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  Samba school 
attendants practice 

dancing on the second 
day of rehearsals before 

the Rio carnival, which 
will take place from 

17-25 February in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil

AFRICAN SAYINGS

“Speak softly and carry a big stick; 
you will go far”

Source: BBC collection of listeners’  proverbs

KANOABUJA KADUNA MAIDUGURI JOS SOKOTO IBADAN ENUGU P/HARCOURT LAGOS
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Mediocrity knows nothing 
higher than itself, but talent 
instantly recognizes genius

– Arthur Conan Doyle
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Again, commuters count losses as FERMA 
repairs bridge on Keffi  -Abuja highway
By Saawua Terzungwe 

 

Commuters and travellers on the 
busy Abuja-Keffi   expressway 
were on Tuesday thrown into 

anguish following a gridlock which 
forced many of them to abandon their 
missions or devise ways to beat the 
traffi  c. Th e highway is notorious for 
hold-ups either due to accidents or 
repairs.  

Th e axis, which is the gateway to 
Nasarawa, Kaduna and Plateau states 
from the FCT is host to thousands of 
residents who daily commute to Abuja 
in search of livelihoods. 

Daily Trust reports that Tuesday’s 
gridlock was caused by the closure for 
repairs of one lane on a bridge at Ado 
village in Karu LGA of Nasarawa State 
by the Federal Roads Maintenance 
Agency (FERMA).  

A source told our correspondent 
that the bridge developed cracks which 
prompted the repairs. 

Th ough the lane was later opened for 
traffi  c, many commuters said they were 
subjected to so much hardship while the 
repairs lasted from Sunday to Tuesday.

Our correspondent reports that the 
situation took many by surprise as there 
was little or no publicity prior to the 
commencement of the work. 

Security deployed  
Daily Trust further reports that a team 

of security operatives was deployed to 
the area, with the army and the police 
playing lead roles.   

It was observed that the security 
personnel, including men of the Federal 
Road Safety Corps (FRSC), were on 
ground throughout the repair period to 
direct traffi  c. 

However, motorists and other 
travellers said they didn’t get information 
prior to the repairs. 

Many commuters accused the offi  cials 
of also not providing alternative routes 
before commencing work thereby 
grounding economic activities in the 
area and causing untold hardship to the 
people. 

Traders from Ado, New Karu, New 
Nyanyan, Auta Balefi , Kuchikau and 
Masaka, who spoke with our reporter, 
said the development had negatively 

aff ected them as they could not go to 
their various business places. 

A tailor who gave his name as Francis, 
said, “I can’t bear it any more. I won’t go 
to work tomorrow. I can’t kill myself. 
How can a road be locked up?” 

Similarly, a cake seller who gave her 
name as Mama Blessing, told Daily 
Trust that the situation aff ected her 
business, adding that if she did not make 
sales she might fi nd it diffi  cult to feed 
her children. 

Mama Blessing, who spoke in pidgin 
English said, “E no dey easy. We just dey 
suff er. My brother, if I no go my children 
no go survive.” 

People walk long distances 
Hit by the gridlock people, among 

them women and children, especially 
pregnant and nursing mothers, were 
seen trekking along the road as there 
were no vehicles to carry them. 

A nursing mother who declined to 
mention her name said, “I’m tired. 
Imagine, my child is sick; we are just 
coming from the Medical Centre, 
Mararaba. Th is is the worst day of my 
life.” 

Also, some travellers from Calabar in 
Cross River State said they were forced 
to sleep in their vehicles. 

Okada riders hike fares 

Residents of Ado, New Nyanyan, 
Masaka and others told Daily Trust that 
motor cycle operators, popularly called 
Okada riders, took advantage of the 
situation and increased their fares.  

A resident of Ado said, “One Okada 
rider collected N600 from Nyanyan. 
I was to dismount by Ado junction, 
but the worst happened. Th e road was 
blocked, so he ended up dropping me in 
One Man’s Village.” 

Daily Trust gathered that the fare 
from Nyanyan to Ado, which was N300 
before the gridlock, rose to between 
N500 and N600; while from Mararaba 
to Ado which was N200 rose to N300 
and N400 on Sunday and Monday.

Shop owners in One Man’s Village 
who also said they witnessed low sales 
accused government offi  cials of being 
insensitive to the plight of the people, 
stressing that the bridge ought to have 
been repaired during the festive period 
when a large number of people were on 
break for Christmas and New Year.    

Residents call for other routes 
Residents of the axis have appealed 

to the federal government to address 
the issue of a single-route to Abuja by 
constructing more roads to link with the 
expressway.  

Th ey also called for the immediate 

completion of the Apo-Karshi road 
which was awarded to Kakatar Limited, 
an indigenous company, in 2011, with a 
completion period of 20 months.

A civil servant who pleaded 
anonymity said, “Providing alternative 
routes will resolve many issues on the 
axis. Th e accidents that occur on this 
axis during the rush hours alone should 
be a strong reason for the completion of 
the Apo-Karshi project and opening of 
other routes.” 

A construction engineer, Sunday 
Asongo, said the notice for the repair 
of the bridge was given earlier, but that 
work was delayed as FERMA did not 
mobilise the contractor to site. 

Asked why an alternative route was 
not provided, he said, “I know the area 
you are referring to. It’s a tight area; 
you can’t provide another route, and 
especially because it was a repair that 
was billed for just a few days.” 

He added that blocking the lane under 
repair was normal if public notice had 
circulated and diversion signs stationed 
appropriately.  

When contacted, FERMA’s Deputy 
Director, Information, Maryam M. 
Sanusi, did not pick her calls or reply to 
an SMS sent to her mobile number by 
our reporter. 

  People trek as a result 
of the girdlock  
Photo: Ikechukwu Ibe

  traffi  c jam due to bridge construction work in Ado, along Abuja/ Keffi   expressway  Accident scene at Ado, along Abuja/ Keffi   expressway
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From Afeez Hanafi  (Lagos) & 

Peter Moses (Abeokuta)

The presidential candidate 
of the New Nigeria 
People’s Party (NNPP), 

Rabiu Kwankwaso, yesterday 
blamed Nigeria’s current woes 
on the wrong choices made by 
those ruling the country from 
1999 to date.

Speaking at the Chatham 
House in London, Kwankwaso 
lamented that Nigeria was 
beset by numerous challenges, 
including high rate of 
unemployment, insecurity and 
growing poverty.

Th e former governor of Kano 
State said while many would 
blame the economic hardships 
facing the country on the eff ects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
global economic recession, he 
would hold the past and present 
leaders responsible.

He said, “Our country 
today is facing numerous 
challenges - insecurity, 
growing poverty, growing 
and uncontrolled infl ation, 
growing unemployment 
and despondency, decaying 
infrastructure, high rate of 
maternal and neonatal deaths, 
collapsing education system, 
crises in the health care 
services, weak institutions, 
growing corruption and graft , 
unbelievable theft  of crude oil 
and other mineral resources and 
growing mistrust among the 
constituents, communities of 
our country and so on.

“We can point fi ngers at 
all sorts of factors allegedly 
responsible for our situation 
- from coronavirus to global 
economic recession; from 
western powers to international 
capital etc. But for me, we are 
where we are because of the 
mistakes in wrong choices made 
by the very people entrusted 
with the business of governing 
Nigeria in the last 24 years.”

According to Kwankwaso, he 
is aspiring to become the next 
president of Nigeria because he 
understands the issues involved, 
the mistakes made and the 
wrong priorities set.

“Together with our team, 
we are better connected with 
the hopes and aspirations of 
Nigeria citizens. We understand, 
agree with and share grievances 
and we have a practical plan 
for addressing every challenge 
bedeviling our country,” he 
stated.

Kwankwaso said his proposed 
alliance with the presidential 
candidate of the Labour Party 
(LP), Peter Obi, collapsed owing 
to the media hype enjoyed by the 
latter.

He explained, “On Labour 
Party, I was initially interested in 
working with them. But at that 
time, they were at the peak of 
the media hype and we couldn’t 
reach a compromise. Our party 
(NNPP) is a national party and 
we’re commanding the support 
of the masses.

“If you have a party, which is 
based on ethnicity and religion, 
that is the diff erence between 
the Labour party and our party, 
which is a national party, New 
Nigeria Peoples Party”.

Atiku to PDP members: You’ll 
show election results to get 
appointments, contracts

Th e presidential candidate 
of the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), Atiku Abubakar, 
yesterday gave party members 
conditions for appointments 
and contracts if elected as the 
next president. He said all party 
members must show results of 
their polling units to benefi t 
from the government.

Atiku insisted that if party 
members and leaders deliver 
at their polling units, it would 
be easy for the PDP to win the 
elections.

He said this in Abeokuta, 
Ogun State, during a town hall 
meeting with the stakeholders, 
attended by PDP National 
Chairman, Iyorchia Ayu; former 
Vice President, Namadi Sambo; 
Governors Aminu Tambuwal 
(Sokoto); Udom Emmanuel 
(Akwa-Ibom), Ademola Adeleke 
of Osun State and Senate 
Minority Leader, Phillip Aduda.

Also in attendance were a 
former Senate President, Bukola 
Saraki; former Governors 
Olagunsoye Oyinlola (Osun), 
Liyel Imoke (Cross River), 
Sule Lamido (Jigawa), the 
governorship candidate of the 
party in the state, Ladi Adebutu 
and his deputy, Adekunle 
Akinlade and the Lagos State 
governorship candidate, Abdul-
Azeez Adediran, were also in 
attendance.

Responding to questions from 
the audience, Atiku said “You 
are all members of the PDP and 
supporters of the PDP, you want 

PDP to return to power, please I 
beg of you, make sure you win 
your polling booths.

“Th e fact that you are following 
the gubernatorial candidate or 
the senatorial candidate or the 
House of Reps candidate or 
the presidential candidate to 
campaigns is no qualifi cation 
that you will get an appointment. 
It is not a qualifi cation that you 
will get a contract whether at the 
local government level, state or 
the federal level.

“Th e only way as far as I’m 
concerned, if I’m president, if 
you come and say you want a 
job or you want a contract, I will 
ask you: let me have the result 
of your polling booth and that 
is what I’m going to direct to 
everybody because unless we do 
that, we’ll not win the elections.

“You cannot be following 
the governor all the place or 
the senator all the place and 
then you don’t win your polling 
booth and you come and say 
you want to be a minister or you 
want to get this contract. So, 
please as members of our party, 
let us make sure that we go back 
to our constituencies and make 
sure that we deliver our polling 
units.”

Atiku promised to revamp 
the education sector in such a 
way that the incessant strike 
by the academic union in the 
universities will end.

He also promised to expand 
the nation’s economy to 
improve on the living standards 
of Nigerians and the workers.

 
Reject my husband aft er 4yrs 
if he underperforms-Tinubu’s 
wife

Wife of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) presidential 
candidate, Senator Oluremi 
Tinubu, has asked Nigerians to 
“drive out” her husband aft er 

four years if he is elected and 
fails to perform.

She spoke at the South-
East women rally for Tinubu/
Shettima Presidential Campaign 
in Owerri, Imo State capital.

She said, “Let’s leave religion 
aside; I am a Christian. Have 
you ever thought that one day 
a Christian-Christian candidate 
would emerge? What would be 
the reference point? We have 
tried the Muslim-Christian 
ticket, let us try this one too and 
aft er four years if they don’t do 
well, you can drive them out,” 
she said.

She said Nigeria’s election 
should not be about faith but 
about voting for a candidate 
who has the fear of God.

“When you have a person 
who fears God, not a person 
who is a Christian or Catholic 
or Muslim, but a God fearing 
person. When a man who fears 
God is in power, he will treat 
you right,” she said.

Noting that she had served 
Nigeria as a governor’s wife 
and senator, she said: “Th is is 
work time for Nigeria. We are 
not playing games. Women, 
we’ll remember you and I can 
assure that Asiwaju for sure will 
remember you.

“Th e Tinubu/Shettima have 
a big package for our youth. 
We will sit down and work with 
every region on their needs,” she 
further assured the women.

She stressed that the election 
was about a renewed hope of a 
country that is safe, progressive 
and possible, with investment 
in entrepreneurship and human 
capital.

Tinubu, who noted that 
she had served Nigeria as a 
governor’s wife and senator, 
assured the women that they 
would form a major percentage 
of the Tinubu/shettima 

administration.
In his remarks, Governor 

Hope Uzodinma urged the 
South-East women to make a 
wise decision by voting for the 
APC presidential candidate.

Uzodimma said: “I have 
decided to embark on political 
evangelism. I will continue to 
preach. I will continue to speak 
to my people to shine your eyes 
because this is the time for us to 
take the vital decision.

“We have decided that you 
are better off  being in a united 
Nigeria. A united Nigeria 
will best accommodate the 
population of Ndigbo.

“Th e geographical strength in 
the South East is not enough to 
accommodate us,” the governor 
said. 

Don’t vote along ethno-
religious lines, Obi tells 
Kaduna electorate

Th e Labour Party’s 
presidential candidate,  Peter 
Obi, yesterday 
cautioned the electorate against 
voting on  the basis of  religious 
and tribal affi  liations.

He said competent 
people should be allowed 
to lead the  country not 
people whom educational 
background was not known.

Addressing his party’s 
supporters  at  a campaign  rally 
in Kaduna, Obi  said he 
would  strengthen the security 
architecture as well as secure 
and unite Nigeria.

Th e former governor of 
Anambra State blamed the 
insecurity on lack of good 
leadership.

Th e party’s  vice-presidential 
candidate,  Datti Baba 
Ahmed,  described Obi as a 
patriotic Nigerian contesting to 
provide good leadership in the 
country.

Wrong choices responsible for Nigeria’s woes – Kwankwaso

  Vice President Yemi Osinbajo (right), presides over the Federal Executive Council Meeting at the 
Statehouse, Abuja yesterday PHOTO: VP Offi  ce
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‘Bad belle’ prevented Abiola from becoming president – Obasanjo
From Peter Moses, Abeokuta  

Former President Olusegun Obasanjo 
on Wednesday said “bad belle” (envy) 
prevented Chief MKO Abiola, the 

presumed winner of the June 12, 1993 
presidential election, from becoming 
president.

He spoke yesterday at a lecture titled 
“Eyin Ni Iwe Wa: You Are Our Epistle,” 
which was delivered as part of the centenary 
celebrations of the Baptist Boys High School, 
Abeokuta, Ogun State.

Th e event was organised by the Old 
Boys Association of the BBHS. Obasanjo 
said without the moral virtues and sound 
education impacted on him by BBHS, he 
would not have become what he is today.

He also noted that the school moulded 
the late sage, Obafemi Awolowo, and former 
judge of the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ), Prince Bola Ajibola, among others, 
into what they all became in life.

Awolowo was at BBHS in 1928, Ajibola 
graduated in 1955, Abiola was among the 
1956 set while Obasanjo left  the school in 
1957.

Obasanjo noted that aside from 
education, the 100-year-old school had at 
diff erent times inculcated godly virtues in 

all its products.
Th e retired general said apart from him, 

the BBHS would have had MKO Abiola as 
another former president, but “bad belle” 
prevented him from becoming president.

Obasanjo said, “Today, there are 
distinguished old boys in all walks of life, 
i.e., private sector, academia, military 
and paramilitary, civil society, traditional 
rulership, etc. Such is the present president 
of Old Boys Association of BBHS, Prof. 
Kayode Oyesiku.

“I believe that I must not be too forgetful 
to leave out yours truly, the son of Obasanjo, 
a modest war-victorious general and former 
military head of state and former president 
of Nigeria. Chief M.K.O. Abiola, the fi rst 
communication industry millionaire in 
Nigeria and the acclaimed winner of the 
1993 Presidential election who was in a class 
by himself.

“If not for Nigerian bad belle, MKO 
Abiola would have been president and with 

me as president, we would have needed one 
more old student of BBHS to be president 
for us to permanently locate it in BBHS 
aft er three times. And that is a challenge for 
up-and-coming generations of old boys,” 
Obasanjo said. He urged the new generation 
to preserve the moral virtues and discipline 
impacted on them by the school and pass it 
on in perpetuity.

Th e former president said, “What all 
these great products of BBHS have in 
common is godly virtue inculcated in them 
by the school. Th at was education plus. We 
carry it to anywhere we go as epistle written 
by BBHS to our families, our communities, 
our states, our country, and our continent of 
Africa and indeed our world.

“We must impact with humility, honesty, 
integrity, wisdom, courage, competence and 
fear of God - these must continue to be our 
characteristics and our attributes to make a 
change for good wherever we are. We must 
be diff erent.”

  Obasanjo
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previous electoral acts or 
the electoral act of any 
country in the world.

 “Th e Chief Returning 
Offi  cer is the chairman 
of INEC, meaning he 
can return someone as 
president today, and 

when there are agitations 
here and there tomorrow, 
he may withdraw his 
decision and return 
somebody else.”

Th e former Nigerian 
Bar Association 
president urged the 

National Assembly to 
remove the proviso and 
called on all stakeholders, 
particularly the political 
parties to “shine their 
eyes” by monitoring 
INEC and returning 
offi  cers.

2 monarchs, 5 others arrested over 
Edo train station attack

Bayelsa residents accuse Conoil 
of using toxic chemicals

FGC Yauri: Emir urges govt to 

rescue remaining female students 

From Usman A. Bello, 
Benin

 
Th e Edo State government 
has said that two traditional 
rulers and fi ve other 
persons have been arrested 
in connection with the 
kidnapping of 20 passengers 
from Igueben train station 

in Edo state on January 7.
 Th e Commissioner 

for Communication 
and Orientation, Chris 
Nehikhare, disclosed this 
yesterday in Benin while 
briefi ng journalists shortly 
aft er the state executive 
council meeting.

 “Th e success story in the 

kidnapping is that seven 
persons and two village 
chiefs have been arrested 
in connection with the 
incident.

 He added that two 
persons remaining in 
captivity of the kidnappers 
had been rescued by 
security agencies.

From Ismail Adebayo, 
Birnin Kebbi

 
Emir of Yauri, Dr Muhammad 
Zayyanu Abdullahi, has 
appealed to the federal and 
state governments as well as 
security agencies to rescue the 
remaining female students 
of the Federal Government 
College, Yauri, Kebbi State 
abducted by bandits since 
June 17, 2021.

 Th e emir made the 
appeal while receiving the 
governorship candidate of 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Dr Nasiru Idris, and 

his campaign train at his 
palace in Yauri.

Daily Trust reports that 19 
months aft er the abduction of 
80 students from the school, 
about 11 girls are still in 
captivity. 

Parents of the remaining 
11 students have resorted 
to crowd-funding to raise 
the N100 million ransom 
demanded by banditry 
kingpin, Dogo Gide.  

Th e emir said parents of the 
students still in captivity were 
worried and traumatised 
over the whereabouts of their 
children.

Benchers chair asks N/Assembly to remove INEC power to review results
From Raphael 
Ogbonnaiye, Ado-Ekiti

The Chairman 
of the Body 
of Benchers, 
Chief Wole 

Olanipekun (SAN), 
has asked the National 
Assembly to remove 
section 65 of the Electoral 
Act, which empowers 
chief returning offi  cers 
to review their decisions 
aft er returning winners 
in elections.

He said the power to 

do and undo granted 
a returning offi  cer 
and by extension, the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC) was very 
dangerous to the 
electoral system.

“To me, it is a very 
dangerous section, 
so novel in the sense 
that, here you have a 
section that empowers 
a returning offi  cer aft er 
returning to review his 
decision within a period 
of seven days.

“Th e returning offi  cer 
is not a court of law; not a 
tribunal; not vested with 
jurisdiction to exercise 
quasi-decision or to 
assume jurisdiction over 
any matter that is judicial 
in nature,” he said.

Olanipekun spoke 
when he paid a courtesy 
visit on the Ekiti State 
governor, Biodun 
Oyebanji, in his offi  ce in 
Ado-Ekiti yesterday.

He pointed out that 
he was not aware of 
any similar section in 

From Bassey Willie, 
Yenagoa

 
Residents and fi shermen 
in Koluama ll community 
in Southern Ijaw Local 
Government Area of 
Bayelsa State have raised the 
alarm over alleged use of 
toxic dispersants to contain 
an oil leak at Conoil’s fi eld in 
the area.

Th e fi shing settlement 
on the Atlantic coastline 
said the toxic chemicals 
had wiped out fi sh species, 
distorted aquatic life 
and threatened the main 
occupation of the people of 
the area.

Dispersants are chemical 
agents that help break up 
an oil slick into very small 
droplets, which dilute 
throughout the water.

Th e chairman, Koluama 
ll Community Development 
Committee (CDC), Mr 

Patrick Ileberi, said the 
chemical posed hazards to 
residents and aquatic life.

He explained that the 
dispersant pollutes the air 
in the neighbourhood and 
leaves a choking sensation 
and respiratory diffi  culties.

He said the community’s 
leadership had already 
reported the oil spill to 
the Yenagoa offi  ce of 
the National Oil Spills 
Detection and Response 
Agency (NOSDRA).

He disclosed that oil 
workers at the facility had 
shut down the pressure on 
the production pipelines, 
leading to the disappearance 
of the gas fl are fl ames at the 
oil fi eld.

He urged the various tiers 
of government to come to 
the aid of the community 
with relief materials and 
healthcare missions to 
Koluama 2.

When contacted, Mr Idris 
Musa, Director-General of 
NOSDRA, disclosed that 
the agency did not approve 
the use of dispersants in the 
area.

Th e Media Relations 
Manager of Conoil, Mr 
Abiodun Azeez, did not 
respond to an inquiry by 
our correspondent on the 
development as he did not 
pick up his calls or reply a 
text message sent to him.
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From Mumini Abdulkareem, Ilorin 

A principal suspect in the Off a bank 
robbery, Ayoade Akinnibosun, has 
said the former head of the Intelligence 

Response Team (IRT) of the Inspector 
General of Police, Abba Kyari, off ered him 
N10m and a visa to implicate former Senate 
President Bukola Saraki.

Akinnibosun, Ibikunle Ogunleye, Adeola 
Abraham, and two others were charged to 
court by the police for criminal conspiracy 

to rob the banks, murder of nine policemen 
and other citizens, and illegal possession of 
fi rearms. 

He told a Kwara State High Court, Ilorin, 
at the resumed trial yesterday that Kyari also 
off ered him a visa to any country of his choice 
if he implicated Saraki but he turned down the 
off er.

During cross examination by the 
defence counsel, Mathias Emeribe (SAN), 
Akinninbosun said, “He asked me to think 
over his off er very well. At this point, he 

ordered offi  cers Hassan and Mashood to 
return me to the cell. A separate one diff erent 
from where others are and they should stop 
torturing me,” he said. 

Th e suspect said he was not allowed to 
write any statement in Ilorin except his bio 
data until they were conveyed to Abuja in a 
tinted bus, where he was later kept in a place 
called “abattoir”.

Th e suspect alleged that some herdsmen 
were killed in his presence there, adding that 
he was mercilessly tortured and shot in the leg 

in order to implicate Saraki, adding that Saraki 
had nothing to do with the robbery case.

Th e defendant then went ahead to show the 
gunshot wound on his legs to the Court.

Akinninbosun added that one of the 
robbery suspects, Micheal Adikwu, was shot 
dead in his presence, a situation that got him 
terrifi ed and made him agree to implicate 
Saraki in a prepared statement before the 
press.

Th e presiding judge, Justice Alimat Salman, 
adjourned the case till February 13.

From Raphael Ogbonnaiye, 

Ado-Ekiti 
Th e Catholic Bishops of Ibadan 
Ecclesiastical Province have called on 
Nigerians to vote for leaders who will 
be true patriots, servants of the people, 
and responsive to the security and 
welfare needs of all Nigerians without 
discrimination.

Th e province comprised of Ibadan 
Archdiocese, Ilorin, Ondo, Ekiti, Oyo, 
and Osogbo dioceses, stated this in a 
communique issued aft er their meeting 

in Ibadan.
Th e communiqué signed by the 

president, Most Rev. Gabriel Abegunrin, 
and Secretary, Most Rev. John Oyejola, 
was made available to newsmen in Ado-
Ekiti yesterday by the Bishop of Ekiti 
Diocese, Most Rev. Felix Femi Ajakaye.

Th e bishops expressed sorrow over 
the Sunday killing of Rev. Fr. Isaac Achi 
of the Catholic Diocese of Minna in his 
residence. 

Th ey commended the governors 
of the South West for setting up 

and sustaining the Western Nigeria 
Security Network (WNSN) codenamed 
Amotekun Corps and others for the 
relatively improved security situation in 
the region.

Th ey called on the government to 
bolster existing security measures with 
new technology and prosecute arrested 
criminals.

Th e clergymen advised politicians 
to ensure nobility and fairness in their 
speech and actions toward free, fair and 
peaceful elections.

From Mumini Abdulkareem, Ilorin
 

Hoodlums dressed in military uniforms 
have abducted four tipper drivers from 
a farm in Ilorin, the state capital, where 
they went to excavate sand for supply to 
their customers last Saturday.

 Th e four abductees, sources said, 
were members of the Oyun Garage 
branch of the Association of Quarry 
and Sand dealers, Ilorin.

It was learnt that the kidnappers had 

already contacted their families and 
placed N5m ransom on each of them.

However, some women who 
claimed to be wives of the drivers on 
Wednesday in Oyun area, Kwara State 
Polytechnic Road, Ilorin yesterday 
took to the street to solicit for alms 
from commuters and passersby to raise 
the ransom.

One of the women identifi ed as 
Aishat said that they took to begging to 
raise money.

She appealed to philanthropists and 
the public to come to their aid to free 
their husbands.

Th e Police Public Relations Offi  cer 
(PPRO) in the state, Ajayi Okasanmi, 
confi rmed the abduction on 
Wednesday.

Okasanmi who said the victims were 
yet to be rescued as of Wednesday, said 
that two suspects had been arrested 
and were helping the police in their 
investigation.

From Habibu Idris 

Gimba, Damaturu 
 

Governor Mai Mala Buni 
of Yobe State has approved 
a 35 per cent reduction in 
yearly rents of shops in 
the newly commissioned 
modern market to support 
and encourage traders.

Th e Ground Floor 
Prime View Double 
with an initial price tag 
of N468,000 per annum 
is now N304,200 while 
the Ground Floor Prime 
View Single initially 
put at N390,000 is now 
N253,500p.a. against the 
initial recommendation 
by the State Committee on 
Allocation of Shops.

Similarly, the Ground 
Floor Prime View with 
two face that was to 
attract N442,000 is now 
N287,300 per annum, 
and Ground Floor others 
Double put at N390,000 is 
now reduced to N253,500.

Th e Ground Floor 
Others Single initially 
with a rent tag of 
N325,000 will now 
cost N211,250p.a while 

Ground Floor Others Two 
Face is to attract N253,500 
against the initial price of 
N390,000.

Th e Upstairs Prime 
View Double has been 
reduced to N253,500 
against the former rate of 
N390,000 while Upstairs 
Prime View Single will 
now cost N211,250 against 
N325,000 initial price.

Th e Upstairs Prime 
View two face now costs 
N236,600 and the Upstairs 
Others Double is pegged at 
N169,000 while Upstairs 
Others Single is now to 
attract N152,100p.a.

Th e two face Upstairs 
Others earlier approved 
for N260,000 is now to 
be rented out at N169,000 
while Block B Standard 
now attracts N211,250 
against N325,000.

Block B Regular will be 
given out for N185,900 
against N286,000 while 
Block C now goes 
for N211,250 against 
N325,000 and the Meat 
Shop Slabs goes for 
N105,625 against the 
initial rate of N162,500.

From Eyo Charles 

Calabar

His Royal Majesty Edidem 
Ekpo Okon Abasi Otu V 
has been re-selected and 
proclaimed as the Obong 
of Calabar.

Th e proclamation was 
done by the Etuboms’ 
Conclave of the Efi k 
Traditional Rulers’ 
Council, aft er a lengthy 
meeting and processes 
which climaxed at 7.30pm 
with the declaration by 13 
Etuboms who signed it.

Th e re-selection and 
proclamation was carried 
out in accordance with the 
Supreme Court judgement 
of 13 January 2023 which 
ordered that the exercise 
must be done not later than 
Wednesday 18 January 
2023.

Former minister of 
fi nance under late Gen 
Sani Abacha regime, 
Chief Anthony Ani had 
approached the high court 

up to the Supreme Court 
following his denial to 
participate in the selection 
process in 2008, during 
which Edidem Ekpo Okon 
Abasi Otu  emerged as 
Obong.

In its judgement, the 
Supreme Court had relied 
on the judgment of the 
appellate court which ruled 
that Ani was not capped 
as a rule by the Obong of 
Calabar before the exercise 
and so was not qualifi ed 
and was not eligible to 
stand another selection 
process.

Th e apex court however 
ruled that Ekpo Okon 
Abasi Otu must undergo 
the selection process, which 
order has been complied 
with by the proclamation 
of the Etuboms’ Conclave.

Th e proclamation was 
signed by chairman of the 
conclave, HRH Etubom 
Ntiero Eden Effi  wat and 
Secretary, HRH Etubom 
Edem Ita Ededem.

ACP Kyari off ered me N10m, visa to implicate Saraki – Suspect 

Vote candidates without discrimination, Catholic Bishops tell Nigerians

Hoodlums in military uniforms abduct 4 truck drivers in Kwara

Buni slashes price of newly 
constructed modern markets

Abasi Otu re-affi  rmed  as 
Obong of Calabar
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In compliance with the Provisions of Section 12 (1) of the 
National Minimum Wage Act 2019, the National Salaries, 
Incomes and Wages Commission in collaboration with 

the Federal Ministry of Labour and Employment, Federal 
Ministry of Finance, Budget and National Planning, Office of 
the Head of the Civil Service of the Federation, Budget Office 
of the Federation, Office of the Accountant-General of the 
Federation and National Bureau of Statistics is conducting the 
Phase I of a nation-wide monitoring of the implementation 
and compliance with the National Minimum Wage Act 2019.

The purpose of the exercise is to ascertain the level of 
compliance of public and private sector employers with the 
payment of the national minimum wage of N30,000:00 per 
month to their employees as provided by Section 3 of the 
Act. Consequently, a team of authorised officers has been 
mandated to visit selected employers/organisations between 
Monday, 23rd January 2023 and Friday, 3rd, February 2023 to 
administer a questionnaire aimed at obtaining information 
to verify the level of compliance with the provisions of the Act.

Concerned employers/organisations as well as members of 
the public are hereby informed of the exercise and requested 
to give maximum support and cooperation where necessary.

THE PRESIDENCY
NATIONAL SALARIES, INCOMES & WAGES COMMISSION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TO THE COMMISSION
Wing B. 3rd Floor, Federal Secretariat Complex, Phase I, Shehu Shagari Way, 

P.M.B. 346. Garki - Abuja. Tel: 09-7802351 Email: seccom@nsiwc.gov.ng, 
Website: www.nsiwc.gov.ng

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

SIGNED
Engr. David I. Nyikyaa

Secretary to the Commission
(Announcer)

N
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Applications are invited from early career African 
scientists for a GSK Africa Open Lab research grant. 
Maximum amount available per award £75,000.

For more information visit: 
www.gsk.com/AfricaOpenLab/

Applications open: 9th December 2022
Application deadline: 17th February 2023

Do you have an idea that could 
improve the scientific understanding 
of malaria, TB, neglected tropical 
diseases and other infectious 
diseases in Africa?

