
VOL. 1 NO. 96 MONDAY, JULY 2, 2001 RABIUL-AKHIR 11, 1422 A.H. N50

50,000 displaced in Nasarawa
N   .................................................

President Olusegun Obasanjo (r) and his Vice, Atiku Abubakar (!) putting heads together at the Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) meeting in Abuja... recently. Fix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

'o  fewer than 50,000 
persons have been 
displaced from their 

homes in Nasarawa State fol­
lowing communal clashes 
between Hausa and Tiv com­
munities in the state, the Ni­
gerian Red Cross Society 
and International Committee 
o f  the Red Cross have an­
nounced.

They said in a statement 
at the weekend in Lagos that 
o f the figure, 9,000 persons 
are now located in three 
camps at Daudu. Ukpam and 
Lafia while others had found 
refuge with friends and rela­
tives.

They said that they car­
ried out an assessment of the 
situation in the affected ar-

By Ahmed Shekarau, with 
Agency Reports 

eas to determine the imme- 
diate needs o f the most “vul­
nerable o f the displaced per­
sons.”

The state branches of the 
Nigerian Red Cross Society 
in Nasarawa and Benue have 
taken prompt care o f the in­

jured by evacuating them to 
treatment centres and giving 
them water, food and dress­
ing materials, they said.

The statement stated that 
materials like blankets, mats, 
buckets and soap would be 
made available to those in 
the camps.

contd. on pg 2

FG urged to conduct census
• New population policy underway

T f

t

2002 W O R L D  C U P

here has been an ur­
gent call for Nigeria 
to conduct the next 

census without further delay.
The last census which put 

Nigeria’s population at 88.9 
m illion was conducted in 
1991, while according to the 
UN, nations should conduct 
such exercise every 10 years 
to give a consistent update of

Nigeria thrashes Sudan 4-0
ByI!sma’ila1L!reand 1  Sudan- Ship could not convert the n r | (

_______   Patrick Andrew F a a lp c  _____ _i____________     *

socio -econom ic  data for 
planning and development.

The present population is 
about 110 million.

Rising from a two-day 
n atio n a l w orkshop  on 
sectoral strategies in Abuja, 
participants noted that since 
census is crucial to national 
developm ent, its conduct 
was more imperative now 
and given the conducive po 
litical environment. “They 
said that although there had 
been noticeable economic 
growth measured by inment

contd. on pg 2

The Super Eagles yes­
te rday  b righ tened  
th e ir chances o f  

qualifying for next year's  
World Cup finals in Japan 
and South Korea.

The Eagles crushed a 
hard-fighting Sudanese side 
by four unreplied goals with 
M accabi H aifa strik er 
Yakubu Aiyegbeni notching 
a couple.

Austin Jay Jay Okocha 
raised the curtain in the 40th 
minute after Joseph Yobo 
brilliantly laid a pass to the

PSG midfielder, who blasted 
home from 20 yards.

Before this goal, Nigeria 
had created several chances 
w ith  V ic to r A gali and 
Aiyegbeni missing begging 
opportunities. Outstanding 
Julius Aghahowa was also 
denied by the woodwork in 
the 35th minutes.

Im m ediately  after re ­
sumption for the second half, 
Aiyegbeni collected a pass 
from Ifeanyi Udenze and 
dusted two defenders in a 
solo run before tucking the 
ball beh ind  the help less 
Ahmed el-Nour in goal for

Sudan.
T hereafter, the Eagles 

completely took over pro­
ceedings with the trio o f  
O kocha, A iyegben i and 
Finidi George making rings 
round the Sudanese defence. 
Bu

ship could not convert the 
many chances that were cre­
ated.

The Sudanese led by Jo­
seph James, M ustapha el- 
Khaled, Mohammed Basta-
wi and Richard Johnson re 

contd. on pg 2it Agali’s poor marksman- contd. on p>

Lecturers sack stalls 
FG, ASUU pact

j

Israel raids Syrian positions
Israeli warplanes struck a Syrian anti-aircraft position in 

eastern Lebanon yesterday, two days after Hizbollah 
guerrillas wounded at least one Israeli soldier in a rocket 

attack in a disputed border area.
One Lebanese and two Syrian soldiers were reported 

wounded in yesterday’s air raid, Lebanese military officials 
said the Syrian backed Hisbollah swiftly responded by firing 
at Israeli positions in the disputed Shebaa Farms, witnesses 
said, while Israeli artillery in turn shelled the Lebanese bor­
der town of Kfar Shouba, wounding at least one person, hun­
dreds o f other people fled their homes.

The shelling, which also hit the nearby town of Shebaa,
contd. on pg 2

I he Federal Govern­
m ent N eg o tia tio n  
Team’s failure to or­

der the reinstatement o f 75 
lecturers sacked by their 
various universities for join­
ing the strike embarked upon 
by the Academic Staff Union 
o f  U n iv e rsitie s  (A SU U ) 
stalled the formal signing of 
the agreement between gov­
ernment and ASUU last Fri­
day.

ASUU executives, who 
met w ith the governm ent 
team, led by Professor Ayo 
Banjo, had insisted that gov­
ernm ent should order the 
University o f Ilorin and Uni­
versity o f  Nigeria, Nsukka 
that sacked their lecturers to 
have them reinstated. The

Bv Patrick Andrew

lecturers lost their jobs be­
cause they refused to call off 
the strike and resume work 
as ordered by the university 
authorities.

Instead o f issuing clear- 
cut directives, Daily Trust 
learnt that Professor Banjo 
simply wrote “I am directed 
to write to you to review the 
cases o f  those  lec tu re rs  
whose services were termi­
nated  during  the ASUU 
strike,” a statement said to be 
vague and bereft o f the fact 
necessary to compel compli­
ance.

ASUU, which met with 
the Senate President Anyim

contd. on pg 2

REJOINDER
RE:CAVEAT EMPTQR ON PROPERTY 

COVERED BY CERTIFICATE OF OCCU­
PANCY NO. LKN/RES/95/2422 SITUATE

ALONG DAN BAKATSINE ROAD

Mi
NASSARAWA GRA. KANO.

y attention has been drawn to a recent publication dated 
21/6/2001 in the New Nigerian Newspaper in respect o f 
.the above subject matter. This publication so far is the 

fourth (4lh) since the beginning o f this matter which is now pend­
ing before Honourable Court No. 2 Suit No. K/430/2000 Holden 
at Kano. It was my humble opinion to ignore them (in the light o f 
the English proverb relating to silence and fools) the first and 
even the subsequent publications made by the Untactful, and “il­
literate” defence lawyer Bala N a’Allah and his client Lt. Colonel 
Dan Asabe (DISMISSED) especially as the matter was subjudice.

But it appears out o f their arrogance and serious disregard for 
Court procedures they opted for these publications. My opinion 
was that if  the so called “illiterate” lawyer was good enough he 
should have retrieve back his client’s property through a legiti­
mate way i.e. (the court), unless perhaps if  he is not confident o f 
him self or the court itself. Good lawyers are known for “fight” in 
court rooms not in pages o f newspapers. Cheap blackmail will 
NEVER EVER intimidate or scare I, Barrister Ibrahim Ahmed 
Badamasi Babangida Babale. For the avoidance o f  any doubt; buy­
ing, selling and developing properties is my BUSINESS and I 
reserve the right to either buy from and or sell to anybody I feel 
like. And if  I have sold the property in question to anybody while 
this case is pending before the Honourable Court, I feel if  Bala 
N a’Allah (the illiterate lawyer) is good enough, all he needs to do 
is to call the attention o f  the Honourable Court and then commit 
me for contempt o f court but not publish it in the pages o f news­
papers.

My candid and honest advise for Bala N a’Allah the “illiter­
ate” lawyer is to please DUST his books and meet me in the court 
room. Cheap blackmail is not likely to help him.
SIGNED
IBRAHIM AHMED BABALE 
IBRAHIM BABALE & CO.
(SOLICITORS & ADVOCATES)
99, ZOO ROAD, KANO.

HBAP-PEFLCIE
General Shchu M usa Y ar'A dua House. 

7/9 Bank Road. PMB 2180. Kaduna. 
Tel: 062-245140-9 
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complement to the crucial 
role o f  the authorities to pro­
vide them w ith security , 
food, health and medical as­
sistance,” the statement said.

It called for support from 
individuals, organisations

~

50,000 displaced contd. from  pg. 1
‘T his opera tion  is in and corporate bodies to as- side six others three weeks

sist the needy.
The recurring communal 

clashes followed the assassi­
nation o f the Special Adviser 
to the Nasarawa State Gov­
ernor on Special D uties, 
Alhaji Musa Ibrahim along-

ended after about an hour, 
but Israeli'warplanes contin­
ued to circle low over the 
area and over other towns in 
south Lebanon, and broke 
the sound barrier as far north 
as Beirut.

Witnesses and Hizbollah 
said its fighters had hit an Is­
raeli radar installation in 
Shebaa Farms, setting it on 
fire.

Earlier, other witnesses 
said Israeli aircraft had tar­
geted a Syrian radar site and 
an ti-a irc ra ft guns near 
Serain, south o f the ancient 
Roman town of Baalbek in 
the strategic Bekaa Valley, 
where Syria has a large con­
centration of the more than

sions stood against them and 
a possible goal.

Midway into the second 
half, Arsenal lanky forw ard 
Nv^r.kvvo Kami, camc in to 
replace in-effective Agali. 
His presence added bite to 
the Eagles attack, as he was 
instrumental to Eagles third 
goal in the 80th m inute 
th rough  b rillian t Ju liu s 
Aghabowa.

Not done yet, the Eagles 
added the fou rth  goal 
through Aiyegbeni barely 
two minutes away from ter­
m ination o f  proceedings.

Israel contd. from  pg. 1
20,000 troops it deploys in 
Lebanon.

A Reuters correspondent 
said two radar antennae had 
been destroyed and the hills 
on w hich they sat w ere 
scorched black, sending ac­
rid plumes of smoke into the 
sky. Blackened pieces o f a 
truck and electrical equip­
ment were scattered about.

“ I heard three exp lo ­
sions, then I saw a ball o f fire 
and black sm oke,” said a 
woman living near the site, 
pointing at w indows shat­
tered by the explosions.

Syrian  and Lebanese 
troops were seen digging 
into bunkers near the anti­
aircraft guns, which were

ago.
Late Musa Ibrahim , a 

Kambari man, who until his 
death doubles as the Chief o f 
Azara, in Awe Local Gov­
ernment Area in the South­
ern Senatorial District o f the

undamaged.
It was the most serious 

Israeli strike on Syrian force: 
in L ebanon since A pril, 
when Israel killed at least 
three Syrian soldiers in a 
strike on another radar posi­
tion after a Hizbollah attack 
in Shebaa that killed one Is­
raeli soldier.

“The Bekaa is a broad 
and fertile  valley  w hich, 
from a Syrian viewpoint, is 
a natural invasion route to 
Damascus.

In Jerusalem, Israel con­
firmed the attack and de­
scribed it as part o f its policy 
o f making Syria pay for the 
actions o f  the H izbollah  
fighters it backs.

Eagles contd. from  pg. I
And they were at the verge 
o f adding a fifth goal, after 
Kanu made a mince-meat o f 
the Sudanese defence and 
was brought down on the 
process by el-Nour, but the 
centre referee turned a blind 
eye.

M eanw hile, N ig eria ’s 
hope for qualification was 
further boosted with the de­
feat o f  the Lone Stars o f  
Liberia in Monrovia by the 
Black Stars o f Ghana.

T he G hanaians o v e r­
whelmed their hosts by 2-1 
to  pave the w ay for the

Eagles to top group B with 
13 points, one point ahead of 
Liberia; chances of
qualifying seem unlikely.

The signs look ominous 
for the home side early on 
when after a period o f  pres­
sure S turm  G raz s trik e r 
Charles Amoah opened the 
scoring for Ghana after 23 rd 
minute.

Kelvin Sebwe dragged 
back the deficit a minute be­
fore the break and before 
Isaac Boakye shattered the 
hopes o f the 36,000-strong 
home crowd with his 60th 
minute strike.

state, was allegedly slain by 
Tiv assassins at about 8:30 
a.m. on June 12,2001, while 
on his way to Lafia, the state 
capital for official duties.

Though the assassins and 
reasons for the act still re­
main uncertain, Daily Trust 
learnt that the late C h ie fs  
assassination followed over 
one year o f shrewd schem­
ing by the murderers.

D aily Trust also learnt 
that the impending clashes 
resulting from the murder 
incident have been generated 
by the decapitation of the late 
param ount ruler which is 
said to have irked the C hiefs 
subjects.

M eanw hile , the
Nasarawa State Governor, 
Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu has 
held series o f meetings with 
his Benue State counterpart, 
Mr. George Akume and the 
respective executive and se­
curity councils o f  the two 
states, trying to find lasting 
solution to the crises.

At an early meeting held 
at Kadarko, a town along the 
b o rd e r betw een  the tw o 
states, the two governors re­
solved to embark on a joint 
visitation and patrols o f the 
affected areas.

A bout-two weektr after 
consulta tive m eeting 

however, neither the gover­
nors nor a delegation from 
any o f  executive and secu­
rity councils o f the two states 
visited the areas, even as the 
clashes deepened within the 
last two weeks.

Moreso, the police have 
not been detailed to rove 
around the affected areas. 
The Public Relations Officer 
of the Nasarawa State Com­
m and, Mr. Sunday Audu 
Peter told journalists in Lafia 
that the situation is too dicey 
for police to handle.

FG contd. fro m  pg. I

grow th m easured  by in r 
creases in Gross National 
Product (GNP), the growth 
had not translated into socio­
economic development.

“The various
p rogram m es on poverty  
eradication should be imple­
m ented and susta ined  to 
bring about improved qual­
ity o f life to Nigerians,” they 
said.

They no ted  tha t the 
implementation o f some of 
the targets set in the National 
p o licy  on p o pu la tion  
programme, formulated 13 
years ago, had not been ef­
fective because they were 
over-ambitious.

The lack o f effective co­
operation and collaboration 
am ong stakeholders have 
apparently resulted in waste 
o f  resources and duplication 
o f efforts, they said.

Consequently, govern­
ment should hasten the cur­
rent review o f the policy and 
come up with a realistic and 
effective institutional ar­

rangement for the implemen­
ta tio n  o f  the popu la tion  
policy and programmes, they 
said.

The participants said that 
there should be strong and 
determined efforts to change 
the status o f women in Ni­
geria. while the issue o f early 
marriage which has been in­
fringing on women’s repro­
ductive health and reproduc­
tive rights, should be ad­
dressed more vigorously.

Application o f  popula­
tion programmes should also 
be designed  and im p le­
mented to meet the peculiar 
needs o f the various commu­
nities in the country, they 
said.

M eanwhile, as Nigeria 
awaits a newly ‘re-invigo­
ra ted ’ national policy on 
population, the body review­
ing the 13-year old docu­
ment is to go round the coun­
try to obtain final inputs from 
stakeholders.

ASUU contd. from  pg. 1
Pius Anyim last Tuesday de- publicly announcing the re­
clined to sign the agreement 
insisting that unless their col­
leagues were reinstated the 
industrial action would not 
be suspended.

At the Tuesday meeting, 
Senate President Anyim had 
sym pathised w ith ASUU 
practically on all demands.

A nyim , D aily  Trust 
learnt, lamented the paltry 
rem uneration o f  lecturers 
and consequently prevailed 
on the government to review 
upward the 22 per cent sal­
ary increment to 30 per cent.

The Senate P residen t 
convinced ASUU of the sin­
ce rity  o f  governm en t to 
oblige to their demands by

solve of the Appropriation 
Committee to?.pprove with­
out deduction the N5 billion 
requested by governm ent 
specifically for ASUU.

Armed with these and the 
appeals of the public, ASUU 
had met with the government 
team bent on sealing the deal 
but the case of the sacked 75 
lecturers became the cog in 
the wheel.

However, both parties 
m et y este rd ay  in A buja 
where a positive decision 
was expected to have been 
taken for a possible resolu­
tio n  o f  the p rob lem  and 
eventual suspension o f the 
three-month old strike.

The Debate Continues
Daily Trust will on Thursday, July 5, 2001, publish the first of the three 
debates which is 2003: Should IBB stand?
The other two topics:

2. STRIKES: Who is to blame, Government or Labour?
3. NAIRA OR LIRA: Should our national currency be allowed 

to find its level?
will be published on a later date. Your contributions to these national debates 
are still being awaited. Write today and let others know your point of view.

Only in your Daily Trust.
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Kaduna state to recruit more lawyers
K aduna S tate is to 

recruit more lawyers 
as part of its efforts 

to ensure  the quick  
dispensation o f  justice and 
p ro tec t the d ign ity  and 
freedom o f man in the state.

The Acting Governor of 
the state, Mr. Stephen Shekari 
made the disclosure at the 
w eekend w hile declaring  
open a two-day conference of 
the national executive o f  
N igerian Bar A ssociation 
(NBA) in Zaria.

He a lso  said  th a t the 
sta te’s M inistry o f  Justice 
had completed arrangements 
for the establishm ent o f  a 
special unit to cater for the 
legal needs of the weak and 
the poor in the society.

Shekari commended the 
NBA ex ecu tives for 
em bark ing  on a house 
cleaning aimed at fishing out 
bad eggs in the association. 
He, how ever, charged 
members o f NBA to support 
the ongoing fight against 
corrupt-practices in public 
and private organizations in

the world.
Speaking  ea rlie r, the 

National President o f NBA, 
Mr. C'.J. Okocha commended 
the Kaduna state government 
fo r res to rin g  peace and 
tranquility to the state. He 
urged individuals and groups 
irrespective of their religious 
or geographical backgrounds

to maintain the tempo Of the 
current peaceful coexistence 
in the state, saying that the 
protection o f  the country’s 
dem ocracy  should  be a 
co llec tiv e  e ffo rt o f  all 
Nigerians.

O kocha, how ever, 
rem inded the governm ent 
that the only way the people

could feel the dividends o f 
democracy was through the 
provision o f water, electricity, 
good roads, security  and 
other essential services.

The Zaria chairman o f 
NBA, Alhaji Idris Ibrahim had 
earlier stated that the Zaria 
branch of the association had 
since its inception remained 
alive to the responsibilities in 
protecting people’s rights.

CBN approves two licences for 
Islamic banking -  Usman

T\ he Deputy Governor 
o f  Central Bank o f 
Nigeria (CBN), Dr. 

S ham suddeen  U sm an 
announced in Abuja at the 
w eekend that the Federal 
Government had approved 
tw o licences fo r the 
estab lishm ent o f  Islam ic 
banking in the country.

Usman who spoke on the 
“legal and regulatory issues 
o f  Islam ic bank ing  in 
Nigeria,” at the international 
seminar on Islamic financial 
system, said that although 
the licences were issued in 
1992, “none has been able to

start operations. 
He argued that

Mr. Joseph Sanusi

T he B enue S tate 
governm en t has 
designa ted  the 

refugee camp for displaced 
Tiv people which is situated 
at Torkula, in Guma Local 
Government Area, as a transit 
point from where the refugees 
were being evacuated daily.

The C hairm an o f  the 
Refugee ReliefTask-Force set 
up by the Benue government, 
Mr. B artho lom ew  O che, 
disclosed this to the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in 
Maurdi last Friday.

O che w ho is also the 
Secretary to the Benue State 
governm ent, said  tha t 
Torkula town was chosen 
because o f its nearness to the 
flash points. According to 
him, more than 58,000 Tiv 
people displaced from the 
neighb o u rin g  N asaraw a

Communal clashes: BNSG  
establishes refugee transit point

State , had so far been 
reg is te red  in tw o o ther 
refugee camps at Daudu and 
Uikpam camps.

The cam ps are in St. 
F rancis P rim ary  School,

Gov A kum e

D audu and the Local 
E ducation  A uthority  
Primary School, Uikpam, 
about 20 kilom etres from 
Makurdi. Already, pupils of 
the two prim ary schools 
have been sent on 
compulsory holiday to make 
way for the refugees. NAN 
correspondent who visited 
the refugees at Daudu and 
Uikpam on Friday reports 
tha t the cam ps w ere in 
deplorable conditions.

The leader of the medical 
team in Uikpam camp, Dr. 
Alex Aida, said that top on 
the lis t o f  the re fu g ees’ 
com plaints were malaria, 
diarrhoea, skin infection and 
some cases of malnutrition.

introduction o f the Islamic 
monetary policy could affect 
the existing structures and 
activ ities o f  conventional 
commercial banks, “the most 
im portan t be ing  the 
prohibition o f the payment 
and receipt a fixed rate o f 
interest, which is replaced by 
p ro fit and loss sharing  
arrangements."

He noted that effective 
supervision o f banks was as 
necessary and desirable in 
Islamic banking as it was in 
co n ven tiona l bank ing  in 
many ways, including the 
requirem ent that banking 
operations should be carried 
out according to laid down 
procedures.

He listed the inadequate 
supply o f trained manpower, 
absence o f  Islam ic 
accoun ting  and aud iting  
stan d ard s, the lack o f  
analysis on profit and loss 
schemes, and the difficulties 
in cash management, as some 
of the challenges facing the 
estab lish m en t o f  Islam ic 
banking in the country.

The CBN boss further 
con tended  tha t Islam ic 
banking in a mixed economy 
like Nigeria faced the problem 
of forfeiting interests on its 
deposits in the apex bank, 
w hile  the com m ercial 
institutions would receive 
such interests. He said that 
some of the inhibitions had 
been rem oved by o ther 
countries that in troduced 
Islamic banking through the 
in tro d u c tio n  o f  new  
accoun ting  s tandards, 
creation of a unit in the CBN 
to cater for the specific needs 
o f  the Islam ic financia l 
institutions.

N29m bank fraud: 
Manager arrested

T he police in Adamawa 
State have arrested a 
branch manager and 

an accoun tan t (nam es 
w ith h e ld ) o f  one o f  the 
leading banks in the country 
in connection with a N29 
million fraud.

