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Citizen, January 17,1994

DEPARTMENTS»'

BRIEFLY

A near fire outbreak at the 
National Population Com­
mission's computer centre 
in Lagos, raises the question 
of the delay in the release of 
the final results

HBfMRV Of NiG[r

NPC
CensMs Esgwres to wait

Bank of the North Limited has won a Central Bank of Nigeria award. The 
award tagged 'CBN Bank of the year Award' was awarded to Bank of the 
North's branches within Kaduna State.

The Kaduna State Branch controller of the Central Bank of Nigeria who 
presented the award at a ceremony at the Durbar Hotel, Kaduna recently 
said that the award was for smooth and clean clearing house activities of 
the bank's branches in Kaduna.

He said that Bank of the North s method of balancing at the end of each 
day's operations at Its Kaduna branches was the besl in the year 1993.

Accepting the award on behalf of his organisation, *he bank's manag­
ing director/chlef executive, Alhajl Yakubu Shehu.urged staffers of other 
branches of the bank to strive to win the CBN award in their locations.

To those who won the award In Kaduna, the managing director Im­
plored them to continue to work hard and maintain the high standard they 
already set.

He said that In this era of keen competition within the banking industry, 
only the best can survive.

COVER STORY
ffioa’deir ©flashes
Geradlaijrairaes

sack villages
Cameroun steps up her 
acts of aggression against 
Nigeria as the search for 
a solution to the bitter 
border dispute between 
both countries continues

//^rioNtTi
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E ED__ . he choice of this week’s \ cover story was made on 
production day, long after 
we had settled for another ^he change reflects the jour- 

,t's obsession with servb->«—

bY Camerounian gendarmes, indeed 
the frequency of the raids have made 

a recurring diplomatic issue be­
tween the two countries.

However, the latest incident 
Proved to be the last straw that 
broke the overburdened backs of 
the victims. They therefore organ­
bed protests to draw attention to 
their plight. Who are the demon­
strators and what do they demand 
from a country that seems to have 
left them alone to defend them­
selves against an aggressive 
neighbour? Isaac Umunna who 
wrote the story was assisted with 
reports from Nduka Ezeogu.

Bubacrlpt k>n Assistant: O.'ureml Aklnmle 
aa °*Je,RePre«e“t«Hve«:KJ.sSs-'<yB€n*’n 
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®nr. BuaiaeaB Executive: .Kkech! Attoh / 

AdnUa- Secretary : Mary Egharevba /

Btorekeepcn Aderlbigbe Oludare I
'rypHt: V tn cent Onu, Douglas S. Okodon I

Receptionist: Dinah S. Kyom I
Account, CJerha: Amtna L. Abdullahi I

OfHc O,abode S. Roafa. Adewole Iwaloye I 
° Assistants: Musa Okere. Feml John. Umarl 

Suleiman I
Ort 8cnJor Driven Ezekiel Jayeoba. I

J**’’ Makun. Abdulkadir Jlbrtn. I
U«1 lyare. John Cad son. Musa Umaru. /

Ezekiel Adesogan I
Be<-..2>Upatch IUdcr^ Lastsi Olaytwola / 

onjeers.- Lt. aila Yankama (nd.)., I 

^mpson EJcuene. EfilongAsuquo Etuk I

—her (•toTtkj.

J„.

SSK?-

^1M°;r«,M^UO"’LTD-

W’1 ObZi±’“l M”WUV.

°SU’ ^fyemo Babat ntface Okoro

----

T __one. _.&v. icnects the iour- 
nalist’s obsession with serving read- 
ers stories that are not only truthful’ j but timely.

Isaac Umunna, our correspon­
dent in the east was assigned to 
cover the renewed outbreak of 
hostility between Nigeria and 
Cameroun in the south east. When 
he filed in his report, its perishable j 
nature gave it the priority treat­
ment over the one earlier scheduled

! for publication.
| It was certainly not the first time 
the inhabitants of the fishing vil- 

i: lages were tortured and harassed | _ _______. _—
i
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right to edit, publish or reject all lettm-

Abbas G. Idriss
3, Kanta Road, Kaduna

and the Bible) preach harmony.
Salihu Othman-Isah 

Nigerian Press Council, Lagos

Lt. Col. Isa’s priority
Sir,

Congratulations on your recent 
appointment as the military admin­
istrator of Kaduna State.

However, it is one thing to be a 
chief execu tiveof a state like Kaduna, 
and another to be a able to carry out 
your scheduled duties successfully. 
First and foremost, as a military 
administrator of Kaduna State which 
is the political and administrative 
headquarters of northern Nigeria, 
neutrality should indeed be your 
guiding principle in the quest to 
entrench peaceful co-existence in the 
state.

In this instance the people of 
Zango Kataf readily come to mind. 
In fact the sour relation ship bet ween 
the indigenes of Zango and the Kat- 
afs which was precipitated in May 
1992 urgently needs a permanent 
settlement. It is worthy to note that 
the last civilian government was 
unable to achieve this due to the 
biased approach of the former state 
governor, Alhaji Dabo Lere whose 
position could naturally be under­
stood because he comes from that 
part of the state.

The second reason was interfer­
ence by some key government offi­
cials under ex-president General 
Ibrahim Babangida who appeared 
to have had special interest in the 
conflict. Itisnowpertinent tofindan 
amicable settlement between the 
people of southern Zaria and north­
ern Kaduna on theone hand and the 
entire indigenes of the state. Settlers 
on the other hand have to see them­
selves first as brothers and Nigeri- 

-ans and co-habit as one indivisible 
people. Even the holy books (Qur'an

has a responsibility like the military, 
and the Nigerian public and not 
those gamblers in Nigeria who call 
themselves politicians.

Charles Ojijieme 
6B Cameroon Road, Kaduna

________ ___________ ©
Re: Banks: the Mg rip-off
Sir,

Your cover on Banks was quite 
interesting. It is true that banks in 
Nigeria only took the advantage of 
the deregulated economy, yet the 
industry is in shambles. They even 
contributed to the poor result of our 
economy which failed to function 
properly.

Banks are the genesis of the new 
styled fraud alias 419. Customers 
had no confidence that they would 
be able to withdraw their deposits 
from the banks. We have seen many 
cheques bouncing not because that 
account was in red but because that 
bank can not fulfil its obligations.

The Central Bank should come 
up with strict monetary control 
measures especially on foreign ex­
change.

LETTERS —
Re: The eastern agenda
Sir,

I am motivated towrite this letter 
to you by your write up in January. 
10-16, 1994 edition titled The dan­
gers of a sovereign conference and 
another work, marginalisation: The 
eastern agenda, by Isaac Umunna 
with Tony Oko in Enugu.

Concerning the constitutional or 
national conference, I think that the 
head of state has a point in wanting 
to do something about our constitu­
tion. I think most Nigerians, par­
ticularly those who pretend they are 
representing an interest group, miss 
the point, maybe consciously or un­
consciously, but the total conse­
quence of what they want put in 
place, is only to further entrench 
their hold on the national economy 
perpetually to maintain themselves 
and their class. I am talking about 
those advocating power sharing, 
revenue allocation, siting of federal 
projects, the majority and minority 
nonsense etc.

All these demands only empha­
sis our differences and make those 
who champion these differences 
'messiahs' whether they are Hau- 
sas, Ibos, Yorubas or the so called 
minorities. Nigeria needs genuine 
peace,and progress! ve economicad- 
vancement that will give meaning to 
our independence since 1960.

The issue at stake is to evolve an 
arrangement that will liberate all 
Nigerians from poverty, ignorance 
and disease. This can only be at­
tained in a situation where all Nige­
rians are all productive irrespective 
of their background. The new ar­
rangement must divorce govern­
ment from the national economy and 
place the economy in the hands of 
the citizens and the Central Bank. 
The role of governments at all levels 
should be to protect the citizens and 
not own and manage people.

We need a Nigeria that will be as 
strong as the United States of Amer­
ica, the pride of the entire black 
people • <ne world and the press

Letters to Citizen, carry ing names, 
addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G.l 1 Unguwar Kanawa,

Citizen, January 24,1994

GATT agreement
Sir,

The recent GATT agreement 
concluded on the December 15,1993 
clearly indicates that we in sub- 
Saharan Africa would daily become 
dumping ground of environmental 
pollutants and scraps from the in­
dustrialised nations. We are still 
being beaten by the same stick used 
on our forefathers. The stick of ex­
ploitation and slavery which is 
wielded by our local capitalists who 
are directly in league with the neo­
colonists.

The only way out is that we must 
resol ve to resi st compl ianceandfight 
exploitation through the process of 
domesticity of our local products.

LG. Hassan 
________________ UDU, Sokoto

;, signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the point. They should be typed double space and 
11 Unguwar Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna. The Editor reserves the right to edit, publish or reject all letter*.
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that is added "offer fax'
istercd persons in tncable activities as these goods and services 
pass through different business processes 
up to the final consumer.The new tax, fixed at five per cent, re­
places the Sales Tax ‘hat was charged on a 
few categories of items and selected serv­
ices. MVAT covers all transactions except 
those involving such necessities as food, 
medicines, agricultural inputs, some educa­
tional materials and a few others.

Ultimately, the tax is paid by the final 
consumer alone as the intermediate charges 
cancel each other. Any registered person 
adding value to goods or service will have 
paid f|ve per cent and will charge the same 
five per cent on sending it to the next stage.

| its comparativeI " ’n Several
cy- 5rf'°rC handy- in- ,UUdiP’<^ opting ,he antics ot 

sion or d'h’ e ■' inal 
disadva" ^t' tCrP tpat the diplo- 
instanccs e ii car' cria since the 

^^“^‘’^^^^easten'border. 

to a toug^'to to the protection
tive opdd^enadd titl^ desamongoth- 
menaceo;%on rial integrity

Every gpty- f its ‘e; s living within 
of iB 50 its ®uPer P°wers.
ers, the pr o« ,y. bd the scope of
and the erf* right of direct
and outs' ,udc * he world where
are kno'V t0 id rein federal Military 

I lh’S P" mentany ach- ^ orotect the rights 
Cw“rightis W^aduty '°reP peingharassed 

th’5 tonent haS .po ar heir own coun-
Of°these NiBeri’"rnrr'cn‘\nStance may well 
byaforeigngd^inth^ tbefaceofthe

-------------- W an exten- I pastdccad^ 

Modified Value-Added Tax FBI houghtheso-calledmodifiedValue- ' msHsaddcd 
B Added Tax took pff earlier in the 
JL month, but few people know or 

understand what it means. So just what does 
it mean?

First things, first. The introduction of the 
Modified Value-Added Tax (MVAT) system 
was proposed to government by the study 
group it set up in 1991 to review and improve 
the entire system of tax administration in the 
country. Government was worried about the 
rate of tax evasion by income tax payers 
which by the end of 1993 had reached 94 per 
cent. There was also the need to diversify 
sources of tax revenue to reduce dependence 
on petroleum profit tax which stood at 80 per 
cent of all tax revenues collected in 1993.

MVAT is the tax imposed on the value

B -<*^or over a decade now, Cameroon, . 
B >4 Nigeria’s south eastern neighbour \ 
B < has been assaulting, maiming and \ 
B Y.\lling,^'?>CT'anc^\zens^'v'.nSa^ongitsbor- \ 
B den Spec^kially .Nigeria fishingcommuni- \ 
B ties in Okobo and Mbo Local Government \ 
B TcaS oi Akwa Ibom state have been victims \ 
B f persistent attacksby gendarme, the Camcr- \ B ° Julian army • There have been frequent re- \ 
B ° of general disruption of economic and '
B activities of these communities by the
B 500 ̂ armes who force them to pay taxes and 
B ^CTV engage 'n extortion and sundry crimes. 
B T^Tai diplomatic e^OTts Vvavc bccn made 
B ^'Qieeria to resolve this problem. Unf ortu- 
B ' lv it appears that Cameroun holds ada- 
B BatC »\v to its claims to these communities. 
B okprallv m international relations, there
B Gc tools of conflict resolution. Diplo- 
B aTC W .nd force. The former, usually pre-

peace e consuming while the latter,
painfully ' and discouraged is “stty 
usually ah peace and stabilityAct
and lhebreakdownof
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practice for it.
Nor are businesses of fixed or correct ad­

dresses, and nor are receipts given or de­
manded. It will thus be difficult to check de­
faulters because no one knows wha t inventory 
they carry or how it moves. It will also be 
almost impossible or too costly for the direc­
torate to monitor what manufacturing con­
cerns produce.

In addition, there is corruption in the tax 
management industry — a lot of it. And there 
is ignorance of the law and procedure on both 
the port of collector and payer. And there is 
almost certainly to be more confusion at the 
parts of entry as VAT collection adds to the 
headache at customs counters.

The best solution is to makcall transactions 
fully computerised but this, as we all know, is 
sooner or later going to break down — and the 
spare parts will be somewhere in Europe.

Many of the countries tha t implement V AT 
had problems but they all seemed to have pre­
pared ways of dealing with them more than 
we have. The work before the VAT directorate 
is therefore unenviable.

mcntofitscommandcr,theECisdividcd over 
air strikes and the US is waiting for both the 
UN and its European allies to make up their 
minds.

The ostensible reasons given by the various 
parties in the Bosnian conflict are that the 
terrain would pose dangers to even the mus- 
lims and UN forces who would then be 
targetted for retaliation by theSerbsand Croats. 
In short, everyone involved is paralysed. In 
another setting, it would have been comical.

It wasn't like that when the US and its allies 
trapped and killed thousands of fleeing Iraqis 
or when the US bombed Libya or shot ou t and 
Iranian airliner or when the US armed the 
murderous Jonas Sa vimbi. Or for that matter, 
economic and political strangulation of sev­
eral countries around the world.

Right from the onset, the Bosnian muslims 
have asked for the lifting of the arms embargo 
on the former Yugoslavia, to defend them­
selves. No one listened. Slowly, but steadily, 
they arcbcing wiped off the face of theearth in 
the closing days of the 20th Century. Yet the 
major actors in the conflict pride themselves 
on being democratic and free, and neccessar- 
ily therefore responsible. It's a crying shame.

Instead of taxing income MV AT taxes 
consumption, it is therefore easy toadmini­
ster and difficult to evade. And at the same 
time it discourages extravagant conspicu­
ous consumption and encourages savings.

And it was estimated that the govern­
ment stood to collect six billion Naira annu­
ally from it.

The government accepted the proposal 
and decided that VAT took off July 1993. It 
was postponed to October, then December 
before it finally took off January 1994. De­
spite all those postponements, ostensibly to 
allow timeforpubiiccducationand putting 
the necessary paraphernalia for collection 
and accounting, when it finally did take off 
there were criticisms.

