
the first commercial company to 
contribute to the conference

Presenting a cheque to President 
Stevens at State House, the 
out-going chairman of the 
company. Mr. Bob Strasser-King, 
also presented the government 
with another cheque for Le7 5.000 
as its share of the company's profits 
for the year ending 31 December. 
1978.

been suj 
red payment 
over a period of. 
v*nr —->cc pcric

r»..v..ier consignment of 10,000 
tons is due to arnve at the end of 
Mas..A further 10.000 tons mas be 
imported later in theyearif negoti­
ations between the two govern­
ments succeed
• Eighty batteries from the new 
consignment of 207 tractors which 
arnved in Freetown recently from 
Rumania are reported to have 

...... been stolen from the Queen 
jmc......Elizabeth 11 quay
the ® The United Africa Company

(Sierra Leone i Limited has made a 
profit of Le462,000 before tax for 
its financial yearendmgSeptember 
30. 1979 According to the 
company's annual report, there has 
been a decline in profit attributed 
to factors such as difficulty in 
obtaining adequate supplies of 
merchandise necessary to maintain 
the profitability of the business.

In the report, the Chairman. Mr. 
A. R. Hams, revealed that some 
restructuring of the business may 
have to take place this year to 
affect further economies and in 
accordance with established policy, 
the company will dispose of 
commercial and residential proper­
ties which arc surplus to their 
requirements.

Koroma 
praises WAEC

The First Vice-President, Mr. S. 
I. Koroma, has praised the role 
played by the West African 
Examinations Council in the 
development of manpower in the 
West African sub-region and in 
Afncaasawhole Mr. Koromawas 
welcoming delegates to (he West 
African Examinations Council 
conference held in Freetown. Mr. 
Loroma said that without the work 
of the Council there is hardly any 
yardstick by which the talents of 
young people can be measured, 
and said that the East African 
Examinations Council is consi­
dered as the council's main 
competitor in the role of producing 
manpower needs.

Mr Koroma assured the 
delegates that the Government of 
Sierra Leone will always give its 
support and co-operation to the 
council's activities, adding that 
Government is now taking stem 
action to stop the leakage of 
examination papers.

Despite many difficulties, the 
Chairman said that there were a 
few encouraging dev elopments last 
year such as the motors division 
which consolidated its local 
assembly operation of Isuzu 
vehicles.
• The Sierra Leone Commercial 
Bank has announced a net profit of 
Lc959.766. the highest so far since 
the Bank was established in 1973- 
A dividend of Le300.000 has been 
paid to government, the only 
shareholder of the Bank, bringing 
the total dividends paid since 1973 
to Lc1.1 m

SIERRA LEONE
No German 
visit for 
Stevens

President Siaka
Sierra Leone has poi 
finitely his officim ........
Germany. which was due to have 
started on Monday, apparently 
because of the coup d'etat in 
Liberia, the Bonn Foreign Ministry 
announced.

It said the President I 
informed Bonn that "unexpecl 
and serious events had fore 
him to postpone his visit"

New tax 
system

A new procedure has been 
introduced to speed up collection 
of income tax arrears

Civil Servants and other emp­
loyees under the PAYE System, 
and whose Income Tax is deducted 
from their salaries monthly by their 
employers will be given Clearance 
Certificates on a six monthlv basis

This system will enable the 
Income Tax Department to ve 
at the end of the first six mon 
whether individuals arc liable 
additional Income Tax. as a re- 
of additional earnings, such 
directors' fees, dividends, rents, 
etc.

Professionals, business persons 
and business houses that have fully 
paid their Income Tax up-to-date, 
and arc not owing Income Tax 
arrears, should be granted Clear­
ance Certificates covering the 
period up to the eve of the date for 
the payment of their next Income 
Tax.

The Clearance Certificate for 
any period will cover the purchase 
of travelling tickets, and applica- .vcar 8racc 
tions for Immigration Clearance Another 
before departure from Sierra 
Leone. Foreign Exchange. Import 
Licence. Commercial Vehicle 
Licence. Wine. Beer and Liquor

Professionals, business persons, 
and business houses who arc inde­
bted to Government for Income 
Tax arrears should, without delay, 
satisfy certain requirements by­
acknowledging their liabilities in 
writing and by making some 
arrangements, acceptable to tuv 
Income Tax Department, whereby 
their liabilities can be conveniently 
re-scheduled for collection

Thereafter. Clearance Certifi­
cates will be issued for a suitable 
period depending on the resulting 
re-scheduled payment timetable 

All Clearance Certificates 
should be signed by the Commis­
sioner of Income Tax

mealswill be given________
from each delegation dunr 
ministerial council meeting i" 
and laundry sen ices not inc 
and two cars will be provided 
each delegation

For the Summit meeting, free 
transportation, accommodation, 
meals, drinks, etc will be provided 
for all heads of delegation. Again 
two delegates from each delegation 
will enjoy free accommodation and 
meals (drinks and laundry sen ices 
included) and two cars will be put 
at the disposal of each delegation

Bangurah 
statement

The Government of Sierra 
Leone has issued a statement in 
connection with the death under 
mysterious circumstances of Mr. 
Sam Bangurah. former Gov emor 
of the Bank of Sierra Leone The 
statement says the police have 
been assiduously conducting inves­
tigations to ascertain the circums­
tances surrounding his tragic and 
grievous loss to the nation, but so 
far w ithout positive result

The government, the statement 
goes on. will welcome and 

lenfy appreciate information from the 
onths public that might Help clear this 
ic for matter 
result .u. » Rice 

consignment
The first consignors 

tons of nee under the 
ment signed last year 
Japan and Sierra Leone h; 
m Freetown.