The D eputy
Commissioner of Police in the 
state, Mr. Samuel Adewuyi, 
who confirmed this to Daily 
Trust in Yola, said that a crak 
team o f police detectives are 
co n duc ting  a thorough  
investigation over the case.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the tw o bankers w ere 
arrested when an officer o f 
the affected bank alerted the 
police on the alleged fraud. 
The officer, D a ily  Trust 
learnt, raised the alarm when 
he discovered that the N29 
million was missing in the 
overall accoun ts o f  the 
bank’s branches in his area 
ofjurisdiction.

He reported the people he 
was suspecting to the state 
po lice  com m and, g iv ing  
detailed information on his 
allegations.

When they were arrested, 
the two bankers to ld  the 
police that they gave the 
money as loans facilities to 
some influential customers of 
the bank.

From Abdullahi  Tasiu 
Abubakar, in Yota

However, when the sai 
influential customers wer 
contacted, they denied eve 
receiving such loans from th 
bank. D aily  Trust furthe 
learnt that so far, the polic 
have been unable to trace th 
money.

But the deput

Gov Boni Haruna 

commissioner of police saic 
that the police would no 
relent on their efforts unti 
they  unravel the w hok  
m ystery  su rround ing  the 
alleged fraud. When Daily 
Trust correspondent visitec 
the bank where the alleged 
fraud allegedly occurred, the 
staff remained tight-lipped 
over the matter.

Nigerian army halts discharge 
of soldiers from service

T he Nigerian army has w ould be in ten sified  to 
placed a tem porary ensure that benefits were paid 
halt on the dischafge promptly to soldiers on the

the Nigerian army has 
placed a tem porary 
halt on the dischafge 

o f  soldiers from the service, 
the Chief of Army Staff, Maj.- 
Gen. Augustine Ogomudia, 
has announced.

Ogomudia told newsmen 
in Abuja that the temporary 
bank was to enable  the 
director o f military pensions 
sort out the problems related 
to the discharge benefits and 
pensions o f  d ischarged  
soldiers. He explained that 
during the period, efforts

com pletion  o f  their 
resettlement courses, and on 
voluntary retirement.

The service chief said the 
arm y had co n stitu ted  an 
AIDS control committee in all 
its formations nationwide, to 
join the national efforts to 
e rad ica te  the pandem ic. 
According to him, funds have 
been approved to enhance 
the arm y’s anti HIV/AIDS
campaigns.

Sokoto, Kebbi governors 
assure Shagari of cooperation
T he new M inister o f 

W ater R esources, 
A lhaji M ukhtari 

Shagari, has been assured of 
full cooperation  by the 
governors o f  Sokoto and 
Kebbi States, Alhaji Attahiru 
Bafarawa and Alhaji Adamu 
Aliero respectively.

The assurance came when 
the tw o governors cam e 
together as the first official 
visitors ter congratulate the 
new minister and to pledge 
their full support to him in his 
new national assignment.

Casting aside political 
differences, the governors 
eu logised  the hum ility, 
honesty  and industry  o f  
Alhaji Mukhtari.

They said the minister has

been the ir dependable 
associate on various fronts 
over the years and emphasised 
that what is uppermost in their 
minds is that they should all 
work together for the 
betterment o f their people.

Responding, the minister 
thanked the governors for 
their support and stressed the 
need to play constructive 
politics devoid of bitterness . 
He stated that “people are 
bound to belong to different 
political parties but since all 
political parties are centred 
around the improvement of the 
welfare o f the people, this 
com m on goal should 
submerge other diffeences 
which may deter progress and 
including the welfare of the 
people they are meant to serve. Major Hamza Al-M ustapha embracing his counsel, Ishaya Adebowale fo r  a job  well-done at the Oputa Panel recently.

^ — — — —— a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ mm_ _ £ ^FcHx^OlllgbllldC
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Obasanjo s election
not a mistake - Ciroma

T i

;
F inance M inister, 

M alam  Adam u 
Cirom a, during the 

weekend declared that there 
was no mistake, whatsoever 
by the north,* for electing a 
southerner, Chief Olusegun 
O basanjo. as the nation’s 
president.

Malam Adamu Ciroma 
who also canvassed for a 
second term for President 
O basan jo , said  the 1999 
presidential election which 
saw the emergence of Chief 
O basan jo  w as never a 
m istake but a d e libera te  
action taken to foster unity 
and sustenance o f Nigeria as 
a united nation.

Speaking at the flagging- 
off o f the North-East zone 
ra lly  o f  the P eoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) at 
Damaturu, Yobe State capital, 
the Finance Minister argued 
tha t the em ergence o f 
Obasanjo was a result o f the 
ro ta tio n a l arrangem ent 
endorsed  by the PDP, in 
fulfilm ent o f the decision 
reached  at the  1994/95 
constitutional conference.

According to him , the 
North has held power for a 
long time, from the reign of 
A lhaji Shehu Shagari to 
G eneral A bdusalam i

I From Suleiman
i n Da nn,

Moham med
mnt

Abubakar, a situation, which 
he said, made it mandatory for 
the North to allow the South 
to also produce a president.

“Therefore, we felt it’s 
mandatory on us (the North) 
to honour such arrangement 
for the unity o f this country, 
for justice and fairness,” he 
dec la red , s tre ss in g  that 
President Obasanjo should 
be allowed a second term, 
after w hich pow er would President Obasanjo

I he Federal Ministry 
o f Water Resources 
has not m et the 

expectations o f President 
Obasanjo and Nigerians in 
the provision o f  potable 
water and sanitation, the 
M inister o f State for Water 
Resources, Chief Precious 
Ngelale, has said.

In his address at the 
second  m eetin g  w ith  
chairm en o f boards and 
heads o f paratatals under 
his m in is try  at the 
S hera ton  H otels and 
Towers, Abuja recently the 
minister said the ministry 
could not “translate  the 
huge in v estm en ts  in

We have not done well
-  Minister o f  state

financial terms in the sector 
into concrete results measured 
in te r m s ' o f  p e rcen tag e  
coverage in water supply and 
sanitation."

Making reference to what 
is b e liev ed  to  be recen t 
m inisterial change that also 
a ffec ted  his m in istry , and 
meetings held with President 
Obasanjo, Chief Ngelale noted 
that the events by sheer nature 
have tended to put the ministry 
in bad light and “we see these 
events as major challenges of 
our time and a clarion call to

action.
The m inistry, he said, 

received a total appropriation 
o f N2.5 billion in the 2001 
supplementary budget which 
the budget o ffice  o f  the 
federation shared at variance 
with the p rio rities o f  the 
ministry. Therefore, in their 
subsequent meeting with the 
Senate, Chief Ngelale said, 
priorities had to be redrawn 
to fu lly  su p p o rt and 
implement rural water supply 
programmes.

NGO recovers 1,543 stolen vehicles
About 1,543 stolen 

vehicles have been 
recovered through 

the collaborative effort o f the 
N igerian  Insurers
A ssoc ia tion  (N IA ), the 
Nigeria Police Force (NPF) 
and Rotary International in 
the last 12 months. The NIA/ 
N PF/R otary International 
initiative, which has resulted 
in the non-governm ental 
body know n as Vehicle 
R ecovery  O rgan isa tion  
(V R O ) has also  m ade it 
possible for some insurance 
com pan ies to re trieve  
recovered vehicles insured 
w ith  them  under m otor

Northerners have offended God
-Islamic scholar

A K aduna-based  
Islam ic preacher, 
Sheikh Tureta, at 

the w eekend said  
northerners had offended 
G od by conced ing  the 
country’s presidency to the 
south.

Tureta made the remarks, 
while delivering a lecture on 
“P o litics , p o litic ians and 
Islam,” in Matazu, Katsina 
State, during the launching of 
a book: “ Yabon G w ani,” 
w ritten  by A lhaji Law al 
Mamman.

He said politicians in the

Gov Makarfi

north  had com m itted  a 
serious mistake by giving the 
p residen tia l ticket to the 
southerners. "We should, 
therefore, have a rethink, 
repen t, and ask for 
fo rg iveness from  the 
Almighty Allah,” he said.

Also speaking, the Senate 
Leader, Alhaji Mohammed 
L im an, urged  both the 
electorate and elected officials 
in the country to “fear God 
and always remember the day 
ofjudgement.

In his address, a former 
Environment Minister, Alhaji

Sani Zango Daura, 
said  all w orld ly  
materials woud be left 
b eh ind , w hile 
everybody shall be 

■ I  made to account for 
p his deeds on earth 

i iH H  before God.
T he sta te

G overnor, A lhaji 
Musa Yar’Adua, and 
the sta te  PDP 
C hairm an , A lhaji 
K ab ir D audaw a, 
pledged to continue 
to  execu te  m ore 
d e v e l o p m e n t  
projects, in line with 
the manifesto o f the 
party.

vehicle insurance policy.
Speaking on the activities 

o f the VRO on Thursday in 
Lagos, the E xecu tive  
Secretary o f NIA, Rev. Funmi 
Adeyemi, said that over 7,600 
recovered  veh ic les  w ere 
being processed by the NIA 
for release to their owners or 
insurers, while efforts were 
on to recover another 17,000 
vehicles.

Adeyemi, who told the 
NIA governing council at the 
association’s annual general 
meeting, disclosed that the 
Nigeria police authorities had 
given the VRO access to all 
the 100 police stations and 
other form ations in Lagos 
State. He remarked that this 
was to enable the VRO record 
the registration, chasis and 
engine numbers of vehicles in 
its custody with the identities 
o f  the ow ners o f  the 
recovered vehicles.

On the upsurge in motor 
theft in the country, the 
insurer said the rate o f theft 
had risen from 19 insured 
vehicles per month in 1998

between him and a delegation 
of NIA at Abuja on March 20, 
this year.

“We also drew the attention 
o f the IGP to the delay being 
experienced at police stations 
in the release o f  recovered 
stolen vehicles,” he said.

The NIA execu tive  
secretary said the police boss

had assured the association 
that the force would evolve a 
fool-proof procedure for the 
release o f recovered vehicles 
in the near future.

Adeyemi, however, urged 
all insurance companies to 
impress it upon their motor 
insurance policy holders to 
install security devices in 
order to facilitate the recovery 
o f such vehicles in the event 
o f theft.

Mr. Smith, Police IG 
to 44 insured vehicles per 
month last year. Adeyemi, 
recalled that the attention 
o f the Inspector-General o f 
Police (IG P) had been 
draw n to the unhealthy  
development at a meeting

Religion improper in politics -  El-Mahdi
T he former Prime Minister | From Samson Ojo, in Lagos 

o f the R epub lic  o f  
SSudan, Mr. Saddiq El- 

M ahdi has described  the 
involvem ent o f  re lig ion  in 
politics and public life as a cog 
in the w heel o f  national 
d evelopm ent and national 
integration.

The tw o-tim e Sudanese 
prime minister, philosopher and 
statesman, disclosed this while 
speaking as a guest lecturer on 
the topic: “Religion and national 
in teg ration ,” at the lecture 
theatre of the Nigerian Institute

Im porters smuggle goods 
through bush paths at Seme
l

m porters have taken 
advantage o f  the strict 
enforcement o f laws at 

the ports and the attendant 
congestion at the nation’s 
ports to bring in goods into 
the coun try  th rough  the 
Seme border near Badagry in 
Lagos State.

An investigation by the 
N ews A gency o f  N igeria 
(N A N ) revealed  that
importers now prefer to pay 
security officials and bring in 
their cargoes through the 
bush paths in Seme. A senior 
s ta f f  in one o f  the law  
enforcement agencies at the 
border, w ho p referred  
anonym ity told NAN that 
“attention has shifted to the 
bush paths near the Customs 
baggage, due to the inability 
o f the importers to pay the 
high duties.”

A member o f the Seme 
chapter of the Association of 
Nigerian Licensed Customs 
Agents (ANLCA) told NAN 
that “the importers now make 
use o f the bush paths to beat 
the high duties demanded by 
the Customs operatives at 
the baggage,” adding, “a

truck load of goods which 
attracts N4 million duty at 
the baggage only costs 
N 700,000  through the 
bush.”

The c lea rin g  agent 
disclosed that he had earlier 
been con trac ted  by the

importers to clear a total of 25 
trucks but was surprised to hear 
that 22 out o f the number (25) 
were cleared through the bush 
p aths, thereby  robbing  the 
F edera l G overnm ent o f  a 
sizeab le  percen tag e  o f  its 
revenue.

of International Affair (NIIA) 
Lagos.

El-Mahdi, a widely traveled 
Islam ic scholar, radical 
statesman and a great political 
leader, lamented that religion, 
w hich he described as 
personal matter, had been 
elevated to the level o f 
statecraft, w orrying that 
religion was being grossly 
abused. He pointed out that 
one way of religion abuse was 
to deny citizens o f  their 
fundamental human rights.

The former prime minister 
stated that democracy allowed 
freedom of speech and other 
human rights which are lacking 
under dictatorial regimes. He 
further posited that the goal of 
Islam is the pursuit of truth and 
total submission to the will of 
God, adding that any law 
negating “the law of nature is 
also negating the will of God. 
as man’s free will is willed by 
God,” El-Mahdi pointed out.

Kano Line requires N20m to reactivate vehicles
w hen  he to o k  o v e r the 
company in April last year, 
it was discovered that theThe K ano State 

T r a n s p o r t  
C om pany, Kano  

Line requires about N20 
m illio n  to  re a c tiv e  16 
vehicles in its fleet, its 
Managing Director, Alhaji 
Aminu Tofa, has said. Tofa 
told the News Agency o f 
Nigeria (NAN) during the 
weekend, that most o f the 
vehicles in the com pany’s 
fleet had overstayed their 
life sp a n  and co u ld  no 
lo n g e r be used  fo r 
transport business.

He said that in spite o f 
the fact that the defunct 
Petroleum (Special) Trust 
Fund (PT F) spen t N12 
million on the reactivation 
o f 10 broken-down buses

and the purchase o f  12 new 
ones between 1998 and 1999, 
th ey  w ere m issued  by h is  
p redecesso rs. He said  that

Gov Kwankwaso

firm was initially set up as 
an adhoc company, which 
led to its collapse.

The m anaging director 
said  that he inherited  an 
empty treasury, with only six 
servivceable buses in the 
c o m p a n y ’s fle e t, add ing  
that all the firm ’s facilities 
in c lu d in g  te le p h o n e  
electricity, water, and others 
were non-functional, while 
the staff were not paid for 
over three months. He said 
that a few weeks after he 
assum ed o ffice , all s ta ff  
claims were settled, while 
the number o f  buses in the 
fleet rose from the initial six 
to 21.
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EDITORIAL

Stop this intolerable 
refugee crisis

A s the world marked the United Nations- 
declared Refugee Day on the 18th of June, 
news filtered in that a Swedish registered 

cargo ship the M V Alnar had been stranded off 
the West African coast with about 250 Liberian 
refugees: The result of another flare up in the 
Liberian civil war.

Some enterprising Liberian middlemen who 
had received 75 US dollars from each of the 
passengers commandeered the cargo ship which 
had been ironically working for the World Food 
Programme in Liberia. The Swedish captain of 
the ship, Henning Kielberg claimed that the 
Liberian businessmen threatened him with 
detention if he refused their bidding. After 
negotiating for six days, the ship then set sail on 
June 1 for Tema in Ghana. And that was the 
beginning of the refugees’ nightmare.

The four-week ordeal on the high seas took 
the ship to Benin and Togo after it was turned 
away from Ghana. At each stop, the ship was 
not allowed to berth, or its hapless occupants to 
disem bark. The ship went through rough 
weather and at a point it ran out of fuel, water 
and food. “For one week there was no food, no 
water or medical care. Some of us even had to 
drink salt water from the sea to survive. People 
w ere fa llin g  sick and the situation  was 
deteriorating as the days passed by”, one of the 
refugees told newsmen after they disembarked 
at the Apapa port last Tuesday.

The 156 refugees were taken to the refugee 
camp in Oru near Ijebu-Igbo in Ogun State. The 
camp itself was a disused refugee camp for 
Liberian refugees and was closed about four 
years ago after elections in that war-ravaged 
country, brought the former warlord Charles 
Gyanke Taylor to power. Now the camp has 
come alive, thanks to the fresh outbreak of 
fighting between Liberian government forces 
and a new set of rebels opposed to Taylor’s rule 
in Lofa county.

According to the refugees, some of them are 
being hounded down, accused of collaborating 
with the rebels. Some said they were escaping 
prosecution and conscription into the Liberian 
army. “The Liberian government is hunting 
students. The government has accused us of 
collaborating with dissidents and we are being 
persecuted”, one of the seven students among 
the refugees told the press.

As tragic as the conditions of the refugees 
appear, the phenom enon is becom ing a 
permanent feature. A catalogue of immense 
human suffering occasioned by man-made strife 
in the West African sub-region. The civil strife 
in Guinea, Sierra Leone, Cote d'Ivoire, Guinea 
Bissau and Senegal have combined with the 
abysmal poverty in the region to create one of 
the worst human tragedies in the world.

More revolting is the attitude of the leaders 
in these countries who rather than reverse the 
trend, tend to compound it through their 
inordinate desire to cling to power by using all 
means, mostly foul, to eliminate any form of 
dissent and opposition.

Daily Trust believes the newly formed African 
Union should champion the policy of eliminating 
such civil strife. In this respect, we commend 
the recent efforts^made by Libya and some 
African countries to foil the attempted coup in 
the Central African Republic and urge that such 
an intervention force be made a permanent 
feature to stem the intolerable tide of refugees.

MONDAY COLUMN
Re: Is Ironsi blameless?
T he Daily Trust issue 

Vol. 1 No. 76 o f  may 
28, 2001 carried  a 

very interesting article by 
one  A ish a  U m a r-Y u su f  
titled, “Is Ironsi blameless” . 
H er w rite up is excellent 
an d  a g re a t so u rc e  o f  
historical values. I have no 
doubt this lady is up to date. 
I salute her. But since she 
made an interesting request, 
I would like to expatiate on 
her question.

I am already m aking a 
h isto rica l p resen ta tion  to 
A rewa Consultative Forum 
to allow me be part o f  the 
te am  th a t  m ay  m ak e  a 
presen tation  i f  the O puta 
C o m m ittee  ag rees  to  its 
request to reply some o f the 
accusations m ade against 
th e  N o rth  by  the  
C h u k w u m e rije s  and 
Nwodos.

For Hajiya Aisha Umar- 
Yusuf, I would expatiate on 
her question this w ay, to  
begin with. Historians will 
for a long time continue to 
d e b a te  w h e th e r  w h a t 
happened in Nigeria on 15th 
Ja n u a ry , 1966 w as a 
re b e llio n , a coup  o r a 
mutiny. One thing is certain 
and indisputable, it was a 
change o f  governm ent and 
the civilian adm inistration 
w as removed from office.

T h e  ch an g e  o f  
governm ent was generally 
welcom ed by the Nigerian 
public. The country sighed 
a b re a th  o f  r e l ie f  from  
m o n th s  o f  te n s io n  and 
c r is is .  T he c h an g e  w as 
welcom ed in the hope that 
the country could expect a 
better adm inistration from 
w h ic h e v e r  g o v e rn m e n t 
em erged on 16th January, 
1966.

In the operations o f  15th 
January, 1966, two separate 
s tra n d s  .em erged . T h ere  
were, am ong the leaders o f 
th e  co u p , th o se  w ho 
appeared to be genuinely 
concerned for the welfare o f 
the coun try . T here  w ere 
others who saw in the desire 
for change, an opportunity 
to pursue tribal rivalries. 
The two lines crossed each 
other in the events o f  15th 
January, 1966. The arm y 
itself was divided.

Y et th e re  w as an 
atmosphere o f  general relief 
immediately after the coup 
o f  15th January , un til the 
pattern  o f  k illings w hich 
em erged , w hen  the dust 
c le a re d , c re a te d  the 
impression that these were 
the  c iv ilia n  lead e rs  and 
senior military officers from 
areas and  e th n ic  g roups 
other than the Ibo. All non- 
Ibo senior military officers 
above the rank  o f  m ajor 
who were accessible were 
k illed  in the Jan u ary  15 
coup. There was only one 
exception to this, when an 
Ibo o fficer w as k illed  in 
Apapa for refusing to hand 
o v e r th e  k e y s  to  the  
armoury.

M ajor-General J. T. U. 
Aguiyi-Ironsi established a 
federal military government

By Sidi H. Ali

a f te r  Ja n u a ry  15. He 
prom ised to restore law and 
order, to put down what he 
described as a m utiny, to 
deal with corruption and to 
restore civilian rule ‘as soon 
as practicable’.

T he o p p o rtu n itie s  o f  
January 15 were misused by 
the Ironsi government in the 
months that followed. For a 
while every Nigerian hoped 
that the country would go 
on  to  a c h ie v e  g re a te r  
progress in its developm ent 
generally . U nfortunately , 
Ironsi allowed matters to be 
taken out o f  his hands by 
prominent Ibo leaders in the 
army, the public service and 
public life. A ffairs in the 
p u b lic  se rv ic e  an d  the  
arm ed forces appeared to 
len d  c re d e n c e  to  the  
impression that the coup o f 
January 15 was designed to 
install Ibos in positions o f  
power. Out o f  tw enty-one 
promotions in the army on 
A p ril 12, 1966, fo r
ex am p le , e ig h teen  w ere 
officers o f  Ibo ethnic group. 
General Ironsi also drew his 
principal advisers from the 
same ethnic group.

A lth o u g h  p u b lic  
in q u iries w ere in stitu ted  
into the conduct o f  certain 
p u b lic  o ffice rs , som e o f  
th e se  m en re m a in e d  in 
p o s itio n s  o f  pow er. The 
public was disenchanted. In 
the arm y itself, there was 
resentm ent about officers 
k illed  in the Jan u ary  15 
coup. Non-Ibo officers and 
other ranks felt displeased 
at the k illing  o f  o fficers  
fro m  th e ir  ow n e th n ic  
groups, w hile those from  
the Ibo ethnic group were 
spared.