Anywy, MVAT is here. And the biggest 
problem it will encounter is that of underre­
porting because record keeping culture is 
not there where the goods and services 
change hands — at the retailers’. Nor are 
accou n ts properly kept; and even if they are 
the Nigerian Accounting Standards Board 
has not put in place a standard accounting

UN, WO and Bosnia 
-o ^or the 16,(XX) mushms trapped in

L4 Maglaj alone, or the half a million or 
J L so refugees, the pain and despera- 
tionof hunger and injusticeare beyond belief. 
They have been cut off from getting food 
and medical supplies by a conspiracy of 
Serbs and Croats aided by the duplicity and 
a new "world order" imperialism of the 
European Community and a hypocritical 
dithering by the United Nationsand Amer­
ica.

Daily, the world is further made aware of 
thebrazenand ruthless Serbian and Croatian 
ethniccleansingand land grabbing in Bosnia 
Herzegovina. Daily deaths and haunting 
figures of the victims are put up on televi­
sion screens. Today, it's that of skin-bone 
and dying children.

Access to these basic necessi tics ha vc been 
blocked by Serbs and Croats. The most fea­
sible option to reduce their immense suffer­
ing is for the UN to authorise intense air 
strikes to end the siege of Srcbcnica and 
Sarajevo; thus free Tuzla Airport.

NATO, not particularly cnthusiatic, said 
il'sa waiting UN orders, the UN isenmeshed 
in disputes leading to yet another replace-



Th,

pead it, keep it.

ers and advert^ 
| years

\e^6'
Ht^se

°ver fSiD^Cy

Familiarity. 
contempt- 
different. ^lth 
breeds center

<ee^
S^'- itis

will testify-

Ci'®
Hard on £ v>e^s 
Strong ? h W°r 
Lucid ^5ty'e 
Elegant n

©tteen



9

>

I

any alternative to structurally ad­
justing an economy which squan­
dered over 100 billion dollars in 
under five years before Babangida 
and even more thereafter?

The basic reason why we spent so 
much money but had only "consult­
ing clinics", abandoned projects and 
a battered economy to show for it, 
was because our economy was o ver- 
regulated. Babangida's SAP tried to 
correct this by de-regulating the 
economy. Problem arose, I believe, 
not because the principle of de-regu- 
lation per se was begun, but because 
the potential benefits of de-regula- 
tion were squandered by a hope­
lessly selfish elite class, made up of 
top bureaucrats, politicians, tradi­
tional rulers and soldiers.

It was those of us belonging to this 
class who manipulated the political­
economy so that we can continue to 
live the lives of princes and pass on 
the bill to the masses—and to future 
generation. If Babangida has any 
blame in-all this, it was that he saw 
through our greed and obliged us so 
that he can remain in power. That in 
the end he was forced to "step aside" 
was not because we recanted on our 
greed. No, it was because we got 
even greedier and there was a limit 
to how far even the Maradona him­
self could manipulate the economy 
to continue to satisfy us.

Because Babangida's SAP did not 
deliver the goods, there was the 
temptation to return to a highly 
regulated economy. Needless to say

K:
Abacha, obviously trying to win fa­
vour from thepublic, has succumbed 
to that temptation. As I said at the 
beginning of this piece, we will soon 
find out thatitismere wishful think­
ing to imagine that our problems 
will begin to disappear because of 
re-regulatior\.

The mundane fact is that we have 
a serious (to put it mildly) cash flow 
problem. Even at 14 dollars per 
barrel, as the basis of our oil reve­
nue, the budget is overly optimistic. 
First, 14 dollars is a bench mark and 
as a rule oil sells at a discount. Sec­
ond, it is an open secret that Saudi 
Arabia and the US are determined to 
drive down the price of oil to as low 
as 12 dollars per barrel or worse. 
Third, soon enough the UN sanction 
on Iraqi oil may be lifted. Last butby 
no means the least, the Russians who 
are even more desperate economi­
cally than we are and are sitting on a 
reserve bigger than that of Saudi 
Arabia's, are pumping out as much 
pil as they can.

All these point to a bleak prospect 
for oil and therefore for ourrevenue. 
No amount of re-regulation can deal 
with this prospect. Regulation or not, 
the fact is that much suffering lies 
ahead. The sensible thing therefore 
is not to raise hopes that will soon be 
dashed.

The fault really is far less in de­
regulation (although onemustadmit 
that SAP over-did the thing) than in 
the will among the elite to admit we 
sold out on our obligations and 
commitments to the masses and 
repent accordingly. The truth is that 
the huge demand on scarce foreign 
exchange was not on necessities, but 
on creature comforts and even more 
so on the flight of capital accumu 
la ted by foreigners, Asians in par­
ticular, and Nigerians alike.

If General Abacha will have the 
courage to stem our wasteful ways 
and stop the haemorrage through 
capital flight, he will find that the 
economy can begin to turn around 
with as little de-regulation as pos- 
sible.

Bs,, SAF fis feadl
Q Q/T^AP", trumpeted this 

x^xmagazine last week, "is 
J^Jpdead." It may sound like 

denouncing my own magazine but 
truth is, SAP is very much alive 
and kicking to the extent that SAP 
is synonymous with pain. In cast­
ing our cover headline, we obvi­
ously merely sought to reflect 
popular sentiment about General 
Sani Abacha's first budget speech 
as head of state. Because it jetti­
soned SAP's liberal approach to 
the management of the economy, 
but more specifically, because itre- 
regulated the foreign exchange 
market and brought down the cost 
of borrowing, the popular belief is 
that SAP is dead and buried.

Before long, we will find ou t how 
wrong we are. And it is not simply 
because the International Mone­
tary Fund, IMF, and, by extension, 
our Western donor countries upon 
whom we have so much come to 
depend, are unhappy about the 
populist posturing of the budget. 
Needless to say, IMF and the West 
are formidable enough as adver­
saries. Even then the greater prob­
lem lies within. And it is this inter­
nal weakness which makes it well- 
nigh impossible to resist IMF pres­
sures even in the short run.

What are these internal weak­
nesses? But first, how sensible are 
we, experts and common folk alike, 
to expect that Abacha's budget can 
even begin to end our pains? Ex- 
perts like Professor Sam Aluko,

Citizen, January 24,1994

ROTHAMMETO ESABUNA 
have welcomed the budget as ca­
pable of saving our economy in the 
long run if only we will persevere. 
With due respect to Aluko et al, I 
believe they are wrong.

Even though I havqnever believed 
President Babangida's SAP will save 
our economy from collapse, I have 
always believed he was right in a 
way to say there is no alternative to 
SAP. Let us face it, how can there be
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dis-

reuten- 
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. ot Akwa State, will not —^2 forget Wednesday, ,-Auary XI, 1994 in a hurry. On that 
he was informed o'. tl 

\ som.e strange -■ \ as

s^;OkobOpe^eeesinourcoUn- 
O Pliers To P''.areonly^yflsh 
?k°Pedi fish^ e"ia; We «e 
A "darwes ohf Ca™ dispIaced by 

r®w°ngfish(.„”er?un; w' are 
a^eroun; Aia7'!!ndrivcnoulby 

OVen OUI of tI10n® fishe™en 
Of 'he fishing

ria”^?>Un Steps up her acts of aggression 38f_ jer 
' ” fhe sea«h for a solution to the bitter for 

pute between both countries contint!

‘fji the r>ec
AU these, ‘oge'hPP'n'nrticula'ed 

essary details, were 'v*i Souls let- 
in a four-page "Save _ . gako
ter" handed over to _cc,nE the i 
by the protesters, thc fhou-
administrator on behalf f(jnioh sandsof demonstrators,C-n 
Ibok Umoh told .. aonc-chill1 b 
of their woes and appeale I
gent government inten’cntl°n'

In response, Colonel Bako 
thanked the people for remaining 
peaceful despite constant provoca-

I tion by their Camerounian neigh­
bours. He promised to forward their , 
grievances and requests to the fed­
eral government, and assured that I 
federal authorities would do every- I 
thing possible to protect the lives I 
and property of all Nigerians living 
near the borders.

At the time Colonel Bako was 
attending to his uninvited guests 
from Okobo, his Cross River State 
counterpart,GroupCaptain Ibrahim 
Kefas, was doing the same at Cala-

Citizen. January 24,1994

N1gena/Cameroun

AtabongpeoP^^e C 
outofAtabong' ce.d a
fishermen
ounian 8eI,cia® rds"c ,c^ oeC- 

On other pl^3' go' ^sp*
uniform plea '? C1< to 
"Help us to go b pts.
tive fishing se«*

„h*-^$5*5
1 burx.’^d:

... or that ., •*' his office when \ -uormed oi the presence oi \ . some strange guests at the Hilltop. 
; as tne government house, Vvo is 1 
\ iondiy called.

Tr.e guests. Colonel Bako was \ 
■ told, were angry representatives oE \ 
' some27EishingsettlementsinOkobo '■ 
Local Government  Area oE the state. \ 

1 The emissaries from Okobo had i 
. made the over 30 minute road jour- , 
j ney to the state capital to complain 
' about incessant harassitent by \ 
Camerounian gendarmes. \

The military administrator did \ 
\ not need much prompting to see the ' \ demonstrators. From his upstairs » 
\ office in one of the storey buildings \ \ dotting the Hilltop he couid read the \ 
\ agony in the faces of his early after- 
1 noon visitors. \\ Many of fhedemonstratorsbran- »
\ dishedplacards,  some of which read: \
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1 K^faszPadpeii demonstrators

bar. At the government house to see 
the Cross River State admtnis 
Weresome2,000Peopledemons 
,ng against sustained a tempts b 
Cameroun to annex Abana 
settlement. arched

equivocally that no in 
soil should be conceded to 
Camerounians. Before 'caving d

I government house, t cy (5 
over a letter of protest, the 
of which the admmistratorproS..

a to the federal gov- 
>scd to forward
ernment-

Bako: inundated with protests 
tain Kefasof how theCamerounians 
recently rampaged through Abana, 
killing six Nigerians, while six mar­
ried women, he lamented, were yet 
to be found since the attack.

The clan head also narrated how I 
14 people lost their outboard on- I

I gines to the invaders. A health centre I 
stocked with drugs and primary I 
school were vandalised, he dis- I 

I closed. I
1 Chief Ibok told his host of how I 
I the gendarmes, operating from I 
I Atabong, an annexed village just I 
I three kilometres away, "come to I 
I harass and get tax from us in Abana" 

eiaiw- I usually between the hours of six and I
heir persecutors- QrOup Cap- I eight in the morning. The royal fa- I 

1 “51 I ther complained bitterly that he and I
I his people "do not have any security 

and this is exposing us to a lol of I 
danger." I

If the great grandfather of Chief I 
Ibok were to rise from his grave j 
today, he would be shocked to hear I 
the tales of woe being told by his I 
descendants and the present gen- I 
oration of Okobo people. Way back 
in the 1880s when he and a few other I 
fellow travellers settled 
Bakassi peninsula with their fami- I 
lies, little did they know that the I 
fishing ports founded by them 
would one day become subject to 
conflicting ownership claims.

Bur that was what happened 
some 23 years to the end of the 19th
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forum for Chief Ibok to

the
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fence the gendarmes make matters worse
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filtered out of the government house. Calabar, confirm- | 
ing a meeting between the Cross River State military 
administrator, Group Captain Ibrahim Kefas, and the 
clan head of Abana, Chief Okon Ibok.

■ The surprise meeting held at the government house 
I in the state capital, served as a fv.u.,, fc,. Chief !b?v

century.whcn^

\ available ™°’"a'>«s.Arr„ 

\ German col

the territory. The French colonialists | 
later joined in the fray, further com 
plica ting the situation.

With time, the war option be­
came unattractive to the coloma

rl° ’ di6^ tinder

hitherto ™’ctucofCa1>
join the Repu orga* tiobCgjgg 
ing a 
United

°f ^CaP1^

daifl',°

___ back

Despite this due to ethnic ttioh

FresH row •nr.
fresh row has broken out over Abana:.tb^ - thc2!±.nneisbeUevedtoha^ ,crnnr 

tling fishing port in the Bakassi peninsula, the oun The meehng;is Local G° c„ laV
gateway to the Cross River estuary. This time I of officials of Akp baVC of late m- pg

around the disputing parties are two Nigenan sister I qtoss River State \ pcop^^rS^ °pi *“
states, namely Akwalbom and Cross River. 1 Abana. >uat Cross R'vcr,?*Jin d •

The quarrel over Abana by the two neighbours is ' Citizen learnt
coming six years after Akwa Ibom was carved out of the I 

I old Cross River State on August 27,1987 by the govern- I 
I ment of President Ibrahim Babangida.The first sign of ( 
ft trouble came in the twilight of last year when news 

| Citizen learnt that Cross 
& River people are falling back 
I',’ on history to support their 

claim of ownership of the terri- 
tory, over which Cameroon has 

Mi been in dispute with Nigeria for 
m decades

yie'dCa the Germ”’® 
ishandthcC £bt te |
tieman's agf tbe d't
edly ^CCfhdcrun^;vC^d

to assume con h0

.darP”
—__

brief the administrator on 
in the hands of the unrek...oun. The meeting is believed tohaveL- 
of officials of Akpabuyo Local Govci
Cross River State who have of late 
Abana.I CifizenleamtthatCrossRivcrpeopleaIB'shjp 0> 
on history to support their claim of otvb ,n disput 
territory, over which Cameroun has bey back up 
with Nigeria for decades (see mam story ■ thelate
theirargument.CrossRivcnanscitethew’or who 
traditional ruler, Archibong V. Obong of c capital of 
often referred to Abana as part of Calabar, sRjvcr 
defunct south eastern state and currently ot 
Sta te. jbe the ar*The people of Akwa Ibom, however, descr ss 1
gument as a strange one. Mr. Namso UrnOj j'nistra- 
secretary to the Akwa Ibom State military act 
tor, told Citizen in Uyo: "It is a surprise to 
Akpabuyo is now laying claim to Abana.' rrnade

Heexplained that "when theObong of Calaba 
reference to Abana as an area within Calabar, it was 
time when the mainland, now Akwa Ibom State, wa 
part of Calabar." The press secretary' declared that in 
all, the natives there (Abana) arc Oron people of Mbo j 

. extraction." Both Oron and Mbo local governments are

in Akwa Ibom.With this new twist, the struggle for Abana has 
become more complex, and the road to peace tortuous.

_________________ _________________ By Isaac Umunna 

Citizen. January 24,1994
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Shagari: ruled out war

Citizen. January 24,1994

In a lightning raid, they overran and 
annexed Ine Atabong, Abana Ntuen, 
Usak Edet, Idombi, Ndiam and Ine 

Ekoi. Two fresh operations in May and 
November paid off handsomely, with 

the annexation of six more fishing 
villages.