2,711 tons of the consignment is 
a gitt from the government of 
Japan, while the other 10.000 tons 
have been supplied under a defer- 

t scheme to be repaid 
f 30 years, with a ten 
tod

LIBERIA
The following report! 
ci ents prior to the ovenhn... 
Tolbert government, but x/ii 
considered of relevance to, 
quent events- 

Property clause 
correction

On March 28. 1980. thet 
news organ of the True Whig 
the Liberum Age. carnedani 
on its front page where th 
sentence read as follows 
Legislature has passed at 
amending Section II ArtideC 
the Constitution of the Repul 
Liberia to abolish the pre 
qualification for voters". Ga 
ment Radio earned 
announcement for a full di 
March 28 only to announce 
on the 29 that the first s 
announcements were a e 
and the Legislature hid 
amended the property daot 
O The former Libenan G? 
ment last week denied An 
International charges that' 
encouraged people to kill op 
non leaders and asserted 
Liberia was "in the vangim 
democracy and human rs 
Amnesty had said that th: I 
ernment had promised ro 
of up to S2.500 to peopH 
captured “dead orahve' 20p 
allegedly belonging to the to 
People's Progressive Party (f 
It said the promise, made by h 
Minister Joseph Chesson, 
open invitation to political1 
dcr" and called for the offena 
withdrawn and "the rule d 
restored". Amnesty Interns 
also said some opposition sT 
ters who had been arrestd 
been tortured The Govern 
denial said Mr Chessonhad1 
time ' made such a protn* 
had merely offered a cash 
for information leading 
arrest The Government1 
“astonished" at such an "imp 
sible" charge, the Inform' 
Ministry said.

A month ago. the indcpc'- 
Monrovia newspaper l*«" 
.Vch-v quoted Mr QiessonS* 
mg that, if the opposition(•' 
being sought did not given 
selves up within a few days.'1’ 
have to put a price on theit* 
and any body who bnngs 
them alive or dead will i*1 
money". Ten days ago. 
quoted by the official ne«'>- 
the .Ven Liberian, as repea®?1 
the Government would 
“put a price on their head*’ 

0 The latest issue of /<« U 
— the bi-monthly magazine0* 
ACP-EEC — carries an inter 
with President Tolbert wh^1 
place earlier this year In theft* 
of it he was asked. "ThcTnie'1 
Party is no longer the only 
party in Liberia. What are the: 
steps m the liberalisation 
political life?"

"We have been striving da 
our administration to live up® 
principles of democracy ensh'1
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SHIPPING NEWS

Car Sales: European and Japanese makes at competitive prices

PLEASE CONTACT US:

Name
Address

Tel No
Destination

ReturnDepart

Road

Freight forward payments in Nigeria International Bank W/A. Broad Street. Lagos

Contact
West Alrica Travel 

Services Lid.
Empire House, 2nd Floor,
117-119 Regent Street.

London. W1
Tel 439 7891-2 

439 851 1 (24 hour service) 
Send coupon for further 

details

called 
round- 
a nation
aCCUSed ia«uuim 

oftransfernnghug 
foreign bankaccot 
ing customs

fcfi Africa
Travel Services
Reliable low-cost flights and 

holidays.
Specialists for Nigeria and 

Ghana and all West African 
destinations

Regular departures throughout 
the year.

time, we 
. applying 

roccss of political 
going on in the

lion, ano,...
life."

Tolbert was then 
clause is a 

y in Liberia, 
thdrawal?"

state-pnvate enterprise would begin 
scomber of a plant to produce 396.000 

srtiliser. To feed the plant, 1 5m. tons 
om the deposits at Taiba and 400.000 
' ■” plant was to be ready for

GHANA
Roshvlew (GH) Ltd
Yellow House
No. 3 Oiu Lebadl Road 
PO Box 14745 Accra

NIGERIA
Cemathans (NIG) Co 
61 OJueiegbe Road 
Suru-Lere, Lagoa

said that last year Senegal had experienced a balance 
)00m CFA francs (about S200m.) The deficit 
:tenoration in exchange rates (139 per cent 
r . 3ncc rjscs country^ O|| import bill 

',r>redictedS188m in 1980) and from 
drought.