M ajo r-G en era l Ironsi 
d id  l i t t le  o r  n o th in g  to 
an sw e r th is  re se n tm e n t 
w hich w as w idespread in 
the army. In the North, in 
p a r t ic u la r ,  in c a u tio u s  
s ta te m e n ts  and  p u b lic  
a ttitu d e s  by Ibo  lead ers  
heightened tension between 
native communities and Ibo 
settlers.

T here w ere continued  
rep o rts  tha t Jan u ary  15, 
1966 was inconclusive and 
th a t p lans w ere  a fo o t to 
‘c o m p le te  th e m ’ by  the 
rem oval o f  m ore non-Ibo 
officers.

C h ief Aw olow o, Tony 
Enahoro and many leaders

o f  the opposition remained 
in p rison  w hereas it was 
f re e ly  sa id  th a t som e 
Y oruba officers jo ined  in 
the coup for the purpose o f 
securing their release.

The Ironsi government 
tu rn e d  dow n ad v ic e  
designed to reduce tension 
and consistently relied on 
advice o f  highly placed Ibo 
o ff ic e rs  to  h e lp  h is 
administration, but only to 
promote the interests o f  the 
Ibo ethnic group.

In  th e  N o rth , a fte r  
J a n u a ry  15, th e  p eo p le  
adopted an attitude o f ‘wait 
and see’. In several parts, 
especially  K ano, K atsina 
and Zaria, some o f  the ex- 
ministers o f  the government 
o f  th e  fo rm e r N o rth e rn  
Region had been molested 
and jeered at on their return 
to their provinces.

A p a r tic u la r  m in is te r 
from Kano rose one day and 
saw  a heap o f  rubbish in 
front o f  his house because 
o f  his perceived anti-Kano 
p o s tu re . T h in g s  soon  
changed when people felt 
Ironsi could do nothing or 
d id  no t in ten d  to  do 
anything. The attitude o f 
Ibo tailors seem ed hostile 
and provocative.

An article and pictures 
ap p e a re d  in the  N e lso n  
O tta -e d ite d  D rum
M agazine which portrayed 
the late Alhaji Sir Ahmadu 
Bello being questioned and 
whipped in his^grave.

Ibos bought copies o f  
that magazine and delighted 
in show ing it to N orther­
ners, telling them  ‘this is 
y o u r g o d ’. T h is  c rea ted  
resentment and fear in the 
minds o f ordinary people.

There was a feeling that 
as fa r as the  N o rth  w as 
co n cern ed , the  situ a tio n  
was ‘hopeless’. All advice 
to the Ironsi government to 
rec tify  the  s itua tion  w as 
ignored.

T h e re  w e re  re la te d  
issues in which university 
students o f  Northern origin 
in the  U n ited  K ingdom , 
Ibadan, Lagos, Z aria and 
K ano, ex -p o litic ians and 
c iv il s e rv a n ts  w ere  
involved. In February 1966, 
th e  s tu d e n ts  in the  
u n iv e rs itie s  w ro te  in the 
n e w sp a p e rs  th a t o n ly  a 
federal, and not a unitary, 
form  o f  governm ent w as 
suitable for N igeria. This 
was carried on to the civil

NNPC neglecting the North?
T he usual NNPC announcement of fuel distribution to 

major Nigerian towns on NTA Network always shows 
more priority to major towns of the South-West like La­

gos, Ibadan and Abeokuta, while neglecting others especially 
major towns from core North like Maiduguri, Sokoto, Kano, 
Adamawa, Gombe and the rest. The finger for this discrimina­
tion points to the government of President Obasanjo. Is presi­
dent Obasanjo paying back what Northerners granted him in 
1999 or is he punishing Northerners for being kinsmen of 
Abacha? Let the two Obas (Obasanjo and Obaseki) allow the 
distribution go round in equal stride without leaving others be­
hind.
Auwalu Bala Indabo,
Wudil L.G.A.,
Kano State.

servants, particularly in the 
N o rth , w ho  b ecam e  
a p p re h e n s iv e  and
convinced that there was a 
preconceived plan to force 
through the unification of 
the civil service, come what 
may.

T his w as the sta te  of 
a f fa irs  in  the  c o u n try  
generally, and in the North 
in p a r t ic u la r , w h en  the  
u n if ic a tio n  d e c re e  w as 
a n n o u n c e d  by  M a jo r-  
General Ironsi on 24,h May, 
1966. The decree (Decree 
No. 34), a m ajor constitu­
tio n a l and  p o litic a l step  
w hich, con trary  to trad i­
tional practice, had not been 
widely discussed, announ­
ced  th e  d is so lu tio n  of 
political and tribal parties 
and other measures. But the 
fa te fu l w o rd s  in  th e  
announcem ent were: ‘the 
regions are abolished’. This 
caused great disquiet in all 
parts o f  the country and the 
M ay 29 disturbances in the 
North in which a num ber of 
Ibos were killed was one of 
the results.

T here  w as an u neasy  
ca lm  a f te r  the  M ay 
disturbances. The governor 
o f  the then Northern Region 
in co -o p era tio n  w ith  the 
N a tiv e  A u th o rity
adm inistration did all that 
was possible to put down 
m o re  d is tu rb a n c e s  and  
hostilities against both the 
Iro n si g o v e rn m e n t and 
people o f  Ibo origin who 
were resident in the North. 
B u t th e re  w as p o lit ic a l  
uncertainty as to the future 
o f  D e c ree  N o . 34 and  
w id e sp re a d  te n s io n  and 
m u tu a l su sp ic io n  in  the  
army. Regular channels of 
communication were being 
deliberately by-passed by 
the Ironsi government in the 
tra n sm iss io n  o f  in s tru c  
tions. M ilitary officers of 
Ibo  e th n ic  g ro u p  had  
advance information about 
vital matters o f  state while 
s u p e r io r  o f f ic e rs  (fro m  
other ethnic groups) were 
kept in the dark. Then there 
was the sudden decision by 
Ironsi that he would rotate 
the military governors and 
appoint m ilitary  prefects, 
even a fte r th is had been 
discussed and rejected  as 
in o p p o rtu n e  by  th e  
Supreme M ilitary Council.

A m id  a ll th e se , the  
economic situation rapidly 
deteriorated. The country, 
w hich had w elcom ed the 
change o f  January 15, soon 
re a lis e d  th a t the  ev en ts  
which followed January 15 
had not justified the hopes 
an d  a s p ira tio n s  o f  th a t 
change. It becam e clear, 
after a few months, that no 
section o f  the country really 
had full satisfaction from 
the events o f  January 15, 
1966.

In a nutshell, the Ironsi 
a d m in is tra tio n  fa iled  to  
carry people along and had 
p o o r p u b lic  re la tio n s  in 
dealing with people.
A li is o f  Ogbomoso Road, 
A rea  8, Garki, Abuja.



Page 6 Monday, July 2, 2001

O D i n i o n
Trial and conviction of six tankers
I t was the late Dele Giwa (or 

is it som ebody else?) who 
made the observation that as 

people, we Nigerians are so 
used to wrong that we appear 
u nshakab le  by  an y th in g  no 
m a tte r  how  u n reaso n ab le ,; 
scandalous, outrageous, bizarre 
or revolting against civilized 
standards.

I got a  sad confirmation o f 
this uncanny observation by an 
innocuous but very significant 
incident that took place some 
tw o  w eek s ago  and  o u r 
collective reaction to it.

O n one o f  N T A ’s new s 
slots, there was this story that 
somewhere in the N iger Delta 
area, the vigilant m en o f  the 
N ig e ria n  N av y  a rre s te d  a 
criminal and a sabotage gang, 
w hich specialises in bursting 
pipelines, and siphoning refined 
petroleum products.

The evil men were caught 
in the act with six tankers, which 

w e w ill soon  see , w ere  
regarded by the authorities as 

accom plices” and not as the 
tool or facilitator o f  their trade.

W hile the m en were herded 
into deten tion  ce lls , the six 
tankers faced an unusual trial. 
They were “accused” o f  being 

acce sso ry  to  th e  c rim e  o f  
illegal siphoning o f  petroleum 
products and sabotage”, or so it 
seems to me.

The authorities “convicted” 
the tankers o f  that offence and 
decreed that they be set ablaze 
in full view  o f  the N igerian  
public. And so it was that right 
th e re  on o u r TV  sc reen s , 
N igerians, w ho w atched that 
new s package, saw  six long 
tankers filled w ith petroleum  
products, set ablaze.

W hen journalists who were

By ldang  Alibi
present asked the navy 
commander whether the 
decision to bum the tankers was 
legal and reasonable, he said 
that he got the powers to carry 
out that destruction from higher 
authorities.

When I saw “live” this 
unreasonable destruction of 
national wealth and the 
rationalisation of it, I could not 
eat my dinner. I was filled with 
disgust and contempt for the 
“higher authorities” who passed 
that scandalous judgment on the 
six tankers.

1 expected that the 
following day and next few 
days, the media would be awash 
with news of this bizarre act. 
That our media, thinkers and 
human rights activists did not 
see that event as a big deal, tells 
a lot about us.

It is because we' have 
become so used to mind- 
boggling tales of looting, waste 
of national resources, poor 
thinking, etc., that this news of 
great proportion was so casually 
passed off as just another of 
these odd tilings that happen in 
Nigeria.

There are certain things that 
define a people and the quality 
of mind of those who rule them. 
The “conviction” and 
“execution" of the six tankers 
for aiding and abetting stealing, 
is one of those small things that 
tell others the kind of people we 
are.

It says that we are a wasteful 
people. That we are so confused 
that we treat the symptom of an 
illness and not the real cause. 
From that ‘'small” event, it is 
clear that we are still victims of

the hangover of military rule 
when brashness or arbitrariness 
was a substitute for cold­
blooded reasoning.

Who are “the powers from 
above” that gave the order for 
the destruction of those poor 
tankers who could not defend 
themselves? Was it the 
President, the Inspector-General 
of Police or the Chief of Naval 
Staff? Whoever is that power, 
he certainly needs some lessons 
on elementary economics and 
the management of national 
wealth.

One of those tankers cost 
anything between five and 10 
million naira. Six of them can 
fetch nothing below 30 million 
naira. Their destruction is the 
wastage of millions in national 
treasure. The wealth of a 
country’s individuals adds up to 
the wealth of the nation.

W hoever ordered the 
burning of the tankers must 
have reasoned that he was 
hurting the individuals behind 
petroleum products siphoning, 
but also directly diminishing the 
wealth of Nigeria.

Why were the tankers not 
forfeited, sold and the proceeds 
spent on the provision of social 
infrastructures for a typical 
Nigerian village such as Gakem 
in Bekwarra Local Government 
of Cross River State? This is the 
village where the Nigerian civil 
war started and which suffered 
so much destruction of lives and 
property and never benefited 
from the post-war programme 
of rehabilitation, reconstruction 
and repair. Thirty million naira 
can change the face of that 
village or any other Nigerian 
village. The destruction of 
property worth that amount is

pointless, unreasonable and 
indefensible.

As far as I am concerned, 
the wasting of the tankers is a 
good example of misplaced 
aggression against harmless and 
inanimate objects. Can tankers 
steal? They certainly cannot. It 
is humans who do. If you do not 
deal with the human thief, he 
will go again and buy many 
more tankers and continue with 
the lucrative but illegal business 
of siphoning precious fuel from 
oil pipelines.

Our anger against economic 
saboteurs should not lead us to 
actions that will make us the 
laughing stock in the eyes of the 
civilised world.

Beyond this, we should not 
offend God, who has very 
kindly endowed our country 
with stupendous wealth, by 
wasting some o f those 
resources.

Those six tankers that were 
dispatched to the great beyond 
were not given a fair hearing. 
Human rights activists should 
take up their case. Their case is 
an example of the extra-judicial 
trials and killings' which have 
polluted our land with innocent 
blood that are daily shed. The 
tankers were used against their 
will to carry out an illegal act. 
They were not willing 
accomplices in the crime. Their 
lives ought to have been spared!

The case of the six tankers 
is one of which great satire can 
be made. I wish I had the gift of 
a great satirist to portray the 
foolishness o f the decision 
taken against the tankers.

Mr. A libi, a fo rm er  
member o f  the Daily Times 
editorial board, lives in Abuja.

Who wants Abuja Stock Exchange dead?
T he recent clandestine write up in the National Interest and other 

dailies that is geared towards sabotaging the corporate exist 
ence of the Abuja Stock Exchange as well as the indirect ques­

tioning of the powers o f the nations apex regulatory body in the capi­
tal market, the Securities and Exchange Commission through a call 
for the review o f the Investment and Securities Act of 1999 should be 
ignored by all and sundry.

According to the National Interest o f 26th June, 2001, the Minis­
ter o f Defence, Lt. Gen. T. Y. Danjuma has submitted a memo to the 
President which the newspaper claimed is highly critical o f the exist-' 
ence o f the ASE as well as the powers bestowed on the Securities and 
Exchange Commission through the ISA, especially the section that 
provides for the setting up o f the Investment and Securities Tribunal.

The insinuations in this newspaper also disclosed that the exist­
ence o f the ASE which began operations on 2nd May, 2001 is inimi­
cal to the trend of globalisation which is leading to the merger of 
Stock Exchanges in different economies o f the world.

The newspaper hinted that this purported memo cited examples 
o f Germany, UK, USA and Egypt where their stock exchanges merged 
into one exchange, as shown below. 

nT he sixteen stock exchanges in Germany were merged into one 
exchange called the Federation o f Germany Stock Exchanges in 
Frankfurt.

nT he six stock exchanges in London were merged into the Inter­
national Stock Exchange o f London. 

nT he seventeen stock exchanges in the USA were merged into 
five, which now operate under the name Inter Market Trading 
System.

nT he two excl anges in Egypt located in Alexandria and Cairo 
have merged into one exchange called Egyptian Stock Exchanges, 

n  The merger o f South African stock exchanges into one exchange 
called JSE Stock Exchange o f South Africa.
The paper also reported that the Danjuma report traced the reason 

behind the setting up of the ASE to a misunderstanding between the 
authorities o f the NSE and the late son o f General Abacha who was 
denied the bid to acquire majority shareholding in some critical com­
panies.

In addition, the story revealed that based an the issues raised, the 
President, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo has directed the Minister o f Fi­
nance to refund the N 5 0 0  million allegedly deducted forcefully from 
the accounts o f the CBN, NICON, NIDB, NBC 1 and Nigeria-Re, which 
is being used as capital in running the ASE

All these allegations amongst others were mentioned in the Na­
tional Interest as it was said to be contained in the yet to be confirmed 
Danjuma report.

Considering all these sensitive issues and the decision that is yet 
to be taken on it by the Federal Executive Council which will surely 
affect the focus and progress o f not only our capital market but also 
our financial and economic direction, should be handled with cau­
tion. General T. Y. Danjuma being a highly respected statesman, a 
Doyen in our nations corporate administration, business man o f re­
pute would surely not make this kind o f submission which to me is

By Adeniyi Joseph

not only a fallacy but something that is detrimental to the develop­
ment o f our capital market. It is my sincere submission that this memo 
which is being claimed to emanate from one o f the most respected 
generals the Nigerian Army has ever produced is not true unless proved 
otherwise by General Danjuma, rather it is just another ploy by the 
management and council o f the NSE to scuttle the full take off o f the 
ASE and weaken the regulatory powers o f the Securities and Ex­
change Commission.

Notwithstanding the viability o f this memo, the issues mentioned 
in it need to be properly addressed so as to guide the public that is 
generally not well informed on capital market operations, its history 
and what is obtainable in other economies o f the world. The Federal 
Executive Council could also draw from the facts that are highlighted 
in this write-up in taking its decision on this very important issue that 
would affect the attitude o f investors, especially the foreign ones, to 
wards Nigeria.

The assertion that stock exchanges are merging in the countries 
mentioned earlier and other economies in the world in line with 
globalisation is certainly not only a misguided information, but a lie. 
It is a fact that presently the stock exchanges in these countries men­
tioned are still standing on their own.

To buttress this fact, I would enjoin the President and the Federal 
Executive Council to summon the management of Securities and Ex­
change Commission to state their position on this very important na­
tional issue. This summons is imperative considering the fact that the 
Securities and Exchange Commission as the nations apex regulatory 
body is the government agency with the required expertise and infor­
mation on capital market operations. Moreover, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission as an active member o f the International 
Organisation o f Securities and Exchange Commissions (IOSCO) is 
armed with enough information and details on the position of stock 
exchanges in other countries o f the world.

Hence, if  the NSE could direct companies to change their names 
to avoid confusion in the market, why is the same organisation refus­
ing to comply with the directives o f our nation’s apex regulatory body' 
Government should therefore study this scene in taking its decision 
on this issue.

To the president, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo who is today a bom 
again Christian, an apostle o f the war on corruption and a statesman 
who solidly believes in the corporate existence o f our dear country, 1 
would like him to note that the idea of linking the setting-up of the 
Abuja Stock Exchange with the late General Sani Abacha is a grand 
design to whip up sentiments. It is the belief o f those trying to nail the 
coffin o f the ASE that by linking its coming into being with the late 
head o f state, you will surely go against it. Mr. President, you have 
come a long way, I am sure you will not allow sentiments to stop you 
from taking the right decision in this very important issue that will 
surely refocus the activities in our nations capital market.
Joseph writes from Ikoyi, Lagos.

The messiah has failed
By M ahm ood Ibrah im  M agashi

W hen Olusegun Aremu Obasanjo won the election 
as the president o f the most populous nation in 
Africa, Nigeria, a majority of Nigerians were happy 

that a Messiah had arrived. A Messiah who will in a short 
period, solve the already deteriorated political, social and 
economic conditions o f the country .The expectations of 
Nigerians on Obasanjo to deliver the goods for the country 
were very high. Many Nigerians respect Obasanjo for his 
courage in voluntarily handing over power to the civilian 
administration o f Alhaji Shehu Shagari. Many also regarded 
him  as a disciplined, detribalised, dedicated man who 
abhorred corruption in any form, but many have now reversed 
their assessment o f his personal and political character.

This is a man who tasted power, and enjoyed the privileges 
attached to the office o f president. He descended to a common 
prisoner, he ate and dined with the least privileged o f the 
society. He was released from prison and contested election 
and won.

Hence, our expectation that his heart might have been 
touched with God’s mercy because, he had seen and shared 
the agony o f the down-trodden.

Our belief when Obasanjo assumed office was that, the 
perennial fuel scarcity would come to an end, but the non 
availability o f the petroleum product is unabating. Many 
N igerians w rongly accused Abacha o f destroying our 
refineries so as to corruptly enrich himself and his family 
through importation o f the fuel. When Abdulsalami handed 
power over to Obasanjo the exchange rate was one dollar to 
N98, but now the exchange, rate has risen to N140 to the 
dollar. Corruption and mismanagement of public funds is 
increasing in spite o f the anti-corruption crusade mounted 
by Obasanjo.

The m ost annoying  th ing  about the O basanjo  
adm inistration is his inability to tackle the problem of 
unemployment. His poverty alleviation programme is a fake 
and has failed woefully. The government o f Obasanjo lacks 
commitment and vision in creating jobs for the masses. He 
earmarked N10 billion to alleviate poverty and shamelessly 
voted N38 billion to build a stadium for the impoverished 
and hungry people o f Nigeria, majority o f who may not be 
able to afford the gate fee to watch sporting events in the 
stadium. The ramshackle policies o f Obasanjo are satanic 
insistence on buying aircraft for N86 billion, while majority 
o f Nigerians cannot afford one meal a day is a testimony that 
his claim o f being bom again is a ruse.

Five to six years before Obasanjo became president, when 
Abacha was in control, Nigeria was selling crude oil at $9 
per barrel, but Abacha was able to put eight billion dollars in 
our foreign reserve. He refused to take foreign loan in spite 
o f pressures mounted on him by Masonic agents o f the World 
Bank. Abacha established the Petroleum (Special) Task Force 
(PTF) and funded it with excess o f fuel pump price. PTF 
executed tremendous and beneficial projects for the people 
o f Nigeria.

During Obasanjo’s administration, the price o f crude oil 
has increased in the international market. Nigeria is now 
selling her crude oil at $27 to $35 per barrel, an increase of 
more than 390% compared to what it used to fetch during 
Abacha’s regime. Despite the increase in the price o f crude 
oil, O basanjo’s adm inistration negotiated and obtained 
another one billion-dollar loan from his foreign Godfathers 
The messiah has now made his mind up to add to the burden 
on the masses by increasing fuel pump price. Obasanjo’ 
economic policies lack a human face. He takes orders from 
the IMF and the World Bank on what to do about the nation’ 
ailing economy.

In conclusion, I would like to tell President Obasanjo that 
the agonies and tyrannies imposed on the innocent citizens 
o f this nation during this militarised political dispensation 
can only be compared to the terrorist ideal o f  the neo 
colonialist and imperialist period. In the name o f messiah 
Nigeria has more than ever before turned into a state of 
insecurity, political instability, democratic injustice and 
economic squander mania - the extent o f  which was not 
experienced even during the much-criticised undemocratic 
and illegal military dictatorship.

Note Mr. President that a lot o f questions are yet to be 
answered after two years o f your maladministration. This 
implies as to the causes of increased internal oil doom, high 
cost o f essential food products, the tribal and ethnic tussles 
the incessant power failure which poses a threat to the speedy 
development o f productive technology, the increasing crisis 
in employm ent and the foreign exchange m arkets, the 
deregulation and privatisation bias, the insecurity imposed 
by area boys and Yandaba thugs, and the list goes on and on 
leads to an unending psychological tension in the minds of 
the general populace.

M agashi is o f  138 M agashi Quarters, Kano
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Zamfara governor 
made the right choice
I  am writing a rejoinder to 

the effect o f the above ar- 
tic le  pub lished  in the 

D aily Trust o f  14th June, 
2001 on page 6.