—
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yy- ynchallcngcd, the jubilant 
I B Camerounians thanked 

their stars and pushed 
ahead with their expansionist mis­
sion, after renaming Itung Idiabato. 
By 1981 they had become bold 
enough to kill, in mid sea, five Nige­
rian naval personnel on patrol in the 
disputed area.

When the news of the gruesome

Ironically, it was not until after 
the Nigerian civil war of 1967-1970 
that the people living in and around 
the peninsula became aware of clan­
destine moves to forcibly convert 
them into Camerounian nationals. 
Okobo people identify Itung as the 
first fishing settlement to be invaded 
and taken over by the gendarmes of 
Cameroun. The village had served 
as home for some Nigerian soldiers, 
including the late secessionist Isaac 
Boro, while the war lasted. The 
Nigerian warriors vacated the place 
at the end of the civil war and the 
Camerounians soon struck and oc­
cupied the village.

There was virtually noresistance 
td the strange development by the 
Nigerian government. Rumour 
merchants quickly cashed in on the 
situation. Before long the talk all 
over the country was that General 
Yakubu Gowon, Nigeria's head of 
state at the time, had ceded the terri­
tory to Cameroun as a reward for 
late Ahmadu Ahidjo's cooperation 
and assistance in successfully prose­
cuting the war. Curiously enough, 
the Gowon regime never bothered 
to deny the rumour.

Gowon: ceded land?

murder broke, Nigerians were en­
raged. Some called for war while 
others favoured a diplomatic ap­
proach to the issue. After consider­
ing all available options, thegovem- 
ment of Alhaji Shehu Shagari de­
cided to temper justice with mercy. 
It ruled out the war option but is­
sued an ultimatum to Cameroun to 
pay compensation for the slain sol­
diers and apologise for the dastardly 
act. Unmoved by the tough talk, the 
Camerounian government waited 
till the expiration of the ultimatum 
before sending a junior minister to 
Nigeria for discussions.

Since then the Camerounians 
have made it a point of duty to strike 
at least once every year. On Novem­
ber 7, 1981 they abducted a Nige­
rian, Mr. A.I. Makelc, detained and

tortured him for 29 months in 
Yaounde before setting him free.

On January 7 the following year, 
the gendarmes went on the offen­
sive once more. In a lightning raid, 
they overran and annexed Ine At­
abong, Abana Ntuen, Usak Edet, 
Idombi, Ndiam and Ine Ekoi. Two 
fresh operations in May and No­
vember paid off handsomely, with 
the annexation of six more fishing 
villages.

In 1983, the aggressors went 
underground, only to live up to their 
ill reputation the next year, detain­
ing and torturing a naval officer, an 
army staff sergeant and four other 
Nigerians in Yaounde.

Incensed, the no nonsense regime 
of Major General Muhammadu 
Buhari sought to tactfully bare Ni­
gerians teeth through a military 
manoeuvre code-named Operation 
Sea Dog. Although the exercise was 
abandoned midstream following 
sensational press reports, Nigeria's 
stubborn south eastern neighbour 
had correctly read the handwriting 
on the wall and so, quietly with­
drew into her shell.

For the next three years not much 
was heard of the gendarmes. But in 
August 1987, two years after Gen­
eral Ibrahim Babangida muscled out 
Buhari in a palace coup, the Camer­
ounians came out of hiding to test
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i thewatersbymolestingsomcNige-

Cross River State. Convinced that 
the coast had become clear once 
more, they became more < 
1988, abducting 50 Nigerian fisher-

A t Abana, they met with the 
I village head, leaving with 

him the message they had 
| broughtfrom Chief Joseph Atte, who 
j was then chairman of Mbo Local 
1 Government. As the messengers left 
1 Abana and headed for Onosi, they 
I were nabbed by some gendarmes, 

who immediately towed their boat 
i to Atabong. There, the Nigerians 

were beaten and handcuffed, before 
: beingtakcntoBuca.capitalofSouih j 
I West Province of Cameroon.
I For three days, the men were ; 
' tortured and starved. The Nigerian ’

men in February.
Eleven months later, the gen­

darmes dealt a heavier blow, ravag­
ing 13 settlements along the border 
and manhandling hundreds of Ni­
gerian fishermen apprehended on 
the high seas. They committed less 
atrocities in 1990, but turned on the 
heat the next year.

The major victims in 1991 were 
five community leaders from Mbo 
Local Government Area of Akwa

I Ibom State. The five men, among 
j them / ’ ' "
I younger

Inyang, a former Nigerian police 
inspector-general, had been sent to 
mobilise residents of three fishing 
ports for the impending visit of 

! President Babangida.

theBakassi Pc
erupted frob> '" 1On <’*. ’ a° 
hire andI imp upWa^rpieS- ri. 
of 200 Naira ^uda1 bCN>8 
Nigerian, by 'injury- „ resld£n

To add salt ’obta>b cOshiP 
ans are forcCdncc tbcir cart>er0Unf 
permits, ren°^nce°f 
and pledge f thc 8° b0 visits 
in the presence ,incC/ ionally-

Those who

1 Naira to transport each of the freed 
I emissariesbackhome,astheCamer- 
I oumans had refused to let go of the 
I 16-seater, 75-horse power engine 
\ boat seized from the men.
I No similar incidents were 
i ported until last year when the j 
I darmes raided the border vill<
I more frequently than in previous 
I years. This year, the Camerounians 
I resolved to strike early enough. It 

■'overnrnent Area of Akwa I was their raid of >.\uary 4 that J The five men, among I compelled the people of Okobo and 

Alovsius Okon Inyang, I Abana to rush toUyo and Calabar to 
brother of Chief Etim \ pour out their hearts to the adminis- ”a former Nigerian police I ir—----

o_____ _ I consul general in Buea” \ Danarc, in Vkom, \ the development on thc ion ' res^cnt a Convinced that \ He quickly intervened but

~^a once \ plead for three daysbefore securing

daring in \ thereleaseof thecaptives.TheNige- 
ian fisher- I rian envoy then had to spend 200 

„endarmes dealt a heavier blow, *• . „ settlements along the bor -
raVa?,\ manhandling hundred* ’

der _
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times with their lives. Some of the 
residents of Okobo who have been 
shot, drowned or beaten to death by 
the gendarmes arc Asuquo Abasi 
and Ayo Udo Esuk, both from Ekeya, 
Okobo. Others are Ukpong of 
Amamong Okobo, and his kinsmen, 
Anto Anso Anto. Two Yorubas liv­
ing in Okobo have also been killed. 
They are Monday Eba and Idowu 
Ikalc.

Kingibe: supports detente 

of the country who travel to Camer' 
nun bv sea to do business are no1 ^whenever they run into the angers.

| f^omo: abhors lawlessness 

f the affected areas to ma
people fled the scene cau: 

f sport fares.
police**1 than 438 Ogonis in I

z7 chrec separate civil disturb
- •AcrcaS^7 * k*- J y and December 1993. Ken 

As it turned lo^ a cornm*ss’°n inves
State lost their clash that 132 Ogonis retu
in the stato >n Cameron were killed b
Wiwa, ann ni //ar'
ing the n iNduka Ezeogu in Port-Ha

"•'"'- J.,!, iS1’

qually on the list of the mur­
dered is Uso Ekpcnyong 
Uso, who had the engine of 

his boat removed in the high seas by 
the gendarmes. At least 40 of his 
fishermen p.i sengers received seri­
ous wounds, while others lost their 
lives when waves overwhelmed the 
boat as it drifted aimlessly at sea

Even traders living in other parts

Tlbiey also kill each oth^l
Ethnic violence again reared its ugly 
in the waterfront areas of Port-Harcou , 

leaving hundreds of people dea 

missing
p-j he killings which started around 3am

■ day December 12 and lasted for 1 ^ycar 
-LL about the worst of its kind in thes a Qgonl 

following the restoration of peace in Ando" ^ay Orji> 
lands earlier in the year. According to Mr.s .z^uble 
a school leaver who narrowly escaped <- ea come 
started when some youths who claimed to some 
from Okrika ransacked our rooms and too wrI1
people suspected to be Ogonis. The ’\fLIar]cct".
reacted by setting fire on the Creek Road ^doni, 

The violence in no distant time sprea j„.ih of
Orugbolo and Bille waterfronts leading to 
innocent mothers and their children. T^Cokrik 
not be unconnected with accusations by th 
the Ogoni settlers arc occupying their rec 
from the sea illegally. Pauda

The state administrator, Lt. Colonc ^cn f. 
Komo who was on his way to the state ^hes 
broke out has visited the scenes of thc , condone 
warned that his "administration worn vernor Mr- 
lawlessness". The press secretary to the g inVOlvcd 
Fidelis Agbiki, appealed "to the common means 
to avoid further violence and seek const' tbem"- 
of presenting their grievances and rpS0J * _ —

W h e n 
Citizen sough1 
the views of th^ 
state police 
command, it5 
spokesman• 
deputy superin' 
tendent of pO' 
lice (DSP), Mr- 
Agberebi Ak' j 
poebi who con' I 
firmed the ind' 
dent and said I 
that although i 
no arrests have I 
been made, the I 
police have ah 
ready drafted 
anti-riot pono*' 
peace and ordc*' 
massive increa-

Ogonis

7 iMdoni, 
death of 

killing pay 
jkrika5 that 

-irfftd lands

1
Akinyemi: let "s fight back 

ji-n to the gendarmes, told of 
Camerounians thump t 

th while extorting money f 
<< ^r»rian traders. In his words:,r 

^“dannes. A trader based at Aba, mac mey are the gods o
Abia State, who recently lost 15,000^^^------------------------------
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Azikiwe: u-e must protect them 
of crude oil are believed to be buned 

beneath the territory. The pe 
apart from being very u% nce, 
marine tradeandpoliticalinflue 
is said to be the source of over r-
cent of the cravfish produced an 

ans, including cider statesn!fn' . 
Nnamdi Azikiwe, have in the pa 
condemned the inadequate Pr°*J_ 
ton for the lives and property o 1 
gerians in the disputed territory. 
People such as Professor Bolaji 
Akinycmi, a political scientist and 
former external affairs minister, are 
also known to have canvassed for 
war "if the objective cannot be 
reached unless we go to war."

But with the present government 
having virtually ruled out the use of 
force, the fate of the harassed Nige­
rians remains firmly tied to the out­
come of the fresh diplomatic initia­
tives midwifed by Nigeria. As the 
cat and mouse game goes on, the big 
question is, will General Abacha 
succeed where his predecessors 
failed?

By Isaac Umunna 
in Okobo, and Aba with Nduka 

Ezcogu in Port Harcourt

’h:xhoii"'8v?^Nlgcri.
dcQs>Vclv°.Verr"Tlcnt to Want lhe 
sOiTou y perm-in ? ac^ more 
r^uesto?k°boPeoplenJ y<?nd their 
W>ntr01 4 f°r "quick tat°r0nc'havo 
the t\r 0 fhe fishin over ot

Generel^t^th ‘ast tl.r

'3 ?-fc^S0?P5mwndani'<

'm/ienut^k 
racks.

diPlomarHcCopHoCOnfidenCC in thc 
•he failure nfPh ” ls lnf°rmed by 
niadebypasfNrV<;ral simi|ar efforts 
to solvePthe n‘8m'an8OVerr'm0nls 
series of , prohlc”'- Since 1971, 
cached on thr„Hem?nlS havc bc™ 
of "’hirh h ? ,h°rdcr disPute, none 
quarrel Ev u™ ablc ,o cnd 'he 
yearaf erth'V os,ablish™nt, a 
joint ueJn N1S°rian civil war, of a 
mitt™ rent “usultative com- 

diplomaVc been of no b°rdcr disPuto h«

l.ni>i__8.Tla n?rCameroun has been 
„ — -—«xe concessions to on- 

sure that the problem is taken care 
°f, once and for all. Large quantities

One°fth^hingvil, —

A A a>Plomatic mn7 Urry of
I a‘ed by Nigeria Fore ” ‘nili' 

minister, Alhaii Baba"8" '’,fairs 
who visited Camerounna Kj.ngibc

I day, January 6. Seven ri °n Thurs- 
gesture was reciprocal a‘Cr the

; Camerounian counterpan R^' 
! mg the Visiting envoy wi, ?^01'"
I a special message from P?r“U8hl 
i Paul Biya, the heaSdo^Xte cS'dCnt 
JAbacha, assured thatX^J 
i ke intensified to seek a g” *

solution to the problem
| announced that a j- a 0 
I 'TOuld •» up to look intone
! ^^^’^^ometrelong Alling to mZ

I Although they are against the re-
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The actions of the Camer­
ounian gendarmes against us 
include Imposition and force­
ful collection of taxes of 3,000 

francs per person, resident per­
mit of 22,000 francs per person, 
and arbitrary boat registration 

fees; Forced labour, using us 
forcefully to cut grasses where 

they live, wash their toilets, 
build houses for them, etc; Us­
ing military boats to deprive us 
from fishing where we should 

fish and catch crayfish;

tT*! px | here are more than 27 fishing settlements in the 
1 I arca occupied by Okobo and other Nigerians

L doing the business of fishing and trading. Our 
great grand fathers wore Nigerians who founded and 
lived in the fishing settlements from very ancient times.

The British and German colonialists came to meet 
our fathers and other Nigerians living in these fishing 
villages. During the Nigerian civil war, late soldier Isaac 
Boro and Nigerian soldiers lived in one of the fishing 
villages called hung. But after the war, the Nigerian 
soldiers vacated the said fishing villages and later 
Camerounian authorities sent their gendarmes to live 
there and worry us. So far, they have established the 
following: (i) Changed thenamcof ltungtoldiabato;(ii) 
Built a primary school; (iii) Built a secondary school; (iv) 
Built a hospital; (v) A district officer and office.