the young 
population, 

ind imagina- 
to the 

cing process of our 
political life of our 

is bound to experience 
ibcrahsation. and, in fact, a 

and fuller life.” 
President 

asked. "The property c 
limitation to democracy i 
Wouldyou favour its witl

* Pack consignment in one lined case or steel container * Roll-on/Roll-off services ★ 10 
years experience In Export packing/shlpping ★ Shipment of general cargo of all kinds, 
including MACHINERY. TRUCKS. CARS etc , to all parts of the world ★ Discounts for 
students going home ★ Part payment at destination accepted ★
Our Main Shipping Lines are. Palm Lines, Elder Dempster. Nigerian National Lines, etc.
Sea Freight W/A: (Containers every 2 weeks (Roll-on/Roll-off) Wooden 11 days 
(conventional).
Cars and break bulk twice weekly (roll-on roll-off) Sailing schedule to all other countries 
on application

Air Cargo W/A: Twice weekly from 95p

Air Travel: Regular departures* throughout the year Special charter flights- 
Summer/Winter.

6 s Indent
3/5 Dunston Road, Hackney, London E8
Mon—Fri 9 am—5 30 pm Saturday 9—12.30 Tel 254 4836/7/8/9 
Telex 922488 Ref 129 10 mins, bus journey Liverpool Street.

The Parti Ddmocratiquc 
Sdndgalais, which has 16 members 
in the 100-scat National Assembly, 
also called for an end to credit 
restrictions to enable the economy 
to be relaunched, and demanded 
that the state “pay its debts without 
delay, particularly to companies

"In the last nine years. I have 
consistently and with constancy 
advocated the removal of all 
policies and practises discriminat­
ory in any form of the citizenry of 
our country. Thus, one of our 
pnncipal tasks during these years 
of my presidency has been to 
broaden political participation and 
to give full rights to all young 
people between the ages of 18 to 
21.

"Thus, since 1972, one year 
after my ascendancy to the nation's 
presidency, I recommended the 
reduction of the voting age from 21 
to 18 years, which was later given 
full approval by our Legislature.
“Noting, however, that age 

reduction without also the removal 
of the restrictive property clause 
would be almost meaningless. I 
again proposed the removal of all 
property qualification as a 
requirement to vote in my recent 
January. 1980 annual address to 
our national Legislature

“ It is my hope that they, too. will 
sec the wisdom in this recommen­
dation and accord their favourable 
consideration."

SENEGAL
Senghor on economic prospects

President Senghor says that Senegal plans, over the next decade, to 
transform itself from a producer of a few raw materials into an exporter of 
iron, fertiliser and possibly petroleum, AFP reports from Dakar

The Senegalese leader made this prediction in a speech to the Economic 
and Social Council at the end of March. But he noted that, for the present, 
Senegal had balance of pay ments problems that stemmed largely from the 
increasing cost of oil imports and decreased peanut exports.

President Senghor said mining surveys done last year had shown that 
deposits in Eastern Senegal would yield 225m. tons of iron oxide after 
processing — or 12m tons annually for 20 years The goal was for 
extraction to begin in 1986, he said, by which time iron would be in 
relatively short supply on the world market and it would be easier for new 
producers to make a start The President said that European steelmakers 
had shown interest in the project.

He also announced that a joint 
construction in November or Dec 
tons of phosphoric acid a year and fcr 
of phosphate a year were to come fror 
tons a year from Thies, east of Dakar. The 
operations in 1983, President Senghor said.

He added that a deposit of Im tons of light crude oil could come into 
production between 1983 and 1988 in the Atlantic off Southern Senegal. 
A deposit of 100m. tonsof heavy crude in the same region, discovered 10 
years ago, was not yet profitable to drill, but could become so as petroleum 
prices continued to rise

President Senghor:
of payments deficit of 50,0( 
arose, he said, from a det 
between 1974 and 1978), from oil-pncci 
has rocketed from S20m in 1973 to a pre 
a drop in groundnut production due to

• The opposition PDS party has
I on the Government to hold
1-table talks aimed at forming

>nal front government, and 
d “favourites" of the regime 

igc sums of cash to 
auntsand defraud-

in our Constitution. Our concern 
has also been to ensure the efficient 
and cfTcctiv c operation of the True 
Whig Party, which seeks to 
promote the interests of all of our 
people.

"Since becoming standard 
bearer of the True Whig Parly and 
President of the nation, I have 
introduced many timely changes to 
improve the image of the party and 
to further strengthen its popularity 
at all levels.

"1 am certain that with the new 
dynamic and progressive trend of 
the party, it will survive all tcsLs to 
its continued viability.

"However, at the same tir 
do not contemplate a,, 
brakes to the pre 
change currently 
country.