The article written by one 
Buhari from Katsina State 
concerning Sharia, VAT and 
Zam fara State governor is 
rather unpleasant to digest.

From the onset, it seems 
this writer is either playing 
double standards or fears the 
skeleton in his cupboard will 
be exposed som ehow and 
someday. You see, those who 
usually use the term ‘Sharia 
zealots’, are either Christians 
or minimal Muslims.

As a Muslim, you are not 
allowed to copy anything or 
borrow any leave o f either 
words or virtues from a non- 
Muslim, for Islam has pro­
vided it all for all mankind. 
Rightfully, alcohol should be 
given every priority since it 
is the only thing that con­
sumes almost all souls that 
imbibe it. When alcohol is 
consumed it can lead to other 
sinful and life-threatening ac­
tiv itie s . B ecause a lcohol 
when consumed will lead one 
to fornicate, steal, lie, rob, 
become useless and kill oth­
ers. But not the other way 
round, being a forn icator 
does not lead one to being a 
drunkard.

It is true that in adopting 
S haria , th ings should  be 
implemented gradually yet 
carefully, but in our present 
society , where a governor’s 
tenure is fiXed, he needs to act 
fast to save lives. Our noble 
p rophe t M uham m ad 
(S.A.W.) did not wait for five 
to ten years or three hundred 
and sixty years before de­
s tro y in g  all idols in the 
Ka'aba, it was done almost

im m edia te ly . So, w hat 
‘Sharia states’ governors are 
doing is to quickly, through 
Allah’s help, remove these 
ungodly acts from our path 
o f  righteousness.

The sooner you under­
stand that adoption o f Sharia 
is not politically motivated 
but spiritual the better for 
you. You should also know 
that it is not a sin to refuse to 
collect VAT from sales o f  al­
cohol, rather it is a step closer 
to honesty, justice and fair­
ness.

If, as you have alleged, 
Zamfara State governor has 
done nothing in development 
terms with all the billions, he 
is collecting from federal al­
location, how much differ­
ence is VAT money from 
sales o f  alcohol going to 
make. It is better for you to 
advise your Muslim brothers, 
than jo in  forces with non- 
Muslims to share their views, 
ideas and lack of vision. May 
Allah save your soul and the 
souls of others that share your 
opinion.
Isiaku Usman,
Kundila Housing Estate, 
Kano.

I  would like to use your 
m edium  to rep ly  to a 
le tte r w ritten  by one 

M allam  A bdullahi Ayuba 
Runka on 28/4/2001 who 
claim ed to be a secretary, 
C om m unity  A ction  for 
Popular Participation, Sabon 
G ari Local G overnm ent, 
Kaduna State.

In h is le tte r  he 
highlighted the issue of non­
performance o f  the present 
leadership in Safana Local 
G overnm ent area. To be 
specific he mentioned neglect 
o f Runka and Gora towns, 
and T sask iya  by Safana 
Local Government Council.

However, it is interesting 
to note that we the people of 
Gora II town are very grateful 
to the present administration 
o f  Alhaji Ahmed Dayyabu 
and his council, contrary to 
w hat A bdullah i claim ed, 
because the p resen t 
leadership o f  Safana Local 
Government has fulfilled all 
the promise they made during 
their electioneering tour to 
Gora II town. Presently Gora 
II town enjoys drinking water 
w ith  the p ro v ision  o f  a 
borehole equipped with solar 
energy and the erection o f 
55,0001itre overhead tank, 
w ith  one k ilom etre  o f  
distribution pipes, 10 public 
standing pipes erected  at 
strategic locations in Gora II 
town. As such, we now enjoy

Re: Tazarce is not the issue in Safana
24-hour uninterrupted water 
supply.

Secondly , the  local 
government has repaired the 
only bridge connecting us to 
the outside world. All these 
are only a few o f so many 
p ro jec t execu ted  by the 
presen t adm in istra tion  at 
Gora II and environ.

Concerning Runka town, 
Abdullahi should have been 
good enough to comment on 
the progress and achievement 
o f the present administration, 
but unfortunately, he is busy 
at Sabon G ari Local 
Government of Kaduna State 
can v assin g  fo r popu lar 
p a rtic ip a tio n  fo r the 
community at Sabon Gari, 
without coming back or at 
least visiting his native town, 
R unka to see th ings for 
him self, assess and make 
objective criticism. The local 
government has sent to the 
state government an estimate 
for connecting Runka town 
with the national grid which 
is a distance o f  almost 40 
k ilo m etres . As soon as 
approval is given, the project 
will start. These are beside 
the drainages and culverts 
Abdullahi claims the local 
government is constructing.

Finally, I wish to appeal 
to A bdullah i my dear 
compatriot in the struggle for

the em ancipation  o f  our 
dow ntrodden  m asses to 
kindly launch a chapter for 
community popular partici­
pation in Safana, his native 
local government. Let him 
dialogue with the masses the 
electorate on how far the 
present local governm ent 
council has performed, move 
from ward to ward, analyse 
the data and come out with 
very objective criticism that 
w ill help  streng then  the 
dividends o f democracy for 
the betterment o f our down­
trodden masses, rather than

re ly in g  on so ftw are 
information. Unless my dear 
Abdullahi does these, I am 
afraid he will not see light 
th rough  the tunnel w ith 
regard to the achievement or 
o therw ise  o f  the p resen t 
leadership at Safana Local 
G overnm ent, un d er the 
leadership o f Alhaji Ahmed 
Dayyabu.
Lawal M amman Gora II,
‘Organising Secretary, 
Gora Youth D evelopm ent 
Association,
Safana Local Government, 
Katsina State.

Bola Ige should resign
P lease may I comment 

on the a lleg a tio n s 
against the Attorney 

General o f  the Federation, 
Chief Bola Ige, o f  keeping 
NEPA funds in a deposit ac­
count to generate interest at 
the expense  o f  the good 
people of Nigeria, when he 
was Minister o f Power and 
Steel, which appeared in the 
May 16, 2001 ed ition  o f  
D M !) Trll§t}~ ' !Ui'

If  the allegation is true, 
Bola Ige has really disap­
pointed not only his profes­
sion, but Nigerians in gen­
eral. Personally, C hief Ige 
has finesse to head only the 
“Thief and tribalism” minis­
try to be introduced in the last 
phase o f this administration 
by h is m en tor, C h ie f 
Obasanjo (there is a need for 
that), but certainly not the 
justice ministry which is a

place for honest and trust­
worthy people.

I want to believe that if 
President Obasanjo is not en­
couraging  co rrup tion , he 
should terminate Bola Ige’s 
appointment and bring him to 
book immediately.

Lastly, C hief Bola Ige 
should save O basanjo the 
trouble and just resign.
Idris A lhaji Sallau,
115, Zajeri Ward, 
Maiduguri, Borno State.

A lethal game
T he recent face-off between the Nigerian Medical As 

sociation (NMA) and the federal government is a source 
o f concern to all and sundry especially when viewed 

against the backdrop o f the innocent lives that will bear the 
brunt o f this ugly development.

The genesis o f  the present strike actually dates back to 
the Abdulsalami era, when an across the board increase in 
wages o f  civil servants left out the professional allowances 
o f doctors. This lead to total withdrawal o f  services for up­
ward o f four months with subsequent stoppage o f salaries of 
the striking resident doctors. The strike was suspended after 
a gentleman’s agreement, but the truce unfortunately was 
short-lived as the agreement was not honoured by the gov­
ernment. On return to civil rule, the issue was revisited; dead­
locked and culminated in another strike that lasted for thir­
teen weeks. This was again suspended after a gentleman’s 
agreement. Five months later, the government remained mute 
on the agreement reached and only feigned concern when 
the NMA began to beat the drums o f war. There is therefore, 
no gainsaying the fact that it will be foolhardy for the NMA 
to enter into another gentleman’s agreement with a party 
who’s favourite game is deception.

Come to think o f it, during the last but one of the strikes 
embarked upon by the resident doctors, the minister o f infor­
mation Prof. Jerry Gana, after a Federal Executive Council 
meeting brandished a paper and successfully misinformed 
the public that the least paid doctor will henceforth receive 
N70,000 per month. Five months after, nothing is heard of 
this fairy tale. And now it is another propaganda season. One 
can imagine the cooks busy in their propaganda mill mixing 
all sorts o f ingredients to produce the usual fallacy that does 
not stand the test o f time.

Now that the government has successfully paralysed ser­
vices in the hospitals by its inaction, the alternative is per­
haps to open up more cemeteries to contain the rising num­
ber of democracy dividends that will accrue to it. After all, 
the government is fully aware that neither the leaders nor the 
lead will be spared from this lethal game.
Dr. M. B. Bukar,
Federal M edical Centre 
P. M. B. 0037, Gomhe, iujn6( Y
Gombe State.
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Barrister Alhaji M ukhtari Shagari, Minister o f  Water Re- Alhaji Muhammadu Galadima Horo, Shagari LG Chairman President Olusegun Obasanjo 
sources

APPRECIATION

SHAGARI LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SOKOTO STATE

The entire people of Shagari Local Government Area highly commend your foresight which has resulted in the 
nomination of their son and his successful outing in the screening process by the National Assembly.

Your Excellency, while thanking you for the honour bestowed on us by appointing Barrister Alhaji Mukhtari 
Shagari as minister of water resources. We are also assuring you and your administration of our total support 
and loyality at the local, state and national levels so that in togetherness we can all reap the dividends of 
democracy.

We also use this opportunity to pray to Almighty Allah to bless you and provide you and your newly appointee 
executive members with necessary wisdom, strength and foresight to govern this country.

Your Excellency, once more, we thank you for this great honour done to us.

This gesture has re-kindled our hope and inspired us to work assidously for the success of this administration.

Long live Shagari Local Government, 
Long live Sokoto State,
Long Live Federal Republic o f Nigeria.

SIGNED
ALHAJI MUHAMMADU GALADIMA HORO

Chairman, Shagari Local Government, 
Sokoto State.

The Honourable Chairman, Shagari Local Government Council, Alhaji Muhammadu Galadima Horo, on be­
half of himself, his family, entire people of Shagari Local Government, Councillors, Staff of the Council, 
District and village heads, use this unique and very important occasion to register our profound gratitude and 
appreciation to His Excellency the President and Commander-In-Chief of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
CHIEF OLUSEGUN OBASANJO (G.C.F.R.) on the appointment of our beloved son, Barrister (Alhaji) 
Mukhtari Shagari as Minister of Water Resources in the newly re-constituted Federal Executive Council.
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Why I won’t go to Sudan
l  J S  e n  v o y

F orm er A ssistan t Secretary' o f  S ta te  f o r  A frican  A ffairs, C hester A. Crocker, 
during  the adm inistra tion  o f  President R ona ld  Reagan, h e ld  the p o s t fo r  
e ig h t y e a rs , tu rn e d  dow n  the B ush  a d m in is tra tio n  o ffe r  as a S p e c ia l  

E n vo y  to  S u d a n  f o r  th e  U.S. g o vern m en t. In th is  in te rv ie w  w ith  a ll  A f r i c a ’s 
C h a rles  C obh Jr. he exp la in s  w hy a n d  expresses scep tic ism  a b o u t the p e a c e  
process in Sudan. H e also  spoke  on the con flic ts in C ongo a n d  S ierra  Leone.

Sudanese President Omar at-Bashir gestures during his speech at a rally 
Trade Unions Federation June 7 in Khartoum to mobilise workers for the

W hy d id n ’t you take the position of special envoy to Sudan?

A  m ix o f  factors w as in m y decision  - m ostly  personal factors. 1 
have fu ll tim e em p lo y m e n t and  a lot o f  co m m itm en ts  as it is 
and th is  m ight have been a situation  w here 1 m ight have had  to 

d ro p  c e r ta in  th in g s  to  do  th is  an d  1 d id n 'i  see  th is  as  a lo n g -te rm  
ass ig n m en t so th a t ra ised  som e q uestions  for m e in personal term s.

A se c o n d  fa c to r  is th a t I am  n o t p e rs o n a lly  p e rsu a d e d  th a t the 
situation  in Sudan p roper and around Sudan is all that prospective  fo r a 
su b stan tiv e  p eac e  p ro cess . T h e re ’s been  a lo t o f  p lay -ac tin g , a lo t o f  
pretence, a lot o f  posturing  about peace and a lot o f  m eetings and there 
a re  sev e ra l p e ac e  p ro c e ss e s  a lre a d y  o u t th e re  b u t th e y  d o n ’t h a v e  
tra c tio n ; th ey  a re  not se r io u s  and  I ’m no t p e rso n a lly  p e rsu ad e d  that 
the  s itu a tio n  is all th a t ripe  fo r g e ttin g  such a peace p ro cess  g o ing  at 
th is m om ent. T h a t’s  m y analysis  o f  the  parties  and th a t's  w here  I com e 
o u t.

A n d  a th ird  fa c to r  is th a t  I th in k  th a t  th e  s i tu a tio n  in s id e  th e  
be ltw ay  here  in W ashington  is not a  strong  b asis  fo r the  co n d u ct o f  a 
serious engagem en t in a peace  p rocess. I t 's  a ra th e r strange  a lliance  - 
le t 's  pu t it th a t w ay  - and  I ’m n o t su re  it 's  a very  so lid  basis  fo r an 
A m erican  lead role. So I had som e m isgiv ings about that and th a t’s the 
m ix  o f  fac to rs  th a t w ere  in m y m ind.

There  was specific opposition to you coming front the left 
and the r ight.  The evangelical  right,  an  im portan t  p a r t  of the 
Bush a d m in is t ra t io n  const ituency ,  feeling th a t  you w e re n ’t 
“ r ig h t"  enough and the  left still  feeling hostile  because  of 
“ cons truc t ive  e n g ag em en t” when you were Assis tan t  Sec re ­
tary of State  for African Affairs and >our association with that 
policy toward  South Africa.

I rea lly  c a n ’t speak  to  w hat the  o p p o sitio n  m igh t have been . I f  it 
w as stronger it m ight have persuaded m e to take the job . I’m a stubborn 
s o rt o f  p e rso n  and  th e re  w e re  tim e s  d u rin g  th e  1980s w h en  I. w as 
a ss is tan t s ec re ta ry  w h ere  peop le  w o u ld  say. W hy do you  stay  there; 
it’s not ex ac tly  an easy  road  y o u ’re o n ? ' and I w ou ld  say to m y se lf  if  
there  w e ren ’t so m any peop le  push ing  m e to leave. I m igh t have. No. 
th is  w a sn 't  a fa c to r in m y th in k in g  b ecause  I w as asked  to  do  th is. I 
d o n 't  w ork  fo r  500  peop le . I w o u ld  be w o rk in g  fo r the  S ec re ta ry  o f  
Sta te  and the P residen t i f  I had said  yes.

Some would say th a t  the k ind of b i -par t isan  coalition we 
have “ inside the beltway” as you described it earlier is so unu­
sual when it comes to African issues in particular  that  it would 
be a good sign as to the prospects of an effective American role 
and working toward  some kind of peace settlement.

H istory w ill decide o f  course. M y ow n reading is that this b i-parti­
san  coalition  that you re fe r to  is on one side o f  the  issue and  im plies 
that w e already know w ho the good guys and w ho the bad guys are and 
it’s ju s t a question  o f  finding a w ay to im pose our v iew  o f  their situation 
on  them . W ell, th a t's  not the w ay the  w orld  is organised; w e d o n 't have 
th a t cap ac ity . T h e re  a re  ce r ta in  re a litie s  and  I th in k  th a t w e h ave  to 
recogn ise  that there  is m ore  than one vo ice  for the south; th e re 's  m ore 
than  one v o ice  fo r the n o rth  in Sudan.

Do you th ink  the a d m in is t ra t io n  itself has m ade  up its 
mind about  where  it wants  to go in S udan?  My sense is tha t  
there  a re  two conflicting d irec tions ,  one lodged in the W hite 
Mouse and the other in the Department of State when it conies 
to Sudan.

I th ink  that th e re ’s a fa ir deg ree  o f  coh eren ce  a t the top  levels on 
th is . N a tu ra lly  it is th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t’s jo b  to  try  and  m ak e  the  
fo re ig n  p o lic y  w ork  and  i t ’s the  W h ite  H o u se  s ta f f s ’ jo b  to  try  and  
m ake the dom estic  policy  w ork. So y o u ’re bound  to have that tension; 
th a t’s built in to  the situation  on m ost any issue, not ju s t on Sudan. But 
I th ink , in so fa r as I ’ve  b een  aBle to  figure  m tt, tha t sec re ta ry  Pow ell 
and the President are on the sam e page w hen it com es to try ing  to find 
a w ay to  get peace. W ithout peace you  d o n ’t get anything. We can give 
all the serm ons w e like stand ing  back  here  abou t the  need to  stop  this 
and that, w ind up all these h ideous abuses that are going  on in Sudan, but 
se rm o n s are  n o t g o ing  to  b rin g  abou t peace  \n d  w ith o u t p e ac e  you 
d o n 't  ge t to  a d ifferen t fu tu re  w ith  a d ifferen t constitu tion  and  respect 
fo r hum an righ ts  and  the righ ts  o f  everybod} a d ifferen t S udan. You 
c a n 't  ge t th e re  w ith o u t peace.

A n o th e r  h u g e  a r e a  o f  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  in t e r e s t  is th e  C o n g o  
- th e  D e m o c r a t ic  R e p u b l ic  o f  th e  C o n g o . W h a t  is y o u r  r e a d in g  
o f  th a t  s i tu a t io n ?  F ro m  h e re  i t  lo o k s  as it thev  a r e  in c h in g  u p  
to  th is  in te r - c o n g o le s c  d ia lo g u e  a l th o u g h  th e r e  a r e  lo ts  o f  q u e s ­
t io n  m a r k s  t h a t  s t i l l  h o v e r  o v e r  it.

I th ink w e have begun to gel a little bit o ' iraction in that situation 
because w e have in  a fairly balanced  w ay - w hich is essential - gone after 
the  various parties w hich are in tervening as w ell as the governm ent and 
said  that look everybody  has to do  certa in  th ings i f  the o ther side is to 
be  a sked  to do  certa in  th ings. In o th e r w ords it’s go t to be a  package 
deal. So I th ink  tha t w e h ave  som e c red ib ility  at th is  early  s tag e  o f  a 
new  ad m in is tra tio n  to  try  and  push  th is  th in g  forw ard . W e’re  no t the

organised by the Sudan Workers 
war efforts. (AFP)

E xcerp ts:
. o n e s  w h o  a re  a lo n e  d r iv in g  it. 

T h e re  a re  a lo t o f  o th e r  p lay e rs . 
I t 's  a very  c o m p lic a ted  s itu a tio n  
w ith  a lo t o f  d iffe ren t p a rtie s  - a 
lot o f  d ifferent ou tside  parties too. 
w ith  in te rests. M y ow n ju d g m en t 
is that the only w ay th is can work 
is i f  you - by  you I m ean in gen ­
eral th e  th ird  p a rtie s  w ho  are  in ­
volved - create  a un ified  gahie. In 
o th e r  w o rd s , yo u  d o n ’t g iv e  the  

d irectly  w arring  parties  an out. You fo rce  them  to respond  to a un ified  
set o f  su g g estio n s , p ro p o sa ls , in itia tiv es , p ressu res , in ce n tiv es  and  so 
on. And you d o n 't  encourage this forum  shopping w hich  is so typical in 
these  low er p ro file  in ternational conflic ts  w here  parties w ill say th ey 'll 
m eet and talk  to anyb o d y  w h o  com es to tow n but th e y ’re no t serious 
because th ey ’re not facing  a unified  gam e. You have to create a unified 
gam e. W hat that m eans is that w e, the secre ta ry -genera l o f  the U nited 
N a tio n s, the B ritish , the  T anzan ians, the  S ou th  A fricans , the French  - 
w e 'v e  all got to be  on the  sam e page. U ltim ately, if .th a t’s  the w ay you 
app roach  it you m ig h t be able  to ge t som ew here.

Is everybody on the same page?
I d o n ’t th ink  so  yet.
And would tha t  include the Kabila government,  the central 

g o v e rn m e n t?
It w ould  certa in ly  include the K abila governm ent. It w ould  include 

o th e r C o ngo lese  parties  - a rm ed  and  no t a rm ed . W e c an ’t on ly  have a 
p e ace  p ro cess  d o m in a ted  by  arm ed  e n titie s  and  n e ig h b o u rin g  arm ies. 
I t’s go t to  be a  peace p rocess that includes voices o f  b roader C ongolese 
society. But it certa in ly  includes all the in te rven ing  neighbours as w ell.

That brings immediately to mind ano ther  a rena  of African 
conflict: West Africa. In my mind I almost m ark  the beginning 
of this u n rave l l ing  in West Africa  with the Doe take-over  in 
1980 o r  w henever  he took over. L ib e r ia ’s collapse  seems to 
have led to a decade and a half of  conflict. There  was extreme, 
reluctance on the part  of the United States - The Reagan W hite 
House - to intervene in Liberia,  which really Secured the power 
of Doe and everyone else who came after  him.

