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From leftare, Dr. Adras Szollosi Nagy the deputy Director-General UNESCO, the Water Resources Minister, Alhaji Mukhtari Shagari
and the Italian Ambassador in Nigeria, Marcello Recoveri during the International Conference on water security and hydrological
extreme towards sustainable developmentin Africa held at NICON Hilton Hotel, Abuja... yesterday.

Bomb scareinAb
bound flight

A nxiety gripped passen-
gers inside an Abuja

x Abound Aero aircraft
yesterday when a business
class passenger announced
Ithat he was in possession of

abomb.
D nies has emerged the
preferred bidder for
the acquisition ofthe Katsina
Steel Rolling Company
(KSRC), having offered to
pay N 1.46 billion. Kura Hold-
ings emerged as reserved bid-
derwith an offer ofN800 mil-
lion.

A statement from the BPE
said the financial bids for the
sale of the company were
opened in Abuja recently
where three companies
bidded to acquire the firm.

ana Group ofCompa-

Frt>m Shakirat Abdulmajeed,
Correspondent (Lagos)

The incident happened at
about 1.15pm at the domestic
terminal of the Murtala
Muhammed airport, Lagos; as

By AnasA.Caladima,
Asst. Business Editor

The N1.46 offered by
Dana Group brings to N6.46
billion the amountraised from
the sale of the four inland
steel rolling mills in the coun-
try.

The statement said the
amount so far generated are
from payments for the Jos and
Oshogbo Steel Rolling Mills
by the preferred bidders,

"Zuma Steel West Africa Lim-

ited and Kura Holdings Lim-
ited. Zuma Steel has already

the airline, Eero Contractors
was about to take off for
Abuja.

According to a witness,
the passenger simply identi-
fied as B. Mok, told the man
seated next to him that all the

MillNL.4bn

paid NESHD for JSRE, while
Kura Holdings Limited paid
N2.61billion for the Oshogbo
Steel Rolling Complex.

The two investors offered
the highest bid in November
last year. The three liquidators
ofthe rolling mills were led by
Babington Ashaye for the
Bureau of Public Enterprises
(BPE).

W hile the bid offer by
Kura Holdings Ltd for OSRC
met the requirements of the
National Council on Priva-

tisation (NCP), the Coun-
ConL on Pg. 2
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passengers inside the aircraft
needed to pray hard because
he had a bomb with him.

This scared the passenger
who informed the others.
They called the attention of
the cabin crew to the devel-
opment.

All the 78 passengers in-
side the B737 were asked to
disembark for re- screening
while the entire luggage was
taken to the Aero terminal for
a second screening.

Confirming the incident
yesterday, Aero Fixed Wing
M anager, Captain Dapo
Olumide, said the passenger
(Mok) was taken away imme-
diately by men of the State
Security Services (SSS) for
inteiTogation.

He said, the passengers
were identified through the
manifestand screened for the
second time. The incidenthad
been reported to the aviation
regulatory authority.

According to Captain
Olumide, no bomb was found
on the man during the course
of interrogation and the air-
craft departed for Abuja after
the re- screening exercise.

Captain Olumide said
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owes
pensioners
N2 trillion

he federal government
owes pensioners
across board a stagger-
ing sum of N2 trillion, an offi-
cial of the National Pensions
Commission (Pencom), Barris-
ter John Ogolo, has revealed.
Nigeria’s fiscal budget for
2006 stands at N 1.8 trillion,
about N200 billion lower than
the pension liability.
Barrister Ogolo who dis-
closed this at a seminarorga-
nized by the Ministry of
Sports and Social Develop-
fflent jti Abuja yesterday, said
that governmentwas uncom-
fortable with the increasing
burden of payments coupled
with the general disenchant-
ment against the existing pen-
.

such incidentiscommon, es-
pecially in the United States
ofAmericawhen a passenger
can raise a false alarm to frus-
trate an airline to make it lose
a day’s revenue.

Meanwhile, Daily Trust
was reliably informed that the
passenger Mok, was released
around 4pm when the men of
SSS found out that the man
was a “loose speaker” and
has no connection with ter-
rorism.

Mok was said to have
been working with an insur-

ance company and was heard.

complaining that his boss
may sack him because he has
missed an appointment in
Abuja.

By Patrick Andrew,
! Assist Head, Sports Desk \

sion schemes, noting that it
decided to introduce a con-
tributory scheme involving
both the government and the
beneficiaries.

He asserted that govern-
ment resolved to introduce a
new scheme thatallowswork-
ers the choice ofpension fund
administrator sharply
constrasting with the previ-
ous practice that denied work-
er* direct invelvement in $e
selection af pension fund ad-
ministrators.

He said government was
unable to meet the huge de-
mand for pension payment
due to increasing disengage-
ment from service and the fre-
quent response to economic
hardship through salary in-
crements, adding that the
new scheme allows both the
government and the benefi-
ciaries the freedom to contrib-
ute with minimal hassles.

The NPC official said that
the previous schemes failed,
because the burden of con-
tribution rested almost exclu-
sively with government,
stressing that worker*, were
somewhat lackadaisical about
pension fund schemes since
claims were hardly met on
demand.

Last week, President
Olusegun Obasanjo, while
presenting licences to 17 ap-
proved firms in the pension
scheme, warned operators of
the scheme against inefficient
management. The president
advised against distress in the

Cont. on Pg. 2
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Pensioners cont.
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\management of the novel
jscheme as was the case in the
| banking sector.
| According to the presi-
|dent, the government will not
hesitate to withdraw the li-
Icence ofany operator that de-
| faulted in the operation ofthe
|scheme, stressing that gov-
|emmentisdetermined to work
iout modalities for the pav-
ement of the pension arrears
lofworkers.

The Pension Reform Act,
12004, the president said, sig-
;nifies the era of stability and

hope forthe nation’sworkers
and must be managed care-
fully to ginger workers’con-
fidence, focus on theirjob and
future life in retirement.

The 17 operators who
were granted licences are
jspread across three catego-
ries, including 12 pension
|funds administrators, four
Ipensions fund custodians
land one*closed- fund admin-
istrator.

The president, who was
:visibly delighted during the
Iceremony, had urged Pencom
jto continue to monitor the
;operations of the sector to
}ensure compliance with the

specifications ofthe scheme.

In view ofthe efficacy of
|the scheme, the president

.lurged all public servants yet
Ito register with the scheme to
ido so without further delay,
notltlg that registration is

eapulsery,

At the seminar, partiei-1

pants\leamt that increases in
pension rates as high as 322
per centwithin two years led
to serious funding problems
for government and employ-
ers, noting that the panacea
to this burden is the introduc-
tion of a scheme that allows
professional pension fund
administrators the space to
take up management o ffunds
contributed proficiently.

Ogolo said government
believes that direct involve-
ment of the workers in the
choice of pension fund ad-
ministrators would engender
greatercommitment to saving
for the rainy day as well as
allow each worker the freedom
to make extra contributions to
the fund as he so desires.

Daily Trustrecalls that the
government has been inun-
dated with demands for pen-
sion settlement by members
of the armed forces, railway
workers, civil servants and
jothers from the parastatals.

The Ministry of Sports
jand Social Development is
the first of such ministries to
embark on a sensitization
Iprogramme for all cadre of
Istaff since the government
igranted licences to 17 pen-
| sion scheme administrators in
|the country.

he Governors Forum

met yesterday to

present a common
position on the issue of con-
stitutional amendment, just as
they constituted a 6-man
panel to look into the riots in
some parts ofthe country with
the mandate ofunraveling the
causes ofthe crises and find-
ing solutions to them.

Chairman ofthe forum and
governorofAkwa Ibom State,
Obong Victor Attah told
newsmen that the governors
lauded the public hearings as
a viable method of gauging
public opinion on the consti-
tution. He said that the state
executives unanimously sup-
portacomprehensive review
ofthe 1999 constitution.

The governors also com-
mended the National Assem-
bly, especially the committee
on the review ofthe constitu-
tion.

On the spate of violence
over cartoon controversy
which recently led to loss of
lives and properties in parts
of the country, the forum ad-

—
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By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

vocated for peace stressing
that their should not be an ex-
cuse to cause national disaf-

) —_
From left are, Mr.

fection.

The forum also urged Ni-
gerians to imbibe the culture
of peaceful coexistence and
shun sectarian differences.

The 6-man committee

I"unanya-ChukH-u,
ibubakar on Media Matter*.

I'ufcSilay, Febi uary 2d, 2006

Governorsendorse constitutional amendment Senators

comprise of governors from
the six geopolitical zones of
the nation. The Forum’s meet-
ing which held atthe NICON
Hilton had nine governors
and five deputy governors in
attendance.

& i fe.sissBBi

Chukwu Vgochukwu, the Secretary General of Community Hatch for Social Develop-
ment, the President and Motivator of the CM SI1). Harr.
Assistant to lice President Atiku
courtesy visit to the lice President in his office at the Stale House, Abuja...

Iruttmu \H ana and the, Special

MaUm Mohammad Yukob during their

recently. Pic: Joe Oroye.

Insurance coys get
recapitalisation waivers

egulatory authorities

have released con-

cessionary mea-
sures to fast track the on-
going reforms and re-
eapltalisatien ef insurant
and reinsurance firms.

The concessionary mea-
sures was confirmed by
N ational Insurance Com-
mission (NAICOM), Chief
Executive and Commis-
sioner of Insurance, Chief
Emmanuel Chukwulozie. He
said Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC)
had accepted to apply one
percent charge on the
nominal value of securities
of the companies instead of

By Abdulwahab Isa,
Business Reporter

the market value as the ap-
proval fee.

jCQfg0f8tg_ —

mission (CAC), according
to him, had also granted 50
percent reduction on all fees
payable by any insurance or
reinsurance company that
complies with the reform
and consolidation require-
ments during the reform
period.

Also, Federal Inland
Revenue Services (FIRS),
has accepted to offer statu-
tory reliefunder various tax
Acts on company by com-

Dana Cont.from pg. 1

cil asked that the offer by
Zuma Steel be renegotiated
having fallen short of the re-
served price for the company.

Consequently, afternego-
tiation, the company upped
the amount to N800m which
was accepted by the Council
and payment already ef-
fected.

The bid 0fS2.5 million for
KSRC by Nigeria-Spanish
Group was rejected and the
NCP ordered a fresh bid for
the complex.

The statement said the
Director General ofthe BPE,
Mrs. Irene Chigbue, repre-
sented by Elder Archibong
Udofiah. Director, Industry
and Solid Minerals, while
speaking atthe new bid open-
ing said that lack of competi-
tion at the initial bid exercise
which had only one bidder,
accounted for the low bid of-

fer hence its cancellation.

She said the new exercise,
which had three bidders, met
the aspirations of Nigerians
given that the bidders have
the technical capabilities to
run the complex. The three
bidders are the Nigeria-Span-
ish Group, the Kura Holdings
and the Dana Group.

Atthe end ofthe exercise,
Dana Group offered N 1.458
billion to emerge the winner

following the offer ofN800m.

by Kura Holdings and N769.5
by the Nigeria-Spannish
Group.

The Dana Group is an in-
ternational conglomerate with
about 12 subsidiaries dealing
in brands ranging from manu-
facturing to food and vehicle
distribution. The group is the
sole distributor of KIA Mo-
tors in Nigeria.

pany basis as the excersise
progresses while the Nige-
rian Stock Exchange
(NSE), promised to grant
insurance industry the con-
crssiofisTt gave the banks
for the consolidation exer-
cise.

Another measures out-
lined by NAICOM boss to
fast track the consolidation
process is the reduction of
certification fees payable
from one percent to 0.5 per-
cent.

The regulatory body is
also to set up help desk to
facilitate and guide market
operators, insurance under-
writers and their respective
financial advisers on arising
issues. It will also set up a
committee of legal and in-
surance experts to handle
the issue of liquidation of
distressed and failed insur-
ance companies.

Chukwulozie urged in-
surance and reinsurance
companies to hasten action
on re-capitalisation, warn-
ing that his commission will
not grant an extension of
time at the expiration of the
28Ih February, 2007 date
stipulated as deadline for the
consolidation exercise.

Commenting on the re-
form programme as it af-
fects various areas of the
economy, especially aviation
which has witnessed vari-
ous air mishaps in recent
times, he said the commis-
sion has written to all air-

lines operating in the coun-
try to submit their insurance
programmes for 2006 for
evaluation. He assured that
NAICOM will work with
the aviation industry and
regulatory arms to ensure
that “there are established
minimum levels of insur-
ance cover interms of scope
and limits for the protection
of airports, airlines, passen-
gers, crews, other third par-
ties and airport facilities.”

Accordingly, he said in-
surance sector post con-
solidation will increase total
capitalization of insurance
to N300 billion while the era
will witness influx of for-
eign partners to complement
indigenous companies.

Since NAICOM un-
folded the new capitalization
ofN2 billion, N3 billion and
N 10 billion respectively for
all classes of underwriters,
insurance operators have
contended that non-release
of palliative guidelines also
known as concessions,
have slowed down the pace
of mergers and acquisition
talks among insurance
firms.

W ith the concessionary
measures now unfolded,
analysts are of the view that
it will speed up the merger
talks among firms, more so
when some insurance firms
have commenced due dili-
gence on those firms that
approached them for
merger and acquisitions.

disagree
over 3rd
term

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

resident Olusegun
Obasanjo’s alleged
third terii bid yester-
day split senators with some
vowing thatthe president will
remain in office beyond 2007.

Senator Kola Ogunwale
said v<*stf»rda\ ihjjL,
agenda witfcwiu'l 'M benaW
tors Saidu Dansadau and Sule
Yari Gandi said opposition
law makers will derail the third
term train.

The senators spokj*
against the background of
reported claims by Senator
Arthur Nzeribe that the third
term bid would scale through
if tabled before the legisla-
ture.

Speaking to National As-
sembly correspondents yes-
terday, Ogunwale (PDP
Osun), said:

“Third term is a realistic
issue that should happen now
because we need it. lam aNi-
gerian and | am entitled to my
opinion and from all what 1
have come across since |
came to the National Assem-
bly, we need the gentleman to
be there for another term of
four years and of course, Ni-
gerians have endorsed that.

“The public sittings have
come and gone. Itwas notri-
otous, It was peaceful.

People have aired their
opinion and people we
thought would be against it
came out supporting it. So
what are we saying about
somebody coming against
it?”

Ogunwale said the only
possible obstacle to
Obasanjo’s self-succession
plan would be ifvoters fail him
at the polls.

But Dansadau, in a swift
reaction, said the third term
agenda was as good as dead.

“Definitely, those of us
that oppose it have not been
sleeping and during the pub-
lic hearings, we were
strategising. So, l am optimis-
tic that the third term will not
go through thg.National As-
sembly. We have not been
sleeping. We have been talk-
ing to our colleagues. We
have mapped out strategies
and we are seriously working
to achieve our objective.”

He said “third term is not
designed to serve the inter-
est of this country. It is de-
signed to serve the interest
of President Olusegun
Obasanjo and theproponents
of the third term agenda and
therefore, | cannot be a party
to it.”

The recently held public
hearings,' Dansadau said,
“was never intended to give
opportunity to all Nigerians.
It was to give opportunity to
only those who support third
term. If you start your memo
by saying that you support
third term, there will be ap-
plause and you will be al-
lowed to speak.”
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The FCT Commissioner ofNational Population Commission, Dr. Mrs. Dotun Odunleye, standing addressing the Ona of
Abaji and chairman, FCT Council of Chiefs, Alhaji Adamu Baba Yunusa, on theforth coming 2006 Census at hispalace

in Apaji...recently. .

FGtosettleN1.5tr contract

debts, pension arrearswith bond-o+ r*+

T ie Finance Minister, Dr.
Ngozi Okonjo-lweala,
has disclosed that the

federal government plans to
use the bond market to
resolve the over N 1.5 trillion
debt owed contractors and
pension arrears facing it.

According to the minister
who revealed this on the
occasion of the inauguration
ceitmony of the Bond Mar-
ket Steering Committee
CBMSC), there is need to
create an active bond market
in Nigeria.

Top dignitaries that gra-
ced the event include former
Minister of Finance, Dr. Kalu
Idika Kalu, Director-General
of the Debt Management
Office, Dr. Mansur Muktar,
Director-General, Pension
Commission of Nigeria
(PENCOM), Director-Gen-
eral, Securities & Exchange
Commission (SEC), Mr. Musa
Al-Faki and a host of others.

She posited that a local
bond market confers nume-
rous benefitsto the economy,
adding that-“a well-functi-
oning bond market, is esse-
ntial for a by market deter-
mined resource allocation.

"“It is also critical for
boosting the resilience of its

-financial system and insu-
lating against external shocks
and contagion,” she said.

Dr. Muktar earlier stated
that the entire idea was to
build a consensus on how to
develop the bond market to
curtail overdependence on
internal borrowing.

From Bright Ewulu, Lagos

However, because of the
complex nature ofthe market,
he stressed that all stakeh-
olders should work together
to fashion a credible secu-
rities market.

The minister had discl-
osed that “the bond issuance
programme has facilitated the
restructuring of existing
short term debts as well as
sustainable, non-inflationary
financing of the gover-
nment’s deficit.

“To promote and stren-
gthen the government’s
bond market and indeed the
entire fixed-income securities
market, DMO, in collabora-
tion with other stakeholders
in the bond market, as finali-
sing arrangements for establi-
shing a system ofprimary de-
aler/market makers,” he said.

Members of the steering
committee including the
minister offinance, Dr. Ngozi
Okonjo-lweala, DMO, Dire-
ctor General, Dr. Mansur
Muktar, President, Money
Market Association of Nige-
ria, Mr. Funso Shobande,
President™ Chartered Institute
of Stockbrokers, Henry
Olayemi, BGL Limited Man-
aging Director, Dr. Albert Ok-
umagba, Caleb A. Yaro, chai-
rman cornerstone Securities
etc.

According to Yaro who
spoke for the selected mem-
bers, there is a need to cha-
nge the current situation
where equalities control over

eighty percent ofour market,
saying that there is a need for
creativity in the areas of
derivatives.

Pix: Abubakar Sadiq Isah
gfo state PDP has
‘washsd its hands off

/K lthe third term agenda
being agitated for at the
public hearing sittings across
the country.

Speaking in Kaduna yes-
terday during a visitto Gove-

rnor Ahmed Mohammed
M akarfi, Kano state PDP

Ex-Governor
makes case for polic

lormer Governor of the
defunct North-W est
state and retired Commi-
ssioner of Police, Alhaji
Usman Farouk, has called on
the federal government to
cater adequately for the po-
lice toensure security of lives
and property in the country.

Speaking to newsmen on
the state of the nation on
Monday in Gombe, the for-
mer governor expressed sad-
ness with the poor remun-
eration and poor equipment
of the country’s police, say-
ing there is no justification
for the current poverty in the
force.

The former police boss
who described the Nigeria
police as ill-equipped, poorly
remunerated and demor-
alised, said their poor cond-
ition is what causes, the state
ofinsecurity in the country.

From Muhammad Abubakar, Gomf

“Nobody is safe in th
country no matter how highl
_placed one is because ou
police are poorly paid,
don’t have any excuse f
treat them this way. Nigeri
is a rich country that caf
afford to equip and remun
erate its police adequately,
lamented Alhaji Usma
Farouk.

He said blessed with th
abundance of both huma
and material resources, itis!
great shame that Nigeria |
the kind ofpolice itnow has,!
calling on the authorities to
immediately procure a solu-
tion so that security of lives
will be guaranteed.

Itwill be recalled that the
rank and file of the Nigeria
police recently attempted to
go on strike to protest poor
remuneration, welfare and
other related problems.

Public hearings: Thirdterm
not inour agenda-~no pdp

chairman, Senator Masud
Jibril Doguwa, stated that
they believe in constitutional

Census: Kwara
deploys commissioners

=vara State governor,
K Dr Bukola Saraki,

lyesterday deployed
his council members to their
constituencies as part of the
aggressive mobilization to
sanitize the people on the
forthcoming national head
count.

The mobilization exercise
is designed to educate the
people on the need to ensure
the success of the census in
the three senatorial districts
of the state.

Leading the team for the

Fmm AbdulRazaq Adebavo,
llorin

Kwara central senatorial dis-
trict comprising two commis-
sioners, permanent secre-
taries and special advisers,
the commissioner for Local
Government and Chieftaincy
Affairs, Hajia Nimota Ibrahim
called for cooperation from
the people inthe bid to correct
the mistakes of the past.
Hajia Ibrahim who addr-
essed the people at the llorin
West Local Government

Malam Abdulai Sliuaib (right) Progrmame Director OIC briefing journalists on
the cartoons at NUJ Press Centre, Ikeja. Sitting with him is Sheikh Dliikrullahi

Shafimudeen, Chieflmam ofNTA10.

Pix: Oladipupo Odunewu.

Secretariat, said, “Our efforts
in the impending exercise is
to ensure that we guide
against the pitfalls of the past
“which led to the underc-
ounting of people.

The effect, she stated
was the major lapse on reso-
urce allocation to the state
and the adverse impact on
her development.

The commissioner said
the government would use all
machineries at its disposal to
prevent reoccurrence of the
ugly incidence which bro-
ughtin its wake a lot ofden-
ials and associated inconv-
eniences to the people ofthe
state.

Hajia Ibrahim urged the
people to cooperate with
enumerators and supervisors
of the National Population
Commission saying the gove-
rnment attached high priority
to 2006 census exercise.

The Commissioner parti-
cularly asked Local Council
Officials to penetrate all the
work and cranny ofthe state
and persuade the people of
the area to ensure the succ-
ess of the exercise.

She assured officials of
the commission that the state
and Local Governments
would place at their disposal
all logistics necessary to
make the programme a huge
success.

From AbdulRaheem Aodu,
j Correspondent (Kaduna) \

amendments as it relates to
state electoral commission,
revenue sharing formula and
traditional institutions but
not the third term.

“Third term is not in our
agenda. We have nothing to
do with it. We believe in
constitutional amendment as
we want our constitution to
be reviewed, especially in
areas like state electoral
commission, the revenue
sharing formula and the trad-
itional institutions which
needs to be given constit-
utional duties.

“The public hearing is
necessary because we can-
not continue like this. We
need to make corrections to
maintain the corporate exis-
tence of the country. Thus,
the constitution needs to be
reviewed to allow the amen-
dments though not on the
issue ofthird term,” he said.

Senator Doguwa said
they were in Kaduna to thank
Governor Makarfi for playing
host to them during their
retreat early in the year.

Makarfi in his response,
assured them that the mistake
that brought to power
opposition parties in the
north west zone will not be
repeatjd as the ruling party
will win all the northJwest
states tome 2007 and cha-
rged them to work hard for
the party to achieve its aims.
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Mr. John Adzer, Director Marketing and Promotion o fNTDCAbuja, (left), discussing with Mr. Denis Tor Orjiume, General Manager of
Manet Hotels Kaduna, atthe National Workshop on Tourism Awareness and Developmentin Nigeria, organised by National Institutefor
Hospitality and Tourism, held in Kaduna...recently

Pix Shehu K. Goro

Emirates skywards membership increases

Igenan passengers are in

Icreasingly joining Emir

N lates’ frequent flyer pro-
gramme - Skywards.

Skywards is a unique pro-
gramme aimed at rewarding cus-
tomers who choose to travel with
Emirates to any of the airlines’
80 destinations in 56 countries.

According to Mr. Azeem,
Emirates’ Manager, Nigeria:
“Skywards takes its members far
beyond the immediate travel ex-
perience by providing more
choices and rewarding passenger
loyally, its numerous rewards
such as free air tickets, upgrades
to Business and First class and
special hotel rates have prompted

By ShakiratAbdulmajeed,
Correspondent (Lagos)

many Nigerians to join this ex-
clusive club.”

He added: “Itisencouraging
to note that almost 10,000 adults
and several hundred children
have joined the Skywards and
Skysurfers programmes respec-
tively.”

The two key drivers of the
Skywards programme are inno-
vation and the philosophy of
superior customer services that
touch all points. This innovation
has led to the creation of
Skysurfers, a club tailored to-
wards the preferences and inter-

FG negotiates $200m
World Bank loan for Lagos

harecent sovereign credit
T rating ofNigeria has placed

the country in the same
economic cadre and Brazil with
Turkey, the Minister of Finance,
Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-lweala has
said.

She said with the rating of
BB-that the Nigerian public and
private sector can now access in-
tentional finance at a much re-
duce rate unlike'before.

Speaking at a breakfast meet-
ing organized for her by the non-
governmental organization
(NGO) Corporate Nigeria, the
minister disclosed that the fed-
eral government is currently ne-
gotiating for $200m no interest
credit facility for Lagos state
courtesy of the World Bank.

She said the loan will be used
for environmental clean up, solid
waste disposal, slum upgrade and
what have you, adding that Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo is sol-
idly in support of the effort.

Going further at the event
graced by top officials from gov-
ernment and the private sector,
namely the Minister of Works
and Housing, Chief Adeseye
Ogunlese, Minister of Commu-
nication, Chief (“ornelius
Adebayo, President of the Nige-
rian Stock Exchange, Dr.
Raymond Obieri and Chairman,

ICorporate Nigeria, Dr. Ndi
Okereke Onyuike.

From Bright Ewuiu,
Deputy Business Editor (Lagos)

Dr. Okonjo-lweala said that
surveys show that incidents of
corruption is falling.

According to her, the biggest
challenge for the federal govem-
irient is the issue of infrastruc-
ture but said that the government
is set to combat it.

She said the government
plans to resolve the issues of
epileptic electricity supply and
that this was responsible for the
ongoing efforts to build seven
power stations across the coun-
try.

Understandably, she opined
that the economy will become
better in the years ahead but
maintained that there was need
to ensure the rule of law, process
and systems that will lead to
sustainability.

On the purpose of country
credit risk rating, she posited,
“the purpose is to benchmark
your economy in the global set-
ting. By attaining a sovereign
credit rating, your country could
mitigate risks and attract foreign
direct investment.

“Butwe will be rated yearly
so we should work hard on the
reforms to maintain this positive
ratings. We have a three year plan
to get us to where we want to
be,” she said.

ests ofyoung travellers between
the ages of two and 16.

...Skywards.earning..opportu-
nities occur when flying with
Emirates or SriLankan Airlines.
With three tiers of membership -
Blue, Silverand Gold - members
can enjoy more privileges in
higher membership tiers.

Skywards’ recently intro-
duced the Family Bonus pro-
gramme whereby individual cus-
tomers can nominate up to eight
family members to receive 20 per
centoftheirown flight miles when
flying with either Emirates or
SriLankan Airlines.

When redeeming miles, Sky-
wards’ members can receive free
tickets not only from Emirates
or SriLankan airlines, but also
from other Skywards partners
worldwide such as South Afri-
can Airways, Delta, Japan Air-
line, and United Airlines.

Mr. Deji Morohunfola, Sky-
wards’ Gold card member and
President, Creative Digits Con-
sult Limited, stated: “My accu-
mulated miles often generate tick-
ets for my family vacations. lalso
get upgrades and access to the
Emirates’ lounge and hotel at the
Dubai International Airport, all
of which come complementary
owing to my Skywards member-
ship.

“Skywards members can
also choose from other exciting
benefits such as guaranteed book-
ing on any Emirates flight; flight
upgrades; special hotel rates;
unique travel packages with Ara-
bian adventures; chauffeured
transport to and from designated
special meal considerations; fast
track services at the airport; and
Stopover packages at selected
destinations.”

The latest innovation from
Emirates is a facility that ensures
easy and convenient check-in for
all Skywards members. All
members traveling with just hand
baggage can now check them-
selves in for a flight using the new
Self Check-In Kiosks at Dubai
IntemationaJ Airport. The facil-
ity is also available to customers
who are members of Skywards’
partner airlines.

Members insert their mem-
bership cards and their booking

is displayed on the kiosk screen
following verification of the
card’s number. They can then
confirm or change their assigned
seat, register their Skywards or
partner frequent flyer Miles, and
print their boarding cards, which
include the First or Business
Class Lounge invitation.

Travellers can join Sky-
wards by registering online or at
the Emirates Lagos office located
at Churchgate Building, Afri
Bank street, Victoria Island. Reg-
istration can also take place at
any of the Emirates booking of-
fices worldwide. Registration is
free ofcharge.

Skywards was launched in
May 2000 and has won several
prestigious awards including;
Best Customer Service Award,
along with an award for the Best
Web Site and Programme of the
year.

UAD to moblise
Nigerians against 3ictterm

pro-democracy organiza

A tion, the United Action

mfor Democracy (UAD).

has vowed to mobilize people

for civil disobedience against the

alleged third term ambition of
President Olusegun Obasanjo.

The group said this at a press
conference on Monday where it
condemned the arrest and deten-
tion of its national convener,
Abiodun Aremu and 23 other
activists including students of
the Ladoke Akintola University
of Technology.

General Secretary of UAD.
Taiwo Otitolaye, said the con-
tinued detention of the activists
has further shown the repressive
streak of the Obasanjo adminis-
tration.

His words; “ the life of this
administration headed by Gen.
Olusgun Obasanjo since 1999
has witnessed more state repres-
sion, assassinations, massacres,
pogroms, corruption and apathy
for the rule oflaw more than any
other government in the political
history of our country. The Odi
village destruction, Zaki-biam
massacre, Bola lge, Harry
Marshall assassinations are ex-
amples. The UAD is convinced
that Obasanjo is poised to.con-
tinue along this line if an over-
whelming opposition is not pro-
vided to confront the fascist re-
gime.”

He submitted that the presi-
dent is desperate to achieve the

| From Olumide Bajulaiyc, j
Correspondent (Lagos)

plot hence the manipulation of
ihe constitution being pursued
by the government.

“This government had ear-
lier set up a technical review com-
mitteejn 1999 and the so-called
national political reform confer-

ence, but when the outcome of !

these fell short of Obasanjo’s
expectations, he went in search
of a manipulated public forum
to amend the constitution
through the ‘pigeon hole arrange-
ment,” Otjtolaye said.

The South-West coordinator
of UAD, Wale Balogun, said it
would be criminal if the south-
west region does not take on the
president on his ambition. ;

According to him, given the
historical role of the region in
Nigeria, it owes , it a duty to
spearhead the struggle as it has
always done and enjoined the
people to get ready for mass ac-
tion to stop tho realization of the
third plot and end bad govern-
ance in the country. '

He called for the immediate
and unconditional release- of
Babasola Da Silva and Olubunmi
Taiwo, members of the UAD
who were arrested in Idanre,
Ondo state, since February 10,
2006, for being in possession of
anti-third term posters and have
been in police detention at Area
10, Force CID, Abuja.

Kano councillors allege
attack by thugs

ix councillors from Karaye

local govnerment have

taken refuge in Kano for
fear of being attacked by politi-
cal thugs believed to have been
sponsored by the local govern-
ment chairman, Alhaji Bashir
Yahaya Karaye.

In a five page petition to the
Kano State House of Assembly
and the Kano State police com-
mand, the councillors accused
the chairman of hiring thugs to
attack them while in session in
the local government council
chamber.

Public hearings: Group
T Wants members released

he Coalition of Oodua

Self-Determination

Groups has asked the Ni-
gerian police to release without
further delay, all the activists
who were arrested and detained
since last week in Osogbo, Osun
state by security operatives for
allegedly protesting the just con-
cluded public hearings on the
constitution review at the venue
of the committee’s sitting.

But COSEG at a news con-
ference addressed try the Presi-
dent ofOodua Youth Movement,
Mr. Femi Obayori, in Ikeja on
Sunday, condemned the arrest of
the activists led by the convener
ofthe United Action for Democ-
racy, Mr. Abiodun Aremu, de-
scribing it as unconstitutional.

The group insisted that the
continued detention of the peo-
ple showed that constitution re-
view was a private meeting of
sycophants who are canvassing
the extension of President
Olusegun Obasanjo’s tenure be-
yond 2007.

It also described the last

week’s invasion of the Lagos
state university by security op-
eratives and the brutalisation of
students and lecturers including
Mr. Obayori, who is a lecturer in
the institution.

The group also called on the
federal government to order the
immediate release of Chief
Frederick Faseun and ChiefGani
Adams, both leaders of the
Oodua Peoples Congress; Chief
Ralph Uwazurike, Alhaji
Mujaheed Asari-Dokubo and
others.

It insisted that the federal
government’s refusal to allow the
convocation ofa Sovereign Na-
tional Conference portends great
danger for the future ofthe coun-
try.

It mourned the death ofone
ofits leaders. Dr. Beko Ransome-
Kuti, who died recently and dis-
closed plans to immortalize him
through the setting up ofa foun-
dation.

The group said the founda-
tion will assist the poor and the
less privileged who the deceased
lived and died for.

From Musa Umar Kazauare,
Regional Editor (Kano)

They stated that their ordeal
with the chairman started after
reporting him (chairman) to the
ministry oflocal governmentover
his recent embezzlement of local
government funds allocated to
the council. The removal of the
council leader whom they de-
scribed as the chairman and ac-
complice did not go down well
with the chairman.

The petition, dated 17thFeb-
ruary, 2006 continued, “when we
were conducting our normal sit-
ting ofthe council at the(council
chamber yesterday, he (chair-
man) organized a group ofhood-
lums, and upon his instructions,
they went into tljg council cham-
ber and started beating and abus-
ing us right inside the council
chamber. They destroyed the
chairs and injured some ofus.”

The petitioners representing
Karaye/Hajji, T/Kaya, Daura and
Turawa wards pleaded with the
State House of Assembly, to as a
matter of urgency, bring the per-
petrators to book as well as sub-
ject the chairman, Alhaji Bashir
Yahaya Karaye, to a thorough
investigation over funds allocated
to the local government area.
They also sought protection
from the political thugs they
claim are working for the chair-
man.

When contacted, the local
government chairman, Alhaji
Bashir Yahaya Karaye, said there
is no iota oftruth in their allega-
tions and promised to furnish
details ofhis defence on the mat-
ter later after due consultations.

He added, “When the situa-
tion was getting out of hand the
police was invited to maintain
peace in the local government
chamber. It was supporter of the
speaker from town that dis-
rupted their sitting not mine.”

—
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K ano state stakeh-
olders have kicked
against any tenure

extension for President O lus-

egun Obasanjo and other
elected political office holders.

They argued that the
move will not augur well for
democracy and the socio-
economic development ofthe
country.

The chairman ofthe stak-
eholders comprising elder
statesmen and representa-
tives of the various opinion
leaders in Kano, Alhaji Magaji
Dambatta, who addressed a
joint press conference yeste-
rday, said that tenure exten-
sion would undermine develo-
pment, progress and the
harmonious co-existence in
the pountry.

February,

28 2006

From iMustapha Isah
Kwaru. and Aliyu Saleh
Machika, Correspondents,
(Kano)

Alhaji Magaji who is also
the chairman of the Arewa
Consultative Forum Boards
of Trustees, said that the
stakeholders have no pers-
onal hatred for any person or
political office holder, but
only fighting to ensure
justice, lay a solid foundation
for development and to resist
dictatorship.

“When you are talking of
third term or extensionof
tenure for elected public
officers who came into office
on an agreed stipulated and
pre-determined formular of
two terms of four years and
for them to now come in the

Presidency: Nothing can
stop my ambition -Kalu

Abia State
Governor, Orji Uzor
Kalu. has declared
thatno amount of intimidation

T he

or threat will make him drop
his ambition to contest the
2007 presidential election.

Commenting on the
freezing of two of his bank
accounts by the Economic
and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC), at the
weekend in Lagos, Kalu told
journalist that the action was
taken by the presidency to
force him to drop his plans to
contest the 2007 presidential
elections.

According to him, one of
the frozen accounts is that of
Dr. Orji Uzor Kalu for
President Campaign
Organisation, the platform on
which he is seeking to
actualize his ambition to
contest the 2007 presidential
elections.

He vowed that no amount
of pressure or threat will
hinder him, saying he will run
against President Olusegun
Obasanjo if he eventually
goes for a third term.

Said he, “l am standing to
contest this election and |
hope the elections will be free
and fair. These people have
taken their turn and now they
wantto use our own time. We
are not going to allow it. |
have been haunted for almost
six years but this will not

From Samson Ojo,
Correspondent (Lagos)

hinder me as there is a limit to
which you can push the
people. Nigerian people are
now more determined than
ever," he stated.
Commenting on some
state governors’ blanket
support for a third term in
office for president Obasanjo,
he said that he was not
surprised because they did
not really mean it, but did so
because of intimidation from
He
expressed dismay that people
that elected as
governors could easily act
againsttheirpeople’s interest.
Asked whether he can
still realize his presidential
ambition with majority ofthe
state governors backing
President Obasanjo for a third
term, he said those governors
supporting a third term
agenda are not the Nigerian

state security agencies.

were

people, saying eventually, the
majority will still have their
way.

“My colleagues are not
the Nigerian people. The
larger majority will still have a
say. 1don’t feel discouraged
by their actions but rather, 1
feel stronger because | know
that sooner or later, they will
come back to their senses and
back my ambition to become
the president in 2007.”

Daily Trust

Kano stakeholders

term

middle ofthe game to change
the rules in order to facilitate
their continuation in office for
another tenure, might also be
their beginning of continua-
tion forever. This tactics has
happened in countries like the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, Ethiopia, Uganda
among others,” he said.
jHe expressed dismay that
some leaders turned to
dictators, terrorise people,
shun advice and thwart the
rapid development ofa nation
all under the guise of
Succeeding in power.
He insisted that Kano

stakeholders are out to halt
such ugly trends, ensure true
democratic ethics and prin-
ciples which are the principal
basis that would prove the
way for development, peace
and tranquillity among the
people.

“This struggle is for every
citizen. We fought for indep-
endence from colonial mast-
ers. We should not allow
anybody to enslave us. We
should resist and fight the
imposition of any rule that
would not favour our right to
exist in peace,” he said.

The chairman said that the
so called public hearing on
the review ofthe 1999 const-
itution was full of flaws and
uncertainties, saying Niger-
ians should rally against any
move to amend the existing
constitution just to suit the
interest of some individuals.

Swiss govt deports 25

ngerlans

wenty five Nigerians
were deported from

Switzerland on
Thursday.

The deportees, all male,

arrived the Murtala

Mohammed International
Airport, Lagos, in the evening
aboard a chartered flight.

Daily Trustlearnt that two
of the deportees had been
convicted for drug related
offences in Switzerland and
had completed theirjail terms
before their deportation.

Daily Trust also gathered
that four others were charged
for drug pushing but not
convicted.

Some of the deportees
werejob seekers who refused
to leave Switzerland when
offered free tickets to return

By ShakiratAbdulmajeed,
Correspondent (Lagos)

to Nigeria by the Swiss
government.

Our sources hinted that
the Swiss government paid
for the Emergency Travel
Certificates of the deportees
and provided 6,000 Swiss
Francs (about N800,000) to
the deportees who did not
commit crimes while those
charged with crimes received
nothing.

The source said 2,000
Swiss Francs were made
available to them in
Switzerland while the balance
would be paid to them, in |
Nigeria through the Nigeria |
Immigration Service. Women i
with expired immigration |
papers, the source said, |
collected free tickets and left |
Switzerland quietly.

