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From left are, Dr. Adras Szollosi Nagy the deputy Director-General UNESCO, the Water Resources Minister, Alhaji Mukhtari Shagari 
and the Italian Ambassador in Nigeria, Marcello Recoveri during the International Conference on water security and hydrological 
extreme towards sustainable development in Africa held at NICON Hilton Hotel, Abuja... yesterday. Pic: Joe Oroye.

T he federal governm ent 
o w e s  p e n s io n e r s  
across board a stagger­

ing sum  o f  N2 trillion, an offi­
cial o f  the N ational Pensions 
Commission (Pencom), Barris­
te r John O golo , has revealed.

N igeria’s fiscal budget for 
2006 stands at N  1.8 trillion , 
about N 200 billion low er than 
th e  pension  liability.

B arrister O golo  w ho d is­
closed  this at a sem inar o rg a ­
n iz e d  b y  th e  M in is t ry  o f  
Sports and Social D evelop- 
fflent jti Abuja yesterday, said  
that governm en t w as uncom ­
fortab le  w ith  the increasing  
burden  o f  paym ents coupled  
w ith  the general d isenchan t­
m ent against the existing pen-

Bomb scare in Abuja 
bound flight

A  nxiety gripped passen- 
gers inside an A buja 

x  A b o u n d  A e ro  a irc ra f t 
y e s te rd ay  w hen  a  b u sin ess  
c la ss  p a sse n g e r  ann o u n ced  

I that he w as in possession  o f  
a bom b.

Frt>m Shakirat Abdulmajeed,
Correspondent (Lagos)

T he inc iden t happened  at 
about 1.15pm  at the dom estic 
te r m in a l  o f  th e  M u r ta la  
M uham m ed airport, Lagos; as

the a irline, E ero  C ontractors 
w a s  a b o u t to  ta k e  o f f  fo r 
A buja.

A cco rd in g  to  a  w itness, 
the passenger sim ply  identi­
fied as B. M ok, to ld  the m an 
seated  nex t to  h im  tha t all the

Dana buys Katsina Steel Mill N1.4bn
v  i----------   XTQ/l/Wn ICDT

D ana G roup  o f  C om pa­
n ies has em erged  the 
p re fe rre d  b id d e r  fo r 

the acquisition  o f  the K atsina 
S te e l  R o ll in g  C o m p a n y  
(K S R C ), hav in g  o ffe red  to 
pay N 1.46 billion. K ura H old­
ings em erged as reserved bid­
der w ith an offer o f  N 800 m il­
lion.

A  statem ent from  the BPE 
said  the financial b ids fo r the 
sa le  o f  th e  co m p an y  w ere  
o p e n e d  in  A b u ja  r e c e n tly  
w h e re  th r e e  c o m p a n ie s  
b idded  to acqu ire  the firm .

By A nas A . C a lad im a ,
Asst. Business Editor
T h e  N 1 .4 6  o f f e re d  b y  

D ana G roup  brings to  N 6.46 
billion the am ount raised from 
the  sa le  o f  th e  fo u r in land  
steel rolling m ills in the coun­
try.

T he  s ta te m e n t sa id  th e  
am ount so fa r generated  are 
from paym ents for the Jos and 
O shogbo S teel R olling  M ills 
by  th e  p r e f e r r e d  b id d e rs ,  

' Z um a S teel W est A frica L im ­
ited and K ura H oldings L im ­
ited. Z um a S teel has already

paid  N 800m  fo r JSR C , w hile 
K ura H old ings L im ited  paid 
N2.61 billion for the O shogbo 
Steel Rolling Complex.

T he tw o investors offered 
the h ighest bid in N ovem ber 
last year. The three liquidators 
o f  the rolling mills w ere led by 
B a b in g to n  A sh a y e  fo r  th e  
B ureau o f  Public Enterprises 
(BPE).

W h ile  th e  b id  o ffe r  by  
K ura H oldings L td  fo r O SR C  
m et the requirem ents o f  the 
N atio n a l C ouncil on P riva­
tis a t io n  (N C P ), th e  C o u n - 
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passengers inside th e  aircraft 
needed  to  p ray  hard  because 
he had  a bom b w ith him .

T his scared  the passenger 
w h o  in fo rm e d  th e  o th e rs . 
T hey  called  the a tten tion  o f  
the cab in  crew  to  the deve l­
opm ent.

A ll the 78 passengers in ­
side the B 737 w ere asked  to 
d isem bark  fo r re- screen ing  
w hile  the entire luggage w as 
taken  to  the A ero term inal for 
a second  screening.

C o nfirm ing  the inciden t 
yesterday, A ero  F ixed W ing 
M a n a g e r ,  C a p ta in  D a p o  
O lum ide, said  the passenger 
(M ok) w as taken aw ay im m e­
d ia te ly  by m en o f  the S tate 
Security  Serv ices (S S S ) for 
in t e iT o g a t io n .

H e said , th e  p assen g ers  
w ere  iden tified  th rough  the 
m anifest and screened for the 
second time. The incident had 
been  reported  to  the aviation  
regu la to ry  authority.

A c c o rd in g  to  C a p ta in  
O lum ide, no bom b w as found 
on the m an during  the course 
o f  in terrogation  and  the air­
craft departed  fo r A bu ja  after 
the re- screen ing  exercise.

C a p ta in  O lu m id e  sa id

such inciden t is com m on, e s­
pecia lly  in the U nited  States 
o f  A m erica w hen  a passenger 
can  raise a false alarm  to frus­
trate an airline to  m ake it lose 
a d ay ’s revenue.

M eanw h ile , Daily Trust 
was reliably inform ed that the 
passenger M ok, w as released  
around  4pm  w hen  the m en o f  
SSS found ou t that the m an 
w as a “ lo o se  sp eak e r” and  
has no connection  w ith  te r­
rorism.

M o k  w a s  s a id  to  h a v e  
been w ork ing  w ith  an insur­
ance com pany  and  w as h e a rd . 
c o m p la in in g  th a t h is  b o ss  
m ay  sack h im  because  he has 
m isse d  an  a p p o in tm e n t in 
A buja.

By P a tr ic k  A ndrew ,
! Assist Head, Sports Desk \
sion schem es, no ting  that it 
decided to  in troduce a con ­
tr ib u to ry  schem e in v o lv in g  
both the governm en t and the 
beneficiaries.

H e asserted  that g overn ­
m ent reso lved  to  in troduce a 
new  schem e that allow s w ork­
ers the choice o f  pension fund 
a d m in is t r a to r  s h a r p ly  
constrasting  w ith  the p rev i­
ous practice that denied w ork­
er* direct in v e lv em en t in $ e  
se lec tio n  a f  p en sion  fund ad­
m inistrators.

H e said  governm en t w as 
unable  to  m eet the huge d e ­
m and  fo r p en sio n  p ay m en t 
due to  increasing  d isengage­
m ent from  service and the fre­
quent response to econom ic 
h a rd sh ip  th rough  sa lary  in ­
c re m e n ts , a d d in g  th a t th e  
new  schem e allow s both  the 
governm en t and  the benefi­
ciaries the freedom  to contrib­
u te  w ith  m inim al hassles.

The N PC  official said that 
the prev ious schem es failed, 
because  the bu rden  o f  con ­
tribution  rested  alm ost exclu­
s iv e ly  w ith  g o v e rn m e n t ,  
s tressing  tha t w orker*, w ere 
som ew hat lackadaisical about 
pension  fund schem es since 
c la im s w ere  h a rd ly  m et on 
dem and.

L a s t  w e e k , P r e s id e n t  
O lu se g u n  O b asan jo , w h ile  
p resen ting  licences to  17 ap ­
proved  firm s in the pension 
schem e, w arned  operators o f  
the schem e against inefficient 
m anagem ent. T he p residen t 
advised against distress in the

Cont. on Pg. 2
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\ m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e  n o v e l 
j schem e as w as the case  in the 
| bank ing  sector.
| A c c o rd in g  to  the  p re s i-  
| den t, th e  governm en t w ill no t 
h es ita te  to  w ith d raw  the li- 

! cence  o f  any  opera to r that de- 
| fau lted  in the operation  o f  the 
| schem e, s tre ss in g  th a t gov - 
| em m ent is determ ined to  w ork 
i o u t m o d a litie s  fo r the  p a v ­

e m e n t  o f  the p ension  arrears 
! o f  w orkers.

T he P ension  R eform  A ct, 
i 2004, the p res iden t said , sig- 
; n ifies the e ra  o f  stab ility  and 
hope fo r the n a tio n ’s w orkers 
and m ust be m anaged  ca re ­
fu lly  to g in g e r w o rk e rs’ c o n ­
fidence, focus on their jo b  and 
future life in retirem ent.

T h e  17 o p e ra to r s  w h o  
w e re  g ra n te d  lic e n c e s  a re  

j sp read  acro ss  th ree  ca te g o ­
r ie s , in c lu d in g  12 p e n s io n  

| fu n d s  a d m in is tra to rs , fo u r  
I p e n s io n s  fu n d  c u s to d ia n s  
! and  one*closed- fund  adm in ­
istrator.

T he p res id en t, w ho  w as 
: v is ib ly  de ligh ted  during  the 
! cerem ony, had urged Pencom 
j to  c o n tin u e  to  m o n ito r  the 
; o p e ra tio n s  o f  the  se c to r  to  
} ensu re  co m p lian ce  w ith  the 

specifica tions o f  the schem e.
In  v iew  o f  the efficacy  o f  

| th e  sc h e m e , th e  p re s id e n t 
. I u rged  all public  servan ts yet 

I to  reg is te r w ith  the schem e to 
i do so w ith o u t fu rther delay, 
n o tl tlg  th a t re g is tr a t io n  is
eempulsery,

Governors endorse constitutional amendment
T he G o v ern o rs  F orum  

m e t y e s t e r d a y  to  
p r e s e n t  a c o m m o n  

position  on the issue o f  con ­
stitu tional am endm ent, ju s t as 
th e y  c o n s t i tu te d  a  6 -m a n  
pane l to  look  in to  th e  rio ts in  i 
som e parts o f  the country with 
the m andate  o f  un raveling  the 
causes o f  the crises and  find ­
ing  so lu tions to  them .

Chairm an o f  the forum  and 
governor o f  A kw a Ibom  State, 
O b o n g  V ic to r  A t ta h  to ld  
new sm en  tha t th e  governors 
lauded  the pub lic  hearings as j 
a v iab le  m ethod  o f  gauging  
pub lic  op in ion  on the consti- j 
tu tion . H e said  tha t the state 
execu tives unan im ously  sup­
p o rt a com prehensive  rev iew  
o f  the 1999 constitu tion .

T he governors a lso  co m ­
m ended  the N ational A ssem ­
bly, especially  the com m ittee  ; 
on  the rev iew  o f  the constitu ­
tion.

O n the spate o f  v io lence  j 
o v e r  c a r to o n  c o n tr o v e r s y  
w hich  recen tly  led to loss o f  
lives and  p ropertie s in parts 
o f  the country, the forum  ad-

By E m m an u e l Bello,
Political Editor

vo ca ted  fo r p eace  s tress ing  
that their should  no t be an ex ­
cuse  to  cause  national d isa f­

fection.
T he forum  also  u rged  N i­

gerians to  im bibe  the cu ltu re  
o f  peacefu l coex is tence  and 
shun  sec tarian  d ifferences.

T h e  6 -m a n  c o m m it te e

com prise  o f  governors from  
the six  geopo litica l zones o f  
the nation. The F o rum ’s m eet­
ing w hich  held  at the N IC O N  
H ilto n  h ad  n in e  g o v e rn o rs  
and  five depu ty  governo rs in 
a ttendance .

Insurance coys g e t  
recapitalisation w aivers

eg u la to ry  au tho rities  
h a v e  re le a s e d  c o n ­
c e s s io n a r y  m e a ­

su re s  to  fa s t tr a c k  th e  o n ­
g o in g  r e f o r m s  a n d  re -  
e a p lta lis a t ie n  e f  i n s u r a n t

By A bdu lw ahab  Isa,
Business Reporter

th e  m ark e t va lu e  as the  a p ­
p roval fee.

p an y  b a s is  as th e  ex ce rs ise  
p ro g re sse s  w h ile  th e  N ig e ­
r i a n  S to c k  E x c h a n g e  
(N S E ), p ro m is e d  to  g ra n t 
in su rance  in dustry  th e  con-

At the seminar, partiei-1 and reinsurance firms.
p an ts \leam t tha t increases in 
pension  ra tes as h igh  as 322 
p e r cen t w ith in  tw o  years led 
to  se rious fund ing  p rob lem s 
fo r g overnm en t and  em p loy ­
ers, no tin g  tha t the panacea  
to  this bu rden  is the in troduc­
tion  o f  a schem e th a t a llow s 
p ro fe s s io n a l p e n s io n  fu n d  
a d m in is tra to rs  th e  sp ace  to  
take up m anagem ent o f  funds 
con tribu ted  proficiently .

O g o lo  sa id  g o v e rn m en t 
be lieves th a t d irec t invo lve­
m en t o f  th e  w o rk e rs  in  the 
ch o ice  o f  p en sio n  fu n d  a d ­
m in is tra to rs w ou ld  engender 
g rea ter com m itm ent to  saving 
fo r the  ra iny  day  as w ell as 
allow  each w orker the freedom 
to m ake extra contributions to 
th e  fund as he so desires.

Daily Trust recalls that the 
g o v ern m en t has b een  in u n ­
dated  w ith  dem ands fo r p e n ­
sion  se ttlem en t by  m em bers 
o f  th e  arm ed  fo rces, railw ay  
w o rk e rs , c iv il se rv an ts  and  

j o thers from  the parastatals.
T h e  M in is try  o f  S po rts  

j an d  S ocia l D ev e lo p m e n t is 
th e  firs t o f  such m in is tries to 
e m b a rk  o n  a s e n s it iz a tio n  

I p ro g ram m e fo r a ll cad re  o f  
I s ta f f  s in ce  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 
i g ran ted  licences to  17 pen- 
| sion schem e adm inistrators in 
| th e  country.

T he  co n cess io n a ry  m e a ­
s u r e s  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  b y  
N a tio n a l  In s u ra n c e  C o m ­
m iss io n  (N A IC O M ), C h ie f  
E x e c u t iv e  a n d  C o m m is ­
s io n e r  o f  In s u ra n c e , C h ie f  
E m m anuel C hukw ulozie . H e 
s a id  S e c u r i t i e s  a n d  E x ­
ch an g e  C o m m iss io n  (S E C ) 
h ad  a c c e p te d  to  ap p ly  one  
p e r c e n t  c h a r g e  o n  th e  
no m in a l va lu e  o f  secu ritie s  
o f  th e  co m p an ies  in s tead  o f

Dana Cont. from  pg. 1

cil a sk ed  th a t th e  o ffe r  b y  fer hence  its cancella tion .

m iss io n  (C A C ), a c c o rd in g  
to  h im , h ad  a lso  g ran ted  50 
p e rcen t red u c tio n  o n  all fees 
p ay ab le  by  any  in su ran ce  o r 
r e in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n y  th a t  
c o m p lie s  w ith  th e  re fo rm  
a n d  c o n so lid a tio n  re q u ire ­
m e n ts  d u r in g  th e  r e f o rm  
pe rio d .

A ls o ,  F e d e r a l  I n l a n d  
R e v e n u e  S e rv ic e s  (F IR S ) , 
has accep ted  to  o ffe r s ta tu ­
to ry  re l ie f  u n d e r v arious tax  
A cts  on co m p an y  by  com -

Z um a Steel be renego tia ted  
hav ing  fallen  short o f  the re ­
served price fo r the com pany.

C onsequently , a fter nego ­
tia tio n , the com pany  upped  
the am ount to N 800m  w hich  
w as accep ted  by  th e  C ouncil 
a n d  p a y m e n t  a l r e a d y  e f ­
fected .

The bid o f  S2.5 m illion for 
K S R C  b y  N ig e r ia -S p a n ish  
G roup  w as re jec ted  and  the 
N C P  ordered  a fresh  b id  for 
the com plex.

T h e  s ta te m e n t sa id  th e  
D irec to r G eneral o f  the B PE, 
M rs. Irene  C h ig b u e , re p re ­
sen ted  b y  E ld e r A rch ib o n g  
U dofiah . D irec to r, In dustry  
a n d  S o lid  M in e ra ls , w h ile  
speaking  at the new  b id  open­
ing said  that lack  o f  co m p eti­
tion  a t the in itial b id  exercise  
w h ich  had  on ly  one  b idder, 
accoun ted  fo r the low  b id  of-

jC Q fg0f8tg_ — c rs s io f is T t g av e  th e  b an k s
fo r the  c o n so lid a tio n  e x e r­
c is e .

A n o th e r  m e a s u re s  o u t­
lined  b y  N A IC O M  b o ss  to  
fas t track  th e  co n so lid a tio n  
p ro c e ss  is th e  re d u c tio n  o f  
c e r t i f ic a t io n  fe e s  p a y a b le  
from  o n e  p e rcen t to  0 .5  p e r­
c e n t.

T h e  re g u la to ry  b o d y  is 
a lso  to  se t up  h e lp  d e sk  to 
fa c ilita te  an d  g u id e  m ark e t 
o p e ra to rs , in su ran ce  u n d e r­
w rite rs  an d  th e ir  resp ec tiv e  
fin an c ia l ad v ise rs  o n  aris in g  
issues. It w ill a lso  se t up  a 
co m m itte e  o f  legal an d  in ­
su ra n c e  e x p e r ts  to  h a n d le  
th e  is su e  o f  liq u id a t io n  o f  
d is tre ssed  an d  fa iled  in su r­
an ce  c o m p an ie s .

C h u k w u lo z ie  u rg e d  in ­
s u r a n c e  a n d  r e i n s u r a n c e  
co m p an ies  to  h a s ten  ac tion  
o n  re -c a p ita lis a tio n , w a rn ­
ing  th a t h is  co m m iss io n  w ill 
n o t g ra n t an  e x te n s io n  o f  
tim e  a t th e  ex p ira tio n  o f  the 
2 8 lh F e b ru a r y ,  2 0 0 7  d a te  
s tip u la ted  as d ead lin e  fo r the 
c o n so lid a tio n  exe rc ise . 

C o m m en tin g  on  th e  re-

Senators 
disagree 
over 3rd 

term
By H abeeb  I. P ind iga,

Assistant Political Editor

a8* i_ ,ULLUIIL_ I,,......................  fe.sissBBi
F rom  le ft are, M r. C hukw u V goch u kw u , th e  S ecre ta ry  G en era l o f  C om m u n ity  H atch f o r  S o c ia l D e ve lo p ­
m ent, the P residen t an d  M otivator o f  the CM SI). Harr. l^unanya-ChukH -u, Iruttm u \H  ana an d  the, Spec ia l 
A ss is ta n t to  l i c e  P re s id e n t A tik u  ib u b a k a r  on M edia M atter*. M aU m  M o h a m m a d  Yukob d u r in g  th e ir  
cou rtesy  visit to  th e  I ice  P residen t in his o ffice  a t th e  S ta le  H ouse, A buja... recently. Pic: Joe  Oroye.

She said  the new  exercise, 
w hich  had  th ree b idders, m et 
the asp ira tions o f  N igerians 
g iv en  th a t th e  b idders  have  
th e  techn ica l cap ab ilities  to 
run  the com plex . T he th ree 
b idders are the N igeria-S pan­
ish G roup, the K ura H oldings 
and the D ana G roup.

A t the end  o f  the exercise, 
D ana G roup  offered  N  1.458 
b illion  to em erge  the w inner 
fo llow ing  the offer o f  N 8 0 0 m . 
by K ura H oldings and N769.5 
b y  th e  N ig e r ia - S p a n n i s h  
Group.

T he D ana  G roup  is an in ­
ternational conglom erate w ith 
abou t 12 subsid iaries dealing  
in brands rang ing  from  m anu­
fac tu ring  to  food  and  veh ic le  
d is tribu tion . T he group  is the 
sole d is tribu to r o f  K IA  M o­
tors in  N igeria .

fo rm  p ro g ra m m e  as it a f ­
fe c ts  v a r io u s  a re a s  o f  th e  
econom y, especia lly  aviation  
w h ic h  h a s  w itn e s se d  v a r i­
o u s  a ir  m is h a p s  in  r e c e n t 
tim es , he  sa id  the  c o m m is­
sio n  h a s  w ritte n  to  a ll a ir ­

lines  op e ra tin g  in  th e  c o u n ­
try  to  su b m it th e ir  in su rance  
p ro g ra m m e s  fo r  2 0 0 6  fo r  
ev a lu a tio n . H e assu red  tha t 
N A IC O M  w ill w o rk  w ith  
th e  a v ia t io n  in d u s try  a n d  
re g u la to ry  a rm s  to  e n su re  
th a t “ th e re  a re  e s ta b lish e d  
m in im u m  le v e ls  o f  in s u r ­
an ce  co v er in te rm s o f  scope 
an d  lim its  fo r th e  p ro tec tio n  
o f  a irp o rts , a irlines, p a ssen ­
g ers , c rew s, o th e r th ird  p a r­
ties  an d  a irp o rt fa c ilitie s .”

A cco rd ing ly , he  sa id  in ­
s u r a n c e  s e c to r  p o s t  c o n ­
so lid a tio n  w ill in c rease  to ta l 
c a p ita liz a tio n  o f  in su ra n c e  
to  N 3 0 0  b illio n  w h ile  th e  era 
w ill w itn e s s  in f lu x  o f  fo r­
e ign  partn ers  to  co m p lem en t 
in d ig en o u s  co m p an ies .

S in c e  N A IC O M  u n ­
fo ld ed  the  new  cap ita liza tion  
o f  N 2  b illio n , N 3 b illio n  and  
N 10 b illion  re sp ec tiv e ly  for 
a ll c la s se s  o f  u n d erw rite rs , 
in s u ra n c e  o p e ra to r s  h a v e  
c o n te n d e d  th a t n o n -re le a se  
o f  p a llia tiv e  g u id e lin es  a lso  
k n o w n  a s  c o n c e s s io n s ,  
h av e  s lo w ed  d ow n  th e  p ace  
o f  m e rg e rs  and  acq u is itio n  
t a l k s  a m o n g  in s u r a n c e  
firm s .

W ith  th e  c o n cess io n a ry  
m e a s u r e s  n o w  u n f o ld e d ,  
an a ly s ts  are  o f  th e  v iew  th a t 
it w ill speed  up  th e  m erg e r 
ta lk s  am o n g  firm s, m o re  so 
w h en  som e in su rance  firm s 
h av e  c o m m e n c e d  d u e  d il i­
g e n c e  on  th o s e  f i rm s  th a t 
a p p r o a c h e d  th e m  fo r  
m e rg e r  and  acq u is itio n s.

P r e s id e n t  O lu s e g u n  
O b a s a n jo ’s a l le g e d  
th ird  t e r i i  b id  y es te r­

day  sp lit senato rs w ith  som e 
vow ing  that the presiden t will 
rem ain in office beyond 2007.

S en a to r K ola  O gunw ale  
s a id  v<*stf»rda\ ihjjL, 
agenda w itfcw iu'J 'M b e n a W  
tors Saidu D ansadau and Sule 
Yari G an d i sa id  o p p o sitio n  
law m akers w ill derail the third 
term  train.

T h e  s e n a to r s  s p o k j *  
a g a in s t th e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  
rep o rted  c la im s by S ena to r 
A rthu r N zeribe that the th ird  
term  bid w ou ld  scale through 
i f  tab led  befo re  the leg is la ­
ture.

Speak ing  to  N ationa l A s­
sem bly  co rresponden ts y es­
te r d a y ,  O g u n w a le  (P D P  
O sun), said:

“ T hird  term  is a realistic  
issue tha t shou ld  happen  now  
because  w e need  it. I am  a N i­
gerian  and I am  entitled  to m y 
op in ion  and  from  all w hat 1 
h a v e  c o m e  a c ro s s  s in c e  I 
cam e to  the N ationa l A ssem ­
bly, w e need  the gentlem an to 
be there  fo r ano ther term  o f  
fou r years and  o f  course, N i­
gerians have  endo rsed  that.

“T he public  sittings have 
com e and  gone. It w as no t ri­
o tous, It w as peacefu l.

People h av e  a ire d  th e ir  
o p in io n  a n d  p e o p le  w e  
though t w ou ld  be against it 
c am e  o u t su p p o rtin g  it. So 
w h a t a re  w e  sa y in g  ab o u t 
so m e b o d y  c o m in g  a g a in s t 
it?”

O gunw ale  said  the only 
p o s s ib le  o b s ta c le  to  
O b a sa n jo ’s se lf-su c c e ss io n  
plan w ould be if  voters fail him 
at the polls.

B ut D ansadau , in  a  sw ift 
reac tion , said  the  th ird  term  
agenda  w as as good  as dead.

“ D efin ite ly , th o se  o f  us 
th a t oppose  it have no t been  
sleep ing  and  during  th e  p u b ­
l ic  h e a r in g s ,  w e  w e re  
strategising. So, I am  op tim is­
tic th a t the th ird  term  w ill not 
go  th rough  thg. N ational A s­
sem b ly . W e h av e  n o t b een  
sleep ing . W e h ave  been  ta lk ­
in g  to  o u r  c o lle a g u e s . W e 
h ave  m apped  ou t stra teg ies 
and w e are seriously  w ork ing  
to  ach ieve  ou r ob jec tive .”

H e said  “th ird  term  is no t 
designed  to  serve  the in ter­
est o f  th is country. It is de­
s igned  to  se rve  th e  in te rest 
o f  P r e s id e n t  O lu s e g u n  
O basan jo  and  theproponen ts 
o f  the third term  agenda and 
therefo re , I can n o t be  a party  
to  it.”

T he recen tly  held public 
h e a r in g s , ' D a n s a d a u  s a id , 
“w as never in tended  to  g ive 
oppo rtun ity  to  all N igerians. 
It w as to g ive opportun ity  to 
on ly  those w ho  support third 
term . I f  you start yo u r m em o 
b y  say in g  th a t y o u  suppo rt 
th ird  term , there w ill be ap ­
p la u se  an d  y o u  w ill be  a l­
low ed  to sp eak .”
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Ex-Governor 
makes case for polic

The F C T Commissioner o f  National Population Commission, Dr. Mrs. Dotun Odunleye, standing addressing the Ona o f  
Abaji and chairman, F C T Council o f  Chiefs, Alhaji Adamu Baba Yunusa, on the forth  coming 2006 Census at his palace 
in Apaji ...recently. •. Pix: Abubakar Sadiq Isah

lo rm er G o verno r o f  the 
d e f u n c t  N o r th - W e s t  
state and retired Com m i- 

s s io n e r  o f  P o lic e ,  A lh a ji  
U sm an Farouk, has called  on 
th e  fed e ra l g o v e rn m e n t to  
ca te r adequate ly  fo r the po ­
lice to en su re  security  o f  lives 
and  p roperty  in  the country.

Speaking  to  new sm en  on 
th e  s ta te  o f  th e  n a tio n  on  
M onday  in G om be, the fo r­
m er governo r expressed  sad ­
ness  w ith  the p o o r re m u n ­
eration  and poo r equ ipm ent 
o f  the co u n try ’s po lice , say ­
ing  there  is no  ju s tif ic a tio n  
fo r the cu rren t poverty  in the 
force.

T he  fo rm er p o lic e  boss  
w ho  d e sc rib ed  th e  N ig e ria  
police as ill-equipped, poorly 
r e m u n e r a te d  a n d  d e m o r ­
a lised , said  th e ir p o o r cond ­
ition is w hat causes, the state 
o f  in security  in the country.

From Muhammad Abubakar, Gomf

“N ob ody  is safe  in th  
country  no m atter how  highl 

_placed o n e  is b e c a u se  ou 
po lice  are  p o o rly  paid , 
d o n ’t h av e  any  e x cu se  f  
trea t them  th is way. N igeri 
is  a r ic h  c o u n try  th a t c a f 
affo rd  to  equip  and  rem un 
era te  its po lice  adequately , 
la m e n te d  A lh a j i  U sm a  
Farouk.

H e said  b lessed  w ith th 
a b u n d a n c e  o f  b o th  hu m a 
and  m aterial resources, it i s ! 
g rea t sham e that N igeria  I 
the k ind  o f  po lice  it now  has,! 
ca lling  on the au thorities to 
im m edia te ly  procure  a so lu ­
tion  so tha t secu rity  o f  lives 
w ill be guaranteed .

It w ill be recalled  that the 
rank and file o f  the N igeria  
po lice  recen tly  a ttem pted  to 
go on strike to  p ro test poo r 
re m u n e ra tio n , w e lfa re  and  
o ther re la ted  problem s.

FG to settle N1.5tr contract 
debts, pension arrears with bond-0+ 1*+

K “A V i

T ie  Finance M inister, Dr. 
N gozi O kon jo -Iw eala , 
has d isc losed  tha t the 

federal governm ent p lans to 
u s e  t h e  b o n d  m a r k e t  to  
reso lve  the over N 1.5 trillion  
deb t ow ed  co n tra c to rs  and 
pension  arrears facing  it.

A ccord ing  to  the m in ister 
w h o  r e v e a le d  th is  on  th e  
occasion  o f  the inauguration  
c e itm o n y  o f  the B ond M ar­
k e t  S te e r in g  C o m m it te e  
C BM SC), th e re  is n e e d  to  
c rea te  an  ac tive bond  m arket 
in N igeria.

Top d ign itaries tha t g ra ­
ced  the even t include fo rm er 
M inister o f  F inance, Dr. K alu 
Idika K alu, D irector-G eneral 
o f  th e  D e b t M a n a g e m e n t 
O ffice, Dr. M ansur M uktar, 
D ire c to r-G e n e ra l , P en sio n  
C o m m is s io n  o f  N ig e r ia  
(P E N C O M ), D irec to r-G en ­
eral, S ecurities &  E xchange 
Com m ission (SEC), Mr. Musa 
A l-F ak i and  a  host o f  o thers.

She posited  tha t a  local 
bond  m arket confers num e­
rous benefits to  the econom y, 
ad d in g  th a t-“a w e ll- fu n c ti­
on ing  bond  m arket, is e sse ­
ntia l fo r a by  m arket de te r­
m ined  resource  allocation .

' “ It is a ls o  c r i t ic a l  fo r  
boosting  the resilience  o f  its 

-f in a n c ia l sy s tem  and  in su ­
lating against external shocks 
and  con tag ion ,”  she said.

Dr. M uktar ea rlie r stated 
th a t the  en tire  idea  w as to  
bu ild  a  consensus on how  to 
develop  the bond m arket to 
cu rta il o v e rd e p e n d e n c e  on 
internal borrow ing.

F ro m  B rig h t E w u lu , Lagos

H ow ever, because  o f  the 
com plex nature o f  the m arket, 
he  s tressed  th a t all s tak eh ­
o lders should  w ork  together 
to  fa sh io n  a c red ib le  secu ­
rities m arket.

T he  m in is te r had  d is c l­
osed  that “ the bond  issuance 
program m e has facilitated the 
r e s t r u c tu r in g  o f  e x is t in g  
sho rt term  deb ts as w ell as 
sustainab le , non-inflationary  
f i n a n c in g  o f  th e  g o v e r ­
nm en t’s deficit.

“ To p ro m o te  and  s tre n ­
g th e n  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s 
bond m arket and  indeed the 
entire fixed-incom e securities 
m arket, D M O , in  co llab o ra­
tion  w ith  o ther stakeho lders 
in the bond  m arket, as fina li­
sing arrangem ents for establi­
shing a system  o f  p rim ary  de­
aler/m arket m akers,” he said.

M em bers o f  the steering  
c o m m it te e  in c lu d in g  th e  
m inister o f  finance, Dr. N gozi 
O kon jo -Iw eala , D M O , D ire ­
c to r  G e n e ra l, D r. M a n su r  
M u k tar, P re s id e n t, M o n ey  
M arket A ssocia tion  o f  N ige­
ria , M r. F u n so  S h o b a n d e , 
President^ C hartered  Institute 
o f  S to c k b r o k e r s ,  H e n ry  
O layem i, B G L L im ited  M an­
aging Director, Dr. A lbert Ok- 
um agba, C aleb  A. Yaro, chai­
rm an  cornerstone  S ecurities 
etc.

A cco rd in g  to  Yaro w ho 
spoke fo r the se lected  m em ­
bers, there is a need  to  ch a­
n g e  th e  c u r r e n t  s i tu a t io n  
w here equalities contro l over

eigh ty  percen t o f  ou r m arket, 
saying tha t there  is a need  for 
c r e a t iv i ty  in  th e  a re a s  o f  
derivatives.

a n o  s ta te  P D P  h a s  
w ashsd  its hands o ff  

-the  th ird  term  agenda 
b e in g  a g i t a te d  fo r  a t  th e  
public hearing  sittings across 
the country.

S peak ing  in  K aduna  y e s­
terday  during  a  v is it to  G ove- 
rn o r  A h m e d  M o h a m m e d  
M a k a rf i,  K an o  s ta te  P D P

Public hearings: Third term 
not in our agenda-^ n o  pdp

c h a irm a n , S e n a to r  M a su d  
J ib r il  D o g u w a , s ta te d  th a t 
they  believe  in constitu tional

Census: Kwara 
deploys commissioners
Ki

w ara  S tate governor, 
D r B u k o la  S a ra k i ,  

..y este rd ay  d e p lo y e d  
h is council m em bers to  the ir 
constituencies as part o f  the 
a g g re ss iv e  m o b iliz a tio n  to  
sa n itiz e  th e  p e o p le  on  the 
fo rth co m in g  n a tio n a l head  
count.

The m obilization exercise 
is d e s ig n e d  to  ed u ca te  th e  
people  on the need  to  ensure 
the success o f  the census in 
the three senatoria l d is tric ts 
o f  the state.

L ead ing  the team  fo r the

F m m  A bdulR azaq A debavo,
Ilorin

K w ara central senatorial d is­
trict com prising  tw o com m is­
s io n e rs , p e rm a n e n t s e c re ­
ta rie s  and  spec ia l adv ise rs , 
the com m issioner fo r L ocal 
G overnm ent and C hiefta incy  
A ffairs, H ajia N im ota Ibrahim  
called  fo r coopera tion  from  
the people in the bid to correct 
the m istakes o f  the past.

H ajia  Ib rah im  w ho  add r­
essed  the peop le  at the Ilorin  
W est L o c a l G o v e rn m e n t

Malam Abdulai Sliuaib (right) Progrmame Director OIC briefing journalists on 
the cartoons at NUJ Press Centre, Ikeja. Sitting with him is Sheikh Dliikrullahi 
Shafimudeen, Chief Imam o f  N TA 10. Pix: Oladipupo Odunewu.

Secretariat, said, “O ur efforts 
in the im pending  exerc ise  is 
to  e n s u r e  th a t  w e  g u id e  
against the p itfalls o f  the past 
“ w h ic h  led  to  th e  u n d e rc ­
oun ting  o f  people.

T h e  e f f e c t ,  sh e  s ta te d  
w as the m ajo r lapse on reso ­
u rce  a llo ca tio n  to  th e  sta te  
a n d  th e  ad v e rse  im p ac t on 
h e r developm ent.

T he  c o m m iss io n e r  sa id  
the governm ent w ould  use all 
m ach ineries at its d isposal to 
p rev en t reoccurrence  o f  the 
u g ly  in c id en ce  w h ich  b ro ­
u g h t in its w ake a  lo t o f  den ­
ials and  a ssoc ia ted  in co n v ­
en iences to  the peop le  o f  the 
sta te .

H ajia  Ibrahim  u rged  the 
p e o p le  to  c o o p e ra te  w ith  
enum erato rs and superv iso rs 
o f  th e  N a tio n a l P o p u la tio n  
C om m ission saying the gove­
rnm ent attached high priority  
to  2006  census exercise.

T he C om m iss ioner parti­
cu larly  asked  L ocal C ouncil 
O ffic ia ls  to  p enetra te  all the 
w ork  and  cranny  o f  the state 
and  persuade  the peop le  o f  
the a rea  to  ensure th e  succ­
ess o f  the exercise.

She assu red  o ffic ia ls  o f  
the com m ission  that the state 
a n d  L o c a l  G o v e rn m e n ts  
w ou ld  p lace  at th e ir d isposal 
a ll lo g is t ic s  n e c e s s a ry  to  
m ake the p rog ram m e a huge 
su ccess .

F rom  A bduIR aheem  A odu,
j Correspondent (Kaduna) \

am endm ents as it re la tes to 
sta te  e lec to ra l com m ission , 
revenue sharing  fo rm u la  and 
tra d it io n a l in s ti tu tio n s  b u t 
no t the th ird  term .

“T hird  term  is no t in our 
agenda. W e have no th ing  to 
do  w ith  it. W e b e lie v e  in  
constitu tional am endm ent as 
w e w an t our constitu tion  to 
b e  re v ie w e d , e sp e c ia lly  in 
a re a s  lik e  s ta te  e le c to r a l  
c o m m is s io n , th e  re v e n u e  
sharing form ula and the trad ­
i t io n a l  in s t i tu t io n s  w h ic h  
n e e d s  to  b e  g iv en  c o n s t it­
u tional duties.

“T h e  p u b lic  h e a rin g  is 
n ecessa ry  becau se  w e can ­
n o t c o n tin u e  lik e  th is . W e 
need  to  m ake correc tions to 
m ain ta in  the co rporate  ex is­
tence  o f  the country . T hus, 
the constitu tion  needs to  be 
rev iew ed  to  a llow  the am en­
d m e n ts  th o u g h  n o t on  th e  
issue o f  th ird  te rm ,” he said.

S e n a to r  D o g u w a  sa id  
they  w ere  in K aduna to  thank 
G overnor M akarfi for playing 
h o s t to  th em  d u r in g  th e i r  
re trea t early  in the year.

M akarfi in h is response, 
assured them  that the m istake 
th a t  b r o u g h t  to  p o w e r  
o p p o s i t io n  p a r t ie s  in  th e  
north  w est zone  w ill no t be 
re p e a tjd  as the ru ling  party  
w ill w in  all the no rthJ w est 
s ta tes  to m e  2007  and  c h a ­
rged  them  to w ork hard  for 
the party  to ach ieve its aim s.



N e w s
UAD to moblise 

Nigerians against 3rd term
A

Mr. John Adzer, Director Marketing and Promotion o f NTDC Abuja, (left), discussing with Mr. Denis Tor Orjiume, General Manager o f  
Manet Hotels Kaduna, at the National Workshop on Tourism Awareness and Development in Nigeria, organised by National Institute for
Hospitality and Tourism, held in Kaduna...recently Pix Shehu K. Goro

Emirates skywards membership
N  .............................................

lgenan passengers are in 
Icreasingly joining Emir 
lates’ frequent flyer pro­

gramme - Skywards.
Skywards is a unique pro­

gramme aimed at rewarding cus­
tomers who choose to travel with 
Emirates to any o f the airlines' 
80 destinations in 56 countries.

According to Mr. Azeem, 
E m ira tes’ M anager, N igeria: 
“Skywards takes its members far 
beyond the immediate travel ex­
perience  by p rov id ing  m ore 
choices and rewarding passenger 
loyally, its numerous rewards 
such as free air tickets, upgrades 
to Business and First class and 
special hotel rates have prompted

By S h a k ira t A b d u lm a jeed ,
Correspondent (Lagos)

many Nigerians to join this ex­
clusive club.”

He added: “It is encouraging 
to note that almost 10,000 adults 
and several hundred children 
have joined the Skywards and 
Skysurfers programmes respec­
tively.”

The two key drivers o f  the 
Skywards programme are inno­
vation and the philosophy o f  
superior customer services that 
touch all points. This innovation 
has led  to the c rea tio n  o f  
Skysurfers, a club tailored to­
wards the preferences and inter-

FG negotiates $200m 
World Bank loan for Lagos

ha recent sovereign credit

T  rating o f Nigeria has placed 
the country in the same 

economic cadre and Brazil with 
Turkey, the Minister o f  Finance, 
Dr. N gozi O konjo-Iw eala has 
said.

She said with the rating o f 
BB-that the Nigerian public and 
private sector can now access in­
tentional finance at a much re­
duce rate unlike'before.

Speaking at a breakfast meet­
ing organized for her by the non­
g overn m en ta l o rg an iza tio n  
(NGO) Corporate Nigeria, the 
minister disclosed that the fed­
eral government is currently ne­
gotiating for $200m no interest 
credit facility for Lagos state 
courtesy o f the World Bank.

She said the loan will be used 
for environmental clean up, solid 
waste disposal, slum upgrade and 
what have you, adding that Presi­
dent Olusegun Obasanjo is sol­
idly in support o f the effort.

Going further at the event 
graced by top officials from gov­
ernment and the private sector, 
namely the M inister o f Works 
and H ousing, C h ie f A deseye 
Ogunlese, Minister o f Commu­
n ica tio n , C h ie f  (^ornelius 
Adebayo, President o f the Nige­
rian  S tock  E xchange, Dr. 
Raymond Obieri and Chairman,

I C o rp o ra te  N igeria , Dr. Ndi 
Okereke Onyuike.

From  B right Ewuiu,
Deputy Business Editor (Lagos)

Dr. Okonjo-Iweala said that 
surveys show that incidents o f 
corruption is falling.

According to her, the biggest 
challenge for the federal govem- 
irient is the issue o f infrastruc­
ture but said that the government 
is set to combat it.

She said the governm ent 
plans to resolve the issues o f 
epileptic electricity supply and 
that this was responsible for the 
ongoing efforts to build seven 
power stations across the coun­
try.

Understandably, she opined 
that the economy will become 
better in the years ahead but 
maintained that there was need 
to ensure the rule o f law, process 
and system s that w ill lead to 
sustainability.

On the purpose o f  country 
credit risk rating, she posited, 
“the purpose is to benchmark 
your economy in the global set­
ting. By attaining a sovereign 
credit rating, your country could 
mitigate risks and attract foreign 
direct investment.

“But we will be rated yearly 
so we should work hard on the 
reforms to maintain this positive 
ratings. We have a three year plan 
to get us to where we want to 
be,” she said.

ests o f  young travellers between 
the ages o f two and 16.

Skywards earning opportu­
nities occur when flying with 
Emirates or SriLankan Airlines. 
With three tiers o f  membership - 
Blue, Silver and Gold - members 
can enjoy m ore privileges in 
higher membership tiers.

Skyw ards’ recently in tro­
duced the Family Bonus pro­
gramme whereby individual cus­
tomers can nominate up to eight 
family members to receive 20 per 
cent o f their own flight miles when 
flying with either Emirates or 
SriLankan Airlines.

When redeeming miles, Sky­
wards’ members can receive free 
tickets not only from Emirates 
or SriLankan airlines, but also 
from other Skywards partners 
worldwide such as South Afri­
can Airways, Delta, Japan Air­
line, and United Airlines.

Mr. Deji Morohunfola, Sky­
w ards’ Gold card member and 
President, Creative Digits Con­
sult Limited, stated: “My accu­
mulated miles often generate tick­
ets for my family vacations. 1 also 
get upgrades and access to the 
Emirates’ lounge and hotel at the 
Dubai International Airport, all 
o f which come complementary 
owing to my Skywards member­
ship.

“ Skyw ards m em bers can 
also choose from other exciting 
benefits such as guaranteed book­
ing on any Emirates flight; flight 
upgrades; special hotel rates; 
unique travel packages with Ara­
bian adventures; chauffeured 
transport to and from designated 
special meal considerations; fast 
track services at the airport; and 
Stopover packages at selected 
destinations.”

The latest innovation from 
Emirates is a facility that ensures 
easy and convenient check-in for 
a ll Skyw ards m em bers. All 
members traveling with just hand 
baggage can now check them­
selves in for a flight using the new 
Self Check-In Kiosks at Dubai 
IntemationaJ Airport. The facil­
ity is also available to customers 
who are members o f Skywards’ 
partner airlines.

Members insert their mem­
bership cards and their booking

increases
is displayed on the kiosk screen 
follow ing verification  o f  the 
card’s number. They can then 
confirm or change their assigned 
seat, register their Skywards or 
partner frequent flyer Miles, and 
print their boarding cards, which 
include the First or Business 
Class Lounge invitation.

Travellers can jo in  Sky­
wards by registering online or at 
the Emirates Lagos office located 
at C hurchgate Building, Afri 
Bank street, Victoria Island. Reg­
istration can also take place at 
any o f  the Emirates booking of­
fices worldwide. Registration is 
free o f charge.

Skywards was launched in 
May 2000 and has won several 
prestigious awards including; 
Best Customer Service Award, 
along with an award for the Best 
Web Site and Programme o f  the 
year.

pro-democracy organiza 
tion, the United Action 

■-for Democracy (UAD). 
has vowed to mobilize people 
for civil disobedience against the 
alleged third term ambition o f 
President Olusegun Obasanjo.

The group said this at a press 
conference on Monday where it 
condemned the arrest and deten­
tion o f  its national convener, 
Abiodun Aremu and 23 other 
activists including students o f  
the Ladoke Akintola University 
o f Technology.

General Secretary o f UAD. 
Taiwo Otitolaye, said the con­
tinued detention o f the activists 
has further shown the repressive 
streak o f the Obasanjo adminis­
tration.

His words; “ the life o f this 
administration headed by Gen. 
Olusgun Obasanjo since 1999 
has witnessed more state repres­
sion, assassinations, massacres, 
pogroms, corruption and apathy 
for the rule o f law more than any 
other government in the political 
history o f our country. The Odi 
village destruction, Zaki-biam 
m assacre , Bola Ige, H arry 
Marshall assassinations are ex­
amples. The UAD is convinced 
that Obasanjo is poised to .con­
tinue along this line if  an over­
whelming opposition is not pro­
vided to confront the fascist re­
gime.”

He submitted that the presi­
dent is desperate to achieve the

I F ro m  O lu m id e  B aju laiyc, j
Correspondent (Lagos) 

plot hence the manipulation o f i 
ihe constitution being pursued 
by the government.

“This government had ear­
lier set up a technical review com­
mittee jn  1999 and the so-called 
national political reform confer­
ence, but when the outcome o f ! 
these fell short o f  O basanjo’s 
expectations, he went in search 
o f a manipulated public forum 
to am end the c o n stitu tio n  
through the ‘pigeon hole arrange­
ment,” Otjtolaye said.

The South-West coordinator 
o f UAD, Wale Balogun, said it 
would be criminal if  the south­
west region does not take on the 
president on his ambition. ;

According to him, given the 
historical role o f the region in 
Nigeria, it owes , it a duty to 
spearhead the struggle as it has 
always done and enjoined the 
people to get ready for mass ac­
tion to stop tho realization o f the 
third plot and end bad govern­
ance in the country. '

He called for the immediate 
and unconditional release- o f  | 
Babasola Da Silva and Olubunmi 
Taiwo, members o f  the UAD j 
who were arrested in Idanre, 
Ondo state, since February 10, 
2006, for being in possession of 
anti-third term posters and have i 
been in police detention at Area 
10, Force CID, Abuja.

Kano councillors allege 
attack by thugs

s ix councillors from Karaye 
local govnerm ent have 
taken refuge in Kano for 

fear o f being attacked by politi­
cal thugs believed to have been 
sponsored by the local govern­
ment chairman, Alhaji Bashir 
Yahaya Karaye.

In a five page petition to the 
Kano State House o f Assembly 
and the Kano State police com­
mand, the councillors accused 
the chairman o f hiring thugs to 
attack them while in session in 
the local governm ent council 
chamber.

From  M usa U m ar K azauare,
Regional Editor (Kano)

Public hearings: Group 
wants members released

T he C oalition o f  O odua 
S e l f - D e te r m in a t io n  
Groups has asked the N i­

gerian police to release without 
further delay, all the activists 
who were arrested and detained 
since last week in Osogbo, Osun 
state by security operatives for 
allegedly protesting the just con­
cluded public hearings on the 
constitution review at the venue 
o f the committee’s sitting.

But COSEG at a news con­
ference addressed try the Presi­
dent o f Oodua Youth Movement, 
Mr. Femi Obayori, in Ikeja on 
Sunday, condemned the arrest of 
the activists led by the convener 
o f the United Action for Democ­
racy, Mr. Abiodun Aremu, de­
scribing it as unconstitutional.

The group insisted that the 
continued detention o f the peo­
ple showed that constitution re­
view was a private meeting o f 
sycophants who are canvassing 
the ex ten s io n  o f  P res id en t 
Olusegun Obasanjo’s tenure be­
yond 2007.

It also described the last

w eek’s invasion o f  the Lagos 
state university by security op­
eratives and the brutalisation o f 
students and lecturers including 
Mr. Obayori, who is a lecturer in 
the institution.

The group also called on the 
federal government to order the 
im m ed ia te  re lease  o f  C h ie f 
Frederick Faseun and Chief Gani 
A dam s, both  leaders o f  the 
Oodua Peoples Congress; Chief 
R alph U w azu rike , A lhaji 
M ujaheed A sari-D okubo and 
others.

It insisted that the federal 
government’s refusal to allow the 
convocation o f a Sovereign Na­
tional Conference portends great 
danger for the future o f  the coun­
try.

It mourned the death o f one 
o f its leaders. Dr. Beko Ransome- 
Kuti, who died recently and dis­
closed plans to immortalize him 
through the setting up o f a foun­
dation.

The group said the founda­
tion will assist the poor and the 
less privileged who the deceased 
lived and died for.

They stated that their ordeal 
with the chairman started after 
reporting him (chairman) to the 
ministry o f local government over 
his recent embezzlement of local 
government funds allocated to 
the council. The removal o f the 
council leader whom they de­
scribed as the chairman and ac­
complice did not go down well 
with the chairman.

The petition, dated 17th Feb­
ruary, 2006 continued, “when we 
were conducting our normal sit­
ting o f the council at the( council 
cham ber yesterday, he (chair­
man) organized a group o f hood­
lums, and upon his instructions, 
they went into tljg council cham­
ber and started beating and abus­
ing us right inside the council 
chamber. They destroyed the 
chairs and injured some o f us.”

The petitioners representing 
Karaye/Hajji, T/Kaya, Daura and 
Turawa wards pleaded with the 
State House o f Assembly, to as a 
matter of urgency, bring the per­
petrators to book as well as sub­
ject the chairman, Alhaji Bashir 
Yahaya Karaye, to a thorough 
investigation over funds allocated 
to the local governm ent area. 
They also  sought protection  
from the political thugs they 
claim are working for the chair­
man.

When contacted, the local 
governm ent chairm an, Alhaji 
Bashir Yahaya Karaye, said there 
is no iota o f  truth in their allega­
tions and promised to furnish 
details of his defence on the mat­
ter later after due consultations.

He added, “When the situa­
tion was getting out o f hand the 
police was invited to maintain 
peace in the local government 
chamber. It was supporter o f the 
speaker from  tow n that d is­
rupted their sitting not mine.”
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Kano stakeholders 
oppose third term

K a n o  s t a te  s t a k e h ­
o ld e rs  h av e  k ick ed  
a g a in s t a n y  te n u re  

ex tension  fo r P residen t O lu s­
e g u n  O b a s a n jo  a n d  o th e r  
elected political office holders.

T h e y  a r g u e d  th a t  th e  
m ove w ill no t augu r w ell for 
d e m o c ra c y  an d  th e  s o c io ­
econom ic developm ent o f  the 
country .

T he chairm an  o f  the stak­
e h o ld e r s  c o m p r is in g  e ld e r  
s ta te s m e n  an d  re p re s e n ta ­
tives o f  the various op in ion  
leaders in Kano, Alhaji M agaji 
D am batta , w ho  add ressed  a 
jo in t p ress con ference  y este ­
rday, said  that tenure  ex ten ­
sion w ould underm ine develo­
p m e n t ,  p r o g r e s s  a n d  th e  
h a rm o n io u s co -ex is te n ce  in 
the pountry.

F rom  iM ustapha lsah  
K w aru . a n d  A liyu Saleh 

M a c h ik a , Correspondents, 
(Kano)

A lhaji M agaji w ho is also  
the ch a irm an  o f  th e  A rew a  
C o n su lta tiv e  F orum  B oards 
o f  T ru s te e s ,  s a id  th a t  th e  
s ta k e h o ld e rs  h av e  no  p e rs ­
onal ha tred  fo r any  person  or 
p o li tic a l o ff ic e  h o ld e r , b u t 
o n ly  f i g h t in g  to  e n s u r e  
ju s tice , lay a so lid  foundation  
fo r deve lopm en t and  to  resist 
d ic ta to rsh ip .

“ W hen you  are  ta lk ing  o f  
th ird  te rm  o r  e x t e n s io n o f  
te n u r e  fo r  e le c te d  p u b lic  
o fficers w ho cam e into office 
on an ag reed  s tipu la ted  and 
p re -d e te rm in ed  fo rm u la r o f  
tw o term s o f  fou r years and 
fo r them  to now  com e in the

Presidency: Nothing can 
stop my ambition -Kalu

T h e  A b ia  S ta te  
G overno r, O rji U zo r 
K a lu . h a s  d e c la r e d  

that no am ount o f  intim idation 
or th rea t w ill m ake h im  drop 
h is am b itio n  to  co n te s t th e  
2007 presidential election.

C o m m e n t in g  o n  th e  
freezing  o f  tw o  o f  his bank 
ac c o u n ts  by  th e  E co n o m ic  
a n d  F in a n c ia l  C r im e s  
C om m ission  (E FC C ), at the 
w eekend  in L agos, K alu  to ld  
jo u rn a lis t tha t the ac tion  w as 
tak en  by  th e  p re s id e n c y  to  
fo rce h im  to  d rop  h is p lans to  
con tes t the 2007 presiden tia l 
e lec tions.

A cco rd ing  to  h im , one o f  
the frozen  accoun ts is tha t o f  
D r. O r j i  U z o r  K a lu  fo r  
P r e s id e n t  C a m p a ig n  
O rganisation , the p latform  on 
w h ic h  h e  is  s e e k in g  to  
a c tu a l iz e  h is  a m b i t io n  to  
con tes t th e  2007  presiden tia l 
elec tions.

H e vow ed  that no am oun t 
o f  p re s s u re  o r  th r e a t  w ill  
h inder him , saying he w ill run 
ag a in s t P res id en t O lusegun  
O b a sa n jo  i f  he  e v e n tu a lly  
goes fo r a th ird  term .

Said  he, “ I am  stand ing  to  
c o n te s t th is  e le c tio n  an d  I 
hope the elec tions w ill be free 
and  fair. T hese  peop le  have 
taken th e ir tu rn  and  now  they 
w an t to  use ou r ow n tim e. We 
are  no t g o in g  to  a llow  it. I 
have been  haun ted  for alm ost 
s ix  y e a rs  b u t th is  w ill no t

F ro m  S am son  O jo ,
Correspondent (Lagos)

hinder m e as there is a lim it to 
w h ic h  y o u  c a n  p u s h  th e  
people . N igerian  peop le  are 
now  m ore  d e te rm in ed  than  
ever," he stated.

C o m m e n tin g  o n  so m e  
s ta te  g o v e r n o r s ’ b la n k e t  
su p p o r t fo r a th ird  te rm  in 
office for p residen t O basanjo, 
h e  s a id  th a t  h e  w a s  n o t 
su rp ris e d  b e c a u se  th e y  d id  
no t rea lly  m ean  it, bu t d id  so 
because  o f  in tim idation  from  
sta te  se c u r ity  ag en c ies . H e 
expressed  d ism ay that people 
th a t  w e re  e le c te d  a s  
g o v e rn o rs  co u ld  e a s ily  ac t 
against the ir peo p le ’s interest.

A sk e d  w h e th e r  h e  can  
still re a liz e  h is p res id en tia l 
am bition  w ith  m ajo rity  o f  the 
s t a te  g o v e r n o r s  b a c k in g  
President O basanjo  fo r a third 
term , he said  those governors 
s u p p o r t in g  a  th i r d  te rm  
agenda  are  no t the N igerian  
people, saying eventually , the 
m ajo rity  w ill still h ave  their 
way.

“ M y c o lleag u es  a re  no t 
th e  N ig e r ia n  p e o p le . T h e  
larger m ajority w ill still have a 
say. 1 d o n ’t feel d iscouraged  
by th e ir ac tions bu t rather, 1 
feel s tronger because  I know  
tha t sooner o r later, they  w ill 
com e back  to  their senses and 
back  m y am bition  to becom e 
the p residen t in 2 0 07 .”

m iddle  o f  the gam e to change 
the ru les in o rder to  facilita te  
their continuation in office for 
ano ther tenure, m ight a lso  be 
th e ir beg inn ing  o f  co n tinua­
tion  forever. T h is  tac tics has 
happened in countries like the 
D e m o c ra t ic  R e p u b l ic  o f  
C o n g o , E th io p ia ,  U g a n d a  
am ong  o thers,”  he said.

j H e expressed  d ism ay  that 
s o m e  le a d e r s  tu r n e d  to  
d ic ta to rs , te r ro r is e  p e o p le , 
shun ad v ice  and  th w art the 
rapid developm ent o f  a nation 
a ll  u n d e r  th e  g u is e  o f  
Succeeding in pow er.

H e in s is te d  th a t  K a n o

stakeho lders  are o u t to  halt 
such ugly  trends, ensure  true 
dem ocra tic  e th ics and  p rin ­
cip les w hich  are the principal 
b a s is  th a t w o u ld  p ro v e  the 
w ay  fo r developm ent, peace 
and  tra n q u illi ty  am o n g  the 
people.

“T his struggle is fo r every 
citizen . We fought for indep­
endence from  co lon ial m ast­
e rs . W e sh o u ld  n o t a llo w  
an y b o d y  to  en slav e  us. We 
sh o u ld  re s is t and  fig h t th e  
im p o sitio n  o f  any  ru le  th a t 
w ould  no t favour ou r righ t to  
ex ist in p eace ,” he said.

T he chairm an said that the 
so ca lled  pub lic  h earin g  on  
the rev iew  o f  the 1999 co n st­
itu tion  w as full o f  flaw s and 
uncerta in ties, say ing  N ig e r­
ians should  rally  against any 
m ove to  am end  the ex isting  
co n stitu tio n  ju s t  to  su it the 
in terest o f  som e indiv iduals.

Swiss govt deports 25 
Nigerians
T w en ty  five N igerians 

w e re  d e p o r te d  fro m  
S w itz e r la n d  on  

T hursday .
T he deportees, all m ale, 

a r r iv e d  th e  M u r ta la  
M o h a m m e d  I n te rn a t io n a l  
A irport, Lagos, in the evening 
aboard  a  chartered  flight.