"As a manifestation of our 
, continued commitment to further 
| liberalise the political life of our 

country, we have recommended to 
the Legislature a reduction in the 
toting age of our youths from 21 to 
18 years, without any property 
qualification

"Certainly, with 
segment of our 
possessed of fertile ar 
tive minds, added 
decision-maki 
nation, the r 
country 
further hl 
richer

• Liberia last week strongly 
denied US press reports that it had 
agreed to allow an American firm 
to set up a plant in Liberia to 
dispose of toxic liquid industrial 
waste. The official Liberian News 
Agency (LINA) said the Govern­
ment had "categoncally and ve­
hemently rejected" the proposal of 
the company, Environmental 
Management Service.
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500,000 CFA 
j. The murder 

i wave of fear in the 
**»pital, with 
numan heads 
where they 
prospectors

fighting 
y an — bac

rm is a disir 
ose power 

goal

: occurred at 
cm. (25 miles) out-

illeganons had been ■ 
........ As the present tew 
tea. March 31). the US» 
o Zaire and the White //w 

n the military t't. 
actly a year tP 

lavid G. Goidd. was mV 
nent there His analysis I- 
"•tent events and other*'-: 
.. e publish excerpts fn'

passed the 
youth who cut

only railroad runs from 
legal border through 

the Labour Minister.

i sex-year fishing 
j by the two coun- 
tother part of the 

construction

and individual entrepre 
avoid their bankruptcy ; 
It was reported last week that 
police had dispersed a large gather­
ing about to attend a PDS rally

• Poland will give grants to 45 
Senegalese for advanced training 
in commercial fishing The decision 
wasmade here at the end of a meet­
ing of the Senegalese Polish Co­
operation Commission. The accord 
is linked with a 
agreement signed!
tries in 1976 Anc 
1976 agreement is the cc 
and equipping by Poland of a fish- 
ign port at St Louis, Northern 
Senegal
• A court has 
death sentence on a; 
off hiseight-year-old cousin’s head 
in return, he said, for 5( 
francs (about S2.000) 
had produced a wave c 
region outside the capi 
rumou rs of a traffic in hum 
to Southern Africa, 1 
were believed to help 
discover diamonds

The killing 
Sebikotane, 40 kr 
side the capital.

MAURITANIA
No hostility

The official Mauritanian News 
Agency has denied Moroccan press 
reports that a number of Moroccan 
teachers had been expelled from 
Mauntania. The agency accused 
the Rabat newspaper. El Mtthaq El 
Watam. which first reported the 
supposed expulsions of “falsifying 
the facts and putting out hes". and 
trying to promote the idea that 
Mauntania was hostile to Moroc­
co.

ZAIRE
Explaining the crisis

Part of this year's testimony to the US Congress on aid to • 
included reports that food aid had the finance generated from: 
been abused < West Africa. March IO) Similar al' 
about US military equipment supplied to Zaire . 
for fiscal year I9SI indicates I West Afric 
prepared to continue its aid programmes to /.uur 
requested Congressional approval for an increase tn 
Zaire In the Congressional hearings almost exac 
American academic specialising tn Zaire. Da 
present his views on Zaire and US insolvent 
many cases already been borne out by subseque 
as applicable now as it was a sear ago H’e 
evidence in March /979.

The public administrative sy stem is Zaire’s largest industry, cons, 
nearly two-thirds of the national budget in salaries and of*r 
expenses It is where public pronouncements are contradicted tn pra* 
Sub-standard or deviant performance in carrying out even the! 
designed development programmes fatally damages nearly all do* 
ment or reform efforts In the current fiscal year budget, for examp- 
Government of Zaire estimated that "administrative reforms ■ 
result in a 50 per cent increase in customs and income tax and adnuf 
five receipts over the prev ious year If receipts were to remain const 
to decline, however, the government’s budget deficit would amf- 
more than one-third of its planned expenditures, plunging the regime 
deeper into bankruptcy and making it all the more unlikely for there 
to meet the population’s basic social and economic needs.

Numerous administrative reforms were earned out in the earliest’ 
of the regime, involving increased centralisation and politicisation c 
bureaucratic apparatus. The civil service was no longer independent* 
ruling party, and bureaucrats were forced to become politicians.■- 
tional reforms have been proposed and in some cases they have 
formally enacted, including "decentralisation of economic decision 
mg." increased attention to “management", re-creation of the posit: 
Prime Minister, introduction of Ministries of Planning and ' 
Development, placement of Belgian. French and German off 
respectively, in the Customs Sen ice. Finance Ministry and National I 
etc All of these reforms are doomed to failure, however, to the exten 
the fundamental nature of the bureaucratic apparatus remains the' 
The public administrative system is a disintegrative, disorganising.u 
developmentalist structure whose power levers are dominated by a 
elite at the top Its fundamental goal is self-ennchment. and to thi

A member of a visiting US 
congressional delegation has said 
in Rabat that Morocco had the 
“unconditional support” of the 
United States in its "lawful battle 
to defend its terntonal integrity”’ 
Mississippi Rep David Bowen 
added that the L’S favoured 
negotiations between Morocco and 
Algeria to end the war