Right, GovernorAhmad Mohammed Makarfi o fKaduna state, discussing with his deputy, Mr. Patrick I. Yakowa, left, and
Director-General o fPublicity, Alhaji MuktarS. Sirajo, during the visitofE U A mbassador on official visitto Kaduna state

.recently.

Pix: Sheftu K. Goro.

Third term agenda will fail -Rights activist

A reknown human
rig ts activists in

& St

Nanking Bagu u, as asse-
rted that the third term agenda
will fail, stressing that it is

evident that Nigerians do not
want a third term for President
Olusegun Obasanjo and
others

Speaking to Daily Trustin
Jos, Mr. Bagudu who is the
Director, League for Human
Rights, said it is clear that
Nigerians are tired of the
Obasanjo administration and
would ensure that any exten-

By RakivaA. Muhammad,
Correspondent (Jos)

. TT 7 7 .
sion of the tenure does not
succeed.

“The third term agenda

will not succeed. Nigerians are
determined to ensure that it
fails. It failed in 1972. It failed
in 1991 It failed during the
Abacha era.
eed now because we are not

It cannot succ-

fools. Nigerians are deter-
mined to fight for what is
right,” the human rights
activist asserted.

He said that if President

Obasanjo was not in power,
he would have been part of

the struggle against a third

Mr. Bagudu who descn-
e le Pu IC tarings as
sta8e mana8ed>noted that
many ofthose who were cla-
mounng forathird term during
the hearings, went under
organizations that do not
ex'st-

Said the activists “the
public hearings were merely
stage managed. The inform-
ation we got was thatthe con-

stitution was already prepa-
red for a third term and to

cover up, they ordered a

Pu 1C earing,
He said the public hearing

was a failure, noting that the
general view is that people are
opposed to third term,

N4r. Bagudu advised the
proponents of third term to
read the mood ofthe majority
in the country while stressing
the need for the political sta-
ge to he opened to Nigerians
who would ensure good
governance.
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Armed robbers attack
Platlnum Habib Bank, kill two

wo people were killed

and millions of naira
reportedly stolen when
armed robbers attacked Plati-
num-Habib Bank in Uyo, the
Akwa Ibom State capital in
the early hoars of Saturday.
According to a witness,
the robbers numbering over
30, came inavehicle with in-
scription ‘The Nigerian Le-
gion’ atabout 12.30 a.m and

From Edet Ekanem,
Correspondent, Uyo

shot sporadically into the air
to scare people. The opera-
tion lasted till 5.30 am
ing two persons dead.

'Asked about the amount
the bank lost in the opera-
tion, a staff of the bank Dr.
Dabo Shebby, said “l am say-
ing nothing was carted away,

, leav-

lam sorry,” and walked away.

Efforts to get comments
from the bank manager failed
as security officers of the
bank told Daily Trustthat the
manager was attending a
meeting and would not want
to comment on the matter.

It was observed that a lot
ofdamage was done to win-
dows and doors of the bank.

A security officer who
spoke on condition of ano-

nymity told Daily Trust that
two of the banks security
men were killed.

He said the two men who
were killed were those who
slept in Cross Country motor
park opposite the bank.

Mr. Koko Ekpo, a worker
with Cross Country Motors,
Abak road, Uyo, told Daily
Trust that windscreen of
Cross Country buses that

Policemen lifting away a workers car during the Workers Mass Protest at Federal Secretariat Abuja...recenlty.

\

were parked in the station
were broken by stray bullets.

He said at the end of the
operation, one of their buses
was taken away by the rob-
bers. He said a driver who
was sleeping along with oth-
ers in one ofthe bus was hit
by bullets and was rushed to
the hospital.

Others who were hit by
stray bullets are currently ly-

ing critically ill at the Life-
Camp hospital in Uyo.

The state police public
relations officer, Mr. Suur
Chafer, who spoke with Daily
Trust confirmed the robbery
but could not confirm how
much was carted. He ex-
pressed hope that the robbers
would be arrested as investi-
gations have already begun
in earnest.

Pix: Felix Onigbinde
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Suspected students o f University ofBenin arrested over allegations o finvolvement in examination malpractices...recently.

Pix: Shehu Abubakar

M an bags IO years
for terrorism

T he federal high court,
Kaduna, yesterday
sentenced a 31-year-

old man to 10 years impris-

onment for terrorism. There
is no option ofa fine.

Joshua'Makairah, accord-
ing to the prosecution, went
to Agip flow station at
Tebidasa, Bayelsa state
along with five others armed
and dressed in military uni-
form with the intention of
coercing the company to
sign an agreementto provide
social amenities for the com-
munity.

“They intended to attack
the flow station to take the
management staff hostage
and force them to sign an
agreement to provide social
amenities for their people.
“The Nigerian Navy got-wind
ofthe planned attack and laid
an ambush for them during
which four of the assailants
were killed.

M akairah and another as-
sailant who is still at large es:
caped. Makairah was how-
ever arrested when he came
back later to the flow station
to carry out surveillance ac-
tivities.”

The trial which com -
menced in 2004 was brought
to conclusion last Friday
when Makaivah was found
guilty and convicted of ter-
rorism acts. While delivering
judgement yesterday, Justice

From Abdulraheem Aodu,
Correspondent Kaduna

Abdullahi Liman said the ac-
cusedshowednoremorsefar
his dastardly act throughout
the trial as he continued to
claim innocence.

“The accused has contin-

ued to claim innocence ofthe
offence even in the face of
clear evidences to the con-
trary.

This shows that he is not
remorseful of his dastardly
acts. Such acts ofterrorism if
condoned, could destroy the

very foundation ofthe nation.
Thus, we have to send sig-
nals to the others that there
is no room for people with
terrorist tendencies in this
country. Justice Liman there-
fore sentenced the accused
to 10 years.

Cornershop demolition:
Defence challenges
competence of plaintiff

earing continued

yesterday at an

Abuja High Court
between Mr Paul Eguma and
four others and the minister
ofthe FET, Mallam Nasir el-
Rufia, in which the defendant
ischallenging the capacity of
the plaintiffto drag the min-
ister to court.

Defense counsel Mr. F. C.
Obiamalu was responding to
an earlier application made by
the plaintiffclaiming that he
was attacking the writofsum-
mons and statementofclaims
made by the plaintiffinamo-
tion.

He said he was challeng-
ing the capacity ofthe plain-
tiffto bring the matter before
the court because itisincom-
petent and has no locus
standi.

By Benjamin Auta, Reporter

Earlier, the counsel to the
plaintiff, M r Isaac Okpanachi,
had told the court that he re-
ceived a notice ofpreliminary
objection to an earlier motion
raised by the defendant late
on Friday February 24,2006.

He said the preliminary
objection, which he was see-
ing for the first time, was at-
tacking the writofsummons
and statements made by the
plaintiffin an earlier motion.

However, Justice Sidi
Bage, who adjourned the
matter to March 2,2006, said
he would entertain the notice
ofpreliminary objection made
by the plaintiff.

Meanwhile, in a sworn
affidavit made available to
Daily Trust, the plaintiff is

asking the court for a decla-
ration that the defendant al-
located shops to them to pos-
sess and use without limit,
declaring that the demolition
of their shops when none of
them breached the conditions
of grant was unlawful and
therefore null and void.

The plaintiff added that
the sum of N175m being the
total value of the shops de-
molished by the defendant be
refunded them and a per-
petCral injunction restraining
the defendants, by himself
his servants, agents and priv-
ies, from erecting any struc-
ture on the Wuse Zone 4
nieghbourhood centre piece
ofland. The costofthe insti-
tuted suit totals N500,000,00
among others.

| 1rvii-
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Two robbers shot
dead in Lagos

e police in Lagos last
Tuesday shot dead
two armed robbery
suspects who were believed
to be part of a gang of nine
that attacked a commercial
bus in Iponrin area of Lagos
and robbed them of money
and valuables.

The robbers operating in
an unmarked Volkswagen
bus, held passengers hos-
tage at gun point on Iponri
bridge at about 10.30pm and
robbed them oftheirbelong-
ings.

They however ran out of
luck when a police patrol team
arrived the scene. The police-
men were attracted to the
scene by the screams and
shouts of the passengers.On
sighting the police, the sus-
pects tried to escape butwere
pursued by the police.

Daily Trust learnt that the
hoodlums abandoned the
vehicle at a stage, but two
were shotand Vi))eAand Jwi>

arrested while one escaped.

The Lagos state police
spokesman, Mr Olubode
Ojajuni, confirmed the inci-
dent to Daily Trust.

He said the policemen
mwere ab\e to recover the sto-

From Bola Ojuola

Correspondent, Lagos
len items from the robbers.

In another development,
the police announced the re-
covery' of a driver’s corpse
from his girl’s friend’s room
in Festac town. The lover girl
has long been arrested by the
police. Daily Trust sources
said the"deceased was found
in a pool of blood with
matchet cuts on his head on
Tuesday morning.

Elizabeth, the deceased
girlfriend is now being de-
tained at the State Criminal
Investigation Department
(SCID) Panti street Yaba, in
connection with the death.

Sunday Ehindero, 1G ofPolice

POLICE COMMISSIONERS TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Abia State
Adamawa State
Akwa lbom State
Anambra State
Bauchi State -
Bayelsa State
Benue State
Borno State
Cross River State
Delta State

11, Ebonyi State
12.  Edo State

13, Ekiti State

14, Enugu State

15.  Gombe State
16.  Imo State

17.  Jigawa State
18. Kaduna State
19. Ka no State

20. Katsina State
21.  Kebbi State

22. Kog i State

088-222868, 088-220073
075-674012, 624012
085-200008, 201711
048-550022

077-6542621
089-490060, 490132
044-532962, 044-553015
076-232915, 232043 <
087-231101, 230663
956-281485, 280441<
043-25134, 20325
052-253798, 253520
030-250000, 250709
042-250335, 042-256257
072-223135,221158 *
083-233343, 083-2307113
064-721138, 721128
‘062-249762, 062-245653
064-645862, 646469
065-431703, 430914
068-321585, 320254
058-220999, 250709

23.  Kwara State 031-221612

24, Lagos State 01-4960200, 4962157
25. Nasarawa State 047-221349

26. Niger State 066-221496, 066-221903
27.  Ogun State 039-241500, 243117

28. Ondo State 034-240109

29. Osun State 035-243363, 240330

30. Oyo State 02-2412824, 2412322
31. Plateau State 073-457969, 073-451968
32. Rivers State 084-23347, 23647U

33. Sokoto State 060-232896, 2335375 080-34228561
34. Ta raba State 079-222550, 22-3124'

35. Yobe State 076-522141, 522145

36. Zamfara State 063-202603

37. FCT Abuja 09-2341800
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eader of the Oodua

Peoples Congress
L (OPC), Dr Fredrick
Fasheun, yesterday filed a
suit before the Court of
Appeal for bail on health
grounds, saying presently
he is battling with a heart
problem capable of killing
him.

Chief G. O. K. Ajayi
(SAN), told athree-member
panel of the court that the
condition of his client is
seriously deteriorating.

Two other detained
leaders ofthe OPC, Messrs
Ajayi Edward Olushola and
Mudashiru Adeniji, aligned
themselves with Fasheun’s
application with the hope of
securing bail.

Fasheun who is being
detained at the Kuje prisons
the

ljurisdiction ofthe appellate

invoked original
court for its ilntervention,
notwithstanding the fact
Ithat he,
others, had filed an appeali

alongside five

| before the court to reversejl

the decision (if the federal
high court, Abuja, which
jdenied theiyi bail.

But the federal
government gbjected to his
requesC~saying that Dr
| Fasheun had agreed to a
bail for the

purpose of attending to his

conditional

health problems.«

The prosecution stated
that there Was no urgent
reason for him to travel out
of the country as he failed
to present any convincing
medical report to make the
court of appeal exercise its
discretion in his favour.

The federal government
also said that the application
court

is an abuse of

processes, saying they hadJ

earlier brought a similar
application before the high
court;for bail and and are
now (foing same before the
appellate court.

The
consequently urged the

prosecution

court to strike out the
motion especially when it
had dpened its case against
therrj.
Mﬁanwhile, Primate

Solomon Aluko visited the

Ruby Rabin Senior
Reporter
OPC leaders in detention at
the weekend and advised

them to be submissive to

Daily Trust

constituted; authourities.
He cited the Book of

Romans, Chapter 13(1-14)

to support his argument.
Dr Fasheun and the five

‘'mmH |

others were a'rraigned on

December 1, 2005 by the j
federal government before j
a federal high court, Abuja,;

on a four-count charge oft

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

OPCleackr appealscetentiononhealthgrounds

treason and illegal

possession of firearms,
Other members of thd
association arraigned with

Dr Fasheun, arc Gam

Adams, Ajayi Edward
Olushola (30), Alhaji
Oyinlola*Awe(52), Chief
W ahab'rsiaka (52) and
Alhaji Mudashiru Adeniji.

Suspectedfake dollar bills confiscatedfro”t alleged money doublers by detectivesfront Ed<) State police command... recently

nydne* convicted
for Manslaughter in
'‘Baluchi state is to
pa>| the sumj of N8 million
as compensation to the
family of the deceased, the
Sharia

Bauchi state

commission ha” ruled.

Also, the Commission
said that anybody
convicted for stealing

anything worth more than

T

From Tashikalmah Hallah.
Correspondent Bauchi
N2,164. wc uld have his\her
arm amputated, while a
bachelor seeking the Hands
of lady in marriage would
pay the sufrr of N2,164 as

ddwry.

Alhaji Mohammed Tata, a
commissioner in charge of
Zakkat and Endowment,
told Daily Trust in an

interview Thursday, thatthe 1 deliberately”.

new fees were part of the 1

Commission’s policy for
the new Islamic calendar
1427 AD.

According to him, Vyou
first of all look at the
sanctity of life. We <:lon’t
hope that somebody Would
his\her life

lose under

whatever circumstances.
But for murder, you know
the penalty, it is punishable
by death. This one, there is
no compensation because

you committed the offence

“However, for mansla-
ughter, you committed the
offence unintentionally, so
it is here that you will pay
the sum of N8.653,575.00
to the family of the
deceased. And after the
payment you’re expected
to go on two months
continuous fasting to atone
for your sins”.

Alhaji Tata said that the
families of the convict
would be forced to pay the

compensation in the event

that the convict failed to pay
and when both fail, the
government would be asked
to pay.

“There are many ways of
doing it. Ifthe convict can’t
raise the amount, then the
immediate family would be
asked to pay. And ifthis one
fails, then the society where
he lives would be asked to
contribute'. Again, if the
money is not complete, his

emirate or the government

pays”. -



Ohinoyi and chieftaincy reforms in Kogi

‘fii his ?7th year birthday
1 address published in the

Sun newspaper of
February 10, 2006. the
Ohinoyi of Ebira land said
inter aiiu  "The deputy
governor introduced the Ohi
traditional title to supersede
all the chieftaincy titles in
Fbira land. The title is alien
to Ebira culture and therefore
unacceptable. The deputy
governor's action has
sparked off communal crises
in the area, which resulted in

the loss of lives and
properties in Ihima. This Ohi
title introduced cannot

succeed; it is going to cause
crises. How can we call
somebody Ohi? Ohi of what?
What is the origin of Ohi?
This is an insult and those
who have been appointed to
promot”it... but ifthey don’t

p this, our ancestors will

%ngry with them-... 1 will
not take it lightly.”

The heart and soul of the
above birthday message
from the Ohinoyi of Ebira
land can aptly be described
as a deliberate invitation to
anarchy. strife and
lawlessness to the domain of
an Ohinoyi who is finding it
difficult to come to terms with
the burning reality that the
stool of Ohinoyi of Ebira land
is based on rotational
principle. Alhaji Ado
Ibrahim’s dream with regards
to the ascension to the
throne of Ebira land has the
potentiality of blowing up

NPC heads for another questionable

y first contact with
census activities is
dated back to the
1991 census  when I
participated as an
enumerator'in the former
Plateau State.

Since then, by destiny or
professional calling, census
has become a part of my life,
and Census 2006. will surely
not be an exception.

Consequently, when the
National Population
Commission, NPC
announced vacancies for its
ad hoc staff for the coming
head-count, | was so
optimistic that Isaid | needed
not know anybody, as | have
all that it takes to be a
facilitator during the exercise.

First of all, | participated
as an enumerator in 1991.
Two, I’'m a graduate of Mass
Communications practising
journalism with an
international broadcasting
organisation covering NPC
as Census Editor; a part-time
lecturer with a federal
polytechnic and | would be
on my annual leave by March
when the census is expected
to hold.

By these, | thought it wise
and patriotic to participate in
the exercise to ensure
accurate and reliable 2006
head-count. To my surprise,
my name was conspicuously
missing in the names of those

M

By Y.J. ltopa

the entire place. Ohinoyi’s
plan is to abdicate the throne
at a ripe age to pave way for
his son, Abdulmalik Ado
Ibrahim, who he now refers
to as the crown prince. With
the establishment of Ohi
system, he fears that his
dream of planting the tree of
aristocracy, feudalism and
dynasty in Ebira land would
die and die forever. Ebira is
not royalty or dynasty-
phobia, because Ebira
people were never a
conquered race. Every
person in Ebira land is a
potential king. When the
white man came, he already
met a perfect system. Every
clan is equal to the other. No
clan is dependent on the
eother. The affairs of each clan
were being conducted by the
clan head whose authority
started and ended with his
clan.

Now, for ease of
administration, the colonial
masters decided to create a
central chief that would be
charged with the
responsibility of overseeing
the affairs ofthe whole place.
So, in 1917, the colonial
masters appointed the late
Ibrahim Onoruoiza as the
paramount chief of Ebira
land. He was called chief of
Ebira tribe.

In our language (Ebira), the
equivalent of Chief of Ebira
is Ohinoyi. You will notice

ByAhmed MohammedO.

picked for the ad hoc jobs.

As my finger went up and
down the list, | felt sorry for
the commission, wondering
why people like me
nationwide should be left out
instead of the less
experienced people that were
picked by the commission to
conduct Census 2006 in our
place.

First of all, I count myself
qualified for the job and need
not lobby, but to my
amazement, | was told by the
FCT director of the
commission that | never
cared to intimate them of my
intentions. And as such, the

commission dropped my
name.
Other senior officers

contacted also claimed that
heir nominees’ names were
also -dropped at  the
headquarters by some
powerful officers, which is
really confusing and
embarrassing to the FCT
commission.

The whole issue is not
after the competence of the
said staff employed, but of
who is close to the powers
that be. Imagine staffs that
were employed based on
ethnic affiliation and on the
god-fathers  they have
performing this national duty
after successive head-

.made

here that with the creation of
this central stool, Ohinoyi of
Ebira. the clan heads were still
performing their role
unhampered. In fact, theirjob
was easier now. Their role
complemented that of the
parambunt chief’s statutory
derivative, which did not,
clash with the cultural role of
a clan head. Because of his
ambition to establish a
dynasty in Ebira. Ohinoyi has
been misinforming the public
that Ohiship is alien to Ebira
culture. This is far from being
true. He is only saying this
to incite the people agairfst
the government. Ohi is only
lower in rank to Ohinoyi. Dr
Ado Ibrahim is seeing
Ohiship or Adaship as the axe
that would fell his tree of
feudalism or dynasty. That is
why he is calling it all sorts
of names, building alliances
in each district to keep
unleashing mayhem on the
land all in a bid to intimidate
the government to abandon
the project. Every Ebira man
is used to these antics of his.
It was in his desperation that
he ignited the crisis we are
still managing in lhima till
today. This is true because
he has said severally that the
creation of Ohiship stool
would ca'use crisis. Ifa witch
cries today and a child dies
tomorrow, your guess is as
good as mine as to who killed
the child.

In his futile effort to fight
the reform exercise, Ohinoyi

counts ended up with
imagined figures for Nigeria.

My worry is, if the NPC
wants to have a credible
census, the list of ad hoc
staff employed for the
exercise must be revisited as
| consider it unfair if a fresh
graduate doing his/her
National Youth Service is
considered more suitable for
the job than the people with
the - aforementioned
experiences nationwide.
There is still time for
amendment before the
training ofthe staffearly next
month.

In the course of my
dealings with the officials of
the commission, they claim
to know so much without
giving room for advice,
criticisms and counselling as
they believe in too much ‘talk’
rather than doing the right
things at the right time.

In one of the workshops
where questionnaires were
discussed between the top
officials of the commission
and the Census Editors in
Ibadan, all the suggestions
by pressmen were
ignored as the national
chairman went on praising
himself rather than accepting
faults and making
adjustments. During one of
my attempts to get an
interview with the federal
commissioner’in charge of

said Ohi is alien to Ebira
culture. He even said Ohi
means nothing. But we all
know that Ohi when
translated in English means
headship. It connotes
supervisor, leader. It could
mean captain. The word Ada
carries the same sense as
Ohi. Ada means father in Ebira
dialect. Let us look at the title
Ohinoyi which Ado Ibrahim
is bearing today. Ohi as prefix
here means head.. Then the
suffix inoyi means multitude
of people. When Ohi.and
inoyi are joined, they become
Ohinoyi, which means head
of the multitude of people.
The reader should note that
the “I” in inoyi is silent in
Ohinoyi; this is just for ease
of pronunciation. If today we
say the title of Ebira
paramount chief is Adinoyi,
Ebira people will still accept
it because it connotes the
same meaning as Ohinoyi.
Adinoyi means father of
multitude. Ohi or Ada
connotes a paterfamilias or a
patriarch from whom the
people draw inspiration,
hope and succour. The word
conveys something like
quintessence of the soul of a
people or their community; a
sort of oases from which the
people - the rich and the poor
- derive their charm, and their
strength especially in a
situation of drabness. Ohi or
Ada could mean a pillar; sort
of central pillar to which the
roofofacommunity is glued.

the FCT on the level of
preparedness, especially on
the satellite image-mapping
exercise, the officials feigned
indisposition of the
commissioner as an excuse to
dissuade me from knowing
the truth by creating
unnecessary bureaucracy.

All these actions don’t
augur well for a reliable and
accurate census to come by
in a country desperately in
need of correct population
figures for appropriate
planning.

One area | tend to disagree
with the commission is the
mode of public
enlightenments. As far as |
am concerned, they don’t
imbibe the culture of
creativity as they still use the
old-fashioned way of
blocking religious arenas on
Sundays by the
‘commission’s officials to
send out census messages.
To me, itwas not only archaic
but madcPening, especially
with the uneasy calm in
Nigeria these days.

Even those in charge of
advertising and media are not
left out, as they selectively
enter into agreement with
only those willing to share the
fallout of advertising
royalties not minding the
number of listeners or
viewers to be reached

This is the philosophy that
informed the quest by the
generality of Ebira people
that given the rot,
humiliation, desolation and
misery that stared the once
formidable Ebira nation in the
face, there is the need for the
establishment of' a
paramount ruler in each of
the five royal districts of the
land, so that Ebira can rise
again. It is a pity that the
Ohinoyi is standing in the
way of the spring that will
end the drought that has
long drained Ebira land of its
sap of dignity. It is indeed
unfortunate.

For an average Ebira man,
what is rather alien to Ebira
culture are titles such as
Attah Il of Ebira land;
Sodangi of Ebira land;
Makama of Ebira "land;
Sadauna of Ebira land,;
Mejindadi; Turaki, et cetera.
These outlandish titles have
no origin in Ebira culture. Yet
Ohinoyi is churning out
these strange titles and
selling them to people who
enjoy being enslaved. Ebira
people should be watchful.
For us in this part of the
country, this phobia for alien
titles being encouraged by
the Ohinoyi should be
discouraged.

The Ohinoyi, Alhaji Ado
Ibrahim, got it wrong when
he said our ancestors would
not be happy with those
illustrious Ebira sons and
daughters making patriotic

through the said medium.

Again, m media men
attached to the commission
are carried to their
functionaries not only at the
discretion of the
commission’s officials, but
others are treated with great
differences thereby leaving
room for suspicion.

During a stakeholders’
workshop on locality
identification and verification
in the FCT, the workshop
never achieved its aims, as
journalists who attended the
workshop observed that the
three hours of ‘talk the talk’
(sorry, Mtel) by the
commission’s officials never
simmered in the minds of the
stakeholders before the. said
fohim ended.

Participants were never
given room to identify their
localities or see whether they
were correctly demarcated;
and if not, given room to
complain for the omission.

If such attitude of the
commission continues, then
we are heading for another
questionable census that will
not only produce inaccurate
census figures, but wrong
tools for national planning.

In this modern age, when
Nigeria’s quest to reposition
herself in the community of
nations, especially with the
much-talked about reforms, it
will be a disgrace to come out

efforts to fight for the
crdation of more paramount
chiefs in Ebira land to usher
in peace, harmony and
dignity. We believe that our'
ancestors and the gods are
sad because Ebira people
have refused to rise to the'
challenges of the time. There:
are pestilence, horror and
wretchedness in the land
today because Ebira people;
are watching helplessly as;
the modem Oedjpus is sitting
on usurped throne. He is!
sitting on the throne he has:
desecrated with various!
crises he had and is still!
causing in the land, which:
have always resulted in the!
killing of many of his!
kinsmen.

There is a Cain that hasi
shed the blood of a thousand
Abels. The blood of these
Abels has cried unto God!
from the ground. A taboo has
been allowed in the land. The
gods no longer could brook
the growing turbulence of an
Oedipus in the land. Over
ninety per cent of Ebira crises!
today is traceable to clannish!
or chieftaincy struggle. If the
establishment of Ohi system
will bring laughter back to the
people, we should all
encourage it. God’s!
blessings can only await the
apostle of the creation of the)
new first-class stools in the!
districts of Ebira land.

Comrade Y. J. Itopa is the
chiefpress secretary to the\
deputy governor.

CeNSUS

with an unacceptable census
as a result of self-destruction
by the commission.

Come to think of the large
sum of money coupled with
the human and material
resources invested by the
European Union for this
exercise; it will be a disgrace
if at the end of the day, a
desired result is not achieved
by the commission.

It will not iSnly make
foreign donor agencies
sceptical of Nigeria’s

projects in the nearest future,
but the desire to get things
right through the
introduction of SERVICOM
will be a mirage.

Nigerians, children unborn
and posterity will not only
hold the “commission’s
officials responsible for
these foreseen failures, but
their names will be written in
the black books of record.

The earlier the commission
retraced its steps and forge
ahead with a resolution to
have an accurate and reliable
census through the use of
efficient ad hoc staff and
committal NPC officials, the
better the story of Nigeria’s
unsuccessful census will

*avoid being written without
.their names boldly written for
history to judge.

Ahmed Mohammed O.,
Kukwaha Street, Kubwa,
FCT, Ahuja.
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WE ARE PROUD OF YOUR CHOICE
By
Nassarawa State University, KdtL
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Honorary Doctorate Degree in Law
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You remain a pride to the people of Kchbi State
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YOUR LETTERS

Appraising ABUTH CMD

it the'tommissioning
the Ahmadu Bello
niversity Teaching

ospital permanent
situated at Shika in Zaria,
ABUTH prior to its

commissioning by the present
administration is now wearing a
new look, be$tting the status of
a teaching® hospital of
international repute, so as to
bring quality healthcare services
closer to the people. The D-day
wfes 111" of November 2005.

In fact, a new dawn in the
healthcare management section
ofthe North has been achieved.
This silent revolution would not
have been possible Vithout a
dynamic, courageous, sincere
and patriotic, leadership.
Professor Aguye whom God
Almighty has chosen to lead this
revolution is a prince from
Koton-Karfe.

To achieve this feat,
immediately after his
appointment as the new Chief
Medical Director of the ultra-
modern hospital, he ushered
into the management a style of
leadership which has visible
signs of continuous orientation
and a total breakaway from
personal aggrandisement into
leadership by example. There
has been no denying the fact
that this administration has
recorded ~  remarkable
achievements despite the little
resources made available to it.

After years o fwaiting in vein,
the Ahmadu Bello University
Hospital has now become a
reality. With its ultra-modern
equipment and other facilities,
itcan now be compared with any
modem hospital in Africa and
the world at large. The problem
of water scarcity, which had
been on and off in the hospital
before the commissioning, is
now being tackled systemically
| with the assistance of the state
j government, which directed the
j state Water Board to add more
[ pumping to ABUTH and also

with the replacement of broken
pipes, drilling of more
boreholes, extension vis-a-vis
soditk plastic water tanks/
reservoirs at strategic places in
the hospital by ABUTH
management.

Since electricity plays an

important role in the socio-
economic development of any
society, the ABUTH
management ensures a steady
power supply through the
30.5KVA Power Holding
Company (PHC) sub-station
directly opposite ABUTH and

also a brand new generating set
is always on standby in case of
power failure and with adequate
gas supply.

Staff welfare has been
addressed properly put in order
to move forward.

| urge the management - staff

and everyone concerned - to give
the CMD maximum support
and cooperation so that the
facilities and services rendered
in the hospital can be
maintained.

Lastly, | wish the chief
medical director who is the

father of this silent revolution
more grease to his elbows. I also
wish nim long life, prosperity
and continuous service to ABU
Teaching Hospital, Zaria,
Nigeria and humanity at large.

Shuaibu Abdullahi
Galadima, No. .64/65, Sokoto
Road, Samaru, Zaria.

Still on brothers’fight over chieftaincy in Kogi

attention has been
rawn to the news
port on the recent
ima crisis by one
Abubakar, a reporter with the
Weekly Trust newspaper in its
edition of February 11-17,
2006. | was dismayed by the
alarming level of distortions,
misinformation and outright
falsehood in the report. As an
indigene of the area who was
directly affected and deeply
touched by the sad and
unfortunate incident and who
knows the truth of the matter
after thonuigh investigation, |
regard the report as repulsive
and hereby wish to set the
record straight and put all the
issues connected to the gory
incident in their proper
perspectives for the necessary
action by the state government
aimed at nipping it in the bud.
First and foremost, the crisis
which later snowballed into a
horrendous fratricidal war with
heavy human casualties started
during the last OKkehi
masquerades festival; an annual
festival which features various
night masquerades from the
clans in Ihima. The visitors who
came from the neighbouring
areas in Ebira land were
prevented from passing through
the normal route to a shrine by
the Ohianwa youths. A peace-
loving and easy-going man from
Emani Clan who came out to
make peace by directing the
visitors to a different route in
order to ensure peaceful and

hitch-free celebration of the
festival was attacked by the
murderous Ohianwa youths and

SheHater died in the hospital. A

retaliatory attack was made by
Emani youths against the actual
Ohianwa youth that killed the
Emani man who was out to make
peace. The retaliatory attack led
to the destruction of personal
belongings of both parties.

While spirited and conscious
efforts were being made to settle
the problem so that peace could
reign, agroup of Ohianwa youths
went to attack on one Mallam
Idris ljiji, a prominent Emani
trader in Oboroke market and
asked him to surrender his goods
to them. He refused and he was
shot by the youths. On noticing
that their gunshot had no effect
on him, they used machete on
him and gave him deep cuts all
over his body. The retaliatory
attack from Emani youths led to
massive destruction of property,
burning of houses and human
casualties on both sides.

The third phase of the
untoward incident occurred
immediately after acongregation
prayer at Oboroke when the
same group of Ohianwa youths
took sadistic delight in unleashing
mayhem on people, this later
extended to the evening of that
day.

Ifthe reason for the crisis was
the struggle “over who becomes
the first-class chief (Adihima) of
Ihima” as the reporter claimed,
why is it that only two clans out
of the six clans that make up

lhima are mentioned in
connection with the exalted
stool? What'about the remaining
four clans who also have
legitimate claims to the stool if
created?

There was no picture of any
ofthe burnt houses to show that
the reporter was at lhima for
proper, thorough and in-depth
investigation and accurate
collation of the facts of the
matter as demanded by the
ethics of journalism before

rushing to write his spurious
report.

It was after a Commission of*
Enquiry was set up by the Kogi
State government to look into
the immediate and remote cause
of the crisis that the issue of

chieftaincy  tussle was
introduced in it.
In conclusion, | wish to

appeal to the state government
to exercise considerable caution
in resolving the crisis. The
government should look beyond

all the information made
available to it by those in
government who are from lhima
district before taking decisions
on the crisis.

More so, the government of
Kogi State led by Alhaji Ibrahim
Idris should not allow itself to
be distracted from the laudable
developmental programmes
mapped out to benefit the entire
people of the State.

Ibrahim Jimoh, ex-
president, Thima Social Club.

Hon. Sha’aban and Kaduna governorship race

llow me a space in your
zs Jewspaper to comment

in why Honourable
Mohammed Sani Shaaban will
be the best gubernatorial
candidate for Kaduna State in
2007.

Kaduna State is no doubt
lucky to have man with the
vision, mission and foresight of
the current member representing
Sabon- Gari Federal
Constituency in the House of
Representatives.

It is a fact that Nigerian
politicians do not stand by their
promises out of greed and
ingratitude. But Honourable
Sha’aban is not such apolitician.
Kaduna State people will be
relieved to see Honourable
Sha’aban preside over our many
problems with his maturity and
sincerity in 2007.

Sha’aban has assisted a lot of
the downtrodden in the state
and that is why the masses

always troop to his house
whenever he comes to town.
They also troop to his house
and Assembly chambers in
Abuja for one favour or another.

Whatever the misgivings
people might have about him,
Sha’aban is humble and
generous. In addition, he has
what it takes to make Kaduna
great. What we need right now
is the support and
encouragement of the people of
Kaduna State for the gentleman
to become the governor of the
state.

Not only will he transform

the state economically and
socially, he will also restore
people s hope and confidence in
government in the areas of
prudent management of
resources and policies like
cemployment-generation,
affordable food production,
qualitative education, vibrant
healthcare system, affordable
houses and good roads.

| am, therefore, advising the
people of Kaduna State to
persuade Honourable
Mohammed Sani ShaZban to
join the governorship race in
2007.

Joshua Kaza, 1Ingwar Kaje,
Kafanchan, Kaduna State.

Reactions to articles published in
this paper may be directed to the
editor via the email address:
editor@dailytrust. com
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“Your Excellency, you*are and
remain $ great inspiration to me,
the people of Bimin Keb£i Local

Government and marfv other
progressive people o£Kebbi State

We rejoice with you on the
> occasion of the Award of
Honorary Doctorate Degree in
Law (LLB Honoris Causa)
By /
Nassarawa State University, Keffi.
On Saturday, February 18th, 2006.

We remain committed to your
principles of Accountability,
Action and Results.
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ecufive Governor* Kebbi State.
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Cartoon Killings, Incompetentleadership

What has happened in
)Onitsha and other places as
reprisals is an evidence of
failure ofgovernment. One
should therefore urge
government not to allow the
presentpreoccupation o fpolitics
\0f2007 todistractitfromfacing
adequately the crisis now
iengulfing the nation. "

- Rev. Fr. George Ehusani

Sec. Gen., Catholic
Secretariat of Nigeria

s you read this, the

neophyte whose fertile

imagination resulted in
the cartoons that triggered
jprotests and violent riots across
the globe is probably nursing an
oversized glass of beer in a
Danish pub - about the only
thing Denmark is known for
beside cheese and butter,
iAssured in the fallacy and
hypocrisy of W estern
|interpretations of democracy
|and freedom of expression, he
would be totally oblivious of
:the mayhem and carnage his
sindiscretion caused in most of
;the Middle East and Nigeria in
particular, where close to a
hundred innocent souls perished
in riots linked to the
jirresponsible c’irtoons. Even as
11 write, r\ews reached me that
Ithe senseless killings had spread
jto Lokoja, that most
[cosmopolitan o f Nigerian cities
since the days of Lord Lugard.
jWith the third term charade the
ionly business in town, the signs
jare that it could spread even
| further in the coming days unless
God touches the heart of the
[jokers in Aso Rock who also
|claim to be our leaders.

My grouse this morning is
tharit wasn't as if the riots, and
the subsequent killings that
|followed, occurred in a vacuum.
[From the moment the first
jprotests hit London, the Middle
jEast, Pakistan and most o fAsia,
dyou just knew that they could
occurinAfricatoo. Nigeria, with
jits sizeable Muslim population,
;is not an Island to itself either
and any responsible leader or
government should have known
;that it was just a matter of time
Hefore the protests reached these
shores. That the protests spread
to Kano, therefore, did not
surprise me in the slightest; the
only surprise was that they were
actually peaceful, given the fact
that they could very easily have
been hijacked by idlers and
street urchins. Still, the mere fact
*hat the protests took place
should have alerted authorities
to the possibility that they were
likely to have a contagious
effect on Muslims in other
Nigerian cities offended by the
same cartoons. Like in Kano, the
chances that criminals could
hijack their protests were
equally very real.

In a nation with only one
jCommander-in-Chief, the
president is the principal
recipient and cu.stodian of a
{sizeable chunk o fthe intelligence
Ifrom the massive Nigerian
jsecurity apparatus. Therefore,
junless the president accepts that
;the men and women he placed
jincharge o fsuch agencies should
not be there in the first place, he
cannot feign ignorance of the
/planned protests at other
locations outside Kano. But
iunfortunately, these days, it
seems the president is only
[preoccupied in intelligence on
ihis political opponents. If it
were not so, they would have
taken appropriate precautionary
measures to ensure that the
protests did not spiral out of

control like 1warned last week.
Regrettably, even afterviolence
erupted in Maiduguri, the
government betrayed criminal
incompetence, and a pathetic

inability to forestall the
reprisals that occurred in the
East, or the predictable

escalation of the mayhem in
cities such as Kontagora,
Potiskum and Lokoja. The
guestion now remains: where
and when will the killings end?

Like the previous orgies of
mass slaughter of innocent
Nigerians under the watch ot
this president, it is the ordinary,
hard-working folk who bore the
brunt ofthe scourge once again.
Most were simply caught in
transit at either Onitsha or
Lokoja in pursuit of their
legitimate livelihoods. Given the
alarming rate of poverty and
destitution in the land, others
simply lacked the wherewithal
to escape and were caught like
fish ina barrel. What do you tell
parents who laboured to train
their children through university
only to have life snuffed out of
them in an avoidable riot while
on national youth service ? How
do we console families who lost
their"sole breadwinners the same
gruesome way, or children
suddenly orphaned because our
passivity enabled an
incompetent chicken fanner to
rig his way back to office in
2003? For; after all is said and
done, the victims lost their lives
because those in position of
authority, from the president
and his security chiefs down to
the governors in the affected
areas, took a bizarre, French
leave when their decisive actions
were required most.