Daily Trust learnt that two 
o f  th e  d e p o r te e s  h ad  b een  
c o n v ic te d  fo r d ru g  re la te d  
o ffences in S w itzerland  and 
had com pleted  their ja il term s 
befo re  th e ir deportation .

Daily Trust a lso  gathered  
tha t fou r others w ere  charged  
fo r  d ru g  p u s h in g  b u t n o t 
conv ic ted .

S o m e  o f  th e  d e p o r te e s  
w ere  jo b  seekers w ho  refused 
to  le av e  S w itz e r la n d  w h en  
offered  free  tickets to  return

By S h a k ira t A b d u lm ajeed ,
Correspondent (Lagos)

to  N ig e r ia  b y  th e  S w is s  
governm ent.

O u r so u rces  h in ted  tha t 
the S w iss g o v ern m en t pa id  
fo r th e  E m e rg e n c y  T ra v e l 
C ertifica tes o f  th e  deportees 
a n d  p ro v id e d  6 ,0 0 0  S w iss  
F rancs (abou t N 8 0 0 ,000 ) to 
th e  d e p o rte e s  w h o  d id  no t 
co m m it c rim es w h ile  those  
charged  w ith  crim es received  
no th ing .

T h e  so u rc e  s a id  2 ,0 0 0  
S w is s  F ra n c s  w e re  m a d e  
a v a i l a b le  to  th e m  in 
Sw itzerland w hile the balance 
w o u ld  b e  p a id  to  them , in j 
N igeria  th rough  the N igeria  j 
Im m igration Service. W om en i 
w ith  e x p ir e d  im m ig ra t io n  j 
p a p e r s ,  th e  s o u r c e  s a id ,  j 
co llec ted  free tickets and  left j 
Sw itzerland quietly.

Right, Governor A hm ad M oham m ed M akarfi o f  Kaduna state, discussing with his deputy, Mr. Patrick I. Yakowa, left, and  
Director-General o f  Publicity, A lhaji M uktar S. Sirajo, during the visit o fE U A  mbassador on official visit to Kaduna state 

.recently. Pix: Sheftu K. Goro.

Third term agenda will fail -Rights activist
A  r e k n o w n  h u m a n  By R ak ivaA . M u h am m ad , O basan jo  w as no t in pow er, stitu tion  w as a lready  prepa-

r ig  ts  a c t i v i s t s  in  Correspondent (Jos) he  w ou ld  h ave  been  part o f  red  fo r a th ird  te rm  and  to

. .  . . rf t e a j  St13 te ’ F‘ '• T T  7  7  . th e  s tru g g le  ag a in s t a th ird  c o v e r  u p , th e y  o rd e r e d  a
N an k in g  B agudu , h as asse - sion  of the  ten u re  does n o t . ,
rted that the third term  agenda su cceed . ' . Pu 1C earing,
w ill fa il, s tress in g  tha t it is “ T he  th ird  te rm  a g e n d a  Mr. B agudu  w ho  d e sc n -  H e said  the public  hearing
ev iden t that N igerians do no t w ill not succeed. N igerians are e 1 e Pu 1C ta r in g s  as w as a  fa ilu re , no ting  that the
w ant a third term  for President de term ined  to  ensure tha t it s ta 8 e m a n a 8 e d > n o ted  th a t general view  is that people  are
O lu s e g u n  O b a s a n jo  a n d  fails. It failed in 1972. It failed m any  o f th o s e  w ho w ere  cla- opposed  to th ird  term ,
o th e rs  in  1991 It fa iled  during  the m ounng for a third term during N4r. B agudu  ad v ised  the

Speaking to  Daily Trust in  A bacha era. It canno t succ- th e  h e a r in g s ,  w e n t u n d e r  p ro p o n en ts  o f  th ird  term  to
Jos, Mr. B agudu w ho  is the eed now  because  w e are no t o rg a n iz a t io n s  th a t  do  n o t read the m ood o f  the m ajority
D irector, L eague fo r H um an fo o ls . N ig e ria n s  a re  d e te r-  ex ' st- in the coun try  w hile stressing
R igh ts, sa id  it is c le a r  th a t m in ed  to  f ig h t fo r w h a t is S a id  th e  a c t iv is ts  “ th e  the need  fo r the po litica l sta- 
N ig e r ia n s  a re  t i r e d  o f  th e  r i g h t , ”  th e  h u m a n  r ig h t s  public  hearings w ere  m erely  ge to  he  opened  to  N igerians
O basan jo  adm in istra tion  and  ac tiv is t asserted . stage m anaged . T he inform - w h o  w o u ld  e n s u r e  g o o d
w ou ld  ensure tha t any ex ten- H e said  tha t i f  P residen t ation w e go t w as that the con- g o vernance .
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Armed robbers attack 
Platinum Habib Bank, kill two
T w o peo p le  w ere  k illed  

and  m illions o f  na ira  
reportedly sto len  w hen 

arm ed  robbers attacked  P lati- 
num -H ab ib  B ank  in U yo, the 
A k w a Ibom  S tate  cap ita l in 
the early  h o a rs  o f  Saturday.

A cco rd in g  to  a  w itness , 
the robbers  n u m b erin g  over 
30, cam e in a veh ic le  w ith  in ­
sc rip tio n  ‘T he  N ig erian  L e­
g io n ’ a t ab o u t 12.30 a .m  and

From  E det Ekanem ,
Correspondent, Uyo

shot sp o rad ica lly  in to  th e  a ir 
to scare  peop le . T he  o p e ra ­
tion  las ted  till 5 .30  am , leav ­
ing  tw o  perso n s dead .

'A s k e d  ab o u t th e  am oun t 
the bank  lo s t in th e  o p e ra ­
tion , a  s ta f f  o f  the b an k  Dr. 
D abo Shebby, said  “ I am  say­
ing no th in g  w as ca rted  aw ay, 
I am  sorry,” and w alked away.

E ffo rts  to  g e t com m en ts 
from  the bank  m anager failed 
a s  s e c u r ity  o f f ic e rs  o f  th e  
bank  to ld  Daily Trust tha t the 
m a n a g e r  w a s  a t te n d in g  a  
m ee tin g  and  w o u ld  no t w an t 
to  co m m en t on  the m atter.

It w as o bserved  th a t a lot 
o f  d am age  w as done  to w in ­
dow s and  doors o f  the bank.

A  se c u r ity  o f f ic e r  w ho  
spoke  on co n d itio n  o f  an o ­

nym ity  to ld  Daily Trust that 
tw o  o f  th e  b a n k s  s e c u r ity  
m en w ere killed.

H e said  the tw o  m en w ho 
w ere  k illed  w ere  those  w ho 
slep t in C ross C o un try  m o to r 
park  op p o site  the bank.

Mr. K oko E kpo, a w orker 
w ith  C ross C o un try  M otors, 
A bak  road , U yo, to ld  Daily 
Trust th a t  w in d s c r e e n  o f  
C ro s s  C o u n try  b u s e s  th a t

w e re  p a rk e d  in th e  s ta tio n  
w ere  b roken  by  stray  bu lle ts .

H e sa id  a t the end  o f  the 
o p era tion , one  o f  th e ir buses 
w as taken  aw ay  by  th e  ro b ­
bers . H e sa id  a  d riv e r w ho  
w as s leep ing  a long  w ith  o th ­
ers in  one  o f  th e  bu s w as h it 
by  bu lle ts  and  w as ru sh ed  to 
the hosp ita l.

O thers  w ho  w ere  h it by  
stray  bu lle ts  are  cu rren tly  ly ­

ing  c ritica lly  ill a t th e  L ife - 
C am p hosp ita l in  U yo.

T h e  s ta te  p o lic e  p u b lic  
re la tio n s  o ff ic e r , M r. S u u r 
Chafer, w ho spoke w ith  Daily 
Trust co n firm ed  the robbery  
b u t co u ld  n o t co n firm  how  
m u c h  w a s  c a r te d . H e  e x ­
p ressed  hope that the robbers 
w ou ld  be a rrested  as in v es ti­
ga tions have  a lread y  begun  
in earnest.

Policemen lifting away a workers car during the Workers Mass Protest at Federal Secretariat Abuja. ..recenlty. Pix: Felix O nigbinde
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dead in Lagos

Suspected students o f  University o f Benin arrested over allegations o f  involvement in examination malpractices...recently.
Pix: Shehu A bubakar

M a n  b a g s  lO  y e a r s  
f o r  t e r r o r i s m

T h e  federal h igh  court, 
K a d u n a ,  y e s t e r d a y  
sen ten ced  a  3 1 -y ea r- 

o ld  m an  to  10 y ea rs  im p ris ­
on m en t fo r te rro rism . T here  
is no  op tion  o f  a  fine.

Joshua 'M akairah , accord­
ing  to  th e  p ro secu tion , w en t 
to  A g ip  f lo w  s t a t i o n  a t  
T e b id a s a ,  B a y e ls a  s t a te  
a lo n g  w ith  five  o thers arm ed 
and  d ressed  in m ilita ry  u n i­
fo rm  w ith  th e  in te n tio n  o f  
c o e r c in g  th e  c o m p a n y  to  
sign  an ag reem en t to p rov ide  
socia l am en ities  fo r the co m ­
munity.

“T hey  in ten d ed  to  a ttack  
th e  flow  sta tio n  to  tak e  the 
m a n a g e m e n t s t a f f  h o s ta g e  
an d  fo rce  th e m  to  sig n  an 
ag reem en t to  p ro v id e  social 
a m e n itie s  fo r th e ir  p eo p le . 
“T he N igerian  N avy  got-wind 
o f  the p lanned  attack  and  laid  
an am bush  fo r them  during  
w hich  fou r o f  the assa ilan ts 
w ere killed.

M akairah  and  ano ther a s­
sailan t w ho  is still at large e s: 
caped . M akairah  w as h o w ­
ev er a rrested  w hen  he cam e 
back  la ter to th e  flow  station  
to  carry  o u t su rve illance  ac ­
tiv itie s .”

T h e  t r ia l  w h ic h  c o m ­
m enced  in 2004  w as b rough t 
to  c o n c lu s io n  la s t  F r id a y  
w h en  M ak aiv ah  w as found  
gu ilty  and  conv ic ted  o f  te r ­
rorism  acts. W hile  delivering  
ju d g em en t yesterday , Ju stice

From  A bdulraheem  Aodu,
Correspondent Kaduna

A bdullah i L im an said  the ac­
cused show ed no remorse far 
h is dasta rd ly  ac t th roughou t 
the tr ia l as h e  co n tin u ed  to  
c la im  innocence.

“T he accused  has co n tin ­

ued  to  c la im  innocence  o f  the 
o ffen ce  ev en  in  th e  face  o f  
c le a r ev id en ces to  the  co n ­
trary.

T h is  show s th a t h e  is no t 
rem o rse fu l o f  h is d as ta rd ly  
acts. Such ac ts  o f  te rro rism  i f  
co ndoned , cou ld  d estroy  the

very  foundation  o f  the nation. 
T h u s , w e h av e  to  send  s ig ­
nals to  the o th e rs  th a t th ere  
is n o  room  fo r peo p le  w ith  
te r ro r is t  te n d e n c ie s  in th is  
country. Justice  L im an th e re ­
fo re  sen ten ced  th e  accu sed  
to  10 years.

Cornershop demolition: 
Defence challenges 

competence of plaintiff
H e a r in g  c o n t in u e d  

y e s t e r d a y  a t  an  
A b u ja  H ig h  C o u r t  

b e tw een  M r Paul E gum a and 
fo u r o thers  and  th e  m in is te r 
o f  the F £ T , M allam  N asir  el- 
R ufia, in  w h ich  the defendan t 
is cha lleng ing  the capacity  o f  
the p la in tif f  to  d rag  th e  m in ­
is ter to  court.

D efense counsel Mr. F. C. 
O b iam alu  w as re spond ing  to 
an earlier application m ade by 
the p la in tiff  c la im in g  th a t he 
w as attacking the w rit o f  sum ­
m ons and sta tem ent o f  claim s 
m ade by  the p la in tiff  in a  m o ­
tion.

H e said  he  w as ch a llen g ­
ing  the cap ac ity  o f  the p la in ­
t i f f  to  b ring  the m atte r befo re  
the cou rt because  it is incom ­
p e te n t  a n d  h a s  no locus  
standi.

By B enjam in A uta, Reporter
E arlier, the  counsel to  the 

plaintiff, M r Isaac O kpanachi, 
had  to ld  the cou rt th a t he  re ­
ceived a notice o f  prelim inary  
ob jection  to  an earlie r m otion  
ra ised  by  th e  defen d an t late 
on F riday February  2 4 ,2 0 0 6 .

H e sa id  the p re lim in a ry  
o b jec tion , w hich  he w as see­
ing  fo r th e  first tim e , w as a t­
tack in g  th e  w rit o f  sum m ons 
and  sta tem en ts  m ad e  by  the 
p la in tiff in  an earlie r m otion.

H o w e v e r ,  J u s t ic e  S id i 
B a g e , w h o  a d jo u rn e d  th e  
m atte r to  M arch 2 ,2 0 0 6 , said 
he w ou ld  en terta in  the no tice  
o f  prelim inary objection m ade 
b y  the  p la in tiff.

M ea n w h ile , in  a sw o rn  
a ff id av it m ad e  a v a ilab le  to 
Daily Trust, th e  p la in ti f f  is

ask ing  the cou rt fo r a d ec la ­
ra tion  tha t the de fen d an t a l­
located  shops to  them  to p o s ­
sess and  u se  w ith o u t lim it, 
d ec la ring  th a t the dem o lition  
o f  th e ir  shops w h en  none o f  
them  b reached  the conditions 
o f  g ra n t w a s  u n law fu l and  
th ere fo re  nu ll and  void .

T he p la in tif f  ad d ed  tha t 
the sum  o f  N 175m  being  the 
to tal va lue  o f  the shops d e ­
m olished  by  the defendant be 
re fu n d e d  th e m  a n d  a p e r-  
petCral in junction  res tra in ing  
th e  d e fe n d a n ts , b y  h im se lf  
h is servan ts, agen ts and p riv ­
ies, from  erec tin g  any  s tru c ­
tu r e  on  th e  W u se  Z o n e  4 
n ieghbou rhood  cen tre  p iece  
o f  land. T he cost o f  the in sti­
tu ted  su it to ta ls  N 500 ,000 ,00  
am ong  o thers.

Th e  po lice  in L agos last 
T u e s d a y  s h o t  d e a d  
tw o  a rm e d  ro b b e r y  

su spec ts  w ho  w ere  believed  
to  b e  p a rt o f  a  gang  o f  n ine 
th a t a tta ck ed  a co m m erc ia l 
bus in Ipon rin  a rea  o f  L agos 
and  ro b b ed  them  o f  m oney  
and  valuab les.

T he robbers  opera tin g  in 
an  u n m a rk e d  V o lk sw a g e n  
b u s , h e ld  p a s s e n g e rs  h o s ­
tage  a t gun  p o in t on  Iponri 
b rid g e  a t ab o u t 10 .30pm  and 
ro bbed  th em  o f  th e ir  b e lo n g ­
ings.

T hey  ho w ev er ran  ou t o f  
luck w hen a police patrol team  
arrived the scene. T he po lice­
m en  w e re  a tt ra c te d  to  th e  
s c e n e  b y  th e  s c re a m s  an d  
shou ts o f  the p a ssen g e rs . O n 
s igh ting  the po lice , th e  su s­
p ects tr ied  to escape  b u t w ere 
p u rsu ed  b y  th e  po lice .

Daily Trust learn t tha t the 
h o o d lu m s  a b a n d o n e d  th e  
v e h ic le  a t a  s tag e , b u t tw o  
w ere  sh o t and  Vi))eA and }wi> 

a rre sted  w h ile  one  escaped .
T h e  L a g o s  s ta te  p o lic e  

s p o k e s m a n ,  M r O lu b o d e  
O ja jun i, co n firm ed  the in c i­
d en t to  Daily Trust.

H e sa id  th e  p o lic e m e n  
■were ab \e  to  reco v er th e  sto -

From Bola Ojuola
C o rre sp o n d en t, L a g o s

len  item s from  th e  robbers.
In an o th e r d eve lopm en t, 

th e  p o lice  an nounced  the re ­
covery' o f  a d r iv e r ’s co rp se  
from  h is g ir l’s f r ie n d ’s room  
in Festac tow n. T he lover girl 
has long  been  a rre sted  by  the 
p o lice . Daily Trust so u rces 
sa id  the"deceased  w as found  
in  a p o o l  o f  b lo o d  w ith  
m a tch e t cu ts on h is h ead  on 
T u esd ay  m orn ing .

E liz ab e th , th e  d eceased  
g ir lfr ien d  is now  b e in g  d e ­
ta in ed  a t th e  S tate  C rim inal 
I n v e s t ig a t io n  D e p a r tm e n t  
(S C ID ) P anti stree t Y aba, in 
co n n ec tio n  w ith  the death .

Sunday Ehindero, 1G o f Police

POLICE C O M M ISSIO N ERS TELEPHO NE NUM BERS

1. Abia State 088-222868, 088-220073
2. A damawa State 075-674012, 624012
3. Akwa Ibom State 085-200008, 201711
4. Anam bra State 048-550022
5. Bauchi State - 077-6542621
6. B ayelsa State 089-490060, 490132
7. Benue State 044-532962, 044-553015
8. Borno State 076-232915, 232043 <
9. Cross River State 087-231101, 230663
0. Delta State 956-281485, 280441<

11. Ebonyi State 043-25134, 20325
12. Edo State 052-253798, 253520
13. Ekiti State 030-250000, 250709
14. Enugu State 042-250335, 042-256257
15. Gombe State 072-223135,221158 *
16. Imo State 083-233343, 083-2307113
17. Jigawa State 064-721138, 721128
18. Kaduna State ‘062-249762, 062-245653
19. Ka no State 064-645862, 646469
20. Katsina State 065-431703, 430914
21. Kebbi State 068-321585, 320254
22. Kog i State 058-220999, 250709
23. Kwara State 031-221612
24. Lagos State 01-4960200, 4962157
25. N asaraw a State 047-221349
26. Niger State 066-221496, 066-221903
27. Ogun State 039-241500, 243117
28. Ondo State 034-240109
29. Osun State 035-243363, 240330
30. Oyo State 02-2412824, 2412322
31. Plateau State 073-457969, 073-451968
32. Rivers State 084-23347, 23647U
33. Sokoto State 060-232896, 2335375 080-34228561
34. Ta raba State 079-222550, 22-3124'
35. Yobe State 076-522141, 522145
36. Zam fara State 063-202603
37. FCT Abuja 09-2341800
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OPC leader appeals detention on health grounds
L

e a d e r  o f  th e  O o d u a  

P e o p le s  C o n g r e s s  

(O P C ), D r F re d r ic k  

F a sh e u n , y e s te rd a y  filed  a 

s u i t  b e f o r e  th e  C o u r t  o f  

A p p e a l fo r  b a il o n  h e a lth  

g ro u n d s , s a y in g  p re s e n tly  

he  is b a tt lin g  w ith  a h ea rt 

p ro b le m  c a p a b le  o f  k illin g  

h im .

C h i e f  G . O . K . A ja y i  

(S A N ), to ld  a th ree -m em b er 

p an e l o f  th e  c o u r t th a t th e  

c o n d it io n  o f  h is  c l ie n t  is 

s e r io u s ly  d e te r io ra tin g .

T w o  o t h e r  d e t a i n e d  

le a d e rs  o f  th e  O P C , M essrs  

A jay i E d w ard  O lu sh o la  and  

M u d ash iru  A d e n iji , a lig n ed  

th e m se lv e s  w ith  F a s h e u n ’s 

a p p lic a tio n  w ith  the  h o p e  o f  

se c u r in g  bail.

F a s h e u n  w h o  is  b e in g  

d e ta in ed  a t the K uje  p riso n s  

in v o k e d  th e  o r i g i n a l  

I ju r is d ic tio n  o f  th e  a p p e lla te  

c o u r t  f o r  its  in te rv e n tio n ,
I

n o tw i th s t a n d in g  th e  f a c t  

I t h a t  h e ,  a l o n g s i d e  f i v e  

o th e rs , h a d  f ile d  an  appeali 

| b e fo re  th e  c o u r t  to  rev e rse j I 

th e  d e c is io n  ( i f  th e  fed e ra l 

h ig h  c o u r t ,  A b u ja ,  w h ic h  

j d e n ie d  theiyi b a il.

B u t  t h e  f e d e r a l  I 

g o v e rn m e n t q b je c te d  to  h is  

r e q u e s C ~ s a y in g  t h a t  D r  

| F a s h e u n  h a d  a g re e d  to  a

R u b y  Rabin Senior 
Reporter

O P C  lead e rs  in d e te n tio n  at 

th e  w e e k e n d  a n d  a d v is e d  

th em  to  b e  s u b m is s iv e  to

co n stitu ted ; a u th o u r it ie s .

H e  c i t e d  th e  B o o k  o f  

R o m a n s , C h a p te r  1 3 (1 -1 4 )  

to  su p p o r t h is  a rg u m e n t.

D r F ash eu n  an d  th e  five  
' ■ ■ H I

o th e r s  w e re  a 'r ra ig n e d  o n  t r e a s o n  a n d  i l l e g a l  

D e c e m b e r  1, 2 0 0 5  by  th e  j p o sse ss io n  o f  f ire a rm s, 

fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t b e fo re  j O th e r  m e m b e r s  o f  th d  

a fed e ra l h ig h  c o u rt , A b u ja , ; a s s o c ia tio n  a rra ig n e d  w ith  

o n  a fo u r -c o u n t c h a rg e  o f t  D r F a s h e u n ,  a r c  G a m

A d a m s ,  A ja y i  E d w a r d  

O l u s h o l a  ( 3 0 ) ,  A lh a j i  

O y in lo la * A w e (5 2 ) ,  C h ie f  

W a h a b '^ s i a k a  ( 5 2 )  a n d  

A lhaji M u dash iru  A deniji.

c o n d i t i o n a l b a i l  f o r  th e

p u rp o s e  o f  a tte n d in g  to  h is  

h e a lth  p ro b le m s .«

T h e  p r o s e c u t io n  s ta te d  

th a t  th e r e  W as n o  u rg e n t  

re a s o n  fo r  h im  to  tra v e l o u t 

o f  th e  c o u n try  a s  h e  fa iled  

to  p re s e n t a n y  c o n v in c in g  

m ed ica l re p o r t to  m a k e  th e  

c o u r t o f  ap p ea l e x e rc ise  its 

d is c re tio n  in  h is  favou r.

T h e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t 

a lso  sa id  th a t the  ap p lica tion  

is  a n  a b u s e  o f  c o u r t  

p ro c e s se s , sa y in g  th e y  h ad  J 

e a r l ie r  b r o u g h t  a  s im i la r  

a p p lic a tio n  b e fo re  th e  h ig h  

c o u r t ;fo r ba il a n d  a n d  a re  

n o w  (fo ing  sa m e  b e fo re  the 

a p p e lla te  co u rt.

T h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  

c o n s e q u e n t l y  u r g e d  th e  

c o u r t  to  s t r i k e  o u t  th e  

m o tio n  e sp e c ia lly  w h en  it 

h a d  d p e n e d  its c a se  a g a in s t 

therrj.
M e a n w h i l e ,  P r i m a t e4

S o lo m o n  A lu k o  v is ite d  the

Suspected fa k e  dollar bills confiscated fro ^ t alleged money doublers by detectives front Ed<) State police command... recently

n ydne*  c o n v ic t e d  

fo r M anslaugh te r in 

'B aluch i s ta te  is to  

pa>| th e  sumj o f  N 8 m illio n  

a s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  to  th e  

fa m ily  o f  th e  d e c e a se d , th e  

B a u c h i  s t a t e  S h a r i a  

c o m m is s io n  ha^ ru led .

A ls o ,  th e  C o m m is s io n  

s a i d  t h a t  a n y b o d y  

c o n v i c t e d  f o r  s t e a l i n g  

a n y th in g  w o rth  m o re  th a n

T

F ro m  T ash ik a lm ah  H allah.
Correspondent Bauchi

N 2 ,1 6 4 . wc u ld  h av e  h i‘s \h e r  

a rm  a m p u t a t e d ,  w h i le  a 

b a c h e lo r  se e k in g  th e  Hands 

o f  lad y  in  m a rr ia g e  w o u ld  

p a y  th e  sufrr o f  N 2 ,1 6 4  as 

d d w ry .

A lh a ji M o h am m ed  Tata, a 

c o m m is s io n e r  in  c h a rg e  o f  

Z a k k a t  a n d  E n d o w m e n t ,  

t o l d  D aily T rust in  a n

in te rv iew  T h u rsd ay , th a t th e  1 

n e w  fees  w e re  p a r t  o f  th e  1 

C o m m is s io n ’s p o l ic y  fo r  

th e  n e w  Is la m ic  c a le n d a r  

1427 A D .

A c c o rd in g  to  h im , V yo u  

f i r s t  o f  a l l  lo o k  a t  th e  

s a n c t i ty  o f  life . W e <:lon’t 

h o p e  th a t so m e b o d y  W ould 

lo s e  h i s \ h e r  l i f e  u n d e r  

w h a te v e r  c ir c u m s ta n c e s .  

B u t fo r  m u rd e r, y o u  k n o w  

th e  p en a lty , it is p u n ish a b le  

b y  d ea th . T h is  o n e , th e re  is 

n o  c o m p e n s a t io n  b e c a u s e  

y o u  c o m m itte d  th e  o ffe n c e

d e lib e ra te ly ” .

“ H o w e v e r ,  fo r  m a n s la ­

u g h te r , y o u  c o m m itte d  the  

o ffe n c e  u n in te n tio n a lly , so  

it is h e re  th a t y o u  w ill pay  

th e  su m  o f  N 8 .6 5 3 ,5 7 5 .0 0  

to  th e  f a m i l y  o f  th e  

d e c e a s e d .  A n d  a f t e r  th e  

p a y m e n t y o u ’re  e x p e c te d  

to  g o  o n  tw o  m o n th s  

c o n tin u o u s  fa s tin g  to  a to n e  

fo r  y o u r  s in s” .

A lh a ji T a ta  sa id  th a t the 

f a m i l i e s  o f  th e  c o n v i c t  

w o u ld  be  fo rc e d  to  p a y  th e  

c o m p e n s a tio n  in th e  e v e n t

tha t the  co n v ic t fa iled  to  pay  

a n d  w h e n  b o th  f a i l ,  th e  

g o v e rn m en t w o u ld  be asked  

to  pay.

“T h e re  a re  m a n y  w ay s  o f  

d o in g  it. I f  th e  c o n v ic t c a n ’t 

ra ise  th e  a m o u n t, th en  th e  

im m e d ia te  fam ily  w o u ld  be 

a sk ed  to  pay. A n d  i f  th is  one  

fa ils , th en  th e  so c ie ty  w h e re  

he  liv es  w o u ld  b e  a sk e d  to  

c o n tr ib u te '.  A g a in ,  i f  th e  

m o n e y  is n o t c o m p le te , h is  

e m ira te  o r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 

p a y s ” . -



Ohinoyi and chieftaincy reforms in Kogi
‘ f i i  his ? 7th y ear b irthday
1  add ress  pub lished  in the 

Sun  n e w s p a p e r  o f  
F e b ru a ry  10, 2 0 0 6 . th e  
O h inoy i o f  E b ira  land said 
in te r  a iiu  "T h e  d e p u ty  
governor introduced the Ohi 
traditional title to supersede 
all the ch ie f ta in cy  title s  in 
Fbira land. The title is alien 
to Ebira culture and therefore 
u n a c c e p ta b le . T he  d e p u ty  
g o v e r n o r 's  a c tio n  has 
sparked o ff  com m unal crises 
in the area, w hich resulted in 
th e  lo ss  o f  liv e s  and  
properties in Ihima. This Ohi 
t i t l e  in t ro d u c e d  c a n n o t 
succeed; it is going to cause 
c r is e s .  H ow  can  w e ca ll 
som ebody O hi? Ohi o f  w hat? 
W hat is th e  o rig in  o f  O hi? 
T h is is an insu lt and  those 
w ho have been appointed to 
p ro m o t^ i t ... but if  they don’t 

p this, our ancestors will 
%ngry w ith them-... 1 will 

not take it lightly.”
T he heart and soul o f  the 

a b o v e  b ir th d a y  m e ssa g e  
from  the O h inoy i o f  E b ira  
land can aptly  be described 
as a de liberate  inv ita tion  to 
a n a rc h y . s t r i f e  and  
law lessness to the dom ain of 
an O hinoyi w ho is finding it 
difficult to com e to term s with 
the b u rn ing  rea lity  tha t the 
stool o f  Ohinoyi o f  Ebira land 
is b a s e d  on ro ta t io n a l  
p r in c ip le .  A lh a ji A do  
Ibrahim ’s dream  w ith regards 
to  th e  a s c e n s io n  to  th e  
throne o f  Ebira land has the 
p o te n tia lity  o f  b lo w in g  up

By Y. J .  1 to p a

the en tire  p lace . O h in o y i’s 
plan is to abdicate the throne 
at a ripe age to pave w ay for 
h is  so n , A b d u lm a lik  A do  
Ibrahim , w ho he now  refers 
to as the crow n prince. With 
th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  O h i 
s y s te m , he fe a r s  th a t h is  
dream  o f  planting the tree o f  
a ris to c ra c y , fe u d a lism  and 
dynasty in Ebira land would 
die and die forever. Ebira is 
n o t ro y a l ty  o r  d y n a s ty -  
p h o b ia , b e c a u s e  E b ira
p e o p le  w e re  n e v e r  a 
c o n q u e re d  ra c e . E v e ry
p e rs o n  in E b ira  lan d  is a 
p o te n t ia l  k in g . W h en  th e  
w hite m an cam e, he already 
met a perfect system . Every 
clan is equal to the other. No 
c la n  is d e p e n d e n t on  th e  

• other. The affairs o f  each clan 
w ere being conducted by the 
c lan  head  w h o se  au th o r ity  
s ta rted  and  ended  w ith  h is 
clan.

N ow , fo r  e a se  o f  
adm in is tra tion , the colon ial 
m asters decided  to  crea te  a 
cen tra l c h ie f  tha t w ould  be 
c h a rg e d  w ith  th e  
responsib ility  o f  overseeing  
the affairs o f  the w hole place. 
S o , in  1917 , th e  c o lo n ia l  
m a s te rs  a p p o in ted  the la te  
Ib ra h im  O n o ru o iz a  as th e  
p a ra m o u n t c h ie f  o f  E b ira  
land. He was called  ch ie f o f  
Ebira tribe.

In our language (Ebira), the 
equivalent o f  C h ie f o f  Ebira 
is O hinoyi. You w ill notice

here that w ith the creation o f  
th is central stool, O hinoyi o f  
Ebira. the clan heads were still 
p e r fo rm in g  th e i r  ro le  
unham pered. In fact, their jo b  
w as e a s ie r  now. T h e ir  ro le  
c o m p le m e n te d  th a t o f  th e  
p aram bun t c h ie f ’s sta tu to ry  
d e r iv a t iv e ,  w h ic h  d id  no t, 
clash w ith the cultural role o f  
a clan  head. B ecause o f  his 
a m b i t io n  to  e s ta b l is h  a 
dynasty in Ebira. O hinoyi has 
been m isinform ing the public 
that O hiship is alien to Ebira 
culture. This is far from  being 
true. He is only  say ing  this 
to  incite  the peop le  agairfst 
the governm ent. Ohi is only 
low er in rank to O hinoyi. Dr ' 
A d o  Ib ra h im  is s e e in g  
O hiship o r A daship as the axe 
th a t w ou ld  fe ll h is  tre e  o f  
feudalism  or dynasty. That is 
w hy he is calling  it all sorts 
o f  nam es, bu ild ing alliances 
in each  d is tr ic t  to  k eep  
u n leash in g  m ayhem  on the 
land all in a bid to intim idate 
the governm en t to  abandon  
the project. Every Ebira man 
is used to these antics o f  his. 
It was in his desperation that 
he ign ited  the crisis  w e are 
s till m anag ing  in Ih im a till 
today. T h is is true  because  
he has said severally  that the 
c re a t io n  o f  O h is h ip  s to o l 
w ould ca'use crisis. I f  a w itch 
cries today and a child  dies 
tom orrow , yo u r guess is as 
good as m ine as to w ho killed 
the child.

In his futile effort to fight 
the reform  exercise, Ohinoyi

sa id  O h i is a lie n  to  E b ira  
cu ltu re . He ev en  sa id  O hi 
m eans no th in g . B ut w e all 
k n o w  th a t  O h i w h en  
transla ted  in English  m eans 
h e a d s h ip . I t  c o n n o te s  
su perv iso r, leader. It cou ld  
mean captain. The w ord Ada 
c a r r ie s  th e  sam e  se n s e  as 
Ohi. Ada m eans father in Ebira 
dialect. Let us look at the title 
O hinoyi w hich A do Ibrahim  
is bearing today. Ohi as prefix 
here  m eans head .. T hen  the 
suffix inoyi m eans m ultitude 
o f  p e o p le .  W h en  O h i.a n d  
inoyi are jo ined , they becom e 
O hinoyi, w hich m eans head 
o f  the m u ltitu d e  o f  people . 
The reader should  note that 
the ‘ I ’ in inoyi is s ilen t in 
O hinoyi; this is ju s t for ease 
o f  pronunciation. If  today we 
sa y  th e  t i t l e  o f  E b ira  
param ount ch ie f  is A dinoyi, 
Ebira people w ill still accept 
it b e c a u se  it c o n n o te s  th e  
sam e m ean in g  as O h inoy i. 
A d in o y i m e a n s  f a th e r  o f  
m u l ti tu d e . O h i o r  A d a  
connotes a paterfam ilias or a 
p a tr ia r c h  fro m  w h o m  th e  
p e o p le  d ra w  in s p ira t io n , 
hope and succour. The w ord 
c o n v e y s  s o m e th in g  lik e  
quintessence o f  the soul o f  a 
people or their com m unity; a 
sort o f  oases from  w hich the 
people - the rich and the poor 
- derive their charm , and their 
s t r e n g th  e s p e c ia l ly  in  a 
situation o f  drabness. Ohi or 
A da could m ean a pillar; sort 
o f  central p illar to w hich the 
ro o f o f  a com m unity is glued.

T his is the ph ilo so p h y  that 
in fo rm ed  th e  q u est by th e  
g e n e ra lity  o f  E b ira  peo p le  
th a t  g iv e n  th e  ro t, 
h u m ilia tion , deso la tion  and 
m isery  that stared  the once 
form idable Ebira nation in the 
face, there is the need for the 
e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f '  a 
param o u n t ru le r in each  o f  
the five royal districts o f  the 
land, so tha t E bira can rise 
ag a in . It is a p ity  th a t the 
O h in o y i is s tan d in g  in the 
w ay o f  the sp ring  tha t w ill 
e n d  th e  d ro u g h t th a t has 
long drained Ebira land o f  its 
sap o f  d ign ity . It is indeed  
un fo rtu n a te .

For an average Ebira man, 
w hat is rather alien to Ebira 
c u ltu re  a re  t i t l e s  su ch  as 
A tta h  III o f  E b ira  la n d ; 
S o d a n g i o f  E b ira  la n d ; 
M ak am a  o f  E b ira  " la n d ; 
S a d a u n a  o f  E b ira  la n d ,; 
M ejindadi; Turaki, et cetera. 
These outlandish titles have 
no origin in Ebira culture. Yet 
O h in o y i is  c h u rn in g  o u t 
th e s e  s tra n g e  t i t l e s  an d  
se lling  them  to people  w ho 
enjoy being enslaved. E bira 
peop le  shou ld  be w atchfu l. 
F o r  u s  in  th is  p a r t  o f  th e  
country, this phobia for alien 
title s  b e in g  en co u rag ed  by 
th e  O h in o y i s h o u ld  be  
d isco u rag ed .

T he O hinoy i, A lhaji A do 
Ibrahim , got it w rong w hen 
he said our ancestors w ould 
n o t be h a p p y  w ith  th o s e  
i l lu s tr io u s  E b ira  so n s  and  
d au g h te rs  m ak ing  p a tr io tic

e f f o r ts  to  f ig h t fo r the  
crdation o f  m ore param ount 
chiefs in Ebira land to usher 
in p e a c e , h a rm o n y  and  
dignity. We believe that our' 
an c e s to rs  and the g ods are 
sad  b e c a u se  E b ira  p e o p le  
have  re fu sed  to  rise  to  th e ' 
challenges o f  the time. There: 
a re  p e s t i le n c e , h o rro r  and  
w re tc h e d n e s s  in th e  lan d  
today  because  Ebira people; 
a re  w a tch in g  h e lp le ss ly  as; 
the m odem  O edjpus is sitting 
on  u su rp e d  th ro n e . H e is! 
sitting  on the throne he has: 
d e s e c ra te d  w ith  v a rio u s! 
c r i s e s  he h ad  an d  is  s till!  
c au s in g  in th e  land , w hich: 
have alw ays resu lted  in the! 
k i l l in g  o f  m an y  o f  his! 
k insm en.

T h e re  is a C a in  th a t hasi 
shed the blood o f  a thousand 
A b e ls . T he b lo o d  o f  th e se  
A b e ls  has c r ie d  u n to  God! 
from the ground. A taboo has 
been allow ed in the land. The 
gods no longer could  brook 
the grow ing turbulence o f  an 
O ed ip u s  in the  land . O ver 
ninety per cent o f  Ebira crises! 
today is traceable to clannish! 
o r chieftaincy struggle. I f  the 
establishm ent o f  Ohi system  
w ill bring laughter back to the 
p e o p le , w e sh o u ld  a ll 
e n c o u ra g e  it. G o d ’s! 
b lessings can only aw ait the 
apostle o f  the creation o f  the) 
new  first-c lass stoo ls in the! 
districts o f  Ebira land.

Comrade Y. J. I  topa is the 
ch ie f press secretary to the \ 
deputy governor.

NPC heads for another questionable census
M y first con tac t w ith 

cen su s a c tiv itie s  is 
d a te d  b a c k  to  th e  

1991 c e n su s  w h en  I 
p a r t ic ip a te d  a s  an 
e n u m e r a to r 'in  th e  fo rm e r  
Plateau State.

S ince th e n , by destiny  o r 
p ro fessional ca lling , census 
has becom e a part o f  m y life, 
and C ensus 2006. w ill surely 
not be an exception.

C o n se q u e n tly , w h en  the  
N a tio n a l P o p u la t io n
C o m m is s io n , N P C
announced  vacancies fo r its 
ad hoc s ta ff  for the com ing  
h e a d -c o u n t ,  I w as so  
optim istic that I sa id  I needed 
not know  anybody, as I have 
a ll th a t it ta k e s  to  be  a 
facilitator during the exercise.

F irst o f  all, I partic ipa ted  
as an e n u m e ra to r  in  1991 . 
Two, I ’m a graduate o f  M ass 
C o m m un ica tions p rac tis in g  
jo u r n a l i s m  w ith  an  
in te rn a tio n a l b ro a d c a s tin g  
o rg an isa tio n  co v erin g  N PC  
as C ensus Editor; a part-tim e 
le c tu re r  w ith  a fe d e ra l 
po ly technic and I w ould  be 
on my annual leave by M arch 
when the census is expected 
to hold.

By these, I thought it w ise 
and patriotic to  participate in 
th e  e x e rc is e  to  e n su re  
accu ra te  and  re lia b le  2006  
head-count. To m y surprise, 
my nam e w as conspicuously 
m issing in the nam es o f  those

By A hm ed  M oham m ed  O .

picked for the ad hoc jobs.
As m y finger w ent up and 

dow n the list, I felt sorry for 
the com m ission , w ondering  
w hy  p e o p le  lik e  m e 
nationw ide should be left out 
in s te a d  o f  th e  le s s  
experienced people that w ere 
picked by the com m ission to 
conduct C ensus 2006 in our 
place.

First o f  all, I count m yself 
qualified for the jo b  and need 
n o t  lo b b y , b u t to  m y 
am azem ent, I w as told by the 
F C T  d ir e c to r  o f  th e  
c o m m is s io n  th a t  I n e v e r  
cared to intim ate them  o f  my 
in tentions. A nd as such, the 
c o m m is s io n  d ro p p e d  m y 
nam e.

O th e r  s e n io r  o f f ic e r s  
co n tac ted  also  c la im ed  that 
h e ir n o m in ees’ nam es w ere 
a ls o  -d ro p p e d  a t th e  
h e a d q u a r te r s  b y  so m e  
pow erfu l o ffice rs , w h ich  is 
re a l ly  c o n fu s in g  an d
e m b a r ra s s in g  to  th e  F C T  
com m ission.

T h e  w h o le  is su e  is n o t 
after the com petence  o f  the 
sa id  s ta f f  em p loyed , bu t o f  
w ho is c lose  to  the pow ers 
tha t be. Im ag ine  s ta ffs  that 
w e re  e m p lo y e d  b a s e d  on 
ethnic affilia tion  and  on the 
g o d - f a th e r s  th e y  h av e
perform ing this national duty 
a f te r  s u c c e s s iv e  h e a d ­

c o u n ts  e n d e d  up w ith  
im agined figures for N igeria.

M y w orry  is, i f  the  N PC  
w a n ts  to  h a v e  a c re d ib le  
c e n su s , th e  l is t  o f  ad  hoc 
s t a f f  e m p lo y e d  fo r  th e  
exercise m ust be revisited as 
I consider it unfair i f  a fresh 
g ra d u a te  d o in g  h is /h e r  
N a tio n a l Y ou th  S e rv ic e  is 
considered m ore suitable for 
the jo b  than the people w ith 
th e  - a fo r e m e n t io n e d  
e x p e r ie n c e s  n a tio n w id e . 
T h e re  is s t i l l  t im e  fo r 
a m e n d m e n t b e fo re  th e  
training o f  the s ta ff early  next 
m onth .

In th e  c o u rs e  o f  m y 
dealings w ith the officia ls o f  
the com m ission , they  claim  
to  k now  so  m u ch  w ith o u t 
g iv in g  ro o m  fo r  a d v ic e , 
criticism s and counselling as 
they believe in too much ‘ta lk ’ 
ra th e r  th an  d o in g  th e  righ t 
things at the right time.

In one o f  the w o rk sh o p s  
w h e re  q u e s tio n n a ire s  w ere  
d is c u s se d  b e tw e e n  th e  to p  
o ffic ia ls  o f  the com m ission  
and  th e  C e n su s  E d ito rs  in 
Ib ad an , a ll th e  su g g es tio n s  

. m a d e  by  p re s sm e n  w e re  
ig n o re d  as th e  n a tio n a l 
ch a irm an  w en t on  p ra is in g  
h im se lf rather than accepting 
fa u l ts  a n d  m a k in g  
ad ju s tm en ts. D uring  one o f  
m y  a t te m p ts  to  g e t an  
in te rv ie w  w ith  th e  fed e ra l 
c o m m is s io n e r’in ch a rg e  o f

th e  F C T  on th e  le v e l o f  
p rep ared n ess , e sp ec ia lly  on 
the sa te llite  im age-m apping  
exercise, the officials feigned 
in d is p o s i t io n  o f  th e  
com m issioner as an excuse to 
d issu ad e  m e from  know ing  
th e  tru th  by  c re a t in g  
u n n ecessa ry  bu reaucracy .

A ll th e s e  a c t io n s  d o n ’t 
augur well for a reliable and 
accu ra te  census to  com e by 
in a co u n try  d esp e ra te ly  in  
need  o f  c o rre c t p o p u la tio n  
f ig u re s  fo r  a p p ro p r ia te  
p lann ing .

O ne area I tend to disagree 
w ith  the com m ission  is the 
m o d e  o f  p u b lic  
en lig h ten m en ts . As fa r as I 
am  c o n c e rn e d , th e y  d o n ’t 
im b ib e  th e  c u ltu re  o f  
creativity  as they still use the 
o ld - fa s h io n e d  w ay  o f  
b locking relig ious arenas on 
S u n d a y s  b y  th e  

‘c o m m is s io n ’s o f f ic ia ls  to  
sen d  o u t c en su s  m essag es . 
To me, it w as not only archaic 
b u t m adcPening, e sp e c ia lly  
w ith  th e  u n e a s y  c a lm  in  
N igeria  these days.

E ven th o se  in  ch a rg e  o f  
advertising and m edia are not 
le ft ou t, as they  se lec tive ly  
e n te r  in to  a g re e m e n t w ith  
only those w illing  to  share the 
fa l lo u t  o f  a d v e r t is in g  
ro y a l t ie s  n o t m in d in g  the  
n u m b e r  o f  l i s te n e r s  o r 
v ie w e rs  to  b e  re a c h e d

through the said m edium .
A g a in , ■ m e d ia  m en

attach ed  to  the com m ission  
a re  c a r r ie d  to  th e i r
functionaries not only at the 
d is c re t io n  o f  th e
co m m iss io n ’s o ff ic ia ls , bu t 
others are treated w ith great 
d iffe ren ces  thereby  leav ing  
room  for suspicion.

D u r in g  a s t a k e h o ld e r s ’ 
w o rk sh o p  on  lo c a l i ty
identification and verification 
in th e  F C T , th e  w o rk sh o p  
nev er ach ieved  its a im s, as 
jou rnalists  w ho attended the 
w orkshop observed that the 
three hours o f  ‘talk the ta lk ’ 
( s o r ry , M te l)  by  th e
com m ission’s officials never 
sim m ered in the m inds o f  the 
stakeholders before th e . said 
fohim  ended.

P a r t ic ip a n ts  w e re  n e v e r  
g iven room  to identify  the ir 
localities o r see w hether they 
w ere  co rrec tly  d em arca ted ; 
an d  i f  n o t, g iv e n  ro o m  to  
com plain for the om ission.

I f  su c h  a t t i tu d e  o f  th e  
com m ission  con tinues, then  
w e are  h ead ing  fo r an o th e r 
questionable census that w ill 
not on ly  produce inaccurate 
c e n su s  f ig u re s , b u t w ro n g  
tools for national planning.

In this m odern  age, w hen 
N igeria’s quest to reposition 
h e rse lf in the com m unity  o f  
na tions, espec ia lly  w ith  the 
m uch-talked about reform s, it 
w ill be a disgrace to com e out

w ith  an unacceptable census 
as a result o f  self-destruction 
by the com m ission.

C om e to think o f  the large 
sum  o f  m oney coupled w ith 
th e  h u m a n  an d  m a te r ia l 
re s o u rc e s  in v e s te d  by  th e  
E u ro p e a n  U n io n  fo r  th is  
exercise; it w ill be a disgrace 
i f  at th e  end  o f  th e  day, a 
desired result is not achieved 
by the com m ission.

It w il l  n o t iSnly m ak e  
fo re ig n  d o n o r  a g e n c ie s  
s c e p t ic a l  o f  N ig e r ia ’s 
projects in the nearest future, 
b u t the desire  to  get th ings 
r ig h t  th ro u g h  th e  
in troduction  o f  SERV ICO M  
w ill be a m irage.

N igerians, children unborn 
and  p o ste rity  w ill n o t on ly  
h o ld  th e  ^ c o m m is s io n ’s 
o f f ic ia ls  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r 
these  fo reseen  fa ilu re s , bu t 
their nam es w ill be w ritten in 
the black books o f  record.

The earlier the com m ission 
re traced  its step s and forge 
ah ead  w ith  a re s o lu tio n  to 
have an accurate and reliable 
c e n su s  th ro u g h  th e  u se  o f  
e f f ic ie n t  ad  h o c  s t a f f  a n d  
co m m itta l NPC officials, the 
be tte r the story o f  N ig eria ’s 
u n s u c c e s s fu l  c e n s u s  w ill 

* avoid  being  w ritten  w ithout 
. their nam es boldly w ritten for 

histo ry  to judge.
A h m ed  M oham m ed  O., 

K ukw aha S tree t, Kubwa, 
FCT, Ahuja.
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YOUR LETTERS

Appraising ABUTH CMD
With the'tommissioning 

o f the Ahmadu Bello 
U niversity Teaching 
H ospital perm anent site  

situated at Shika in Zaria, 
ABUTH prior to its 
commissioning by the present 
administration is now wearing a 
new look, be$tting the status o f  
a teach ing’' hospital o f  
international repute, so as to 
bring quality healthcare services 
closer to the people. The D-day 
wfes 1 l l" o f  November 2005.

In fact, a new dawn in the 
healthcare management section 
o f the North has been achieved. 
This silent revolution would not 
have been possible Vithout a 
dynamic, courageous, sincere 
and patriotic, leadership. 
Professor A guye whom God 
Almighty has chosen to lead this 
revolution is a prince from 
Koton-Karfe.

To ach ieve this feat, 
im m ediately  after his
appointment as the new Chief 
Medical Director o f  the ultra­
modern hospital, he ushered 
into the management a style o f  
leadership which has visible 
signs o f  continuous orientation 
and a total breakaway from 
personal aggrandisement into 
leadership by example. There 
has been no denying the fact 
that this administration has 
recorded ^ remarkable 
achievements despite the little 
resources made available to it.

After years o f  waiting in vein, 
the Ahmadu Bello University 
H ospital has now becom e a 
reality. With its ultra-modern 
equipment and other facilities, 
it can now be compared with any 
modem hospital in Africa and 
the world at large. The problem 
o f water scarcity, which had 

i been on and o ff in the hospital 
j before the commissioning, is 

now being tackled systemically 
| with the assistance o f  the state 
j government, which directed the 
j state Water Board to add more 
[ pumping to ABUTH and also

with the replacement o f broken 
p ipes, drilling  o f  more 
boreholes, extension vis-a-vis 
so lid  p lastic  water tanks/ 
reservoirs at strategic places in 
the hosp ita l by ABUTH  
management.

Since electricity plays an

important role in the so c io ­
economic development o f  any 
so c ie ty , the A BU TH  
management ensures a steady 
pow er supply through the 
30.5K V A  Pow er H olding  
Company (PHC) sub-station  
directly opposite ABUTH and

also a brand new generating set 
is always on standby in case o f  
power failure and with adequate 
gas supply.

S ta ff w elfare has been  
addressed properly put in order 
to move forward.

I urge the management - staff

and everyone concerned - to give 
the CMD maximum support 
and cooperation so that the 
facilities and services rendered 
in the hospital can be 
maintained.

Lastly, I w ish  the c h ie f  
medical director who is the

father o f  this silent revolution 
more grease to his elbows. I also 
wish nim long life, prosperity 
and continuous service to ABU  
T eaching H osp ital, Zaria, 
Nigeria and humanity at large.

Shuaibu Abdullahi
Galadima, No. .64/65, Sokoto 
Road, Samaru, Zaria.

Still on brothers’ fight over chieftaincy in Kogi
My attention has been 

drawn to the new s 
report on the recent 
Ihima cris is by one Shehu  

Abubakar, a reporter with the 
Weekly Trust newspaper in its 
edition o f  February 1 1 - 1 7 ,
2006. I was dismayed by the 
alarming level o f  distortions, 
misinformation and outright 
falsehood in the report. As an 
indigene o f  the area who was 
directly affected and deeply  
touched by the sad and 
unfortunate incident and who 
knows the truth o f  the matter 
after thonuigh investigation, I 
regard the report as repulsive 
and hereby w ish  to set the 
record straight and put all the 
issues connected to the gory 
incident in their proper 
perspectives for the necessary 
action by the state government 
aimed at nipping it in the bud.

First and foremost, the crisis 
which later snowballed into a 
horrendous fratricidal war with 
heavy human casualties started 
during the last Okehi 
masquerades festival; an annual 
festival which features various 
night masquerades from the 
clans in Ihima. The visitors who 
came from the neighbouring 
areas in Ebira land were 
prevented from passing through 
the normal route to a shrine by 
the Ohianwa youths. A peace- 
loving and easy-going man from 
Emani Clan who came out to 
make peace by directing the 
visitors to a different route in 
order to ensure peaceful and

hitch-free celebration o f  the 
festival was attacked by the 
murderous Ohianwa youths and 
he later died in the hospital. A 
retaliatory attack was made by 
Emani youths against the actual 
Ohianwa youth that killed the 
Emani man who was out to make 
peace. The retaliatory attack led 
to the destruction o f  personal 
belongings o f both parties.

While spirited and conscious 
efforts were being made to settle 
the problem so that peace could 
reign, a group o f Ohianwa youths 
went to attack on one Mallam 
Idris Ijiji, a prominent Emani 
trader in Oboroke market and 
asked him to surrender his goods 
to them. He refused and he was 
shot by the youths. On noticing 
that their gunshot had no effect 
on him, they used machete on 
him and gave him deep cuts all 
over his body. The retaliatory 
attack from Emani youths led to 
massive destruction o f  property, 
burning o f  houses and human 
casualties on both sides.

The third phase o f  the 
untoward incident occurred  
immediately after a congregation 
prayer at Oboroke when the 
same group o f  Ohianwa youths 
took sadistic delight in unleashing 
mayhem on people, this later 
extended to the evening o f  that 
day.

If the reason for the crisis was 
the struggle “over who becomes 
the first-class chief (Adihima) of 
Ihima” as the reporter claimed, 
why is it that only two clans out 
o f  the six clans that make up

Ihima are m entioned in 
connection with the exalted  
stool? What'about the remaining 
four clans who also have 
legitimate claims to the stool if  
created?

There was no picture o f any 
o f the burnt houses to show that 
the reporter was at Ihima for 
proper, thorough and in-depth 
in vestiga tion  and accurate  
collation o f  the facts o f  the 
matter as demanded by the 
ethics o f  journalism  before

rushing to write his spurious 
report.

It was after a Commission of* 
Enquiry was set up by the Kogi 
State government to look into 
the immediate and remote cause 
o f the crisis that the issue o f  
ch iefta in cy  tu ssle  was 
introduced in it.

In con clu sion , I w ish to 
appeal to the state government 
to exercise considerable caution 
in resolving the crisis. The 
government should look beyond

all the inform ation made 
availab le  to it by those in 
government who are from Ihima 
district before taking decisions 
on the crisis.

More so, the government o f  
Kogi State led by Alhaji Ibrahim 
Idris should not allow itself to 
be distracted from the laudable 
developm ental programm es 
mapped out to benefit the entire 
people o f  the State.

Ibrahim  Jim oh, ex­
president, Ihima Social Club.

Hon. Sha’aban and Kaduna governorship race

A-llow me a space in your 
newspaper to comment 
in why H onourable 

Mohammed Sani Shaaban will 
be the best gubernatorial 
candidate for Kaduna State in 
2007.

Kaduna State is no doubt 
lucky to have man with the 
vision, mission and foresight o f 
the current member representing 
Sabon- Gari Federal 
Constituency in the House o f 
Representatives.

It is a fact that N igerian  
politicians do not stand by their 
prom ises out o f  greed and 
ingratitude. But Honourable 
Sha’aban is not such a politician. 
Kaduna State people w ill be 
relieved  to see Honourable 
Sha’aban preside over our many 
problems with his maturity and 
sincerity in 2007.

Sha’aban has assisted a lot of 
the downtrodden in the state 
and that is why the m asses

a lw ays troop to his house 
whenever he comes to town. 
They also troop to his house 
and A ssem bly chambers in 
Abuja for one favour or another.

W hatever the m isgivings  
people might have about him, 
S ha’aban is hum ble and 
generous. In addition, he has 
what it takes to make Kaduna 
great. What we need right now 
is the support and 
encouragement o f  the people o f  
Kaduna State for the gentleman 
to become the governor o f  the 
state.

Not only will he transform

the state econ om ica lly  and 
socially, he w ill also restore 
people s hope and confidence in 
governm ent in the areas o f  
prudent m anagem ent o f  
resources and p o lic ie s  like  

• e m p lo y m e n t - g e n e r a t io n ,  
affordable food  production, 
qualitative education, vibrant 
healthcare system, affordable 
houses and good roads.

I am, therefore, advising the 
peop le o f  Kaduna State to  
persuade H onourable
Mohammed Sani Sha?aban to 
join the governorship race in
2007.

Joshua Kaza, IJngwar Kaje, 
Kafanchan, Kaduna State.

Reactions to articles published in 
this paper may be directed to the 

editor via the email address: 
editor@dailytrust. com
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“Your Excellency, you*are and 
remain $ great inspiration to me, 
the people of Bimin Keb£i Local 

Government and marfv other ; 
progressive people o£Kebbi State

We rejoice with you on the 
’ occasion of the Award of 

Honorary Doctorate Degree in 
. Law (LLB Honoris Causa)

By /
Nassarawa State University, Keffi. 
On Saturday, February 18th, 2006.

We remain committed to your 
principles of Accountability, 

Action and Results.

His Excellency, 
iiimiadu Adamu Alien*, ( Garku 
ecu five Governor* Kebbi State.

S lQ f t S Q I
Sjphiptff Mapru ;hrahirn junjU

t a m m m  W krm  Weffw Local Govt, Council

■*•
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t e m p t h is t @ y a h o o .c o m

Cartoon killings, incompetent leadership
W hat h a s  h a p p e n e d  in  

) O nitsha and  o ther p laces as 
re p r isa ls  is  an ev id e n ce  o f  
fa i lu r e  o f  go vern m en t. O ne  
s h o u ld  th e re fo re  u rg e  
governm ent not to a llow  the  
present preoccupation o f  politics 
\ o f2007 to distract itfrom  facing  
a d e q u a te ly  th e  c r is is  now  

i engulfing the nation. "
- Rev. Fr. George Ehusani 
S ec . G en ., C a th o lic  

Secretariat o f  Nigeria
A s you  read  th is , the 

neophyte whose fertile 
imagination resulted in 

th e  ca rto o n s  tha t tr ig g e re d  
j protests and violent riots across 
the globe is probably nursing an 
oversized g lass o f  beer in a 
Danish pub -  about the only 
thing D enm ark is known for 
b e s id e  ch eese  and bu tter, 

i A ssu red  in th e  fa lla cy  and 
h y p o c risy  o f  W estern  

| in terpretations o f  dem ocracy 
| and freedom o f  expression, he 
would be totally oblivious o f  

: the mayhem and carnage his 
: indiscretion caused in most o f 
; the Middle East and Nigeria in 
pa rticu la r, w here c lo se  to  a 
hundred innocent souls perished 
in  rio ts  lin k ed  to  the 

j irresponsible c^irtoons. Even as 
11 write, r\ews reached me that 
I the senseless killings had spread 
j to  L o k o ja , th a t m ost 
[ cosmopolitan o f  Nigerian cities 
since the days o f  Lord Lugard. 

j With the third term charade the 
i only business in town, the signs 
jare that it could spread even 
| further in the coming days unless 
God touches the heart o f  the 

[jokers in A so Rock who also 
| claim  to be our leaders.