Although the governments of Nigeria, our country, 
have neglected us for so many years now, each fishing 
village has a village head and governs with a council in 
order to maintain law and order. They do not receive 
any salary. The actions of the Camerounian gendarmes^

Citizen, January 24, 1994 ~~
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OEwto® people’s
Being excerpts of the Save Our Souls letter to the government by Okobo people 

resident in Atabong, one of the fishing settlements annexed by Cameroun
against us for so 
many years nowand 
which we have been 
complaining to our 
governments in­
cluded: (i) Force­
fully compelling us 
to recognise their 
government control 
of the Nigerian fish­
ing villages which 
are not on Camer­
ounian land but Ni­
gerian land; (li) 
Imposition and 
forceful collection of 
taxes of 3,000 francs per person, resident permit of 
22,000 francs per person, and arbitrary boat registration 
fees; (iii) Forced labour, using us forcefully to cut 
grasses where they live, wash their toilets, build houses 
for them, etc; (iv) Using military boats to deprive us 
from fishing where we should fish and catch crayfish;
(v) Removal of outboard engines from fishing canoes in 
the high sea and thereafter collecting 7,000-10,000 Naira 
before releasing the engines; (vi) Using their military 
ships to destroy our canoes, engines and fishing equip­
ment in the high seas; (vii) Killing of our lnnOcent 
fishermen by submerging their boats and sometimes 
shooting people to death; (viii) Forceful collection of 
100-500 Nmra per passenger in canoes coming into and 
leaving the fishing villages, as well as 1,000-1 000 Naira 
per passenger; (ix) Forceful removal of trading items 
from passengers in the area, and beatings; (x) Imposi­
tion of their education and language on our children?^) 
incessantoye^nnmgofourf.sh.n^,,!! ual 
harassment and abuse of our wives
. /7LemmpOn?faP^lin8 '° th<? Akwa >bom and 
federal government for: (a) Immediate relief and reha- 
b l^The Atatone? w'al rCqUCS,s: «> E(f«tivc con- 
™'°‘ vdlaeesUiifN 8 Nigerian

secondary school, a modem hosnitf 'd°?
officeandadministrabon.militarvbase' d,Str,ct ° ' 
army. Adult education centres^th 
fishermen and women who ca n nit roa d
Recognition of heads of the f.Xg^tdemX M 
Regular assistance to the fishermenf(v) Qmc talJng
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>uld champion 
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\ industrialisation of the region. He \ ^copin'0"‘^jaSS155 carry f° of the I
I accused those who benefited im- I wcrcn'OrC fo$cd ‘ ; r>st’f'C knS t° I

• | mensely from the foresight of Gamji I " has ra,dlding „ fJ’S60„roach 
ofnotpayingbacktheirduesthrough I ® nation ' <j otlheir apP . mji I 
the expansion and consolidation of I r C ciiS'n ,.-crthat c,.q |
what they inherited from the Gamji. I _rccnt conScn ad^ ^cOpsCa ~ I

In his own contribution to the I nation^ *sS rrionS ° tioO5' I 
| occasion, Alhaji Jamilu Gwamna, I j all his a ntnl,u <a , I 
I who is also the president of the I ^is o's'n T/ontaS° ublisher ° I 
I National Gamp Association, called I tjasSan Sanl .a and P j that no
• for caution in Nigeria's approach to I R‘,jn Konta^01 -nC, <daiinvCr asce!\ 
I constitutional and national issues. I j_jotHne n'ia^a?->r cou^ Cr-eh'icr’.

He argued that Nigerians should I Nigerian lca *7 t^e late P c|aitning
I not let sectional and sectoral inter- I ‘hVLraSun«^"^d«'akefOr 

ests shape and determine their out- for a wo«lu
stateo ma ..... ..w look to nation building. He was of lhat a unite* whc
flowed all shades of opin- the opinion that nation building isa uniled Nig balcar A f Sokot<

• ' tough, tedious and painful process Aihap At« 5ultan o
but that after the initial shaky steps, represented DasUld a ..haSth
the glorious dawn will come. 'de Alhaji Ibrah atthc north5 e<
statedthatwhilethenorthisnc I sfonstate could ^intc

. of constitutional confer I inadership cnorth

I . astweek.theNationalGamfi i (
I g MemorialCluborganisedits I i
I WllOthnationalGamjiWcekto I 
1 commemorate the assassination of I 
1 (he first and only premier of the I 
I north, Alhaji Sir Ahmadu Bello, I 
I Sariiaim"’ Sokoto. 1
I ” justice Mamman Nasir, Gala- 
I diman Katsina and a former presi- 
I dent of the federal court of appeal, 
1 presided over proceedings. In his 
I onening address, he appealed for
I calmness and rationali tyin approach I the expansion and consolidation of 
I t0 national issues in the true spirit of 
! theGamji.Hestatedthatratherthan 
i concentrate on selfish interests,
1 Nigerians should focus more on 
I factors that integrated and bound 
t them together over the years.

Gamji (nicknameof the premier), i wre>uuiuuiwi unu hukivh
■ iustice Nasir said would never had ; He argued that Nigeria: 
l allowed parochial sentiments to be- I ar.n»t s~-Hnnal and sect 
I cloud his sense of national aspira- ! i
I hons. He stated that in his times, the ( 
I premier al,.”•---- • ,
I [ons to flourish and blossom, and , 
I that no part of the country was I 
I eaeged or criticised tor its views. I

Furthermore, the premier, he said ' 
drew all and sundry tohim whether 
Christian or muslim. lustice^Nasir 

pS^tbA^sof 
PXe^ad^emsp^

time northern intere:

the glorious dawn will come. He Alha)l lbra» hcnorth5 2 
stated that while the north is neither stated*.^ adeq
afraid of the constitutional confe I leadership crVCnorth 
encenorthebreakupofthccountry 1 prolcctand P

I it however preferred a united j. \ ests.

pirations of the black man

anv time northern mterc^-j—---------------- - ■

north for cowardice.
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Colours and carnival as 88 
year old Oba Emmanuel 
Adegboyega ascends the 

throne of Ibadan land L

NIGERIA ______
Ibadan

~B badan. Sprawling city, hooked 
H between the hills of Mapo and 

J-Lthe hustle and bustle of Dugbe. 
Themodemity of new Bodija sharply 
contrasts with the slums of Becre 
and Oje, yet the modern and the 
ancient all blend together to ever 
replay John Pepper Clark's descrip­
tion of Ibadan as being "like a bro­
ken china in the sun "

Penultimate Friday, thccity came 
alive again, after the new year fes­
tivities, as a new Olubadan of Ibadan, 
Oba Emmanuel Adegboyega Oper- 
inde I ascended the throne as the 
38th Olubadan of Ibadan. At age 88 
and a life experience that spanned 
combat experience in the second 
world war, Oba Operinde is another 
prototype of past Olubadans. Grey 
hairs, backs that arc bent from the 
weight of age, wrinkled facial 
muscles have over the years re­
mained the curriculum vitae of men 
on whose shoulders the Ibadan 
mantle of leadership falls each time 
an incumbent joins his ancestors.

Despite this, it was an occasion 
for every Ibadan indigene to cele­
brate. From all walks of life, they 
thronged the ancient city, and from 
dawn todusk the talking drums with 
its value-loaded beats and the bat a 
with its tempo beats rented the air 
throwing every resident into a car­
nival mood. So ecstatic were the 
people that the Oba's convoy had to 
force its way through the crowd on 
its way from Kudcti where a church 
service was held in his honour.

The colourful event was also a 
gathering ofwho is who in thecoun-
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'A
The new Olubadan

try. Major-General Ishaya Bakut led 
a federal government delegation 
which included Elder Wole Oyelese, 
minister of state, mines and power. 
Military administrators of Ogun, 
Ondo, Osun and Lagos states also 
joined their Oyo counterpart who 
presented the staff of office to Oba 
Adegboyega. Traditional rulers like 
the Ooni of Ife, Oba Okunade 
Sijuwade, Emir of Kano, Alhaji Ado 
Bayero, Emir of Zana, Alhaji Shehu 
Idris, Owa Obokun of Ijeshaland, Oba 
Adckunle Aromolaran, Ataoja of 
Oshogbo, Oba Oyewale Matanmi, 
Soun of Ogboniosho, Oba Oyewunmi 
Ajajingbade, the Akangbo of 
Remoland, Oba Adeniyi Sonariwo 
and Alaye of Efon Alaye were all in 
attendance. Six former governors of 
Oyo State, Major General Adeyinka 
Adebayo (rtd), Brigadier General 
Oluwole Rohmi, Vice Admiral Akin 
Aduwo (rtd), Brigadier General 
Sesaenia Oresanya, Chief Bola Ige 
and Dr. Victor Olunloyo were also 
in attendance. As Navy Captain . 
Adetoye Sode, decked in his naval 
ceremonial oytfit presented the new 
Olubadan with the staff of office, the 
administrator also automatically 
declared the Oba elect the chairman 
of the Oyo State council of Obas.

Theadministrator'sappointmcnt 
of Oba Adegboyega as the chairman 
of the council of Chiefs followed the 
resignation, late last year of Oba 
Lamidi Adeyemi, the Alaafin of Oyo 
as chairman. Though the then civil­
ian governor of Oyo State, Chief

Kolapo Ishola claimed that the 
Alaafin's tenure was over. Citizen 
gathered that themoves being made 
by the Alaafin were all geared to­
wards retaining the chairmanship, 
bearing in mind historical and tradi­
tional antecedents. Also the con­
spicuous absence of the Alaafin at 
the occasion further helped to fuel 
the rumours that the Oyo king is 
bracing up for a tussle reminiscent 
of the Alaafin versus Oom crisis'which 
only abated when General 
Babangida created the new Osun 
State thus shifting Ooni s power base.

Citizen however, learnt that Oba 
Sijuwadc is not hiding his support 
for the new Olubadan. Not only did 
the Ooni use his influence to invite 
traditional rulers from the north and 
the west to the event, a posh Mer­
cedes Benz car was also given to the 
new Olubadan as a gift. The admin­
istrator has tried to douse the loom­
ing tension. Said he, "the council 
chairmanship must not be subjected 
to statute as it is clear, unambiguous 
and inescapable," hence reaffirm­
ing the inviolability of the policy 
that has now put the new Olubadan 
on the chairmanship post. The new 
Olubadan has also refused to be 
drawn into the controversy early in 
his reign. His son, Prince Adeyemi 
Adeyemo told Citizen that the Alaafin 
must have reasons for his absence at 
the coronation, refusing to link it 
with the chairmanship tussle.

Advising the traditional council 
on how to justify the pronounce­
ment, Navy Captain Sode said, 
"traditional rulers should shun acri­
mony and accord one another re­
spect to ensure peace and dignity of 
the institution. The traditional re­
spect and prestige cannot be se­
cured for the Obas in an atmosphere 
devoid of mutual respect for each 
other and among the Obas them­
selves."

Oba Adegboyega a started the 
journey to the throne in 1953 when 
he was appointed Mogaji of the Op­
erinde family and rose gradually 
through the 23 rungs of the promo­
tion ladder to become the Olubadan.

By Titiloye Amzat in Ibadan
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community where 
and understanding 
ethnic value systems 
a ted, respected and or, 
understood. As a matter o* , 
even seem to strongly resist eacn 
other's value systems to sue 
extent that, in reality, endangers 
existence of Nigerian nationality.

It is strongly believed that this 
type of in ter cu 1 rural frictions are the 
main underlaying reasons for the 
demise of both the First and Second 
Republics and which today seem to 
have stunted the continuous growth 
of the Third Republic. Therefore, 
unless these factors are fully ad­
dressed and reconciled, then it may 
not be possible for the Fourth Re­
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« .5 mue that tt is not only ln 
I Nigeria that national issues are sub- 
'""■J to widespread debate and 

i disagreements. However, theunfor- 
tuna tecase with our own situation is 
the perceptible negativity with our 
own nationalbrandof discourse and 
disagreements that tend to even 
bring into question the Nigerian 
nationhood with the concomitant 
breeding of adverse individualism 
as one of its main spillovers, apart 
from the deeper emphasis it places 
on our old and existing suspicions 
fueUed by ethnicity, tribalism, sec-

Impendence and h eVer since 
bro“Ehtabou‘by?he^ey°nd are 

| or the eemplete lack of" absence- 
consensus on certain 3 national 
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solutions to the.The problem

witMn thX°U,Stand,nK P™ble-n wifh'n the Nigenan society today, 
sieued from some angles.'wouid 
certamly be the apparent resolve, by 
almost all our socio-cultural compo- 
nents, to disagree on almost all na­
tional socio-political and economic 
issues facing the Nigerian state.

There is open and negative dis­
agreement on the issue of leader­
ship that now tends to give Nigeria 
a reflection of a nation in disorder 
and suffering from a chronic leader- 

I ship crisis. As a people, we are yet to 
I accept fully and naturally the popu- 
I lation figures representing the sizes 

of our various national component 
groups. We are on record »c’’ —

al o --.—5* wment o\
the method for the distribution of 
our nationally accruing disbursable 
resources, on the quantity that 
should go to the various competing 
communities and even on the crite­
ria determining the quantity and the 
methodology. As a matter of fact, as 
a people, we even engage in similar 
disagreement over such straightfor­
ward issues like defence and na­
tional security.

-______________ II The most far-reaching spate of 
I our national discord, apart, from that 
I of leadership, is that which currently 
I centresontheeconomy.Theillhealth 

of the economy, has brought such 
questions as to which section of the 
country and or which persons are 
the culprits and scapegoats to be 
held responsible for such ill health.

The initial confusion, that at­
tended the introduction of the mili­
tary policy of Structural Adjustment 
Programme SAP did not help mat­
ters. This is notwithstanding the fact 
that it may be one of the few national 
issues upon which widespread and 
public agreement exist over its de­
sirability or not, and whether or not 
to lend it credence and national 

j support. i
There is such a varying degree of 

attitude and such random aggregate 
contributions to this economic pol­
icy that tends to suffocate its most 
central objective of instilling upon 
the nation a healthy economic and 
financial discipline, especially in 
public spending, thereby superim­
posing its more unpalatable and^ 
harsher aspects upon the national 
economy and on the people gener­
ally.

It is true that it is
are on record as bo nne I fV.geri 

long staying disa!rr«,~,„_. S l^ted 
e method for ■Premont over di
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firm guarantees, seek to understand 
and to be educated in the set of val­
ues and aspirations that are dear to 
each other. We would blend such a 
multitude into a single whole with­
out loosing sight of each of our so­
cio-cultural identities and our com­
monnationality and then find a foot­
hold to forge ahead appreciating, 
understanding and respecting each 
other's value systems.

Such guarantees would also af­
ford the nation the opportunity of 
understanding some of the deep- 
seated opinions held by our various 
communities, the reasons for the 
holding of such opinions and possi­
bly succeed in dismantling some of 
the stereo-types held of each other 
between and amongst our various 
ethno/cultural communities. It 
would also accord us an opportu­
nity to understand the internal dy­
namics of our various communities 
and to harness the potential of our 
various peoples for the benefit of the 
nation as a whole and for the com­
mon good.

At the successful achievement of 
these set of inter ethno/cultural 
guarantees, it would then be much 
easier to approach such volatile 
national issues like our national 
leadership, the economy, distribu­
tion of federally accrued revenues 
and resources and other such re­
lated issues of national importance.

Furthermore, the immediate by­
product of such inter ethno/cultural 
guarantees and agreements would, 
certainly, be the natural emergence 
and theestablishmentof mutual con­
sensus amongst our people.

Such a national consensus will, 
surely, constitute the main cement­
ing factor that will henceforth bind 
our peoples together just like other 
nations in the developed world have 
had to do to arrive at their current 
state of socio-economic, political and 
technological advancement.

carried beyond the pure and mun­
dane academic frontiers to that of a 
general public participation of such 
community leaders, elder states­
men, representatives of all our 
ethno/cultural groupings, religious 
leaders and other special interest 
groups that constitute our larger 
national community.