GSK Research  
Funding Opportunity
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SIGNED: MANAGEMENT

JOB TITLE: Partnership Editor
ORGANISATION: Trust TV
LOCATION: Abuja

JOB SUMMARY: The overall Purpose of the Job is to 
help maintain and enhance Trust TV’s partnerships with 
other media platforms and organizations within and outside 
Nigeria.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES 
• To take responsibility for day-to-day partner management, 

including updating partners with programming 
information and schedule changes, coordinating and 
working on new initiatives.

• To liaise with partners on day-to-day queries, content 
placement and exchange.

• To help implement the strategy for exploiting market 
opportunities, including the identi  cation of appropriate 
targets for business development. 

• To work with the Business Development team to deliver 
the Business Development Plan with accountability for 
agreed audiences, traf  c and partner acquisition objectives 
for the market. 

• To be a media market expert, understanding and sharing 
key media market insights and changes, highlighting the 
activities of competitors, and recommending appropriate.

• From time to time to help organize speci  c Trust TV-led 
projects, training and events.

 QUALIFICATION AND SKILLS
• At least 5 years working in the media or a similar role.
• At least a BSC/HND in a related  eld.
• Considerable experience of working in a sales and 

marketing, business development and/or editorial 
environment.

• Experience in sales techniques including negotiating, 
in  uencing and networking skills. 

•  A deep understanding of Nigeria’s media environment and 
distribution/delivery systems with a strong contacts book 
and a detailed appreciation of likely market developments.

• A demonstrable ability to maintain and manage 
information and  nance processes and systems.

• Demonstrable track record of delivering results to agreed 
timetables. 

• First class presentation skills.

The closing date for the application is Thursday 
January 26th, 2023. 

FOR MORE INFO VISIT THE LINK BELOW:

http://bit.ly/3ZJrFbs

PARTNERSHIP EDITOR

In accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Act Cap E12 LFN 
2004, which makes it mandatory for proponents of all new major development activities to carry out 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for their proposed projects, the Federal Ministry of 
Environment hereby announces a twenty–one (21) working days public notice for information and 
comments on the draft EIA report of the above subject submitted by MRS Oil Nigeria Limited.

The Display Centers are: -
I. Headquarters, Katsina Local Government Area, Katsina, Katsina State
ii. Katsina State Ministry of Environment, Katsina, Katsina State 
iii. Federal Ministry of Environment Office, Katsina State. 
iv. Federal Ministry of Environment, Environment House (Brown Building), Independence Way, 

Central Business District, Abuja-FCT.

Brief Project Description: -

The proposed project involves the construction and operation of a 100,000 litres capacity Aviation Fuel 

Terminal for the storage and distribution of Automotive Turbine Kerosene (ATK) also known as Jet A1 
2  

Fuel. The terminal would be situated on an acquired land area of about 4,055.997 m within the Umaru 

Musa Yar'adua Airport, Katsina, Katsina State. The components of the project include:

����Service Building

����Fuel Dispensing Bay

����Products Storage Tanks

����Generator House

����Parking Area

Duration of Display: -
th th

Date: : 19  January, 2023 – 16  February, 2023  

Time:  8:00am – 4:00pm daily.

ALL COMMENTS RECEIVED SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE HONOURABLE 

MINISTER, FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT MABUSHI, ABUJA ON OR 
RD

BEFORE 23  FEBRUARY, 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE 

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
PUBLIC DISPLAY EXERCISE ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
(EIA) DRAFT REPORT OF THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF AVIATION FUEL  
TERMINAL  (100,000Ltrs)  AT UMAR MUSA YARADUA  AIRPORT, KATSINA LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  AREA,  KATSINA  STATE BY MRS  OIL NIGERIA  LIMITED.

SIGNED
PERMANENT SECRETARY

FOR: HONOURABLE MINISTER.
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Chatham House invitation a 
form of neocolonialism – Ex-AIG

Muslim-Muslim ticket: Court dismisses suit 
seeking Tinubu’s disqualifi cation

SDP bars presidential candidate, others from comments

Nigeria’s survival lies on restructuring – Okotie

From Usman A. Bello, Benin

A former Assistant 
Inspector General of 
Police (AIG), Ambrose 

Aisabor (Rtd), and a Human 
Rights Activist, Barrister 
Osagie Obayuwana, have 
described the invitation of 
presidential candidates for 
the February 25, 2022, general 
elections to speak about 
their policy thrusts at the 
Chatham House in the United 
Kingdom (UK) as a form of 
neocolonialism.

Speaking yesterday in 
Benin, Edo State, Aisabor said, 
“Chatham House address is 
a distraction. Th e issues the 
candidates are going to tackle 
are Nigerian problems. So, on 
what basis are they going to 
Chatham House?

He wondered why Nigerians 
are still subservient to their 
colonial masters, noting 
that, “We have an equivalent 
(Chathem House) in the 
National Institute for Policy 
and Strategic Studies (NIPSS) 
in Jos.”

He noted that going to 
Chatham House would only 
enhance the economy of other 
countries as candidates invited 
would go with other party 
offi  cials who were going to 
use airlines, accommodation, 
feeding and other services in 
Britain at the expense of the 
Nigerian economy.

He said, “Th erefore, the 
pilgrimage by presidential 
candidates to Britain is uncalled 
for and a waste of our meagre 
resources. It is also another 
form of neocolonialism.”

On his part, Obayuwana, 
a former Commissioner for 
Justice and Attorney General 
in Edo State, described 
the development as being 
subservient to colonial 
mentality.

He said, “Th e British are not 
voters in Nigeria, and those who 
go on pilgrimage to Chatham 
House are not going there to 
see Nigerians, but to beg for 
approval and kind consideration 
of the British government.

“I think it is a vote of no 
confi dence on our electoral 

process in Nigeria. Candidates 
want to fl aunt that (Chatham 
House) as additional 
qualifi cation that they have 
won approval of the British 
government; thinking it would 
enhance their chances of 
winning the election.”

He lamented that the 
candidates going to Chatham 
House were not courageous 
enough to accuse the 
British government of being 
responsible for the mess the 
Nigerians and other Africans 
found themselves in.

By John Chuks Azu

A Federal High Court in Abuja has dismissed 
a suit seeking the disqualifi cation of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) presidential 
candidate, Bola Ahmed Tinubu, over the 
issue of the Muslim-Muslim ticket ahead of 
the February 25, 2022, polls.

Justice Ahmed Ramat Mohammed 
yesterday ruled that the lawyer who fi led 
the suit lacked the locus standi since he 
was neither a member of the APC nor a 
participant in the process that produced 
Tinubu and his running mate, Kashim 
Shettima, as candidates.

Th e suit was fi led by an Abuja-based 
lawyer, Osigwe Ahmed Momoh, seeking 
an order nullifying the candidature of 
Tinubu and the APC from participating 
in the presidential election on the ground 
that the nomination of the Muslim-Muslim 
candidacy was unconstitutional and against 
the spirit and letters of Sections 14, 15 and 
224 of the 1999 Nigerian Constitution.

Momoh argued that the Muslim-Muslim 

candidacy ran counter to the spirit of national 
cohesion, integration and unity.

He asked the court for an order of perpetual 
injunction restraining the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC) 
from publishing the name of APC and its 
presidential candidate for the 2023 elections.

By Abbas Jimoh

Th e National Chairman 
of the Social Democratic 
Party (SDP), Alhaji Musa 
Gabam, has said that only 
the National Working 
Committee (NWC) 
members of the party have 
authority to determine 
its direction with regards 
to elections and related 
matters and therefore asked 
the party’s candidates to 
stop making unapproved 

comments.
In a statement yesterday 

by the National Publicity 
Secretary of the party, 
Ambassador Rufus 
Aiyenigba, the party stated 
that no member or candidate 
of the party was authorised 
to make any commitment on 
behalf of the party without 
the NWC’s approval.

Th e statement reads in 
part: “And for the avoidance 
of any doubt, the SDP 
national headquarters 

further makes itself clear 
by defi ning ‘members’ to 
include zonal chairmen, state 
chairmen, local government 
chairmen and ward 
chairmen and ‘candidates: 
to include the presidential, 
governorship, senatorial, 
House of Representatives 
and Houses of Assembly 
candidates.”

Th e party warned that any 
member who went contrary 
to the guidelines would be 
sanctioned accordingly.

From Abdullateef Aliyu, 
Lagos

A former presidential 
candidate and interim 
government campaigner, 
Rev Chris Okotie, has 
said that Nigeria’s future is 

guaranteed only when the 
country is restructured.

In continuation of 
his interim government 
campaign which he began 
in 2019, Okotie, yesterday, 
said that for Nigeria to 
overcome the 2023 global 

economic headwinds 
predicted by experts there 
was the need to put in 
place strong governance 
structures and a stable 
polity, noting that such 
ingredients were absent in 
the 1999 constitution.

INSIDE POLITICS Nigeria needs a new set of leaders and 
only the masses can change this narrative. 

Don’t sell your votes because of N2,000
— PRP presidential candidate, Kola Abiola
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By Saawua Terzungwe

Th e Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC) has explained why 
some states are witnessing 
low turnout of prospective 
voters for the collection 
of the Permanent Voter’s 
Card (PVC) in some states.

INEC National 
Commissioner and 
Chairman of the 
Outreach and Partnership 
Committee (OPC), Prof 
Kunle Ajayi, told newsmen 
on Wednesday in Abuja 
that the off -season 
elections held in 2022 
contributed to low PVC 
collection in the aff ected 
states.

Prof Ajayi spoke in an 
interview with newsmen 

during a national dialogue 
with Nigerian women 
groups and candidates 
with the theme: “2023 
Elections: Women’s 
Participation in PVC 
Collection and Election 
Day Processes”, organised 
by INEC’s gender and 
inclusivity department in 
collaboration with IFES.

He explained that, 
“Th ere are states where 
elections were held in 
2022. In states like Ekiti, 
Osun and Anambra, voters 
have already collected 
their PVCs because of off -
season elections. So, you 
don’t expect much from 
there. But we are appealing 
to voters nationwide not 
to wait till the last minute. 
Collect your PVCs now.

“Women are a major 
power bloc and a voting 
force to contend with in 
the forthcoming general 
elections. With the 
power of your PVCs and 
the opportunity of the 
coming elections, there is 
an avenue for women to 
change the narrative, speak 
with one voice and grasp 
the mantle of leadership in 
their favour.”

On her part, INEC’s 
acting Director, Gender 
and Inclusivity, Lakunuya 
Dorothy Bello, said the 
dialogue was aimed at 
encouraging women 
participation in politics 
and ensuring they collected 
their PVCs to enable them 
vote on February 25 and 
March 11.

By Saawua Terzungwe

A former governor of 
Bauchi State, Isa Yuguda, 
has said it would amount 
to blasphemy for Nigerians 
to reject the presidential 
candidate of the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC), Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, as a special gift  
from God.

Yuguda who spoke 
yesterday during a 
symposium on ‘renewed 
hope 2023’, organised by the 
APC Professionals Forum 
at the Yar’adua Centre in 
Abuja said Tinubu should 
succeed Buhari because 
he is patriotic and an anti-
corruption crusader.

Th e former governor 
said, “Nobody can doubt 

the progress in Lagos and 
we can see the leadership 
qualities in him to lead 
people from all parts of the 
world. 

“Tinubu is very patriotic 
and that is who we need 
today as a leader. He is an 
anti-corruption crusader. 
We know it and everybody 
knows it. If there were 
corruption in Lagos, that 
state would not be where it 
is today. 

“It would be to, should 
I say, blasphemy to turn 
against him. At least, he 
is there for you. Tinubu 
is very patriotic and that 
is who we need today as a 
leader. 

“Anywhere there is 
corruption, there can’t be 
progress; there can’t be 

economic progress that we 
can see. In society, we can’t 
say there is no corruption 
but, at least, it has been 
brought down to the barest 
minimum.” 

Speaking at the event, 
wife of the APC presidential 
candidate, Senator Oluremi 
Tinubu, said her husband 
would lift  many families 
out of poverty and hunger 
if elected on February 25.

Tinubu’s wife who was 
represented by the Director 
General of National Centre 
for Women Development, 
Asabe Bashir, said if 
elected, the Tinubu-led 
administration would 
increase opportunities 
and create the right 
environment for women 
and youth to fl ourish.

Why there is low PVC collection 
in some states – INEC

It will amount to blasphemy if 
Nigerians reject Tinubu – Yuguda

‘It’s a vote of no confi dence on Nigeria’s electoral process’

  Tinubu
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From Zahraddeen 
Yakubu Shuaibu, Kano 

Go v e r n o r s h i p 
candidates in Kano 
State yesterday 

signed a peace accord, with 
the promise to maintain 
peace during the elections.

Th e event was organised 
by the Kano Peace 
Committee (KPC) in 
collaboration with the 
National Peace Committee 
(NPC), United Nations and 
the Kukah Centre. 

Th e candidates pledged 
to conduct themselves 
peacefully during the 
electoral process.

Th ey also called for 
proper implementation of 
the peace accord processes.

Th e governorship 
candidate of the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party 
(NNPP), Engr. Abba 
Kabir Yusuf, said the last 

peace accord was not 
implemented properly, 
alleging that there were 
instances where peace was 
disrupted but nothing was 
done.

He urged the police and 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC) to remain neutral 
and perform their duties 
professionally.

Speaking to Daily Trust 
on pockets of violence 
being recorded during the 
campaign season, Bashir I. 
Bashir, the candidate of the 
Labour Party, said for his 
commitment to peace, his 
children followed him to 
campaign rallies.

He said electoral violence 
is mostly caused by 
desperate politicians, urging 
Nigerians to avoid them and 
make the right choice.

A representative of the 
United Nations, Giovanie 

Biha, urged the candidates 
to caution their supporters 
against violence.

“Election violence 
continues to undermine 
inclusive electoral processes, 
especially with regards to 
women participation and 
the respect for human rights 
and the rule of law.

“Hence, we are expected 
to be more proactive in 
identifying ways to peaceful 
electoral processes and take 
the necessary measures 
to either address them or 
mitigate their impact both 
in Kano State and Nigeria,” 
Biha said.

Th e state’s Commissioner 
of Police, CP Mamman 
Dauda, represented by 
DCP Mu’azu Muhammad, 
assured that the police would 
be fair to all candidates and 
parties.

“We have all what it 
takes to provide adequate 

security for each party in 
the state during elections. 
But we want the candidates 
and their parties to caution 
their supporters against 
disrupting the process,” he 
said.

Th e state’s governor, 
Dr Abdullahi Umar 
Ganduje, appealed to 
the peace committee to 
monitor off enders and call 
out anyone fl outing the 
agreement signed.

Th e gubernatorial 
candidates who signed the 
peace accord are: Sha’aban 
Ibrahim Sharada (ADP), 
Salibu Tanko Yakasaai 
(PRP), Abba Kabir Yusuf 
(NNPP), Bashir I. Bashir 
(LP), Muhammed Abacha 
(PDP), Bala Gwagwarwa 
(SDP) and deputy 
gubernatorial candidate of 
APC, Murtala Sule Garo, 
and that of ADC, Dr Aminu 
Anas.

By Saawua Terzungwe & 
Baba Martins 

Th e PDP Presidential 
Campaign Council 
(PCC) has vowed to 
furnish Nigerians with the 
compendium of corrupt 
activities of the APC 
presidential candidate, 
Ahmed Bola Tinubu.

Addressing a press 
conference at the PDP 
presidential campaign 
offi  ce in Abuja on 
Wednesday, a spokesman 
of the campaign council, 
Kola Ologbondiyan, 
explained that the plot by 
Tinubu to divert attention 
from his litany of atrocities 
by seeking to impugn 
the impeccable character 
of Atiku Abubakar, with 
unfounded controversy of 
corruption, has failed. 

He said, “Tinubu, 
sensing that his many 
corrupt activities, especially 
his fl eecing of Lagos 
State with many Special 
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) 
companies, were about to 
come to light, rushed to 
hire a serial blackmailer, 
as he has always done, 
to foul the public space 
with fabricated allegations 
against Atiku Abubakar.” 

Kano gov’ship candidates sign peace 
accord, demand proper implementation

PDP campaign to Tinubu: We’ll publish your corruption compendium

From Mohammed 
Ibrahim Yaba, Kaduna

Th e All Progressives 
Congress (APC) 
governorship candidate 
in Kaduna State, Senator 
Uba Sani, has promised 
to review some Governor 
Nasir El-Rufai’s policies 
that did not go down well 
with the people if elected.

He stated this at a 
debate organised by BBC 
Hausa in Kaduna state.

He said Governor El-
Rufai, as a human, was 
not immune from making 
mistakes with some of his 
policies, especially in the 
areas of education and 
human development.

“I will surely look 
at some of the policies 
and correct the wrong 
ones. Th is is because 
the governor has said 
that, as a human, he 
must have made some 
wrong policies, they will 
be corrected. But I will 
continue with the good 
ones,” he said 

Th e governorship 
candidates of the New 
Nigerian Peoples Party 
(NNPP) and Peoples 
Democratic Party 
(PDP), Senator Suleiman 
Hunkuyi and Isa Ashiru 
respectively, vowed to 
reverse the sacking of 
school teachers and the 
fees increment in the 
state’s university.

Asiru claimed that 
most of the public schools 
in the state have no chairs.

He said, if elected, 
workers who were 
sacked wrongly would be 
reinstated.

From Bassey Willie, 
Yenagoa

Bayelsa State governor, 
Senator Douye Diri, 
and his Delta State 
counterpart, Senator 
Ifeanyi Okowa, 
have advocated for 
constitutionally defi ned 
roles for traditional rulers 
to ensure peace in the 
country.

Th e governors spoke in 
Yenagoa, the Bayelsa State 
capital, on Wednesday 
during the South South 
Monarch Forum’s 
Extraordinary General 
Assembly with the theme: 
“Entrenching Grassroots 
Security and Peace in 
the South-South Region 
during and aft er the 2023 
General Election”.

Th ey lauded President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
for his insistence on free 
and fair elections, saying 
the country is relying 
on him to match words 
with action and deliver 
a credible 2023 general 
election.

While advocating for 
a constitutional role for 
monarchs as custodians 
of culture, the Bayelsa 
State governor cautioned 
politicians against the 
use of youths for violence 
and called on all hands 

to be on deck to ensure a 
violence-free election.

He said people of 
the South South region 
would continue to agitate 
for the restructuring of 
the country to enthrone 
justice and equity.

On his part, Governor 
Ifeanyi Okowa, who is 
also the vice-presidential 
candidate of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
said traditional rulers play 
a very important role as 
custodians of culture and 
should be empowered 
to play more active roles 
in ensuring peace in the 
country.

He also hailed the 
introduction of BVAS 
and wondered why some 
persons and political 
parties were against a 
technology that will 
promote credible elections 
and improve the image 
of Nigeria even in the 
international community.

We’ll review El-rufai’s 
policies – Kaduna 
gov’ship candidates

Diri, Okowa seek 
constitutional role for 
monarchs

From Ayobami Balogun, Lagos

Th e Labour Party has bemoaned 
the harassment of its members in 
Lagos State, threatening to take 
legal action against anyone caught 
in such an act.

Th e party’s caretaker committee 
chairman in Lagos, Mrs Dayo 
Ekong, disclosed this during the 

inauguration ceremony of the 
Lagos State 25-member caretaker 
committee.

She said, “Th ey should put a stop 
on the harassment and attack on 
Labour Party members and allow 
peace to reign. We have a legal 
system that works, and we would 
make sure that nobody terrorises 
any member of the Labour Party.”

Addressing the issue of crisis 
within the party, Mrs Ekong said 
the newly inaugurated committee 
would ensure that peace is restored 
within its fold.

Th e state secretary of the 
committee, Sam Okpala, assured 
Nigerians that the baton of good 
leadership lies with the Labour 
Party.

Stop harassing our members – LP

  Ayu

  Gov. Diri

  Gov. El-Rufai
It’s a diversionary tactic – APC

Listing some of the 
alleged corrupt activities, 
the PDP Campaign said, 
“lt is now in the public 
domain how Alpha Beta, 
which has for over 20 
years held the exclusive 
rights to collect taxes 
in Lagos State in return 
for a commission under 
very shady arrangements 
through which it reportedly 
siphoned billions of naira 
belonging to Lagos State.

“Th e public is now aware 
of a petition before an anti-
corruption agency wherein 
Tinubu’s alleged SPV 

company was reported 
to have used another 
company which shares the 
same address with Tinubu’s 
offi  ce on Idowu Taylor 
Street in Lagos to launder 
Lagos State funds.”

But reacting, the APC 
Presidential Campaign 
Council, in a statement by 
the Director, Media and 
Publicity, Bayo Onanuga, 
said the PDP should 
“address the allegations of 
criminal money-laundering 
and reckless abuse of public 
trust” against Atiku and 
should not introduce a 

diversionary tactic into the 
matter. 

Th e APC Campaign 
Council said, “Th e issues 
the Nigerian people want 
the PDP and his candidate 
to address are simple.Th ey 
are, was the whistleblower, 
Michael Achimugu, who 
swore to an oath,  employed 
by Atiku? 

“Did Atiku make a 
scandalous confession in 
a telephone conversation 
on how he and his former 
boss, President Olusegun 
Obasanjo” set up SPVs, 
such as Marine Float, to 
steal public money? Was 
the taped voice not Atiku’s?

“It is obvious that 
the PDP presidential 
candidate has no defence 
to these  allegations, which 
he admitted in his viral 
confession.

“Rather than address 
the allegations of criminal 
money-laundering and 
reckless abuse of public 
trust levelled against  Atiku 
Abubakar, by one of his 
closest aides,  the PDP 
tried in vain to defend its 
presidential candidate by 
embarking on a puerile 
diversionary journey by 
drumming up a stale 
allegation against his rival.”
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OPINION

By Patricia Amogu 

The year 2022 witnessed fl ooding 
as never seen in recent years in 
diff erent parts of the country. Th e 

damage caused was massive resulting in 
loss of lives, property and farmlands. 

Th e incident also caught the attention 
of the international media with BBC 
reporting that “Nigeria is suff ering its 
worst fl ooding in a decade, forcing 1.4 
million people from their home’’. 

“Th is year’s fl ooding has the highest 
death toll since the 2012 fl ooding”, 
the National Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) was quoted by the 
media as saying. 

But the fl ood disaster did not come 
without a warning. On Sept. 7, the 
Nigeria Hydrological Services Agency 
(NIHSA) had predicted an “abnormal” 
rainy season for 2022 only comparable 
to what was witnessed in 2012. 

Between July and October 2012, 
fl ooding in Nigeria pushed rivers over 
their banks and submerged hundreds of 
thousands of acres of farmland. 

According to NEMA, it forced 1.3 
million people out of their homes and 
claimed 431 lives. 

Both rivers Niger and Benue had 
burst their banks, engulfi ng the small 
lakes and ponds. South of Idah, the 
Niger River sparked into a sprawling 
temporary lake. 

Th e United Nations Integrated 
Regional Information Networks had 
reported that many farmers had lost 
everything they  labored for.. 

Similarly, Nigerian Red Cross 
statistics showed that no fewer than 
120,000 people were made homeless 
while thousands of displaced residents 
had to fl ee temporary shelters as the 
fl oods overwhelmed those camps. 

Nigeria was not alone in coming 
with fl oods in 2012; fl oods had aff ected 
several other countries in west and 
central Africa by mid-September 

Comparing 2012 fl ooding to that of 
2022, NEMA Director-General, Ahmed 
Habib, told newsmen that this year 
fl ooding has the highest death toll since 
the 2012 fl ooding. 

On its part, NIHSA explained that 
Kainji and Jebba dams had started 
spilling excess water from their dams, 

with Shiroro dam, expected to shed 
excess water by October. 

“In 2012, there was fl ooding in Kogi 
and Benue states, due to two reasons, 
namely, heavy rainfalls and the release 
of excess water from Cameroon’s Lagdo 
dam. Th e fl oods killed over 430 people 
leaving 566, 466 people displaced. 

NIHSA explained that Kainji and 
Jebba dams had started spilling excess 
water from their dams, with Shiroro 
dam, expected to shed excess water by 
October. 

“In 2012, there was fl ooding in Kogi 
and Benue states, due to two reasons, 
heavy rainfalls; and the release of excess 
water from Cameroon’s Lagdo dam. Th e 
fl oods killed over 430 people leaving 
566, 466 people displaced. 

Th e agency’s Director-General, Mr 
Clement Nze, had indicated that it was 
conscious of the impact of Lagdo dam 
in Cameroon on fl ooding in Nigeria if 
its reservoir level approaches 216m. 

“Th e water from the dam will cascade 
into Nigeria through River Benue, 
aff ecting communities in Benue, Kogi, 
Nassarawa, Kebbi, Niger, Taraba, and 
Adamawa,”most of the catastrophes 
present would not be diff erent from that 
of 2012.” he said. 

According to the United Nations 
Offi  ce for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Aff airs (OCHA) Nigeria 
is among the eleven countries listed as 
fl ooding hotspots in 2022. 

Th e Republic of Congo occupies 
the number one spot in the West and 
Central African region. 

Th e West and Central Africa region 
accounts for 265,400 internally 
displaced persons (IDP’s) due to 
disasters such as fl ood, storms and 
landslides. 

Th e region accounts for 
approximately three per cent of total 
IDPs on the continent as of the end 
of 2021, according to the Internal 
Displacement Monitoring Centre. 

Millions of people are globally 
exposed to fl ooding every year, with no 
fewer than 800 million people living in 
fl ood-prone areas while 19 per cent of 
the world population is directly exposed 
to substantial risks during 1-in-100 year 
fl ood events, according to environment 
experts. 

Experts say that as the dry season 
continues, relevant agencies should 
collaborate to take necessary measures 
to ensure that the 2023 rainy season 
does not bring the magnitude of disaster 
experienced in 2012 and 2022. 

Th ey advise that Nigeria and 
Cameroon governments should 
immediately take concrete steps to 
mitigate the impact of the Lagdo dam 
on Nigerian communities in the event 
of excess water storage. 

It is important that enough public 
enlightenment campaigns are carried 
out ahead of the rainy season to raise 
emergency preparedness among 
coastline communities. 

Environmentalists also advise 
that among others, where necessary, 
dredging should be carried out to ensure 
that rivers can accommodate more rain 
water in the event of continuous heavy 
rainfall during the 2023 rainy season. 
(NANFeatures) 

Sometimes, I wonder why human nature 
is so obsessed with self-victimhood. 
Th e fact that I have to wonder is itself 

a fi gment of that moral and intellectual 
convenience institutionalised by the culture 
of social self-interest and apparently this is at 
the heart of every human being. Since there 
is an exception to every rule, I refer to those 
of us who are mere mortals of course. 

Th is spirit, what Friedrich Nietzsche 
called “the instinct of vengeance” typifi es 
many human events in which a duplex 
relationship goes sour, or someone(s) 
felt wronged by someone(s) else’s acts of 
omission and commission.  

As a Nigerian, born and bred, I have cause 
to believe that this self-righteous persecution 
complex is an auxiliary device found in the 
package deal we are all created from. About 
half the time, this gets in the way so much 
we end up blind, deaf and dumb – clinically 
incapable of reason and objectivity.  

In about a little more than a month, it 
will be one of those days we have to bathe 
ourselves – and this will be like nature 
holding up a mirror to us, both individually 
as whoever we are and collectively as 
Nigerians. It will show us what we really 
look like – warts and all, without the self-
serving delusions. Nigerians will decide 
those who will rule them at all the three tiers 
of political administration.  

We have complained about the quality 
of those who have led us since before Dan 
Fodio showed up and that has not yet 
changed.  It boggles many minds to learn 
that even the consecrated founding fathers 
of this nation were political villains to many 
during their time. We have been like lost 
sheep in the desert, with no Moses in sight 
probably since the beginning of the political 
history of our part of the Sudan and that still 
persists.  

But all said and done, the big picture 
emerges, our problem is not leadership 
even though this also circles back to being 
a symptom of the problem. When you really 
think about it, those we call our leaders are 
in fact our victims, not just the other way 
round. We keep stuffi  ng round pegs down 
the throat of round holes and in the process 
we compromise and break the peg, while 
also decimating the board itself. Th at means 
you end up with an eyesore.  

Th is scenario mirrors that hypocritical 
sentiment against lawmen almost everyone 
in the world harbours. A cop is a pig much 
more than he is not an accoutrement of 
civil sophistication even though they are 
meant to be the latter and never the former. 
Th eir crime is falling victim to the “curse 
of Nietzsche” – “Th ose who hunt monsters 
must take care lest they become monsters 
themselves. If you stare down into the 
abyss long enough, the abyss will stare back 
at you.” Nigerian cops are an especially 
repugnant eyesore indeed… but when 
there is a documented mass propensity by 
a whole social demographic for something, 
you need to take a closer, objective look at 
the fundamentals. We send our lawmen into 
the abyss of society so we are shielded from 
it but they stayed and stared too long – what 
do you expect? 

Th e foregoing is just the functional logic 
the context is derived from. Th rough the 

instruments of society, we encourage and 
goad and coax and seduce and bait mere 
mortals into the lawlessness of frontline 
leadership – that exposure appears to 
mangle and spoof a moral compass no 
matter how tightly wound it is. Th ey 
become plutocrats, monsters without even 
knowing it. As products of lawlessness, 
plutocrats are apex predators who do not 
recognise the supremacy of the law over 
them, the lawlessness having gone into their 
heads and it became their new normal. Th e 
Hausa translation of the word “jungle” is the 
compound word – dokar daji, literally “law 
of the jungle”. A jungle denotes lawlessness, 
and you do not expect someone natured 
and nurtured by a jungle to understand or 
recognise any limit to the frivolity of their 
carnal whims. Th e political frontier in 
Nigeria is lawless because our institutions of 
state have proved incapable of policing and 
enforcing all relevant laws and regulations 
in that sphere anywhere near the extent at 
which the rest of society is under the leash 
of civilised order in a way that echoes and 
institutionalised Louis XIV’s “Le etat c’est 
moi” – the “state is me” sentiment. His 
immediate successor, Louis XV perfected 
the articulation of that totalitarian ideal in 
his own declaration, “après mois, le deluge”. 
Th at is Leadership 101 in Nigeria. For all our 
“leaders” care, society can crash and burn by 
the time they are done with it. 

Th ey were never leaders, they were not 
equipped for life in neither Sodom nor 
Gomorrah, but that we never cared about 
or never cared to care about. Either way, the 
verdict is right in our faces.   

Th e hypocrisy here is in our petty 
contempt for our policemen as well as 
our politicians. A policeman is not only a 
pariah but an abomination. Th e eugenicist 
culture of ancient Sparta somewhat looked 
at the disabled veterans of its wars with 
disgust, so much so they chose not to return 
to the city and formed a colony of their 
own somewhere. If you believe this was 
unconscionably outrageous, you might be 
right. But back then, there was no moral 
question here. Th e way there is no moral 
question about why our policemen and 
politicians disgust us – because we sent 
them out into the abyss and they were left  
mangled aft er the abyss stared back into 
them.  