Indeed, since the return of
democracy in 1999, Nigerians
have never had it so bad in terms
ofsecurity. You may call Abacha
different names, but at least our
highways and cities were safer
during his time. That was to
change soon after Obasanjo took
over, however. The OPC, which
restricted its activities to the
usual irritating noises about
Yoruba supremacy, suddenly
unleashed an orgy of violence
on other ethnic groups in the
south-west beginning from
Sagamu. As could be expected,
there were reprisals in Kano and
other places and the nation has
never known peace since then.
But the greater tragedy is that
throughout the crises, the
president in characteristic
fashion, pussyfooted and hid
behind the facade of democracy
even as blood flowed freely in
the streets. And yet, while

dissent and freedom of
expression are essential
ingrediants of any true

democracy, they can neverbe a
licence for arson or murder.
For the last several months,
it is the same incompetent
president that proponents of
the costly cocktail of reforms
he introduced wantto ram down
our throats come*2007. And
because ofthe prominence given
the third term agenda, an
obvious paralysisofgovernment
has occurred. The bloodletting
and general insecurity in the
land have not been accorded the
priority they deserve. These
days, even government officials
with mere certificates from the
Harvard Business School want
us to believe they are geniuses
ateconomic management. They
literally walk on air, and
constitute the president’s
kitchen cabinet. They deepen
our enslavement to Western

capital and resources at every
turn, and because they are
hypnotised by economic
theories of the IMF and the
World Bank, they demand that
we open our borders for the
inflow of all types of
manufactured foreign goods,
while also cutting down
drastically on the domestic
workforce.

With a one-dimensional
economy such as ours, even an
elementary student of
economics should be wise to the
likely outcome of such
foolishness. The Chinese after
all tailored theirown reforms to
suit their own peculiarities, and
are reaping immense benefits
Irom their wisdom presently.
Our reformers accept anvthing
thrown at them as the gospel
truth. They discarded Abacha’s
Vision 2010 report, which even
his enemies admitted was a fine
blue print for the nation’s
quantum leap from the ravages
of underdevelopment. They
came up with the contraption
mcalled NEEDS, whose sole
purpose it seems is to hand over
our inheritance, and much ofour

sovereignty to the neo-
colonialist interests they
represent.

They promised three million
jobs in the interim, but only last
week sanctioned the sacking of
nearly the entire civil service!
In a nation where most industries
have either closed or are
functioning at well below full
capacity, the situation is almost
like a death sentence for workers
generally. Worse still, there is no
well-structured social security
system for them to fall back on.
Social infrastructure remains at
primitive levels generally, and
don’t even mention healthcare
delivery! Even with oil selling
at over 60 dollars per barrel for
successive years, the economic
team still can’t find a way to
end the hell that has become the
lot of Nigerians since 1999.
They fail to see the direct
correlation between the high
unemployment rate and
escalating crime nationwide.
And yet, central to their reforms
agenda is the inflow of foreign
investments. But even a grocery
attendant should know that to
attract the massive investments
they crave, they first must
guarantee an enabling
environment as a rule.

We needed peace and good
governance, but Nigeria as we
have seen in the past several
days is a far cry from achieving
that presently. As things stand
today, Nigerians have become so
decidedly impoverished under
Obasanjo to the extent that their
tolerance level is now sub-
zeroed. It is within that context
that the regrettable killings must
be viewed. Let the word go forth
that the unfortunate slaughter of
innocents has little to do with
religion, but much to do with
hunger and monumental failure
ofgovernance at different levels
but especially at the very top.
Obasanjo must be denied the
opportunity to utilise the crisis
to prolong his tenure by
spreading crude and absurd tales
about his indispensability. As
for the millions sickened by all
the cacophony of half-baked
lies and deceit, by now, it must
be obvious that the PDP and its
brand of democracy are worse
than the most brutal
dictatorship. Haifa world away,
our friend in Copenhagen
perhaps does not realise that
there is nothing essentially
comical about that truism.
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Goje’s phenomenal exploitsin Gombe

A mirCabra, the German
theatre scholar said,
“Every society

deserves the kind of leader it

gets.” If our society paved
the way for a reckless leader
to emerge as our governor as
we experienced four years

ago, it will be very bad for a

new state like Gombe that is

yearning for an accountable,
prudent and people-oriented
government that we desired.

“A leader that makes

changes impossible

automatically makes violence
inevitable.” Violence, of
course, is a product of
underdevelopment. Even an
accelerated development of
every society is highly
desirable and is the answer,
especially when one is
elected into any office.
Provision of such
development is the fulfilment
ofelectoral promises made to
the electorate, which inaway
is a method of making the
people to keep faith with
one’sadministration.
Gombe State has never had
it so good in the last nine
years and four months of its
creation even in the last
dispensation. Some of us
were shocked by the
outburst of the former

MinisterofMines and Power,

Alhaji Ibrahim Hassan, who

accused Gov. Goje’s

administration indirectly by
saying that the local
government councils in the
state are not performing.
How can he accuse the
government of indolence
when he knows, sees and can
verify what this government
is doing? If a respectable
leader like the formerminister
is berating the government
for not performing, several
reasons could be adduced
for such outburst, among
which are: he must have lost
touch with the accelerated
developmental realities in the
state at the moment; (ii)
perhaps he is one of those
that closed their eyes to the
recklessness, wasteful spree
and the insensitivities of the
defeated past government;

(iii) 1 hope and want to

believe that the criticism is

not to draw attention to
himselfand the group he may
be vouching for; (iv) lalso
hope the criticisms are
genuine and borne out of
constructive comments and
the political concern for the
advancement ofthe state and
perhaps to make Gov. Goje’s
government situp in order to
execute more projects forthe
peopje. Perhaps, itis also an
attemptto draw the attention
ofthe governmentto himself
and the othermembers ofthe
old school that we are still
very much around, patronise
us. One, two or three ofthese
reasons must be the genesis
ofthe criticisms.

Ifthe former minister is not
aware ofthe activities of the

Bv Paul Samson

present government in
Gombe State, let him visit the
ultra-modern shopping
complex built by the Gombe
Local Government at Tudun
Hafsi; the construction of the
General Hospital by Nafada
Local Government, the
electrification projects by
Kwami Local Government
and the construction of
township and rural roads by
Yamaltu-Deba and Dukku
local government areas.
These are very a few of the
people-oriented projects that
the state government has
directed the third tier of
government to embark upon
to justify the mandate that
the people gave to them. I am
not a civil servant, contractor
or personally know
Gov.Goje, let alone
concluding whether 1 have
been commissioned to
defend the activities of his
government, but courtesy
demands that we should puj
the facts straight. These
projects are all verifiable for
anybody that claims to be
ignorant of the seriousness
and commitment of Goje's
administration in the last
three years of his
administering the state. Goje
has not left anybody in
doubt that he meant well for
the people who gave him
their mandate, so to them he
owes allegiance and even
better in order to get their
supportagain come 2007. All
these are done within the
scarce resources at the
disposal of the government.
Whatwould be the reactions
of Alhaji Hassan and other
members of his armchair
critics club ifGombe State is
getting the kind of revenue
allocation accruing to any of
the South-South states?
For the record, Alhaji
Hassan and his ilk should
know in case they still claim
ignorance of what the Goje
administration is doing in
Gombe, that the government
will be commissioning the
multi-billion naira Gombe
W ater Scheme project in
March. The Honourable
M inister can contact the
Government House, Gombe
State to know when the
event is coming up, so that
they will be better informed
of the programmes and the
policies ofthe administration

instead of criticising for the.

sake ofcriticism. Let me point
out again to the critics of the
government that by the
special grace of Almighty
God, going by the sense of
commitment that Governor
Goje and his council
members have been
displaying, wc have one of
the best state-owned
universities in the country
today. The critics can pay an
unscheduled visit to the
campus; it is located close to

them within the state capital
where | am a student
undergoing a university
degree programme. Some of
our leaders who are
interested in sharing the state
allocation instead of using
the same for the good of the
common man should please
take a cue from the
magnanimity and giant
strides of this government, so
that they can learn and see
how to serve the people
better.

The Gombe State School
ofNursing is also within their
reach at the state capital; they
can go there to see the state
of art equipment installed to
train the sons and daughters
of Gombe State to the glory
of God. | hope they realised
that four years ago, the state
capital was a glorified local
government headquarters
rather than the befitting
infrastructural facilities put in
place now by the same
government they seek to
discredit instead of
encouraging and giving it
their moral support for it to
continue its good work.

What about the massive
good roads going on within
and outside the state capital?
Electrification scheme is
anotherproject ofrepute that
we should thank this
government for. I am using
this medium to appeal to the
opinion leaders in the state
to please call some of the
antagonists of Goje’s
administration to order for
peace, tranquillity and
understanding to reign in the
state. Gombe Development
Forum, GDF has a Herculean
task to perform in this
respect. What we need at this
formative stage of the state
is to join hands with the
performing government to
take the state to greater
heights. It is to the glory of
our leaders if the state grows,
develops and prospers. The
aspirants for the
governorship seat should*
weigh themselves properly
and see whether they can
withstand the pressure ofthe
large-scale development that
our young state is yearning
for, which Danjuma Goje and
his government are currently
providing in the state
Because Governor Adamu
Mu’azu of Bauchi State, our
next-door neighbour
performed creditably
between 1999 and 2003, as
Governor Goje isdoing at all
cost to improve the standard
of living of the people in the
state, Mua’zu was given a
second chance to lead the
state, so Gombe State people
should take a cue from Bauchi
voters and support Goje for
second term in 2007.

This contribution was
made by PaulSamson o fNo.
1, Bauchi Road, Gombe,
Gombe State.
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Vietnam: The making ofan economictige

t is not just because the
Vietnamese defeated one

great power, France and
another super or even hyper
power, the United States of
America that the country is
now very remarkable.

Vietnam, is the second
fastest growing economy in
the world, trailing behind
only its northern neigbour,
the Peoples Republic of
China at 7.1% of gross
domestic product, while
China gallops ahead with 8%
as the world fastest runner in
economic growth. Among
Vietnam’s 84.9 million people,
the gross domestic product
per pefson stands at 670 U.S->
dollars, not too bad for a
cduntry coming out from a
devastating war. After a long
drawn negotiation, the
country would be acceding
to the world trade
organization (WTO) during
the course of this year,
thereby improving business
confidence.

Vietnam since 1986 has
been implementing a wide-
ranging economic and
political reforms. Its reform
programme otherwise called
DoiMoi is aimed at injecting
free enterprise principles and
reducing central control.

The “Draft strategy for
Socioeconomic stabilization
and Development”, is aimed
to double GDP through the
“scTcialist-oriented
commodity economy, a
market economy under state
management” in which the
state and collective sectors
will play a predominantroie.
The 1992 constitution
embodies the market reforms
of recent years and
recognized citizen’s right to
engage in private business.
A bankruptcy law was

passed in January 1994. Real
gross domestic product
growth has hovered

consistently between 7%

By Charles Onunaiju,
Senior Reporter Foreign Desk
and 8%. XtkelHe economic
reform *of its. northern
neighbour, China, Vietnam’s
economic reform was aimed

at shaking off the
bureaucratic inertia, that
stalls grow th and

development. The economic
reform measures designed to
conform to market orientation
did not in any way abrogate
the centrality of the state in
economic management but
rather reinforces its role to
provide the ground rules and
enabling infrastructure.

The strategy has been
effective in the sense that it
has spurred the most
astonishing and dramatic
economic development and
social progress, mankind has
ever seen, comparable only
to the dramatic economic
growth of the peoples
Republic of China. More and
more Vietnamese are being
pulled out of poverty. More
than 200 companies listed
among the 500 in the fortune
magazine as the world
biggest are currently
investing in Vietnam with the
effect that since 1997, the
country has had an estimated
direct foreign investment of
8.3 billion US dollars. In
February 1994 a year before
W ashington fully
established full diplomatic
relation with its former
adversary, the US lifted the
trade embargo it has imposed
in 1975, following its defeat
and the collapse of its
puppet South Vietnam'’s
regime.

But the current success
of Vietnam cannot be taken
in isolation of its history or
ofthe party that is at the core
of its national life. In 1940,
Vietnam was occupied by the
Japanese. In August 1945,
thenJapanese allowed the
Vietminh movement to seize

power, dethrone the emperor
and establish a republic
known as Vietnam. On 6t
March 1946, Franae
recognize the “democratic
Republic of Vietnam, as free

continued the struggle and
drive for the reunification of
the whole country.

The United States of
America entered the war to
maintain a divided Vietnam,

Mr. Phan Van Khai, Prime Minister ofthe Socialist Republic of

Vietnam

state within Indo-Chinese
federation. On 19" December
Vietnam forces made a
surprise attack on Hanoi, the
signal for nearly eight years
of hostilities.

An agreement on the
cessation of hostilities was
reached on 20hJuly 1954. The
French withdrew and by the
Paris agreement of 29h
December 1954 completed
the transfer for sovereignty
to Vietnam which was divided
along the 17h paralled in to
North Vietnam, held by the
communist party of Vietnam
and the south held by the
puppet regime of the
departing imperialist power.
However, the communist
party under the leadership of
the venerable HO Chi Minh

“Even, the US after its bitter war with Vietnam and
barrage of economic sanctions and boycotts
recognized the economicpotentials o fthe emerging
AsiU tiger and quickly established full diplomatic
relation in 1995. It is therefore most unjustifiable
thatNigeria as a country in desperate needfor trade
and who couldshare experience in economic reform
with Vietnam is maintaining low key relation with
the great country. ”

with the South as strategic
staging post to compromise
the independent struggle in
Indochina comprising Laos,
Cambodia and Vietnam. In
Paris on 27 January, 1973, an
agreement was signed
ending the war in Vietnam.
However, the US continued
to stoke the fire of hostility
using the South Vietnamese
as a proxy, until she was
eventually routed after a
protracted war in which
W ashington used both the
deadly napalm bomb and its
then newly built B52 bomber
to sink many villages in
Vietnam.

Having expelled both the
French and America, coupled
with the collapse of their
puppet regime, the
unification of North and
South Vietnam into the
socialist Republic ofVietnam
finally took place on 2rdJuly
1976. The Vietnamese
communist party founded by
Ho Chi Minh, popularly and
affectionately called uncle Ho
from the period of anti
colonial resistance to the re-
unification of the country
was at the core of the
country’s political, social and
economic life.

The travails of Ho Chi
Minh who was desperately
hunted by the French
corresponds  with the
cheaqured fate of the party

which were destined to
operate underground, under

different guises till it
established the North
Vietnam, from where it
mounted the drive and
struggle for the total
unification and

independence of Vietnam.

Ho symbolizes and
embodies the Vietnamese
revolution up to this day, it is
difficult to imagine the
Vietnamese revolution
without the active
participation of Ho Chi Minh.
Although the current
historical fashion emphasizes
the importance of great
underlying social forces in
unleashing the major events
of our time, it remains clear
that in many instances, such
as the Bolshevik revolution
and the Chinese civil war, the
role of the individual can
sometimes be paramount.

5Such was the case in Vietnam.
Notonly was Ho the founder
of his party and later the
president of the country, but
he was its chiefstrategist and
its most inspiring symbol.

A talented organizer as
well as an astute strategist
and a charismatic leader, Ho
Chi Minh’s image was part
modern Russia’s founder
Vladmir Lenin and part India’s
Mahtaha Ghandi with a
perhaps a dash of Eastern
Confucius. It was a dynamic
combination. While the
Vietnamese war of national
liberation is an ineluctable
fact that transcends the fate
of individual human beings,
without the presence of Ho
Chi Minh, itwould have been
a far different affair, with far
different consequences.
Uncle Ho was an “event-
making man”,and ‘achild of
crisis’, who combined in his
own person two ofthe central
forces in the history of
modem Vietnam, the desire
for national independence
and the quest for social and
economic justice.

Because these forc-es
transcended the borders, of
his own country, Ho was
able to project his message
to colonial peoples all over
the world and speak to their
demand for dignity and

freedom from imperialist
oppression.
W hatever the final

judgement on his legacy to
his own people and the rest
ofthe world, he has taken his
place in the pantheon of
revolutionary heroes who
have struggled mightily to
give the oppressed of the

world their true voice.

Even in an era o
imperialist triumphalism and
liberalist globalization, the
works of Ho Chin Minh
continues to inspire many
peoples of the world for
independence and social
justice. /

Vietnam has equally
remained faithful to the;
socialist construction, and |
has advanced in great leaps
in economic growth, social
development and political
stability. By April ofthis year, j
the Vietnamese communist |
party would hold its party ;
congress, and is expected
that that the party would j
commit itself to thej
deepening of the economic |
reforms and improving the
standard of living of the |
Vietnamese people.

In an era, where |
unintelligent “common |
sense” have widely held that
socialist construction s j
bankrupt and a failed social
system, both Socialist
Republic of Vietnam and the j
Peoples Republic of China, |
the two fastest growing |
economies in the world are
truly pointing to the path to
which any People desirous j
to shake off the pangs of
poverty and cyclic |
underdevelopment can turn
to. Already in Latin America, |
from Venezuela to Bolivia,
Brazil and Chile, the path is j
receiving serious attention.

NOTE: Vietnam as lacuna
in Nigeria’s foreign policy.
Currently, Nigeria has no
diplomatic presence in Hanoi, i
capital ofVietnam. Nigeria’s
rudimentary diplomatic
relation with Vietnam is
overseen by the Nigerials
embassy in Beijing, China.

This is rather unfortunate.
Even, the US after its bitter
war with Vietnam and barrage
of economic sanctions and
boycotts recognized the
economic potentials of the
emerging Asia tiger and
quickly established full
diplomatic relation in 1995. It
istherefore most unjustifiable j
that Nigeria as a country in |
desperate need for trade and
who could share experience
in economic reform witli
Vietnam is maintaining low
key relation with the great |
country.

To enter late to Vietnam
when the world is rushing, tb
grab the expanding pie of
Vietnam’s economic
opportunities isa diplomatic |
naivety of outstanding |
significance.
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Bird flu
spreads
to Niger

iger has become the

third African country

to have confirmed
cases of the deadly strain of
bird flu, experts say.

Test results have
confirmed several cases of
the H5N1 virus, said the
World Organisation for
Animal Health (01E).

Niger, one of the world's
poorest countries, has a long
border with Nigeria, where
bird flu has killed thousands
ofchickens.

No human cases of the
H5N1 strain have yet been
found in Africa but the UN
has warned of a possible
regional disaster.

The H5MJ1 strain was
found in domestic ducks near
Nigeria'r border, the OIE said.

“We’ve been officially
informed that the presence of
the virus has been notified on
the sample from Niger butwe
are waiting for official
documents to know... what
type of strain it is,” said
Niger’s government
spokesman Mohamed Ben
Omar.

" OlE director Bernard
Vallat said it came as no
surprise that bird flu had
spread from Nigeria to Niger.

“We know that the virus
in Nigeria has invaded a large
part of the country. The
measures of confinement
were riot taken and
transparency was notapplied
from the beginning, he said.

“Now we know thatall of
the neighbouring countries
ofNigeriaare underavery big
threat.”

Niger, like most West
~-African countries, had
banned poultry imports from
jNigeria.

Earlier, Nigeria’s
Information Minister Frank
Nweke announced that the
IH5N1 strain had been found
|in two more Nigerian states,
taking the total to seven -
mostly in the north and centre
of the country.

Bird flu has also been
jfound in Egypt.

Last week, the UN’s Food
and Agriculture Organisation
[(FAO) recommended that
Nigeria vaccinate poultry,
saying the strategy of
containment and slaughter of
at-risk birds was not working.

There are also calls for
Iclarification on the issue of
compensation for farmers.

Almost 60 percent of
poultry producers raise
chickens in their backyards
land health officials are
jworried that they would not
Itell the authorities if their
birds fell ill.

More than 90 people have
died ofH5N 1bird flu since the
disease’s resurgence in
December2003 - mostofthem
in South-East Asia.
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Ugandan President, Yowri Museveni

SaudiArabia denies
detention of 13 Nigerians

T he Saudi Arabia
embassy in Nigeria
has denied the

allegation of detention and
torture of Nigerians in Saudi
prison saying that the
allegation was baseless.

Responding to an
editorial carried in one ofthe
national dailies (not Daily
Trust) that 13 Nigerians are
in incommunicado and that
they risk of death sentence
and execution in Saudi
Arabia jails, Mohammed
Umar an official in Saudi
embassy said such a thing
does not exist.

Umar who expressed
bitterness over the issue,
said that Ministry of foreign
affairs would have been in
the picture of the incident if
it exist.

According to the daily,
the victims, are between the
ages of 20 and 30, as were
reported Jo be among
Africans arrested in Saudi
following a dispute between
Saudi nationals and African
nationals working as car
cleaners in Saudi
neighborhood.. A Saudi
policeman was alleged to
have been killed in the
aftermath ofthe row.

The paper said that a

group fighting for the
Nigerians, the legal Defense
and Assistant Project

(LEDAP) said in a press
release that 13 Nigerian were

By Aisha Umar, Reporter
Foreign Desk

among 100 persons arrested
ofwhich many were deported
while the 13 Nigerians were
brought before three judges
in a closed session on
November 22,2002, in a trial
allegedly conducted Arabic
without translation, and legal
or consular representation.
The paper stated that
there were reports oftorture.
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blasts opposition on results

andan President Yoweri
Museveni has accused his
efeated opponent in last

He also referred to the
protesters who gathered outside
FDC offices on Saturday to

week’s presidential election§@onstrate against the result.

failing to understand democracy.

He told BBC that Dr Kizza
Besigye’s plan to challenge the
result in court was “neither here
nor there™ as he is not the one
who decides.

Dr Besigye - once Mr
Museveni’s doctor - is currently
out on bail having been accused
ofseveral crimes he denies.

UK and US diplomats have
urged Dr Besigye’s supporters
to avoid violence.

Mr Museveni again accused
Dr Besigye’s Forum for
Democratic Change party of links
to “terrorist groups”, which he
said they must cut.

- Dr Besigye, who has been
facing treason and rape charges
during the campaign, described
the result as “outrageous", saying
the Electoral Commission’s
compilation ofvotes was “illegal”
and all part of an “illegitimate
process”.

Earlier, in his first address to
the nation since his victory, Mr
Museveni thanked Ugandans for
rejecting "'negative forces”.

Mr Museveni said
opposition supporters
threatened *‘to cause havoc” but
large deployments of security
forces were ready for trouble.

hey were dispersed by riot
police using tear gas.

“They tried [to cause chaos].
They couldn’t. It’s too late for
that type of game,” he said.

Mr Museveni - who has been
in power for 20 years - won 59
percent of the vote, the Electoral
Commission said on Saturday. Dr

Besigye took 37 percent.

Uganda’s first multi-party
vote in 25 years was seen as a
test of its democratic credentials.

The outcome has been
broadly™ endorsed by
international monitors, although
EU observers noted some
problems with the campaign.

In their preliminary report,
the observers said there was no
“level playing field”, pointing to
Dr Besigye’s arrest last year.

Sudan leader warns
against UN force

mar al-Bashir, the

Sudanese president,
O has said Darfur will
become a graveyard for any
foreign military contingent
entering the region against
Khartoum’s will, according to

newspapers.
“We are strongly
opposed to any foreign

intervention in Sudan, and
Darfurwill be agraveyard for
any foreign troops venturing
to enter,” al-Bashir was
quoted on Sunday as saying.

Hiscomments came amid
stepped-up efforts by the

Ivorian govt, opposition
In peace parley

ajor political and
rebel leaders will
.hold talks in the
Ivory Coast for the first time
since a 2002 uprising.
President Lauren
Gbhagbo, opposition leaders
Henri Konan Bedie and
Alassane Ouattara, and rebel
leader Guillaume Soro meetin
the capital Yamoussoukro.
The fourrarely speak and
have not met on lvorian soil

British govt issues travel
warning on Nigeria

Jhe British government

has issued fresh travel

warning to Nigeria,
citing Bakassi Peninsula and
to the riverine areas of
Bayelsa, Delta and Rivers
States as volatile areas.

According to the website
of the Foreign and
Commonwealth office, the
government advised against
all but essential travel to the
rest of Bayelsa, Delta and
Rivers States. The website
stated that “localised
outbreaks of civil unrest can
occur at short notice.”

The website, which was
updated on the February 20,
reiterated terrorism threat in
the country. It would be
recalled that travel warning
was issued based on a
statement credited to Usama
Bin Laden in February 2003
calling for an uprising by
Muslims in a number of
countries including Nigeria.

Elka Ch i, FOpigid N

sk RiEarter

“Demonstrations and

outbreaks of localised civil
unrest and violence can
occur with little notice
throughout the country. The
most recent incidents have
occurred in the Niger Delta
(Bayelsa, Rivers, Delta and
Anambra), North (Sokoto,
Kano) and Central Nigeria
(Taraba, Plateau, Adamawa
and Benue states), South
_West (Oyo and Lagos) and
'the Cross-Rivers and Ebonyi
border...There have also been
demonstrations about the
situation in the Middle East”,
the website stated.

It warned British citizens
that “Homosexuality is illegal
under Federal law, covering
the whole of Nigeria, but
individuals are rarely
prosecuted.” Italso hinted on
the Avian flu in Nigeria.

since Mr Soro launched a
rebellion in September 2002,
which split the country.

The meeting is aimed at
achieving peace among the
four important leaders.

President Laurent
Gbagbo, the former head of
state, Henri Konan Bedie, and
the opposition politician
Alassane Ouattara, have
been squabbling for power for
over 10 years.

The fourth member ofthe
group, Guillaume Soro, leads
the rebellion which cut the
country in half more than
three years ago.

Monday’s meeting,
organised by Prime Minister
Charles Konan Banny, is an
attempt to get the four most
important political leaders to
sit down and work out their
differences.

The leaders have met
several times in peace
summits over the last three
years - but never before on
Ivorian soil.

The prime minister’s
offices says the
Yamoussoukro meeting,
which should finish on
Tuesday, is an attempt to get
the Ivorian political class to
take control of the Ivorian
peace process.

All the same, the guideline
should remain last year’s
Pretoria peace agreement and
the UN resolution 1633.

The three-year long civil
war has hurt the reputation,
stability and economy of a_
country once known as the'
“African miracle”.

international community to
send UN peacekeeping forces
to war-torn Darfur in place of
African Union troops, which
have failed to quell the three-
year:old bloodshed.

Al-Bashir, who accuses
the US and its allies of
fomenting a conspiracy to
plunder his country’s
resources, again accused the
West of seeking to use the
western region of Darfuras a
launchpad to spread its
interests in Sudan.

The US, which currently
holds chairmanship ofthe UN
Security Council, saw its
hopes of clinching a
resolution fora UN mandate
in Darfur by the end of the
month dashed, but has said it
will continue its efforts.

The transition is expected
to be discussed during an AU
Peace and Security Council
meeting in Addis Ababa on 3
March.

Al-Bashir was also
dismissive of the AU, which
has hinted it will not oppose
itsown replacementin Darfur
by a UN contingent.

“The African Union forces
can leave the country if they
believe that they have failed
to carry out their duties,” al-
Bashir said.

The war in Darfur broke
out in February 2003, when
ethnic groups launched a
rebellion against Khartoum
thatwas brutally repressed by
the Arab Islamistgovernment
ofal-Bashir. *e

The combined effect of
the war and one oftheworld’s
worst humanitarian crises has
left up to 300,000 people dead
and an estimated 2.4 million
displaced.

There has been increased
speculation that Nato would
step in to operate the
transition between AU and
UN peacekeepers, an option
supported by Darfur rebels
but implacably opposed by
Khartoum.

Al-Bashir found support
for his resistance to a
Western deployment among
members ofthe opposition.

“We firmly reject any
foreign intervention,
particularly by the Americans,
in ‘Sudan,” Fatima Ahmad
Ibrahim, a communist
legislator, said on Sunday at
a parliament meeting.
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She will automatically
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'4 years in the post.
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currently local »o»ern'me-nt

national-security minister 86 the
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Dr Peter Phillips had beer:
seen asthe favourite to succeed
Mr Patterson but .as record or,
tackling violence has been
questioned,
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has been a popular figure in

—

Jamaican politics since the .

«"mv. took 1T~5 votes io 1-53'
.otes for Dr Phillips in the
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come together as one single
family".

:ie ;a0 led his part;, to three
eieacion victories but his
govertiuienrfaces criticism over
rising crime and has been dogged
by charges of corruption.

The next parliamentary
elections .re due a take place in
2007.
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power.
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Coca leaves being harvested.

Man forced to ‘marry’goat

A Sudanese man has
been forced to take a
goat as his “wife”, af-

ter he was caught having sex

with the animal.

The goat’sowner, MrAlifi,
said he surprised the man with
his goat and took him to a
councij ofelders.

They ordered the man, Mr
|Tombe*' to pay a dowry of
115,000 Sudanese dinars ($50)
to MrAlifi.

“We have given him the
igoat, and as far as we know
they are still together,” Mr
IAlifi said.

Mr Alifi, Hai Malakal in
;Upper Nile Suite, told the Juba
\Postnewspaper that he heard
a loud noise around midnight
ion 13 February and immedi-
ately rushed outside to find
Mr Tombe with his goat.

. “When lasked him: ‘Wh-

Jat are you doing there?’, he

| fell off the back of the goat,

so | captured and tied him up”.

M rAlifi then called elders
to decide how to deal with the
case.

“They said | should not
take him to the police, but
rather lethim pay a dowry for
my goat because he used it
as his wife,” MrAlifi told the
newspaper.

Daily Trust

Trust International

Odd World

Cocalne leaves better than milk!

oca leaf has more

nutritional value than

milk and should repl-
ace it in school lunches, a
Bolivian government official
told reporters.

“Our children need calc-
ium and the coca leaf has
more calcium than milk,” said
the official, who in past inte-
rviews confessed to have sto-
pped reading books since he
discovered his Aymara heri-
tage and claims to get his
knowledge from reading the
wrinkles of his ancestors.

“Our children need phos-
phorous and the coca leafhas
more phosphorous than
fish,” he said.

“Perhaps instead of milk
in school lunches, we should
be giving coca leaf to our
children,” he mused.

The official said his info-
rmation on the nutritional
value of the coca leaf came
from studies done by the
Bolivian Health Ministry and
Harvard University, in the
United States.

Coca leaf is chewed by
millions ofBolivians as a tonic
and to stave off hunger.

It is also processed into
cocaine and sold abroad,
chiefly in the United States,
in a multi-billion dollar illegal
trade.

New Bolivian President
Evo Morales, also of indige-
nous extraction, was elected
in December with strong
support from coca farmers, is
under US pressure to repress
the coca industry, both in its
illegal and traditional roles.

Black cat saves owner

B ernice McDowall says
she never thought
black cats were unlu-

cky. Now her own black cat,

Joey, is her hero. McDowall,

87, said she was taking a nap

when Joey woke her up early

Friday afternoon and prob-

ably saved her life.

“He was having a fit, run-
ning around the bedroom,”
she said.

Then she saw smoke in
the bedroom, got up and saw

Killer dog up for adoption

he’s a suspected killer,

she’s in custody, and at

least four people want
to adopt her.

Butanimal rights campai-
gners say the Romanian dog
accused ofkilling a Japanese
man in Bucharest last month

ih a bite to the leg is frail,
frightened and innocent.

Authorities rounded up a
dozen animals to find the cul-
prit, narrowing their suspic-
ions down to abig-eyed, dark-
hairedmongrel who has been
nicknamed “Coco” by dog
charity Cutu-Cutu.

The dog has lived in a sh-
elter since and on Friday the
Romanian courts turned

down a case brought by the
charity, which sought to force
the city into allowing Coco’s
adoption.

“She ceuldn’t have done
it, she’s very shy. | went to
visit her and she was just
sitting at the far end of her
cage, afraid to come closer,”
said Marcela Lungu of Cutu-
Cutu, which means Doggy
Doggy in English.

“The authorities are just
using her as a scapegoat.”

A lawyer representing the
charity, which said it has had
four requests to adopt Coco,
said she would appeal the
decision.

smoke coming from the
basement.

She and Joey got out
safely.

Joey had found a home
with the McDowalls after he
was dumped off at a nearby
mailbox awhile back. On
Friday, he “really came inand
sent the alarm,” Bernice said.

Later, the black cat was
rolling and romping in the
yard near smoldering mattr-
esses that firefighters had dr-
agged up from the basement
while his owner stayed in the
warmth ofa vehicle.

Sterling Fire Chief Dw-
ayne Frederick said firefig-
hters contained the blaze to
the basement, but there was
smoke damage throughout
the ranch-style home. He said
the cause likely was elec-
trical.

The McDowalls were not
able to be in the house Friday,
night, but Cheryl McDowall,
Bernice’s daughter, told fire-
fighters they had a place to
stay.

Bernice McDowall had
dinner at her niece’s home.
Joey was there too, walking
on the piano keys. And he
was scheduled to get his
favorite dinner, a gravy-style
canned cat food.

Asked to comment on the
official’s proposal, opposition
lawmaker and former educa-
tion minister Tito Hoz de Vila
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said coca’swould have a detr-
imental effect on schoolch-
ildren.

“Those poor students

would be dozing off in the
classroom instead of paying
attention to their school-
work,” he said.

Can’t have three wives?

small-townjudge with
three wives Was
ordered removed from
the bench by the Utah Supr-
eme Court, USA, on Friday.
The court unanimously
agreed with the findings ofthe
state’s Judicial ConductCom-
mission, which recommended
the removal of Judge Walter
K. Steed for violating the
state’s higamy law.
Steed said he was disapp-
ointed with the decision.
“lhad hoped that the
court would see my case as
an opportunity to correct the
injustices that are caused by
the criminalization ofmy reli-
gious beliefs and lifestyle,”
Steed said in a statement.
Steed has served for 25
years on the Justice Court in
the polygamist community of
Hildale in southern Utah,
where he ruled on misdem-
eanor crimes such as drunken
driving and domestic viole-
nce cases.
The commission last year

sought his removal from the
bench aftera 14-month inves-
tigation determined Steed
was a polygamist and had
violated Utah’s bigamy law.
Bigamy is athird-degree felo-
ny in Utah punishable by up
to five years in prison and up
to $5,000 in fines.

“When the law is violated
or ignored by those charged
by society with the fair and
impartial enforcement of the
law, the stability ofour society
is placed at undue risk,” the
court’s ruling said.

Steed, who also works as
atruck driver, was paid a few
hundred dollars monthly for
serving in the part-time
judicial position.

Utah Attorney General
Mark Shurtleff praised the
court’s decision, saying som-
eone breaking the law should
notbe in ajudicial role. Shur-
tleff had declined to prose-
cute Steed.

He said his office intends
to stick to its policy of only

prosecuting bigamy cases
that involve othercrimes such
as domestic violence or sex
with minors.

“Ifyou charge one where
do you stop? You start pros-
ecuting >10,000 people and
have 20,000 kids go into the
(child welfare) system?”
Shurtleffsaid.

A receptionist at the
Judicial Conduct Commission
said neither the commission
nor its attorney would com-
ment on the case.

Friday’s court decision
did not address whether Ste-
ed should face criminal char-
ges, saying only that the jud-
ge acknowledged his illegal
behavior and “has given ev-
ery indication that he intends
to continue his ‘plural mar-
riage’arrangement.”

Justice Court judges are
appointed to four-year terms
by city councils or county
commissions. They are not
required to have any legal
training.

UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN, ILORIN, NIGERIA

NOTICETO AIl ONILORIN fIIUMNI

This is to inform all the Alumni Alumnae of the University of llorin
working inany capacity any where in the world to please complete the

format below and return it to the Alumni

Relations Officer at the

Endowment and Alumni Relations Unit of the University (Main
Campus) for the update of the University records immediately.

Photocopy is also acceptable

ALUMNI B10 DATA FORM

We want you to stay in touch send:

Full Marne & Title.

Maiden Name if Married...................

Matric. No
Dept/Faculty:.

Year Of graduation:.,.....cccvciiiis werins ceriies cereeeee s
Present Employment/Posmon (S) held:...coo

Current Postal Address/ E-mail....... oo e e .

Telephone No.:...........

To the Alumni Relations Officer, University of llorin,

P.M.B. 1515, llorin,

Signed:

N

Olufolake O. Oyeyemi (Mrs.)

Registrar.



Tuesday,

Currencies
West African

Unit of Account
Country N Equivalent
| fife Gambia 6.0320
j Ghana 0.0143
; Guinea 0.0588
Liberia 1.8633
: S/Leone 3,563.84
! Nigeria 192.48

Parallel Market
j Average
| Dollar 144 145
; Pounds 261 175

| Flight schedule

Virgin Nigeria
" Los - Abj: *7.00am,

6.55pm K

Abj-Los: 9.00am, 12.55pm,
| 8.55pm

Xos- PHC: 7.15am, 3.00pm
j PHC- Los:9.00am, 4.45pm
| Los-Acc:2.55pm;Acc-Los:
| 3.35pm
j Los - Douala: 6.30pm;
mDouala-Los: 8.30pm

10.55,

Beflview Airlines
Monday-Friday
Lagos - Abuja
j 0650,0950,1130,1400,1600,
f 1955
Abj-L0s-0800,1130,1320,
1600,1800 1
Los-P/H-0715,1130,1320
j Los—Kano-0630

Shaturday & Sunday
Los-ADbj-0800,1130,1600,
| 1950
Abj-L0s-0800,1320,1600,
11800
Los-P/H-0800,1340,1700
| R/H-L0s-0945,1520,1830
Los - Kano -0800
Kano - Los-1130

IRS Airlines

Los-Abj- 7.15am, 8.15am,
11.00am,

12noon, 3.00pm, 4.15pm,
Abj - Los - 10am, 4 lam,
1.00pm, 2.00pm,
4.15pm, 5.15pm.
Los - PHC -
12.45am,

PHC - Los-1 .30pm, 2.30pm,
Los- Kan- 5.30pm, 6.45pm,
Kan- Los- 7.45am, 9.00am.

11.45am,

Weekend
Los-Ab-9.15am, 10.15am,
1.00pm, 2.00pm, 11.00am,
12.00pm, 9.30am, 10.30am,
Abj - Los-11.00am, 12am,
2.45pm, 3.45pm, 12.45pm,
I1.15am, 12.15am.
Los-PHC - 11.5pm, 2.15pm.
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Daily Trust

Managing Director, Guaranty TrustBank Pic, TayoAderinokun, with Managing Director/ChiefExecutive Officer o fVBA Pic, Tony Elumelu, at
a ceremony to celebrate Aderinokun’ choice as Banker oftheyear at the 11th Annual Thisday Leadership Awards in Lagos ...recently.

T he Central Bank of
Nigeria, (CBN) has
faulted claims by the

Manufacturers Association
of Nigeria (MAN) that the
return of banks to the capital
market to raise more funds
would reduce the inflow of
investments in the manufac-
turing sector.

By AnasA. Galadima, Asst.
Business Editor

MAN said in a statement
recently that the return to
the capital marketby deposit
money banks was induced
by CBN’s fresh demand that
banks jerk up their capital
base to S| billion (N 130 bil-

Customs impound 27 containers

T he Apapa Area | com-
mand of the Nigeria
Customs Service (NCS)

has impounded over twenty-
seven (27) assorted contai-
ners loaded with prohibited
items with a street value of
over N200 million.

Customs Area Comptr-
oller (CAC) Rasheed Taiwo
while conducting newsmen
round the seized containers
atthe governmentwarehouse
Apapa, last week disclosed
that over 7,00 containers
(overtime cargoes) have been
abandoned inside the Apapa
port.

He expressed" surprise
that despite all that the NCS

From Adelanwa Bamgbove,
Correspondent (Lagos)

had done to fight smuggling
to a stand-still, there has been
no respite by now.

He said that some of the
impounded containers were
seized not because they have
absolute prohibited items
ladened on them but due to
other malpractices.