My grouse this morning is 
tharit w asn 't as i f  the riots, and 
th e  subsequen t k illin g s tha t 

| followed, occurred in a vacuum. 
[F rom  th e  m om ent th e  f irs t 
j protests hit London, the M iddle 
j East, Pakistan and most o f  Asia,
•i you just knew that they could 
occur in Africa too. Nigeria, with 

j its sizeable Muslim population,
; is not an Island to itself either 
and any responsible leader o r 
government should have known 

; that it was just a matter o f  time 
Hefore the protests reached these 
shores. That the protests spread 
to  K ano, th e re fo re , d id  not 
surprise m e in the slightest; the 
only surprise was that they were 
actually peaceful, given the fact 

* that they could very easily have 
been h ijacked  by id lers and 
street urchins. Still, the mere fact 
• hat th e  p ro te sts  took place 
should have alerted authorities 
to the possibility that they were 
like ly  to  have a con tag ious 
e ffec t on M uslim s in  o th e r 
Nigerian cities offended by the 
same cartoons. Like in Kano, the 
chances that crim inals could 
h ija c k  th e i r  p ro te s ts  w ere 
equally very real.

In a nation w ith only one 
j C o m m a n d e r- in -C h ie f , the 
p re s id e n t is the p rin c ip a l 
rec ip ien t and cu.stodian o f  a 

{sizeable chunk o f  the intelligence 
I from  th e  m assiv e  N ig e rian  
j security apparatus. Therefore, 
j  unless the president accepts that 
; the men and women he placed 
j in charge o f  such agencies should 
not be there in the first place, he 
cannot feign ignorance o f  the 

/p la n n e d  p ro te s ts  a t o th e r  
locations ou tside Kano. But 

i unfortunate ly , these days, it 
seem s the p residen t is only  

[preoccupied in intelligence on 
ih is political opponents. I f  it 
were not so, they would have 
taken appropriate precautionary 
m easures to ensure that the 
protests did not spiral out o f

control like 1 warned last week. 
Regrettably, even after violence 
e ru p te d  in M a id u g u ri, the  
government betrayed criminal 
incom petence, and a pathetic 
in a b ili ty  to  fo re s ta ll the  
reprisals that occurred in the 
E ast, o r  th e  p re d ic ta b le  
escalation  o f  the m ayhem  in 
c i t ie s  su ch  a s  K o n tag o ra , 
P o tisk u m  and  L oko ja . T he 
question now rem ains: where 
and when will the killings end?

Like the previous orgies o f  
m ass s la u g h te r  o f  in n o cen t 
Nigerians under the w atch ot 
this president, it is the ordinary, 
hard-working folk who bore the 
brunt o f  the scourge once again. 
M ost w ere sim ply caught in 
tran s it at e ith e r O n itsh a  or 
L oko ja  in p u rsu it o f  th e ir  
legitimate livelihoods. Given the 
alarm ing rate o f  poverty and 
destitution in the land, others 
simply lacked the wherewithal 
to escape and were caught like 
fish in a barrel. What do you tell 
parents who laboured to train 
their children through university 
only to have life snuffed out o f  
them in an avoidable riot while 
on national youth service ? How 
do we console families who lost 
their"sole breadwinners the same 
g ru eso m e w ay, o r  ch ild ren  
suddenly orphaned because our 
p a ss iv ity  e n ab le d  an 
incompetent chicken fanner to 
rig his way back to  office in 
2003? For; after all is said and 
done, the victims lost their lives 
because those in position  o f  
authority, from  the president 
and his security chiefs down to 
the governors in the affected 
areas, took a bizarre, French 
leave when their decisive actions 
were required most.

Indeed, since the return o f 
democracy in 1999, Nigerians 
have never had it so bad in terms 
o f  security. You may call Abacha 
different names, but at least our 
highways and cities were safer 
during h is tim e. That w as to 
change soon after Obasanjo took 
over, however. The OPC, which 
restricted its activities to the 
usual irrita ting  no ises about 
Yoruba suprem acy, suddenly 
unleashed an orgy o f  violence 
on other ethnic groups in the 
so u th -w es t b e g in n in g  from  
Sagamu. As could be expected, 
there were reprisals in Kano and 
other places and the nation has 
never known peace since then. 
But the greater tragedy is that 
th ro u g h o u t th e  c r is e s , the 
p re s id e n t in  c h a ra c te r is tic  
fashion, pussyfooted and hid 
behind the facade o f democracy 
even as blood flowed freely in 
th e  s tre e ts . A nd y e t, w h ile  
d is se n t and  freed o m  o f  
e x p re s s io n  a re  e s se n tia l 
in g re d ia n ts  o f  any  true  
democracy, they can never be a 
licence for arson or murder.

For the last several months, 
it  is  th e  sam e in co m p e ten t 
p residen t that proponents o f  
the costly cocktail o f  reforms 
he introduced want to ram down 
our th roats come* 2007. And 
because o f  the prominence given 
th e  th ird  te rm  a g en d a , an 
obvious paralysis o f  government 
has occurred. The bloodletting 
and general insecurity  in the 
land have not been accorded the 
p rio rity  they  deserve. T hese 
days, even government officials 
w ith mere certificates from the 
Harvard Business School want 
us to believe they are geniuses 
at economic management. They 
li te ra lly  w a lk  on a ir , and 
c o n s titu te  th e  p re s id e n t’s 
kitchen cabinet. They deepen 
our enslavem en t to  W estern

capital and resources at every 
tu rn , and  b ecau se  th ey  are  
h y p n o tised  by eco n o m ic  
theories o f  the IM F and the 
World Bank, they demand that 
we open our borders for the 
in flow  o f  a ll ty p es  o f  
m anufactured foreign goods, 
w h ile  a lso  c u tt in g  dow n 
d ra s tic a lly  on the d om estic  
workforce.

W ith a o n e -d im en sio n a l 
economy such as ours, even an 
e le m e n ta ry  s tu d en t o f  
economics should be wise to the 
lik e ly  o u tcom e o f  such 
foolishness. The Chinese after 
all tailored theirow n reforms to 
suit their own peculiarities, and 
are reaping immense benefits 
lrom their wisdom presently. 
Our reformers accept anvthing 
thrown at them as the gospel 
truth. They discarded Abacha’s 
Vision 2 0 10 report, which even 
his enemies admitted was a fine 
b lu e  p rin t fo r th e  n a tio n ’s 
quantum leap from the ravages 
o f  underdeve lopm en t. They 
came up with the contraption 
■called N E E D S, w hose sole 
purpose it seems is to  hand over 
our inheritance, and much o f our 
s o v e re ig n ty  to  th e  n eo ­
c o lo n ia lis t  in te re s ts  they  
represent.

They promised three million 
jobs in the interim, but only last 
week sanctioned the sacking o f 
nearly the entire civil service! 
In a nation where most industries 
h ave  e ith e r  c lo sed  o r are  
functioning at well below full 
capacity, the situation is almost 
like a death sentence for workers 
generally. Worse still, there is no 
w ell-structured social security 
system for them to fall back on. 
Social infrastructure remains at 
primitive levels generally, and 
don’t even mention healthcare 
delivery! Even with oil selling 
at over 60 dollars per barrel for 
successive years, the economic 
team still can’t find a way to 
end the hell that has become the 
lot o f  N igerians since 1999. 
T hey  fa il to  see  th e  d ire c t 
correlation  betw een the high 
u n em p lo y m en t ra te  and 
escalating  crim e nationw ide. 
And yet, central to their reforms 
agenda is the inflow o f  foreign 
investments. But even a grocery 
attendant should know that to 
attract the massive investments 
they  c rav e , they  f irs t m ust 
g u a ra n te e  an en ab lin g  
environment as a rule.

We needed peace and good 
governance, but Nigeria as we 
have seen in the past several 
days is a far cry from achieving 
that presently. As things stand 
today, Nigerians have become so 
decidedly impoverished under 
Obasanjo to the extent that their 
to le ran ce  level is now  su b ­
zeroed. It is within that context 
that the regrettable killings must 
be viewed. Let the word go forth 
that the unfortunate slaughter o f 
innocents has little to do with 
religion, but much to do with 
hunger and monumental failure 
o f  governance at different levels 
but especially at the very top. 
O basanjo must be denied the 
opportunity to utilise the crisis 
to  p ro lo n g  h is ten u re  by 
spreading crude and absurd tales 
about his indispensability. As 
for the millions sickened by all 
the cacophony o f  half-baked 
lies and deceit, by now, it must 
be obvious that the PDP and its 
brand o f  democracy are worse 
th a n  th e  m o s t b ru ta l 
dictatorship. H aifa world away, 
o u r fr ien d  in C o penhagen  
perhaps does not realise that 
th ere  is no th ing  e ssen tia lly  
comical about that truism.

T u esd a y , F ch ru arv

Goje’s phenomenal exploits in Gombe
A m ir Cabra, the G erm an 

th ea tre  sc h o la r  sa id , 
“ E v e ry  s o c ie ty  

d ese rv es the k ind  o f  leade r it 
g e ts .” I f  o u r so c ie ty  paved  
the w ay  fo r a reck less  leader 
to  em erge  as o u r go v ern o r as 
w e e x p e rie n c e d  fo u r  y ea rs  
ago , it w ill be v ery  bad  fo r a 
new  sta te  like G om be th a t is 
y ea rn in g  fo r an acco u n tab le , 
p ruden t and  peop le -o rien ted  
g ov ern m en t th a t w e desired . 
“ A le a d e r  th a t  m a k e s  
c h a n g e s  im p o s s ib le  
autom atically  m akes violence 
in e v i ta b l e .”  V io le n c e ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  is  a  p r o d u c t  o f  
u n derdeve lopm en t. E ven an 
acce le ra ted  deve lo p m en t o f  
e v e r y  s o c i e ty  is  h ig h ly  
desirab le  and  is th e  answ er, 
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  o n e  is 
e l e c te d  in to  a n y  o f f ic e .  
P r o v i s io n  o f  s u c h  
developm ent is the fu lfilm ent 
o f  elec toral p rom ises m ade to  
the electorate, w hich  in a w ay  
is a  m eth o d  o f  m ak in g  the 
p e o p le  to  k e e p  fa i th  w ith  
o n e ’s adm in is tra tion .

G om be S tate has never had 
it so  g o o d  in th e  la s t n in e  
years  an d  fo u r m on ths o f  its 
c r e a t io n  e v e n  in  th e  la s t  
d is p e n s a t io n . S o m e  o f  u s  
w e re  s h o c k e d  b y  th e  
o u tb u r s t  o f  th e  f o r m e r  
M in ister o f  M ines and  Pow er, 
A lhaji Ib rah im  H assan , w ho 
a c c u s e d  G o v . G o j e ’s 
adm in is tra tio n  ind irec tly  by  
s a y in g  th a t  th e  lo c a l  
gov ern m en t co u n c ils  in the 
s ta te  a re  n o t p e r f o rm in g .  
H o w  c a n  h e  a c c u s e  th e  
g o v e rn m e n t  o f  in d o le n c e  
w hen  he  know s, sees and  can 
verify  w h a t th is  gov ern m en t 
is d o in g ?  I f  a  r e s p e c ta b le  
leader like the form er m inister 
is b e ra tin g  th e  g o v ern m en t 
fo r n o t pe rfo rm in g , severa l 
re a s o n s  c o u ld  b e  a d d u c e d  
fo r  su c h  o u tb u r s t ,  a m o n g  
w hich  are: he  m ust have  lost 
to u ch  w ith  the  a c c e le ra te d  
developm ental realities in the 
s t a te  a t th e  m o m e n t;  ( i i )  
p e rh ap s  he is o n e  o f  those  
tha t c lo sed  th e ir  ey es  to  the 
reck lessn ess , w aste fu l sp ree  
and  th e  in sen sitiv ities  o f  th e  
d e fe a te d  p a s t g o v e rn m e n t; 
( i i i )  1 h o p e  a n d  w a n t  to  
b e liev e  tha t the c ritic ism  is 
n o t  to  d ra w  a t t e n t io n  to  
h im se lf and  the group  he m ay 
be v o u ch in g  for; ( iv ) 1 a lso  
h o p e  th e  c r i t i c i s m s  a r e  
g e n u in e  an d  b o rn e  o u t o f  
co n stru c tiv e  co m m en ts  and 
the p o litica l co n ce rn  for the 
advancem en t o f  the sta te  and  
perhaps to  m ake Gov. G o je ’s 
g overnm en t sit up  in o rder to  
execu te  m ore p ro jec ts  for th e  
peopje. P erhaps, it is a lso  an 
a ttem p t to  d raw  th e  atten tion  
o f  th e  governm ent to  h im se lf  
and  the  o th e r m em bers  o f  the 
o ld  schoo l th a t w e  a re  still 
very  m uch  around , p a tron ise  
us. O ne, tw o o r th ree o f  these  
reaso n s m u s t be  th e  genesis 
o f  the critic ism s.

I f  the form er m in is ter is not 
aw are  o f  the ac tiv itie s  o f  the

B v P a u l S am so n

p r e s e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  in  
G om be State, let him  visit the 
u l t r a - m o d e r n  s h o p p in g  
com plex  bu ilt by  the G om be 
L ocal G overnm en t at T udun  
H afsi; th e  construction  o f  the 
G enera l H osp ita l by N afad a  
L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t ,  th e  
e le c tr i f ic a t io n  p ro je c ts  b y  
K w am i L ocal G o v e rn m en t 
a n d  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  
tow nsh ip  and  rural roads by 
Y a m a ltu -D e b a  an d  D u k k u  
lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a r e a s .  
T hese  a re  v ery  a few  o f  the 
p eo p le -o rien ted  p ro jec ts  that 
th e  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t h a s  
d i r e c te d  th e  th i rd  t i e r  o f  
gov ern m en t to  em bark  upon 
to  ju s ti fy  the  m an d ate  th a t 
th e  people gave  to them . I am  
not a c iv il servan t, con trac to r 
o r  p e r s o n a l ly  k n o w  
G o v .G o je ,  le t  a lo n e  
co n c lu d in g  w h e th e r 1 h av e  
b e e n  c o m m is s io n e d  to  
defen d  the  ac tiv itie s  o f  h is 
g o v e rn m e n t, b u t c o u r te sy  
d em an d s tha t w e shou ld  pu j 
th e  f a c ts  s t r a ig h t .  T h e s e  
p ro jec ts  are  all v e rifiab le  fo r 
a n y b o d y  th a t c la im s  to  be  
ig n o ran t o f  th e  se rio u sn ess  
an d  co m m itm en t o f  G o je 's  
a d m in is tr a t io n  in  th e  la s t 
th r e e  y e a r s  o f  h is  
adm in is te ring  the  state. G o je  
h a s  n o t  le f t  a n y b o d y  in  
d oub t th a t he m ean t w ell for 
th e  p e o p le  w h o  g a v e  h im  
th e ir  m andate , so  to  them  he 
o w e s  a l le g ia n c e  a n d  ev en  
b e tte r  in o rd e r  to  g e t th e ir  
support again  com e 2007. All 
th e s e  a re  d o n e  w ith in  th e  
s c a r c e  r e s o u r c e s  a t  th e  
d isposa l o f  the  governm en t. 
W hat w ou ld  be  the reac tions 
o f  A lha ji H assan  and  o th e r 
m e m b e rs  o f  h is  a rm c h a ir  
c ritics  c lu b  i f  G om be S tate  is 
g e tting  the  k ind  o f  revenue 
a lloca tion  accru ing  to  an y  o f  
the S ou th -S ou th  sta tes?

F o r  th e  r e c o r d ,  A lh a j i  
H assan  an d  h is  ilk  sh o u ld  
k now  in case  they  still c la im  
igno rance  o f  w h a t th e  G o je  
a d m in is tra tio n  is  d o in g  in 
G om be, tha t the g overnm en t 
w ill be  co m m iss io n in g  the 
m u lti-b illio n  n a ira  G o m b e  
W a te r  S c h e m e  p ro je c t  in 
M a r c h . T h e  H o n o u r a b le  
M in is te r  c a n  c o n ta c t  th e  
G overnm en t H ouse , G om be 
S ta te  to  k n o w  w h e n  th e  
ev en t is co m in g  up , so  th a t 
they  w ill b e  be tte r in fo rm ed  
o f  the  p ro g ram m es and  th e  
po lic ies o f  the adm inistration  
in s tead  o f  c ritic is in g  for th e . 
sake o f  criticism . Let m e point 
ou t aga in  to  the c ritics  o f  the 
g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  b y  th e  
sp e c ia l g ra c e  o f  A lm ig h ty  
G od, go ing  b y  th e  sense  o f  
co m m itm en t tha t G o v ern o r 
G o je  a n d  h is  c o u n c i l  
m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  
d isp lay ing , w c  have  o n e  o f  
th e  b e s t  s t a te - o w n e d  
u n iv e rs it ie s  in th e  co u n try  
today. T he c ritic s  can  pay  an 
u n s c h e d u le d  v i s i t  to  th e  
cam pus; it is located  c lose  to

them  w ith in  the state  cap ital 
w h e re  I am  a s tu d e n t  
u n d e r g o in g  a u n iv e r s i t y  
d eg ree  p rog ram m e. Som e o f  
o u r  le a d e r s  w h o  a re  
in terested  in sharing  the state 
a llo c a tio n  in s tead  o f  u s in g  
the sam e fo r the good  o f  the 
com m on m an shou ld  p lease  
ta k e  a c u e  f ro m  th e  
m a g n a n im i ty  a n d  g ia n t  
s trides o f  this governm ent, so 
tha t they  can  lea rn  and  see 
h o w  to  s e r v e  th e  p e o p le  
better.

T he  G o m b e  S ta te  School 
o f  N ursing  is also  w ith in  their 
reach  a t the s ta te  cap ital; they 
can go  there  to  see th e  sta te  
o f  art eq u ip m en t in s ta lled  to  
tra in  the sons and  daugh ters 
o f  G om be S ta te  to  th e  g lo ry  
o f  G od. I hope th ey  rea lised  
that fo u r y ea rs  ago , th e  state 
cap ita l w as a  g lo rified  local 
g o v e rn m e n t  h e a d q u a r te r s  
r a th e r  th a n  th e  b e f i t t in g  
infrastructural facilities put in 
p la c e  n o w  b y  th e  s a m e  
g o v e rn m e n t  th e y  s e e k  to  
d i s c r e d i t  in s te a d  o f  
e n c o u ra g in g  a n d  g iv in g  it 
th e ir  m oral suppo rt fo r it to  
co n tin u e  its  go o d  w ork .

W h at a b o u t th e  m a ss iv e  
good  ro ad s g o in g  on  w ith in  
and  o u ts id e  th e  sta te  cap ita l?  
E le c t r i f ic a t io n  s c h e m e  is 
a n o th e r p ro jec t o f  repu te  that 
w e  s h o u ld  th a n k  th i s  
g ov ern m en t for. I am  using  
th is m ed ium  to  appeal to  the 
o p in io n  leade rs in th e  sta te  
to  p le a se  c a ll  so m e  o f  th e  
a n ta g o n i s t s  o f  G o j e ’s 
a d m in is tra tio n  to  o rd e r  fo r 
p e a c e ,  t r a n q u i l l i t y  a n d  
u n d ers tan d in g  to  re ign  in  the 
sta te . G o m b e  D eve lopm en t 
Forum , G D F  h as a H erculean 
ta s k  to  p e r f o r m  in  th i s  
respect. W hat w e need  at th is 
fo rm ative  s tag e  o f  the state 
is  to  jo i n  h a n d s  w ith  th e  
p e rfo rm in g  g o v e rn m e n t to  
ta k e  th e  s t a te  to  g r e a t e r  
h e igh ts . It is to  the g lo ry  o f  
o u r leaders i f  the sta te  g row s, 
d ev e lo p s and  p ro spers . T he 
a s p i r a n t s  f o r  th e  
g o v e rn o r s h ip  s e a t  should* 
w e ig h  th em se lv e s  p ro p e rly  
an d  se e  w h e th e r  th e y  can  
w ith s tan d  th e  p ressu re  o f  the 
la rge-sca le  d ev e lopm en t that 
o u r yo u n g  sta te  is y earn ing  
for, w hich  D anjum a G oje and 
h is  gov ern m en t are cu rren tly  
p r o v id in g  in  th e  sta te  
B ecau se  G o v e rn o r  A d am u  
M u ’azu  o f  B auchi S ta te , ou r 
n e x t - d o o r  n e ig h b o u r
p e r f o r m e d  c r e d i t a b ly
be tw een  1999 and  2003 , as 
G o v ern o r G oje  is d o ing  a t all 
co st to  im prove the standard  
o f  liv ing  o f  th e  peo p le  in the 
s ta te , M u a ’zu  w as g iv e n  a 
s e c o n d  c h a n c e  to  le ad  the 
s ta te , so  G o m b e  S tate  peo p le  
should take a cue from  Bauchi 
vo ters an d  suppo rt G o je  for 
second  term  in 2007.

T h is  c o n tr ib u tio n  was 
made by Paul Samson o f  No. 
1, B a u ch i Road, Gombe, 
Gombe State.
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Vietnam: The making of an economic tige
I t is not ju s t because  the 

V ietnam ese defeated  one

great pow er, F rance and 
ano ther super o r even  hyper 
pow er, the U n ited  S tates o f  
A m erica  tha t the country  is 
now  very  rem arkable.

V ie tnam , is th e  seco n d  
fastest g row ing  econom y in 
th e  w o rld , t r a i l in g  b e h in d  
o n ly  its no rth ern  neigbour, 
th e  P e o p le s  R e p u b l ic  o f  
C h in a  a t 7 .1 %  o f  g ro s s  
d o m e s t ic  p r o d u c t ,  w h ile  
C hina gallops ahead  w ith  8%  
as the w orld  fastest runner in 
e c o n o m ic  g ro w th . A m o n g  
V ietnam ’s 84.9 m illion people, 
the g ross d om estic  p roduct 
per pefson  stands at 670 U.S-> 
d o lla rs ,  n o t to o  b ad  fo r  a 
cdun try  com ing  ou t from  a 
devasta ting  war. A fter a long 
d ra w n  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  th e  
co un try  w ou ld  be acced ing  
to  th e  w o r ld  t r a d e  
o rg an iza tion  (W T O ) during  
th e  c o u r s e  o f  th i s  y e a r ,  
thereby  im prov ing  business 
confidence .

V ietnam  since 1986 has 
been  im plem en ting  a w ide- 
r a n g in g  e c o n o m ic  a n d  
po litica l reform s. Its reform  
p rog ram m e o therw ise  called  
DoiM oi is a im ed at in jecting  
free en terprise  p rincip les and 
reducing  cen tral contro l.

T he “ D raft s tra teg y  fo r 
S o c io e c o n o m ic  stabilization 
and D evelopm en t” , is a im ed  
to doub le  G D P th rough  the 
“ s cTc i a  1 i s t  - o  r i e n t e d 
c o m m o d ity  e c o n o m y , a 
m arket econom y u nder state 
m an ag em en t” in  w h ich  the 
s ta te  and  co llec tiv e  secto rs 
w ill p lay  a p redom inan t roie. 
T h e  1992  c o n s t i tu t io n  
em bodies the m arket reform s 
o f  r e c e n t  y e a r s  a n d  
recogn ized  c itiz en ’s righ t to 
engage in p riva te  business. 
A  b a n k r u p tc y  la w  w a s  
passed in January  1994. Real 
g ro s s  d o m e s t ic  p ro d u c t  
g ro w th  h a s  h o v e re d  
c o n s i s te n t ly  b e tw e e n  7%

By Charles Onunaiju,
Senior Reporter Foreign Desk

and  8% . X tk e lH e  econom ic 
r e f o rm  ’ o f  its. n o r th e rn  
neighbour, C hina, V ie tn am ’s 
econom ic  re fo rm  w as aim ed 
a t s h a k in g  o f f  th e  
b u r e a u c r a t i c  in e r t ia ,  th a t  
s t a l l s  g ro w th  a n d  
developm ent. T he econom ic 
refo rm  m easures designed  to 
conform  to m arket orientation 
d id  no t in any  w ay  abrogate  
the cen tra lity  o f  the state in 
e co n o m ic  m an ag e m en t bu t 
ra th e r re in fo rces  its ro le  to 
p rov ide the g round  ru les and 
enab ling  in frastructure.

T h e  s t ra te g y  h a s  b e e n  
e ffec tive  in the sense  tha t it 
h a s  s p u r r e d  th e  m o s t 
a s to n is h in g  a n d  d ra m a tic  
econom ic  d eve lopm en t and 
social p rogress, m ankind  has 
ev er seen, com parab le  only  
to  th e  d ra m a tic  e c o n o m ic  
g ro w th  o f  th e  p e o p le s  
R epublic o f  C hina. M ore and 
m ore  V ie tnam ese  are being  
pu lled  ou t o f  poverty. M ore 
th an  200  c o m p a n ie s  lis ted  
am ong  the 500 in the fortune 
m a g a z in e  a s  th e  w o r ld  
b ig g e s t  a re  c u r r e n t ly  
investing  in V ietnam  w ith the 
e ffe c t th a t s in ce  1997, the 
country  has had an  estim ated  
d irec t foreign investm en t o f  
8 .3  b il l io n  U S d o lla rs . In 
February  1994 a  y ear before 
W a s h in g to n  fu l ly
e s ta b lish e d  fu ll d ip lo m atic  
r e l a t i o n  w ith  its  f o r m e r  
adversary , the U S lifted  the 
trade em bargo it has im posed 
in 1975, fo llow ing  its defeat 
a n d  th e  c o l l a p s e  o f  its  
p u p p e t  S o u th  V ie tn a m ’s 
regime.

B ut th e  cu rren t success  
o f  V ietnam  canno t be taken  
in iso la tion  o f  its h is to ry  or 
o f  the party  th a t is at the core 
o f  its national life. In 1940, 
V ietnam  w as occupied  by the 
Jap an ese . In A u g u st 1945, 
th e ^ J a p a n e s e  a l lo w e d  th e  
V ietm inh m ovem en t to  seize

pow er, deth rone the em pero r 
a n d  e s t a b l i s h  a r e p u b l ic  
know n as V ie tnam . O n 6 th 
M a rc h  1 9 4 6 , F ra n a e  
re c o g n iz e  th e  “d em o c ra tic  
R epublic  o f  V ietnam , as free

c o n tin u ed  th e  s tru g g le  and  
d rive fo r the reun ifica tion  o f  
the w hole country.

T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  
A m erica  en tered  the w ar to 
m ain tain  a d iv ided  V ietnam ,

Mr. Phan Van Khai, Prime M inister o f  the Socialist Republic o f  
Vietnam
s ta te  w ith in  In d o -C h in e se  
federation. O n 19"' D ecem ber 
V ie tn a m  f o r c e s  m a d e  a 
su rp rise  a ttack  on H anoi, the 
signal for nearly  e igh t years 
o f  hostilities.

A n  a g r e e m e n t  o n  th e  
cessa tio n  o f  ho s tilitie s  w as 
reached on 20lh July 1954. The 
F rench  w ithdrew  and by  the 
P a r is  a g r e e m e n t  o f  2 9 ,h 
D ecem b er 1954 co m p le ted  
the tran sfe r fo r sovere ign ty  
to  Vietnam w hich w as divided 
a long  the 17,h para lled  in to  
N orth  V ietnam , held  by the 
com m unist party  o f  V ietnam  
an d  th e  so u th  h e ld  by th e  
p u p p e t  r e g im e  o f  th e  
departing  im peria list pow er. 
H o w e v e r , th e  c o m m u n is t  
party  under the leadersh ip  o f  
the venerab le  H O  C hi M inh

“Even, the US after its bitter war with Vietnam and 
barrage o f  economic sanctions and boycotts 
recognized the economic potentials o f the emerging 
AsiU tiger and quickly established full diplomatic 
relation in 1995. It is therefore most unjustifiable 
that Nigeria as a country in desperate need for trade 
and who could share experience in economic reform 
with Vietnam is maintaining low key relation with 
the great country. ”

w ith  the S ou th  as stra teg ic  
stag ing  post to  com prom ise  
the independen t strugg le  in 
Indochina com prising  Laos, 
C am b o d ia  and  V ietnam . In 
Paris on 27 January, 1973, an 
a g r e e m e n t  w a s  s ig n e d  
end ing  the w a r in V ietnam . 
H ow ever, the U S con tinued  
to  stoke the fire o f  hostility  
u sing  the South  V ietnam ese 
as a p ro x y , u n ti l  sh e  w as  
e v e n tu a l ly  ro u te d  a f t e r  a 
p r o t r a c t e d  w a r  in  w h ic h  
W a sh in g to n  u sed  b o th  th e  
dead ly  napalm  bom b and  its 
then  new ly built B52 bom ber 
to  s in k  m a n y  v i l la g e s  in  
Vietnam.

H av ing  expe lled  b o th  the 
F rench and A m erica, coupled 
w ith  th e  c o lla p s e  o f  th e ir  
p u p p e t  r e g im e , th e  
u n i f ic a t io n  o f  N o r th  a n d  
S o u th  V ie tn a m  in to  th e  
socialist R epublic o f  V ietnam  
finally  took  p lace  on 2 nd Ju ly  
1 9 7 6 . T h e  V ie tn a m e s e  
com m unist party  founded  by 
Ho Chi Minh, p opu la rly  and 
affectionately called uncle Ho 
f ro m  th e  p e r io d  o f  a n t i  
co lon ial res istance  to  the re ­
u n if ic a t io n  o f  th e  co u n try  
w a s  a t  th e  c o re  o f  th e  
coun try ’s political, social and 
econom ic life.

T he tra v a ils  o f  Ho Chi 
Minh w ho  w as d esp e ra te ly  
h u n te d  b y  th e  F re n c h  
c o r r e s p o n d s  w ith  th e  
cheaqu red  fate  o f  the party

w h ic h  w e re  d e s t in e d  to  
o pera te  underg round , under 
d i f f e r e n t  g u is e s  t i l l  it 
e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  N o r th  
V ie tn a m , f ro m  w h e re  it 
m o u n te d  th e  d r iv e  an d  
s t r u g g le  fo r  th e  to ta l  
u n i f ic a t io n  . an d
independence o f  V ietnam .

H o  s y m b o l iz e s  an d  
e m b o d ie s  th e  V ie tn a m e se  
revo lu tion  up to th is day, it is 
d i f f i c u l t  to  im a g in e  th e  
V ie tn a m e s e  r e v o lu t io n  
w i th o u t  th e  a c t iv e
part icipation o f  Ho Chi Minh. 
A lth o u g h  th e  c u r r e n t
historical fashion em phasizes 
th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  g r e a t  
u n d erly in g  socia l fo rces in 
un leash ing  the m ajo r events 
o f  ou r tim e, it rem ains c lear 
that in m any  instances, such 
as the B olshev ik  revo lu tion  
and the C hinese civil war, the 
ro le  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l can  
s o m e tim e s  be  p a ra m o u n t.

5 Such w as the case in Vietnam. 
N ot on ly  w as Ho the founder 
o f  h is  p a r ty  and  la te r  th e  
p residen t o f  the country , bu t 
he w as its c h ie f stra teg ist and 
its m ost insp iring  sym bol.

A  ta len ted  o rg an ize r as 
w ell as an  a stu te  s tra teg is t 
and  a charism atic  leader, H o 
C hi M in h ’s im age w as part 
m o d e rn  R u s s ia ’s fo u n d e r  
V ladm ir Lenin and part India’s 
M a h ta h a  G h a n d i w ith  a 
p e rh a p s  a d ash  o f  E as te rn  
C onfucius. It w as a dynam ic 
c o m b in a t io n .  W h ile  th e  
V ietnam ese w ar o f  national 
lib e ra tio n  is an  in e lu c tab le  
fact tha t tran scends the fate 
o f  ind iv idual hum an beings, 
w ithou t the presence o f  Ho 
Chi Minh, it w ould  have been 
a fa r  d iffe ren t affair, w ith  far 
d i f f e r e n t  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  
U n c le  H o w a s  an  “ e v e n t-  
m ak ing  m an ” , and  ‘a ch ild  o f  
c ris is ’, w ho  com bined  in his 
ow n person tw o o f  the central 
f o r c e s  in  th e  h is to r y  o f  
m odem  V ietnam , the desire  
fo r  n a tio n a l in d e p e n d e n c e  
and the q uest fo r social and 
econom ic jus tice .

B e c a u s e  th e s e  fo rc-es 
tran scen d ed  th e  bo rders, o f  
h is  o w n  c o u n try , H o w as 
able to p ro jec t his m essage  
to  co lon ia l peoples all over 
the w orld  and  speak  to the ir 
d e m a n d  fo r  d ig n i ty  a n d  
f re e d o m  fro m  im p e r ia l is t  
o p p ress io n .

W h a te v e r  th e  f in a l  
ju d g em en t on h is legacy  to 
h is ow n peop le  and the rest 
o f  the w orld , he has taken his 
p la c e  in  th e  p a n th e o n  o f  
re v o lu tio n a ry  h e ro e s  w h o  
have s tru g g led  m ig h tily  to  
g iv e  th e  o p p re s se d  o f  th e

w orld  the ir true  voice.
E v e n  in  an  e ra  o 

im perialist trium phalism  and 
lib e ra lis t g lo b a liz a tio n , the 
w o rk s  o f  H o C h in  M in h  
c o n tin u e s  to  in sp ire  m an y  
p e o p le s  o f  th e  w o r ld  fo r  
in d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  s o c ia l  
ju s tice . /

V ie tn a m  h a s  e q u a l ly  
r e m a in e d  f a i th f u l  to  t h e ; 
so c ia lis t c o n s tru c tio n , an d  j 

has advanced  in great leaps 
in econom ic  g row th , social 
d e v e lo p m e n t an d  p o litic a l 
stability. By A pril o f  th is year, j 
th e  V ie tnam ese  com m u n is t j 

p a rty  w o u ld  h o ld  its  p a rty  ; 
c o n g re s s , an d  is e x p e c te d  
th a t  th a t  th e  p a r ty  w o u ld  j 
c o m m it  i t s e l f  to  t h e j 
d eepen ing  o f  the econom ic  | 
re fo rm s and  im p ro v in g  the 
s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  o f  th e  I 
V ietnam ese people.

In  a n  e r a ,  w h e re  j 

u n in t e l l ig e n t  “ c o m m o n  | 
sen se” have w idely  h e ld  tha t j 

s o c i a l i s t  c o n s t r u c t io n  is j 
b ankrup t and a fa iled  social 
s y s te m , b o th  S o c ia l is t  
R epublic  o f  V ietnam  and the j 
Peoples R epublic  o f  C hina, | 
th e  tw o  f a s te s t  g ro w in g  j  

econom ies in the w orld  are j 

tru ly  po in ting  to  the path  to 
w h ich  any  Peop le  desirous j 
to  sh a k e  o f f  th e  p a n g s  o f  
p o v e r ty  a n d  c y c l ic  j  

u n d erdeve lopm en t can  turn 
to. A lready  in L atin  A m erica, I 
from  V enezuela  to  B oliv ia , 
B razil and  C hile, the path  is j 
rece iv ing  serious attention .

N O TE: V ietnam  as lacuna 
in N ig e ria ’s fo re ign  policy. 
C u rre n tly , N ig e r ia  h a s  no 
diplom atic presence in Hanoi, i 
cap ita l o fV ie tnam . N ig e ria ’s 
r u d im e n ta r y  d ip lo m a t ic  j  

r e la t io n  w ith  V ie tn a m  is  
o v e rs e e n  by  th e  N ig e ria !s  
em bassy  in B eijing , C hina.

This is rather unfortunate. 
E ven, the U S after its b itter 
w ar w ith V ietnam  and barrage 
o f  eco n o m ic  san c tio n s and 
b o y c o t t s  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  
eco n o m ic  p o te n tia ls  o f  the 
e m e r g in g  A s ia  t i g e r  a n d  
q u ic k ly  e s ta b l i s h e d  fu ll 
diplom atic relation in 1995. It 
is therefore m ost unjustifiable j 
tha t N ig eria  as a coun try  in I 
despera te  need  fo r trade and  j 

w ho could  share experience  
in  e c o n o m ic  re fo rm  w itli 
V ietnam  is m ain ta in ing  low  
key  re la tio n  w ith  th e  g rea t j 

country.
To en te r late to V ietnam  

w hen the w orld  is rush ing , tb 
g rab  th e  ex p a n d in g  p ie  o f  j  

V ie tn a m ’s e c o n o m ic  
opp o rtun ities is a d ip lom atic  I 
n a iv e ty  o f  o u ts ta n d in g  j  

significance.
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Bird flu
spreads 
to Niger
N ig e r has b ecom e the 

th ird  A frican  coun try  
to  h a v e  c o n f i rm e d  

cases o f  the dead ly  strain  o f  
b ird  flu, experts  say.

T e s t r e s u l t s  h a v e  
co n firm e d  sev e ra l c a se s  o f  
th e  H 5N 1 v ir u s ,  s a id  th e  
W o rld  O r g a n is a t io n  fo r  
A nim al Health (01E).

N iger, one o f  the w o rld 's  
poorest coun tries, has a long 
b o rd e r w ith  N ig e ria , w here  
b ird  flu has k illed  thousands 
o f  ch ickens.

N o  h u m an  c a se s  o f  the 
H 5N1 stra in  have  y e t been 
found in A frica  but the UN 
h a s  w a rn e d  o f  a p o s s ib le  
regional disaster.

T h e  H 5^J1 s t r a in  w a s  
found in dom estic  ducks near 
N igeria '^  border, the O IE said.

“ W e’v e  b een  o f f ic ia lly  
in form ed that the p resence  o f  
the  v irus has been  no tified  on 
the sam ple from  N iger but w e 
a r e  w a i t in g  fo r  o f f ic ia l  
d o cu m en ts  to  know ... w hat 
ty p e  o f  s t r a in  it i s ,”  sa id  
N i g e r ’s g o v e r n m e n t  
sp o k e sm a n  M o h am ed  B en 
Omar.

'  O IE  d i r e c to r  B e rn a rd  
V a lla t s a id  it  c a m e  as  no  
s u r p r is e  th a t  b ird  f lu  h ad  
spread from  N igeria  to N iger.

“W e know  th a t th e  v irus 
in N igeria  has invaded a large 
p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n tr y .  T h e  
m e a s u re s  o f  c o n f in e m e n t  
w e re  rio t t a k e n  a n d  
tran sparency  w as no t app lied  
from  th e  beg inn ing , he said.

“N ow  w e know  that all o f  
th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  c o u n tr ie s  
o f  N igeria are under a very big 
th rea t.”

N ig e r ,  l ik e  m o s t W est 
^-A frican c o u n t r i e s ,  h a d  
banned  pou ltry  im ports from  

j Nigeria.
E a r l i e r ,  N i g e r i a ’s 

In fo rm atio n  M in is te r F rank  
N w ek e  a n n o u n ced  th a t the 

! H 5N 1 strain  had  b een  found  
| in  tw o  m ore  N igerian  states, 
ta k in g  th e  to ta l to  se v e n  - 
m ostly  in the north and centre 
o f  the country.

B ird  f lu  h a s  a lso  b e e n  
j found  in E gypt.

Last w eek, the U N ’s Food 
and  A gricu ltu re  O rganisation  

|(F A O ) re c o m m e n d e d  th a t 
N ig e r ia  v a c c in a te  p o u ltry , 
s a y in g  th e  s t r a te g y  o f  
con ta inm en t and  slaugh ter o f  
at-risk b irds w as no t w orking.

T h e re  are  a lso  ca lls  fo r 
I c la rif ica tion  on  the issue o f  
com pensation  fo r farm ers.

A lm o s t  60  p e r c e n t  o f  
p o u l t r y  p r o d u c e r s  r a i s e  
ch ickens in th e ir backyards 

la n d  h e a l th  o f f i c ia l s  a re  
j  w o rried  th a t they  w o u ld  no t 
I te ll th e  a u th o r it ie s  i f  th e ir  
birds fell ill.

M ore than  90 people  have 
died o f  H 5 N 1 bird flu since the 
d i s e a s e ’s r e s u r g e n c e  in  
D ecem ber 2003 - m ost o f  them  
in S ou th -E ast A sia.

blasts opposition on results

Ugandan President, Yowri M useveni

Saudi Arabia denies 
detention of 13 Nigerians

Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni has accused his 
defeated opponent in last 
week’s presidential elections o f  

failing to understand democracy.
He told BBC  that Dr Kizza 

Besigye’s plan to challenge the 
result in court was “neither here 
nor there" as he is not the one 
who decides.

Dr B esigye - once Mr 
Museveni’s doctor - is currently 
out on bail having been accused 
o f several crimes he denies.

UK and US diplomats have 
urged Dr Besigye’s supporters 
to avoid violence.

Mr Museveni again accused 
Dr B es ig y e ’s Forum for 
Democratic Change party of links 
to “terrorist groups”, which he 
said they must cut.

- Dr Besigye, who has been 
facing treason and rape charges 
during the campaign, described 
the result as “outrageous", saying 
the Electoral C om m ission’s 
compilation of votes was “illegal” 
and all part o f  an “illegitimate 
process”.

Earlier, in his first address to 
the nation since his victory, Mr 
Museveni thanked Ugandans for 
rejecting "negative forces”.

Mr M useveni said  
opposition  supporters
threatened "to cause havoc” but 
large deployments o f security 
forces were ready for trouble.

He also referred to the 
protesters who gathered outside 
FDC offices on Saturday to 
demonstrate against the result. 
They were dispersed by riot 
police using tear gas.

“They tried [to cause chaos]. 
They couldn’t. It’s too late for 
that type o f game," he said.

Mr Museveni - who has been 
in power for 20 years - won 59 
percent o f the vote, the Electoral 
Commission said on Saturday. Dr

Besigye took 37 percent.
Uganda’s first multi-party 

vote in 25 years was seen as a 
test o f its democratic credentials.

The outcom e has been  
broadly" endorsed by 
international monitors, although 
EU observers noted som e 
problems with the campaign.

In their preliminary report, 
the observers said there was no 
“level playing field”, pointing to 
Dr Besigye’s arrest last year.

Sudan leader warns 
against UN force

O
m a r  a l - B a s h ir ,  th e  
S u d an ese  p res id en t, 
has said  D arfur w ill 

becom e a g raveyard  fo r any 
fo re ig n  m ilita ry  c o n tin g en t 
e n te r in g  the reg io n  ag a in s t 
K hartoum ’s will, according to 
n ew sp ap ers .

“ W e a re  s t r o n g ly  
o p p o s e d  to  a n y  f o r e ig n  
in te rv e n tio n  in  S udan , and  
D arfur w ill be a graveyard  for 
any  fo re ign  troops ven tu ring  
to  e n te r , ” a l - B a s h i r  w a s  
quo ted  on S unday  as saying.

H is com m ents cam e am id 
s te p p e d -u p  e f f o r ts  b y  th e

T h e  S a u d i  A r a b ia  
em bassy  in  N igeria  
h a s  d e n ie d  th e  

allega tion  o f  de ten tio n  and 
to rtu re  o f  N igerians in Saudi 
p r i s o n  s a y in g  th a t  th e  
allegation  w as baseless.

R e s p o n d in g  to  an  
ed itorial carried  in one  o f  the 
n a tio n a l d a ilie s  (n o t D aily  
T rust) tha t 13 N igerians are 
in incom m unicado  and  that 
they  risk  o f  death  sen tence 
a n d  e x e c u t io n  in  S a u d i 
A ra b ia  ja i l s ,  M o h a m m e d  
U m ar an  o ff ic ia l in  S aud i 
em b assy  sa id  such  a  th ing  
does no t exist.

U m a r  w h o  e x p r e s s e d  
b i t te rn e s s  o v e r  th e  is su e , 
said  that M in istry  o f  foreign 
affa irs  w ou ld  have  been  in 
the p ic tu re  o f  th e  inc iden t i f  
it exist.

A cco rd in g  to  th e  daily , 
the v ic tim s, are  be tw een  the 
ages o f  20  and  30, as w ere 
r e p o r te d  Jo b e  a m o n g  
A frican s  a rre s ted  in  Saudi 
fo llow ing  a d ispu te  betw een  
Saudi na tionals and  A frican  
n a t io n a ls  w o rk in g  a s  c a r  
c le a n e r s  in  S a u d i 
n e ig h b o r h o o d . .  A  S a u d i 
p o lic e m a n  w a s  a lle g e d  to  
h a v e  b e e n  k i l l e d  in  th e  
afterm ath  o f  the  row.

T h e  p a p e r  s a id  th a t  a  
g ro u p  f ig h t in g  f o r  th e  
N igerians, the legal D efense 
a n d  A s s i s ta n t  P r o je c t  
(L E D A P ) s a id  in  a  p re s s  
release that 13 N igerian  w ere

By A ish a  U m a r, Reporter 
Foreign Desk

am ong  100 persons arrested  
o f  w hich  m any w ere  deported  
w h ile  th e  13 N igerians w ere  
b rough t befo re  th ree  ju d g es  
in  a  c lo s e d  s e s s io n  on  
N ovem ber 2 2 ,2 0 0 2 , in a  trial 
a lleg ed ly  co n d u c te d  A rab ic  
w ithou t transla tion , and  legal 
o r  co n su la r rep resen ta tion .

T h e  p a p e r  s t a te d  th a t  
there  w ere  reports o f  torture.

Ivorian govt, opposition 
in peace parley

M a jo r  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  
re b e l le a d e rs  w ill 

.h o ld  ta lk s  in  th e  
Ivory  C oast fo r the first tim e 
since a  2002  uprising .

P r e s id e n t  L a u re n  
G b ag b o , o p p o sitio n  leade rs  
H e n r i  K o n a n  B e d ie  a n d  
A lassane  O uattara , and  rebel 
leader G uillaum e Soro m eet in 
the cap ita l Y am oussoukro .

T he fou r ra re ly  speak  and  
have  no t m e t on Ivorian  soil

British govt issues travel 
warning on Nigeria

T  ■ ■ ■Jhe B ritish  governm en t 
has issued  fresh travel 
w a rn in g  to  N ig e r ia ,  

citing  B akassi Pen insu la  and 
to  th e  r i v e r in e  a r e a s  o f  
B a y e lsa , D e lta  an d  R iv e rs  
S tates as vo la tile  areas.

A ccord ing  to  the w ebsite  
o f  th e  F o re ig n  a n d  
C o m m o n w e a lth  o ff ic e , th e  
governm en t adv ised  against 
all bu t essen tia l travel to  the 
re s t o f  B a y e lsa , D e lta  an d  
R iv e rs  S ta tes . T he  w eb site  
s t a te d  th a t  “ lo c a l i s e d  
ou tb reaks o f  c iv il u n res t can  
o ccu r a t short no tice .”

T he w ebsite , w h ich  w as 
updated  on the February  20, 
re ite ra ted  terro rism  th rea t in 
th e  c o u n try . I t w o u ld  b e  
reca lled  tha t travel w arn ing  
w a s  is s u e d  b a s e d  o n  a 
sta tem en t cred ited  to U sam a 
B in  L aden  in February  2003 
c a ll in g  fo r  an  u p r is in g  by  
M u s l im s  in  a  n u m b e r  o f  
coun tries includ ing  N igeria.

Elkanah Chawai, Foreign 
 Desk Reporter______

“ D e m o n s t r a t io n s  a n d  
o u tb reak s o f  lo ca lised  c iv il 
u n re s t  a n d  v io le n c e  c a n  
o c c u r  w ith  l i t t l e  n o t ic e  
th roughou t the country. T he 
m o s t re c e n t in c id en ts  have  
occurred  in  the N ig e r D elta  
(B ayelsa , R ivers , D elta  and 
A n a m b ra ) , N o rth  (S o k o to , 
K an o ) an d  C en tra l N ig e ria  
(T araba, P la teau , A dam aw a 
a n d  B e n u e  s ta te s ) ,  S o u th  

_ W est (O yo  and  L agos) and  
' t h e  C ross-R ivers and  Ebonyi 

border...T here have also  been 
d e m o n s tr a t io n s  a b o u t th e  
situation  in the M iddle  E ast” , 
the w ebsite  stated.

It w arned  B ritish  c itizens 
that “H om osexuality  is illegal 
under Federal law, covering  
th e  w h o le  o f  N ig e r ia ,  b u t 
in d iv id u a l s  a re  r a r e ly  
p ro secu ted .” It also  h in ted  on 
the A vian flu in N igeria.

s in c e  M r S o ro  la u n c h e d  a 
rebellion  in S ep tem ber 2002, 
w h ich  sp lit the  country.

T he m eeting  is a im ed  a t 
ach ie v in g  p eace  a m o n g  the 
fou r im portan t leaders.

P r e s id e n t  L a u r e n t  
G bagbo , the fo rm er head  o f  
state, H enri K onan B edie, and 
th e  o p p o s i t i o n  p o l i t i c i a n  
A la s s a n e  O u a t ta r a ,  h a v e  
been squabbling for pow er for 
o v e r 10 years.

T he fourth  m em ber o f  the 
group , G u illaum e Soro , leads 
th e  reb e llio n  w h ich  cu t the 
c o u n try  in  h a l f  m o re  th an  
th ree  years ago.

M o n d a y ’s m e e t in g ,  
o rgan ised  by P rim e M in ister 
C harles K onan  B anny, is an 
attem pt to  get the fou r m ost 
im portan t po litical leaders to  
sit dow n and  w ork  ou t the ir 
d ifferences.

T h e  le a d e rs  h a v e  m e t 
s e v e r a l  t im e s  in  p e a c e  
sum m its o v e r the last th ree 
years  - bu t never befo re  on 
Ivorian  soil.

T h e  p r im e  m i n i s t e r ’s 
o f f ic e s  s a y s  th e  
Y a m o u s s o u k ro  m e e t in g ,  
w h ic h  s h o u ld  f in is h  on  
T uesday, is an a ttem pt to get 
th e  Ivorian  po litica l c lass  to 
tak e  co n tro l o f  th e  Ivo rian  
peace  process.

A ll the sam e, the guideline 
s h o u ld  re m a in  la s t  y e a r ’s 
P retoria  peace agreem ent and 
the U N  reso lu tion  1633.

T he th ree-year long civil 
w ar has h u rt the repu tation , 
s tab ility  an d  eco n o m y  o f  a_ 
c o u n try  once  know n as the ' 
“A frican m iracle” .

in te rn a tio n a l co m m u n ity  to 
send U N  peacekeeping forces 
to w ar-to rn  D arfur in p lace o f  
A frican  U nion troops, w hich 
have failed  to  quell the three- 
y ea r:old b loodshed .

A l-B ash ir, w ho  accu se s  
th e  U S  a n d  i ts  a l l i e s  o f  
fo m e n tin g  a c o n sp ira c y  to  
p lu n d e r  h is  c o u n t r y ’s 
resources, again  accused  the 
W est o f  seek in g  to  u se  the 
w estern  reg ion  o f  D arfu r as a 
la u n c h p a d  to  s p r e a d  i ts  
in terests in Sudan.

T he U S, w hich  cu rren tly  
holds chairm anship  o f  the UN 
S e c u r i ty  C o u n c il ,  s a w  its  
h o p e s  o f  c l i n c h in g  a 
reso lu tion  fo r a  U N  m andate  
in D arfu r by  the en d  o f  the 
m onth  dashed , bu t has sa id  it 
w ill co n tinue  its efforts .

T he transition  is expected  
to  be  d iscussed  d u rin g  an  A U  
Peace  and  S ecurity  C ouncil 
m ee ting  in A dd is A baba  on  3 
M arch.

A l - B a s h i r  w a s  a ls o  
d ism issiv e  o f  th e  A U , w hich  
h as h in ted  it w ill no t oppose  
its ow n  replacem ent in D arfur 
b y  a  U N  con tingen t.

“The A frican U nion forces 
can  leave the coun try  i f  they  
b e liev e  tha t they  h ave  failed  
to  carry  ou t th e ir  du ties ,”  al- 
B ash ir said.

T he  w a r in  D arfu r b roke 
ou t in  February  2003 , w hen  
e th n ic  g ro u p s  la u n c h e d  a 
reb e llio n  ag a in s t K h artoum  
that w as brutally  repressed  by 
the A rab  Islam ist governm ent 
o f  al-Bashir. *•

T he  co m b in ed  e ffe c t o f  
the w ar and one o f  the w o rld ’s 
w orst hum anitarian  crises has 
left up to 300,000 people dead 
and  an estim ated  2 .4  m illion  
d isp laced .

T here  has been  increased  
specu la tion  tha t N ato  w ou ld  
s te p  in  to  o p e r a te  th e  
tra n s itio n  b e tw een  A U  and  
U N  peacekeepers , an option  
su p p o rted  by  D a rfu r reb e ls  
b u t im p lacab ly  o p p o sed  by 
K hartoum .

A l-B ash ir found  support 
f o r  h is  r e s i s t a n c e  to  a 
W estern  d ep lo y m en t am ong  
m em bers o f  th e  opposition .

“ W e f i rm ly  r e je c t  a n y  
f o r e ig n  in t e r v e n t io n ,  
particularly  by  the A m ericans, 
in “S u d a n ,” F a tim a  A h m ad  
I b r a h im ,  a  c o m m u n is t  
legislator, said  on Sunday  at 
a parliam ent m eeting.
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be> .c td cS  inbefs were kbled. 
'The hiteri 'M inistry  identified 
the attackers Sunday as Abdullah 
A bdtii-A -ziz u l-T w eijri and  
> lohummed Saieh al-GI tcitb. and 
said both a ereon a list o f die . 5
m o st-w an t r-rons

The Icaths ofthe two meant 
that only four remain at large o f 
the list oi : Ten have no bled
or been kibed. anil one has been

airested..
The S.i'-tdi b ranch  o f  al- 

Q aida w arned-in; an Internet 
• a tem en t Satur.dav hat its 
aiciue be. m b^rsw ouldsink- the 
:1 ndustty again.

AW? ’.ida militants launched 
. campaign o f  \ ibleheebn Saudi 
- rabia In 2003. The country is 

the birthplace o f al-Qaida leader 
'Osama bin Laden.

Saudi security forces ha'■ e 
:argely had al-Qaida militants on 
tile run  f o t  the p as t ; ear. 
arresting hundreds o f  suspects; 
They killed or captured all but 

no o f the top 26 militants .n a 
itio s t-w an ted  lis t isSue.d in 
December 2003. then issued the 
sccona list in June.

Saudi ArabiahoUis over 260 
biiiion barrels o f  proven oil 
resbn es. a quarter ofthe - < -.rids 

■ total'# k  currently puts yiit -about 
atn iiyubarre .iper JaVvOr 

'e a A n t1 uefbbai consamrHi-. n.

Party in an internal \ ote.
S he  w ill au to m atica lly  

become prime minister when the 
]' iocumbenf. PJ Palters, a. .steps 

down ip the next few eeks a fter 
'4  years in the post.

M rs S iin p so !^  M ille r 
cu rren tly  local »o»ern'me-nt

national-security minister 86 the 
1 J°b-

Dr Peter Phillips had beer: 
seen as the favourite to succeed 
Mr Patterson but .as record or, 
tack lin g  v io len ce  has been ( 
questioned,

There have been more.tfcar 
4 ,ij00  eases -of-hom icide in 

. Jamaica since he iopk jhargetof 
security five years ago.

Mrs Sifnpson Miller. .vhc 
has been a popular figure in 
Jam aican  p o litic s  since  the . 

•"'■v. took 1T~5 votes io 1 -53' 
.o tes for Dr Phillips in the 

• leadership vote.

'iV

i .'liltint: P: ■'ijcnt\lul:nititt<‘ u> .i:! talks m it'/.’ . \ ‘ <
... \ ait ( . t/in‘. lineja mi <■ ‘ " -a !n Kuwait, hit tit. •

i nirrtirc

_sa . v a atoiutoed. site sa ..a

p led g e  to h o n o u r nv> - 
commitiiienf tc> ..-er. e yem ail."

- ' ■ ■ - -■ ■
cotintn..

Btft .coinmeruators say fhe

p o p u la r ap p ea l .during her 
deeades'in politics.

“She is seen as someone who

aasro.ay n-ea • u g lr . ranKs 
of the pany. com.ing from a very.
very poo r scetk a o f Jamaica..? 
to the top post." Radio.Jamaiea’s 
Kathy Barrett told BBC.

determ ined.... firebraadaype o f  
po litic ian  w ho has really hit 
hom e "  hen i t  com es to  the 
majorit; o f  people - especially, 
'.o m e r . the p 'Jor and  th e . 

unemployed."
\ i r s  S im p so n  M ille r  is 

expected to hav e taken over from

-B. .ore ihe laadership v ote. •

come together as one single 
family".

: ie ;ao led his part;, to three 
e ieac io n  v ic to r ie s  b u t his 
govertiuienrfaces criticism over 
rising crime and has been dogged 
by charges o f corruption.

The nex t p a rliam en ta ry  
elections .re due a take place in 
2007.

E l gives $140m to Palestine
b

E urope has stepped in to 
i.iv e the P a les tin ian  
Authority from, imminent 

financial collapse with an offer 
of 120 Sul lion euros (S140m; £83 
million) emergency aid.

The European Commission 
said the 'money is for "basic 
needs" and a  ill keep the 
.aahi ria running tor about two.

The in te rn a tio n a l
community is debating whether
a tunc, the authority- w heti
a iJo .m t: atsm a- group 'a-kes

Poficc iivthe’Philippirtes hav e 
chaiged. 16 people < er an 
a lleg ed  co u p  p lo t to  o u s t 
President G lora; A rroyo, the 

State  pro'secuior lias -aid .
Soldiers, police officers and 

left-wing legisl itor> were anKa'g 
those charged. .

a state o f emergency. w aich was 
dect'afed by President Arr y o c>r» 
Friday after ihe army said it‘had 
foiled a coup plot. ■

Schools in ihettapitalManila 
stayed closed yesierdav. an... ae

'a id  three o L’fite. 1 •"> suspects had 
already been airested.

Four lefti>t members o fthe  
H ouse  ■ f Reprcseaitativ.es ■ ere 
listed as suspects, as well as 

.
He -Lisar has been linked 

‘ i o' as . -tip
attempts.

Ihe a : - - '. egan ' Frida} 
a. :y -unced it

. :o lincovcre i a "hat b' senior

power.
Israel re sp o n d ed  to  the • 

Hamas election win in January 
r;by vtitling off i onthh pay m ept- 

a'Sfo million a tax reven'ttes.
About 64 million eyros will 

go through i.'N agencies to .the 
po.orest in the P a le s tin ia n  
temtories. the'Coatmissidh said.