On the February 25 and two weeks aft er 
that, Nigerians will have to go naked for a 
bath. Th e Hausa people have a saying – 
“ranar wanka, ba’a boyon cibi”. Literally, this 
translates into, “on bathing days, you cannot 
hide the navel”. On those days there will be 
nowhere to hide... you will have to see your 
cibi, the umbilical livewire of who we are 
both individually and collectively. You will 
have to take a hard look at your nakedness. 

Th ere is a silver lining though. It will be 
a bathing day. You know what that means. 
Take a good hard look at our belly button, 
drop the victimhood platitudes and make 
that an opportunity to cleanse and redeem 
that nakedness. Part of the pain we must 
face that day will come from the fact that all 
the foreseeable outcomes would be choices 
between the devil and the deep blue sea. 
Such is our predicament, but we can start 
from there. 

Averting 2022 fl ooding disaster in 
2023 through proactive measures 

Experts say that 
as the dry season 

continues, relevant 
agencies should 

collaborate to take 
necessary measures 

to ensure that the 
2023 rainy season 
does not bring the 

magnitude of disaster 
experienced in 2012 

and 2022.
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EDITORIAL

The more successive administrations in the country claim to have tackled and 
curbed corruption, especially in the public service, the more corruption cases 
involving public offi  cers are exposed; raising doubts even in the assertions of the 

present administration that it is winning the fi ght against corruption.
In its latest ethics and transparency index report released on Monday last week, the 

Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Off ences Commission (ICPC) scored 
the Ministries of Finance, Power and Education low. Th e report by the ICPC is part of 
its mandate to deploy the Ethics and Integrity Compliance Scorecard (EICS) in federal 
government’s ministries, departments and agencies (MDAs) to assess their compliance 
to extant ethical, integrity, statutory, policy and regulatory standards and practices. 

Th e assessment is provided for in Section 6(b)-(d) of the Corrupt Practices and Other 
Related Off ences Act, 2000 with a view to reinforcing the drive to strengthen probity, 
accountability and transparency in government. Th e goal of the EICS deployment in 
MDAs is to diminish corruption risks, system abuse and revive ethics and integrity 
benchmarks in government offi  ces.

Th e tool was deployed between April and July 2022 in 360 MDAs. Th e index showed 
that 260 MDAs responded and were rated according to the degree of compliance with 
the scoring criteria.

A breakdown of the report shows that 52 agencies scored zero in the ranking, meaning 
that they did not respond to enquiries on them. Th ey were marked as “High Corruption 
Risk (HCR)” agencies by the commission. Such agencies were fl agged for the attention 
of the public and for further inquiries and actions.

Prominent among the agencies in this category include the Federal Ministry of 
Education, the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeal, National Judicial Institute, Nigerian 
Christian Pilgrims Commission, National Bureau of Statistics and the National Pension 
Commission. 

Others include Nigerian Content Development and Monitoring Board, National 
Population Commission, Nigerian Investment Promotion Commission, Standards 
Organisation of Nigeria, National Centre for Disease Control, National Broadcasting 
Commission, National Hospital, National Examinations Council, Universal Basic 
Education Commission, and the Assets Management Corporation of Nigeria. 

It is worrisome that some strategic MDAs including fi nance, justice, and power 
ministries, the Fiscal Responsibility Commission, the NDDC and many others that 
should expectedly earn fi rst-rate grades in ICPC’s EICS failed the compliance test by 
scoring below the pass-mark of 50. While the Ministry of Power scored 46.15, FCDA 
got 44.25. Th e Federal Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Niger Delta Aff airs 
respectively failed with 42.45 and 42.10 per cent respectively. 

Further examination of the report also shows that about 15 federal MDAs scored 
below 30 marks. Th ey include the Federal Ministry of Petroleum Resources (29.55), and 
the Bureau of Public Procurement (20.40).

What is more worrying is the abysmal rating respectively earned by the Ministry of 
Justice (18.95) and the Police Service Commission (15.78). With the National Lottery 
Trust Fund earning the highest score (86.05) in the entire transparency assessment, the 
Ministry of Justice should be ashamed of its outing. 

Speaking on how the ICPC scored MDAs, spokeswoman for the commission, Mrs 
Azuka Ogugua, said the anti-graft  agency looked at compliance level of MDAs to 
existing government policies, which according to her, are categorised under three 
groups; namely management measures and culture, fi nancial management systems and 
administrative systems. She said MDAs were required to print existing documents to 
support their compliance in the three broad areas of operations. 

If MDAs that are strategic in the fi ght against corruption such as the justice ministry, 
the two highest courts, which are the principal enforcers of law as well as protectors 
of fundamental human rights would fail ICPC’s integrity test so woefully, it is easy to 
conclude that the attempt by citizens to seek justice at the appellant and the Supreme 
Courts is simply an exercise in futility; dashing the hope of Nigerians for a just society.

Th e very poor rating of these courts in the ICPC’s recent transparency index only 
confi rms that some key actors in the war against corruption have rather become a part 
of the problem than of the solution. Th is report by the ICPC coming at the tail end of 
the present administration further seeks to puncture the latter’s much-advertised claim 
that it has done so much to tame corruption in government.

We advise ICPC to seek explanations from MDAs that scored zero in the exercise. 
Th ose without reasons to explain their inactions should be blacklisted, named 
and shamed stringently, and where applicable, have their allocations in budgetary 
appropriations withheld until they comply.

While we commend ICPC for its courage in naming and shaming corrupt MDAs, 
we equally encourage Servicom units of all MDAs and other anti-graft  agencies to take 
aft er ICPC in blowing the whistle against MDAs that fail to comply with extant rules 
guiding various operational systems and procedures in the public service. We insist, 
however, that such ethics and integrity tests must also be carried out in Nigeria’s many 
anti-corruption agencies themselves, aft er all, they are also government agencies.

Secondly, it is most preferred that such indices are designed and implemented by 
non-governmental agencies or research centres, rather than anti-graft  agencies that are 
also government departments like any other. But overall, the report is a positive step 
towards winning the fi ght against corruption in Nigeria. 

Nigeria must win fi ght 
against corruption

No. 20 P.O.W. Mafemi Crescent, Off  Solomon Lar Way, Utako District, Abuja
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MLK’s “I have a dream” 
speech is arguably one of the 

most famous and one of the 
most memorised speeches of 

all time. Even a child knows 
the refrain, “I have a dream.” 
The success of that speech in 

galvanising the civil rights 
movement and its enduring 

popularity is testament to the 
power of words. However, it 

is illustrative of the power of 
dreams.  

We must remember that 
nothing can happen until we 

dream it. Every action begins 
with our belief that it is possible. 

Dreams are free, don’t let anyone 
talk you out of yours. It is the 

dreams that fuel our motivation, 
guide our steps. That is why we 

ask our children what they want 
to be when they grow up, and 

where it is sensible to and we can, 
we encourage their dreams, no 

matter how big those dreams are.
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I am writing this on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day and it’s got me thinking 
about worthy legacies and living 

in such a way as to leave one behind. 
Oft en when we think of great men 
and women of history, we forget that 
they were like us: warts and all. Th ey 
were not born great (yes, I know the 
Winston Churchill quote about some 
being born great, and I don’t agree with 
it because greatness and privilege are 
two diff erent things), but they became 
great. Th ey achieved greatness.

MLK wasn’t born fully formed. 
He didn’t just pop up, preaching and 
giving eloquent speeches that have 
stood the test of time. He was once a 
cranky baby. He once had snot running 
down his nose.  He was once a little boy 
who ran around and played and fell 
and cried. He did not have two heads. 
He was simply a normal human being 
who got angry enough about the status 
quo (there’s something to be said for 
righteous anger) and dared to make a 
change (there’s something to be said for 
courage).  He wasn’t a saint (there are 
enough stories that testify to his fl aws) 
but he had a heart large enough that 
made him uncomfortable with fi ghting 
for just himself and his personal gains 
(all those supporting corruption and 
nonsense because it benefi ts you pay 
attention oo).

He promoted nonviolence and 
civil disobedience as means of 
achieving racial equality and social 
justice (proving that there are things 
truly mightier than the sword) and 
inconvenienced himself to pursue 
them. Today, he is deservedly being 
remembered. Schools and government 
offi  ces are closed all because of one 
man, a mere man like you and I whose 
message of love, whose courage and 
compassion, whose life continues to 
inspire millions all over the world.  

MLK’s “I have a dream” speech is 
arguably one of the most famous and 
one of the most memorised speeches of 
all time. Even a child knows the refrain, 
“I have a dream.” Th e success of that 
speech in galvanising the civil rights 
movement and its enduring popularity 
is testament to the power of words. 
However, it is illustrative of the power 
of dreams.  

When the 1963 March on 
Washington for Freedom and Jobs 
was held, MLK had a diff erent speech 
prepared, “a short and somewhat 
formal recitation of the suff erings 

of African Americans attempting 
to realise their freedom in a society 
chained by discrimination,” but 
according to his speechwriter, “In 
the seventh paragraph, something 
extraordinary happened. King paused. 
In that brief silence, Mahalia Jackson, 
a gospel singer and good friend of 
King’s, shouted “tell ‘em about the 
‘dream.’” Few people heard her, with the 
exception of Jones, Ted Kennedy, and, 
of course, King. Here’s what happened 
next…King push(ed) the text of his 
prepared remarks to one side of the 
lectern. He shift ed gears in a heartbeat, 
abandoning whatever fi nal version he’d 
prepared…he’d given himself over to 
the spirit of the moment.”  And

“Encouraged by shouts from the 
audience, King drew upon some of his 
past talks, and the result became the 
landmark statement of civil rights in 
America — a dream of all people, of 
all races and colours and backgrounds, 
sharing in an America marked by 
freedom and democracy.”

MLK’s mission really began with a 
dream. He dared to dream big dreams 
of freedom and equality at a time 
when many would have considered 
his dreams ludicrous and impossible. 
Imagine dreaming that his children 
would live in a nation where they’d 
be judged not by the colour of their 
skin but by the content of their hearts 
when Black people couldn’t even vote. 
And yet, his children have lived to see 
a Black man occupy the White House 
and an African American/South Asian 
woman become the vice president 
of the United States. What are your 
dreams? How audacious are they?

We must remember that nothing can 
happen until we dream it. Every action 
begins with our belief that it is possible. 
Dreams are free, don’t let anyone talk 
you out of yours. It is the dreams that 
fuel our motivation, guide our steps. 
Th at is why we ask our children what 
they want to be when they grow up, 
and where it is sensible to and we can, 
we encourage their dreams, no matter 
how big those dreams are.

On this MLK day, let his life inspire 
us to seek to speak truth to power, 
to dream boldly and to sow seeds 
that future generations will reap the 
harvests of. Let us be inspired to fi ght 
for those who are oppressed, to live a 
life that ensures that we leave this world 
– or our bit of it- better than we met it. 
Let us all live a purposeful life. Dream 
big dreams. Dream good dreams.  
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By Muideen Olaniyi 

The Minister of Police 
Aff airs, Mohammed 
Dingyadi, says the 

Inspector-General of Police, 
Usman Alkali Baba, will not be 
retiring midway into the general 
elections as expected.

He stated this yesterday while 
fi elding questions from State House 
reporters aft er the fi rst Federal 
Executive Council meeting of the 
year.

Dingyadi, who said Baba 
already had an appointment 
letter extending his term in offi  ce, 
added that the Police Act 2020 
had changed the rules for an IGP’s 
retirement.

Media reports had suggested that 
the IGP would be clocking 60 years 
on March 1 and would be expected 

to honour the rule that mandates 
public servants to go on retirement 
at 60.

But reacting to a question on 
this, the minister said: “I don’t 
know where you got your record, 
but let me say that by the provision 
of the Police Act 2020, the IG is 
now supposed to have a kind of 
four-year period and Mr. President 
has already given him letter of 
appointment in that regard. 

“So, the issue of IG going out 
during this election period does 
not arise,” he said.

Baba, appointed as acting IGP on 
April 6, 2021, was confi rmed by the 
Police Council as the substantive 
IG in June 2021.

Dingyadi also said the FEC 
approved draft  bill for an Act to 
establish Nigeria Police Institutions 
which, he said, is to provide legal 

backing and fi nancial autonomy 
to the existing training institutions 
across the country for eff ective and 
professional policing services.

He said the council had directed 
the Attorney-General of the 
Federation and Minister of Justice, 
Abubakar Malami, to transmit the 
draft  bill to National Assembly for 
consideration and fi nal passage 
into law.

He also said reforms initiated 
by the All Progressives Congress-
administration had led to a drastic 
reduction in the level of corruption 
within the Nigeria Police.

He said the main objective of 
the bill was not to establish new 
training colleges but rather boost 
the seven existing police colleges, 
15 training institutes, and other 
allied professional institutions 
across the country.

By Itodo Daniel Sule

Th e House of Representatives 
yesterday urged the Inspector-
General of Police, Usman Alkali 
Baba, to deploy more mobile police 
personnel to Edo Central Senatorial 
District and establish a mobile base to 
tackle kidnappings and other security 

challenges in the area.
Th e House also urged the Chief of 

Army Staff , Lt. Gen. Faruk Yahaya, to 
set up an army barracks or a Forward 
Operating Base (FOB) within the 
senatorial district to beef up security 
there.

Th e resolutions followed the 
adoption of a motion by Sergius Ose 

Ogun who expressed worries over 
the rising spate of kidnappings and 
robberies at the senatorial district.

He said besides the recent abduction 
of 20 train passengers in the area, two 
prominent personalities, including a 
customary court judge and a former 
member of the Edo State House of 
Assembly, had fallen victims.

By Abbas Jimoh

Chairman/Chief Executive Offi  cer of 
the National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA), Mohamed Buba 
Marwa, has warned that drug barons 
and cartels will face tougher times 
in 2023 if they fail to back out of the 
illicit drug business.

He gave the warning yesterday in 
Abuja at a media briefi ng to update 
the public on eff orts by the NDLEA 
to rid the country of illicit substance 
abuse and drug traffi  cking on the 
second anniversary of his leadership 
of the anti-narcotics body. 

He said 34 barons were already in 
the agency’s net and were facing the 
music in court.

“We’ve secured orders for the 
temporary forfeiture of their assets. 
With our prosecution being topnotch, 
they can look forward to a long time 
in prison and fi nal forfeiture of their 
wealth and assets.

“Th ose involved in the illicit drug 
trade should take a cue from our 
actions. Th ey can again look forward 
to a tough time this year,” Marwa said.

According to him, the signs of what 
to come are clear as the agency in the 
fi rst two weeks of this year took down 

three major drug cartels, one of which 
had built extensive networks across 
the world while at least six of their 
kingpins are in NDLEA custody.

He said, “In these two years, we 
arrested 26,458 drug traffi  ckers, 
among them, 34 barons. In 24 
months, we successfully prosecuted 
3,733 off enders who were convicted 
and handed various jail terms in 
court.

“Of the conviction fi gure, 2,346 
were recorded in 2022 alone, which is 
the highest in the history of the agency 
and almost doubled the highest ever 
recorded in the 33 years of NDLEA.”

Buhari extends IGP’s tenure

Kidnappings: Reps ask IGP, COAS to beef up security in Edo

We’ll go tougher on drug barons, cartels – NDLEA

By Faruk Shuaibu

Chairman, National 
P o p u l a t i o n 
Commission (NPC), 
Nasir Isa Kwarra, 
yesterday asked 
Nigerians to stop 
viewing census as a 
political or economic 
tool to be taken 
advantage of.

He spoke in 
Abuja during the 
opening ceremony 
of an orientation 
programme for census 
training and fi eld 
coordinators.

He appealed to 
Nigerians to join 

the commission in 
its bid to give the 
country accurate and 
reliable data through 
the forthcoming 
2023 Population and 
Housing Census.

He stressed the 
need for “a shift  in 
national attitude that 
sees census data as 
a tool for seeking 
economic and political 
advantages.”

Kwarra said the 
NPC was committed to 
positively rewriting the 
history of censuses in 
Nigeria by delivering 
accurate and reliable 
census data this year.

By John Chuks Azu

A Federal High Court 
in Abuja yesterday 
fi xed March 20 for 
the hearing of the suit 
against the governor 
of the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN), 
Godwin Emefi ele, over 
a $53m judgement debt 
arising from the Paris 
Club refunds. 

Justice Inyang Ekwo 
noted that due to the 
pre-election matters 
before the court 
ahead of the 2023 
general elections, the 
application would be 
heard on the adjourned 
date.

Th e court had, 
earlier in an application 
for garnishee made 
on October 20, 2022, 
ordered Emefi ele to 
appear yesterday for 
the matter. 

Th e order followed 

the application by a 
Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria, Joe Agi against 
Linas International Ltd, 
the Minister of Finance 
and the CBN through 
his lawyers, Isaac Ekpa 
and Chinonso Obasi 
seeking an order to 
direct the Inspector-
General of Police to 
arrest Emefi ele and 
bring him to court 
alongside his lawyers: 
Damian Dodo, Audu 
Anuga, all Senior 
Advocates of Nigeria, 
and Ginika Ezeoke, 
Jessica Iyoke, Abdullahi 
Afolayan and Olayemi 
Afolayan.

Th e suit arose over an 
alleged $70m judgment 
against Linas over the 
lawyer’s services in 
the Paris Club refund, 
which Emefi ele was 
said to have released 
only $17m leaving an 
outstanding $53m.

By Seun Adeuyi

Th e Federal 
Government yesterday 
sought support 
from stakeholders 
for the fi ght against 
deforestation.

It said the alarming 
rate of deforestation, 
over exploitation of 
forest resources and 
illegalities in the forest 
sector were driving 
some animals and 
plants into extinction.

Th e Minister 
of Environment, 
Mohammed Abdullahi, 
said this in Abuja 
while declaring 
open a stakeholders’ 
maiden meeting of 
the reconstituted joint 
task force on export of 
processed wood and 
allied products.

A b d u l l a h i , 
represented by Director, 
Pollution Control and 
Environmental Health 
of the ministry, Charles 
Ikea, said the committee 
would be saddled 
with the responsibility 
of ensuring strict 
compliance with 
guidelines.

He said, “In the fi ght 
against illegal activities 
in the forest sector, all 
hands must be on deck. 
Th us, the ministry urges 
all critical stakeholders 
to join this fi ght in order 
to bring sanity to the 
forest sector by stopping 
this ugly situation.

“Hence, the 
reconstitution of the 
JTF with the mandate 
to ensure strict 
compliance with the 
guidelines.”

Census not political, 
economic tool —  NPC

Emefi ele: Court adjourns $53m 
judgment debt suit to March 20

FG seeks end to deforestation

  From Left: Former Ekiti State Governor, Kayode Fayemi; former Osun State Governor, Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola and former 
Kwara State Governor, Abdulfatah Ahmed; at the 12th anniversary and One-Day Dialogue  with the theme: 2023 & Beyond: 
Tracking Campaign Promises for Good Governance, organized by NPO REPORTS in Abuja Photo: Onyekachukwu Obi
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CRUDE OIL BRENT $82.15/bbl

GOLD $1,799.07/ounce

SILVER $19.39/ounce

NATURAL GAS $4.63/MMBtu

CBN EXCHANGE RATES

US DOLLAR Pound STERLING   EURO YUAN/ RENMINBI RIYAL CFA

Buying 446.13 540.04 473.34 63.94 118.5 0.70

Central NGN 446.63 540.64 473.87 64.01 118.7 0.71

Selling NGN 447.13 541.25 473.40 65.08 118.8 0.72

COMMODITIES PRICE  (December 28, 2022)
Dollar Euro Pound S.

N733 N745 N915

Dollar Euro Pound S.

N743 N760 N930

By Vincent Nwanma & Philip 
Shimnom Clement

Th e Nigeria Economic Summit 
Group (NESG) has said Nigeria’s 
Real Gross Domestic Product 
(RGDP) growth will average at 
2.98 per cent in 2023 just as it said 
employment rate could reach 37%.

Th e NESG stated this yesterday 
in Abuja during the virtual launch 
of the 2023 macroeconomic 
outlook report for the Nigeria 
economy titled “Nigeria in 
Transition: Recipes for Shared 
Prosperity.”

Dr. Olusegun Omisakin, 
head of research at NESG in a 
presentation, projects that Nigeria’s 
unemployment rate which 
currently stands at 33 per cent will 
rise to 37 per cent in 2023.

Th e 2.98% aligns with that of 
World Bank but lower than the 
3.75% projected for the 2023 
budget.

As eff orts to contain crude oil 
theft  in Nigeria intensify, crude 
oil production will average 1.35 
million barrels per day in 2023, the 
report had explained.

“Th e unemployment rate will 
increase to 37% and the poverty 
headcount will amplify to 45% 
due to weak performance in the 
job-elastic sectors, low labour 
absorption of sectors that will drive 
growth, and population growth 
estimated at 3.2 percent will lead to 
a decline in real per capita income,” 
it added.

Th e group further stated that the 
infl ation rate will average 20.5 per 
cent in 2023.

Shubham Chaudhuri, Country 
Director for Nigeria, World Bank 
said for the government to end 
extreme poverty, there must be 
fi nances for adequate investments.

“Th ese ensure that private 
enterprises are empowered, not to 
start but to grow and fl ourish and 
create the jobs that provide the 
economic opportunities that are 
important,” he said.

NESG predicts 2.98% 
real GDP growth, 37% 
unemployment rate

By Simon Echewofun Sunday 
& Linda Ifeachor

The Nigerian National 
Petroleum Company 
Limited (NNPC) along 

with its partners has a target to 
deliver the drilling of two oil 
wells on the Bonga oil well with 
the drilling of about 12 more oil 
wells in Imo State and Anyala-
Madu near Port Harcourt, this 
year.

Th e company is also working 
on adding over 20 oil and gas wells 
within the next four years which 
could raise oil production to nearly 
3 million barrels per day (bpd) for 
Nigeria.

Nigeria currently produces 
about 1.4mbpd of oil rising from 
1m in November 2022, a rebound 
that occurred aft er massive 
onslaught against oil thieves. Th e 
oil theft  menace which grew worse 
in 2022 dropped oil production 
from over 1.8mbpd previously.

According to a record of 
ongoing partnership projects 
obtained from NNPC Ltd 
yesterday, NNPC and SNEPCo 
(Shell) started drilling the Bonga 
oil fi eld OML118 since April 2022 
and is expected to complete it by 
April 2023 to add about 20,000bpd 
of oil from two oil-producing 
wells and three injectors. Already 
one of the wells was ready as of 
November 2022 and the second is 
nearing completion.

By the third and fourth quarters 
of this year, NNPC and Shell 
Petroleum Development Company 
of Nigeria (SPDC) will deliver the 
ANOH Gas project in Asa North 
and Ohaji South of Imo State. Th is 
project is for drilling six gas wells 
with a gas processing plant for 250 
million metric standard cubic feet 
per day (MMscf/d).

And in Rivers State, the company 
working with First Exploration & 
Petroleum Development Company 
Limited (First E&P) will deliver fi ve 
oil wells and a gas injection well on 
the Oil Mining Lease (OML) 85 
Anyala-Madu fi eld.

Still this year, NNPC is starting 

three projects with partners. Th e 
fi rst is the Preowei fi eld in Bayelsa 
to drill 16 wells (eight oil wells and 
eight water wells) which it hopes 
to complete by 2026 along its 
partner - Total Upstream Nigeria 
Limited (TUPNI). Th e Agbami 
gas monetisation project is starting 
this year with Stardeep to raise gas 
compression from 450MMscf/d 
to 600MMscf/d; the tender is in 
progress and it is expected to be 
ready by 2027. Th e Bonga North on 
OML118 is on to drill about 20 oil 
wells between 2023 and 2027 with 
a $2.9 billion funding projection.

From 2027 20 2031, NNPC 
and SNEPCO are working on the 

Bonga South West Aparo fi eld on 
OML118 to drill about 20 wells; the 
Owowo fi eld on OML154 is also 
in process but will begin in phases 
from 2029 with over 13 oil wells.

Commenting on this, an oil gas 
consultant, Jide Okoroafor, noted 
that if the projects are delivered, 
the country’s daily oil production 
output could rise to over 3 million 
bpd which means higher oil 
revenue.

“I think it is achievable for 
NNPC and its partners especially 
with the Petroleum Industry Act 
(PIA) 2021 that encourages settling 
host communities,” said Okoroafor, 
the head of WellHead Consult Ltd.

By Chris Agabi 

Th e federal, state and local 
governments have shared a total 
sum of N990.189 billion to the 
three tiers of government, as 
Federation Allocation for the 
month of December 2022.

Amount shared includes 
Gross Statutory Revenue, Value 
Added Tax (VAT), Exchange 
Gain and Electronic Money 
Transfer Levies (EMTL).

Th e federal government 

received N375.306bn, the 
states received N299.557bn, 
the local government councils 
got N221.807bn, while the 
oil-producing states received 
N93.519bn as derivation (13% of 
Mineral Revenue).

Th e communiqué issued 
by the Federation Account 
Allocation Committee (FAAC) 
at the end of the meeting 
indicated that the gross revenue 
available from the Value Added 
Tax (VAT) for December 2022 

was N250.512bn, which was 
an increase distributed in the 
preceding month. From this 
amount, N7.215bn was allocated 
to NDDC project and N10.020bn 
to Cost of Collection to FIRS 
and NCS remaining N233.277bn 
which was distributed as 
follows; federal government got 
N34.992bn, the states received 
N116.639bn, local government 
councils got N81.647bn.

Accordingly, the Gross 
Statutory Revenue of N1136.1bn 

was received for the month 
which was higher than the sum 
received in the previous month. 
From this amount, N31.531bn 
was given to Cost of Collection 
and N396.896bn to Transfers, 
Savings and Refunds remaining 
the balance of N707.756bn 
which was distributed as 
follows; federal government was 
allocated N325.105bn, states 
got N165.897bn, LGCs got 
N127.129bn, and Oil Derivation 
(13% Mineral Revenue) got 

N90.625bn.
Also, the sum of N24.315bn 

from the Electronic Money 
Transfer Levies (EMTL) was 
distributed to the three tiers 
of government as follows; the 
federal government received 
N3.648bn, states got N12.157bn, 
local government councils 
received N8.510bn.

Th e balance in the Excess 
Crude Account (ECA) as at 
January 17th, 2023 stands at 
$473,754.57.

FG, states, LGAs get N990.189bn for Dec 2022

NNPC, partners to complete 
drilling of 14 oil wells this year

From Hassan Ibrahim (Bauchi) 
& Ali Rabiu Ali (Dutse) 

Th e Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) has sensitised traders 
and other citizens on the naira 
redesign to educate them to 
ensure they deposited all the 
old N200, N500 and N1000 
banknotes in their possession 
before the deadline of January 31, 

2023.
Speaking during the exercise 

yesterday at the Wunti market 
in Bauchi, the CBN branch 
controller in Bauchi, Idris 
Andaza, said, “We are calling on 
all traders especially those who 
are in the habit of keeping their 
monies inside shops or houses 
that they should endeavour to, 
within the span of these 12 days, 

hasten to their commercial banks 
and make sure they deposit all 
their old naira notes.”

In Jigawa, the sensitisation was 
held at the Dutse ultra modern 
market where Hajiya Sa’adatu 
Ibrahim Aminu, the branch 
controller CBN Dutse, explained 
the benefi ts.

“We believe that this exercise 
would help in increasing fi nancial 

inclusion, moving towards a 
more cashless economy, and 
ensuring greater formalization 
of the Nigerian economy,” she 
noted.

Chairman, Jigawa marketers 
Alhaji Yahaya Kwaimawa, 
appreciated CBN for the eff orts 
noting that it was with the view to 
reduce armed robbery and other 
Money laundering across Nigeria.

Redesigned naira: CBN sensitises marketers in Bauchi, Jigawa

  Oil well
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Free Trade Zones attracted over 
$30bn investments to Nigeria – Buhari

Fuel scarcity bites harder amidst fare hike in Lagos

From Clement A. 
Oloyede, Kano

Pr e s i d e n t 
M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari has said 

his administration’s 
designation of Free 
Trade Zones (FTZs) in 
the country has attracted 
investment worth over 
$30billion into the 
country.

Th e president, who 
spoke through the 
Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Investment, 
Amb. Maryam Katagum in 

Kano, at the inauguration 
of Kano Free Trade Zone 
new administrative 
building and Nigeria 
Special Economic 
Zones Institute, said the 
zones have become the 
Launchpad for economic 
development and growth.

He also said the 
government has designated 
six special economic 
zones, four international 
airports as free trade zones 
and attracted $30 billion 
investments expected 
to increase in the next 
few years with sustained 

incentives and aggressive 
investment drive.

“Incentives in the 
free trade zones include 
tax-free operations, free 
fi scal duty for imported 
goods, machinery and 
equipment, exemption 
from levies.

“Under this 
administration, there has 
been a geometric increase 
in the number of FTZs from 
21 to 46,” the president said.

Earlier, Prof. Adesoji 
Adesugba, the Managing 
Director, Nigeria Export 
Processing Zones 

Authority (NEPZA), noted 
that the development of 
the largest US consulate in 
the world at Eko Atlantic 
free zone, Lagos as one of 
the achievements of the 
administration “estimated 
at $500 million dollars and 
will employ about 1,500 
Nigerians in fi ve years.”

Th e chairman of Kano 
FTZ investors’ forum, Alhaji 
Umar Marshall, appealed to 
the minister to clarify issues 
on the planned concession 
of Kano and Calabar free 
zones and how it would 
aff ect investors.

From Abdullateef Aliyu, 
Lagos

Th ere is no sign of respite 
yet in Lagos over the biting 
fuel scarcity as motorists 
yesterday decried the 
long queues in few fi lling 
stations dispensing the fuel.

Th is is just as the 
situation has resulted in 
hike in transportation fares 
in parts of Lagos amidst 
lamentation from Lagos 
residents.

Checks by Daily Trust 
indicated that intra-city 
transportation has risen 
by more than 50 per cent 

with commercial motorists 
blaming the hike on fuel 
scarcity.

Th ey said they had to 
resort to black marketers 
and independent marketers 
to source fuel at the cost of 
N260 per litre.

Our correspondent who 
monitored the situation in 
parts of Lagos yesterday 
reported that many major 
fi lling stations in Lagos 
metropolis, especially 
the Ikeja axis were not 
dispensing. Only a few 
stations were dispensing 
with long queues of 
motorists scrambling to fi ll 

their cars.
It was also learnt that 

many drivers had to 
abandon their cars at homes 
aft er running out of fuel; 
the situation which eased 
vehicular movement in 
some parts of Lagos while 
there was gridlock in few 
fi lling stations dispensing.

Th e stations dispensing 
at Grammar School, Berger 
were NNPCL station and 
Bovas along Ogunnusi/
Isheri road.

Also, Mobil fi lling 
station at Agidingbi-Ikeja 
started selling around 12 
p.m. yesterday with queues 

extending to Fela Shrine 
from Ashabi Cole Crescent/
CIPM Avenue road.

Our correspondent 
however observed that 
some independent fi lling 
stations are selling at N260 
and N270 per litre along 
Oba Akran, Awolowo 
road.

While the scarcity has 
persisted, many residents 
of Lagos are suff ering from 
a hike in transportation 
fares across the state. For 
example, Berger to CMS 
costs as much as N1000 as 
against N500, N600 it was 
being charged before.

By Philip Shimnom 
Clement 

Th e National Pension 
Commission (PenCom) 
has recovered over N10 
billion outstanding pension 
contributions, and the 
payment of outstanding 
pension liabilities.