These malpractices incl-
ude where an importer impo-
rted eleven containers but
declares only one container.
The duty paid on one conta-
iner is usually used to clear
the other ten containers.

These people would not
only be apprehended but
also punished as deterrent to
others after their conviction.

Foreign Exchange Rates

Currency Buying Selling
Dollar 131.86 132.86
Pounds 239.27 241.09
EURO 164.42 165.66
YEN 1.20 121
WAUA 193.58 195.04
RIYAL 35.15 35.42
CFA 0.240 0.250
Rand 20.54 21.55
S/Dollar 8.00 9.52
Yuan 16.00 17.00

lion) as a condition for part-
icipating in the management
ofthe country’s foreign rese-
rves.

But in a statement in
Abuja over the weekend, the
apex bank said it did not
mandate any bank to go to
the capital market to raise
funds, saying that banks that
have disclosed plans to
return to the market are doing
so on their own accord and
not forced by the apex bank.

The statement which was
signed by the bank’s head of
Corporate Affairs, Festus
Odoko, said it made it clear
from the beginning that
December 31, 2005 was the
end of the CBN induced
consolidation, adding that
“subsequently, a bank can
on its own volition conso-
lidate at its own pace to the
level of the capital base it so

desired, in line with its set
corporate goals and objec-
tives. Specifically, the CBN
made it clear that the next
level of consolidation was
oing to be market-induced,
t is also optional since no
bank was being compelled by
the authorities to further
consolidate.”

The statement added that
“Perhaps members of MAN
need to be reminded of the
challenges inherent in the
overall banking reform prog-
ramme which they did not
address. With the banks now
having a larger capital base
even with the obligor limitun-
changed the amount availa-
ble for them to assist the real
sector is considerably larger
and it is only those that are
competitive that might ultim-
ately benefit from the expan-
sion”.

First Bank ready to partake
In Nigeria’s forex mgt

e Managing Director
CEO of First Bank of
Nigeria (FBN), Mr. Jac-

From Bright Ewulu, Deputy’'
| Business Editor (Lagos)

obs Ajekige over the wedRnovative financial plans.

end confirmed that the ban-
k’s ongoing growth aims to
build the capacity that will
enable her manage some part
of the nation’s external res-
erve.

Ajekigbe who was speak-
ing on Sunday in Lagos on
the occasion of its products
launch, stated that the bank
iscommitted to remain at the
pinnacle of banking in Nig-
eria.

According to him the lau-
nch is “amajor feat in the ba-
nk’s customer-oriented and

This confirms the Bank’s
interest in its customers, their
lifestyles and businesses.
“These products will
enable the Bank contribute to
the growth ofcustomers’and
non-customers’ businesses,
and also grow personal ban-
king relationship by provi-
ding financial support at tim-
es of critical needs,” he said.
He said the products will
empower Nigerians and gro-
wth in the economy as ensh-
rined in the federal govern-
ment’s National Economic
Empowerment and Develo-
pment Strategy (NEEDS).

free Glo lines
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NEPZA and the Free Zones Scheme: 12

\velveeyears after the
Migerian Export Pro-
70essing Zones Auth-
ority (NEPZA) was establis-
hed, has it enhanced econo -
mic activities at the nation \
free trade zones? In this
feature, Business Trust
looks at the progress sofar
made by the authority and
thefree zones in contributing
to national development.

The development of free
trade zones has been at a fore
front in attaining economic
growth and development in
most developing economies
world over. Realising this, the
federal government establi-
shed the Nigeria Export Proc-
essing Zones Authority (NE-
PZA) to be the country’s inve-
stment promotion agency
through regulating and
facilitating incentives at the
nation’s fijee trade zones

N£PZA was established
by Act No 63 of 1999. with a
mandate to license, monitor
and regulate the activities of
all free zones in Nigeria. The
authority is also responsible
for investment facilitation to
the free zones.

The free zone globally
contributes to the develop-
ment of national economy
through attracting foreign
investment, promoting intern-
ational trade and local devel-
opmentby assuring free man-
ufacturing, and trade in the
free trad” zone.

Sevenal factors are respo-
nsible for'the adoption of the
free zones scheme in Nigeria
amongstwhich are:
Facilitation ofinflow
of foreign direct investment.
This is more compelling ba-
sed on the fact that the inflow
of foreign direot investment
into sub-Saharan Africa is
less than 3%.

) Systematic creation
of “‘centers of industrial exc-
ellence’vthafcan provide cpn-
cfrive buSwiess envy-oja-

;-*C Accurate cccsnib
mic devejopmset by promo-
ting exports, increasing
employment opportunities,
facilitating the transfer of
technology and promoting
adv”rtcg regional develop-

er export thro-
ugh service Industrial and
transport facilities.

5. Make Nigeria as an
ideal distribution hub for the
African region.

6. Provide a plank and
be the driver for the promotion
of Nigerian content in all
sectors of the economy.

In addition to making
infrastructural facilities and
iiood conducive environment

—

February 28, 2006
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By Hamisu Mohammad,

Business Reporter

in the free zones issues of
major consideration, there are
also other fiscal and regul-
atory incentives that make the
free zones haven for invest-
ment activities, namely.

Upto 100% ownership of
business. Quota free for expa-
triate staff. On-site proce-
ssing of combined expatriate
residence permit and Arleen
law (CERPAC), Exemption
from all federal, state and local
government taxes. Exception
from Value Added Tax (VAT),
capital gain tax and corporate
income tax. Duty free impo-
rtation of raw materials and
components including spare
parts. On-site custom proce-
ssing, Repatriation of foreign
capital investment with cap-
ital appreciation of anytime
and Remittance of profit and
dividend earned as required.

Presently, there are eleven
free zones in Nigeria and alm-
ost all are admitting investors
in all sectors ofthe economy.
The free zone authority has
been able to successfully im-
pact the one-stop-shop con-
cept. This is because the suc-
cess of free zones worldwide
depends on the official admin-
istration ofthe incentives and
regular review of the regula-
tions to suit the prevailing cir-

; r TS ? Ji
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cumstances. It was in recog~
nition of this that additional
variants of the free zones
scheme was introduced to the
earlier purely Export Proces-
sing zone in order to create
room for the scheme to serve
its full potentials.

So, how far has NEPZA
been able to accomplish in its
mandate? According to the
managing director, Mr. Sina
Agboluaje the Authority has
been able to bring about a

Amb. Idris Waziri, Commerce
Minister

paradigm shift based on the
existing Act. Hitherto, the
general impression was that
it is only the Federal Gover-
nment that can develop and
operate free zones.-“We have
been able to involve the priv-
ate sector in the management
and development of free
zones. This leaves govem-

GTB MDwins ‘Ban

anaging Director

and Chief Exec-

utive O fficer of
Guaranty Trust Bank Pic, Mr
Tayo Aderinokun has won
the coveted “Banker of the
Year” award. The feat, recor-
ded at the recent 11th Annual
ThisDay Leadership Awards,
is in recognition of Mr
Aderinokun’s outstanding
contributions to the growtjn
arwidevdQpnaewt ofNiaeriJfcS
financial jerviees industry

Mr Aieriaokuff co-fbu-
ndedftuararrty Trust Bank Pic
in. 1990. A thoroughbred
banking industry professi-
onal, Aderinokun holds
graduate and post graduate
degrges ifigusin«Jss ad-purus-
tratrem from, thETU niversity o f
Lagers and the Graduate
School of Management,
University ofCalifornia, Los
Angeles (UCLA).

Fondly called Tayo by all
staffof Guaranty Trust Bank
(in consonance with the
bank’s first name corporate
culture), Mr Aderinokun’s
over two decades working
experience has seen him
applying his astute manage-

ment skills in fulfillment ofthe
corporate and operational
goals of several financial
institutions. He began with
the Central Bank ofNigeria in
Calabar, Cross River State
where he did his National
Youth Service in 1977.

He later worked with
Chase Merchant Bank Nigeria
Limited (later renamed
Continental Merchant Bank
Limited) betw een 19fcl and
19Sifc«,ife was arifftie
Merchant Bank Ltd between
19&8 and 1989 where he was
an Assistant General Man-
ager and head ofthe financial
services division ofthe bank.
In 1989, he setup First Marina
Trust, a aon-barik financial
institution; which he ran fewa
year prior to setting tip
Guaranty Trust Bank Ltd,
which got listed on the
Nigerian Stock Exchange
(NSE) in September 1996.

In June 2005, Fitch, a
leading international rating
agency assigned a double A
minus (AA-) rating to
Guaranty Trust Bank Pic. This
is the highest rating ever
received from a global rating
agency by any Nigerian or

lysis

ment to creating the environ-
ment while the business is left
to the private sector,” he said.

He also noted that the
application of free zones is
limited only by the imagin-
ation of the operator.

The general manager.
Corporate strategy, Mr. Bisi
Opejinmi said that the free
zones admit investors into the
various sectors of the
economy.

He cited the example of

Mr. Sina Agboluaje, MD NEPZA

the collaboration of the
Authority and NNPC in
seeking the private sector
development of deep sea
ports in some free zones to
enhance the nation's agenda
ofthe Nigerian content in the
oil and gas sector.

He added that part of its
mandate and in line with the

c<f. >*
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years after

federal government’sNEEDS
policy, the free zones in
Nigeria currently have more
than 20,000 peoples as
workers in various cadres.

According to him, over
$2billion worth of investment
is in the operational free
zones while up to SI 1billion
is expected as investment in
flow for the development of
Olokola Free Trade Zone,
Lekki EPZ, Lekki Free Trade
Zone, Snake Island free Zone
among others.

In his 2005 ministerial
press briefing, the ministerof
commerce. Ambassador A.D
Idris Waziri said that the
ministry though NEPAZ was
able to achieve transfer of
modern and adaptable techn-
ology to Nigerian export from
backward linkages. He.said,
local production of semi-
finished materials for sale into
the zones are being encou-
rage, saying that at the mo-
ment, cotton, leather, gum
Arabic, sesame seed, rubber
among others are being
supplied as raw materials from
different parts of the country
to the operational free zones.

Ambassador Waziri
noted that in Calabar Free
Trade zone there are over 35
companies that operate with
over $800 million worth of
investment, “this, is an indie-

erofthe Year’award

West Africa-based bank.

Guaranty Trust Bank has
a capital base of over $226
million. Group profit before tax
of$50 million, total assets and
contingents of over $1.45
billion and gross earnings in
excess 0 f$175 million.

A member of the gover-
ning council of the Lagos

he Board of Directors,
of Union Bank of
Nigeria Pk has appoi-
nted a new Group Managing
Director/Chief' Executive to
succeed Du. (iocbhirn \habue
Thompson Qboh. He is Mr.
Barthlomew BaSsey Ebong.
NAccording to UBN'’s
senior manger corporate
affairs, Francis D. Barde. prior
to Mr. Ebong’s new appoint-
ment, he was executive dire-
ctor, management services.
Bom in 1946, in Itu, Akwa
Ibom State, Mr. Ebong
attended Graduate School of
Business Administration,
University of Minnesota,’

State University (LASU), Mr
Aderinokun is a patron ofthe
Association of Nigerian
Authors (ANA), adirectorof
several companies and
lectures regularly at various
professional institutions. He
holds the national honour of
the Member of the Federal
Republic, MFR.

USA, where he obtained a
Master of Business Admrni-
station degree (MBA) with
specialization in Finance and
Management Frtformatipn.
System !

lie .later-.,<3#aiified as
Certified Public Accountant
of the American Institute of
Public Accountants. He also
obtained a Bachelor of
Science (B.Sc) degree from
University of Wisconsin,
USA, with accounting major.
Mr. Ebong has attended
several banking, manage-
ment. accounting and leader-
ship courses in United Kin-
gdom and United States of
America.

e

ation that our plan to attract
FDI is yielding positive
result”

According to him four
companies with a total
investment worth over $200
million and capacity to
employ about 2,500 workers
have begin operation in Kano
zone, stressing “ efforts are
being made to get the zone
fully operational by 1¢quarter
0f2006 hence, contract for the
construction of internal road
networks within the zone was
awarded.

He said the factories in
Kano zone include a vehicle
assembling plant, kitchenware
factory and two textile
industries.

The minister noted that a
wide range of support comp,-
anies involved in oil and gas
production had been attra-
cted to the free zone at Onne.
Port Harcourt.

“At present, all Nigerian
major operators such as Shell,
Chevron, Conoco Phillips
among others are being serv-
iced by enterprises operating
within the oil and gas sector
free zone in Onne”, he said.

The Onne oil and gas free
zone has become a permar-
nent transit and support base
for their Nigerian and West
African exploration and
production activities thus
making ita one-stop shop for
oil gas logistic services!
within the sub-saharan Africa.

According to Waziri,
Onne, iswell in the excess of
one billion dollars.

After twelve year of its;
operations in the country, one
of the obstacles that trigger
the development of the
NEPZA isconducive working
environment. Since 1994.
NEPZA was temporarily
located first at Army Headq-
uarters building, Moh"m”ned
Buhari Way, £iarki, Abuja, it
laler moved .I® RaMNi# Hcwse,.
-at H«rbert Mftc&nlay ftoad'ft*

* Uy 1994 :

Lit become neces

j the authority again to i

located at 211f
Way in

apartment
[ shehu Shagari
Asokoro.
As itcommissionsits new:
' .h~frdqoaFtcjs todjry-,-
a*Hh»rity,,is expecteiRwffik fc’
ifew beginning. -<*K4

The office accommetf-
ation consists of 52 standard-
office rooms with 2 modem
conferences rooms and an
exhibition hall.

W hat jS unique about the
office building is the manag-
ement’s usfe of 100 percent
materials from Nigeria with
the roofing, tilling and the EPS
cpmpound board made from
the Calabar Free Zone.
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STS Cadlllac

STS Cadillac’s best-looking car

tie STSiessentially is a
retched version of
a[adillac’s hot CTS
sedan and is arguably the
best-looking Cadillac. The
196-inch-long STS replaces
the a_ged, venerable Seville,
which was Cadillac’s most
“European-style” model.
The 2005 STS is
considerably different than
the Seville the company said,
adding that one major change
is the new i*ear-wheel-drive
design, shardjd by BMW and
Mercedes, instead of the
Seville’s ,frortt-wheel-drive
design. Rear-wheel drive
jallows better weight
‘distribution and thus sharper
Thandling. The new STS also
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is offered with all-wheel drive,
which isa “first” fora Cadillac
auto the company said

The 2005 STS is offered
with a 255-horsepower V6 or
with a 320-horsepower V8.
Cadillac says some 70
percentofSTS buyers will get
the V6 and about 10 percent
will order all-wheel drive.

The company said both

engines work with a
responsive 5-speed
automatic transmission,

which is the same Hydra-
Matic unitputin BMWs. The
transmission has an easily
used manual shift feature that
seems superfluous for most
driving.

The V6 only requires 87-
octane gasoline, while the V8

calls for 91-octane fuel. The
V6 provides an estimated 17
mpg in the city and 24 on
highways. The rear-wheel-
drive STS is rated slightly
higher at 17 and 26 because
that engine’s larger size lets
ituse amore economical'rear-
axle ratio. The all-wheel-drive
V8 version is rated at 16 city
and 22 highway.

The brakes are strong and
activated by an easily
modulate pedal with a nice
progressive action.

The quiet interior
provides good space for four
tall adults. The rear seat area
isespecially roomy, although
the center of the back seat is
too hard to be comfortable.

The driver’s seat is well-

PAN takes 407,307 to Fair

P eugeot Automobile
Nigeria (PAN) Limited
has showcased the

new 407 and 307 as star

products at the on going 27Ih
edition of the Kaduna

International Trade Fair.

A statement from the
company signed by the
Public Relations Manager,
Baba Yahaya Mohammed
said PAN has also displayed
Various new generation
vehicles at its pavilion at the
fair. \Y

The Managing Director,
PAN Limited, Mr. Francois
Serre, said, his company has
a lot of confidence in the
Nigerian economy and the
icurrent reforms initiated by
Obasanjo’s Administration.

Mr. Serre spoke at
i Peugeot Pavilion shortly after
the official opening

ceremony of the Fair in
Kaduna with the reforms
currently put in place, the
middle class strata of the

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter

population which was
before the advent of the
refomis was extinct, has now
re-surfaued with appreciable
level of purchasing power.

This, according to Mr.
Serre, would enable the
citizens ofthe country to own
new cars with less financial
crunch. He said the present
cash and carry purchase
system is militating against
the desire of many Nigerians
to own new cars and called
on the Government to
introduce apolicy thatwill be
friendly or convenient.

He said there is need for
consumer credit scheme that
will make cars more affordable
to workers, saying that his
company has introduced a
scheme known as C.O0.M.E.
(Car Ownership Made Easy)
about four years ago with the
aim ofassisting Nigerians to

own abrand new Peugeot car
oftheirchoice through credit
scheme with some banks.

The C.O.M.E. scheme
according to Mr. Serre was
not encouraged by the

selected Banks owing to
structural constraints. He
however revealed that his
company is presently
working with federal
governmenton anew scheme
that will enable Nigerians to
oWn anew car.

The Secretary to the
Federal Government, Chief
Ufot Ekaete who represented
the President, Chief
Olusegun Obasanjo at the
official opening ceremony,
visited Peugeot pavilion
shortly after he declared the
Fair open.

He was accompanied by
the Executive Governor of
Kaduna State, Alhaji Ahmed
Mohammed Makarfi and the
Hon. MinisterofCommerce,
Ambassador Idris Waziri and
European Union
Ambassadors.

Auto Briefs

Honda to sell low-cost hybrid car

onda Motor Company plans to sell a low-cost hybrid car, a
version of its popular Fit subcompact, a Japanese daily
reported, signaling the auto maker’s long-term commitmentto
the fuel-sipping powertrain. Japan’s third-biggest auto maker aims
to sell the Fithybrid as early as next year foraround 1.4 million yen
($11,790), orabout200,000 yen more than the gasoline-only version,
likely making itthe world’s first hybrid to cost less than 2 million yen
($16,840), the leading Japanese business daily said on Wednesday.

The model could be launched in the business year starting April
2007 and would be sold globally, the paper said.

A spokesman denied Honda had made any decision on whether
to hybridise the Fit, but added it had the technological wherewithal
to mount its hybrid system, which twins an electric motor and a
conventional engine to save fuel, on most of its vehicles.

ChiefExecutive Takeo Fukui has long said the prfce premium for
a hybrid over a gasoline-only car needs to fell below 200,000 yen
($1,680) forthe powertrain to go mainstream.

Nissan to unveil light
commercial models

issan Motor Co. said Tuesday that it will introduce four new

lightcommercial models by the end ofMarch 2008 to enhance

its sales of buses, vans and small trucks. The Japanese car
maker, in which Renault has a 44 percent stake, has made the light
commercial vehiclc business one of the key areas in its three-year
business plan that started in April 2005.

The fourmodelswill beamong28 new models that the automaker
plans to roll out under the business plan.

Nissan may launch two more new models in the lightcommercial
vehicle segmenton top o fthe planned four new models, Andy Palmer,
vice president o fthat Nissan division, said at a round-table meeting
with reporters. Under the three-year plan, Nissan is aiming for the
lightcommercial vehicle business to double its operating profit margin
to 8 percentand lift its sales volume by 40 percent to 434,000 vehicles
worldwide by the fiscal year ending in March 2008, compared with
the results in the fiscal year that ended in March 2005. In a bid to
reach that profitgoal, the company is working to reduce costs. Palmer
said.

bolstereaand back-lit
gauges are easy to read
under various lighting
conditions. Cup-holders and
controls are easily reached.
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES

CompanyName

ADSWITCH PLC.

CUTIX PLC

Sector Totals
AGRICULTURE/ACRO-ALLIED
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC.

OKITIPUPA OIL PALM PLC.

THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC
PRESCO PLC.

Sector Totals

AUTOMOBILE & TYRE

DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC.
R.T.BRISCOAE PLC.

Sector Totals

BANKING

ACCESS BANK PLC

AFR1BANK NIGERIA PLC.

FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC
FIDELITY BANK PLC

FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
GTBANK PLC.

GUARDIAN EXPRESS BANK PLC
INVESTMENT BANKING
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.
LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.

NAL BANK PLC.

OCEANIC BANK PLC

PLATINUM BANK PLC

UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC.

WEMA BANK PLC.

ZENITH BANK PLC

Sector Totals

BREWERIES

CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC.
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC.

NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC.
Sector Totals

BUILDING MATERIALS

ASHAKA CEMENT PLC.

BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC.
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC.
Sector Totals
CHEMICAL & PAINTS

AFRICAN PAINTS (NIGERIA) PLC.
BERGER PAINTS PLC.

CAP PLC.

D.N. ME\ER PLC.

NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC.
Sector Totals

COMPUTER & OFFICE EQUIPMENT
NCR (NIGERIA) PLC.

Sector Totals

CONGLOMERATES

A. G. LEVENT1S NIGERIA PLC.

C FAONIGERIA PLC.

CHELLARAMS PLC.

P.Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.

U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.

UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC

U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC.

SectorTotals

CONSTRUCTION

COSTAIN (W.A.) PLC.

Sector Totals

FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.

FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC.
UNION DICON SALT PLC.

Sector Totals

HEALTHCARE

EVANS MEDICAL PLC.
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC
MORISON INDUSTRIES PLC.
NEIMPTH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC.
Sector Totals

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
ALUMINIUM EXTRUSION INDUSTRIES PLC.
B.0.C. GASES PLC

NIGERIA ENAMELWARE COMPANY PLC.
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC.

VONO PRODUCTSXPLC.

Sector Totals

INSURANCE

ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC
AlICO INSURANCE PLC.
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC.
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC.
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC.

LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC.
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC.

ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC.
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE
UNIC INSURANCE PLC.

WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. *
Sector Totals
MACHINERY(MARKETING)
BLACKWOOD HODGE (NIGERIA) PLC
Sector Totals

MANAGED FUNDS

C & | LEASING PLC "

Sector Totals

PACKAGING

NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC

Sector Totals
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.

CONOIL PLC

ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC.

MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.

OANDO PLC

TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC.

TOTAL NIGERIA PLC

Sector Totals

PRINTING & PUBLISHING
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC.
UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC

Sector Totals

REAL ESTATE

UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC.
Sector Totals
TEXTILES

AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC.

UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC.
Sector Totals

Overall Totals
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Quotation(N)

155
2.64

1.07
0.90
18.00
11 50

2.57
5.25

2.56
9.10
511
2.93
37.50
13.70
151
4.57
11.40
1.40
2.80 1
5.61
2.60
11.80
25.48
3.74
19.64

2.31
103.11
36.00

33.80
6.50
6.87
18.01

0.40
3.41
8.51
3.85
4.20

151

1.23
3.74
0.83
16.20
16.74
20.42
0.79

0.99

31.40
56.95
28.50
61.50
191.00
15.75
5.17

2.49
9.98
5.36
0.76
3.23

2.18
2.30
3.63
3.35
1.26

0.79
2.39
1.36
1.20
0.62
0.85
3.26
2.49
2.80
1.30
117
3.09

0.56

1.10

39.00
89.86
2.52
160.50
91.05
95.00
192.90

4.44
157

0.37
1.76

Quantity Traded

276,999
50,100
327.099

15.400

1,000
3,400
487,100
506,900

268,806
54,198
323,004

8,224,181
3,382

950

17,370
4,794.816
1,765,972 -
6.007.700
28,050
35,466,962
6,000
1,955
1.954.743
100,000
3,770.599
1.836.662
187,684
195.844
64,362,870

1,870
778,433
2,734,697
3,515,000

827,590
55.000
516,305
1.014.865
2,413,760

30,000
96,165
16,750
51,589
63,581
258,085

9,208
9,208

15,000
5,472
13,348
111,600
422.236
1,111,150
247,383
1,926,189

337
337

187,625
347,375
515,278
339.602
92,935
3.000

625
1,486,440

155,300
111,726
2,000
9.000
2.377
280,403

2,000
56,522
2,375
151,090
6,473
218,460

69,700
63,300
350,450
96,870
250,415
6,547
47,594
17,067
6,050
52,100
241,651
372,672
1,574,416

1,787
1,787

26.000
26,000

19,150
19,150

81,864
30,392
90,402
32.276
168,640
70,444
180,776
654,794

16,445
2,000
18,445

469,894
469,894

20,200

44,102

64,302
78,456,543

ValueofShares
392,668.59
125.764.00
518,432.59

16.498.00
900.00
61.200.00
5.586.120.00
5,664.718.00

664.296.17
283.10140
947,397.57

21,181.372.61
30,776.20
4.854.50
50,894.10
177,858,067.68
24.458,562.39
9,071.627.00
128.188.50
389.521,800.96
8,400.00
5,474.00
11,115.603.71
260,000.00
44,934,969.28
46.798.147.76
701.938.16
3.846,376.16
729,977,052.71

4,319.70
82,597,445.39
96,657,735.31
179,259,500.40

27.793,699.40
357,500.00
3,413,457.75
18,375,483.59
49,940,140.74

12,000.00

345.371.73
136,256.93
197,942.86
269,440.20
961,011.72

13,904.08
13,904.08

18,450.00
20,087.24
11,078.84
1,807,920.00
7,028,155.70
22,472,685.11
186,612.61
31,544,989.50

333.63
333.63

5,782,090.65
19,812,145.41
14.440,952.60
20,808,329.61
17,711,342.90
47,250.00
3.231.25
78,605,342.42

373,189.00
1,118,231.68
10.720.00
6,840.00
7,677.71
1,516.658J9

4,360.00
134,520.60
8,621.25
512,994.90
7,403.22
667.899.97

55,069.00
151,287.00
465,434.00
116.338.20
148,739.10
5,564.95
155,156.44
42,499.63
16,940.00
70,012.00
281,551.25
1,133,261.00
2,641,852.57

1,000.72
1,000.72

28,600.00
28,600.00

33,105.50
33,105.50

3,187,400.09
2,677,521.82
236,215.39
5,223,087.96
15,367,070.70
7,011,150.60
34,552.498.40
68,254,944.96

73,015.80
3,140.00
76,155.80

4,286,964.78
4,286,964.78

7,474.00

81,5633.52

89,007.52
1,155,029,013.57
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TOP 10 TRADESAS VESTERDAY

SYMBOL VOLUME VALUE TRADES
UNILEVER 1. 111, 150.00 22.472.685.11 124
GUARANTY 1,765.972 00 24.458.562.39 204
UBN 1.836.662.00 46,798.147.76 119
OCEANIC 1.954.743.00 11.115.603.71 56
NB 2.734.697.00 96,657.735.31 324
UBA 3.770.599.00 44,934,969.28 140
FIRSTBANK 4.794.816.00 177,858,067.38 631
GUARDIANXP 6.007.700.00 9,071,627,00 26
ACCESS 8.224.181.00 21.181,372.61 164
INTERCONT 35.466.962.00 389,521,800.96 349
TOP 10 GAINERS
SYNMBOL LASTCLOSE YESTERDAY’SCLOSE CHANGE
TOTAL 185.00 192.90 +7.90
CONOIL 87.00 89.86 +2.86
TUP 30.00 31.40 +1.40
FLOURMILL 27.20 28.50 -ul30
NB 35.00 3£.00 +1.00
FIRSTBANK 36.99 37.50 +0.51
INTF.RCONT 10.92 11.40 +0.48
UACN 16.26 16.74 +0.48
CCNN 6.55 6.87 +0.32
UAC-PROP 9.00 9.26 +0.26
TOP 10 LOSERS
SYMBOL U CLOSE YESTERDAY’S CLOSE CH
GUINNESS 108.49 103.11 -5.38
TEXACO 100.00 95.00 -5.00
MOBIL 165.10 . 160.50 -4.60
NBC 63.97 61.50 -2.47
CADBURY 58.25 56.95 -1.30
AP 39.55 39.00 -0.55
GUARANTY 13.99 13.70 -0.29
OCEANIC 5.80 5.61 -0.19
BERGER 3.56 3.41 -0.15

18.16 18.01 -Q.15

JDA can’t sign contracts on
oil blocks five years after

e Nigeria-Sao Tome and Principe Joint Development Authority
(JDA) has suffered a setback. The setback is the inability of
JDA to sign the Production Sharing Contracts (PSCs) on five
;S in the Joint Development Zone two years after the contracts
‘were awarded.

The News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) reports that JDA had in
November 2004 awarded five oil blocks to aconsortia ofoil companies,
including some multinationals.

But there has always been some elements o fdistrust on the side of

Sao Tomeans in the venture, which was established in February
2001 between their country and Nigeria on a 60/40 ratio in favour of

eria.

This development had impacted negatively on the activities o fthe

tventure since inception. The Sao Tomean attorney-general had in
November last year conducted an investigation into the award o fblocks

The attomey-general’s office had called on the U.S. authorities to
probe the award o f five oil block licenses to ERHC by the JDA based

the reports of the investigation.

ERHC is a U.S. based company involved in exploration and
production ofoil in Africa. Itwon stakes in all the five blocks awarded

ause of its pre-JDA oil activities in the JDZ.

As a result of the report, two American oil firms (Noble energy
and Pioneer) that had an MOU with ERHC to develop blocks two and
three pulled out of the venture. )

The development led to ERHC wooing Swiss Addax petroleum to
take up their stakes in the blocks.

Minister of State for Petroleum Resources, Dr Edmund Daukoru,

“We worked hard as a team to arrive at who gets what in the JDZ,”
Daukoru told the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in Abuja.

The report had alleged that the U.S. based ERHC made improper
payments to key decision makers in Sao Tome in a bid to get the
contract awarded to it.

According to Daukoru, the report is based on the lack of
information and high internal wrangling at the top o f the Sao Tomean
government. “I have a copy of the report and | have rejected it in its
entirety,” he said. The minister said Sao Tome and Principe was
struggling to cope with a multi-party government, with the president
in one party and the prime minister in another.

He explained that ERHC was prospecting in Sao Tome and Principe
before the establishment o fthe JDA and had been providing assistance
to the country in areas of infrastructure and transport among others.

The venture suffered a heavy blow at the weekend in Abuja, when
winners ofblock four assembled to sign the PSC, only to learn that the
Sao Tomeans had requested for more time to study the PSC that was
earlier outlined with their full participation.

The winners of the block led by Addax Petroleum of Switzerland j
expressed surprise at the turn of events.

ChiefExecutive Officer of Addax Jean Clude Gandur lamented the
situation and said such behaviours would discourage investment in i
Africa.

Daukoru had apologised to the international investors on behalfof I
Nigeria and demanded an apology from the Sao Tomean government in
the interest of the venture.

He said the delay in signing the PSCswas denying the two countries

_e revenue for development and expressed optimism that all the
PSCs would be signed in no distant future.




£So, in spite of the prayers all
these people have been mak
ingagainstel-Rufa’i’s coming,
could still enter Karmo?,” a me-
jm-height dark complexioned
in asked rhetorically, in an ex-
matory tone, grimacing as he
irriedly passed a fresh demoli-
in site along the Wuse-Karmo-
wagwa road, adjacent the market

'this prominent satellite town of

e Federal Capital Territory on

day, 19th February, 2006. He
ppeared into the main bowl of
arket at the right hand side of

road without uttering another
rtf.
His quick abandonment of the

bject was expressive ofthe gen-
il resignation to fate which the
sidents of the territory have de-

Yjeloped in respect of demolition
~ver the last two years.
That Sunday was another
cdemolition day at Karmo, and the
jxercise was said to have com-
nenced by 8 am. By 2 pm, not
c(>nly had a vast area been reduced
G o rubble, virtually all those affected
lad either since melted into the
iCarmo population, or were on the
at-oads to other satellite towns,.or
jjfownsjust outside the territory like
Kucigoro, Kuje, Nyanya, Karu,
"Masaka, Dei-dei, Zuba and
aMadalla, witb-whatever they could
nrescue qut of the belongings.
They would live there with
*relations and friends in the diffi-
cult and uncertain life o f relocation.
While some would leave Abuja “for
cgood”, many would not contem-
rplate leaving, and would gradually
j constitute problems to those rela-
tions, as many others would, in-
*stead, follow the process o facquir-
1'ing plots of land illegally, and build-
ing new houses somewhere. These
would be new illegal settlements.
So the problem would continue.
Furore over demolition ofille-
gal structures and squatter settle-
ments, the demolition itselfand its
consequences have, over the last
two years, ceased to strike the resi-
dents ofthe Federal Capital Terri-
tory and' other Nigerians, except
the owners and residents of such
structures on one hand, and the
FCT authorities on the other. They
have aH become routine activities
in normal life within the FCT.
The ownersofillegal structures
and the residents of squatter set-
tlements, are always baffled over
the manner they, as Nigerians, are
chased out of thfcir places of abode
in “our own country” and their
structures mangled, frustrating
them out of their normal life pat-
tern, and throwing them into deep
trauma and anguish. The FCT au-

By Uthman Abubakar
Senior Reporter (Features)

thorities always feel satisfied to
have tidied the territory of some
filth in the process of restoring the
capital city’s master plan. What
strikes people now is where and
how those displaced by demoli-
tion, including those consequently
relocated by the FCT, live.

Daniel Salihu was expelled
from Chika by the demolition ex-
ercise a few months ago. He is now
a squatter at Kuchigoro. “1 had a
house at Chika where I resided. All
of a sudden, my wife called one
afternoon and said caterpillars had
come for demolition. I said Ah! Ah!,
won’t they enumerate before demo-
lition again? | had to leave work
and rush home. By the time |
reached home, they had already
begun the demolition. That wa»
how we were able to drag out the
little we could, and the rest were
destroyed in the process,” he re-
called his ordeal on the demolition
day, which sent him packing out
of Chika.

“Fortunately, | have a brother
at Kuchigoro, who came to my res-
cue. This is how | found myselfat
Kuchigpro now, squatting with
him, but my family is scattered,
some members are in Lagos, while
some are inourvillage in Edo state.”

He said consequent upon the
demolition and his relocation to
Kuchigoro, he had incurred greater
losses than he could imagine. “Ilost
so many things. In fact, my brother
just gave me a room to squat in
order to calm me down from the
trauma of the great loss I incurred.
It has seriously affected my busi-
ness. While Iwas in the process of
relocating my family from Abuja
to the village, | was off business.
None ofmy customers could reach
me any more. So, they all decided
to disperse to other trades. It is
like I am new in the business now.
| amjust starting afresh.”

Mr. Salihu said demolition and
relocation always have grave con-
sequences on those affected, be-
cause of the great losses incurred
in the processes. “Most of the af-
fected have lost their jobs. Some
have even lost their lives in the
process, because they could not
withstand the destruction of what

Isection ofa demolition site at Karmo.

Pegi, a settlementfor relocated victims of tdu/Karmo demolition

they earned throughout their lives.
They just faint and die.”

He explained how demolition
and relocation cause more social
problems, saying, “There are peo-
ple who don’twant to leave Abuja
because of the nature of their busi-
ness. That is, their business is done
in the city here, and they cannot
go out of it" As a result, they keep
looking for houses here and there,
and wherever they go to, they cre-
ate more problems than they can
bear.”

* According to Mr. Salihu, those
whose structures are demolished
move to other villages. Those who
still have cash at hand, start bring-
ing up other illegal structures as
well, which would cause more so-
cial problems in the FCT

Mrs. Mary Ambrose also had
her own house at Chika, which
was demolished, forcing her to re-
locate with her family to a room in
their guest house at Kuchigoro. ¢

“l had a 5-bedroom flat at
Chika. | had travelled to Lafia
(Nasarawa state) on the demolition
day. Before | returned it was
crushed and my properties were
destroyed. How we packed out of
Chika and relocated to this place is
a terrible story to tell. I suffered
before | packed here. The proper-

ties 1 lost in that demolition were
worth N400, 000.1 left there cry-
ing.”

She spoke about the fate of her
business in her new place ofabode.
“l cannot say | have been able to
settle down here, because I don’t
have anything doing now. When |
w.as at Chika I had a shop for petty
trading to sustain the family. My
husband has lost his job. I don’t
sell even soft minerals now. | don’t
have money. We have sold even the
fridges we had. My sister was feed-
ing us. Now she has been sacked.
If I had money now | would return
toourvillage, because 1don’tknow
how and where to start doing busi-
ness.”

According to her, as a result of
demolition and relocation, many
people have died, believing, “If |
were notawoman who has experi-
enced a lot of hardships in life, |
would have followed suit. The
trauma can make anyone affected
to collapse.” She advised all af-
fected by demolition to return to
their villages, “butel-Rufa’i should
give us money to go and build
houses there and start afresh.”

Mrs. Rabi Usman is another
lady expelled by demolition from
Chika. She recounted what el-
Rufa’i “did” to her. “He demolished

my father’s house, my mother’s
house, my younger brother’s house
and my own house. My children
and | escaped with only our lives
from that demolition. The little I
could rescue that day was what |
sold to realize money for our rent
here at Kuchigoro.” She said she
lost her fridge, TV set, VCD and

many other propertie.'-  timating
the total loss at about )0, 000.

“My  brother e at
Kuchigoro gave us t ms to
stay in, and we pa some
money,” she said, re, g, “At
Chika, | had a shop v e | was
selling food items and r provi-
sions. Now | am not v- any-
thing. Only God knc Vv we
feed. I have no money: ; NOW.
I can still recall the da} >unda-
tion of my house was > Chika.
We suffered that day day we
were to buy zinc, we tfeed,
so that we could col e little
money we had, to bu zinc to
roofthe room wherew Idrest.”

According to Mrs. in, “We
are residing in Abuja use we
are used to it. Otherw if | had
even N100, 000, I w Id thank
God, and we will lea\  buja for
good, leave for el-Ruf. id Baba
(Obasanjo),” as she ex sed fear
that even if victims o; nolition

Another squatter settlement springing up near Karmo
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were allocated plots of land to
build houses at a location within
the FCT, a future government
could still expel them with a plan
to “build agames village, technol-
ogy village or any other thing. So
the houses will be demolished
again.”

She said passionately:,,“We are
Nigerians. We cannot become refu-
gees in our own country. Ifwe are
refugees, what of foreigners com-
ing into the country?”, remarking,
“So,:help us tell landlord (el-
Rufa’i) that if he owns today, he
doesn’t own tomorrow.”

At Karmo, on the most recent
demolition day, Pastor Elijah
Eshiene was too devastated to
comment, beyond saying: “peo-
ple should return to their villages
than stay in Abuja,” as he pitifully
surveyed the undulating rubbles
covering the wide expanse of the
demolition location.

However, Sulaiman Abdullahi,
who was at the site to help an af-
fected brother rescue the little
property he could, said already
three of five of his affected broth-
ers had relocated to his house at
nearby Madalla in Niger state. In
due course, he said, they might
have to save money to rent heir
own houses, move out to squat
elsewhere, or even return to their
village because “itis not easy these
days.”

Pegi, about ten kilometers from
Kuje in Kuje Area Council is a vil-
lage where those displaced by the
demolition at Old Karmo and Idu,
have been relocated to by the
FCDA, which allocated them plots
of land to build their own houses
there. A trader at Wuse market
called Victor is one of those relo-
cated there.

