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-a great car fam any angle

Long, lean lines Beautiful styling The purposeful, powerful look of a 
thoroughbred With its punchy performance, the Volkswagen Passat has 
more than just elegant looks Passat is also available with factory 
installed air conditioners
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ECOWAS is my dream come 

true.38
HUMOUR.41

COMMERCIAL AND
TECHNICAL REVIEW.43

Quit This Organisation
African members of the Commonwealth should quit the organisa­

tion now. The sooner we stop this balancing trick of walking on 
both sides of a pavement, the more clearly we shall bu?.n to see our 
way to Africa's only salvation-a continental union government

In the sixties, the intensity of the East-West cold-war rivalry and 
the lack of a sense of direction of the first post-independence Afri­
can governments distracted our attention from the immediate 
task of putting our house in order. Protective blocs emerged 
from the initial panic reactions of newly freed slaves who 
were dazed by the light of freedom and with time, the OAU 
came. If the organisation has not grown into a rallying centre, 
it at least provides our own platform for interaction and mutual 
condolence. With time too, we have discovered the severe 
inadequacies of what was offered to us as freedom. Most 
important of all, we ought to have discovered from our sad 
experience m the Southern African liberation struggle and world 
economic conferences that the only true friend of Africa is Africa.

In this second decade of our freedom, Africa should be 
moving closer to internal cohesion and self-illuminated orientation

We therefore believe that African members of the British 
Commonwealth are doing a serious disservice to Africa. They 
are in effect saying that their confidence in Africa's collective 
ability to solve her problems and project an independent powerful 
image in the world is not complete. Worse still by their 
membership of the British Commonwealth, they are encouraging 
other African states to look over their shoulders in search of 
supplementary foreign alliances.

To prove that they mean what they say about African unity, 
African members of the Commonwealth should quit the organisa­
tion today.
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O'! HERE are some things that can 
not be generally told—things 

you ought to know. Great truths 
are dangerous to some—but factors 
for persona! power and accom­
plish men t in the hands of those who 
understand them. Behind the talcs of 
the miracles and mysteries of the an­
cients, lie centuries of their secret 
probing into nature's laws—their 
amazing discoveries of the hidden 
processes of man’s mind, and the 
mastery of life's problems. Once 
shrouded in mystery to avoid their 
destruction by mass fear and ignor­
ance, these facts remain a useful heri­
tage for the thousands of men and 
women who privately use them in 
their homes today.

THIS FREE BOOK
The Rosicrucians (not a religious 

organization), an age-old brother­
hood of learning, have preserved this 
secret wisdom in their archives for 
centuries. They now invite you to 
share the practical helpfulness 
of their teachings. Write today 
for a free copy of the book, “The 
Mastery of Life." Within its pages 
may lie a new life of opportunity 
for you. Address: Scribe M.G.A.

Rosicrucians
P.O. BOX 1107. (AMORC) 

LAGOS. NIGERIA
_____ _s_EIiP_L“J2 .coupon_______

I Scribe M.G.A. [
The ROSICRUCIANS (AMORC) I

I Nigerian Administration Office I 
| P.O. Box 1107, Lagos. Nigeria ! 
| Please send me lhe free book. The J 
I Matftry of Li/e, which explains how | 
I I may learn to use my faculties and j 
| powers of mind.
| Name ....................................................  j
| Address ...........................a................... !

I City...................................................L________ J

Publishers: Pan Afriwopo (Nigeria) Ltd. 
45, Salami Salbu Street, Podro-Shomolu 
Lagos. All corrospondonco to P.M.B.1119 

Yaba, Lagos. Tel: 42288.

Editor-In-Chief: Uche Chukwumerije 
Associate Editors: Lindsay Barret 

Carlos Moore 
Kole Omotoso 

Production: Jackie Payne 
Ogeh Appah 

Sunday Afagwu 
Reports: Saka Fadairo 

Henry Atenaga 
Chike J\/araonye 

Media Sales: Andrew Cloughsale 
Copy Sales: Martin Obi-Amago 

Printers: Smurf it Print (Nig) Ltd. Agege 
Motor Road, Lagos



J
G

2 AFRISCOPE JUNE. 1977

X,

Allens ©
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it. The car With good
I extras that make it 
jrth much more than

PRICE W 4,425

Allens sell and ZV; SSSKSyW” 
service VW with a smile jQj jSX’g'w.SS.-

People come to 
Allens 

for the people’s car

The Audi The car 
that gives what 'top 
people' want of a 
status car
PRICE-M 6,125

Lagos. Apapa. Ibadan, Benin, 
Warn Enugu. Aba. Port Harcourt, 
Maiduguri, Omtsha. Calabar. Jos. 
Zana. Kano. Kaduna. Ikeja. 
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Dear Editor,
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SECOND SCRAMBLE
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i the chai- 
iown and

If his 
ms can-

; it followed 
after a joint 

•ement by the 
states. It also 

peace 
tinent Contact us -

Special Products Division, 1 
Ltd., 25, Boyle Street, P.O 
24458. Telex 21299.
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The West African Portland Cement Co.
) Box 1001, Lagos. Telephone: 26151/4,

Ian Smith is a drowning 
man who is prepared to sink

~y the internationally i 
s and Sanitary 
lumping and dr

The second scramble for 
Africa is on. With the Rus­
sians in Somalia, Mozambi­
que, Angola and now Ethio­
pia, the West with America 
as leader, are frantic that 
they are gaining nothing.

I think the ultimate losers, 
however, will be Africa whose 
leaders unwittingly carving 
up the continent into ideolo­
gical spheres of influence and 
satelites.

Once again, the attack 
and occupation of Nepai in 
Mozambique by soldiers 
from Rhodesia under the 
pretext of their "hot pursuit 
and destroy" policy has high-

Alison Moyo, 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast

CONTINENT OF THE 
FUTURE

....j., ixuku mjui, 
lighted our major weakness Accra, Ghani 
m the liberation struggle- 
the lack of a strike force that 
is capable of holding any 
would-be-aggressor in check. 
The recent Rhodesian action 
not only makes a mockery 
of the whole of black Africa, 
especially, as 
immediately ; 
defensive agree 
five frontline s 
poses a threat to the 
and security of the conti

Kojo Osei, 
Kumasi, Ghana.

with all and sundry, 
fellow-white Rhodesiar 
not make him see reason and 
quit bluffing while the going 
is still good, then no one 
should hold black Africa res­
ponsible for any bloodbath 
that is likely to follow.

Meanwhile Ian Smith has 
fired the first battle shots by 
occupying Mozambiquican 
territory and has the guts to 
announce it to the world. 
Will.Africa take up 
lenge, or just sit de 
cry?

Sunny Lawson, 
Freetown, Sierra-Leone.

SOUTHERN AFRICA
After the five frontline 

States signed a joint defen­
sive agreement in Tanzania 
rebel forces from Ian Smith's 
Rhodesia attacked Botswana.

One would have thought 
that a joint action of reprisal 
would follow from the front­
line States, especially as they 
had just concluded that 
agreement. But nothing 
happened!

These States have sr 
just reaffirmed their pie 
of regarding an "attack 
any of them as an attack on 
all," after a threatened inva­
sion of Zambia by the rebels 
in Rhodesia. This threat to 
Zambia has, however, been 
followed with the occupation 
of Nepai, nearly 100 Kilo­
metres inside Mozambiquican 
territory. Again nothing has 
happened or is happeningl!

All that we get is righteous 
appeals to the international 
community which in turn can 
do no more than condemn 
Rhodesian aggression. If 
this is all Africa is capable of 
doing, then we might as well 
resign our faith to the empty 
skies for deliverance.
Olumide Osho, 
Lagos, Nigeria.

And now for the first time, Marley the internationally reputed 
makers of the best Drainage pipes and Sanitary pipeworks are in 
Nigeria to take care of all your plumbing and drainage problems.

Marley pipes are tough and durable. Easy to instal and far more 
economical. With a wide range of fittings to satisfy any installation.

Marley plumbing components also produce maximum self-cleansing 
flow in the drain and improved hydraulic performance.

And what's more, Marley provide a before and after-sales service, 
offering design and Technical Assistance.
Price for W.C Connector from N5.00

An uncle once asked me 
why there is so much noise 
about Africa in the European 
media and why these whites 
do not just pack up their 
things and go back home in 
spite of all the telling-offs 
they have been getting. No 
one would expect a Briton 
to be still left in Uganda, for 
instance, after all the hue 
and cry about Idi Amin's 
attrocities in the British 
press.

My answer then was that 
Africa is the continent of the 
future which holds the eco­
nomic trump cards; but sadly 
though, most of her leaders 
are unaware of their potentia­
lities. Hence the sellouts to 
these Europeans who want 
to make hay while the sun 
is still shining.

Koko Ajci,
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NO OTHER

...has East/West Africa connections \ 
4 times a week backed by 16 years \
experience. Plus more than daily flights \ 
to Europe with 30 years experience. \
Plus a natural hospitality’ with centuries \ 
of experience. It all adds up.

ETHIOPIAN 
AIRLINES

Addis Ababa - a tradrdonal gateway of Africa
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GHANA AND UGANDA
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nothing 
Britain

Never before, since the 
Mau Mau, had any African 

ie British government so much

Morality may 
bine with international politics, 
President Carter would admit, L 
combination ought not to be imp 
for Africa whose mam weapon 
international oppression is mo, 
suasion.

While Ghana, for instance, may not 
feel obliged to give an explanation why 
she was temporarily redeploying thr

be difficult to com­
as 

but this
i possible 

m against 
loral per-

.-•1W

Kb©

their meals 
diversity stu- 

;hy they 
, i to eat in spite 
'Operation Feed

staff of the Ghana Mission in Kampala 
(by the way, Ghana hasn't asked Ugan­
da to do the same, but........ ), this
action may not be unconnected with 
President Alhaji Field-Marshall Dr. Idi 
Amin Dada's sumptuous meals of all 
opposition.

It is encouraging that the elastic 
African conscience seems to have at

©Y WT "B& FUNNY, CffiQSR ( <2F QOURSfi 
You couu? see iw wtu opv and eveN i

last stretched to its limit to accommo­
date Idi Amin.
AMIN AND THE COMMONWEALTH

True to character! That's what 
Uganda's Idi Amin really is. If for 

else, he succeeded in keening 
and the Commonwealth on 

tenter-hooks for the duration of thu 
conference. 
Kenyan 
given th< 
hypertension.
THE PLOTTERS

Angola's Agostinho Neto survived 
to crush the attempted overthrow of 
his government. Nigeria's Murtala 
Muhammed wasn't that lucky, and 
neither were some of Neto's cabinet 
members. Vigilance is the answer; 
both from within and without.

A luta Continual
LAGOS TRAFFIC

First it looked like the ODD NUM­
BER EVEN NUMBER regulation would 
solve the world's worst traffic situation 
that Lagos has come to be associated 
with. But only for a while.

Now there are more vehicles on the 
roads because more people can now 
afford to buy second or third cars, in 
an oil-rich, spend-thrift Nigeria. Those 
who cannot afford another car can, 
however, afford to be both odd and 
even at the same time depending on 
how well one can D-R-l-V-E.

Realising how meagre 
had dwindled of late, Uni 
dents in Ghana wondered wl 
. eren't getting enough 
of that country's "0. 
Yourself” (OFY) which was launched 
with much fuss three years ago. They 
therefore expressed concern over the 
success, or failure of the OFY program­
me.

General Acheampong's action to the 
unsolicited advice was quick and mili­
tary in precision. Since the problem 
was basically that of food production, 
all students of Ghana's three Univer­
sities were conscripted into the farms.

Away with text-book agriculturists 
and air-conditioned-office farmersl
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Next OAU Summit:

Leaders And
Their Styles

'Adekunle Ajala, NIIA Lagos. /

President Idi Amin: He chaired the Kampala Outgoing OAU Chairman Sir Scewoosagur 
Summit. Ramgoolam.
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•, announces the results of the 
ten, rules on points of order in

meetings 
records 
debates, 
submits

1

cussions, 
vote take 
accordance with the Charter and the 
Rules of Procedure.” Besides, the 
Chairman is also expected to ensure 
order and the decorum of the proceed­
ings of the Assembly.

But as the Organisation was growing 
older the Chairmen started to play 

roles not previously foreseen 
» of Procedure were 
At the initial stages

more 
when the Rules 
being drafted, t 
the Chairmen only acted in accordance 
Unforeseen Role

It must also be noted that it would 
have had serious repercussions if either 
with the provisions of Rule 10 stated 
above. This explains why both Presi­
dent Gamel Abdul Nasser who was the 
first elected Chairman and President 
Kwame Nkrumah the second chairman 
quickly went into the background when 
the 1964 and 1965 summits ended.

Gabon's Albert Bongo- OAU Chairman for 
the next one year.

ed representatives and is expected to 
meet at least once a year. It discusses 
matters of common concern to Africa 
with a view to co ordinating and har­
monising the general policy of the 
Organisation. It is also empowered 
to determine its own rules of procedure.

The first Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government took place in 
Cairo in 1964. That Summit adopted, 
among other things, its rules of proce­
dure. Rules 9 and 10 deal with the 
election and functions of the Chairman.

Rule 9 states that "The Assembly 
shall, at the beginning of each session, 
elect a Chairman and eight Meeting 
Chairmen," while Rule 10 spells out 
the duties of the Chairman as follows: 
(1) The Chairman opens and closes the 

is, submits for approval the 
of the meetings, directs the 

', grants the use of the floor, 
to a vote matters under dis-

,en the Organisation of African 
r; v (OAU) was established in May 

'963 at Addis Ababa it was supposed 
' ! be the culmination of all previous 

African efforts as well as the 
. u ■u-nt with which to advance the 

of African Unity. In view of 
i.$ the aims of the OAU included the 

promotion of the unity and solidarity 
the African states, co ordination and 

itensification of the co operation and 
.forts of all African States to achieve 
better life for the peoples of the 

. fncan continent as well as the eradi­
cation of all forms of colonialism from 
Africa among others.

According to the Charter of the 
Organisation the Assembly of Heads 
of States and Government commonly 
referred to as the Summit, is the 
supreme organ of the Organisation. 
It is composed of the Heads of State 
and Government or their duly accredit-



.ia's Kenneth Kaunda.Presidents Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire and
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on 
om 
for

h other's throats art 
government was 

•ent Amin, in his cap® 
rman invited them 

iu OAU Conciliation! 
miMiunw Angola. While open^ 
conference he appealed to W* 
Angolan movements to stop ’F 

Although the movements M 
attend the conference he claimed 
he had received confirmation mat 

would attend the talks "in the * 
future." Shortly afterwards he 1 
ounced that he and the Libyan lei 
Muammar al Gaddafi had decided! 
would send a peace-keeping fora 
Angola, if requested, in case of a & 
African invasion force before or a 

independence.
Shortly afterwards he annou' 

that he was withdrawing recogn, 
from all the three movements but 
that he would be prepared to a 
whatever decision the OAU too1! 
the matter. He was at this stage act 
by President Marian Ngouabi of 
People's Republic of the Cong! 
"preparing subtle manoeuvres a< 
against the Angolan people ant 
compromising the independenceol 
People's Republic of Angola whtef 
. en recognised by the mternati 

< immunity." At this stage Prefl 
Amin had agreed with other he« 
’ .:*• to hold an extraordinary sur

i the Angolan issue while at the i 
he claimed to have embarke 

r peace moves. While many
ve African governments were 

support for the MPLA Go 
he said that he was stickin

again at 
transitior 
shape Pr>-- 
as OAU irman 
meeting oi 1 he C 
mission or f

tried to do otherwise as President 
Nasser was still viewed with suspicion 
by many heads of States while Presi­
dent Nkrumah who was about at least 
one hundred years ahead of his fellow 
heads of states was not liked by a great 
many of them for his vision for a 
united Africa. Any attempt on Presi­
dent Nkrumah's part to act more than 
was stipulated in the Rules of Procedure 
would have therefore been taken as 
proof of his "in-ordinate ambition" to 
rule Africa.

The first attempt to increase the 
powers of the chairman was made by 
President Boumedienne during the 
September 1968 summit which took 
place at Algiers. He sought, in the 
course of his opening address, to lay 
down guidelines for solving the Nige­
rian crisis-a topic which was to come 
before the summit conference. By 
1970, however, the powers of the 
chairman had been substantially increa­
sed.

The Summit Conference of that 
year took place at Addis Ababa and 
President Kenneth Kaunda was elected 
the Chairman. Issues discussed at the 
summit included, among others, the 
impending sale of arms announced by 
the newly elected British Government 
to the South African regime. The 
summit decided to send a delegation 
to Britain, France, Germany and the 
United States of America in order to 
persuade Britain not to go ahead with 
the projected sale and put the OAU 
case on arming South Africa before the 
Nato powers. President Kenneth 
Kaunda, in his capacity as the then

Somalia's Said Barre’ OAU Chairman in 1974.

Chairman of the OAU Summit was 
therefore chosen to lead the delegation. 
He was also empowered to address the 
United Nations General Assembly o 
the same issue later in the year. Fror 
then on it had become customary 
the Chairman to be much more actively 
involved in matters of great and grave 
importance to Africa during his term 
of office. He has since then become 
the spokesman for Africa at ev<;ry 
session of the UN General Assembly 
during his term of office.

This pattern, with only slight modi­
fications, was followed closely both by 
General (as he then was) Gowon of 
Nigeria and General Siad Barre of 
Somalia Republic in 1973 and 1974 
respectively. During the 1975-7G 
session, however. Field Marshal Alhaji 
Dr. President Idi Amin of Uganda was 
in the chair. He more than anybody 
else, got really involved in the OAU 
activities.
Idi Amin

When the three parties formin'! the 
Angolan transitional government- 
MPLA, UNITA and FLNA-■ • ■ c



1

I

/

PrEPS-
7)

i

AFRISCOPE JUNE, 1977 9

-ASP PPN'T FZ5BG6T... ALL 
STUe>fc£QN ^^9 SUOULP £>£ 

K&FBQR&PTtf 1U6 COLOHlAl MASTEQS

.......Idly.
>ect Presi- 
the OAU,

jstiori of Zimbabwe he 
1975 that he was ready 

nements for discussions 
. remier Ian Smith and 

groups in Zimbabwe 
willing to hold such

for anxiety 
that the pri 
would feati

Nations trade embargo aga.nst Rhode­
sia.