H isto ry  w ould  in d ica te  that D oe cam e in du ring  the  C arte r adm in ­
istration . A nd one o f  the first decisions that m y p redecesso r m ade w as 
to p rov ide  som e support fo r D oe and fo r e lem ents o f  h is m ilitary  as a 
gestu re  that a lthough  w e d id n 't  like m ilitary  coups w e understood  that 
th is  w as  the  in d ig en o u s  p o p u la tio n  sp eak in g . A nd  th a t w'as the  firs t 
g overnm en t that L iberia  ever had - w arts  and all - and it w a sn ’t m uch 
o f  a governm ent — that w as led by an indigenous L iberian  as opposed 
to an  A m e rico -L ib erian . A nd  th a t d is tin c tio n  a t the tim e w as seen as 
s ig n ifican t. We looked  very carefu lly  in th e  R eagan  ad m in is tra tio n  at 
w ha t ou r o p tions  w ere . We cou ld  have w alked , I sup p o se , a lthough  it 
w ould  have been an inv ita tion  to hostile  forces to com e in and  replace 
us. T h is  w as the  co ld  w ar e ra  th a t w e ’re ta lk in g  abou t. A nd it w ould  
have been  e ithe r an o pen ing  to  the L ibyans o r to the Sov iets  or to the 
w'orst k ind  o f  French m anoeuvring  to rep lace  the A m erican  position  in 
L iberia - w e had a very substantial position  there and there w ould have 
been  em pty  seats to fill. Som ebody w ould  have filled  them ; they d o n 't  
ju s t stay em pty. So  w e did w hat w e could , w orking w ith  a very lim ited 
m an - Sam  Doe - and  w ith  h is  co lleag u es , som e o f  w hom  w ere m uch 
m ore  cap ab le  and  w o rth w h ile  to  k e ep  them  from  self-d e stru c tio n . By 
the end o f  the 1980s - and  this h isto ry  I ’m  talk ing  up to the point w hen 
the  W hite  H ouse actually  d id  m ake a decision  not to  a c t —  it becam e 
c le a r  that there  w as so m eth in g  g o ing  on. A nd  that so m eth in g  w as led 
by  an escaped conv ict from  a M assachusetts ja il w ho  w ent to Libya and 
then  w en t to  B u rk in a  and  then  go t in touch  w ith  F rench  in te re s ts  in 
C ote  d ’Ivoire and m arched into L iberia w ith the know ledge o f  all those 
e le m en ts  in c lu d in g  the Iv o rian  sec u rity  se rv ice s , th e  F rench  secu rity  
serv ices, French com m erc ial in terests. L ibyan b ack ing  and  tra in ing  - a 
w ho le  netw ork . So w hat w e saw  in late 89. 90 , and 91 w as, in fact, a 
very  su b stan tia l ch an g e  in  the  s itu a tio n . C h arles  T ay lo r cam e  in. We 
d id n 't act. We decided  that w e w ould  not act on that occasion . I w as not 
in g o v e rn m e n t at th a t tim e ; 1 le ft o ff ice  in e a r ly  89 . I w as ap p alled  
frankly , that w e d id n ’t act. I though t w»e shou ld  have.

But why do you th ink the adm in istra t ion  d id n ' t  act?
I th in k  b e cau se  th e re  w as  so  m uch  e lse  g o in g  on  in  th e  w orld . 

B ecause it w as post co ld  w ar o r it w as becom ing the post cold w ar era, 
the cold  w ar m entality  we had to do  som eth ing  because L iberia w as our 
a lly  - I th in k  th a t had  so m ew h a t d is s ip a te d . I k n o w  m y  su c c e sso r  - 
H ank C ohen  - w as very, very unhappy  w ith  the o u tco m e  o f  repeated  
e ffo r ts  tha t he m ade  to  try  and  ge t L ib eria  o n  the  a g en d a  and  to  do  
som eth ing  ’before  the en tire  society  w as traum atized  as it w as. So now  
if  you  fast-forw ard  ten years later w e 're  sitting  here w ith  a traum atized  
L ib e r ia , a t ra u m a tiz e d  S ie rra  L eo n e  an d  a re g io n a l c a n c e r  in W est 
A frica w hich  is cen tred  in L iberia w ith  its leadership . And the connec­
tions - the nexus betw een  that leadersh ip  and  o ther neighbouring  e lites 
in o th e r co u n trie s  - I 'v e  touched  on  som e o f  them . T here  a re  som e in 
m y v iew  in the  Iv o rian  g o v e rn m en t. T h e re  a re  w ith o u t any  q u estio n  
so m e  in the  B u rk in a  g o v e rn m en t. A nd  th e re 's  o b v io u s ly  th e  L ibyan 
factor. This is not som ething  that can ju s t be settled at the Sierra Leone 
level. I t 's  a b ro ad er prob lem .

At w hat  level th en ?  Are  you posi t ing  a pan -A fr ican  a p ­
proach, some kind of multi-la teral approach tha t  is even larger 
than  the co n tin en t  i tself?

O f  course you have U N A M S IL  m oving up  to 17,500 troops. T ha t’s 
a b ig  e ffo rt. You h av e  th e  B rits  in th e re  w ith  w h a te v e r  it is, 60 0  to

1000 o f  the ir best sav ing  the U N 's  bacon in itia lly  and  now  do ing  a lot 
o f  tra in in g  o f  the  S ierra  L eone  fo rces. You have a lot o f  A frican s  in 
that force. You have som e Pak istan is  com ing  to b e e f  up that force. So 
it is a lre a d y  no t ju s t  a W est A frica n  E C O M O G  s itu a tio n , i t 's  a UN 
s itu a tio n . I t’s m u ltila te ra l led and  its go t the  U .S . su p p o rtin g  w hat 1 
w ould describe  as a  British lead on  the ground in Sierra Leone.

But w hen I say “a b ro ad er leve l- I th ink  w e h ave  to th ink  o f  the 
analogy  o f  a serpen t. W hen you w ant to  ge t rid  o f  a serpen t y o u  have 
to  sm ash  the head  o f  the  serp en t. A nd the  head  o f  the serp en t is not 
inside o f  S ierra  Leone.. So w e 'v e  seen  the effort to go  a fter T aylor and 
h is a llies  and h is  assets  th rough  a sanc tions  p rog ram . T h a t's  p robab ly  
not a  bail start but if  I w ere  doing  it I w ould  like to see us go beyond that.

W ell how  m u c h  f u r t h e r  c a n  y o u  go  b e y o n d  t h a t  s h o r t  o f  a 
d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  p l o t t i n g  th e  o v e r th r o w  o f  
C h a r l e s  T a y lo r ?

W ell th e re  a re  som e th in g s  th a t p eo p le  d o n ’t ta lk  ab o u t a w hole  
lo t. We do h ave  w ays  o f  fin d in g  ou t a b o u t h is  in te rn a tio n a l c o n n ec ­
tions. W ho he ta lk s  to. W ho he re lie s  on. W ho h e ’s fenc ing  th e  s tu ff  
that he  cap tures, to . W ho h e ’s u s in g  as h is  ex p o rt condu its . W here  his 
banks are. How  he p rov ides over-fligh t and c learance  rights fo r illegal 
flig h ts  in to  rebe l he ld  a re a s  in S ie rra  L eone . W ho are  th e  p ilo ts  fo r 
th o sg  p la n e s?  W h ere  d o  th e y  co m e  fro m ?  W h ere  do  th e y  re fu e l?  I 
th ink  you  get m y drift. W e are in a position  i f  w e w ant to shut that sort 
o f  thing dow n, i f  we are p repared  to m ake the effo rt and really  engage. 
T h a t's  w hat 1 call “engagem ent." It w ould  m ean also  I think w orking  to 
d e c id e  i f  i t ’s  p o s s ib le  to  g e t so m e  F ren ch  c o o p e ra tio n  on_ th is . T he  
French are  s till g o in g  th ro u g h  a tran s itio n  in th e ir  ow n A frican  p o li­
cies. T his W est A frican m orass o f  issues that w e 're  ta lk ing  about has to 
be an em barrassm ent for them . A nd i f  they  w o n ’t w ork w ith  us on it I 
w ou ld  not hesita te  to m ake them  a little  b it m ore  u n com fortab le . But 
1 th ink  w e cou ld  get som e co operation  there  i f  toge the r w ith  the  B rits 
and  the S ec re ta ry  G eneral w e tak e  the  righ t approach .

D o y o u  k n o w  i f  th i s  is a d i s c u s s io n  in  th e  c u r r e n t  B u sh  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ?

I c a n ’t sp eak  fo r w h a t th e y ’re d o in g  o n  it. 1 k n o w  th e y ’re  very  
focused on it. They sec the risk o f  w hat could  go further w rong in term s 
o f  this thing spreading to not ju s t S ierra Leone bu t w e ’ve sp illage across^ 
th e  border into G uinea. It could  go further a field. It could  in fact play 
a  role in destab iliz ing  the po litics  o f  C ote d ’Ivoire, w hich  is a lready  in 
a fa irly  d icey  situa tion .

There’s been a lot of play-act- 
ing, a lot of pretence, a lot of 
posturing about peace and a 
lot of meetings and there are 
several peace processes al­
ready out there but they don’t 
have traction; they are not 
serious

U.S. President, George W  Bush.



T unisian Secretary o f State 
for Africa and Maghreb 
A ffa irs , M r. Sadok 

Fayala, has advocated  for a 
greater working relationship be­
tween Nigeria and Tunisia.

Speaking during a courtesy 
visit to the Cooperation and In­
tegration Ministry in Abuja last 
week, Mr. Fayala added that 
both countries have a greater 
future through cooperation.

According to him, there are 
many potentialities for the two 
countries to look successfully, 
together.

He also posited that the Ni­
geria/Tunisia joint commission 
second session for which he was 
in the country was a success as 
the two important agreements 
on trade and transportation have 
been signed to enhance bilateral 
cooperation.

He further described the Af­
rican Union as a special chal­
lenge on which Africa’s future 
rests even as he saluted Niger­
ia’s leadership role in the forma­
tion o f  the Union.

The Minister o f Cooperation 
and Integration, Chief Abimbola 
Ogunkelu responding thanked 
the delegation for the courtesy 
call while in the same vein he 
acknowledged Tunisia’s efforts 
in the whole o f Africa towards 
cooperation, integration and de­
velopment.

The minister also reassured 
the mission o f Nigeria’s contin­
ued devotion to the growth of 
Africa, from the West Africa

F resh revelations have 
em erged in France 
and Morocco about 

the unexplained disappear­
ance in Paris in 1965 of the 
exiled leftist Moroccan oppo­
sition  leader, M ehdi Ben 
Barka.

Mr Ben Barka was ab­
ducted in broad daylight from 
a Paris cafe and never seen 
again.

The French newspaper Le 
M onde  and the M oroccan 
weekly Le Journal now say 
they have uncovered compel­
ling evidence implicating the 
two countries’ intelligence 
services in the case.

They say Mr Ben Barka 
was tortured to death by Mo­
roccan security agents, and 
his body was then flown to 
Rabat and disposed o f in a 
bath o f  acid.

The BBC  correspondent 
in Rabat says Mr Ben Barka 
was a thorn in the flesh o f  the 
Moroccan Government at a 
ime o f political repression. 

His fate since his disappear­
ance has been the subject o f 
m uch speculation.

By Musa Aliyu

sub-region to what has become 
African Union.

In the last two years, accord­
ing to him, substantial work has 
been done to ensure the realiza­
tion of these efforts.

Africa, he maintained, could 
only attain its dream o f clinch­
ing the 21s' century if Africans 
work to eradicate poverty, avoid 
wars and invest immensely on 
education.

With cooperation, at all lev­
els, and integration o f all struc­
tures being the watchword, there 
would be peace and develop­
ment and as such less spending 
on weapons and armament, he 
submitted.

In another development, the 
Resource Allocation and Fiscal

C om m ission  has honou red  
Ogunkelu who served the body 
as a Commissioner, Resource 
Allocation and Fiscal commis­
sion between August 20, 1999 
and February 8, 2001.

The lnouwon-boru (Epe Lo­
cal Government, Lagos State) 
p h y s ic ia n -c a rd io lo g is t w ho 
spoke on behalf o f the three re­
cipients o f  the honour, Alhaji 
A bba G ana (FCT M inister), 
A lhaji B ello H. M oham m ed 
(Communication Minister) and 
himself, thanked the Commis­
sion for the honour.

He also reiterated his wish 
to serve the nation diligently at 
all times, calling the Commis­
sion job one o f such.

Earlier on, colleagues and 
friends at the Commission had 
described the minister as a hard 
working and detribalised leader 
whose appointment as Coopera­
tion and Integration Minister tal­
lies with his qualities.

Hamas leader returns from exile
Ham as spokesm an 

Ibrahim  Ghosheh 
has returned to Jor­

dan after 19 months in exile.
Jordan’s King Abdullah 

allowed him to return to the 
coun try  a fte r the ex ile  
pledged to “freeze his politi­
cal activity in Hamas”.

There have been disputes 
about whether the promise 
means Mr Ghosheh will cut 
all ties with the Islamic mili­

tant group or m erely stop 
political activity on its behalf.

M r G hosheh w as ex ­
pelled along with three other 
senior figures in November 
1999 during  a Jo rdan ian  
clampdown on Islamic mili­
tants.

Jordanian  Inform ation 
M inister Saleh Qallab said 
Mr Ghosheh pledged in a let­
ter to renounce all links with 
the m ilitan t P alestin ian

group.
He denied that the king­

dom had negotiated with the 
militants.

“There was no deal be­
tween us and we have no dia­
logue w ith H am as,” Mr 
Qallab told The Associated 
Press.

But Hamas spokesman 
Khaled Mashal - another de­
portee - gave a different ver­
sion.

Hamas members pose as suicide bombers as they carry the coffin o f  Ism ail Maoussabie, 
27, who killed h im self and two Israeli soldiers in an explosion in Gaza on Friday, during 
his funera l in  Gaza Strip June 23, 2001.

He said in Qatar on Fri­
day that an agreement with 
the government required Mr 
Ghosheh to “halt all activity 
within Jordan in the name of 
Hamas, and not that he re­
nounces his role and position 
within the movement”.

On 14 June, Mr Ghosheh, 
65, was denied entry into Jor­
dan when he tried to return 
from Qatar.

After Iwo weeks stranded 
at the international airport in 
Amman, Mr Ghosheh was 
flown out to B angkok on 
Wednesday.

Mr Ghosheh’s expulsion 
in 1999 was part o f the Jor­
danian Government’s crack­
down on the radical group, 
which it accused of inciting 
hardline Islamist sentiments 
in Jordan.

At the time, Jordan was 
also under pressure from the 
United States and Israel to 
ban the group’s activities, af­
ter i t  claimed responsibility 
for attacks on Israelis.

Hamas rejects peace with 
Israel. Jordan is one o f only 
two Arab countries - along 
with Egypt - to have signed a 
peace agreem ent with the 
Jewish state.

Belgium pledges $16.5m to DR Congo
B elgium is to resume aid 

donations to its former 
colom the Democratic 

Republic o f Congo, after a gap 
o f more than 10 years.

The Belgian Prime Minister, 
Guy Verhofstadt, made the an­
nouncement in the Congolese 
capital Kinshasa, as the country 
marked its 41 st independence

state.
The Congolese President, 

Joseph Kabila, said he hoped the 
Belgian delegation’s visit would 
bring about an end to Congo’s 
international isolation.

M r V erhofstadt said B el­
gium would use its presidency 
o f  the European Union, which 
starts on Sunday, to help find a

President George W. Bush meets with Malian President Alpha Konare (L), Senegalese President 
Abdoulaye Wade (C) and President o f  Ghana, John Kufuor at the White House on June 28, 
2001. Bush sat down fo r  about an hour with the three leaders to discuss regional security, 
economic development and poverty alleviation.

Peres meets 
Arafat

P alestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
M inister Shimon Peres 

has met in Portugal to discuss the 
Middle East peace process.

Israe li K nesse t m em ber 
Colette Avital told The Associ­
ated Press news agency that the 
talks were friendly and that there 
would be a follow-up meeting.

Before the meeting, at a con 
ference o f Socialist leaders in 
Lisbon, Mr Peres said it was vi­
tal that the seven-day period 
without violence agreed by US 
Secretary of State Colin Powell 
was adhered to.

We think the next seven 
days will be important, provided 
there is no killing or bombing, 
he said.

But on the ground, fighting 
on the Israel-Lebanon border 
and violence at West Bank and 
Gaza flashpoints echoed into 
Saturday

The tensions cast a shadow 
over the end of a three-day peace 
mission by the American Secre­
tary o f State, Colin Powell, who 
set out a timetable for strength­
ening the peace process between 
Israel and the Palestinians.

This includes a weeklong 
test period leading to six weeks 
o f cooling off period, followed 
by confidence-building m eas­
ures.

The Israelis and the Ameri­
cans insist there must be total 
quiet for the seven days before 
moving on to the next phase.

During his talks in Lisbon, 
Mr Arafat told Mr Peres the Pal 
estinians were trying to halt the 
violence.

But he said their task would 
be made easier if Israel improved 
the living conditions o f Palestin 
ians, by such measures as lifting 
blockades on towns and villages.

lasting end to the war in Congo.
His government agreed to 

provide some SI 6.5m o f aid, he 
said, and it would lobby for re­
lief on Congo’s $13bn debt.

Mr Verhofstadt’s trip is the 
first by a Belgian leader to Kin­
shasa since Belgium  slashed 
most o f its economic support for 
Congo in 1990, following alle­

gations o f  a state-sponsored 
m assacre  o f  studen ts in the 
southern city o f Lubumbashi.

Congolese opposition par­
ties stayed away from the cel­
ebrations, saying the Belgian 
delegation’s visit was premature 
and  gave c red ib ility  to  the 
unelected Kabila government.
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Tunisian leader urges closer ties
Trust Inter national

anniversary.
Mr Verhofstadt said the aid 

for health care and infrastructure 
projects marked a new era o f co­
operation betw een the two coun­
tries.

He said DR Congo would 
have to improve its human rights 
record, and that only democracy 
would end the country’s three- 
year-old civil war.

W arring  fac tio n s have 
carved up DR Congo, with the 
government controlling barely 
h a lf  o f  A frica’s third largest

Zimbabwe targets 1,000 new farms
T he government o f  Zim 

babw e has re leased  a 
new list o f farms to be 

nationalised under its resettle­
ment programme.

W ith abou t 1,000 new  
w hite-ow ned farms targeted, 
more than 4,000 o f the country’s 
roughly 5,500 farms have been 
marked for redistribution.

The government says it is 
trying to redress inequalities in

land ow nership  that resulted 
from colonialism.

But the vice-president o f the 
predominantly white Commer- 

, c ia l F a rm e rs ’ U n ion , C olin  
Cloete, said the policy “makes a 
mockery o f  the entire resettle­
ment scheme”.

Last December, the Supreme 
Court sharply criticised the gov­
ernment’s resettlement scheme as 
illegal under Zimbabwean law.

It gave the government un­
til 1 July o f this year to restore 
law and order on the farms oc­
cupied since February 2000 by 
militants who support President 
Robert Mugabe.

P res id en t M ugabe an ­
nounced last year that the gov­
ernment would seize about half 
o f  the country’s com m ercial 
farms.

He said that 4,500 white

farmers own about 70% o f the 
country’s best farmland, and that 
the n a tio n a lised  p ro p e rtie s  
would be turned over to black 
Zimbabweans.

But farmers’ union official 
Colin Cloete said he thought the 
government actually intended to 
seize every white-owned farm.

“It’s all part o f politics,” he 
said.
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T r u s t N T E R N A T IO N A L
Bush apologises to Muslims over gaffe
U S President George 

Bush has apologised 
over an incident at 

the W hite House, when a 
visiting Muslim community 
leader w as m istaken ly  
ordered out o f the building.

A un ifo rm ed  Secret 
Service officer approached 
20-year-o ld  A bdallah  al- 
Arian, a member of a Muslim 
delegation, and asked him to 
leave im m edia te ly . No

reason was given.
The w hole group o f  

visiting Muslim leaders then 
left in protest. W hen the 
Secret Service realised that it 
had m ade a m istake, the 
Muslims were invited back, 
but they declined.

“The president is very 
concerned that an action was 
taken that was wrong and 
inap p ro p ria te , and the 
president apologises for it on

behalf o f the White House,” 
said White House spokesman 
Ari Fleischer.

The Muslim leaders were 
at the Old Executive Office 
Building for a m eeting to 
d iscuss P residen t B u sh ’s 
faith-based initiative, that 
calls for providing federal 
funds to re lig io u s 
organisations involved in 
charity and community work.

Ibrahim Hooper o f the

Council on American Islamic 
R ela tio n s w elcom ed Mr 
Bush’s apology.

B ut he ca lled  for the 
W hite House to appoint a 
full-time liaison officer to the 
M uslim  com m unity , to 
“dispel impressions within 
the Muslim community that 
th e re ’s som e k ind  o f  
exclusion from his policy­
making circles”.

The BBC  correspondent

says that there has still been 
no explanation as to why Mr 
al-A rian, a student doing 
v o lu n tee r w ork in 
W ashington, should have 
been ejected.

But h is uncle , a 
Palestinian academic, was 
imprisoned for three years 
w ithou t tria l by the US 
a u th o ritie s  a fte r be ing  
accused of links with Islamic 
m ilitants. Mazen al-Najjar 
was released six months ago. President George W. Bush.

D avid  T rim ble  has 
resigned as Northern 
Ireland First Minister 

because he does not believe the 
IRA is m ak ing  p ro g re ss  in 
weapons decommissioning.

The U lster Unionist Party 
leader’s resignation came into 
effect at midnight on Saturday 
as h is d ead lin e  fo r 
decommissioning by the IRA on 
30 June elapsed.

His m ove means that the 
future o f the Northern Ireland’s 
peace process has been thrown 
into uncertainty.

Mr Trimble announced his 
d ec is io n  to resign  at the 
Northern Ireland Assembly on 8 
May, when he told assem bly 
colleagues that he would not 
continue in office if  the IRA 
fa iled  to  d e liv e r on
decommissioning their illegally 
held weapons.

On Saturday, M r Trimble 
nominated party colleague and 
trade minister Sir Reg Empey to 
fu lfil the ad m in is tra tiv e
functions o f  the office o f first 
minister.

The assembly now has six 
weeks to re-install Mr Trimble 
or rep lace  him  befo re  the 
devolved institutions collapse 
under leg isla tion  brought in

Trim ble resigns as first m inister
o thers failed  to 
live up to their 
commitments and 
that he would not 
be lead ing  his 
party into further 
ta lks w ith  Sinn 
F ein , un til the 
IRA began  to 
disarm.

P r i m e  
M in is te r  T o n y  
Blair said he was 
sorry to hear o f  
M r T rim b le 's  
re s ig n a tio n  bu t 
hoped he would 
soon be reinstated 
as First Minister.