“We paid for the plots of land
allocated to us,” he revealed, ex-
plaining, “Those of us relocated
from Idu and Old Karmo are in
.thousands, and each of us was al-
located a plot of land. Actually,
everybody paid N21, 000 for the
plot of land allocated to him. If
your own is 300 Sq metres, you
pay N12, 000 more, which adds
up to N33, 000, but if its less than
300 Sq metres, you pay N6000
more to add up to N27,000. Most
of us paid N27, 000 for their
plots.”
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He spoke of life in their new
place of abode, and the difficulties
they encounter in continuing their
normal businesses. “Here, there is
no light and no water and the road
is not tarred. Moving out o f here is
a devastating problem. 1 spend
N700 to N800 daily to reach Wuse
ftirket to do my trading. Trans-
port is very expensive for us. This
ispne ofthe difficulties everybody
isjracing here.”

Victor complained further:
“There is no latrine here in Pegi.
We defecate in the bush. There are
no bathrooms. We are just manag-

ing. We have just been compelled
to pack in here, but our situation is
very bad. We drink well water here,
and if you see its colour, you will
think it is Burukutu (locally
brewed wine),” saying, however,
that they had resolved to endure
so that they could build their per-
manent homes there.

He appealed: “We want gov-
emment to come and provide us
with water, electricity and market
here. No market here. We find it
very difficult to get our daily pro-
visions here. Everything is expen-
sive.”

Irmiya G. Sarki is an indigene
of Pegi. He said the indigenes of
the village have been helping those
relocated there to feel as comfort-
able as the environment could af-
ford. *

“They say they don’t have the
money to build their houses im-
mediately. They rent houses from
us to enable them build their houses
at their own pace, and according
their earnings. We have been help-
ing them. We don’t charge the nor-
mal rent forthem. Where we charge
N1000 per room, we recognise that
they are in difficulties, so we charge

them N700 per room. We fiave al-
ways observed that they are grate-
ful to us,” Irmiya said.

He added: “We live in peace
and harmony with them. Whoever
amonjthem wants to lay the foun-
dation of his house, we troop there
to help him. Where we should be
paid, we do it for free."

Another resident of Pegi, Baba
Mohammed, gave lack of good
roads, water and light, as some of
the main reasons delaying the
movement of most of those relo-
cated there from Old Karmo and
Idu, emphasizing, however, that

"*Some of them cannot relocate here
immediately, because they don’t
have money to build their houses.
They believe they would rather
look for cheaper places round
town to stay, but some of them
have already rented houses among
us here.”

The fact is: while demolition
has expelled many so called illegal
squatters back to their respective
home states, or other “more toler-
ant territories” in the country, es-
pecially merchants and traders,
who could not withstand the dev-
astation and frustration following
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the near total loss o ftheir earnings
and business capital to an early
morning demolition, it has rather
hardened most others who seem
to have trained well in melting into
unaffected locations within the ter-
ritory, to continue squatting after
every demolition exercise.

So, because they believe demo-
lition cannot scare them away from
whatever they gain in the new fed-
eral capital city, and they must find
places to reside in it, according to
the circumstances and their earn-
ings, they gradually bu:ld new ille-
gal settlements, and dare el-Rufa’i
to come forth.
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Fire razes
fooalstuff
at\Warawa

Ahmed Abubakar,
Correspondent (Kano)

roperty worth over

N2m have been
mazed by fire at
Y andallah Village in

Warawa local government
council of Kano State.

to the
council, Alhaji Isah Musa

The secretary

Gogel who spoke to news-
men on the incident, said
already a committee had
been formed to investigate
how the incident occurred
and to advise it on the
modalities for compensat-
ing the victims.

He said that even as a
committee was formed, do-
nations from well meaning
individuals had started
coming in with the execu-
tive secretary ofthe state’s
pilgrims’ board, Alhaji
Kofar M ata,
doling out twenty bags of

Sani Lawal
foodstuff together with
cash.

The local government
secretary called on public
spirited people to assist
the victims, while charging
members of the area to re-
ciprocate the gesture.

Also speaking, Alhaji
Sadig Sidi urged the vic-
tims to have the courage to
bear the loss, adding that
such calamites could have
been averted if adequate
precautionary measures
were taken.

NAKSS wants hisbhah

T he National Associa-
tion of Kano State
Students has called

on the federal government

the hisbah
board, saying its establish-

to reinstate

:ment followed due process

as stipulated by the Nige-
rian Constitution.

Speaking through the
senate president of the na-
tional body, Comrade Kabiru
Ado Lakwaya, NAKSS said
the federal government had
empowered states through
the constitution to enact
laws suitable to their people,
hence the establishment of
hisbah by the state legisla-
ture to assist its Shari’ah im-
plementation.

According to them, the
essence of federalism is to
accommodate and recognize

Daily Trust
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Tuesday,

Governor Ibrahim Shekarau shaking hands with Prof. M. Yahaya Bichi, provost, Federal College o f Education, after his courtesy call on the governor at Government

House, Kano...recentfy

Cerss, tool forrretion bullcing, says C'tiee chaiman

The chairman, Kano State
Committee on the 2006 Cen-
Alhaji Muhammad
Na’AHah,
charged people of the state

sus,
Lawal has
to support the forthcoming
national census, saying the

By Aliyu S. Machika,
Correspondent (Kano)

exercise is the bedrock of

socio-economic develop-

ment of the nation.
Speaking to Kano Trust,

the chairman said this year’s
census was intended to as-
certain among others the
availability of social facili-
ties, upon which some com-
panies would invest in, add-
ing that it would assist in

bringing in foreign invest-
ment to the state and the
country as a whole.

He added that if such in-
vestments were established
in the country, it would also
go a long way in creating

Kano people asked to eschew bitterness, live in harmony

,eople of Kano State
have been urged to
eschew bitterness
and accommodate one an-

By Aliyu s. Machika,
Correspondent, Kano

the multi-ethnic and reli-
gious entities as clearly
spelled out in the 1999 Con-
stitution, and therefore the
establishment of hisbah
guard through the hisbah
law did not in any way con-
travene the Nigerian Consti-
tution.

They further added that
it was injustice for the fed-
eral governmentto compare
the activities of hisbah
guards to that of militants
groups, especially those in
the south, saying hisbah of-
fers services on moral
counseling, which is in con-
formity with the Islamic in-
junctions, as well as render-
ing necessary assistance to

the police and other secu-

ByAhmed Abubakar,
Correspondent. Kano

other for the progress of

reinstated

rity agencies in the area of
prevention, detection and
reporting of crimes, among
others.

“As a unilateral gather-
ing of Kano State students
across the federation, we are
in total support of the gen-
eral implementation of the
Shari’ah legal system in the
state and particularly the es-
tablishment of hisbah
board,” they maintained.

On the recent cartoon
blasphemy, the association
appealed to all students all
over the country to kick
against the purchase of
Danish research materials,
ranging from
down-loading manuscripts
from internet, and all other
related materials as part of
sanctions against the car-

textbooks,

toon.

the country.

The state’s deputy gov-
ernor, Engineer Magaji
Abdullahi, stated this at a
special prayers session or-
ganized by the Tijjaniyya
Movement Sect, held at the
Kano Emir’s palace during
the weekend.

Magaji Abdullahi said
for leaders to be focused in
discharging their responsi-
bilities, there should be har-
monious existence between
the indigenes of the state
and other people.

The deputy governor
assured that the govern-
ment was determined to em-
powering the youths
through harnessing their
potentialities to make them
more productive in the so-
ciety.

He appealed to the
youth in the state to shun
violence and drug abuse,
which he said were capable
ofruining their careers.

In his speech, the Emir

of Kano, Alhaji Ado Bayero,
stressed the need for peace-
ful coexistence among vari-
ous ethnic groups in the
state, saying that, “unless
peace and harmony pre-
vails, no positive develop-
mentcould be realized.”

The emir enjoined the
people of the state to ac-
tively participate in the
forthcoming census as a
way of bringing out the ac-
tual figure of the people with
a view to having positive
development in the area.

Hundreds of Tijjaniyya
groups who converged at
the emir's palace offered
prayers at the occasion, ask-
ing God for continuous
peace and stability in the
country.

Prominent Islamic schol-
ars that included Sheikh
Khalifa Isyaku Rabiu,
Sheikh Dahiru Bauchi
Sheikh Sisi from Senegal, as
well as emirs of Kazaure,
and Ringim attended the

congregation.

—

employment/job opportuni-
ties to the teeming populace.

Also speaking on the
distribution of facilities by
the federal government, he
said, such distribution was
being done considering the
number ofpeople in a given
area, adding that it was nec-
essary for the citizens of the
state to support and partake
in the headcount for the
state to be adequately con-
sidered in the distribution of
social amenities.

According to him, par-
ticipating in this year’s na-
tional headcount by the
state was essential, because
“it is through this that we
can maintain and upgrade
the status of our religion,
dignity, children and grand-
children.”

Alhaji Lawal Na’Allah
disclosed that his commit-
tee was partnering with the
federal office in the area of
training, especially the enu-
merators in order to equip
thEm with relevant skills to
avpid making similar mis-
takes as it happened during
the trial census last year.

He therefore thanked the

| state government for doing
ieverything possible in terms
lof funding, saying the com-
irnittee has no problem of
I'funds.
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3rd term: YCE challenges Tinubu

Daily Trust

F ko | rust

61 schools to share N600,000

over bribery allegation

he Yoruba Council of
Elders (YCE) has asked
Governor Bola Tinubu
of Lagos State to substanti-
" ate a statement credited to
which accused YCE of
collecting N 17.5m bribe to en-
dorse the third term agenda
of President Olusegun
Obasanjo. YCE Secretary
General Dr Kunlc Olajide, ina
statement issued weekend,
said the governor was play-
ing ‘pedestrian politics” with
the allegation.

Olajide dismissed the al-
legation of receiving money
on behalfofthe YCE to rally
support for President
Olusegun Obasanjo’s alleged
third term plot.

“I wish to state that | did
not receive any gratification
to make arty statement in sup-
portofa third term agenda of
the president at the public
hearing (on amendment ofthe
.Constitution).

“My participation at the
public hearing was principally
to submitthe memorandapre-
pared by the South-South,
South-East and South-West
people on behalfofthe YCE.

Stories by Olumide
Bajulaiye, Correspondent,
Lagos
In any case, the position of
the YCE has been clear in the
communique of the central
working committee meeting
widely circulated and pub-
lished by the media on Friday,
February 24,2006,” he said.

He challenged the gover-
nor to substantiate his claim
with special attention to the
date, time and venue where
the money was received.

"I am very happy that
Tinubu has expressed his
readiness to substantiate his
allegation; so | invite him to
prove his claims by stating
the names of the so-called
facilitators.”

" Olajide was disappointed
that such an unguarded and
unfounded rumour could be
peddled from a highly placed
individual, like Tinubu who
the council treats with rever-
ence.

“It is a shame that having
spent six years as governor,
Tinubu is yet to go beyond
such pedestrian tactics of

politicking. Itis indeed a great
tragedy that a person of
Tinubu’s status could de-
scend so low and to throw
caution to the winds and im-
pugn my character for cheap
political gain.”

He maintained that he
would not have reacted to
such a spurious allegation if
it had not emanated from
Tinubu. “Ordinarily, 1 would
not have reacted to such a
wild, spurious and un-
founded allegation because |
am quite aware of the usual
style of politicians who resort
to unfounded allegations
whenever they feel their pa-
rochial interests are threat-
ened.”

He reiterated that his re-
action became expedient in
view of the sensitive nature
of the issue.

“This reaction is therefore
necessary in view ofthe very
sensitive nature of the issue
and the damage silence
would do to my reputation
and that of the other elder
statesmen who are members
ofthe YCE.”

o fewer than sixty-
one secondary
schools selected
e six educationaldis-
tricts of Lagos State will this
Wednesday share N600,
000.00, while another school
will get N88,800.91Kk.

The funds are to enable
the schools to complete/re-
pair dilapidated structures
within their premises. This
was disclosed by the chair-
person of the Lagos State
Universal Basic Education
Board (SUBEB), Mrs.
Oluwagbemiga Benson, while
affirming that the stage was

set for the formal launch ofthe
UBE in the state.

According to her, the sign-
ing into law ofthe state’s uni-
versal basic education in La-
gos by Governor Bola Tinubu
and the inauguration of a
board to manage the scheme
were parts of preparations for
the, commencement of the
programme in the state.

Barring any last minute
change in the schedule,
stakeholders in the education
sector will this Wednesday

LASG to combat flood

T he Lagos State gov-
ernment has ex
pressed the readiness

of its 570 flood abatement

gang to combat flood as the
rainy season draws nearer.

Environment Commissioner

Tunji Bello stated this while

commissioning new equip-

ment procured for the gang
to enhance effective opera-
tions.

Bello said that the gang
had been working assidu-
ously to ensure that flooding
was brought to an end as ad-
equate provision has been
made to that end.

He said it had been clear-
ing and pumping water from
the manholes in areas like the
Olushi street, off Adeniji

A cross section o fMuslims at meeting o freligious leaders called by Gov. Bola Tinubu o fLagos State...recently.-Tix: Oladipupo Odunewu

Adele road, Lagos Island,
Karimu Kotun, Akin Adesola,
and Sanusi Fafimwa Street, all
in the Victoria Island; Bombay
crescent by Oyenekan street
in Apapa and Kehinde Eta
Oko community road, as well
asAmuwo Odofin.

The gang isworking pres-
ently at Oyadiran Estate, Yaba,
LSDPC Estate Ebute Metta,
Oloto Street, Agege motor
road, Olosa Mushin, Oba
Akran Avenue, lkeja Apakun
Oshodi and Apapa Oshodi ex-
pressway, as well as Ikorodu
road, Ojota and Eluku Street,
ljede, among others.

With the efforts of the
gang, Bello assured that
Lagosians would no more en-
tertain any fear of flooding, as
all the spots prone to flood-
ing are being cleared and
opened up so that water
could flow freely in the drain-
age system.
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assemble at the parade
ground ofthe Police College,
Ikeja, where the governor is
billed to officially launch the
programme in the state.

The SUBEB executive
chairperson said all arrange-
ments had been concluded to
ensure a smooth take-off of
the UBE programme in Lagos.

Education Minister Mrs.
Chinwe Obaji is expected to
be the special guest of hon-
our at the-launch and will flag
offthe UBE pet project, Self-
Help Community Initiative
Project (SCIP), in the state.

Mrs. Oluwagbemiga listed:

some ofthe local government
councils that will present
schools for the collection of
cheques on Wednesday to
include Ajeromi/lfelodun,
Agege, Badagry Epe lkorodu
Ibeju/ Lekki, Mushin and
Surulere.

At least, nine junior sec-
ondary schools will partake
in the gesture, which accord-
ing to Mrs. Oluwagbemiga is
the pilot phase ofthe scheme
in the state.

Also expected at the Po-
lice College, venue ofthe in-
auguration, are officials from
the Abuja headquarters of
the Universal Basic Educa-
tion Commission (UBEC), in-
cluding its chairman, Profes-

sor Anezi Okoro; executive |

secretary, Professor Gidado
Tahir, as well as all SUBEB
chairmen from all the states
in the South West geo-politi-
cal zone.

Collapsed buildings:
Authority organizes
Interactive session in Ajegunle

lhe Lagos State Physi-

c.al Planning and De-
T velopment Authority,
inlits’effort to check the men-
ace ofincessant building col-
lapses in the state, has organ-
ised an interactive session at
Ajegunle, Ajeromi/lfelodun
local council area ofthe state.

Addressing the audience
at the session, the general
manager ofthe authority, Mr.
Suliamon Alabi Yusuf, ex-
plained the benefits of
planned environment to indi-
viduals, communities, as well
as local governments.

He stressed the need for
strict adherence to construc-
tion procedure and obtaining
necessary development per-
mits before commencemento f
property development.

The head of Physical De-
velopment Intervention De-
partment, represented by Mr.
Akinlabi, stressed the need

Kosoko chieftaincy tussle: Tribunal chairman reads riot act

etired Hon. Justice
hkin Holloway, the
airman ofthe tribu-
nalot inquiry into the Kosoko
chieftaincy family dispute,
has foreclosed the strict ad-
herence to law during the
hearing, adding that no one
who is party to the dispute
should see any member ofthe
tribunal.

The retired judge of the
High Court handed down the
warning during the inaugural

session of the tribunal at the
Lagos High Court over the
weekend.

In his opening remarks, he
said that the Kosoko
chieftaincy family dispute,
which had been on for some
time had in the paStxtwo
months taken a violentdimen-
sion and now spreading to
other areas in the state.

He said that goods worth
several millions of naira had
been destroyed while many

people died or became
wounded in the incident.

According to him, “not
only have the commercial ac-
tivities in the areas disrupted,
but there has been a breach
of peace.”

He said that the tribunal
would look into the remote
and immediate causes of the
problem.

It would be recalled that
following awave ofviolence
on the Lagos Island of late.

the state government set up
the tribunal to look into the
remote and immediate causes
ofthe disputes overthe head-
ship of Kosoko family, and
identify groups or persons
responsible for the civil dis-
turbances that followed the
disputes.

The tribunal will deter-
mine the extent of damages,
loss of lives and property
caused by the disturbances,
as well as ascertain the origin

and validity ofthe declaration
made by the royal family con-
cerning the selection of the
head of family, if any, and
whether there is more than
one ruling family.

The recommendation of
the tribunal is expected to
guide the LASG in finding a
lasting and amicable solution
to the dispute.

Further hearings have
been fixed for Wednesday.

foraproper managementand
development of land in the
state for the attainment of a
sustainable environment that
would bring lasting benefits
to the government and peo-
pie of the state.

He reminded participants,
that the purpose ofthe forum
was to enlighten members of
various communities on the
right approaches to physical
and property development in
line with government’s
policy, guidelines agd build-
ing regulations.

The secretary to the local
government area, Mr.
Odumade, commended the
efforts of the authority for
organising the interactive
session, which he believed
would bridge the information
gap between policy makers
and industry players, as well
as put an end to the ugly in-
cident of building collapse
and its attendant colossal
loss.

He implored the people to
engage the services of pro-
fessionals in building indus-
try, who are equal to the task
of upholding professional
ethics in the building indus-
try.

Concluding, the general
manager of the authority
urged the people to imbibe
the culture ofnot building on
drainage systems, along
power lines and to always
observe prescribed setbacks
as provided in the state’s ur-
ban and regional planning
law.

_—— e —"

—_———



age 28

Daily Trust

The Deputy Governor o fKano State, Engineer MagajiAbdullahi (left), discussing with the
Managing Director o fNew Nigerian Newspapers, Mr. Ndanusa Alao, during meeting o fsix
Northern Governors held in Kaduna ...recently

Planned attack on
Christians, a rumour

N iger State government
has dispelled rumours
of an impending at-

tack on Christians by Mus-

lims in the state and advised
the public to remain calm and
go about their normal busi-

- Niger SSG

From Aideloje Ojo,
in Minna
nesses without fear.
The government in a state-

| cannot be used by
Dariye - catholic Archbishop

he Catholic Arch-
bishop of Jos, Most
Relverend Ignatius
Kaigama, hiisdenied reports that
he is being'used by Governor

Joshua Dariye of Plateau State,
forthe laser's political career.

* The archbishop who denied
thisduring a press briefing in Jos,
made particular reference to the
occasion ofhis recentbook pre-
sentation during which the fo-
rum laterwent intcraclosed door
session with stakeholders in the
state including GovernorJoshua
Dariye and Senator lbrahim
Mantu.

Most reverend Kaigama as-
serted that contrary to some re-
ports, the meeting Was never
convened at the Instance ofGov-
ernor Joshu4.Pamy®6.

Catholic AafcMtoceSe*# fc|*
VeryReverendCteiisGoKn.said
itwag in furtheience-ofhis peace

5,000 cattle

f eftM$en.—<) .000 and §,000°
1-~eattteS Ifcrve beei festr
"mated todie anftuaffV in
Plateau State due to hunger-
related diseases resulting
from bush burning.

Legal Adviser. Miyetti Al-
lah Association. Plateau State
chapter, Alhaji Abubakar Gizo
who stated this in an inter-
view in Jos, stressed the need
to redress the situation.

Alhaji Gizo noted that the
cattles depends heavily on
grazing for survival, but la-
mented that bush-burning de-
strovs several acres of uraz-

By Rakiya A. Muhammad,
in Jos
mission in Plateau State that he
convened the meeting to allow
stakeholders in the state to re-
solve their political differences.

“We must state that even
Governor Dariye himselfknows
that the Archbishop cannot be
used by anybody in any way,”
the Vicar-General stated.

He added thatthe Archbishop
did not convey the meeting in
his capacity as the chairman of
the Plateau State Interreligious
Council, but was planned long
before his appointment into that
capacity without any govern-
ment influence.

While noting that the book
presentation was aimed at pre-
ser$B§"
aad.bev

“md~ceae maintainedthat the « e -i

casion was not a book launch
with no intention to raise funds.

{ferwisitariof| i

Pic: Shehu K. Goro

ment signed by the Secretary
to the State Government
(SSG), and issued yesterday
assured that members of the
secrutiy agencies have been
placed on 24-hour alert to re-
spond promptly to miscreants
that may wish to take the law
into their hands.

Daily Trust learnt that ten-
sion has been mounting in
Minna, the state capital espe-
cially among the Igbo resi-
dents who are afraid that the
Muslims may soon attack
them in reprisals for the re-
ported riots in the Eastern part
of the country.

It was further learnt that
many ofthe Igbo traders have
ran out of Mina in panic and
fears thatthey may be the tar-
get of the rumoured attack.

Most ofthem who have the
courage to remain in Minna,
are said to have moved to the
military barracks for protec-
tion.

This may have informed the
government’s statement
which is aimed at cooling the
tension.

The government, in the
statement, advised religious
and community leaders to
warn their followers and sub-
jects against acts capable of
leading to the breakdown of
law and o*der.

©ncej»ore, you are m-
joined to.mamtaiifthe p*g:c«y-

calls to disrupt the peace t&
any way. Thank jtoo,” the

’ statement read in part.

die annually In Plateau

aA. Muhammad,
inJm *

ing reserves which the cattlesl
wpuld hav? Ted on.

He appealed to those who
engage in bush burning to ex-
ercise caution as according to
him. it causes unprecedented
loses to the Fulani nomads.

W hile stressing the impor-
tance of cattle rearing to the
socio-economic development
of the nation. Alhaji Gizo
emphasised the need for the
cattles to be protected.

The legal adviser who also

.spoke on the. state «f the

Miyetti Allah Association at
the national level, called on
the Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji
Muhammadu Maccido. to or-
der for elections into the of-
fice of its national chairman.

According to him. the as-
sociation needed an able lead-
ership to guide its members
towards the up-coming 2005
natioanl census even as he
urged all nomads to actively
participate.

he former chairman of
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former Deputy Senate President

‘Public hearing is afraud’

the Peoples Democra-

tic Party (PDP), Chief
Audu Ogbeh. has described the
ongoing public hearing for
amendment of the 1999
Constitution as' fraud, saying
there was no way amendments
could be made in 108 sectionsof
the constitution injust three days.

Ogbeh, who spoke at the first
formal launch of the Action
CongressofDemocratstACD) in
Jos recently, where most of the
supporters o f the state governor.
Chief Joshua Dariye, publicly
declared theircrossing overto the
new party, said the public hearing
was suspicious, and laden with
ulteriormotives

The fonner PDP chainnan said
even in America where Nigeria
copied the presidential system of
government, it took them 230
years to effectonly about twenty-
seven amendments to their
constitution.

"Today the country is
witnessing the ongoing
amendment of the constitution
where 108 amendments are
supposed to be carried out in
three days. Even in America,
where we copied ourconstitution,
they have practiced it for 230
years, buthave carried out within
that period only twenty-seven
amendments,” he stated.

Ogbeh, who gave reasons for
the formation o fthe MRDD, said

By Andrew Agbese,
inJos

the association was formed
primarily to stop President
Olusegun Obasanjo’s third term
bid.

He said itwas while they were
working towards stopping the
alleged thirdtenn bid ofPresident
Obasanjo that Chief Acese
Anielo, along with others,
registeredthe ACDwith INEC and
they all moved along tojoin the
ACD.

Chief Ogbeh described the
PDP as a party that is dictatorial
and does not allow dissenting
opinion.

The fonner PDP chairman
explained that he was victipiised
into leaving the PDP because he
insisted on defending democratic
norms in the country.

He said his exit from the PDP
was particularly due to a
statement he mack on the then
state of emergency m Jos where
he insisted that all democratic
institutions in the state must be
restored.

“Because | made a statement
on the state of emergency and
said all democratic institutions in
the state mustbe restored, for that,
| became a victim of tyranny in
Abuja,” he said.

At the rally, which held at the
former PDP secretariat inthe state,
various speakers that included

IN
COLLABORATION
WITH

HOSTING
A 3-DAY
NATIONAL SEMINAR
ON

in the Second Republic, Senator
John Wash Pam, Ambassador
Yahaya Kwande, Senator J.K.N.
Waku and a host of others, all
denounced what they described
as the oppressive tendencies of
the PDP.

Senator Waku said he had
earlier warned Nigerians that
Obasanjo is not competent to be
the president of the country. He
said he had been vindicated by
what is going on now as.
according to him. it is evident
that Obasanjo has failed the
nation.

He also stated thatthe ongoing
constitutional amendment is
fraudulent as it was conceived
with the sole aim of securing a
third tenn tor PresidentObasanjo.

Ambassador Kwande on his
part said they were leaving the
PDP because they were not
allowed to participate in the affairs
of a party they had laboured to
build.

‘Today, we are al lhere because
this same party we laboured to
build all these years has been
hijacked by anti-democ-ratic
forces.”

The motion forthe fonner PDP
stalwarts in Plateauto decamp en-
mass to the ACD was moved by
Alhaji Danjuma Maina and was
unanimously carried; afterwhich
the ACD flag was hoisted at the
secretariat.
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Ogeen: Thepolitioanandhisprantomfravali

'n concluding this protest

Iwish to ask some ofyou,

.members of this body
how you would react if, some
day,,after leaving office, you
are accused, tried and con-
demned in your absence. It
may be sweet now because 1
and my NWC are at this end
of the barrel, but this is evil
and evil always crashes un-
der its own weight". Audu
Ogbeh.

The challenge was long
given by Audu Innocent
Ogbeh, former National Chair-
man of the Peoples Demo-
cratic, four months after he
was forced to resign from his
plum position in the party.
Specifically on June 24, last
year, in a letter he wrote to the
National Executive Committee
(NEC) of tlr*party, in which
he questioned the verdict of
‘guilt returned against the
former National Working
Committee (NWC) under his
leadership by the ChiefTony
Anenih-led Committee on
Anambra political crisis,
Ogbeh had challenged the
Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC) to
investigate a petition filed by
certain members of the NEC
alleging that he stole N5 bil-
lion of the party funds.

According to Ogbeh,
“When in January 2005, cer-
tain persons in NEC alleged
that I had stolen N5 billion of
the party funds and filed pe-
titions in EFCC, l assured Ni-
gerians lwould remain in Ni-
geria, travel nowhere, until the

, party had had enough time to
\ investigate the allegations. |
remained here, waiting for an
invitation by phone, br letter
;orword ofmouth. None came.
So, | never got a chance to
;say aword, until conclusions
. |were reached and NEC
;, passed a verdict. Now, the
world has heard that a fraud
ofN 2.9 billion or thereabouts
was committed. Really? Just
how much was the PDP worth
«Jbr N2.9 billion to be stolen
outright?”

Now, with the news of his
sudden arrest weekend at his
Abuja residence by sus-

Ipected officials of the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes
Commissioa(EFCC), amid re-
ported denial by the Commis-
sion that Ogbeh was not in
its custody, it seemed that a
grotesque drama was being
acted with the consequence
ofa heightened tension, until
Ogbeh, suddenly emerged to
announce to apprehensive
Nigerians that he was not ar-
rested. He was quoted as
saying he has been away in
.his cashew farm where there
was no mobile telephone re-
ception. For those who do
not know Ogbeh, a brief de-
;scription would do at this
point: he read theatre arts in
the University even though

By Sufuvan Ojeifo,
Special Correspondent \

he majored in French Lan-
guage. So, if he is good at
acting, it is understandable.
But, the suggestion in politi-
cal circles was that Ogbeh
must have been a victim of
some sortofblackmail. which
was why he cooked up the
story of about being in his
farm while people were trying
in vain to reach him.

Indeed, if Ogbeh had not
surfaced with his seemingly
ridiculous story, which Daily
Trust learned was embarrass-
ing to the leadership of his
new-found party, the Action
Congress of Democrats
(ACD), the searchlight should
have been beamed on the
custody ofthe EFCC as it had
been done already before
Ogbeh’s claims, giving the
Commission aclean bill. Re-
ports that members ofhis fam-
ily in whose presence he was
arrested would not want to
comment was indicative of
yet a possibility: a threat by
whoever “arrested” Ogbeh
that they should keep mum
on the issue or else. But po-
litical associates of Ogbeh in
the ACD had quickly raised
alarm over the safety of
Ogbeh, thinking some politi-
cal capital could accrue to
them from the incident.

N ational Director of
Organisation and Publicity,
Mr. Toyin Razaq had said
such aclaim by the EFCC that
Ogbeh was not in its custody
was dangerous, pointing out
that it would be sad if we
woke up one day to see
Ogbeh’s lifeless body along
the road. According to him,
“Ogbeh could not have dis-
appeared into thin air. Be-
sides, there were reports that
some members of his family
were contacted but would not
want to comment, which
means they must have been
threatened by some means,
whatever it is. This is dan-
gerous, sad and has far-reach-
ing implication for opposition
elements in the country”. The
timing ofOgbeh’s “arrestand
detention” had confirmed the
reported fears within the rul-
ing PDP over the growing in-
fluence ofthe ACD in whose
fold a majority of the found-
ing members and leaders of
the PDP have quietly found
solace and accommodation.
The incident, which came on
the heels of PDP’s recent
press conference on the ac-
tivities of the ACD had rein-
forced the position in oppo-
sition circles that the action
was deliberate and calculated
to cripple the opposition.

Had Ogbeh been arrested
immediately he gave the chal-
lenge in June last year, it
would have been a different
kettle of tea altogether. It

would have been seen in the
context of internal affairs of
the PDP. But now that Ogbeh
had resigned from the PDP
and pitched his tent first with
the Movement for the Resto-
ration and DefenceofDemoc-
racy (MRDD) before gravitat-
ing into fhe ACD, a party

Audu Ogbeh

which is believed to be an as-
semblage ofdemocrats ofthe
defunct Social Democratic
Party (SDP) pedigree, with the
alleged quiet but very strong
backing ofthe Vice President,
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar and
the equally subtle comple-
ments of many state gover-
nors, the “arrest” was easily
interpreted as an attempt to
intimidate and silence the op-
position elements.

Ogbeh’s position as
former National Chairman of
the PDP, under whose leader-
ship the PDP governmentper-
petrated the perceived land-
slide rigging of 2003, has
made it possible for him to
access so many secrets about
the party, a development that
the powers-that-be would not
find funny. This may account
for why he was “arrested”,
particularly if the purpose of
the “arrest” was to engage
him for a short while to en-
able the powers-that-be instill
some fear into him. Hitherto,
Ogbeh was largely seen as a
dogged fighter. He had taken
on President Obasanjo in his
infamous letter on the
Anambra crisis, which culmi-
nated in his forced resigna-
tion. Brilliant and articulate,
he has the eloquence of
speech to put up a spirited

defence of himself and ac-
tions. He did it four months
after his forced resignation
when he faulted the Chief
Tony Anenih-led Committee
on Anambra political crisis,
saying the purpose of the
enquiry by the party was to
establish guilt and prepare

grounds for the final take over
of the party.

Ogbeh, who said that he
was not invited to defend
himself, had, in a four-page
letter dated June 24,2005 and
addressed to the PDP NEC
through the National Chair-
man ofthe party, Col. Ahmadu
Ali, said “the enquiry could
not supercede the audited
accounts of the party by
Messrs Akintola Williams,
our external auditors, a most
reputable firm of accoun-
tants”. According to him,
“something was fundamen-
tally wrong and NEC has to
address it”. But in a swiftre-
sponse, Col. Ali had said, “the
Anenih-led Panel, which in-
vestigated the financial mis-
management in the party, did
not invite ChiefOgbeh to ex-
plain his role in the scandal,
because there was no where
he was directly accused of fi-
enancial impropriety”. A one-
page statement issued by the
former Special Assistant to
the PDP National Chairman,
Theophilous Abbah, had
said, “Those that were ques-
tioned by the Panel were per-
sons who had explanations to
make with regard to how the
party’s funds were utilized. It
was not the National Chair-
man, Senator Ahmadu Ali

alone that complained about
the party’s book keeping
based on the Panel’s report.
Even the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission
(INEC) had variously com-
plained that the parties, in-
cluding the PDP, did not keep
good records. Hence, itwould
be unfair to allege that the
Chairman’s observation that
the financial records of the
PDP had not been well kept
was in bad faith. At present,
the party is engaging the ser-
vices ofaccounting experts to
draw up PDP’s accounting
system in order to avoid such
occurrences”.

Ogbeh had reacted in his
letter thus: “I have finally
been able to see a copy ofthe
National Chairman’s memo-
randum to the 26th meeting
and media and public reac-
tions to your findings and
conclusions and all the ac-
tions taken thereafter. Ordi-
narily, there would have been
no reason for me to react,
since the committee did not
involve me in either the
Anambra crisis or the alleged
fraud in the party. 1 am how-
evercompelled to address this
protest to NEC on the
grounds that | was, after all
Chief Executive of the Party
for the period in question, al-
though Party Secretary,
Prince Vincent Ogbulafor was
the Accounting Officer. On
that ground, whether | was
personally accused or not, |
do hold vicarious responsibil-
ity for the operations of the
Party and cannot therefore
pretend not to be affected by
these grave conclusions.

“Itis for this reason that |
want to ask our respected
National Executive why, in the
nearly four months of the
Annenih Committee sittings,
I was never, notonce, invited
to say aword. Inthe name of
the living God, what manner
of investigation was this?
W hen in January 2005, certain
persons in NEC alleged that |
had stolen N5 billion of the
Party funds and filed peti-
tions in EFCC, | assured Ni-
gerians I would remain in Ni-
geria, travel nowhere, until the
party had had enough time to
investigate the allegations. |
remained here, waiting for an
invitation by phone, or letter
orword ofmouth. None came.
So, | never got a chance to
say aword, until conclusions
were reached and NEC
passed a verdict. Now, the
world has heard that a fraud
0fN2.9 billion or thereabouts
was committed. Really? Just
how much was the PDP worth
for N2.9 billion to be stolen
outright?

“Now that the conclusion
has been drawn, ljust wanted
to ask our distinguished NEC:
Was this a Committee set up
to establish facts or merely to

dramatize fiction? Ifwe, the
ruling party can conduct an
enquiry of this nature and
refuse to question or inter-
view the Chief executive,
whatever happened to the
good old principle of fair hear-
ing? Not even the Spanish
inquisition in those ugly days

of medieval barbarism sent ;

people to their doom without
letting them speak. And this
is the 21¢ century Nigerian
democracy? Did | hear, Dr.
Ahmdau Ali and Chief
Anenih, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees complain
recently that the Deputy Gov-
ernorofAkwa Ibom State was
not given fair hearing in his
impeachment saga?

“And that, as a result, the
process should be nullified?
Realty? Did they apply the
same principle to me in the
course ofthis enquiry? Since
they did not, what is clear then
is that there is one setofrules

—

forthe “beloved” and another :

for the perceived “enemies”
in PDP.

The failure to give me a
chance to appear suggests
an increasingly worrisome
development in our Party, a
blatant disregard for legal
norms, and a steady widen-
ing ofthe highway tojudicial
anarchy. Recent pronounce-
ments by some ofour leaders
suggest no less, and this is at
a time when we seek world
respect, we the ruling Party.
In concluding this protest |
wish to ask some ofyou, mem-
bers of this body how you
would react if, some day, af-
ter leaving office, you are ac-
cused, tried and condemned
in your absence. It may be
sweet now because | and my
NWC are at this end of the
barrel, but this is evil and evil
always crashes under its own
weight”.

Ogbeh’s protest and/or
reaction contained in his/une
24, 2005 letter may serve to
give a useful background to
his “arrest” by whoever did
it. His “arrest” flight not be
unconnected with the alleged
misappropriation of PDP
funds, forwhich some former
NWC members had also been
quizzed by the EFCC. Ifitwas
a continuation ofthat routine
investigation, then it could
safely be assumed that the
EFCC and the PDP had taken
up Ogbeh’s challenge, not-
withstanding his denial that
he was not arrested. Daily
Trust gathered yesterday that
Ogbeh’s denial was taken by
a majority of his associated
with a pinch ofsalt. How in-
credulous it reverberated
through the opposition
circles. Then the question:
was it a phantom arrest or
was it that Ogbeh was a vic-
tim of intimidation and/or
blackmail by his temporary
captors?



Jigawa signs $103
electrification contract

s part of efforts to-
A IWards boosting

.socio-economic ac-
tivities in the rural areas, the
Jigawa State government has
signed a $103m electrification
contractwith a Chinese firm.

The contract Daily Trust
gathered is the biggest of its
kind to be entered into by the
state government since its
election in 1999 in the area of
rural electrification. He added
that it targets over 1014 com-
munities.

Signing the contract on
behalf of the state govern-
ment, the secretary to the
state government, Alhaji
Lawan Yau Roni, said govern-
ment isdetermined to provide
a source of energy to the
people as part of it strategies
to boost rural
industrialisation.

He said 1014 communities
would benefit from the gigan-
tic project which is expected
to last till 2008, stressing that
already thousands of other
villages in the state have been
electrified in the last six years.

The secretary also an-
nounced that the project is to
be financed through a joint
funding by the twenty-seven
local government councils
and the state government.

Nnamani
reshuffles
cabinet

E nugu State Gov.
Chimaroke Nnamani
has reshuffled his

cabinet.

A statement signed by the
secretary to the State Govern-
ment (SSG), Dr Dan Shere, in
Enugu Sunday showed that
the SSG and thirteen other
commissioners were retained.

Three commissioners were,
however, dropped, while the
names of six commissioners-
designate were forwarded to
the state’s House of Assembly
forconfirmation.

The statement said the
commissioner for health, Dr
Festus Uzor, takes over the re-
sponsibilities of the special
adviser to the governor on
Political and Local Government
Affairs, a position formerly
held by Prince Sam Ejiofor.

Mr Cyril Ede now serves as
the Acting Accountant-Gen-
eral, replacing Mr Chineyeaka
Oha.

The statement listed Mr
Luke Mamelu as the new spe-
cial adviser on Project Devel-
opment and Implementation.

Mr Francis Okolo was ap-
pointed as acting head of ser-
vice in place of Mr Clement
Okwor “’'who is on leave.”

From Hassan A. Karofi, Dutsel

‘l want to say that before
the end of this year, most
parts of this project would
have been completed and
with our ongoing capacity
building measures being put
in place in the areas of small
scale industrial development,
skills acquisition initiatives
and massive roads and water
projects, the area of eco-
nomic emancipation will be
enhanced’ he added.