Rhodesian c 
lifted daily fror 
while Rhodes 
in Gabonese shops, 
present economic be 
production, one would hope that Gabon 
could turn a new leaf and dutifully 
abide by OAU resolutions and actions 
on the Southern African issues. Besi­
des, the alleged involvement of Gabon 
in the abortive invasion of the People’s 
Republic of Benin does not endear it to 
any dedicated Pan-Africanist.

cargoes used to be air- 
im Libreville to Salisbury 

;sian beef were sold openly 
But with the 

>oom, due to oil

Being a conservative, to put if mildly 
it would be too much to expt 
•lent Bongo as Chairman of tl 
to suggest innovations which would 
bring about the much needed restruc­
turing of the organisation to be able 
to cope squarely with African problems. 
It would be day dreaming to expect him 
to suggest concrete ways of solving the 
Spanish Sahara question or to condemn 
the gradual establishment of an ultra­
conservative caucus-as manifest by the 
Zairean crisis-within the OAU. In 
other words he would, at best, be a 
status quo chairman.

the former OAU resolution calling for 
a Coalition Government. He, however, 
indicated that he would be prepared to 
recognise the MPLA if that was the 
majority view. It is worth noting at 
this stage that he had; just a few days 
earlier, joined at Bangui, Central Afri­
can Republic (Now Central African 
Empire) with President Bokassa and 
President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire 
in a renewed call for a government of 
National Unity and an end to foreign 
intervention in Angola. He toured 
some African countries soliciting sup­
port in this regard.

On the ques 
claimed late in 
to make arrangen 
between rebel Prt 
the two liberation gr 
if Mr. Smith was wi 
talks.

President Amin made the proposal 
while holding talks with the British 
acting High Commissioner in Uganda, 
Mr. Hennessy.

Towards the end of his tenure of 
office he cast doubt on the suitability 
of Sir Seewosagur Ramgoolam, the 
Prime Minister of Mauritius where the 
1976 summit was to be held arguing 
that Queen Elizabeth II was the head 
of state of Mauritius. In spite of this 
outburst to the Prime Minister of 
Mauritius, Sir Seewosagur Ramgoolam 
duty became the next chairman follow­
ing the summit which took place there 
last year. He, however, maintained a 
low-profile attitude during his tenure 
of office.
President Bongo

In accordance with the tradition 
the chairmanship would soon be handed 
over to President Bongo of Gabon which 
would host the next summit. Although 
it is natural to assume that the Chairman 
would normally be expected to carry 
out OAU resolutions there are causes 

ty bearing in mind the fact 
aroblems of Southern Africa 
>ture prominently during his 

tenure of office.
President Bongo who once claimed 

to be "a native of two countries; his 
own (Gabon) and France" has on many 
occasions caused eyebrows over the 
Southern African issue. He once dec­
lared his willingness to co-operate with 
South Africa in economic and medical 
fields. As a result of this, his govern­
ment co-operated with both the South 
African millionaire Louis Luyt and a 
major French oil company in the 
construction of a $7 million hotel 
project in Libreville Besides, Gabon 
was once accused of leading the list of 
the principal violators of the United
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OAU Secretary General William Eteki 
Mboumoua.

power, regar 
political ideoloc 
ment. Interr

thought, the 
^-occupied with "the real 
ings, not imagining," as 
Jt it. Machiavelli as E.H. 
iias demonstrated what

-.rise, the rationalist 
e that a rational and 
rder analogous to that

classes whose struggles extend beyond, 
and whose loyalties and affinities 
transcend national boundaries.

It is, however, not necessary here to 
discuss the ambivalence of the revolu­
tionist doctrine or the compromise of 
the Soviet Union with the reality of 
world politics. But it should be pointec 
out that while they regard their co­
existence with capitalist regimes in 
world organizations as only transitional, 
they want these organizations to fight 
what they call "just wars." Military 
intervention against colonial regimes 
in Africa and Asia would not constitute 
aggression against such regimes. They 
are wars of liberation.

The third school of 
Realist, is pre-c 
nature of thin 
Machiavelli put 
Carr wrote hi 
man actually did and not what he should 
do, and he also taught that the essence 
of the state is power. According to 
Machiavelli, "he who neglects what is 
done for what ought to be done sooner 
effects his ruin than his preservation."

Thus the realist approach is domina­
ted by the ubiquity of the struggle for 

irdless of time and place, 
ilogy or form of govern- 
rnational institutions are

centralized system in which the Secu­
rity Council has the right to call upo 
states to act in concert to maintain th 
peace.

In both cases, international institu­
tions are seen as instruments for the 
outlawry of war and for the mobiliza­
tion of the collective power of an inci­
pient world community to deter and 
apprehend the law breaker. Rationalist 
thought is thus imbued with a sense of 
purpose, 'to save successive generations 
from the scourge of war'; to secure 
equal political rights and equal econo­
mic opportunities; to substitute right 
for might through the institution of the 
rule of law which will give protection 
to the powerless against the powerful.

The revolutionist, like the ration­
alist, is animated by the conviction that 
he, too, is working with history, that 
his task is mainly that of accelerating 
an historical process, of giving the 
wheel of history a push. There is an 

t difference, however. The 
rationalist is a reformist, not a revolu­
tionist. Moreover, the rationalist goal 
is an internationalist millennium, that 
is a millennium in which sovereign 
states will continue to exist, even 
though they will co-exist not in a state 
near anarchy, but in an effectively 
functioning world community. By 
contrast, the revolutionist goal is to 
rebuild, not merely to repair, the 
existing world order, the institutions 
of which may need to be demolished, 
to clear a site for the rebuilding. In 
their rebuilding, there would be little 
place for traditional notions of soverei­
gnty. The Communist revolutionists 
who believe in the inevitability of the 
proletarian revolution are forthright, 
regarding the notion of sovereign as 
part of the bourgeois paraphernalia 
which will be swept away with the 
attainment of the cosmopolitan mille­
nnium. Their revolutionist strategy is 
concerned not with a balance of power 
o.r with a community of power, but 
with a monopoly of power as the final 
stage in the transition to proletarian 
cosmopolitanism. For the revolution­
ist, the most significant fact about inter­
national law is its essential theoretical 
superfluity. Strictly speaking, com­
munist doctrine regards the state, the 
primary unit of international law, as 
belonging to the phenomena of super­
structure. It contemplates instead

‘S.O. Agbi
There are, broadly speaking, three 

schools of thought about the nature 
of international institutions and their 
contribution to world order. These 
three schools might be called the 
Rationalist, the Revolutionist and the 
Realist.

The rationalist hates the objectives 
and practices of the Old Diplomacy 
and insists on the need to plan a new 
For Dag Hammarskjold, the United 
Nations was generally concerned in 
terms not of "the traditions of national 
policies of the past.. .but of the needs 
of the present and of the future."

The rationalist starts with the claims 
that though sovereign states are with­
out a common government, they are 
not in a condition of anarchy. Profes­
sor Bull puts this point well when he 
states that, "like the individuals des­
cribed by Locke in his account of the 
state of nature (states) are a society important 
without a government. This society is rationalist 
an imperfect one; its justice is crude 
and uncertain...; and it gives rise to 
recurrent tragedy in the form of war; 
but it produces order, regularity, pre­
dictability, and long periods of peace, 
without involving the tyranny of a 
universal state."

From this premise 
goes on to argue tn<» 
moral political order: 
found at the domestic level can be 
created in international society, thereby 
transforming that society into a true 
community of nations. International 
institutions, the rationalist argues, 
provide the framework for the realisa­
tion of this order, for expressing and 
nurturing the intellectual and moral 
solidarity of mankind, and for the 
application of what are concerned to 
be universally valid moral and legal 
principles, perceptible through reason, 
which will lead to the general renuncia­
tion of the use of force save in the 
common interest and to the inaugura­
tion of the rule of law.

In the Covenant of the League 
Nations, these principles were to ir 
pose themselves directly on the cons­
cience of member-states which, in the 
event of a violation of the law, would 
react against the wrongdoer spontane­
ously under Article 16. The Charter of 
the United Nations looks to a more

Moreovc
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live antidote to power, 
jes, is countervailing 

e a 
i ng 
in­

formation of the O.A.U., debates about 
the organization were carried out on 
two ideological planes. The radical 
African States, the Casablanca 
wanted a United States of 
which would not only make a 
contribution to international 
and goodwill, but will also foster

1
African Economic Committee, 
African Cultural Committee m 
Joint African High Commando! 
of Staff.

The ideas of the Casablanca 
were a crude mixture of the rat 
and the revolutionist modes of 
While they did not call for 
eradication of sovereignty of 
States and wanted to set up a Un 
Africa within the existing fram 
of nation states, they, like the 
tionists believe in the concept 
war.' The thinking behind the 
an African High Command a 
enough. Apartheid policies in Sou 
Africa, and colonialism were see 
form of war against African pe 
which would justify armed intent 
on their behalf. The need fo» a 
intervention would require not 
offering assistance to liberationi 
ments by training their forces, bu 
consolidation of African forces ini 
ness for the inevitable struggle be: 
the continent and its enemies, 
is a realistic assessment of the bl 
of forces in African 
question of feasibility

Botswana's Seretse Khama and other delegates at the Addis Ababa Summit 
caught up in this struggle. The League 
of Nations was for most realist prima­
rily an instrument of the status quo of 
powers. The United Nations was con­
cerned as an 'Armed Concert' of the 
victorious powers to police a world in 
which the defeated would not remain 
so for ever. It became therefore, as 
Professor Goodwin has rightly remarked 
an instrument for the multilateraliza­
tion of the American national interest, 
serving both as a mechanism through 
which American power could be 
brought to bear on peripheral danger 
sports and a moral framework through 
which that power could be exercised 
more acceptably." To the realist now, 
the U.N. represents a triangular balance 
of forces, the non-aligned Afro-Asian 
Powers acting in a sense as the balances.

The only effective antidote to power, 
the realist argue' . .......
power. World order is therefore 
function of a balance of power checkir 

^nd restraining the overweening amt 
tions of the powerful. The task of 
international institutions is to add sta­
bility to the balance and to facilitate 
the adjustment of shifting power rela­
tionships without resort to large scale 
or unlimited war. To this end, inter­
national institutions merely provide a 
convenient point of diplomatic contact 
which may enable statesmen to assess 
each other's intentions more accurately 
and to appreciate better the risks a 
particular policy may involve

The OAU
Let us consider the O.A.U. within 

the framework of the three differing 
odes of thought sketched above. In 

years immediately preceding the

group 
Africa 

i positive 
>1 peace 

and goodwill, but will also foster coope­
ration in economic, social and cultural 
matters among member-states. Their 
ultimate objective, no doubt, was to 
forge political integration of the contf- 
nent; and in doing so, renounce part 
of their sovereignty to the supra­
national body. Kwame Nkrumah is 
reputed to be a strong proponent of a 
continental government. Indeed, his 
Minister of Foreign Affairs made a 
serious plea for the formation of a 
Union of African States to provide the 
framework within which any plans for 
economic, social and cultural coopera­
tion can operate. The institutions of 
such a Union of African states would 
include the following:
1. An African Consultative Assembly 
composed of representatives of every 
African State, 2. An African Political 
Committee of Heads of States, 3. An
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Operating test on the electronic traffic 
signal controller

Traffic control system or a bett 
Progress with Siemer I
1977/34

>W- V '

Nairobi - 500,000 inhabitants and still 
growing - has all the advantages of a big 
town. And its disadvantages. One of them 
was traffic jams.

This has been disposed of. In Kenya's capital, 
the traffic itself now clears the way. In a 
comprehensive traffic control system 
designed and installed by Siemens, 
detectors embedded in the road report 
the traffic density to an electronic control

in
centre, which automatically selects 
the most favourable from among s: 
possible signal programmes. 15 crc 
are then switched to give the "gree. 
to the main stream of traffic, withou 
letting the other road users wait toe ng for ' 
theirturn. The system is expandable 
Next stage: the future inner ring roac.
Siemens supplied the signal heads, 
the cables, the control equipment, the kno\. 
how. Our specialist engineers have 
international experience in designing and f 
installing traffic control systems of all types?.? 
Other contributions by Siemens to the 
infrastructure of African countries include 
a radio studio in Zaire, a network of 
overhead power lines for Nigeria, a satellite 
reception antenna in Ruanda.
With 300,000 employees in 130 countries, 
Siemens develops, produces, installs and 
services high-quality electrical and elec­
tronic equipment for every field of activity 
the world over.
If you want to know more about Siemens 
and the part it can play in the realization 
of your projects, write to: 
Siemens Nigeria Ltd.
P.O.B. 304 - Apapa

Signals to make traffic^* ■ 
smooth and safe.
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international institutions.

The Future
The crucial question which must of 

necessity preoccupy our minds now 
is whether we should allow the O.A.U. 
to continue in its present form as a 
universal umbrella organization shelter­
ing a rather disparate collection of 
partial groupings or we should build a 
strong, supra-national African Organi­
zation which would serve the interest 
of African peoples adequately.

My preference is obvious. It is 
belief that the present age is charact 
zed by a plurality of aims and value 
and that in such a circumstance, i 

—‘‘S must assume a mili 
we are to survive. To this 

a true African Organization 
s predicated on the revolutionist 
>f thought It is only then that

The Charter
However, the arguments of the 

Monrovia states won the day, and on 
25 May 1963, thirty-two independent 
African States met to draw up the 
Charter of the O.A.U. at Addis Ababa 
(Ethiopia). A close study of the Charter

----- gnty of each 
should be a base 
government of 

3Ct for the inter-

tionist goals, members of the Casablanca 
group optimistically thought that the 
O.A.U could mobilize United Nations 
support for their attainment. Thus the 
positive contribution of the radical 
African states to the theory of inter­
national relations was their idea that 
colonialism is a form of permanent 
aggression. As such it is one of the most 
potent threats to world peace. The 
prime task of the O.A.U. would be to 
coordinate efforts with the U.N. in 
eradicating the last vestiges of western 
colonialism and racial discrimination 
from the world.

The other African states, the Monro­
via group, could be said to have imbibed 
the realist rationalist arguments concer­
ning international institutions. On the 
notion of sovereignty, the Monrovia 
states were not prepared to renounce 
their newly won independence. As 
Manama Sule pointed out in reply to 
Ado Adjei's call for African states' 
surrender of sovereignty "at the mo­
ment, we in Nigeria cannot afford to 
form union by government with any 
African states by surrendering our 
sovereignty.... We believe that many 
African states would prefer to rule 
themselves, and that they would like to 
taste the atmosphere of freedom after 
having been under foreign domina­
tion........" Perhaps as a result of the
Federal government's commitment to 
its newly won independence, and as a 
reaction to the Casablanca programme, 
Tafawa Balewa enunciated his own 
political principles which should govern 
inter-state relations in Africa. These 
programmes include:
1. Respect for the sovereignl 
state: 2. No country <’ 
of subversion of the 
another state; 3. Respec 
nal affairs of each state.

The fact that Balewa's ideas appealed 
to many African States mirror the 
interest that the gove 
states had in uphole 
order in Africa aga 
movement and char _ 
version of African cooj 
doubt an expression 
states' idea of intcrr.ctio
It also reflected Nigeria's need to 
prevent the rise of a dangerous rival 
on the continent and from another, 
her interest in securing freedom of 
action in international affairs.

base for the O.A.U. results in its 
structural weaknesses, and these in 
turn, make the O.A.U., like the League 
of Nations, an organization of govern­
ments, not of the people. The failure 
of the O.A.U. arose mainly from its 
structural weaknesses. Perhaps a fur­
ther example will suffice here. It is 
true that th’e Addis Ababa Conference 
provided some permanent machinery 
to which disputes involving member­
states could be referred for discussion, 
and if possible, settlement within t.._ 
African context And while the Coun­
cil was able to bring about a cease-fire

and initiate negotiations in the border 
conflicts between Morocco and Algeria, 
Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia in the 
early'60s no solution to the substantive 
problem was possible.

— partial success of the O.A.U. 
>e disputes was due to the fact 

that they were local in nature. But 
disputes which involve the immediate 
self-interest of member-states and out­
side interests could not be tackled by 
the O.A.U. The bitter division of the 
member-states on the Congo crisis in 
1964/65 and the Angola Crisis in 1975 
is a striking illustration of the lack of 
unanimity of members’ attitude to 
conciliation and mediation in disputes 
involving members. The effects of this 
bitter division on the O.A.U. have been 
brought out by Catherine Hoskyns. 
First, the O.A.U. has no levers which 
it can use against determined foreign 
intervention in African crisis; second, 
that where foreign interests are involved 
as sharply as in the case of the Congo 
crisis, it is impossible to expect that a 
consensus will be maintained except as 
in the case of the Congo crisis, it is 
impossible to expect that a consensus 
will be maintained except at the level 
of inactivity; and third, that in a dispute 
like that in the Congo, where African 
passions and interests are really affected, 
there is likely to be a return to partial 
groupings.

of the O.A.U. reveals that it 
product of ambivalent thinking, 
the Charter called for "the 
emancipation of the African territories 
which are still dependent," there was 
no provision for the coordination of 
African States' military efforts to 
achieve this desirable objective. Also, 
while the Charter enjoins African States 
to adopt a policy of non-alignment, 
it ensures sovereign equality of states 
and non-interference in the internal 
affairs of states. Even if state 'A' 
refused to adopt the policy of non- 
alignment, there was no means of 
checking its anti-O.A.U. foreign policy 
posture. The O.A.U. has no mechanism 
for checking repressive governments in 
Africa.

The O.A.U. has therefore become 
in the realist notion, a mere point of 
diplomatic contact between the African 
States. But the charter's emphasis on 
arbitration, conciliation and freedom 
of individual states has a striking 
resemblance to rationalist thinking. 
Unfortunately, however, the O.A.U.'s 
Charter exhibits its disappointing 
poverty of ideas in relation to either 
the realist or the rationalist mode of 
thought. The O.A.U. is not, as the 
rationalists would have liked 
instrument for the outlawry 
and for the mobilization of the 
ive power of an incipient African c 
mumty to deter and. if need 
apprehend the law breaker. Despite 
the fact that the Charter speaks loosely 
about the need to promote the unity 
and solidarity of the African States 
(Art. 11), it remains silent on the 
crucial question, how?

The O.A.U. also falls short of the 
realist expectation. It does not consti­
tute itself into a potent power bloc to 
stabilize the military balance between 
the two most powerful states. The 
O.A.U. is not a regional defence 
arrangement, for the member-states 
are not bound by any recognition of 
some community of interest and col­
lectivity of action. can peoples

The lack of a clear-cut philosophical attitude if w

must be 
mode of 
we can convince the world that we have 
a manifest destiny and a World Mission.
The impulse of Africans now for an 
institutionalized African unity must be 
given expression Not in the Congres 
of heads of States and Foreign Mini! 
ters, but in a community of African 
peoples. It is only by adopting this 

ion, option from the range of options 
the available to us that we can make the

O.A.U. relevant to our yearnings and 
aspirations.
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Zaire; Mobutu's Tragedy

*P. F. Wilmot

18 AFRISCOPE JUNE. 1977

ar suit-President Mobutu takes 
rovince.

if not realized, 1 
carcase, attractir 
rope, the Uniter

Today, ten years after the publica­
tion of Challenge of the Congo, and 
five years after the death of its author. 
Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, is an appropriate 
time for assessing the contribution of 
this great African nationalist to African 
political thought. Today, if we accept 
Dr. Nkrumah's concept of the "chal­
lenge," we can, in light of the present 
situation in Zaire, decide whether the 
challenge has been met, whether the 
hope has been fulfilled, whether the 
promise has been kept or, on the con­
trary, whether the trust of Africa has 
been tarnished and its interest betrayed.