PenCom also added 
that the diff erent reforms 
it initiated under the 
Contributory Pension 
Scheme (CPS) have reduced 
the challenges faced by 
Nigerian employees.

PenCom stated this 
recently in a video message, 
highlighting the gains of the 
scheme to Nigerians.

Th e Contributory 
Pension Scheme (CPS) 
is an arrangement where 
both the employer and 
the employee contribute 
towards the payment of 
the worker’s pension at 
retirement.

“Th e several reforms 
which PenCom has 
implemented have led to 
the recovery of over N10 
billion outstanding pension 
contributions and liabilities 
and recently approved 

the increase of monthly 
pensions for retirees on 
“programmed withdrawal” 
under the CPS,” it said.

Th e pension sector 
regulator added that, 
“Th e online enrollment 
and verifi cation exercise, 
multi-fund structure, non-
interest fund, retirement 
savings account transfer 
system, and data recapture 
exercise have eased all the 
challenges that contributors 
experience.

As we speak, the total 
pension assets in the 
country have amounted 
to over N14 trillion and 
PenCom has launched the 
new edition of pension 
enhancement for retirees 
on programme withdrawal 
under the contributory 
pension scheme. 

Th e most exciting benefi t 
is that [it is] not only public 
and civil servants will be 
enjoying pension in our 
country; private sector, 
traders, tailors, fashion 
designers, shoemakers, 
civil societies and almost 
all citizens can enroll in the 
pension scheme under the 
micro pension plan.” 

PenCom recovers N10bn 
outstanding pension contributions

From Abiodun Alade & 
Jide Olasunkanmi, 
Lagos

Th e Managing Director/
Chief Economist at 
Analysts Data Service 
and Resources Limited, 
Dr Afolabi Olowookere, 
has tasked the federal 
government to revive 
and concentrate on 
production, review its 
trade-industrial policy 
and borrow innovatively 
for Nigeria to tame rising 
infl ation.

Olowookere stated 
this while speaking 
during a one-day forum 
organised by the Capital 
Market Correspondents 
Association of Nigeria 
(CAMCAN) in Lagos.

Although the National 
Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) had, on Monday, 
reported that infl ation 
had eased to 21.34 per 
cent in December from an 
all-time high of 21.47 per 
cent in November, 2022, 
Olowookere believes that 
the federal government, 

especially the incoming 
administration, should 
seek ways to revive 
production, the country’s 
trade-industrial policy 
and must borrow 
innovatively.

“Infl ation has been on 
the rise and in response, 
the Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) raised 
the Monetary Policy Rate 
(MPR) four times in 2022.

“Rising debt stock has 
been a major concern 
for the government and 
citizens alike.

“For example, the FG’s 
revenue increased from 
N2.57 trillion in 2011 to 
N4.64 trillion in 2021,” he 
said.

Olowookere noted that 
expenditure had risen 
from N4.30 trillion to 
N11.08 trillion within 
the same period while 
outfl ow for the half year 
of 2022 stood at N7.91 
trillion.

“We need to look at 
our trade and industrial 
policy, again and again, to 
see how we can grow.

By Chris Agabi

As ValueJet celebrates 
100 days of fl ying, the 
management has assured 
customers of quality service 
delivery.

Speaking in Lagos, the 
Managing Director and 
CEO Captain Omololu 
Majekodunmi said, “At our 

100 days of safe fl ying, we 
have been able to stabilise 
our operation, understand 
the market and make inputs 
on passengers’ preferred 
time of travel demands into 
our schedule. We have also 
looked at bringing down the 
cost of fl ight tickets without 
compromising safety.”

According to a statement 

from the airline, the MD also 
spoke about expansion plans.

“Expansion will be 
gradual to other stations. 
We would like to maintain 
and concentrate on the six 
stations- Lagos, Abuja, Benin, 
Asaba, Port-Harcourt and 
Jos with on time departure 
above 95%.

“We are keeping our 

eyes on Akure, Yola, Kano 
and Gombe. Th ose are 
destinations with great 
potential.

Th e vision of the airline 
still remains the focus point; 
that is making fl ying available 
for everyone,” he noted.

Th ree additional CRJ 
aircraft  are expected by the 
3rd quarter.

By Faruk Shuaibu

In line with its Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) drive, Polaris Bank 
in partnership with the National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC) and NerdzFactory 
has commenced a high-impact capacity-
building workshop on digital skills for 

5,000 National Youth Service Corps 
members across 12 states in Nigeria.

In a statement yesterday, the bank 
explained its action is intended to equip 
young Nigerians with relevant work-
ready digital skills, which is focused on 
building the participants’ self-sustenance 
in innovation, creativity, digital skills, 

business acumen and relevance in the 
21st-century economy and workplace.

Polaris Bank’s Group Head, Product 
& Market Development, Mrs. Adebimpe 
Ihekuna, noted that the partnership is part 
of its commitment to youth development 
and empowerment in Nigeria.

According to her, “We see the need 

for a work-ready and digitally equipped 
youth, which has informed Polaris Bank’s 
partnership with NerdzFactory to make 
a diff erence and provide 5,000 NYSC 
members with digital skills needed to start 
a successful career in paid employment 
or create their own businesses as 
entrepreneurs.”

Infl ation: Economist tasks FG 
on innovative borrowing

ValueJet celebrates 100 days of fl ying

Polaris Bank partners NYSC to train 5,000 corps members

  Minister of State 
for Industry, Trade 
and Investment, Amb. 
Mariam Katagum 
(middle), on behalf of 
His Excellency, President 
Muhammadu Buhari, 
commissions the ultra-
modern administrative 
offi  ce block, roads, and 
the Special Economic 
Training Institute Kano, at 
the Kano Free Trade Zone 
(FTZ) on yesterday

Photo: NEPZA
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Quote 

Send us your views, 
comments as well as 

contributions to agric@
dailytrust.com or 

SMS: 08116759756

“Moringa is a wonderful or miracle plant, 
there is no limitation to the importance 
of the leaves, we all know that. Farmers 

should register with the council and 
provide comprehensive data to boost 

export of moringa products”

— Mr Kabir Yusuf, National Moringa 
Farmers, Processors and Marketers 

Association of Nigeria

What is your take 
on our stories? Commodity

Maize (100kg)
Beans (100kg)        
Sorghum (100kg)         
Rice Paddy (100kg)     
Millet (100kg)        
Wheat (100kg)             
Soybeans (100kg)

Kano (Dawanau mkt) 
N22,000 
N41,500 
N22,000
N25,500
N23,500
N44,000 
N44,000

M/Biyu Mkt, Taraba
N18,000
N45,000 
N20,000
N19,000
N20,000
---
N29,000

Dandum Mkt (Katsi)
N21,500 
N40,000 
N21,000
N24,500
N24,000
N46,000 
N44,000

Kumo Hatsi  Mkt (Gombe)
N21,000 
N40,000 
N22,000
N23,500
N24,500
N45,000 
N44,000

Idah, MKT, Kaduna
N18,000 
N41,000 
N22,000
N21,000
N25,000
N44,000 
N40,000

COMMODITY INDEX
Bwari.  Mkt, Abuja
N22,500 
N45,000 
N25,500
N22,000
N27,000
N48,000 
==

From Ado Abubakar Musa, 
Jos

Cabbage farmers in the 
northern and central 
parts of Plateau have 

said the cultivation of cabbage 
has been very favourable 
because of the well-drained 
sandy loam soil and the climate 
of the areas.

Plateau State is the home of 
exotic vegetables, including 
cabbage, and stakeholders 
said due to the cool weather 
condition, the state produces the 
crop in commercial quantities, 
with tonnes being transported 
to the southern parts of the 
country.

Th e stakeholders added that 
the production of the crop and 
its demand in the country should 
provide the farmers in Plateau 
and other areas the crop is 
cultivated, a reasonable income.

However, there are challenges 
the cabbage farmers say are 
obstacles to the cultivation of 
the crop in the state. Th e most 
challenging include lack of 
capital, fertiliser and insects 
repellants they said.

Abdulkadir Abubakar, a 
farmer in Jos North LGA of the 
state, said the cost of pesticides 
in the market was worrisome, 
and that many farmers could not 
suffi  ciently apply them in their 
farms.

 He said apart from that, 
“Fertiliser has become a source 
of concern. A bag of fertiliser 
that we used to buy between 
N10,000 and N15,000 is now 
between N20,000 and N27,000. 
It is too costly and is preventing 
farmers from expanding their 
cabbage cultivation.

“Virtually all farming inputs 
are very expensive now and 
that is why cabbage farming 
is also capital intensive. If you 
don’t have reasonable money at 
the moment, you can’t sustain 
cabbage farming especially 
for those cultivating it in large 
quantities,” he said.

Abubakar also said having 
money to buy fertiliser and 
pesticides was not enough to 
succeed in cabbage farming as 
inadequate water could also 
hinder its success.

He said “even when you have 
the money, you still need to 
have dam or reservoir to source 
water from for the crop. So 
once all these are available, you 
will earn money from cabbage 
cultivation.”

Daweng Th oma,  another 
farmer in Dorowa community 
of Barikin Ladi LGA of the state, 
also reiterated that the success of 
cabbage farming was dependent 
on the availability of capital in 
the hands of the farmers, saying 
inadequate resources to obtain 
farm inputs had always been a 
challenge.

 He said, “If you are able to 
apply both manure and fertiliser 
suffi  ciently, you will have a 
bumper harvest because the 
fertility of the soil would be 
increased.

“Once you are able to obtain 
everything - fertilizer and 
pesticides and enough water for 
the crop, you will harvest bags 
of cabbage, and no matter the 
condition of the market, you 
will get some money with you 
because you will have cabbage in 
hundreds.”

Zaka Rajak, a cabbage farmer 
also in Dorowa village, said 
though capital was the major 
challenge, getting suitable 
land for the crop was another 
challenge associated with 
farming it.

 He explained that “when you 
plant the crop on the land that is 
not suitable, you will defi nitely 
encounter problem. If it is land 
that is oft en dominated by 
grasses, you must always apply 
pesticides to kill the grass.

“If you don’t spray enough 
chemicals to kill the grass, the 
crop would be dominated by the 
grass, and thereby prevent the 
cabbage from growing.

“Another thing with even the 
pesticides is that even if you 
are able to buy it, if you are not 
lucky, it wouldn’t work because 
in some cases, the pesticides are 
not always eff ective.

“You will have to look for 
eff ective pesticides. Th is is very 
challenging. Th e immediate 
challenge of the cultivation is 
the issue of farm inputs which 
generally this year were diffi  cult 
to get and very expensive in the 
market.

Market challenge
All the farmers who spoke 

with Daily Trust also said the 
success of the market was 
dependent on how much you sell 
the crop in the market, noting 
that if you harvest the crop and 
it is not expensive in the market, 
you are likely to incur loss.

Th e farmers said if you didn’t 
properly time when to cultivate 
the crop, you might miss the 
high demand period and your 
investment  aff ected.

Th ey added that one had 
to  target festive periods like 
Christmas and New Year when 
the demand for it was high as  
many farmers last year were not 
happy with the price.

Another thing with the 
cabbage farming according to 
the farmers was that you could 
cultivate it three times in a year 
unlike other crops. Th ey said 
you can grow it aft er every three 
months.

Benefi ts
Th e farmers said there is 

money in the cultivation of 
cabbage. Th e crop is patronized, 
especially during the festive 
periods when many people are 
in need of it.

Th ey said buyers sometimes 
followed them to the farms 
because of the demand, and 
at that time, they record good 
return. 

Rajak said, “Selling the crop 
at the appropriate time was the 
best in order to benefi t from its 
cultivation. So, there is money 
in it.

Cabbage farming is even 
better than farming other crops 
because you can get more money 
than other crops, particularly, if 
you target the season.

How to succeed in cabbage 
farming

Th e farmers said cabbage 
farming would be profi table if 
certain measures are taken by 
both the government and the 
farmers. 

Th ey said if a farmer has 
enough capital, he would enjoy 
the farming as fertiliser and 

Major issues confronting cabbage farmers

pesticides would not be issues to 
him.

Th ey added that if there 
were enough dams, especially 
during the dry season, farmers 
succeed as cabbage needs water 
to grow. Th ey said when all the 
requirements are provided, 
cabbage farming would thrive 
better in the state.

According to the state 
chairman of All Farmers 
Association of Nigeria (AFAN), 
John Chindap Wuyep, “If 
government would provide dams 
for the farmers, it will go a long 
way in helping us to farm year 
round because climate change is 
a reality and rain would go and 
the only thing that would assist 
the farmers is water from the 
dams. Without water, farming 
would not be possible.”

  A cabbage farm
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SOKOTO STATE APC CAMPAIGN COUNCIL 2023
It is hereby noti  ed for general information that, the leadership 
of the All Progressives Congress APC in Sokoto State, has 
formally constituted the State 2023 Campaign Council to 
conduct the Party’s Campaigns for all elective positions on the 

platform of the APC.
The council consist of, the Main Council and Coordinators to 
oversee campaign activities at the Local Governments Level.
The Membership is as listed below;-

CHAIRMAN
SEN. (H.E) 
ALIYU MAGATAKARDA WAMAKKO

DIRECTOR GENERAL
HON. MUHAMMADU MAIGARI DINGYADI
(Minister Police Affairs)

CAMPAIGN COUNCIL MEMBERS
1. H.E AHMED ALIYU SOKOTO
2. SEN. IBRAHIM ABDULLAHI GOBIR
3. SEN. IBRAHIM ABDULLAHI DAN BABA
4. H.E CHISO ABDULLAHI DATTIJO
5. HON. IDRIS MOHAMMED DANCHADI
6. ALH. ABDULLAHI TAMBARI TAFIDA
7. HON. ISA SADIQ ACIDA
8. AMB. SAHABI ISA GADA
9. ALH. ABDULLAHI WALI
10.  ALH. BATURE SHINKAFI
11.  AMB. ABUBAKAR SHEHU WURNO
12.  SEN. SALIHU BAKWAI
13.  ALH. BOJO BODINGA
14.  ALH.YUSUF  GARBA GORONYO
15.  ALH. MUSA BASHAR (Mayanan Sokoto)
16.  ALH. IBRAHIM LAMIDO
17. HON. UMAR SHEHU GORONYO
18. HON. LAWALI  LABBO MARGAI
19. HON. ALIYU ABUBAKAR TURETA
20. HON. UMAR NAGWARI TAMBUWAL
21. HON. DALHATU SIDI MAMMAN 
22. HON. MUHAMMAD BELLO SIFAWA
23. ALH. ALIYU OROJI WAMAKKO
24. COLONEL GARBA MOYI ISA RTD.
25. HASSAN BELLO DANGOTTE
26. ABUBAKAR MOH’D YABO
27. HARUNA S.G ADIYA
28. ALH. NASIRU ITALY
29. HON. MUSA S. ADAR
30. HON. AHMED ABDULLAHI KALAMBAINA
31. HON. IBRAHIM ALMUSTAPHA ALIYU
32. HON. BALA KOKANI
33. HON. ABUBAKAR UMAR YABO
34. HON. BALA HASSAN ABUBAKAR
35. HON. ISA SALIHU KALANJENI
36. PROF. MUSA GARBA MAITAFSIR
37. SAMBO BELLO DANCHADI
38. SQD. LEADER AMINU BALA SOKOTO
39. HON. AMINU LIMAN BODINGA
40. ALH. IBRAHIM D/YARO
41. BARR. BASHIR JODI
42. HON. TUKUR ALKALI
43. HON. BELLO GORONYO
44. HON. SA’ADU  NABUNKARI
45. ALH. YUSHA’U KEBBE
46. BARR. NASIRU ALIYU DANTSOHO
47. ALH. ABDULLAHI SAIDU SIFAWA
48. ALH. HARANDE MAHE
49. ALH. BELLO ABUBAKAR WAMAKKO (MNI)
50. ALH. YAHAYA BUHARI
51. ALH. USMAN GIWA
52. ALH. AMINU UMAR TAMBUWAL
53. ALH. MUAZU MABERA

54. DR. YAKUBU MACCIDO
55. ALH. AMINU DIKKO (MNI)
56. SULEMAN AHMADU S. FULANI
57. AMINU DODO IYA
58. HUSSAINI M. GORAU
59. HON. USMAN MOHAMMED BALKORE
60. MALAM BASHIR G-KANEWA
61. HON. AMINU SANI ISA
62. HON. ABDULKADIR JELANI DAN BUGA
63. HON. ALIYU AA SHEHU
64. ALH. AHMAD GOHE TAFIDA
65. HON SANUSI TUKUR FARU 
66. YUSUF MACCIDO
67. HON. BELLO YAHAYA WURNO
68. ABBA SHEHU TAMBUWAL
69. ALH. MAIDAMMA DANJABALU
70. HON. ABUBAKAR BUDA AMANAWA
71. HON. KABIRU IBRAHIM KWARE
72. HON.MURTALA HASSAN
73. ALH. GARBA MAITUMBI
74. ENGR. MUSTAPHA KOFAR MARKE
75. ALH. KASIMU DOGON DAJI
76. ALH. HARUNA ABBAS
77. ABUBAKAR  DIKKO (DANGALADIMA) 
78. HON. ABBAS BELLO MAIWURNO
79. ALH. IBRAHIM HASSAN
80. HON. ABUBAKAR UMAR DANTAMA
81. ALH. BELLO BLACK (BARRISTER) 
82. ALH. BELLO BULAKI
83. HON. MUHAMMAD SANI SIFAWA
84. MALAM NAFIU DANHAJA
85. HON. UMAR DAN HABBI T. KOSAI
86. HON. SANUSI DANFULANI
87. HON. ISA MOHAMMED TAMBAGARKA
88. HON. AMINU GALADIMA (DANMALIKIN 

SOKOTO)
89. HUSAINI TUKUR FARU
90. ARCH. BASHIR AHMED DAHIRU 

TAMBUWAL
91. AMIRU HAMZA TSAMIYA
92. HON. NASIRU SHEHU BODINGA
93. USMAN MOHAMMED DANGE
94. ALH. JABBI SHAGARI
95. ALH. BASHIR BASHA
96. HON. IBRAHIM P.A
97. KASIMU MAIGONA
98. ALH. IBRAHIM ISA DANBABA
99. ALH. HALI RININ TAWAYE
100. ALH. HALI CUSTOM
101. HON. MALAMI MOHAMMED GALADANCHI
102. ALH. KASIMU ALKALI
103. HON. SHARIHU KAMARAWA
104. ALH. ALIYU MUSA GUSAU
105. ALH. CHIKA MAKAMA
106. ALH. ABBA KAJIJI
107. SIRAJO DANJUMA ILLELA
108. KAMALUDEEN LEMI
109. KHAIRU ABDULLAHI
110. JAMILU COSTA
111. HON. SHAMSU ALIYU WURNO
112. NASIRU GARBA KALAMBAINA
113. HAJ. HADIZA SHAGARI

114. BARR. SA’ADATU YANUSA
115. HAJ. RABI GARBA TUDUN WADA
116. HAJIA HABIBA BALA
117. HAJIYA NI’IMA HASSAN
118. HADIZA ALHAJI
119. HAJARU ALIYU SANDA
120. HAJIA NASARA LAWAL
121. HAJIA MARYAM  D/MASS
122. HAJIA LUBA HASSAN
123. FATIMA YARGWAGGO
124. HAJIA AMINA MOHAMMED
125. ALH. SANI DALLA-DALLA
126. ALH. ISA IBRAHIM GATAWA
127. ALH. MALAMI TITO
128. ZAYYANU TANKO
129. BARR. BASHIR GOBIR
130. NASIRU ALIYU
131. ALH. NASIRU AMINU BAZZA
132. ALH. BELLO TUDU ACHIDA
133. ALH. MUNTAKA LIMAN TURETA
134. HAJ. ZARAU IBRAHIM
135. AMINU BELLO
136. SANI ME EKA
137. ALH. SIDI HAMZA
138. ALH. SANI SHEHU GURAYE
139. ALH. BELLO DANBABA BINJI
140. ALH. BELLO M. SOKOTO
141. ALH. MUSA DAMO ARABA
142. ALKALI UMAR
143. ALH. MUAZU SULEMAN ISA
144. ABDUKADIR N. GADA
145. BUHARI  BELLO  S/ALHAZZAI GOBIRAWA
146. ALH. MOHAMMED AHMED
147. ALH. AJIYA SIFAWA
148. ALH. AMINU MUWALA
149. ALH. BABUGA ORO
150. ZUBAIRU YARI GORONYO
151. ADAMU ABDULLAHI JODA
152. HON. AMINU GARBA (ZANNAN GORONYO)
153. ALH. UMARU  WALIN ISA
154. HON. ISAH RILWANU ISA
155. ALH. MAMMAN ISA
156. HON. SA’ADU KURAWA
157. ALH. SAIDU DAN ANKARA
158. ALH. BUDA WAURU
159. MAL. DAHIRU SAGERA WANZAME  ILLELA
160. ALH. YA’U  DANDA
161. MOH’D SHA’AIBU KAFFE
162. HON. AMINU SANI  LIMAM
163. MUSA LUMU GWADABAWA
164. RUFAI  O.C  GWADABAWA
165. SAHABI WAKILI
166. MANSUR UMMO
167. WAZIRI IBRAHIM
168. ENGR. SHEHUT. KWARE
169. SHEHU DIRECTOR
170. MUHAMMADU H/ALI
171. ABUBAKAR UMMARUMA
172. MOH’D ADAMU TAFIDA
173. MURTALA TANGAZA
174. SHEHU DALHATU WAZIRIN TANGAZA
175. NURA SHEHU DALHATU
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176. MUSA USMAN BACHAKA
177. HON. USMAN ARZIKA FAKO
178. ALH. UMARU DAN MADAMIN BINJI
179. HARUNA HALIRU BINJI
180. ALH. UMARU GAUKAI
181. ABUBAKAR GITTARANA
182. DALHATU DANTAMA
183. BALARABE YARI SIFAWA
184. ENGR. SHEHU DANGE
185. HON. AMINU BODAI
186. ALH. MAKAU TURETA MAITFA
187. ALH. DANTUBARAKALLA
188. HON. SALISU  NA UBA GANDI
189. UMARU TANKO GIDAMO
190. MODE YAWA SHAGARI
191. ABUBAKAR BABBA
192. GARBA MAITUMBI
193. SULE KUCHI
194. IBRAHIM HUSAINI S/FULANI
195. ALH. HAMZA MANGAL MAIYAKI
196. ALH. MAIYAKI (SARKIN YAKI ACIDA)
197. ALH. BELLO MAITAFARNUWA
198. COMMANDER HASSAN MOHD SIFAWA 

(RTD.)
199. SQD. LEADER BALA YUSUF
200. ENGR. KABIRU MOYI TAMBUWAL
201. HABIBU M.  ISA TAMBUWAL
202. SHEHU BUDA BADAU
203. ALH. SAHABI ISA (WAKILIN ILLELA)
204. HASSAN D/LARABAWA
205. KIRUWA ILLELA
206. ALH. BELLO AP
207. HAJIA A’I ILLELA
208. ALH. MANSUR TAMBUWAL
209. ALH. BELLO JOS
210. ALH. YAHAYA DOKA WURNO
211. ALH. SANI AHMED TAMBUWAL
212. ALH. DANTANIN ZAMAU
213. ALH. BELLO MOHD WAMAKKO
214. HON. AHMED BARADE
215. HAJ. AZUMI WAMAKKO
216. SHEHU ALHAJI  CHACHO
217. ALH. KABIRU MARAFA
218. ALH. MOH’D DAN MANYA
219. ALH. AMINU  TAFIDA KALAMBAINA
220. ALH. MODE MAIGONA
221. ALH. AMINU S/BAKI
222. ALH. GANDI BALA
223. ALH. JAZULI LIMAN TURETA
224. ALH. JELANI SHEHU WURNO ENG.
225. ALH. MOHAMMADU D/FARI ACIDA
226. ALH. AMBAYA ISA
227. HON. BELLO MALAMI (S.A)
228. ALH. AMADU BODINGA
229. HON. SAIDU MOH’D  GUMBURAWA
230. ALH. YARIMAN KUCHI
231. ALH. SANI AHMED
232. BELLO WURNO MAIKIFI  IBADAN
233. ENGR. BUHARI  HAMMA ALI
234. ABUBAKAR YAHAYA 
235. BELLO NAGWARI
236. SAMBO NAWAWI
237. ALH. YUSUF NAWAWI
238. AMINU SHEHU WURNO
239. ALH. SANI MUSA
240. ALH. TAMBARI  DINGYADI

241. ALH. SAIYADI  GWADABAWA 
242. ALH. ALIYU DAN MUSA GWADABAWA
243. COL. AHMED GWADABAWA (RTD)
244. HON MALAMI  UMAR KEBBE
245. HON USMAN SANI KUCHI (DAMAJE)
246. ALH. ABU BAKAUYE HAMMA ALI
247. ALH. NASIRU  MARDA...
248. ALH. HAMZA LAMBO
249. ALH. BELLO KWALI- KWALI
250. HON. JUNAIDU AHMED DANCHADI
251. HON. TUKUR DIKKO DANCHADI
252. ALH. AMINU DAN SOKOTO
253. UMAR MOH’D SABON BIRNI (MASAN)
254. ALH. ISA NA ALLAH
255. ALH. SA’ADU IDDARAWA
256. HAJIA LUBA HASSAN
257. HAJIA TUNI ARDO ARKILLA
258. ALH. ABDULLAHI D/SOKOTO
259. ALH. BAKO DINAWA
260. ALH. ABBAS G/HASHIMU
261. ALH. ABDULLAHI GIDAN GAZA
262. ALH. ISA TSARO
263. ALH. YAKUBU S/FAWA
264. ALH. ISA TULU
265. HAJIA AMU GADA
266. HAJIA TALADAN
267. IBRAHIM MALAMI GUIWA
268. ALH. UMMARU ILA
269. ALH. GARBA D/FASI
270. NASIRU ALIYU HILIYA
271. PROF. NA MAKKA
272. ALH. ARZIKA S/MAGINA
273. BABA YUSUF MAI MOTA
274. ALH. SA’ADU S/YAKI GANDI
275. ALH. MUNTARI Y/ABBA
276. ALH. HANAFI Y/ABBA
277. ALH. GALADIMA DINGYADI
278. HON. BALA VICE
279. ALH. BAFASHI GIDAN RUWA
280. ENGR. ABUBAKAR  RISKUWA  SIFAWA
281. MAGAJI BALA ALMAJIR
282. IBRAHIM YAN MAKUWANA
283. BELLO ABDULLKADIR GWADABAWA
284. ALH. NAMALAN KYADAWA
285. HON. AHMED TAMBARI
286. ALH. NASIRU HOLAI
287. ALH. RABIU MUSA MAKERI
288. MALAMI ABUBAKAR D/DAJI
289. ALH. MALAMI KANDAM
290. HAJIA FATI NEJA
291. HON. ABU DINAWA
292. DAN KOKO MOH’D
293. ALH. IBRAHIM MAI BULO G/IGWAI
294. BELLO HALI WURNO
295. ALH. ILIYA S/GANI
296. ALH. DAN TAKA TUKU
297. HON. MANIRU ABUBAKAR GORONYO
298. ALH. BELLO WALIN BODINGA
299. ALH. ALI KADDI (KARAMI)
300. ALH. ABDU KANO KUCHI 
301. ALH. LAWAL M/TAFARNUWA
302. ALH. GARBA ALINGO
303. ALH. SAIDU MAI TAMBANA
304. ALH. MAMMAN DUHUWA
305. ALH. ABU MAI BAKIN MAI
306. ALH. MAHARAZU WURNO

307. AHMED ABDULKADIR SANI
308. BARR. SANI  MADAWAKI
309. ABDULAZIZ  ABDULKADIR SANI
310. ALIYU ABUBAKAR YAHAYA
311. ALH. YANUSA MAI AGOGO
312. ALH. AUWALU MAI BULO
313. ALH. ABUBAKAR HASSAN ZORAMAWA
314. ALH. SHEHU JALKA MINANNATA
315. AMADU UBBI BUHARI SIRIDDAWA
316. ALH. DAN SABO SHAGARI
317. ALH. ABU MAI HURA
318. ALH. AMINU SHUAIBU
319. ALH. BUHARI AHMAD (ABAW)
320. ENGR. ABDULLAHI ABUBAKAR YABO
321. ALH. JAFARU LUGU
322. ALH. SANUSI SARKIN KANO
323. BELLO MUHAMMAD ABDULKADIR
324. HASSAN ALMUSTAPHA GARGE
325. ABUBAKAR ALIYU ROKI
326. ALH. SANI MUSA
327. ALH. SANI MAI TAWUL
328. ALH. DAN MALAN MAI SIMINTI
329. ABUBAKAR KAOJE (TAFIDAN 

MINANNATA)
330. ALH. JABBI GAGI
331. ABDULMAJID YELLOW
332. ALH. YAHAYA GORA
333. HON. MALAMI BELLO KWANNAWA
334. HON. MURTALA ABUBAKAR
335. HON. NASIRU UMAR FAJALDU
336. ALH. SHEHU MAI SHADDA
337. ALH. UKASHATU SARKIN BAURA
338. ALH. GIDADO MUHAMMAD
339. ALH. DAN ADO
340. ALH. BELLO ONDO
341. ALH. ABU DAN ONDO
342. HON. ABDULLAHI SHEHU GATAWA
343. ABUBAKAR HUSSAINI KEBBE
344. ALH. YAHI KWANDI
345. ALH. BELLO RARA
346. HAJ. SALAMATU MACCIDO
347. SHAMASIYYA MOH‘D KABIR
348. ANAS DAN NAYABA
349. MANSUR BOSO
350. ALH. MUAZU M. Z
351. ALH. MUSTAPHA MAZUGA
352. BABA YUSUF 
353. ALIYU IBRAHIM MAISANGO
354. IBRAHIM MAIGARI
355. MUTTAKA MUHAMMAD KUMASI
356. BELLO GOSTA
357. NASIRU GHANI
358. BUHARI NAMALAN
359. SAMBO S/TUDU
360. NASIRU TAKALMAWA
361. HON. DAHIRU ZAMAU
362. CHIKA MAIDABO
363. ABDURRAZAK DAHIRU TAMBUWAL
364. SULEMAN TIJJANI
365. COMRADE ABDURRAHMAN
366. JAMILU NA’ALLAH
367. ABDURASHID BARAKA
368. BILYAMINU BALARABE
369. ALH. MUHAMMADU BELLO SIFAWA 

(Member/Secretary)

1. SOKOTO NORTH L/G H.E CHISO ABDULLAHI DATTIJO
2. SOKOTO SOUTH L/G H.E AHMAD ALIYU SOKOTO
3. KWARE L/G   ALH. BELLO JOS
4. WAMAKKO L/G  ALH. ALIYU OROJI
5. SILAME L/G   H.E ALIYU MAGATAKARDA WAMAKKO
6. TANGAZA L/G  HON. ALIYU LUMU TANGAZA
7. BINJI L/G   HON. SA’ADU  NA BUNKARI
8. GUDU L/G   HON. SANI YAKUBU
9. GADA L/G   HON. ABUBAKAR ALTINE KYADAWA
10. GORONYO L/G  ALH. KABIRU SHEHU SARKIN FULANI
11. GWADABAWA L/G  HON. BELLO IDRIS
12. ILLELA L/G   ALH. ABU JARMA

13. ISA L/G   HON. SHARIFU KAMARAWA
14. RABAH L/G   HON. IBRAHIM ALMUSTAPHA
15. SABON BIRNI L/G  HON. IDRIS MUH’D GOBIR 
16. WURNO L/G   ALH. MUSA MARNONA
17. KEBBE L/G   HON. BALA KOKANI
18. TAMBUWAL L/G  ENGR. ABUBAKAR BIYANI
19. SHAGARI L/G  ALH. ABBA ABUBAKAR KAJIJI
20. YABO L/G   ALH. SALIHU TELA
21. BODINGA L/G  ALH. MUHAMMADU BELLO SIFAWA
22. DANGE SHUNI L/G  HON. AMINU MAGAJI BODAI
23. TURETA L/G   HON. NASIRU SHEHU BODINGA

The Campaign Council will be inaugurated on Thursday, 19th January, 2023 at the Sokoto State APC Secretariat No. 34 Sultan Abubakar Road 
by 2:00pm.