Thefollowing summary, though 
by no means exhaustive enough, 
may serve as a typical list of the 
composition for such a national fo­
rum, traditional rulers/community 
leaders, elder statesmen. National 
leaders of thought, elected and 
nominated people's representatives, 
religious-leaders, the armed forces, 
the police, representatives of the 
academia, special interest groups: 
labour, youths and women organi­
sations.

Apart from sporadic inter-sec­
tional discussions, at one time or 
the other, between or amongst our 
various communities and few low 
scale' and narrower versions of na­
tional discussions, sponsored by 
various administrations, we have 
never had a far reaching review, in 
the real sense, of our polity at any 
time in the past, thereby creating 
the current polarisation of views 
amongst our various ethno/cultural 
communities.

It should be noted that the sole 
and clear objective of the type of 
dialogue being suggested here 
would be the eventual establish­
ment of very firm and irrevocable 
inter ethno/cultural agreements 
and guarantees that will henceforth 
form the basis of our nationality. 
Establishment of inter-ethno/cul- 
tural agreements

A direct outcome and product of 
the dialogue envisaged above 
would be the establishment of firm 
and irrevocable agreements and 
guarantees amongst and between 
our various ethno/cultural group­
ings and which will, in the future, 
ensure the total elimination of any 
forms of socio-cultural and political 
antagonisms that are the subject of 
concern in today's Nigeria.

We would, as a result of these

public, with democracy and civilian 
leadership as envisaged in the ad- 

atll"fMSaadOfState',Oen,^e 
Indeed theseundcrlyingfrictions 

created somuch bad blood amongst 
our people after the demise of the 
First Pepubhc, and a carry-over from 
the bitter politics of the pre-inde- 
pendence and the post-independ­
ence era, that resulted in the bloody 
three year civil war witnessed by 
Nigerians.

In order to, therefore, proceed as 
effectively as possible on the path 
towards a national consensus it 
would firstbenecessary toachievea 
national reconciliation amongst all 
our various ethno/cultural nation- 
alities that constitute the Nigerian 
state. And it is common knowledge 
that, in order to achieve reconcili­
ation, meaningful dialogue must 
first take place.
Creation of dialogue

The commitment of the head of 
State to a constitutional conference 
at thisstageof our national develop- 
mentisnotonly timely buta virtual 
necessity since it would appear we 
would otherwise be headed to an 
abyss as a nation state that claims 
one polity and a single administra­
tive structure with oneconstitutional 
framework that is uniform na-

I tionwide.
The type of dialogue being sug­

gested here must be understood to • 
mean such a dialogue that will be 
created, and sustained, through the 
establishment of a formal conven­
tional forum, created by a federal 
authority for that purpose, at which 
all would bare their inner thoughts 
and aspirations in the great debate 
that will surely and truly address 
the national question.

It is noteworthy that, recently 
government came very close to 
addressing this issue when it con­
vened the rather very academic fo­
rum that considered the national 
question.

However, for the dialogue being 
envisaged here to succeed it must be
Citizen, January 24,1994
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arc reams of letter headed papers of 1 *j 
the federal ministries of communi- 1 
cations, health, agriculture, water 1

i resources and rural development, 1
1 industries, information and culture 1
1 and finance and economic develop- I 
1 ment. The export promotion coun- I 
1 dl, defence and trade ministries were 
I also not left out. Identity cards of 
1 various ministries, customs and im- 
I migration departfhents and print- 
I ing plates of the various federal 
I ministries were also found on him.
I According to a statement signed by
I Lagos State commissioner of police, I 

Mr. James Danbaba, "It is believed 
that the impostor is using the van-

I OUS documents and passport no I 
only to obtain visa dubiously from | 
embassies but also to obtain money 

I or goods from people under false 

| PrC-0?e command imagemaker, Isaac 
told the press

I Akinmo;
thatEdc 

I tenant < 
I karim, a doctor,_

By Akinye‘6 Muko
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\ eratvoris, Lagos State 1 \
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I stTuggles to live up to \ I 
I expectations H
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1 in the country. Yet he is a master 11
1 impersonator, specialist in forgery 1 1
1 and very fast with his fingers. 1 1
1 Acting on a tip-off, the police 1 1
1 raided the Oko-Oba residence of Ede 1 1
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1 passports, one Niger Republic inter- 1 tde‘ cmaker fuTtne I Wecktl'a
1 national passport, six different types 1 neral. The irna® nitudeoftde I and nava
1 of rubber stamps and a consular seal. 1 Revealed that the rnb cdaS mor I bigsource1
1 Also recovered from the "419 chief" 1 _ruvitiescannotbei jay.Hi I police, C1
'---------------------------- -- ------------ ‘ ' Stswergeev^^jAtonrriO. ' P- - - «

yede, is m “ encouuterc^
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Administrators of the 
Nigeria Postal Service, 

NIPOST admits the 
presence of obstacles in 
the ways of postal serv­
ices but promises effi­

ciency in the years ahead

ffnwips

Zome: ineptitude? 
will be maintained and delivered 
safely, speedily and intact." The 
pledge, ostensibly aimed at restor­
ing public confidence in NIPOST 
could not have come at a more aus­
picious time.

Recently, the department came 
under a spate of attack on its serv­
ices which many NIPOST watchers 
believe is below publicexpecta tions. 
Then, the issues were unduly late 
delivery of mails and mail pilfering, 
which indeed at a time assumed a 
frightening proportion. However, 
the suspension early this month of 
Mr. Nathaniel Zome, post master­

pet,000 people as prescribed by the 
Universal Postal Union, UPU.

However, if there was a problem 
that routinely upsets postal services 
in the country and gives operators a 
nightmare, it is the logistic of trans­
portation. And the minister was not 
oblivious of this. While road and sea 
transports were still under devel­
oped, "air transportation, which is 
the quickest means of moving mails 
worldwide is quite irregular and 
most unreliable in the African re­
gion," said Alhaji Rimi.

But these challenges and con­
straints, according to Mr. Joshua 
Bamigbele, acting post master-gen­
eral and NIPOST chief executive, 
"call for a serious rededication to 
work on the part of the entire 
(NIPOST) staff. The sacred nature of 
all items entrusted to us in the post

he Nigerian Postal Services, 
NIPOST last Tuesday cele­
brated the 13th anniversary 

of the Pan-African Postal Union, 
PAPU Day.But theceremony, which 
drew a fairly large audience inside 
the tastefully furnished auditorium 
of the Nigerian Telecommunications 
Limited, NITEL Training School, 
Oshodi-Lagos, was virtually devoid 
of self-adulation that was the trade­
mark at similar celebrations by 
government departments.

Instead, NIPOST administrators 
seized the opportunity to X-ray the 
state of the Nigerian postal service, 
identify the constraints militating 
against satisfactory performance, 
and restore people's faith on the role 
of post in development. This, ac­
cording to Alhaji Muhammadu 
Abubakar Rimi, minister of com­
munications, were the raison d'etre 
of the annual PAPU Day.

The minister, whose speech was 
read by Alhaji Abdul Talib S. Umar, 
director-general in the ministry, ad­
mitted that government was "not 
unaware of the enormous problems 
facing the postal system in Nigeria." 
For instance, in the operational area, 
Nigerian and many African nations 
were yet to meet the international 
standard of one postal establishment

By Moyo Akoshile |
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general and several other top execu­
tives, over allegation of ineptitude 
has brought to public glare a prob­
able reason for the delay in payment 
of two months staff salaries late last
year.

Although, Mr. Bamigbe prom­
ised last week that staff salaries and 
benefits "will from now be paid as 
and when due," employees how­
ever expressed fear that it was not all 
that easy. Comrade Raji Lawai, presi­
dent of the National Union of Postal 
and Telecommunications Employ­
ees, NUPTE told Citizen that 
"NIPOST can't generate enough 
money to pay salaries." He blamed 
the government for the two months 
salary arrears owed staff last year 
arguing that NIPOST was granted 
autonomy without the collateral 
take-off for recurrent expenditures.

Comrade Lawai disclosed that 
NUPTE has refused to react to the 
recent development within NIPOST 
because "the union does not have 

‘ enough facts on it." What is of upper 
most concern to NUPTE, he said, 
was employees benefits and excel­
lent service to the nation. But the axe 
of retrenchment is dangling over 
many employees of the department. 
Citizen was reliably informed that 
although the list was still being re­
viewed, the axe would likely fall in 
February.

Already, about 11 million Naira 
has been paid out as gratuities to 
more than 320 employees who have 
been retrenched in recent years for 
various reasons. But those to be 
purged in the planned exercise, 
Citizen gathered, will include "all 
those whose records of service in 
NIPOST does not justify their reten­
tion in the department."

Expectedly, the retrenchment 
fever has gripped many top officials 
who, Citizen learnt, may be swept 
away. But junior employees last 
week appeared not to have got the 
hint about the impending purge. "If 
this will, however, rid the depart­
men t of ba d eggs or dead woods and 
improve efficiency," said a top offi­
cial of NIPOST, "then let the axe 
fall."
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wiring. Others who spoke to Citizen ' 
I on the matter blamed the trouble on 
I the shoddy nature of the work done 
I by the contractors who handled the 
I project. Yet another theory suggested 
I thai there might have been sabo- 
\ tage. This line of thinking dismissed 
I other possibilities and pointed out 
I that overloading or shoddy work 
I would have manifested much ear- 
I lier than now.
I The NPC's spokesman could not 
I be reached for the official version of 
I the events before going to press.I As speculations on the issue 
I continued, the committee set-up to 
I unravel the mystery was billed to 
| submit its report by Wednesday last 
I week.Whatever its findings may be, 
I it is not likely to change the fact that 

work at the NPC's computer centre 
1 will remain suspended for some-
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i Waiting Sorting. ^^sas==ss== \ A near fire outbreak at the Nat; Max

sion's computer centre in LaRo dtlal POpill
in c.„„,"

W ""I y W office from where h^ I 
I had just commissioned a new filling 
I station within his commission's j 
I premises, Chris Ugokwe chairman, 
I National Population Commission 
I looked pensive and subdued. Other I , 

senior officers of the commission I 
who attended the ceremony did not 
look cheerful either in spite of the 
just commissioned filling station, 
designed to fuel the commission's I 
official vehicles at its Surulere head­
quarters in Lagos. I

The unease among the NPC top 
shots, Cilizeninvestigationsrevealed 
mighthavelesstodowith thehighly 
inflammable liquid in their back- I 
yard than with the near fire out­
break at the commission's multi­
million Naira computer centre. The 
incident which sent shivers down 

I thespineofmanyinthecensusbody 
I would have meant the loss of sev- 
1 eral million Naira's worth of com- 
1 puter equipments and some of the 
I data gathered via the 1991 census 
1 exercise.

In addition to being one of the 
seven data processing centres, of the 
NPC, the nearly burnt computer 
centre houses the central computer 
network into which all the other six 
DPC's are linked. The implication of 
a fire outbreak at the Lagos centre is 
therefore obvious as such an inci­
dent will raise doubt about obtain­
ing any final census result or data at 
all.

Insiders revealed to Citizen that 
the near disaster was noticed as staff 
of the centre reported for duty on 
Monday January 3,1994. What was 
initially thought to be a problem 
affecting only some of the electricity 
lines to which the computer ma­
chines are hooked turned out to be 
more than that. It was eventually 
discovered that the centre's fuse box

.______  , cen“-UgoK”- js again 
time to come- ^fOncd°1’. firing 
could only bec°tt' gro0*'
aftertheentireu" eCJ. first
ot the centre is rcc ;5 n°t ^pC i" This recent case (he N 
hiccup experience.^ rher 
its computer seen of " jons 
earlier reports ^fferent^J^tre. 
computerontwod theatthelbadanDataProces

For now, it is ^ill 

result of the 1991 ce^- data,
nets and other users o , nOt the
it is that final result Our
provisional one that i$ re-
sources indicate that estates
cent incident, data entry oUjd be 
covered by the centre, 
completed in two weeks. has

Twice so far the commu 
breached its own deadlm j
release of the all-importa5’. 

j result. On a visit to the late 5i ; 
tokunboh Ademola who wa , 
time census boss, the present c 
man spoke of the likelihood o 
release of the final results m w 
months. That visit was in October 
1992 which means that the deadline 
expired in August 1993. Breach of 
that deadline was hardly surprising 
since the commission found it diffi­
cult to secure the303million Naira it 
^id it needed to complete the job 
and embark on its vital registration 
project.

Although the commission even­
tually got the money at the tail end 
° late last year, there is nc indica­
tion of when the result will finally 

the tight of the day.
—----------------- By our Correspondent

Citizen, January 24,1994
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Standing ugly, costly and empty

BUSINESS & ECONOMY —
Gas
®si®& ■£© square one
The Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation scraps its 
control of gas cylinder procurement and throws it open 

once again
"T psi or users of domestic gas, it is 
|V| 1 a tale of win one, lose one. 

J L Even as they are grinning 
over the marginal drop in the prices 
of cooking gas, those of cylinders 
continue on their climb upwards, no 
thanks to the recent decision by the 
Nigerian National Petroleum Cor­
poration (NNPC) to once again 
throw open the procurement and 
marketing of the containers.

By last week, the price of the 12.5 
kilogramme size, commonly used in 
domestic cooking, had crashed from 
400 Naira it sold during the last 
Christmas and New Year season to 
300 Naira. But the gain here is rubbed 
off for those intending to join the 
cooking gas club: they will be pay­
ing more for cylinders,’mainly cour­
tesy NNPC's rethink last month of 
its regulation policy of the gas cylin­
der business. Already, the effect of 
the corporation's move is becoming 
evident in the gas market as a 12.5 
kilogramme cylinder procured and 
being marketed by Total Nigeria Pic 
sold for 1,700 Naira last week. This 
amount represents a 200 Naira in­
crease from the amount buyers paid 
for it last month.

NNPC's backtracking on its long­
standing decision tobe the sole regu­
lator of cylinder procurement and 
marketing would appear an official 
admission of the failure of its bu- 
tamisation programme, at least as 
regards availability of cooking gas 
and cylinders at affordable prices. 
By the programme, the NNPC seeks 
to bring gas "to every home in Nige­
ria" by laying a network of gas pipe­
lines, build storage tanks, standard­
ise cylinder regulators and subsi­
dise gas and its cylinder prices. But 
the programme has failed to live up

Citizen, January 24, 1994

to the expectations of its authors, as 
admitted by the corporation in a 
publication released last year. Ten 
years after the butamisation pro­
gramme was thought up, the gas 
pipeline network is far from being 
completed and enough storage tanks 
have not been built.