According to Nkrumah the challenge 
of the Congo stemmed from its strategic 
location, the vastness of its size, and 
the abundance of its mineral wealth. 
At the very heart of Africa, Zaire is 

.bordered by no less than nine coun- 
tries-Angola, Zambia, Tanzania, 
Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Sudan,

t percentages of 
, manganese, cadmium, germa- 

;ad, iron ore, and zinc. Zaire is 
k i agricultural potential and 

issibilities for the develop- 
•eap hydroelectricity. In 

more than most other 
the world, has a sound 

lent, for 
tisfy the 
>ui .ering

lartyrs of th 
puts him on pi' 

letrayer of Africi’i 
since he replace 

spearhead c1 
ression in Africa, 
■ique position c!

in both positive and negative terms,. 
a promise and a threat, as a hopet 
a danger. A natural bridge betwe* 
independent Africa and Africa unfe 
colonial and racist bondage, Zaireta 
out the promise of extending the fr 
of liberation against Portuguese fa 
colonization of Angola and Mozambcj 
and South African racist dominations: 
Azania, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbab* 
Botswana and Malawi. At the sr 
time, Zaire constituted a polenta 
channel for these repressive forces 
reverse the African liberation tide. 7 
wealth of Zaire was a potential wtiitf 

would act like a dea 
ing the vultures of j 
zd States and Japan 

devastate the loins and the sinews o< 
prostrate and mutilated Africa. 0 
Nkrumah concluded, therefore, tfy 
"the degree of the Congo's (Zaire' 
independence will substantially deffi 
mine the ultimate fate of the wh« 
continent of Africa. Free Africa »•! 
never abandon its struggle to endecs 
nialism and to expel white suprem® 
from the whole continent. And mi 
pendent Congo will be un reservedly ij 
Africa's side in that struggle, w**a 
Congo with a government contrail 
by imperialism and neo-colonia' n 
because of its geographical pos ts” 
will be assisting Portuguese colonial® 
and South African apartheid evenR 
playing a neutral or semi-passivero*'

The Traitor
Today, fourteen years after ri 

passage was written, is more th> 
enough time to assess whether "inde­
pendent" Congo (Zaire) has played i 
neutral, semi-passive, or treacher:-- 
role of collaboration with colonial® 
neo-colonialist and racist oppressionC 
Africa. An unbroken thread in thiso 
Zaire's history is Mobutu, sergeant n 
the Belgian Force Publique, frustrate: 
journalist and CIA planton Lumumbi 
Colonel and Chief of Staff of th 
Congolese army at "independence. 1 
self-appointed general, self-made pres 
dent in the coup of November 1965 
confirmed CIA agent, stooge of Am-r- 
can French, and Belgian imperialism 
and staunch collaborator with Port, 
guese fascism and South African racism

Mobutu's role in the capture art 
assassination of Patrice Lumumba, on 
of the first heroes and mi 
African revolution, 
with Tshombe as bt 
trust. Mobutu's rule, si  
Tshombe in 1965 as the 
reaction and retrogrei 
places him in a unit 
dubious eminence.

On 12th September 1960, LumumbJ

Central African "Empire," and Congo 
(Brazzaville)—and sprawls, on a conti­
nental scale, over 2,345,409 km2. No 
other country in Africa—the richest 
continent in the world-possesses the 
vast concentration of wealth locked up 
in the bowels of Zaire. The world's 
biggest producer of cobalt (60%) and 
industrial diamonds, Zaire produces 
also 8% of the world's copper, 4% of 
its zinc, plus significant 
uranium, 
nium, leai 
also rich in 
has vast possi 
ment of chee 
short Zaire, 
countries in  
basis for industrial development, 
the creation of wealth to satisfy 
most basic needs of its long suffer 
and brutalized population.

Because of its central location, its 
size and its mineral wealth, Dr. Nkrumah 
saw the challenge of the Congo (Zaire)
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was arrested by troops t 
7 (ANC).

crisis that 
was sent 

75 to meet 
nd Bureau of 

janize the 
l January 

-----------„ —r reported 
that Mobutu had requested South 
Africa to invade Angola and that the 
racists had threatened to pull out on

and Portuc 
tions agai 
And Mot 
ern imperialism and South African 
racism in aggression against independ­
ent Angola is well documented. For 
example, Colin Legum, hardly a friend 
of African nationalism, reported in his 
booklet on the Angolan 
Chipenda, the FLNA leader, 
from Kinshasa in July 1975 
the Chief of the aparthei 
State Security (BOSS) to org< 
invasion of Angola. In early 
1976 the Johannesburg Star 

requester

plastic surgeons working for the CIA 
to conceal his identity while in Zaire. 
The third involved turning Lumumba 
over to elements hostile to him whom, 
as the agency correctly predicted, 
would know what to do with him. All 
three options involved the collaboration 
of a "high Congolese official." And 
the details of the assassination report 
itself, massive circumstantial evidence, 
and the revelation by American news 

cap- reports that Mobutu was one of the 
ka in African leaders on the CIA j 

.make the identity of this "high 
lese official" unmistakeable.

For purposes of economy, we can 
summarize the middle period of Mobu­
tu's career of treachery. In October 
1968, Pierre Mulele, the Lumumbist lea­
der, was lured to Kinshasa by a promise 
of "amnesty," arrested and killed during 
the "welcoming" celebrations. Mobutu 
prevented the MPLA from using Zaire 
territory as a sanctuary or as an infiltra­
tion corridor from Congo (Brazzaville) 
into Angola. Troops of Zaire, FLNA 
’ igal carried out joint opera- 

ainstMPLA forces in the North. 
Jbutu's collaboration with west-

WML 
Troops of the Zaire army nde in a heavily camouflaged/eep during the Shaba invasion.

. ______ _ i.wvpj of Mobutu's
"national" army (ANC). On 13th 
September Mobutu announced the 
"Neutralization" of Lumumba and 
Kasavubu, and the Assumption of 
power by the ANC till 30th December 
1960. Lumumba was later released. 
On 11th October 1960 Mobutu again 
attempted to arrest Lumumba but was 
frustrated by patriotic elements among 
African troops of the UN command. 
On 1st December, Lumumba was car* 
lured by Mobutu's troops at Nweka m 
Kasai province, imprisoned and tortured. 
On 17th January 1961, Lumumba was 
sent by Mobutu and Kasavubu to 
Elizabethville in Katanga, with tho­
roughly predictable results. On the 
same night, in the presence of Tshombe, 
and his "interior minister,” Godefroid 
Munongo, Lumumba and his two com­
panions were murdered. Typical of 
neo colonial dependence, even this 
supreme act of treachery had to be 
undertaken by foreigners. Lumumba 
was flown to Katanga by a Belgian 
pilot, escorted from the airport by a 
Belgian guard, killed by a Belgian offi­
cer, and certified dead by a Belgian 
doctor.

Behind the whole affair, howi 
was American imperialism, whose 
vities in the Congo were co-ordinated 
by the Central Intelligence Agency 
The U.S. Senate Report on CIA assas­
sinations of foreign leaders reveals that 
the agency had three separate plots or 
options for "neutralizing" Lumumba 
The first involved a highly lethal biolo­
gical toxin, the effects of which resemb­
led the symptoms of a local disease 
The second involved the use of a noted 
figure of the European under-world, 
whose features had been altered by

three occasions unless Mobutu ma 
the request public.

On 17th February 1977, the Jorr. 
de Angola reported Neto's speed1 
15th February in which he nj* 
military bases being used in Zaire • 
aggression against Angola. These*: 
ded Manete, Nvela, Kitoma, L 
Pangala, Dembo, Kmkuzu and Td;.

On 24th February, before the foie 
diplomatic corp in Luanda, Netoci. 
details of "Cobra 77," a joint lv- 
South African-mercenary operate- 
involving air, sea and armoured grcv 
forces of Zaire, South Africa, FNLA 
UNITA and FLEC, Scheduled': 
September or October of this 
the forces would be co-ordinated 
American CIA-recruited officers ope' 
ting under mercenary cover.

Significantly, South Africa's stat. 
mg of 50,000 troops on the Ange 
Namibia border, its acts of continue, 
aggression against Angola using re?. , 
and puppet UNITA troops, ano 
clearance of population andvegetr. 
from a mile-wide "no-go area, toco: 
named "operation cobra 1976."

On 25th February troops fromZa - 
reportedly led by white mercen*" 
massacred 43 Angolan civilians mS: 

them Angola not far from Pjr:-
Patrioting Uprising

The recent popular uprising in Za • 
beginning in the first week of V. • 
is the action of patriotic elements f 
cipally in Shaba and Kivu provmcn 
Mobutu's response to this uprisings*' 
within the context of his neo-cokr. 
up bringing and socialization. Instu- 
of recognizing the real causes of n 
uprising-neo-colonial exploited 
political repression and cultural de? 
neration—Mobutu immediately brarc 
shed the anti communist red-hertf 
blaming Angola, Cuba and Russia, u 
everybody but Mobutu. Mobutu > 
interview (Newsweek 18th April 1977 
with the hysterical anti-commumstsC; 
Borchgrave sounds very much lit 
Nguyen van Thieu, just before he wu 
flushed Juwn the neo-colonial dra” 
With armed forces of 60,000 (at lut 
on paper) Mobutu could muster ju" 
1,000 troops to guard Kolwezi, them:.* 
important town in Zaire, in the l«t 
two weeks. Despite being $3 bitten 
dollars in debt to his western patrons, 
and despite vast annual revenues fro~ 
copper and other minerals, Mobutu 
reported to be one of the richest me 
in the world, had neglected to bu1" 
roads in the region and had not PJ< 
his troops for six months.

Instead he had to go hat in hand:? 
the western imperial powers, and rex 
tionary Arab and African countries 
France which supported reactions <
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puppet forces in Nigeria and Angola, 
suddenly emerged as a staunch support­
er of political stability in Africa, having •; 
the gaul to cry "Africa for the Africans" 
in a meeting with Francophone African ; 
leaders who are kept in power by i 
generous supplies of French troops i 
and equipment. Belgium, the principal i 
organizer of Tshombes secession, has | 
suddenly discovered the value of Afri- J 
can territorial integrity. And to cash I 
in on Jimmy Carter's human rights S 
campaign, Mobutu demanded that the 
American government support the rights I 
of his troops to drink Coca Cola. But i 
unfortunately Carter was a friend of f 
the President of Pepsi Cola so Mobutu t 
had to buy his tinned coke with money v 
supplied by the CIA. American support i

workers who had left to join the 
uprising, as well as of those who had 
fled after the collapse 
Katangan rebellion in tl 
first defensive lines were set up 
not outside the town, meanin 
the objective was not to pre 
town but to hold the populati 
age. As in Hue, Mobutu would have 
"saved" the town by destroying it.

In the Daily Times of 19th March 
1977 Robert Mugabe, joint chairman 
of the Zimbabwe Patriotic Front, 
sed Zaire, Ivory Coast and Gabt 
breaking sanctions against the Rhode­
sian rebel regime. The centre of 
sanctions breaking in Zaire is Mbothi 

tho, a cousin of Mobutu, member 
Lonrho's board of directors, and the 

second richest man in Zaire after 
Mobutu himself. Litho owns the 
societe generale d'alimentation, a large 
scale distributor of food from Rhodesia 
and South Africa. Although the Zam- 
bian-Rhodesian border is closed to 
Zambian traffic, Mobutu uses the

"Chairman's” public support for 
French interference in the internal 

•affairs of the peoples of Zaire.
According to the Sunday Punch of 

25th April 1977, Mobutu is busy 
recruiting British mercenaries at the 
rate of #1,169.86 per month, with 
money supplied him by the CIA. The 
principal recruiter is John Banks of 
Angolan mercenary fame. So far 
Mobutu is reported to have spent 
$26 million on arms and men.

After making rapid progress toward 
Kolwezi in the first two weeks, the 
insurgents stopped because Mobutu's 
forces, led by French "advisers" threa­
tened to kill their families, most of 
whom were still in the town. Western 
intelligence helped draw up lists of

Zambia-Rhodesia-South Africa res 
for both imports and exports, indus 
210,000 tons of copper in 1976. HI 
desian minerals are exported prmcipa 
under South African cover, butircx 
singly under Zaire cover as well. Me< 
tu's continued use of the Rhodes 1 
South African route instead ol 
more convenient Benguela route, r 
cates his continued hostile intenta 
toward Angola since he could not® 
carry out aggression against that cog 
try while the minerals from neighbor 
ing Shaba province were being evacu 
ed to the ports of Lobito and Ben:.= 

This summary has shown that Mob. 
is "controlled by imperialism and ra 
colonialism" and that, far from playw 
a "merely neutral or semi-passive rota 
Zaire has actively collaborated 
Portuguese colonialism and Sou 
African apartheid. Thus Dr. Nkrumr 
prediction, based on his anlysrs o 
Zaire's strategic importance, has t» 
confirmed by events. While accept1 
this conclusion, however, one needs: 
ask why the situation has develop 
in the way it has, since Dr. Nkruri 
was one of the most active partiopr 
in the affairs of the Congo leading: 
the ascenscion of Mobutu.
The Sad De-Rail

Two factors are of crucial impc 
ance in this regard, first the actnriti i 
Ghana's troops in the UN continps 
and second the type of political syra 
Nkrumah recommended to Lurmra 

On the first score, 
were commanded by 
General Alexander, v»i. 
from the British An"’ 
Chief of Defence Staff. Nkrvrr 
quotes Alexander as saying: "I of" 
found it difficult to act on Nkrumr 
orders without feeling that I might ( 
hurting British interests." Yet, despi 
this clear evidence of divided loyalti 
despite Lumumba's complaints aba 
the white officers in the GhanaJ 
force, and against the advice of Ghani 
ambassador to the Congo, Nknjtru 
dismissed Alexander only in 1961, afti 
the damage had been done. Ons c 
the senior officers in the force, Gentt 
(then Colonel) Ankrah, was to hei 
organize the coup that toppled Nkn 
mah in 1966. It was Ankrah W 
Brigadier Otu, acting presumably 0 
Alexander's orders, who prevents 
Lumumba from using the broadcastin 
station while allowing Bolikango at* 
others of his enemies to use it Wh-. 
Mobutu illegally arrested Lumumb 
on 12th September, 
Ankrah. refused the reqt 
the Ghanaian ambassado 
should release him. And i

jirr
Moroccan troops in the Shaba operations: How genuine was their assistance?

for Mobutu contrasts with its under­
hand role in the Nigerian Civil War 
which it termed an "internal affair" 
and a "British responsibility"

The Moroccan expeditionary force 
is drawn from the 30,000 troops fight­
ing a colonial war to subjugate the 
peoples of the Western Sahara. These 
troops, heavily armed by the U.S.A 
and France, are led by Ahmed Dlimi, 
the killer of Ben Barka. The war 
against the heroic resistance of the 
Polisario, is a classic, genocidal war of 
colonial aggression. The first act of 
support for Mobutu by these Moroccan 
saviours was the killing of two Zairoiso 
children.

To its lasting shame, the OAU has 
cowardly refused to condemn the vio­
lation by Morocco and Mauritania of 
the clauses of its own charter concern­
ing the rights of colonial peoples to 
self-determination, and respect for the 
integrity of colonially established 
boundaries. At the same time it has 
acquiesced, through its silence, in its
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LJ For further information about 
P| UK/West African Lines Joint 
I I Service please wnte to­
rn D A. Okwuraiwe - West African 
L Representative,PO Box5049. 
— Lagos, Nigeria.

Trading with West Africa? 
Freight with UKWAL, a joint 
service of the six experienced 
shipping lines on the UK - 
West Africa run. , 
With a total of almost 300 years 
of successful trading to all 
West African ports, you can rely 
on UKWALs expenence, 
skill and service.
Frequent, regular sailings; the 
number of vessels employed, 
the volume of cargo space 
available. All these give the 
shipper everything he needs to 
operate at maximum efficiency 
m highly competitive markets.

UKWAL excel in offering - 
 vessels with refrigerated 

space  palletisation 
 containerisation  specialised 

UKWAL loading and unloading 
equipment in UK and West 
African ports for fast and safe 
cargo handling  efficient 
documentation (UKWAL 
developed the 'Standard 
Shipping Note' and the ‘received 
for shipment1 Waybill). 
Add competitive freight rates 
and secunty of cargo, and you 
can see why West African 
Freightway is the nght way. 
With the professionals.

West African 
Freightway

UK/West Africa Lines 
Joint Service
ELDER DEMPSTER LINES • PALM LINE 
THE GUINEA GULF LINE • BLACK STAR LE 
THE NIGERIAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINt 
HOEGH LINES
Secretariat 
UK/West Afnca Lines Joint Service 
India Buildings. Liverpool L2 OQD 
■telephone: 051-2361024/5. Ttelex: 629190 
telegrams UKWAL LIVERPOOL 
D. A. Okwuraiwe 
West African Representative 
PO Box 5049, Lagos. Nigeria 
telephone. 21872 & 2669L Ext 738 
■telex: Lagos 21234 & 21432 
Cables- CONREP

First for West Africa
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f any sort yet 
j. The exercise 

>ort facilities were seen 
■fested in the various 

infrastructure

iroblem. 
il Deve- 

port 
had

v repl<
*quisiti
e port is highly 
>able of doubling

for the transportation and evacuation 
of traffic passing through it. There 
was lack of adequate development of 
railways, roads and inland water trans­
port.

All these were taken care of in the 
third Development Plan which is being 

' ' ’ ’ly as it affects
In the current 

is being committed 
Federal Government in the 
lent of 
in Can

Some critics have described Nigeria 
as a newly oil-rich society eager to get 
hold of the world's goods but still lacks 
the highly-developed infrastructure and 
organisation to land and deliver the 
goods efficiently.

The same critics remarked that the 
Lagos Ports Complex that handles on 
the average, above 70 per cent of the the traffic was increasing.

manift
port infrastructure which 
beyond to the evacuation 
plants and equipment over- 

I support facilities over-

was largely caused by this pro. 
If perhaps the Second National I 
lopment 1970-74 in respect of 
development and reconstruction 
been implemented, there would not 
have been a congestion.

All this time, the pc 
without improvement of

jrts.
.and wharf will be 

this year, and is 
:ted to provide 10 more berths 
e Lagos Port Complex. The third 

Wharf extension which may 
completed early next year, will

executed fast especially 
the port development, 
plan, about f£26m 
by the 
development of port 

The Tin Can Islar 
ready in October, t 
expected to provide 
to the Lagos Port 
Apapa 
also be . . .
provide six berths in addition to the 
existing 16. There are other emergency 
projects on the Lagos Port Complex 
some of which have since taken off.