A further proportionW ill
oav electricity arid it a bills and
aboutTOTiiillion euros will pay
the sa la rie s  o f  P a le s tin ia n ' 

-
The 25- ‘aember Union lias 

H I
U i

maintain its a.inding fot the PA 
w ith  H am as ru nn ing  the 
government.

European foreign -ministers 
arer.ieeting In Brasseis to Jiscuss 
the issue, although officials -a\ 
no decision is expected until a 
Ham as-led cabinet a ‘brm ed.

"The issue before ihe EL is 
v b e tte r  -we, :: -. me aid co the 

existing fnterim authority not to 
any Hamas go erament. liat has 
yet to .be  sworn in." said b K 

<
Manias bas beers urged by 

donors !o‘chance; its policies 
tow ards N rae  :n i .t«iag
reeoumsfti .caat and

crtlirpvv- ^resident
b

Arroyo.
Mrs Arroyo then dedared a ,  -

genera!. Brig Gen C-anilo Llm. w as 
deta-'ied on cb rges o f plurtning 
the attempted coup.

A 'ta te  o f emergenc;. bans 
■at i._-.
streets In defiance he ban on
Fridti'. .a.d Saturday! to ifiark the 
20111 ainiversia- j  popular !
revo lt that oustf|8  Ferdinand 
Marcos ,s  president.

Then on Sunday, lie man who 
cvanm aiids the P h ilip p in es’ 
ma - ties. Maj G ea R enato  
Mlr.aida. .fo removed frotjfflas 
post, prompting a brief stund-otY 
bet'veen lv;s supfkirters : ! those 
of the president.

Two groups of luwvers aid I 
c: ...as went to. the 'u p  eme

. C t ester, lay to challenge t.te
sa. . 'fem ergency.

C atics say the order reminds 
them " t the use- o f martial law by 
berb^iand Mar..- -s

-enouncing \ lote.nce..
,, Hamas ofiiciai- uo ecaUsiion 

aid donors to -espect the 
• Palestinian people's democratic 
clioice ofg< v eritment.

"We are ivva. Itig to see t-

over the su p p o rt to . the
Palestinian people, who eho 'e
Hanias to"represca.t then i" said
'Hamas political leader Khalil ' bu
Laaa In an a.ter :ew v lib Reuters
ne »' ligency.

The care taker Palestin ian
government laces . ' . . . .ay Pia ■
S60m-S80i;i for february w hich
it needs to pay next w eek.
according to'irtterna-tiona! envo;
James Wbltensohn,

The deficit is - 1OO-'n'aili n
ibis nionli$i-a(SI could still "be as;

’
the EL emergtiicy package. N.lr 
W olfen'odj;' ' w arned

le tte r
m 

seencon fid en tia l 
Reuters.

.
’
. • • . . -Iti’t o ;

O si.. p e a c e pr. c o - ,  In
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Cocaine leaves better than milk!

Coca leaves being harvested.

Man forced to ‘marry’ goat
A  S u d an ese  m an  has 

been  fo rced  to  take  a 
goat as his “w ife” , a f­

te r he  w as caugh t hav in g  sex  
w ith  the anim al.

T he goat’s owner, M r Alifi, 
said he surprised the m an with 
h is  g o a t an d  to o k  h im  to  a 
councij o f  elders.

T hey  o rdered  the m an, M r 
| Tombe*' to  p ay  a d o w ry  o f  
! 15,000 Sudanese d inars ($50) 
to M rA lifi.

“ W e have g iven  h im  the 
i goat, and  as far as w e know  
th ey  a re  still to g e th e r,” M r 

I A lifi said.
M r A lifi, H ai M alakal in 

; U pper N ile Suite, told the Juba 
\ Post new spaper tha t he heard  
a loud  no ise  a round  m idn igh t 

i on 13 February  and  im m ed i­
a te ly  rushed  ou ts ide  to  find  
M r Tom be w ith  h is goat.

“W hen  I asked  him : ‘ W h- 
j a t are  you  d o ing  th e re? ’, he 
| fell o f f  th e  b ack  o f  th e  goat,

so I captured and tied him  up” .
M rA lifi then  called  elders 

to  decide how  to deal w ith the 
case .

“T hey  said  I shou ld  not 
tak e  h im  to  th e  p o lic e , bu t 
ra ther let h im  pay  a dow ry  for 
m y  g oa t because  he  u sed  it 
as h is w ife ,” M rA lif i to ld  the 
new spaper.

C o c a  l e a f  h a s  m o re  
nutritional va lue  than 
m ilk  and should  repl­

ace  it in  sch o o l lu n ch es , a 
B o liv ian  governm en t officia l 
to ld  reporters.

“O ur ch ild ren  need  ca lc ­
iu m  a n d  th e  c o c a  le a f  has 
m ore calcium  than m ilk,”  said 
the o ffic ia l, w ho  in past in te­
rv iew s confessed  to  have s to ­
pped read ing  books since he 
d iscovered  h is A ym ara h eri­
ta g e  a n d  c la im s  to  g e t h is  
know ledge from  read ing  the 
w rink les o f  h is ancestors.

“ O ur ch ild ren  need  ph o s­
p horous and  the coca  le a f has 
m o re  p h o s p h o r o u s  th a n  
fish ,”  he said.

“ Perhaps instead  o f  m ilk  
in  school lunches, w e should  
b e  g iv in g  c o c a  le a f  to  o u r 
ch ild ren ,” he m used.

T he o ffic ia l said  h is in fo­
rm a tio n  on  th e  n u tr it io n a l 
va lue  o f  the coca  le a f  cam e 
fro m  s tu d ie s  d o n e  by  th e  
B oliv ian  H ealth  M inistry  and 
H a rv a rd  U n iv e rs ity , in  th e  
U n ited  States.

C o ca  le a f  is ch ew ed  by  
m illions o f  Bolivians as a tonic 
and  to  stave  o f f  hunger.

It is a lso  p rocessed  into 
c o c a in e  a n d  s o ld  a b ro a d , 
ch iefly  in the U n ited  S tates, 
in a m ulti-billion do llar illegal 
trade.

N ew  B o liv ian  P residen t 
E vo M orales, a lso  o f  ind ige­
nous ex trac tion , w as e lec ted  
in  D e c e m b e r  w ith  s t ro n g  
support from  coca  farm ers, is 
u n d e r U S p ressu re  to  repress 
th e  coca  industry , bo th  in  its 
illegal and  trad itional roles.

Black cat saves owner
B ernice M cD ow all says 

s h e  n e v e r  th o u g h t  
b lack  ca ts w ere  un lu ­

cky. N ow  her ow n  b lack  cat, 
Joey, is h e r hero . M cD ow all, 
87 , said  she w as tak ing  a  nap 
w hen  Joey  w oke her up early  
F rid ay  a fte rn o o n  an d  p ro b ­
ab ly  saved  her life.

“ H e w as hav ing  a fit, run ­
n in g  a ro u n d  th e  b e d ro o m ,” 
she said.

T hen  she  saw  sm oke  in 
the bedroom , go t up  and  saw

Killer dog up for adoption
S h e ’s a su spected  killer, 

sh e ’s in custody, and  at 
least fou r peop le  w an t 

to  adop t her.
B ut anim al rights cam pai­

g n e rs  say  the R om anian  dog  
accused  o f  k illing  a Japanese 
m an in B ucharest last m on th  

ih a  b ite  to  the leg is frail, 
frigh tened  and  innocent.

A u thorities rounded  up a 
dozen  an im als to  find the cu l­
p rit, n arrow ing  th e ir susp ic­
ions dow n to a big-eyed, dark- 
h a ired m o n g re l w ho has been 
n ic k n a m e d  “C o c o ”  by  dog  
charity  C u tu-C utu .

T he dog  has lived  in  a  sh ­
e lte r since and on F riday  the 
R o m a n ia n  c o u r ts  tu r n e d

dow n a case b rough t b y  the 
charity, w hich sought to  force 
the c ity  into a llow ing  C o c o ’s 
adop tion .

“ She c e u ld n ’t h ave  done 
it, sh e ’s very  shy. I w en t to 
v is i t  h e r  an d  sh e  w as  ju s t  
sitting  at the fa r end  o f  h e r 
cage, afraid  to  com e c loser,” 
said  M arcela  L ungu  o f  C utu- 
C u tu , w h ich  m ean s  D oggy  
D oggy in English.

“T he au tho rities are  ju s t 
using  h e r as a  scapegoat.”

A  law yer rep resen ting  the 
charity , w h ich  sa id  it has had  
fou r requests to  ad o p t C oco, 
sa id  sh e  w o u ld  a p p e a l the  
decision .

s m o k e  c o m in g  f ro m  th e  
basem ent.

S h e  a n d  J o e y  g o t  o u t 
safely.

Jo ey  had  found  a  hom e 
w ith  the M cD ow alls a fte r he 
w as dum ped  o f f  at a nearby  
m a ilb o x  a w h ile  b a c k . O n  
Friday, he “really  cam e in and 
sen t the a la rm ,” B ernice said.

L ater, th e  b lack  ca t w as 
ro llin g  a n d  ro m p in g  in  the  
yard  n ea r sm o ldering  m attr­
esses tha t firefigh ters had  d r­
agged  up from  the basem en t 
w h ile  h is o w n er stayed  in the 
w arm th  o f  a  vehicle.

S te rling  F ire  C h ie f  D w ­
ay n e  F rederick  sa id  f ire fig ­
h ters con ta ined  the b laze  to  
the basem ent, bu t there  w as 
sm o k e  d a m a g e  th ro u g h o u t 
the ranch-sty le hom e. He said 
th e  c a u se  l ik e ly  w as  e le c ­
trical.

T he M cD ow alls w ere  not 
ab le  to be in the house  F riday, 
n igh t, bu t C hery l M cD ow all, 
B ern ice ’s daughter, to ld  fire ­
figh ters th ey  had  a p lace  to  
stay.

B e rn ice  M cD o w a ll had  
d in n e r at h e r n ie c e ’s hom e. 
Jo ey  w as there too , w alk ing  
on th e  p ian o  keys. A nd  he 
w a s  s c h e d u le d  to  g e t  h is  
favorite  dinner, a  g ravy-sty le  
canned  cat food.

A sked  to  com m ent on  the 
officia l’s proposal, opposition 
law m aker and  fo rm er educa­
tion  m in ister T ito H oz de  Vila

said co ca ’s w ould  have a detr­
im en tal e ffec t on sch o o lch ­
ildren.

“ T h o s e  p o o r  s tu d e n ts

w o u ld  be  d o z in g  o f f  in the 
c lassroom  instead  o f  pay ing  
a t t e n t io n  to  th e i r  s c h o o l-  
w ork ,”  he said.

Can’t have three wives?
A sm all-tow n judge w ith 

th r e e  w iv e s  Was 
o rdered rem oved from  

the bench  by the U tah S upr­
em e C ourt, U SA , on Friday.

T he  co u rt u n a n im o u s ly  
agreed w ith  the findings o f  the 
sta te’s Judicial C onduct C om ­
m ission, w hich recom m ended 
the rem oval o f  Judge W alter 
K . S te e d  fo r  v io la tin g  th e  
s ta te ’s b igam y  law.

S teed said  he  w as d isapp ­
o in ted  w ith  the decision .

“ 1 h a d  h o p e d  th a t  th e  
cou rt w ou ld  see m y case  as 
an  oppo rtun ity  to  co rrec t the 
in justices tha t are caused  by  
the crim inalization  o f  m y reli­
g ious be lie fs  and  life sty le ,” 
S teed  said  in a statem ent.

S teed  has se rv ed  fo r 25 
years on  the Ju s tice  C ou rt in 
the po lygam ist com m unity  o f  
H ild a le  in  so u th e rn  U ta h , 
w here he ru led  on m isdem ­
eanor crim es such as d runken 
d riv ing  and  dom estic  v io le ­
nce cases.

T he com m ission  last year

sought h is rem oval from  the 
bench after a  14-m onth inves­
t ig a tio n  d e te rm in e d  S teed  
w as a p o ly g a m is t an d  had  
v io la ted  U tah ’s b igam y law. 
B igam y is a th ird-degree felo­
ny  in U tah  pun ishab le  by  up 
to  five years in prison  and  up 
to  $5,000 in fines.

“W hen the law  is v io lated  
o r ignored  by  those charged  
by  soc ie ty  w ith  the fa ir and 
im partia l en fo rcem en t o f  the 
law, the stability o f  ou r society 
is p laced  at undue risk ,”  the 
co u rt’s ru ling  said.

S teed , w ho  a lso  w orks as 
a truck  driver, w as paid  a few  
hundred  do llars m on th ly  for 
s e r v in g  in  th e  p a r t - t im e  
jud ic ia l position.

U tah  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l 
M ark  S h u r t le f f  p ra ise d  th e  
co u rt’s decis ion , say ing  som ­
eone b reak ing  the law  should  
no t be in a jud ic ia l role. S hur­
tle f f  had  dec lin ed  to  p ro se ­
cu te  S teed.

H e said  h is o ffice  in tends 
to stick  to  its po licy  o f  only

p ro s e c u tin g  b ig a m y  c a se s  
that involve o ther crim es such 
as d om estic  v io lence  o r  sex 
w ith  m inors.

“ I f  you  charge  one w here 
do  you  stop? You start p ros­
e c u tin g  >10,000  p e o p le  and  
have  20,000  k ids go  into the 
( c h i ld  w e lf a r e )  s y s te m ? ” 
S h u rtle ff  said.

A  r e c e p t io n i s t  a t  th e  
Judicial C onduct C om m ission 
said  n e ither the com m ission  
no r its a tto rney  w ou ld  co m ­
m en t on  the case.

F r id a y ’s c o u r t d e c is io n  
d id  no t address w h eth er S te­
ed  sh o u ld  face crim inal ch ar­
ges, say ing  only  tha t the ju d ­
ge acknow ledged  h is illegal 
beh av io r and  “has g iven  ev ­
ery ind ication  that he in tends 
to  con tinue  h is ‘p lural m ar­
riag e’ arrangem ent.”

Ju s tice  C ou rt ju d g e s  are 
app o in ted  to  fou r-year term s 
b y  c ity  c o u n c ils  o r  c o u n ty  
co m m issio n s . T h ey  a re  no t 
re q u ire d  to  h av e  an y  legal 
training.

UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN, IL0R1N, NIGERIA
NOTICE TO  A l l  0NI10RIN fllU M N I

This is to inform all the Alumni Alumnae o f the University o f  Ilorin 
working in any capacity any where in the world to please complete the 
format below and return it to the Alumni Relations Officer at the 
Endowment and Alumni Relations Unit o f  the University (Main 
Campus) for the update o f the University records immediately.

Photocopy is also acceptable

ALUM NI BIO DATA FORM

We want you to stay in touch send: ,
Full Marne & Title. .............. ................................. ...... ................ ......

Maiden Name if Married...................        * ...... .....
Matric. N o  ..............................          — ..............................................................
Dept/Faculty:.  .................................................................

Year o f graduation:.,................... ....... ......... .............................................
Present Employment/Position (s) held:...................................................

Current Postal Address/ E-mail:........ ............ ................................... .

Telephone No.:...........       .....

To the Alumni Relations Officer, University o f Ilorin,
P.M.B. ! 515, Ilorin, ^

i

Signed:
Olufolake O. Oyeyemi (Mrs.)

Registrar.
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Currencies

West African 
Unit of Account

Country N Equivalent
| fife  Gambia 6.0320
j Ghana 0.0143
; Guinea 0.0588

Liberia 1.8633
: S/Leone 3,563.84
! Nigeria 192.48

Parallel Market
j Average
I Dollar 144 145
; Pounds 261 175

j Flight schedule
V irg in  N ig e ria

' L o s -  A b j: *7.0 0 am , 10.55, 
j  6.55pm K 

A b j- L o s :  9 .00am , 12.55pm , 
| 8.55pm 

X os -  PH C: 7.15am , 3.00pm  
j  PH C  -  Los: 9.00am , 4.45pm  
| L o s -A c c :2 .5 5 p m ;A c c -L o s : 
| 3.35pm
j L o s  -  D o u a la :  6 .3 0 p m ; 
■ D o u a la -L o s : 8 .30pm

B eflview  A irlin e s  
M o n d a y -F r id a y
L agos -  A bu ja  

j 0 6 5 0 ,0 9 5 0 ,1 1 3 0 ,1 4 0 0 ,1 6 0 0 , 
f  1955

A b j - L o s -0 8 0 0 ,1 1 3 0 ,1 3 2 0 , 
1600,1800 1
L o s - P / H -0 7 1 5 ,1 1 3 0 ,1 3 2 0  

j L o s —K a n o - 0 6 3 0

Sbaturday &  S u n d ay
L o s -A b j-0 8 0 0 ,1 1 3 0 ,1 6 0 0 ,

| 1950
A b j- L o s -0 8 0 0 ,1 3 2 0 ,1 6 0 0 ,

! 1800
L o s -P /H -0 8 0 0 ,1 3 4 0 ,1 7 0 0  

| R /H -L o s -0 9 4 5 ,1 5 2 0 ,1 8 3 0  
L os - K ano  - 0800 
K ano - L os -1 1 3 0

IR S  A ir lin e s
L o s - A b j  -  7 .15am , 8 .15am , 
11.00am,
12noon, 3 .00pm , 4 .15pm,
A b j -  L o s  -  10am , 4 la m , 
1.00pm, 2 .00pm,
4 .15pm, 5 .15pm.
L o s  -  P H C  -  1 1 .4 5 a m , 
12.45am,
PH C  -  Los - 1 .30pm , 2.30pm , 
L o s -  K an -  5.30pm , 6.45pm , 
K an  -  Los -  7 .45am , 9.00am .

W eek en d
L o s - A b - 9 .15am, 10.15am,
I .00pm , 2.00pm, 11.00am, 
12.00pm, 9.30am, 10.30am, 
A bj - Los - 1 1 .00am , 12am , 
2.45pm , 3.45pm, 12.45pm,
I I.15am, 12.15am.
L o s-P H C  - 1 1.5pm, 2 .15pm.

Managing Director, Guaranty Trust Bank Pic, TayoAderinokun, with Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer o f  VBA Pic, Tony Elumelu, at 
a ceremony to celebrate Aderinokun’s choice as Banker o f  the year at the 11th Annual Thisday Leadership Awards in Lagos ...recently.

T h e  C e n tr a l  B a n k  o f  
N ig e r ia ,  (C B N ) h as  
fau lted  c la im s by  the 

M a n u fa c tu re rs  A sso c ia tio n  
o f  N ig e ria  (M A N ) th a t the 
re tu rn  o f  b an k s to th e  cap ita l 
m ark e t to  ra ise  m ore  funds 
w o u ld  reduce  the in flow  o f  
investm en ts in the m an u fac ­
tu rin g  sector.

B y A n as  A . G a la d im a , Asst.
Business Editor

M A N  said  in a sta tem en t 
re cen tly  th a t the re tu rn  to 
the cap ita l m arke t b y  deposit 
m o n ey  b an k s  w as  in d u ced  
by  C B N ’s fresh  dem an d  that 
b an k s  je r k  up  th e ir  c ap ita l 
base  to SI b illion  ( N 130 b il-

Customs impound 27 containers 
in Lagos
T he A papa  A rea  I co m ­

m a n d  o f  th e  N ig e r ia  
C ustom s Service (N C S) 

has im p o u n d ed  o v er tw en ty - 
seven  (27 ) a sso rted  c o n ta i­
ners loaded  w ith  p ro h ib ited  
item s w ith  a stree t va lu e  o f  
over N 200 m illion.

C u s to m s  A rea  C o m p tr­
o lle r  (C A C ) R asheed  Taiw o 
w h ile  co n d u c tin g  new sm en  
round  the se ized  co n ta in ers  
at the governm en t w arehouse  
A p ap a , las t w eek  d isc lo sed  
th a t  o v e r  7 ,0 0  c o n ta in e r s  
(over tim e cargoes) have been 
abandoned  inside  the A papa 
port.

H e  ex p re ssed "  s u r p r is e  
tha t d esp ite  all th a t the N C S

F ro m  A delanw a B am gbove,
Correspondent (Lagos)

had  done to  figh t sm ugg ling  
to  a  stand-still, there has been 
no  resp ite  b y  now.

H e sa id  th a t som e o f  the 
im p o u n d ed  co n ta in ers  w ere 
se ized  no t becau se  th ey  have 
a b s o lu te  p ro h ib i te d  ite m s  
ladened  on them  but due  to 
o th er m alp ractices.

T hese  m a lp rac tices  in c l­
ude w here  an im porter im po­
r te d  e le v e n  c o n ta in e rs  b u t 
d ec la res  o n ly  one container. 
T he du ty  paid  on one co n ta ­
in er is u su a lly  u sed  to  c lea r 
th e  o th e r ten  con ta iners .

T h ese  peop le  w o u ld  no t 
o n ly  b e  a p p re h e n d e d  b u t 
a lso  p u n ish ed  as d e te rren t to  
o thers  a f te r  th e ir  conv ic tion .

lion) as a co n d itio n  fo r p a rt­
ic ip a tin g  in  th e  m anagem en t 
o f  the co u n try ’s fo re ign  re se ­
rves.

B u t in  a s t a te m e n t  in  
A bu ja  o v e r the w eekend , the 
a p e x  b a n k  sa id  it d id  n o t 
m an d a te  an y  b an k  to go  to  
th e  c a p ita l m a rk e t to  ra ise  
funds, say ing  th a t banks tha t 
h a v e  d i s c lo s e d  p la n s  to  
return  to  the m arket are doing 
so  on  th e ir  ow n  acco rd  and  
n o t fo rced  by  the apex  bank.

T he sta tem en t w hich  w as 
s igned  b y  the  b a n k ’s head  o f  
C o rp o ra te  A f fa i r s ,  F e s tu s  
O doko , said  it m ade  it c lea r 
f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  th a t  
D ecem ber 31, 2005 w as the 
e n d  o f  th e  C B N  in d u c e d  
c o n s o lid a t io n , a d d in g  th a t 
“ su b se q u e n tly , a b a n k  can  
on  its  ow n  v o litio n  c o n so ­
lida te  at its ow n  pace  to  the 
level o f  the cap ita l b ase  it so

desired , in  line  w ith  its  set 
co rp o ra te  g o a ls  and  o b je c ­
tives. Specifica lly , the C B N  
m ad e  it c le a r  th a t th e  n ex t 
lev e l o f  c o n so lid a tio n  w as 

o ing  to  be  m arket-induced , 
t is a lso  op tio n a l s ince  no  

bank  w as being  com pelled  by 
th e  a u th o r i t ie s  to  f u r th e r  
c o n so lid a te .”

T he s ta tem en t added  tha t 
“P e rh ap s m em bers  o f  M A N  
n eed  to  be  rem inded  o f  the 
c h a lle n g e s  in h e re n t in  the  
overall bank ing  reform  p ro g ­
ram m e w h ich  th ey  d id  no t 
address. W ith  the banks now  
h av in g  a la rger cap ital base 
even w ith the obligor lim it un­
changed  th e  am o u n t av a ila ­
ble fo r them  to  a ss is t the real 
sec to r is con sid e rab ly  la rger 
and  it is on ly  those  th a t are 
com petitive  that m ight u ltim ­
a te ly  ben efit from  the ex p an ­
s io n ” .

First Bank ready to partake 
in Nigeria’s forex mgt

Foreign Exchange Rates
C u rre n c y B uying S e llin g
Dollar 131.86 132.86
P o u n d s 239.27 241.09
EURO 164.42 165.66
YEN 1.20 1.21
W A U A 193.58 195.04
RIYAL 35.15 35.42
CFA 0.240 0.250
R and 20.54 21.55
S/D ollar 8.00 9.52
Yuan 16.00 17.00

The M anag ing  D irec to r 
C E O  o f  F irst B ank  o f  
N igeria  (FB N ), Mr. Jac­
obs A jek ig e  o v e r th e  w eek ­

end  co n firm ed  th a t th e  b a n ­
k ’s o n go ing  g ro w th  aim s to  
b u ild  th e  cap ac ity  th a t w ill 
enab le  her m anage som e part 
o f  th e  n a tio n ’s ex te rna l re s ­
erve.

A jek igbe  w ho  w as speak­
ing  on  S unday  in L agos on 
the  occasion  o f  its p roduc ts  
launch , sta ted  tha t the bank  
is com m itted  to  rem ain  a t the 
p in n ac le  o f  ban k in g  in  N ig ­
eria.

A cco rd ing  to  h im  the lau­
nch is “ a m ajo r feat in the ba­
n k ’s cu s to m er-o rien ted  and
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Motoring

F ro m  B rig h t E w u lu , Deputy' 
| Business Editor (Lagos)
in n o v a tiv e  f in a n c ia l p lan s . 
T h is  c o n f i rm s  th e  B a n k ’s 
in terest in its custom ers, their 
lifesty les and  businesses .

“ T h e s e  p r o d u c t s  w ill  
enab le  the B ank  con tribu te  to 
the g row th  o f  cu s to m ers’ and 
n o n -c u s to m e rs ’ b u s in esses , 
and  also  g row  persona l b an ­
k in g  re la tio n sh ip  b y  p ro v i­
d ing  financia l support at tim ­
es o f  critica l n eed s ,” he said.

H e said  the p roducts w ill 
em p o w er N ig e rian s and  g ro ­
w th  in the eco n o m y  as en sh ­
rined  in the federal g o v e rn ­
m e n t’s N a tio n a l E co n o m ic  
E m p o w erm en t and  D ev e lo ­
pm ent Strategy (N EED S).

Stock market 
report
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NEPZA and the Free Zones Scheme: 12years after
7\velve years after the  D. . u  :.... m ..i_______ i cum stances. It w as in recoe- m ent to  c rea tin e  the env iron-

* n

• years after 
Nigerian Export Pro­
cessing Zones A u th ­

ority (NEPZA) was establis­
hed, has it enhanced econo ­
mic activities at the nation \  
free  trade zones? In  th is  
fe a tu r e ,  B u s in e s s  T r u s t  
looks at the progress so fa r  

'm ade by the authority and  
the free  zones in contributing 
to national development.

T he developm ent o f  free 
trade zones has been at a fore 
fron t in a tta in in g  econom ic  
grow th  and d ev e lopm en t in 
m ost deve lop ing  econom ies 
w orld over. R ealising this, the 
federal gov ern m en t e s tab li­
shed the N igeria E xport Proc­
ess ing  Z ones A uthority  (N E ­
PZA ) to be the coun try ’s inve­
s tm e n t p ro m o tio n  a g e n c y  
th r o u g h  r e g u la t i n g  an d  
fac ilita ting  incen tives at the 
n a tio n ’s fijee trade zones 

N £ P Z A  w as estab lished  
by A ct N o 63 o f  1999. w ith  a 
m andate  to  license, m on ito r 
and regu la te  the ac tiv ities o f  
all free zones in N igeria . The 
au thority  is a lso  responsib le  
fo r investm en t fac ilita tion  to 
the free zones.

T h e  fre e  z o n e  g lo b a lly  
co n tr ib u te s  to  the d e v e lo p ­
m en t o f  n a tio n a l e co n o m y  
th ro u g h  a tt r a c t in g  fo re ig n  
investm ent, prom oting intern­
ational trade and  local dev e l­
opm ent by assuring  free m an­
ufactu ring , and  trade in the 
free trad^  zone.

Sevenal fac to rs are resp o ­
nsib le  fo r 'th e  adop tion  o f  the 
free zones schem e in N igeria  
am ongst w h ich  are:

>r 1. Facilitation o f  inflow
o f  foreign  d irec t investm ent. 
T h is is m ore com pelling  ba­
sed on th e  fact that the inflow  
o f  fo reign  d ireo t investm ent 
in to  su b -S a h a ra n  A fr ic a  is 
less than  3% .! :

. 2. S ystem atic  crea tion  
o f  ‘'cen ters o f  industria l exc- 
ellence’vthaf c a n  provide cpn- 

e c f ^ i v e  buS w iess envy-oja-

;-'*c A c c u r a t e  cccsnib 
m ic d evejop m set by prom o­
t in g  e x p o r ts , in c r e a s in g  
em p loym ent opportunities, 
fac ilita tin g  the transfer o f  
tech n o lo g y  and prom oting  
adv^rtcg regional d ev e lo p ­

e r  export thro­
ugh serv ice  Industrial and 
transport facilities.

5. M ake N igeria  as an 
ideal d is tribu tion  hub  fo r the 
A frican  region.

6. P rov ide a p lank  and 
be the driver for the prom otion 
o f  N ig e r ia n  c o n te n t in  all 
secto rs o f  the econom y.

In a d d it io n  to  m a k in g  
in frastructu ra l fac ilities and 
iiood conducive  environm ent

By H am isu M oham m ad ,
B usiness R eporter

in th e  free  zo n es  is su e s  o f  
m ajor consideration, there are 
a lso  o th e r fisca l and  re g u l­
atory  incentives that m ake the 
free zones haven fo r invest­
m en t activ ities, nam ely.

U p to  100%  ow nersh ip  o f  
business. Q uota free for expa­
tr ia te  s ta ff . O n -s ite  p ro c e ­
ssing  o f  com bined  expatria te  
residence perm it and A rleen 
law  (C E R PA C ), E xem ption  
from all federal, state and local 
governm en t taxes. E xception 
from  Value A dded Tax (VAT), 
capital gain tax and corporate  
incom e tax. D uty free im po­
rtation  o f  raw  m ateria ls  and 
com ponen ts includ ing  spare 
parts. O n-site  cu stom  p roce­
ssing, R epatriation  o f  foreign 
cap ital investm en t w ith  cap ­
ital apprecia tion  o f  anytim e 
and R em ittance  o f  p ro fit and 
d iv idend  earned  as required.

Presently, there are eleven 
free zones in N igeria and alm ­
ost all are adm itting  investors 
in all sectors o f  the econom y. 
T he free zone au thority  has 
been ab le  to successfu lly  im ­
pact the one-stop -shop  con ­
cept. T h is is because  the suc­
cess o f  free zones w orldw ide  
depends on the official adm in­
istration  o f  the incen tives and 
regu la r rev iew  o f  the reg u la ­
tions to suit the prevailing  c ir­

cum stances. It w as in reco g ­
nition  o f  this that add itional 
v a r ia n ts  o f  th e  fre e  z o n e s  
schem e w as in troduced to the 
ea rlie r pu rely  E xport P roces­
sing  zone in o rder to  create  
room  for the schem e to serve 
its full potentials.

So, how  far has N E PZ A  
been able to accom plish  in its 
m an d a te?  A cco rd in g  to  the 
m anag ing  director, Mr. S ina 
A gbo luaje  the A u thority  has 
b een  ab le  to  b rin g  ab o u t a

m ent to  crea ting  the en v iro n ­
m ent w hile the business is left 
to the private  sector,"  he said.

H e a ls o  n o te d  th a t th e  
ap p lica tion  o f  free zones is 
lim ited  on ly  by  the im ag in ­
ation  o f  the operator.

T h e  g e n e ra l  m a n a g e r . 
C o rpo ra te  strategy, Mr. B isi 
O pe jin m i said  th a t th e  free 
zones adm it investors into the 
v a r io u s  s e c to r s  o f  th e  
econom y.

H e cited  the exam ple  o f

A mb. Idris Waziri, Commerce 
M inister

parad igm  shift based  on the 
e x is tin g  A ct. H ith e r to , th e  
general im pression  w as that 
it is on ly  the F ederal G o v er­
nm ent that can develop  and 
opera te  free zones.-“ We have 
been  ab le  to  invo lve the p riv ­
a te  sec to r in the m anagem ent 
a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  f r e e  
zo n es. T h is  leav es g o v em -

Mr. Sina Agboluaje, MD NEPZA

th e  c o l l a b o r a t io n  o f  th e  
A u th o r i ty  a n d  N N P C  in 
s e e k in g  th e  p r iv a te  s e c to r  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  d e e p  se a  
ports in som e free zones to 
enhance  the n a tio n 's  agenda 
o f  the N igerian  con ten t in the 
oil and gas sector.

He added  tha t part o f  its 
m andate  and in line w ith  the

federal governm ent’s N E E D S 
p o lic y ,  th e  f r e e  z o n e s  in 
N igeria  cu rren tly  have m ore 
th a n  2 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le s  a s  
w orkers in various cadres.

A c co rd in g  to  h im , o v e r 
$2billion w orth  o f  investm ent 
is in  th e  o p e ra t io n a l  fre e  
zones w hile  up to  SI 1 b illion  
is expec ted  as investm en t in 
flow  for the developm ent o f  
O lo k o la  F ree  T ra d e  Z o n e , 
Lekki E PZ, Lekki F ree T rade 
Zone, Snake Island f r e e  Zone 
am ong  others.

In h is  2005  m in is te r ia l 
press briefing , the m in is ter o f  
com m erce . A m bassado r A .D  
Id r is  W az iri s a id  th a t  th e  
m in is try  though  N EPA Z  w as 
ab le  to  a ch ie v e  tra n s fe r  o f  
m odern  and adap tab le  tech n ­
o logy to  N igerian export from 
backw ard  linkages. H e.said , 
lo c a l p ro d u c t io n  o f  s e m i­
finished m aterials for sale into 
th e  zo n es  are  b e in g  e n c o u ­
rage, say ing  that at the m o ­
m en t, c o tto n , lea th e r, gum  
A rab ic , sesam e seed, rubber 
a m o n g  o th e r s  a re  b e in g  
supplied as raw m aterials from 
d iffe ren t parts  o f  the coun try  
to  the opera tional free zones.

A m b a s s a d o r  W a z ir i 
n o ted  th a t in C a la b a r  F ree  
T rade  zone there  are over 35 
com pan ies that opera te  w ith 
o v e r $800  m illion  w orth  o f  
investm ent, “ this, is an indie-

GTB MD wins ‘Banker of the Year’ award 
M a n a g in g  D ire c to r  

a n d  C h ie f  E x e c ­
u t iv e  O f f i c e r  o f  

G uaran ty  T rust B ank P ic, M r 
T ayo  A d e rin o k u n  h as w on  
the cove ted  “B an k er o f  the 
Y ear” aw ard. T he feat, reco r­
ded  at the recen t 11 th  A nnual 
ThisDay L eadersh ip  A w ards, 
is in  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  M r 

t A d e r in o k u n ’s o u ts ta n d in g  
co n tr ib u tio n s  to  the growtjn 
arwidevdQpnaewt ofNiaeriJfcS 
financial je rv iee s  i n d u s t r y  

Mr A ier iaok u ff co-fbu- 
ndedftuararrty Trust Bank Pic 
in . 1990 . A  th o ro u g h b re d  
b a n k in g  in d u s try  p ro fe s s i­
o n a l ,  A d e r in o k u n  h o ld s  
graduate and post graduate 
degrges i£igusin«Jss ad-purus- 
tratrem from, th£TU niversity o f  
Lagers and th e  G rad u ate  
S c h o o l o f  M a n a g e m e n t,  
U n iversity  o f  C alifo rn ia , L os 
A ngeles (U C LA ).

Fondly  ca lled  Tayo by  all 
s ta ff  o f  G uaran ty  T rust B ank 
( in  c o n s o n a n c e  w ith  th e  
b a n k ’s first nam e co rpo ra te  
c u ltu re ) , M r A d e r in o k u n ’s 
o v e r  tw o  d e c a d e s  w o rk in g  
e x p e r ie n c e  h a s  se e n  h im  
app ly ing  his astu te m anage­

m ent skills in fulfillm ent o f  the 
c o rp o ra te  a n d  o p e ra t io n a l 
g o a ls  o f  s e v e ra l  f in a n c ia l  
in s titu tions. H e began  w ith  
the Central B ank o f  N igeria in 
C a lab a r, C ro ss  R iv e r  S ta te  
w h e re  he d id  h is  N a tio n a l 
Youth Service in 1977.

H e  la te r  w o rk e d  w ith  
C hase M erchant Bank Nigeria 
L im ite d  ( l a te r  r e n a m e d  
C on tinen ta l M erchan t Bank 
L im ited) betw een 19fcl and 
19S ifc« ,ife w a s  a r i f f t i e  
M erchan t B ank L td  betw een 
19&8 and  1989 w here he w as 
an  A ssis tan t G en e ra l M an ­
ag er and head o f  the financial 
serv ices d iv ision  o f th e  bank. 
In 1989, he setup First M arina 
T ru s t, a  aon-barik  financia l 
institution; w h ich  he ran few a 
y e a r  p r io r  to  s e t t i n g  tip  
G u a ra n ty  T ru s t B ank  L td , 
w h ic h  g o t l i s t e d  on  th e  
N ig e r ia n  S to c k  E x c h a n g e  
(N SE) in Septem ber 1996.

In Ju n e  2 0 0 5 , F itc h , a 
lead in g  in te rn a tio n a l ra tin g  
agency  assigned  a doub le  A 
m in u s  (A A - )  r a t in g  to  
G uaranty Trust Bank Pic. This 
is th e  h ig h e s t  r a t in g  e v e r  
received  from  a g lobal rating  
ag en cy  by any  N ig e rian  or

W est A frica-based  bank.
G uaran ty  T rust B ank has 

a cap ita l base o f  over $226 
million. G roup profit before tax 
o f  $50 m illion, total assets and 
c o n tin g e n ts  o f  o v e r  $ 1 .4 5  
b illion  and gross earn ings in 
excess o f  $ 175 m illion.

A m em ber o f  the g over­
n in g  c o u n c il o f  th e  L a g o s

State U niversity  (L A SU ), M r 
A derinokun  is a patron  o f  the 
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  N ig e r ia n  
A uthors (A N A ), a d irec to r o f  
s e v e r a l  c o m p a n ie s  a n d  
lec tu res regu larly  a t various 
p ro fessional institu tions. H e 
h o ld s th e  national ho n o u r o f  
th e  M em b er o f  the F ederal 
R epublic, M FR .

h e  B oard o f  D irectors, 
o f  U n io n  B a n k  o f  
N igeria  P k  has ap p o i­

nted  a new  G roup  M anaging  
D irector/C hief' E xecu tive  to 
su cceed  Du. ( iocbi rn .\h a b u e  
T hom pson  Q boh. H e is Mr. 
B arth lom ew  BaSsey Ebong.

^ A c c o r d in g  to  U B N ’s 
s e n io r  m a n g e r  c o r p o r a te  
affairs, Francis D. Barde. prior 
to Mr. E b o n g ’s new  appo in t­
m ent, he w as executive d ire ­
ctor, m anagem ent services.

Bom  in 1946, in Itu, A kw a 
Ib o m  S ta te ,  M r. E b o n g  
a ttended  G raduate  School o f  
B u s in e s s  A d m in is t r a t io n ,  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M in n e s o ta ,’

U S A , w here he obtained a 
M aster o f  B usiness Admrni- [ 
s ta tio n  degree (M B A ) with  
specialization in F inance  and  
M a n a g e m e n t F rtfo rm atipn . , 
S y s te m  ' '?

l i e  .later-.,<3# a i i f i e d  a s  
C ertified  Public A ccoun tan t 
o f  the A m erican  Institu te  o f  
Public A ccoun tan ts. He also 
o b ta in e d  a B a c h e lo r  o f  
Science (B .S c) degree from  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  W is c o n s in , 
U SA , w ith  accounting  major. 
M r. E b o n g  h a s  a t t e n d e d  
se v e ra l b a n k in g , m a n a g e ­
m ent. accoun ting  and leader­
sh ip  courses in U nited  K in­
gdom  and  U nited  S ta tes o f  
America.

ation  that ou r p lan  to  attract 
F D I is  y ie ld in g  p o s i t iv e  
re su lt”

A c c o rd in g  to  h im  fo u r  
c o m p a n ie s  w ith  a to ta l  
investm en t w orth  over $200 
m il l io n  a n d  c a p a c i ty  to  
em p loy  about 2 ,500  w orkers 
have begin  operation  in K ano 
zone, s tressing  “ effo rts  are 
b e in g  m ade to  ge t th e  zone 
fully operational by 1st q u a rte r  
o f 2006 hence, contract for the 
construction  o f  in ternal road 
netw orks w ithin the zone w as 
aw arded.

H e sa id  th e  fac to rie s  in 
K ano zone include a veh icle  
assem bling plant, kitchenware 
f a c to r y  a n d  tw o  t e x t i l e  
industries.

T he m in is ter no ted  that a 
w ide range o f  support comp,- 
an ies invo lved  in oil and  gas 
p ro d u c tio n  h ad  b een  a tt ra ­
c ted  to  the free zone at O nne. 
Port H arcourt.

“A t presen t, all N igerian  
m ajor operators such as Shell, 
C h e v ro n , C o n o c o  P h illip s  
am ong  o thers are  be ing  serv ­
iced by en terp rises operating  
w ith in  the oil and  gas sector 
free zone in O n n e” , he said.

T he O nne oil and gas free 
zone has becom e a perm ar- 
nen t tran sit and  support base 
fo r the ir N igerian  and W est 
A f r ic a n  e x p lo r a t io n  a n d  
p ro d u c t io n  a c t iv i t ie s  th u s  
m ak ing  it a  one-stop  shop  for 
o il g a s  lo g i s t ic  s e rv ic e s !  
w ithin the sub-saharan Africa.

A c c o r d in g  to  W a z ir i ,  
O nne, is w ell in the excess o f  
one b illion  dollars.

A fte r tw e lv e  y ea r o f  its; 
operations in the country, one 
o f  the o bstac les that tr igger 
th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  
N EPZ A  is conducive w orking 
e n v iro n m e n t. S in c e  19 9 4 . 
N E P Z A  w a s  te m p o r a r i ly  
loca ted  first a t A rm y H eadq­
uarters build ing, M oh^m ^ned 
B uhari Way, £iarki, A bu ja , it 
laler m oved  .!® Ra^Ji# H cwse,. 

, -at H «rbert Mftc&nlay ftoad 'ft*  
* July 1994 ,
L i t  b ecom e neces 
j the authority  again to i 

a p a r tm e n t  lo c a te d  a t 2 1 1 f 
S h e h u  S h a g a r i  W ay  in 
A sokoro .

A s it co m m issionsits  new: 
.h ^ frd q o aF tc js  todjry-,-
"a*Hh»rity,,is expecteiRwffik^fc’

ifew  beginning . -< *K' 4
T he o f f ic e  a cc o m m e tf-  

ation consists  o f  52 standard- 
o ffice  room s w ith  2 m odem  
c o n fe re n c e s  ro o m s an d  an  
exhibition hall.

W hat js un ique about the 
office  bu ild ing  is the m anag ­
e m e n t’s usfe o f  100 p e rcen t 
m aterials from  N igeria  w ith 
the roofing, tilling and the EPS 
cpm pound  board  m ade from 
the C a labar F ree  Zone.

\
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M o t o r i n g

S T S  Cadillac\,

S T S : Cadillac’s best-looking car
T tie STS essen tia lly  is a is offered w ith all-wheel drive, calls fo r 9 1 -octane fuel. T he b o l s t e r e a a n d  b a c k - l i t

I
i essen tia lly  

s t re tc h e d  v e r s io n  o f  
C a d i l l a c ’s h o t C T S  

se d a n  an d  is a rg u a b ly  th e  
b es t-lo o k in g  C ad illac . T he 
196-inch-long STS replaces 
the a_ged, venerab le  Seville , 
w h ich  w as C a d illa c ’s  m ost 
“ E uropean-sty le” m odel.

T h e  2 0 0 5  S T S  is 
co n sid e rab ly  d iffe ren t than  
the Seville the com pany  said, 
adding that one m ajor change 
is the new  i*ear-wheel-drive 
design, shardjd by B M W  and 
M e rc e d e s , in s te a d  o f  th e  
S e v il le ’s , fro rtt-w h ee l-d riv e  
d e s ig n . R e a r-w h e e l d r iv e  

j a l lo w s  b e t t e r  w e ig h t
‘d is tribu tion  and thus sharper 
! handling . T he new  STS a lso

w hich is a  “ first” for a Cadillac 
au to  the com pany  said

T he 2005 STS is o ffered  
w ith  a 255-horsepow er V 6 o r 
w ith  a 3 20 -ho rsepow er V 8 . 
C a d i l la c  s a y s  so m e  7 0  
percent o f  STS buyers w ill get 
the V 6 and  abou t 10 percen t 
w ill order all-w heel drive.

T he co m p an y  said  bo th  
e n g in e s  w o rk  w i th  a 
r e s p o n s iv e  5 - s p e e d  
a u to m a t ic  t r a n s m is s io n ,  
w h ic h  is th e  sam e  H y d ra - 
M atic unit pu t in B M W s. The 
tra n sm iss io n  has an  ea s ily  
used m anual sh ift feature that 
seem s superfluous fo r m ost 
driving.

T he V 6 on ly  requires 87- 
octane gasoline, w hile the V 8

V 6 p rov ides an  estim ated  17 
m pg  in  th e  c ity  and  24  on 
h ighw ays. T he rea r-w h ee l- 
d rive  ST S is ra ted  s lig h tly  
h ig h er a t 17 and  26 because  
tha t en g in e ’s la rger size lets 
it use a m ore econom ical'rear- - 
axle ratio. The all-w heel-drive 
V 8 v ers ion  is ra ted  a t 16 city  
and  22  h ighw ay.

T he brakes are strong and 
a c t iv a te d  b y  a n  e a s i ly  
m odu la te  pedal w ith  a n ice 
p rog ressive  action.

T h e  q u ie t  in t e r io r  
p rov ides good  space fo r four 
ta ll adults. T he rear seat area 
is especially  room y, although 
the  cen te r o f  the back  seat is 
too  hard  to  be com fortab le .

T he d r iv e r’s seat is w ell-

g a u g e s  a re  e a s y  to  r e a d  
u n d e r  v a r io u s  l ig h t in g  
cond itions. C up -ho lders and 
con tro ls are easily  reached.

Auto Briefs

Honda to sell low-cost hybrid car
H onda M otor Company plans to sell a  low-cost hybrid car, a 

version o f  its popular Fit subcom pact, a  Japanese daily 
reported, signaling the auto m aker’s long-term commitment to 

the fuel-sipping powertrain. Japan’s third-biggest auto maker aims 
to sell the Fit hybrid as early as next year for around 1.4 million yen 
($ 11,790), or about 200,000 yen more than the gasoline-only version, 
likely making it the world’s first hybrid to cost less than 2 million yen 
($16,840), the leading Japanese business daily said on Wednesday.

The model could be launched in the business year starting April 
2007 and would be sold globally, the paper said.

A spokesman denied Honda had made any decision on whether 
to hybridise the Fit, but added it had the technological wherewithal 
to mount its hybrid system, which twins an electric motor and a 
conventional engine to save fuel, on most o f  its vehicles.

C hief Executive Takeo Fukui has long said the prfce premium for 
a hybrid over a gasoline-only car needs to fell below 200,000 yen 
($ 1,680) for the powertrain to go mainstream.

Nissan to unveil light 
commercial models

N issan M otor Co. said Tuesday that it will introduce four new 
light commercial models by the end ofM arch 2008 to enhance 
its sales o f  buses, vans and small trucks. The Japanese car 

maker, in which Renault has a 44 percent stake, has m ade the light 
commercial vehiclc business one o f  the key areas in its three-year 
business plan that started in April 2005.

The four models will be among28 new models that the automaker 
plans to roll out under the business plan.

N issan may launch two more new models in the light commercial 
vehicle segment on top o f  the planned four new models, Andy Palmer, 
vice president o f  that Nissan division, said at a round-table meeting 
with reporters. Under the three-year plan, Nissan is aiming for the 
light commercial vehicle business to double its operating profit margin 
to 8 percent and lift its sales volume by 40 percent to 434,000 vehicles 
worldwide by the fiscal year ending in March 2008, compared with 
the results in the fiscal year that ended in March 2005. In a bid to 
reach that profit goal, the company is working to reduce costs. Palmer 
said.

j&nigtTHBnmu i&uitjims iBarmtiatta t  M tati Samusas

PAN takes 407,307 to Fair
i l f f f  S i f f g f g f i  i f f f t s p f i i f i l  f f l f  S s f f  a  p p . w a d u s  n i g e r * *  f c f i
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P e u g e o t  A u to m o b i le  
N igeria (PAN) Lim ited 
h a s  s h o w c a s e d  th e  

n ew  4 0 7  a n d  3 0 7  as  s ta r  
p roducts a t the on  go ing  27 lh 
e d i t io n  o f  th e  K a d u n a  
In ternational T rade Fair.

A  s ta te m e n t  f ro m  th e  
c o m p a n y  s ig n e d  b y  th e  
P ub lic  R e la tio n s  M anager, 
B ab a  Y a h a y a  M o h a m m e d  
said  PAN has a lso  d isp layed  
V a r io u s  n e w  g e n e r a t io n  
veh ic les at its p av ilion  a t the 
fair. v

T he M anag ing  D irector, 
PAN L im ited , M r. F ranco is 
Serre, said , h is com pany  has 
a lo t o f  c o n f id e n c e  in  th e  
N ig e rian  e co n o m y  an d  the 

i cu rren t refo rm s in itia ted  by 
O b asan jo ’s A dm in istra tion .

M r. S e r r e  s p o k e  a t 
i Peugeot Pavilion shortly after 

th e  o f f ic ia l  o p e n in g  
c e re m o n y  o f  th e  F a ir  in  
K a d u n a  w ith  th e  r e fo rm s  
cu rre n tly  p u t in  p lace , th e  
m id d le  c la s s  s tra ta  o f  th e

By Hamisu M uhamm ad,
Business Reporter

p o p u la t io n  w h ic h  w a s  
b e fo r e  th e  a d v e n t  o f  th e  
re fo m is w as extinct, has now  
re-surfaued  w ith  appreciab le  
level o f  pu rchasing  pow er.

T h is , acco rd in g  to Mr. 
S e r r e ,  w o u ld  e n a b le  th e  
citizens o f  the country  to ow n 
new  cars w ith  less financial 
crunch . H e said  the p resen t 
c a s h  a n d  c a r r y  p u r c h a s e  
system  is m ilita ting  against 
the desire  o f  m any  N igerians 
to  ow n new  cars and  ca lled  
o n  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  to  
introduce a policy  that w ill be 
friendly  o r convenient.

H e said  there  is need  for 
consum er cred it schem e tha t 
will m ake cars more affordable 
to  w o rk e rs , say in g  th a t h is 
co m p an y  h as in tro d u c e d  a 
schem e know n as C .O .M .E . 
(C ar O w nersh ip  M ade E asy) 
about fou r years ago w ith the 
aim  o f  ass isting  N igerians to

ow n a b rand  new  Peugeot car 
o f  the ir cho ice  th rough  credit 
schem e w ith  som e banks.

T h e  C .O .M .E . sc h e m e  
accord ing  to  Mr. Serre  w as 
n o t  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  th e  
s e le c te d  B a n k s  o w in g  to  
s t ru c tu ra l  c o n s t ra in ts .  H e 
h o w e v e r  re v e a le d  th a t h is  
c o m p a n y  is p r e s e n t ly  
w o rk in g  w ith  f e d e r a l  
governm ent on a new  schem e 
th a t w ill enab le  N igerians to 
oWn a  new  car.

T h e  S e c r e ta r y  to  th e  
F edera l G o vernm en t, C h ie f  
U fot E kaete w ho represented  
th e  P r e s id e n t ,  C h ie f  
O lu se g u n  O b a sa n jo  a t th e  
o ff ic ia l o p en in g  cerem ony , 
v i s i t e d  P e u g e o t  p a v i l io n  
shortly  a fte r he decla red  the 
F a ir open.

H e w as accom pan ied  by  
the  E x ecu tiv e  G o v e rn o r o f  
K aduna S tate, A lhaji A hm ed  
M oham m ed  M akarfi and  the 
H on. M in ister o f  C om m erce, 
A m bassador Idris W aziri and 
E u ro p e a n  U n io n
A m b assad o rs .

I ^ s s a r a v y a  S t a t e  U n l ^ r i s t y ,  K e f f i  

O n  S a t u r d a y ,  1 8 t h  F e b r u a r y ,  2 0 0 8

Signed.
P a u l  I .  M a d u k a i f e  

M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r
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THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE REPORT AS A T  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2006

Company Name
-...... ..................——,

No of Deals Quotation(N) Quantity Traded Value of Shares
ADSWITCH PLC. 2 1.55 276,999 392,668.59
CUTIX PLC 4 2.64 50,100 125.764.00
Sector Totals 6 327.099 518,432.59
AGRICULTURE/ACRO-ALLIED
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC. 2 1.07 15.400 16.498.00
OKITIPUPA OIL PALM PLC. 1 0.90 * 1,000 900.00
THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 8 18.00 3,400 61.200.00
PRESCO PLC. 17 11 50 487,100 5.586.120.00

Sector Totals 28 506,900 5,664.718.00
AUTOMOBILE & TYRE
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC. 32 2.57 268,806 664.296.17
R.T.BRISCOAE PLC. 14 5.25 54,198 283.10140
Sector Totals 46 323,004 947,397.57
BANKING <
ACCESS BANK PLC 164 2.56 8,224,181 21,181.372.61
AFR1BANK NIGERIA PLC. 3 9.10 3,382 30,776.20
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC 1 5.11 950 4.854.50
FIDELITY BANK PLC 6 2.93 17,370 50,894.10
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 631 37.50 4,794.816 177,858,067.68
GTBANK PLC. 204 13.70 1,765,972 • 24.458,562.39
GUARDIAN EXPRESS BANK PLC 26 - 1.51 6.007.700 9,071.627.00
INVESTMENT BANKING 3 4.57 28,050 128.188.50
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC. 349 11.40 35,466,962 389.521,800.96
LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 1 1.40 6,000 8,400.00
NAL BANK PLC. 1 2.80 1 1,955 5,474.00
OCEANIC BANK PLC * 56 5.61 1.954.743 11,115.603.71
PLATINUM BANK PLC 1 2.60 100,000 260,000.00
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. 140 11.80 3,770.599 44,934,969.28
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC. 119 25.48 1.836.662 46.798.147.76
WEMA BANK PLC. 14 3.74 187,684 701.938.16
ZENITH BANK PLC 15 19.64 195.844 3.846,376.16
Sector Totals 1,734 64,362,870 729,977,052.71
BREW ERIES
CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC. 1 2.31 1,870 4,319.70
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC. 85 103.11 778,433 82,597,445.39
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC. 324 36.00 2,734,697 96,657,735.31

Sector Totals 410 3,515,000 179,259,500.40
BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC. 85 33.80 827,590 27.793,699.40
BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC. 5 6.50 55.000 . 357,500.00
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC I 1 6.87 516,305 3,413,457.75
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC. 1 16 18.01 1.014.865 18,375,483.59
Sector Totals 217 2,413,760 49,940,140.74
CHEM ICAL & PAINTS
AFRICAN PAINTS (NIGERIA) PLC. 1 0.40 30,000 12,000.00
BERGER PAINTS PLC. 20 3.41 96,165 345.371.73
CAP PLC. 9 8.51 16,750 136,256.93
D. N. M E \£ R  PLC. 4 3.85 51,589 197,942.86
NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC. 9 4.20 63,581 269,440.20

Sector Totals 43 258,085 961,011.72
COMPUTER & OFFICE EQUIPMENT
NCR (NIGERIA) PLC. 3 1.51 9,208 13,904.08
Sector Totals 3 9,208 13,904.08
CONGLOMERATES
A. G. LEVENT1S NIGERIA PLC. 2 1.23 15,000 18,450.00
C F A O NIGERIA PLC. 6 3.74 5,472 20,087.24
CHELLARAMS PLC. 4 0.83 13,348 11,078.84
P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC. 35 16.20 111,600 1,807,920.00
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC. 86 16.74 422.236 7,028,155.70
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 124 20.42 1,111,150 22,472,685.11
U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC. 5 0.79 247,383 186,612.61
SectorTotals 262 1,926,189 31,544,989.50
CONSTRUCTION
COSTAIN (W.A.) PLC. 1 0.99 337 333.63
Sector Totals I 337 333.63
FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 34 31.40 187,625 5,782,090.65
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC. 97 56.95 347,375 19,812,145.41
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC. 72 28.50 515,278 14.440,952.60
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 46 61.50 339.602 20,808,329.61
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC. 44 191.00 92,935 17,711,342.90
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC. 1 15.75 3.000 47,250.00
UNION DICON SALT PLC. 1 5.17 625 3.231.25

Sector Totals 295 1,486,440 78,605,342.42
HEALTHCARE
EVANS MEDICAL PLC. 12 2.49 155,300 373,189.00
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC 23 9.98 111,726 1,118,231.68
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC 1 5.36 2,000 10.720.00
MORISON INDUSTRIES PLC. 1 0.76 9.000 6,840.00
NEIMPTH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC. 1 3.23 2.377 7,677.71

Sector Totals 38 280,403 1,516.658J 9
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS 
ALUMINIUM EXTRUSION INDUSTRIES PLC. 2 2.18 2,000 4,360.00
B.O.C. GASES PLC 10 2.30 56,522 134,520.60
NIGERIA ENAMELWARE COMPANY PLC. 2 3.63 2,375 8,621.25
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC. 36 3.35 151,090 512,994.90
VONO PRODUCTSxPLC. 5 1.26 6,473 7,403.22

Sector Totals 55 218,460 667.899.97
INSURANCE
ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC 58 0.79 69,700 55,069.00
AllCO INSURANCE PLC. 4 2.39 63,300 151,287.00
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 13 1.36 350,450 465,434.00
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC. 3 1.20 96,870 116.338.20
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 7 0.62 250,415 148,739.10
LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 1 0.85 6,547 5,564.95
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 3 3.26 47,594 155,156.44
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 5 2.49 17,067 42,499.63
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC. 2 2.80 6,050 16,940.00
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 6 1.30 52,100 70,012.00
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 10 1.17 241,651 281,551.25
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. * 15 3.09 372,672 1,133,261.00

Sector Totals 127 1,574,416 2,641,852.57
M ACHINERY(MARKETING)
BLACKWOOD HODGE (NIGERIA) PLC 1 0.56 1,787 1,000.72

Sector Totals I 1,787 1,000.72
MANAGED FUNDS
C & I LEASING PLC " 2 1.10 26.000 28,600.00

Sector Totals 2 26,000 28,600.00
PACKAGING
NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC .  3 1.73 19,150 33,105.50

Sector Totals 3 19,150 33,105.50
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 57 39.00 81,864 3,187,400.09
CONOIL PLC 81 89.86 30,392 2,677,521.82
ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC. 15 2.52 90,402 236,215.39
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 34 160.50 32.276 5,223,087.96
OANDO PLC 137 91.05 168,640 15,367,070.70
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC. 16 95.00 70,444 7,011,150.60
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 59 192.90 180,776 34,552.498.40

Sector Totals 399 654,794 68,254,944.96
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC. 3 4.44 16,445 73,015.80
UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC 1 1.57 2,000 3,140.00

Sector Totals 4 18,445 76,155.80
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC. 22 9.26 469,894 4,286,964.78

Sector Totals 22 469,894 4,286,964.78
TEXTILES
AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC. 3 0.37 20,200 7,474.00
UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC. 8 1.76 44,102 81,533.52

Sector Totals I I 64,302 89,007.52
Overall Totals 3,707 78,456,543 1,155,029,013.57

TOP 10 TRADESAS V 
SYMBOL
UNILEVER
GUARANTY
UBN
OCEANIC
NB
UBA
FIRSTBANK
GUARDIANXP
ACCESS
INTERCONT

ESTERDAY
VOLUME

I. I l l ,  150.00 
1,765.972 00
1.836.662.00
1.954.743.00
2.734.697.00
3.770.599.00
4.794.816.00
6.007.700.00
8.224.181.00
35.466.962.00

VALUE TRADES
22.472.685.11 124
24.458.562.39 204
46,798.147.76 119
11.115.603.71 56
96,657.735.31 324
44,934,969.28 140
177,858,067.38 631
9,071,627,00 26
21.181,372.61 164
389,521,800.96 349

LASTCL0SE YESTERDAY’SCLOSE CHANGE
185.00 192.90 +7.90
87.00 89.86 +2.86
30.00 31.40 + 1.40
27.20 28.50 -*■1.30
35.00 3 £.00 + 1.00
36.99 37.50 +0.51
10.92 11.40 +0.48
16.26 16.74 +0.48
6.55 6.87 +0.32
9.00 9.26 +0.26

CLOSE YESTERDAY’S CLOSE CH
108.49 103.11 -5.38
100.00 95.00 -5.00
165.10 . 160.50 -4.60
63.97 61.50 -2.47
58.25 56.95 -1.30
39.55 39.00 -0.55
13.99 13.70 -0.29
5.80 5.61 -0.19
3.56 3.41 -0.15
18.16 18.01 -Q.I5

TOP 10 GAINERS 
SYMBOL
TOTAL
CONOIL
7UP
FLOURMILL
NB
FIRSTBANK
INTF.RCONT
UACN
CCNN
UAC-PROP

TOP 10 LOSERS 
SYMBOL U
GUINNESS
TEXACO
MOBIL
NBC
CADBURY
AP
GUARANTY
OCEANIC
BERGER

JDA can’t sign contracts on 
oil blocks five years after

The Nigeria-Sao Tome and Principe Joint Development Authority 
(JDA) has suffered a setback. The setback is the inability o f  
JDA to sign the Production Sharing Contracts (PSCs) on five 
;s in the Joint Development Zone two years after the contracts 

'were awarded.
The News Agency o f  Nigeria (NAN) reports that JDA had in 

November 2004 awarded five oil blocks to a consortia o f oil companies, 
including some multinationals.