But it was apparently the abuse 
suffered by the last two objectives of 
the programme that informed the 
NNPC's recent move to deregulate 
the gas business. For the past one 
year, the cost of refilling the various 
cylinder sizes have been recording 
over a 800 per cent increase beyond 
official prices. By last December, the 
small five kilogramme cylinder 
which officially should not sell be­
yond 18 Naira sold for 90 Naira.The 
12.5 kilogramme standard size 
which official price the petroleum 
and mineral resources minister,

Etiebet: who benefits?
Chief Don Etiebet last month listed 
at 25 Naira, went for 400 Naira in 
retail shops. Major marketers of the 
product like Total Nigeria Pic, 
Unipetrol and Agip sold the size for 
100 Naira. They, howeve, did not 
and still do not always have the 
product for sale at their filling sta­
tions.

The plight of gas consumers in 
buying new cylinders is worse: they 
must pay through their nose to get 

one. And this was what 
NNPC officials fQund 
offensive as it repre­
sented a complete nega­
tion of the corporation's 
efforts to ease gas 
consumption. Citizen 
gathered at the Victoria 
Island office of the Pipe­
line and Products Mar­
keting Company
(PPMCO), the corpora­
tion's subsidiary
charged with the cook­
ing gas business that the 
official price placed on a 
12.5 kilogramme cylin­
der was 200 Naira, even 
though the company 
was sourcing one cylin­
der at 800 Naira. The 600 
Naira difference was the 
subsidy sacrifice the
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ByTayo Odunlami

Citizen, January 24,1994

With the deregu­
lation of the policy 

on the gas busi­
ness, the major 

marketers are once 
again in the cylin­
der procurement 

and marketing pic­
ture

ac^tO'

na«cV 
I bility 

both '

Oyibo: middlemen as culprits?

uting to the astronomical rise in the 
prices of the commodity. Mr. Leke 
Afolabi, a supervisor with NO- 
CHEM said average independent 
marketers lacked marketing and 
distribution facilities, expertise and 
sincerity at the disposal of the major 
ones.

refurbishment of old and disused 
gas cylinders. The fund, scheduled 
to be in place by the last quarter of 
this year, covers over a million cyl­
inders in the first instance. Contri­
bution to the fund would be through 
additional margin on the original 
cost of gas. The margin would be 
deducted and transferred to the re­
furbishment fund by gas marketers 
such as Total Nigeria Pic, Mobil and 
Unipetrol. With marketers passing 
the margin on to buyers, the impli­
cation looks another burden. Or does 
it?

y? *yT V deregulation of 
lA/ the policy on the gas 

business, the major mar­
keters are once again in the cylinder 
procurement and marketing picture. 
Total Nigeria Plcis already back with 
its own cylinder, with its orange 
colour predominating. The price of 
its 12.5 kilogramme size was 1,700 
Naira by last week. There are indica­
tions that prices would continue to 
go up as they are now completely 
left to the dictates of market forces. 
With the scarcity of the product still 
prevalent, the scenario of supply not 
meeting demands portends a fright­
ening picture.

To worsen matters, the manufac­
turing companies are planning to 
start exporting gas cylinders to the 
West African sub-region very soon, 
as confirmed to Citizen by an official 
of MIDGAS. According to the offi­
cial, this plan is aimed at sourcing 
foreign exchange as well as contrib­
uting to the export potentials of 
Nigeria. On whether export of cylin­
der would not affect local demand 
considering the present situation, he 
asserted there had never been in­
adequate supply of cylinders to the 
PPMC. "Rather, distribution was

BUSINESS & ECONg^ 
sabotaged along the line, heina 

tained. , . „ „,ill also
NNPC's deregu'abon^

afford major m^®tbeen harping 
one lapse they have
upon since the heyday,* Unders to 
lation: refurbishing preventaccidents as weUasmcrease 
thenumberinuse.Oke e ..
cised NNPC's rcgulatl°”fP,viinY 
along safety lines, saying *a‘cy“" 
ders were Ug overused and not 

recalled for refurbishing- ,
ger here, according to him is the leak 
rust and other corrosion elements 
could cause to the cylinders, 
process of using such cy m 
explosion could occur.

Apian now on board atthe
would gladden Okeke's heart, e 
corporation intends to establis e « 
multi-million Naira fund for t e

Jy^%t-ia^der'vas 
^cy^o^c0S0N âcd thatNNPC's 

!'5 ^gatlLardise cylinder

who for years 
ct 1 Jaf^ring theresponsi- 

,r °‘L^hooldc"amarketing 
procun’18 cooking gas 

' °iinderS an^rioustrademarks 
—- ^rferthetf^Xiator heads. 
i‘s^fUTifferent rafstatldardise the 
and d>sfdccision toatcrcfore con. 

dernned to d*® marketers whose 
ment of so m Y conform with 
regulatortfact the immediate for- 
ppMC's. ^ct'dircctor of the Na. 
mcr Trm fnd Chemical Marketing 

rHEM) Pic, Mr- Okckc conv 
lN°CH of the enormous loss NO- 
CHEM incurred because of the stan­
dardisation policy.

NOCHEM eventually had to 
wash its hand off the gas business so 
as to stave off further losses. Watch­
ers of the gas market attributed the 
apathy of the major marketers in the 
distribution of cylinders as contrib-
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' BUSINESS BRIEFS

from 8.8 billion Naira in 
1988 to more than 32 bil­
lion Naira in 1992.

By Tola Sunday

A Icatcl Kabelmetal 
./^Nigeria I’lc, Nige­
ria's major manufacturer 
r

April, 1981 as an 
assistant invest­

ment executive and rose 
subsequently through the 
ranks to the position of 
general manager (opera­
tions) in April, 1993. He 
was appointed acting 
managing director in May, 
1993 when the position be­
came vacant.

Malam Ibrahim holds 
degree in economics 
(19790 from the Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria, 
and had attended various 
professional/topmanage­
mentcourses bo thathome 
and abroad. He is also a 
member of the Nigerian 
Institute of Management 
(MNIM).

Kill he federal govem-
II menthasrealised2.6 

billion Naira as capital 
gains from the privatisa­
tion of 58 publicly owned 
companies by the Techni­
cal Committee on Privati­
sation and Commerciali­
sation (TCPC).

The committee's direc­
tor of corporate -services, 
Mr. Emeka Maduegbuna, 
said in Lagos that records 
showed government's 
onginalinvestmerttsin the 
companies amount to 653 
million Naira but 3.3 bil­
lion Naira was realised as 
turnover from the entire 
exercise that the bulk of 
government investments 
was not in the enterprises 
scheduled for privatisa­
tion, "but in the larger 
public utilities such as 
NEPA, NNPC, NPA and 
NA A, which are all slated 
for commercialisation."

Mr. Madueguna also
--------- ------L

1’11. uinici —

trative officer, proudly receives a parting gift from Chic ans 

training manager Mr.’Muyiwa Owolumi 
of high quality power and 
telecommunication cables, 
has honoured 41 employ­
ees who have served the 
company loyally for 10 to 
20 years.

Nine of the staff retired 
from service, 12 were hon­
oured forscrvingthccom- 
pany for up to 20 years, 
being pioneer staff of the 
20-year-old cable giant, 
and 20 others received 
commendation for making 
it a decade with Kabel­
metal.

TA/iTalam Gimba Has- 
1\/1 san Ibrahim has 
been appointed the new 
managing director and 
chief executive of North­
ern Nigeria Investments 
Limited (NNIL) by the 
board of directors of New 
Nigeria Development 
Company Limite.d 
(NNDC) effective Decem­
ber 16, 1993. Prior to his 
substantive appointment, 
the new managing direc­
tor has been on acting 
capacity since the resigna­
tion of the former manag­
ing director in May, 1993. 
Malam Gimba joined the 
services of the company in

process simulation and 
control.

He has worked in 
Shell's Gas formations in 
Africa, Australia, London, 
South America and 
Middle Est before his ap­
pointment.

Mr. Ocrlemans re­
viewed the economics and 
potential of the Nigeria 
LNG project and was in­
strumental in the revival 
of the project, in close co­
operation with the federal 
government of Nigeria 
and the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC).

FG eaims billion Naiira

said privatisation had cre­
ated over 800,000 share­
holders in the country, 
noting that the figure was 
almost twice that of 1988 
when the TCPC was es­
tablished.

The sale of privatised 
company shares also 
stimulated the growth of 
the Nigerian capital, he 
observed, citing that its 
capitalisation had grown

MLkW gets 1W 
A new managing di- 

AjA. rec tor. Ti as been ap­
pointed for the Nigeria 
Liquefied Natural Gas 
(NLNG) Limited. He is 
Mr. Theo W. Oerlemans. 
The new managing direc­
tor is from Shell Gas B.V., 
one of the company's 
shareholders. Born in 
Netherlands, Mr. Oerle­
mans, an engineer, at­
tended Delft University in 
the Netherlands. He was 
for two years an officer of 
the Royal Netherlands 
Navy before he joined Shell 
Laboratoiles in Amster­
dam, where he worked in

KabeSmetaB irewan’dls employees
The managing director 

of the company. Chief 
Hans-Dieter Berg and

Mr. Ezekiel Nwagbara wlio retired us KMmetal's senior adminis- 
trative officer, proudly receives a parting gift from Chic ans 

dieter Berg, the managing director. Right is the company s persor 
....n~ — K4 — 1X4<<<HU15 Clwotllim 

cxecubvedircctor respon­
sible for quality control, 
Mr Adcfisavo Anjonn, 
were among the proud re­
cipients of the 20-ycar 
award. ,

In his address, Chief 
Berg expressed deep grab 
tude to all pioneers and 
subsequent employees 
without whose st”vin8 
the company would not 
have achieved the com­
manding position i..... -
cable industry.

1--------- -------
Citizen, January 24,1994
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AFRICA
Burundi

J

processes

Citizen, January 24,1994

Mrs. Sylvie Ki- 
nigi, the surviving 
prime minister of

Mr. Ndadaye’s 
government ar­

gued that “there is 
the desire to end 

the killing and re­
turn to democratic

fe-.../

tions in the face of the violence, 
trauma, panic and uncertainty that 
pervaded national life.

Although the opposition de­
manded constitutional legality and 
opposed the new decree, the coun­
try generally seemed on the verge of 
a shaky reconciliation. It would be

With the election of a new president, the country 
seemed poised for reconciliation

the organisers of the uprising, her 
stance however is believed to have 
planted Suspicion in the minds of 
her people that she is pro-Hutu.

In order to bring about the elec­
tion of Mr. Ntaryamira, the parlia­
ment moved last week to effect a 
constitutional amendment that al­
lowed it to vote for a new president. 
This constitutional amendment was 
expedient in that it was impossible 
to organise another national elec-

Ndadaye: peace at a cost 

noteworthy to see if the present 
administration would continue with 
ex-president Ndadaye's process of 
ethnic reconciliation and well being. 
The UN high commissioner in Bu­
rundi, Mr. Abdallah said that a true 
spirit of reconciliation is needed in 
the country.

Meanwhile, the plight of Burun­
dians in refugee camps is a sorry one 
indeed. The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNCHR) claimed that dysentery, 
measles, malaria and malnutrition 
is ravaging the camps. There is also 
the prospect of famine in Rwanda 
the host country, who in thd past 
had also enacted violent tribal and 
ethnic cleansings to effect delicate 
Hutu domination of their own coun­
try. The United Nations World Food 
Programme (UNWFP) claims that it 
needs to extend its programme in 
Burundi/Rwanda for another six 
months and that 45 million dollars 
would be needed to buy 96 metric 
tonnes of food.

Also, in a move to safeguard Bu­
rundi's fragile peace, the secretary 
general of the OAU, Dr. Salim 
Ahmed Salim said that the body has 
approved 180 peace keepers for the 
country. They were to manage, con­
trol and prevent internal conflict.

By Shoyebi Abayomi 
with agency reports |

roubled Burundi seemed set 
B 1 to curtail and end brutal 

-fl. bloodlettings as it ap­
pointed a new president, Mr. Cyp- 
rien Ntaryamira, to succeed the as- 
sasinated former first democratically 
elected president Mr. Melchoir 
Ndadaye — Ndadaye is from the 
Hutu tribe. Thn aborted coup, led by 
the officers of the minority Tutsi 
tiribe, plunged thccountry intochaos 
that left 100,000 dead and sent about 
three quarters of a million Burudi- 
ans into refugee camps in Zaire, 
Tanzania and Rwanda. Furthermore, 
homesteads and farms were de­
stroyed on a large scale.

By last week, however, it seemed 
that Burundi which has come to be 
known for itsnotorious bloody tribal 
feuds, was satisfied and satiated with 
this latest round of violence, attri­
tion and mayhem, and is in quest of 
peace, and this feeling was echoed 
by a call by political leaders in the 
country for a truce to end hostilities.

Mrs. Sylvie Kinigi, the surviving 
prime minister of Mr. Ndadaye's 
government argued that "there is 
the desire to end the killing and re­
turn to democratic processes" —she 
led her ruling party, Front for De­
mocracy in Burundi (FRODEB) to 
the peace conference while Mr. Jean 
Baptise Manwangari of the party of 
Unity and National Progress (UP- 
RONA) led his party's delegation to 
the conference. Mrs. Kinigi had all 
along asserted her democratic con­
victions and stoutly opposed the 
military takeover despite the fact 
that her Tutsi tribal kinsmen were
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rieads together and dispel all dirty
tricks by some few gullible bla»-£S
who allow themselves to be used by

i few whites to continuously subject
\ them to oppression. He further con^
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Dirty polit-
V/hat is the newly fOr2~T——

iwsas?' 
OK?
open secret. This followed 
nation of a new party raUed 
rican Christian Democratic Partv 
(ACDP) "five months” to the elec- 
tion day- Pobhral watchers say the ’ W 
party headed oy Dr. Johanvander ' «“■ 
y/esthuizen may be aimed at frus- 1 tS 
trating the efforts of the popular Af. I Al 
rican National Congress (.ANC) led i Al 
bv Dr. Nelson Mandela. ! Al

' Dr.Westhuizen.theleaderofthe \ II 
new (ACDP) was said to be having \ A 
direct connections with military \ 11 
intelligence. Report also said that \ \ 
Dr Westhuizen had workedjor a I

. military intelligence front company, I 
Adult Education Consultants in the I 
1980's and that it has been persis- > 
tently part of "secret Christian edu- I 
canon network in some churches in ’ 
South Africa to undermine the ef- ' 
forts of African National Congress 
(ANO."