Similar expansion programme was 
planned for other ports in the federa­
tion all of which would be ready by 
1980. The Port Harcourt wharf is being 
constructed at a new site spanning 
about 61.2 kilometres.

The port development since the 
current financial year has not been 
restricted to merely providing additional 
berths but also to the replacement of 
the old plants and acquisition of 
ones. Presently, the port is highly 
mechanised and is capab'° nf 
its capacity.

demand for 
to have 
integral 
extended 
processes, | 
used and 
stretched.

Had the NPA been contacted before 
the Ministries placed order for goods, 
it would have discouraged the extra­
ordinary purchases of cement as there 
were no port facilities to cope with the 
upsurge.

The massive importation of cement 
by the Federal Ministry of Defence was 
identified by the authority as one of 
the main causes of the congestion. At 
the peak of congestion, 65 per cent of 
the total number of ships with homo­
geneous unit loads were cement or 
order by the ministry.

Some other causes of the congestion 
included the FESTAC, liberal Customs 
policy and the Udoji Review Commis­
sion. Goods ordered for FESTAC, for 
instance, had firm dates of delivery 
and did upset existing berthing arrange­
ments.

It is important also to realise that 
the causes of port congestion are not 
only limited to the ports but also arise 
from the inland transport modes which 
in this case were inadequate. Every 
port depends absolutely on those modes

Control
To tackle the congestion as an 

immediate remedy, the NPA introdu­
ced several measures aimed at co­
ordinating and controlling the influx 
of ships into the country's ports. It 
was after the congestion, they knew 
that it was necessary that the volume 
of cargoes coming in through it be 
equated to the country's need of essen­
tial commodities and the facilities 
available for handling of these tonnages.

When some measures seemed to be 
paying off, the port management felt 
it was necessary to introduce more 
stringent ones. Most of the measures 
were on how to get rid of the cement 
ships and many other tramp vessels 
without disrupting the normal port 
operation and to ensure that essential 
goods like milk, sugar, salt, flour were 
made readily available to the market.

There was such measures as the 
registration of all vessels coming to 
Nigeria irrespective of whatever cargoes 
they intended to carry so that clearance 
would be obtained before sailing. The

Nigeria's total sea-borne trade is among 
the best in the world for sheer through­
put of conventional break-bulk goods 
over the admittedly limited berths at 
its disposal.

One is tempted to agree entirely 
with such critics when one remembers, 
for instance, that the Lagos Port which 
was primarily built and developed to 
handle a traffic of about 270,000 
metric tonnes is handling almost double 
her planned capacity.

It is a common knowledge that the 
management of the authority and the 
various port users are finding it difficult 
to cope with this increased volume of 
traffic.

If the whole story of growth and 
development of a country can be 
narrated by analysing the volume and 
variety of cargoes passing through the 
ports of that country, then it is easy 
to describe Nigeria's economy.

The total cargo throughput at 
Nigerian ports (inward and outward 
tonnage) in 1955-56 was 2.74 million 
tonnes, rose to 4.84 million tonnes 
ten years later and again to 8.95 
million tonnes in 1975-76. The expect­
ed throughput (excluding cargo throu­
ghput of petroleum) for 1976-77 is 
12.39 million tonnes.

This phenominal increase in the 
cargo throughput at our ports would 
continue for as long as we remain a 
consumer-oriented economy. What 
baffles most people is the claim that 
the Nigerian Ports Authority did not 
anticipate this sharp increase in the 
volume of traffic.

There was as common with us, no 
long term planning nor proper co ordi- 
nation at all levels including the one 
that should exist between the Autho­
rity and the Federal Ministry of Trans­
port. The Authority was faced with 
the problem of red-tapism common 
with all public utilities as it has to 
clear with the ministry to get anything 
done. The ministry, on the other hand, 
empowered by Decree 34 of 1969, , 
issued directives of a general or spec1'11 
nature with regards to the duties 
the authority.

The congestion which has became
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0 HOUSEHOLD/PERSONAL EFFECTS: Packed, steel 
banded, crated and shipped on express container vessels.

O CARS: Collection arranged, waxed and prepared for 
shipment.

0 AIR FREIGHT: Special rates from 90p per kilo.
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TRIANA 
makes the world smaller

At Triana we have a long and varied 
experience in all aspects of freighting, 

and as agents for the world wide Kuehne 
and Nagel Organisation we have all the 

world's trade centres within easy reach.

Triana has the means to move, store and 
deliver the goods. A fast, reliable and 

personal service for importers and 
exporters.

Wwrl
32b Worrl/Sopolo Rood,
P.M.B. 1105, 
Effurun-Warrl

Contact us for:
• Clearing and forwarding
• Specialized Container Services
• Air freight and Airchartering Services
• Bonded and Free Warehousing
• Special Direct Delivery Service (SDDS)
• Special Projects
• Shipping & Ship Agencies
• Lighterage Services
• Packing & Removal Services
• Transportation throughout Nigeria

Branches:

by moving your freight 
faster, safer, farther.

Kaduna
2, Junction Road, 
P. O. B. 4043, 
Tel: 43307

Ibadan 
l|obu Bye Pass, 
P.M.B. 5427, 
Tel. 23541.

Ikoja (Airfreight) 
19, Kodosoh Street, 
P.M.B. 1201, 
Tel: 33440, 33456.

Port-Harcourt 
10, Joseph Way Rood, 
P.M.B. 5116 
Tel; 338

Kano
21/22, Civil Centro
P.M.B. 3146, 
Tel: 3701
Telex: "TRIANK 77157"

Apapa (H.O.)

TRIANA LTD
‘  18/20 Commercial Rnad. P.M B 1084
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rnnriated more 
•w.id, the liner 
well at all, it 
i completely.

further shipment of cement to Nigeria 
B and prohibited part loading of ship 

with cement. This embargo was lifted 
as soon as nearly all the cement ships 
were cleared through mid-stream dis­
charge operation which has now be- 

* come very popular in the Lagos Port 
Complex.

Mid-stream Discharge Operation
Infact it has been identified as being 

largely responsible for the improvement 
of the Lagos throughput. During the 
months of April, 1977 alone, it accoun­
ted for 48 per cent of the total imports 
discharged. It also accounted for the 
loading of nearly 2,000 metric tonnes 
of export cargoes during the same 
month. The port had during the 
month achieved a total throughput 
of 555,035 metric tonnes made up of 
526,802 tonnes of imports and 28,233 
tonnes of exports.

Although the figure shows a remark­
able increase of about 29 per cent over 
the figures for the corresponding period 
of last year, it was 20,669 tonnes less 
than the figure for the previous month.

The mid-stream discharge operation 
involved only cement at first. That 
time it was handled by a few syndicates 
appointed by the Federal Government. 
One of the syndicates, Aeromaritime 
International Management Services 
Limited, was discharging between 
80,000 and 100,000 bags of cement 
each day, which was later increased 
to 160,000 bags. This operation later 
spread to fertilizer vessels and other 
vessels carrying non-perishable commo­
dities like iron rods. Now, nearly 
every commodity is being discharged 
mid-stream. All sorts of cargoes can 
now be seen at the kinkiri lighterage 
terminal which unfortunately has poor 
security facilities. Like the Chairman 
of NPA, Brigadier G.C.A. Ally declared 
recently, with the mid-stream dischaige 
operation, the Lagos Port Complex is 
now capable of working 60 ships 
simultaneously at any given time. 
Berth Allocation & Conference Lines

NPA expects that at least 20,000 
metric tonnes would be achieved at 
each berth each month. If such a 
target is not met by any consortium 
of shipping lines appropriated priority 
berths, such a consortium, otherwise 
called, Conference Lines, would lose 
the chance of being appropri 
berths. If on the other hanc 
conference is not doing v 
may forefeit the berth .
None of the liner conferences has lost 
its berth as yet but it is obvious from 
their performance that instead of losing 
the berth, they will all be granted addi­
tional berths when the Tin Can wharf 
and the third Apapa Wharf extension 
are completed.

I InitnrT k'mnrlr'm Wort Afrtran I

again, 
ment 
agent, 
at the 
over tf 
a shepht 
port because they occupied a better part 
of the area. The container seat at 
Berth 14 was in a terrible state and 
nothing was really working. By then, 
about 1,540 were landed in six months.

CTC is now landing between 4,000 
and 5,000 containers each month. The 
figure represents the maximum landing 
that is possible with the present berth­
ing and terminal facilities. During the 
first six months, a total of 15,609 
containers were evacuated. This is. 
about 2,000 containers more than the 
number that entered the port during 
the period. According to Mr. Kurt 
Neilsen, the Managing Director of CTC, 
"Nigerian importers using container

Containerization
One big achievement of the NPA 

since 1975 is in the field of containeri­
zation. They brought in Container 
Terminal Company (Nigeria) Limited 
(CTC) to try and get things moving 

prior to the company's appoint- 
as the container management 

, containers formed a big menace 
j ports. They were scattered all 
the port area like sheep without 

terd and helped to congest the 
>ortbecausethe^ 
f the area.

i (UKWAL), a consortium of four ship- 
i ping lines including Nigerian National 
I Shipping Line (NNSL), Palm Line and 
• Elder Dempster Line, has exceeded the 

target. UKWAL is proud of the fact 
that at the two priority berths which 
it has been using since the congestion, 
it has been landing cargo at an average 
annual rate of 300,000 tonnes per 
berth.

1 It is quoted as being in excess of any 
general cargo berth in the UK, Europe, 
the US or the Far East and, way ahead 
of rival conferences with similar facili­
ties trading with the Continental Europe 
and Japan.

Continental West African Conference 
which has up to seven member lines 
achieves the set target hence it has up 
to three berths allocated to it. These 
are berths 6, 7 and 8. It has one in 
Port Harcourt port and also allowed to 
discharge mid-stream in one of the Burys 
like UKWAL The scope or range of 
geographical area served by the Ameri­
can West African Freight Conference 
(AWAFC) extends from Montreal and 
ports east thereof in Canada, the North 
Atlantic and South Atlantic Coast and 
the Gulf of Mexico of the United 
States to the West African countries 
beginning from Mauritania and extend­
ing through Angola including islands 
off the West African Coast and the 
Canary and Cape Verde Island.

It has 14 member lines and the 
number of countries in West Africa 
served directly by the conference lines 
total 16, while the number of vessels 
operated by its members to West Afri­
can ports total 52.

It achieved a throughput of 91,028 
metric tonnes, last year, 15,698 tonnes 
of which were milled rice. NPA 
believes their appropriated berths is 
underutilized and does not justify a 
call for more berth which the liner 
conference has been making.

AWAFC believes it would have 
achieved a lot more if not for the 
emergency measure which NPA adopted 
whereby the non-conference line vessels 
were discharged in the appropriated 
berths.

The Far East West African Confe 
rence (FEWAC) also has only one 
berth in Apapa. It has also been press­
ing for more berths. Membership of this 
line incldde the Lagos and Niger Ship­
ping Line which is one of the biggest 
shipping companies in Nigeria. It is 
responsible for most of the Japanese 
or Taiwanese goods which now flood i 
the Nigerian market. FEWAC is often 
plagued with space problem in their < 
shed because of the type of cargo that < 
comes through them. The liner confe- r 
rence cannot stock a cargo like TV sets t 
or radio and so makes maximum use of f 
its shed which when it get congested 
nrouantc fiirthor rlierhorninn Hnlu ♦

recently, the receivers of the carga 
have begun responding to the call lo 
immediate collection and it would apt 
ear that such problem will no tonge 
arise.

The Association of Nigerian India 
neous Conference Line (ANICL)whid 
was the last to be allocated a berthu 
Apapa comprises four Nigerian shippin 
companies. These companies are fully 
owned and subscribed by Nigerian 
They are Nigerian Green Lines, Nigeria 
Far East Line, Equatorial Line ant 
Falcon Line. The Association's bed 
5 is still being under-utilized. Th 
member lines apart from being new d 
the business, are not well-equipped a 
yet Besides, they have a number 0 
issues to settle between them toeffec 
a smooth operation.

Some non-members of this assoca 
tion have been pressing to join asthq 
feel they are qualified to belong. Il 
does not, however, seem they will bi 
considered as no statement has bee* 
made by its spokesman. This Assoc* 
tion really needs a lot of encourage­
ment for it to improve. It would nd 
be out of place too to grant it mcr 
berths and expand its membership.

Shipping is an area in which a 
country could lose considerable anxxxd 
of foreign exchange annually through 
non participation by indigenous insti­
tutions. Actually, it seems the appro­
priation of berths to conference lues 
to enhance productivity and thereby 
quicken the turn-round of these ships 
was the most effective of all the mess- 
res so far taken.
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Shipping 
Searing 
Transport 
Airfreight 
Container 
operators 
Ware housing

AFFILIATED WITH 
SCAC-PARIS AND 
SCANAFRIC- 
COPENHAGEN

Head office:
Apapa
26, Creek Road 
P.O. Box 2206 - Lagos 
Phone:47776-9 
Telex: 21244 freight 
Cables: freight

Branches in:
Ikeja airport
Port Harcourt
Sapele
Koko
Warri
Calabar
Kano
Kaduna

*LRAINE
THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORTERS (Nigeria) limited
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CLEARING AND 
FORWARDING 

BUSINESS
one of the 

5 Promotion

Naira. It 
business 1 
a heavy 
workers.

er charges 0 
the te"**

agencies 
the ship-

h f 
-;tcr L'r! 
jncies I* 
ng fast as 
jstome*

the Stage where the customs and Excise 
comes m. If they eventually get over 

often takes 
they arrange 
the goods to 

the own-

the Customs checks which 
a long time to complete, 
for transportation to take 
their customers who are also 
ers.

Customs regulations in Nigeria are 
known to be causing a certain amount 
of delays which in turn is reflected by 
congestion in the transit sheds and 
adjoining warehouses.

However, it is necessary that trade 
control formalities be introduced. The 
customs tariffs are levied not with the 
primary purpose of generating revenue 
but also to protect and encourage the 
growth of young developing industries. 
In order to conserve foreign exchange, 
it is necessary to impose certain restric­
tions on imports; this also had the 
added benefit of encouraging local 
private industries.

It is everybody's wish that the cus­
toms regulation be modified and sim­
plified further with a view to obviating 

usually caused by the long and 
s formalities before cargo clear-

Clearing and forwarding a 
play a very important role in tf 
ping industry. They act as middlemen 
between the importersand the shippers.

Soon after goods are shipped by 
shippers to Nigerian receivers or import­
ers, it is the clearing and forwarding 
agents who ensure that the goods are 
safely delivered. They find out when 
the actual ship carrying the goods will 
arrive at the Nigerian ports and when 
it will berth either at the herd quays 
or in the case of the Lagos Port 
complex, mid-stream.

When the goods are finally loaded, 
they ensure quick clearance going 
through all formalities. Often, they 
do not have problems until they get to

toms r® 
plified . 
delays i 
tedious 
ance could be effected.

It is obligatory that the clearing and 
forwarding agents should own delivery 
vans with which to deliver the goods 
they clear. Sometimes, they .are made 
to take delivery of the goods from the 
ship side where such a good would not 
need to be taken transit sheds. This 
procedure helps to decongest the put. 
The 90 per cent delivery concession as 
it is called is not granted to any agency 
except those remain and reliable.

Clearing and Forwarding agencies 
are highly profitable ventures which 
do not require expertise or sound edu­
cation.

Thousands of Nigerians are already 
in the business, this being ,h“ 
areas by Nigerian Enterprises 
Decree (NEPD) exclusively reserved for 
national.

Owing to the high demand for the 
services of the clearing and forwarding 
agents, there are lots of mush room 
agencies which also favourably compete 
with the bigger ones.

Thiscompetition although unhealthy, 
helps to keep the charges fairly low 
except for the very big agencies which 
would not be affected by increase in 
the number of generators.

Such agencies depend solely on name 
and longstanding association with 
multi-national companies. The trend 
has been for very big importers to 
stick to the big clearing and forwarding 
agents. If there were only big import 
ers in Nigeria, then there would be no 
chance for the small clearing and for 
warding agents, but we have small

of their supplies at their stores or 
factories within a few days margin. 
They can know the availability date 
from their overseas suppliers and can 
plan the shipment by the particular 
vessel knowing also the expected arrival 
date in Apapa of this vessel."

The congestion of port areas with 
containers has been eliminated. Con­
tainers are now stacked only on confin­
ed or terminal areas controlled by CTC. 
All containers are dully registered and 
immediately available to receivers.

CTC still needs the co operation of 
receivers in the evacuation of these 
landed containers. The evacuations 
for each month since November 1975 
when they began operating, has been 
less than the landings. The Lily-Pond 
has a capacity it can take and if the 
receivers do not respond fast to collect 
their containers there, the place would 
get congested or the container company 
would cut-down on their rate of landings.

Meanwhile, the importers have been 
complaining of the high container char­
ges imposed on them by the company. 
On the other hand, the company feels 
its charges are very fair.

Finally, with the introduction of an 
integrated port-Cargo handling system 
aimed at consolidating stevedoring and 
shore handling functions, shipping ser­
vices appears to be past the take off 
stage that is, assuming the National 
handling Company and the other four 
Stevedoring contractorswill now effect­
ively manage the dock workers and 
their Union.

importers than the big ones.
Nigerians are predominantly trader! 

There is hardly any one who does ft- 
buy and sell. Most of these tradersc. 
a bit further by embarking on import 
tion of materials they sell. We ottr 
have such traders claiming: "Imports 
Exporter, Manufacturers represental. 
and such-like terminology which th. 
print against their name in their businc 
cards. With this large number r 
people in the importation busmes 
there is bound to be as many clear " 
and forwarding agents. Some «• 
operate even without licences r- 
offices. These are quite a number v." 
manage to buy a van which they & 
for dual purpose-to deliver theirc_ 
tomers goods as well as office to 
where they operate. Some mtf- 
room clearing and forwarding agr. 
have in fixed addresses and some®* 
rate from their living houses. 
it does not really matter where you 
operating from what matters is • 
much money you make each «■ 
This often amounts to thousands- 

appears to be the mostP‘> 
which does not infact rec-• 

investment nor too ri 
There are those who ** 

only one or two workers and are 
to cope with the number ofcust^-' 

they attend to.
These days, come of the small*d 

ing and forwarding agents are able 
win over traditional customers 
the big agents and this is because 
offer better services. The small 
are faster and seem to be more 
to the Customs and Excise or the 
officials from whom the goods 
be claimed.

Apart from the higher 
these big agents, there is ths - •
of their not carring so much for "■ 
customers because they would not 
bothered if customers withdraw 
of the customers have had long-stand' 

association with them.
A bulk of the new clearing * 

forwarding agencies were formed^ 
the former employees of such 
agencies like Elder Dempster L 
Panalpina. These new agen 
been known to be developinc 
will strive to impress the cus 
win their confidence.