But there has always been some elements o f  distrust on the side o f  
Sao Tomeans in the venture, which was established in February 

2001 between their country and Nigeria on a 60/40 ratio in favour o f  
eria.
This development had impacted negatively on the activities o f  the j 
t venture since inception. The Sao Tomean attorney-general had in 

November last year conducted an investigation into the award o f  blocks I

The attomey-general’s office had called on the U.S. authorities to 
probe the award o f  five oil block licenses to ERHC by the JDA based 

the reports o f  the investigation.
ERHC is a U.S. based company involved in exploration and 

production o f  oil in Africa. It won stakes in all the five blocks awarded 
ause o f  its pre-JDA oil activities in the JDZ.
As a result o f  the report, two American oil firms (Noble energy 

and Pioneer) that had an MOU with ERHC to develop blocks two and 
three pulled out o f  the venture. '

The development led to ERHC wooing Swiss Addax petroleum to 
take up their stakes in the blocks.

Minister o f  State for Petroleum Resources, Dr Edmund Daukoru,

“We worked hard as a team to arrive at who gets what in the JDZ,” 
Daukoru told the News Agency o f  Nigeria (NAN) in Abuja.

The report had alleged that the U.S. based ERHC made improper 
payments to key decision makers in Sao Tome in a bid to get the 
contract awarded to it.

According to Daukoru, the report is based on the lack o f  
information and high internal wrangling at the top o f  the Sao Tomean 
government. “I have a copy o f  the report and I have rejected it in its 
entirety,” he said. The minister said Sao Tome and Principe was 
struggling to cope with a multi-party government, with the president 
in one party and the prime minister in another.

He explained that ERHC was prospecting in Sao Tome and Principe 
before the establishment o f  the JDA and had been providing assistance 
to the country in areas o f  infrastructure and transport among others.

The venture suffered a heavy blow at the weekend in Abuja, when 
winners o f  block four assembled to sign the PSC, only to learn that the 
Sao Tomeans had requested for more time to study the PSC that was 
earlier outlined with their full participation.

The winners o f  the block led by Addax Petroleum o f  Switzerland j 
expressed surprise at the turn o f  events.

Chief Executive Officer o f Addax Jean Clude Gandur lamented the 
situation and said such behaviours would discourage investment in i 
Africa.

Daukoru had apologised to the international investors on behalf o f  I 
Nigeria and demanded an apology from the Sao Tomean government in 
the interest o f  the venture.

He said the delay in signing the PSCs was denying the two countries 
_e revenue for development and expressed optimism that all the 

PSCs would be signed in no distant future._______________________
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£S o , in spite o f  the prayers all

I these people have been mak 
ing against el-Rufa’i’s coming, 

could still enter Karmo?,” a me- 
jm-height dark complexioned 
in asked rhetorically, in an ex- 
matory tone, grimacing as he 

irriedly passed a fresh demoli- 
in site along the Wuse-Karmo- 
wagwa road, adjacent the market 
'this prominent satellite town of

ae Federal Capital Territory on 
jnday, 19th February, 2006. He 
sappeared into the main bowl of 
ie market at the right hand side of 
le road without uttering another 
ortf.

I His quick abandonment o f the 
bject was expressive o f the gen­
ii resignation to fate which the 
sidents o f the territory have de- 

Yjeloped in respect o f demolition 
^ v e r  the last two years.

That Sunday was another 
c demolition day at Karmo, and the ■ 

jxercise was said to have com- 
nenced by 8 am. By 2 pm, not 

c(>nly had a vast area been reduced 
G o rubble, virtually all those affected 

lad either since melted into the 
iCarmo population, or were on the 

at-oads to other satellite towns,.or 
jjfowns just outside the territory like 

Kucigoro, Kuje, Nyanya, Karu, 
"Masaka, D ei-dei, Zuba and 
aMadalla, witb-whatever they could 
nrescue qut o f the belongings.

They would live there with 
* relations and friends in the diffi­

cult and uncertain life o f relocation. 
While some would leave Abuja “for 

c good”, many would not contem- 
r plate leaving, and would gradually 
j constitute problems to those rela­

tions, as many others would, in- 
*. stead, follow the process o f acquir- 
! ing plots o f land illegally, and build­

ing new houses somewhere. These 
would be new illegal settlements. 
So the problem would continue.

Furore over demolition of ille­
gal structures and squatter settle­
ments, the demolition itself and its 
consequences have, over the last 
two years, ceased to strike the resi­
dents ofthe Federal Capital Terri­
tory and' other Nigerians, except 
the owners and residents o f such 
structures on one hand, and the 
FCT authorities on the other. They 
have aH become routine activities 
in normal life within the FCT.

The owners o f illegal structures 
and the residents o f squatter set­
tlements, are always baffled over 
the manner they, as Nigerians, are 
chased out o f thfcir places o f abode 
in “our own country” and their 
structures mangled, frustrating 
them out o f their normal life pat­
tern, and throwing them into deep 
trauma and anguish. The FCT au-

D a i l y  T r u s t , l u c s d a j

By Uthman Abubakar
Senior Reporter (Features) 

thorities always feel satisfied to 
have tidied the territory o f some 
filth in the process o f restoring the 
capital city’s master plan. What 
strikes people now is where and 
how those displaced by demoli­
tion, including those consequently 
relocated by the FCT, live.

Daniel Salihu was expelled 
from Chika by the demolition ex­
ercise a few months ago. He is now 
a squatter at Kuchigoro. “1 had a 
house at Chika where I resided. All • 
o f a sudden, my wife called one 
afternoon and said caterpillars had 
come for demolition. I said Ah! Ah!, 
won’t they enumerate before demo­
lition again? I had to leave work 
and rush home. By the time I 
reached home, they had already 
begun the demolition. That wa» 
how we were able to drag out the 
little we could, and the rest were 
destroyed in the process,” he re­
called his ordeal on the demolition 
day, which sent him packing out 
o f Chika.

“Fortunately, I have a brother 
at Kuchigoro, who came to my res­
cue. This is how I found myself at 
Kuchigpro now, squatting with 
him, but my family is scattered, 
some members are in Lagos, while 
some are in our village in Edo state.”

He said consequent upon the 
demolition and his relocation to 
Kuchigoro, he had incurred greater 
losses than he could imagine. “I lost 
so many things. In fact, my brother 
just gave me a room to squat in 
order to calm me down from the 
trauma o f the great loss I incurred. 
It has seriously affected my busi­
ness. While I was in the process of 
relocating my family from Abuja 
to the village, I was off business. 
None of my customers could reach 
me any more. So, they all decided 
to disperse to other trades. It is 
like I am new in the business now.
I am just starting afresh.”

Mr. Salihu said demolition and 
relocation always have grave con­
sequences on those affected, be­
cause o f the great losses incurred 
in the processes. “Most o f the af­
fected have lost their jobs. Some 
have even lost their lives in the 
process, because they could not 
withstand the destruction o f what

Pegi, a settlement fo r relocated victims o f tdu/Karmo demolition
they earned throughout their lives. 
They just faint and die.”

He explained how demolition 
and relocation cause more social 
problems, saying, “There are peo­
ple who don’t want to leave Abuja 
because of the nature o f their busi­
ness. That is, their business is done 
in the city here, and they cannot 
go out o f it.' As a result, they keep 
looking for houses here and there, 
and wherever they go to, they cre­
ate more problems than they can 
bear.”

' According to Mr. Salihu, those 
whose structures are demolished 
move to other villages. Those who 
still have cash at hand, start bring­
ing up other illegal structures as 
well, which would cause more so­
cial problems in the FCT

Mrs. Mary Ambrose also had 
her own house at Chika, which 
was demolished, forcing her to re­
locate with her family to a room in 
their guest house at Kuchigoro. • 

“I had a 5-bedroom flat at 
Chika. I had travelled to Lafia 
(Nasarawa state) on the demolition 
day. Before I returned it was 
crushed and my properties were 
destroyed. How we packed out o f  
Chika and relocated to this place is 
a terrible story to tell. I suffered 
before I packed here. The proper­

ties 1 lost in that demolition were 
worth N400, 0 0 0 .1 left there cry­
ing.”

She spoke about the fate o f her 
business in her new place o f abode. 
“I cannot say I have been able to 
settle down here, because I don’t 
have anything doing now. When I 
w.as at Chika I had a shop for petty 
trading to sustain the family. My 
husband has lost his job. I don’t 
sell even soft minerals now. I don’t 
have money. We have sold even the 
fridges we had. My sister was feed­
ing us. Now she has been sacked. 
If I had money now I would return 
to our village, because I don’t know 
how and where to start doing busi­
ness.”

According to her, as a result of 
demolition and relocation, many 
people have died, believing, “If I 
were not a woman who has experi­
enced a lot o f hardships in life, I 
would have followed suit. The 
trauma can make anyone affected 
to collapse.” She advised all af­
fected by demolition to return to 
their villages, “but el-Rufa’i should 
give us money to go and build 
houses there and start afresh.”

Mrs. Rabi Usman is another 
lady expelled by demolition from 
Chika. She recounted what el- 
Rufa’i “did” to her. “He demolished

my father’s house, my mother’s 
house, my younger brother’s house 
and my own house. My children 
and I escaped with only our lives 
from that demolition. The little I 
could rescue that day was what I 
sold to realize money for our rent 
here at Kuchigoro.” She said she 
lost her fridge, TV set, VCD and 
many other propertie.'- timating 
the total loss at about )0, 000.

“My brother e at 
Kuchigoro gave us t ms to 
stay in, and we pa some
money,” she said, re, g, “At 
Chika, I had a shop v e I was
selling food items and r provi­
sions. Now I am not v- any­
thing. Only God knc v we 
feed. I have no money: ; now.
I can still recall the da} >unda-
tion o f my house was > Chika. 
We suffered that day day we
were to buy zinc, we >t feed,
so that we could col ,e little
money we had, to bu zinc to
roof the room where w Id rest.”

According to Mrs. in, “We
are residing in Abuja use we
are used to it. Otherw if I had
even N100, 000, I w Id thank
God, and we will lea\ buja for
good, leave for el-Ruf. id Baba
(Obasanjo),” as she ex sed fear
that even if  victims o; nolition

were allocated plots o f land to 
build houses at a location within 
the FCT, a future government 
could still expel them with a plan 
to “build a games village, technol­
ogy village or any other thing. So 
the houses w ill be demolished 
again.”

She said passionately:„“We are 
Nigerians. We cannot become refu­
gees in our own country. If we are 
refugees, what o f foreigners com­
ing into the country?”, remarking, 
“So,:help us tell landlord (el- 
Rufa’i) that if  he owns today, he 
doesn’t own tomorrow.”

At Karmo, on the most recent 
demolition day, Pastor Elijah 
Eshiene was too devastated to 
comment, beyond saying: “peo­
ple should return to their villages 
than stay in Abuja,” as he pitifully 
surveyed the undulating rubbles 
covering the wide expanse o f the 
demolition location.

However, Sulaiman Abdullahi, 
who was at the site to help an af­
fected brother rescue the little 
property he could, said already 
three o f five o f  his affected broth­
ers had relocated to his house at 
nearby Madalla in Niger state. In 
due course, he said, they might 
have to save money to rent heir 
own houses, move out to squat 
elsewhere, or even return to their 
village because “it is not easy these 
days.”

Pegi, about ten kilometers from 
Kuje in Kuje Area Council is a vil­
lage where those displaced by the 
demolition at Old Karmo and Idu, 
have been relocated to by the 
FCDA, which allocated them plots 
o f land to build their own houses 
there. A trader at Wuse market 
called Victor is one o f those relo­
cated there.

“We paid for the plots o f land 
allocated to us,” he revealed, ex­
plaining, “Those o f us relocated 
from Idu and Old Karmo are in 
.thousands, and each o f us was al­
located a plot o f land. Actually, 
everybody paid N 21, 000 for the 
plot o f land allocated to him. If 
your own is 300 Sq metres, you 
pay N12, 000 more, which adds 
up to N33, 000, but if its less than 
300 Sq metres, you pay N6000 
more to add up to N 27,000. Most 
o f  us paid N27, 000 for their 
plots.”

I section o f  a demolition site at Karmo. Another squatter settlement springing up near Karmo
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them N700 per room. We fiave al­
ways observed that they are grate­
ful to us,” Irmiya said.

He added: “We live in peace 
and harmony with them. Whoever 
amonjthem wants to lay the foun­
dation o f his house, we troop there 
to help him. Where we should be 
paid, we do it for free."

Another resident o f Pegi, Baba 
Mohammed, gave lack o f good 
roads, water and light, as some of 
the main reasons delaying the 
movement o f most o f those relo­
cated there from Old Karmo and 
Idu, emphasizing, however, that

He spoke o f  life in their new 
place of abode, and the difficulties 
they encounter in continuing their 
normal businesses. “Here, there is 
no light and no water and the road 
is not tarred. Moving out o f  here is 
a devastating problem. 1 spend 
N700 to N800 daily to reach Wuse 
ftirket to do my trading. Trans­
port is very expensive for us. This 
ispne o f the difficulties everybody 
isjracing here.”

Victor complained further: 
“There is no latrine here in Pegi. 
We defecate in the bush. There are 
no bathrooms. We are just manag­

ing. We have just been compelled Irmiya G. Sarki is an indigene
to pack in here, but our situation is o f Pegi. He said the indigenes o f
very bad. We drink well water here, the village have been helping those
and if you see its colour, you will relocated there to feel as comfort-
think it is B u r u k u t u  (loca lly  able as the environment could af-
brewed wine),” saying, however, ford. *
that they had resolved to endure “They say they don’t have the
so that they could build their per- money to build their houses im­
manent homes there. mediately. They rent houses from

He appealed: “We want gov- us to enable them build their houses
emment to come and provide us at their own pace, and according
with water, electricity and market their earnings. We have been help-
here. No market here. We find it ing them. We don’t charge the nor-
very difficult to get our daily pro- mal rent forthem. Where we charge
visions here. Everything is expen- N1000 per room, we recognise that
sive.” they are in difficulties, so we charge

"Some of them cannot relocate here 
immediately, because they don’t 
have money to build their houses. 
They believe they would rather 
look for cheaper places round 
town to stay, but some o f  them 
have already rented houses among 
us here.”

The fact is: while demolition 
has expelled many so called illegal 
squatters back to their respective 
home states, or other “more toler­
ant territories” in the country, es­
pecially merchants and traders, 
who could not withstand the dev­
astation and frustration following

the near total loss o f  their earnings 
and business capital to an early 
morning demolition, it has rather 
hardened most others who seem 
to have trained well in melting into 
unaffected locations within the ter­
ritory, to continue squatting after 
every demolition exercise.

So, because they believe demo­
lition cannot scare them away from 
whatever they gain in the new fed­
eral capital city, and they must find 
places to reside in it, according to 
the circumstances and their earn­
ings, they gradually bu:ld new ille­
gal settlements, and dare el-Rufa’i 
to come forth.
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K a n o  T r u s t
Fire razes 
foodstuff 

atWarawa
Ahmed Abubakar,

Correspondent (Kano)

P:r o p e r ty  w o r th  o v e r  

N 2 m  h a v e  b e e n  
r a z e d  b y  f i r e  a t  

Y a n d a l l a h  V i l l a g e  in  

W ara w a  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t  
c o u n c il  o f  K a n o  S ta te .

T h e  s e c r e t a r y  to  th e  1 
c o u n c il ,  A lh a ji Is a h  M u sa  
G o g e l w h o  s p o k e  to  n e w s ­
m en  on  th e  in c id e n t,  s a id  
a l r e a d y  a c o m m it te e  h a d  
b e e n  fo rm e d  to  in v e s tig a te  
h o w  th e  in c id e n t o c c u r r e d  

a n d  to  a d v i s e  i t  o n  th e  
m o d a l i t ie s  fo r  c o m p e n s a t­

in g  th e  v ic t im s .
H e  s a id  th a t  e v e n  a s  a 

c o m m itte e  w a s  fo rm e d , d o ­
n a tio n s  fro m  w e ll m e a n in g  
i n d i v i d u a l s  h a d  s t a r t e d  
c o m in g  in  w ith  th e  e x e c u ­

tiv e  s e c re ta ry  o f  th e  s t a te ’s 
p i l g r i m s ’ b o a r d ,  A lh a j i  
S a n i L a w a l K o fa r  M a ta ,  
d o l in g  o u t tw e n ty  b a g s  o f  
f o o d s t u f f  t o g e t h e r  w i th  
c a s h .

T h e  lo c a l  g o v e rn m e n t  
s e c r e ta ry  c a l le d  o n  p u b lic  
s p i r i t e d  p e o p le  to  a s s i s t  
th e  v ic tim s , w h ile  c h a rg in g  
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  a re a  to  r e ­
c ip r o c a te  th e  g e s tu re .

A ls o  s p e a k in g ,  A lh a ji  
S a d iq  S id i u rg e d  th e  v ic ­
tim s  to  h a v e  th e  c o u ra g e  to  
b e a r  th e  lo s s , a d d in g  th a t 
su c h  c a la m ite s  c o u ld  h a v e  
b e e n  a v e r te d  i f  a d e q u a te  
p r e c a u t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e s  
w e re  ta k e n .

Governor Ibrahim Shekarau shaking hands with Prof. M. Yahaya Bichi, provost, Federal College o f  Education, after his courtesy call on the governor at G overnment 
House, Kano...recentfy

Census, tool for nation building, says c’ttee chairman
T h e  c h a irm a n , K an o  S ta te  
C om m ittee  on  the 2006  C en ­
s u s ,  A lh a j i  M u h a m m a d  
L a w a l  N a ’ A H a h , h a s  
c h a rg ed  p eo p le  o f  th e  s ta te  
to  su p p o r t th e  fo r th co m in g  
n a tio n a l c e n su s , say in g  the

By A liyu S. M achika,
Correspondent (Kano)

e x e rc is e  is  th e  b e d ro c k  o f  
s o c io - e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p ­
m en t o f  th e  n a tio n .

S p e a k in g  to  Kano Trust,

the  ch a irm an  said  th is  y e a r ’s 
c e n su s  w as  in ten d ed  to  a s ­
c e r t a in  a m o n g  o th e r s  th e  
a v a ila b il ity  o f  so c ia l fa c ili­
ties, u p o n  w h ich  so m e  c o m ­
p an ie s  w o u ld  invest in , a d d ­
ing  th a t it w o u ld  a s s is t  in

b r in g in g  in fo re ig n  in v e s t­
m e n t to  th e  s ta te  an d  th e  
c o u n try  a s  a w h o le .

H e ad d ed  th a t i f  su ch  in ­
v e s tm e n ts  w e re  e s ta b lish e d  
in th e  co u n try , it w o u ld  a lso  
g o  a lo n g  w ay  in c re a t in g

Kano people asked to eschew bitterness, live in harmony
, e o p le  o f  K an o  S ta te  

h a v e  b e e n  u rg e d  to  
e s c h e w  b i t t e r n e s s  

a n d  a c c o m m o d a te  o n e  an -

P By Ahm ed Abubakar,
Correspondent. Kano

o th e r  fo r  th e  p ro g r e s s  o f

NAKSS wants hisbah reinstated
T h e  N a tio n a l A sso c ia ­

tio n  o f  K a n o  S ta te  
S tu d e n ts  h a s  c a lle d  

on  th e  fed e ra l g o v e rn m e n t 
j to  r e i n s t a t e  t h e  h isb a h  

b o a rd , say in g  its  e s ta b lish - 
: m en t fo llo w ed  d u e  p ro cess  

as s t ip u la te d  b y  th e  N ig e ­
rian  C o n s titu tio n .

S p e a k in g  th r o u g h  th e  
se n a te  p re s id e n t o f  th e  n a ­
tional body, C om rade K abiru 

| A d o  L ak w ay a , N A K S S  said  
the  fed e ra l g o v e rn m e n t had  
e m p o w e re d  s ta te s  th ro u g h  

! th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  to  e n a c t  
law s su itab le  to  th e ir  peop le , 
h en ce  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  
hisbah  b y  th e  s ta te  le g is la ­
tu re  to  ass is t its S h a r i’ah  im ­
p lem en ta tio n .

A cc o rd in g  to  th em , th e  
e sse n c e  o f  fed e ra lism  is to  
acco m m o d a te  and  reco g n ize

By A liyu  s. M ach ik a ,
Correspondent, Kano

th e  m u l t i - e th n ic  a n d  r e l i ­
g io u s  e n t i t i e s  a s  c l e a r ly  
sp e lled  o u t in th e  1999 C o n ­
s titu tio n , a n d  th e re fo re  the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  h isbah  
g u a rd  th ro u g h  th e  hisbah  
law  d id  n o t in an y  w ay  c o n ­
trav en e  the N ig e rian  C o n s ti­
tu tio n .

T h ey  fu r th e r  ad d ed  th a t 
it w as  in ju s tic e  fo r  th e  fe d ­
era l g o v e rn m en t to  co m p are  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h isb a h  
g u a rd s  to  th a t o f  m ili ta n ts  
g ro u p s , e sp e c ia lly  th o se  in 
th e  so u th , sa y in g  hisbah o f ­
f e r s  s e r v i c e s  o n  m o r a l  
c o u n se lin g , w h ich  is in c o n ­
fo rm ity  w ith  th e  Is lam ic  in ­
ju n c t io n s , a s  w e ll a s  re n d e r­
ing  n e c e ssa ry  a s s is ta n c e  to  
th e  p o lic e  a n d  o th e r  se c u ­

r i ty  a g e n c ie s  in th e  a re a  o f  
p re v e n t io n , d e te c t io n  an d  
re p o r tin g  o f  c rim es , a m o n g  
o th e r s .

“ A s a u n ila te ra l g a th e r­
in g  o f  K an o  S ta te  s tu d e n ts  
ac ro ss  th e  federa tion , w e are  
in  to ta l su p p o r t o f  th e  g e n ­
e ra l im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  
S h a r i’ah  leg a l sy s tem  in th e  
s ta te  an d  p a rticu la rly  th e  e s ­
t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  h isb a h  
b o a rd ,” th e y  m a in ta in ed .

O n  th e  r e c e n t  c a r to o n  
b la sp h em y , th e  a sso c ia tio n  
a p p e a le d  to  all s tu d e n ts  a ll 
o v e r  th e  c o u n tr y  to  k ic k  
a g a i n s t  th e  p u r c h a s e  o f  
D an ish  re se a rc h  m a te ria ls , 
r a n g in g  f ro m  t e x tb o o k s ,  
d o w n -lo a d in g  m a n u s c r ip ts  
fro m  in te rn e t, an d  a ll o th e r  
re la te d  m a te r ia ls  a s  p a r t o f  
s a n c t io n s  a g a in s t  th e  c a r ­
to o n .

th e  c o u n try .
T h e  s ta te ’s d e p u ty  g o v ­

e r n o r ,  E n g in e e r  M a g a j i  
A b d u lla h i, s ta te d  th is  a t a 
sp e c ia l p ra y e rs  se s s io n  o r ­
g a n iz e d  b y  th e  T ij ja n iy y a  
M o v e m e n t S ec t, h e ld  a t th e  
K an o  E m ir ’s p a la c e  d u rin g  
th e  w e e k e n d .

M a g a ji A b d u lla h i s a id  
fo r  le a d e rs  to  b e  fo c u s e d  in 
d is c h a rg in g  th e ir  r e s p o n s i­
b ilitie s , th e re  sh o u ld  be  h a r­
m o n io u s  e x is te n c e  b e tw een  
th e  in d ig e n e s  o f  th e  s ta te  
a n d  o th e r  p e o p le .

T h e  d e p u ty  g o v e r n o r  
a s s u r e d  th a t  th e  g o v e r n ­
m en t w as d e te rm in ed  to  em ­
p o w e r i n g  th e  y o u th s  
th r o u g h  h a r n e s s in g  th e i r  
p o te n t ia l i t ie s  to  m ak e  th em  
m o re  p ro d u c tiv e  in  th e  so ­
c ie ty .

H e  a p p e a l e d  to  th e  
y o u th  in  th e  s ta te  to  sh u n  
v io le n c e  a n d  d ru g  a b u s e , 
w h ich  he  sa id  w e re  c a p a b le  
o f  ru in in g  th e i r  c a re e rs .

In  h is  sp e e c h , th e  E m ir

o f  K ano , A lha ji A do B ayero , 
s tre s se d  th e  n eed  fo r p e a c e ­
fu l c o e x is te n c e  a m o n g  v a r i­
o u s  e th n ic  g r o u p s  in  th e  
s ta te ,  s a y in g  th a t , “ u n le s s  
p e a c e  a n d  h a r m o n y  p r e ­
v a ils , no  p o s itiv e  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t c o u ld  be  re a l iz e d .”

T h e  e m ir  e n jo in e d  th e  
p e o p le  o f  th e  s ta te  to  a c ­
t i v e ly  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  
f o r th c o m in g  c e n s u s  a s  a 
w a y  o f  b r in g in g  o u t th e  a c ­
tual figu re  o f  the peop le  w ith  
a  v ie w  to  h a v in g  p o s i t iv e  
d e v e lo p m e n t in th e  a rea .

H u n d re d s  o f  T ij ja n iy y a  
g ro u p s  w h o  c o n v e rg e d  a t 
th e  e m i r 's  p a la c e  o f f e re d  
p ray e rs  a t th e  o ccas io n , a sk ­
in g  G o d  f o r  c o n t i n u o u s  
p e a c e  a n d  s ta b i l i ty  in th e  
c o u n try .

P rom inen t Is lam ic  sch o l­
a r s  th a t  in c lu d e d  S h e ik h  
K h a l i f a  I s y a k u  R a b iu ,  
S h e ik h  D a h i r u  B a u c h i  
S he ikh  Sisi from  S en eg a l, as 
w e ll a s  e m irs  o f  K a z a u re , 
a n d  R in g im  a t t e n d e d  th e  
c o n g re g a t io n .

em p lo y m en t/jo b  o p p o rtu n i­
ties to the teem in g  populace .

A ls o  s p e a k in g  on  th e  
d is tr ib u tio n  o f  fa c ilitie s  by 
the  federa l g o v e rn m en t, he 
sa id , such  d is tr ib u tio n  w as 
b e in g  d o n e  c o n s id e rin g  the 
n u m b er o f  p eo p le  in a g iven  
a rea , a d d in g  th a t it w as n e c ­
essa ry  fo r th e  c itiz en s  o f  the 
s ta te  to  su p p o rt and  pa rtak e  
in  th e  h e a d c o u n t  fo r  th e  
s ta te  to  be  ad e q u a te ly  c o n ­
sid ered  in the d is trib u tio n  o f  
so c ia l am en itie s .

A cco rd in g  to  h im , p a r­
tic ip a tin g  in  th is  y e a r ’s n a ­
t i o n a l  h e a d c o u n t  b y  th e  
s ta te  w as e sse n tia l, b ecau se  
“ it is th ro u g h  th is  th a t w e 
can  m a in ta in  an d  u p g ra d e  
th e  s ta tu s  o f  o u r  re lig io n , 
d ign ity , ch ild ren  and  g ra n d ­
c h ild ren .”

A lh a ji L aw a l N a ’A llah  
d is c lo se d  th a t h is  c o m m it­
te e  w as p a rtn e r in g  w ith  th e  
fed e ra l o ff ic e  in the a rea  o f  
tra in in g , e sp e c ia lly  th e  e n u ­
m e ra to rs  in  o rd e r  to  eq u ip  
th£m  w ith  re le v a n t sk ills  to  
av p id  m ak in g  s im ila r  m is- 

j  ta k e s  as it h a p p e n e d  d u rin g  
th e  tr ia l c e n su s  las t year.

H e th e re fo re  th an k ed  the 
| s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t fo r d o in g  
i ev e ry th in g  po ss ib le  in term s 
I o f  fu n d in g , say in g  th e  com - 
i rn itte e  h a s  n o  p ro b le m  o f  
! fu n d s .
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E k o  T r u s t
3rd term: YCE challenges Tinubu 

over bribery allegation
T he Y oruba C ouncil o f  

Elders (Y CE) has asked 
G overnor B ola T inubu 

o f  L agos S tate to substan ti- 
^ a te a s ta tem en t c red ited  to 

w hich  accused  Y C E  o f  
collecting N 17.5m bribe to en­
dorse the th ird  term  agenda 
o f  P r e s id e n t  O lu s e g u n  
O b a sa n jo . Y C E  S e c re ta ry  
G eneral D r Kunlc Olajide, in a 
s ta tem en t issu ed  w eek en d , 
said the governor w as p lay ­
ing ‘pedestrian  po litic s’ w ith 
the allegation .

O la jide  d ism issed  the a l­
legation o f  receiv ing  m oney 

' on b eh a lf  o f  the Y CE to rally  
| s u p p o r t  fo r  P re s id e n t  

O lusegun  O basan jo ’s alleged 
third term  plot.

“I w ish  to state that I did 
| not receive any  g ratification  

to m ake arty statem ent in sup­
port o f  a  th ird  term  agenda o f  
the p re s id en t at th e  p u b lic  
hearing (on am endm ent o f  the 

. C onstitu tion).
“M y partic ipa tion  at the 

public hearing w as principally 
to subm it the m em oranda pre­
p a red  b y  th e  S o u th -S o u th , 
Sou th -E ast and  South-W est 
peop le on  beh a l f  o f  the Y C E .

S to ries by O lum ide  
B a ju la iy e , Correspondent, 

Lagos
In any case, the position  o f  
the Y C E  has been c lear in the 
co m m u n iq u e  o f  the cen tra l 
w ork ing  com m ittee  m eeting 
w ide ly  c ircu la ted  and  p u b ­
lished by the media on Friday, 
February 2 4 ,2 0 0 6 ,” he said.

He challenged  the gover­
nor to  substan tiate  h is claim  
w ith special a ttention  to the 
date, tim e and venue w here 
the m oney  w as received.

"I am  v e ry  h a p p y  th a t 
T in u b u  h as e x p re s s e d  h is 
read iness to  substan tiate  his 
allegation; so I invite him  to 
p rove  h is c la im s by  sta ting  
th e  nam es o f  the so -ca lled  
facilitators.”

"* O lajide w as d isappoin ted  
that such an unguarded  and 
unfounded  rum our cou ld  be 
peddled  from  a h igh ly  placed 
indiv idual, like T inubu  w ho 
the council treats w ith  rever­
ence.

“ It is a sham e tha t having 
spen t six years as governor, 
T inubu  is yet to go beyond  
su ch  p e d e s tr ia n  ta c t ic s  o f

politicking. It is indeed a great 
tr a g e d y  th a t  a p e r s o n  o f  
T in u b u ’s s ta tu s  co u ld  d e ­
scend  so low  and  to th row  
cau tion  to the w inds and im ­
pugn m y character for cheap 
political ga in .”

H e m a in ta in e d  th a t he 
w o u ld  no t h ave  re ac ted  to 
such a spurious allegation  i f  
it h ad  n o t e m a n a te d  from  
Tinubu. “O rdinarily , I w ould 
no t h ave  reac ted  to  such  a 
w ild ,  s p u r io u s  a n d  u n ­
founded  allegation  because I 
am  quite  aw are o f  the usual 
style o f  politicians w ho resort 
to  u n fo u n d e d  a l le g a t io n s  
w henever they  feel the ir p a ­
roch ia l in te rests  are  th re a t­
en ed .”

He reiterated  that his re­
ac tion  becam e exped ien t in 
v iew  o f  the sensitive nature 
o f  the issue.

“This reaction is therefore 
necessary  in v iew  o f  the very 
sensitive nature  o f  the issue 
a n d  th e  d a m a g e  s i le n c e  
w ou ld  do  to  m y repu ta tion  
and  th a t o f  the o th e r e ld e r 
statesm en w ho are m em bers 
o fth e  Y CE.”

M o few er than six ty- 
o n e  s e c o n d a r y  
s c h o o ls  s e le c te d  
e six educational d is ­

tricts o f  L agos S tate w ill this 
W e d n e s d a y  s h a re  N 6 0 0 ,
000 .00 , w hile ano ther school 
will get N88,800.91k.

T he funds are  to enab le  
the schoo ls to  co m p le te /re ­
p a ir  d ila p id a te d  s tru c tu re s  
w ith in  th e ir p rem ises. T h is 
w as d isclosed  by  the cha ir­
p e rso n  o f  th e  L ag o s S ta te  
U n iv e rsa l B asic  E d u ca tio n  
B o a rd  (S U B E B ) , M rs . 
O luw agbem iga Benson, while 
affirm ing  that the stage w as

61 schools to share N600,000
set for the formal launch o f  the 
U B E  in the state.

A ccording to her, the sign­
ing into law  o f  the sta te ’s un i­
versal basic education  in L a­
gos by  G overnor B ola T inubu 
an d  th e  in a u g u ra tio n  o f  a 
board  to m anage the schem e 
w ere parts o f  preparations for 
the, c o m m e n c e m e n t o f  th e  
program m e in the state.

B arrin g  any  last m inu te  
c h a n g e  in  th e  s c h e d u le ,  
stakeholders in the education  
sec to r w ill th is  W ednesday

LASG to combat flood
T he L agos S tate g o v ­

e rn m e n t  h a s  ex  
p ressed  the readiness 

o f  its 570  flood  aba tem en t 
gang  to com bat flood as the 
ra in y  seaso n  d raw s nearer. 
E nvironm ent C om m issioner 
T unji B ello sta ted  this w hile 
c o m m iss io n in g  new  eq u ip ­
m en t procured  fo r the gang 
to  enhance  e ffec tive  o p e ra ­
tions.

B ello said  that the gang 
h a d  b een  w o rk in g  a s s id u ­
ously  to ensure that flooding 
w as b rought to  an  end as ad ­
eq u a te  p ro v is io n  h as b een  
m ade to  tha t end.

H e said it had been c lea r­
ing and  pum ping  w ater from  
the m anholes in areas like the 
O lu s h i s t r e e t ,  o f f  A d e n iji

A cross section o f  M uslims at meeting o f  religious leaders called by Gov. Bola Tinubu o f  Lagos State. ..recen tly.-1’ i x: Oladipupo Odunewu

A d e le  ro ad , L ag o s  Is la n d , 
K arim u K otun, Akin A desola, 
and Sanusi Fafim w a Street, all 
in the Victoria Island; B om bay 
c rescen t by O yenekan street 
in A p ap a  and  K eh in d e  E ta  
O ko com m unity  road, as well 
a sA m u w o  O dofin.

The gang  is w orking pres­
ently at O yadiran Estate, Yaba, 
L SD PC  Estate Ebute M etta, 
O lo to  S tree t, A g eg e  m o to r 
ro a d , O lo sa  M u s h in , O b a  
A kran  A venue, Ikeja A pakun 
O shodi and A papa Oshodi ex­
pressw ay, as w ell as Ikorodu 
road, O jo ta  and E luku S treet, 
Ijede, am ong  others.

W ith  th e  e ffo r ts  o f  th e  
g a n g , B e llo  a s s u re d  th a t  
Lagosians w ould  no m ore en­
tertain any fear o f  flooding, as 
all the spots p rone to  flood­
in g  a re  b e in g  c le a re d  and  
o p e n e d  u p  so  th a t  w a te r  
could flow  freely in the drain­
age system .

a s s e m b le  a t th e  p a ra d e  
ground o f  the Police C ollege, 
Ikeja, w here the governor is 
b illed  to officially  launch the 
p rogram m e in the state.

T h e  S U B E B  e x e c u tiv e  
chairperson  said  all a rrange­
m ents had been concluded  to 
ensure a sm ooth tak e -o ff o f  
the UBE program m e in Lagos.

E ducation  M inister Mrs. 
C hinw e O baji is expected  to 
be the special guest o f  hon­
our at the-launch and w ill flag 
o f f  the UBE pet project, Self- 
H elp C om m un ity  In itia tive  
P roject (SC IP), in the state.

Mrs. O luw agbem iga lis ted : 
som e o f  the local governm ent 
c o u n c ils  th a t w ill p re s e n t 
schools for the co llection  o f  
c h e q u e s  on  W ed n esd ay  to 
in c lu d e  A je ro m i/I fe lo d u n , 
A gege, B adagry Epe Ikorodu 
Ib e ju / L ek k i, M u sh in  and  
Surulere.

A t least, n ine ju n io r  sec­
ondary  schools w ill partake 
in the gesture, w hich acco rd ­
ing to Mrs. O luw agbem iga is 
the p ilo t phase o f  the schem e 
in the state.

A lso  expected  at the Po­
lice C ollege, venue o f  the in­
auguration , are officials from  
th e  A b u ja  h e a d q u a rte rs  o f  
the U niversal B asic E duca­
tion Com m ission (U BEC), in­
c lud ing  its chairm an , P rofes­
sor A nezi O koro; execu tive j 

secretary, P ro fesso r G idado  
Tahir, as w ell as all SU B E B  
chairm en from  all the states 
in the South  W est geo-po liti­
cal zone.

Collapsed buildings: 
Authority organizes 

interactive session in Ajegunle

T ;in its eff

Ihe L agos S tate P hysi­
cal P lann ing  and  D e­
ve lopm en t A uthority , 

in its’effort to  check  the m en­
ace o f  incessan t bu ild ing  co l­
lapses in the state, has o rgan­
ised  an in teractive session at 
A jegun le , A jerom i/Ife lodun  
local council a rea o f  the state.

A ddressing  the audience 
a t th e  se ss io n , th e  g e n e ra l 
m anager o f  the authority , Mr. 
S u liam o n  A lab i Y usuf, e x ­
p la in e d  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  
p lanned  env ironm ent to  ind i­
v iduals, com m unities, as w ell 
as local governm ents.

H e stressed  the need  for 
stric t adherence  to  construc­
tion procedure and ob tain ing 
necessary  developm ent p e r­
mits before com m encem ent o f  
property  developm ent.

The head o f  Physical D e­
velopm en t In terven tion  D e­
partm ent, rep resen ted  by  Mr. 
A k in lab i, s tressed  the need

Kosoko chieftaincy tussle: Tribunal chairman reads riot act
Ri
n a lo t tnq

r e tire d  H on. Ju s tic e
A k in  H ollow ay, the 

^ c h a irm a n  o f  the tribu- 
inquiry into the K osoko 

ch ie f ta in cy  fam ily  d ispu te , 
has foreclosed th e  strict ad ­
h e re n c e  to  law  d u rin g  th e  
hearing, add ing  that no one 
w ho  is p arty  to  the d ispu te  
should see any m em ber o f  the 
tribunal.

T he re tired  ju d g e  o f  the 
H igh C ourt handed  dow n the 
w arn ing  during  the inaugural

session  o f  the tribunal at the 
L agos H igh  C ourt o v e r the 
w eekend.

In his opening rem arks, he 
s a id  th a t  th e  K o so k o  
ch ie f ta in cy  fam ily  d isp u te , 
w hich  had  been  on fo r som e 
tim e  h a d  in  th e  p a S txtw o  
m onths taken a violent dim en­
sion  and  now  sp read in g  to  
o ther areas in the state.

H e said  tha t goods w orth  
several m illions o f  na ira  had 
been destroyed  w hile  m any

p e o p le  d ie d  o r  b e c a m e  
w ounded  in the incident.

A c co rd in g  to  h im , “no t 
only  have the com m ercial ac­
tiv ities in the areas disrupted , 
bu t there has been  a b reach 
o f  peace .”

He said that the tribunal 
w ou ld  look in to  the rem ote 
and im m ediate  causes o f  the 
problem.

It w ould  be recalled  that 
fo llow ing  a  w ave o f  v io lence 
on  the L agos Island  o f  late.

the state governm ent set up 
the tribunal to look into the 
rem ote and im m ediate causes 
o f  the d isputes over the head­
sh ip  o f  K osoko  fam ily, and 
id en tify  g ro u p s  o r p e rso n s  
responsib le  for the civil d is­
tu rbances tha t fo llow ed  the 
d isp u tes .

T he  tr ibuna l w ill d e te r­
m ine the ex ten t o f  dam ages, 
lo ss  o f  liv e s  a n d  p ro p e r ty  
caused  by  the d is tu rbances, 
as w ell as ascertain  the origin

and valid ity  o f  the declaration 
m ade by  the royal fam ily con­
cern ing  the se lec tion  o f  the 
h ead  o f  fam ily , i f  any, and 
w h e th e r th ere  is m ore  than  
one ruling family.

T he reco m m en d atio n  o f  
th e  tr ib u n a l is ex p e c te d  to  
gu ide the L A SG  in finding a 
lasting  and  am icable  solution 
to the dispute.

F u r th e r  h e a r in g s  h a v e  
been  fixed fo r W ednesday.

for a proper m anagem ent and 
developm ent o f  land  in the 
state fo r the a tta inm ent o f  a j 
sustainab le  env ironm ent that i 
w ou ld  bring  lasting benefits  | 
to the governm ent and  peo- I 
pie o f  the state.

He rem inded  participants, 
tha t the pu rpose o f  the forum  
w as to  en ligh ten  m em bers o f  | 
various com m unities on the j 
righ t approaches to  physical I 
and p roperty  developm ent in 
l in e  w ith  g o v e r n m e n t ’s 
policy, gu idelines agd  bu ild ­
ing regulations.

The secretary  to  the local 
g o v e rn m e n t  a re a ,  M r. 
O d u m ad e , co m m en d ed  the 
e ffo rts  o f  th e  au th o rity  fo r 
o rg a n is in g  th e  in te ra c t iv e  
session , w h ich  he b e liev ed  
w ould  bridge the inform ation 
gap  betw een  po licy  m akers 
and  industry  p layers, as w ell 
as put an end  to  the ugly  in ­
c id en t o f  b u ild in g  co llap se  
a n d  its  a t te n d a n t c o lo s sa l 
loss.

He im plored the people to 
engage the serv ices o f  p ro ­
fessionals in bu ild ing  indus­
try, w ho are  equal to  the task 
o f  u p h o ld in g  p ro fe s s io n a l 
e th ics in the bu ild ing  indus­
try.

C onclud ing , the general 
m a n a g e r  o f  th e  a u th o r i ty  
u rged  the peop le  to  im bibe 
the cu ltu re  o f  no t bu ild ing  on 
d ra in a g e  s y s te m s ,  a lo n g  
p o w er lines  an d  to  a lw ays 
observe prescribed  setbacks 
as prov ided  in the sta te ’s u r­
b an  an d  reg io n a l p lan n in g  
law.
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Planned attack on 
Christians, a rumour

- N ig er SSGN iger State governm ent 
has d ispelled  rum ours 
o f  an  im p en d in g  a t­

tack  on C h ris tian s by  M us­
lim s in the sta te  and advised 
the public to  rem ain  calm  and 
go  about th e ir norm al busi-

F  rom  A idelo je O jo ,
in Minna 

nesses w ithout fear.
T he governm en t in a sta te-

The Deputy Governor o f  Kano State, Engineer Magaji Abdullahi (left), discussing with the 
Managing Director o f  New Nigerian Newspapers, Mr. Ndanusa Alao, during meeting o f  six 
Northern Governors held in Kaduna ...recently Pic: Shehu K. G oro

m ent signed  by the Secretary  
to  th e  S ta te  G o v e rn m e n t  
(SSG ), and  issued  yesterday  
assu red  that m em bers o f  the 
secru tiy  agencies have been 
p laced  on 2 4 -hou r alert to re­
spond prom ptly  to m iscreants 
that m ay  w ish  to  take the law 
into th e ir hands.

D a ily  Trust learnt tha t ten­
sio n  h as b een  m o u n tin g  in 
M inna, the state capital espe­
c ia lly  am o n g  th e  Igbo re s i­
den ts w ho  are  afraid  tha t the 
M u s lim s  m ay  so o n  a tta c k  
them  in rep risa ls fo r the re ­
ported riots in the Eastern part 
o f  the country.

It w as fu r th e r lea rn t that 
m any o f  the Igbo traders have 
ran ou t o f  M ina in pan ic  and 
fears tha t they  m ay  be  the  ta r­
get o f  the rum oured  attack.

M ost o f  them  w ho have the 
courage  to  rem ain  in M inna, 
are  said  to  h ave  m o v ed  to the 
m ilitary  barracks fo r p ro tec­
tion.

This m ay have inform ed the 
g o v e r n m e n t ’s s t a te m e n t  
w h ich  is a im ed  a t coo ling  the 
tension .

T h e  g o v e rn m e n t, in  th e  
s ta tem en t, adv ised  re lig ious 
a n d  c o m m u n ity  le a d e rs  to  
w arn  their fo llow ers and sub­
je c ts  against ac ts capab le  o f  
lead ing  to  th e  b reakdow n  o f  
law  and o*der.

I cannot be used by
Dariye - Catholic Archbishop
T h e  C a th o l ic  A r c h ­

b ish o p  o f  Jo s , M ost 
R e \v e re n d  I g n a t iu s  

Kaigama, hiis denied reports that 
he is being 'used by G overnor 
Joshua Dariye o f  Plateau State, 
for the laser's political career.

* The archbishop w ho denied 
this during a press briefing in Jos, 
made particular reference to the 
occasion o f  his recent book pre­
sentation during which the fo­
rum later went intcra closed door 
session with stakeholders in the 
state including Governor Joshua 
D ariye and S enator Ibrahim  
Mantu.

M ost reverend Kaigama as­
serted that contrary to some re­
ports, th e  m eeting Was never 
convened at the Instance o f  Gov­
ernor Joshu4.Pamy6.

By R akiya A. M u h am m ad ,
in Jos

mission in Plateau State that he 
convened the meeting to allow 
stakeholders in the state to re­
solve their political differences.

“W e m ust sta te  tha t even  
Governor Dariye him self knows 
that the Archbishop cannot be 
used by anybody in any way,” 
the Vicar-General stated.

He added that the Archbi shop 
did not convey the m eeting in 
his capacity as the chairman o f  
the Plateau State Interreligious 
Council, but w as planned long 
before his appointment into that 
capacity w ithout any govern­
ment influence.

W hile noting that the book 
presentation w as aim ed at pre- 
se r$ B § " — *»"••
aad .bev

:© n ce  j» o r e ,  you  a re  m -  
{fenwtsttatiofl^i jo ined to .m am ta iifthe  p*g:c«y-

" m ated tod ie  anftuaffV in
P lateau  S tate due to  hunger-
re la te d  d is e a s e s  r e s u l t in g  
from  bush burning.

Legal A dviser. M iyetti A l­
lah A ssociation . P lateau State 
chapter, A lhaji A bubakar G izo 
w ho  sta ted  th is in an in te r­
v iew  in Jos, stressed  the need 
to redress the situation .

A lhaji G izo  no ted  that the 
c a ttle s  d ep en d s  h eav ily  on 
g raz ing  for surv ival, bu t la ­
m ented that bush-burn ing  de- 
strovs several acres o f  uraz-

a A. Muhammad,
in Jm  *

ing reserves w hich the cattles1 
w puld  hav?  Ted on.

H e appealed  to  those  w ho 
engage in bush burn ing  to ex ­
ercise  caution  as accord ing  to 
him . it causes unprecedented  
loses to the Fulani nom ads.

W hile  stressing  the im por­
tance o f  cattle  rearing  to  the 
socio-econom ic developm ent 
o f  th e  n a tio n . A lh a ji G izo  
em phasised  the need  for the 
ca ttles to be pro tected .

T he legal adv ise r w ho also

‘Public hearing is a fraud’
T he fo rm er ch a irm an  o f  

th e  P eop les  D em o cra ­
tic P arty  (P D P ), C h ie f  

Audu Ogbeh. has described the 
o n g o in g  pub lic  h ea rin g  for 
am en d m en t o f  the 1999 
C onstitution as' fraud, saying 
there was no way amendments 
could be made in 108 sections o f  
the constitution in just three days.

Ogbeh, who spoke at the first 
form al launch o f  the A ction 
Congress o f Democratst ACD) in 
Jos recently, where most o f  the 
supporters o f  the state governor. 
C h ief Joshua Dariye, publicly 
declared their crossing over to the 
new party, said the public hearing 
was suspicious, and laden with 
ulterior motives 

The fonner PDP chainnan said 
even in America where Nigeria 
copied the presidential system o f 
government, it took them 230 
years to effect only about twenty- 
seven  am en d m en ts  to  th e ir 
constitution.

"T oday  the co u n try  is 
w itn e ss in g  the o n g o in g  
amendment o f  the constitution 
w here  108 am endm en ts are 
supposed to be carried out in 
three days. Even in A merica, 
where we copied our constitution, 
they have practiced it for 230 
years, but have carried out within 
that period only twenty-seven 
amendments," he stated.

Ogbeh, who gave reasons for 
the formation o f  the MRDD, said

By Andrew Agbese,
in Jos

the  asso c ia tio n  w as fo rm ed  
p rim arily  to  s top  P residen t 
Olusegun Obasanjo’s third term 
bid.

He said it was while they were 
working towards stopping the 
al leged third tenn bid ofPresident 
O b asan jo  th a t C h ie f  A cese  
A n ie lo , a lo n g  w ith  o thers, 
registered theACDwith INEC and 
they all moved along to join the 
ACD.

C h ief O gbeh described the 
PDP as a party that is dictatorial 
and does not allow dissenting 
opinion.

The fo n n er PDP chairm an 
explained that he was victipiised 
into leaving the PDP because he 
insisted on defending democratic 
norms in the country.

He said his exit from the PDP 
w as p a rticu la rly  due  to  a 
statement he mack on the then 
state o f  emergency m Jos where 
he insisted that all democratic 
institutions in the state must be 
restored.

“Because I made a statement 
on the state o f  emergency and 
said all democratic institutions in 
the state must be restored, for that, 
I became a victim o f  tyranny in 
Abuja,” he said.

A t the rally, which held at the 
former PDP secretariat in the state, 
various speakers that included

former Deputy Senate President 
in the Second Republic, Senator 
John Wash Pam, Ambassador j 
Yahaya Kwande, Senator J.K.N. 
Waku and a  host o f  others, all 
denounced what they described 
as the oppressive tendencies o f  
the PDP.

Senator W aku said he had 
earlier w arned N igerians that 
Obasanjo is not competent to be 
the president o f  the country. He 
said he had been vindicated by 
w h a t is g o in g  on n ow  as. 
according to him. it is evident 
that O basan jo  has failed the 
nation.

He also stated that the ongoing 
constitu tional am endm ent is 
fraudulent as it was conceived 
with the sole aim o f  securing a 
third tenn tor President Obasanjo.

Ambassador Kwande on his 
part said they were leaving the 
PD P because  they  w ere not 
allowed to participate in the affairs 
o f  a party they had laboured to 
build.

‘ Today, we are al 1 here because 
this same party we laboured to 
build all these years has been 
hijacked by anti-dem oc-ratic 
forces.”

The motion for the fonner PDP 
stalwarts in Plateau to decamp en- 
mass to the ACD was moved by 
Alhaji Danjuma Maina and was 
unanimously carried; after which 
the ACD flag was hoisted at the 
secretariat.

C atholic A afcM toceSe*# fc |*  “■ d ^ ceae  m aintainedthat the « e - i  calls to d isrup t the peace  t& 
VeryReverendCteiisGoKn.said casion w as not a book launch a n y  w ay . T h a n k  jto o ,” th e  
it wag in furtheience-ofhis peace with no intention to raise funds. ’ sta tem en t read  in part.

5,000 cattle die annually in Plateau
f  I  ettM$en.-<) .000 and §,000’

1- ^ e a t t t e S  Ifcrve b e e i  fcstr

.s p o k e  on the. s ta te  « f  th e  
M iyetti A llah A ssocia tion  at 
the national level, ca lled  on 
the Sultan  o f  S okoto , A lhaji 
M uham m adu  M accido. to o r­
d er fo r e lec tions into the o f­
fice o f  its national chairm an.

A ccord ing  to  him . the a s­
sociation needed an able lead­
ersh ip  to  gu ide its m em bers 
tow ards the up -com ing  2005 
n a tio an l cen su s  even  as he 
urged all nom ads to ac tive ly  
participate.
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Ogbeh: The politician and his phantom travails
I 'n  conclud ing  th is p ro test 

I w ish  to ask  som e o f  you, 
.m em b ers  o f  th is  b o d y  

how  you  w ould  react if, som e 
day,,after leav ing  office , you  
are  accused , tr ied  and c o n ­
dem ned  in y o u r absence. It 
m ay  be sw eet now  because  1 
and  m y N W C  are at th is end 
o f  the barre l, bu t this is evil 
and evil a lw ays crashes u n ­
der its ow n w eigh t" . A udu 
O gbeh.

T he cha llen g e  w as long 
g iv e n  b y  A u d u  In n o c e n t  
Ogbeh, form er National Chair­
m an  o f  th e  P eop les D em o ­
cratic , fou r m onths a fte r he 
w as forced  to  resign from  his 
p lum  p o sitio n  in the party . 
S pecifica lly  on June 24, last 
year, in a letter he w rote to the 
N ational Executive Com m ittee 
(N E C ) o f  tlr^party , in w hich  
he questioned  the verd ict o f  

'g u i l t  re tu rn e d  a g a in s t  th e  
fo rm e r  N a tio n a l  W o rk in g  
C o m m ittee  (N W C ) under his 
leadersh ip  by the C h ie f  Tony 
A n e n ih - le d  C o m m itte e  on 
A n a m b ra  p o l i t i c a l  c r i s is ,  
O g b eh  had  c h a lle n g e d  th e  
E c o n o m ic  a n d  F in a n c ia l  
Crimes Comm ission (EFCC) to 
investigate  a pe tition  filed  by 
certa in  m em bers o f  the N E C  
alleg ing  tha t he  sto le  N 5 b il­
lion  o f  the party  funds.

A c c o r d in g  to  O g b e h , 
“W hen in January  2005 , c e r­
tain  persons in N E C  alleged  
that I h a d  sto len  N5 b illion  o f  
the party  fun d s and filed  p e ­

ti tio n s  in E FC C , I assured  N i­
gerians I w ou ld  rem ain  in N i­
geria, travel now here, until the 

, party  had h ad  enough  tim e to 
\  investiga te  the a llegations. I 

rem ained  here , w aiting  fo r an 
inv ita tion  by  phone, b r letter 

; o r w ord o f  m outh. N one came. 
So, I nev er g o t a chance  to 

; say a w ord , un til conclusions 
. | w e re  r e a c h e d  a n d  N E C  
:, passed  a  verd ic t. N ow , the 

w orld  has heard  that a fraud 
o fN 2 .9  b illion  o r thereabouts 
w as com m itted . R eally? Just 
how  m uch w as the PD P w orth 

•Jbr N 2 .9  b illion  to  be  sto len  
o u tr ig h t?”

N ow , w ith  the new s o f  his 
sudden  a rrest w eekend  a t his 
A b u ja  r e s id e n c e  b y  s u s -  

! pected  o ffic ia ls  o f  th e  E co ­
nom ic and  F inancial C rim es 
C om m issioa( EFCC), am id re­
ported  denial by  the C om m is- 
sion  th a t O gbeh  w as no t in 
its custody, it seem ed  that a 
g ro tesq u e  d ram a w as being  
ac ted  w ith  the consequence  
o f  a  he igh tened  tension , until 
O gbeh , suddenly  em erged  to  
a n n o u n c e  to  a p p re h e n s iv e  
N igerians that he w as no t a r­
re s ted . H e w as q u o te d  as 
saying he has been  aw ay  in 

. h is cashew  farm  w here there 
w as no m obile  te lephone re­
cep tion . F o r those  w ho  do 
no t know  O gbeh , a  b r ie f  de- 

; s c r ip tio n  w o u ld  do  a t th is  
point: he read  theatre  arts in 
the U n iv ers ity  even  though

By S u fu v a n  O je ifo ,
S p ec ia l C o rresp o n d en t \

he m a jo red  in F rench  L an ­
guage. So, i f  he is good  at 
acting , it is understandab le . 
But, the suggestion  in p o liti­
ca l c irc le s  w as th a t O gbeh  
m ust have  been  a v ic tim  o f  
som e sort o fb lackm ail. w hich 
w as w hy  he cooked  up the 
s to ry  o f  ab o u t b e in g  in h is 
farm  w hile people w ere trying 
in vain  to  reach  him .