The delegation, led by Clement 
Zablocki. chairman of the House 
of Representatives foreign affairs 
committee, would try to persuade 
the Algerian leadership to agree to 
talks for a "peaceful settlement of 
the Saharan question" and con­
vince them of "the legitimacy of 
the rights of the Moroccan peo­
ple". Rep Bowen told a working 
session between the delegation and 
members of the Moroccan Parlia­
ment

.4 correspondent writes A clear 
tilt in the L?nitcd Slates attitude 
towards the Western Sahara prob­
lem in favour of Morocco has 
become increasingly obvious after 
the visit hereof two important con­
gressional delegations, observers 
in this Moroccan capital believe 
Earlier visits by Mr Stephen Solar/ 
and the former Ambassador to the 
UN, Mr Andrew Young has been 
much more sympathetic to the

s Front
: their stay, the Americans 
•foroccan questioners of 

"the unconditional support of the 
United States" in favour of the 
Moroccan peoples "legitimate 
struggle" to preserve their national 
achievement and defend their ter­
ntonal integrity Never before, 
according to observers in Rabat, 
have American Congressn 
clearly and precisely ex* 
opinions in favour of the 
can cause"

Before leaving for Algiers the 
leader of one delegation. Mr Gem­
ent Zablocki. stressed that the

MALI
More ships
West Germany has granted 

DM6m (S3.12m.) aid to Mali to 
modernise the fleet of the State 
Navigation Company, which con­
nects remote Northern Mali with 
the south via the Niger River

The agreement was signed in 
Bamaki by the Labour Minister. 
M Boubakar Diallo and the West 
German Ambassador. Herr

position he had outlined was also 
that of Washington. Mr Zablocki 
is chairman of the congressional 
foreign affairs committee

The first indication of a new 
orientation of L’S policy over the 
Western Sahara came in Con­
gress's decision, al White House 
request, to authorise sales of anti- 
guemlla weapons to Morocco, 
which has been lighting the 
Algerian — and Libyan — backed 
forces ot Polisario for five years.

At an official level. Washington 
has not yet taken a position openly 
favourable to Rabat. But political 
circles tn Rabat say the US. firmly 
opposed to the creation of a " leftist 
entity" on the southern flank of 
one of its oldest •‘natural allies", is 
nevertheless working behind the 
scenes towards a peaceful settle­
ment of the conflict between the 
Governments of Algiers and 
Rabat. This position was put to 
Algerian leaders by President Car­
ter’s National Security Advisor. 
Mr Zbigniew Brzezinski, last 
November When Mr Brzezinski 
returned to Washington he said the 
US would not allow Morocco to be 
attacked

From the start of the Saharan 
conflict, the US has maintained a 
stance of neutrality which, with 
increasingly violent thrusts by 
Polisario into Moroccan territory, 
now seems more and more to be 
swinging in Morocco’s favour.

Spain denies 
responsibility

Spam has strongly dt 
charges by King Hassan II t! 
was" responsible for the blcxx 
in Western Sahara" A Fo 
Ministry statement said ! 
“rejectedall responsibility' Ic 
desert fighting, which erupted 
years ago after Morocco 
Mauntania occupied the fc 
Spanish colony after Spam 
drew

Spair 
against 
Org?"" 
(OA~, 
decolonisatior 
adding 
times to f , 
tion to the conflict.

Erhard Hohermann
M. Diallo said the cor 

shipped more than 90 per 
basic foodstuffs needed 
north

Mali’s c-‘" 
the Senegal 
Bamako by tl

Boubakar Diallo and the West
■ er is thus the major transport 

link with the north.

in had not acted in any 
st the principles o!

rganisation of Afncan I 
>AU), which had ailed 

” ntsation. the Ministry 
that Spain was ready. 

help find a peaceful 
..... . .. . ic conflict.TTieKing: 
his remarks on French teleu 
Spam has become friendly wt 
Polisario guernllas in 
Sahara in recent years

The guerrillas, meanwhile, 
reported from Algiers that 
had inflicted heavy lowe< 
Moroccan troops and equiprc 
heavy artillery attacks on the j 
sons as Bir Enzaran and 
Essabti. and at Touizgut

In Libreville. Gabonese F 
dent Omar Bongo told AFi 
would soon go on another r 
mission to try to end the fight: 
was urgent to find a soh®c 
which no one was the loser.be

No break with 
Portugal

The state ot relations between 
Angola and Portugal, ruffled by 
'■•ports that the African state might 
vs considering a break in diploma- 

nks. has been clanfied in talks 
isbon.

Tins was announced by 
Angolan Trade Minister. Lop 
Nascimento. who was quottv 
week by a Spanish paper as warn­
ing that alleged Portuguese inter­
ference in his country’s internal 
affairs might lead to a break in rela­
tions.