Further talks 
aimed at finding a 
way through the

* current im passe 
Northern Ireland's First Minister, David Trimhle jn p eace
is seen on a visit to Araqs, northern France on ,
June 30,2001. Protestant leader Trimble form  ally Procef s j^e due t0 
resigned yesterday as First Minister over what he c e 1 ncxt 
said was the Irish Republican A rm y’s refusal to week

Similar talks 
he ld  in recen t

said his party would not be re­
entering government with Sinn 
Fein “w ithou t IRA arm s up 
front".

He said: “As far as I am 
concerned we have been down 
that road, we have tried our best, 
and it is perfectly  clear that 
unless people are prepared to 
honour their commitments we 
are certainly not going into the 
breach a third time."

Je ffrey  D onald son , a 
member o f the UUP talks team,

said he believed Mr Trimble’s 
resignation was “essential to 
bring the decommissioning issue 
to a head".

. “The peace process will now 
be tested as never before in terms 
o f establishing whether the IRA 
are com m itted  to peace  or 
whether they want to hold on to 
the weapons o f war,” he said.

M r Trim ble w ill lose the 
trapp ings o f  office  - pow er, 
chauffeur-driven car, attendants 
and title.

disarm as part o f  a peace deal fo r  the British 
Province.
under the G ood Friday 
Agreement.

Sir Reg said his party leader 
had no choice but to resign as-

weeks have failed to move the 
stalled process forward.

Speaking ahead o f the next 
stage o f negotiations, Sir Reg

US-Japan talks bear little fruit
J apanese Prim e M inister 

Junichiro Koizumi and US 
President George W Bush 

have m ade a show  o f  unity  
during informal talks at Camp 
David, but there is little sign of 
progress on key issues.

“T here  w ere hard ly  any 
discussions on specific issues ... 
What we wanted to do first was 
for the leaders to establish a 
strong relationship,” a senior 
Japanese official said after the 
talks on Saturday.

Mr Bush and Mr Koizumi 
fa iled  to m ake su b stan tiv e

Milosevic remains defiant
S lobodan M ilosevic has 

spoken defiantly from his 
prison cell in The Hague 

amid continuing tension in 
Belgrade since his extradition.

According to a member of his 
defence team , the form er 
Yugoslav president told his wife 
Mira Markovic that he rejected the 
trial as “politically motivated”.

The president o f  the war 
crimes tribunal in The Hague, 
Claude Jorda, has sard the trial 
will not begin for another eight to 
12 months, and is likely to last for 
over a year.

Mr Milosevic, who is due to 
make his first court appearance 
tomorrow, said he would deny all 
the war crimes charges against 
him.

In Belgrade, police fired shots 
into the air on Saturday to quell 
an outbreak of violence in the«city

centre.
A group o f skinheads and 

chanting Serbian nationalists 
attacked a peaceful march by gay 
and lesbian rights activ ists, 
kicking and beating them. At least 
five people were injured, some of 
them seriously.

Mr Milosevic’s departure has 
triggered political turm oil in 
Yugoslavia.

His supporters, who 
dem onstrated in Belgrade on 
Friday, said they would intensify 
their protests next week.

His extradition has 
jeopard ised  the fragile 
cohabitation of reformists and old- 
school politicians w ithin the 
Yugoslav federation.

And it has pitched the two 
leaders o f  the dem ocratic 
movem ent - the Y ugoslav 
President, Vojislav Kostunica, and

the.Serbian Prime Minister, Zoran 
Djindjic - against each other.

All the Montenegrin members 
o f the coalition have resigned, 
including the Yugoslav Prime 
Minister, Zoran Zizic.

But Mr Zizic's Montenegrin 
People’s Party said it would join 
talks on Monday aimed at forming 
a new government.

The UN tribunal is keeping 
Mr Milosevic in isolation, away 
from the 38 other war crimes 
suspects from the form er 
Yugoslavia.

Mr Milosevic is accused of 
having ultimate responsibility for 
the mass deportation of 740,000 
Kosovo Albanians and for the 
m urder o f hundreds o f 
individually named Albanians, 
said to have been committed by 
Serb soldiers and militias.

Further charges are also being

drawn up against him relating to 
the wars in Croatia and Bosnia.

One of his Belgrade lawyers 
said Mr Milosevic had asked for 
money, clothes and some books.

Speaking by phone from his 
cell to his wife, Mr Milosevic 
proclaimed his innocence, saying 
he had worked as president in the 
interests of the Serbian people.

If he had the job again, he is 
reported as saying, he would act 
in the same'way.

According to Mrs Markovic, 
the form er president is in 
“ fan tastic” psychological 
condition.

New details have emerged 
about his last moments in Serbia.

The Belgrade weekly 
newspaper Nedeljni Telegraf said 
his last words before leaving 
Serbia were: “Brother Serbs, now 
farewell!”

progress on security issues and 
the environment.

But the summit in Maryland 
- the leaders’ first meeting - did 
establish “a strong relationship 
o f trust,” said Mr Koizumi. The 
occasion did not appear to be 
marred by the recent alleged rape 
o f  a Japanese woman by US 
servicem en on the island  o f  
Okinawa.

There are deep differences 
between Japan and the US over 
defence and the environment.

But as P res iden t Bush 
backed Japan’s tough economic 
reform programme, Mr Koizumi 
stepped  back  from  tough  
criticism o f the US president’s, 
stance on the Kyoto treaty on 
climate change.

Speaking after the talks, Mr 
Koizumi said he still hoped for 
discussion o f the issue despite 
the US re fu sa l to  push  for 
ra tifica tion  o f  K yoto, w hich 
Japan supports.

“I am not disappointed at the 
president’s position,” he said. 
“There is still time to discuss the 
issue.”

Just a w eek  ago , M r 
Koizumi described Mr Bush’s 
position - that the treaty is flawed 
and unfair to US companies - as 
“deplorable” .

The two leaders also agreed 
to “consult closely” on another 
co n ten tio u s  issue  - m issile  
defence.

Red Cross chief 
murdered in Fiji

T he head o f the Red 
Cross in Fiji is reported 
to have been murdered 

in the capital Suva.
Police officials said two 

bodies were discovered at the 
home o f the Red Cross 
director, Australian John Scott, 
early on Sunday.

Police spoke of a scene of 
incredible violence at the 
house. They would not 
confirm the identities o f the 
men, who had been hacked to 
death, but an unnamed official 
said one of them was Mr Scott.

The Red Cross director 
played a key role in negotiating 
the release ofpolitical hostages 
after the coup attempt in Fiji 
last year.

A group led by failed 
businessman George Speight 
stormed parliament on May 19, 
2000, and took then Prime 
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry 
and his government hostage 
for 56 days.

At least one man is 
reported to have been taken 
into custody regarding the 
murder but no-one has yet been 
charged.

On Saturday night, Mr 
Scott had reportedly been at a 
combined Fiji Military Forces/ 
Red Cross ball held at the 
central Queen Elizabeth 
Barracks.

Floyd Barnaby, interim 
head o f the Red C ross’s 
regional delegation in Suva, 
said Mr Scott was highly 
respected for his work, 
receiving a Red Cross award 
last year for his role in the 
hostage crisis.

“Everyone is shattered by 
this news,” Mr Barnaby said.

“He was very popular with 
the authorities and the people. 
We have no idea of the motive 
for this.”

A n unmanned spacecraft 
blasted off on Saturday on 
a mission to look for clues 

about how the Universe will end.
Lift-off went smoothly and on 

time at 1946 GMT from Cape 
Canaveral, Florida.

The Microwave Anisotropy 
Probe (MAP) will journey into deep 
space on a voyage to explore some 
of the mysteries of the Cosmos.

With it astronomers hope to 
determine the content, shape, 
history, and the ultimate fate of the 
Universe.

The American space agency 
NASA’s $145m space probe will 
construct a full-sky picture of the 
oldest light in the Universe.

It is designed to capture the 
afterglow of the Big Bang, which 
comes to us from all directions in 
space and from a time when the 
Universe was a very different place.

MAI’ will look for faint patterns 
imprinted within this afterglow that 
carry the answers to many mysteries 
such as: What happened during the 
first instant after the Big Bang? How 
did the galaxies form? Will the 
Universe expand forever?

According to Professor Carlos 
Frenk of Durham University, UK.: 
"This is the mission we have all 
been waiting for. It’s better than 
anything we have had before. It will 
answer many questions and no 
doubt raise many more mysteries.”

ODD WORLD
Scientists search for end of the world

To answer such cosmic 
questions. MAP’s observations of 
the Big Bang’s afterglow - the so- 
called Cosmic Microwave 
Background (CMB) radiation - will 
be compared to the patterns 
predicted by various models of the 
Universe’s evolution, in an attempt 
to find the right match.

“We are tremendously excited 
about this mission because it will 
help answer basic questions that

people have been asking for ages,” 
says Dr Charles Bennett, Principal 
Investigator for the MAP mission at 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center, Maryland, US.

“MAP’s unprecedented 
accuracy and precision will allow us 
to determine the nature and destiny 
of the Universe.”

According to the Big Bang 
theory, currently the only one 
seriously considered by

astronomers, the Universe began 
about 14 billion years ago as an 
unimaginably hot and dense fog of 
light and exotic particles.

Since then the Universe has 
expanded and cooled. Today, the 
entire Universe is bathed in the 
afterglow light from the Big Bang. 
The light has been travelling for 
about 14 billion years, thus allowing 
MAP a look back through time to 
see the early Universe.

“The cosmic microwave light is 
a fossil,” says Professor David 
Wilkinson, Princeton University, 
Princeton, US. "Just as we can study 
dinosaur bones and reconstruct their 
lives of millions of years ago, we 
can probe this ancient light and

reconstruct the Universe as it was 
about 14 billion years ago.”

MAP has a range of sensors that 
will collect radiation and measure 
the tiny temperature variations in 
different parts of the sky.

The MAP mission will build on 
the 1992 Cosmic Background 
Explorer (Cobe) satellite that 
discovered a faint tiny pattern, or 
“anisotropy”, in the CMB.

“Nothing has ever been built 
like it before,” says NASA’s Dr 
Edward Wollack: "To measure the 
cosmic glow reliably to a part in / \  
million, to millionths of a 
has been the grand challenge 
like measuring the 
of sand down to the rest/ 
single grain.”



KANO STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING & 
PROTECTION AGENCY (KASEPPA)

No. 2, Durbin Katsina Road, Bompai, P.M.B. 3046, Kano

INVITATION TO BID

The Kano State Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, in it's 
continued effort to provide meanigful development projects to its teem­
ing populace, intends to carry out works under the Contracts for which 
this invitation for Prequalificaton is issued.
The Kano State Environm ental P lanning & Protection Agency 
(KASEPPA), hereinafter referred to as “the Employer,” calls for Bid­
ding from reputable Contractors for Continuation of Urban Road Project 
uner the'Phase V of the year 2001 Budget. The Projects are as fol- 
lows:-
CONTRACT DESCRIPTION
KUR16 Construction of KERD/Rail Line-SharadaRoad
KUR 18 Dualisation of Airport Road
KUR19 Dualisation of Ashton Road
KUR20 Construction of Abdu Sambo Road
KUR21 Rehibilitation of Sabon-Titi Road
KUR22 Rehabilitation of Bello R oad.
KUR23 Rehabilitation of Civic Centre Road
KUR24 Const, of N a’ibawa-Eastern Bypass Road
KUR25 Construction of Gwangwazo Roads & Drainages
i) Gwangwazo Road (ii) Dan’Agundi Road-Emirs Palace Road 
iii) Wajila - G/Doki - S/Kofa Road( i v) Kwalli - Dan’Agundi Link Road 
The works will include the construction of Culverts; the scarification 
and reconstruction of failed pavement sections, the provision of dou­
ble coat surfaced dressed Roads and Asphaltic carriagway, the repair 
of existing drainage structures and the provision of new drainage fa­
cilities.
Bidding is open to firms and voluntary formed joint ventures. Applica­
tions may be made for the bidding for one or more of the above Con­
tracts, eligible applications may obtain, between 2nd July - 12th July 
2001, the Bid documents from:- 
The Director,
Engineering Department,
K ano State E nvironm ental P lan n in g  & P rotection  A gency  
(KASEPPA), No. 2, Durbin Katsina Bompai Road, Tel: 064-630338 
Kano.
The request must clearly state in “request for Bid Document for the

The documents are available for a non-refundable cash payment of 
N50,000.00 only per Contract Document. One of the minimum require­
ments for qualification will be to have successfully carried, out, as 
Prime Contractor, at least two works of a nature and complexity equiva­
lent to the proposed works during the last five years. Submissios of 
Application for Bidding must be received in sealed envelopes, which 
must be etheir delivered by hand or by registered mail to:- 
The Director,
Engineering Department,
K ano State E nvironm ental P lann ing & P rotection  Agenc> 
(KASEPPA), No. 2, Durbin Katsina Road, Bompai, Kano. Tel:- 
064-630338 t
Not later than 12th July 2001 and be clearly marked “Application to
Prequalify for________________ Contract No.__________________ The
K ano S tate  E n v iro n m en ta l P lan n in g  and P ro tec tio n  Agencx 
(KASEPPA) reserves the right to accept or rejects late applications. 
Applicants will be advised, in due course of the results of their bids. 
AND ITS NOT BIDDING on the Employer to accept the lowest Bid.

Signed 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 

Kano State Environmental Planning &Protection Agency (KASEPPA)
Kano State

NIGERIAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIMITED

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 

OF OFFICE ACCOMMODATION FOR BUSINESS  

AND ON-LINE BILLING SYSTEM AT TELEPHONE

■ ■ ■ E x c h a n g e s  in

Nigerian Telecommunications Limited, in its on-going efforts to 
modernize services, has planned to improve customers care in 
Abuja with the provision of adequate Customer’s Service 
Buildings for business and on-line billing system at Telephone 
Exchanges in the Federal Capital Territory.

NITEL hereby invites Tenders from companies in the building 
construction industry to submit proposals for the project.

Interested Bidders are advised to-.

(I) Collect a slip from Tenders Secretariat, NITEL Corporate 
Headquarters, 2 Bissau Street, Off Herbert Macaulay 
Way, Wuse Zone 6, Abuja on presentation of Certificate of 
Incorporation and Current Tax Clearance Certificate.

(II) Pay a non-refundable Tender Fee of N25,000.00 to the 
Cashier at NITEL Corporate Headquarters, 2 Bissau 
Street, Off Herbert Macaulay Way, Wuse Zone 6, Abuja, 
and

(ill) Collect Tender Documents from the Tenders Secretariat 
on production of the receipt for non-refundable Tender 
fee.

Completed Tender Documents are to be submitted along with 
photocopies of the following documents:

- Current Tax Clearance Certificate vj

- Certificate of Incorporation

- Receipt for the payment of Tender fee

The Envelope should be sealed, waxed and marked at the 
top left hand comer“TENDER FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF OFFICE ACCOMMODATION FOR BUSINESS AND 
ON-LINE BILLING SYSTEM AT TELEPHONE EXCHANGES 
IN ABUJA” and addressed to:

The Secretary
Management Tenders Board 
N igerian Telecommunications Limited 
Corporate Headquarters 
2. Bissau Street, Wuse Zone 6,
ABUIA

To reach him not later than 12,00 noon on Friday, July 27, 2001.

Please note that NITEL is not bound to accept the lowest or any 
tenaer and tender sent by Courier or post will not be accepted.

N ITEL M A N A G E M E N T



Let’s develop our own software, 
Sanusi challenges banks

C en tra l Bank o f  
N igeria  (C B N ) 
G overnor, C h ie f 

Joseph  S anusi, has 
challenged bank directors to 
sponsor the development of 
a local software for general 
applications by banks in the 
country.

The governor, who was 
speaking at a sem inar for 
bank directors in Abuja, said 
with the level o f adoption of 
Information Technology (IT)

B \ O sb o rn e  A di JN R .

in banking services in the 
country, it is now time to 
have local softw are that 
would apply in the peculiar 
operational environment of 
the sector.

He decried the situation 
w here each and every 
individual bank go to Europe 
or the Americas to acquire its 
own different technology 
w ithou t recou rse  to  a

collective usage.
According to him, the 

time has come for everybody 
in the sector to sit down and 
b ra in sto rm  on the 

’ desirability o f a software that 
could  in te r- lin k  them  to 
make both intra and inter­
bank transactions easier and 
even cheaper.

“Let’s try to see if it is 
possible to develop local 
so ftw are  for general 
application in this sector that

Insurance is a misunderstood profession
- N I C O N M D

T he Managing Director 
o f NICON Insurance 
Coorperation, Ms P. 

M. G. Soares, has called on 
N ig erian s to  pa tro n ise  
insurance companies for the 
betterment o f the country.

Soares, who said that 
the su b -se c to r  is a 
misunderstood profession,

From Bright Ewulu, in Lagos

Adamu Ciroma, Finance Minister

called on the media to help 
in the needed enlightenment 
o f the mass o f Nigerians as 
far as insurance is concerned.

The Managing Director, 
who gave this view  in a 
welcome address during the 
open ing  cerem ony o f  a 
tra in in g  program m e 
organ ised  by N ICO N  in 
Lagos, urged all stakeholders 
in the sector to contribute in 
creating awareness in their 
various environments.

She said it has “been 
established that the level of 
awareness o f Insurance is 
very low. This being the 
case, it is the responsibility 
o f insurance practitioners to 
ensure that the practice of

in su rance  becom es 
understood.

“May 1 appeal to all 
in su rance  com panies to 
m ake, concerted  effo rts  
towards insurance education 
in Nigeria.”

The Com m issioner o f 
Insurance, C h ief O ladipo 
Bailey, who was the guest of 
honour at the occasion stated 
the readiness o f the Lagos 
S tate governm ent to 
con tinue  to support
in su rance  business in 
Nigeria.

Bailey thanked NICON 
for o rgan ising  such a 
programme, saying it’s in the 
overa ll in te rest o f  the 
national economy.

T he National Insurance 
C o m m i s s i o n  
(NAICOM) has set up 

a com m ittee  w hich is 
cu rren tly  rev iew ing  the 
Trustees Investment Act of 
1962.

N A IC O M ’s D irec to r 
(T echnical), Dr. (P rince) 
M ike Ikup o la ti, who 
disclosed this at a workshop 
in Lagos sta ted  tha t the 
ongo ing  rev iew  w as to 
update the contents o f  the 
act.

According to him, the 
need for the reform o f the act 
is overdue as some o f  its 
stipulations are inconsistent 
with current developments 
worldwide.

As he put it: “The 
investment act o f  1967 is 
currently being reviewed. 
T here  is a com m ittee  
working on it. And I believe 
very soon we will have a 
change in that law.”

Ikupolati, who delivered 
a lec tu re  titled : “ B asic 
Principles and Practice o f  
Insurance for M edia 
Practitioners,” stressed the 
need to update all archaic 
practices in the financial 
sector.

On the un iversa l 
banking phenomenon, the 
director stressed the need to 
ensure tha t N A IC O M

remains the only regulatory 
body in the insurance  
industry, saying that “there is 
no w ay C entral Bank o f 
N ig eria  or S ecu rity  and 
Exchange Commission can 
adequately regulate the sub­
sector.

Said he: “There is no 
way you can define banking 
business to inc lude  
insurance. They are two 
distinct businesses.”

He averred  tha t the 
insurance industry, banking- 
and capital market arc u..ee 
distinct businesses and that 
universal banking is simply 
a collaboration of these three 
sections o f  the financial 
sector.

The chartered insurer 
argued that our bank can 
operate insured business as 
a result o f  universal banking 
but that it should  be on 
agency basis, maintaining 
that none can operate in the 
industry  w ithout licence 
from NAICOM.

According to him, if this 
is done the nation’s financial 
sector would be boosted for 
the benefit o f all and sundry.

Meanwhile, the Nigeria 
Insurance Association (NIA) 
is currently campaigning to 
have a representative on the 
board of National Insurance ' 
Commission (NAICOM).

The secretary o f  NIA, 
Funmi Adeyemi, who stated 
this in a lecture in Lagos said 
the association has made 
rep resen ta tio n s to
government and NAICOM 
to no avail.

According to him, it is 
funny  tha t the genu ine 
practitioners in the industry 
could be excluded from the 
board o f a  regulatory body 
charge of its affairs.

Said he: “ Insurance  
companies co^^ibute over 
bo percent of ;ne income of 
N A ICO M  m ore than  95 
percent o f the provisions of 
insurance and N AICOM  
decrees re la te  so le ly  to 
them."

is leading in the application 
o f IT in the country.”

He suggested that this 
could be achieved through 
the assem blage  o f  the 
au c tio n ’s best b ra in s in 
software development, that 
are currently making gradual 
breakthrough in the field.

He said  it was even 
possib le  that i f  these 
softwares were developed, 
the products could even be 
exported  for foreign  
exchange earning.

B omo State command 
o f  the N ig eria  
Customs Service has 

reiterated its resolve to stamp 
out smuggling activities in 
the state, saying no amount 
o f intimidation or threat will 
torpedo this determination.

In its firs t pub lic  
sta tem en t fo llow ing  an 
attack  on its o ffice  in 
G am b o ru -N g a la  (on the 
b o rd er w ith  C am eroon) 
earlier this month by a gang 
suspected to be petroleum 
products smugglers and their 
supp o rte rs , the custom s 
command said it has stepped 
up its a n ti-sm u g g lin g  
operations and will go on 
undeterred.

In a chat with journalists 
in M aiduguri, the 
command's area comptroller, 
Alhaji Umar Musa Daura, 
said the customs service in 
the state has this year made 
27 seizures, 22 o f  w hich 
were of petroleum products

Customs poised 
to stamp out 
smuggling in 

Borno
From Abdullahi Bego, in Maidugiiri

w hile the rem aining five 
w ere o f  general goods, 
inc lu d in g  gra ins and 
veh ic les. The petro leum  
products, according to him, 
totalled 20,728 litres.