Indeed, i f  O gbeh had not 
su rfaced  w ith  his seem ing ly  
rid icu lous story, w hich  D aily 
T rust learned w as em barrass­
ing to  th e  leade rsh ip  o f  h is 
new -found  party, the A ction  
C o n g r e s s  o f  D e m o c ra ts  
(A C D ), the searchlight should 
h av e  b e e n  b e a m e d  on  th e  
custody  o f  the EFCC  as it had 
b een  d o n e  a lr e a d y  b e fo re  
O g b e h ’s c la im s, g iv in g  the 
C om m ission  a clean bill. R e­
ports that m em bers o f  his fam ­
ily  in w hose  p resence  he w as 
a rre s ted  w o u ld  n o t w an t to 
co m m en t w as ind ica tiv e  o f  
yet a possib ility : a th rea t by 
w h o e v e r  “ a rre s te d ” O g b eh  
tha t they  shou ld  k eep  m um  
on  the issue o r else. B ut p o ­
litical associa tes o f  O gbeh  in 
the A C D  had  qu ick ly  raised  
a la r m  o v e r  th e  s a f e ty  o f  
O gbeh , th ink ing  som e p o liti­
ca l c ap ita l co u ld  acc ru e  to 
them  from  the incident.

N a t io n a l  D ir e c to r  o f  
O rg an isa tio n  and  P ub lic ity , 
M r. T o y in  R a z a q  h a d  sa id  
such a  claim  by the E FC C  that 
O gbeh  w as no t in its custody  
w as dangerous, po in ting  out 
th a t it w o u ld  be  sad  i f  w e 
w o k e  u p  o n e  d a y  to  se e  
O g b eh ’s life less body  a long  
the road. A cco rd ing  to  him , 
“O gbeh  could  no t have d is­
appeared  into th in  air. B e­
sides, there  w ere  reports that 
som e m em bers o f  h is fam ily  
w ere con tac ted  bu t w ou ld  not 
w a n t  to  c o m m e n t,  w h ic h  
m eans they  m ust have  been  
th rea ten ed  by  som e m eans, 
w h a tev e r it is. T h is is dan ­
gerous, sad  and has far-reach- 
ing im plication for opposition 
elem ents in the country” . The 
tim ing  o f  O g b eh ’s “arrest and 
de ten tion” had  con firm ed  the 
repo rted  fears w ith in  the ru l­
ing PD P over the g row ing  in­
fluence  o f  the A C D  in w hose 
fold a m ajority  o f  the found ­
ing m em bers and  leaders o f  
the PD P have qu ie tly  found 
so lace  and  accom m odation . 
T he inciden t, w h ich  cam e on 
th e  h e e ls  o f  P D P ’s re c e n t 
p ress con ference  on  the ac ­
tiv ities o f  the A C D  had  re in ­
fo rced  the position  in o p p o ­
sition  c ircles th a t the action  
w as deliberate  and calcu lated  
to c ripp le  the opposition .

H ad O gbeh  been  arrested  
im m ediately he gave the chal­
le n g e  in  Ju n e  la s t y e a r , it 
w ou ld  have  been  a d ifferen t 
k e ttle  o f  tea  a lto g e th e r . It

w ou ld  have been  seen in the 
con tex t o f  in ternal affa irs  o f  
the PDP. B ut now  that O gbeh 
had  res ig n ed  from  the  PD P 
and  p itched  his ten t first w ith  
the M ovem ent fo r the R esto ­
ration and D efence o f  D em oc­
racy (M R D D ) before gravitat­
in g  in to  fhe A C D , a p a rty

de fen ce  o f  h im s e lf  and  a c ­
tions. H e d id  it fou r m onths 
a fte r  h is  fo rced  re s ig n a tio n  
w h en  he fa u lte d  th e  C h ie f  
T ony A nen ih -led  C om m ittee  
on A nam bra  po litica l crisis, 
s a y in g  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  
enqu iry  by  the p arty  w as to 
e s tab lish  g u ilt and  p rep a re

Audu Ogbeh
w hich  is be lieved  to  be  an as­
sem blage o f  dem ocrats o f  the 
d e fu n c t S o c ia l D em o cra tic  
Party (SD P) pedigree, w ith the 
alleged  qu ie t b u t v ery  strong 
backing o f  the Vice President, 
A lh a ji A tik u  A b u b ak a r and  
th e  eq u a lly  su b tle  c o m p le ­
m en ts o f  m any  sta te  g over­
nors , the “a rrest” w as easily  
in te rp re ted  as an  a ttem p t to  
in tim idate and silence the op ­
position  elem ents.

O g b e h ’s p o s i t io n  a s  
fo rm er N ational C hairm an  o f  
the PDP, under w hose leader­
ship the PD P governm ent per­
petra ted  the perce ived  land­
s lid e  r ig g in g  o f  2 0 0 3 , has 
m ade it po ss ib le  fo r h im  to 
access so m any  secre ts abou t 
the party, a deve lopm en t that 
the pow ers-that-be w ould  no t 
find funny. T his m ay account 
fo r w h y  he w as “a rre s ted ” , 
p articu la rly  i f  the pu rpose  o f  
th e  “a rre s t” w as to  en g ag e  
h im  fo r a short w hile  to  en ­
able the pow ers-that-be instill 
som e fear into him . H itherto , 
O gbeh  w as largely  seen as a 
dogged  fighter. H e had taken 
on  P residen t O basan jo  in his 
in f a m o u s  l e t t e r  o n  th e  
A nam bra crisis, w hich cu lm i­
na ted  in his fo rced  res igna­
tion . B rillian t and  articu late , 
h e  h a s  th e  e lo q u e n c e  o f  
sp eech  to  pu t up a sp irited

grounds for the final take over 
o f  the party.

O gbeh , w ho said  tha t he 
w a s  n o t in v i te d  to  d e fe n d  
him self, had , in a  four-page 
letter dated  June 2 4 ,2 0 0 5  and 
ad d ressed  to  the PD P N E C  
through  the N ational C h air­
m an o f  the party, Col. A hm adu 
A li, said  “the enqu iry  cou ld  
n o t su p e rc e d e  th e  a u d ite d  
a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  p a r ty  b y  
M essrs  A k in to la  W illiam s , 
ou r external aud ito rs, a  m ost 
re p u ta b le  f irm  o f  a c c o u n ­
ta n ts ” . A c c o rd in g  to  h im , 
“ som eth ing  w as fu n d am en ­
ta lly  w rong  and  N E C  has to  
address it” . B ut in a sw ift re ­
sponse, Col. Ali had  said, “the 
A nen ih -led  Panel, w h ich  in ­
vestiga ted  the financial m is­
m anagem ent in the party, did 
no t invite C h ie f  O gbeh  to  ex ­
p lain  h is ro le  in the scandal, 
because  there  w as no w here 
he w as d irec tly  accused  o f  fi- 

•nancial im proprie ty” . A  one- 
page sta tem en t issued  by  the 
fo rm er S pec ia l A ss is tan t to  
the PD P N ationa l C hairm an , 
T h e o p h i lo u s  A b b a h , h a d  
said, “T hose  tha t w ere  q u es­
tioned  by  the P anel w ere  p e r­
sons w ho had exp lana tions to 
m ake w ith  regard  to  how  the 
p a rty ’s funds w ere utilized. It 
w as no t the N ationa l C hair­
m an , S e n a to r  A h m a d u  A li

alone tha t com plained  abou t 
th e  p a r t y ’s b o o k  k e e p in g  
based  on the P an e l’s report. 
E v en  th e  In d e p e n d e n t N a ­
tional E lectoral C om m ission  
(IN E C ) had  vario u sly  co m ­
p la in ed  th a t th e  p a rtie s , in ­
clud ing  the PDP, d id  no t keep 
good records. Hence, it w ould 
be  u n fa ir to  a lleg e  th a t the 
C h a irm an ’s observation  that 
the financia l reco rds o f  the 
PD P had  no t been  w ell kep t 
w as in b ad  faith . A t p resen t, 
the party  is engag ing  the ser­
vices o f  accounting  experts to 
d raw  up P D P ’s acco u n tin g  
system  in o rder to  avo id  such 
occu rren ces” .

O gbeh  had  reacted  in his 
le tte r  th u s : “ I h av e  f in a lly  
been  ab le  to  see a copy  o f  the 
N ationa l C h a irm an ’s m em o­
randum  to  the 26 th m eeting  
and  m ed ia  and  public  re ac ­
tio n s  to  y o u r  f in d in g s  a n d  
co n c lu s io n s  and  all th e  ac ­
tions taken  thereafter. O rd i­
narily , there  w ou ld  have been  
no  re a s o n  fo r  m e  to  react, 
since the com m ittee  d id  no t 
in v o lv e  m e  in  e i t h e r  th e  
A nam bra  crisis o r the alleged  
fraud  in the party . I am  h ow ­
ever com pelled  to  address this 
p r o t e s t  to  N E C  o n  th e  
g rounds that I w as, a fter all 
C h ie f  E xecu tive  o f  the Party  
fo r the period  in question , a l­
th o u g h  P a r ty  S e c re ta ry ,  
Prince V incent O gbulafor w as 
th e  A ccoun ting  O fficer. O n 
th a t g round , w h e th e r I w as 
persona lly  accused  o r no t, I 
do hold v icarious responsib il­
ity  fo r the opera tions o f  the 
P a rty  an d  can n o t th e re fo re  
p re tend  no t to  be  affec ted  by  
these g rave  conclusions.

“ It is fo r th is reason that I 
w a n t to  a sk  o u r  re s p e c te d  
N ational Executive why, in the 
n e a r ly  fo u r  m o n th s  o f  th e  
A nnenih  C om m ittee  sittings, 
I w as never, no t once, inv ited  
to  say  a  w ord. In the nam e o f  
the liv ing  G od, w hat m anner 
o f  in v e s tig a tio n  w a s  th is ?  
W hen in January 2005, certain 
persons in N E C  alleged  tha t I 
had sto len  N 5 b illion  o f  the 
P a rty  fu n d s  and  filed  p e t i­
tions in E FC C , I assu red  N i­
gerians I w ou ld  rem ain  in N i­
geria, travel now here, until the 
party  had  had enough  tim e to 
investigate  the a llegations. I 
rem ained  here, w aiting  fo r an 
inv ita tion  by  phone, o r le tter 
or w ord o f  mouth. N one came. 
So, I never g o t a  chance to 
say a w ord , until conclusions 
w e re  r e a c h e d  a n d  N E C  
passed  a verd ict. N ow , the 
w orld  has heard  tha t a fraud 
o f  N 2.9  b illion  or thereabouts 
w as com m itted . R eally? Just 
how  m uch w as the PD P w orth 
fo r N 2 .9  b illion  to  be sto len  
o u trigh t?

“N o w  that the conclusion  
has been  draw n, I ju s t w anted  
to ask  our d istinguished N EC : 
W as this a C om m ittee  set up 
to  estab lish  facts o r m erely  to

d ram atize  fic tion?  I f  w e, the 
ru ling  p arty  can conduct an  j 
e n q u iry  o f  th is  n a tu re  and  
re fu se  to  q u estio n  o r in te r­
v ie w  th e  C h ie f  e x e c u tiv e , 
w h a te v e r  h a p p e n e d  to  th e  
good old principle o f  fair hear­
ing? N o t even  the Spanish  
inquisition  in those ug ly  days 
o f  m ed iev a l b a rb a rism  sen t ; 
p eop le  to  th e ir doom  w ithout 
le tting  them  speak. A nd th is ; 
is the 2 1 st cen tu ry  N igerian  
dem ocracy?  D id I hear, Dr. 
A h m d a u  A li a n d  C h ie f  i 
A n e n ih , C h a irm a n  o f  th e  , 
B oard  o f  T rustees com plain  
recen tly  tha t the D eputy G ov­
ernor o f  A kw a Ibom  State w as | 
no t g iven  fa ir hearing  in h is j 

im peachm ent saga?
“A nd  that, as a resu lt, the 

p rocess  shou ld  be nu llified?  ; 
R ealty? D id  they  app ly  the j 
sam e p rinc ip le  to m e in  the j  4 

course o f  th is enqu iry?  S ince i 
they did not, w hat is clear then ; 
is tha t there is one se t o f  ru les j 

for the “beloved” and  ano ther : 
fo r the p erce iv ed  “enem ies” ! 
in PDP.

T he failu re  to  g ive  m e a 
ch a n c e  to  a p p e a r  su g g e s ts  
an  in c re a s in g ly  w o rriso m e  
dev e lopm en t in  o u r Party, a 
b la ta n t d is re g a rd  fo r  leg a l 
no rm s, and  a steady  w id en ­
ing o f  the h ighw ay  to  jud ic ia l 
anarchy. R ecen t p ro n o u n ce­
m ents by som e o f  o u r leaders 
suggest no  less, and  th is is at 
a  tim e w hen  w e seek w orld  
respect, w e the ru lin g  Party.
In co n c lu d in g  th is p ro tes t I 
w ish to ask som e o f  you, m em ­
b e rs  o f  th is  b o d y  h ow  you  
w ou ld  reac t if, som e day, af­
te r  leav ing  office, y o u  are  ac ­
cused , tried  and  condem ned  
in y o u r absence. It m ay  be 
sw eet now  because  I and  m y 
N W C  are at this end  o f  the 
barrel, bu t th is is evil and evil 
a lw ays c rashes u n d er its ow n 
w eigh t” .

O g b e h ’s p ro te s t  a n d /o r  
reaction  contained  in h is /u n e  
24, 2005 le tter m ay  serve to  
g ive  a usefu l b ackg round  to 
h is “a rre s t” by  w h o ev er did 
it. H is “ a rrest” f l ig h t no t be 
u nconnected  w ith  the a lleged  
m is a p p r o p r ia t io n  o f  P D P  
funds, fo r w hich som e form er 
N W C  m em bers had also been 
quizzed by the EFCC. I f  it w as 
a con tinua tion  o f  tha t routine 
in v e s tig a tio n , th en  it co u ld  
sa fe ly  be  a ssu m ed  th a t the 
E FC C  and  the PD P had taken 
up O g b e h ’s ch a llen g e , n o t­
w ith s tand ing  h is den ial tha t 
he  w as no t a rrested . D aily  
T rust ga thered  yesterday  that 
O g b e h ’s denial w as taken  by 
a  m ajo rity  o f  h is associa ted  
w ith  a p inch  o f  salt. H ow  in ­
c r e d u lo u s  it r e v e r b e ra te d  
th r o u g h  th e  o p p o s i t io n  
c irc les . T hen  the question : 
w as  it a  p h an to m  a rre s t o r 
w as it that O gbeh  w as a v ic ­
tim  o f  in t im id a t io n  a n d /o r  
b lack m ail b y  h is tem porary  
cap to rs?



Jigawa signs $103
electrification contract
A '

s p a rt o f  e ffo rts  to ­
w a rd s  b o o s t in g  
.so c io -eco n o m ic  a c ­

tiv ities in the rural areas, the 
J igaw a S tate  governm en t has 
signed a $ 103m  electrification 
con trac t w ith  a C h inese  firm .

T he co n trac t Daily Trust 
g a thered  is the b ig g est o f  its 
k ind  to  be  en tered  in to  by  the 
s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t s in c e  its  
e lec tion  in 1999 in  the a rea  o f  
rural electrification. H e added 
th a t it ta rgets over 1014 co m ­
m unities.

S ig n in g  th e  c o n tra c t on 
b e h a lf  o f  th e  s ta te  g o v e rn ­
m e n t, th e  s e c r e ta ry  to  th e  
s t a te  g o v e r n m e n t ,  A lh a j i  
Law an Yau Roni, said  govern­
m en t is determ ined  to  provide 
a so u rc e  o f  e n e rg y  to  th e  
peop le  as p art o f  it s tra teg ies 
to  b o o s t  r u r a l
industria lisation .

H e said 1014 com m unities 
w ould  benefit from  the g igan ­
tic p ro jec t w h ich  is expected  
to  last till 2008 , s tressing  that 
a lre a d y  th o u sa n d s  o f  o th e r  
v illages in the state have  been 
electrified  in the last six years.

T h e  s e c r e ta ry  a ls o  a n ­
nounced  th a t the p ro jec t is to 
be fin an ced  th ro u g h  a  jo in t  
fund ing  by  the tw en ty -seven  
lo ca l g o v e rn m e n t c o u n c ils  
and the sta te  governm en t.

Nnamani
reshuffles
cabinet

E n u g u  S ta te  G o v . 
C h im aro k e  N n am an i 
h a s  r e s h u f f l e d  h is

cab ine t.
A sta tem en t s igned  b y  the 

secre tary  to th e  S tate G o v ern ­
m en t (S S G ), D r D an  Shere, in 
E n u g u  S u n d ay  sh o w e d  th a t 
th e  S S G  a n d  th ir te e n  o th e r  
com m issioners w ere retained.

Three com m issioners w ere, 
how ever, d ropped , w h ile  the 
nam es o f  six  com m issioners- 
designa te  w ere  fo rw arded  to 
the s ta te ’s H ouse o f  A ssem bly  
fo r confirm ation.

T h e  s ta te m e n t  s a id  th e  
co m m iss io n e r fo r h ea lth , D r 
F estus U zor, takes o v e r the re ­
sp o n s ib il it ie s  o f  th e  sp ec ia l 
a d v is e r  to  th e  g o v e rn o r  on  
Political and Local Governm ent 
A ffa irs , a  p o s itio n  fo rm erly  
held by Prince Sam  Ejiofor.

M r C yril Ede now  serves as 
th e  A c tin g  A c c o u n ta n t-G e n ­
eral, rep lacing  M r C hineyeaka 
O ha.

T he  s ta te m e n t lis te d  M r 
L uke M am elu  as the new  sp e ­
cial adv ise r on  P ro ject D ev e l­
opm ent and Im plem entation .

M r F rancis O ko lo  w as ap ­
po in ted  as ac ting  head  o f  se r­
v ice in p lace  o f  M r C lem ent 
O kw or ‘’w ho  is on leave .”

From Hassan A. Karofi, Dutsel

‘I w an t to  say  tha t befo re  
th e  en d  o f  th is  yea r, m o s t 
p a rts  o f  th is  p ro je c t w ou ld  
h a v e  b een  c o m p le te d  an d  
w ith  o u r  o n g o in g  c a p a c ity  
bu ild ing  m easures being  pu t 
in p lace  in  the areas o f  sm all 
scale industrial developm ent, 
sk ills  acq u is itio n  in itia tives 
and  m assive  roads and  w ater 
p ro je c ts ,  th e  a re a  o f  e c o ­
nom ic em ancipation  w ill be 
en h an ced ’ he added.

L a w a n  R o n i d is c lo s e d  
tha t a lready, the s ta te  inde­
penden t po w er p ro ject w hich 
is another project aim ed at im ­
prov ing  energy  supp ly  in the 
sta te  w as nearing  com pletion  
and  w o u ld  be co n n ec ted  to  
all the villages as part o f  m ea­
sures taken  to  reduce  the ep i­

lep tic  p o w e r su p p ly  in  th e  
country .

“ W e are  r ig h t n ow  d is ­
c u s s in g  w ith  re le v a n t  a u ­
th o ritie s  to en su re  w e c o n ­
nect o u r v illages w ith  the n a ­
tional grid and w e believe this 
con trac t w ill b ring  an end  to 
cases o f  ep ilep tic  p o w er su p ­
p ly ,’ he added.

R espond ing , m em bers o f  
the C hinese E nergy D evelop­
m en t C om pany  p rom ised  to 
c o m p le te  th e  p r o j e c t  a s  
agreed.

Daily Trust q uo tes  o ffi­
c ia ls o f  the s ta te ’s M inistry  
fo r L ocal G overnm en t as re ­
v e a lin g  th a t a lread y , som e 
su b s ta n tia l  a m o u n t o f  th e  
p ro je c t  c o s t  h ad  b e e n  re ­
le a s e d  in  o rd e r  to  e n s u re  
p ro m p t c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  
work.

A -1/ i n

tw o-day  sum m it on 
the public  p rocu re­

m e n t  b i l l  b e in g  
o rgan ised  by  the C iv il Soci­
e ty  L e g is la tiv e  A d v o c a c y  
C en tre  (C IS L A C ) is sched ­
u led  to  com m ence  in A buja 
on  M arch  6 .

T he executive d irec to r o f  
C ISL A C , A uw al R afsanjani, 
to ld  th e  News Agency o f  Ni­
geria (NAN) tha t the m eet­
in g  w a s  b e in g  o rg a n is e d  
w ith  the support o f  R estruc­
tu red  E conom ic  F ram ew ork  
fo r O p en n ess , R efo rm  and  
M a c ro e c o n o m ic  S ta b i l i ty  
(R E F O R M S )  p r o je c t  o f  
USAID.

H e said  the p ro ject w as 
d es ig n ed  to  s tren g th en  the 
capac ity  o f  key  governm en t 
a g e n c ie s  an d  c iv il so c ie ty  
groups involved in econom ic 
policy  m aking, coordination, 
and  im plem en ta tion  in sup ­
port o f  the co u n try ’s N E E D S 
program m e.

R afsan jan i said  tha t the 
fate o f  the  bill had  b ecom e a 
source o f  w orry  to  all stake-

Stakeholders 
meet on public 

procurement bill
ho lders, especially  as no sub­
s ta n tia l p ro g re ss  h ad  b een  
m ade  on  its enactm ent.

“ It is in th is co n tex t that 
C IS L A C  and R E FO R M S are 
partnering  on th is im portan t 
s t a k e h o ld e r s ’ S u m m it  to  
sp eed  up  th e  p ro cess  o f  its 
passage  by  the N ational A s­
sem bly ,”  he said.

O ne o f  the top ics fo r d is ­
cussion  a t the even t includes 
“ A n O v e rv ie w  o f  th e  D ue 
P rocess in  N igeria” by  Prof. 
H um phrey A sobie, President, 
T ransparency  in N igeria.

“ P u b lic  P ro cu rem en t in 
N ig eria” by  Prof. A dekun le  
W ahab, Sen io r Special A ssis­
tan t to  the P residen t on  B ud­
g e t M onito ring  and P rice In-

The National President o f Parents Teachers Association (PTA) Alhaji liaruna Danjuma, Mrs. Margaret Ya'u, Social Mobilisation Officer UBE 
and Kaduna Stale Permanent Secretary Ministry o f  Education, Hajiya Nafasa Abba Ka'u, at the flagging-off training o f  self help project 
implementation committee, organised by Kaduna Universal Basic Education Board held in Kaduna...recently. Pix: Shehu K. Goro

Nigeria hosts African conference on poultry in March 
A

i l l

frican  coun tries are 
b illed  to  ho ld  a  con ­

f e r e n c e  in A bu ja  be­
fore the end o fM arch  to  fash­
ion ou t a com m on po licy  o f  
pou ltry  m atters.

T h e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  
Poultry  A ssociation  o f  N ige­
r ia  (P A N ) , C h ie f  T u n d e  
B adm us, disclosed th is to  the 
News A gency o f  N igeria  
(NAN) in  A bu ja  yesterday.

T h e  c o n fe re n c e  co m es 
on the heels o f  the ou tb reak  
o f  avian  in fluenza  or b ird  flu 
in som e parts  o f  A frica , w ith  
th e  f i r s t  c a se  r e p o r te d  in 
K aduna at S am baw a Farm s. 
B adm us said  the conference

w as a resu lt o f  a  m em oran ­
dum  o f  understanding  w hich 
N igeria  signed w ith o ther A f­
rican  coun tries late last year.

H e said  its focus w as on 
h o w  th e  c o u n tr ie s  c o u ld  
evo lve  a com m on po licy  on 
p o u ltry  m atters.

B adm us c ritic ised  w hat 
he ca lled  the negative  m edia 
re p o r ts  on  th e  re c e n t o u t­
break o f  avian influenza in the 
country , say ing  m em bers o f  
PAN w ere  saddened  by  such 
pub lica tions.

T h e  a s s o c ia tio n  p re s i­
d e n t sa id  th e  p u b lic a tio n s  
had an adverse  effec t on  the 
m e m b e r s ’ b u s in e s s ,  b o th

w ith in  and ou ts ide  the co u n ­
try.

“ U p  to  n o w , o n ly  s ix  
sta tes are  a ffec ted  (by  b ird  
flu ); w hy  n o t g ive  positive  
r e p o r ts  o n  th e  r e m a in in g  
th irty  sta tes tha t a re  no t af­
fected? “he asked.

B ad m u s e x p la in e d  th a t 
m edia  focus shou ld  no t even 
be on  the affec ted  states, bu t 
ra ther on pou ltry  farm s b e ­
cause som e states cou ld  have 
m ore than 400  farm s and only 
tw o o r fou r farm s w ou ld  be 
affec ted  by the flu.

“ T h e  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  
various publica tions w as that 
the w ho le  poultry-in  N igeria  
w a s  a ffe c te d  a n d  th is  h as

gone a  long  w ay  to  dam ag­
ing the activ ities in the indus­
try,” he  noted .

H e said  th e  to tal num ber 
o f  b irds so  fa r affected  w as 
about 100,000.00  out o f  m ore 
than  2.8 m illion  b irds in the 
country .

B a d m u s  s a id  v a r io u s  
p ou ltry  sam ples so  fa r  taken  
a c r o s s  th e  S o u th -W e s t ,  
South-E ast, S outh-South  and 
the  N o rth -E as t had  p ro v ed  
negative  fo r b ird  flu.

H e , th e r e fo re , a d v is e d  
jo u rn a lis ts  to a lw ays upho ld  
th e  national in terest in  th e ir 
reporting , in s tead  o f  causing  
u nnecessary  fear and  ap p re­
h ension .

te lligence U nit.
T he ob jec tive  o f  the 

s io n ,  h e  a d d e d ,  w a s  to  
ach ieve a sharper perspective 
o f  the idea o f  public  p rocu re­
m ent bill in term s o f  the socio­
econom ic , cu ltu ra l, political 
and  institu tional linkages in 
re la tion  to  dem ocratisa tion .

A cc o rd in g  to  h im , it is 
a lso  designed  to  en su re  the 
e n fo rc e m e n t o f  th e  p u b lic  
p rocurem ent practices regim e 
in the N igerian  context.

Taraba govt 
introduce 

Due Process
Taraba  says it w ill from  

n o w  v e t a ll g o v e rn ­
m e n t  c o n t r a c ts  

th rough  its P ro jec t M on ito r­
in g  an d  P ric e  In te ll ig e n c e  
U nit, o therw ise  know n as the 
D ue P rocess O ffice.

M r R e b o  U s m a n , th e  
g o v e rn o r’s S pecia l A d v ise r 
on D ue Process, to ld  the NAN  
in Ja lingo  y esterday  tha t the 
d u e  p ro c e s s  o f f ic e  w o u ld  
‘’m o n ito r the w ay  con tracts 
a re  a w a rd e d  a n d  th e  p a y ­
m ents m ade to con trac to rs .” 

T he m easure w as aim ed at 
e n su r in g  tr a n sp a re n c y  and  
accountability  in governm ent, 
he said.

U sm an added  that special 
w o rk sh o p s  o n  d u e  p ro c e ss  
w ere being organised for com ­
m issioners, perm anen t secre ­
taries, d irec to rs and  o ther top 
governm en t o fficia ls. • 

“ A ll s u b s e q u e n t  p a y ­
m en ts to  con trac to rs m ust to 
v e tte d  b y  th e  d u e  p ro c e s s  
o ff ic e  to  e n su re  th a t su ch  
paym ents are  com m ensura te  
w ith  the w ork  d o n e ,”  he ex ­
plained.

M e a n w h ile ,  r e l e v a n t  
c ircu la rs  on  the m a tte r had  
been  sen t to the various m in ­
is tr ie s , th e  sp ec ia l a d v is e r  
said.

Gov J<>



, agencies  in Nigeria'.
D i re c to r  g en e ra l  o f  t h e ■ 

centre. Professor Sam.O. Ale;
. .mrfde th e  d e m a n d  i h i f e
• A -__ ,
' A' v i h  »n\ e«t:» -:re-‘octnre

f, im A ^ u a .  .
■

' •• O ^ . , V. _ ... ._

: ~ g y  ? e c c m m e  u ie S  cha t 
uni •, ■ -it' u ; m i " i o m  should

« \  P ro fe sso r  W-*? ?
i ^noed  Yor r*’ ' •. m

•r •. e:: - : t u r q  - ? a u  C h i e f  i

.

- -

d e ' -  e lo p m en :  can  b e  :'e t t e r  
■ -e e .n ise  * h e

"evfcr.i. _. ears o f  uevasta tion  
caused loioniai rule, a n d  
inscribed ;fess- r Ale as a 

m a n  w i th  an  i n d o m i t a b l e  
A f r i c a n  s p i r i t ,  w h o  h a s  
jh a m p n .n c d  the reversa l  in 
p eo n ies" '  p e rc e p t io n  o f  the 
m athem at ica l  -nces since 
h e  a s s u m e d  th e  p o s t  o f  
uifecfbr general.

p rom ise  a be it0 tomorrovv.
A ddressing the gather ing- 

shor tly  befo re  M a to 's  sp e ­
ech. the p re s id e n to f  the orga­
n ization, Miss B intu  Satomi. 
said mat ihe o rgan ization  is 
a non-polit ical ,  non-parusun  
,n<: v ith no t r ibar  affilia tion 
o r  re l igious inclination  vith 
-ole aim -efmaking the-society 
a b e t t e r - p l a c e  fo r  h i tm an  
stir- i’ aJ.

"We •' n tnd  it necessa ry  
' o .- ;uge this p ro g ram m e .vit- 
h in  th e  uni vers i tv corn m uni n 
•• h c -e  a v e ra g e  . . t t i tude  f 

e v e ry  y o u th  is n e g l e c t e d ,  
m dst .completely lost d irec- 

n uiiti ;jCu> w itho u t  m in ­
i n g  been corrupt i f  that viii 

■ rau  d iem  co r ic h e r"  . -he  
auded .

Illiteracy bane of crises in Nigeria - D G  S S S

T he  d i r e c to r  g e n e ra l .  
State Security Serv ices 
' S S C ;. A ' :'•:•: L ek.m  

A r e .  h a s  a t t r i b u t e d  th e  
o u t b r e a k  o f  cr.ise- in the
cou n tr .  to  iack o f  educat ion

■
'

' in the country.
He stated this while deliv­

ering a lecture >n,"Security 
o f - th e  S ta te :  -Roles o f  be 
Imams'" at a tw o-tjjg w orks­
hop for Imams and preachers, 
th em e  "E du ca t ion  and  Sec-a- 
■itv ‘b r th e  N igerian L mmah. ’

o f  FCT Im am s ( C F I ) in t .  n r 
unction  -'. ith Is lam ic ' P eace  
and  D eve lop m e n t Initiative

By M ustafa  Abubakar.
A buja

. IPDI ) he ld  in A buja over the 
veekend.

T h e  d i r e c t o r - u e n e ’ra l .  
w ho  was represented  by ?he 
directtng-orTicer. AlHaji Sadiq-- 
D a i 'h a t ,  n o te d  th a t  c r i s e s  
c a u se  state o f  insecurity  in

"Ther'lmam as a -source o f  
e n l ig h te n m e n t  is th e re fo re  
exp ec ted  to use the platform 
o f th e  religion to educate  andi 

- n  i s h . m  ;  : a ; t h f  ; ■
:-p. the socio-political progr-. 
a m m e s  o f  go- em inent ' . .m d 
the  g e n e ra l  h a p p e n in g s  a 
o u r  soc ie ty” .

C  e n s i i s : .  N P C  p a r l e y s

' • a t ib iuu  rcpirPatiori

C h i e f  S a m u i l a ’ ’ Danis J

... m m i ' s  on a ttach es  a rea ,  
. rp rn . ' .n e e  ro the accu ra te
.nd com prehensive  counting

’ r.oidajjg in the eouritrv a \ .
e :• :r r i ; . o p i n g  c e n s u s .

H e i r  .-.. th e  s ta te ipen t at 
?

‘he re p re se r . t i t f .  e f  n o m ­
adic A ssocia tions yesterday, 
in Abuja.

He said  that the eo m m - 
’ssion is making special effort 
to e n s u r in g  the fu ll  p a r t i ­
c ipa t ion .  o f  n o m a d s  in the 
. e n s u s .  ad d in g  tha t  p r e p a ­
rations is in top gear to reach 
nomads where ever they may 
be during  the census.

" T h e s e  e f fo r t s  c a n  n o t

B Benjam in \tiru

re s u l t s 'w i th o u t  tiie su cc o r :  
a n d  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  he 
leadership  and rank and file 
o f  nom ad ic  base  eh it society 
organ isa tion ,"  M ak am a  said.

In her address ,  the ex ec ­
utive secretary  o f  h e  N a ti­
onal C o m m iss ion  for  N o m ­
adic Education . Dr. N afisa ty  
M o h am m ed ,  sa id  tha t  they 
w ere  in the  co m m is s io n  to 
g ive  sup po r t  to the fo r thc­
o m in g  c e n s u s  a n d  ro f ind  
w ay s  o f  cooperation .

She descr ibed  the census 
as a n a t io n a l  e v e n t  w h ich  
m os t not be left to the N PC

'ad ic  base  civil o rganisation  
is p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  th e  
commission

socai' - m i. .ne ‘ ' r- 
e s e n . J i v e  o f  Miyett i Aii^h. 
P ro fesso r  Iferah’im Mdkoslfe. 
nailed a the co m m iss io n  to 
inc lude  p a s to ra l  leade rs  in 
ad ’ oeacy and familiarisation' 
c a m p a i g n  to  n o m a d i e ^  
settle ment.

H e  a d d e d  th a t  fo r  th e  
e x e r c i s e  t o . b e  s u c e e s - ru l ,  
field workers' most be trained 

'.to •■espect the  c u l tu re  a n d .  
'custom s o f  the" nom ad s .

0 ” e r  seven  pastoral ion 
„ ’.men:.:. .

took  part in the  in terac tive  
session  w h ich  include. M iy- 
etti A llah. C onfedera t ion  o f  
P as to ra l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  \ l o -  
bgal Fulde Cattle  Bree-ders. 
Pastoral Resolve Group. Ful­
de D evelopm ent  A ssocia tion  
o f  N ig e r i a  a n d  A l - H a y y a  
Cattle  Breeders A ssociation .

H e said  tha t m ost v io l ­
ence , in c lu d ing  the  cu rren t 
c r is is  on. th e  cart-bon-.sag.-, 
w ere  borne ou t  o f  religi.ous 
and  e th n i c  i n t o l e r a n c e  o f  
o the r  re l ig ions,  u rg ing  hat 
verses  o f  the  Q u r 'a n  p r e a ­
c h in g  p e a c e  and. to le ran c e  
s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  in  t h e i r  
sermons.

A lha j i  A re  a d d e d  th a t  * 
in.' es t iga t ions revealed  that 
acti'. ities o f t h e  radica l Is la ­
mist all over  the y  orld started 
-inee  the  Is lamic Rev olution 

: Iran in 19'7C!. describing the 
Islamist activities as political, 
a im ed  at radical im p le m e n ­
ta tion o f  Is lam in the society.

"T h is  a t t i tud e  has  been  
another source o f  conflict and., 
in to le r a n c e  tha t  h a v e  s e v - ' 
erallv s n o w b a l le d  in to  :uii 
crisis. It i- the responsibili ties 

■’ nr in-arr. ' v  ;et you. our 
y o u th  k n o w  th a t  r a d i c a l

could  not b e  ach ie '  ed e." c ept • 
hr ’'oil legal .^ "c o n s t i tu te d ,  

m ean s” , he '*aid.
v j iini: m p ia red  .

Im ams to  manage the percep­
tion o f  such youths bv  re fo c ­
using their vision and  enga- 
g i n g n h e m  in c o n s t ru c t iv e  
 ̂activities.

D e l iv e r in g  his .keynote
a d d r e s s ,  th e  g o v e r n o r  o f
K ano  State. M hhm * ibrai--- 

’
im portance  o f  educat ion  and 
ec on om ic  e m p o w e rm e n t  o f  
the you ths  in o rder  to reduce 
c r im e  rate and  insecurity.

S h e k a r a u .  w h o  g a v e  
ex am ple  o f  h o w  he used  the 
Im am s and preachers in Kano 
to reduce  cr im e rate, restated 
the im portant role o f  the Isla­
mic scholars in the socie ty  as 
an agent o f  positive change.

Earlier, the chairman ofthe  
o c c a s i o n ,  R e t .  S u p r e m e  
C o urt  Jus tice .  B a sh ir  Waii,

a d v is i i i  the Im am s to w ake 
up to  their  responsibilities by

the fundam enta ls  o f  i s iam  as

ities.
In his w e lco m e  address, 

the cha irm an  o rgan is ing  co ­
mmittee who is also the C h ief  
Im am  o f  W use C o m m u nity  

* Centra l  M osque Sheikh  Taj- 
udeen A digun. -aid h e  aim 
o f  the two-day sem inar  was 
on ihe tam iIranza tion  o f  th^i 
I m a m - ,  j s t a b l i s h m e n f  o f  
p e a c e  a n d  t r an q t i iH i fy  m 
x igeria. increasing efforts at 
ed u c a t in g  ^the L an m ah  and  
rem ind ing  one an o the r  about 
the correc t  teach ings  of- the  
Hob p rophe t M u h am m ad .

seminar. itnes-.?d' by large

chers m FCT and  its envirohs 
as ■ - • li a  security chiefs, the 
jja n  icipa n t  s a c kno>« I £ dged 

*
5e ar- is i; aroiised tlieir
cfensdiou'sncss. 'm te rm s  o f  
s e c u r i t y .  O T 'iH g  t h e i r

•Si.
iveeks wifl reflect on the issue.

They therefore called  for 
co n d e m n a t io n  o f  a n y b o d y .
organ iza tion  o r  g o v e n n n e n t  
a s s o c ia te d  w i th  the  " c a r t ­
oons o f  pen m ark " .  and called 
on he Nigerian g o v e rn m en t  - 
to : it. r'diplomatic relations

ea ia n  g o v e rn m e n t^  im m e -

lims to boy cott ail D anish  and 
N o rw eg ian  products.

They a ts o  p o i n t e d  o u t  
that, the se l t '-restra in  o f  the 
M u s l i m '  c o m m u n i ty  m us t  
n e v e r  be  in s u l t e d ,  a p p r e ­
c ia t in g . th e  reac t ions o f  the 
C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
N ig e r ia  fC A N )  and  J a n f a t  : 
Nasi! is.arn. (JNI) as well as 
we!!-jj»ea'ning p e rson s  w ho  
c o n d e m n e d  th e  D a n i s h  
ca r to on s .
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N e w s
Nigerians told to resist 

3rd term agenda
N ig e r ia n s  h a v e  b een  

c a l l e d  u p o n  to  
v ehem en tly  res is t the 

m ove fo r th ird  term .
T h e  c a ll  w a s  m a d e  by  

E n g in e e r  N u ra  K h a l i l ,  
K atsina , A N  PP gubernato ria l 
candidate in the 2003 election 
in a sta tem ent m ade available 

; to  jo u rn a lis ts  recently .
H e s a id  th e  c a l l  w a s  

n e c e ssa ry  in o rd e r  to  g iv e  
c r e d ib i l i ty  to  o u r  n a sc e n t 
dem ocracy.

E n g in e e r  N u ra  in  th e  
s t a te m e n t  a p p e a le d  to  
re lig ious leaders to  p ray  fo r 
p e a c e  a n d  s ta b i l i ty  o f  th e  
nation  so tha t N ig erian s can 
e n jo y  d iv id e n d s  o f  
dem ocracy.

T he fo rm er gubernato ria l 
can d id a te  u rg es sen a te  and  
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  H o u se  o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  to  e n s u re  
th a t it is p o t  re flec ted  in the 
co n stitu tio n .

In an o th e r d eve lopm en t. 
E n g in e e r  N u ra  K h a lil h a s  
cau tio n ed  the K atsina  S tate  
g o v e r n o r ,  A lh a j i  U m a ru  
M u sa  Y a r’A d u a , o v e r  th e  
p ro p o sed  p lan  to  rehab ilita te  
K a ts in a  a i r p o r t  w ith  fo u r  
billion naira.

A c c o rd in g  to  h im , th e  m ain ten an ce  o f  s truc tu res in
m oney  shou ld  be  chan n e lled  the  state , ad d in g  tha t K atsina
tow ards the d ev e lopm en t o f  a irpo rt be longs to  the federal
e d u c a t io n ,  h e a l th  a n d  governm en t.

D r i v e r s  a c r o s s  th e  
n a t io n  h a v e  b e e n  
u rged  to  des is t from  

a lcoho l and  reck less  d riv ing .
T h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  th e  

board  o f  tru stees  o f  the D ri­
vers W elfare C lub  o f  N igeria  
(D W C N ), C h ie f  E ugene  N. 
O jukw u, w ho m ade the call at 
a on e-d ay  sen sitisa tio n  ra lly  
held  in A bu ja , said  based  on 
the long  s tan d in g  ex perience

Drivers cautioned 
on reckless driving

No harm in cooked chickens
T he T ech n ica l C o m m ­

ittee  on  th e  P reven tion  
and  C on tro l o f  A vian 

F lu  in  P la te a u  S ta te  h a s  
d i s p e l l e d  a l l e g a t io n  th a t  
ch ick en  m eat and  eggs k ill, 
even  as it d isc lo sed  tha t so 
f a r  n o  r e p o r t  o f  h u m a n  
in fection  has been  reco rded  
in the state. T he  ch a irm an  o f  
th e  c o m m itte e , D r. L e n k e  
C h in k e ,  s a id  th i s  in  a 
s ta tem en t in Jos.

“ P r o f e s s io n a l s  in  th e  
industry  have con firm ed  that 
there  is no harm  o f  any sort 
in  th e  c o n s u m p t io n  o f  
cooked  pou ltry  p roduc ts  and 
eggs from  farm s that have not 
been  con firm ed  to  have the 
d isease ,”  he asserted .

'  H e appea led  to  m em bers 
o f  th e  p u b lic  to  h e lp  th e  
co m m ittee  in d isab u sin g  the 
m inds o f  the pub lic  o v e r the 
e rro n eo u s im pression .

Dr. C h inke said  tha t b irds 
from  farm s located  in Jos and 
B u k u ru  a re a s  o f  th e  s ta te  
w h e re  th e  in f e c t io n  w e re  
rep o r ted  h av e  b een  b u ried , 
w h ile  th e  fa rm s h av e  b een

From Rakiva A. Muhammad Jos \

fum igated  w ith  d is in fec tan ts  
to  a v o id  th e  sp re a d  o f  th e  
v iru s . 1

He also  po in ted  ou t that 
the federal gov ern m en t d ire ­
ctive on the restric tion  o f  m o­
v em en t o f  pou ltry  p roduc ts

- C’ttee
from  one  s ta te  to  th e  o th er 
a ffec ts  live pou ltry  only.

M eanw hile, the com m ittee 
u rged  all pou ltry  farm ers in 
the state  to  fo rm erly  reg is te r 
w ith the div isional veterinary  
o ffices, M in istry  o f  A g ricu ­
lture, P lateau S tate for p roper 
coo rd ina tion .

o f  th e  assoc ia tion  in the tran ­
sp o r t sec to r, it c o n d em n e d  
the selling o f  alcohol in m otor 
p a rk s  as it c a u se s  re ck le ss  
d riv in g  resu lting  to  acciden t 
o n  th e  h igh  way.

C h ie f  O jukw u , w h o  said  
tha t the acciden t c la im s m ore 
liv es  th an  H IV /A ID S  d is e ­
ase s , s tre sse d  th e  n eed  fo r 
d rivers to  be  tra ined  and  re tr­
a in e d  b e fo re  th e  a u th o r ity  
c o n c e r n e d  g iv e  th e m  a 
driv ing  licence:

T h e  c h a i r m a n  w h i le  
m ak ing  case  fo r the w elfa re  
o f  the  d rivers said  it appears 
that drivers w elfare is not well

B\ Abdulwahab Deji Ajikobi

taken care of, especially  w hen 
a  d r iv e r  d ie s  a s  a re su lt o f  
acc id en t.

A c c o rd in g  to  h im , th e  
assoc ia tion  w hich  is a fte r t h e '  
w elfare o f  the drivers w ill look 
at the a reas o f  life  in su rance  
policy, train ing  and  retrain ing  
o f  d riv e rs  and  bereaved , and 
han d icap s am o n g  drivers.

T h e  ch a irm an  th e re fo re  
u rged  the union execu tives in 
th e  tran sp o rt sy s tem  to  see 
the a ssoc ia tion  as a p artn er 
tha t w an ts  to  re fo rm  driv ing  
p ro fess io n .

FG appoints new director 
for National Library

Turakin K ano, A lh a ji N a sir  A d o  B ayero  be in g  p re sen ted  w ith  a  g if t  by  
m em bers o f  H otoro /T araun i com m u n ity  when h e  w en t th ere  on cen su s  
sen sitisa tion  to u r  recently.

P residen t O lusegun  O b a­
san jo  has ap p ro v ed  the 
a p p o in tm e n t  o f  D r. 

L inus N. Ik paah ind i as the 
d irec to r and  c h ie f  ex ecu tive  
o fficer o f  library.

A s ta te m e n t s ig n e d  by 
the head  o f  pub lic  re la tions 
un it o f  the L ibrary . A bubakar 
B e llo  A b d u lla h i ,  s a id  th e  
ap p o in tm en t is for a term  o f  
five  years.

U n til h is  app o in tm en t as 
th e  s u b s ta n t iv e  c h i e f  
e x e c u t iv e  o f f i c e r  o f  th e  
parastatal. Dr. Ikpaahindi had 
been  on ac ting  capacity  since 
O ctober, 2004.

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma. Reporter N

B orn  on N o v e m b e r 15, j 
1952, at K o rin y a  in  B enue 
S ta te , Dr. Ikpaah ind i started  
h is w ork ing  ca ree r in 1978 as 
L ib rarian  II at th e  N ational 
V eterinary R esearch Institute, 
Vom in P lateau S tate.

H e w as  a dep u ty  d irec to r 
a t th e  C en tre  fo r B lack  and  
A frican  A rts and  C iv iliza tion  
betw een  1992 an d  2002 . In 
2 0 0 2 , h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  h is  
s e r v ic e  to  th e  N a t io n a l  
L ibrary  o f  N igeria  as d irec to r- 
in the dep a rtm en t o f  R eaders 
and  U se rs ’ S erv ices.

NATIONAL UNION OF TEXTILE GARMENT & TAILORING
NATIONAL SECRETARIAT:
B6/8 Kubi Street,
O ff Naam di Azikiwe Way,
P.O. B « i 905, Kaduna
Tel: 062-232438, Fax: 062-231577
E-m ail: n n tg tw 9 0 5 < 8 v a lioo.com

WORKERS OF NIGERIA
SUB SECRETARIAT 
T extile  U t a a r  H m u , 
I t  ACM E R » » t, 
O g b a -L ag o s  
T el: 11-4923762 
F ax : 01-4923763

All correspondences should be addressed to the General Secretary

STATE OF THE NATION 
THE PRESIDENT MUST ADDRESS THE NATION

NO TO KILLINGS
The senseless carnage which started in Maiduguri and spread to Bauchi, Onitsha and some other 
parts o f  the country ostensibly on account o f  religious reasons has once again reopened the seemingly 
closed bloody chapters o f  Nigeria’s history. The latest avoidable carnage and mayhem reportedly 
left in its trail countless number o f  lost lives, whole properties worth millions o f  Naira were 
destroyed. The point cannot be overemphasized that Nigeria’s economic and social recovery will 
remain a mirage unless something urgent is done to halt the vicious cycle o f  wastage o f  human and 
material resources via violence and coiTnter violence. At the best o f  ‘Peace’ times, many poor people 
die o f  avoidable motor accidents, diseases like malaria and HIV/AIDS and sheer poverty. Additional 
deaths caused by murderous gangs hiding under the guise o f  religions to kill "strangers” are additional 
deaths too many.

KADUNA EXAMPLE
The Executive Governor o f Kaduna State, Alhaji Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Makarfi, must be commended 
for his prompt response which has so far prevented the spread o f the carnage to Kaduna State. It 
•shows a'govemment that has learnt from the lessons o f  the recent tragic past. The prompt radio and 
television address to the State by His Excellency followed by constant security alert check, 
demonstrated sign o f good governance. Kaduna State government is assured o f  the support and 
solidarity o f  our union members in the maintenance o f peace and development in the State. Other 
state governors and indeed the federal government must follow Governor Makarfi example. Kaduna 
example shows that when government is on duty, criminals masquerading under various reasons 
cannot have their ways!

It is against this background that we call on the President, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, to urgently 
address the nation and assure the citizens o f  safety o f  their lives and properties. Citizens must also 
be assured o f  the control measures being taken by government to stop this senseless carnage. After

Almighty God, the only protector we have is our government since 1999, it is a scandal that Nigeria 
has lost lives and properties that is only imaginable in a country in a civil war. Nigeria’s efforts in 
maintaining peace in Ivory Coast, Darfur and Liberia are globally acknowledged. We should not give 
the impression that our competence in conflict prevention and conflict control starts frWn abroad 
while we are exposed to periodic bloodbath at home.

Poor-on-poor mayhem for whatever reason certainly cannot promote development, domestic and 
foreign investment and poverty eradication. We advice, that anybody who takes life on account o f  
anything should be taken as criminal and should face the full wrath o f  the law.

We are encouraged by the steps taken by the Bauchi State Governor, Alhaji Adamu Muazu, who 
apologized to the people for not acting fast to prevent the spread o f  the mayhem to Bauchi. We also 
acknowledged the efforts o f  Governor Ngige o f  Anambra State who personally visited scenes o f  
violence and consoled survivors. However, what the citizens need is not apology or pity, but 
protection o f  lives and properties by their government. The instant transformation o f  peace loving 
citizens adding value to Nigeria into destitutes at police and army barracks represents the dark-side 
o f governance. 1999 Constitution with all its imperfections holds that the primary duty o f  government 
is protection o f  lives and properties as well as public welfare. Therefore government at all levels 
must live up to expectations o f  those that elected them!

Long live Federal Republic o f  Nigeria!

SIGNED:
ISSAAREMU 

Ag. GENERAL SECRETARY
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Assembly probes specialist 
hospital over arbitrary charges
T he Bauchi State House o f 

Assembly has begun probe 
into the'sudden increase in 

the fees charged by the Bauchi 
State Specialist Hospital, the only 
referral hospital in the state.

The probe is coming amidst 
allegation o f N 107.1 m contract 
scam rocking the state’s Minis­
try o f  Health. The contract was 

' the supply o f hospital equipment 
awarded to Messrs Medicaid Ltd 
in August 2004, but the company 
was said to have failed to deliver 
the equipment.

The House adopted the m o­
tion brought under matter o f “ur­
gent public importance" by Alhaji 
Jibrin Tafida Lere that the people 
o f Bauchi State are denied rights 
to good healthcare delivery as the 
specialist hospital management 
has increased charges on services 
rendered with more than hundred 
percent.

Alhaji Lere, Chairman. House 
Committee on Health, told the 
House that he received petitions 
and cries o f  arbitrary increase in 
the serviCes o f  the Bauchi Spe­
cialist Hospital, stating that the 
condition has forced many to 
abandon the hospital, which he 
said was established to carter for 
the health needs o f  the people.

According to him, a patient 
seeking medical attention at the 
specialist hospital is now paying 
thrice what he/she usually paid, 
adding that the condition became 
w orse as the hospital lacked 
enough m edical doctors and

F ro m  T ash ik a lm ah  Hallah.
Bauchi

rfurses.
Alhaji Lere further explained 

that a pregnant woman in labour 
has to pay N5000.00 “This is 
without any complication,” he 
said, adding “if  it needs opera­
tion, then the patient has to pay 
N 15,000.00, and the same thing 
goes for other services”.

The chairman also stated that 
the p reva iling  econom y had 
forced many not to go to the hos­
pital because they could not get 
the money to pay for the ser­
vices.

T he H ouse unan im ously  
adopted the motion and directed 
its Committee on Health to in­
vestigate and submit its report to 
the House in two w eeks’ time.

However, Daily Trust learnt 
that the decision to increase the 
charges was the desire by the hos­
pital management to autonomous 
from the ministry and it has the 
blessings o f the governor.

Meanwhile, tongues are wag- 
,g ing  in Bauchi over a contract to 

supply hospital equipment to the 
specialist hospital signed in Au­
gust 2004, but has not been de­
livered to the hospital even when 
N 75.019.791.80 was paid to the 
contractor between August 17 and 
23 as mobilization fee.

Daily Trust investigation re­
vealed  that the con trac t was 
s igned  by P ro fe sso r Iliyasu  
Mohammed, the state’s commis­
sioner for health on behalf o f the 
state government.

In the agreem ent, Messrs 
M ed ica id  L td w as to 
“supply\instal medical equip­
ment at the Specialist Hospital, 
Bauchi". but Daily Trust reports 
that the contractor has not sup­
plied any equipment to the hos­
pital, as a senior medical per­
sonal told our correspondent that 
“no equipment was supplied to 
the hospital since 1998.”

V !ic e -P re s id e n t A tik u  
A bubakar left N igeria 
y e s te r d a y  fo r  

B u ju m b u ra , th e  c a p ita l o f  
B urundi, to  represen t P resi­
den t O lusegun  O basan jo  at 
an in ternational donor co n ­
ference hold ing today.

A ccord ing  to  a statem ent 
s igned  by S tephen  N elson , 
C h ie f  Inform ation  O fficer to 
the v ice  p residen t, the co n ­
ference w hich  involves p a r­
ticipation by the international 
com m unities and donor agen-

Donor Conference: 
Atiku represents 

Obasanjo in Burundi
cies as w ell as all the  eco- s t a te s  d e s ig n a te d  by  th e

FCT to get city orchestra
A buja, the federal capital 

city, will soon have its 
.ow n city  o rchestra to 

boost social activities in the FCT.
FCT Minister Mai. Nasir el- 

Rufai made the revelation when 
the former secretary, Social De- 
v e lopm en t S ec re ta ria t, Ms. 
Bolanle Onagoruwa, led mem­
bers o f  the award winning Capi­
tal Voices o f Abuja to present the 
2nd placed award they won in 
Warsaw, Poland where they took 
part in an international choir fes­
tival.

W hile  com m end ing  the 
group for making the country 
proud, the minister assured them 
of continued support o f the FCT 
administration to enable them to 
excel to greater heights.

Ms.Bolanle Onagoruwa had 
in her remarks told the minister 
that over twenty-four members 
o f  the Capital Voices o f Abuja 
were made up o f government

By N asir Imam, Abuja 
Property Editor

workers, students and business 
men and women. She recalled 
tha t the  group  had in 2005 
thrilled FCT residents to a scin­
tilla ting  m usic perform ance 
tagged “the Serenade”.

During the week-long festi­
val in Poland in which over ten 
countries from different parts of 
the world participated, the Capi­
tal Voices competed in the mixed 
adult category in w hich they 
steadily progressed to the grand 
finale to eventually emerge the 
second best.

One o f the songs which drew 
a lot o f attention was “Yoyama,” 
an Ijaw folk song arranged by 
Sam Ojukwu.

Being the only black group 
represented at the festival, the 
Capital Voices did not only do 
the FCT proud but'indeed the 
country and the entire black race.

nom ic b locks in A frica  is d e ­
signed to  seek w ays to raise 
fu n d s  to  a s s is t  B u ru n d i 
achieve rap id  reconstruction , 
reh ab ilita tio n  and  d ev e lo p ­
m ent. T he tiny  east A frican 
c o u n try  re c e n tly  e m e rg e d  
from  a b loody  civil w ar that 
raged  fo r th irteen  years, and 
in  w h ic h  m i l l io n s  o f  
B urundians lost their lives.

It said  tha t B urundi is a 
land locked  coun try  w ith  an 
area o f 2 7 ,834sq.km .

T he population , it said, is 
six and a h a lf  million, m ade up 
o f  m o s tly  T u ts i an d  H u tu  
stocks. T he coun try  is b o r­
d e re d  to  th e  w e s t b y  th e  
D e m o c ra t ic  R e p u b l i t  o f  
C o n g o ; to  th e  n o r th  b y  
R w anda and  to  the east and 
south by Tanzania.

‘T he country  is also  one 
o f  the poorest countries in the 
w o rld . A c c o rd in g  to  e s t i ­
m ates, 60%  o f  the population  
live in extrem e poverty. She 
w as am ong  the th irty  A frican

fourth L om e C onvention  as 
th e  le a s t d e v e lo p e d  c o u n ­
tr ie s  an d  th e re fo re  d e s ig ­
nated  fo r spec ia l trea tm en t 
u n d e r  th e  c o n v e n t io n ’s 
schem e,’ it added.

I t s a id  th a t  a s  o n e  o f  
B u r u n d i ’s m o s t r e l ia b le  
f r ie n d s  in  A fr ic a  an d  key  
p layer in bring ing  peace and 
succour to the country  after 
its  'd e v a s ta t in g  c iv i l  w a r,; 
N igeria’s presence at the con­
ference w as aim ed at ass ist­
ing B urundi to ach ieve sta­
bility, developm ent and good 
governance .

T he  s ta tem en t sa id  that 
th e  v ice  p re s id e n t w as a c - ' 
com pan ied  on the trip  by  the 
m in is ter o f  S tate fo r Foreign 
A f fa i r s ,  A lh a j i  T a n k o  
A bubakar, and the M inister 
o f  S ta te  fo r F in an ce , M rs. 
E s th e r N enad i U sm an , and  
som e o f  h is aides. It added  
that the v ice p residen t is ex ­
pec ted  b ack  in th e  co un try  
today.

W A Y

W m i  vwHI l H o i ^ « i r < S M t t t h u e : t M K ^ i H i < f t  i f

Htef mwny, ttfercfi worth 
a n d  I

gsomtyowr‘ggnttteiSBiitka&f mi I 
f t s t t i h i r t i & E t t a s a & n ] '

S e n a to r  H a r m  A b u b a k a r
Former Deputv Senate President.

Fondly Remembered By:
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ANPP CRISIS IN SQKOTQ STATE: THE TRUE STORY
t

Behind every rumour, it is said, there is an element o f  truth. For quite sometime political 
observers had suspected a slow but steady decline and erosion o f  genuine loyalty amongst the 
members o f  the Sokoto State Chapter o f ANPP. Through various actions and or inactions and 
sometimes public utterances o f  some party members, one would be left in no doubt that something 

sinister was amiss. Indeed, somewhere, somehow someone who had an interest different from that o f  
the party was up to some kind o f  mischief and was undoubtedly working in concert with forces from 
within and outside the party to achieve self centred desire at all cost.