SIGNED BY
HON. ISAH SADIQ ACIDA

STATE CHAIRMAN

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN COORDINATORS
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By Abubakar Sadiq Isah
 

Th e police in the FCT have arrested 
11 suspects in connection with the 
lynching of a man identifi ed as 
Salihu, by a mob, which mistook 
him for a motorcycle thief in 
Anguwar Dodo, Gwagwalada 
Area Council.

City & Crime reported that a 
mob last Friday aft ernoon lynched 
a man mistaken for a motorcycle 
thief in Anguwar Dodo aft er 
the suspect they were chasing, 
abandoned the motorcycle and 
escaped.

A resident of Anguwar Dodo, 
Shuaibu Yunusa, who spoke 
with our reporter on Wednesday, 
said policemen from the area 
command stormed the area and 
arrested 11 people I connection 
with the incident.

He said the police were able to 
trace some of the suspects through 
some residents of the area, who 
witnessed the lynching of the man.

“On that day, when people were 
hitting the man with  all manner 
of objects, some people around 
there identifi ed some of them, 
including some Okada riders,” he 
said.

According to him, some of the 
suspects were traced and picked 
up at the tipper garage in the area.

A police source in the area also 
confi rmed the arrest but declined 
further comment.

Th e spokeswoman of the FCT 
police command, DSP Adeh 
Josephine, is yet to confi rm the 
arrest as at the time of fi ling the 
report.

An Area Court in Jos on 
Wednesday sentenced 
Emmanuel Dashe, 26, to one 
month’s imprisonment for 
stealing decorative drape from 
the government house’s guest 
house.

Th e judge, Mr Shawomi 
Bokkos, sentenced the convict 
aft er he pleaded guilty to 
theft  and begged the court for 
leniency.

Th e judge gave the convict an 
option of N10,000 fi ne.

Earlier, the prosecution 
counsel, Insp. Ibrahim Gokwat, 
told the court that the case was 
reported at the Anglo Jos police 
station on Dec. 5, 2022 by Insp. 
Onuh Onoja attached to the 
guest house.

Th e prosecutor further told 
the court that during police 
investigation, the convict 
confessed to having committed 
the act.

Th e off ence, he said, 
contravened the Penal Code law 
of Northern Nigeria. (NAN)

A Dei-Dei Grade 1 Area 
Court, Abuja, on Wednesday 
ordered the remand of a 
22-year-old domestic help, 
Abigail Sunday, who allegedly 
stole her employer’s diamond 
ring.

Th e police charged Sunday, 
a resident of Behind Duru 
Dawaki, with theft , but she 
pleaded not guilty.

Th e judge, Saminu 
Suleiman, ordered that Sunday 
be remanded in a correctional 
centre at Suleja and adjourned 
the matter until Jan. 20.

Earlier, the prosecutor, 
Mr Chinedu Ogada, told the 
court that the complainant, 
Stephanie Udoju, of Kanebi 
Avenue Dawaki, reported the 
matter at the Dawaki Police 
Station on Jan. 6.

Ogada told the court that on 
Jan. 3, the complainant noticed 
that her diamond ring was 
missing and confronted the 
defendant who confessed that 
she took it.

Th e prosecutor further told 
the court that during police 
investigation, the defendant 
could not give a satisfactory 
account of the missing ring, 
valued at N1.1 million.

He said all eff orts by the 
police to recover the ring failed 
and added that the off ence 
contravened Section 289 of the 
Penal Code.

By Seun Adeuyi
 

A suspected phone snatcher 
was on Wednesday 
aft ernoon nabbed in Kubwa, 
a satellite town in Bwari 
Area Council of the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT).

City & Crime learnt that 
the suspect successfully 
snatched a phone on 
December 15 last year 
from a shop at the popular 
Madam Edo junction in 
Kubwa.

A woman, who identifi ed 
herself as Mama Chidera, 
told our reporter, “On 
December 15, he went to 
my son’s shop at Madam 
Edo junction here in Kubwa 
and snatched his Samsung 
phone and escaped in a 
waiting Okada.

“Th en, today again, he 
came back there (opposite 
NYSC camp in Kubwa), just 
a stone throw from where he 
snatched my son’s phone.

“Th is time around, he 
stole four phones from two 
shops and wanted to escape, 
but he was caught.

“When he was caught, 
people recognised him 
as the same person that 
snatched my son’s phone last 
year.”

Our reporter, who was at 
the scene, observed that a 
few minutes aft er the suspect 
was nabbed, policemen 
from the Kubwa division 
arrived and took him away.

City & Crime reports that 
the suspect was found with 
wraps of substances believed 
to be Indian hemp.

From Usman A. Bello, Benin
 Edo State government has charged 
vigilantes, hunters and members 
of the state security network on 
protection of lives and property 
as well as eschewing violence in 
discharging their respective duties.

Th e state deputy governor, 
Philip Shaibu, gave the charge at 
the Police Training School, Benin, 
during the graduation of 574 
trainees drawn from the six local 
government areas of Edo North 
senatorial district.

He said the training was to 
equip them on weapon handling, 
intelligence gathering, human 
rights protection, among others.

On his part, the state 
Commissioner of Police, 
Muhammad Dankwara, 
epresented by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (DCP), 
Operations, Dantawaye Miller 
urged them to work with the 
police divisions in their area.

By Tijani Labaran, Lokoja 
Tension has gripped residents 
of Akpanya community in Igala 
Mela/Odolu LGA of Kogi State 
following the killing of one Peter 
Abah in a robbery attack.

A witness said the incident 
happened at the weekend when 
the hoodlums, in their numbers, 
invaded the deceased’s house 
at Ubiaji, a farm settlement in 
Akpanya community, killed him 
and carted away valuables.

According to Yousuf Akoh, a 
resident in the community, the 
suspects struck around 12.30am 
at the deceased’s residence and 
infl icted multiple cuts on him, 
for refusing to comply with their 
directive and demand.

“Th ough some people are 
saying, it was herders’ attack. 
It’s a pure robbery incident. His 
neighbours said he put up a 
resistance which annoyed the 
hoodlums and they descended 
on him with machetes, infl icting 
him with multiple cuts.” he said.

Th e state Police Public 
Relations Offi  cer (PPRO), SP 
William Aya, did not reply to 
calls and text message sent to 
him on the incident.

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah 
Th e Federal Capital Territory 
Administration (FCTA) through the 
offi  ce of the special assistant on youth 
matters to the FCT minister, has 
fl agged-off  sesitisation campaign on 
the collection of the Permanent Voters 
Cards (PVCs) in the territory ahead of 
the February 25 election.

Th e FCT Permanent Secretary, 
Adeshola Olusade, represented by the 
mandate secretary of the area council 
secretariat, Alhaji Ibrahim Abubakar 
Dantsoho, urged residents, especially 
the youth, to go to INEC offi  ces and 
collect their PVCs so they can vote for 
leaders of their choice.

Also speaking, the special assistant 
on youth matters to the FCT minister, 
Commandant Issac David, who is also 
the executive director of AOIYEO, 
stressed the need for residents to get 
their PVCs before the elections.

574 vigilantes, hunters 
graduate in Edo

1 killed in Kogi robbery 
attack

FCTA fl ags off  campaign 
on PVC collection

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah
 

The abductors of a couple at the 
residence of the late emir of Jere 
have demanded a brand new 

motorcycle aft er collecting N400,000 
ransom before releasing them.

City & Crime had reported that 
the couple was kidnapped alongside 
fi ve other people on January 1, 2023, 
when the bandits invaded the private 
residence of the late Jere emir, Dr Sa’ad 
Usman.

Th e Jere Emirate Council secretary, 
Malam Aliyu Zubairu, who disclosed 
this to our reporter over the phone on 
Tuesday, said the bandits’ leader made 
the request through relatives of one of 

the victims, who took the ransom to 
them at an agreed location in the area.

He said the bandits’ leader gave the 
condition that only three of the seven 
victims in their captivity would be freed 
aft er getting a brand new motorcycle, 
while the four other victims would be 
set free only aft er N30 million ransom 
was paid.

“You know, according to information 
I received, the bandits’ leader said they 
would free only three of the seven 
victims in their captivity since the three 
victims were not their target.

“But they collected N400,000 and are 
also demanding for a new motorcycle 
before the three victims would be set 
free, “he said.

He said the bandits’ leader insisted 
that the families of the four other 
victims in their captivity must raise 
N30 million before they would be set 
free.

“So, that is the situation we are in 
now. Th ey are insisting that a brand-
new motorcycle has to be given to them 
before the three other victims would be 
released.

“In fact, all the kidnapping that has 
been happening in Jere axis, they have 
been collecting ransom, including 
motorcycles, “he added.

Th ere was no offi  cial comment from 
the spokesman of the Kaduna State 
Police Command as of the time of fi ling 
this report.

From Mumini AbdulKareem, Ilorin
 

Th e Nigeria Customs Service, North 
Central Zone, Sector 3, Ilorin, Kwara 
State, on Monday, said it has recovered 
a Toyota Land Cruiser jeep belonging 
to a House of Representatives member 
from Rivers State, Hon. Chidi Frank 
Nwiyoka, which was snatched at 
gunpoint in October last year in Abuja.

Th e customs said the vehicle, with 
registration number KUJ 570 MB 
from Abuja heading to Kaduna, was 
intercepted aft er operatives of the 
Joint Border Patrol Team (JBPT) 
deployed to Suleja axis in Niger State 
requested for its documents from its 
two occupants.

Instead, they disembarked, 
pretending to be making a call to 
the owner, and ran into the bush, 
abandoning the vehicle.

“During a search, operatives found 
a complimentary card bearing details 
of a National Assembly member, 
Chidi Nwiyoka, who later said the 
vehicle was snatched from his driver at 
gunpoint around the Gwarinpa axis of 
Abuja, when contacted.

 “Once the customs duty is produced 
and confi rmed to be genuine, the 
sector will hand over the vehicle to the 

police for further investigations and 
theft  clarifi cation,”  the co-ordinator 
of JBPT, Olugboyega Peters, said while 
briefi ng journalists on Monday on its 
activities for last year.

He said the command also recorded 
187 seizures with a duty-paid value of 
N302,590,252.

Peters said items seized during the 
period under review included four 
trailer loads of 50kg foreign parboiled 
rice (2,052 bags), 4,598 litres of PMS, 
40 drums of 800 litres of diesel, 28 
units of used vehicles, 16 units of 
motorcycles, 11 kegs of 25 litres 
vegetable oil, 102 bales of secondhand 
clothes, and 19 sacks of 2,166 pairs of 
used shoes.

Others were 427 wraps of Indian 

hemp, four packets of 120mg 
Tramadol (200 pieces each), 90 pieces 
of used tyres and 39 cartons of tomato 
paste.

He said most of the infl ammable 
products had been auctioned to the 
public and the funds remitted to 
government coff ers in line with the 
extant laws.

Peters said the briefi ng was his last 
having been elevated to Assistant 
Comptroller General of Customs 
(ACG).

He said the command lost an 
offi  cer, Saheed Aweda, in October, 
aft er operatives were ambushed by 
hoodlums, adding that three other 
offi  cers who sustained life-threatening 
injuries have recovered.

From Salim Umar Ibrahim, 
Kano 
Th e Tallafi  Association, a charity 
initiative under the Kano 
Electricity Distribution Company 
(KEDCO), has donated a block of 
three classrooms to Government 
Girls Arabic Secondary School 
(GGASS) Tudun Murtala area of 
Nassarawa LGA of Kano State.

Also donated were furniture, 
staff  offi  ce and block of four units 
of toilets.

At the commissioning of the 
classrooms, the chairman of the 
association, Ahmad Arabi El-
Nafaty, said the project began 
three years ago when the then 
principal of the school requested 
the completion of an unfi nished 
building on the school’s premises 
to resolve the scarcity of 
classrooms in the school.

“Th e funds were raised from 
monthly donations among staff  
of the company. Th ey are the ones 
who contributed to this and to 
God be the glory, today, we have 

made remarkable success of the 
initiative,’’ he said.

Th e District Head of Nassarawa, 
Aminu Babba Danagundi, who 
was represented by the village 
head of Dakata, Salisu Abubakar 
Zubair, commended the company 
and its staff  for the gesture.

Th e principal of the school, 
Sadiya Muhammad, while 

thanking the company for the 
gesture, promised to make good 
use of the facilities.

Highlights of the event 
included the selection of fi ve 
students from the school as 
KEDCO ambassadors, who will 
work with the association in 
enlightening the public on the 
activities of KEDCO.

From Mumini Abdulkareem, 
Ilorin  
Th ree victims of a recent 
kidnapping in Asa LGA of Kwara 
State have regained their freedom, 
aft er spending 19 days in the den 
of their abductors.

Th e trio of Sulaiman Saheed, 
Abdulmumin Abdulwahab and 
Uthman Tsaragi (vigilante) were 
released aft er their abduction on a 
poultry farm in Obate area, along 
Bala community, Asa LGA. 

It was gathered that the incident 

happened in December 2022, 
when the kidnappers stormed the 
farm and whisked away the farm 
manager, a staff , and the vigilante.

According to a resident of 
Obate, who simply identifi ed 
himself as Lukman, “Th e 
kidnappers stormed the farm to 
steal chicken when the vigilante 
raised the alarm. Th e manager 
and other staff  then came out, and 
they were all kidnapped.”

He noted further that the 
vigilante operative was attached 

to the VGN headquarters at Gaa 
Saka, Oke-fomo area of Ilorin.

 When City & Crime visited the 
VGN headquarters on Sunday, 
the chairman and Serikin Daji of 
Ilorin, Alhaji Ibrahim Abdullahi, 
confi rmed the incident, adding 
that it happened 19 days ago.

“Information got to our offi  ce, 
and we informed the police 
command; we deployed our 
operatives to support the police 
offi  cers in searching for the 
victims.

 “Aft er we got information, we 
searched for them at Shao, Asa 
Dam, and Eiyenkorin areas, but 
found nothing aft er combing the 
bush for days.

“Th e suspects called, and they 
said they knew that we were 
looking for them while they were 
monitoring all our movements 
and eff orts. Th ey demanded 
N20m ransom.

“Th ereaft er, they called and 
gave the phone to our kidnapped 
operative, Tsaragi, who told us 

that they threatened to kill him 
if any of us searched for him and 
others again,” the VGN chairman 
noted.

He said the collective eff ort 
made later got them released, 
adding that the victims are 
currently at a private hospital 
receiving treatment.

However, a village source told 
our reporter that N15m was 
paid to secure the release of the 
victims, who are still recuperating 
at the hospital.

By Simon  Echewofun Sunday 
A community in Delta State, 
Otulu-Ugo, Aniocha South LGA, 
has petitioned the Inspector 
General of Police, urging him to 
re-open investigation into the 
circumstances that led to the killing 
of a youth in the community in 
2021.

In a petition to the IGP, HRM 
Francis Medolunwa, the Obi of 
Otulu-Ugo, said all those involved 
in the incident that led to the 
shooting to death of Cletus Okpala 
should be investigated and brought 
to book.

HRH Medolunwa alleged that 
the decision by the police to charge 
only one suspect in connection to 
the crime was unsatisfactory to the 

community.
Th e monarch in the petition, 

alleged that “Th e Otulu-Ugo 
Community and Ogwashi-Uku 
Community all in Aniocha South 
Local Government of Delta State 
have a traditional dispute with 
the matter in court of competent 
jurisdiction in suit No 0/38/2021.

“HRM Obi Ifechukwude 
Aninshi Okonjo wrote a letter to 
our community giving us seven 
days to meet with his community 
knowing full well that both 
communities have a matter still 
pending in court. But before the 
expiration of the seven days, Obi 
Ifechukwude Aninshe Okonjo 
came to our community to perform 
rituals and also destroyed some 

building projects that belong to our 
community but when the youth 
fell angry and he tried to caution 
them, one of the vigilante members 
shot Cletus Okpala to death, 
whose corpse presently lay in the 
mortuary of Specialist Hospital in 
Asaba.”

He faulted the legal department’s 
decision to charge only the man 
who is suspected to have shot late 
Cletus Okpala, appealing to the 
inspector general of police to revisit 
the legal advice and “possibly assign 
a neutral person to review and 
charge all the suspects involved as 
there is clear evidence before him 
so that the court can determine 
whether they committed such act 
or not.”

A Dei-Dei Grade I Area 
Court, Abuja on 
Wednesday sentenced a 

25-year-old farmer, Salisu Sule 
to 12 months imprisonment for 
stealing church glass pulpit and 
wheelbarrow.

Sule of Yimi, Zuba, Abuja 
pleaded guilty to two counts of 
criminal trespass and theft  and 

begged the court for leniency.
Th e judge, Saminu Suleiman, 

however, gave the convict an 
option of N40,000 fi ne.

Suleiman ordered the convict 
to pay N140,000 as compensation 
to the complainant and warned 
him to desist from committing 
crime.

Earlier, the prosecution 

counsel, Mr Chinedu Ogada, told 
the court that the complainant, 
Emeka Ucheara, of Dangerous 
Fire and Miracle Ministry, Ruryi 
Zuba, Abuja reported the matter 
at Zuba Police Station on Jan. 4.

Ogada said on the same date 
at about 11pm, the convict 
criminally trespassed into the 
complainant’s church at Zuba 

Police nab 11 
over lynching of 
man mistaken for 
motorcycle thief 
in FCT council

Man jailed for stealing 
curtain from Plateau 
govt guest house

Court remands 
domestic help for 
stealing diamond ring 
worth N1.1m

Phone snatcher 
nabbed in 
Kubwa

After N.4m ransom, abductors of couple at 
late Jere emir’s residence want bike

Customs recovers NASS member’s jeep snatched at gunpoint in Abuja

Kwara: Vigilante, 2 others regain freedom after 19 days in captivity

… Rakes 187 seizures worth N302.6m in 1yr

KEDCO donates block of three classrooms, others to Kano school

Delta community petitions IGP, seeks fresh investigation on killing of youth

Farmer breaks into Abuja 
church, steals pulpit

08116759756

through the fence without his 
consent.

He said the convict 
intentionally stole the church 
glass pulpit valued at N100,000 
and wheel wheelbarrow.

He said in the process, the 
convict dishonestly broke the 
church glass pulpit but was 
caught and handed over to the 
police for proper investigation

He said iron rod was recovered 
from the convict and that the 
off ence contravened sections 
348 and  288 of the Penal Code. 
(NAN)

  The suspect

  Donated block of classrooms shortly before the commissioning

  Some of the stolen cars recovered by the Customs Sector 3 of North Central 
Zone, Iloring, Kwara State

  Leaves suspected to be hemp seized by the Customs along the Abuja-Lokoja road
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By Chidimma C. Okeke

The Out-of-School Children (OOSC) 
phenomenon in Nigeria has generated 
a lot of reports and counter reports 

especially on the fi gure. While the federal 
government has a fi gure below 10 million, the 
United Nations Educational, Scientifi c and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) reports 
recently put it at 20 million, a fi gure that has 
raised concerns among stakeholders.

A report of UNESCO in 2022 said Nigeria 
now has about 20 million out-of-school children 
out of the about 200 million population. Th is 
is 20 per cent of the entire population and is 
more than the population of many countries 
including those in Africa.

Th e report said there are 244 million children 
and youth between the ages of six and 18 
worldwide who are still out of school and “the 
region with the second highest out-of-school 
population is Central and Southern Asia with 85 
million.” Th e top three countries with the most 
children and youth excluded from education 
are: India, Nigeria and Pakistan.

But the Federal Ministry of Education in 
an unpublished response tagged, “UNESCO 
Global Education Monitoring Report 2022 and 
the Phenomenon of Out-Of-School Children in 
Nigeria,” obtained by Daily Trust, said, “Th ough 
UIS has attempted to justify the methods 
used in arriving at the 20 million fi gure, the 
fact remains that this report is capable of 
misinforming the public, misrepresenting the 
actual situation of the out-of-school children in 
Nigeria and underrating the signifi cant eff orts 
made by the government in addressing the 
OOSC challenge.”

While noting that it’s the responsibility of 
states and local governments to provide primary 
and secondary education in Nigeria, the report 
said, the federal government has been working 
closely in partnership to develop the sub-sector 
generally and address the OOSC challenge.

“Th e federal government provides fi nancial 
and technical assistance to the states and local 
governments as part of its intervention in the 
delivery of Universal Basic Education (UBE) 
which covers primary and junior secondary,” 
the report said.

Th e report explained that the 2018 Nigerian 
Publishers Association (NPA) study established 
the number of OOSC, age six – 11 (Primary 
School-going age), at 10.193,918, regionally 
distributed as follows: North Central: 1,329,111, 
North East: 2,0012,038, North West: 3,490,671, 
South East: 713,176, South South: 1,208,1832 
and South West: 1,451,740.

Similarly, the fi gure of 6,192,081 was 
established for age 12– 14 for Junior Secondary 
School going age.

“Th e 2018 NPA took cognizance of Nigeria’s 
designated age bracket for universal basic 
education (primary and junior secondary, 
age six – 14) and did not extend to the senior 
secondary cadre (age 15 – 17) and the post-
secondary school age of 18, which are both part 
of the UNESCO’s 20 million fi gure.”

Th e report however said, in the proper 
context, the 2018 NPA provides an authentic 
representation of the OOSC population in 
Nigeria, within the confi nes of basic education 
(primary and junior secondary school) as 
defi ned by the UBE Act 2004.

Causes of OOSC
According to Dr Aminu Abdu Bichi, in 

presentation on “Root Causes, Dimensions and 
Manifestations of the Out-of-School Children 
Phenomenon in Nigeria” the Economic, 
demand-side barriers  that causes OOSC is 
poverty,  children engaged in labour;  residence 

location/rural-urban migration,  and pursuit 
for material wealth by youths  and limited 
employment opportunities for school leavers.

He said the socio cultural barriers that 
are hindering children’s access to continuous 
education include too young to attend school, 
early marriage, poor perception of western 
education, lower status accorded the Girl-child 
in the family and peer pressure.

Nigeria’s slow but steady eff orts at cutting 
the out-of-school children rate

Imo state, along with 13 other Nigerian 
states and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 
witnessed a signifi cant decline in the rate of 
OOSC to less than 10 per cent within four years, 
between 2018 and 2021.

Th is is coming at a time when there are 
global concerns of children of school age not 
being in school and exposed to child labour as 
well as other vices.

Th e report is according to analysis of data 
obtained from the Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Surveys (MICS) by the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) and the National Personnel 
Audit (NPA) by the Universal Basic Education 
Commission (UBEC).

Th e data was for OOSC at Primary Level by 
State across the years.

14 states, FCT recorded signifi cant drop
Leading the 15 states that hit a single digit 

decline in out of school children within four 
years is Imo as its rate dropped from 17.2% to 
0.6% as of 2021. Ekiti dropped from 17% to 
2.4%, Lagos which had 19.2% dropped to 2.5%, 
Bayelsa that had 24.9% of out of school children 
saw it decline to 2.9%, while Abia dropped its 
fi gure from 23.3% to 2.9% between 2018 and 
2021.

Th ree states comprising Cross River, Ebonyi 
and Akwa Ibom had their out of school children 
rate dropped to a 3% range from over 20% 
within the four years while Rivers and Ondo 
states got 4.3% and 4.5% decline from 34% and 
21.8% respectively.

Edo state dropped from 23.6% to 5.1%, Kogi 
dropped to 6.1% from 24.1%, Delta had its 
fi gure declined to 7.2% from 20.4%, and Oyo 
got 8.3% from 202.2%. FCT-Abuja, the nation’s 
capital, slightly fell into the single digit range 
with a 9.1% rate in 2021 from a 13.9% out of 
school children rate in 2018.

7 states’ eff orts to tackle education 
challenge 

Seven states were said to have some 
signifi cant eff orts in tackling the education 
defi ciency among children. While they had 
over 20% negative growth trajectory in 2018, 
the states recorded some decline in the number 
of out of school children in 2021 dropping to 
below 20%.

Enugu state led this category as its high 
OOSC rate dropped from 20.3% to 10.1% 
followed by Ogun from 26% to 10.3%. Benue 
dropped from 28.7% to 12.8%; Osun’s fi gure 
declined from 26.6% to 13%, Plateau’s dropped 
from 33.7% to 17.8%, Kaduna dropped from 
21.6% to 18% while Kwara’s fi gure which was at 
20.1% dropped to 18.4%.

15 states grapple with high out of school 
children rate

Th e analysis further shows that Kebbi and 
14 other states have contended with higher 
percentages of the number of children that are 
out of school between 2018 and 2021.

Kebbi, which had a 22.3% rate in 2018, shot 
to 64.8% of children that are not in school by 
2021, an over 200% rise that placed the state 
negatively above all other states during the 
period.

Zamfara, ravaged by banditry and communal 
clashes is next among the 22 states with an 
alarming rate of OOSC at 61.4%, rising from 
41.1%.

Th e third state with negative growth is 
Bauchi at 60.8% rising from 26.6% four years 
earlier. Th ere are four states within the 50% 
range and they are Yobe, Gombe, Sokoto and 
Borno. Th ese states all had less than 50% OOSC 
growth rate in 2018.

Jigawa and Niger states were within the 
40% growth band recording 43.9% and 40.4%: 
Jigawa grew negatively from 25.8% while Niger 
rose from 24.2%. Th ree other states comprising 
Katsina, Kano and Adamawa rose from around 
22% to between 30% and 33.5% just as three 
other states – Taraba, Nasarawa and Anambra 
had negative growths within the 20% growth 
band.

Eff orts of government, partners
Th e federal government has always received 

the knock-on issues of OOSC, thus took the 
various eff orts at tackling the menace such as 

reinforcing the implementation of the UBE 
programme in partnership with States towards 
ensuring that all children of school-going age 
acquire a minimum of basic education.

According to the federal ministry of 
Education eff orts were stepped up in improving 
access for vulnerable groups in UBE delivery 
especially the Almajiri and learners in the 
Qur’anic schools, saying, this has provided 
access for over 2,292,439 learners in basic 
education predominantly in the Northern 
States.

Also the implementation of the Better 
Education Service Delivery for All (BESDA) 
with a view to reducing the number of OOSC 
using both formal and non-formal approaches 
in the 17 States with the highest number of 
OOSC in the country.

“Th e target of 3 million children set in 2019 
to be brought into school through the BESDA 
programme has been surpassed. Between 
2019 and 2022, there were a total of 5,076,830 
learners in the non-formal centres made up 
of 1,600,123 in cohort 1 (2019/2020) and 
3,476,707 in cohort 2 (2022), as verifi ed and 
confi rmed by the National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS).”

Despite all eff orts challenges persists
A document obtained from Universal Basic 

Education Commission (UBEC), tagged : 
“Addressing the Challenges of Out-of-school 
Children phenomenon in Nigeria: Eff orts 
and Lessons Learned”  said despite recent 
improvements and persistent eff orts of the 
Federal Government, the challenge of OOSC 
still poses one of the most signifi cant areas 
of concern aff ecting Nigeria’s educational 
development.

Th e paper said 1 in 5 of the world’s OOSC 
is in Nigeria – approximately 10.2 million 
children in Nigeria who are OOS at the primary 
level and another 8.1 million who are OOS at 
the junior secondary level, accounts for 15% of 
the total number of OOSC globally.

One in three children is OOS in Nigeria, 
with 12.4 million having never attended and 
5.9 million having left  school early.

66% of all OOSC are in the northeast and 
northwest, 86 percent are from rural areas, 
and 65% are from the poorest socio-economic 
quintile.

More than 50% of girls are not attending 
school at the basic education level, and only 1 
in 3 adolescents eligible for senior secondary 
education are attending.

UBEC’s position
UBEC which is central to ensuring that 

children attend school in Nigeria, has said with 
Nigeria’s commitment to provide equal access 
to free, universal, and quality basic education 
to all children of primary and junior secondary 
school age, the number of students in primary 
education increased by 45%, and in JSS, student 
enrolment tripled between 2000 and 2018. 

“GER in primary education improved 
from 85.1 in 2010 to 87.5 in 2018. School 
Net Attendance Rates improved from 64% in 
2007 to 68% in 2021. Th e primary OOSC rate 
declined from 37 percent to 32 percent between 
2018 and 2021,” the paper said.

Expert speaks
An Educationist, Michael Ojonugwa, 

said the issue of OOSC can be addressed if 
government pushes so hard to ensure that 
parents and local government authority faces 
penalty if they failed to send their wards to 
school, this of course is aft er government has 
made the necessary provisions in terms of 
infrastructure, good environment and learning 
materials.

“If children have a good learning 
environment, I believe many will not want 
to be on the street to hawk. And if a law that 
bans children from being at home or street 
during school hours are enacted and religiously 
implemented, I believe the OOSC menace will 
be history,” he said.

He also noted that having relevant data and 
evidence of what is being done will help in 
addressing the discrepancy in the fi gure being 
given out by diff erent organisations.

Untold story of Nigeria’s eff ort 
to tackle Out of School Children

  Minister of Satate for Education,  Goodluck Opia gives school bags to out of school children 
in Bayelsa recently 

It is what we know already that often prevents 
us from learning — Claude Bernard

How Imo, 14 states pushed out of school 
children to below 10% in 4 years   
Kebbi leads 15 states with higher rates
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A
s the North East 
development 
Commission 
continues to seek to 

carve a path to normality is 
restored in the region through 
intervention in developmental 
projects, the commission has 
entered into agreement with 
six universities to produce 
top-notch researches on ways 
lingering issues militating 
socio-economic activities will 
be tackled.

The agreement which is 
enabled through the Multi 
Sectoral Recovery Project – 
Additional Financing (MCRP 
AF) had over 30 participants 
from the six universities 
consisting of Vice Chancellors, 
Head of Departments and 
researchers in the region 
brainstormed on various 
research topics to be carried 
out during 2-day workshop.

The participating schools 
which are based in the Borno, 
Adamawa and Yobe (BAY) states 
include; Modibbo Adamawa 
University, Yola, Federal 
University Gashua, Yobe 
(FUGASHUA), University of 
Maiduguri (UNIMAID), Borno 
State University, Maiduguri 
(BOSU), Adamawa State 
University Mubi (ADSU), Yobe 
State University, Damaturu 
(YSU).

The project is being 
facilitated by the North East 
Recovery and Stability Program 
(NERSP).