Other prominent pioneers, and 
founders of ACDP include Anthony 
Dhlomo, brother of Oscar Dhlomo, 
former secretary-general of Chief 
Mongosuthu Buthelezi's Inkatha

> preedom Party GPP).
Even so, the strategies indulged I ' 

Sv new ACDP did not bothei Dr. 1 
Mandela and ANC supporters who 1 IH 
were already determined to see to I IN 
-•-eendofwhitedominationmSouth I |l 
Africa, ANC deputy secretary gen- I IB 

jacobZuma.saystheformation I !■
. '1..; ACDP by Dr. Wcsthuizen I IT 

Anthony Dhlomo at the dying I h 
J s was akin to sabotage and i 11 

kksby some white terrorists, I
' eminent blacks as fronts. 1 
’gP Mandela had earlier told I 

_< his black brothers and 
that they should put thei^
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After condemning the Israel-PLO pact, the Syrian
president may now join the bandwagon

chai

WORLD 1 ’ — '
Middle East

his move

Arafat: the Syrians

dose 
before is?

S3?

Tri was the farthest President 
I Hafiz al-Assad ever went to 
J define the kind of peace he 
wants With Israel. Meeting with US 
President Bill Clinton in Geneva on 
Sunday, January 16, President As­
sad said his idea of peace with Israel 
includes open borders and full dip 
lornatic relations. He will be pre­
pared, Assad said, to sign a peace

- j it is 
and he 
brave

arc ci

treaty with Israel pr°v^C 
"flexible" in its P05'1!"?,' 
called for a "peace of 
between the two countn _•
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will define the peace he wants.
President Clinton said at the 

summit that Syria "holds the key to 
an enduring and comprehensive 
peace" in the Middle East. "I be­
lieve," Clinton said, "President 
Assad has made a clear, forthright 
and very important statement on 
normal, peaceful relations." Israel 
nlso welcomed Assad's "tone," but 
said his statement lacked "specif- 
ics."

Still, it sent the Israeli govern- 
ment into a frenzy of activity. On 
Monday, January 17, Israeli deputy 
defence minister General Mordechai 
Gur announced in the Knesset that 
the government will hold a referen­
dum before any deal with Syria is 
made on the Golan Heights. "The 
government," Gur said, "will organ­
ise a referendum since there will be 
a significant territorial price asked 
of us in the Golan." Even though the 
deputy minister said he spoke for 
prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, who 
is also the defence minister, several 
ministers said they were not con­
sulted on the issue.

The referendum proposal soon 
sparked a row. Nissim Zvilli, secre­
tary-general of the ruling Labour 
Party, said, 'To organise a referen­
dum setting a precedent in our his 
lory, will take months and block the 
peace process for no purpose. The 
government has already got a man 
date from the people to make peace 
with Syria." Environment minister 
Yossi Sarid, who is also the leader of 
the left-wing Meretz party and is 
known to be close to Rabin, said, "a 
referendum? What for? The govern 
ment is sovereign. It has the riZ 
and duty to secure peace accords

Assad: the lion's roar 

with Syria and Jordan without re­
sorting to a referendum."

The PLO also welcomed Assad's 
latest moves. As PLO and Israeli 
delegates resumed their own talks 
at Taba, Egypt, Palestinian chief 
negotiator Nabil Shaath said theLJS- 
Syrian summit "means the return of 
Syria to the peace process. I don't see 
any reason for negative effects. I only 
see positive effects." The negotia­
tors at Taba were still trying last 
week to break the deadlock over the 
size of Jericho, security of Jewish 
settlements and control of border 
crossings to Egypt and Jordan.

PLO leader Yassir Arafat, speak­
ing last week to the Austrian 
newspaper Salzburger Nachrichten, 
charged that "Israel continues to 
insist on controlling the borders, 
which means that Israelis do not 
want to withdraw, but to keep the 
status quo. The Israelis want to turn 
Gaza into a ghetto for the Palestini­
ans. The same thing is true of Jer­
icho." 6

While Israel-PLO talks continue 
atTaba, the formal Middle East peace 
talks are expected to resume in 
Washington this week. If President 
Assad continues along the path he 
charted last week, then a compre­
hensive peace may be in the offing in 
Ihe Middle East.

By Mahmud Jcga 
with agency reports
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The balcony where King (inset) was mi 
followers, which further reinforced 
his own philosophy of non-violence.

Martin Luther King reached the 
zenith of his campaign in 1960-65, 
when he and the SCLC, in alliance 
with other groups, organised sit-ins 
and protestmarches,culminatingin 
the epic march on Washington on 
August 28, 1963. There, in front cf 
200,000 marchers, 40,000 of them 
white liberals, King delivered his "I 
have a dream" speech. The power- 
ful tide genera ted by th .movement 
led to the passing by the US Con-
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y Not everyone honoured the Rev. 
Martin Luther King last week. Even 
asmostof the world commemorated 
hisbirthday, the white racist Ku Klux 
Klanheld anti-Kingprotestralliesin 
Denver, Colorado.
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foreign exchange to the parallel 
market will collapse like a pack of 
cards. Intimidated by the tighter 
regulations on foreign exchange al­
location, some businessmen are al­
ready panicking about the prospect 
of competing with bonafide manu­
facturers who are favoured by the 
new dispensation.

"TT" was a student in the early sev- 
11 enties when Nigerians were 
BLdriven out of Ghana, the then 

buoyant country to which they 
flocked in their thousands. When 
the economy took a downward 
plunge, Busia's regime fingered Ni­
gerians as the culprits, the economic 
saboteurs to be expelled. And home 
they returned leaving their wealth 
behind. Some had been there for five 
generationsand could not trace their 
homes and relations. Their expul­
sion did notsolveGhana'scconomic 
problem neither did their return hin­
der Nigeria's development.

One also witnessed the more 
brutal expulsion of Nigerians from 
Congoand Equitorial Guinea. In the 
Congo, the more prosperous Nige­
rians were accused of dominating 
various businesses and their indus­
tries were confiscated by the gov­
ernment. On the other hand, mi­
grant labourers who were reduced 
to slavery in Equitorial Guinea were 
also seen as undesirable elements. 
With the labourers gone, the planta­
tions and crucial support services 
were neglected. Those looking for 
scapegoats, can readily find them, 
and even exploited labourers trans­
form into economic saboteurs.

When times are hard, the poli­
tics of allocation of scarce resources 
is intensified. This year's budget is 
designed to eliminate waste and seal 
the drain pipes through which the 
country's foreign exchange is si­
phoned. From all indications those 
banks that fed fat on diversion of

Instead of responding imagina­
tively to the challenges of changing 
times, these entrepreneurs have re­
sorted to scapegoatism. We are told 
that the Indians and Lebanese are 
economic saboteurs whose presence 
in this country is inimical to eco­
nomic development. No restructur­
ing of the economy will succeed until 
they are expelled. Leading this group 
is Alhaji Garba A.D. Inuwa, a Kano 
based businessman and chairman of 
Yakama ta Group of Companies, who 
made the call last month. This was 
amplified by Christian Osondu and 
Adebayo Folarin in an open letter to 
the head of state, General Sani 
Abacha, widely advertised in many 
dailies. They accused thelndiansand 
Lebanese of using mushroom com­
panies to siphon foreign exchange, 
aiding capital flight through exces­
sive bank borrowing, monopoly of 
merchandising and exploitation of 

^consumers through gambling, night 
clubs and restaurants that charge 
excessive bills. The letter urged 
government to crack down on them 
because economic recovery will only 
occur if this forex stealing aliens are 
sent packing. This is certainly bad 
economics and worse bigotry.

Our economic sector suffers from 
a myriad of problems, none of which 
can be divorced from endemic cor­
ruption hatched and matured at 
various levels by indigenes. From 
the immigration department where 
expatriate quota is abused, to the 
Corporate Affairs Commission 
where companicsare registered with

the Lebanese and Indians as techni­
cal partners; thecustoms department 
where smuggling is promoted into 
legitimate trade, to the banks where 
these "aliens" are welcomed to make 
deals with bank managers. What­
ever havoc they wreak on our econ­
omy should be attributed to a cor­
rupt bureaucracy and a deferential 
security system. Without the collu­
sion of indigenes, these foreigners 
would not succeed with their ruin­
ous designs. How many Nigerians 
get away with crimes in India or 
Lebanon? Our businessmen bring 
them into the country to help them 
loot our resources, using them as 
fronts to set up forex gulping com­
panies, inflating contracts and im­
portation of sub standard goods. To 
blame Lebanese and Indians is to 
side step the issue.

Rex Raccah, a Kano based Leba­
nese once said that he knew Nigeria 
better than Nigerians. It was not an 
empty boast. He had access to the 
then head of state, General Yakubu 
Gowon with whom he dined and 
wined.Theemirwas so clcsea friend 
that he stood in as the father of the 
bride at his daughter's wedding in 
London. With their strong connec­
tions, any clampdown on "alien" 
economic saboteurs must begin with 
clipping the wings of their indige­
nous patrons, who are their partners 
in crime.

The solution lies in enforcing the 
regulations. If it is allowed to work, 
the new forex laws should correct 
the anomalies. The Central Bank, 
which is now charged with the re­
sponsibility of monitoring the allo­
cation of forex to priority industries 
is saddled with a herculean task. 
Steeped in corruption and currently 
under probe, the CBN must be sani­
tised and adequately equipped to 
perform its monitoring role. Unless 
this is done, the Indians, Lebanese 
and local forex syndicates will only 
shift their operations from the banks, 
and Bureax de Change to the CBN. If 
(hat happens we should forget about 
economic recovery for a while.
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NNPC and its scandals!

Citizen. January 24,1994

If you are not a member of the Abisoye panel probing 
the NNPC, the following is not for your eyes. But 

should your your curiosity get the better of you, remem­
ber that's what killed the cat in the 16th century

mercifully been cancelled. Last by I 
no means the least, Abisoye may 
want to find out why five per cent of 
NNPC's shares in the LNG project 
was grossly undersold to Elf last 
year.

The fourth and last reason why 
there is real fear that Abisoyc may 
not get to the bottom of the scandals 
that's our oil industry, is that the big 
players are either directly in charge 
now or they can still call some shots.

The big story in the industry now 
is the plan to privatise the Kaduna, 
Warri and the old Port Harcourt 
refineries. Last October, Don Ebot 
Etiebet, the oil minister, himself a 
big time contractor with the NNPC, 
sent out a circular to NNPC's top 
managers to take "steps......  for
immediate implementation of this 
government's decision," namely, the 
privatisation of our three oldest re­
fineries. To show that he meant 
business, he appointed six big time 
auditors and estate valuers includ­
ing, I hear, Peat Merwick, Akintola 
Williams and Diya, Fatimilehin and 
Partners to audit the refineries.

Private Eye can reveal that since 
then, things have some what slowed 
down. With Budget '94 now behind 
us, however things may soon pick 
up. Before they do, Abisoye should 
want to know who are the interested 
parlies in this privatisation game. 
He will find that the names read like 
Who is Who in this government and 
in the one they just shoved out!

/7"X| orruption, we all agree, is 
■ the nation's No. 1 Enemy.

Yet when General Abacha 
shoved out Chief Shonekan, his 
second in command, General Diya, 
sensible chap that he is, warned us 
not to expect any big fight with The 
Enemy.You know the bit about liv­
ing *n glass house and all that? No 
one as yet is calling Abacha etal the 
kind of names they've called (and 
are still calling) Babangida, but it's 
hard to imagine those names, justi­
fied or not, not rubbing off on the 
new helmsman, himself having kept 
the great Maradona's company for, 
not just eight years in power, but 
even more years before.

You can then understand why the 
new helmsmen have not been too 
keentocaststonesabout. Eventhen, 
they have been smart enough to 
make some gestures against The 
Enemy togain some credibility, thus 
rush (rash!) of probes into NITEL, 
NIPOST, CBN, the judiciary... and 
of course NNPC, the "proverbial" 
chicken that lays the golden egg.

Which leads us to the worry that 
the Abisoyepanel probing the NNPC 
may not go far enough to get to the 
root of the problem of the oil indus­
try. First, we noticc the NNPC probe 
like most others arc headed by re­
tired top military brass, many of 
them having retired in not too hon­
ourable circumstances and possess­
ing little or no knowledge of public 
policy even though they may have 
served in high offices. Second, in the 
case of NNPC, we doubt very much 
that Abisoye can do a better job than 
Justice Belgorc on the same subject. 
Belgore, we think, got to the root of 
the problem of our oil industry and 
yet his report is yet to $ee the light of

day.
Third, the way a vociferous sec­

tion of tlje media has reported the 
scandals in the industry, there is the 
danger that Abisoye may take off on 
a wild goose chase. In the typical 
fashion of this section of the media, 
the parties involved have been cast 
in the role of villains or rogues de­
pending on where they come from. 
Thus Chief Philip Asiodu, erstwhile 
oil minister, is cast in the role of a 
white knight in shining armour who 
had to fight such monsters like Aliyu 
Mohammed, secretary to 
Babangida's regime, to keep the 
industry sane.

One report said Mohammed 
would have given our oil free to 
neighbouring Niger Republic, but 
for the valiant intervention of Chief 
Asiodu. Naturally, you did not get 
to know who suggested that instead 
of oil, Niger should be given a 
5,000,000 dollars grant from an ac­
count, the Bonus Premium Fund, 
which oil ministers are in charge of.

Or get to hear how one secretary 
stabbed his boss in the back by re­
placing a company they both had 
shared interests in with another 
entirely his own, to grab a contract 
for importing trucks!

Abisoye should be interested to 
know why the trucks, which cost no 
more than 100,000 dollars a piece, 
the proverbial 10% included (I hear 
i t's now 20 per cent phis), cost N N PC 
280,000 dollars a piece. Of course, he 
should ask who got what out of the 
200 trucks. His panel may also be 
interested to find out who awarded 
his own company a 150,000,000 
Naira contract to furnish the NNPC 
annex adjacent to the Ikoyi Hotel in 
Ligos, but which contract has now
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I shouldn't have said it —
And know I shouldn't have said it— 
But I did even so.

There v^as a pause
A long pause
And then she said, "I know."

Danladi Garba Tai

K did not woo her
I did not hurt her 
She did not love me
I do not worry
I am not lonely 
She is so funny.
1 cannot leave her 
She does not like me 
1 so much like her 
I must not miss her.
I did not hurt her 
She did not love me
I do not worry
I am not lonely 
She is so funny. 
She is just so nice 
She is so cunning
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[poets' nest.

I Is it love?
i That despite mishaps 
j Deliberate or otherwise
I Of our mangled tie 

We still detect
Glimmers of affection
Each unable to boar

| The perpetual erection 
Of divisive walls.

■ Is it love?

I That wo stoop to aridify
■ Our well-watered garden landscape 
! With encroaching desert
! Of deceit and hidden truths
; is it love?

The heart speaks
Bra idhio gardlera 
We were in the garden 
And I said 
I love you.

Is it love?
I That in the quagmire of deceit
I Your acts slowly corrode
I And ladle acids
I On my wom out tongue.