There are those who believe ’1 
the richest Nigerians now are tn0- 
who are in a way or the other ha»e 1 
do with the shipping trade. Most < 
these people are clearing and forward1' 
agents. Even with the large numb?' ■ 
the agencies now operating in our5 
ports, one tends to believe that tf- 
ratio with Nigerian importers is 
to 20.
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K&C

Ahmadu Bello Way 
Kaduna.

1 Russel Avenue 
Kano.

ROUND THE CLOCK WE WORK ON LAND 
AND SEA. WITH REFINED EFFICIENCY 
AND MAXIMUM SECURITY IN . . .

CLEARING • SHIPPING • FORWARDING

king &geoge nig. lid.
ASSURANCE AT ITS BEST IN RELIABILITY
PROMPT AND REMARKABLE SERVICE )

6. 4 Ogaga Road, 
Off Adeola Road, 
SAPELE

2. King & George (Nig.) Limited 
3a Airport Road
IKEJA
Lagos

3. 21 Potts Johnson Street 
Port Harcourt.

S^Ukpokili S.,...,

1. King & George (Nig.) Limited
27. Duala Road
P. M. B. 1130 
APAPA
Phone 41873
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While wishing all our readers more useful 
of readership, we also wish every one bettf* 
luck next time. All prizes will be posted throug*1 
the contact addresses of winners.

The Management of AFRISCOPE, Your Month! 
.Brief on Africa, wishes to express their profouni 
gratitude and appreciation to its readers af 
especially, all those who sent in entries for th 
Competition.

DAYS TRANSIT SERVICE
(UK—Nigeria)

*The panel however declared the second pr: 
of f*80.00 ,to Mr. Okolie Nwankpele of P.MI 
1072, APAPA, LAGOS.

into ways 
in our line..

♦ Messrs. S. Ibibi-Somoni of 11 Hospital Roa 
Port Harcourt, Rivers State and Christian I 
Nwanne of Holy Ghost College, P.O. Box: 
OWERRI, IMO State are to share the third prz 
of #4=50.00. That is #4=25.00 each.

24220, 21199, .
Telex: 21511 Elapat
Telegraphic address: VERITCO, Lagos.

We believe, however, that the inability of on 
panel of judges to declare an overall wintf 
in spite of the numerous entries is a reflect^' 
of the paucity of the knowledge of Africa' 
Affairs of most competitors which we at th 
end have and will continue to strive so hart 
to bring to our readers.

• Plus one year free subscription of Afriscop 
for all winners.

Sapper: can now take advantage of our new service 
a 21 days transit time with full load trailer movement 
direct to Apapa from Europe on roll on. roll off 
vessel.
We offer shipping space on conventional vessels (with 
priority berth) from UK every month. We can also 
handle shipping of export cargoes, faster and mere 
economically
These services we render in conjunction with 
‘INTER-EUROSCAM SERVICES LIMITED” - a 

well - known U.K. based forwarders.
For quick clearing and forwarding, telephone or 
come to us raaias&coMM

47, Campbell Street.
P. O Box 4584.
Lagos
Phone'

beat the ports 
congestion through 

VERITAS 
(Clearing and Forwarding agents)

Our business is clearing and forwarding. And we are 
always looking into ways and means of over-coming 
all obstacles in our line., obstacles like delays and 
Ports congestions.

Readership

Results
After a careful scrutiny of all the entries recent 
the panel of judges could not find any particular 
inspiring to be declared overall winners.
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ssion 
e by

jolitical, not 
jal, compati- 
particularly 
leader who 
f primitive 
ictic when

a(lie 4ll

can remain indifferent to the 
complexion of its neighbours, 

t country bent on eliminating 
jnialism and racism must adopt 

imperialism as well 
jerialism.

Africa arranged at the Berlin Conference 
of 1884." Ten years later General 
Murtala Mohammed declared that 
Angola merely provides the occasion to 
recreate the 19th century partition 
of Africa into spheres of influence 
where the predominant consideration 
will be the interests of the big powers 
without any consideration for the in­
alienable rights of the African."

When Tshombe visited De Gaulle 
m 1964, Belgian officials accused the 
French of "unfriendliness," as if the 
15 million Congolese did not exist. 
When Giscard D'Estaing recently trans­
ported Moroccan mercenaries and arms 
to Zaire, V 
Foreign Mir 
French that

how to protect those interests, t 
we are capable of resolving Afrit 
problems without presumptuous lessi 
in ideological dangers which, mi 
often than not, have no relevance 
us, not for the problem at hanc

Brothers and sisters, as peoples 
Africa, our position vis-a-vis Afnc 
interests can only be Africa fir: 
Africa second! Africa always!

Ad immigo nem um palmo de terr 
(To the enemy not one handful of so: 
A lutta continual
(The struggle continues!)
Vittoria e certe!
(Victory is certain!)

Van Elslande, the Belgian 
mister, again reminded the 

Zaire is a historically 
legitimate sphere of Belgian interests.
A Luta Continua

The only answer to such arrogant 
and patronizing attitudes, a reflection 
of long-standing colonial and neo­
colonial domination, is an African 
nationalism that puts the interests of 
Africa above all other interests, that 
recognizes the integrity and indivisibi­
lity of African concerns vis-a-vis the 
Cold War, the Great Power Conflicts, 
the Sino Soviet dispute or intra-impe- 
rialists manoeuvres and competition. 
A neo-colonial African country which, 
through subordination of African inte­
rests to any other interests, constitutes 
a threat to the interests of independent 
Africa, should not be protected by 
OAU sentimentality from being dealt 
with. This applies particularly to Zaire, 
involved in imperialist aggression against 
Angola, Gabon, involved m aggression 
against Benin, and Morocco and Mauri­
tania against the Western Sahara. No 
country 
political 
and any 
neo-color 
a hostile position to in 
as to puppets of impei

The most powerful recent express 
of African nationalism was made 
the late General Murtala Mohammed, 
who has followed in the footsteps of 
Patrice Lumumba and Kwame Nkrumah 
as martyrs of the African revolution, 
and victims of imperialist aggression 
and African betrayal. According to 
the late General •

"The fortunes of Africa are in our 
hands to make or mar For too long 
have we been kicked around; for too 
long have we been treated like adoles­
cents who cannot discern their interests 
and act accordingly.............The time
has come when we should make it 
clear that we can decide fo rourselves; 
that we know our own interests and

troops were moved out of Leopoldville 
between October and November, to 
facilitate the capture and killing of 
Lumumba, Nkrumah was powerless to 
do anything about it. Thus, by preser­
ving the British tradition of an "apoliti­
cal" military, Nkrumah's troops were 
used in carrying out the political object­
ives of his and Lumumba's enemies. 
It is rather pathetic to hear Nkrumah 
say to Stevenson, America's ambassador 
to the U.N., that: "although I have 
consistently backed Lumumba politi­
cally, my military contingent serving 
under United Nations has throughout 
adopted a completely neutral attitude, 
obeying implicitly the United Nations 
command in -eopoldville." This sepa­
ration of "politics" and "military" is 
rather strange for a "scientific socialist."

Nkrumah's second error was to 
assist the Belgians in organizing the 
Kasavubu-Lumumba government. Al­
though he agreed that Kasavubu had 
not received enough votes to qualify 
him for the post of ceremonial presi­
dent, it was Nkrumah who persuaded 
Lumumba to accept him nonetheless, 
on the grounds that because of tempe­
rament the "two Congolese personages 
were admirably complementary to each 
other" and "they also represented 
fairly substantial tribal groups in a 
country in which tribal divisions are still 
very rigid." There was no question at 
all as to whether the nationalism, the 
patriotism and anti-imperialism of 
Lumumba were compatible with the 
neo-colonialist treachery of Kasavubu, 
i.e. whether there was pol 
just temperamental or tribal 
bility. This position is 
surprising from a political 
had experienced the limits of 
nationalism and ethnic anthmc 
he abandoned the retrograde and anti- 
popular United Gold Coast Convention 
to form the Convention People's Party 
in 1949. It is not at all surprising that 
the "formula........ which Ghana helped
to evolve........ earned the special com­
mendation and gratitude of the Belgian 
government," since it served the inte­
rests of the Belgian and other western 
imperialists, against the permanent 
interests of the people of Zaire.

While Dr. Nkrumah has correctly 
stated the problem of the Congo, 
therefore, his preferred solutions have 
not solved the problem.

In the Preface to his book Dr. 
Nkrumah said that "unless we unite 
and deal with neocolonialism on a 
Pan African basis, they will try to 
undermine our independence, and draw 
us again into spheres of influence 
comparable to the original carve-up.of
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Left to Right: Gulio Andreoti of Italy, Takeo Fukuda of Japan, Valery Giscard rfEstaing of France, U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Helmut 
Schmidt of West Germany, Britain's James Callaghan and Canada's Pierre Trudeau: The seven Economic giants of the West who met in 
London recently.

indent on 
'national 
ie Inter- 
1 mainly 
smooth-

2.7 « 
peno 
France were the 
of high uner 
Japan grew t, 
ploymcnt wavered _
France on the other hand recorded r 
average of 3 4 per cent as again: 
unemployment average within the 
period.

International negotiations the only 
indication was that the seven have "discussed 
the policies that will be needed to reach a 
successful conclusion of the conference on 
international economic co-operation" and a 

year, pledge "we will give a new impetus to the 
3d at Tokyo round of multilateral Trade negotia-

Also, all faced the problem of how to 
jointly or severally encourage investment 
without adding more fuel to present inflation. 
In addition, this year's expected $42 million 
OPEC surplus means more and more coun- 

dace tries, including the seven's weaker econo- 
ilfjll mics, will record another red and the question 

is how best can this be borne? Energy was 
another ripe area for a joint decision esj— 
ly whether or not the rest of world ‘ 
along with President Carter's call for a stop 
to arbitrary atomic energy exports.

As for the rest of the world, e$— 
the Third World (a greater propor.._.......
Africa), their expectations are for a change - .. .
favourable to their demand for a new inter- oCIT-IOVe
national economic 'contract.' In reality this After the summit, the only resolution 
summit seven (in addition to COMECON that came was the one on how to stay at the 
and other developed countries) hold the top. Said Chairman Callaghan (of the
kep to the future of these poor ones. summit) "First we agreed that our most
According to a report released in 1975, urgent task is to create more jobs including
the 35 poorest countries grew economically special measures for young people.....
at the average rate of 2.5 per cent. Going a secondly heads of Governments (at the
step further, the World Bank declared last summit) committed themselves to maintain
year that real incomes in these countries their targets for economic growth or for
may grow by less than 1 per cent for the stabilisation policies. We recognised that
rest of this decade and "£?,300m programme growth rates must be maintained in stronger
of rural development projects for the next economics, increased in weaker ones.....
five years will scarcely keep pace with the If we are to cut unemployment and provide
additional numbers of the rural poor—some a base for a sustained non-inflationary
70m-who will be born during this same growthl"
period" m these nations. In addition. Third On In 
World deficit stood at $28bn last year and ’ 

to $50bn by 1985. As a result 
/e mounted to such an extent that 

Financial Institutions i‘ 
ability. By the same 

if the Third World

The much-talked about third Economic 
Summit of the Western pillars—United 
States, Britain, West Germany, France, 
Japan, Canada and Italy-which took plac? 
in London last May, ended afterall to fulfill 
the prophecies of the London ECONOMIST. 
Said the paper! ". . .the leaders of the 
world's richest countries will discuss how to 
stay that way (Rich) .. .and to keep the 
rest of the world on an even keel" Later in 
an analysis of the summit’s problems, it 
listed the last but one problem as "how to 
APPEAR (capitals mine) most generous to 
the poor countries." That, precisely was 
the achievement of the May summit.

Prior to it, hopes were high from two 
apparently opposite but economically com­
plementary quarters-the non-summit mem­
bers of the international world and the 
citizens of summit countries. The 15 million 
unemployed nationals of these countries, 
no doubt, hoped for summit developments 
that will provide jobs in the near future. 
For example, in the United States unem­
ployment rate averaged 6.4 per cent between 
1971 and last year compared to a meagre 

7 per cent growth average within the same 
nod. In fact, of the seven, Japan and 
dnee were the odd ones out of this trend 

high unemployment and low growth.
by 5.2 per cent while unem- 

round 1.5 per cent. may rise i 
‘ ' d growth debts have

iinst 2.6 even the
ne same .payment t

total debts of

$180bn with S21bn needed to service them 
(75’ per cent increase since 1973).

Yet these are countries depends 
factors outside their control-Interns 
prices for their exports (unfair); the 
national Monetary system (controlled i 
by and for the developed world); sr____

___ ness of know-how transfer and of course 
ision especial- availability of stringless aid (hard to come 
arid should go by). The sumcnit seven knew of the exist- 
-ii — cnc(j of theje problems and in fact held the 

major trump cards in the north-south dialo- 
3specially gue; GATT negotiations and other corrective 
ortion in international talks yet to bear fruits, 
a change 
ew inter- 

'contract.' In reality this 
addition to COMECON 

led countries) hold the 
these poor ones, 
released in 1975, 

untnes grew economically 
of 2.5 per cent. Going a 

tVvu'd Bank declared last 
:omes in these countries 
; than 1 per cent for the 
•nd "£?,300m programme 

t projects for the r 
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•G senes20~ 80KVA

More power! 
At less overall cost.

Applications are invited from suitable Nigeri? 
Students for admission into one vacancy resent 
for Nigerian Students at Lester B. Pearson Colls? 
of the Pacific, British Columbia, Canada in i! 
September, 1977 class. Lester B. Pearson Colle? 
is one of the United World Colleges whose tei 
objective is to promote international understand- 
through education and to make education a fora 
which unites nations and races.

O. OKUBANJO 
FOR PERMANENT SECRETARY 

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

1
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION INTO THE 

LESTER B. PEARSON COLLEGE OF THE 
PACIFIC, BRITISH COLUMBIA CANADA

MODEL
YTB senes1.5~ 12KVA

Industrial use 4— 3190 HP

DIESEL ENGINE
vaxiMnn diesel engine co.ltu 
Ml 1. Mirunouchi Ch«yod*-ku. Tokyo, Japan 
Coble YANMAR TOKYO Telei 0222 2310 0222-4733

3. Selection which will be based on acaderr 
ability and personal qualities will be competit. 
and strictly on merit.

4. Successful candidate will be awarded a' 
ship by the Lester B. Pearson College.

Portable Yanmar diesel generator packs and pumps can 
bring quick, cheap and dependable power to any com­
munity
High precision Yanmar diesels have less problems than 
gasoline engines. Fuel is cheaper Operation is more de­
pendable Maintenance is unnecessary between regular 
overhauls.
Our specialists developed the world s first compact diesel 
65 years ago. And we've been customizing them ever since 
for specialized uses.
Yanmar diesel power The cost-conscious way to set up 
intermediate facilities where none presently exist.

5. The course which lasts two years is th 
equivalent of the Sixth form/HSC examinatio1 
level, at the end of which the student will b 
required to pass the International Baccalureati 
examination which enables him to enter a University 
for higher education.

6. Applications which should be submittec 
through Principals of Colleges should be forwards 
to reach the undersigned by July 11, 1977

2. Candidates for selection should be in theaa 
range of 16-18 years and should be eligible b 
entry into the Sixth form in a Nigerian Second:' 
School.
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Premier John vorster and Austrian President Rudolf Kirchsclaeger during a recent call 
latter.
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monthly increase ceiling and now practically 
total freeze). In fact, the marriage of these 
two policies was responsible for last year's 
panic in the financial market. As liquid 
cash poured in, in the mix of decreasing 
credit, most borrowings found their way to 
the property market so that when that 
market recorded a major crisis (the Glen 
ANIL CRISIS) things went soar for many 
banks. Rondalia Bank and Rand Bank were 
placed under judicial management before the 
Reserve Bank's (Central Bank) rescue opera­
tion and R55m cushion provided by the Big 
five-Barclays National. Standard. Volkskas, 
Nedland and Trust bank-managed to save 
the day. Despite this, one of the big five 
-TRUST, was still taken over by BANKORP, 
the small unknown banking arm of South 
Africa's insurance heavyweight. It is ru­
moured that the present freeze on credit 
increase is to make sure the fund is there 
for the government to collect.

bonds and Rl60m Nation.:! 
bonds will all help to close 

:ted to exist after increased 
changed fiscal policies have 

come on stream.
As for the Banks, taking up some of 

these bonds in line with government wishes 
does not appear to be the problem. The 
approximately fifty banks in the country 
have enough liquid cash to throw around, 
thanks jointly to high level of interest which 
makes most commercial borrowing unprofit­
able for borrowers and the tight rein the 
Government continues to place on credit 
business (last year it was 0.5 per cent

inflation. North America will have to exceed 
33 1/3 per cent; EEC 20 per cent and Japan 
under 43 per cent exported to the third 
world m 1975 The developed world has to 
come to terms with Mr. Shndath Ramphal 
(Commonwealth Secretary-General) when he 
said "the new contract which the third 
world seeks from the first and second world 
rests firmly on the premise that the mdepen 
dent relationship of the past have served the 
world badly that isolationism 
policies) is not an optior 
most powerful nations."

Or else understand the warning in the 
Club of Rome's founder/chairman Signor 
Aurelio Peccei's declaration "Unless Europe 
makes special effort to establish the right 
relationship for transfer of Technological 
know how; Capital and absorption of third 
world products, it will find itself in an 
increasingly hostile world which controls its 
energy and raw material supplies." Already 
th e North-South dialogue is drifting towards 
this unfavourable state. Lets hope that at 
the next summit of the Seven, instead of 
appearing generous, the Western World will 

t up to its duties in much more practical 
<s before the world starts to crumble with 
tectionist policies.

•A Correspondent
Since March, after the launching of this 

year's South African budget described by 
the nation's Financial Mail as one that "will 
go a long way towards restoring confidence 
in South Africa's economic policies.........
the storm that engulfed on Foreign Banks 
m the apartheid territory late last year, 
appears again to be brewing. Like last year, 
South Africa has again called on these 
banks to contribute, like it or not, to her 
ever increasing defence expenditure—a call 
which last year precipitated the end of year 
storm. Apparently to make matters worse 
last year's mandatory 10 per cent of invest­
ment contribution has been increased to 15 
per cent for the current year. So, no doubt, 
the foreign banks equally expect increased 
hue and cry from the rest of the world.

In 1976, when budgeted defence spending 
went up by 40 per cent, overall budget 
deficit clocked R2,356m which was planned 
to be financed mostly from within as external 

■"re running dry because of apartheid, 
—a was to be got from Loans (R175m 
abroad) and R120m from special 
3 bonds to be issued. As a result by 
J of the year domestic credit expand- 
19 and 5 per cent in the first and 
halves respectively

new financial year, defence has 
gone up again by 21.3 per cent to record 
R 1,654m second only to South African 
Mint budgeted expenditure of R3,119m. 
Although the budget generally Was dell 
ary, envisaged deficit, excluding redemp 
still stood at R 1,088m and like t 
financial houses arc once again to cont 
All things being equal they will invest F 
m Government bonds in line with tf 
directive R532m maturing stocks 
reinvested while the money marke 
flooded with R500m new issues. In addition.

tions " The most concrete development for 
the third world was the summit's commit­
ment to "Seek more resources for the IMF 
facility." Even then, how concrete and 
favourable will still depend on whether or 
not the fund's special Drawing Rights (SDR) 
is adjusted to provide according to liquidity 
needs. And although, according to Mr. 
Callaghan, the seven countries agreed to do 
all m their power by means of trade, aid and 
finance to help the developing countries, 
there is no doubt these will be carbon copies 
of past aids which only ended up being 
indirect finances for increasing standards of 
living in the same developed nations Until 
the poorer nations stopped to pay prices for 
industrial goods meant to compensate drops 
in standard of living in their country of origin, 
no amount of aid and finance will save the 
situation. So much for the third world's 
hopes.