Mr. Nascimento. heading a 
major economic delegation on an 
official visit to Spam, told Por­
tuguese TV later that his remarks 
had been reported "incorrectly" 
and that Angola had ■‘never’ 
envisaged a break with Portugal

On a private visit to Lisbon, the 
former Premier had talks with 
Head of State. General Antonio 
Ramalho Eanes and Prime Minis­
ter Francisco sa Camciro

He had explained his statements 
in Spain to them. Sr. Nascimenlo 
told newsmen, acknowledging that 
they had "caused some controver-

loser.be
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wblic bureauc- 
I'ourthc

and turned it 
■ own survival, 

tually

i general, and the United States in 
ic prime external supporters of the current regime 

ns vi u June, 1976, US Peace Corps report: "Whatever Zaire 
e today, both economically and politically, the United States 
ic share of the responsibility" Tins abject dependency on the 
tarkly demonstrated in Shaba I and Shaba II, in which foreign 

only had to protect the Zairian army from rebels, but 
had to stay so as to protect the Zairian people and key 

>m the Zairian army!
ig to infuse funds to "rescue" the regime from 
an, however, be questioned in four counter-

/er, it provides those in command of the bureaucracy with addi- 
csourccs for themselves. In a structure marked by institutionalised 
ion, in which most of the national budget is subject to theft and 
Foreign aid th at is not spent on foreign experts salaries and living 
-, but rather pumped in some way into the Zairian public bureauc- 

subject to all the corruption mechanisms that 
. . —i that reaches the needy

by the donors, comes in 
been consumed by the

Morcove 
tional res 
corruption, ir 
misuse Forciw 
expenses, but rather pumped in some way ituw •••»- - 
racy, is thus fair game and subject to all the corruj 
have been uncovered and described The aid 
population, for whom it was originally intended 
the form of “crumbs" after the “bread" has 
bureaucratic chic Several examples follow

One way in which the needy poor arc deprived concerns the geographi­
cal distribution of aid Although 90 percent of the Zairian population lives 
in rural areas, and only 10 per cent lives in the capital aty of Kinshasa, 
fully 90 per cent of all foreign-imported goods in general and a very high 
percentage of foreign aid in the capital This is because of the bureaucratic 
rulers' fear of the urban masses' revolutionary potential- For example, 
even though according to the latest reports nearly a half-million peasants 
are literally starving to death in the Bas-FIcuve area of Bas-Zaire Region, 
Belgian paratroopers arc sent in response to the Belgian Government’s 
concern about the possibility and consequences of “food nots in Kinsha-

Furthcrmorc, to the extent that goods or food arc made available 
directly to or through the Zairian bureaucracy, they are immediately 
"privatised" by the elites in command as part of their self-ennchmcnt 
strategy. An example is the military supplies from the West (i.e., every­
thing from trucks and guns to gasoline, K-rations and Coca-Cola) which 
arc diverted by top military officials to their own private leaders and/or 
sold in the marketplace. Sometimes this occurs during" wartime emergen­
cies", when resource flows increase and even donors' vigilance slackens; 
this was notably the ease with General Bumba, in command of Zairian 
forces dunng Shaba I, whose diversion for his own use of over $500,000 
worth of Western and other supplies at the height of thc battle was widely 
known at the time

Another equally striking example is the more or less systematic misuse 
of American Title I, PL480“Food for Peace" assistance Under the terms 
of last year's foreign aid authorisation. $17m. worth of food and supplies 
(half of which went for 30 MT of nee) was made available to Zaire with the 
avowed intention of providing essential foods and commodities as a token, 
giveaway price for distribution to the rural poor Many so-called “self­
help" conditions were imposed, e g , establishing low, fixed prices, per­
mitting some US Government control over the "approved list of 
businessmen" authorised to deal in nee; and exacting guarantees by the 
Zairian Government to take effective measures to stop hoarding, specula­
tion, and smuggling of the nee by the designated merchants to Congo- 
Brazzaville (for foreign currency), authonsing" independent verification" 
by the US Agricultural Attach^, etc. In addition, there is a solemn agree­
ment between the Government of Zaire and the United States Govern­
ment, dated August 25, 1978, requiring Zaire to "use the commodities 
provided hereunder for specific projects or programmes which directly 
benefit the needy people of that country "

Flouting of the fixed prices
However, these noble intentions break down almost completely m 

practice. This becomes dear in reading the reports to Washington from 
the Agncultural Attach^ and from personal observation and research 
in-country As was to be expected, the merchants selected by the bureauc­
ratic elite were top bureaucrats themselves or their relatives and fnends. 
For the most part, the merchants selected to distribute the nee were 
wealthy and powerful businessmen-bureaucrats operating with the cover 
of state authority Thus the fixed prices were flouted systematically. 
“Protected" merchants sold sacks of nee destined for sale in Kinshasa at 
25 zaires, and tn provincial cities al 29 to 37 zaires apiece, at four or five 
limes these prices with virtual impunity In addition, nee bound for 
distribution in Zaire was illegally exported across the river to Congo- 
Brazzaville, thus permitting greedy bureaucrat-merchants to obtain 
scarce foreign currency