Lawan Roni disclosed
that already, the state inde-
pendent power project which
isanotherprojectaimed atim-
proving energy supply in the
state was nearing completion
and would be connected to
all the villages as partofmea-
sures taken to reduce the epi-

leptic power supply in the
country.

“We are right now dis-
cussing with relevant au-
thorities to ensure we con-
nectourvillages with the na-
tional grid and we believe this
contract will bring an end to
cases ofepileptic power sup-
ply,” he added.

Responding, members of
the Chinese Energy Develop-
ment Company promised to
complete the project as
agreed.

Daily Trust quotes offi-
cials of the state’s Ministry
for Local Government as re-
vealing that already, some
substantial amount of the
project cost had been re-
leased in order to ensure
prompt completion of the
work.

two-day summit on
A _t}lﬂpublic procure-
17 m t bill being
organised by the Civil Soci-
ety Legislative Advocacy
Centre (CISLAC) is sched-
uled to commence in Abuja
on March 6.

The executive directorof
CISLAC, Auwal Rafsanjani,
told the News Agency o fNi-
geria (NAN) that the meet-
ing was being organised
with the support of Restruc-
tured Economic Framework
for Openness, Reform and
Macroeconomic Stability
(REFORMS) project of
USAID.

He said the project was
designed to strengthen the
capacity of key government
agencies and civil society
groups involved in economic
policy making, coordination,
and implementation in sup-
portofthe country’s NEEDS
programme.

Rafsanjani said that the
fate ofthe bill had become a
source of worry to all stake-

Stake
meet 0

procure

holders, especially as no sub-
stantial progress had been
made on its enactment.

“It is in this context that
CISLAC and REFORMS are
partnering on this important
stakeholders’ Summit to
speed up the process of its
passage by the National As-
sembly,” he said.

One ofthe topics for dis-
cussion at the event includes
“An Overview of the Due
Process in Nigeria” by Prof.
Humphrey Asobie, President,
Transparency in Nigeria.

“Public Procurement in
Nigeria” by Prof. Adekunle
Wahab, Senior Special Assis-
tant to the President on Bud-
get Monitoring and Price In-

The National President of Parents Teachers Association (PTA) Alhaji liaruna Danjuma, Mrs. Margaret Ya'u, Social Mobilisation Officer UBE
and Kaduna Stale Permanent Secretary Ministry of Education, Hajiya Nafasa Abba Ka'u, at the flagging-offtraining of self help project

implementation committee, organised by Kaduna Universal Basic Education Board held in Kaduna...recently.

Pix: Shehu K Goro

Nigeria hosts African conference on poultry in March

frican countries are

billed to hold a con-
i | | ference inAbuja be-
fore the end ofMarch to fash-
ion out a common policy of
poultry matters.

The president of the
Poultry Association of Nige-
ria (PAN), Chief Tunde
Badmus, disclosed this to the
News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) in Abuja yesterday.

The conference comes
on the heels of the outbreak
ofavian influenza or bird flu
in some parts of Africa, with
the first case reported in
Kaduna at Sambawa Farms.
Badmus said the conference

was a result of a memoran-
dum ofunderstanding which
Nigeria signed with other Af-
rican countries late last year.

He said its focus was on
how the countries could
evolve acommon policy on
poultry matters.

Badmus criticised what
he called the negative media
reports on the recent out-
break ofavian influenza in the
country, saying members of
PAN were saddened by such
publications.

The association presi-
dent said the publications
had an adverse effect on the
members’ business, both

within and outside the coun-
try.

“Up to now, only six
states are affected (by bird
flu); why not give positive
reports on the remaining
thirty states that are not af-
fected? “he asked.

Badmus explained that
media focus should not even
be on the affected states, but
rather on poultry farms be-
cause some states could have
more than 400 farms and only
two or four farms would be
affected by the flu.

“The interpretation of
various publications was that
the whole poultry-in Nigeria
was affected and this has

gone a long way to damag-
ing the activities in the indus-
try,” he noted.

He said the total number
of birds so far affected was
about 100,000.00 out of more
than 2.8 million birds in the
country.

Badmus said various
poultry samples so far taken
across the South-W est,
South-East, South-South and
the North-East had proved
negative for bird flu.

He, therefore, advised
journalists to always uphold
the national interest in their
reporting, instead of causing
unnecessary fear and appre-
hension.

nolders
1 public
ment bill

telligence Unit.

The objective of the
sion, he added, was to
achieve a sharper perspective
ofthe idea ofpublic procure-
ment bill in terms ofthe socio-
economic, cultural, political
and institutional linkages in
relation to democratisation.

According to him, it is
also designed to ensure the
enforcement of the public
procurementpractices regime
in the Nigerian context.

Tarabagovt
Introcluice
Dug Process

raba says itwill from

now vet all govern-

ment contracts
through its Project Monitor-
ing and Price Intelligence
Unit, otherwise known as the
Due Process Office.

Mr Rebo Usman, the
governor’s Special Adviser
on Due Process, told the NAN
in Jalingo yesterday that the
due process office would
““monitor the way contracts
are awarded and the pay-
ments made to contractors.”

The measure was aimed at
ensuring transparency and
accountability in government,
he said.

Usman added that special
workshops on due process
were being organised forcom-
missioners, permanent secre-
taries, directors and other top
government officials. .

“All subsequent pay-
ments to contractors must to
vetted by the due process
office to ensure that such
payments are commensurate
with the work done,” he ex-
plained.

Meanw hile,
circulars on the matter had
been sent to the various min-
istries, the special adviser
said.

relevant

Gov k>



, agencies in Nigeria'.
Director general of them
centre. Professor Sam.O. Ale;
...Anrfde the demand ihife

A" v i h o»n\e«t» -rre-‘octnre
f imA~*ua.
| ]

'« O ALV

:~gy ?eccmme uieS chat
uni e, mit'" u;mi"iom should

« \ Professor W*? ?
i ~noed Yor ¥ ‘e m

ereei-iturg -?2au Chief i

se- elopmen: can be ‘etter
| -ee.nise * he
"evfcr.i. .ears of uevastation

caused loioniai rule, and
inscribed ;fess- r Ale as a
man with an indomitable
African spirit, who has

jhampn.ncd the reversal in
peonies"' perception of the
mathematical -nces since
he assumed the post of
uifecfbr general.

promise a beit0 tomorrovv.

Addressing the gathering-
shortly before Mato's spe-
ech. the presidentofthe orga-
nization, Miss Bintu Satomi.
said mat ihe organization is
a non-political, non-parusun
,n<: vith no tribaraffiliation
or religious inclination vith
-ole aim-efmaking the-society
a better-place for hitman
stir- i’ aJ.

"We ¢ntnd it necessary
'0 -;uge this programme .vit-
hin the universitv cornmunin
ehc-e average ..ttitude f
every youth is neglected,
mdst .completely lost direc-

n uiiti ;jCu> without min-
ing been corrupt if that viii
wau diem co richer" . -he
auded.

Censlis

"eatibiuu rcpirPatiori

Chief Samuila’ ’ DanisJ
. mmi's on attaches area,
.rprn.'.nee ro the accurate
.nd comprehensive counting
- r.oidajjg in the eokjritrv a
e :eirri;.oping census.
He ir .-.. the stateipent at
?
‘he represer.titf. e fnom-
adic Associations yesterday,
in Abuja.

He said that the eomm-
’ssion is making special effort
to ensuring the full parti-
cipation. of nomads in the
.ensus. adding that prepa-
rations is in top gear to reach
nomads where ever they may
be during the census.

"These efforts can not

|[literacy bane of crises in Nigeria . c <

T he director general.
State Security Serv ices
'SSC;. A'ile:er Lek.m

Are. has attributed the

outbreak of cr.ise- in the

countr. to iack of education
|

"in the country.

He stated this while deliv-
ering a lecture >n,"Security
of-the State: -Roles of be
Imams' at a tw o-tjjg works-
hop for Imams and preachers,
theme "Education and Sec-a-
mitv ‘brthe Nigerian L mmah. ’

of FCT Imams (CFl)int. nr
unction -.ith Islamic' Peace
and Development Initiative

By Mustafa Abubakar.
Abuja

.IPDI1)held in Abuja over the
veekend.

The director-uenetal.
who was represented by ?he
directtng-orTicer. AlHaji Sadig--
Dai'hat, noted that crises
cause state of insecurity in

"Ther'Imam as a-sourceof
enlightenment is therefore
expected to use the platform
ofthe religion to educate andi

S0odshom oy cacthto
“p. the socio-political progr-.
ammes of go- eminent'..md
the general happenings a
our society”.

.NPC parleys

B Benjamin \tiru

results'without tiie succor:
and intervention of he
leadership and rank and file
ofnomadic base eh it society
organisation,” Makama said.

In her address, the exec-
utive secretary of he Nati-
onal Commission for Nom-
adic Education. Dr. Nafisaty
Mohammed, said that they
were in the commission to
give support to the forthc-
oming census and ro find
ways of cooperation.

She described the census
as a national event which
most not be left to the NPC

'adic base civil organisation
is partnering with the
commission

socai' -mi. .ne ‘" r-
esen.Jive of Miyetti Aii*h.
Professor Iferahim Mdkoslfe.
nailed a the commission to
include pastoral leaders in
ad’ oeacy and familiarisation’
campaign to nomadie”®
settlement.

He added that for the
exercise to.be sucees-rul,
field workers' most be trained
"to emespect the culture and.
‘customs o fthe" nomads.

0”er seven pastoral
» men:.:. .
took part in the interactive
session which include. Miy-
etti Allah. Confederation of
Pastoral Association, \lo-
bgal Fulde Cattle Bree-ders.
Pastoral Resolve Group. Ful-
de Development Association
of Nigeria and Al-Hayya
Cattle Breeders Association.

ion

He said that most viol-
ence, including the current
crisis on. the cart-bon-.sag.-,
were borne out of religi.ous
and ethnic intolerance of
other religions, urging hat
verses of the Qur'an prea-
ching peace and. tolerance
should be used in their
sermons.

Alhaji Are added that *

in.' estigations revealed that
acti'. ities ofthe radical Isla-
mist all over they orld started
-inee the Islamic Rev olution
:lran in 19'70. describing the
Islamist activities as political,
aimed at radical implemen-
tation of Islam in the society.
"This attitude has been
another source ofconflictand.,
intolerance that have sev-'
erallv snowballed into :uii
crisis. It i- the responsibilities
s nroin-arr.' v et you. our
youth know that radical

could notbe achie' ed e cept

hr “'oil legal .~"constituted,
means”, he "aid.

vjiini: mpiared
Imamsto manage the percep-
tion of such youths bv refoc-
using their vision and enga-
gingnhem in constructive
Mactivities.

Delivering his .keynote
address, the governor of
Kano State. Mhhm* ibrai---
importance of education and
economic empowerment of
the youths in order to reduce
crime rate and insecurity.

Shekarau. who gave
example of how he used the
Imams and preachers in Kano
to reduce crime rate, restated
the important role of the Isla-
mic scholars in the society as
an agent of positive change.

Earlier, the chairman ofthe
occasion, Ret. Supreme
Court Justice. Bashir Waii,

advisiii the Imams to wake
up to their responsibilities by

the fundamentalsofisiam as

ities.

In his welcome address,
the chairman organising co-
mmittee who is also the Chief
Imam of Wuse Community
Central Mosque Sheikh Taj-
udeen Adigun. -aid he aim
of the two-day seminar was
on ihe tamilranzation of th"i
Imam-, jstablishmenf of
peace and tranqtiiHify m
x igeria. increasing efforts at
educating “the Lanmah and
reminding one another about
the correct teachings of-the
Hob prophet Muhammad.
seminar. itnes-.?d"' by large
chers m FCT and its envirohs
as me li a security chiefs, the
jjanicipanis ackno>«lf£dged

*
5e ar- is i; aroiised tlieir
cfensdiou'sncss.'m terms of
security. OT'iHg their

S

iveeks wifl reflect on the issue.

They therefore called for
condemnation of anybody.
organization or govennnent
associated with the "cart-
oons of penmark". and called
on he Nigerian government
to : it. r'diplomatic relations

eaian government® imme-

lims to boy cott ail Danish and
Norwegian products.

They atso pointed out
that, the selt'-restrain of the
Muslim' community must
never be insulted, appre-
ciating.the reactions of the
Christian Association of

Nigeria fCAN) and Janfat :

Nasi! is.arn. (JNI) as well as
well-jj»ea'ning persons who
condemned the Danish
cartoons.
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Nigerians told to resist °
3rd term agenda

N igerians have been
called upon to
vehemently resist the

move for third term.

The call was made by

Engineer Nura Khalil,

Katsina, AN PP gubernatorial

candidate in the 2003 election

in a statement made available

;to journalists recently.

He said the call was
necessary in order to give
credibility to our nascent

democracy.
Engineer Nura in the
statement appealed to

religious leaders to pray for
peace and stability of the
nation so that Nigerians can
enjoy dividends of
democracy.

The former gubernatorial
candidate urges senate and
members of the House of
Representatives to ensure
that it ispot reflected in the
constitution.

In another development.
Engineer Nura Khalil has
cautioned the Katsina State
governor, Alhaji Umaru
Musa Yar’Adua, over the
proposed plan to rehabilitate
Katsina airport with four
billion naira.

February, 28 2006
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rivers across the
nation have been
urged to desist from
alcohol and reckless driving.

The chairman of the
board of trustees of the Dri-
vers Welfare Club of Nigeria
(DWCN), Chief Eugene N.
Ojukwu, who made the call at
a one-day sensitisation rally
held in Abuja, said based on
the long standing experience

No harm in cooked chickens - ¢ ttee

from one state to the other

maintenance of structures in
the state, adding that Katsina
airport belongs to the federal
government.

According to him, the
money should be channelled
towards the development of
education, health and

he Technical Comm- From Rakiva A. Muhammad Jos \

ittee on the Prevention

and Control of Avian
Flu in Plateau State has
dispelled allegation that
chicken meat and eggs kill,
even as it disclosed that so
far no report of human

fumigated with disinfectants
to avoid the spread of the
virus. 1

He also pointed out that
the federal government dire-
ctive on the restriction ofmo-
vement of poultry products

affects live poultry only.

Meanwhile, the committee
urged all poultry farmers in
the state to formerly register
with the divisional veterinary
offices, Ministry of Agricu-
Iture, Plateau State for proper
coordination.

infection has been recorded
in the state. The chairman of

the committee, Dr. Lenke

Chinke, said this in a

statement in Jos.
“Professionals in the

industry have confirmed that
there is no harm of any sort
in the consumption of
cooked poultry products and
eggs from farms that have not
been confirmed to have the
disease,” he asserted.

He appealed to members
of the public to help the
committee in disabusing the
minds of the public over the
erroneous impression.

Dr. Chinke said that birds
from farms located in Jos and
Bukuru areas of the state
where the infection were
reported have been buried,
while the farms have been

Turakin Kano, Alhaji Nasir Ado Bayero being presented with a gift by
members of Hotoro/Tarauni community when he went there on census
sensitisation tour recently.
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Drivers cautioned
on reckless driving

ofthe association in the tran-
sport sector, it condemned
the selling ofalcohol in motor
parks as it causes reckless
driving resulting to accident
on the high way.

Chief Ojukwu, who said
that the accident claims more
lives than HIV/AIDS dise-
ases, stressed the need for
drivers to be trained and retr-
ained before the authority

concerned give them a
driving licence:
The chairman while

making case for the welfare
of the drivers said it appears
that drivers welfare is not well

B\ Abdulwahab Deji Ajikobi

taken care of, especially when
a driver dies as a result of
accident.

According to him, the
association which is afterthe’
welfare ofthe driverswill look
at the areas of life insurance
policy, training and retraining
ofdrivers and bereaved, and
handicaps among drivers.

The chairman therefore
urged the union executives in
the transport system to see
the association as a partner
that wants to reform driving
profession.

FG appoints new director
for National Library

P resident Olusegun Oba-
sanjo has approved the
appointment of Dr.

Linus N. Ikpaahindi as the

director and chief executive

officerof library.

A statement signed by
the head of public relations
unitofthe Library. Abubakar
Bello Abdullahi, said the
appointment is for a term of
five years.

Until his appointment as
the substantive chief
executive officer of the
parastatal. Dr. Ikpaahindi had
been on acting capacity since
October, 2004.

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma. Reporter N

Born on November 15,
1952, at Korinya in Benue
State, Dr. Ikpaahindi started
his working career in 1978 as
Librarian Il at the National
Veterinary Research Institute,
Vom in Plateau State.

He was a deputy director
at the Centre for Black and
African Arts and Civilization
between 1992 and 2002. In
2002, he transferred his
service to the National
Library ofNigeria as director-
in the department of Readers
and Users’ Services.

NATIONALUNION OF TEXTILE GARMENT & TAILORING

NATIONAL SECRETARIAT:
B6/8 Kubi Street,

Off Naamdi Azikiwe Way,
P.O. B«i 905, Kaduna

WORKERS OF NIGERIA

Tel: 062-232438, Fax: 062-231577
E-mail: nntgtw905<8valioo.com

SUB SECRETARIAT

Textile U taar Hm u,

It ACME R»»t,
Ogba-Lagos

Tel: 11-4923762
Fax: 01-4923763

All correspondences should be addressed to the General Secretary

STATE OF THE NATION

THE PRESIDENT MUST ADDRESS THE NATION

NO TO KILLINGS

The senseless carnage which started in Maiduguri and spread to Bauchi, Onitsha and some other
parts o f the country ostensibly on account of religious reasons has once again reopened the seemingly
closed bloody chapters of Nigeria’s history. The latest avoidable carnage and mayhem reportedly
left in its trail countless number of lost lives, whole properties worth millions of Naira were
destroyed. The point cannot be overemphasized that Nigeria’s economic and social recovery will
remain a mirage unless something urgent is done to halt the vicious cycle ofwastage of human and
material resources via violence and coiTnter violence. At the best of ‘Peace’times, many poor people
die ofavoidable motor accidents, diseases like malaria and HIV/AIDS and sheer poverty. Additional
deaths caused by murderous gangs hiding under the guise of religions to kill *'strangers” are additional
deaths too many.

KADUNA EXAMPLE

The Executive Governor of Kaduna State, Alhaji Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Makarfi, must be commended
for his prompt response which has so far prevented the spread of the carnage to Kaduna State. It
«shows a'govemment that has learnt from the lessons of the recent tragic past. The prompt radio and
television address to the State by His Excellency followed by constant security alert check,
demonstrated sign of good governance. Kaduna State government is assured of the support and
solidarity of our union members in the maintenance of peace and development in the State. Other
state governors and indeed the federal government must follow Governor Makarfi example. Kaduna

example shows that when government is on duty, criminals masquerading under various reasons
cannot have their ways!

It is against this background that we call on the President, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, to urgently
address the nation and assure the citizens of safety of their lives and properties. Citizens must also
be assured of the control measures being taken by government to stop this senseless carnage. After

Almighty God, the only protector we have is our government since 1999, it is a scandal that Nigeria
has lost lives and properties that is only imaginable in a country in a civil war. Nigeria’s efforts in
maintaining peace in Ivory Coast, Darfur and Liberia are globally acknowledged. We should not give
the impression that our competence in conflict prevention and conflict control starts fr'Wwn abroad
while we are exposed to periodic bloodbath at home.

Poor-on-poor mayhem for whatever reason certainly cannot promote development, domestic and
foreign investment and poverty eradication. We advice, that anybody who takes life on account of
anything should be taken as criminal and should face the full wrath of the law.

We are encouraged by the steps taken by the Bauchi State Governor, Alhaji Adamu Muazu, who
apologized to the people for not acting fast to prevent the spread o f the mayhem to Bauchi. We also
acknowledged the efforts of Governor Ngige of Anambra State who personally visited scenes of
violence and consoled survivors. However, what the citizens need is not apology or pity, but
protection of lives and properties by their government. The instant transformation of peace loving
citizens adding value to Nigeria into destitutes at police and army barracks represents the dark-side
ofgovernance. 1999 Constitution with all its imperfections holds that the primary duty o fgovernment
is protection of lives and properties as well as public welfare. Therefore government at all levels
must live up to expectations of those that elected them!

Long live Federal Republic o fNigeria!
SIGNED:

ISSAAREMU
Ag. GENERAL SECRETARY
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Assembly probes specialist
hospital over arbitrary charges

he Bauchi State House of

Assembly has begun probe

into the'sudden increase in
the fees charged by the Bauchi
State Specialist Hospital, the only
referral hospital in the state.

The probe is coming amidst
allegation of N 107.1 m contract
scam rocking the state’s Minis-
try of Health. The contract was

'the supply ofhospital equipment
awarded to Messrs Medicaid Ltd
in August 2004, but the company
was said to have failed to deliver
the equipment.

The House adopted the mo-
tion brought under matter of “ur-
gent public importance" by Alhaji
Jibrin Tafida Lere that the people
of Bauchi State are denied rights
to good healthcare delivery as the
specialist hospital management
has increased charges on services
rendered with more than hundred
percent.

Alhaji Lere, Chairman. House
Committee on Health, told the
House that he received petitions
and cries ofarbitrary increase in
the serviCes of the Bauchi Spe-
cialist Hospital, stating that the
condition has forced many to
abandon the hospital, which he
said was established to carter for
the health needs ofthe people.

According to him, a patient
seeking medical attention at the
specialist hospital is now paying
thrice what he/she usually paid,
adding that the condition became
worse as the hospital lacked
enough medical doctors and

From Tashikalmah Hallah.
Bauchi

rfurses.

Alhaji Lere further explained
that a pregnant woman in labour
has to pay N5000.00 “This is
without any complication,” he
said, adding “if it needs opera-
tion, then the patient has to pay
N 15,000.00, and the same thing
goes for other services”.

The chairman also stated that
the prevailing economy had
forced many not to go to the hos-
pital because they could not get
the money to pay for the ser-
vices.

The House unanimously
adopted the motion and directed
its Committee on Health to in-
vestigate and submit its report to
the House in two weeks’ time.

However, Daily Trust learnt
that the decision to increase the
charges was the desire by the hos-
pital managementto autonomous
from the ministry and it has the
blessings ofthe governor.

Meanwhile, tongues are wag-

,ging in Bauchi over a contract to
supply hospital equipment to the
specialist hospital signed in Au-
gust 2004, but has not been de-
livered to the hospital even when
N75.019.791.80 was paid to the
contractor between August 17 and
23 as mobilization fee.

Daily Trust investigation re-
vealed that the contract was
signed by Professor Iliyasu
Mohammed, the state’s commis-
sioner for health on behalfofthe
state government.

In the agreement, Messrs
Medicaid Ltd was to
“supply\instal medical equip-
ment at the Specialist Hospital,
Bauchi". but Daily Trustreports
that the contractor has not sup-
plied any equipment to the hos-
pital, as a senior medical per-
sonal told our correspondent that
“no equipment was supplied to
the hospital since 1998.”

FCT to get city orchestra

buja, the federal capital
city, will soon have its
.own city orchestra to
boost social activities in the FCT.

FCT Minister Mai. Nasir el-
Rufai made the revelation when
the former secretary, Social De-
velopment Secretariat, Ms.
Bolanle Onagoruwa, led mem-
bers ofthe award winning Capi-
tal Voices of Abuja to present the
2rd placed award they won in
Warsaw, Poland where they took
part in an international choir fes-
tival.

While commending the
group for making the country
proud, the minister assured them
ofcontinued supportofthe FCT
administration to enable them to
excel to greater heights.

Ms.Bolanle Onagoruwa had
in herremarks told the minister
that over twenty-four members
of the Capital Voices of Abuja
were made up of government

Abubakar left Nigeria

V Byesterday for

Bujumbura, the capital of

Iice-President Atiku

Burundi, to represent Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo at
an international donor con-
ference holding today.
According to a statement
signed by Stephen Nelson,
Chief Information Officer to
the vice president, the con-
ference which involves par-
ticipation by the international
communities and donor agen-

By Nasir Imam, Abuja
Property Editor

workers, students and business
men and women. She recalled
that the group had in 2005
thrilled FCT residents to a scin-
tillating music performance
tagged “the Serenade”.

During the week-long festi-
val in Poland in which over ten
countries from different parts of
the world participated, the Capi-
tal Voices competed in the mixed
adult category in which they
steadily progressed to the grand
finale to eventually emerge the
second best.

One ofthe songs which drew
a lot ofattention was “Yoyama,”
an ljaw folk song arranged by
Sam Ojukwu.

Being the only black group
represented at the festival, the
Capital Voices did not only do
the FCT proud but'indeed the
country andthe entire black race.

Tuesday,

February 28, 2006

Donor Conference:
Atiku represents
Obasanjo in Burundi

cies as well as all the eco-
nomic blocks in Africa is de-
signed to seek ways to raise
funds to assist Burundi
achieve rapid reconstruction,
rehabilitation and develop-
ment. The tiny east African
country recently emerged
from a bloody civil war that
raged for thirteen years, and
in which millions of
Burundians lost their lives.

It said that Burundi is a
landlocked country with an
areaof27,834sq.km.

The population, it said, is
six and a halfmillion, made up
of mostly Tutsi and Hutu
stocks. The country is bor-
dered to the west by the
Democratic Republit of
Congo; to the north by
Rwanda and to the east and
south by Tanzania.

‘The country is also one
ofthe poorest countries in the
world. According to esti-
mates, 60% ofthe population
live in extreme poverty. She
was among the thirty African

states designated by the
fourth Lome Convention as

the least developed coun-
tries and therefore desig-
nated for special treatment
under the convention’s
scheme,’ it added.

It said that as one of
Burundi’s most reliable
friends in Africa and key
player in bringing peace and
succour to the country after
its 'devastating civil war,;
Nigeria’s presence at the con-
ference was aimed at assist-
ing Burundi to achieve sta-
bility, development and good
governance.

The statement said that
the vice president was ac-'
companied on the trip by the
minister of State for Foreign
Affairs, Alhaji Tanko
Abubakar, and the Minister
of State for Finance, Mrs.
Esther Nenadi Usman, and
some of his aides. It added
that the vice president is ex-
pected back in the country
today.
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ANPP CRISIS IN SQKOTQ STATE: THE TRUE STORY

ehind every rumour, it is said, there is an element of truth. For quite sometime political
observers had suspected a slow but steady decline and erosion of genuine loyalty amongst the
embers of the Sokoto State Chapter of ANPP. Through various actions and or inactions and

4, THREAT TO THE LIVES OF PARTY LEADERSHIP.
It was alleged that in June 2005, the Deputy Governor was said to have employed the
services of spiritualists to destroy the lives of two most prominent figures in the leadership

sometimes public utterances of some party members, one would be left in no doubt that somethirfgghe ANPP in the State.

sinister was amiss. Indeed, somewhere, somehow someone who had an interest different from that of
the party was up to some kind of mischiefand was undoubtedly working in concert with forces from
within and outside the party to achieve self centred desire at all cost.

This assumption or insinuation on the existence ofa "'mole’ in the ruling ANPP was quick to gain
grounds, as unfolding events began to give credence to it. Furthermore, the mystery behind the ‘mole’
and his co-travelers was unraveled as the days go by. However, as the law of crises management
dictates and as courtesy demands, care and caution needed to be applied. An incontrovertible proof
must be established, the drained members needed to be given free hearing oftheir grouse as dictated by
the rule of law, reconciliation of differences, compromise and consensus, acceptance of guilt, apologies,

' re<union and charting a way forward must all be fundamental as such.

The responsible and responsive leadership of.the ANPP in Sokoto* State under the able,
indefatigable, veteran politician and elder statesman, Engineer Tori Aliyu, convinced beyond reasonable
doubt that the unity of the party was under threat, and conscious of the severe consequences the
division of the party will cause and befall the good people of Sokoto State, who are by every standard
the prime beneficiaries of democracy in Nigeria, swung into action as required by their positions with
aresolve to put a final halt on the senseless drift that was beginning to tear the party apart.

Bearing in mind that behind every action is a deliberate intention, hidden or known, the ANPP
leadership knew that the factionalization of the party, which is the single most potent danger, did not
emerge in a vacuum. Neither was it a spontaneous action, rather a product of an intention.

Thus, the question now is whose intention is it to divide the party? And for what motive? For the
records, the factions in question are two, namely: The Jarrria Group and the Magatakarda Group. The
former is the State Treasurer of the ruling ANPP, founding member, unquestionably the backbone of
the party and a top confidant o f His Excellency, the Governor. While the later is the Deputy Governor
of the State since 1999.

Desire and intention, if at all are not one and the same, then definitely they are closely intertwined.
Perhaps, the only difference is that intention when pronounced/proclaimed is an advanced stage of
desire. Also, it is easier to conceal desire than intention. With the year 2007 around the corner,
therefore, it is only natural for bonafide, competent and qualified party members who have the desire
of holding political offices, to begin signaling their intention for such. In politics, the emergence of
party members as contenders for party tickets at various levels comes in two ways. Either by public
opinion [of party members] or by self declaration [through lobbying and persuasion].

However, all the aforementioned methods of emergence of party flag bearers are subject to the
conditions of [I] the election in question is the first to be contested by the party and [2] it is an
election to ensure the continued hold on the Government by the ruling party but with clear ‘heir
apparent to succeed the outgoing leader’.

Ideally, and all things being equal, the ANPP in Sokoto State, with all its intimidating credentials
of monumental successes and achievements in all facets of societal development, should have a sure
banker return ticket to the Government House come 2007 and the question of who succeeds the Great
.Garkuwan Sokoto should not have either raised eye brows or caused any sleepless nights, needless to
talk of dividing the party at the eleventh hour. Politics is a game of numbers and is guided by the
philosophy of ‘give and take’. To some however, it is a do or die affair, that is, either me or none.

With a very good educational background, experience in the public service and tremendous goodwill,
humility and affability to people, ALIYU MAGATAKARDA WAMAKKO, if not for his own
undoing, would have certainly picked on the ANPP Gubernatorial ticket by the year 2007 on a platter
of gold as he would have merited an automatic ticket having served as Deputy Governor for two
consecutive terms.

Jarman Sokoto, Dr. Ummarun Kwabo A.A. on the other hand, who in today’s Sokoto politics
personifies the ANPP by virtue of his political experience, invaluable contributions to the party
financially; morally, physically and above all his unrivalled God’s gifted ability of managing men and
matters [administrative acumen] successfully no matter how difficult or hopeless a situation appears
to be, would have still used his powers as the Godfather of the ANPP in Sokoto State to ensure the
success of a Magatakarda ticket.

The question, therefore, is why then the factionalization and who engineered it?

GENESIS: The truth, it is said, can never be subdued, for no matter how hard you try, it will
jlways insist on surfacing, just like a piece of calabash when pressed into water. Moreover, one can
fool some people sometimes, but truly ‘cannot fool all the people all the times.

,  Though, the State ANPP was aware and in receipt of written, verbal as well as audio recorded
testimonies and evidences in proof of the infamous and anti party roles played by Alhaji Aliyu
Magatakarda Wamakko, the Deputy Governor of Sokoto State, mindful of the rule of law which
stipulates supremacy of the regular dictates of law; equality before the law and fundamental human
liberties [including right to fair hearing], an eight man committee was set up and inaugurated on the
20Iho f December. 2005 under the chairmanship o f Alhaji Abdullahi Maigwandu Al’Umma to investigate,
Verify and advise the Executives of the State Chapter of ANPP on what punitive measures to be
taken.

The committee, at its first sitting on the 24lhof December, 2005, at the ANPP State Secretariat,
trimmed down to four the numerous charges labeled against the Deputy Governor. The four charges
are as follows:

1. CONSPIRACY AND SABOTAGE.

a.  The Deputy Governor was charged for making attempts to doing rival political parties,

unholy romance.with, and support to opponents of the party and the Government.

b. Sponsoring praise singers to condemn and ridicule the Government.

c. Conspicuous absence at party meetings

d. Refusing to follow the Governor’s convoy when he is traveling on official assignments and
his perpetual failure to receive the Governor at the airport upon his return.

e. Breaching of protocol during the last State visit of His Excellency, the President on 20lhto
23rdNovember, 2005, at both the airport reception and also failure to accompany the
august visitor at all the places he visited.

2. DISRESPECT AND HUMILIATION OF LEADERS

Insulting and humiliating the person and office of the Executive Governor publicly and in
the presence of party members and all the 23 Local Government Chairmen at an Executive
meeting of the ANPP held on 4/08/2004 convened to address the problems of the party. In
his unguarded utterance, the Deputy Governor said, “I wish to assure you that His Excellency,
the Governor [Bafarawa] is an unjust leader”.

FACTIONALIZING THE PARTY

Between the years 2003 to 2005 the Deputy Governor instigated and orchestrated the
division of the party via the setting up of a selfcentred wing christened as “SAl SARK1N
YAMMA” and the establishment of a foundation with the sole objective of preparing ill-
will and disaffection as well as hatred against Governor Bafarawa. The peak of such shameful
endeavour was the public protest against the Government and the ANPP leadership by his
loyalists on the 4 hof March, 2004. To the chagrin of all, when he was asked to rebuke the
action of his supporters, the Deputy Governor retorted that “they were all matured party
members and their actions were merely an expression of their discontent since they were
being pushed to the wall”. What an irony!

All the aforementioned charges were written and served to the Deputy Governor in the spirit of
respect for the dictates of rule of law and fair play and in order that he may prepare his defense as all
charges are punishable under the various and relevant sections of the ANPP constitution. In other
words, the Deputy Governor was invited by the committee to defend himself of all charges.

Though the Deputy Governor did not tum up on the date scheduled by the committee, that is,
on the 26/12/2005, he was said to have sent an official letter headed paper referenced DGO/038/
VOL.I in which he claimed late receipt o f the committee invitation and also that the invitation letter
sent to him was ambiguous as to the date he was required to appear before the committee.

In the same letter, the Deputy Governor pleaded for more time to prepare his defense while
refuting three out o fthe four charges labeled against him. The committee was magnanimous enough
to oblige and give him thirty [30] unconditional days to get prepared. A letter to this effect was
written and sent to the Deputy Governor informing him that the date for the next sitting to be 2IK
February, 2006 by 12.00 noon at the ANPP State Secretariat.

The committee, in its true desire for reconciliation, on the 31/01/2006 sent a reminder to the
Deputy Governor that the grace of thirty days he requested and granted will expire on 02/02/2006,/
the appointed date for him to appear before the committee and clear himselfofall charges hanging orf
him. The committee also informed the Deputy Governor, in the letter, that his absence will not deter
it from sitting on the appointed date and time.

Following the refusal of the Deputy Governor to either appear or send reasons/excuses for his
absence, the committee sat on the appointed date and again did not hesitate to write the Deputy
Governor again that formal hearing o f complaints will begin on 04/02/2006.

Inall, four witnesses appeared and testified against the Deputy Governor on the various atrocities
committed against the party. Ironically, two of the four witnesses were all ANPP executives of
Wamakko Local Government- the Deputy Governor's immediate constituency. These are Mamman
Wakili [Financial Secretary of ANPP, Wamakko LGA] and Alhaji Bako Mai Shinkafa Dundaye [Vice
Chairman ANPP, Wamakko LGA].

Mamman Wakili testified that the Deputy Governor told him that since the ANPP was not going
to make him the flag bearer come 2007, and moreover the party was at the verge of collapsing, he will
be decamping to NDP. Wakili also confirmed that there is division of the ANPP in Wamakko Local
Government along Magatakarda and Jarma lines and that belonging to the Magatakarda camp is the
only guarantee to enjoy any benefit as a party member.

The second witness, Bako Mai Shinkafa, revealed to the committee that the Deputy Governor
has been fanning the ambers of hatred among members against the leadership and that the Wamakko
LGA ANPP executives were completely sidelined in the affairs of the Local Government because of
their refusal to act the Deputy Governor’s script. In addition, the Deputy Governor was said to have
compelled the Local Government Chairman to allocate Hajji seat annually, which is later sold and the
monies shared amongst Magatakarda’s loyalists.

The third and fourth witnesses who testified before the committee, Alhaji Muhtari Abdulrahman
[Chairman, Sokoto State Youth Council] and one Tijjani Bello Lange, respectively confirmed the
intrusion o f Magatakarda's front men in the reception of His Eminence, the Sultan of Sokoto upon
his return from a medical check-up outside the country. Forcing their ways into the convoy of the
returning Sultan, the Magatakarda front men were shouting and chanting slogans which portrayed
Governor Bafarawa as an enemy of the Sultan while Magatakarda his greatest loyalist.

Another evidence tendered before the committee was an audio recorded tape in which the Deputy
Governor and Abubakar Gero Tsamiya were implicated as having gone to some spiritualists requesting
for the killing of Governor Bafarawa and the destruction of Jarman Sokoto.

The committee also consulted and relied upon the following reports as additional evidences to
the charges and testimonies [sworn],

1. Minutes ofthe State Executive meeting o f04/08/2004

2. Police [FIR] on the breach of public peace by some ANPP youth on 04/03/2004

3. Programme of events on the presidential visit of 20" to 22’dNovember, 2005.

Consequent upon all these uncontestable evidences and facts in addition to the blatant refusal of
the accused Deputy Governor to appear before the committee, despite being served sufficient notice,
the committee found him to be guilty ofall charges.

Thus, in accordance with the provision of the constitution of the ANPP as reviewed [2000]
section 24.6, the following recommendations were given by the committee:

1 Onthe firstcount chargeofCONSPIRACY AND SABOTAGE, Aliyu Magatakarda Wamakko

was dismissed from the party.

2. On the second charge of DISRESPECT AND HUMILIATION OF PARTY LEADERS,

Magatakarda’s actions are condemnable and unworthy of his position as a Deputy Governor.

3. On the third count chaise o f CAUSING DIVISION IN THE PARTY, Magatakarda is banned

from holding any position in the party or in the name of the party as he has proved to be
unreliable.

4. On the fourth charge of THREATENING THE LIVES OF PARTY LEADERS he Stands

condemned and should be discarded as the plague he is.

WHAT A TRAGEDY?

The evidences against Aliyu Magatakarda Wamakko. the embattled Deputy Governor of Sokoto
State are quite overwhelming. Much as the verdict passed on him by the eight-man committee and
endorsed by the State ANPP Executives cannot be faulted by any right thinking person.

What is baffling however is that how could someone of Magatakarda’s Educational background
and exposure descent so low as to commit such undeniable and inexplicable acts? What actually got
into him?

Perhaps, in an attempt to employ the Machiavellian theory of ‘the end justifies the means’
Magatakarda did not read far into the book entitled: “The Prince’ where Machiavelli advised against
the use of mercenaries.

While the knowledge of the fact that popular opinion in the ANPP was not on his side might have
led him to do what he did, by begging the sympathy of neighbouring States leaders [who are in any
case not at ease with the monumental achievements of Governor Bafarawa] and whom he found as
willing to do anything that will jeopardize Garkuwa. He thought he could changethe cause ofevents
by hoofc or by crook.

But what Magatakarda and his co-conspirators should realize is that the consequences o fswimming
against the tidal waves is and will always be a disastrous one. By your own undoing, you have caused
your political ship to capsize in the middle ofthe high sea and with no help insight. In fact, you have
dug your own political grave and signed the closure, forever, of.your political career.