In the final analysis, the London Summit 
was nothing but an attempt at making things 
easier for the developed while ensuring the 
poorer ones remain financially strong enough 
to go on supplying the raw materials in the 
face of higher interests rates; two-tier oil 
prices and ever worsening terms of trade. 
They forgot that even to grow without

Dilemma
The real dilemma for these banks, most 

likely only for the foreign ones, lies in the 
intended use of the fund. Declared South 
Africa's Finance Minister, Senator Sunny 
Horwood last year while launching the .1976 
increased defence spending: "Political events 
in Southern Africa clearly demand that we 
increase our defence effort I" In other words, 
because of increasing resistance to apartheid 
and discrimination practised in Southern 
Africa, South Afnca-the godfather of apar- 
their-deemed it necessary to ask financial 
houses to help finance the needed defence. 
Herein lies the headache for the institutions.

Africa and a majority of the world conti­
nue to stand firm against apartheid in line 
with UN resolutions. Hence the involvement 
of Barclays, Standard and others in both 
South Africa and the rest of Africa amounts 
to playing two opposite ends against the 
centre.

But, although Nigeria now allows only 
40 per cent foreign ownership in her banks, 
this minority holding when added to holdings 
in Zambia, Kenya and a host of other African 
countries, surpass the returns from South 
Africa. Hence the dilemma—which to ■ 
if at all? The growing but threater 
African holding or Gold-laden South Afrit 
interests?

Even then, this question is further com-
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bewildenng juggle with meanings, he makes 
us to understand that the same writer whom 
he accused of allowing himself to be confined 
by society is an escapist, worse than the 
Hardley Chasean marketeerin thrillers whose 
genre offers "relief, all too transient relief, 
from the burden of consciousness, from the 
knowledge of living, struggling, and suffering" 
He adds: "Like tranquilisers they take our 
minds away from the crushing weight of 
responsibility which each man has to assume 
for his own life and for the collective life of 
the community." I would not only say that 
this is an overstatement. It is an egregrious 
blow, beneath the belt, which no serious 
African writer (Because we were talking 
about the serious African writers) deserves. 
Is it the African writer who deals with the 
rampant corruption, civil strifes, the libera­
tion struggles, the ineptitude of the waxing 
elites, which Osofisan puts in the same soup 
as Hardley Chase? What constitutes the 
escapist essence in their works? Or is it 
simply that any writer whose writings do 
not affect a programmatic stance must 
necessarily carry the label of escapist? For 
that matter, should commitment necessarily 
become programmatic before it can win the 
accolade which it more than deserves by 
being able to identify essential social forces, 
the human equation in them and the possi­
bilities deriving from these? Or, should we 
judge writers no more against their Under­
standing of human beings as they are mauled, 
frighted, sublimated, or desublimated in their 
interaction in a world of conflict? What 
kind of vision (different from prophecy) 
must a writer project to escape the cheap 

..jam- Hardley Chasean tag?
social Unadvisedly, Osofisan castigates the Afri- 
vrjtcr can writer for succumbing to "that sublimi- 
utted nal dua,'tV °* social irresponsibility which is 

inly the tho hallmark of all literature of escapism." 
ist opts According to him, though "the writers will 

shows deny this..... we know that most of our
-------— — «— — —.u:— u... _ ‘^erature

___r patei 
refusal to deal with existing reality.'... J., 
also the naked paucity of their social vision." 
These jeremiadic claims deserve to be tested 
under fire. First of all, what is meant by a 

jsal to deal with existing reality?" 
___ Id seem that by this Osofisan means 

nn m»ro than that the writer "has been 
ving like the anthropologist whose sole 

interest is in its sarcophagus"-the past. He 
fails to point out that the tendency in Afri­
can literature to reach back into the past is 

nmui iuu camy uvoi- a ,rBnd' not a tradition, that has almost 
commitment to social completely fizzled out. And for that matter, 

•_ And which, in lite- on|V a 1ew of ’hose writers who philandered
s the monstrous ooscur with a Primal source seem to have allowed

themselves to be permanently fixated in 
their stance. Achebe, the man who best 
epitomizes the group, bestrides two trends; 
the backward gaze and the contemporary 
concern with self-examination. In the hands 
of Achebe, and most African novelists, the 
backward gaze, a historical necessity smarted 
u" the denigration of Africa and Africans by 

he west, has since given way to a concern 
With Here and How. So much so that a noted 
. .Mean writer, Elechi Amadi has expressed 
•'••gust at the prevalence of creative writings 
—aling with contemporary issues. Amadi 
even went as far as to claim that "the more 
politically or socially committed a writer is 
the worse his writings become." This because 
he could not tell where art ends and journa­
lism begins. The pity, and my excuse for 
this rejoinder, is that Osofisan is not against 
"social commitment" so that Elechi Amadi’s 
holy mantle does not fit his shoulders. Or is 
it that distaste for social commitment lurks 
behind his profession of commitment? If

•Odia Ofeimun
To suggest that an ideal situation can 

exist in which literature or art in general 
does not form part of the crisis in a crisis- 
ridden society amounts to a pious gaming 
for a nirvinal philosophy of art that, at best, 
defines art as some form of reality which 
can be set against the materiality of existing 
society. To go on and add that it is the role 
of the artist, as prophet to "map out the 
visionary paths of tomorrow and hence 
restore our faith in life" is to succumb to a 
fatuous contradiction. For, how can an artist 
function as a visionary (different from being 
a prophet) in a society riven with conflicts 
of interest without holding forth for one 
side against another delivery and being 
delivered, defining and being defined and to 
that extent implicated in a social crisis? 
Or, to put in another way, how is an artist 
whose fats is implacably situated within tho 
experience of his fellowmen, an artist who 
chooses to suffer for or with his own 
people, be excused the place he earns by 
his stance in the crisis of his society?

Femi Osofisan in LITERACY AS SUI­
CIDE (Afriscopc Vol. 7 No. 1 January, 
19771 seemed to believe in the possibility 
that art can escape being part of a historical 
crisis. For him, "the artist is supposed to 
define society; ho has accepted instead 
nowadays to bo confined by it" in tune with 
a future which extends itself like a promise 
but will be born "only out of tho lucid 
and sincere confrontation with History as 

daily created and experienced." Ho 
not make it clear how a confrontation

:nsis w. ■■■ 
LITFOA/" 

ipc Vol. 7 ivu. 
to beliovo ir •u~ 
ape being pan 
i, "the artist is $• 

ty; ho has accopti 
bo confined by it" ir 

ich extends itself III 
born "only out 
confrontation will 

>t is daily created and exponent 
does not make it clear how a con 
with History can preclude freedom uncon­
fined by society: as if tho writer can express 
a viable position that is not rooted in, or 
progressing from existing social relations.

Within the ambit of committed literature 
towards which Femi Osofisan is ostensibly 
inclined I do not see what sense it makes to 
say a writer can be unconfined bv society. 
To the extent that his vision positive or

can states in which these foreign banks have 
holdings, are yet to be real crossed to the 
point of asking these big banks (yes Barclays, 
Standard and Gnndlays are big here too) to 
pack and go. Admittedly, the economic 
benefit derived from their continued stay 
still very much outweigh the pol 
derations and commitments bi 
long can economic commonsense st 
political pressure especially in the mix 
today's Africamsation policies?

Hence, in the final analysis, the choice 
still lies with the foreign banks. They can 
either work out a formula for themselves1 
between now and when either Vorster or 
African States come in to ask them to 
surrender or deliberately wait for either 
governments to act while in the interim 
getting the best milk from both cows at the 
same time. Still a third alternative is to do 
nothing but hope that before the 'do or die’ 
point, the issue of apartheid will be settled 
amicably I must add, however, that this will 
be optimism of the highest order and the 
banks should know it.

teasing out and strear 
/vithin a given 

sxtent is the wr 
t which all commit.—

fact, it is not only the ,Ahe nahmark of al1 literature of escap 
/hether an artist opts According to him, though the writer 

metaphysics, shows dcnV th,$.....we know that m0« ‘
ibout History, he is creations so far are nothing but a lite

s of his' time of ®scaP|sm even if only in their
t a lark in the sky refusal to deal with existing reality.' 
human plodding or 

.. . jo-lucky trobadour
forever churn out optimistic under fire.
restore (or destroy) our faith in , Patent refua
•confine his role. ,l would sec

nting out as I do that writer is 2?hm-Ore 
inly confined by his society is not the behaving 
hing as saying that he cannot proble- ‘

--------- in order to transcend tho existing 
order (malaise). It is simply to repudiate 
the vulgar historicism which too easily over­
takes and contradicts 
relevance in literature, 
rary criticism, assumes the monstrous poseur 
of gadfly, in no way grounded on the terra 
firma of objective social practice. Specific 
to literary criticism: this historicism, because 
it docs not relate the things in people's heads 
to their objective social base flails about in 
the air, in the name of on indeterminate 
(undefined) future or "Coming." Under­
standably, it takes the way of all jeremiads, “Y ” 
vilifying, castigating and bracketizing a good the ' 
thing for the liver but an antidote to literary with 
(social) insight. This is my quarrel with Afrit 
Osofisan's LITERACY AS SUICIDE. To wit: d'sgu 
He puts ajmost all African writers under dealir 
one rubric, without actually pinpointing 
which of their works (and how they) fall 
within his brackets. He therefore succeeded 
in attracting attention to his sense of making 
the parts represent the whole. No clearer 
showing of this approach could be harsher 
than his attempt to propose that African 
writers in essence, if not in intention, are 
poor proteges of Hardley Chase. In a very
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"Sacrifice" and "The Combat")
As a last word, I would like to ry^l 

the suggestion that Hardley Chase, be-N I 
foreign writer, does more damage to a/ 
culture than Natwu Osahon's Sei b 
Nigger. I am realistic enough to see th* 1 
” century of speed, easy-does-it.cooC'

I hot cinema, we cannot stop our P 
m reading lighthearted fiction, import! 
home-spun, even if, as I agree »' 

>fisan, we must cut our depended j 
West. I only need to add that a‘"cv 

•n it does not sacrifice controwm 7 
public relations is a good thing. It can as 
turn homicidal, snuffing out the buds W 
promise a "Coming."

the heart of things and open people's eyes 
to the lies used as protective coverings by 
and for the naked Emperor. It is a feat, 
moreover which requires courage. To be able 
to write knowing that the jaws of detention 
camps are yawning is something for which 
many Africans deserve some pat on the 
back. Nor is it only for this that they 
deserve consideration. I would say that 
they have been more effective than they 
themselves have dated to claim. Remember? 
I. M. Aluko's Chief The Honourable Minis­
ter was banned in Banda's Malawi. Chinua 
Achebe's AManOf People and Kwei Armah’s 
The Beautiful Ones Are Not Yet Born may 
have suffered the same fate if they had been 
published in 1963—long before the coups 
in Nigeria and Ghana. I don't know what 
stronger or more positive element an art 
work can have than ns capacity to strike 
fear in the heart of those against whom i 
directed. To take Armah again. Chir 
Achebe in "Morning yet on Creation I. 
quarrelled with his overt concern 
"human Condition " A concern 
human condition cannot be called 
even if one detects desp: 
Despair or no despair I thi 
to teach by defeats than pyr 
which deflect the will from the path of 
resilience by fanning a fatuous accommoda­
tion of euphoria. To my mind it would 
be the greatest act of fraudulence for any 
writer to pretend that our struggle is easy. 
It is not and when our writers point out 
the odds we ought to reason with them. An 
artist can only go so far and no further  
the rest become straiqht-forward political 
task. Maybe it is the lack of faith in the 
primacy of political solutions which leads 
Osofisan to demand easy victories from our 
writers. Any how, if African writers are 
not read, as Osofisan informs us, it is not 
because they are escapists, it is because they 
cram the canvas full of Guermcas. They 
present realist in its -------------
Those who seek exape from the ...... 
around them will of course find soface in 
Hardley Chasean immateriality. Thus if 
African writers are not read, it is for the 
same reason that readers of Denise Robi-' 
do not rush to James Baldwin, Richum 

u Wright, Solzhenitsyn, Ignazio Silene (whom 
$ has ,hey m3y no’ havc heard o,» or Norman 
Femi Mailer. It is for the same reason that many 

n* us crammed our heads with Bertha M.
/ before meeting John Steinbeck or 

Joseph Conrad. If Osofisan had conceeded 
these facts he would not have had to bela­
bour the platitude that the commodity 
status which works of art have acquired in 
our century predetermines whom they reach. 
He would not have had to overcorrclate our 
predilections for Chase with "our alienated 
mentalities" which prefer goods "imported 
from the 'civilized' countries of the West" to 
our own. Nor would he have had to state 
that "we buy our books just as we buy our 
lace cloths and radio sets with an instinctive 
avoidance of home made labels, with imme­
diate passion for the superficially attractive." 
The question that should be asked is why 
Hardley Chase and not Alan Silltoe? Put 
in another way. how is Osofisan to explain 
the raving success of Naiwu Osahon’s Sex Is 
A Nigger as opposed to the lukewarm recep­
tion of his obviously more serious-minded

not.why has he chosen to graft a satcophagal 
mode on works as freshly contemporaneous 
as Chinua Achebe's A Man of The People, 
Kwei Armah's novels. Soyinkas novels. 
Munonye's A Dancer Of Fc 
Omotoso’s The Scales and S 
talk of the stream o’ play 
novels on contemporary ret..., -•«■■■ <> 
burgeoning generation. For one thing, I 
don't know by what measure Sembene 
Ousmane's beautiful Xala qualifies for 
Osofisan's eulogies and not Kwei Armah's 
Fragments if our concern is their concern 
for the present as opposed to the "sarcopha­
gus." Frankly, our critic impresses me as a 
warrior flexing his muscles at enemies who 
have dropped their battle kits and are hoeing 
the earth away from disputed territory.
The Problem Of Direction

Perhaps, the major thrust of his lance is 
supposed to counteract the despairing note 
of much African writing, as well as restate 
the need for a sense of direction away from 
the dastardly disposition of our politicians 
and pseudo-ideologist. If I am right in 
thinking so, then it must mean that Osofisan’s 
quarrel is with the ineffectiveness of the 
satires of our time as social transformers 
(Quite debatable as I shall soon show). It 
must mean that he is riled by the effete 
punches traded upon the governing elite 
outside the rigours of a determinate ideology. 
Anyhow, I must say that it does art a world 
of good that our writers have not degenerated 
to the point of using the vernacular of 
political pamphiettermg (except for the Obi 
Egbunasl m order to indicate new directions 
away from the hornficient scenes they des­
cribe. AH the same, I agree that their 
treatment of common people those whom 
they do not regard as crucial to the immedia­
te moment of historical decision is a bit 
disappointing, leaving us bereft of signs of 
a positive "Coming.” Agreed even where 
the common people are given worthwhile 
attention, they are seen no more than as 
mere "passive watchers on the shore or 
pitiful comedians on the road" as Ngugi Wa 
Thiongo has pointed out with regards to 
Wole Soyinka's works And, of course it is 
unarguable that the language used by these 
writers, whether it is the elevated diction of 
Wole Soyinka or the proverb-suffused but 
very accessible language of Achebe's has 
certain dysfunctional attributes as Femi Ofuj
Osofisan has pointed out But all these Q)ay
do not make these writers out as escapists.
In my opinion, it merely shows where, 
among the constellations of forces in society, 
they are reaching for help Very evident, 
while they care (or the masses, they repose 
some admittedly incongruous confidence in 
members of their own class, the elite, from 
whose decadent folds they still hope some 
messianic formation would surface to uplift 
the masses. Thus they tend to over celebrate

• inept Odili Samalus (A Man Of People) 
I luckless Ofeyis (Season Of Anomy).
• Failure of these individuals then becomes 
failure of the society But is this not a

istic portrayal of a dog society wagged 
by its elitist tail?

Because my answer to this question is in 
the affirmative, I make bold to disagree with 
Osofisan's contention that "the writer cannot 
afford merely to be faithful to h.story. to 
mirror the conditions of our life as they are." 
Even if this is the singular enterprise of the 
creative artist, it is of monumental service it 
it is well done. In fact, such fa-thfulness to 
history does unmask and demystify the 
"idols of the marketplace"-to use a Solz­
henitsyn in the confusion of our contem­
porary world, .t is a feat to be able to bare

mentality is to mystify the problem. S 
that if Meja Nwangi’s Kill Me Quia 
Nkem Nwankwo’s My Mercedes Is B-r- 
Than Yours are not as popular as the Dm -: 
it is not so much a fault in thetwtr. 
Osofisan seems to suggest when he wi­
thal "the Nigerian scales his awareness- 
the proportions of an unprofound MM 
hsm." (It happens that what is an "urcc 
found universalism" to Osofisan, an idu• 
derives from juxtaposing Mercedes >■ 
Sembene Ousmanes Xala-an unashr 
confrontation with evil—is to me a pro’c.- 
particularism, based not on a class-pe^. 
tive as m Xala but on the specifiatyc' 
historical conjucture, (according to tie >■ 
ter's viewpoint) that no determinated -̂ 
absolutely responsible for. Hence its p-.. 
liar conclusion). Nor do I take the ops: 
stand and blame the audience for not 
mg on our home-made writers. The pres-* 
matic is resolved by considering that tMr - 
dilection for cushions, soft pads, rosyc 
lions is endemic in all men whether in A- . 
or Europe. The aversion for unproblems’-’ 
literature could be explained by the in­
human desire to exape pain-espeoa'-'. - 
world so horridly traumatized. But ns- 
the business of the serious writer to pre 
to this human weakness. Hence, med1- 
agree that there is need to cuit>m ■ 
healthier reading public I think it arc.’: 
to gaming for artistic suicide when a w- 
writer begins to water down his 1 
and style, scrambling for a P* 
type audience in the name u 
people. (This is one 
'Folia's Choice,' a thriller by .
I think it is unbefitting of 

icrifice" and "The Comba 
d, I would lik

When literary critics write literature th 
often run the danger of oversimplification 
issues, pushing their thesis a little too fx. 
sermonizing. This is Micere Githae Must 
-'roblem in her new book of plays. T 

ig Illness of Ex-Chief Kiti. She mtrodut 
plays herself and identifies her c«

KOLERA KOLEJ?
I am saying that the hanker for Denise 

Robins or Chase parallels the demand for prob 
Sex Is A Nigger. To explain it simplistically Lone 
as a reflex induced by our alienated (colonial) the
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1370mm N194.50
1070mm N 175.00

Let us make you a 
proposition

oooSleeponit!

w-your perfect sleeping partner.

ice of a bedspring, a 
a carpenter 
>no.