The result of these routine occurrences is the systematic misuse of 
American aid, the ennehment of top bureaucrats, and the further despera • 
lion and impoverishment of the very “needy people" and “poorest of the 
poor" whom the Congress intended to benefit from this legislation A 
1001b sack of Title I, PL480 nee, when available, costs well over 100 
zaires, which for the average Zairian working citizen represents three or 
four months' salary Considering that salaried workers, even at the ultra­
low minimum wage of 30 zaires per month, arc in fact a minonty of the 
able-bodied population, it is clear that the "poorest of the poor" are 
completely excluded, by the dynamics of the Zairian bureaucratic system, 
from access to American taxpayer-supphcd"Food for Peace". This situa­
tion can hardly be said to stimulate development Rather, American 
participation in this fiasco demeans our country as it aggravates conditions 
in Zaire. While US Embassy officials attempt diligently to monitor the 
situation and to exact concessions from the Zainan Government as a 
condition for continued deliveries of American Title I commodities, the 
sad fact is that there is no real way to insist upon compliance once these 
scarce food items enter the Zaman bureaucratic -commercial circuit.
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i
institutionalised corruption is the rule

The ruling elite has “privatised" the public bureaucracy ; 
into an instrument for scif-cnnchmcnt Out of fear for their i

. those at the top institutionalise corrupt practices making it virtu 
impossible for subordinates not to “indulge".

Clearly any reforms proposed or carried out within the pt 
racy will be diverted to favour those at the top in whose favour the system 
is tilted. Indeed, of the many reforms instituted since 1965. those which 
may be said to have "worked" arc those favouring the chics' interest (such

J as centralisation and "politicisation" and destruction of the autonomy of 
. the civil service). At the same time, those reforms which have remained 
; merely symbolic facades or outright dead letters (such as proposals to 
' decentralise decision making, remove the planning function from the

President's Office to a new Ministry, create an independent Rural 
Development Ministry, revamp the Customs Office) have been side­
tracked precisely because they might have threatened elite interests within 

' the bureaucracy This point helps to explain why the “institutionalised 
‘ reforms" insisted upon by the IMF and western banks and governments, 
1 and promised by the government for some years, offer no hope at all of 
; meaningful change. The reform measures have had no noticeable effect on 

modifying the redistributive bias of the Zaman public bureaucracy in 
' I favour of the bureaucratic class. To put it another way. applying these 
: ■ reforms as a solution to what ails Zaire is tantamount to treating an 

advanced cancer patient with an aspirin and a mild lecture Indeed, in 
giving the illusion of progress while mass impoverishment becomes aggra­
vated and the underlying causes of underdevelopment go unchecked, the 
reform measures contribute to a worsening of the situation

The West is the prime supporter
There is no doubt that the West in

particular, have been the 
In the words of a June, 
has become today, 
bears a large 
West was str 
mercenaries not c 
since then have hr 
foreign technicians fror

The rationale for continuing 
one "crisis" after another car 
arguments

(1) A successor regime (of the kind discussed in Point Two above) 
would be completely irrational to discontinue production of Zaire's 
national resources and their export to valued customers. Even in 
the extremely unlikely case of a successor regime similar in orienta­
tion to Angola's — unlikely because this would go against the 
traditions, habits and preferences of the Zairian people, and the 
forces in presence at the present political moment, as analysed 
above — Western technology, development aid, capital and mar­
kets would be needed

(2) It can further be demonstrated that by continuing to give aid and 
loans while the foreign debt in fact increases, we arc in effect 
"throwing good money after bad" In view of its performance to 
date, it is difficult to imagine that the current regime will be in a 
position to repay its outstanding obligations, as indicated under 
Point One, its performance in carrying out the “reforms" — while 
underdevelopment grows — suggests that the debt, under the 
current regime, will only mount In these circumstances, encour­
agement of an alternative, representative, inherently more political 
solution would provide a greater likelihood that American and 
other Western creditors would be repaid.

(3) However, there is urgency To continue support for the current
> regime, in the face of its eroded popular base and the potential for 
! radicalising violence which this may portend, may tax the remain­

ing patience and goodwill of the Zairian people toward the West 
and make that much less likely a harmonious succession in the 
interests of both the Zairian people and the West.

(4) Finally, United States interests in Zaire also extend to the welfare 
of the people of the country Tins is true not only because of this 
nation's concern for human rights, which is aroused in the face of 
the current regime's flouting of the Zairian people's most elemen­
tary rights — food, shelter, transportation, health care, work, sec- 
unty. Our concern for the well being of the Zairian people may 
also be dictated by pragmatic considerations, mounting repression, 
disorder and misery create the conditions for violence and revolu­
tion of the kind that produce instability Concern with stability in 
Zaire and in the region would dictate that policymakers examine

i closelv the analogy of these two countries
An analysis of how effective our PL480 food programmes, development 

, assistance and foreign military sales credits have been in Zaire For exam -
pie, is there arty truth to the allegations that PL480food sent to Zaireissold 
in Congo-Brazzavile or is unavailable to the poorest Zairians?