This assumption or insinuation on the existence o f  a 'mole’ in the ruling ANPP was quick to gain 
grounds, as unfolding events began to give credence to it. Furthermore, the mystery behind the ‘mole’ 
and his co-travelers was unraveled as the days go by. However, as the law o f crises management 
dictates and as courtesy demands, care and caution needed to be applied. An incontrovertible proof 
must be established, the drained members needed to be given free hearing o f their grouse as dictated by 
the rule o f law, reconciliation of differences, compromise and consensus, acceptance o f guilt, apologies, 

' re<union and charting a way forward must all be fundamental as such.
The responsible and responsive leadership of.the ANPP in Sokoto* State under the able, 

indefatigable, veteran politician and elder statesman, Engineer Tori Aliyu, convinced beyond reasonable 
doubt that the unity o f  the party was under threat, and conscious o f  the severe consequences the 
division o f  the party will cause and befall the good people o f Sokoto State, who are by every standard 
the prime beneficiaries o f  democracy in Nigeria, swung into action as required by their positions with 
a resolve to put a final halt on the senseless drift that was beginning to tear the party apart.

Bearing in mind that behind every action is a deliberate intention, hidden or known, the ANPP 
leadership knew that the factionalization o f  the party, which is the single most potent danger, did not 
emerge in a vacuum. Neither was it a spontaneous action, rather a product o f  an intention.

Thus, the question now is whose intention is it to divide the party? And for what motive? For the 
records, the factions in question are two, namely: The Jarrria Group and the Magatakarda Group. The 
former is the State Treasurer o f  the ruling ANPP, founding member, unquestionably the backbone o f  
the party and a top confidant o f  His Excellency, the Governor. While the later is the Deputy Governor 
o f the State since 1999.

Desire and intention, if at all are not one and the same, then definitely they are closely intertwined. 
Perhaps, the only difference is that intention when pronounced/proclaimed is an advanced stage o f  
desire. Also, it is easier to conceal desire than intention. With the year 2007 around the corner, 
therefore, it is only natural for bonafide, competent and qualified party members who have the desire 
o f holding political offices, to begin signaling their intention for such. In politics, the emergence o f  
party members as contenders for party tickets at various levels comes in two ways. Either by public 
opinion [of party members] or by self declaration [through lobbying and persuasion].

However, all the aforementioned methods o f emergence o f party flag bearers are subject to the 
conditions o f [I] the election in question is the first to be contested by the party and [2] it is an 
election to ensure the continued hold on the Government by the ruling party but with clear ‘heir 
apparent to succeed the outgoing leader’.

Ideally, and all things being equal, the ANPP in Sokoto State, with all its intimidating credentials 
o f monumental successes and achievements in all facets o f  societal development, should have a sure 
banker return ticket to the Government House come 2007 and the question o f who succeeds the Great 

.Garkuwan Sokoto should not have either raised eye brows or caused any sleepless nights, needless to 
talk o f  dividing the party at the eleventh hour. Politics is a game o f  numbers and is guided by the 
philosophy o f  ‘give and take’. To some however, it is a do or die affair, that is, either me or none.

With a very good educational background, experience in the public service and tremendous goodwill, 
humility and affability to people, ALIYU MAGATAKARDA WAMAKKO, if  not for his own 
undoing, would have certainly picked on the ANPP Gubernatorial ticket by the year 2007 on a platter 
o f gold as he would have merited an automatic ticket having served as Deputy Governor for two 
consecutive terms.

Jarman  Sokoto, Dr. Ummarun Kwabo A.A. on the other hand, who in today’s Sokoto politics 
personifies the ANPP by virtue o f his political experience, invaluable contributions to the party 
financially; morally, physically and above all his unrivalled God’s gifted ability o f managing men and 
matters [administrative acumen] successfully no matter how difficult or hopeless a situation appears 
to be, would have still used his powers as the Godfather o f  the ANPP in Sokoto State to ensure the 
success o f  a Magatakarda ticket.

The question, therefore, is why then the factionalization and who engineered it?
GENESIS: The truth, it is said, can never be subdued, for no matter how hard you try, it will 

jlways insist on surfacing, just like a piece o f calabash when pressed into water. Moreover, one can 
fool some people sometimes, but truly ‘cannot fool all the people all the times.
, Though, the State ANPP was aware and in receipt o f  written, verbal as well as audio recorded 

testimonies and evidences in proof o f  the infamous and anti party roles played by Alhaji Aliyu 
Magatakarda Wamakko, the Deputy Governor o f  Sokoto State, mindful o f  the rule o f  law which 
stipulates supremacy o f  the regular dictates o f  law; equality before the law and fundamental human 
liberties [including right to fair hearing], an eight man committee was set up and inaugurated on the 
20lh o f December. 2005 under the chairmanship o f Alhaji Abdullahi Maigwandu A l’Umma to investigate, 
Verify and advise the Executives o f  the State Chapter o f  ANPP on what punitive measures to be 
taken.

The committee, at its first sitting on the 24lh o f  December, 2005, at the ANPP State Secretariat, 
trimmed down to four the numerous charges labeled against the Deputy Governor. The four charges 
are as follows:

1. CONSPIRACY AND SABOTAGE.
a. The Deputy Governor was charged for making attempts to doing rival political parties, 

unholy romance.with, and support to opponents o f  the party and the Government.
b. Sponsoring praise singers to condemn and ridicule the Government.
c. Conspicuous absence at party meetings
d. Refusing to follow the Governor’s convoy when he is traveling on official assignments and 

his perpetual failure to receive the Governor at the airport upon his return.
e. Breaching of protocol during the last State visit o f  His Excellency, the President on 20lh to 

23rd November, 2005, at both the airport reception and also failure to accompany the 
august visitor at all the places he visited.

2. DISRESPECT AND HUMILIATION OF LEADERS
Insulting and humiliating the person and office o f  the Executive Governor publicly and in 
the presence o f  party members and all the 23 Local Government Chairmen at an Executive 
meeting o f  the ANPP held on 4/08/2004 convened to address the problems o f the party. In 
his unguarded utterance, the Deputy Governor said, “I wish to assure you that His Excellency, 
the Governor [Bafarawa] is an unjust leader”.

1 3. FACTION ALIZING THE PARTY
Between the years 2003 to 2005 the Deputy Governor instigated and orchestrated the 
division o f the party via the setting up o f a self centred wing christened as “SAI SARK1N 
YAMMA” and the establishment of a foundation with the sole objective o f preparing ill- 
will and disaffection as well as hatred against Governor Bafarawa. The peak o f such shameful 
endeavour was the public protest against the Government and the ANPP leadership by his 
loyalists on the 4,h o f  March, 2004. To the chagrin o f  all, when he was asked to rebuke the 
action o f  his supporters, the Deputy Governor retorted that “they were all matured party 
members and their actions were merely an expression o f  their discontent since they were 
being pushed to the wall”. What an irony!

4. THREAT TO THE LIVES OF PARTY LEADERSHIP.
It was alleged that in June 2005, the Deputy Governor was said to have employed the 

services o f  spiritualists to destroy the lives o f  two most prominent figures in the leadership 
o f the ANPP in the State.

All the aforementioned charges were written and served to the Deputy Governor in the spirit o f  
respect for the dictates o f  rule o f  law and fair play and in order that he may prepare his defense as all 
charges are punishable under the various and relevant sections o f  the ANPP constitution. In other 
words, the Deputy Governor was invited by the committee to defend him self o f  all charges.

Though the Deputy Governor did not tum up on the date scheduled by the committee, that is, 
on the 26/12/2005, he was said to have sent an official letter headed paper referenced DGO/038/ 
VOL.l in which he claimed late receipt o f  the committee invitation and also that the invitation letter 
sent to him was ambiguous as to the date he was required to appear before the committee.

In the same letter, the Deputy Governor pleaded for more time to prepare his defense while 
refuting three out o f  the four charges labeled against him. The committee was magnanimous enough 
to oblige and give him thirty [30] unconditional days to get prepared. A letter to this effect was 
written and sent to the Deputy Governor informing him that the date for the next sitting to be 2IK| 
February, 2006 by 12.00 noon at the ANPP State Secretariat.

The committee, in its true desire for reconciliation, on the 31/01/2006 sent a reminder to the 
Deputy Governor that the grace o f  thirty days he requested and granted will expire on 02/02/2006,/ 
the appointed date for him to appear before the committee and clear himself o f  all charges hanging orf 
him. The committee also informed the Deputy Governor, in the letter, that his absence will not deter 
it from sitting on the appointed date and time.

Following the refusal o f  the Deputy Governor to either appear or send reasons/excuses for his 
absence, the committee sat on the appointed date and again did not hesitate to write the Deputy 
Governor again that formal hearing o f  complaints will begin on 04/02/2006.

In all, four witnesses appeared and testified against the Deputy Governor on the various atrocities 
committed against the party. Ironically, two o f  the four witnesses were all ANPP executives o f  
Wamakko Local Government- the Deputy Governor's immediate constituency. These are Mamman , 
Wakili [Financial Secretary o f  ANPP, Wamakko LGA] and Alhaji Bako Mai Shinkafa Dundaye [Vice 
Chairman ANPP, Wamakko LGA].

Mamman Wakili testified that the Deputy Governor told him that since the ANPP was not going 
to make him the flag bearer come 2007, and moreover the party was at the verge o f  collapsing, he will 
be decamping to NDP. Wakili also confirmed that there is division o f the ANPP in Wamakko Local 
Government along Magatakarda and Jarma lines and that belonging to the Magatakarda camp is the 
only guarantee to enjoy any benefit as a party member.

The second witness, Bako Mai Shinkafa, revealed to the committee that the Deputy Governor 
has been fanning the ambers o f  hatred among members against the leadership and that the Wamakko 
LGA ANPP executives were completely sidelined in the affairs o f  the Local Government because o f  
their refusal to act the Deputy Governor’s script. In addition, the Deputy Governor was said to have 
compelled the Local Government Chairman to allocate Hajji seat annually, which is later sold and the 
monies shared amongst Magatakarda’s loyalists.

The third and fourth witnesses who testified before the committee, Alhaji Muhtari Abdulrahman 
[Chairman, Sokoto State Youth Council] and one Tijjani Bello Lange, respectively confirmed the 
intrusion o f  Magatakarda's front men in the reception o f  His Eminence, the Sultan o f  Sokoto upon 
his return from a medical check-up outside the country. Forcing their ways into the convoy o f  the 
returning Sultan, the Magatakarda front men were shouting and chanting slogans which portrayed 
Governor Bafarawa as an enemy o f  the Sultan while Magatakarda his greatest loyalist.

Another evidence tendered before the committee was an audio recorded tape in which the Deputy 
Governor and Abubakar Gero Tsamiya were implicated as having gone to some spiritualists requesting 
for the killing o f  Governor Bafarawa and the destruction o f  Jarman Sokoto.

The committee also consulted and relied upon the following reports as additional evidences to 
the charges and testimonies [sworn],

1. Minutes o f  the State Executive meeting o f 04/08/2004
2. Police [FIR] on the breach o f  public peace by some ANPP youth on 04/03/2004
3. Programme o f  events on the presidential visit o f  20"' to 22”dNovember, 2005.
Consequent upon all these uncontestable evidences and facts in addition to the blatant refusal o f

the accused Deputy Governor to appear before the committee, despite being served sufficient notice, 
the committee found him to be guilty o f  all charges.

Thus, in accordance with the provision o f  the constitution o f  the ANPP as reviewed [2000] 
section 24.6, the following recommendations were given by the committee:

1. On the first count charge o f  CONSPIRACY AND SABOTAGE, Aliyu Magatakarda Wamakko 
was dismissed from the party.

2. On the second charge o f  DISRESPECT AND HUMILIATION OF PARTY LEADERS, 
Magatakarda’s actions are condemnable and unworthy o f  his position as a Deputy Governor.

3. On the third count chaise o f  CAUSING DIVISION IN THE PARTY, Magatakarda is banned
from holding any position in the party or in the name o f  the party as he has proved to be 
unreliable.

4. On the fourth charge o f  THREATENING THE LIVES OF PARTY LEADERS he Stands 
condemned and should be discarded as the plague he is.

WHAT A TRAGEDY?
The evidences against Aliyu Magatakarda Wamakko. the embattled Deputy Governor o f  Sokoto 

State are quite overwhelming. Much as the verdict passed on him by the eight-man committee and 
endorsed by the State ANPP Executives cannot be faulted by any right thinking person.

What is baffling however is that how could someone o f  Magatakarda’s Educational background 
and exposure descent so low as to commit such undeniable and inexplicable acts? What actually got 
into him?

Perhaps, in an attempt to employ the Machiavellian theory o f  ‘the end justifies the means’ 
Magatakarda did not read far into the book entitled: ‘The Prince’ where Machiavelli advised against 
the use o f  mercenaries.

While the knowledge o f  the fact that popular opinion in the ANPP was not on his side might have 
led him to do what he did, by begging the sympathy o f  neighbouring States leaders [who are in any 
case not at ease with the monumental achievements o f  Governor Bafarawa] and whom he found as 
willing to do anything that will jeopardize Garkuwa. He thought he could change the cause o f  events 
by hoofc or by crook.

But what Magatakarda and his co-conspirators should realize is that the consequences o f  swimming 
against the tidal waves is and will always be a disastrous one. By your own undoing, you have caused 
your political ship to capsize in the middle o f  the high sea and with no help insight. In fact, you have 
dug your own political grave and signed the closure, forever, o f  .your political career.

Remember, the ultimate measure o f  a man is not where he stands in terms o f  eomtorl and 
convenience, but where he stands in terms o f challenges and controversies.

W ritten by:

Muhammad Bello Abdullahi 
Minanata Area, Sokoto
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Akwa Ibom holds Economic Summit
Ihe Akwa ibom  state 
governm ent w ill ori 

' 3  this year, 
and

March

for 
made

to newsmen in Uyo. 
isaying that the summit which 
: is aimed at providing answers 
to the strategies for the 
development and transformation 

io f  the state, w ill afford  
•Governor Obong Victor Attah 
an opportunity to present his 
report card o f  accomplishments 

I since 1999.
The summit which will hold 

i at Ibom Hall. Dr. Ukpong said, 
wiH a lso  sen sitise  the 
participants and provide  

ieconom ic blue print for the 
forthcom ing governm ent in 
2007.

The commissioner, who is

From Edet Ekanem,
Correspondent Uyo 

also  the sta te’s summit 
coordinator, expressed  
optinjism that after the summjt, 
Akwa Ibom people will not 
only know- the true ownership 
o f the Akwa Ibom projects, but 
w ill afford the state . the 
opportunity for mass 
investment arid employment, 
adding th a t* th e  sum mit is 
organised in a manner that will 
permit participants to “talk, see 
and commit resources towards 
the realisation o f  the Akwa 
Ibom project.

He said the sum m it has 
already enjoyed the goodwill o f  
several (frganisations that have 
expressed  com m itm ent to 
partner with the government to 
organise the summit through 
sporftorship %r endorsement

o f some items o f  the summit.
These organisations according 

to the commissioner, include V- 
M obile, M obil Producing  
Nigeria Unlimited, BypmessDay 
N ew spaper, First #!^City 
M onum ent B anlSr^cfbnic  
Bank, Omega Bank {Spring 
Bank) Noble House, NNDC, 
Champion Breweries and a host 
o f others.

The com m issioner who  
described the theme o f  the 
summit, "Akw#lbom Project: 
The Em erging - Land o f  
Opportunities, as timely, said 
four practical papers that will 
be presented will provide inputs 
that will ensure the emergence 
o f Akwa Ibom state as a regional 
and global economic base. •  *

A ccording to * the 
com m issioner, President 
Olusegun Obasanjo will be 
among these who will grace the 
occasion.

T he C iv il L iberties  
Organisation (CLO), is 
to launch a signature 

cam p aign  throughout 
Nigeria against the third term 
agenda and put in place 
strategies* to frustrate the 
third term moves.

Presidents o f  CLO, Mr. 
Titus Mann, in a statement 
made available to Daily Trust 
in Jos, said the campaign was 
to “c o n v in c ih g ly
demonstrate the vehement 
opposition o f  Nigerians to 
this evil plot.”
• Though he did not give the 
exact date the campaign will 
be launched, the CLO  
president said it would be in. 
the next few days.

He added that the result o f  
the exercise would be placed 
before both the N ational

CLO launches signature
• ,

on 3rd. term

the state  
Houses o f  Assembly.

*Mr. Mann nojed with joy  
that '“a lthou gh  the ill-  
planned. hpsty restructured 
and rigged hearings were 
designed to g ive the third 
term plot a semblance o f  
popular a cc ep ta n c e ,” 
numerous state delegations 
w ho bothered* to  m ake 
presentations at the hearing, 
oppose4 the third term bid.
. He em p h asised  that 

deSpite the massive rejection 
o f  third term agenda, it was

imperative that democratic 
forces quickly consolidate on 
the demonstrated unity o f  
Nigerians against the third 
ten n  am endm ent by 
immediately embarking on an 
in ten s iv e  ' n ation w id e  
campaign against it.

The CLO p resident  
in structed  ' all the  
organisation’s zonal and state 
structures to im m ediately  
co n su lt w ith  other N on- 
Governmental Organisations, 
community and other civil 
soc iety  prganisations and 
groups within their areas to 
harm onise a c tiv itie s  and 
strategies to frustrate the 
third term agenda.
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Igbos seek own village in Bauchi
V . 1  From Tashikalmah Hallah, crisis, adding that the alloca- faulted the demand sav ins asures to address al1 security

T he Igbo community in ! C o r r e s p o a d ^ i t a g g i )  J ^  * * * * * *  governm ent o f  Kano State it’s "retrogressive” and d oei | ^ ses  *nd, tot com pensate
B̂ “ChL ha!  lI?f rulers risk beinSijaK e'forany tensjon among the Isbo com- has allocated a piece o f  land not fit into the quest for , 5 " " “  “ rThe Igbo community in 
Bauchi has asked the 
state governm ent to 
allocate to its members a piece 

o f land to be known as Igbo 
village.

This w ill ease the const­
ant loss o f  lives and prope- 

J rties during crisis, Mr. Edwin 
N w abia, president general, 
Igbo com m unity in Bauchi, 
has said.

But Senator Abubakar 
Maikafi has faulted the dem­
and, say in g  “it ’s retrogre­
ss ive” and it w ill not augur 
well for the quest for national 
integration, even  as Alhaji 
Adamu Muazu, the Governor 
has said, local governm ent 
Chairm en and traditional

From Tashikalmah Hallah,
CorrespondentlBauehi) 

rulers risk bcing iiablc f  
crisis in their domain.

Mr. Nwabia in an inter­
view  with D aily Trust Mon­
day explained that the cons­
tant loss o f  lives and prope­
rties during crisis by the Igb­
os in the state has made them 
a second  c la ss  c it iz en s  in 
their country and It has viol­
ated the tenets o f  the cons­
titu tion  w hich  guaranteed  
each citizens live any where 
within the federation.

A ccord in g  to him , the 
recent crisis has made some 
o f his members to relocate to 
other states where they think 
they w ould be safe during

tion o f  separate piece o f  land 
within the state would douse 
tension among the Igbo com­
munity.

“Some o f  my people are 
no longer confident to stay 
here. Although the Governor 
has assured us o f  our safety, 
and that he would protect us, 
however, if  we are to continue 
to stay here, government sho­
ut map out a place for the Igb­
os. Let him just give us a piece 
o f  land; let him not build any­
thing on it, but provide access 
road, water and electricity and 
w e w ould  d evelop ed  the 
place and live separately from 
our aggressors,” he added.

Ju stify in g  the dem and, 
Mr. Nwabia explained that the

governm ent o f  Kano State 
has allocated a piece o f  land 
to the Igbos in the state, and 
the jevel o f  casualties and 
loss o f  lives during crisis has 
been minimal, and added, “the 
one w e demand here would  
not be an exception”.

The president general 
lamented that the Igbo comm­
unity were the major losers in 
the cr is is , but thanked the 
governor for his assistance, 
saying that the governor has 
given them money to resettle 
those who lost their houses 
during the crisis.

However, Senator Abub­
akar Maikafi, a senator repre­
sen tin g  B auchi central,

faulted the demand, saying  
it’s “retrogressive” and does 
not fit into the quest for 
national integration.

Senator M aikafi told  
Daily Trust that “I really sym­
pathise with them, because 
truly they have lost enough  
in this unfortunate crisis. But 
that does not mean we should 
segregate , becau se  th is is 
retrogressive and does not fit 
into national integration. We 
want to remain as brothers 
and sisters. This is irresp­
ective o f  one’s belief or tribe, 
th is w hat N iger ia  w ants 
now ”.

Senator Maikafi explained 
that the Bauchi.State govern­
ment has taken adequate me-

lap ses and to com p en sate] 
those who lost their prope­
rties during the riot, adding I 
that “ Bauchi has remained a 
haven for all Nigerians and it 
shall remain so”

S im ilarly, the governor 
.h a s said that local govern­

ment chairmen and traditional 
rulers risk losing their seats if  
they allow religious crisis to 
erupt in their domain.

According to the gover­
nor, the government has been I 
losing much in payment of:  
compensation and resettling  
displaced people adding that 
the governm ent, should be | 
thinking o f  providing more j 

infrastructure to t"..e people.
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FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTRE, 
GOMBE, GOMBE STATE

STAFFVACANC1ES |
Applications are hereby invited from qualified and interested candidates for the 
following positions:<

1. CONSULTANTS
{ONE each in Histopathology, Nephrology and General Surgery}
a. ■ Minimum qualification requirements:- MBBS, in addition to professional 

qualification of the relevant Postgraduate Medical College or its equivalent 
registrable with the Medical and Dental Council o f Nigeria.

b. Salary:-HAPSS 15

MEDICAL OFFICERS/RESIDENTS - 06
a. Candidates should possess MBBS or its equivalent, registrable with the 

Medical and Dental Council in addition to having completed the NYSC 
programme.

b. Salary:- HAPSS 12

3. MEDICAL OFFICER (DENTAL) - 01
a. Candidate should possess BDS or its equivalent, registrable with the Medical 

and Dental Council o f Nigerian addition to having completed the NYSC 
programme.

b. Salary*;- HAPSS 12

4. STAFF NURSES/MIDWIVES - 20
(i) Candidates should possess the NRN and /or NRM or equivalent qualification 

and who has been duly registered with the Nursing & Midwifery Council of  
Nigeria.

(ii) Salary:- HAT1SS 6

5. RADIOGRAPHERS - 02
a. Candidates for this post should possess B.sc Radiography or its equivalent 

registrable with the Radiographers Registration Board o f Nigeria in addition
• to having completed the NYSC Programme .

b. Salary:- HATISS 8

6. MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENTISTS [In Haematology]- 02
a. Candidates should possess BMLS or its equivalent registrable with the 

N^edical Laboratory Science Council o f Nigeria in addition to having
completed the NYSC programme

* \

7. PHARMACISTS - 02
a.- Candidates should possess B. Pharm registrable with the Pharmacy Council 

of Nigeria in addition to having completed NYSC programme.
b. Salary:- HATISS 9

8. COMPUTER PROGRAMME ANALYST - 01
Candidate^ should posses B.sc/HND in Computer or its equivalent, in addition 
to having completed NY SC programme and 5years of experience in computer 
programming.
Ability to design/develop software in visual programming environment. 
Knowledge o f hardware repairs / maintenance.
Ability to implement and maintain VS AT/VOIP Installation 
Salary:- HATISS 8

a.

e.

CONDITION OF SERVICE:- 4 s obtained in other Federal Tertiary Health 
Institutions in Nigeria.

METHOD OF APPLICATION:- Ten. copies each of type written applications, 
Curriculum Vitae and relevant credentials addressed to:<

THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR,
FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTRE,
P.M.B. 0037, GOMBE, GOMBE STATE.

Candidates should ask three of their referees to submit their report directly to the 
address above.

CLOSING DATE:- FOUR  weeks from the date o f this advertisement. Only 
short-listed candidates will be contacted for interviews.

NOTE: Those that applied already need not apply again.

SIGNED:
M ANAGEM ENT

!  '

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION

Central Business District 
Tower 421, Constitution Avenue, Abuja ~

P U B L IC  N O T IC E

RE: MINIMUM CAPITAL ADEQUACY- 
SEC DISOWNS LIST

Our attention has been drawn to a publication in a weekly news 
magazine, entitled: “ SEC Axe D angles” published on the 20th 
o f  February, 2006.

The article stated that the Director-General, M usa AI-Faki, was 
“set to kick out market operators who failed to meet the stipulated 
capital base” required for operating in the Nigerian capital market, 
while also listing the names o f  “successful” stock broking firms.

It is important to set the record straight. Although, the management 
is addressing the issue o f capital adequacy and has in the process 
released a summary o f  the level o f  compliance with the minimum 
paid-up capital requirement by market operators, the Commission 
wishes to reiterate that, at no time has it released the names o f 
“successful stock broking firms” to the public.

The list published by the magazine is therefore not authentic, 
especially as a num ber o f  market operators who have not met the 
capital adequacy are listed.

The Commission is not unaware that some unscrupulous persons, 
who might want to depress the positive intention o f this exercise, 
would want to create systemic panic among the investing public 
by attempting to confuse the process.

W hile restating our commitment to pursue the on-going financial 
sector reforms systematically and logically, the management o f 
the Securities and Exchange Commission is presently reviewing 
documents filed by the market operators with a view to ensuring 
that operators are adequately capitalized, to function in the capacity 
for which they were registered.

The general public should therefore be assured that adequate 
oversight measures have been put in place to ensure investor’s 
protection.

An au then tic  list o f com pliance shall be m ade public  in due 
co u rse .

Signed:
M an ag em en t

A nnouncer
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A man wheels cartons past a burnt worship centre at Onitsha. A fem a le  woman and her daughter took on where they take refuge i
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F ire  in c id e n t in  m e c h a n ic  w o rksh o p  a n d  spare p a r ts  sec tion  a t O riapata , K a d u n a  ...re cen tly  
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Pic: Shehu K. G oro

T he K ano S tate H igh 
C ourt p resided over by 
Justice A udu A boki has 

! f ixed  A pril 5th th is y ea r for 
: con tinuation  o f  hearing  in a 
N 300m  libel suit filed by  the 

| P e o p le s  D e m o c ra tic  P a rty  
(PD P) against the K ano State 
o w n e d  p r in t  m e d iu m , th e  

| Triumph new spapers.
It w ou ld  be recalled that the 

P D P  la s t  w e e k  s u e d  th e  
n e w s p a p e r ,  its  m a n a g in g  
d ire c to r  an d  o th e rs  o v e r  a 
publication  w hich portrayed  
th a t th e  PD P card  ca rrie s  a 
sym bol o f  cross w hich  the 
party described as defam atory 
to  its grow ing popularity in the 

I country.
Speaking to  p ressm en after

From Aliyu S. Machika
C o rresp o n d en t (K ano)

th e  a d jo u r n m e n t ,  a  P D P  
chieftain, A lhaji Sule Lam ido, 
stated that such a publication  
w h ic h  p o r t r a y s  P D P  a s  a  
C h r is tia n  p a r ty  is s e r io u s , 
u n f a i th f u l ,  m i s c h i e f  a n d  
capable o f  arousing  religious 
crisis in the state, saying, “ I 
th ink K ano  has had  enough  
o f  such crisis .”

He added that the party  has 
e a r l ie r  d e m a n d e d  th e  
n e w s p a p e r ,  i ts  m a n a g in g  
d irec to r and o thers to  reject 
the stOry and to apolog ize for 
w hat they did but they refused, 
“upon w hich w e felt seriously 
concerned  and took the case

to court p raying that the eourt 
w ill do ju s tice  over the w hole 
scenario .”

Alhaji Lanaido also said the 
im p re s s io n  g iv e n  b y  su ch  
pub lica tion  w as that w e the 
PD P mem bers are not Muslims, 
adding “that such statem ent is 
very  dan g ero u s bo th  to  o u f . 
personality, the party and the 
co n tin u ed  p eace fu l c o e x is ­
te n c e  o f  N ig e r ia  a s  a o n e  
political entity.”

A c c o rd in g  to  h im , th e  
m isch ie f done by the paper is 
d angerous as to  tu rn  upside 
dow n the P D P ’s card  ju s t to 
tell readers that the card carried 
a  sym bol o f  cross on it, saying 
that insinuation is to tally  lies 
and m isleading as it w as only

done in o rder to  m aneuver the 
design on the card  to  look like 
a sym bol o f  cross.

T h e  c h ie f ta in  f u r th e r  
q u e r ie d  th e  p u b l i c a t io n ,  
saying it is an im plication for 
us a n d  v e ry  d a n g e ro u s ,  
especially  looking at N igeria 
and  all the po litical opposi­
t io n s ,  e m o t io n s ,  a n d  th e  
relig ious intrigues. H e said  it 
w as not fair and very irrespon­
sible for som ebody  o r even an 
organ isation  to  m ake such a 
statem ent o r publication.

He therefore prayed that the 
c o u rt w o u ld  do e v e ry th in g  
p o s s ib le  to  d e a l w ith  th e  
s i tu a t io n  in  o rd e r  to  s to p  
fu r th e r  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  th e  
publication.

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Govt wants broadcasting 
to go digital

T h e  M in is t e r  o f  
Inform ation. Frank N. 
N w eke  Jnr. has said  

that the federal governm ent is 
com m itted to  m aking sure that 
b ro a d c a s tin g  sy s tem  in the 
country em braces the digitali­
sation.

S p e a k in g  a t a tw o -d a y  
sem inar o rgan ised  yesterday 
by the N ational B roadcas-ting 
C o m m iss io n  in A bu ja , the 
m inister said the digital system 
in the m ass m edia is im portant 
to N igeria if  the country m ust 
s u c c e e d  a lo n g  th e . l in e  o f  
dem ocracy and governance.

S p e a k in g  on  th e  to p ic  
“ Preparing for the digital future 
in broadcasting,” the m inister 
said virtually m edia industry in 
o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  h a d  b een  
transform ed along this line.

H e en u m era ted  co u n tr ie s  
like A m erica, Europe, Canada, 
S ingapore, Taiwan, A ustralia 
etc and m any others, adding

By S h u a ib  Y ahva,

Speaking on the significance 
ofthetransfonnation. the regional 
sale director, Harris Corporation. 
Mr. Victor D.H Reardon, said that 
the digital transm ission gave 
room  for the transm ission on 
handset, computer, television, 
radio, satellite, internet.

H e sa id  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  
e m b a rk e d  on  th e  sy s te m  
b e c a u se 'it prov ided  a  w ide- 
range opportun ity  fo r quick 
dissemination o f  information to 
different regions o f  the society.

H ead o f  T echnology, Na*- 
tional Broadcasting C om m is­
sion, Yomi Bolrinwa said digital 
b ro a d c a s t in g  w a s  a lo n g , 
com plex  and expensive pro­
cess because it w ill affect about 
1000 transm itters at 200 sites 
w hich w ill eventually  caus^ 
everybody to buy new  T V  sets 
fo r  re c e iv in g  th e  d ig i ta l

Som e o f  the participants at the Lagos Zonal Interactive sessions o f  the Presidential Committee on the Consolidation o f  
\ Emoluments in the public sector ...recently Pic: O ladipupo O dunew u

PDP vs Triumph newspapers: 
Court adjourns to 5th April

that N igeria cannot be left out. transm ission program m es.

Northern leaders 
tasked on education

F ro m  M oham m ed  A b u b ak ar, in Gombe

T he form er governor o f  the defunct N orth-W estern State, 
A lh a ji U sm an  F aru k , im p lo red  sta te  g o v e rn o rs  o f  
N o rth e rn  N ig e ria  to focus on th e  e s tab lish m en t o f  

schools o f  higher learning w ith a view  to bridging the educational 
gap betw een the region and o ther states in the Southern part o f  
the country.

Speaking to new sm en in G om be on M onday, A lhaji U sm an 
Faruk, w ho  is also  a retired  com m issioner o f  police, said  it w as 
the re sp o n sib ility  o f  the e lite  in th e  N orth  to  en su re  that 
education is g iven priority  as it is the only  w ay  to  succeed in 
life.

C o m m en d in g  G o v e rn o r M uham m ad  D an ju m a  G o je  fo r 
establishing G om be State University, the pioneer chairm an o f  the 
m ovem ent for the C reation o f  G om be State said establishing the 
university w as one o f  the 18 points expected to be achieved after 
the creation o f  states.

H e suggested that all political office-holders and o ther elite in 
the society m ust build an educational institution in their locality 
as a  w ay o f  ensuring that education is m ade easily accessible to 
everybody.

“ I call on states that d idn ’t have their universities to do so 
im m ediately because this is the only w ay w e can catch up with 
our counterparts in the South. The establishm ent o f  G om be State 
U niversity is a w elcom e developm ent that should be com m ended 
by all,” said the form er governor.

H e said he knew  how  difficult it is to  operate w hen there is no 
sufficient m anpow er because, “w hen I w as governor in w hat is 
now  Kebbi, Zam fara, Sokoto, Niger, K ebbi and som e parts o f  
A buja, w e had only five indigenous graduates. For any governor 
now  to establish a  state university, it show s how  m uch he loves 
the progress o f  his people.”

He described as ignorant critics o f  the project, saying, it is 
nevfer a  m isplaced priority for any state to have its university, as 
no investm ent on education is a  waste.

SOLAR ENERGY SOLUTIONS
1 . Soter Streetlights,. Traffic, Security & Billboard Lights
2. Solas Boreholes, W ater Pumps &  W ater systems
3. Soiar Vaccine/Blood Storage Refrigerators for hospitals
4. Solar Domestic DC Refrigerators
5. Soiar Electric Hom e systems/Solar Generators
6. Solar Telecommunication Pow er systems
7 . Soiar Rurai Electrification systems '
8. Solar Powered Swim m ing Pools systems

0803- 308-4016
LHP ENGINEERING LTD.______________



1

Tuesday, February, 28 2006 l> u ily  T r u s t Page 41

Rivers State Deputy Governor, Sir Gabriel Toby (in cap) with his aides inspecting level o f  work on the N i l .8 billion Ogoiti- 
Andoni-Opobo Unity road ...recently. j | t ! •

AIICO move to meet NAICOM’s 
N5bn capital base requirement

de flijn:
oye is.1 b

A IIC O  In su rance  P ic ’s 
m oV es td  m e e t th e  
N a tio n a l i n s u r a n c e  

C om m ission  (N A IC O M ), N5 
b illion  cagjtal base  m in im um  
re q u ire m e n t fo r  in su ra n c e  
firm s in the co m posite  b u s i­
n e s s ,  o p e n s  W e d n e s d a y , 
M arch 1s t.

A c co rd in g  to  th e  c h a ir­
m an o f  A IIC O , C h ie f  O ladele 
Fajem irokun , on that date, its 
o ffe r fo r subscrip tion  o f  2.2 
billion  o rd in ary  shares o f  50 
kobo  each  and  rig h ts  issue  
o f  1 .4  o rd in ary  shares o f  50 
kobo each N 2 per share will 
kick off. |

T he  cha irm an  w ho. a ired  
th is  d u rin g  th e  c o m p a n y ’s 
com pletio jn  boa^d- m e e tin g  
said  the o ffe r w h ich  opens on 
W ed n esd ay  M arch  1. w ill 
c lose on  A pril 7 .2 0 0 6 .

As he in fo rm ed , the jo in t 1 
issuing M ouses for the o f f e j '- 
include P ro found  Securities j 
L im ited ,/M agnartis  F inance! 
I n v e s tm e n t  L im ite d  a n d ;  
^ terling  B ank Pic.

T he  c o m p a n y  sp e lt o u t | 
that p roceeds from  the offer} 
w as to  m eet N A IC O M  man-; 
d a te  as w ell as fo r businessj 
e x p a n s io n ,  in f o r m a t io  
t e c h n o lo g y  u p g r a d e  an  
w orking capital.

S p e a k in g  a t th e  event* 
f o r m e r  C e n t r a l  B a n k  o f  
N igeria (C A N ) G overnor, Dr. 
Joseph  Sanusi, en do rsed  the

Front Bright Ewulu, Lagos

o ffe r  an d  s ta ted  that: g iv en  
A IIC O ’s stay  in the insurance 
s e c to r  th a t  in v e s to r s  a re  
b o u n d  to  r e a p  g o o d  
d iv id en d s.

H ow ever, he stressed  that- 
■his co n fid en ce  in  th e : o ffe r 
stem m ed from  the confidence-

h e fh a s  o n  m e m b e rs  o f  its 
b oard  and  m an ag em en t and 
exp ressed  the hope th a t that 
co n fid en ce  is no t m isp laced .

[T he M an ag in g  D irector, 
C o n tin e n ta l R e -In s u ra n c e , 
C h ie f  A . O . A dejom o, in his 
in te rven tion , p ra ised  A IIC O  
fo r  c o m in g  to  th e  c a p ita l  
m a rk e t b e fo re  o th e r  in su r-

s, say in g  th a t the 
bound  to  be  succe-

No end in ILG tenure in Kano
i o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t

an 
m o ' 
ssfb l. j

j A lsd , he  op ined  tha t w ith  
a  H u g e ,cap ita l b ase , in su r­
ance  com pan ies  in th e  cou  
ntrV
r e tu ___
n eed ec  
profit.

M M

wil in future, m ake better 
rn s f as  th e y  w ill  h a v e  

c a p a c i ty  to  b o o s t

25 African countries 
may face water scarcity

t %/

-  ObasanjoBy J o e  O ro y e

P r e s id e n t  O lu s e g u n  
O b asan jo  yeste rd ay  in 
A b u ja  h in ted  th a t 25 

A f r ic a n  c o u n tr ie s !  m a y  
experien ce  w a te r scarc ity  in 
the nex t 30 years.

H e sta ted  th is w h ije  d ec l­
a ring  open  the in ternational 
c o n fe ren ce  on .“W ater S ec ­
urity  and  H ydro log ica l E x tr­
em es  T o w ard s  S u s ta in a b le  
D evelopm ent in A frica ."

A c c o rd in g  ito P re s id e n t 
O b a s a n jo ,  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  
av a ilab le  w ate r is declin ing  
and  the m anagem en t o f  the 
w a te r re so u rces is w eak  due 
to  several factors that-include 
w e a k  in s t i tu t io n a l  b a s e , 
an tiq u a te d  financ ia l re s o u ­
rces, lack o f  user involvem ent 
an d  in e f f ic ie n t re g u la to ry  
fram ew orks.

T he defects; and adverse  
effec ts  o f  all the  m en tioned  
basic fac to rs resu lted  in the 
m ajo r w ate r resource m anag ­
e m e n t  g a p s  in  A f r ic a ,  he 
no ted . ■ !

T he  g aps, the p re s id en t 
said, includes lim ited storage, 
d e g r a d e d  j w a te r s h e d ,  
in e f f ic ie n t  u t i l i s a t io n  an d  
d e te r io ra tin g  w ater'quality .

T he co n tinen t, (ie sta ted , 
has re sponded  as v igo rously  
as p o ss ib le  toj the$e  c h a ll­
en g e s  a s  th e  j^ fr ic a  W ate r 
V ision represen ts th<) reg io n ’s 
response  to  its w ate r crises, 
w h ile  the  financia l resou rces 
re q u ire d  fo r a c h ie v in g  th e  
ta rg e ts  o f  th e  Visior and  the 
M ille n n iu m  p e v e  o p m e n t 
G oals a re  considerab le .

T he A frican  W ater T ask 
Force c rea ted  to  help  im p l­
em en t th e  v is ion , th e re fo re  
re c o m m e n d e d  th ^  e s ta b l i ­
shm en t o f  th e  ^ f r ic a n  W ater

IFacility  (A W F) to  the A frican 
M in isters C ouncil on W ater 
(A M C O W ) w h ich  recen tly  
s e t  u p  th e  A frican ! W a te r ;  
F ac ility  w ith  the o b jec tive  o f  j 
m o b ilis ing  needed  resources 
to f inance  e stab lished  ac tiv ­
ities in the w ate r sector, he 
said . i

T h e  p re s id e n t re v e a le d  
that the A frican D evelopm ent 
B a n k  h a s  th e r e f o r e  b e e n  
en tru sted  to  host the facility  
a n d  ta k e  c h a r g e  o f  its  - 
adm in is tra tion , j

P res iden t O b isa n jo  th e r­
efore urged U N ESC O  to w ork 
h a rd e r  on  th e  c o m p ila tio n  
and  developm ent! o f  a  da ta- 
base  o f  A fric an  e x p e rts  in i 
hydro logy  and  w a te r re so u ­
rces fo r U N E S C O 's  In te rna t­
iona l H y d ro lo g i ia l  P ro g r ­
amme.

This he added, w 'ould pro­
vide access  to  w a te r .sc ien ­
tis ts  a n d  p ro f e s s io n a ls  in 
Africa. ■

A lso, P residen t C^basanjo 
urged  U N E S C O  no t to  leave j 
A frica ou t o f  the in itia tive on 
e s ta b l is h in g  W a te r-re la te d  
cen tres  w o rld w id e  asipart o f  
th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  a 
g loba l w a te r ed u ca tio n  and 
cap ac ity  b u ild ing  agenda.

H e th e n  d re w  th e  a t t e ­
n tion  o f  U N E SC O  tcjthe u rg ­
ent need  to facilitate jthe em e­
rgence  o f  a w a te r in s titu te  in 
s u b - S a h a r a n  A f r i c a  th a t  
c o u ld  b e  u p -g ra d e d  in to  a 
U N E S C O  w a te r  c 'en tre  to  
becom e the tra in ing  hub  for 
the A frican  reg io n ./N ig e ria , 
he s ta ted , is re ad y  to  o ffe r  
fac ilities fo r such an institu te  
in co llab o ra tio n  and  p a rtn e ­
rship w ith U N E SC O , he said.

i counc ils  in  Kan<j) state  
'c o n t i n u e  w itl j  th ^  

p resen t chairm en  fo r as Ion* 
as thd p resen t adm in is tra tiop  
o f  M alam  Ib rah im  S h^karab  
d ic ta te d ,  a D a ily ' -T rust 
inves tiga tion  has repealed.Ij 

T lje law  that cou ld  lim it 
the tenure o f  the p resen t local 
governm en t counc ils  is yet ,to 
be en ac ted  into laW By t(ie 
p resen t adm in is tra tio n  in the 
sta te . ! j j

C om peten t sources in the 
s t a t e ’s lo c a l  g o v e rn m e n t  
m in is try  h in ted  D aily Trlist 
that the date push ing  for such 
a law by the p resen t ad m in i­
stra tio n  is n o t un co n n ec ted  
w ith  the second  term  agenda 
o f  M alam  Ib rah im  Shekarau  
w ho  has vow ed  at a function  
soon  a f te r  h is e lec tio n  th a t 
the w as no t g o ing  to  seek  for 
a second  term .

“ T h e  p re s e n t c h a irm e n

From Musa Umar kazaure, Kano

h a y e  b e e n  in s t r u c t e d  to  
p rep a re  the g rounds fo r his 
re -e lec tio n . E ach  ch a irm an  
has- been  a ssu red  a  second  
terrp  too  w hen  they  fina lly  
alloW a law  to be passed  end ­
ing th e  p resen t local g o v ern ­
m e n t t e n u r e ,”  th e  s o u rc e  
added .

W hen con tac ted , the cha­
irm an o f  K ano Independent 
E le c to r a l  C o m m is s io n  
(K A N S IE C ), A lh a ji D urba  
w ould  no t com m ent on w'hen 
the tenure  o f  the presen t local 
g o v e rn m e n t c h a irm e n  w ill 
end.

B u t G o v e rn m en t H ouse  
s o u r c e s  h in te d  c o r r e s p ­
o n den ts  th a t a  law  is in  the 
o ffing  to  stipu la te  the d u ra ­
tion  o f  th e  p resen t local go v ­
e rn m e n t  c o u n c il  in  K an o  
s ta te ,  b u t n o t d id  n o t say  
w hen.

Kdduna State Commissioner o f  Science and Technology, Mr. Mato Dary Dogara, right 
discussing with Hon. M oham m ed Ali, Deputy Chairman, House Committee on National 
Planning and Economic Development, at the sensitisation workshop on Statistic A ct and  
Stbtistical M aster Plan, held in Kaduna ...recently. Pix: Shehn K. Goro.
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O u r  d is a s te r s  a r e
<

m a n -m a d e
-  N E M A  b o s s

T h e  d ir e c to r - g e n e r a l  
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
E m e rg e n c y  M a n a g ­

e m e n t  A g e n c y  (N E M A ) , 
A lh a j i  S .S . M a k a r f i ,  h a s  
d e s c r i b e d  m o s t  o f  th e  
d is a s te r s  in  th e  c o u n tr y  a s  
m an -m ad e .

A lh a j i  M a k a r f i ,  w h o  
w a s  s p e a k in g  to  n e w s m e n  
y e s t e r d a y  in  A b u ja ,  s a id  
t h e  c r i s e s  in  O n i t s h a ,  
M a i d u g u r i  a n d  B a u c h i  
w e r e  c o n t r o l l a b l e  a n d  
u n n e c e s s a ry .

H e s a id  e v e ry b o d y  w as  
a s t a k e h o ld e r  in  d is a s te r  
m a n a g e m e n t,  p o in t in g  to  
th e  ro le  o f  th e  s ta te s ,  lo c a l

F ro m  S h u a i b u  Y ah y a

g o v e r n m e n ts ,  th e  p o l i c e  
a n d  th e  in d iv id u a l .

M a k a r f i  s a id  a l th o u g h  
r e l i e f  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  
u n d e rw a y  to  th e  t r o u b le d  
s p o ts ,  h e , h o w e v e r , a d d e d  
th a t  “ p re v e n t io n  is b e t t e r  
th a n  c u r e .”

A c c o r d i n g  to  h im ,  
P r e s i d e n t  O l u s e g u n  
O b a s a n jo  h a s  d ir e c te d  th a t 
N E M A  b e  g iv e n  an  a irc ra f t 
f o r  e a s y  a c c e s s  to  so m e  o f  
th e  c e n tr e s .

H e  s a i d  t h e  a g e n c y  
w o u ld  d is tr ib u te  te n  t r a i le r  
lo a d  o f  r e l i e f  m a te r ia ls  to

B a u c h i, tw e lv e  to  O n its h a , 
t w e l v e  to  A s a b a  a n d  
tw e lv e  to  M a id u g u r i .

M a k a r f i s a id  N ig e r ia n s  
s h o u ld  b e  e d u a te d  o n  th e  
p re v e n t io n  a n d  c o n tr o l  o f  
d is a s te r  in  th e  c o u n try .

O n  th e  r e l ig io u s  c r i s is  
in  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
c o u n try , th e  N E M A  b o s s  
s a i d  “ r e g a r d l e s s  o f  o u r  
d if f e re n c e s ,  w e  sh o u ld  p u t 
it in  m in d  th a t  w e  a re  o n e  
a n d  N ig e r ia  is o n e .”

H e a d d e d  th a t  th e  ta sk  
o f  m o v i n g  th e  c o u n t r y  
f o r w a r d  w a s  n o t  t h a t  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  a lo n e ,  b u t  a 
c o l le c t iv e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .

Kaduna residents cry out over 
parking of petrol tankers

R e s id e n ts  o f  M a la li  
a r e a  in  K a d u n a  
n o r t h  l o c a l  g o v ­

e rn m e n t  a re a ,  h a v e  ra i s e d  
a la rm  o v e r  th e  d a n g e r  o f  
p a r k i n g  p e t r o l  t a n k e r s  
w i th  h ig h ly  in f la m m a b le  
p r o d u c t s  in  a d j o i n i n g  
s t r e e ts  in  th e  a re a .

A n  S O S  l e t t e r  to  th e  
> c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  a r e a  s ig n e d  
b y  V in g - C o m m a n d e r  U S  
S u le im a n  an d  c o p ie d  to  th e  
d i s t r i c t  h e a d  d r e w  th e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  
a u th o r i t ie s  to  th e  d a n g e rs  

1 p o s e d  to  l i v e s  a n d  
p r o p e r ty  b y  s u c h  u n s a f e  

i a c t.
T h e  le t te r  re a d s  in p a rt:

! “ M a y  I d r a w  y o u r  
a t t e n t i o n  a n d  th a t  o f  a l l  

i s t a k e h o l d e r s  r e s id e n t  in  
B a d a r a w a  a b o u t  th e  
u n m i t ig a te d  d a n g e r  in  o u r

F r o m  S a n i  B a b a d o k o ,
R eg io n a l E ditor, K adu n a

m id s t .
“ I t  h a s  b e c o m e  ir r e s i s t ­

i b l y  n e c e s s a r y  to  p u t  
a c ro s s  to  y o u  th e  f e e l in g s  
o f  m o s t  p e o p le  a b o u t th e  
b e h a v io u r  o f  t r a i l e r  d r iv ­
e rs  in  o u r  r e s id e n t i a l  a re a .

“ T h e  t r a i l e r  d r i v e r s  
h a v e  fo rm e d  th e  h a b it  o f  
p a r k i n g  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s  
la c e d  w ith  P M S  (p e tro l an d  
o th e r  p e t r o le u m  p ro d u c ts ,  
th a t in  th e  e v e n t o f  an y  f ire  
o u t b r e a k  f r o m  t h e s e  
v e h ic l e s  w o u ld  p o s e  arc 
g r e a t  d a n g e r  to  o u r  liv e s  
a n d  p ro p e r ty .

“ T h is  is  a p r e r e q u is i te  
fo r  a n a rc h y . T h e  p a r t ic u la r  
a re a s  I am  r e f e r r in g  to  is 
W u rn o  ro a d , s ta r t in g  fro m  
t h e  N i g e r i a n  D e f e n c e  
A c a d e m y  (N D A ) b u s  s to p .

“ C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  I am

a p p e a l in g  to  th e  a u th o r i ­
t ie s  to  d o  a ll  in  th e i r  p o w ­
e rs , e s p e c ia lly  to  ta k e  n e c ­
e s s a ry  s te p s  to  a v e r t  a n y  
m a y h e m  w h ic h  m a y  a r is e  
f ro m  th is  n e g l ig e n t  a t t i ­
tu d e ” .

B a re ly  th i r ty  d a y s  a g o , 
th e  s t a te  g o v e r n m e n t  d i ­
r e c t e d  t a n k e r  d r i v e r s  to  
s to p  p a r k i n g  w i th i n  th e  
K a d u n a  to w n s h ip  to  a v e r t  
a n y  m is h a p  in  th e  e v e n t o f  
f i re  o u tb re a k .

A ro u n d  th e  v ic in i ty  o f  
th e  a re a  a t  M a la li  a re  th e  
N a tio n a l P o p u la t io n  C o m ­
m i s s i o n ,  o f f i c e  H a l a l  
F o u n ta in  H o te l ,  K a d u n a  
I n te r n a t io n a l  S c h o o l a n d  
th e  B a d a ra w a  H e a lth c a re  
C e n t r e  a n d  th e  K a d u n a  
S ta te  M e d ia  C o rp o ra t io n ,  
vr a d io  s tu d io s ) .

 I l K ^
The Nigerian Am bassador A lha ji M usa Ibrahim n recently visited the N ational War College. Here, 
he is being received by the com m andant o f  the college, Rear A dm iral Arthony Isa in his office.

COMMITTEE OF FCT IMAMS
C O N T A C T  A D D R ESS: W U S E  JU M A ’A M O S Q U E ,  OPP. M IN IS T R Y  O F  F O R E IG N  A FFA IR S, 

Z O N E  3, P.O. BO X  7468, W U S E ,  A B U JA .
T el: 0804-3 1 3 9 3 9 5 ,  0803-3119264 ,  0803 -6 7 8 7 2 3 8  0803-3115506  

E -m a i l :  f c t lm a m s fg 1 v a h o o .c o m

C O M M U N IQ U E ISSU ED AT TH E END OF THE SECO ND  
C O NFERENC E O F FCT IM AM S AT THE C O NFERENC E HALL  
O F TH E NATIO NA L M O SQ U E, A BU JA  27,h - 28 " M UH AR RA M  

1427(AH) 25,h - 26"' FEBRUARY 2006.

The second conference o f  the Committee o f FCT Imams (CFI) took place on 27lh- 28,hMuharrain 
1427 AH (25"’ - 26"’ February, 2006) at the Conference Hall o f  the National Mosque, Central Area, 
Abuja with over two hundred and fifty Imams and scholars in attendance.

2. Facilitated by an NGO, Islamic Peace and Development Initiative (IPDI), the workshop was 
also attended by Scholars and Imams from Niger, Kano, Plateau, Kaduna and Nasarawa States. 
Among dignitaries that attended the conference were:

i. The Executive Governor o f  Kano State, Alhaji Ibrahim Shekarau;
ii. The Director General o f the State Security Service, Alhaji L. K. Are (Represented);
iii. FCT Police Commissioner, Mr. Lawrence Alobi fwc
iv. Justice Bashir A. Wali (rtd)
v. Professor Sani Zahraddeen; <
vi. Sheikh Ibrahim Umar Kabo
vii. Dr. Mohammed Bashir Ibrahim
viii. Justice Sidi Bage
ix. Alhaji Husaini Ahmad Mahuta
x. Alhaji Kabir Yusuf Yaradua

3. The theme o f  the workshop was Education and Security for the Nigerian Ummah. Seven well 
articulated papers were presented expounding this theme by respectable personalities. They include 
Alhaji Ibrahim Shekarau, the Executive Governor o f  Kano State, the Director General o f  the State 
Security Service (SSS), the FCT Police Commissioner, Mr. Lawrence Alobi, Sheikh Tukur Muhammad 
Adam (Kaduna), Sheikh Ibrahim Umar Kabo (Kano), Sheikh Tajuddeen Muhammad Bello (Abuja), 
Sheikh Muhammad Khamis (Jos).

4. At the end o f the Conference, participants:
i. Welcomed the determination o f the FCT Committee o f Imams and exhorted Imams from 
all parts o f  Nigeria to emulate this important contribution to Islam;
ii. Condemned anybody, organization or government associated with the “cartoons o f  
Denmark” and reiterated an earlier call for the Nigerian Government to cut o ff diplomatic relations 
with the Danish and Norwegian governments with immediate effect;
iii. Directed Muslims to boycott all Danish and Norwegian products;
iv. Noted with satisfaction the contributions o f the Committee in averting religious and inter­

tribal crises so far within the FCT and pledged to collaborate with all authorities, 
organizations nd persons in promoting this important ideal o f  Islam;

v. Pointed out however, that the self-restrain o f  the Muslim Ummah must never again be 
insulted. In this regard, the Committee appreciated the reaction o f  the Christian Association 
o f  Nigeria (CAN) and Jama’atu Nasril Islam (JNI) as well as all well <meaning persons 
who condemned the Danish cartoons. The Committee looks forward to any vertical and 
horizontal dialogue for the maintenance o f  the peace;

vi. Appreciated the choice o f “Education and Security for the Nigerian Ummah’' as the 
theme o f  the Conference, noting that the provision o f both education and security were 
the primary functions o f  government and the yardstick with which its performance is 
measured;

vii. Condemned the manner hajj 2005 was carried out and demanded that government investigates 
and punishes those responsible for the calamity that befell Nigerian Muslims during the
exercise;

viii. Welcomed the proposed creation o f the Hajj Commission and called on those responsible 
to hasten the process so as to avoid the type o f disastrous fallouts o f previous misadventures 
in the hajj exercise;

ix. Called on government to reconsider the criteria for selecting teachers at all levels to include 
morality as a major index;

5. The Conference expressed appreciation to the ISLAMIC PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT  
INITIATIVE who facilitated this momentous gathering and pleads with other bodies that have 
similar objectives to emulate this deed.

6. The Committee o f FCT Imams (CFI) expressed appreciations to all those who attended the 
Conference from all parts o f Nigeria. The Committee wishes to thank especially the following:
i.
ii.

iv.
v.

His Excellency, the Executive Governor o f Kano State, Alhaji Ibrahim Shekarau; 
The State Security Service;
The FCT Commissioner o f  Police; ,
Retired Justice Bashir A. Wali (Chairman, Board o f  Trustees, IPDI) i
All members o f the organizing Committee. t

S igned :
Sheikh T ajuddeen M. Bello 

C h a irm an
Is 'h a q  Y. Zango 

S e c re ta ry



Muslims tasked on philanthropic services
"u s lim s h av e  been  
c a l l e d  u p o n  to  
f u r th e r  c o m m it  

lem seTves to  the w e lfa re  o f  
m ankind.

In  a n  e ig h t - p o i n t  
re so lu tion  o f  the m em bers  o f  
th e  M u ja h id u n a t F il Is lam  
S ocie ty  o f  N ig eria  (M U FIS), 
P iw oy i v illag e  b ranch  o f  the 
F C T  co unc il a t the end  o f  its 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  a w a r e n e s s  
w o rk s h o p  h e ld  a t  P iw o y i 
C en tra l M osque, the Is lam ic 
o rg an iza tio n  po in ted  ou t that 
g o o d  n e ig h b o r l i n e s s  a n d  
co m m itm en ts  to  com m un ity  
im p ro v e m e n t h a v e  sp e c ia l 
rew ard  before  G od A lm ighty.

T o d e m o n s t r a t e  th e i r  
con v ic tio n , th e  m em bers d id  
no t on ly  ensh rine  th is in the ir 
by-law  bu t em barked  on road 
rep a ir w ork  in the v illage.

Im am  o f  the Islam ic body, 
U staz Suleim an A korede, and 
th e  specia l guest o f  honou r 
a t  th e  o c c a s io n .  B r o th e r  
A b d u lfa tia  A d ed iran  o f  the 
NTA  A b u ja ,  e n c o u r a g e d  
M u s l im s  to  s e e k  
im p r o v e m e n t  o f  th e i r  
o rg an iza tio n  so  long  as it is 
in line w ith  the sunnah.

O th e r reso lu tions th a t the 
s o c i e ty  c a m e  o u t  w ith  
include: the need for M uslim s 
to  s h u n  c o r r u p t io n ,

:F rom  A b d u l g a f a r  G b o b a n iy i ,
P ro p e rty  D esk  

m i s a p p r o p r ia t io n  a n d
a r b i t r a r y  s p e n d in g  o f  th e  
o rg a n iz a tio n ’s fu n d s . T h ey  
r e a s o n e d  th a t  la c k  o f  
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d
accountab ility  a t such m acro­
lev e l s t il l m a n ife s ts  i f  n o t 
c u r t a i l e d  w h e n  s u c h  
individual becom es a national 
leader.