SlEEPWELL 
the complete 

bed - consists of a 
^^F combination spnng 
V floor, inner spring
W mattress, head and 
~ loot ends of solid sapoto 

timber finished in matt 
sapete veneer SLEEPWELl 

comes m two sizes 
1070mm and 1370mm

Ve -57
\ I \ /c offer yOu a comPlete bed for less than the price of; 

/ VIJ Vono inner spring mattress and the cost of getting a 
to make bed -ends and legs. We offer you the Sleepwell. By Von 
The very first bed to come complete- in a package! 
It's true! Sleepwell comes to you in mint condition, 
neatly packed in a sturdy cardboard carton, 
ready to take home and put up. Easily. Quickly 
A complete bed as fresh and new as the 
day it left the factory. Bed spring, inner spring, 
head and foot ends in solid sapele, finished 
in handsome sapele veneer.
So if you're setting up on your own, or you're 
looking for your first real bed-oryou need 
an extra bed in your house .consider our 
proposition. And sleep well'

TO
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For the past 5 years, we 
at. Berger Paim nave boldly 
met all the chall iges offered t 

S'] us. With practic ly every new 
industry, from s oestocars, 

from refrigerat s to ships we 
have helped them develop 

\ functional and beautiful 
f finishes for their products.

We've worked hard to mee 
fcX, Nigeria's needs.

Today, we're looking for 
more. No matter what thi 

problem, Berger are uniquely 
qualified to assist. By workin 
together we're building a 
future we can all be proud of

Burger 
-the Paintmakers.

Pas t of your past 
Buii ng your future

We’ve. . 
always wwraed 

together
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1 you’ve never owned a 
Caterpillar Lift Truck, 
tow do you know you 

have the best?

ie United Africa 
irt Tel 21627. K 
onof UAC of Sit 
"•.O-Boxi-------

Your Caterpillar Dealers are.- 
Ghana Tractor EtEc "--------* '
Nigeria-Tractor &E_,_ ____
Branches Kaduna Tel; * 2’2’.' 
Smrra Leone Tractor & Equipn 
Liberia; Liberia Tractor & Equif

Engineering: Through heavy 
investment in research, develop­
ment and engineering, the 
company now employs over 4,000 
scientists and technicians in 
research alone to produce trucks 
that work better, handle easier, last 
longer.

Product Support: With 23 
major parts depots, and 900 service 
outlets all computer-linked in 120 
countries, Caterpillar’s local dealer 
network can keep lift trucks work­
ing at peak performance through­
out the world.

Range: To cover almost every 
conceivable materials handling 
task. Caterpillar offers 46 different 
models from 2,000 to 60,000 (1,000 
to 27,300 kg) with a choice of 
cushion or pneumatic tyres and 
diesel, petrol, electric of LP Gas 
power.

If your trucks don’t have the 
same pedigree, the/re probably 
costing you productivity-and 
money.

Put it right by calling your Cat 
Dealer now.
[H CATERPILLAR

Get the, is from Cat
If you chai <e to Caterpillar, you 

can get more i reduction, less 
downtime am. greater value from 
your lift true

For instai e: 16 Caterpillar 
M-Series electric lift trucks averaged 
no less than 97.2% availability 
during 31,699 service hours. That’s 
a fact.

Before you bought Caterpillar, 
you’d want more proof, of course. 
But just consider the broad facts that 
back our specific claims.

Experience: Caterpillar’s own 50 
years reputation in machinery 
building combined with its 
acquisition of lift truck pioneer. 
Towmotor, puts a wealth of rugged 
knowledge behind the current range.

Quality: From pioneering towing 
trucks in 1919, and introducing one 
of the first conventional lift trucks in 
1933, Caterpillar now manufactures 
in 11 countries in 19 plants that 
includes an all new lift truck facility 
where one out of every 7 men on the 
production line is devoted solely to 
quality control.

Equipmen I. Division of UAC of Ghana Ltd , P.O. Box 5207, Accra North, Tel. 21900 Branch Kumasi Tel: 3307 
Equipment Division, The United Africa Company of Nigeria Ltd . PMB1015. Ebute Metta, Lagos, Tel- 43310. 
’’-I; 43121. Port Harcourt Tel 21627. Kano Tel 519, Warn Tel 287

& Equipment, Division of UAC of Sierra Leone Ltd , P O Box 127. Freetown. Tel: 2807
' - ilpmentCo.P.O. Box 299. Monrovia, Tel: 22279



Distributed in Nigeria by Kingsway Chemists, jOx 182, Apapa, Niger

tiful pictures in second*

Choose from several models that use 
CY-70 film V.c ________

WE

the choice . at an amazingly low cost.
SX-70 film. Yes? Polaroid gives you twice ^otXP°pK^2''^Sh-W

Polaroid-No.l in inst<

Polaroid gives 
you twice the choice in 

instant picture

The world famous Polaroid EE 
instant picture system.
So simple. Take the picture. Pull it out 
Peel off the protective cover... and you have 
a beautiful supercolour (or black and white) 
picture in your hands in seconds. Choose 
from six fabulous models... a Polaroid ins 
picture camera for every occasion... and 
every pocket. Maroid EE66 price N48.



LITERARY SCENE

Ex-CI 
and

play 
in do

Osagyefo, Kwame Nkramah
•P. F. Wilmot

1 The late Dr. Kwame Nkrumah.
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unscaleablc mountains 
ivcrs without depth 
‘'ottomless
nnpent

jmt

dozer 
Osagyefc 
save the i 
Africa 
land of

rr>n, the 
’ hold 

I. Sister 
has just 

ess of

flies 
Yankee dollar

etches a changing 
ildren to the stage, 
ef Kiti is a tradi-

The 
buffer grouj 
colonizers, 
of old peop!: 
that there « 
Africans bci«. 
carry the remaining sanity in the It 
the hot headed youth crush their head 
the walls of modernity and Westi 
The use of elders in htera 
peculiar to Micere Mt 
Ngugi do use elders, too. 
bring the question of soc 
and in their pathos 
see that somehow, 
accepted only fov> 
inevitable.

Micere Githae Mugo er 
homestead by bringing child 
The homestead of Ex-Chief

Africa 
land of majestic and ur 
of foam-maddened rivt 
of rock-scarred and bottomless precipices 
of monumental and impenetrable forests 
land of Ben Barka Lumumba Moumie 
of Mondlane Nasser Nkrumah 
of Cabral Muhammed Ngouabi

jm
Beryllium 

isillusion

Africa
land of Mobutu
killer of Lumumba and Mulele 
land of Hassan

Africa land of riches without measure 
of gold diamonds uranium 
of cobalt oil vanadiur 
of copper tantalite be 
land of poverty and dis 
of hunger terror grief 
barren land of waste and death 
desolated by droughts and floods and Pull­

ers 
fo, Kwame Nkrumah 
b riches of Africa for its own children

rature is not a novelty 
■Augo. Achebe and 
'O. The aged help to 

_ social change clearly, 
as vis-a vis modernity, we 

ow, social change must be 
fools fail to see change as

Jack and the Stars and Stripes 
the jingles of the stock exchange

You
who plunge from the scaffold of ambition 
into cynicism and the sweet life 
who retreat into the exquisite luxuries 
of villas in Spain and sterling accounts 
who seek salvation
in the voluptuous bodies of Irish Jewesses 
who warm your pleasures 
in the Union Jack and the 
and dance to ti..
you 
the fair-born of Africa 
the gigolos of Europe 
you await unknowing 
the strike of lightening and flares of rockets 
Kwamo Nkrumah, Osagyefo
save the land of Africa from those children of 

Africa
who wait in the pantries of the chancelleries 

of Euri

___ / "The Long Illness of Ex­
Chief Kill" and “Disillusioned" move us 
into the late "fifties and the early sixties" 
when nationalism was an important question 
in literature. In "Disillusioned," she reveals 
the colour prejudices, and political oppression 
that existed behind the veils of white nuns, 
sisters and mothers, who came to work in 
East African mission centres. This is an 
issue that East African writers have not 
treated exhaustively. Surging with their 
tabula rasa approach to the African, 
nuns m Mugo’s play, "Disillusioned,” I 
every self-asserting African suspect " 
Immaculate, an African nun who I .. 
'•■turned from France, enjoys a ftanknes 
mind, and seeks to unveil racist views behind 
the religious mask. Her white superiors see 
her questioning stance as a form of derange 
merit which must be suppressed. She is 
forced to leave the nunnery. But she is the 
very victor in the stiuggle and from what 
those who symjtathize with her principled 
and militant stand say, she is the very 
purveyor of new ideas that will change the 
image of the African.

weakness as a playwright; she owns that the 
script of "The Long Illness of Ex-Chief Kiti" 
depends rather too elaborately on stage 
directions which leave very little to the 
producer and the reader. To my mind the 
directions acquire novelistic traits in their 
minuteness of detail. In the introduction 
to the play Dr. Mugo withdraws from her 
own play and gives it a severe critique; but 
it is in doing so that she flogs the theme of 
the Mau Mau War, leaving the play very 
little chance to speak for itself.

The two plays in the book, "The Long 
Illness of Ex-Chief Km" and "Disillusioned," 
make an excellent character study and there­
fore good reading. The plays were previously 
presented as a Master's thesis by Dr. Mugo 
at New Brunswick, in Canada. Her subject 
matter is not new to readers of Chinua 
Achebe and Ngugi Wa Thiong'o. Her 
characterization in "The Long Illness of 
Ex-Chief Kiti" is very much in line with 
that of Achebe in Things Fall Apart, m that 
Ex-Chief Kiti, the protagonist is like Okon- 
kwo, caught in the complexity of change and 
questions the new ways in his society. In him 
we get the popular argument, by Kenyan 
writers who are inspired by the Emergency- 
that the African was spiritually maimed by 
the Emergency. Placed in the context of the 
Emergency, Ex-Chief Kiti is something of a 
collaborator who finds himself at variance 
with his own militant children who have a 
sharper conceptualization of the white man 
as an enemy. The Long Illness of Ex-Chief 
Km is a psychological illness. It reveals 
Ex-Chief Kiti as a pathetic creature of the 
Mau Mau War. Ho is two historical figures 
in one; he was once a collaborator of, and 
then a freedom fighter against colonialism.

For his role as a collaborator, he is 
hated by his children This makes him act 
like a trapped ageing lion, in the sense that 
knowing that he is held in contempt by his. 
eldest son. he docs not experience himself 
as the sole head of his homestead. This 
position of his reminds the reader of the 
Ngotho-Boro relationship in Ngugi's Weep 
Not Child Mata is for Boro what Ex-Chief 
Kiti is for Ngotho The young people break 
with their parents as they leave the forest 
(where they have been fighting the white 
man) and move in the city where they will 
start a new wave of urban politics against 
the white man Again, Micere raises the 
same point of cultural alienation that Ngugi 
treated to in the 'sixties in The River 
Between, Weep Not Child, and The Black 
Hermit.

Historically
iief Km" ar

tional one, but it is open to dramatic changes. 
Children bring a new life to the homestead 
from the school. They are the agents of 
cultural synthesis. If you like, in the sense 
that they open to new cultures which shock 
the old. There is a coherence in activities, 
such as playing, work, and even learning, 
from which the children benefit whilst at 
home. Reading and writing are among 
other new activities that are brought to the 
homestead, and no doubt the aged benefit 
from it. Ex-Chie* benefits from his child's 
education when the child helps him to write 
a letter to his son in the city

But the thesis that Ex-Chief Kiti is a 
spiritually maimed character is rather over­
done by the author. One would have liked 
to see Kill’s illness evolve of its own accord. 
However, obsessed with the idea that wars 
leave ugly scars, and "devastating psychologi­
cal damages," the play overplays the psycho­
logical malady of Kiti. There is very little 
memory in the play to show that Kiti ever 
went to the war; the much we know is that 
he betrays his own son to colonial forces. 
His anguish is therefore phoney, at most, 
and it comes from the author's conscious of 
Mau Mau War as a backloth to the play.

killer of Ben Barka
land of Amin Banda Bokassa
of Bongo Houphouct-Boigny Senghor
of Numeiry Sadat Quid Daddah
of Mencham (?) Vorster (??)

Ramgoolam (?) (?) (?)
land of bloated fieldmarshalls
of strutting generals and well-fed life-presi­

dents
of hyenas and tsetse
of trcachervand the

I he two plays are an addition to what has 
been written on culture conflict and the 
destructive presence of the white man in 
East Africa. "The Long Illness of Ex-Chief 
Kiti" treats the theme of betrayal, and the 
lack of self-knowledge amongst black people 
who join colonial ranks against their own.

betrayers and collaborators act as a 
oup between Africans and their 
s. In the play, however, the role 

eople is significant. The elders show 
ire was something dignified in the 
before the white man arrived. They 

the remaining sanity in the land, when 
3t-headed youth crush their head against 

of modernity and Westernism.

_ the colourful and abandoned multi­
tudes

who explode into the airless streets 
in search of bread
in the factory of the European 
a worker dies in the morning 
crushed by the machine of Europe 
making a profit for Europe 
while outside the shut gates 
the pot-bellied comprador awaiting his cut 
warms his hands with his breath
in the chillness of his air-conditiioncd Benz 
in the evening 
a woman
to earn a
from the Levantin. ... ..a... 
who hands stacks of cri'~ A 
to the sleek acolytes Oi ual 
the stale wisdom of gilded ■ 
Osagyofo, Kwame Nkrumal 
save the children of Africa

• ..ands v\ 
chillness of 

ening
i puts henna in her hair 
new maxi and children's cot 
Levantine in tight shorts 

' crisp dollar bills 
of oxbridge who preach 

d tombs 
lah

is stac
Ok act



PERSONALITY INTERVIEW

Dr. Aboubakar Diaby Ouattara. Ivory Coast-born first Executive Secretary of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOW

frican 
if in
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the community goir 
lember countries ar<

have 
and t 
far.

ape: Thepr 
rmidable.

«r. to have u 
eternal forces. - 
jf multinational •—lapse 

we have 
of Eure 
and otl 
reflected 
Treaty of 
working i 
balance, 
satisfactc 
problems
and dis 
states, 
need a lot

Afriscopo: 
estimated 
do you see 
E co was for

Dr. Ouattara: I agree that multinational n 
very difficult to control. But then tv 
depends again on how you approach . 
issue. If you present the Community*5 
virile, viable economic entity based r 
gentlemen's agreement. I am sure mu®" 
nationals will be ready to do honest bu:jc 
with it. I am not ruling out the fact tr.- 
some of them may be up to some fast tro; 
sometimes, but majority of them are ■a’ 
abiding and good citizens. So the ro'e : 
multinationals in bringing expertise, orgarwc 
non, capital etc. may be constructive rather 
than destructive.

n the painful 
have learnt, 

le experience 
imunity (EEC) 

s and this is 
ifting of the 
the spirit of 

eaty provides for proper 
tnbution of amenities. 

Some of the 
of imbalance 
the member 

that we shall 
tolerance too.

*Saka Fadairo

When a banking colleague once described 
hun as a "Savanah Man" many people 
probably did not agree with that apt descrip­
tion which ts practically what the first 
Executive Secretary-General of the Economic 
Community of West African States, Dr. 
Aboubakar Diaby Ouattara is; simple, un­
assuming and easily accessible. Recently, 
u?lcS?artlv dressed ,vorV Coast-born ECO- 
WAS boss granted an interview to Afriscope's 
Saka Fadairo in his Lagos office. Excerpts 
trom their conversation
Afriscope: As a former banking executive 
who now finds himself heading an Organisa­
tion as complex as ECOWAS what has been

J,nce vou “’umed office

Dr. Ouattara: I have been very busy making 
contacts with member countries. Organisa­
tions and financial institutions. I have been 
trying to acquaint myself with the var.ous 
aspects of ECOWAS, setting up the task 
force, in fact, establishing operational orga­
nisation to get Ecowas started. The task

I force comprising four countries, Togo Nige­
ria Ghana and Guinea has done a marvellous 
job and the agenda for the Ministerial Coun- 
C.I in July is almost ready, ,hrM months 
after I assumed duty.

Afriscope: 15 years is the period g.ven your 
Organisation to successfully take off. Would 
you say that its speed since May 28 1975 
eJivIJble? CamC ,n,° ex'$,enc® i$ an'ylh.ng

Dr. Ouattara; It is true that some people feel 
that things have not been happening as they 
should with Ecowas, but this is because they 
do not know the amount of activities that 
are going on behind the screen. Very soon 
much will be known about it. Look at the 
enthusiasm with which the protocols were 
signed in Lome by member countries. This 
is an indication that Ecowas members still 

e a lot of confidence in the Organisation 
they know what work we have done so

Dr. Ouattara: There is no disagreerrfj 
between what I proposed then and mi'll 
Ecowas has now turned out to be. In fid 
this is why I am very happy to workbeev-' 
I see Ecowas as a dream that has comet­
reality. I have always held the view tv 
language barrier should not constitute r* 
obstacle to economic cooperation amc: 
West African states and this is what Ecww 
has achieved. I would, however, want to u'?-- 
the 16 member countries to rally rarJ 
ECOWAS as it is a major milestone 1 
African history in regional cooperation. h 
is Africa's hope for economic developmt' 
and therefore all Africans must support!’ * 
enterprise. It is a total support that a 
needed, not only political leaders and t : 
class but total commitment from ew»> 
citizen for economic development of W 
continent.

'ECOWAS IS MY DREAM COME TRUE
committed. This is a crucial elemer! : 
success and I have the assurance c 
members that they are ready to nu»e s • 
sacrifice on behalf of the community

But you se.em to have un* 
the role of external forces. H* 

the role of ■•■«■■■ 
instance?

Afriscope: In what aspects are your idea: 
a West African Common Market which ya 
thought of in your university days $‘im -' 
with the r resent Ecowas and where do thr. 
differ?

Afriscope: The problems confronting Ecowas 
are formidable. These include similarity of 
agricultural production, difference in natural 
endowments, ideological differences and 
language barriers. How do you intend to 
cope with these problems?
Dr. Ouattara: Yes, once you have problems 
and you are aware of them you are already 
solving them. We are aware of our differen­
ces. But then these differences may not be 
as apparent as people may think after all. 
Remember we have a lot of things in 
common as Africans-historically, politically, 
culturally etc. These common things are to 
be emphasised rather than the differences. 
Another thing is the recognition of the 
sovereignty of each state. I believe that if we 
give consideration to the beneficial aspects 
and we are sensitive to our diversities, our 
problems are not insurmountable.
Afriscope; Some pessimists see Ecowas as 
just another ambitious economic co-opcra- 
tion which will fizzle out like its predecessors. 
What can the sub-region do to prove such 
people wrong’
Dr. Ouattara: The best way to quieten such 
pessimists is to get the community going and 
I am happy that member countries are fully

Afriscope: The death of East African Com­
munity (EAC) is a sad loss. With the dis­
integration of the EAC what lessons have 
you learnt from its demise?