Ufiigertag memories 
Whenever I see lovers cocooned 
In their world of self made bliss 
Shutting out the world 
I remember you.
Their laughter seems to erase 
All their undulating moments 
Like pain is unknown to them 
I remember you.
The undue agony I'm subjected to 
Only sinks my heart further 
In this engulping hollow. 
Whenever I remember you 
All the memories of our moments 
Flash speedily before my eyes 
Onl^ then do I realise: 
Those magic moments 
shared
Will never return.
But did you really have to go?

Maryam Ahmed

I will be cunning 
So I can have her.
I am not dowing
She does not know that 
She did not ask me 
How should I tell her 
When she’s ask me not.
I did not hurt her 
She did not love me 
I do not worry 
I am not lonely.
I did not woo her
It is dicey with her askance look
I can't miss her 
She is so funny

Mukhtar S. 'Waked

Love dicapipointairaGimS
I have been disappointed 
I have been disappointed 
By the lady, I so much loved.
I have been disappointed 
By the lady I so much cherished 
I have been disappointed 
By the lady I so much adore 
I have been disappointed 
by the lady I entrusted all my hope 
I have been disappointed by the lady 
I have saved for in my life
I havebeen disappointed by thelady 
Whose hand I have aspire for
I have been disappointed by the lady 
That makes me refuse to fall in love 
with other ladies
I have been disappointed 
When she is supposed to have pity 
on me
I havebeen disappointed by a lady 
Who prefers worldly things to real 
love
I have been disappointed by the 
person
Whom I loved
Oh! disappointment, go away 
Every disappointment is a blessing 

Abdulmalik Moh'd

Is it love?
That whenever we speak 
We weigh each weighty word 
As we tread on thin ice 
Of our hanging bond.
Is it love?
That whenever we sight 
Each other's face
Our pulses quicken 
With heads of trepidation 
In the course and corolary 
Of our encounter.

Y? T7 •y’ hen the heart speaks, it 
must be understood.

\/\y The language is that of 
love. As it pours forth from the 
heart, the message goes to another 
heart.

TSao uBttaafce <gi£3Giaon
Is it love?
Special B
That we now speak 
like warring knights 
And eye each other 
With mutual suspicion 
And question laden thoughts.

BilkiSv* <usuf
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"Ail" Jordan: to take up baseball.?

Nigerian handlers would have to 
work hard on strength and speed. He 
also said that they hold advantage 
over the Super Eagles because they

ATHLETICS: Ben Johnson's doctor, 
Jamie Astaphan was arrested in New 
York on drug charges. The doctor 
who was flying from Antigua to 
Toronto was on the wanted list for 
importing ar-------  -
and conspiracy to distribute same. 
BASEBALL: Retired basketball star, 
Michael Jordan is considering de­
ploying his considerable talent to 
another sport — baseball. "Air" Jor­
dan, as he's known for his exquisite 
ball play, retired last November from 
the Basketball he loved so much. He

WORLD OF SPORTS
FOOTBALL: Nigeria emerged the 
runner-up at an international invita­
tional tournament in Bangkok. The 
Super Eagles, warming up for the 
Africa Nations Cup in Tunisia and 
the World Cup, were beaten 1-0 in 
the final by Copenhagen FC of Den­
mark. They had earlier beaten Ajax 
FC of Holland 2-1 to reach the final. 
•Zamalek FC won the all-Egyptian 
Africa Super Cup Sunday last week 
at the FNB Stadium in Johannesburg, 
with 1-0 victory over Al-Ahly.* Afri­
can Football Confederation has offi­
cially put Sou th Africa on stand-by to 
host the 1996 Africa Cup of Nations, 
should Kenya, the first choice fail to 
provide standard facilities for the 
tournament.

• Algeria has banned two coaches 
— Meziane Ighil and Abderahman 
Mehdaoui— from the national soc­
cer team for life for their part in Alge­
ria's disqualification from the Africa 
Nations Cup.lt also barred the two 
from any coaching job in Algeria for 
a year.

*The presiden tial moni toring com­
mittee on the FI FA/Coca Cola Un­
der-21 world cup scheduled for Ni­
geria, has. provided eight training 
pitches in Kaduna and Enugu in 
preparation for the hosting of the 
global competition next year.* A 
Greece-based Nigerian soccer player, 
AustinUzediunor, has revealed that 
Greek players are fast and tough. If 
the Super Eagles are to overcome 
them in the group D zone of June's 
world cup preliminary matches,

wants to join the Chicago White Socks 
and join the history of sportsmen who 
staged a comeback in another sport, 

over me Qupu-i 7 . He's already working out with
have been playing together for a very members of the White Socks, hoping 
longtime . that he would be invited for training.

’ ’ ' J After leading the Chicago Bulls to-
three consecutive NBA titles, Jordan 
may be able to lead the Socks to its 
first US title since 1917.

i9 w -------------- — MISCELLANEOUS: The revolving
ind distributing steroids door that's the National Sports Com­

mission, NSC, has turned out all the 
12 chairmen of sporting associations. 
The new ones are:

Squash Racket: Dr. O.K. Roberts 
Golf: E.S.O. Armah
Cricket: Ogbuefi Alex Nwokedi 
Chess: Emmanuel Omuku 
Wrestling: Bolaji Oni 
Weightlifting: A. Fashina-Thomas 
Volleyball: Alhaji H.A Gumel 
Taekwondo: Captain Isiah Gowon 
Table Tennis: C. Maduka 
Swimming: R.A Elegbe 
Shooting: General Fred Chijuka 
Karate: Dr. A. Ajiduah 
Cycling: Rev Moses Iloh 
Boxing: Frank Okonta 
Basketball: Alhaji U.K. Umar 
Badminton: Adeniran Adeniyi 
Sport (disabled): Bernard Oyibu 
Athletics: Smart Araka 
Gymnastics: Adamu Dyeri 
Tennis: Chuka Momah 
Judo: Mike Gandunu 
Handball: Dr. Lanre Glover 
Hockey: General V.O.Odeka
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ADAMU ADAMU S

DEFINITIONS
IN HUMOUR ’

related voice of wisdom:- He commands 
respect that leader who is fully con­
scious of his return to the ultimate 
Reality on a day when as related:-

The shout shall be heard three times, 
as the soul lives the body "

O son of Adam you've left the world 
or has the world left you.

Did you gather the world or did the 
world gather you.

Did you conquer the world or has 
I the world conquered you?"
! Now Ado you remember that don't 

you? I continue further; in these days 
•e'en the pursuit is togain ascendancy 

zrdtr to feather the nests of the lead- 
er-.<:p and not so as to better the lives of 
the Mloujership, When the pursuit is of 
acquiring ephemeral positivistic mate­
rial values as crystallised in palatial 
mansions, splendid iron horses and 
tantalising damsels; mankind has for­
gotten the distinct shouts he shall hear 
when placed in the shroud; it is related 
wisdom that Man Shall be addressed 
there!

"O son of Adam you have gone a 
long journey without provision. You 
have left a horse and would not ride its 
like and you are going to a very terrible 
house."

And as the bier is on the edge of final 
"resting" place, the yam of illusion and 
phatasm will be drawn aside, and the 
shouts shall be heard distinctively — it 
is related;

"O son of Adam what have you 
stored up in prosperity for this ruin? 
What have you earned in wealth for this 
poverty? What have you carried in light 
for this darkness?" If only the beastly 
self that reduces mankind to the lowest

I of the low; could be tamed, if only man­
kind would take the first steps towards 
the illuminating antidote and reckoned 
with the only true and infallible fact; as 
related;—the shouts shall be heard loud 
and clear as man settles to become dust 
— his genesis afterall. "O son of Adam 
you were laughing on my back and how 
you weep inside of me! You were joyful 
on my back and now you are sad inside 
of me. You spoke on my back and now 
you are silent inside of me."

See how boisterous man is, and how 
pathetically low he has been reduced! 
For which as related, man would be told 
prior to all the aforegoings — the shouts 
so distinct and reverberant "O son of 
Adam where is your strong body? How 
weak you are! Where is you eloquent 
tongue? How silent you are! Where are 
your beloved ones? How lonely you are!

So Ado; the world would have been a 
better place for us all to live, if we are to 
constantly remember the dream/anec- 
dote as related of the beautiful fly, the 
frog, and the man on the horse-back 
with a dagger unsheathed from the scab­
bard! Remember it? When as related the 
beautiful bird flew towards the high 
heavens. The frog leaped up with fore­
legs outstretched to catch the bird. It 
never did, (and shall never catch it). 
Worst still in its brazenly futile task of 
catching the bird the frog was slashed 
into two by the drawn dagger of the man

1 on the horse-back.
On being asked the meaning of it all 

a man of vision related that the beautiful 
bird flying to heavens vaults is the world 
with its delusions. The frog and its at­
tempt is man with his insatiable thirst to 
grab and store theworld but never would.

1 The man on the splendid horse back with 
' his dagger drawn is the angel of death.

The allusion here is to show the futility 
of man trying to catch up with the glit­
ters of the world whereas the angel of 
death is gazing unblinkingly at him. 
Man may never catch up with the delu­
sions of the world and even if he did 
eventually the angel will strike. Thus 
mesmerised and engrossed man with 

' -the dagger until the dagger falls on his 
neck and thereby rousing him from his 
material stupor at which time its essen­
tially too late.

•••indeed knows his Lord

admonish er. *
I am unable 

to resist the urge 
of sharing with 
you and per­
haps, multi­
tudes of others 
too, whom to­
gether we sa­
vour the de­
lights of your 
column, this

Who knows himselS...
If] pj his column has been smit-

■ ten and has adopted love as
its theme for the past two 

weeks. Now, we come to the most 
passionate of all — the love of the 
world. It is blinding, it is consuming 
and it is the most obstructive; be­
cause it is in the world that we all 
play out pet, dreams and dramas, 
whether the object of affection and 
attention is a woman, wealth, fame 
or progeny.

i Yet, even if you own all of the 1 
| world you will still want more. It 
I leaves you physically hungry and 
I spiritually famished, blind and 
i oblivious to Reality and the more 
| you succeed, the more you fail. The 
, more you conquer, the more com- 
I plete your defeat.

To succeed one must set his face 
I straight. Muhammad Niailumo at- 
| tempts to show us the way below:

i I read the enchanting column Defi- 
I nitions in Humour which appeared in 
■ Citizen's edition of November 15, and 
, which featured on Varieties of 
[ leadership. One is much inclined to re- 

( garding it as a clarion call, reminiscent 
of days gone by, when mankind was at 

| his best and the beastly in him tamed. 
! Khomeini was too good to last long, 

he does not belong to our times, for
I really our times have gone haywire, 
I however, all is not done for yet! For 1 
I hear driplets of the related voice of wis- 
! dom he reminded the world of, inter­

laced with refined and dignified humour 
in your masterpieces — I say all hope is

■ not lost, the world is Allah's. He may at 
His own best time raise yet another
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are looking for, they said, what

•y reasoned, was to ensure that 
ir people who struggled for the
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Citizen of the moment 
harsh conditions 
under which our 
people live?"

It was perhaps 
a sign that he had 
ameliorated it 
somehow when 
Rotary Club which i 
is said to make 
claims to service, 
recognised Alhaji 
Samaila's contri- 
butions.The Asso­
ciation of Business 
Administration 
and Management 
Studies of Plateau 
Polytechnic voted 
him the Best Ex- []_____________
ccutive Chairman and lauded his open-door policy.

On September 8, he surprised everyone when he 
gave notice to his party's chairman that he wished to 
step down after the expiration of his term. At that time 
chairmen across the country were voting millions for 
their re-election.

"Count me out," he said. "We have been able to meet 
the expectations of our people and built a solid founda­
tion for subsequent administrations to build on. It is 
now the most appropriate time to hand over the baton." 
Virtue in government business can be its own reward, as 
Alhaji Samaila discovered. Hardly had his letter gone 
ou t than he began receiving a flood of "Stay-put" letters. 
A file had to be opened for them.

A letter from Naraguta "B" Ward, his own Word, 
came ordering him to withdraw his statement and get 
ready to continue con testing. A more touching one came 
from the Igbo Community in Jos North. In addition to 
thanking him for including an Iboman in his executive 
council, they begged him not to go.

He was so touched that he said leadership if done 
properly and for God's sake is not thankless. These 
letters of gratitude tell him that those who matter see 
and appreciate what is being done.

All, however, has not been rosy. According to Mr. 
Vonjen Lar, Alhaji Samaila's administration was able to 
collect 4.6 million Naira out of a projected 12 million 
Naira internally generated revenue. Lar said the former 
chairman, left a debt of more than six million Naira.

"I. am extremely happy to say that we have been able 
to achieve the objectives we set for ourselves," Alhaji 
Samaila said. According to many watchers of the Jos 
scene his assessment was modest. They said he had 
exceeded many of his targets.

And he is now back at Maria Farms. •

emaila Mohammed has always been a neat per­
son — personable, likable, forthright and honest. 
A bom loader with the attributes that make you 

cnoose him from a g.. ip. That was how he came to be 
selected for a very i . rtant assignment by a group of 
concerned citizens.

Following the cr 
ment by the Babang 
tocclebrate.lt was th 
alifelongambition ■ 
struggled.

We've got what 
next?

Next of course, 
"the expectation oi 
creation of the local government was not m vain." And 
the only way to do this was to ensure that only the right 
calibre of people went into its service. Beginning from 
the top. They therefore decided that one of their mem­
bers must be made to shelve his personal agenda and 
start the LG on a sound and stable footing All of them 
promised to subordinate their own ambitions and pur­
suits to see that he succeeded without any benefit toany 
of them.

It fell to the lot of Samaila Mohammed. Everyone 
agreed that he must put aside his large-scale farm and a 
flourishing poultry business to look after Jos North 
Local Government. Friends pledged to give whatever 
was necessary to ensure his election — on the platform 
of the National Republican Convention. They did and 
he won — and began what to many people was a 
revolution

Thcfirst pledge he had to redeem was his promise to 
pay primary school teachers on time It turned out to be' 
tricky: he had inherited an empty treasury at month end. 
He made a big sacrifice: he advanced the local govern­
ment an interest-free loan of about a million Naira so 
that teachers salaries would be paid on time.

On his part he pledged his own salary to a nearby 
clinic which made him perhaps the only local govem- 

••ment chairman to have served free of charge, because to 
the end he never took a kobo for salary. He said he 
wanted to show that anyone intent on doing so could 
make a difference m his style of leadership and in the 
lives of his people. Surely this was new and refreshing 
and probably there arc very few similar cases of real 
service to the people.

This becomes more significant coming at a time 
when much of local government politics and leadership 
had virtually turned into unaccountable knavery. He 
calmly went to work after deciding on his priorities — 
healthcare delivery, improved education and water 
supply. "These were legitimate aspirations," he said. 
"For of what use is politics if it cannot ameliorate the
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