Remember, the ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in terms of eomtorl and
convenience, but where he stands in terms of challenges and controversies.

Written by:

Muhammad Bello Abdullahi
Minanata Area, Sokoto
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Akwa lhom holds Economic Summit

lhe Akwa ibom state
government will ori
March '3 this year,
and

for

made

to newsmen in Uyo.
isaying that the summit which
:is aimed at providing answers
to the strategies for the
development and transformation
iof the state, will afford
*Governor Obong Victor Attah
an opportunity to present his
report card ofaccomplishments
Isince 1999.

The summit which will hold
iat Ibom Hall. Dr. Ukpong said,
wiH also sensitise the
participants and provide
ieconomic blue print for the
forthcoming government in
2007.

The commissioner, who is

From Edet Ekanem,
Correspondent Uyo

also the state’s summit
coordinator, expressed
optinjism that after the summijt,
Akwa Ibom people will not
only know-the true ownership
ofthe Akwa Ibom projects, but
will afford the state .the
opportunity for mass
investment arid employment,
adding that*the summit is
organised in a manner that will
permit participants to “talk, see
and commit resources towards
the realisation of the Akwa
Ibom project.

He said the summit has
already enjoyed the goodwill of
several (frganisations that have
expressed commitment to
partner with the government to
organise the summit through
sporftorship %r endorsement

The all-new 2006 Sonata

of some items of the summit.

These organisations according
to the commissioner, include V-
Mobile, Mobil Producing
Nigeria Unlimited, BypmessDay
Newspaper, First #1"City
Monument BanlSr~cfbnic
Bank, Omega Bank {Spring
Bank) Noble House, NNDC,
Champion Breweries and a host
of others.

The commissioner who
described the theme of the
summit, "Akw#lbom Project:
The Emerging - Land of
Opportunities, as timely, said
four practical papers that will
be presented will provide inputs
that will ensure the emergence
of Akwa Ibom state as a regional
and global economic base. » *

According to * the
commissioner, President
Olusegun Obasanjo will be

among these who will grace the
occasion.
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T he Civil Liberties
Organisation (CLO), is
to launch a signature

campaign throughout

Nigeria against the third term

agenda and put in place

strategies* to frustrate the
third term moves.
Presidents of CLO, Mr.

Titus Mann, in a statement
made available to Daily Trust
in Jos, said the campaign was
to “convincihgly
demonstrate the vehement
opposition of Nigerians to
this evil plot.”

« Though he did not give the

exact date the campaign will

be launched, the CLO

president said it would be in.

the next few days.

He added that the result of
the exercise would be placed
before both the National
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Executive
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CLO launches signature

the state
Houses of Assembly.

*Mr. Mann nojed with joy
that '“although the ill-
planned. hpsty restructured
and rigged hearings were
designed to give the third
term plot a semblance of
popular acceptance,”
numerous state delegations
who bothered* to make
presentations at the hearing,
oppose4 the third term bid.
. He emphasised that
deSpite the massive rejection
of third term agenda, it was

on 3idterm

imperative that democratic
forces quickly consolidate on
the demonstrated unity of
Nigerians against the third
tenn amendment by
immediately embarking on an
intensive nationwide
campaign against it.

The CLO president
instructed *oall the
organisation’s zonal and state
structures to immediately
consult with other Non-
Governmental Organisations,
community and other civil
society prganisations and
groups within their areas to
harmonise activities and
strategies to frustrate the
third term agenda.
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e lgbe esmmunity in
Baugh] Ras asked jhe

state government

February 28, 2006

From Tashikalmah Hallah,

rulers risk beingijakle forany
crisis in their domain.

allocate to its members a piece Mr. Nwabia in an inter-

of land to be known as Igbo
village.

This will ease the const-
ant loss of lives and prope-

Jrties during crisis, Mr. Edwin
Nwabia, president general,
Igbo community in Bauchi,
has said.

But Senator Abubakar
Maikafi has faulted the dem-
and, saying “it’s retrogre-
ssive” and it will not augur
well for the quest for national
integration, even as Alhaji
Adamu Muazu, the Governor
has said, local government
Chairmen and traditional

view with Daily Trust Mon-
day explained that the cons-
tant loss of lives and prope-
rties during crisis by the Igb-
0s in the state has made them
a second class citizens in
their country and It has viol-
ated the tenets of the cons-
titution which guaranteed
each citizens live any where
within the federation.
According to him, the
recent crisis has made some
of his members to relocate to
other states where they think
they would be safe during

Daily Trust

crisis, adding that the alloca-
tipn o,t feparate piece of land
within the state would douse
t4RRRIAN aANBPIRIARE 1 47RO CERM -
munity.

“Some of my people are
no longer confident to stay
here. Although the Governor
has assured us of our safety,
and that he would protect us,
however, if we are to continue
to stay here, government sho-
ut map out a place for the Igb-
0s. Let him just give us a piece
of land; let him not build any-
thing on it, but provide access
road, water and electricity and
we would developed the
place and live separately from
our aggressors,” he added.

Justifying the demand,
Mr. Nwabia explained that the

A frican

seek own villag

ggyeEnpmmeaitod fkieano Statee
hhssadloaedddaappdieseod fidaad
to the Igbos in the state, and
the jevel of casualties and
loss of lives during crisis has
been minimal, and added, “the
one we demand here would
not be an exception”.

The president general
lamented that the Igbo comm-
unity were the major losers in
the crisis, but thanked the
governor for his assistance,
saying that the governor has
given them money to resettle
those who lost their houses
during the crisis.

However, Senator Abub-
akar Maikafi, a senator repre-
senting Bauchi central,

faulted the demand, saying
it’s “retrogressive” and does
net fit inte the quest for
national integration.

Senator Maikafi told
Daily Trust that “I really sym-
pathise with them, because
truly they have lost enough
in this unfortunate crisis. But
that does not mean we should
segregate, because this is
retrogressive and does not fit
into national integration. We
want to remain as brothers
and sisters. This is irresp-
ective of one’s belief or tribe,
this what Nigeria wants
now”.

Senator Maikafi explained
that the Bauchi.State govern-
ment has taken adequate me-

e In Bauchi

asures to address all security
tap§8§ aHG 18t 88Fﬂ|ﬁ8H§3IB]
%se who Igst t prope-
rties during the rlot adding |
that “ Bauchi has remained a
haven for all Nigerians and it
shall remain so”
Similarly, the governor

.has said that local govern-

ment chairmen and traditional
rulers risk losing their seats if
they allow religious crisis to
erupt in their domain.
According to the gover-
nor, the government has been
losing much in payment of:
compensation and resettling
displaced people adding that
the government, should be |
thinking of providing more |
infrastructure to t".e people.

First Securities Discount House I-imifeci and African Alliance Insurance Company Limited

two companies with hands on experience in investment Management and Pensions Administration,

Abuja Wot 990 Cadastral Zone. AO Ce>»tiai Business District
(Behind l.pventis Stores). Tel: 09- 6/00S3b

have come together to form Pensions Alliance Limited (PAL.).

Open a retirement savings account with PAL today and ensure that your dreams for

retirement come to life.

Pensions Alliance Limited

234

WWW pensionsaliiance com E-TI

1-2667553. Fax: 234-1 ZEfS

I'ffttr f2>r fifb
Head Office: Bull Plaza (71h Roor) 38/39 Lagos. N»aeria
234-1-2667110. 234- 1 2667710 234—1—26671717

o(fi>penr;ionsatliance com



# «m #mm.mi

FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTRE,
GOMBE, GOMBE STATE

STAFFVACANCILES |

Applications are hereby invited from qualified and interested candidates for the
following positions:<

1. CONSULTANTS

{ONE each in Histopathology, Nephrology and General Surgery}

a. = Minimum qualification requirements:- MBBS, in addition to professional
qualification ofthe relevant Postgraduate Medical College or its equivalent
registrable with the Medical and Dental Council of Nigeria.

b. Salary:-HAPSS 15

MEDICAL OFFICERS/RESIDENTS - 06
a. Candidates should possess MBBS or its equivalent, registrable with the
Medical and Dental Council in addition to having completed the NYSC
programme.
b. Salary:- HAPSS 12

w

. MEDICAL OFFICER (DENTAL) - 01

Candidate should possess BDS or its equivalent, registrable with the Medical
and Dental Council of Nigerian addition to having completed the NYSC
programme.

b. Salary*;- HAPSS 12

o

4. STAFF NURSES/MIDWIVES - 20

(i) Candidates should possess the NRN and/or NRM or equivalent qualification
and who has been duly registered with the Nursing & Midwifery Council of
Nigeria.

(i)  Salary:- HAT1SS 6

5. RADIOGRAPHERS - 02
a. Candidates for this post should possess B.sc Radiography or its equivalent
registrable with the Radiographers Registration Board ofNigeria in addition
» to having completed the NYSC Programme
b. Salary:- HATISS 8

6. MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENTISTS [In Haematology]- 02
a. Candidates should possess BMLS or its equivalent registrable with the
N~ edical Laboratory Science Council of Nigeria in addition to having
completed the NYSC programme
*\

7. PHARMACISTS - 02

a- Candidates should possess B. Pharm registrable with the Pharmacy Council
of Nigeria in addition to having completed NYSC programme.

b. Salary:- HATISS 9

8. COMPUTER PROGRAMME ANALYST - 01

a. Candidate” should posses B.sc/HND in Computer or its equivalent, in addition
to having completed NY SC programme and 5Syears of experience in computer
programming.
Ability to design/develop software in visual programming environment.
Knowledge of hardware repairs / maintenance.
Ability to implement and maintain VSAT/VOIP Installation

e. Salary:- HATISS 8

CONDITION OF SERVICE:- 4 s obtained in other Federal Tertiary Health
Institutions in Nigeria.

METHOD OF APPLICATION:- Ten. copies each of type written applications,
Curriculum Vitae and relevant credentials addressed to:<

THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR,
FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTRE,
P.M.B. 0037, GOMBE, GOMBE STATE.

Candidates should ask three of their referees to submit their report directly to the
address above.

CLOSING DATE:- FOUR weeks from the date of this advertisement. Only
short-listed candidates will be contacted for interviews.

NOTE: Those that applied already need not apply again.

SIGNED:
MANAGEMENT

Daily Trust
!

Tuesday, February 28.2006

SECURITIESAND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

Central Business District
Tower 421, Constitution Avenue, Abuja ~

PUBLIC NOTICE

RE: MINIMUM CAPITALADEQUACY-
SEC DISOWNS LIST

Our attention has been drawn to a publication in a weekly news
magazine, entitled: “SEC Axe Dangles” published on the 20th
of February, 2006.

The article stated that the Director-General, Musa Al-Faki, was
“setto kick out market operators who failed to meet the stipulated
capital base” required for operating in the Nigerian capital market,
while also listing the names of “successful” stock broking firms.

Itis important to set the record straight. Although, the management
is addressing the issue of capital adequacy and has in the process
released asummary ofthe level of compliance with the minimum
paid-up capital requirement by market operators, the Commission
wishes to reiterate that, at no time has it released the names of
“successful stock broking firms” to the public.

The list published by the magazine is therefore not authentic,
especially asanumber of market operators who have not met the
capital adequacy are listed.

The Commission is not unaware that some unscrupulous persons,
who might want to depress the positive intention ofthis exercise,
would want to create systemic panic among the investing public
by attempting to confuse the process.

While restating our commitment to pursue the on-going financial
sector reforms systematically and logically, the management of
the Securities and Exchange Commission is presently reviewing
documents filed by the market operators with a view to ensuring
that operators are adequately capitalized, to function in the capacity
for which they were registered.

The general public should therefore be assured that adequate
oversight measures have been put in place to ensure investor’s
protection.

An authentic list of compliance shall be made public in due
course.

Signed:
Management
Announcer
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A man wheels cartons past a burnt worship centre at Onitsha. Afemale woman and her daughter took on where they take refuge i
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Fire incident in mechanic workshop and spare parts section at Oriapata, Kaduna ...recently

Lo R

Some ofthe participants at the Lagos Zonal Interactive sessions o fthe Presidential Committee on the Consolidation of

V Si

\Emoluments in the public sector ...recently
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PDP vs Triumph newspapers:
Court adjourns to 5thApril

T he Kano State High
Court presided over by
Justice Audu Aboki has

Ifixed April 5th this year for
:continuation of hearing in a

N300m libel suit filed by the

|Peoples Democratic Party

(PDP) against the Kano State

owned print medium, the

| Triumph newspapers.
Itwould be recalled that the

PDP last week sued the

newspaper, its managing

director and others over a

publication which portrayed

that the PDP card carries a

symbol of cross which the

party described as defamatory
to itsgrowing popularity in the
Icountry.

Speaking to pressmen after

From Aliyu S. Machika
Correspondent (Kano)

the adjournment, a PDP
chieftain, Alhaji Sule Lamido,
stated that such a publication
which portrays PDP as a
Christian party is serious,
unfaithful, mischief and
capable ofarousing religious
crisis in the state, saying, “I
think Kano has had enough
ofsuch crisis.”

He added that the party has
earlier demanded the
newspaper, its managing
director and others to reject
the stOry and to apologize for
what they did but they refused,
“upon which we felt seriously
concerned and took the case

to court praying that the eourt
will do justice over the whole
scenario.”

Alhaji Lanaido also said the
impression given by such
publication was that we the
PDP members are not Muslims,
adding “that such statement is

very dangerous both to ouf.

personality, the party and the
continued peaceful coexis-
tence of Nigeria as a one
political entity.”

According to him, the
mischiefdone by the paper is
dangerous as to turn upside
down the PDP’s card just to
tell readers that the card carried
asymbol ofcrosson it, saying
that insinuation is totally lies
and misleading as it was only

done inorderto maneuver the
design on the card to look like
a symbol ofcross.

The chieftain further
queried the publication,
saying it is an implication for
us and very dangerous,
especially looking at Nigeria
and all the political opposi-
tions, emotions, and the
religious intrigues. He said it
was not fairand very irrespon-
sible forsomebody oreven an
organisation to make such a
statement or publication.

He therefore prayed that the
court would do everything
possible to deal with the
situation in order to stop
further occurrence of the
publication.

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Govtwants broadcasting
to go digital

T he Minister of
Information. Frank N.
Nweke Jnr. has said

that the federal government is
committed to making sure that
broadcasting system in the
country embraces the digitali-
sation.

Speaking at a two-day
seminar organised yesterday
by the National Broadcas-ting
Commission in Abuja, the
minister said the digital system
in the mass media is important
to Nigeria if the country must
succeed along the.line of
democracy and governance.

Speaking on the topic
“Preparing for the digital future
in broadcasting,” the minister
said virtually media industry in
other countries had been
transformed along this line.

He enumerated countries
like America, Europe, Canada,
Singapore, Taiwan, Australia
etc and many others, adding
that Nigeria cannot be left out.

By Shuaib Yahva,

Speaking on the significance
ofthetransfonnation. the regional
sale director, Harris Corporation.
Mr. Victor D.H Reardon, said that
the digital transmission gave
room for the transmission on
handset, computer, television,
radio, satellite, internet.

He said other countries
embarked on the system
because'it provided a wide-
range opportunity for quick
dissemination of information to
different regions ofthe society.

Head of Technology, Na*-
tional Broadcasting Commis-
sion, Yomi Bolrinwa said digital
broadcasting was a long,
complex and expensive pro-
cess because itwill affect about
1000 transmitters at 200 sites
which will eventually caus®
everybody to buy new TV sets
for receiving the digital
transmission programmes.

Northern leaders
tasked on education

From Mohammed Abubakar, in Gombe

he former governor ofthe defunct North-Western State,

Alhaji Usman Faruk, implored state governors of

Northern Nigeria to focus on the establishment of
schools ofhigherlearning with a view to bridging the educational
gap between the region and other states in the Southern part of
the country.

Speaking to newsmen in Gombe on Monday, Alhaji Usman
Faruk, who is also aretired commissioner ofpolice, said itwas
the responsibility of the elite in the North to ensure that
education is given priority as it is the only way to succeed in
life.

Commending Governor Muhammad Danjuma Goje for
establishing Gombe State University, the pioneer chairman ofthe
movement for the Creation of Gombe State said establishing the
university was one ofthe 18 points expected to be achieved after
the creation of states.

He suggested that all political office-holders and other elite in
the society must build an educational institution in their locality
as a way ofensuring that education is made easily accessible to
everybody.

“1 call on states that didn’t have their universities to do so
immediately because this is the only way we can catch up with
our counterparts in the South. The establishmentofGombe State
University isawelcome developmentthat should be commended
by all,” said the former governor.

He said he knew how difficult it is to operate when there is no
sufficient manpower because, “when | was governor in what is
now Kebbi, Zamfara, Sokoto, Niger, Kebbi and some parts of
Abuja, we had only five indigenous graduates. Forany governor
now to establish a state university, it shows how much he loves
the progress of his people.”

He described as ignorant critics of the project, saying, it is
nevfera misplaced priority for any state to have its university, as
no investment on education is a waste.

SOLAR ENERGY SOLUTIONS
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Rivers State Deputy Governor, Sir Gabriel Toby (in cap) with his aides inspecting level o fwork on the Nil.8 biIIion Ogoiti-

Andoni-Opobo Unity road ..

.recently. j

AIICO move to meet NAICOM’s
N5bn capital base requirement

I1ICO Insurance Pic’s

moVes td meet the

National insurance
Commission (NAICOM), N5
billion cagjtal base minimum
requirement for insurance
firms in the composite busi-
ness, opens Wednesday,
March 1st.

According to the chair-
man of AIICO, ChiefOladele
Fajemirokun, on that date, its
offer for subscription of 2.2
billion ordinary shares of 50
kobo each and rights issue
of 1.4 ordinary shares of 50
kobo each N2 pershare will
kick off. |

The chairman who. aired
this during the company’s
completiojn boa™d- meeting
said the offer which opens on
Wednesday March 1. will
close on April 7.2006.

As he informed, the joint 1

issuing Mouses for the offej'-
include Profound Securities j
Limited,/Magnartis Finance!
Investment Limited and;
“terling Bank Pic.

The company spelt out|
that proceeds from the offer}
was to meet NAICOM man-;
date as well as for businessj
expansion, informatio
technology upgrade an
working capital.

Speaking at the event*
former Central Bank of
Nigeria (CAN) Governor, Dr.
Joseph Sanusi, endorsed the

Front Bright Ewulu, Lagos

offer and stated that: given
AIlICO’s stay in the insurance
sector that investors are
bound to reap good
dividends.

However, he stressed that-
mhis confidence in the:offer
stemmed from the confidence-

hefhas on members of its
board and management and
expressed the hope that that
confidence is not misplaced.

[The Managing Director,
Continental Re-Insurance,
ChiefA. O. Adejomo, in his
intervention, praised AIICO
for coming to the capital
market before other insur-

No end in ILGtenure in Kano

iocal government
icouncils in Kan<j) state
‘continue witlj th~
present chairmen for as lon*
as thd present administratiop
of Malam Ibrahim Sh”karab
dictated, a Daily' -Trust
investigation has repealed.lj
Tlje law that could limit
the tenure ofthe present local
government councils isyet to
be enacted into law By t(ie
present administration in the
state. ! j j
Competent sources in the
state’s local government
ministry hinted Daily Trlist
that the date pushing for such
a law by the present admini-
stration is not unconnected
with the second term agenda
of Malam Ibrahim Shekarau
who has vowed at a function
soon after his election that
the was not going to seek for
a second term.
“The present chairmen

From Musa Umar kazaure, Kano

haye been instructed to
prepare the grounds for his
re-election. Each chairman
has- been assured a second
terrp too when they finally
allow a law to be passed end-
ing the present local govern-
ment tenure,” the source
added.

W hen contacted, the cha-
irman of Kano Independent
Electoral Commission
(KANSIEC), Alhaji Durba
would notcomment on w'hen
the tenure ofthe present local
government chairmen will
end.

But Government House
sources hinted corresp-
ondents that a law is in the
offing to stipulate the dura-
tion ofthe present local gov-
ernment council in Kano
state, but not did not say
when.

ande flijnis, saying that the
maye is1hound to be succe-
ssfbl. ]

jAlsd, he opined that with
a Huge,capital base, insur-
ance companies in the cou
ntrV wil in future, make better
returnsfas they will have
needec capacity to boost
profit.

M M
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25African countries
may face water scarcity

By Joe Oroye

P resident Olusegun
Obasanjo yesterday in
Abuja hinted that 25

African countries! may

experience water scarcity in

the next 30 years.

He stated this whije decl-
aring open the international
conference on .“Water Sec-
urity and Hydrological Extr-
emes Towards Sustainable
Development in Africa."

According ito President
Obasanjo, the quality of
available water is declining
and the management of the
water resources is weak due
to several factors that-include
weak institutional base,
antiquated financial resou-
rces, lack ofuser involvement
and inefficient regulatory
frameworks.

The defects; and adverse
effects of all the mentioned
basic factors resulted in the
major water resource manag-
ement gaps in Africa, he
noted. n !

The gaps, the president
said, includes limited storage,
degraded jwatershed,
inefficient utilisation and
deteriorating water'quality.

The continent, (ie stated,
has responded as vigorously
as possible toj the$e chall-
enges as the j*frica Water
Vision represents th<)region’s
response to its water crises,
while the financial resources
required for achieving the
targets of the Visior and the
Millennium peve opment
Goals are considerable.

The African Water Task
Force created to help impl-
ement the vision, therefore
recommended th” establi-
shment of the ~frican Water

Obasanjo

Facility (AWF) to *we African
Ministers Council on Water
(AMCOW) which recently
set up the African! W ater;
Facility with the objective of j
mobilising needed resources
to finance established activ-
ities in the water sector, he
said. i

The president revealed
that the African Development
Bank has therefore been
entrusted to host the facility
and take charge of its
administration, j

President Obisanjo ther-
efore urged UNESCO to work
harder on the compilation
and development! of a data-
base of African experts in i
hydrology and water resou-
rces for UNESCO's Internat-
ional Hydrologiial Progr-
amme.

This he added, w'ould pro-
vide access to water .scien-
tists and professionals in
Africa. ]

Also, President C”basanjo
urged UNESCO notto leave
Africa out ofthe initiative on
establishing W ater-related
centres worldwide asipart of
the implementation of a
global water education and
capacity building agenda.

He then drew the atte-
ntion of UNESCO tcjthe urg-
ent need to facilitate jtheeme-
rgence ofa water institute in
sub-Saharan Africa that
could be up-graded into a
UNESCO water c'entre to
become the training hub for
the African region./Nigeria,
he stated, is ready to offer
facilities for such an institute
in collaboration and partne-
rship with UNESCO, he said.

Kdduna State Commissioner ofScience and Technology, Mr. Mato Dary Dogara, right
discussing with Hon. Mohammed Ali, Deputy Chairman, House Committee on National
Planning and Economic Development, at the sensitisation workshop on Statistic Act and

Stbtistical Master Plan, held in Kaduna ...

recently.

Pix: Shehn K. Goro.
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Our disasters are
man-made
-NEM A boss

T he director-general
of the
Emergency Manag-

ement Agency (NEMA),

Alhaji S.S. Makarfi, has

described most of the

disasters in the country as
man-made.

Alhaji Makarfi, who
was speaking to newsmen
yesterday in Abuja, said
the crises in Onitsha,
M aiduguri and Bauchi
were controllable and
unnecessary.

He said everybody was
a stakeholder in disaster
management, pointing to
the role of the states, local

N ational

From Shuaibu Yahya

governments, the police
and the individual.

M akarfi said although
relief materials were
underway to the troubled

spots, he, however, added

that “prevention is better
than cure.”

According to him,
President O lusegun

Obasanjo has directed that
NEMA be given an aircraft
for easy access to some of
the centres.

He said the agency
would distribute ten trailer
load of relief materials to

Bauchi, twelve to Onitsha,
twelve to Asaba
twelve to Maiduguri.

M akarfi said Nigerians
should be eduated on the
prevention and control of
disaster in the country.

On the religious crisis
in some parts of the
country, the NEMA boss
said “regardless of our
differences, we should put
it in mind that we are one
and Nigeria isone.”

He added that the task
of moving the country
forward was not that of
government alone, but a
collective responsibility.

and

Kaduna residents cry out over
parking of petrol tankers

R esidents of Malali
area in Kaduna
north local gov-

ernment area, have raised
alarm over the danger of

parking petrol tankers
with highly inflammable
products in adjoining

streets in the area.

An SOS letter to the
>chairman of the local
government area signed
by Ving-Commander US
Suleiman and copied to the
district head drew the
attention of the
authorities to the dangers
lposed to
property by such unsafe
iact.

The letter reads in part:
1“May I draw your
attention and that of all
istakeholders

lives and

resident in
about the
unmitigated danger in our

Badarawa

From Sani Babadoko,

Regional Editor, Kaduna
midst.

“It has become irresist-
ibly necessary to put
across to you the feelings
of most people about the
behaviour of trailer driv-
ers in our residential area.

“The trailer drivers
have formed the habit of
parking their vehicles
laced with PMS (petrol and
other petroleum products,
that in the event ofany fire
outbhreak
vehicles would pose arc

from these
great danger to our lives
and property.

“This is a prerequisite
for anarchy. The particular
areas | am referring to is
Wurno road, starting from
the Nigerian Defence
Academy (NDA) bus stop.

“Consequently, | am

appealing to the authori-
ties to do all in their pow-
ers, especially to take nec-
essary steps to avert any
mayhem which may arise
from this negligent atti-
tude”.

Barely thirty days ago,
the state government di-
rected tanker drivers to
stop parking within the
Kaduna township to avert
any mishap in the eventof
fire outbreak.

Around the vicinity of
the area at Malali are the
National Population Com -

Halal
Kaduna

mission, office
Fountain Hotel,
International School and
the Badarawa Healthcare
Centre and the Kaduna
State Media Corporation,

vradio studios).

K ~

The Nigerian AmbassadorAlhajiMusa Ibrahimn recently visited the National War College. Here,
he is being received by the commandant ofthe college, Rear Admiral Arthony Isa in his office.

Tuesday, February 28, 2005

COMMITTEE OF FCT IMAMS

CONTACT ADDRESS: WUSE JUMA’A MOSQUE, OPP. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
ZONE 3, P.O. BOX 7468, WUSE, ABUJA.
Tel: 0804-3139395, 0803-3119264, 0803-6787238 0803-3115506
E-mail: fctimamsfglvahoo.com

COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF THE SECOND
CONFERENCE OF FCT IMAMS AT THE CONFERENCE HALL
OF THE NATIONAL MOSQUE,ABUJA 27h-28 "MUHARRAM

1427(AH) 25h- 26" FEBRUARY 2006.

The second conference of the Committee of FCT Imams (CFI) took place on 27Ih 28 hMuharrain
1427 AH (25" - 26" February, 2006) at the Conference Hall of the National Mosque, Central Area,
Abuja with over two hundred and fifty Imams and scholars in attendance.

2. Facilitated by an NGO, Islamic Peace and Development Initiative (IPDI), the workshop was
also attended by Scholars and Imams from Niger, Kano, Plateau, Kaduna and Nasarawa States.
Among dignitaries that attended the conference were:

i. The Executive Governor of Kano State, Alhaji IbrahimShekarau;
ii. The Director General of the State SecurityService, Alhaji L. K. Are (Represented);
iil. FCT Police Commissioner, Mr. Lawrence Alobi fwc

iv. Justice Bashir A. Wali (rtd)

V. Professor Sani Zahraddeen; <
Vi. Sheikh Ibrahim Umar Kabo

Vii. Dr. Mohammed Bashir Ibrahim

viii. Justice Sidi Bage

iX. Alhaji Husaini Ahmad Mahuta

X. Alhaji Kabir YusufYaradua

3. The theme of the workshop was Education and Security for the Nigerian Ummah. Seven well
articulated papers were presented expounding this theme by respectable personalities. They include
Alhaji Ibrahim Shekarau, the Executive Governor of Kano State, the Director General of the State
Security Service (SSS), the FCT Police Commissioner, Mr. Lawrence Alobi, Sheikh Tukur Muhammad
Adam (Kaduna), Sheikh Ibrahim Umar Kabo (Kano), Sheikh Tajuddeen Muhammad Bello (Abuja),
Sheikh Muhammad Khamis (Jos).

4. At the end of the Conference, participants:

i. Welcomed the determination of the FCT Committee of Imams and exhorted Imams from

all parts of Nigeria to emulate this important contribution to Islam;

ii. Condemned anybody, organization or government associated with the “cartoons of

Denmark” and reiterated an earlier call for the Nigerian Government to cut off diplomatic relations

with the Danish and Norwegian governments with immediate effect;

iii. Directed Muslims to boycott all Danish and Norwegian products;

iv. Noted with satisfaction the contributions of the Committee in averting religious and inter-
tribal crises so far within the FCT and pledged to collaborate with all authorities,
organizations nd persons in promoting this important ideal of Islam;

V. Pointed out however, that the self-restrain of the Muslim Ummah must never again be
insulted. In this regard, the Committee appreciated the reaction ofthe Christian Association
ofNigeria (CAN) and Jama’atu Nasril Islam (IJNI) as well as all well <meaning persons
who condemned the Danish cartoons. The Committee looks forward to any vertical and
horizontal dialogue for the maintenance of the peace;

Vi. Appreciated the choice of “Education and Security for the Nigerian Ummah™ as the
theme of the Conference, noting that the provision of both education and security were
the primary functions of government and the yardstick with which its performance is

measured;

vii. Condemned the manner hajj 2005 was carried out and demanded that government investigates
and punishes those responsible for the calamity that befell Nigerian Muslims during the
exercise;

viii. Welcomed the proposed creation of the Hajj Commission and called on those responsible

to hasten the process so as to avoid the type of disastrous fallouts of previous misadventures
in the hajj exercise;

ix. Called on government to reconsider the criteria for selecting teachers atall levels to include
morality as a major index;

5. The Conference expressed appreciation to the ISLAMIC PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVE who facilitated this momentous gathering and pleads with other bodies that have
similar objectives to emulate this deed.

6. The Committee of FCT Imams (CFI) expressed appreciations to all those who attended the
Conference from all parts of Nigeria. The Committee wishes to thank especially the following:
i. His Excellency, the Executive Governor of Kano State, Alhaji Ibrahim Shekarau;
ii. The State Security Service;
The FCT Commissioner of Police; ,

iv. Retired Justice Bashir A. Wali (Chairman, Board of Trustees, IPDI) i
V. All members of the organizing Committee. t
Signed:

Sheikh Tajuddeen M. Bello
Chairman

Is'haq Y. Zango
Secretary
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Riots caused by third termagenda,

says Buh

he All Nigeria Peoples

Party (ANPP)

presidential candidate,
retired M ajor-General
Muhammadu Buhari, has
attributed the recent sectarian
disturbances in the country
to the “government’s mad
rush to third term whether the
country likes it, or not.”

In a press statement in
Kaduna yesterday on the
unfortunate disturbances,
Buhari said.

“W hile it is true that
places of worship have been
attacked, we must not lose
sight of the issues at the root
of these disturbances.

“The nation is under
siege by an incompetent,
corrupt and insincere
leadership. Its actions or
inactions ih the last seven
years have put the majority
of our citizens into abject
poverty.

“The massive unemplo-
yment leaves many youths

From Sani Babadoko
Regional Editor Kaduna
with no option than crime and
thuggery to vent their
frustration. It is these idle
hands that more often than
not take over peaceful and

legitimate processions.

“It  should not be
forgotten that they are left-
over of thugs promoted by
politicians.

Furthermore, many of
them worked side by side
with security agents in the
last elections.”

General Buhari, who was
out of the country when the
disturbances started last
week, commiserated with
families of those who lost
their loved ones on both
sides ofthe sectarian divides,
adding that the immediate
cause of the disturbances
was the “heightened level of
desperation on the part ofthe
leadership, particularly in the
way the constitutional

Cartoon: Muslims
should accept apology

A gainst the backdrop
of escalating
violence that have

occurred in some parts o fthe

country oVer the offensive
publication by a Danish
newspaper on the person of
holy Prophet Muhammad

(PBOH), the spiritual leader

of Ahmadiyya Muslim

Jamaat, Hazrat Masoor

Ahmad, has urged Muslims

to be calm and accept the

apology of the Danish
government.
The spiritual leader

described as inestimable the
honour and esteem with
which Muslims hold Prophet
Muhammad (PBOH) and

described the offensive
publication as “a very
delicate matter for his

'holiness to be a subject of
; ridicule.”

The Ahmadiyya spiritual
| leader, in a statement signed
jby the body’s publicity

secretary, Quasim Akinreti,
jimplored all Muslims to
| projectthe true mission ofthe
| Holy Prophet and called for
|calmness and tolerance
which it said was in keeping
|with the holy prophet’s

exemplary spirit of
jforgiveness as demonstrated
to his enemies and
persecutors after the

'ya group

By Abdulwahab Isa

conquest of Mecca.

The statement
admonished Muslims to
enlighten the world who are
still ignorant ofthe beauty of
the teachings of the prophet
and the excellence of his
conduct, that his mission is
to unite all mankind in the
worship of one God and in
mutual love aswell as respect

without racial or class
discrimination.
The leader of the

Ahmadiyya Muslims world-
wide took exception to
behaviour of some Western
media and Christian
dominated countries that
attempted to ridicule the
personality of the prophet.

According to him, Islam
teaches that no  holy
personality of any religion
should be ridiculed as this
will severely offend the
sensitivity of the followers
which could be an invitation
to chaos.

He described as
unfortunate, the media that
were supposed to inform,
educate and create
understanding and harmony
among different races and
religions, to deliberately
provoke the religious
sensitivities of Muslims.

ari

gMenbiMent s
handled.”

“In their lust for power,
they are,prepared to put their
selfish interests before the
wider interests and well-

being

being of the country.

“If they cannot get their
way, let there be no Nigeria.
This is how callous and
irresponsible they are,” the
former military head of state
declared. He said the
introduction of ethnic and
religious coloration is aimed
at diverting public attention
from the real issues.

‘W hile the people are
killing each other and these
crises are given a sectarian
basis, the leadership is
surreptitiously trying to
change the constitution for
their selfish reasons.

The issue at stake in
Nigeria today is
government’s intent to
perpetuate itself in spite of

the opposition of the people
of this country.”

Buhari appealed to
Nigerians to remain calm,
peaceful and law abiding.
“They should exercise
restraint, even as they are
provoked in the way they
oppose this wunwanted
constitutional change,” he
added.

President Obasanjo (left) discussing with Hon. Mao Ohuabunwa chairman House Committee on Inter-Intra party relations and the
finance minister Mrs Okonjo-lweala during their courtesy visitto the State House Abuja...recently.

Pix: Joe Oroye

Muslims tasked on philanthropic services

"uslims have been

called upon to

further commit
lemseTves to the welfare of
mankind.

In an eight-point
resolution ofthe members of
the Mujahidunat Fil Islam
Society ofNigeria (MUFIS),
Piwoyi village branch of the
FCT council at the end of its
constitution awareness
workshop held at Piwoyi
Central Mosque, the Islamic
organization pointed out that
good neighborliness and
commitments to community
improvement have special
reward before God Almighty.

To demonstrate their
conviction, the members did
not only enshrine this in their
by-law butembarked on road
repairwork in the village.

Imam ofthe Islamic body,
Ustaz Suleiman Akorede, and
the special guest of honour
at the occasion. Brother
Abdulfatia Adediran of the

NTA Abuja, encouraged
Muslims to seek
improvement of their

organization so long as it is
in line with the sunnah.
Otherresolutions that the
society came out with
include: the need for Muslims
to shun corruption,

:From Abdulgafar Gbobaniyi,
Property Desk
misappropriation and
arbitrary spending of the
organization’s funds. They
reasoned that lack of
transparency and
accountability at such macro-
level still manifests if not
curtailed when such
individual becomes anational

leader.

The society also
identifies itself with the
ongoing government

reforms, such as the anti-
corruption crusade and the
up coming national
population headcount and
called on Muslims to come
out on masse be counted.
The society also called
on Muslim parents to ensure
awell integrated Islamic and

W estern education
programme in the course of
training their children. It
argued that with the sound
moral teaching of Islam and
decent means of livelihood
that the western education
can offer, premarital sex aryl
unfaithfulness in marriage as
key factors in the spread of
HIV/AIDS would be
considerably reduce”.

Zamfarabeefs up security

T ie Zamfara State Police
Command has taken all
the necessary security

measures to ensure the

maintenance of peace and
order in the state.

It also mapped out
strategies that will assist it in
enhancing closer
relationship between the
public and the police in the
discharge of its duties.

Speaking to Daily Trust
in Gusau, the state capital,
the command’s Public
Relation Officer ASP Lawal
Abdullahi, explained that a
number of police units,
including the mobile police,
had been stationed in
various locations across the
state. According to him,

From Salisu Zakari Maradun,
Correspondent Gusau
coupled with the present
unrest in some parts of the
country that claimed many
lives, the command found it
necessary to beefup security
and other possible measures
to ensure that peace is not

broken in the state.

He also disclosed that the
police in the state, whose
responsibilities among
others, is to protect lives and
property of the people, and
being the custodians of law
and order, would leave no

stone unturned toward
ensuring the success of the
programme.

The PPRO further stated
that Zamfara State, which is

known for peace, will
continue to remain so,
pointing out that no place on
earth is habitable if there is
no peace. “Peace and
stability are some of the
ingredients of progress and
development anywhere in
the world. Therefore, the
police in the state are 100%
ready to ensure the
maintenance of peace and
other,” he assured.

ASP Lawal Abdullah:

commented* 'her thaf
anybody foui t'ermc
tension wouli> teiy fat
the wrath of icause
don’t need hat \
need is peai

duty ofthe po!>' naint

law and >d,:
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INSIStS on
Indoor for
Melbourne
[warm up

igerian female
sprinster, Endurance!
Ojokolo has declared
at s#e would hit Moscow,
Russia for the World Indoor
iChampionship before heading
for Melbourne for the Com-:
monwealth Games.

In a chat with
nigeriasports.com Ojokolo
said the idea ofjoining the train
to compete at the World indoor:
Athletics Championship de-
rives from her desire to ensure
that Nigeria uses it slots in the*
series in order not to drop in
its rating.

She added that the compe-
tition offers her a personal op-
portunity to tune up in a more
competitive setting to enable
her open up for the Common-
wealth Games.

According to her, though
the national athletics trial,
Mobil Track and Field Cham-
pionship, was worthwhile in
getting the athletes into the
mood for the Commonwealth |
Games, taking up the tracks in
another major event would be
useful ahead of the challenge
of confronting the best from
various other countries as

would be the case in
Melbourne.
TI™e World Indoor Athlet-

ics Cnampionship holds in
Moscow, Russia, from the 10th
through the 12th of March and
the athlete has assured that
she will immediately head for
Australia thereafter.

Ojokolo will feature for Ni-
geria in the women 100 metres
and the 4 by, 100 relay.