Dr. Ouattara: It is not only from 
collapse of the EAC that we I 

’ «e also benefitted from the 
ropean Economic Comr 
ther similar organisations

1 not only in the draft 
if Ecowas but also in t 
it. The treaty —•••• 
equal distriuuuuu 

tory equilibrium etc. 
ns of EAC arose out 
isequilibrium between 

However, we know 
of cooperation and
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Best range of Trucks and Tractors.
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Da OU fee much more expensive without one

are Price basic unit N14.600 ex Lagos.

For further information,
please contact Leventis Technical Limited, 
Systems Division, Tel: 41310/9 ext 253 & 223 or visit the 
same division at Iddo House, Ebute-Metta, Lagos.

leventis Technical Limited

The new Olivetti A5 electronic accounting sysfen 
caters for your changing needs

I you..
Progr"- 

v/a magneti 
capabilities 
or use magr

Easier on the c 
on both keyboard ar 
own speed wiR 
and pnr' ' “ 
charade

and often Ss^al1'° size business changes fast 

hn^S y°UJhe processin9 capacity you need, no matter 
how much your needs change, makes sound 
common sense

The new Olivetti A5 electronic accounting system 
Modular, yuu simply add new modules as your 

a^Q'ng needs dictate. Modular hardware peripherals, 
what y? SOft^re' lo9e,her they bui,d you exactly

Program and data load, reading and memorizing 
gnelic card And to increase input and output 

" you simply add on a tape reader and punch 
jnehc tape cassettes (ECMA standard) 

operator, too A buffered memory store 
and printer allows her to key m at her 

thout affecting the internal computing
nntout. Main memory holds up to 2.000 alphanumeric 
,ters, printout speed is 16 characters per second

Olivetti A5 No specialist operator training, handles 
up to four separate documents simultaneously
Your payroll's anything from around forty to 
two hundred employees; or you're posting and processing 
up to 2.000 invoices a month

You'll be hard put to better Olivetti A5.
The longer you're without one. the more you'll be spending 
for far less return.
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Enuda Guests Inn 
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BudlanJ Garden ' 
Akiode Village 
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^JOHN DEERE J

7 models
Prices range 

136 00

■fca

T

closed-centre hydraulics, wet disc 
brakes and "human engineering" that 
makes the operator s job more-of a 
pleasure, less of a chore.

Choose from the wide range of John 
Deere tractors the models that fit your

f. R.T. Briscoe 
i after sales

needs. Talk to R.T. Bi coe about it. 
Operate'one for yours 
provides spare parts a 
service

Available ex-stock 
from 48 H P. to 145 r 
from N5.996 00 to N

John Deere tractors.
The power behind efficient 
farming.

No matter which John Deere tractor 
you look at now—from the smallest 
3 cylinder 1030 at 48 HP SAE gross to 
the biggest 6 cylinder 8630 at 275 HP 
SAE gross —you know you're looking 
at a John Deere.
Functional construction and styling is 

across the line, presenting a complete 
and true family of tractors. Behind the 
design is also improved comfort, 
performance and reliability. At the 
heart of these tractors lie the features 
you expect from John Deere rugged, 
proven engines and transmissions.

D ABA
Box 31 P.O. Bom 818 
2544. Tel: 411.
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AUDIO VU .LAID
One of tl ewest in the field of Audio 

Visual Teacl ■ aid has just surfaced in 
Africa. i ...marked PHOTOVISION 
ISLANDER, unit consists of a Cassette 
Player; an Amplifier and a projector with 
accompanying Screen, Usable in both Rural 
and Urban areas because it runs on 12-14 
volts; this aid has an address system and 
can be used in daylight under any weather 
condition. According to Photovision slide 
films Ltd, educational programmes can be 
designed to meet local needs.

CO2 JET FREEZER

Industrial Gases (Nigeria) Ltd., now has 
1 stock a Carbon dioxide jet freezer which 

makes regular sized pellets of DRY ice. 
Weighing approximately 30 gm, the ice 
Pellets are frozen at -78.5°C at atmospheric 
pressure- and should be of immense benefit 
in Hospital—for blood and tissue banks and 
serum preservation. They can also act as 
refrigerants in refrigerators at home during 
Power failures.

WIND DRIVEN GENERATOR
Australia’s Davey Dunlite recently exhibi­

ted its wind-driven generator here in Lagos. 
With maximum continuous output of 2KW, 
this model of generator uses neither petrol 
nor diesel depending only on wind velocity 
which of course, means it can not be used 
in wind-free areas. Basically too, says > • 
DUNLITE, this generator is an alternator 
more suitable for operation on DC than AC, 
All the same, where applicable, this model 
is the surest way of beating present operation 
costs in other models.

GREASING THE INSIDE
Greasing the inside of machine units can 

be very tedious at times. Happily not so 
with MACNAUGHT’s super-Lube grease 
pump. With 3m or 4.5m hose lenght, this 
small high pressure pump (up to 700 kg/cm2) 
can be used to grease all nipples including 
those in awkward places. Aided by built-in 
strainer to guarranttee clean grease, expensive 
machinery is protected from wear and tear 
including costly breakdowns.



CATERPILLAR
,• jn j O jrr T'adf'rurki of Caterpillar TrictrCl M

implements. Methods must be matched to the land 
and the results dr ircd. Land clearing is important 
but it is only part of a plan.

Every phase of food development requires wise 
decisions that b< ------—’—2$ .K

Ourexperi 
and engines 
of many prop 
know more a:

Write for
Agricultural 
P.O. Box :

Or pick •: 
a copy from 
your Cat-- • 
Dealer.

utilise men and machines.
• /jay be helpful. The machines

play a key role in the success 
>ughout the world. Want to

• object?
det ‘The Essentials of 
ment" Caterpillar Overseas.
211 Geneva 3. Switzerland.

It takes more than land clearing 
t© turn to© taco] to crops.

It takes a plan.
Clearing the land. The first practical step in 

turning brush to crops; jungle to pasture. But land 
clearing alone will not ensure a successful 
agricultural programme.

The land may also have to be formed, drained- 
or, irrigated. Proper tillage is essential. Provision 
may be needed for fertilizers and pesticides. For 
storing the crop, and moving it to market.

Success is dependent on a total plan...a plan 
tailored to the land, covering every phase of food 
development and transportation. Each country is 
different. Each situation has its own requirements.

For subtropical land clearing, crawler drawn 
chains may be best; for heavy jungle, specialised
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RALE/&H 
Not Just a name

I IT'S ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE
tliere's nothing like a

RALEIGH INDUSTRIES (NIGERIA) LTD.

It’s a long climb from the beginning 
years ago when Raleigh started with 
importation, to our present manufac­
turing Bicycle Plant.
We have 80 years wealth of engineer­
ing experience throughout the world 

experience that’s 
not easy to come by. Our factory in 
Kano is manned by Nigerians, who 
have been trained to operate an indus­
trial complex like ours.
And that's why RALEIGH is not just 

^name._________________________ .
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ceable teeth while
Jes supplies water 
reduction as the

INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY: 
FOCUS:

COMMERCIAL 
AND TECHNICAL 
REVIEW

~;c"al feature of th.s
... wh.ch, unlike the conrfnt^ 
, prevent transfer of oveHoodJ 
engine any time thts

Finally after cutting the t
. from wh.ch the blades are suS* 

returns the machine along the » 
horizontal metal work along whc" 

3chme moves) and at the same time re 
the cut timbe- fo.n the Log assuttf 
idler roller situated at the end ra>. 
end. the 'Forestmil' represents a c

- jr timber industry especially «n

22m per mini 
One specif 

its clutch, wl 
ones, can 
Saws to i 
happens, 
the cable

(a he
mac

an 
the

sharpner sharpens the replace 
a water tank near the blade: 
for cooling and friction 
blades cut along the raw timber.

Adjustment for desired sizes of cut timber 
is provided by a corner post which can be 
lowered to any level required as per gradua­
tion situated at the bottom of the engine. 
For the depth of the cut timber a rule 
graduated in metric units is also attached

The standard 'Forestmil' can cut a section 
of umber up to 30crn x 15cm x 5.5m 
although special devices can be provided for 
cutting longer logs. The cutting speed is 
16m per minuMACQUARRIE'S portable sawmill

The basic motive behind this invention 
is cost reduction. It saves cost of transporting 
timber from bush to town for sawing and 
reduces waste of timber by processing on the 
spot, partly bad timber which would have 
been left behind m the conventional trans- 
port-to town system

Trade marked 'FORESTMIL' th.s port 
able and easily transportable sawmill is 
powered either by a 41 HP Volkswagen 
Engine or 65 HP Nissan diesel engine and 
fitted with a safety shot down device which 
makes the engine to stop automatically if 
there is lack o* water.

The Mill proper consists of a reduction 
gearbox having a vertical and horizontal 
output shaft both of which have inserted 
teeth made of hard steel
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CRANES: 6 Ton - 25 Ton

*45,000- 
>**116,000

NITECO 
fiates the construction industry 

seriously

A
MAGIRUS DEUTZ

©
VOLKSWAGEN

STEYR

0333
YORK

EXCAVATOR -
LOADERS 1.0m3-7.3.M3
Pricai upon r«qu«tt

GRADERS: 120 H.P - 253 H P 

#46,000 *70,000 

oan
The powerful O and K range of earth moving equipment is re 
the world over for versatility and maneuverability at construct'00^61* 
NITECO stocks a wide variety of O & K machines exclusively f l0iu-SI*e.S' 
making Road Building easier. r l',l9e*’ia

For further information contact :

I MHiN TECHNICAL COMPANY UMinn 
11/13 WAREHOUSE ROAD, P O. BOX 356, APAPA, ■ Ml

11—1 TELEPHONE: 45131, 45542, 48074, 46883,
NITFP.n BRANCHES AT APAPA. BAUCHI, BENIN CALABAR, ENUrn ,1 EUU IKEJA, ILORIN, ISOLO, KANO. MAIDUGURI, PORT-HARcq^ADAN,

EXCAVATORS: 0.6 m3 - 13 m3 

*64,000- 
*103.000
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Question Mark

HOW ABOUT PRISON INNtAl

*By Henry Atenaga
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COMMERCIAL 
AND TECHNICAL

LONRHO LOSES KENANA 
PROJECT

Went 
African

other available facilities and return 
inable.
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three 
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the other hand, H 
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to Nedllc
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there are three drying 
choice of which to u’sf 
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dispute between Arab sharehoten i 
Lonrho over the rising cost estinwbri 
was apparently a blockade to the Inti 
of Arab fund. Even then, should thin 
result in less delays in obtaining’'J 
poor Sudanese infrastructure and i-i 
inflation will still remain two otter ri 
causes of increase in cost estimate!
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; 1972. Mr. Arthur Ko^ 
jlop creative ability 
itroduced a national c-^ 

last year attracted 7601 
gaols Of course. M 1 
nil date, the British G>' 
encouraged this compf- 1 

Africa today the roles s-i 
because we are in a hum 1 

the creative develop^'."1 
can not and should nd 
' individuals if availab*- 
iovernrnent’s active '01?* 

• to

and i 
obtair____

These include PRE-Drying; Air and KILN 
Drying Processes Both the first and the 
last are most suitable for areas where wet 
conditions occur for an appreciable part of 
the year. In fact the KILN drying process 
will be uneconomical for those hardwoods 
which are ‘Impermeable and collapse-suscep­
tible' and must not be exposed above about 
110°F continuously.

However, the question of which humidity 
moisture content and density is desirable for 
the many uses of different brands of Timber, 
C.J T NIVEN PTY LTD has a comprehensive 
table for operators of the drying system.

NIVEN TIMBER DRYING SYSTEM
A development that cannot be blinked 

these days, even m developing countries, is 
the relationship between the Humidity cont­
ent of Timber and its many uses For 

Timber meant ,or Cabinet works 
will hardly stand the test of time if it conta.ns 
more than ns fair share of Humidity. The 
same wnh those meant for other uses hke 
Boat Building, General Construction and 
decking.

Niven drying system, one of the present 
timber dry.ng systems in the world, reduces 
the moisture content of umber by empioymg 
the principle of heat transfer and c.rculat.on 
in the process of which wood wastes are 
benefitiaily utilised Basically, these clips 
and wood cuts are stored m SUOS and later 
transferred to a Boiler, which contains water 
The heat generated from the burning clips 
heats the water to boiling point to produce 
steam (hot moistured air) which is in turn is 
transferred on to a control pipework where 
the heat is distributed into different dryers 
for drying the Timber.
Stacks are placed by a special handling sys­
tem. Also inside the dryer, control post

In most cases, the dryers are divided into 
chambers called CONES inside which Timber 
for Temperature. Humidity and air circula­
tion is attached to adjust these to required 
levels However, a moisture content monitor­
ing device can also be attached instead of a 
separate moisfure meter On the other hand, 
there are three drying processes and the 

fsft depends on the 
■conditions. Capital

From March 7 to 11th this year, Austra­
lia’s major industries organised their first 
major display in West Africa at the Lagos 
State Cultural Centre. Many well-known 
Australian names made up mainly of com- 
pames in search of agents in Nigeria seized 
the opportunity to exhibit their mastery in 
a cordial atmosphere.

From the first day, after Nigeria's Trade 
Commissioner Major-General Shuwa declared 
the show open, attendance was more than 
impressive as most of the products exhibited 
tallied well with Nigeria's economic aspira­
tions Thanks to the organising ability of 
the resident Australian Trade Commissioner 
herein Lagos. Even people from Ghana came 
in for the 5-day show.

Major attraction was the silent, award 
winning domestic fan displayed by Mistral 
SUNRAY COMPANY. The fan employs a 
new concept m air movement and has a 
totally enclosed Motor and fan blade in a 
modern and portable but light weight housing 
for safety sake. The presence of many others 
like the much-talked about portable Sawmill, 
dairy plants; Agricultural implements and 
machines, only shows the amount of home­
work done by the organisers. In fact, it is 
gratifying to note that a special information 
publication was handed out from the office 
of the Trade Commissioner long before the 
show. I believe this is the only display that 
has surpassed last year's Swedish exhibition 
at the same venue

BRITISH TRADE MISSION TO 
NIGERIA

Between May 9th and 20th thi» 
Nigeria played hosts to a trade t-i 
from Glasgow Chamber of Commerct 
mission was rhade up of representatives 
from varied industries. Mr. John Hen 
representative of Ealing Beck LtdofWw 
said prior to their arrival "I P1^ ■1 
as many Universities as possible enJ 
believe our optical berches and optc 
systems should be highly acceptable t 
education marked at all levels as we,,s 
industry." Earlier on before therms®" 
company had supplied potics and P'< 
education equipment at the tinner*-* 
Benin and carrying out another orde 
Ahmadu Bello University.

Other companies r 
trade mission include, L>. • 
Ltd-makers of mould"" 
surfaces; Renold's Group (, 
sion ano mechanical handl- 
Atlas Hydraulic Loaders Ltd i 
Cranes) and Thomas Thomj 
holdings Ltd-makers of a wii 
surgical dressings.

To assume that all humans 
this world with one or two natu'^ ’ 
is tantamount to owning up to one* 
when it is called. People fall by W 
side and become social problems on-'v 
such talents are either abused or oen 
required avenue for recognition by t ~ 
of our world. But then, any soc**^ 
knows all hands must be on deck 
it can pick up a required de.-:-- 
momentum, must have to ensure t*u 
those subjects falling by the way Side 
the influence of external forces nu*-^ 
constructive pose. This is why one*-1 
why Africa is not having second tH-l 
about its inmates.

As far back as 
in a bid to dcvel 
bars in Britain, mt 
tition which by 
from British gaol 
individual and till 
merit has only e 
but then, in Al 
be swapped 

our inmates can not and shou 
undertaken tzy* individuals if ava 
that without Government's active »o 
well-meant endeavours are destined 
because of red tape, cost and other prob ’ 

ice this month’s question Why c- 
i Governments create avenues for 

creative development of jailbirds, instead 
teaching them skills? One bitter t’Utl 
that such skills push them to more C 
because they are rare'y in line with tl 
natural seif and what’s more, rarely an 
skills the society rate high.

Netherlands Shipping Union Group of 
Companies (NSU); an international union 
of diverse companies; has changed its name. 
The new name. NEDLLOYD GROUP, be­
came necessary because of the group's in­
creasing activity .in Air transport, offshore 
drilling. Hotel management and a host of 
other business interests diverse from Ship- 
pmg-thegroup's initial main business which 
today ranks among the largest privately 
owned Shipping Companies in the World.

As a result of the change, the Shipping 
division will now go by the name NEDLL­
OYD LINES operating 101 Cargo vessels; 
3 Container Ships and one Roll-on/Roll-off 
Ship-all having a total capacity of 1.4m tons 
of Cargo.

On the other hand, Holland Bulk Trans­
port, another division of the group, will now 
change its name to Nedlloyd Bulk managing 
a fleet of 30 ships comprising 12 general 
purpose Carriers, 4 crude oil tankers; 4 
product tankers, 7 chemical and 3 LPG/ 
ammonia tankers.

The group's total labour force, as at 
December last year, stood at 17,274 out of 
which 7233 were at Sea working in offshore 
drilling interests (two modern drill ships 
which can drill in 1,000 and 2,000 ft. of 
water respectively); Smit International (a 
division World renown for ocean towing. 
Salvage and Supply of drilling installations) 
and in its shipping and bulk transport lines.

One of the diverse activities that brought 
t the name change. Air transport, con 
jf a fleet of three DC-10's; two DC 8's;

e DC 9's; one F 28 and 17 Smaller 
craft.

Lonrho has lost Kenana s 
pany's management contract, i 
holder's meeting held in May, 
Rahman Abdullah, Sudanese 
Minister, was appointed chairman an 
Mohammed ei Bashir el Wagei, Mai 
Director, in a move which spelt th 
of Lonrho's exclusive Control. And, b- 
of its financial stake in the project, K 
is to appoint a deputy Managing Di' 
However, Alexander and Baldwin, a 
Consulting firm was retained I 
technical assistance to the Con

The Kenana Sugar project, a prof 
sugar estate with biggest world ou'r>"' 
continued to be re-estimated upw&ru> 
1973 when feasibility study was completed. 
Present estimates put the cost at S600m by 
early 1980s when it is expected to come on 
stream, in May's General meeting the com­
pany's Capital was increased from S100rn 
to S160m—a move over which Kuwaiti 
partners have been dragging their feet

Official sources indicate that Lonrho 
lost the Management Contract because of

represented >n 
__ . G. Lenvil P'CC. 
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