The Federal Coordinator of 
the programme, Muhammad 
Danjuma stated that the 
programme would fund 
research on five thematic areas 
of agriculture, climate change 
mitigation, regional planning, 
peace building and social 
cohesion.

Danjuma noted that apart 
from the research to be carried 
out by renowned scholars in 
the schools, 90 postgraduate 
students would be sponsored 
to also conduct researches in 
the areas identified.

He stated that these would 
involve 30 PhDs and 60 masters 
students with a $700,000 
(N316m) research grant 
to identify solutions to the 
recovery process of the region.

He added that that the project 
is a $376m World Bank loan that 
the federal government took 
to resuscitate socioeconomic 
activities in the three states 
and given as a grant to respond 
to the needs across the three 
states as well as implemented 
up until 2024.

“The grant will also 
support higher institutions 
with very critical equipment 
that will further aid in 
research capabilities in those 
universities, making provision 
of things like laboratory 
equipment and other resources 
that are needed to aid research 
in those institutions.”

He stated that through 
the project, the commission 
has been able to provide 
over 350 hospitals, primary 
and tertiary secondary 
hospitals, rehabilitate over 300 
classrooms as well as hundreds 
of kilometres of roads.

He said the research that 

NEDC signs MoU with North East universities 
for scholarships, research projects

CO-CREATED 
C O N T E N T

Rebuilding 
N O R T H - E A S T

 The Vice Chancellor of the University of Maiduguri, Prof Aliyu Shugaba, signing the MoU, together with the Federal Coordinator 

 A group photographs of the Vice Chancellors of the universities.

 A cross section of participants at the event yesterday. 

the project is 
making a huge 
impact in the 
North East 
and I am very 
optimistic about 
the outcome. 
Especially 
after the 
implementation 
of the second 
phase

emanated from the project 
would quickly be implemented 
to further the development 
of the Northeast as it is in 
response to the devastation of 
the insurgency.

He added that the 
commission has been able to 
disburse almost 100 percent 
of the original financing of the 
MCRP and implementation 
has been in top gear.  

“Not just the numbers in 
terms of how much we have 
disbursed but we are engage in 
the practical walk on ground 
with over 350 hospitals, 
primary and tertiary secondary 
hospitals rehabilitated over 
300 classrooms and classroom 
blocks built as well as hundreds 
of kilometres of roads with 
the Mubi- Baza road was 
rehabilitated, which is a 34 
kilometer road in Adamawa 
was rehabilitated under this 
project. The Lokwa bridge in 
Mubi was rehabilitated under 
this project. And of course, 
Maiduguri Bama Road is 
which is 50% Completion now 
it’s been rehabilitated under 
this project, as well as the 
Gujba/Ngalda road that has 
already been implemented. 
So, the project is making a huge 
impact in the North East and I 
am very optimistic about the 
outcome. Especially after the 
implementation of the second 
phase.”

Speaking on the MoU 
the Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Maiduguri, 
Prof, Aliyu Shugaba, said the 
agreement is to collaborate 
with the commission to help 
provide solutions to some 
issues that emanated after the 
Boko Haram insurgency.

He added that the MoU 
would help to revive the region 
as with another agreement 
signed with the Lake Chad 
Basin on ways the academia 
would be a strong support.

“The researchers will look 
at problems within the area 
and we have suffered a great 

devastation in the region 
during the more than a decade 
of insurgency. We are trying 
to look at what are the things 
that led to the crises and how 
it impacted and devastated 
the sub region and how do we 
prevent them. Whatever the 
researchers will come up with 
will lead to the development 
in the region and what will 
be the way to sustain such 
development.”

On the utilization of the 
research from the project, 
he said “The outcome of the 
research that will be conducted 
by these academics will be 
looked at viz a viz bringing 
about a recovery process and 
how we sustain it. We have 
already told them that this is not 
research they will do and keep 
on their shelves or publish it for 
the purpose of promotion but 
the purpose of development. 
In this case, we are saying that 
they are generating knowledge 
but it is not knowledge that 
will be without application as 
they will be applied to solve the 
problems that exist within the 

region.”
One of the participants from 

the Yobe State University, Dr. 
Ibrahim Muhammad, said the 
research carried by his team 
is to look at the value chain of 
agricultural products to study 
the chemicals used for planting 
and storage.

He stated that the research 
was chosen due to high cases of  
kidney problems in the region.
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     MUKARRAMA:  I, formerly 
known as BELLO MUKARRAMA, now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
BELLO MUKARRAMA EL-NAFATY. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note.  

  I, formerly known as JIMOH 
SUKURAT ABIOLA. Now wish to be 
called and addressed as AKINDEJU 
SUKURAT ABIOLA. All former 
documents remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and the general public should 

take note.  

I, formerly known and addressed as 
OISAMAYE BLESSING OLOHIVONI 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as MATTHEW-EHIZOGIE BLESSING 
OLOHIVONI. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and the 

general public to take note. 

  I formerly known as MISS 
OLAWUNI OMOLOLA BLESSING, now 
wish to be known and addressed as MRS. 
ADEWUMI OMOLOLA BLESSING. All 
former documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

NURENI:  I formerly known as 
OLAMILEKAN DUDUS TEMITOPE, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as NURENI QUDUS TEMITOPE. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note.  

  HABIBAT: I formerly known 
as HABIBAT EMILU SHELU, now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
HABIBAT EMILU TAIWO. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note.  

  BILIKISU: I formerly known 
as BILIKISU MONILOLA SADIKU, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as BILIKISU MONILOLA FATOLU. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note.  

  JEMIMAH: I formerly known 
as OCHEJA JEMIMAH AJANIGO, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as OSEGHALE JEMIMAH AJANIGO. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note.  

I formerly known as ESSIEN 
SAMUEL EKWERE, now wish to be 
known and addressed as OJINNAKA 
UGONNA RAYMOND and my date of 
birth is 24/06/1986 not 28/05/1984. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note.      

ZAINAB:  I formerly known as 
ZAINAB ABUBAKAR ADAM, now wish 
to be known and addressed as ZAINAB 
ABUBAKAR ABDULLAHI. All former 
documents remain valid. NYSC and the 
General public should please take note. 

FATIMA:  I formerly known as 
FATIMA ABUBAKAR ADAM, now wish 
to be known and addressed as FATIMA 
ABDULRAHMAN AHMAD. All former 
documents remain valid. NYSC and the 
General public should please take note.   

  RACHAEL: I formerly known 
as ROWLAND RACHAEL BOSEDE, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as EMENU RACHAEL BOSEDE. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note.  

  DOOLUMUN: I formerly known 
as CHIA DOOLUMUN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as AONDOAKAA 
DOOLUMUN. All documents bearing 
my former names remain valid. General 
public should please take note.  

  This is to inform the General 
public that I’ MOKWE ABRAHAM 
was born on the 28/06/1997. But 
NOT 28/06/1998.  General public 
and Authorities concerned should 
please take note.  

  SADIYA: I, formerly known as 
SADIYA ABDULMALIK, now wish to 
be called and addressed as SADIYA 
MUHAMMAD. All former documents 
remain valid. General public and 
Authorities concerned should please take 

note.  

  AMOSU: I, formerly known as 
AMOSU TOBA OMOWUNMI, now wish 
to be called and addressed as AMOSU 
OLUWATOBA ANIKE. All former 
documents remains valid. General public 
and Authorities concerned should please 

take note.     

ISMAIL:  I formerly known as 
SAMAILA MOHAMMED ALHAJI, 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
ISMAIL MUHAMMAD DUNBULWA. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note. 

FATIMA: I formerly known 
as FATIMA MODU, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
FATIMA MODU BAMA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note.   

KWEMBE: In view of the requirement 
for name correction by the National Identity 
Management Commission (NIMC), I want to 
notify NIMC and the general public that my name 
is BENJAMIN KWEMBE and not BENJAMIN 
TERUNGWA KWEMBE as registered with NIMC. 
NIMC and the public should please take note. 

AMINA:  I formerly known 
as AMINATU USMAN, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
AMINA MUHAMMADU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note.    

MUHAMMAD:   I formerly 
known as MUHAMMAD HALILU 
KHALID now wish to be known as 
MUHAMMAD KHALID. All former 
documents remain valid authorities 
concern and general public to take note  

LIMAN: I formerly known as 
ABUBAKAR USMAN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as ABUBAKAR 
LIMAN USMAN. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

  FATIMAH:  I, formerly known as 
ABDULMALIK FATIMAH OMETERE, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as ANUMAH FATIMAH OMETERE. All 
former documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note.  

  I, formerly known as ABDALLAH 
MANSUR, but now wish to be known and 
addressed as ABDULLAHI MANSUR. All 
my former documents to remain valid. 
General public  nancial institutions and 
all authorities concerned should please 

take note.  

  I, formerly known as ABDULLAHI 
SAMAILA,  but now wish to be known 
and addressed as ABDULLAHI ISMAIL. 
All my former documents to remain valid. 
General public  nancial institutions and all 
authorities concerned should please take 

note.  

  I, formerly known and addressed 
IHUOMA SABRINA  EZEOMAH. 
Now want to be known and addressed 
as IHUOMA SABRINA NWONYE. 
All former documents remain valid and 
the general public should take note.  

  HAMZA:   I formerly known and 
addressed as BABANGIDA UMAR but 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as HAMZA UMAR All former documents 
remain valid. The general public and any 
authority concerned should take note, 

please.  

  RASHIDA: I formerly known and 
addressed as RASHIDA HASSAN but 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as RASHIDA YAKUBU. All former 
documents remain valid. The general 
public and any authority concerned 

should take note, please  

  ABUBAKAR: I formerly known 
and addressed as BUBA ALI but now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
ABUBAKA SADIQ ISA. All former 
documents remain valid. The general 
public and any authority concerned 

should take note, please  

  YAFATI: I formerly known and 
addressed as YAFATI ALHAJI AHMED 
but now wish to be known and addressed 
as YAFATI AHMED ABUBAKAR. 
All former documents remain valid. 
The general public and any authority 

concerned should take note, please.  

  MUKTAR: I formerly known and 
addressed as MUKTAR MOHAMMED 
but now wish to be known and addressed 
as MUKTARI MUHAMMADU. All former 
documents remain valid. The general 
public and any authority concerned 

should take note, please.  

NAZIRU: I, formerly known as 
BASHIRU SANUSI, now wish to be 
known and addressed as NAZIRU 
SANUSI ZARUMI. All documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
the general public to take note. 

ABUBAKAR: I, formerly known 
as ABUBAKAR ABDURRASHID, now 
wish to be known as ABUBAKAR 
ABDULRASHID. All documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
the general public to take note. 

RABI: I, formerly known as 
MAIHULA RABI, now wish to be 
known as RABI SHEHU MAIHULA. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General Public should take note.

  I formerly known as HAFSAT 
BADIRI now wish to be known and 
addressed as MARYAM MUSLIM. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take 
note.  

   I formerly known and addressed 
as ZAINAB LAWAL , now wish to be 
known, Called and addressed as ZAINAB 
LAWAL BATURE, all former documents 
remain valid, All authorities concerned 
and General public please take note.  

  I formerly known and addressed as 
ALIYU ABBAS DANSIDI , now wish to 
be known, Called and addressed as ALIYU 
ABBAS  and my correct and proper date of 
birth is 01-07-1998, all former documents 
remain valid, All authorities concerned and 
General public please take note.  

  I formerly known and addressed 
as   1. KHALILULLAH M. UTHMAN  2. 
KHALILULLAH UTHMAN , now  wish 
to be known, Called and addressed as 
MUHAMMAD KHALILULLAH UTHMAN, all 
former documents remain valid, All authorities 
concerned and General public please take note.  

  I formerly known and addressed 
as ZAINAB MUSBAHU, now wish to be 
known, Called and addressed as ZAINAB 
DAYYABU, all former documents remain 
valid, All authorities concerned and 
General public please take note.  

  I formerly known as ZAMZAM 
SAMINU  DOB: 12/10/1984 now 
wish to be known and address as 
ZAMZAM SAMINU JIBRIN  DOB: 
01/01/1987. All former documents 
remain valid. General public to take note   

  I FORMARLY KNOWN AS   ABU 
BALA NOW WISH TO BE KNOWN AND 
ADDRESS AS USMAN ABUBAKAR 
MY CORRECT DOB IS 01/01/1981 . 
ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN 
VALID,GENERAL PUBLIC SHOULD 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE.     

  I formerly known as ZAYYANU 
MUHAMMED TUKUR now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
ZAYYANU MUHAMMAD. All former 
documents remain valid, general 
public should please take note.     

  ADAMU: I Formerly known 
and address as ASMA’U MUAZU. 
Now wish to be known and address 
as ASMA’U ADAMU MUAZU. All 
former documents remain valid 
general public should take note.  

  ABUBAKAR: I Formerly known 
and address as UMAR ABUBAKAR 
ABUBAKAR. Now wish to be known 
and address as UMAR ABUBAKAR. 
All former documents remain valid 
general public should take note.  

  FULANI:  I Formerly known 
and address as SUMAYYA SHIITU 
DANJABALU. Now wish to be known 
and address as SUMAYYA SULAIMAN 
FULANI. All former documents remain 
valid general public should take note.  

  UMAR:  I Formerly known 
and address as ABUBAKAR 
SODANGI. Now wish to be known 
and address as UMAR SODANGI. 
All former documents remain valid 
general public should take note.  

  MUKTAR:  I Formerly known 
and address as ABDULWAHAB 
ABDULLAHI. Now wish to be known 
and ABDULWAHAB MUKTAR. 
All former documents remain valid 
general public should take note.  

  I formerly known as 
MARYAM ABDULAZEEZ ISAH and 
addressed as MARYAM SALISU 
MUHAMMAD. All former documents 
remain valid. NYSC and general 
public should please take note.        

  I formerly known and addressed as 
ASMA’U IBRAHIM , now wish to be known, 
Called and addressed as ASMA’U IBRAHIM 
KHALIL  and my correct and proper date 
of birth is 25-12-1995, all former documents 
remain valid, All authorities concerned and 
General public please take note.  

ZULEIHAT:  I formerly known 
as YAKUBU ZULEIHAT OYIZA, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as IBRAHIM ZULEIHAT. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

 SHAUSU: I, FORMERLY KNOWN AND 
CALLED AS SHAUSU EDWIN NOW WISH TO 
BE KNOWN, CALLED AND ADDRESSED AS 
SHAUSU TERGUMA EDWIN. ALL FORMER 
DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. GENERAL 
PUBLIC AND OTHER AUTHORITIES 
CONCERNED SHOULD PLEASE TAKE NOTE.

 I, formerly known and 
addressed as RESPECT HARUNA  
now wish to be known and 
addressed as HARUNA AHMADU. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should take note.

My name is SAIDU ISYAKU 
CHEPA, not SAIDU ISTAKY 
CHEPA.All former documents 
remain valid, Sigma pension and the 
general public to take note, please.

ZANZAN: I, FORMERLY KNOWN AND 
CALLED AS ZANZAN CHARLES ALFRED 
NOW WISH TO BE KNOWN, CALLED AND 
ADDRESSED AS ZANZAN CHARLES AGIDI. 
ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. 
GENERAL PUBLIC AND OTHER AUTHORITIES 
CONCERNED SHOULD PLEASE TAKE NOTE.

Emmanuel: I formerly known as 
Adeniji Odunayo Adenike now wish to 
be known and addressed as Emmanuel 
Odunayo Adenike. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
general public should please take note.

 OKAFOR:  I formerly known 
as OKAFOR EVAN OZIOMA, now 
wish to be known as OKAFOR MARY 
NARACHI. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
general public please take note.

 SULEMAN: I formerly known as 
NUHU  AISHATU, now wish to be known 
as SULEMAN  AISHA  YARINYA.  And 
my correct date of birth is 7th APRIL 
1981. All former documents remain valid. 
Authority concerned and general public 

please take note.

 ABUBAKAR: I formerly 
known as Aminu Fatima, now wish 
to be known as Abubakar Fatima. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authority concerned and general 
public please take note.

PETER: I formerly known as 
PETER CHINAZA ADIBE now wish 
to be known and addressed as PETER 
CHINAZA ADIBE -IGBOAGI. All former 
documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public should 

please take note.

IBRAHIM: I formerly known 
as FATI IBRAHIM and FATI A. 
IBRAHIM, but now wishes to be known 
and addressed as PATI IBRAHIM. All 
formal documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note.

 I, Formerly Abdullahi Ibrahim 
now Abdullahi Ibrahim Kasim. All 
former documents remain valid. 
Jamb, all other authorities concerned 
and the general public to take note.

 ORKAA: I, FORMERLY KNOWN AND 
CALLED AS ORKAA JERRY NOW WISH TO 
BE KNOWN, CALLED AND ADDRESSED AS 
ORKAA TORKUMA JERRY. ALL FORMER 
DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. GENERAL 
PUBLIC AND OTHER AUTHORITIES 
SHOULD PLEASE TAKE NOTE.

Rachael: I formerly known as 
Rachael Ene Joseph Igoh now wish to 
be known and addressed as Rachael 
Ene Atuluku. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
general public should please take note.

 AJAYI: I, FORMERLY KNOWN 
AND CALLED AS ESECHIE BOSE JULIET 
NOW WISH TO BE KNOWN, CALLED AND 
ADDRESSED AS AJAYI BOSE JULIET. ALL 
FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. 
GENERAL PUBLIC AND OTHER AUTHORITIES 
SHOULD PLEASE TAKE NOTE.

 I formerly known as MUHAMMED 
MUSA, now wish to be known and 
addressed as MOHAMMED MUSA and 
my DOB is 29/01/1972 All former 
documents to remain valid. Authority 
concern and general public should please 

take note.

 I, formerly known and 
addressed as BLESSING ILIYA 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as BLESSING MAINA. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should take note.

 MARYAM: I formarly known 
as MARYAM BAPPA MALLAM 
Now wish to be known and 
addressed as MARYAM BAPPAH All 
my documents remain valid General 
public should take note.

 I formerly known as 
Shamsuddeen Mohammed now wish to 
be called Abdulhamid Aliyu and my DOB 
is 01/04/1998 All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities concerned and 
general public should please take note.

 KAWOJUE: I formerly known as 
FALADE LATEEFAH ADESOLA AINA, 
now wish to be known as KAWOJUE 
LATEEFAH ADESOLA AINA. All former 
documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public please take 

note.

 I formally known as SALIMA 
USMAN  now wish to be known 
and addressed as SALMA ALI. 
All former documents remain valid 
authority concern and general public 
should take note, please.

I, formerly known and addressed 
as LAUWALI ABDULLAHI now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
LAWALI ABDULLAHI. All former 
documents remain valid. First Bank 
and the general public to take note.

MATTHEW:  I formerly known 
and addressed as IFEDAYO ESHIOKHE 
MATTHEW now wish to be to be known 
and addressed as IFEDAYO MORDECAI 
MATTHEW. All former documents remain 
valid. Authority concerned and general 

public to take note.

IBRAHIM: I formerly known and 
addressed as ABU RIBERI now wish to 
be known and addressed as IBRAHIM 
ABUBAKAR. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
general public to take note.

NYITYO:  I formerly known and 
addressed as SHBEM EMMANUEL 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as EMMANUEL NYITYO. All former 
documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public to take 

note.

JOY: I formerly known and 
addressed as ALELUMHE JOY now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
IZUAGHIE JOY. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
general public to take note.

BEMDOO: I formerly known and 
addressed as BENJAMIN JOSEPH 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
BEMDOO JOSEPH AONDOAKULA. All 
former documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public to take 

note.

KASIMU: I formerly known and 
addressed as KASIMU GEORGINA 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as. SULE WAHAB GEORGINA. All 
former documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public to take 

note.

FIDELIX:  I formerly known and 
addressed as AMBROSE FIDELIX 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
LUCKY FIDELIX. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
general public to take note.

I, formerly known and 
addressed as ABUBAKAR 
HASSANA now wish to be known 
and addressed as SULE HASSANA. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public to take note.

I, formerly known and 
addressed as AISHA DAHIRU now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
MRS AISHA JAMILU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public to take note.

I, formerly known and addressed 
as ISAH YAHAYA now wish to be known 
and addressed as ISAH(First name) BALA 
WAIMAN (Surname) YAHAYA (Middle 
name). All former documents remain 
valid. UBA bank and general public to 

take note.

I, formerly known and addressed 
as ZALIHA ABUBAKAR SHAGARI 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as ZALIHA SURAJO ABUBAKAR 
SHAGARI. All former documents remain 
valid. NYSC and general public to take 

note.

I formerly known and addressed 
as SAMSON MUWA, SAMSON MUNA, 
SAMSON MANU now wish to be known 
and addressed as SAMSON MUNA  
MARYAH former document remain valid. 
General public authority concerned to 

take note. 

I formerly known and addressed 
as JOSHUA  MONDAY now wish to 
be known and addressed as JOSHUA 
MONDAY  DANZARIA  All former 
document remain valid. General public 
authority concerned to take note. 

I, formerly known and 
addressed as ABDULKARIM 
SANUSI now wish to be known 
and addressed as ISAH MAMMAN. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public to take note.

I formerly known as MISS 
ADEOLA ADUKE ALABI now wish 
to be known and addressed as MRS 
ADEOLA ADUKE OLATUNJI.  All 
former documents remain valid. The 
General public should please note.

I formerly known as HALIMA 
UMAR YAHUSA now wish to be 
known and addressed as HALIMA 
ALIYU. All former documents 
remain valid. General public to take 
note.

I, formerly known as MUJAHID 
ALI GARBA wish to be known and 
refer as MUJAHID ALIYU GARBA, 
Access Bank should take note. 
All other documents remain valid 
General public to take note.

ABDULLAHI: I, formerly known 
as SAEED ABDULLAHI, now wish to 
be known and addressed as ABDULLAHI 
SAEED FAROUK. All documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
the general public to take note. 

.ISHAKA: I formerly known as 
ISYAKA ALI, now wish to be known 
and  addressed as ISHAKA ALIYU 
BALA, All former documents remain 
valid.  Authority concerned and the 
general public should please take note.
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SULAI : I formerly known as 
NASURU AUDU, now wish to be 
known and  addressed as SULAI ABDU 
MUHAMMED ,All former documents 
remain valid.  Authority concerned and 
the general public should please take 

note.

GONI: I formerly known as 
GONI UMAR now wish to be known 
as UMAR MALLAM  GONI with DOB 
25/01/1996 all former decument 
remain remain valid  general public 
should please take note

CYNTHIA: I formerly known as 
EZE CYNTHIA CHIOMA, now wish to 
be known  as EZEADIREJE CYNTHIA 
CHIOMA. All former documents remain 
valid.  Authorities concerned and the 
general public should take note.

CATHERINE* : I formerly 
known as *HANANIAH CATHERINE 
KETURAH* now wish  to be known 
and addressed as *HANANIAH 
CATHERINE* All my former  documents 
remain valid, Authorities concerned and 
general public should  please take note.

 I formerly known as PAUL 
PETER JUSTINE,now wish to be known 
and address  as OLIVER JOHN.And 
my correct Date of Birth is 03/03/1996.
All former  documents remain valid.
Authorities concerned and General public 

should  please take note

I formerly known as DANBALA 
ALHAJI now wish to be known as 
DANBALA MUNKAILA JIBRIN. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should take note.

 I formally known as COMFORT 
MATHEW GALI now wish to be 
known and  addressed as COMFORT 
MAIKUDI KWAJAFFA.All former 
documents remain valid  general 
public should please take note.

I formerly known as SADIYA 
IDRIS SALIHU now wish to be 
addressed as  HASSANA IDRIS 
SALIHU all former documents 
remain valid general public  should 
please take note.

I formally known as FILIBUS 
TSOK DANG now wish to be known 
and addressed  as TSOK, PHILIP 
DANG all former documents remain 
valid general public  should please 
take note.

I formally known as DANJUMA, 
NANSHAL NASH now wish to be 
known and  adressed as DANJUMA, 
NANSHAL and my correct Date of Birth 
is 10~02~1998  not 11~10~1989. All 
former documents remain valid general 

public should  please take note.

 I, formerly known as USMAN 
RAKIYA. now wish to be known 
and addressed  as SULEIMAN 
RAKIYA. All former documents 
remains valid, general public  should 
please take note.

PATIENCE: I formerly known as 
GYANG PATIENCE NVOU, now wish 
to be known  as PATIENCE YAMSO 
LONGJI. All former documents remain 
valid. Authorities  concerned and the 
general public should take note.

 CHANGE OF NAME: I formerly 
known as EPHRAIM ILIYA, now wish 
to be known  as EPHRAIM ISHAKA 
ILIYA. All former documents remain 
valid. Authorities  concerned and the 
general public should take note.

JOY: I formerly known as MISS. 
OKORIE JOY UDUMA, now wish to 
be known as  MRS. EMMANUEL JOY 
KALU. All former documents remain 
valid. Authorities  concerned and the 
general public should take note.

USMAN* : I formerly known as 
*USMAN BAHAJATU SALEH* now wish 
to be  known and addressed as *USMAN 
SALEH* All my former documents remain  
valid, Authorities concerned and general 
public should please take note.

DUTSE: I  formerly known and 
addressed as DAVID DUTSE, but now 
wish to be called and addressed as DOGO 
DUTSE, All former documents remain 
valid.The First Bank Nigeria PLC. and the 
General Public should please takenote.

I formerly known as HAUWA 
JIJJI,  now wish to be called and 
addresses HAUWA ALIYU MAISHANU.  
all former decoment remain valid 
USMANU DANFODIO UNIVERSITY, 
SOKOTO, authority concern and general 

public should take to note

  I formerly known as 
Muhammad mulki now wish to be 
called and addressed  as Muhammad 
Umar Mulki. All former documents 
remain valid Authority  concern and 
general public to note 

 I formerly known as KAMAL 
KAROYAL ISAH now wish to be 
called and  addressed as KAMAL 
ISAH. All former documents remain 
valid Authority  concern and general 
public to note 

I formerly known as NNEKA  
ANEKE JOY now wish to be called 
and  addressed as NNEKA  ANEKE. 
All former documents remain valid 
Authority  concern and general 
public to note 

I formerly known as HASSANA 
ABDULLAHI now wish to be called 
and  addressed as HASSANA SADI. 
All former documents remain valid 
Authority  concern and general 
public to note 

I formerly known as JAMILU  
M.  HARUNA now wish to be 
called and  addressed as JAMILU 
MUHAMMAD HARUNA. All former 
documents remain valid  Authority 
concern and general public to note 

I formerly known and addressed 
as SABO A MOH‘D , now wish to be  
known and addressed as MUSA UMAR  
MY CORRECT DATE OF BIRTH IS 
12-8-1972  NOT 10-9-1968all former 
documents remain valid, general public to 

take  note

I formerly known as GARBA  
ALASAN now wish to be called and  
addressed as GARBA  ALHASAN. 
All former documents remain valid 
Authority  concern and general 
public to note 

I formerly known as AMINU 
ISIYAKU  SADIQ now wish to be 
called and  addressed as AMINU  
SADIQ AUWALU. All former 
documents remain valid  Authority 
concern and general public to note 

  AISHA, I formerly known as 
AYSHAT YUSUF USMAN now wish 
to be called and addressed as AISHA 
YUSUF USMAN. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities concerned and 
the general public should please take 

note.  

I formerly known as Khaleed 
salihu ABUBAKAR now wish to be 
called and  addressed as Khaleed 
ABUBAKAR gora. All former 
documents remain valid  Authority 
concern and general public to note 

 I formally known and address as 
Muhammed Ta  da Yakubu, now wish  to 
be known and called as Ta  da Yakubu. 
All former documents remain  valid. 
Eco Bank, FCMB and other concern 
authorities and the general  public to note 

pls.

I formerly known as SHAAWA 
ALIYU now wish to be  called and 
addressed as SHAAWA ALIYU 
ABDULBASIT. All former documents  
remain valid Authority concern and 
general public to note 

I formerly known as Hassana 
Shuaibu Usman now wish to be  
called and addressed as Hassana 
Shuaibu . All former documents 
remain  valid Authority concern and 
general public to note 

I formerly known as NAJA’ATU 
DAHIRU YUSUF now wish to be 
called and  addressed as NAJA’ATU 
DAHIRU MAKAMA. All former 
documents remain valid  Authority 
concern and general public to note 

I formerly known and addressed 
as IBRAHIM MUHAMMAD  BELLO , 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
IBRAHIM M BELLO AND MY  CORRECT 
DATE OF BIRTH IS   2-2-1993,NOT 
OTHERWISE  all former documents  
remain valid, general public to take note

I formerly known and addressed 
as ABDU IBRAHIM  SULAIMAN , 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as ABDULKARIMU SULAIMAN   
all former documents remain valid, 
general public to take note

I formerly known as ABBAS AHMAD 
MUHAMMAD  AND AHMAD MUHAMMAD  
30/04/1996  now wish to be called 
and addressed as ABBAS  ABDULLAHI  
MUHAMMAD.  DOB: 30/04/1998. All 
former documents remain valid Authority  
concern and general public to note 

I was formerly known as HADIZA 
ABBA LAWAN SABO now wish to be 
known and  called as HADIZA LAWAN 
KWARU. All my former documents 
remain valid.  Authorities concerned and 
general public should please take note 

  MARYAM , I formerly known as 
MARYAM AHMAD ADAM now wish to 
be called and addressed as MARYAM  
AHMAD MUHAMMAD. All former 
documents remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and the general public should 

please take note.  

ABDULRAZAK, I formerly known 
as ABDU LAWAL now wish to be 
called and addressed as ABDULRAZAK 
LAWAN. All former documents remain 
valid. Authorities concerned and the 
general public should please take note

  ABIODUN, I formerly known 
as ABIODUN SAMUEL BOLANLE 
now wish to be called and addressed as 
ABIODUN OLAIYA. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities concerned and 
the general public should please take 

note.  

  HAFSAT, I formerly known as 
HAFSATU ABDULMUNAFI INUSA 
now wish to be called and addressed 
as HAFSAT ABDULMUNAF YUNUSA. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authorities concerned and the general 

public should please take note.  

  I formerly known as Abdussamad 
malami Dahiru now wish to be called 
and addresses Abdussamad malami 
all former decoment remain valid 
authority concern and general public 
should take to note  

  YARIMA : I formerly known 
and called HALIMA YARIMA now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
HALIMA IBRAHIM YARIMA. All former 
documents remain valid. Concerned 
authorities and the general public to 

please take note.  

I formerly known as FATIMA 
ABDULAZEEZ ISAH now wish to be 
known as  FATIMA ABDULAZEEZ 
ATTAH All former documents remain 
valid authority  concerned and general 
public should please take note 

I formerly known as FATIMA 
UMAR now wish to be known as 
FATIMA ADO UMAR  All former 
documents remain valid authority 
concerned and general public  
should please take note 

I formerly known as. HAUWA 
HARUNA now wish to be known  as 
HAUWA HARUNA ABDULHAMID 
All former documents remain valid 
authority  concerned and general 
public should please take note 

I formerly known as HALIF. 
MUHAMMAD now wish to be known  
as SUNUSI MUHAMMAD INUWA 
All former documents remain valid 
authority  concerned and general 
public should please take note 

I formerly known as MURTALA 
KHALID KHALID 31/DEC/1971 now 
wish to be  known as MURTALA KHALID 
01/01/1976 All former documents 
remain valid  Authority concerned and 
general public should please take note

  ABDULLAHI, I formerly known 
as ABDULLAHI NULL SAIDU now wish 
to be called and addressed as ABDULLAHI 
SAIDU. All former documents remain 
valid. Authorities concerned and the 
general public should please take note.  