Continued US aid with few apparent conditions is viewed within and 
outside of Zaire as a powerful gesture of political support for the regime
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’ inhuman degradation, he 
ting that there were more 
ir million refugees tn the 

continent. He also said a concerted 
effort was needed to achieve 
economic solidarity and co­
operation in Africa.
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14 OAU

it the O/

• Fily Cissoko. Guinea'■!«' 
Minister of Youth. Sports« 
Popular Arts, has been mri 
Minister of Livestock H 
Fisheries, according to 
Radio He replaced .Mir. 
Bah. whose new post 
announced

committee, compos­
ing 14 OAU member states, was 
set up at the OAU summit in Mon­
rovia last year. It was asked to 
come up with reform proposals to 
make the OALTs "institutions and 
mechanism" more effective. Coun- 

are Somalia, 
Mali. Malawi, 

un. Burundi. Swaziland. 
Congo. Uganda. Benin, 

rra Leone and Ghana 
. Libcna and Algeria arc 
ling as observers.

Some ten opponents ot President 
Mobutu have left Europe lor Kinshasa 
after a reconciliation with him, 
Jean Tshombc, an opposition 
leader exiled in Belgium h.is said in 
Brussels Describing three of them 
as "emanating from the Zaire 
Embassy in Brussels”. Mr. 
Tshombc, whose father Moise led 
the attempt to split Katanga from 
the former Belgian Congo, 
excluded the possibility of his 
joining with General Mobutu

"I believed recently that the 
President really was beginning a 
development towards liberalising 
his regime That’s notably why I 
have met him, with the encour­
agement ol some Western and 
African countries, but I was mis­
taken," Mr Tshombc said

The departures referred to by­
Mr Tshombc do not involve the 
main Zaire opposition movements 
in Brussels, but the Organisation 
for the Liberation of the Congo, 
which he founded, and the Resur­
rection Action Movement.

In an earlier statement. Mr 
Tshombe said the West German 
firm Olrag undertaking skyrocket 
~ *> ln Zaire was directly

iblc for a brutal anti-rebel 
uiipaign in the north of the coun- 
■ s Shaba Province (formerly 
atanga) Mr Tshombc said the 
?2nd Batallion of the Zairesc 
■nny, based at Kamina and 

French -officered, was exercising a 
"pitiless’ repression in North Kivu

The lack of an effective 
mechanism to deal with u 
matters between summit met 
has been a major handicap i 
operation of the Organisatic 
African Unity (OAU),------
to Somalia's Foreign Mnusici 
Abdurahman Jama Barre

Opening a six-day 
meeting in Mogadishu 
the organisation's charter, he cal­
led for the OAU’s "highly - 
important" mediation commission 
to be "reactivated and established 
on a proper footing", with an inde­
pendent secretariat.

Mr. Barre called on African

____ Saouma.
jr-Gencral of the Food and 

Organisation of the 
ons (FAO), has wcl- 

agreement on the recent 
id Convention as a step 

towards world food security, but 
also stated that the total aid 
pledged fell short of the desired 
coal.
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with 250 Zaircse 
against rebelling Balt

He said that OtP" 
in Zaire despite tLu- 
the Otragcontrac’ — 
ing prisoners to th___
in the Kivu region. The rebellion — 
about which the West was 
"scandalously quiet" — began last 
July 16.saidMr Tshombe. Hesaid 
repression was particularly 
in the Kabalo. Malemba 
Niuzu and Kabondodiandu areas.

Otrag. which was working with 
the French company BRGM. a 
state mineral prospecting firm and 
the electronics combine Thomson 
CSF-Francais, was responsible for 
what was happening in Northern 
Shaba, he said, challenging Presi­
dent Mobutu to invite the interna­
tional press to visit the region.

lion. 1980." Mr. Saouma detta 
in a statement “The convents'-! 
a significant practical step lov.-i 
world food security "

But. Mr. Saouma added ": 
not a moment for complact zi 
The total amount of aid comir. s 
under the new conventioa - 
7.592.000 tons — is still far she- - 
the desirable figure.'

Mr. Saouma said that the Hn 
tons of grain as food aid cats! 
by the World Food Conference, 
more a minimum level, rather', 
a target "I therefore jppe. 
other governments to join the • 
of participants in the Food : 
Convention. 1980, with uildit 
contributions in cash or kr 
FAO's Director-General add.

The European Economic(- 
munitv and 10 govemmentst: 
announces! minimum annul r- 
tnbutions in the convention ip) 
in London last week — Argesi 
(35.000 tons), Australia |400f 
tons). Austria (20.000 tr 
Canada (600,000 loml. E 
(1.650.000 tons). Finland (20J 
tons). Japan (300.000 tonil.K' 
wav (30 000 tons/. S«rt' 
(40.000 tons). Switzerland(27> 
tons) and the United SV' 
(4.470.000 tons)
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