T h e  s o c i e ty  a ls o  
id e n t i f i e s  i t s e l f  w ith  th e  
o n g o in g  g o v e r n m e n t  
r e fo rm s , su c h  a s  th e  a n t i ­
c o rru p tio n  c ru sad e  an d  the 
u p  c o m in g  n a t io n a l  
p o p u la t io n  h e a d c o u n t a n d  
ca lled  on  M uslim s to  com e 
ou t on  m asse  be counted .

T h e  so c ie ty  a lso  c a lle d  
on  M uslim  paren ts  to  ensu re  
a w ell in teg ra ted  Is lam ic  and

W e s te rn  e d u c a t io n
p ro g ram m e in the co u rse  o f  
t r a in in g  th e i r  c h i ld re n . I t 
arg u ed  th a t w ith  th e  sou n d  
m oral teach in g  o f  Is lam  and  
decen t m ean s o f  liv e lih o o d  
th a t th e  w e s te rn  ed u c a tio n  
can offer, p rem arita l sex  aryl 
un fa ith fu lness  in m arriage  as 
k ey  fac to rs in  the sp read  o f  
H IV /A I D S  w o u ld  b e  
con sid e rab ly  reduce^ .

Zamfara beefs up security
T ie  Z am fara State Police 

C om m and has taken all 
the n ecessary  security  

m e a s u r e s  to  e n s u r e  th e  
m a in te n a n c e  o f  p e a c e  an d  
o rd e r in the state.

I t a ls o  m a p p e d  o u t 
stra teg ies tha t w ill a ss ist it in 
e n h a n c in g  c lo s e r
r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  
pub lic  and  th e  po lice  in the 
d isch a rg e  o f  its duties.

S peak ing  to  Daily Trust 
in  G usau , th e  sta te  cap ita l, 
th e  c o m m a n d ’s P u b lic  
R elation  O fficer A SP  L aw al 
A b du llah i, ex p la in ed  th a t a 
n u m b e r  o f  p o l i c e  u n i t s ,  
in c lud ing  the  m ob ile  po lice , 
h a d  b e e n  s t a t i o n e d  in  
v arious loca tions acro ss the 
s t a te .  A c c o r d in g  to  h im ,

From  Salisu Z akari M aradun,
Correspondent Gusau

c o u p le d  w ith  th e  p r e s e n t  
un res t in  som e parts  o f  the 
co u n try  th a t c la im ed  m any  
lives, the co m m and  found  it 
n ecessary  to  b e e f  up security  
and  o th e r po ss ib le  m easures 
to  en su re  th a t p eace  is n o t 
b roken  in  th e  state.

H e a lso  d isc lo sed  that the 
p o lic e  in  th e  s ta te , w h o se  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  a m o n g  
o thers, is to  p ro tec t lives and 
p ro p erty  o f  the peop le , and 
b e in g  the cu sto d ian s o f  law  
an d  o rd er, w o u ld  le av e  no  
s to n e  u n tu r n e d  to w a rd  
en su rin g  th e  success  o f  the 
program m e.

T he PP R O  fu rth e r sta ted  
th a t Z am fara  S tate , w h ich  is

k n o w n  fo r  p e a c e ,  w il l  
c o n t in u e  to  r e m a in  so , 
p o in tin g  ou t th a t no  p lace  on 
earth  is hab itab le  i f  th e re  is 
n o  p e a c e .  “ P e a c e  a n d  
s t a b i l i ty  a re  so m e  o f  th e  
in g red ien ts  o f  p ro g ress  and  
d e v e lo p m e n t a n y w h e re  in  
th e  w o rld . T h e re fo re , th e  
p o lice  in  th e  sta te  are  100%  
r e a d y  to  e n s u r e  th e  
m a in te n a n c e  o f  p e a c e  and  
o ther,” he  assured .

A S P  L a w a l A b d u lla h : 
c o m m e n te d *  'h e r  t h a f 
a n y b o d y  foui t'ermc
tension  wou!i> teiy  fat
the w rath o f  icause
d o n ’t need  hat  \
n eed  is peai
d u ty  o f th e  po!>' nain t
law  and >'d , :

F r o m  S an i  B a b a d o k o
R eg io n a l E d ito r  K adu n a
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Riots caused by third term agenda, 
says Buhari

-------------------—------------------- —. a m H m t
T h e  A ll N ig eria  P eoples 

P a r ty  (A N P P )  
presiden tia l candidate , 

r e t i r e d  M a jo r - G e n e r a l  
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i ,  h a s  
a ttribu ted  the recen t sectarian  
d is tu rb an ce s  in th e  co u n try  
to  th e  “ g o v e rn m e n t’s m ad  
rush to  th ird  term  w h eth er the 
co un try  likes it, o r  n o t.”

In  a  p re s s  s ta te m e n t in  
K a d u n a  y e s te rd a y  o n  th e  
u n fo r tu n a te  d is tu rb a n c e s ,  
B uhari said.

“ W h ile  i t  is  t r u e  th a t  
p laces o f  w orsh ip  h ave  been  
a ttack ed , w e  m u s t n o t lose 
sigh t o f  the issues a t th e  roo t 
o f  these  d is tu rbances.

“ T h e  n a t io n  is  u n d e r  
s ie g e  b y  a n  in c o m p e te n t ,  
c o r r u p t  a n d  in s in c e r e  
le a d e r s h ip .  I ts  a c t io n s  o r  
in a c tio n s  ih  th e  la s t sev en  
years  h ave  p u t the m ajo rity  
o f  o u r  c it iz e n s  in to  a b je c t 
poverty .

“T h e  m assiv e  u n em p lo ­
y m en t le av e s  m an y  y o u th s

w ith  no option  than  crim e and 
th u g g e r y  to  v e n t  th e i r  
f ru s tra tio n . It is th e s e  id le  
h an d s th a t m ore  o ften  than  
n o t tak e  o v e r p eace fu l and  
leg itim a te  p rocessions.

“ I t  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  
fo rgo tten  th a t th ey  are  le ft­
o v e r  o f  th u g s  p ro m o ted  by 
po litic ians.

F u r th e rm o re , m a n y  o f  
th e m  w o rk e d  s id e  b y  s id e  
w ith  se c u r ity  ag en ts  in  the 
las t e lec tio n s .”

G enera l B uhari, w ho  w as 
o u t o f  the co u n try  w hen  the 
d i s tu r b a n c e s  s t a r t e d  la s t  
w e e k , c o m m is e ra te d  w ith  
fa m ilie s  o f  th o se  w h o  lo s t 
th e i r  lo v e d  o n e s  o n  b o th  
s ides o f  th e  sectarian  d iv ides, 
a d d in g  th a t  th e  im m e d ia te  
c a u s e  o f  th e  d is tu rb a n c e s  
w as the “he ig h ten ed  level o f  
despera tion  on th e  pa rt o f  the 
leadersh ip , particu larly  in  the 
w a y  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l

a m e n d m e n t  is  b e in g  
h an d led .”

“ In th e ir lust fo r pow er, 
they  are, p repared  to  pu t th e ir  
se lf ish  in te re s ts  b e fo re  the 
w id e r  in te r e s t s  a n d  w e l l ­

b e in g  o f  th e  country.
“ I f  th ey  can n o t g e t th e ir 

w ay, le t th e re  b e  no N igeria . 
T h is  is  h o w  c a l lo u s  a n d  
irre sp o n s ib le  th ey  a re ,” the 
fo rm er m ilita ry  h ead  o f  sta te  
d e c la r e d .  H e  s a id  th e  
in tro d u c tio n  o f  e th n ic  and  
re lig ious co lo ra tio n  is a im ed  
a t d iverting  pub lic  a tten tion  
from  the real issues.

‘W h ile  th e  p e o p le  a re  
k illing  each  o th er and  these  
c rises  are  g iv en  a sec ta rian  
b a s i s ,  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  is  
s u r r e p t i t i o u s ly  t r y in g  to  
ch an g e  the  co n s titu tio n  fo r 
th e ir  se lfish  reasons.

T h e  is s u e  a t  s ta k e  
N ig e r i a  to d a y  
g o v e r n m e n t ’s in te n t  to  
p e rp e tu a te  its e lf  in  sp ite  o f

in
is

the opposition  o f  th e  peop le  
o f  th is coun try .”

B u h a r i  a p p e a le d  to  
N ig e r ia n s  to  re m a in  ca lm , 
p e a c e fu l an d  law  a b id in g . 
“ T h e y  s h o u ld  e x e r c i s e  
r e s tra in t, ev en  a s  th e y  a re  
p ro v o k e d  in  th e  w ay  th e y  
o p p o s e  th i s  u n w a n te d  
c o n s t i tu tio n a l c h a n g e ,” he  
added .

Cartoon: Muslims
should accept apology
A g a in s t th e  back d ro p  

o f  e s c a l a t i n g  
v io le n c e  th a t  h a v e  

o ccu rred  in  som e parts  o f  the 
c o u n try  oV er th e  o ffe n s iv e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  b y  a  D a n is h  
n ew sp ap er on  th e  person  o f  
h o ly  P ro p h e t M u h a m m a d  
(P B O H ), th e  sp iritua l leader 
o f  A h m a d iy y a  M u s lim  
J a m a a t ,  H a z r a t  M a s o o r  
A hm ad , has u rg ed  M uslim s 
to  b e  c a lm  an d  a c c e p t th e  
a p o lo g y  o f  th e  D a n is h  
governm en t.

T h e  s p i r i t u a l  le a d e r  
described  as in es tim ab le  the 
h o n o u r  a n d  e s te e m  w ith  
w h ich  M uslim s ho ld  P rophet 
M u h a m m a d  (P B O H )  a n d  
d e s c r ib e d  th e  o f f e n s iv e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  “ a  v e ry  
d e l i c a te  m a t te r  f o r  h is  

! h o lin e ss  to  be  a su b je c t o f  
; rid icule.”

T he A h m ad iy y a  sp iritual 
| leader, in a sta tem en t s ig n ed  
j b y  th e  b o d y ’s p u b l i c i t y  

secre tary , Q u asim  A k in re ti, 
j im p lo r e d  a l l  M u s lim s  to  
| p ro ject the true  m ission o f  the 
| H oly  P rophe t and  ca lled  fo r 
| c a lm n e s s  a n d  to l e r a n c e  

w hich  it sa id  w as in k eep ing  
| w i th  th e  h o ly  p r o p h e t ’s 

e x e m p la r y  s p i r i t  o f
j fo rg iv en ess as d em o n stra ted  

to  h is  e n e m ie s  a n d
p e r s e c u to r s  a f t e r  th e

rya group
By A bdulw ahab Isa

co n q u est o f  M ecca.
T h e  s t a te m e n t

a d m o n is h e d  M u s l im s  to  
en ligh ten  th e  w orld  w ho  are  
still igno ran t o f  th e  beau ty  o f  
the teach in g s o f  th e  p rophe t 
a n d  th e  e x c e l le n c e  o f  h is  
conduc t, tha t h is m ission  is 
to  u n ite  a ll m an k in d  in  the 
w orsh ip  o f  one  G od  and  in 
m utual love as w ell as respect 
w i th o u t  r a c i a l  o r  c la s s  
d iscrim ination .

T h e  le a d e r  o f  th e  
A hm ad iyya  M uslim s w o rld ­
w id e  to o k  e x c e p t io n  to  
b eh av io u r o f  som e W estern  
m e d ia  a n d  C h r i s t i a n
d o m in a te d  c o u n tr ie s  th a t  
a t te m p te d  to  r id ic u le  th e  
p e rso n a lity  o f  the p rophet.

A cco rd in g  to  h im , Islam  
te a c h e s  th a t  n o  h o ly  
p e rso n a lity  o f  an y  re lig io n  
sh o u ld  b e  r id ic u le d  a s  th is  
w i l l  s e v e r e ly  o f f e n d  th e  
sen s itiv ity  o f  the fo llo w ers  
w h ich  cou ld  be  an inv ita tion  
to  chaos.

H e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  
u n fo rtu n a te , the  m ed ia  th a t 
w e re  s u p p o s e d  to  in fo rm , 
e d u c a te  a n d  c r e a te  
und ers tan d in g  and  harm ony  
a m o n g  d if fe re n t ra c e s  an d  
r e l ig io n s ,  to  d e l ib e r a te ly  
p r o v o k e  th e  r e l ig io u s  
sen s itiv ities  o f  M uslim s.

President Obasanjo (left) discussing with Hon. M ao O huabunwa chairman H ouse Committee on Inter-Intra party relations and  the 
fin a n ce  m inister M rs O konjo-Iweala during their courtesy visit to the State H ouse Abuja...recently. Pix: Joe O roye



Ojokolo 
insists on 
indoor for 
Melbourne 
[ warm up
Nigerian  fem ale

sprinster, Endurance! 
O jokolo has declared  

that she w ould hit M oscow , 
Russia for the World Indoor 

i Championship before heading 
for M elbourne for the Com-: 
monwealth Games.

In a chat w ith  
n igeria sp orts .com  O jokolo  
said the idea o f  joining the train 
to compete at the World indoor: 
A thletics C ham pionship de­
rives from her desire to ensure 
that Nigeria uses it slots in the* 
series in order not to drop in 
its rating.

She added that the compe­
tition offers her a personal op­
portunity to tune up in a more 
com petitive setting to enable 
her open up for the Common­
wealth Games.

A ccording to her, though 
the national a th le tics  trial, 
Mobil Track and Field Cham­
pionship, was w orthwhile in 
getting the athletes into the 
mood for the Commonwealth I 
Games, taking up the tracks in 
another major event would be 
useful ahead o f  the challenge 
o f  confronting the best from  
various other cou n tries as 
w ould  be the case  in 
M elbourne.

Tl^e World Indoor A thlet­
ics C nam pionship  h o ld s in 
Moscow, Russia, from the 1 Oth 
through the 12th o f  March and 
the athlete has assured that 
she will immediately head for 
Australia thereafter.

Ojokolo will feature for N i­
geria in the women 100 metres 
and the 4 by, 100 relay.

N igerian  fe m a le  sprin ter. E n du ran ce O jokolo, left, has in sisted  on th e  W orld In door C h am pion sh ip  as her ow n w arm  up  fo r  the C om m onw ealth  d a m e s  in V elbourn e.

The commencement date of 
the 2005/2006 Nigeria 
Premier League, tagged 
‘The Vmobile League’ suffers a 

little setback as the Nigeria Bas­
ketball Federation, NBBF rose 
from a crucial board meeting last 
Thursday in Abuja to move the

i f f
ml

opening game forward by one 
week citing uneasy calm in some 
part o f  the country.

The media launch earlier 
billed to hold in Lagos on Febru­
ary 27 was also postponed to 
March 9 while the opening game 
o f the much-awaited Vmobile 
Premier League will now hold on 
March 11.

According to the Chairman 
o f the Media/Publicity sub-com- 
mittee o f  the Nigeria basketball 
ruling body, Tijjani Umar that the 
postponement became neces­
sary since players, officials and 
other stakeholders are expected 
to gather in a secured atmo­

sphere, which the present situa­
tion in some part o f the country 
could not afford.

Umar also averred that the 
much talked about league com­
mittee have been dropped for a 
league advisory committee to be 
headed by the league director, 
Muktar K haleh otherw ise  
known as ‘Malone’, the advi­
sory committee according to 
Umar will consist o f eight mem­
bers, one each from the Atlantic 
and Savannah conference o f  the 
league, another member repre­
senting the NBBF aside the 
league director, a representative

o f  the sponsor, a representative 
o f the marketer and two confer­
ence coordinators.

The board also approved 
the sharing formula o f 40% to 
clubs, 20% to the marketer, 20% 
for the administration o f  the 
league and the remaining 20% to 
the NBBF, which he described 
as the best the federation could 
offer the clubs at the moment, 
but pointed out that the federa­
tion will continue to do its best 
to carry the clubs along in all its 
activities as it concern the league 
in the country.

The sharing formula had 
once pitched the federation

against club-owners mostly from 
the Atlantic conference with 
most o f them threatening to with­
draw from the premier league if  
the NBBF failed to improve on 
how much goes to the clubs.

Umar while bearing his mind 
on the position o f  the NBBF  
says the federation will not al­
low any individual or group o f  
persons to hold the federation 
to ransom but said the NBBF 
will do as much as it can to pro­
vide a level playing ground for 
all stakeholders to air their 
views which will be taken into 
consideration b^Hhe basketball 
highest ruling body in Nigeria.

...Ministry dangles olive branch

M igeriu’s basketba ller  H u ssa in i Gurnet, above, w ill w ait u n til n ix t  week  
f o r  the beg in n in g  o f  th e  n ew  season.

In a bid to smoothened the 
already strained relationship 
between the Nigeria Basket­
ball Federation, NBBF and the 

Nigeria Ministry o f  Sports and 
Social D evelopm ent w hich  
reaches its peak last December, 
the former dispatched its re­
spected Director o f Sports De­
velopment, Dr. Amos Adamu to* 
attend the board meeting o f  the 
federation which took place last 
Thursday in Abuja with a prom­
ise to compensate the Gyang 
Buba-led board.

it will be recalled that the 
Sports Ministry under the lead­
ership o f Dr. Saidu Sambawa had 
starved the NBBF o f  fund be­
fore and during the hosting o f the 
19th Fiba Africa Championship 
for Women that Nigeria hosted 
and won last December despite 
getting approval months before

the coming o f Sambawa to the 
sports ministry.

The NBBF had rose to the 
challenge the occasion offered 
then to take it hosting right to 
the corporate world where the 
federation president and his 
members were able to source for 
fund for the successful organiza­
tion o f the championship to the 
amazement o f the sports minis­
ter.

The director o f  sports in the 
ministry nigeriasports.com gath­
ered had dangled an Olive branch 
before members o f the Nigeria 
basketball ruling body that the 
ministry was proud o f  their 
achievement last December and 
will do everything within its 
power to compensate the federa­
tion for doing the nation proud.

Dr. Adamu also promised 
the board that they will be fully

involved in ensuring that Nige­
ria did not only participate in 
the basketball event o f the 25th 
C om m onw ealth Gam es in 
Melbourne, Australia but come 
back with medals in the men and 
women categories.

The Nigeria men team is in 
group-A alongside host Austra­
lia, India and Scotland to battle 
for one of the tw o semi-final tick­
ets, which will guaranty them a 
place in the medal zone while 
the women team is in group-B 
and has New Zealand, Malaysia 
and Malta to contend with for a 
semi-final ticket.

The coach Sani Ahmed tu­
tored men team will open its 
Melbourne campaign against In­
dia on March 17, the team which 
will parade much o f home-based 
players with Customs basket­
ball club off-guard Abdulrahman

Mohammed and Ebun Comets 
basketball club off-guard, Baba 
Kadri Jibril as some o f it star- 
payers will confront host Aus­
tralia on March 19 and play it 
last group-A game against Scot­
land.

Their women counterpart 
which will parade the nucleus 
o f the team that did the nation 
proud in Abuja last December 
will open their campaign against 
Malaysia on March 17, attempt 
to brighten its chances when the 
Mfon fcJdoka led ladies take on 
Malta on March 19 and play 
their biggest group game against 
Oceania giant New Zealand on 
March 20. Scot Nnaji a Deputy 
Superintendent o f  Customs 
heads the coaching crew of the 
women team with assistance 
from the duo o f  Adewumi 
Aderemi and Shola Ogunade.
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Sports
In the business o f grooming 

modem footballers, it must be 
an advantage to position an 

academy several distractions 
away from the heart o f a chic, 
sun-kissed city. Barcelona's 
youth department lies o ff  the 
beaten track, tucked away in the 
rural outskirts. Their base is 
called La Masia, which means 
"the farmhouse'. It is clearly a 
fertile spot for breeding.

Two boys  who grew  up 
together at La M asia  
commanded the C ham pions  
League stage on two sensational 
nights last w eek. They are aged 

: 18 and they were brave enough 
to.-,move to a new country to 
furjfher their football careers 
before the hint o f  a teenage 
growth spurt. They have 
grasped their chance with  
eyecatching w<it, character and 
maturity. And a few days ago 
they left a football stadium far 
more prominent players than 
when they arrived.

Although Francesc Fabregas 
vvaltzed out o f  the Bernabeu 
with praise ringing in his ears 
and L ionel M essi escaped  
Stamford Bridge with a minder 
w.atching his back, the 
consequences were the same: 
welcome to the seriously big 
time.

Cesc and Leo. w hose  
friendship dates back to 
PlayStation session s at the 
farmhouse, reached that moment 
when a buddirt!?career leaps into 
the deep end. They have gone 
beyond rite com pulsion  to 
measure them by their 
youthfulness. They are that 
«ood already. That they proved 
it at the two richest clubs in 

lEurope is particularly  
i satisfying. These are players 
who cost their employers little 

: more than the bills for scouting 
and development and the time 
they put irlto the pastoral care 
that has enabled them to 

i blossom.
It-was comical to see Real 

; Madrid take one close" look at 
i Fabregas before hurrying to fuel 
a bandwagon with speculation 
that he is a transfer target for 
president Florentino Perez. The 

inext night it was fun imagining 
how Roman Abramovich might 
have assessed M essi’s worth.

| But prising either prodigy from 
! his club would be a tall order. 
Fabregas is contracted to Arsenal 
until 2011 and acts as i f  he 
cannot believe'his luck. M essi’s 
present deal takes him up to 
2014 and contains a buyout 
clause as staggeringly  
prohibitive as Ronaldinho’s - 
more than £ 100m. The vultures 
may as well swoop off.

This is the fifth arrangement 
struck between Barcelona and 
Messi, so conscious are they o f  
protecting their jew el. Five  
years ago, so the story goes, it 
: was in the restaurant o f  a tennis 
club that Barcelona secured the 
signature o f  a tiny yet hugely 

i beguiling Argentine boy on the 
back of a napkin. Charly Rexach, 
Barca’s sporting director at the 
tim e, had sensed  that'.the  
youngster’s representative was 
having second thoughts. After 
all, Messi was only 13, and to 

| uproot and cross the Atlantic 
was a life-changing decision. 
Rexach asked a w aiter for 
something on w'hich to scribble 
out a makeshift contract. As he 
recalls: ‘I wrote something like, 
“As sporting^director o f  the 
d u b , I guarantee that the club 
will assume all responsibility for 
the Messi family if  they come 
to live in Barcelona and the kid 

ijoins the club.” ‘
If Barcelona had shown half 

as much determination with one 
!of his peers, they would'have 
two o f  the m ost talented  
teenagers in world football. 
Fabregas is the one that got 
away.

Cesc and Leo complemented 
each other w ell. ‘We won  
everything together in our age 
group and w e used to love

The two amigos
As the knockout stages o f the Champions League burst into action in 
spectacular style last week with fantastic nights o f football in Madrid 
and London, two teenagers who grew up together in Spain caught the
eye. Amy Lawrence charts the rise

for Madrid, while Fabregas was 
doing it for Arsenal,’commented 
AS.

playing one-twos on the pitch. 
We had a great understanding,’ 
recalls Fabregas. But local lads 
are som etim es overlooked  
compared to imports and while 
Barca attended to Messi, they 
took their tim e in offering  
Fabregas professional terms. 
Arsenal - who had admired the 
Catalan midfielder for some time 
- were ready with a big

‘While the galacticos made 
complete fools o f  themselves, 
the whole o f  European football 
is in awe o f  Cesc,' wrote Sport, 
a Catalan paper that enjoyed 
sticking an extra needle in their 
rival's backside.

Local pride in F abregas’s

and rise o f Fabregas and Messi...
digs in London. A self-sufficient 
young man, he is ready for 
independence and is soon to 
move into his first home.

Protecting Messi has always 
been an issue. His Barcelona

for Wednesday’s friendly against 
Ivory Coast is rew'ard for his 
excellen ce at the Bernabeu. 
Playing at Real was an essential 
rite o f  passage for this 
determined and intelligent young 
man. ‘I really wanted to show 
people that 1 could play Tiere,’ 
he said. ‘ 1 hope I’ll be able to go 
to the World Cup. And the 
Champions League final.’

team-mates complained that he 
left Stamford Bridge covered in 
bruises. When he was at La 
M asia, his fellow  players - 
including Manchester United’s

Fabregas
commitment. Their belief in his 
talent and the feeling that he 
w ould be prom oted more 
quickly at«Highbury, swung it.

Coming from a familv o f  Nou 
Camp season-ticket holders, 
Fabregas did not find it easy to 
bid farewell to his friends at La 
Masia. But his bold choice was 
vindicated at the Bernabeu last 
week. In the grandest occasion 
o f his career so far, tljp youngest 
player on the pitch conducted 
the game with the perception o f  
an old master.

As he trotted off when he was 
substituted in the dying seconds, 
a spontaneous ovation cascaded 
around the B ernabeu’s four 
sides. What an accolade. In his 
first match as a professional 
footballer in his homeland he had 
earned the instant respect o f his 
compatriots. The next day’s 
newspapers were effusive.

‘Credit to the scouts who 
spirited Cesc away to English 
football. It ended up being  
humiliating to watch Gravesen 
struggling to control the midfield

development is one thing, but it 
is a sore point for Barcelona that 
he left to make the grade. The 
story exposes how difficult it is 
to balance d evelop in g  
youngsters w ith sign in g  
experienced players. Fabregas 
has already played almost 100 
gam es for Arsenal and it is 
doubtful that he would have 
spent much time in a Barcelona 
first team with X avi, Deco, 
Mark van B om m el, Andres 
Iniesta, Thiago Motta and Gabri 
ahead o f  him in the midfield 
pecking order. He appreciates 
the equality  he enjoyed at 
Highbury from day one, saying: 
‘I never trained with the first 
team at Barcelona, but I’ve 
spoken to Messi. He says if  you 
do something wrong, everyone 
says, “He’s young, it’s OK.” It’s 
not like that here. Here you’re 
treated like all the other 
players.’

His accelerated experience at 
A rsenal m akes Fabregas a 
contender for a place in Spain’s 
World Cup squad. His selection

Messi
Much o f this season has been 

demoralising for him. Although 
he is exonerated from much o f  
the criticism aimed at Arsenal - 
he has been one o f  their most 
consistent performers - he has 
had to take a string o f  defeats on 
the chin. It was im pressive, 
therefore, to see how he kept 
his com posure after the 
Bernabeu scalp. ‘The tie is not 
over by any means,’ he said. 
‘Real lost 6-1 against Zaragoza 
in the Spanish Cup and were able 
to score four in the second leg. 
There is a big battle ahead at 
HighbOry.’

A sked i f  A rsen a l’s 1-0 
advantage was as much o f  a 
breeze as it looked, Fabregas 
chuckled. ‘Do you think it was 
easy?’ he said. ‘I tell you it 
wasn’t while I was running out 
there. We worked like never 
before. We are a really young 
side, but after this performance 
we are so proud o f ourselves.’

Afterwards, Fabregas had 
time for a short reunion with his 
family before flying back to his

Gerard Pique, as w ell as 
Fabregas - used to pick up 
yellow cards for defending him 
from the treatment dished out 
by opponents.

When Messi arrived in Spain 
he was 4ft 6in, and the fact that 
his feet did not reach the ground 
when he sat on the bench has 
becom e the stu ff o f  legend, 
earning him the nickname ‘The 
Flea’. His size was the result o f  
a hormone deficiency that was 
extremely expensive to treat in 
Argentina during the economic 
cr is is . His boyhood club, 
Newell’s Old Boys, would not 
pay for the daily injections, but 
Barcelona would.

The move from Argentina had 
positive and negative effects on 
M essi’s footballing progress. 
The back-up, in terms o f medical 
support and coaching facilities, 
w as a plus. But on the 
downside, he was prevented 
from playing in tournaments 
reserved for Spanish boys and 
endured long periods when he 
was eligible only for friendlies.

‘His behaviour was always 10 
out o f  10 in these hard times,' 
said the coach o f  Barcelona's 
Junior B team. Tito Vilanova.

At first, speaking only  
Argentine slang - and not much 
of That - Messi struggled to mix. 
He wo'uld sit silently in the 
dressing room, change and leave.j 
‘He made a big impression on 
me, but he was very-shy and that 
complicated his integration," 
said Fabregas. ‘We thought he 
was dumb. Until, being kids and ] 
thanks to P layStation , we 
discovered he could talk.’

Fast-forward a few years and ; 
Messi is welcomed to the table 
o f  the Nou Camp's Brazilian 
clan, who banter that he is the 
only Argentine they will put up: 
w ith. Ronaldinho calls him ‘my 
little brother’, Sylvinho looks: 
after him likt a second father and 
Deco takes him out shopping or 
to the hairdresser (perhaps as 
an elaborate joke, to judge from 
the boy’s unruly mop). Messi 
has become an integral part o f j 
the Barca first-team unit and 
looks entirely at hom e, 
completing an attacking trident 
with two o f  the best players in 
the world in Ronaldinho and 
Samuel Eto’o.

M essi was the ta lk  of: 
A rg en tin a  before he w as a 
fixture for Barcelona. Since he 
was voted best player and: 
finished top scorer at the under- 
20 World Cup in 2005 (feats that j. 
Fabregas achieved at the under- 
17 version  in 2 0 0 3 ), his 
homeland has been in thrall. 
‘Messi has awakened in us the 
same dreams that Maradona 
gave us when he started ,’ ! 
enthused Argentina FA president 
Julio Grondana.

After Messi’s heroics for the 
under-20s, when he scored twice 
in the final, a poll concluded that 
almost 90 per cent o f Argentines 
wanted him in the senior team 
as quickly as p ossib le . H is : 
dynamic bursts and creativity | 
bring som ething new to the 
party. Once back in Barcelona, 
somebody handed him a phone.

‘They said that it was D iego: 
Maradona on the other end,’ I 
Messi said. ‘1 thought they were 
joking with me, but I  still took j 
the phone and then someone at j 
the other end said, “Hello, Leo, j 
this is little Diego.” I couldn’t 
speak. 1 didn’t Know what to 
say. 1 was in shock. Him calling 
me? As I held the mobile 1 looked 
in the mirror on the wall and I 
could see that my eyes were full 
o f tears, so it was hard to speak j 
even w hen I regained my 
composure a little bit. What a : 
fantastic moment.’

Maradona invited him on to \ 
his television show, La Noche 
del Diez, and gave him a Davina- 
esque introduction. ‘Everybody* 
who loves Argentine football 
should be proud o f  him. He willj 
inherit my plaice in Argentine j 
football and his name is MESSI!’ j 
He and another youn^ gun. 
Carlos Tevez, then played head 
tennis against Maradona and 
fe llo w  golden  o ld ie  Enzo; 
Francescoli. And won.

Life has been moving fast 
enough for Messi that a few  
cross w ords from Jose: 
Mourinho will not disturb him. 
‘I want to stay at Barcelona fori 
the next 10 years and become an 
idol o f  the fans,’ he said. ‘T his! 
is the greatest club in Europe. 
It’s time we won a lot more 
trophies.’

So, what is the defining image 
o f  M ess i’s perform ance at 
Stamford Bridge? Is it the barge 
he shouldered from a reckless 
AsierDel Homo? Is it the rolling 
around, for which he was vilified 
by eyes that risibly saw no 
wrong in D eP H orno's own  
audition for the theatre? Or is it 
the e lectr ic  footw ork, the 
mesmerising technique to tame 
the ball at pace and that 
gorgeous chip that clipped Petr 
Cech’s crossbar?

T here’s only one answer, 
surely.
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A delegation o f Togo-lese 
internationals is flying to 
the capital Lome from 

Europe in a bid to restore former 
national coach Stephen Keshi to 
his post.

The T ogolese Football 
.Federation (TFF) dismissed the 
'Nigerian manager in mid- 
I February and replaced him with 
Germany’s Otto Pfister.

Yet many within the Hawks 
squad are not happy with the 
change and its tim ing in 
particular, with the World Cup 
just 14 weeks away.

The Europe-based trio o f  
defenders Dare N ibom be, 
M assam esso Tchangai and 
goalkeeper Kossi Agassa will 

i arrive in the Togolese capital on 
Sunday night and hope to speak 
to TFF officials on Monday.

“Most o f us haven’t acce­
pted the new coach and would 
like Keshi to be in charge,” Togo 

jinternatrdtial Eric Akoto told 
BBQ Sport.

“W hen we heard about 
Pfistcr's appointment, we all 
started calling each other to 

| decide what to do. We wanted 
about ten players to travel but 
some o f us didn’t have time to 

I go.
“It’s not the right time to 

change coach as he has so little 
i time to see and know the players. 
What can a new coach do in three 
months?

“If they are going to make a

change, they should do it after 
the World Cup.”

The Hawks achieved a 
maiden World Cup qualification 
last October, but the players' joy 
has now been replaced by 
concern.

Several blame Togo’s poor 
showing at the 2006 Nations 
Cup on a lack o f  adequate 
preparation given to the team by 
the TFF before the competition 
in Egypt.

Inadequate planning has also 
left the T ogolese without a 
fixture this week in what is the 
last o f Fifa’s international dates 
for friendlies before the end o f  
the European season.

“It is unbelievable that we 
are not p lay in g ,” Akoto  
explained.

“The federation has to listen. 
It made a big mistake in Egypt, 
when we d idn’t have good  
enough training before the 
■tournament, and it’s now going 
to make another one for the 
World Cup.

“It’s very shameful for all 
the players. All our clubs are 
asking us why everybody is 
playing a friendly this week 
apart from Togo?”

“Morale is not very good 
right now, and is at about 30- 
40% for the players.”

With many o f  E urope’s 
leading leagues ending on the 
weekend o f  13-14 May, Pfister 
will have less than two weeks

to work with the T ogolese  
players before naming his World 
Cup squad on the deadline o f 26 
May.

As yet, the TFF has not na­
med any friendly intem-ationals 
in the run-up to the World Cup. 
which kicks o ff on 9 June.

“If we can’t play friendlies.

the World Cup is going to be 
difficult for us because most 
Togo players are not playing 
regularly at their clubs," added 
Akoto.

“Pfister doesn’t know the 
players but Keshi does and he 
has done well for Togo.

"He won the best coach in

Africa because he took us to the 
World Cup and we need to know 
why he was sacked.”

Earlier this month, the TFF 
announced it had dism issed  
Keshi because o f differences 
between the Nigerian and key 
players in the team.

The manager fell out with 
star striker Emmanuel Adebayor 
during the tournament although 
the pair have since reconciled.

Togo will play South Korea, 
Sw itzerland and 1998 
champions France in Group G 
at the World Cup, which runs 
between 9 June and 9 July.

Togo international Eric Akoto, left, and Massamesso Tchangai want Stephen Keshi reinstalled as chiefcoach o f  the Togolese national team.

Racists taunt: Spanish minister backs Eto’o
S
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pain’s sports minister has 
said the govem-ment will 
*ck sterner measures 

against racist chanting at football 
grounds.

“We have to end these 
shameful acts,” Jaime Lissave-

tzky was quoted as saying in 
the Spanish media on Monday.

The minister's statement 
fo llow s the m onkey chants 
directed at Barcelona’s Camer­
oonian striker Samuel Eto’o by 

section o f  Real Zarag

supporters on Saturday.
Eto’o came close to walking 

o ff  the pitch before he was 
retrained by his team-mates.

“We have to be as clear and 
tough as possible. I understand 
completely why Eto'o did what 
he did in the game against 
Zaragoza.”

Meanwhile, a leading Spa­
nish anti-racist organisation has 
called on professional footbal­
lers to delay the start o f next 
weekend’s league matches, as 
part o f a plea for tougher action 
against racism in Spanish  
football.

“We have asked the Spanish 
A ssociation  o f  Professional 
Footballers (AFE) to delay the 
kick-offs o f  next weekend’s 
league matches by five minutes.

"This would be a gesture of 
solidarity towards theircolleague 
Eto'o and as a way o f demanding

more effective action to eliminate 
racism from Spanish Football." 
the Spanish Coalition Against 
Racism (C ecra) said in a 
statement.

Cecra. an umbrella group 
that was asked to speak at Uefa’s 
recent anti-racist conference in 
Barcelona, insisted that football 
authorities and the Spanish 
government had to take tougher 
action if  they were to deal with 
the problem.

“It is no longer enough to 
parade banners and show films 
ahead o f  m atches in our

stadiums.
“These abuses constitute a 

serious risk to professionals 
who are being humiliated on the 
pitch.

“This serious problem , 
which is not just confined to 
radical fans, is now beyond the 
control o f the clubs.”

Erring clubs have been  
sanctioned with fines o f  over 
US$700 by the Spanish Football 
Federation (RFEF), which has 
been criticised as failing to reflect 
the seriousness of the offence.

But the government-run

Anti-Violence Commission has 
recommended fines o f  up to 
$7,000 for individuals identified 
as being involved  in such 
incidents.

A ngel Maria Villar, the 
RFEF president, closed a Uefa 
anti-racist conference in 
Barcelona this month by saying 
that the problem should not be 
given too much attention.

“We shouldn’t make a 
mountain out o f a molehilj,” he 
said in his speech.

“Things that take place on„ 
the pitch should be left there.” 

**...

Zoro slams racist fans
I!vorian Marc Zoro has 

expressed his disgust over 
. the racial abuse suffered by 

Cameroon’s Samuel Eto’o during 
Saturday’s Spanish first division

NFL board meets today
The board o f  the Nigeria Football Association. NFA,nas 

Football League, NFL or stalled elections into the new 
Nigeria Professional Foot- * board o f the NFL and with the 
ball League, NPFL as it had been NFA crisis yet to be resolved.

Samuel Elo 'o has been absued at a number o f  Spanish grounds.

agu
renamed, will be meeting in 
Abuja to discuss urgent issues 
affecting the running o f profe­
ssional league football in the 
country.

One o f the top matters on 
the agenda of the NFL’s meeting 
is a proposal for the extension 
o f the board’s tenure till after 
the forthcoming league season.

The crisis in the Nigeria

INrA crisis yet to be resolved, 
the Chief Oyuki Obaseki-led 
board o f  the NFL want to 
continue in office.

The proposal for an 
extension of the board’s tenure 
and other proposal’s, like the 
division o f  the Premier League 
to two section s, w ill be 
presented to the NFL Congress 
w hich w ill sit in Abuja on 
Wednesday for ratification.

match at Real Zaragoza.
“ It's incredible what 

happened at Zaragoza,” said 
defender Zoro, who suffered 
similar abuse while playing for 
Messina against Inter Milan in 
an Italian league match in 
November.

Like Eto’o, Zoro also tried 
to get the game abandoned.

“Some people haven’t got 
the message that we are all the 
same. My friend Eto’o has my 
total support.”

Eto’o, who was in action for 
Barcelona, tried to leave the field 
14 minutes before the end of 
Saturday’s match, due to the 
continual monkey noises that

greeted his every touch o f the 
ball.

The reigning African  
Footballer o f  the Year was 
persuaded to play on by his 
team-mates, helping them to a 
2-0 victory.

Zoro said he w ould be 
calling Eto’o to comfort him, 
just as Eto’o telephoned him 
after the incident in Italy.

Eto’o has also been abused 
at a number of.other Spanish first 
div ision  grounds and the 
problem is far from isolated.

“[TJ»e treatment of Samuel] 
was a shame. Samuel is a human 
being a(id he felt bad on the 
pitch,” said Barcelona coach 
Frank Rijkaard.
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guavoen is
k  lymp'iakos o f  G reece 's  
■ lpetit s trik e r , H aruna 
* B a b a n g id a  h a s  d e s- 
d Super E ag les’ coach, 
in E gu av o en  as ‘snob - 
for ignoring  h im  w hen 

s to rm e d  N ig e r ia ’s p re - 
ms C up  cam p  at Faro , 
u g a l r e a d y  to  p ro v e  

>elf.
fabanglda w as no t am ong  
.x ro w d  th a t  E g u a v o e n  

id to P ortugal p repara- 
„ o r  the N a tio n s C up  in 

( , bu t the fo rm er F ly ing  
p layer w as there for 

•ve o f  h is  co u n try  and 
v e d  a s h o c k in g  c o ld  
d er from  the coach, 
is a  b ig  sham e really. I 

- jt a  cheap  p lay e r w ho 
1 p lay ing  in E urope like 
d ay  o r  so m e th in g . 1 

•t th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  
_on to  p ick  p layers rests 

n, bu t he  d id  no t even 
ih e  courtesy  to  tell me 

'a s  d ropped, 
h in g  s u r p r i s e s  m e 

jr e  in the Rational team  
geria . It is ju s t  th a t I 

jv e  m o re  re s p e c t th an  
happened  in the cam p. 

;gh, w hen  I go t there  he 
way to N igeria briefly for 
hing. But w hen he cam e 
w e d id  n o t in te ra c t , 
hands o r even ta lk  to 
ther. H e sim ply  ignored

was like he
m e o r som eth ing  T never 

h im  befo re  then ; so  I 
. know why heappcaicd 

ed  w ith  m e. We d id n ’t 
\ go t to  know  that I w as 

p icked  from  so m eb o d y  
%It w as m ost dem eaning , 
:ar because  I have  never 
a th ing  like that in m y 
he said.

i s p i t e  th e  .^ d i s g r a c e ’ , 
-n g ida  said  he  still have 
o \k  o f  h is  c o u n try  at 

t and  w ill be  w illin g  to 
fo r h e r a n y tim e  h e  is 

to  d o  so . “N ig e r ia  
ns m y country . T he fact 
.ainer d id n ’t respect m e 
iof m ean  I shou ld  turn 
ck  on  m y country . O f  

I w ill p lay  fo r her.” 
a n g id a  tu rn e d  d o w n  

-v rtu n ity  to p lay  fo r Spain 
>.times ago  an d  no t even

th e  sh ab b y  tre a tm e n t by  a 
N igerian  offic ia l could  m ake 
h im  r e g r e t  th a t  m is s e d

t
F '
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Inter M ilan ’s Nigerian striker Obafemi Martins challenges compatriot Ch;stjan Obodo ofU dinese during their Italian 
league match at the San Siro Stadium in Milan, Italy on Sunday

wealth Games: Ministry tough on Melbournt-bound Nigerians
I o llo w in g  th e  national- 
e m b a r r a s s e m e n j  
e m a n a tin g  from  the 

N igerian  S u p p o rte rs  C lub  
members’ inability to come back 
■tome as scheduled soon after the 
last N a tio n s  C u p  so cce r 
tournament in Egypt, the Sports 
Ministry has decided to come 
lard on all Nigerians intending 
o  traVel to Australia for the forth- 
x>nming Commonwealth Games.

T he M in is try  w ill now  
equests that, anyone intending 
o travel to far-away Austral ia for 
he Games, should as a  matter o f 
•ondition. procure and present 
locuments showing that, all bills 
ncluding lodging and boarding 
eservations and the ir return 
ickets.

“This is to make sure that, no 
Nigerian «r Nigerians are left 
stranded in that country after the 
Games,’ ’ top ministry official said

A s a re su lt o f  th is , m ost 
intending travellers through the 
Ministry, are now finding things 
"very difficult” .

It would be recall] that, no 
tewerthan 170Nigenanembers 
o f  the Suppporters Q b, who 
flew to Egypt to beef-i%upport

for the bronze-w inning Super 
Eagles, are still at press time, 
stranded in the north African 
country.

...Nigeria departMarch 8
The N igerian  contingent 

to the 18th edition o f  the 
C om m onw ealth Gam es 

tak in g  p lace  in M elbou rne , 
A u s tra lia  a re  to  d ep a rt the 
country on M arch 8th, seven 
d a y s  b e fo re  th e  G am es  
commence.

T he N igerian  con tingen t, 
w h ic h  w ill p a r t ic ip a te  in 
Basketball, A thletics, Special

Sports. Shooting and Boxing are 
presently at various cam ps in 
the country.

It w as g a th e red  from  th e  
N igeria O lym pic Com m ittee, 
N O C, that the decision to leave 
early is to enable the athletes 
acclimatize before the Gam es 
commence.

“We are currently process­
ing visas fo r the athletes and

very soon that will be c o r ­
ded and the team  will h jn 
A u s tra lia .”  N O C  o ff ices  
disclosed.

“We want our athletes to I 
in Australia at least one w eek \ 
the G am es to ensure they gt 
used to the weather,” one o f  tht 
officials added.

T h e  N O C  o ff ic ia l a lso  
revealed that the m orale o f  the

v a rio u s  a th le te s  h av e  been  
boosted and they are all poised 
to do well in Melbourne.

“ T h e  r e p o r t s  w e  a re  
g e ttin g  from  v a rio u s  cam p s 
s h o w  th a t  th e  a t h l e t e s ’ 
m o ra le  is h ig h  and  th ey  are  
a ll se t to  p e rfo rm  w ell and  
w in  m e d a ls  fo r N ig e r ia  in 
M e lb o u r n e ,” th e  o f f ic ia l  
co n c lu d e d .

ish, says Babangida
chance. H e rem ained  reso lu te  “N o , I d o n ’t regret it. It w as know  I w ill p lay  fo r N igeria
in h is eagerness to  p lay e r fo r a w ell th o u g h t ou t dec is ion  because  it is m y  coun try ,”  he
her fa therland . and I rem ain com m itted to it. I added .

Supporters 
club to 

sue travel 
agent
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M e m b e r s  o f  th e  
N ig e r ia  F o o tb a ll 
S u p p o r te rs  C lu b  

sa id  a t the w eekend  tha t they  
w ou ld  be go ing  to  cou rt over 
the trea tm en t m eted  to  them  
by  S a fe ty  T rav e ls  A v ia tion  
Services and B etlvlew  A irline 
co n ce rn in g  th e ir  tr ip  to  the 
A frican N ations C up finals in 
Egypt.

P re s id en t-G en e ra l o f  the 
body, D r R afiu  O lad ipo  said  
that the travel agency  ow ned  
by  S e n a to r  T o k u n b o  
A f ik u y o m i,  o n e  o f  th o s e  
a s p i r in g  to  be  th e  n e x t  
g o v e rn o r  o f  L a g o s  S ta te , 
really  shortchanged them  and 
there w ould  be no room  for 
d ialogue. “ T hey  w ere  un fa ir 
to  us and  w ere  econom ical 
w ith  the truth. I have never 
dealt w ith  such an  insincere  
group  o f  peo p le” .

T h e  s u p p o r te r s  b e g a n  
returning to N igeria in batches 
on S a tu rday  m orn ing , a fte r 
President O lusegun Obasano- 
ordered  they be airlifted from  
th e  n o rth  A fr ic a n  c o u n try  
m ore than tw o w eeks after the 
end o f  the N ations C up finals.
T hey  had  trav e led  th e re  to  
su p p o r t th e  N ig e ria  te a m , 
w h ich  fin ish ed  th ird  a t th e  
cham pionship.

T h e  su p p o r te rs  d e p a rte d  
L agos on M onday , January  
23  a b o a rd  a c h a r te i^ d  
B ellv iew  A irline  a irc ra ft bu t 
the a irline refu sed  to  send  an 
aircraft to  p ick  them  fo r the 
retu rn  jou rney , c la im ing  that 
the supporters had  paid  only  
fo r the fo rw ard  trip. j-

“ H ow  could  w e have paid H 
fo r th e  fo rw ard  tr ip  a lone?
T he airline and the agency are ^  
be in g  d ishonest, and  w e w ill _ 
m eet in court. T hey  caused  
us a lot o f  em barrassm ent and

■9

m ental fatigue, having to  stay ^  e 
there for tw o w eeks a fte r tb w  ^ t 
co m p e titio n . I say  w e  w ill ^ 
m e e t  in  c o u r t ” , in s is t e d  n 
O ladipo.

“ W e paid  $80 ,000  to  them  
b e fo r e  th e  jo u r n e y  a n d  
an o th e r ba lance  o f  $50 ,000  
later, and w e understood  that 
w as fo r the  re tu rn  jo u rn ey  
W hy w ould  w e pay  so m uch 
fo r ju s t one  w ay, i f  w e had 
b e e n  p r o p e r ly  b r ie f e d ?  
Som eone is p lay ing  g am es”

T h e  s u p p o r te r s  a r r iv e d  
P o rt S a id , E g y p t’s fo u r th  
largest city, ju s t a fter k ick -o ff 
o f  th e  S u p e r  E agles^ firs t 
m atch against G hana, w hich 
N ig e ria  w on 1-0. O n ly  35 
peop le  arrived  in L agos on 
Saturday, w ith the rem ain ing  
135 persons w ere expected  to 
a r r iv e  N ig e ria  on  S unday . 
February 26 ,2006 .
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The crisis in the Niger Delta jpg'!
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n quick succession, armed militants o f the Niger Delta have 
overawed the security and intelligence apparatus of the Ni­
gerian state. First, four expatriate oil workers were kid­

napped, held hostage for two weeks and then released. Just as 
Nigerians were beginning to hope that the first and the last had 
been heard of hostage-taking in Nigeria, the Movement for the 
Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), which claimed re­
sponsibility for the initial act, struck again: this time, nine expa­
triate oil workers were kidnapped and are still being held hostage.

The effects o f this new and very grave dimension to the Niger 
Delta problems are being felt within and outside Nigeria. The 
price of crude oil in the already volatile international oil market 

—-went up by a dollar. Within the country, electricity supply, epi­
leptic even at the best of times, has dipped. Shell BP has declared 
forcemajeure and has also sealed down its operation in the Niger 
Delta; just as 100 expatriate oil workers have left Nigeria.

As we continue to seek enduring solutions to the crises in the 
, Niger Delta, it is the view of Daily Trust that the exercise will be 

enriched if more than passing attention is paid to some of the 
issues itemised below.

The first issue will be clarified by an answer to this question: 
Do local government authorities exist and function in the states 
that make up the Niger Delta? Are the monthly federal alloca­
tions meant for the local governments made available to the 
relevant elected officers? If the answers to these questions are in 
the affirmative, then we are entitled to conclude that the elected 
representatives o f the Niger Delta people at the local govern- 

~"ment level need to do more than they're doing sew  for the im­
provement of their people.

The second is to draw attention to the performance of the 
governors of the Niger Deha states. In view of the vastly-in- 
creased revenue that has been accruing to the oil-producing 
states since 2061, can it be said that there Is a state in the Niger 
Delta that has done outstandingly weDforits people? In terms 
of judicious use of resources, in terms of manpower development, 
in terms of provision of relevant life-enhancing amenities, are j 
the governors by their evident preference for the frivolous not 
implicated in the well-advertised travails o f the people of the j

sad that Nigeria’s perennial problem, the NortlVSouth di-chotomy, 
rearing, its ugly head and threatening to tear the nation apart. 
Nigerians like it or not, this is a never-ending problem which 

no amount o f goodwill can eradicate. It is an unfortunate legacy of our 
colonial past, which if not properly handled, can result in civil disorder and/ 
or break-up ofthe country. We have the option ofletting this situation continue 
or not; it would be in everybody’s interest if it does not continue, but how do 
we go about it?

By Ben Igiebor

v cger Delta? 
Thetthird point is on the process of selecting die officers who 

head the various intervention agencies so far created by the 
federal government We note that from OMPADEC to NDDC, 
successive governments instead of appointing as heads o f these 
agencies credible and committed people, impose their agents, 
cronies, failed contenders for elective offices and such others 
who loiter in the corridors of power. It’s no surprise that mean­
ingful work is not done while the monies meant for such works 
are misappropriated.

The insensitivity o f the stafTof the multi-national oil companies 
to the feelings of their host communities is anotherpoint. I maginc 
situations w here in a vast ocean of depressing poverty, blinding 
darkness and total absence of the amenities o f modern existence, 
an island of sophisticated modernity exists in the shape of the 
enclosed homes of the expatriates and senior Nigerian staff of the 
'7'  i‘ti-natjonal oil companies. It is our view that such enclaves, 
which are reminiscent of apartheid South Africa, can never foster 
healthy relationship and should t>e dismantled as soon as possible.

The fifth point is to question the rationale for the continuing 
location in I-agos of the administrative headquarters of virtually 
all the companies drilling for oil in the Niger Delta. The implica­
tion of this arrangement is as clear as it is unfair While the people 
of the Niger Delta are denied direct and immediate benefits of oil 
exploration and its related activities, they are forced to live with 
oil explorations’ numerous negative aftermaths, 
v The last point is on the need for an immediate and far-reach- 
ing reorganisation of the Nigerian security system. The Nige­
rian security establishment should be held responsible for the 
ease with which arms proliferate both the Niger Delta and other 
parts of Nigeria. The claim has been made that a lot of those 
arms were procured to facilitate the return to power in 2003 of 
some governors in the South-South and South-East. Whatever 
the sources o f the arms may be, the point is that the worries of 
the Niger Delta people could still be highlighted and redressed 
without recourse to arms. But recourse to arms is now an op­
tion, because those who are paid to sniff out arms merchants, 
secure our borders and protect our lives have been failing in 
their duties.

In our long history since i 
the debacle o f choosing a 
military take-over) that is 
tribes. Nothing could be 
virtue of what part ofthe 
Presidency even 
qualities to make the 
citizen of the same 
though without 
position and 
system as currenthj 
at all then this 
That is, if the 
greatest numl

in 1960, we have been faced with 
at every turn (following an election or 

to the majority Hausa, Yoruba or fbo 
wrong than that a citizen o f a country, by 
he/she comes from, can never aspire to the 

a person possesses the leadership skills and 
move forward. It is equally wrong that another 
U by virtue of which tribe he belongs to, and 

ip skills and qualities, can decide to run for the 
There is something inherently wrong with such a 

in Nigeria; and if the country is to move forward 
and others outlined below need to be corrected, 

lity o f Nigerians agree that the greatest good o f the 
Nigerians lies in the country staying together as one
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entity. If this is£ case- then for the sake of the unity of the country, let us 
remove this c^m the wheel o f our progress and march forward. How can 
this be achie

Let us kyat Nigeria as it is presently constituted. There are now 36 
states in the?mtry> carved out more or less along ethnic or tribal boundaries, 
being a profession from the earlier demarcation of the country into three 
regions c/sponding to the three major tribes. This colonial legacy is the 
root of tty* orth/South dichotomy and does not augur well for the health of 
the natioheither does it make for unity and togetherness. Naturally, if the 
Ibibio pon is to live at peace and in unity with the Tiv and Fulani, then 
there lip  to be a sense of togetherness among them. The only way this is 
possihis for them to live together in a grouping, which calls for the re- 
divi^of Nigeria such that Southern, Middle Belt and Northern Nigeri­
ans fin, as it were, to live together in the same ‘state.’ For purposes of 
darfind avoidance o f proliferation, I propose a re-division of the country 
iijpty eight or 10 states, with boundaries running in North/South fashion, 

o f what the country will look like under this proposal is attached, 
the next election due in 2007 and the politicians already arguing over 

:r the next president should come from the North or South, this is a 
time for Nigerians to consider this proposal in the hope that the problem 

be tackled and its ghost, which has haunted the country for decades, can 
put to rest. Without doubt, there will be difficulties along the way such as 

adjustments, local government restructuring, traditional chiefs 
o f influence, the idea o f the people o f one tribe suddenly finding 
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themselves in two states, etc; but luckily, all these can be surmounted
I cite as an example to support the above proposal the division ofstat 

the U.S. where the boundaries are mainly straight lines running north/soi» ]  
or east/west across pockets or groupings o f Irish, French, Dutch, Eng!: 
African, Asian and Arab settlers living and working in hannony for »v 
advancement of their states. The net result is one prosperous nation of ‘ 
states, made up o f Units o f people from the above nations. The lesson h

is that if separate states had, as it were. Be 
created along ethnic I ines for the settlers, t’
U.S. would not have benefited as it has fa 
the fusion of the best o f these people. Nipe 
should copy this. Under a new arrangen 
Lagos will join Abuja as a Federal Cap; 
Territory, considering the investments o v  
the decades by all groups of Nigerians 
the city; in essence, there will be FCTs • 
both halves o f the country. The eight stel 
can be named Western, West Central, M 
Western, Middle Belt, Mid-Eastern; E  
Central, Eastern and North-Eastern. Sue’ 
re-division will, among other things, put 
end to:

a) the North/South ‘palava’ as the Ka 
man in the North will find himself in , 
same state as the Ijaw man

b) the agitations o f certain indigent 
people for political freedom

c) the current application of terms for: * 
poorly thought-out groupings such as Sou.
South, SouthAVest, South/East, etc, whic’ 
to me, is one big joke as it does not addre<- 
well the issue of a logical way to choose 
leadeis - - ——------- --  ____

d) the growing demand for resource cc 
trol by some states; resource should be shar 
equally among theeightnr 10 state* to era*"* 
that there is even development all over 
country in future. It would not be sensible 
have in the same country stinking rich stat 
lying side-by-side with depressingly-poa 
ones. That is not to say that the areas thr; 
suffer environmental degradation from c > 
exploration should not get spec ial assistance.

The above brings us to the burning issue o f the leadership/govema 
o f the nation. Who gets appointed president, vice president, governor, e" "
1 propose a simple scheme in which (see map) for one ruling pci kid by cr ^  '  
party, Middle Belt will produce the president and North-Eastern the v5&* J  
in the next ruling period, Mid-Eastern wiD produce the president and Wester 
the vice, and so on until all the states have had their chance to produc 
either a president or vice. In the next four ruling periods, the roles will bv 
reversed with the states which initially produced the president then producing 
the vice and the one which produced the vice then the president At sta.„ 
level, where the governor is from the South in any ruling period the deput 
will come from the North and vice versa in the second ruling period.

Operating the country on the basis o f eight or 10 states, the benefits tc 
the nation will be:

a) up to 500% savings in the operational cost o f running 37 administra 
tions

b) More money freed to go into roads/bridges/railway/wfe supply/ 
hospital/infrastructure

c) Greater ease for states paying civil servants salaries and pensions
d) End of agitations for new states/resource control
e) Hopefully, better religious and ethnic tolerance
0  Greater integration and less distrust between Southerners

Northerners
g) A more serious approach to nation-building
All Nigerians are aware o f the difficulties our so-called states have had 

in paying workers’ salaries and running their administrations and other 
institutions; in fact, without the revenue allocation from the centre, which 
is wholly dependent on oil revenues, most o f the states would not function 
in the real sense of the word. How will these states be run in 15,30 or 5 
years if the oil wells dry up? What would happen to the 36-state structure'; 
Crumble, one supposes. To avoid this, would it not be more beneficial to 
prune our administration costs so that our future budgets can accommodate 
the states structure, oil or no oil? Let us consider events o f the last 45 yea: 
as tottering steps in nation-building and face our problems squarely, can 
out necessary restructuring and approach the issOe of making Nigeria fun 
tional seriously.

Igiebor can be reached at (igiebor(ayahoo.com).
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