The customs men seized 
these products while their 
ow ners tried  to sm uggle 
them to the neighbouring 
C had and C am eroon 
republics.

It will be recalled that 
the Bomo State government 
has set up a panel o f inquiry 
into the mob attack on the 
customs office in Gamboru 
while four suspects have 
been arrested by the police 
and charged to court.

K en yan  b an k s su ffer  
from  bad  loans

T he situ a tio n  o f  
K en y a’s bank ing  
industry  is getting  

w orse as bad loans have 
increased by three percent to 
122.4 billion shillings (more 
than N 156 b illio n ), 
according to the People

Ugochukwu charges 
Niger Delta youths

Jubril Martins-Kuye, 
Minister o f  State fo r  Finance

T he Chairman, Niger 
Delta Development 
C o m m i s s i o n  

(N D D C ), C h ie f O nyem a 
Ugochukwu, has appealed to 
youths in the region to ensure 
peace in their respective 
sta tes, as no m eaningful 
developm ent can be 
achieved in an atmosphere of 
rancour.

He stated this at the Edo 
State S tak eh o ld e rs’ 
Consultative Forum, held in 
Benin City to make members 
o f  the NDDC board work 
h a n d - in -h a n d  w ith  the 
relevant concerns in all its 
programmes.

Ugochukwu, who said 
he was encouraged by the 
level o f relative calmness so 
far experienced in the area, 
urged the youths to keep it 
so and allow the commission 
the opportunity to empower 
them through programmes 
designed for them.

The chairman’s address, 
which was delivered on his 
b e h a lf  by the M anaging 
Director o f  NDDC, Engr. 
G odw in O w sene, said 
projects in the region would 
be measured for each o f the 
nine states through the level 
o f  th e ir  resp ec tiv e  oil 
production.

He, however, assured 
the Edo State stakeholders 
that every oil producing state 
in the country including the 
local governments would get

From Wisdom-Uduak Patrick,
in Port Harcourt

something, “no matter how 
small,” he vowed.

U gochukw u said  the 
reason for the stakeholders’ 
forum was to allow for full 
participation o f indigenes of 
the various communities in 
the N iger D elta in the 
iden tifica tio n , selec tion , 
design  and execu tion  o f  
projects to be sited in their 
localities.

He further stressed that 
NDDC was not created to

V’\ccj>
government’s constitutional 
responsibilities, but to work 
together with the Niger Delta 
people for “people -  oriented 
programmes.”

The NDDC chairm an 
also used the occasion to 
remind the stakeholders that 
the commission would not 
claim having solutions to the 
development of the areas, but 
implored the indigenes, who 
are better placed to tell, about 
their needs.

He stated further that the 
commission in the last six 
months has been involved in 
draw ing  up a w ork ing  
formula which include; the 
NDDC guidelines, master 
plan etc.According to him, 
“the major advantage o f the 
m aster plan is that there 
would be a time frame for the 
beginning and completion of 
each projects,” he stressed.

Daily in Nairobi.
The la tes t m onthly  

economic review issued by 
the Central Bank of Kenya 
ind ica ted  that the non­
performing loans accounted 
for 40.8 percent o f total loans 
and overdrafts.

At the end o f April this 
year, the bad loans reached 
101.5 billion shillings (more 
than 129 billion), the paper 
quoted the review as saying.

The high level of non­
p erfo rm ance loans is 
th rea ten ing  to b ring  a 
number o f  small banks to 
their knees, the paper said, 
adding  that the D elphis 
Bank, w hich was closed 
fo llow ing  excessive  
withdrawals by depositors 
last week, is now put under 
statutory management o f the 
Central Bank of Kenya.

The paper said  that 
another three banks are now 
in trouble too, and the steep 
rise in the level o f  non­
performing loans gives an 
indication o f a deteriorating 
economic performance.

A.ccotdm% to K.etvya’s 
F inance M in ister, C hris 
Okemo, the government has 
given banks a reprieve in the 
next two years b> allowing 
them to maintain 300 million 
shillings (more than N381 
m illion) as capitalisation 
instead o f the earlier figure 
o f  500 m illion  sh illin g s 
(more than N635 million).



Nigerian Stock Dealings (NSE)
P rice  L is t a s  at 2 9 /0 6 /2 0 0 1

COMPANY
OPENING

PRICE
CLOSING

PRICE CHANGE DEALS VOLUME VALUE

7UP 5.90 5.90 0.00 18 48,388 285,851.38
ACCESSBANK 1.15 1.20 0.05 6 53,100 61,315.00
AFRPRINT 1.05- 1.00 0.05 10 69,575 70,200.00
AFRIBANK 9.34 6.99 0.35 21 140,734 1,265,774.30
AGIP 32.00 31.99 0.01 37 73,823 2,373,211.45
AGLEVENT 1.18 1.18 0.00 2 4,000 4,720.00
AIICO 3.83 3.70 0.13 5 28,100 103,970.00
AP 19.34 19.34 0.00 16 18,377 355,411.18
ASHAKACEM 15.94 16.73 0.79 15 166,162 2,779,890.26
BATA 1 0.35 0.34 0.01 1 30,000 10,200.00
BCC 4.40 4.40 0.00 3 2,000 8,800.00
BERGER 2.78 2.85 0.13 16 86,108 229,720.20
C&ILEASING 1.37 1.37 0.00 4 145,000 196,650.00
CADBURY 26.00 25.50 0.50 70 • 241,702 5,964,122.80
CAP 3.30 3.30 0.00 6 21,300 70,290.00
CCNN 3.07 3.07 0.00 1 250 767.50
CFAO 2.25 2.25 0.00 11 2,116 4,761.00
CHARTERED 7.83 8.24 0.41 15 268,680 2,324,082.00
CMB 0.72 0.72 0.00 3 8,960 6,451.20
COOPBANK 2.14 2.14 0.00 4 459,000 982,260.00
CORNERST 1.80 1.80 0.00 1 2630 4,759.62
COSTAIN 1.49 1.42 0.07 1 5,000 7,100.00
CRUSADER 2.19 2.29 0.10 1 288,978 661,759.62
CUTIX 3.40 3.40 0.00 3 3,000 10,200.00
DELTGLAS 6.40 5.40 0.00 1 1,000 6,400.00
DNMEYER 15.40 16.10 0.70 9 103,322 1,642,821.20
DUNLOP 3.45 3.43 0.02 17 161,627 553,903.48
EKOBANK 1.71 1.79 0.03 4 74,800 132,276.00
EPICDYNAM 0.60 0.60 0.00 1 4,666 2,799.60
ETERNAOIL 1.07 1.12 0.05 3 82,000 91,640.00
EVANSMED 1.42 1.42 0.00 4 7,502 10,652.84
FIRSTALUM 2.75 2.62 0.13 39 1,596,796 4,248,166.50
FIRSTBANK 32.51 32.35 0.16 265 725,362 23,421,656.24
FLOURMIL 17.49 18.00 0.51 48 399,103 8,977,508.60
FSB 7.28 6.92 0.36 48 527,370 3,649,400.40
GUARANTY 5.70 5.70 0.00 21 331,995 1,892,371.50
GUINNESS 37.50 37.85 0.35 17 58,107 2,179,516.50
IGL 6.55 6.25 0.30 7 120,806 766,137.50
1MB 1.83 1.75 0.08 35 495,058 878,100.99
INLANDBANK 1.48 1.48 0.00 4 3,835 5,675.80
INTBREW 1.32 1.26 0.06 1 51,000 64,260.00
JBERGER 52.05 49.46 2.60 2 9,000 445,140.00
JOHNHOLT 2.76 2.63 0.13 5 61,932 162,899.57
JOSBREW 0.60 0.62 0.02 5 4,200 2,480.00
LAWUNION 1.53 1.57 0.04 13 1,038,064 1,549,696.00
LEVBROS 26.86 25.01 0.85 84 268,052 8,748.731.54
LIBERTY 2.22 2.22 0.00 1 3,000 6,660.00
LIONBANK 1.30 1.24 0.06 1 5,000 6,200.00
LONGMAN 6.00 5.80 0.20 4 5,200 30,200.00
MAY&BAKER 3.60 3.80 0.00 2 37,000 133,200.00
MOBIL 64.00 64.00 0.00 11 14,629 949,056.00
MORISON 4.29 4.29 0.00 1 1,000 4,290.00
NAL 5.17 5.42 0.25 44 1,684,656 9,130,646.36
NB 26.55 27.85 1.30 55 494,129 13,449,379.76
NBC 22.96 21.90 1.06 87 329,800 7,696,738.60
NCR 2.24 2.13 0.11 1 9,000 19,170.00
NEM 0.59 0.61 0.02 4 39,830 24,296.30
NESTLE 84.90 64.90 0.00 2 350 22,750.00
NIG-GERMAM 2.53 2.53 0.00 6 11,000 27,630.00
NIGERCEM 0.54 0.54 0.00 1 500 270.00
NIWICABLE 2.17 2.17 0.00 1 200 434.00
NNFM 12.00 12.00 0.00 1 240 2,880.00
NOLCHEM 49.17 46.72 2.45 9 1,889 88,254.08
OKOMUOIL 9.45 9.45 0.00 1 572 5,405.40
OWENABANK 3.77 3.77 0.00 13 42,501 160,228.77
PRESTIGE 2.55 2.55 0.00 3 3,220 8,211.00
PZ 14.80 14.12 0.68 33 202,908 2,933,092.49
ROYALEX 5.35 5.35 0.00 16 73,072 391,606.00
RTBRISCOE 1.35 1.35 0.00 1 200 270.00
SAVANNA 1.20 1.22 0.02 15 285,571 343,738.92
SCOA 2.01 1.91 0.10 5 11,600 22.156.00
SECASSURE 0.64 0.64 0.00 3 1,020,000 652,800.00
SKBEECHAM 2.65 2.62 0.13 10 47,900 121,872.00
TEXACO 85.00 64.00 1.00 11 10.290 662,471.00
TIB 2.80 2.66 0.14 7 129,861 345,430.26
TOTAL 65.00 65.00 0.00 12 19,252 1,226,784.50
TRADEBANK 1.04 1.04 0.00 1 5,445 5,662.80
TRIPLLEG 1.29 1.29 0.00 3 ' 4,000 5,160.00
UAC-PROP 2 .7 0 ' 2.70 0.00 27 694,000 1.885,020.00
UACN 3.75 3.61 0.14 62 393,083 1,414,721.05
UBA 12.62 12.75 0.23 148 1,574,013 19,846,453.02
UBN . 39.00 39.00 0.00. 121 305,913 11,888,858.88
UNIC 2.45 2.35 0.10 8 12,832 30,155.20
UNIDONDCON 15.97 15.80 0.17 6 20,700 326,980.00
UNIPETROL 52.25 49.64 2.61 7 7,598 379,421.52
UNTL 3.30 3.15 0.15 8 108,582 342,438.30
UPL 4.05 4.00 0.05 1 5,000 20,000.00
UTB 4.67 4.70 0.03 40 1,309,522 5,955,621.87
UTC 1.50 1.44 0.06 11 165,100 245,400.00
VANLEER 3.27 3.11 0.16 4 5,800 18,166.00
VITAFOAM 4.20 4.16 0.05 28 227,815 932,185.40
WAPCO 44.51 42.38 2.23 25 271,669 11,513,332.22
WAPIC 1.30 1.36 0.06 2 5,357 7,235.52
W EM A BA NK - 2.89 2.85 0.04 43 737,673 2,097,308.12
WTN 2.14 2.14 0.00 1 1,000 2,190.00

Nigerian Stock Dealings (NSE)
G a in ers/L o sers  as a t  2 9 /0 6 /2 0 0 1

Gainers
COMPANY OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE

NB 28.55 27.65 1.30
ASHAKACEM 15.94 16.73 0.79

DNYMEYER 15.40 16.10 0.70

FLOURMILL 17.49 18.00 0.51

CHARTERED 7.83 8.24 0.41

GUINNESS 37.50 37.85 0.35

NAL 5.17 5.42 0.26

UBA 12.52 12.75 0.23

CRUSADER 2.19 2.29 0.10

EKOBANK 1.71 1.79 0.09

WAPIC 1.30 1.36 0.06

ETERNAOIL 1.07 1.12 0.05

ACCESSBANK 1.15 1.20 0.05

LAWUNION 1.53 1.67 0.04

UTB 4.67 4.70 0.03

NEM 0.59 0.61 0.02

SAVANNA 1.20 1.22 0.02

JOSBREW 0.60 0.62 0.02

Losers
COMPANY O PENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE

UNIPETROL 52.25 49.54 2.51
JBERGER 52.06 49.46 2.60
NOLCHEM 49.17 46.72 2.45
WAPCO 44.61 42.38 2.23
NBC 22.96 21.90 1.06
PZ 14.80 14.12 0.69
FSB 7.28 6.92 0.36
AFRIBANK 9.34 9.99 0.35
IGL 6.55 6.25 0.30
VANLEER 3.27 3.11 0.16
UNTL 3.30 3.15 0.15
TIB 2.90 * 2.66 0.14
SKBEECHAM 2.65 2.52 0.13
BERGER 2.78 2.65 0.13
FIRSTALUM 2.75 2.62 0.13
JOHNHOLT 2.78 2.83 0.13
NCR 2.24 2.13 0.11
SCOA 2.01 1.19 0.10
NIC 2.45 2.35 0.10
IMB 1.93 1.75 0.08
COSTAIN 1.49 1.42 0.07
LIONBANK 1.30 1.24 0.06
UTC 1.50 1.44 0.06
INTBREW 1.32 1.26 0.06
AFRINT 1.05 1.00 0.05

Sum m ary o f  Transactions
DEALS VOLUME VOLliE No. OF COMPANIES

1,796 19,622,361 168,800,507.49 85

Source: NSE, Abuja Area Office

The bulls lost to the bears on Friday
Trading reports collected from Abuja Area Office o f the Nigerian Stock Exchange 

indicated that a total o f 18.62 million shares valued at N 168.60 million in 1.796 deals 
were traded on the floors o f the Nigerian Stock Exchange.

There were no transactions in the Industrial Loans/Preference Stocks sector and the 
Federal Go'. - T.nn*"t Develnnment stocks sector.
Price M ovem ent:

The bears won the bulls on the floor, with a total o f 18 companies gaining and 25 
losing in their share prices.

Gains were recorded in the Breweries. Building Materials, Chemical and Paint, Food/ 
Beverages & Tobacco, Banking, insurance and the Petroleum Marketing sub sector.

NB Pic led the price gainers, as it appreciated by 130 kobo to close the day at N27.85 
per share, followed by Ashakacem Pic. which appreciated by 79 kobo to close at N 16.73 
per share.

Other price gainers include DNMeyer (70 kobo); Flourmill (51 kobo); Chartered (41 
kobo): Guinness (35 kobo); NAL(25 kobo); UBA (23 kobo); Crusader (10 kobo); Ekobank 
(8 kobo): WAPIC (6 kobo) and Etemaoil and Accessbank (5 kobo apiece).

Loses were recorded in the Petroleum Marketing, Construction, Building Materials, 
Food/Beverages & Tobacco, Conglomerates. Banking, Industrial and Domestic' Product, 
Packaging, Textile, Healthcare, Chemical and Paint, Computer and Office Equipment and 
the Breweries sub sectors.

Unipetrol Pic led the price losers, crashing by 261 kobo to close at and N49.64 per 
share, followed by JBercr Pic, which lost 260 kobo, to close at N49.46 per share.

Other price losers include Nolchem (245 kobo); WAPCO (223 kobo); NBC (106 kobo); 
PZ (68 kobo); FSB (36 kobo); Afribank (35 kobo); IGL (30 kobo); Vanleer (16 kobo); 
UNTL (15 kobo) and TIB (14 kobo).
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P r i v a t i s a t i o n  u p d a t e
Eight firms 
jostle over 
Nigerdock

E ight foreign
com pan ies in the 
sh ipp ing  industry  

have indicated their interests 
to buy over Nigerdock Pic as 
C ore G ro u p /S tra teg ic  
Investors.

The companies include 
Spring F oun ta in  W est 
African Shipyard Limited, 
G lobal In tegra ted
C onstruc to rs N ig eria  
L im ited , H ecrem a and 
Kraemer A. S. A.

These companies have 
joined four other companies, 
which had earlier sent in 
their Expression of Interests 
(EO Is). They are G lobal 
Energy Company Limited, 
Navimor Consortium, Stolt 
Offshore S. A. and Coflexip 
Stena Offshore International.

A statement from BPE 
said the applications were 
received after the National 
C ouncil on P rivatisa tion  
(NCP) had approved the re­
advertisement for EOIs by 
prospective Core G roup/ 
Strategic Investors for the 
ship building company.

A ccord ing  to the 
bureau, the re-advetisement 
w as n ecessita ted  by an 
increase in the preferential 
allotment to core investors of 
up to 51 p ercen t equ ity  
interest in enterprises slated 
for privatisation.

The plan, the statement 
also said, was to divert 51 
p ercen t o f  the equity  in 
Nigerdock to a core group/ 
strategic investor with the 
rest shares go ing  to  the 
Nigerian public over a period 
o f time.

BPE further said that the 
re-advertisem ent for EOIs 
also  becam e necessary  
considering the need to make 
adequate  in fo rm ation  
av a ilab le  to p ro sp ec tiv e  
investors, especially on other 
investm en ts o f  the 
enterprise, which were not 
made available earlier.

T he BPE has given an 
insight into how the 
m anagem ent o f  

National Oil and Chemical 
C om pany (N O LC H EM ), 
befo re  its p riv a tisa tio n , 
p e rp e tra ted  fraudu len t 
practices in the operation of 
the accounts of the company.

BPE unfolds details of NOLCHEM fraud

Vice President Atiku Abuhakar, 
NCP Chairman

According to the bureau 
in a sta tem ent issued in 
A buja last week, M essrs 
Suleiman & Co., a firm of 
auditors, discovered during 
its in v estig a tio n s o f  the 
books of the company that 
there was poor management 
o f  accoun ts re liev ab le , 
ledger and credit, under­
p ro v ision  for bad and 
doubtful debt and massive 
abuse o f credit facilities.

The sum m ary o f  the 
report also indicated that 
there  w as defec tive
procurement procedure and 
high incidence o f leaking o f 
chemical products; lack o f 
board  au th o rity  over
accounts being operated, 
excessive con trac ting  o f  
credit facilities from banks 
beyond board and possibility 
o f  fraud due to n o n -  
reco n c ia lia tio n  o f  bank 
statements.

The auditors also found 
that the management could 
not reconciled its NNPC 
accounts and there was lack 
o f provision o f contingent 
liability for pending court 
cases. The management was

Stories by Osborne Adi JNR. I
| Business Editor \

also said to have committed 
questionable expenses on 
“p riv a tisa tio n ” and 
advertisement.

The fixed  assets 
management review showed 
that there was lack o f board 
sanction  fo r cap ita l 
ex pend itu re ; non ­
co m petitive  b idd ing  for 
assets o f unrequired assets 
and poor fixed  asse ts 
register.

A review of the general 
perform ance o f  both the 
board  and m anagem ent 
found the board wanting in 
the performance of its duties 
o f  passing  budgets and 
ensuring that tender boards 
function, while encouraging 
profit reporting at all costs 
and d isp lay in g  little  
consc io u sn ess  for cost 
saving.

Management on its part 
cap ita lised  on board 
deposition by sidetracking 
procedures to achieve its 
wishes.

F o llow ing  these 
findings and allegations of 
insider abuse by Coupetrol

the core  group in 
NOLCHEM now, the bureau 
said it will ask the auditors 
to m ake a form al 
presentation in the presence 
o f the affected parties.

Besides, copies o f the 
report will be sent to the 
cu rren t C hairm an  and

M anaging D irec to r o f  
NOLCHEM, issuing house, 
external auditors, form er 
company/board secretary of 
the company and possibly 
some members o f  the last 
board o f directors.

A ll the pa rtie s  
m entioned , inc lud ing

investigating auditors will be 
invited to a joint meeting for 
the formal presentation and 
consideration o f the report 
after they might have studied 
it and prepared  the ir 
resp o n ses , before
submission to the National 
C ouncil on P rivatisation  
(NCP).

FESTAC ‘77, NPM workers 
to get N325m salary arrears

T he Bureau o f Public 
Enterprises (BPE), is 
set to pay the sum of 

N325 million salary arrears 
o f  staffers o f  the N igeria 
Paper Mills, Jebba and those 
o f  FESTAC ‘77 H otel, 
Lagos.

BPE spokesman, Joseph 
Anichebe, said in Abuja that 
the proposed payment was a 
product o f  an agreem ent 
reached between the bureau 
and officials o f the National 
Union of Hotel and Personal 
S erv ices E m ployees 
(NUHPSE), to off-set the 
one year salary  areas o f  
FESTAC ‘77 workers which 
stood at N25 million.

The paym ent is,

how ever, h inged  on the 
execution o f a Memorandum 
o f U nderstanding (MOU) 
reached by both parties on 
June 19th 2001 and subject 
to verification and proper 
identification of all affected 
staff.

The workers o f Nigeria 
Paper Mills, who are owed 
over N300 million in salary 
arrears and benefits are also 
to be paid after an accounting 
firm assigned by the Federal 
M in istry  o f  Industries 
completes a manpower audit 
o f the company.

At the end of the audit 
exercise, the M inister o f  
Industry , C h ie f  K ola

Jam odu, is expected  to 
perso n a lly  superv ise  
payments.

Kola Jamodu, Minister o f Industry

BPE takes over 520 NITEL properties
T he Federal Ministry of 

Works and Housing 
has handed over 520 

Certificates of Occupancy (C 
o f O) in respect o f NITEL's 
landed properties across the 
country to the Bureau o f  
Public Enterprises (BPE).

The certificates were 
prepared by the ministry in 
response to a directive from 
President Obasanjo to raise 
the title documents before 
the p riv a tisa tio n  o f  the 
national carrier.