Nigerian female sprinter. Endurance Ojokolo, left, has insisted on the World Indoor Championship as her own warm up for the Commonwealth dames in Velbourne.

e commencement date of
the 2005/2006 Nigeria
Premier League, tagged

“The Vmobile League’ suffers a

little setback as the Nigeria Bas-
ketball Federation, NBBF rose
from acrucial board meeting last
Thursday in Abuja to move the

Migerius basketballer Hussaini Gurnet, above, will wait until nixt week

for the beginning of the new season.

opening game forward by one
week citing uneasy calm in some
part of the country.

The media launch earlier
billed to hold in Lagos on Febru-
ary 27 was also postponed to
March 9 while the opening game
of the much-awaited Vmobile
Premier League will now hold on
March 11.

According to the Chairman
ofthe Media/Publicity sub-com-
mittee of the Nigeria basketball
ruling body, Tijjani Umar that the
postponement became neces-
sary since players, officials and
other stakeholders are expected
to gather in a secured atmo-

sphere, which the present situa-
tion in some part of the country
could not afford.

Umar also averred that the
much talked about league com-
mittee have been dropped for a
league advisory committee to be
headed by the league director,
Muktar Khaleh otherwise
known as ‘Malone’, the advi-
sory committee according to
Umar will consist ofeight mem-
bers, one each from the Atlantic
and Savannah conference of the
league, another member repre-
senting the NBBF aside the
league director, a representative

of the sponsor, a representative
of the marketer and two confer-
ence coordinators.

The board also approved
the sharing formula of 40% to
clubs, 20% to the marketer, 20%
for the administration of the
league and the remaining 20% to
the NBBF, which he described
as the best the federation could
offer the clubs at the moment,
but pointed out that the federa-
tion will continue to do its best
to carry the clubs along in all its
activities as it concern the league
in the country.

The sharing formula had
once pitched the federation

against club-owners mostly from
the Atlantic conference with
most ofthem threatening to with-
draw from the premier league if
the NBBF failed to improve on
how much goes to the clubs.
Umar while bearing his mind
on the position of the NBBF
says the federation will not al-
low any individual or group of
persons to hold the federation
to ransom but said the NBBF
will do as much as it can to pro-
vide a level playing ground for
all stakeholders to air their
views which will be taken into
consideration b~Hhe basketball
highest ruling body in Nigeria.

..Ministry dangles olive branch

already strained relationship

n a bid to smoothened the
I between the Nigeria Basket-

the coming of Sambawa to the
sports ministry.
The NBBF had rose to the

ball Federation, NBBF and thehallenge the occasion offered

Nigeria Ministry of Sports and

Social Development which

reaches its peak last December,

the former dispatched its re-
spected Director of Sports De-
velopment, Dr. Amos Adamu to*
attend the board meeting of the

federation which took place last
Thursday in Abuja with a prom-

ise to compensate the Gyang

Buba-led board.

it will be recalled that the

Sports Ministry under the lead-
ership of Dr. Saidu Sambawa had

starved the NBBF of fund be-
fore and during the hosting of the
19th Fiba Africa Championship

for Women that Nigeria hosted

and won last December despite

getting approval months before

then to take it hosting right to
the corporate world where the
federation president and his
members were able to source for
fund for the successful organiza-
tion of the championship to the
amazement of the sports minis-
ter.

The director of sports in the
ministry nigeriasports.com gath-
ered had dangled an Olive branch
before members of the Nigeria
basketball ruling body that the
ministry was proud of their
achievement last December and
will do everything within its
power to compensate the federa-
tion for doing the nation proud.

Dr. Adamu also promised
the board that they will be fully

involved in ensuring that Nige-
ria did not only participate in
the basketball event of the 25th
Commonwealth Games in
Melbourne, Australia but come
back with medals in the men and
women categories.

The Nigeria men team is in
group-A alongside host Austra-
lia, India and Scotland to battle
for one of the two semi-final tick-
ets, which will guaranty them a
place in the medal zone while
the women team is in group-B
and has New Zealand, Malaysia
and Malta to contend with for a
semi-final ticket.

The coach Sani Ahmed tu-
tored men team will open its
Melbourne campaign against In-
dia on March 17, the team which
will parade much of home-based
players with Customs basket-
ball club off-guard Abdulrahman

Mohammed and Ebun Comets
basketball club off-guard, Baba
Kadri Jibril as some of it star-
payers will confront host Aus-
tralia on March 19 and play it
last group-A game against Scot-
land.

Their women counterpart
which will parade the nucleus
of the team that did the nation
proud in Abuja last December
will open their campaign against
Malaysia on March 17, attempt
to brighten its chances when the
Mfon fcJdoka led ladies take on
Malta on March 19 and play
their biggest group game against
Oceania giant New Zealand on
March 20. Scot Nnaji a Deputy
Superintendent of Customs
heads the coaching crew of the
women team with assistance
from the duo of Adewumi
Aderemi and Shola Ogunade.
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modem footballers, it must be

an advantage to position an
academy several distractions
away from the heart of a chic,
sun-kissed city. Barcelona's
youth department lies off the
beaten track, tucked away in the
rural outskirts. Their base is
called La Masia, which means
"the farmhouse'. It is clearly a
fertile spot for breeding.

Two boys who grew up
together at La Masia
commanded the Champions
League stage on two sensational
nights last week. They are aged
:18 and they were brave enough
to.-,move to a new country to
furjfher their football careers
before the hint of a teenage
growth spurt. They have
grasped their chance with
eyecatching wit, character and
maturity. And a few days ago
they left a football stadium far
more prominent players than
when they arrived.

Although Francesc Fabregas
vvaltzed out of the Bernabeu
with praise ringing in his ears
and Lionel Messi escaped
Stamford Bridge with a minder
w.atching his back, the
consequences were the same:
welcome to the seriously big
time.

Cesc and Leo. whose
friendship dates back to
PlayStation sessions at the
farmhouse, reached that moment
when a buddirt!?career leaps into
the deep end. They have gone
beyond rite compulsion to
measure them by their
youthfulness. They are that
«ood already. That they proved
it at the two richest clubs in
IEurope is particularly
isatisfying. These are players
who cost their employers little
‘more than the bills for scouting
and development and the time
they put irlto the pastoral care
that has enabled them to
iblossom.

It-was comical to see Real
;Madrid take one close™ look at
i Fabregas before hurrying to fuel
a bandwagon with speculation
that he is a transfer target for
president Florentino Perez. The
inext night it was fun imagining
how Roman Abramovich might
have assessed Messi’s worth.
|But prising either prodigy from
this club would be a tall order.
Fabregas is contracted to Arsenal
until 2011 and acts as if he
cannot believe’his luck. Messi’s
present deal takes him up to
2014 and contains a buyout
clause as staggeringly
prohibitive as Ronaldinho’s -
more than £100m. The vultures
may as well swoop off.

This is the fifth arrangement
struck between Barcelona and
Messi, so conscious are they of
protecting their jewel. Five
years ago, so the story goes, it
‘was in the restaurant of a tennis
club that Barcelona secured the
signature of a tiny yet hugely
ibeguiling Argentine boy on the
back ofa napkin. Charly Rexach,
Barca’s sporting director at the
time, had sensed that'.the
youngster’s representative was
having second thoughts. After
all, Messi was only 13, and to
|uproot and cross the Atlantic
was a life-changing decision.
Rexach asked a waiter for
something on w'hich to scribble
out a makeshift contract. As he
recalls: ‘lwrote something like,
“As sporting~director of the
dub, I guarantee that the club
will assume all responsibility for
the Messi family if they come
to live in Barcelona and the kid
ijoins the club.” *

If Barcelona had shown half
as much determination with one
lof his peers, they would'have
two of the most talented
teenagers in world football.
Fabregas is the one that got
away.

Cesc and Leo complemented
each other well. ‘We won
everything together in our age
group and we used to love

In the business of grooming
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playing one-twos on the pitch.
We had a great understanding,’
recalls Fabregas. But local lads
are sometimes overlooked
compared to imports and while
Barca attended to Messi, they
took their time in offering
Fabregas professional terms.
Arsenal - who had admired the
Catalan midfielder for some time
- were ready with a big

Fabregas

commitment. Their beliefin his
talent and the feeling that he
would be promoted more
quickly at«Highbury, swung it.

Coming from a familv of Nou
Camp season-ticket holders,
Fabregas did not find it easy to
bid farewell to his friends at La
Masia. But his bold choice was
vindicated at the Bernabeu last
week. In the grandest occasion
of his career so far, tljp youngest
player on the pitch conducted
the game with the perception of
an old master.

As he trotted offwhen he was
substituted in the dying seconds,
a spontaneous ovation cascaded
around the Bernabeu’s four
sides. What an accolade. In his
first match as a professional
footballer in his homeland he had
earned the instant respect of his
compatriots. The next day’s
newspapers were effusive.

‘Credit to the scouts who
spirited Cesc away to English
football. It ended up being
humiliating to watch Gravesen
struggling to control the midfield

tsUiiy Tn*Si

Sports

Thetwoamigos

As the knockout stages ofthe Champions League burst into action in
spectacular style last week withfantastic nights offootball in Madrid
and London, two teenagers who grew up together in Spain caughtthe
eye. Amy Lawrence charts the rise and rise ofFabregas and Messi...

for Madrid, while Fabregas was
doing it for Arsenal,”commented
AS.

‘While the galacticos made
complete fools of themselves,
the whole of European football
is in awe of Cesc," wrote Sport,
a Catalan paper that enjoyed
sticking an extra needle in their
rival's backside.

Local pride in Fabregas’s

development is one thing, but it
is asore point for Barcelona that
he left to make the grade. The
story exposes how difficult it is
to balance developing
youngsters with signing
experienced players. Fabregas
has already played almost 100
games for Arsenal and it is
doubtful that he would have
spent much time in a Barcelona
first team with Xavi, Deco,
Mark van Bommel, Andres
Iniesta, Thiago Motta and Gabri
ahead of him in the midfield
pecking order. He appreciates
the equality he enjoyed at
Highbury from day one, saying:
‘I never trained with the first
team at Barcelona, but I’ve
spoken to Messi. He says if you
do something wrong, everyone
says, “He’syoung, it’s OK.” It’s
not like that here. Here you’re
treated like all the other
players.’

His accelerated experience at
Arsenal makes Fabregas a
contender for a place in Spain’s
World Cup squad. His selection

for Wednesday’s friendly against
Ivory Coast is rew'ard for his
excellence at the Bernabeu.
Playing at Real was an essential
rite of passage for this
determined and intelligent young
man. ‘I really wanted to show
people that 1 could play Tiere,’
he said. ‘1hope I’ll be able to go
to the World Cup. And the
Champions League final.’

Messi

Much of this season has been
demoralising for him. Although
he is exonerated from much of
the criticism aimed at Arsenal -
he has been one of their most
consistent performers - he has
had to take a string o f defeats on
the chin. It was impressive,
therefore, to see how he kept
his composure after the
Bernabeu scalp. ‘The tie is not
over by any means,” he said.
‘Real lost 6-1 against Zaragoza
in the Spanish Cup and were able
to score four in the second leg.
There is a big battle ahead at
HighbOry.’

Asked if Arsenal’s 1-0
advantage was as much of a
breeze as it looked, Fabregas
chuckled. ‘Do you think it was
easy?’ he said. ‘I tell you it
wasn’t while I was running out
there. We worked like never
before. We are a really young
side, but after this performance
we are so proud of ourselves.’

Afterwards, Fabregas had
time for a short reunion with his
family before flying back to his

digs in London. A self-sufficient
young man, he is ready for
independence and is soon to
move into his first home.
Protecting Messi has always
been an issue. His Barcelona
team-mates complained that he
left Stamford Bridge covered in
bruises. When he was at La
Masia, his fellow players -
including Manchester United’s

Gerard Pique, as well as
Fabregas - used to pick up
yellow cards for defending him
from the treatment dished out
by opponents.

When Messi arrived in Spain
he was 4ft 6in, and the fact that
his feet did not reach the ground
when he sat on the bench has
become the stuff of legend,
earning him the nickname ‘The
Flea’. His size was the result of
a hormone deficiency that was
extremely expensive to treat in
Argentina during the economic
crisis. His boyhood club,
Newell’s Old Boys, would not
pay for the daily injections, but
Barcelonawould.

The move from Argentina had
positive and negative effects on
Messi’s footballing progress.
The back-up, in terms of medical
support and coaching facilities,
was a plus. But on the
downside, he was prevented
from playing in tournaments
reserved for Spanish boys and
endured long periods when he
was eligible only for friendlies.

‘His behaviour was always 10
out of 10 in these hard times,’
said the coach of Barcelona's
Junior B team. Tito Vilanova.

At first, speaking only
Argentine slang - and not much
of That - Messi struggled to mix.
He wo'uld sit silently in the
dressing room, change and leave.j
‘He made a big impression on
me, but he was very-shy and that
complicated his integration,"
said Fabregas. ‘We thought he
was dumb. Until, being kids and ]
thanks to PlayStation, we
discovered he could talk.’

Fast-forward a few years and ;
Messi is welcomed to the table
of the Nou Camp's Brazilian
clan, who banter that he is the
only Argentine they will putup:
with. Ronaldinho calls him ‘my
little brother’, Sylvinho looks:
after him likt asecond father and
Deco takes him out shopping or
to the hairdresser (perhaps as
an elaborate joke, to judge from
the boy’s unruly mop). Messi
has become an integral part of j
the Barca first-team unit and
looks entirely at home,
completing an attacking trident
with two of the best players in
the world in Ronaldinho and
Samuel Eto’o.

Messi was the talk of:
Argentina before he was a
fixture for Barcelona. Since he
was voted best player and:
finished top scorer at the under-
20 World Cup in 2005 (feats that }
Fabregas achieved at the under-
17 version in 2003), his
homeland has been in thrall.
‘Messi has awakened in us the
same dreams that Maradona
gave us when he started,’!
enthused Argentina FA president
Julio Grondana.

After Messi’s heroics for the
under-20s, when he scored twice
in the final, a poll concluded that
almost 90 per cent of Argentines
wanted him in the senior team
as quickly as possible. His:
dynamic bursts and creativity |
bring something new to the
party. Once back in Barcelona,
somebody handed him a phone.

‘They said that it was Diego:
Maradona on the other end,’ |
Messi said. ‘1thought they were
joking with me, but | still took |
the phone and then someone at|
the other end said, “Hello, Leo, |
this is little Diego.” I couldn’t
speak. 1 didn’t Know what to
say. 1was in shock. Him calling
me? As I held the mobile 1looked
in the mirror on the wall and |
could see that my eyes were full
of tears, so it was hard to speak |
even when | regained my
composure a little bit. What a:
fantastic moment.’

Maradona invited him on to\
his television show, La Noche
del Diez, and gave him a Davina-
esque introduction. ‘Everybody*
who loves Argentine football
should be proud of him. He willj
inherit my plaice in Argentine |
football and his name is MESSI!” |
He and another youn” gun.
Carlos Tevez, then played head
tennis against Maradona and
fellow golden oldie Enzo;
Francescoli. And won.

Life has been moving fast
enough for Messi that a few
cross words from Jose:
Mourinho will not disturb him.
‘I want to stay at Barcelona fori
the next 10 years and become an
idol of the fans,” he said. ‘This!
is the greatest club in Europe.
It’s time we won a lot more
trophies.’

So, what is the defining image
of Messi’s performance at
Stamford Bridge? Is it the barge
he shouldered from a reckless
AsierDel Homo? Is it the rolling
around, for which he was vilified
by eyes that risibly saw no
wrong in DePHorno's own
audition for the theatre? Or is it
the electric footwork, the
mesmerising technique to tame
the ball at pace and that
gorgeous chip that clipped Petr
Cech’s crossbar?

There’s only one answer,
surely.
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delegation of Togo-lese
internationals is flying to
the capital Lome from

Europe in a bid to restore former
national coach Stephen Keshi to
his post.

The Togolese Football
.Federation (TFF) dismissed the
'Nigerian manager in mid-
IFebruary and replaced him with
Germany’s Otto Pfister.

Yet many within the Hawks
squad are not happy with the
change and its timing in
particular, with the World Cup
just 14 weeks away.

The Europe-based trio of
defenders Dare Nibombe,
Massamesso Tchangai and
goalkeeper Kossi Agassa will
iarrive in the Togolese capital on
Sunday night and hope to speak
to TFF officials on Monday.

“Most of us haven’t acce-
pted the new coach and would
like Keshi to be in charge,” Togo
jinternatrdtial Eric Akoto told
BBQ Sport.

“When we heard about
Pfistcr's appointment, we all
started calling each other to
|decide what to do. We wanted
about ten players to travel but
some of us didn’t have time to
Igo.

“It’s not the right time to
change coach as he has so little
itime to see and know the players.
What can a new coach do in three
months?

“If they are going to make a

Racists

pain’s sports minister has

§2id the govem-ment will

*ck sterner measures

againseracist chanting at football
grounds.

“We have to end these

shameful acts,” Jaime Lissave-

change, they should do it after
the World Cup.”

The Hawks achieved a
maiden World Cup qualification
last October, but the players’ joy
has now been replaced by
concern.

Several blame Togo’s poor
showing at the 2006 Nations
Cup on a lack of adequate
preparation given to the team by
the TFF before the competition
in Egypt.

Inadequate planning has also
left the Togolese without a
fixture this week in what is the
last of Fifa’s international dates
for friendlies before the end of
the European season.

“It is unbelievable that we
are not playing,” Akoto
explained.

“The federation has to listen.
It made a big mistake in Egypt,
when we didn’t have good
enough training before the
mtournament, and it’s now going
to make another one for the
World Cup.

“It’s very shameful for all
the players. All our clubs are
asking us why everybody is
playing a friendly this week
apart from Togo?”

“Morale is not very good
right now, and is at about 30-
40% for the players.”

With many of Europe’s
leading leagues ending on the
weekend of 13-14 May, Pfister
will have less than two weeks

taunt:

trky was quoted as saying in
the Spanish media on Monday.
The minister's statement
follows the monkey chants
directed at Barcelona’s Camer-
oonian striker Samuel Eto’o by
section of Real Zarag

Samuel Elo 'o has been absued at a number o fSpanish grounds.

Daily Trust

to work with the Togolese
players before naming his World
Cup squad on the deadline of 26
May.

As yet, the TFF has not na-
med any friendly intem-ationals
in the run-up to the World Cup.
which kicks off on 9 June.

“Ifwe can’t play friendlies.

the World Cup is going to be
difficult for us because most
Togo players are not playing
regularly at their clubs,” added
Akoto.

“Pfister doesn’t know the
players but Keshi does and he
has done well for Togo.

""He won the best coach in

Tuesday,

Africa because he took us to the
World Cup and we need to know
why he was sacked.”

Earlier this month, the TFF
announced it had dismissed
Keshi because of differences
between the Nigerian and key
players in the team.

February 28, 2006

The manager fell out with
star striker Emmanuel Adebayor
during the tournament although
the pair have since reconciled.

Togo will play South Korea,
Switzerland and 1998
champions France in Group G
at the World Cup, which runs
between 9 June and 9 July.

Togo international Eric Akoto, left, and Massamesso Tchangai want Stephen Keshi reinstalled as chiefcoach o fthe Togolese national team.

panish minister backs Eto’o

supporters on Saturday.

Eto’o came close to walking
off the pitch before he was
retrained by his team-mates.

“We have to be as clear and
tough as possible. I understand
completely why Eto'o did what
he did in the game against
Zaragoza.”

Meanwhile, a leading Spa-
nish anti-racist organisation has
called on professional footbal-
lers to delay the start of next
weekend’s league matches, as
part of a plea for tougher action
against racism in Spanish
football.

“We have asked the Spanish
Association of Professional
Footballers (AFE) to delay the
kick-offs of next weekend’s
league matches by five minutes.

"This would be a gesture of
solidarity towards theircolleague
Eto'o and as away ofdemanding

NFL board

he board of the Nigeria
Football League, NFL or
Nigeria Professional Foot-

renamed, will be meeting in
Abuja to discuss urgent issues
affecting the running of profe-
ssional league football In the
country.

One of the top matters on
the agenda ofthe NFL’s meeting
is a proposal for the extension
of the board’s tenure till after
the forthcoming league season.

The crisis in the Nigeria

more effective action to eliminatetr
racism from Spanish Football."
the Spanish Coalition Against
Racism (Cecra) said in a
statement.

Cecra. an umbrella group
that was asked to speak at Uefa’s
recent anti-racist conference in
Barcelona, insisted that football
authorities and the Spanish
government had to take tougher
action if they were to deal with
the problem.

“It is no longer enough to
parade banners and show films
ahead of matches in our

staciums.e

“These abuses constitute a
serious risk to professionals
who are being humiliated on the
pitch.

“This serious problem,
which is not just confined to
radical fans, is now beyond the
control of the clubs.”

Erring clubs have been
sanctioned with fines of over
US$700 by the Spanish Football
Federation (RFEF), which has
been criticised as failing to reflect
the seriousness of the offence.

But the government-run

Anti-Viokence Commission has
recommended fines of up to
$7,000 for individuals identified
as being involved in such
incidents.

Angel Maria Villar, the
RFEF president, closed a Uefa
anti-racist conference in
Barcelona this month by saying
that the problem should not be
given too much attention.

“We shouldn’t make a
mountain out of a molehilj,” he
said in his speech.

“Things that take place on,,
the pitch should be left there.”

Zoro slams racist fans

expressed his disgust over
sthe racial abuse suffered by
Cameroon’s Samuel Eto’o during
Saturday’s Spanish first division

Ilvorian Marc Zoro has

meets today

Football Association. NFA, nas
stalled elections into the new

* board of the NFL and with the
bafluLeague, NPFL as it had bedNrA biff#is oyetisty die toedme vedplved.

the Chief Oyuki Obaseki-led
board of the NFL want to
continue in office.

The proposal for an
extension of the board’s tenure
and other proposal’s, like the
division o fthe Premier League
to two sections, will be
presented to the NFL Congress
which will sit in Abuja on
Wednesday for ratification.

match at Real Zaragoza.

“It's incredible what
happened at Zaragoza,” said
defender Zoro, who suffered
similar abuse while playing for
Messina against Inter Milan in
an ltalian league match in
November.

Like Eto’o, Zoro also tried
to get the game abandoned.
“Some people haven’t got
the message that we are all the
same. My friend Eto’o has my
total support.”

Eto’o, who was in action for
Barcelona, tried to leave the field
14 minutes before the end of
Saturday’s match, due to the
continual monkey noises that

greeted his every touch of the
ball.

The reigning African
Footballer of the Year was
persuaded to play on by his
team-mates, helping them to a
2-0 victory.

Zoro said he would be
calling Eto’o to comfort him,
just as Eto’o telephoned him
after the incident in Italy.

Eto’o has also been abused
at anumber of.other Spanish first
division grounds and the
problem is far from isolated.

“[TI»e treatment of Samuel]
was a shame. Samuel is a human
being a(id he felt bad on the
pitch,” said Barcelona coach
Frank Rijkaard.
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(Uavoen Is

k lymp'iakos of Greece's
mlpetit striker, Haruna
*Babangida has des-
d Super Eagles’ coach,
in Eguavoen as ‘snob-
for ignoring him when
stormed Nigeria’s pre-
ms Cup camp at Faro,
ugal ready to prove
>elf.
fabanglda was not among
xrowd that Eguavoen
id to Portugal prepara-
, Or the Nations Cup in
(,but the former Flying
player was there for
eve of his country and
ved a shocking cold
der from the coach,
is a big shame really. |
-jt a cheap player who
1playing in Europe like
day or something. 1
o« the fact that the
_on to pick players rests
n, but he did not even
ihe courtesy to tell me
'as dropped,
hing surprises me
jre in the Rational team
geria. It is just that |
jve more respect than
happened in the camp.
;gh, when | got there he
way to Nigeria briefly for
hing. But when he came
we did not interact,
hands or even talk to
ther. He simply ignored

was like he
me or something T never
him before then; so |
.know why heappcaicd
ed with me. We didn’t
\ got to know that | was
picked from somebody
%t was most demeaning,
:ar because | have never
a thing like that in my

he said.
ispite the .~disgrace’,
-ngida said he still have
o\k of his country at
t and will be willing to
for her anytime he is
to do so. “Nigeria
ns my country. The fact
.ainerdidn’trespect me
iof mean | should turn
ck on my country. Of
Iwill play for her.”

angida turned down
-vrtunity to play for Spain
>.times ago and not even

the shabby treatment by a
Nigerian official could make
him regret that missed

chance. Heremained resolute

in his eagerness to player for
her fatherland.

Tt nst

sh, says Babangida

“No, ldon’tregretit. Itwas
a well thought out decision
and I remain committed to it. |

know | will play for Nigeria
because itis my country,” he
added.

Inter Milan’ Nigerian striker Obafemi Martins challenges compatriot Ch;stjan Obodo ofUdinese during their Italian
league match at the San Siro Stadium in Milan, Italy on Sunday

+ Wealth Games: Ministry tough on Melbournt-bound Nigerians

lpllowing the national-

F embarrassemenj
f!manating from the
Nigerian Supporters Club

members’ inability to come back
mtome as scheduled soon after the
last Nations Cup soccer
tournament in Egypt, the Sports
Ministry has decided to come
lard on all Nigerians intending
o traVel to Australia forthe forth-
x>nmingCommonwealth Games.

The Ministry will now
equests that, anyone intending
o travel to far-away Austral ia for
he Games, should as a matterof
eondition. procure and present
locuments showing that, all bills
ncluding lodging and boarding
eservations and their return
ickets.

“This is to make sure that, no
Nigerian «r Nigerians are left
stranded in that country after the
Games,”’top ministry official said

he Nigerian contingent
to the 18th edition ofthe
Commonwealth Games
taking place in Melbourne,
Australia are to depart the
country on March 8th, seven
days before the Games
commence.
The Nigerian contingent,
which will participate in
Basketball, Athletics, Special

As a result of this, most
intending travellers through the
Ministry, are now finding things
"very difficult”.

Sports. Shootingand Boxing are
presently at various camps in
the country.

It was gathered from the
Nigeria Olympic Committee,
NOC, that the decision to leave
early is to enable the athletes
acclimatize before the Games
commence.

“We are currently process-
ing visas for the athletes and

It would be recall] that, no

tewerthan 170Nigenanembers
of the Suppporters Qb, who

flew to Egyptto beef-i%upport

Igeria departM

very soon that will be cor-
ded and the team will hjn
Australia.” NOC offices
disclosed.

“We want our athletes to |
in Australia at leastone week \
the Games to ensure they gt
used to the weather,” one oftht
officials added.

for the bronze-winning Super
Eagles, are still at press time,
stranded in the north African
country.

arch 8

various athletes have been
boosted and they are all poised
to do well in Melbourne.
“The reports we are
getting from various camps
show that the athletes’
morale is high and they are
all set to perform well and
win medals for Nigeria in

The NOC official also pmelpourne,” the official
revealed that the morale ofthe ¢goncluded.

Supporters
club to
sue travel
agent

embers of the

Nigeria Football

Supporters Club
said at the weekend that they
would be going to court over
the treatment meted to them
by Safety Travels Aviation
Services and Betlvlew Airline
concerning their trip to the
African Nations Cup finals in
Egypt.

President-General of the
body, Dr Rafiu Oladipo said
that the travel agency owned
by Senator Tokunbo
Afikuyomi, one of those
aspiring to be the next
governor of Lagos State,
really shortchanged them and
there would be no room for
dialogue. “They were unfair
to us and were economical
with the truth. | have never
dealt with such an insincere
group of people”.

The supporters began
returning to Nigeria in batches
on Saturday morning, after
President Olusegun Obasano-
ordered they be airlifted from
the north African country
more than two weeks after the
end ofthe Nations Cup finals.
They had traveled there to
support the Nigeria team,
which finished third at the
championship.

The supporters departed
Lagos on Monday, January
23 aboard a charteird
Bellview Airline aircraft but
the airline refused to send an
aircraft to pick them for the
return journey, claiming that
the supporters had paid only
forthe forward trip.

“How could we have paid
for the forward trip alone?
The airline and the agency are
being dishonest, and we will
meet in court. They caused
us a lotofembarrassment and

mental fatigue, having to stay *

there for two weeks after tb w
competition. | say we will
meet in court”, insisted
Oladipo.

“We paid $80,000 to them
before the journey and
another balance of $50,000
later, and we understood that
was for the return journey
Why would we pay so much
for just one way, if we had
been properly briefed?
Someone isplaying games”

The supporters arrived
Port Said, Egypt’s fourth
largest city, just after kick-off
of the Super Eagles™ first
match against Ghana, which
Nigeria won 1-0. Only 35
people arrived in Lagos on
Saturday, with the remaining
135 persons were expected to
arrive Nigeria on Sunday.
February 26,2006.
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* Arevn avirtintfmn dw ttiry attack?
* Haveyoaben iavolved ia aa accMeat or beea awitaess
to it happeaiag to others?
* Doyoa have atoachiag personal experieace yoa waat to share?
* Call us on these aambers let the world read your story.
NEWS ROOM: 08039686854 and 08056418945
ADVERT: 08033202211 and 08033209894
i KANO: 08037862687, MAIDUGARI: 08023622820
I SOKOTO: 08037030939
|

T uesday

Collumn

uito ajw—Nigeria: The way forwarc

1c1C 1 1 1 dd fhat Nigeria’s perennial problem, the NortlVSouth di-chotomy,
The CrISIS I n the N Ige r Delta J p g !rearing, its ugly head and threatening to tear the nation apart.

n quick succession, armed militants of the Niger Delta have
averavedthgseguiity,and intelliognceanpagatys of the Ni-
gerian state. First, four expatriate oil workers were kid-
napped, held hostage for two weeks and then released. Just as
Nigerians were beginning to hope that the first and the last had
been heard of hostage-taking in Nigeria, the Movement for the
Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), which claimed re-
sponsibility for the initial act, struck again: this time, nine expa-
triate oil workerswere kidnapped and arestill being held hostage.
The effects ofthis new and very grave dimension to the Niger
Delta problems are being felt within and outside Nigeria. The
priceofcrudeoil in the already volatile international oil market

—went up by a dollar. Within the country, electricity supply, epi-

lepticeven at the best oftimes, hasdipped. Shell BP has declared
forcemajeure and has also sealed down itsoperation in the Niger
Delta; just as 100 expatriate oil workers have left Nigeria.
As we continue to seek enduring solutions to the crises in the
, Niger Delta, itis the view of Daily Trustthat the exercise will be
enriched if more than passing attention is paid to some of the
issues itemised below.

The first issue will be clarified by an answer to this question:
Do local government authorities exist and function in the states
that make up the Niger Delta? Are the monthly federal alloca-
tions meant for the local governments made available to the
relevantelected officers? Ifthe answers to these questions are in
the affirmative, then we are entitled to conclude that the elected
representatives of the Niger Delta people at the local govern-

~"ment level need to do more than they're doing sew for the im-

provement of their people.

The second is to draw attention to the performance of the
governors of the Niger Deha states. In view of the vastly-in-
creased revenue that has been accruing to the oil-producing
states since 2061, can it be said that there Is a state in the Niger
Deltathat has done outstandingly weDforits people? In terms
ofjudicious useof resources, in termsofmanpower development,
in terms of provision of relevant life-enhancing amenities, are
the governors by their evident preference for the frivolous not
implicated in the well-advertised travails of the people of the
vcger Delta?

Thethird pointison the process ofselecting die officers who
head the various intervention agencies so far created by the
federal government We note that from OMPADEC to NDDC,
successive governments instead ofappointing as heads ofthese
agencies credible and committed people, impose their agents,
cronies, failed contenders for elective offices and such others
who loiterin the corridorsof power. It’s no surprise that mean-
ingful work is not done while the monies meant for such works
are misappropriated.

The insensitivity ofthe stafTofthe multi-national oil companies
to the feelings o ftheir hostcommunitiesisanotherpoint. Imaginc
situations where in a vast ocean of depressing poverty, blinding
darkness and total absence ofthe amenities of modern existence,
an island of sophisticated modernity exists in the shape of the
enclosed homes ofthe expatriates and senior Nigerian staffofthe
'7 iti-natjonal oil companies. It is our view that such enclaves,
which are reminiscentofapartheid South Africa, can neverfoster
healthy relationship and shouldt>edismantled assoon as possible.

The fifth point is to question the rationale for the continuing

location in I-agos ofthe administrative headquarters ofvirtually
all the companies drilling for oil in the Niger Delta. The implica-
tion ofthisarrangementisasclearasitisunfair While the people
ofthe Niger Delta are denied direct and immediate benefits of il
exploration and its related activities, they are forced to live with
oil explorations’ numerous negative aftermaths,
v The last point is on the need for an immediate and far-reach-
ing reorganisation of the Nigerian security system. The Nige-
rian security establishment should be held responsible for the
ease with which arms proliferate both the Niger Delta and other
parts of Nigeria. The claim has been made that a lot of those
arms were procured to facilitate the return to power in 2003 of
some governors in the South-South and South-East. Whatever
the sources ofthe arms may be, the point is that the worries of
the Niger Delta people could still be highlighted and redressed
without recourse to arms. But recourse to arms is now an op-
tion, because those who are paid to sniff out arms merchants,
secure our borders and protect our lives have been failing in
their duties.
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Nigerians like it or not, this is a never-ending problem which
no amount of goodwill can eradicate. It is an unfortunate legacy of our
colonial past, which ifnot properly handled, can resultincivil disorderand/
orbreak-upofthe country. We have the option ofletting thissituation continue
ornot; itwould be ineverybody’s interest if itdoes not continue, buthow do
we go about it?

in 1960, we have been faced with

at every turn (following an election or

to the majority Hausa, Yorubaor fbo
wrong than that a citizen ofa country, by
he/she comes from, can neveraspiretothe

a person possesses the leadership skills and
move forward. Itisequally wrong thatanother
Uby virtue of which tribe he belongs to, and
ip skills and qualities, can decide to run for the

Inourlong history sincei
the debacle of choosing a
military take-over) that is
tribes. Nothing could be
virtue o fwhat partofthe
Presidency even
qualities to make the
citizen of the same
though without

position and There is something inherently wrong with such a
systemas currenthj inNigeria; and ifthe country isto move forward
at all then this and others outlined below need to be corrected,
That is, if the lity of Nigerians agree that the greatest good of the

greatest numl Nigerians lies in the country staying together as one
entity. Ifthis is£ case- then for the sake ofthe unity ofthe country, let us
remove this c*mthe wheel ofour progress and march forward. How can
this be achie
Let us kyat Nigeria as it is presently constituted. There are now 36
states inthe?mtry>carved out more or lessalong ethnic ortribal boundaries,
being a profession from the earlier demarcation ofthe country into three
regions c/sponding to the three major tribes. This colonial legacy is the
rooto fty*orth/South dichotomy and does notaugur well forthe health of
the natioheither does it make for unity and togetherness. Naturally, ifthe
Ibibio pon is to live at peace and in unity with the Tiv and Fulani, then
there lip to be a sense oftogethernessamong them. The only way this is
possihis for them to live together in a grouping, which calls for the re-
divi*ofNigeria such that Southern, Middle Belt and Northern Nigeri-
ans fin, as it were, to live together in the same ‘state.” For purposes of
darfind avoidance ofproliferation, | propose a re-division o fthe country
iijpty eightor 10states, with boundariesrunning in North/South fashion,
ofwhat the country will look like under this proposal is attached,
the next election due in 2007 and the politicians already arguing over
‘rthe next president should come from the North or South, this isa
time for Nigeriansto considerthisproposal inthe hope that the problem
betackled and itsghost, which has haunted the country fordecades, can
put to rest. Without doubt, there will be difficulties along the way such as
adjustments, local government restructuring, traditional chiefs
of influence, the idea of the people ofone tribe suddenly finding
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By Ben lgiebor

themselves in two states, etc; but luckily, all these can be surmounted
Icite asan exampleto supportthe above proposal the division ofstat

the U.S. where the boundaries are mainly straight lines running north/soi»]

or east/west across pockets or groupings of Irish, French, Dutch, Eng!:

African, Asian and Arab settlers living and working in hannony for sv

advancement oftheir states. The net result is one prosperous nation of

states, made up of Unitsofpeople from the above nations. The lesson h

is that if separate states had, as itwere. Be
created along ethnic lines for the settlers, t’
U.S. would nothave benefited as ithas fa
the fusion o fthe besto fthese people. Nipe
should copy this. Underanew arrangen
Lagos will join Abuja as a Federal Cap;
Territory, considering the investments o v
the decades by all groups of Nigerians
the city; in essence, there will be FCTs ¢
both halves ofthe country. The eight stel
can be named Western, West Central, M
Western, Middle Belt, Mid-Eastern; E
Central, Eastern and North-Eastern. Sue’
re-division will, among other things, put
end to:

a) the North/South ‘palava’as the Ka
man in the North will find himselfin ,
same state as the ljaw man

b) the agitations of certain indigent
people for political freedom

c) the currentapplication ofterms for:*
poorly thought-outgroupingssuchas Sou.
South, SouthAVest, South/East, etc, whic’
to me, is one bigjoke as it does not addre<-
well the issue ofa logical way to choose
leadeis

d) the growing demand for resource cc
trol by some states; resourceshould be shar
equallyamong theeightnr 10state*to era*"*
that there is even development all over
country in future. Itwould notbe sensible
have inthe same country stinking rich stat
lying side-by-side with depressingly-poa

ones. That is not to say that the areas thr;
suffer environmental degradation from ¢ >
exploration should notget special assistance.

The above brings us to the burning issue o fthe leadership/govema
ofthe nation. Who gets appointed president, vice president, governor, €
Ipropose a simple scheme inwhich (see map) forone ruling pcikidby cr
party, Middle Belt will produce the president and North-Eastern the Vo6& J
inthe nextruling period, Mid-Eastern wiD produce the presidentand Wester
the vice, and so on until all the states have had their chance to produc
either a president or vice. In the next four ruling periods, the roles will bv
reversedwith the stateswhich initiallyproduced the presidentthen producing
the vice and the one which produced the vice then the president At sta.,,
level, where thegovernor is from the South inany ruling period the deput
will come from the North and vice versa in the second ruling period.

Operating the country on the basis ofeight or 10 states, the benefits tc
the nation will be:

a) up to 500% savings in the operational cost o frunning 37 administra
tions

b) More money freed to go into roads/bridges/railway/wfe supply/
hospital/infrastructure

c) Greater ease for states paying civil servants salaries and pensions

d) End ofagitations for new states/resource control

e) Hopefully, better religious and ethnic tolerance

0 Greater integration and less distrust between Southerners
Northerners

g) A more serious approach to nation-building

All Nigerians are aware ofthe difficulties our so-called states have had
in paying workers’ salaries and running their administrations and other
institutions; in fact, without the revenue allocation from the centre, which
is wholly dependent on oil revenues, most o fthe states would not function
in the real sense ofthe word. How will these states be run in 15,30 or 5
years ifthe oil wells dry up? What would happen to the 36-state structure’;
Crumble, one supposes. To avoid this, would it not be more beneficial to
prune ouradministration costs so that our future budgets can accommodate
the states structure, oil or no oil? Let us consider events ofthe last45 yea:
as tottering steps in nation-building and face our problems squarely, can
outnecessary restructuring and approach the issOe ofmaking Nigeria fun
tional seriously.

Igiebor can be reachedat (igiebor(ayahoo.com).
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