  HISHAM, I formerly known as 
HISHAM IBRAHIM UBALE NA’ABBA 
now wish to be called and addressed as 
HISHAM UBALE NA’ABBA. All former 
documents remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and the general public should 

please take note.  

  AUWALU, I formerly known as 
AUWAL LAWAN now wish to be called 
and addressed as AUWALU UMAR 
LAWAN  and date of birth: 27/2/2001. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authorities concerned and the general 

public should please take note.  

  AISHATU, I formerly known as 
AISHATU ABDULKADIR now wish 
to be called and addressed as AISHATU 
ABDULKADIR KABIRU. All former 
documents remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and the general public should 

please take note.  

YAGA: I formerly known as 
YAGA FALINYI GALADIMA now 
wish to be known and  addressed as 
YAGA FALINYI. All former documents 
remain valid .  NIMC,NECO And 
General Public Should please take note.

KUCHELI: I formerly known as 
KUCHELI KASHIM now wish to be 
known and  addressed as KUCHELI 
KASHIM NDAHI. All former 
documents remain valid .  NIMC And 
General Public Should please take note.

MADONI: I formerly known as 
MADONI BERNARD now wish to be 
known and  addressed as MADONI 
BERNARD MARKUS. All former 
documents remain valid .  NIMC And 
General Public Should please take note.

: IDRISU: I, formerly known as 
NGOBA IDRISU  with DOB 01/12/1950, 
now  wish to be known and addressed as 
IDRISU SEBORE NGOBA. All former  
documents remain valid with DOB 
05/10/1957. Authorities concerned and  
general public should please take note.

 YUSUF: I formerly known as 
YUSUF DAHIRU now wish to be known 
and  addressed as YUSUF AUWAL 
ABUBAKAR. All former documents 
remain valid  with DOB 01/01/2000.
POLARIS BANK PLC And general public 

should please  take note.

I was formerly known as 
WALIYAT ABDULAZEEZ now wish to 
be known and  called as MRS Waliyat 
Abdulazeez. All my former documents 
remain  valid. Authorities concerned and 
general public should please take  note 

I was formerly known as AMINA 
NASIR TAHIR now wish to be known 
and  called as MRS Amina Nasir Tahir. 
All my former documents remain valid 
.  Authorities concerned and general 
public should please take note

I was formerly known as Ibrahim 
Ibrahim Yunusa now wish to be known 
and  called as Ibrahim Yunusa Ibrahim. 
All my former documents remain  valid. 
Authorities concerned and general 
public should please take  note 

 I was formerly known as 
MOHAMMED BELLO now wish to 
be  known and called as MUHAMMAD 
ADAMU MUHAMMAD. All my former 
documents  remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and general public should 

please  take note 

  ABUBAKAR, I formerly known 
as GARBA MUHAMMAD now wish to 
be called and addressed as ABUBAKAR 
MUHAMMED. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities concerned and 
the general public should please take 

note.  

  I formerly known as NAFISA 
ADNAN DANBATTA now wish to 
be called and addresses NAFISA 
UMAR ADNAN all former document 
remain valid authority concern and 
general public should take to note  

  I formerly known as Mohammed 
A, Bala now wish to be called and 
addresses; Muhammed Abdullahi Bala 
all former document remain valid  rst 
bank authority concern and general 
public should take to note     

I formerly known as NASIRU 
ISMAIL now wish to be called and 
addresses NASIR ISMAIL AHMAD 
all former document remain valid 
authority concern and general public 
should take to note

  SAMIR, I formerly known as 
MICHEAL TERSOO JOSEPH now wish 
to be called and addressed as SAMIR 
HASSAN. All former documents remain 
valid. Authorities concerned and the 
general public should please take note.     

  I formerly known as. SAADATU 
SHEHU IBRAHIM now wish to 
be known as SAADATU  SHEHU 
MUSTAPHA All former documents 
remain valid authority concerned and 
general public should please take note   

  I formerly known as SAIDA 
USMAN SAMBO now wish to be 
known as SAIDA ABUBAKAR All 
former documents remain valid 
authority concerned and general 
public should please take note  

  I formerly known as. 
ABUBAKAR UMAR now wish to be 
known as ABUBAKAR ABDUSSALAM 
UMAR All former documents remain 
valid authority concerned and general 
public should please take note      

  KHADIJA, I formerly known as 
HADIZA BELLO now wish to be called 
and addressed as KHADIJA ADO. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authorities concerned and the general 
public should please take note.  

  I formerly known as HADIZA 
HARUNA now wish to be known 
as HADIZA HARUNA BAFFA All 
former documents remain valid 
authority concerned and general 
public should please take note   

  I formerly known as 
RUKAYYA SULEIMAN now wish to 
be known as RUKAYYA SULEIMAN 
KAMAL All former documents remain 
valid authority concerned and general 
public should please take note   

I formerly known as MARYAM 
BALA UMAR now wish to be known 
as MARYAM ABUBAKAR SADIQ 
All former documents remain valid 
authority concerned and general 
public should please take note 

  ZULAIHATU, I formerly known 
as ZULAIHATU AHMED now wish to 
be called and addressed as ZULAIHATU 
AHMED ABBAS. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities concerned and 
the general public should please take 

note.     

  I formerly known as FATIMA 
ADAMU now wish to be known as 
FATIMA ADAMU MUSA All former 
documents remain valid authority 
concerned and general public should 
please take note   

  I formerly known as DINI 
HARUNA now wish to be known 
as IDRIS YAKUBU HARUNA All 
former documents remain valid 
Authority concerned and general 
public should please take note  

  SALIMA, I formerly known as 
SALIMA ISMAIL now wish to be called 
and addressed as SALIMA SADAUKI 
KIBIYA. All former documents remain 
valid. Authorities concerned and the 
general public should please take note.     

I  salisu Adamu residing at disina.shira 
l.g.a.Bauchi statethat I am known  and addressed 
as SALISU ADAMU.that I wish to add my family  
name.DISINA.to my name,that I will henceforth be 
kown and addressed  as.SALISU ADAMU DISINA.
all former documents remain valid, General public 
and the authority concerned should take note

I formerly known as KASSIM 
ZALIHA MUSA now wish to be called 
and  addressed as KASIM ZALIHA 
MUSA . All former documents remain 
valid. The  Authority concern and the 
general public should please take note

I  formerly known as AZIZA 
AMINU SUNUSI now wish to be called 
and  addressed as AZIZA AMINU 
NASIR. All former documents remain 
valid. The  Authority concern and the 
general public should please take note.

I,  formerly known as IBRAHIM 
MUSA now wish to be known and 
addressed as  IBRAHIM IBRAHIM 
all former documents remain valid, 
General public and  the authority 
concerned should take note

 I,  formerly known as HAMISU 
LADAN now wish to be known and 
addressed as  HAMISU LADAN 
MIDURU all former documents 
remain valid, General public  and the 
authority concerned should take note

I,  formerly known as IBRAHIM 
ABDULRASHID now wish to be 
known and  addressed as IBRAHIM 
MUSA all former documents remain 
valid, General  public and the authority 
concerned should take note

I, formerly known as APENDA 
AGATHA now wish to be known 
and addressed  as APENDA AGTHA 
MSAAN all former documents remain 
valid, General public  and the authority 
concerned should take note

I,  formerly known as IBRAHIM 
LAWAL now wish to be known and 
addressed as  ABUBAKAR LAWAL 
all former documents remain valid, 
General public and the  authority 
concerned should take note

I,  formerly known as ALIYU 
ABDULLAHI USMAN now wish to 
be known and  addressed as ALIYU 
ABDULLAHI all former documents 
remain valid, General  public and the 
authority concerned should take note

I formerly known as PRECIOUS 
CHIMAMAKA NWANOSIKE now wish to 
be called and addressed as PRECIOUS  
CHIAMAKA AHAMEFULE. All former 
documents remain valid. The Authority 
concern and the general public should 

please take note.

I formerly known as  MISS 
HADIZA ISMAIL DAHUWA, now wish 
to be called  and addressed as MRS 
HADIZA ISMAIL DAHUWA. All former 
documents remain  valid. The Authority 
concern and the general public should 

please take  note.

  MUHAMMAD, I formerly known 
as MUHAMMAD AUWALU MUSA 
now wish to be called and addressed as 
MUHAMMAD AUWAL MUSA. All former 
documents remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and the general public should 

please take note.  

  MUHAMMAD, I formerly known 
as MOHD IBRAHIM now wish to be 
called and addressed as MUHAMMAD 
IBRAHIM ISAH. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities concerned and 
the general public should please take 

note.  

  AISHATU, I formerly known as 
AISHATU ABDULLAHI ISAH now wish 
to be called and addressed as AISHATU 
ABDULLAHI ABBA. All former 
documents remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and the general public should 

please take note.  

I formerly known as AWAKWULU 
ABDULLAHI now wish to be called 
and addressed as AWAKWULU 
AHMED ABDULLAHI. All former 
documents remain valid Authority 
concern and general public to note  

MUKHTAR: I formally known as 
HAFIZ MUKHATAR NOW WISH TO BE 
CALLED AND ADDRESSED AS HAFIZ 
MUKHTAR ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS 
REMAIN VALID GENERAL PUBLIC 
AND AUTHORITY CONCERNED 
SHOULD PLEASE TAKE NOTE

ZAINAB: Formerly known 
as ADAMU ZAINAB now to be 
addressed as ZAINAB .M. SANI 
WAZIRI. Former documents remain 
valid. General Public take notes 

Con  rmation of name :The name 
ISHAYA ABEL HABILA and ISHAYA ABEL 
referred to one and the same person, now 
wish to be known and addressed as ISHAYA 
DAVID.All former documents remain valid. 
Premium Pension, general public and any 
authority concerned to please take note.

FATIMA: I, formerly known as 
MISS FATIMA USMAN JIDDA now 
wish to be address as MRS FATIMA 
AMADU SULE. All former documents 
remain valid. Middlesex University Dubai, 
NYSC and the general public to note. 

IKINO: I formerly known 
as OMIDIJI MARY ABIODUN 
OLUFUNKE now wish to be called as 
IKINO ABIODUN OLUFUNKE all 
former documents remain valid general 
public all authority concern should please 

take note

MUHAMMADU: I formerly known 
as RABILU MUHAMMADU IBRAHIM 
now wish to be called as MUHAMMADU 
MUHAMMADU all former documents 
remain valid general public all authority 
concern should please take note

SUNDAY: I, formerly known 
as SUNDAY ABEL, now wish to be 
known and called SUNDAY ADAMU.All 
former documents remain valid.Premium 
Pension, general public and any authority 
concerned to please take note.

FIRDAUSI: I, formerly known as 
FIRDAUSI IBRAHIM MUHAMMAD, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as FIRDAUSI MUHAMMAD HASSAN. 
All former documents remain valid.
NYSC, general public and any authority 

concerned to please take note

JENNIFER: I, formerly known 
as JENNIFER WADIO, now wish to 
be known and addressed as JENNIFER 
JONATHAN AFRICA.All former 
documents remain valid.The general 
public and any authority concerned to 

please take note 

ADEWUYI: I, formerly known as 
ADEWUYI ABIODUN MISBAUDEEN, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as ADEWUYI ABIODUN.All former 
documents remain valid.The general 
public and any authority concerned to 

please take note 

AZUONWU: I, formerly known as 
CHIKWERUBA SONIA CHIMEMENA, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as AZUONWU SONIA CHIMEMENA.
All former documents remain valid.
The general public and any authority 

concerned to please take note 

HADIZA: I formerly known as 
Miss HADIZA IDRIS now wish to be 
called as Mrs HADIZA ALIYU UMAR 
MAGAYAKI all former documents 
remain valid general public all authority 
concern should please take note

MARYAM: I, formerly known as 
MARYAM ABDULLAHI now wish to 
be known and addressed as MARYAM 
ABUBAKAR .All former documents 
remain valid. the general public and any 
authority concerned to please take note. 

SAMAILA: I, formerly known as 
ISMILA IBRAHIM, now wish to be known 
and addressed as SAMAILA ABUBAKAR. 
All former documents remain valid.wrong 
DOB 01/01/1990,  Correct DOB. 
01/01/1988 General public and any 
authority concerned to please take note.

  OLUWATOYIN: I, formerly known 
and addressed as OLUWATOYIN  DORCAS   
MONIOLA  ADETULA BANKOLE. Now wish 
to be known, called and addressed as Mrs 
OLUWATOYIN  DORCAS OLAGUNJU. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.  

  OLUWADUNSIN: I, formerly 
known and addressed as Miss  OYEWALE   
YETUNDE  ABIOLA. Now wish to be 
known, called and addressed as Mrs 
OLUWADUNSIN   YETUNDE  ABIOLA. 
All former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.  

  CORRECTION OF NAME:      
OMOGBULE: I, formerly known and addressed 
as OMOGBULE   OLUWASEUN  SMAUEL. 
Now wish to be known, called and addressed 
as OMOGBULE OLUWASEUN SAMUEL. 
All former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.  

  ADEDEJI: I, formerly known and 
addressed as Mrs BAKARE  ATINUKE 
MONSHKURA. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as Miss ADEDEJI   
ATINUKE  MONSHKURA. All former 
documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.  
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  I formerly known and addressed 
as Miss OJEBIYI  VICTORIA TUNDUN, 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
Mrs  OGUNTONA  VICTORIA OJEBIYI. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authority concerned and general public 

take note.  

  CORRECTION OF NAME:      I 
formerly known and addressed as WAHEED 
SAKIRAT ORIYOMI, Now wish to be known 
and addressed as ABDULLAHI SHAKIRAT 
ORIYOMI. All former documents remain 
valid, Authorities concerned and general 
public should please take note.  

  AKINSUYI: I, formerly known 
and addressed as AKANO DEBORAH 
IMOLEAYO. Now wish to be known, called 
and addressed as AKINSUYI DEBORAH 
IMOLEAYO. All former documents remain 
valid, Authority Concerned and general 
public take note.  

  FAIZA: I, formerly known 
and addressed as FAIZA  MAGAJI  
BELLO. Now wish to be known, called 
and addressed as FAIZA MAGAJI 
MUHAMMAD BELLO. All former 
documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.     

  ABDULSALAM: I, formerly 
known and addressed as SALAM SALAM 
HAMADU. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as ABDULSALAM 
AHMED. All former documents remain 
valid, Authority Concerned and general 

public take note.        

  That I was formerly known and 
addressed as NNABUIFE KOSISO 
PATIENCE. That I wish to be called 
and addressed as IKENGA KOSISO 
PATIENCE. All former documents remain 
valid. Authority concerned and general 

public take note.  

  NELSON: I, formerly known and 
addressed as OGOMA CHRISTIAN 
CHIDALU. Now wish to be known, called 
and addressed as NELSON CHRISTIAN 
CHIDALU. All former documents remain 
valid, Authority Concerned and general 

public take note.  

  ADEKUNLE: I, formerly known 
and addressed as Miss BANGBADE  
MUJEEDAT AYOBAMI. Now wish to be 
known, called and addressed as Mrs 
ADEKUNLE  MUJEEDAT  AYOBAMI. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.  

  OLANIRAN: I, formerly known 
and addressed as Miss ADEBISI  
OMOLOLA IDAYAT. Now wish to be 
known, called and addressed as Mrs 
OLANIRAN  OMOLOLA  IDAYAT. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.     

  OLAOYE: I, formerly known 
and addressed as Miss  ADIFAGBOLA  
HELLEN TEMITOPE. Now wish to be 
known, called and addressed as Mrs 
OLAOYE HELLEN TEMITOPE. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.  

  I FORMERLY KNOWN AND 
ADDRESSED AS MISS HAMZAT  KHADIJAT  
AJOKE. NOW WISH TO BE KNOWN CALLED 
AND ADDRESSED AS MRS  OSENI  KHADIJAT  
AJOKE. ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAINS 
VALID. BANK AUTHORITY AND GENERAL 
PUBLIC SHOULD TAKE NOTE.  

  I FORMERLY KNOWN AND 
ADDRESSED AS MISS AMUDA  RAIMAT  
AJOKE. NOW WISH TO BE KNOWN CALLED 
AND ADDRESSED AS MRS  OYEYINKA  
RAIMAT  AJOKE. ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS 
REMAINS VALID. BANK AUTHORITY AND 
GENERAL PUBLIC SHOULD TAKE NOTE.  

  I formerly known and addressed 
as IBRAHEEM FATIMOH, now I 
wish to be known and addressed as 
ABDULGANIYU FATIMO APEKE. My 
correct date of birth is 6th July, 1987 not 
20th October, 1987. All former documents 

remain valid, General public take note.  

  That I was formerly called, 
known and addressed as OGUEJIOFOR 
CYNTHIA CHIKOADILI. That I now 
wish to be called, known and addressed 
as UKOCHUKWU MARY CYNTHIA. 
That all my former documents remain 

valid, General public take note.  

  This is to con  rm that SUULOLA 
RONKE JINAT and IDOWU RONKE 
JINAT is one and the same person. Now 
to be called and addressed as SUULOLA 
RONKE JINAT. All former documents 
remain valid, First Bank and general public 

take note.  

  OGBONNA: I, formerly known and 
addressed as EMENIRO EZEAKACHI 
DAVID. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as OGBONNA 
EZEAKACHI EMMANUEL DAVID. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.  

  OLUNLE : I was formerly known 
and addressed as OGUNLE HELEN 
ENOREMEGBE, henceforth I wish to be 
known and addressed as OLUNLE HELEN 
ENOREMEGBE. All former documents 
remain valid, Authority concerned and 
general public should take note.     

  On my birth certi  cate, my name is written as 
VICTOR OLUWADEMILADE MORAYO-IJILUSI 
which is deemed to be correct in all my particulars 
and I want to bears my father middle name and 
surname which is “MORAYO-IJILUSI” as compound 
name. All former documents remain valid, Authority 
concerned and general public should take note.     

  CONFIRMATION OF NAME AND CORRECTION OF 

DATE OF BIRTH:     I AJAI  JOHN  OLUSEGUN IS THE 

SAME PERSON AS AJAI OLUSEGUN  OMOTUNDE. NOW 

WISH TO BE KNOWN AND ADDRESSED AS AJAI  JOHN  

OLUSEGUN AND MY CORRECT DATE OF BIRTH IS 8TH DAY 

OF FEBRUARY, 1945 NOT 8TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1944. 

ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. AUTHORITY 

CONCERNED AND GENERAL PUBLIC TAKE NOTE.     

  On my birth certi  cate, my name is written 
as AVIEL TIWALADE MORAYO-IJILUSI which 
is deemed to be correct in all my particulars and I 
want to bears my father middle name and surname 
which is “MORAYO-IJILUSI” as compound 
name. All former documents remain valid, Authority 
concerned and general public should take note.     

  AKEREDOLU: I, formerly known 
as MISS HENRY ABOSEDE AINA, now 
wish to be known and addressed as MRS.  
AKEREDOLU  KAYODE  ABOSEDE 
AINA. All former documents remain 
valid. Banks and general public take note.      

  CONFIRMATION OF NAME:  
I, BABALOLA OLUFEMI OLADIMEJI 
and BABALOLA OLADIMEJI OLUFEMI 
refers to one and same person, now wish to 
be addressed as BABALOLA OLADIMEJI  
OLUFEMI. All former documents remain 
valid. Banks and general public take note.   

  CORRECTION OF NAME:  
My name is correctly written as OJO 
SUNDAY OLUWASESAN as it was 
stated on my National Identity Card 
henceforth. All former documents 
remain valid. General public take note.     

  I, Formerly known and 
addressed as DANIEL  BIDEMI 
FRANCIS ,now wish to be known 
and addressed DANIEL  ABIDEMI 
FRANCIS. All former documents 
remain valid public notice take note     

  I was formerly known and 
addressed as MISS  OLORUNGBEJAMI  
KIKELOMO MARY, now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as MRS. OGUNREMI  
KIKELOMO MARY. All former documents 
remain valid, concerned authorities, banks 
and general public should please take note.     

  I was formerly known and addressed 
as ADEBO BOLANLE FUNMILAYO, now 
wish to be known, called and addressed as 
MRS.  AKINTOYE  BOLATITO FUNMILAYO. 
All former documents remain valid, concerned 
authorities, Stanbic IBTC, banks and general 
public should please take note.  

  I was formerly known, called and 
addressed as MISS  ADEBAYO  OMOWUMI 
BOLANLE, now wish to be known, called and 
addressed as MRS. AWOLEYE OMOWUMI 
BOLANLE. All former documents remain 
valid, concerned authorities and general 
public should please take note.  

  CONFIRMATION OF NAMES:   On 
my marriage certi  cate my name appears as  
OLUWASEYI MOSES  OLUSOGA . While on 
some other documents it appears as  OLUWASEYI  
BAMIDELE  OLUSOGA . I am the same person 
bearing all the names. All documents bearing all the 
names remain valid. General public to please take 

note.     

  JOSEPH  :  I, FORMERLY KNOWN 
AND ADDRESED AS MOGBONJU  ADEDAYO   
JOSEPH, NOW WISH TO BE KNOWN AND 
ADDRESED AS MOGBONJUBOLA  ADEDAYO  
JOSEPH. ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS 
REMAIN VALID. THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND 
AUTHORITIES CONCERNED SHOULD PLEASE 

TAKE NOTE.        

  KOLAWOLE: I, formerly known 
and addressed as AJAO ROFIYAT 
OLUSOLA. Now wish to be known, called 
and addressed as KOLAWOLE ROFIYAT 
KANYINSOLA. All former documents 
remain valid, Authority Concerned and 

general public take note.     

  I, OGUNYEMI  OLUWAFUNMILAYO  
BUSAYO  SOETAN, FORMERLY KNOWN 
AS SOETAN  OLUWAFUNMILAYO  BUSAYO. 
HENCEFORTH, I WISH TO BE KNOWN AS 
OGUNYEMI  OLUWAFUNMILAYO  BUSAYO  
SOETAN. ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN 
VALID. AUTHORITY CONCERNED AND 

GENERAL PUBLIC TAKE NOTE.  

  OGUNDEJI: I, formerly known 
and addressed as OGUNDEYI SOGO 
ADISA. Now wish to be known, called 
and addressed as OGUNDEJI SOGO. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.  

  YUSUF: I, formerly known 
and addressed as TAIWO SALIMOT 
MOTUNRAYO. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as YUSUF SALIMOT 
MOTUNRAYO. All former documents 
remain valid, Authority Concerned and 
general public take note.  

  USMAN: I, formerly known and 
addressed as USMAN MUHAMMED 
JAMIU. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as USMAN 
MUHAMMED . All former documents 
remain valid, General public take note.  

  I formerly known and addressed 
as GODWIN ONYEMACHI ISAIAH. 
Now wish to be known and addressed as 
ONYEMACHI  EBEKPO  GODWIN. All 
former documents remain valid. General 
public and Authority concerned please 

take note.  

OLUWASANYA; I formerly known 
as Miss OLUSANYA TOYIN LOVETH. 
D.O.B; 1990.  Now wish to be known 
and addressed as Mrs OLUWASANYA 
TOYIN LAWAL. with  D.O.B; 1989 All 
former documents remain valid. General 

public should  please take note. 

JULIANA I formerly known and 
addressed as MISS JULIANA  KAKA 
ALI now wish to be known and addressed 
as MRS JULIANA KAKA USMAN  All 
former documents remain valid NYSC 
All concern and authority General  public 

should please take note.

HALIMA I formerly known 
and addressed as HALIMA AHMED  
KUKAWA now wish to be known and 
addressed as HALIMA AHMED BABA 
All  former documents remain valid All 
concern and authority General public  

should please take note.

. DAWUDA I formally known 
as DAWUDA KARDI ABUBAKAR  
now wish to be known and Adressed 
as DAWUDA KARDI NOMAU. All 
former documents remain valid general 
public should please take note.

SAMAILA  I formally known as 
SAMAILA SHUNI  now wish to  be 
known and Adressed as SAMAILA 
SANI All former documents remain  
valid general public should please 
take note.

. I formerly known as 
MAMUDA SANI  now wish to be 
known and addressed as  SHU’AIBU 
MUHAMMED All former documents 
remain valid authorities  concerned 
and general public should take note.

 BUKAR. I formerly known 
as MALANA BUKAR, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
MOHAMMED BUKAR. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note 

HAFSAT I formerly known and 
addressed as HAFSAT IBRAHIM  ADAM 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
HAFSAT ABUBAKAR ALI All  former 
documents remain valid All concern and 
authority General public  should please 

take note.

AISHA I formerly known and 
addressed as ADAMA ADAMU  YUNUS 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as AISHA YUNUS ADAMU All former  
documents remain valid All concern and 
authority General public should  please 

take note.

ALI. I formerly known as UMAR 
ALI, now wish to be known and 
addressed as UMARU ALI LAHUPARA. 
All former documents remain valid. With 
Correct DOB 01/01/1982. General 
public should please take note 

MUHAMMADU I formerly known and 
addressed as WANZAM MUHAMMADU 
now wish to  be known and addressed as 
MUHAMMAD WANZAM IBRAHIM All former 
documents  remain valid DOB 01/01/1940 
to 10/10/1968 All concern and authority  
General public should please take note.

 I, GAMBO KABO do solemnly 
declare that: the names GAMBO  KABO and 
MUHAMMAD KABO GAMBO are referred to 
me, as I used to answer  either of the names. 
Now I wish to be known and called GAMBO 
KABO. All  former documents remains valid. 
Authorities concerned and public to  note.

 MRS SARAH: I formerly known 
and addressed as MISS SARAH  MOSES, 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
MRS SARAH MOSES KUNLE. All  former 
documents remain valid. NYSC All concern 
authority And General  public should 
please take note.

 FALMATA: I formerly known and 
addressed as HADIZA MODU, now 
wish to be  known and addressed as 
FALMATA ALI. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concern authority And 
General public should please take note.

 JIBRIN I formerly known and 
addressed as WANZAM BANDE JIBIR 
now wish to  be known and addressed as 
JIBRIN WANZAM BANDE All former 
documents  remain valid DOB 01/01/1940 
to 02/09/1982 All concern and authority  
General public should please take note.

FALMATA I formerly known and 
addressed as FATIMA SHEHU BOYI 
now wish to  be known and addressed as 
FALMATA SHEHU All former documents 
remain  valid All concern and authority 
General public should please take note.

SHARIFUDDEN :  I formerly known 
as ADOJI  SHARIFUDDEEN, now wish 
to be known and addressed as ADOJI 
SHARIFUDDEN,  D.O.B 27/12/2003. 
All former documents remain valid . 
Authorities  concerned and the general 
public should please take note.

ABU:  I formerly known as 
ZAINAB MUSTAPHA ALIYU, now wish  
to be known and addressed as ZAINAB 
MUSTAPHA ABU. All former documents  
remain valid . Authorities concerned and 
the general public should  please take 

note.

ALIYU: I formerly known and 
addressed as ALIYU MUHD, now wish 
to be  known and addressed as ALIYU 
MOHAMMED. All former documents remain  
valid. With Correct DOB 15/04/1989 
NOT 18/10/1990. All concern authority  
And General public should please take note.

FATIMA: I formerly known and 
addressed as NASIRU FATIMA ALI 
BUKAR, now  wish to be known and 
addressed as FATIMA ALI BUKAR. 
All former documents  remain valid. All 
concern authority And General public 

should please  take note.

AJI: I formerly known and addressed 
as AJI MODU, now wish to be known  and 
addressed as AJI MALLAM ABUBAKAR. 
All former documents remain valid.  
With correct DOB 16/08/1997 NOT 
01/01/1992. All concern authority And  
General public should please take note.

OTHMAN: I formally know 
NAJA’ATU OTHMAN GITAL. now wish  
to be known and addressed as NAJA’ATU 
IBRAHIM ABDULKARIM. All former  
documents remain valid, Authorities 
concerned and general public should  

please take note.

FATIMA  I, formerly known 
as FATIMA SALE now wish to be  
known and called FATIMA SALEH 
ADAM. All former documents 
remain valid.  Authorities concerned 
and public to note.

ADAMU:  I formerly known 
as IDRIS AMINU DAUDA, now 
wish  to be known and addressed as 
ABDURRAHAMAN ADAMU. All former 
documents  remain valid . Authorities 
concerned and the general public should  

please take note.

. MERCY:  I formerly known as 
ZAMBA MERCY MAGANA, now  wish 
to be known and addressed as CALEB 
MERCY MAGANA. All former  documents 
remain valid . Authorities concerned and 
the general public  should please take 

note.

 MARYAM: I formerly known 
as MARYAM MOHAMMED MUSA 
now wish to be known  as MARYAM 
MUHAMMAD MUSA. All former 
document remain valid. General  
public should take note 

. DULO: I, formerly known 
as FANTA DUDO now wish to be  
known and called DULO DAUDA. 
All former documents remain valid.  
Authorities concerned and public to 
note.

 MUSTAPHA I, formerly known 
as MUSTAPHA MOHAMMED ABBA  
now wish to be known and addressed 
as MUSTAPHA MOHAMMED. All 
former  documents remains valid. 
General public should take note.

MARYAM:I Formerly known 
as Maryam Ahmed  Now wish to be 
known and addressed as Maryam 
Ahmed Garba Usman All  former 
documents remain valid General 
public should please take note

ALI  I, formerly known as 
YUSUF NAFIU now wish to be 
known and called  ALI HASSAN. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authorities concerned and  public to 
note.

YERIMA: I formerly known as 
MOHAMMED HAYATU, now wish to 
be know and  addressed as YERIMA 
HAYATU, All former document remain 
valid. With  correct DOB. 19/09/1984 
NOT  01/01/1982, General public 

should please  take note 

MUHAMMAD: I formerly known 
as IBRAHIM MOHAMMED, now 
wish to be know and  addressed as 
MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM MALAM, All 
former document remain  valid.General 
public should please take note 

MADA: I formerly known as 
MADA BZIGU YUSUF, now wish to 
be know and  addressed as MADA 
BZIGU, All former document remain 
valid.General  public should please 
take note 

SA’ADATU: I formerly known 
as SA’ADATU SULEIMAN, now  
wish to be know and addressed as 
SA’ADATU UMAR HARUNA, All 
former  document remain valid.General 
public should please take note 

HAMSATU: I formerly known 
as HAMSATU MUKTAR, now 
wish to be know and  addressed as 
HAMSATU KASHIM, All former 
document remain valid. General  
public should please take note 

 GONI: I formerly known as 
GONI UMAR now wish to be known 
as UMAR  MALLAM GONI with DOB 
25/01/1996 all former decument 
remain remain valid  general public 
should please take note.

FIBI: I formerly known as 
FIBI LINUS JOHN, now wish to 
be known and  addressed as FIBI 
LINUS. All former documents 
remain valid. General  public should 
please take note.

. ISA: I formerly known as 
USMAN ISA, now wish to be 
known and addressed  as USMAN 
ALHAJI ISA. All former documents 
remain valid. General public  should 
please take note.

I, Formerly known and addressed 
as MISS  BEKEE  ROPHINA 
CHIDINMA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as MRS IKE ROPHINA 
CHIDINMA, All former documents 
remain valid, general public take note.

*REARRANGEMENT OF NAME*    I,  
*SAVIOUR  KUFRE  OBOT*, wish to state 
that my name was wrongly arranged as *OBOT  
KUFRE  SAVIOUR* instead of *SAVIOUR 
KUFRE  OBOT*. That the correct arrangement 
of my name is *SAVIOUR KUFRE OBOT*. 
The general public should please take note.

*BEN*  I, formerly known as 
*JAMES  BEN IKECHUKWU*. Now 
wish to be known called and addressed 
as *BEN  IKECHUKWU*. All documents 
bearing my former name remain valid. 
The general public should please take 

note.

*CONFIRMATION OF NAME*   I,  
*UCHENDU  CHIMEKE  ISAIAH*, wish 
to con  rm that the names *UCHENDU  
CHIMEKE  ISAIAH* and *UCHENDU  
ISAIAH*. refer to one and the same 
person *UCHENDU CHIMEKE ISAIAH*. 
The general public should please take note.

*CHIBUIKE*    I, formerly known 
as *EKE  EGO  JUSTINA*. Now wish 
to be known called and addressed as 
*CHUBUIKE  EGONDU  JUSTINA*. 
All documents bearing my former name 
remain valid. The general public should 

please take note.

*ALEMOH*  I, formerly known as 
*NEBIRAT  MAMUD* and *ESTHER  
OMOYE  MAMUD*. Now wish to be 
known called and addressed as *ALEMOH  
ESTHER EMMANUEL*. All documents 
bearing my former name remain valid. The 
general public should please take note.

*ADDITION OF NAME*    I, formerly 
known as *JAMES  NDUBUISI*. Now wish to add 
*EZECHUKWU* to my name to be known called and 
addressed as *EZECHUKWU  JAMES  NDUBUISI*, 
and my correct date of birth is 14th February, 1999 
not 14th February, 2000. All documents bearing my 
former name remain valid. The general public should 

please take note.

*NAOMI*  I, formerly known as 
*MISS. NAOMI OMO OMOREGBE*. 
Now wish to be known and addressed 
as *MRS. NAOMI OMO EGUAVOEN*. 
All documents bearing my former name 
remain valid. The general public should 

please take note

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As MRS  UBA  JOY CHINYERE, Now 
Wish To Be Known And Addressed As 
MISS  MADUMERE  JOY CHINYERE. 
All Documents Bearing my former name 
still Remain Valid, General Public please 

Take Note.

Correction of name: my name was 
wrongly written as ULUWA  CHUKWUEMEKA 
PETERS instead of ULUWA CHUKWUEMEKA 
BLESSED  PETERS , now wish to be known 
and addressed as ULUWA CHUKWUEMEKA 
BLESSED PETERS, All former documents 
remain valid, general public take note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As OGBUAGU  FAVOUR  OGBONNE, 
Now Wish To Be Known And Addressed 
As NDUBUEZE  JANETH OGBONNE. All 
Documents Bearing my former name still 
Remain Valid, Banks and General Public 

please Take.

I, Formerly known and addressed as 
MISS  CHUKWUNWENDU  PRECIOUS 
CHINECHEREM, now wish to be known 
and addressed as MRS  MBADUGHA  
PRECIOUS CHINECHEREM, All former 
documents remain valid, general public 

take note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As MISS  OGBUAGU JANETH  
OGBONNE, Now Wish To Be Known 
And Addressed As MRS  NDUBUEZE  
JANETH  OGBONNE. All Documents 
Bearing my former name still Remain 

Valid, General Public please Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As NJOKU  UGOCHUKWU  STEPHEN, 
Now Wish To Be Known And Addressed As 
IHEANACHO  CHIAMAKA   FRANKLIN 
. All Documents Bearing my former name 
still Remain Valid, General Public please 

Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As MISS  OGAZIE  JULIA  CHIDERA , 
Now Wish To Be Known And Addressed As 
MRS  NWOKORO  JULIA  CHIDERA. 
All Documents Bearing my former name 
still Remain Valid, General Public please 

Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As MISS  AZUIKE  MERCY  ADA, Now 
Wish To Be Known And Addressed As 
NWOBU  MERCY  ADA. All Documents 
Bearing my former name still Remain 
Valid, General Public please Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As MISS  MBA  NKECHIYERE  RUTH 
, Now Wish To Be Known And Addressed 
As MRS  OBINNA  RUTH. All Documents 
Bearing my former name still Remain 
Valid, General Public please Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As IKECHUKWU  JUDITH  NKECHI, 
Now Wish To Be Known And Addressed 
As IKECHUKWU  JUDITH  UCHECHI. 
All Documents Bearing my former name 
still Remain Valid, Banks And the General 

Public Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As CHRISTOPHER PRECIOUS 
CHINONSO, Now Wish To Be Known And 
Addressed As CHRISTOPHER PRECIOUS  
CHUKWUNOLU. All Documents Bearing 
my former name still Remain Valid, General 
Public please Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As MISS ENYENWA PHILOMINA  
KELECHI , Now Wish To Be Known 
And Addressed As MRS NWOKEKE  
PHILOMINA KELECHI . All Documents 
Bearing my former name still Remain 

Valid, General Public please Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As MISS OKORIE VIVIAN CHIBUGO, 
Now Wish To Be Known And Addressed As 
MRS  NWAIWU  VIVIAN  CHIBUGO. 
All Documents Bearing my former name 
still Remain Valid, General Public please 

Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As CHICHI  SANDRA  EZE, Now 
Wish To Be Known And Addressed As 
CHIDIEBERE SANDRA  ACHIKWAM. 
All Documents Bearing my former name 
still Remain Valid, General Public please 

Take Note.

MRS. SORBARI  = I, formerly 
known as MISS. SYLVANUS 
SORBARI SILVER  Now wish to be 
known as MRS. SORBARI SILVER 
NSIRIM  . The general public take 
note

I, Formerly known and addressed 
as MISS  NDIKOM CHINONSO  MARY, 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
MRS ANYAKEE  CHINONSO  MARY, 
All former documents remain valid, 
general public take note.

IVY: I was formerly know, called 
and addressed as MISS. CHIGOZIE 
CHIDIEBUBE IVY,  now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as MRS. KINGSLEY-
CHIGOZIE IVY CHIDIEBUBE. All 
documents bearing my former name remain 
valid general public should take note.

OBIDIAKU: I was formerly known, 
called and addressed as DIKE HENRY 
CHRISTIAN as appeared in my BVN,  now 
wish to be known, called and addressed 
as OBIDIAKU EBERE CHRISTIAN. All 
documents bearing my former name remain 
valid general public should take note.

GOLDEN: I, formerly known 
and addressed as TAMUNOENEKUBU 
TEMPLE OPUOWUBO, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
TAMUNOENEKUBU TEMPLE NEMI  
GOLDEN. All former documents remain 

valid. General public take note

MRS. ASELU: I, formerly known 
and addressed as MISS. AZUBUIKE 
ANNABEL OKIKE, now wish to be 
known and addressed as MRS. ASELU 
ANNABEL. All former documents 
remain valid. General public take note

NNAMANI: I, formerly known and 
addressed as MISS IHUOMA EVELYN 
IFEYINWA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as NNAMANI EVELYN 
IFEYINWA. All former documents 
remain valid. General public take note

BASSEY: I, formerly known as 
ETOK, IDORENYIN BASSEY, now 
wish to be known, called and addressed 
as IDORENYIN ETOK BASSEY. All 
documents bearing my former name 
remain valid. The general public should 

please take note.

AMAJOR: I, formerly known as 
MFONISO CELESTINE AMAJOR, now 
wish to be known, called and addressed 
as MFONISO MONDAY KOFFI. All 
documents bearing my former name 
remain valid. The general public should 

please take note.

MBOSO: I, formerly known and 
addressed as EFFIONG  MBOSO  NATHANIEL, 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
EFFIONG  NATHANIEL  MBOSO. All former 
documents remain valid. STANBIC  IBTC, 
PENSION MANAGERS, ACCESS BANK,  P L 
C, and general public please take note

MRS  JOEL: I, formerly known 
and addressed as MISS  OKERE  
CELESTINA  NKECHINYERE now wish 
to be known and addressed as MRS  
JOEL CELESTINA NKECHINYERE. All 
former documents remain valid. General 

public please take note

MRS. IHEOMA  = I, formerly 
known as MISS. IHEOMA 
JULIANA IKE Now wish to be 
known as MRS. IHEOMA JULIANA 
OBASI . The general public take 
note

MRS UTTAH: I, formerly known 
and addressed as MISS OLUCHI 
GERTRUDE NWAOZUZU, now wish 
to be known and addressed as MRS 
OLUCHI GERTRUDE UGOCHUKWU 
UTTAH. All former documents remain 

valid. General public take note
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By Muideen Olaniyi 

The Federal Executive 
Council yesterday 
approved the 

recommendation by the 
Ministry of Works and Housing 
for the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation Limited 
(NNPC Ltd) and its subsidiaries 
to invest the sum of N1.9trn for 
the reconstruction of 44 selected 
federal roads across the country.

Th e Senior Special Assistant 
to the President on Media and 
Publicity in the Offi  ce of the 
Vice President, Laolu Akande, 
announced this Wednesday 
aft er the FEC meeting presided 
over by Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo.

Akande said the expected 
expenditure was in furtherance of 
the Federal Government’s Road 

Infrastructure Development and 
Refurbishment Investment Tax 
Credit Policy, phase two by the 
NNPC Ltd and its subsidiaries.

He said the council also 
approved concessionaires for 
nine road corridors under the 
pilot phase of the Value Added 
Concession of the highways 
development and management 
initiative following the issuance 
of the requisite full business 
case compliance certifi cates by 
the Infrastructure Concession 
Regulatory Commission for a 
period of 25 years.

Th e road corridors approved 
for the fi rst phase were the 
Benin-Asaba corridor, Abuja-
Lokoja-Onitsha-Owerri-Aba-
Shagamu-to Benin, Abuja-
Keffi-Akwanga-Lafia-Makurdi, 
Kano-Maiduguri, that is the 
Kano Shauri, Enugu-Port 

Harcourt, Lagos-Ota-Abeokuta, 
and Lagos-Badagry-Seme.

Akande said the FEC also 
approved the augmentation of 
contract for the rehabilitation 
of the Oshogbo-Ilesha Road 
in favour of  Messers Orizon 
construction company in the 
sum of N1.2bn, thereby revising 
the subsisting contract sum from 
N3bn to N4bn, representing an 
increase of 33% of the original 
sum.

Th e Minister of Aviation, 
Hadi Sirika, said the FEC 
approved N2,296,897,404 for 
the local assemblage of Magnus 
Centennial Aircraft  and 
Stimulator in Zaria, Kaduna 
State.

He said the local assemblage 
of Magnus training aircraft  
in the country was expected 
within the next 18 months, 

stating that two of such aircraft  
should ready before the end of 
the present administration in 
May this year.

Sirika assured that in not too 
distant future, Nigeria would 
commence manufacturing of 
aircraft s.

According to him, the 
manufacturer of the airplane is 
based in Hungary and has local 
company called Ingenious to be 
done in Zaria.

He said his ministry presented 
two memoranda bordering 
on the local assemblage of 
Magnus aircraft  and review of 
the cost of Instrument Landing 
System (ILS) in three airports 
by additional N546,109,336. 33 
with 7.5 percent VAT.

Th e minister said the FEC also 
approved the memorandum 
that revised the estimated 

total cost and augmentation 
of contract for procurement 
and installation of Instrument 
Landing System (ILS) at Port 
Harcourt International Airport, 
Kano International Airport, and 
Katsina Airport. 

He said the contract, awarded 
earlier, had to be reviewed 
due to fl uctuations in foreign 
exchange.

Th e Minister of Environment, 
Mohammed Abdullahi, 
said the council approved 
N1,354,016,250 for the 
procurement of 31 project 
vehicles for the hydrocarbon 
pollution remediation projects 
in Ogoni land of Rivers State.

He said the vehicles of various 
brands would be deployed for 
the monitoring of power and 
remediation projects in some 
polluted areas.

FEC approves N1.9trn for NNPCL to build 44 roads 
N2.29bn for assemblage of training aircraft, N1.35bn for 31 Ogoni cleanup project vehicles  

EZE: I, formerly known and 
addressed as CHIMEZIE BRIGHT 
IBIAM, now wish to be known and 
addressed as EZE IBIAM CHIMEZIE. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public take note

That during BVN registration my 
name was wrongly captured as COSMAS 
NKEREUWEM MATTHEW instead of 
COSMUS, NKEREUWEM, now wish to 
be known and addressed as COSMUS, 
NKEREUWEM. All former documents 

remain valid. General public take note

MRS. JOY  = I, formerly 
known as MISS. JOY CHIDINMA 
ANTHONY. Now wish to be 
known as MRS. JOY CHIDINMA 
EMMANUEL  . The general public 
take note

TEMUM  NEEKA  ALEXANDER = 
I, MS. PATIENCE FEGHE  ALEXANDER 
wish to state that my daughter; a minu 
was formerly known as MISS. TEMUM 
NEEKA  IDEMYOR  . Now to be known 
as TEMUM  NEEKA  ALEXANDER . The 

general public take note

GUNUGU  NEEKA ALEXANDER = 
I, MS. PATIENCE FEGHE  ALEXANDER 
wish to state that my daughter; a minu 
was formerly known as MISS. GUNUGU  
NEEKA  IDEMYOR  . Now to be known 
as GUNUGU  NEEKA ALEXANDER . 

The general public take note

MRS. CHIGOZIE = I, 
formerly known as MISS. OKWA, 
OBEDIAH GODKNOWS. Now wish 
to be known as MRS. CHIGOZIE, 
INNOCENT GODKNOWS. . The 
general public take note

*OKAFOR*  I, formerly known
as *UMEOKWUIBE  GERALDINE  
CHIKA*. Now wish to be known called 
and addressed as *OKAFOR  CHIKA  
GERALDINE*. All documents bearing 
my former name remain valid. The 

general public should please take note.

 I, formerly known as SALIM 
MUAZU now wish to be known and 
addressed as SALIM ABUBAKAR 
MUAZU. All former documents remain 
valid. General public and authorities 
concerned should please take note.

. I, formerly known as GADO 
IBRAHIM now wish to be known 
and addressed as SARKIN ZAGI. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public and authorities 
concerned should please take note.

. I, formerly known as VICTORIA 
DANIEL now now wish to be known 
and addressed as VICTORIA NOAH 
MAITUMBI. All former documents 
remain valid. General public and 
authorities concerned should please take 

note.

 I, formerly known as SAMIRA 
UMAR now now wish to be known 
and addressed as SAMIRA HASSAN. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public and authorities 
concerned should please take note. 

I, formerly known as ODO 
RACHAEL CHINENYE now wish to 
be known and addressed as EJIOFOR 
CHINENYE. All former documents 
remain valid. G T Bank, general public 
and authorities concerned should please 

take note.

I, formerly known as OKPAGA 
ONANA CHINASA now wish to be 
known and addressed as EMEKA 
CHINASA. All former documents remain 
valid. General public and authorities 
concerned should please take note.

 I, formerly known as BALKISU 
USMAN now now wish to be known 
and addressed as UWANI AJIYA. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public and authorities 
concerned should please take note.

 I, formerly known as ABUBAKAR 
ALIU now wish to be known and 
addressed as ABUBAKAR ALIYU 
with D.O.B 18-01-1976. All former 
documents remain valid. General public 
and authorities concerned should please 

take note.

 I, formerly known as SHAKIRAT 
JIMOH now wish to be known and 
addressed as SHAKIRAT OMIDIJI 
SALEWA with D.O.B 31-10-1963. All 
former documents remain valid. General 
public and authorities concerned should 

please take note.

I formerly known as shukhrah 
shuaibu abubakar now wish to be called 
and addressed as shukhrah abubakar 
shuaib, Married date 28th February 
2021. all former document remain valid. 
authorities concerned and general public 

should please take note.

Classifi eds made easy Page 5PUBLIC NOTICE 

Requirement for 
Change of Name
Women: Marriage 

Certifi cate or Court Affi davit; 
Men: Court Affi davit
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By David Ngobua & Jide 
Olusola

Abia Warriors yesterday 
maintained their 100 
percent record to the 

start of the 2023 Nigeria Premier 
Football League (NPFL) abridged 
season aft er brushing aside newly 
promoted Bayelsa United 3-1 in 
what was a winning return to the 
Umuahia Township Stadium in 
almost 3 years.

Th e Week Two victory also 
propelled the Warriors to the top 
of Group B with the maximum 
six points aft er their emphatic 2-0 
away win over Enugu Rangers last 
Sunday in Awka.

Th e Warriors were quick out of 

the block as Kalu Nweke scored in 
the second minute while second 
half strikes from youngsters Bello 
Lukman (65th minute) and Henry 
Udezuka (87th minute) ensured all 
three points for the Umuahia based 
side.

Still in Group B, inspired Lobi 
Stars of Makurdi earned their fi rst 
win of the season aft er defeating 
troubled Rangers 1-0 at the New Jos 
Stadium.

In a bid to avoid a second 
defeat, Rangers put pressure on 
the defence of Lobi Stars but paid 
for their prolifi cacy when Joseph 
Atule unleashed a thunderous shot 
at the edge of the box for the hosts’ 

winning goal in the 82nd minute.
At the Godswill Akpabio 

stadium in Uyo, Dakkada FC also 
infl icted a second defeat on visiting 
Wikki Tourist as they won 2-1 to 
stay second on the Group B table.

Th e Tourists from Bauchi 
stunned Dakkada in the 2nd minute 
when Ismaila Maiyaki opened the 
scoring but in the 30th minute, 
Kufre Ebong made it 1-1 and with 
half an hour to go, Aniekan Okon 
Ekpe ensured all the points for the 
hosts.

In Aba, Enyimba failed to win 
the maximum points against Akwa 
United who forced them to a 0-0 
draw.

However, by virtue of their 
opening day win at Nasarawa 
United, Enyimba are still on top of 
Group A with four points.

Action continues today as Bendel 
Insurance host Plateau United in 
Benin City while Nasarawa United 
square up with El-Kanemi Warriors 
in Jos.

Gombe United will host Remo 
Stars at the Pantami Stadium just 
as 3SC welcome Kwara United to 
Lekan Salami stadium in Ibadan.

Elsewhere, Niger Tornadoes 
engage Doma United in Kaduna 
while Sunshine Stars welcome 
defending champions Rivers United 
at the Akure Township Stadium.

NSF set to conduct trials for 
World Scrabble Championship

Danladi redeems pledge to 
Akabe FC Doma

Freitas ends 
Quadri’s 
2023 WTT 
Contender 
ambition
From Dotun Omisakin, 
Lagos

Portuguese table tennis star, 
Marcos Freitas, yesterday 
dashed the hopes of Aruna 
Quadri at the 2023 World Table 
Tennis, WTT Contender in 
Doha, Qatar aft er infl icting a 
3-1 (5-11, 11-7, 11-9 and 13-11) 
defeat on the reigning African 
champion in the round of 32 in 
the Men’s singles category. 

It could be recalled that the 
poster boy of Nigerian table 
tennis, Quadri rated 14th in 
the world, exited the WTT 
Contender in Durban, South 
Africa at the quarterfi nal stage 
aft er losing to Ukraine’s Yaroslav 
Zhmudenko 3-0 (11-8, 11-7, 11-
3).

Freitas, listed as the number 
two seed in the Men’s singles 
behind Brazil’s Hugo Calderano- 
winner of the WTT Contender 
Durban, began his contest 
against Quadri with a defeat 
but won the three other sets to 
secure a spot in the round of 16.

Th e Portuguese will battle 
against Chinese’s tennis star 
Zhou Qihao today. 

Th e match between Freitas 
and Quadri, a semifi nalist 
at the Star Contender Doha 
2022 during the ongoing WTT 
Contender in Doha made it the 
third time the duo had played 
each other. 

In their fi rst encounter, 
Freitas won against the Nigerian 
star 4-2 at the Hong Kong Open 
in 2018 while the latter defeated 
the former 4-0 at the Swedish 
Open in 2018 as well.

Abia Warriors edge Bayelsa 
Utd 3-1 to top Group B

From Dotun Omisakin, Lagos

Ahead of the World Scrabble 
Championship billed to hold in 
July in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA, 
the Nigeria Scrabble Federation 
(NSF), has announced plans to 
hold a 3-day trials to select players 
that will represent the country

Th e 3-day trial is slated to be held 
between 26th to 28th of January.

According to federation’s Technical 
Director, John Curtis, top 20 players in the 
NSF ranking along with three top female 
players as well as three wild cards will make 
the list of the players that are to be invited for 
the trials. 

Curtis added the selection of players will 
be concluded on January 22 as he explained 
that for a player to make the cut, he or she 
must have played at least 40 NSF rated games 
between January 1st  to 22nd.

 “Th e trials will last for three days 
and it is ten games per day and each 

player has twenty fi ve minutes 
per game instead of the usual 
twenty minutes.” Th e statement 
reads. 

Curtis said at the end of the 
trials, the best 10 players would 

be selected to represent Team 
Nigeria at the 4th edition of the 

World Championship, in America.
Also, the federation’s president, Engineer 

Toke Aka added that the best would be 
selected based on an in-depth summary, 
analysis, player by player projection, word 
power and dexterity as well as game strength, 
coupled with their experience on the board.

“We are going to the World Championship 
with our top 10 who are the best hands in the 
game. We are not just going to Las Vegas for 
the individual title, we are also heading there 
to defend our team title too.” he said.

By David Ngobua

Th e Chairman of Nigeria 
Premier Football League 
(NPFL) side, Nasarawa 
United, Barrister Isaac 
Danladi, has donated a 
brand new set of jerseys, balls 
and cash to Dr. Akabe Football 
Club of Doma.

While making the donation at the offi  ce 
of Nasarawa United on Tuesday morning, 
Danladi who doubles as the Chairman of 
NPFL Clubs Owners Association said the 
gesture was in fulfi lment of the promise he 
made to the team when they presented him 
with a merit award as “Icon of grassroots 
football development” at the offi  ce of the 
Deputy Governor of Nasarawa State on 
November 15, 2022.

Receiving the items on behalf of the 
Club, Assistant Coach, Abubakar Zuma, 

who was accompanied by the 
Club’s captain, Mohammed Isa, 

appreciated the Chairman 
for making real his promise, 
saying the items would further 
boost the morale of the team, 
going forward.

He noted that the items 
further proved the sincerity, 

honesty, transparency and dedication 
of the Chairman of Nasarawa United in the 
area of football development in the State.

Coach Zuma assured the donor that the 
team would continue to support him and 
his club to excel in every ramifi cation for 
the growth and development of football at 
the grassroots level and in Nasarawa State 
as whole.

Th e Coach called on other well-meaning 
individuals in the state to emulate the 
philanthropic gesture of Danladi in helping 
to discover more hidden talents.

SPORT

…As Lobi Stars infl ict second defeat on Rangers

  Action 
recorded in 
the 2023 NPFL 
Week 2 match 
between Lobi 
Stars and Enugu 
Rangers yester-
day at the New 
Jos Township 
stadium

NEWS
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The kaiya-kaiya of kayan 
lefe: The bane of bachelors 
It is tough to be a bachelor these days 

in Arewa. Th e economic downtown 
aside, the lack of opportunities and 

the rising infl ation have meant that 
everything else has gone up, including 
an essential requirement for marriage—
kayan lefe. 

Th ere has been some signifi cant 
chatter about kayan lefe—which in 
essence is the bridal gift s (we are using 
gift  here very liberally since it is a 
cultural requirement) that the groom 
must present to the bride to secure a 
marriage. 

Th ese gift s are oft en of expensive 
clothes—laces, fabrics, underwear, 
cosmetics and jewellery—stacked in 
an impressive range of a full set of 
suitcases, sometimes twice that, and 
delivered with pomp to the bride’s 
family. It has always been a tradition for 
the bride’s family to display the wares in 
these suitcases and invite friends and 
neighbours to admire the gift s that the 
potential bride had fetched. Of course, 
these displays are oft en ostentatious but 
also serve a social function. 

Since, according to the norms, a 
child is raised by the community, each 
member of that community, especially 
relatives and neighbours, is invited to 
the viewing in acknowledgement of the 
roles they played in raising the girl into 
a woman and to off er prayers for her. 

Inevitably, this also presents cynics 
a chance to criticise the quality or 
quantity of the gift , or to compare it 
with what another bride got. No matter 
the length the groom goes to, there will 
always be that person or persons who 
have made it their business to fi nd fault. 
So oft en, the groom goes out of the 
way to impress not only his bride but 
all of her relatives and friends. Th ere 
is also always that person who would 
want to pilfer a bra, a pantie or a bale 
of cloth if they get the chance. Th e 
practices around this viewing are rather 
fascinating. 

Over the years, these practices have 
changed as much as the concept of 
kayan lefe itself has evolved from the 
modest beginning from which it derived 
its name when a few bale of clothes 
and some trinkets were collected in a 
special basket (lefe) and delivered to the 
bride’s family, to the generation when it 
became the norm to put them in kwalla 
(a cylindrical metal containers) to the 
days of pantimoti and fi nally now, the 
age of the set(s) of suitcases.  

Th e cost of putting these things 
together has gone up so much that it 

has prompted questions about why it is 
necessary for a wedding and critiques 
about how ambitious potential brides 
and their families have become to make 
such exorbitant demands and what 
should be the average cost. 

In a trending video online, a woman 
categorically declared that for an 
average wedding today, the kayan lefe 
should be assembled for between four 
and six million naira. “Ba yabo, ba 
fallasa,” she had said as if talking about 
the price of bread. 

My God was I shocked! Has it come 
to this? It made me think of the many 
bachelors who are in love but are afraid 
to propose marriage because the fear of 
kayan lefe is the beginning of the ‘head 
over heart’ philosophy. 

Th e reality is that marriage, like 
everything else, is becoming expensive 
and the cost of kayan lefe is both a 
refl ection of contemporary reality and 
infl ation. 

While earnings have shrunken for 
a good number of people, they have 
increased for others. Th e one thing that 
has impacted every class of Nigerian is 
the fall in the value of the naira, which 
has aff ected the prices of even tomatoes 
in the market, not to talk of the abayas 
that go into the suitcase. 

But where did this practice come 
from and why are these expensive 
set of gift s necessary in the fi rst place 
especially when one considers that this 
demand is oft en made of young people 
who are trying to start a family? 

For some, the cost is not an issue. But 
not many people can aff ord to spend 
four to six million naira  on lefe alone 
if they have ever had that much money 
in the entirety of their lives. Of course, 
some spend far less but you won’t see 
their kayan lefe showcased on Instagram 
or Tik Tok for sure and that is just fi ne. 
Each according to his means. 

Th e origins of lefe may derive from 
the Islamic tradition that asks, not 
demands or imposes, that the man 
should present a gift  of fi ne things 
according to his means to his bride. It is 
not one of the cardinal requirements of 
marriage from a religious perspective, it 
is a cultural one. 

While thinking about this, there is 
another consideration. In the typical 
northern tradition, while kayan lefe is 
required of the groom, the requirement 
on the bride or her family tends to be a 
lot. Th e groom is expected to provide an 
apartment and the bride and her family 
are expected to provide the furnishing 
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Injured Nadal makes 
early exit, Gauff  
edges Raducanu

Referees to explain 
VAR decisions to 
stadium, TV audiences

Defending champion Rafael 
Nadal hobbled out of the 
second round in a huge upset 

at the Australian Open on Wednesday, 
as Coco Gauff  beat Emma Raducanu in 
a battle of the rising stars.

Nadal’s wife Mery was in tears as the 
injury-hampered Spanish great lost to 
65th-ranked Mackenzie McDonald 
at Rod Laver Arena, where the roof 
was closed because of more rain in 
Melbourne.

Th e 36-year-old Nadal was clearly 
hindered by a hip issue that required a 
medical timeout, as he went down 6-4, 
6-4, 7-5 to the American.

Meanwhile, 18-year-old American 
Gauff , seen as the heir to now-retired 
Serena Williams, defeated former US 
Open champion Raducanu 6-3, 7-6 
(7/4).

Referees will explain VAR decisions 
to stadium crowds and television 
audiences in a 12-month trial 

starting at next month’s FIFA Club 
World Cup in Morocco, soccer’s law-
making body said on Wednesday.

IFAB said in a statement aft er a 
meeting at London’s Wembley Stadium 
that it discussed clarifi cations relating 
to the laws of the game, including the 
guidelines on ‘deliberate play’ in off side 
situations.

English Football Association (FA) 
chief executive Mark Bullingham, who 
chaired the meeting, told reporters 
conversations between the referee and 
the VAR offi  cial would remain private.

Referees would however have a 
microphone to explain the outcome.

  Rafa Nadal

  Szymon Marciniak

down to broom and packer. In addition, 
there is the kayan gara, or food stock to 
last the newlyweds a good few months.  

Some years back, while walking 
down the street with a friend, we met 
Dan Kurma, who had gotten married 
the weekend before. Yet, there he was 
walking with a storm on his face. With 
little prompting, in a fl urry of mumbled 
words and furious hand gestures, he 
expressed his disappointment in the 
quality and cost of what his bride had 
brought into the marriage. Th e furniture 
was cheap, he said. Th e kayan gara was 
deplorable and he had paid a premium 
bride price for an average joe. “Wallahi 
I will not take it,” he raved. 

Shocked as he was, he persuaded him 
to calm down and go build his home to 
his liking. 

Th e conversation around lefe has 
oft en ignored the demands placed 
on the bride. As much as it has oft en 
ignored the fact that when marriages 
unfortunately end in the North, oft en 
with the man proclaiming talaq on 
the wife, she leaves with no support. 
It doesn’t matter if she put in 20 or 30 
years into the marriage raising children, 
doing chores and keeping house while 
the husband made the money. 

A few years ago, then Emir Sanusi 
II raised the conversation for marriage 
reforms in the North to mandate 
husbands to provide fi nancial support 
or some sort of alimony for their 
divorced wives. He was heckled rather 
wildly. 

Th e concept of alimony however is 
not entirely strange to Islam. Th e Qur’an 
for instance says: “Divorced women 
shall also have such maintenance as is 
considered fair: this is a duty for those 
who are mindful of God.” [Al-Baqarah, 
241] 

Th e interpretation of this verse 
according to the various schools of 
jurisprudence varies as to the length 
of this support and to what kind 
of divorcee is entitled to it but the 
generality agrees that a divorcee is 
entitled to some kind of support for 
at least some time, depending on the 
nature and circumstances of the divorce. 

However, the social structures of the 
North have rather loose provisions to 
protect women in divorces. So, while 
we consider the demands for exorbitant 
lefe and condemn it for its exuberance, 
we should also consider it paradoxically 
with what the woman is expected to 
bring to the marriage and what she 
leaves with when it ends.  

I don’t necessarily think it is ideal 
to impose excessive demands on both 
the bride and the groom, especially 
where the means are in short supply. 
Young people starting out together 
should be able to grow together. Marital 
unions should be built on love and 
understanding, not material demands. 

Perhaps, something in the marriage 
culture needs to change because a 
society that makes it impossible for 
young people to cohabit the right way 
opens the door for its own perversion. 
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