The p resid en tia l 
directive Came on the heels 
o f discovery that about 90 
percent o f NITEL properties 
Were without certificates of

occupancy, even after the 
Federal G overnm ent had 
given the end o f September, 
2001 as deadline for its sale.

In carry ing  out the 
p resid en tia l o rder, the 
ministry raised a task force 
comprising o f  its officials, 
those o f BPE and NITEL 
with a three, week period to 
complete the assignment.

The 11-m an task force 
led by Mr. M. M. U. Okolo- 
Ebube and coordinated by 
Mr. A. A. B adam asi, 
completed the assignment 
and handed  over the 
documents to BPE last week 
tw o w eeks ahead o f  
schedule.

Prior to the precurement 
o f  the 520 title documents 
last week, NITEL had only 
36 title s  out o f  its 573 
p roperties sca tte red  
nationwide. Arraignments 
are, however, on to complete 
the titles on the remaining 17 
properties.

At a brief handing-over 
ceremony, Minister o f State, 
W orks and H ousing, Mr. 
G arba A li M adaki, said 
desp ite  all the odds and 
difficulties o f preparing such 
a large num ber o f  
documents, the exercise was 
successfully completed.

Body wants IT 
agency for Nigeria

L-R: Malam \asir el-Rufai, D/G, B f 
I at a seminar on privatisation orvanis

E, Malam Idamu 
’dhvBPI r top

ance and Alhaji Mahmud Yayale Ahmed, Heo 
■ies at NICON Hilton Hotel. Abuja... recently.

I nternational Technology 
A ssoc ia tion  o f

N igeria  (ITAN) has 
canvassed for the setting up 
o f an information technology 
(IT) agency for N igeria  
w hile  u rg ing  P resident 
Olusegun Obasanjo to putin 
place such an agency.

ITAN which declared 
this in a communique signed 
by its president, Chris Uwaje 
at the end o f  its sem inar 
tagged “National Policy for 
Information Technology - 
C hallenges and
Opportunities for the Private 
Sector” believes that the 
above wil help advance the 
growth of the IT industry.

A ccord ing  to the 
association, there is apparent 
need for the creation o f an 
enabling environemnt and 
national IT infrasturure such 
as sta te  in fo rm ation  
infrastrutrue (SII) to link 
with the global information 
infrastructue (GII).”

It urged that this should 
be done im m ediately  to 
enable the country leap-frog 
the digital divide between us 
and the developed nations of 
the world.

Therefore, it campaigns 
that an IT bill should be sent 
to the N ational Assembly 
and necessary acts enacted in 
order to acheive the above

F ro m  B rig h t Evvulu, in Lagos

mentioned issues as well as 
estab lish  IT parks and
software corridors to top the 
ingenuity o f our resourceful 
IT professionals.

Am ong other th ings, 
ITAN asked that government 
should  ensure that m ost 
Nigerians become computer 
literate and that the products 
o f our indigenous software 
manufacturers are patronised 
by the th ree tie rs  o f  
government at the local, state 
and federal levels.

ITAN also declared that 
“ G overnm ent shou ld
estbalish IT departments in 
all government domains and 
its agencies and make IT j 
literacy compulsory at all 
school levels."

The body sta ted  its 
support for the achievements 
so far recorded  by the 
O b asan jo -led  federal I
goverm ent, saying that 
government should pursue it 
through to bring to reality its 
projections as encapsulated 
in its IT policy. I

It also stated that the 
policy should not be derailed I 
for any reason as its capacity I 
o f transforming Nigeria is I 
obvious, the seminar called I 
on governments to live up to I 
its promises.
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Star Ih
~WT W o w  would you  
K —K  like  to be 

J l J L  rem em bered?  
Does it bother you that 
y o u  co u ld  be 
remembered as the man 
who sold o ff  Nigeria?

W ell, yes. B u t I also 
k n o w  tha t w hat w e are 
d o in g  is r igh t. L o o k  at 
Tony B lair w ho  ju s t  w on 
ano ther tenure in Britain , 
w h a t h e ’s d o in g  is ju s t  
follow ing in the footsteps 
o f  fo rm er B ritish  P rim e

given to a lim ited num ber 
b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v e  a 
l im i te d  f r e q u e n c y  
spectrum . So, it’s not like 
you  can license 20 G SM  
operators, you d o n ’t have 
so  m a n y  m e g a b i ts  o f  
s p e c t r u m . F o r  e a c h  
opera to r to  p rov ide  good 
s e r v ic e  r e q u i r e s  a 
m a x im u m  o f  f iv e  
m e g a b its  o f  sp e c tru m . 
F o r  e a c h  o p e r a to r  to  
p ro v id e  g o o d  s e rv ic e  
req u ires  a m in im u m  o f

Nasir Ahmad el-Rufai 
Enterprises
M in is te r ,  M a r g a r e t  
T hatcher. N ow  B rita in  is 
e n jo y in g  it  b u t  w h e n  
T h a tc h e r  s ta r t e d  th e  
changes in the  80s, a lot 

fo f  them  caflecf her nam es. 
'S e s ,  fh a 't 's 'i f te .  ^ o ,  

peop le  m ay  no t support 
p r iv a t i s a t io n  in i t i a l ly  
because  they  believe it is 
ju s t  a g am e to  tra n sfe r  
governm ent assets to rich 
p eo p le . B u t f iv e  to  10 
years from  now , I th ink  
p e o p le  o f  N ig e r ia  w ill 
thank President O lusegun 
O b a s a n jo  a n d  V ic e -  
P r e s id e n t  A tik u  
A b u b a k a r  fo r  in s is tin g  
th a t  th is  p ro g ra m m e  
s h o u ld  b e  d o n e . A n d  
m ay b e , th en , th ey  w ill 
look  at m e w ith  k in d er 
eyes instead o f  saying that 
[ am  the m an that sold the 
fam ily ’s silverspoon.

But some people have 
p o in te d  out th a t that 
would amount to giving  
things to a few  people, 
lik e  h av in g  p r iv a te  
monopolies?

W e ll, y o u  se e , th e  
G S M  opera tion  m ust be

environm ent changes the 
N i g e r i a n  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
C om m ission  (N C C ) can 
license m ore  as long as 
opportun ities are there. I 
d o n ’t th ink  it’s a problem  
i f  w e start w ith  the four.

A n o th e r  f a c to r  th a t 
n eed s  to  be  ta k e n  in to  
accoun t in licensing  the 
opera to rs is that, i f  you  
lic e n se  to o  m an y , y o u  
m ake the  sec to r also  be 
unattrac tive  to  investors.

Y o u  k n o w , 
i n v e s t o r s  
n e e d  a 
m i n i m u m  
le v e l  o f
p r o t e c t i o n .  
So, you  have 
to  s t r ik e  a 
b a la n c e  you  
know.

But on the 
whole, I think 
t h e 
g o v e rn m e n t 
is  a ls o
look ing  very  
c lo s e ly  a t 
c o m p e tit io n  
a n d  a n t i -  
m o n o p o l y  
is s u e s .  W e 
have tried  in 
e a c h  s e c to r  
tha t w e have 
p riv a tised  to  
e n s u r e  th a t  
th e r e  is 
com p etitio n . 
T h a t ’s w h y  
a s  w e  a re

Director-General, Bureau o f  Public p r i v a t i s i n g
N IT E L , w e

five to  10 m egabits th a t’s 
all. So, the  num ber w as 
d e te rm ined  a fte r tak ing  
th is  in to  co n sid e ra tio n . 
T h e  n u m b e r  id e a l ly  

show er tfave been z tT o r 
V a \  n o w  Nr\s\fe  ^  

f r e q u e n c y  s p e c t ru m  
limitation.

W ell, 1 th ink, four is 
okay, m ost coun tries in 
the w orld  have betw een  
tw o and  five o r six you

are push ing  forw ard w ith 
the licensing o f  operators. 
T he governm en t is also  
going  to  license a second 
N e tw o rk  o f  C a r r ie r s  

s o m e tim e  rrfrsr year o r

looking at com petition  in 
every  sector.

B u t in  a d d itio n  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  is  a ls o  
e s ta b lish in g  a s te e r in g  
c o m m it te e  o n

What is im portan t is that 
whoever buys it will turn it 
round and invest more lines 
and that Nigerians will benefit 
in the long run. The money is 
a once off payment, it goes into 
the treasury and i t ’s spent in 
one year.

know, that have a national 
coverage. I th ink  four is 
o kay  fo r us, m aybe w e 
shou ld  have done m ore 
bu t i t ’s a fast chang ing  
t e c h n o lo g y .  A s  th e

NITEL’s privatisation i
The Director-General o f  Bureau o f  Public Enterprises (BPE) and Secreti 
(NCP), Mallam Nasir Ahm ad el-Rufai is the man on whose shoulder the en, 
with our Senior Business and Economy Reporter, Bright Ewulu, el- Ru)
disposition bares his mind on a wide-range o f  issues including the on-g( 
Limited (NITEL), the Global System o f  Mobile Communication (GSM) op 
future Telephone charges and the controversies being generated by the prv  
to  lo o k  a t th e  g e n e ra l

com petition and anti-trust 
reform . T hat com m ittee  
w as in augura ted  b y  the 
V ice-President on the 18th 
o f  June. You know  every  
stakeholder is represented

co m p e titio n  issu es  and  
prevent m onopolies from  
com ing  up. I th ink  every  
e ffo rt is b e in g  m ade to 
anticipate these problem s 
and tack le  them . A nd  o f  
c o u rs e ,  it is  a h u m a n  
s y s te m , y o u  c a n ’t b e  
perfect, y o u  ca n ’t w in  all 
the tim e. So there  w ill be 
p rob lem s here  and  there , 
bu t as they  arise, I th ink  
i f  there  is the w ill, they  
w ill be addressed .

What about the CIL, 
GSM License issue, will 
some other companies 
replace them?

I th ink  the position  o f  
the governm ent is that the 
C IL  L ic e n s e  w a s  
reco v ered  b ecau se  they  
d id n ’t co m p ly  w ith  the 
rules that w ill be bundled  
a lo n g  w ith  th e  S eco n d  
N e tw o r k  C a r r ie r s  
L icense. B ecause  fo r the  
Second N etw ork C arriers 
to  com pete  in the  sam e 
fo o tin g  w ith  N IT E L , it 
s h o u ld  h a v e  a m o b ile  
L icense  like N IT E L , in 
add itio n  to  b ro ad  fixed  
w ir e d  l in e s  a n d  th e  
w ire le ss  licen se . S o , it 
o u g h t  to  h a v e  e v e ry  
L icense tha t N IT E L  has.

So, it w as p rov idence  
th a t a c tu a lly  led  to  the  
a v a i l a b i l i ty  o f  th a t  

License, rtfiihfc tffat is trfe 
p osition , &t&oo?grvm'are. 
not involved  in that, bu t I 
th in k  i t ’s th e  c o r r e c t  
position . A nd  tha t is the 
righ t position . So, w e are 
go ing  to  end up w ith  four 
o p e r a to r s  (G S M  
O p e r a to r s )  a l th o u g h  
initially w e w ill only  start 
w ith  tw o o r th ree, tha t is, 
N IT E L  and  tw o others.

S om e experts  are  
complaining against the 
p ro p o se d  ch arges o f  
N30 per minute by the 
GSM  operators. They 
fe e l i t ’s expensive and 
that may keep phones 
b eyon d  the reach  o f  
most Nigerians? Is the 
government bothered by 
this?

O f  c o u r s e ,  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  b e  
b o th e re d  w h e n  p r ic e s  
a p p e a r to  be h igh . T he 
g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  b e  
bothered and I think N CC

The Director-General o f  the Bureau o f  Public Enterprises (B, 
Mallam Nasir Ahmad el-Rufai, with (L-R) Mr. Joe Anichebe, D 
Rufai, Director General, (BPE) and Member/Secretary Nation 
National Co-ordinating Communications Counsultants and M
as  a r e g u la to r  h a s  a com e dow n, it w ill com e dow n.
responsib ility  to  regulate 
that and I ’m sure they will 
do it at the  ap p ro p ria te  
tim e.

B ut hav ing  said, that, 
let m e state that those that 
are say ing  N 30 is beyond 
the reach o f  N igerians are 
no t be ing  honest because 
G S M  is n o t fo r  e v e ry  
N ig e r ia n ,  it  is  d ig i ta l  
technology , w e g o t $285 

m illion from  those people

M a y b e  th e  tw o  o p e r a to r s  a re  
p roposing  th a t target because  they 
th in k  N IT E L  w ill n o t co m e  on 
s tream , b u t th e y  w ill co m e  on 
stream . W e ju s t opened  the b id  for 
th e ir  ro ll o u t tw o  days ago . So, 
co m p e titio n  w ill b rin g  the  price 
dow n.

Secondly, N igerians have other 
a lte rna tives an d  G S M  is no t the 
on ly  a lternative. F ixed  lines from  
N IT E L  is an  a lte rn a tiv e , o th e r  

o pera to rs are  th ere  and  th ey  are

Nasir Ahmad el-Rufai (Director-General), BPE (R) and Tija,
and  they  have to  recover o f f e r in g  c h e a p e r  s e rv ic e s .  A:
their m oney. B ut as long com petition  com es, these service:
as you  have com petition , will becom e m ore efficient and thei
the  p rice  w ill c e rta in ly  p rices w ill go dow n. So, there  wil
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terview
ay yield $2 billion -  el-Rufai

/Member o f  National Council on Privatisation 
’ privatisation programme falls. In this interview 
in his usual humble, articulate and intellectual 

privatisation o f  Nigeria Telecommunications 
itors, the withdrawn license from C.I.L. Limited, 
isation programme, and lots more. Excerpts:

sm atives fo r peop le  to  choose 
im “w ater w ill find its ow n level” 
they  say. T he N IT E L  analog  
rork  is no t be ing  shut dow n, it 

11 be there. It w ill be cheaper than 
>M phones. In  the U .K . today  
;re is analog and as w ell as GSM . 
id som e peop le  choose  analog. 
>M really  offers you  very  little 
vantage over the analog or GSM , 
long as it w orks. T he issue is to 
Ice it w ork. I th ink N IT E L ’s plan 

o continue to expand their analog

the best three bidders that 
have p rop o sed  financing  
it  w il l  b e  in v i te d  fo r  
fu rther nego tia tion  o f  the 
p r ic e s ,  o m is s io n s  a n d  
f in a n c in g  te rm s . A n d  
th e n , w e w ill tak e  o u r 
recom m endation  straight 
to  th e  p re s id e n t  fo r  a 
d ec ision . So, it w ill be 
d e c id e d  q u ic k ly .  T h e  
p residen t is w aiting  and  
the team  is w orking round 
th e  c lo c k  to  f in is h  its  
work.

H ow  soon  with  
NITEL be privatised?

I th ink  w e w ill m eet 
the deadline o f  privatising 
N IT E L  p re tty  soon  and 
p r o v id in g  th e  G S M  
service. W e are doing our 
best. A t the end o f  the day 
everything is in the  hands 
o f  G od b u t w e are do ing  
o u r  b e s t to  e n s u re  its  
realization . So far, I w ill

criticized and that I w ould 
b e  a b u s e d . B u t I a lso  
knew  tha t I w ou ld  take it 
a n d  I w i l l  m o v e  o n . 
B ecau se  w h a t is in  the  
in terest o f  N igerians w ill 
p re v a il . A n d  as I sa id  
before , five to  10 years 
from  now  w hen the result 
o f  w hat w e are doing now  
m a n i f e s t s ,  I th in k  
N igerians w ill thank  the 
leadership and som e o f  us 
fo r  w h a t w e  a re  d o in g  
n o w . T h e  c r i t i c s  c a n  
con tinue, I can  take  the 
heat! O n ce  in  a  w h ile , 
w hen  they  abuse m e tw o 
o r three tim es, I will abuse 
th em  once and  life  w ill 
continue. T hose  that are 
ca llin g  fo r m y  rem o v al 
s h o u ld  c a l l  f o r  m y  
rem oval m ore often, that’s 
p art o f  the  d iv idends o f  
democracy. A nd I can also 
call fo r th e ir  deporta tion

an tic ipa ted  these delays 
w o u ld  happen. In fact, i f  
w e  h a d  a t im e ta b le ,  
w hich  w as aggressive  in 
the first p lace, the  delays 
m ay  even  be w orse.

W e k eep  try in g , w e 
t r y  to  a c c e le r a te  th e  
p ro g ra m m e  as f a s t  as 
possib le  bu t w e are  no t 
g o in g  to  d o  so  in  
con tem pt o f  court o rders 
o r  d ire c tiv e s  fro m  o u r 
superio rs to  exp la in  th is 
sto ry  o r tha t story.

How much does BPE 
hope to g e t fro m  the  
privatisation o f  NITEL?

W e ll, w e  h a v e  o u r  
e y e s  o n  c lo s e  to  $2 
billion. A h, o f  course, the 
f in a l  f ig u r e  w i l l  b e  
determ ined by the m arket 
because you  m ay w ant to 
s e l l  y o u r  c a r  f o r  N 1 
m illio n  b u t u n le ss  you  
find a person that is ready 
to  pay  N1 m illion , you  
c a n n o t g e t the  m oney . 
You see w e are hopefu l 
th a t  in  s p i te  o f  th e

the bids pu t forw ard by 
th e  co n ten d in g  core  
investors but on their 
capacities?

Y e s , th e  te c h n ic a l  
capacity, the com m itm ent 
to  invest several m illion  
lines o v er the  nex t four 
years is m ore im portant to 
u s  th a n  th e  m o n e y . 
B ecau se  it is lin es  tha t 
N igerians need. The lines 
th a t  w il l  e n e rg is e  th e  
e c o n o m y  a n d  m a k e  it 
p roductive  and  efficient. 
I t’s m ore  im portan t than 
the m oney. It w ill ju s t  go 
into the  treasu ry  as I said 
and  be  spent in one  year. 
A n d  y o u  w o n ’t e v e n  
rem em ber w hat you  did  
w ith  it. B u t i f  N IT E L  
w o rk s  v e ry  w e ll  a n d  
people can get telephones 
w i th in  24  h o u r s  a t 
affo rdab le  cost, then , w e 
w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  life  
m ore com fortable for our 
people.

There were talks that 
your organisation was

and Member/ Secretary, National Council on Privitisation, 
> Director; Public Affairs, (BPE), Mallam Nasir Ahmad el- 
ouncil on Privitisation (NCP), Mr Nn ’emeka Maduegbuna, 
ie Ogundele o f  the Comet Newspaper. 
choices, and as long as you have u n necessarly  w orried . I

believe by the tim e all the 
s y s te m s  a re  in  p la c e ,  
v a rio u s  cu s to m e rs  w ill 
se lec t w hat su its  them . 
S o m e b o d y  th a t  n e v e r  
le a v e s  L a g o s ,  fo r  
in s ta n c e , a n d  n e e d s  a 
m o b i le  p h o n e  w i th in  
L agos can  go  and  get a 
m ulti-L ink  phone. B ut i f  
he travels, ou tside L agos 
S ta te  he  m ay  n eed  the  
s e r v ic e s  o f  a n o th e r  

c o m p a n y  th a t  
c o u ld  s e rv e  h is  
purpose so people 
w il l  m a k e  th e ir  
choices.

W hat abou t 
N I T E L  ’ s 
p r iv a t i s a t io n ?  
I ’m referring to 
the recen t 
bidding?

T he bids w ere 
o p e n e d  on  
W e d n e s d a y  a n d  
th e r e  is  an  
e v a lu a tio n  team  
curren tly  looking  

| a t th e  p ro p o sa ls  
and  m ak in g  sure 

j th a t n o th in g  has 
I been  om itted  and 
I that they (bidders) 

Abdullahi, BPE Director o f Operations are  all quo ting  on

rork and target the low -incom e th e  s a m e  b a s is .  
)up  and  it’s the  righ t strategy. H opefully , w e w ill have 
T here  is n o th in g  w rong  w ith  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th a t  

it. I th in k  p eo p le  are  g e ttin g  evaluation  and  then,

Front (R-L) Nasir Ahmad el-Rufai, BPE Director 
Operations and I.S. Nijiddah BPE Director, Council

-General, Tijani M. Abdullahi, BPE Director o f  
Affairs.

say, so good.
What do you want to 

tell your critics?
M y  c r i t i c s ?  I h a v e  

no th ing  to  te ll them . M y 
jo b  is a difficult one and I 
m u s t  h a v e  c r i t i c s .  
B e c a u se  w e  a re  d o in g  
s o m e th in g  th a t  m a n y  
peop le  d o n ’t ag ree w ith. 
W e are  do ing  som eth ing  
that rem oves opportunity  
fo r theft and  ren t seeking 
for m any people. So, they 
will attack us using  m any 
guises. T hey  w ill accuse 
us o f  o n e  th in g  o r  the  
o th e r to  h ide  the fact that 
they  have been  stealing  
fro m  th e se  c o m p an ie s , 
and  w e are  tak ing  these 
c o m p a n ie s  a w a y  fro m  
th e m . A n d  s o o n  th e  
s te a l in g  w il l  b e  o v er. 
B efore I to o k  the  Job I 
k n e w  I w o u ld  b e

from  N igeria because that 
is a lso  p a rt o f  m y  ow n 
d iv idends o f  dem ocracy  
(laughter).

But when one looks 
at the entire privatisation 
programme it seems you  
are behind schedule?

You see, w e are do ing  
o u r best to  catch  up, but 
w hen you have opposition 
a t e v e ry  c o rn e r , w h en  
peop le  take  you  to  court 
to  stop you. W hen people 
go to the leadership to tell 
one rum our o r the o ther 
tha t you  have  to  explain , 
th e re  a re  b o u n d  to  be  
d e la y s . A n d  th e s e  a re  
som e o f  the  reasons w hy 
w e have had  delays and 
s l ip p a g e s . B u t w e  a re  
doing our best to catch up. 
W e w e re  u n d e r  no  
i l lu s io n s  th a t  th is  w as 
go ing  to  be  easy, so w e

w e a k n e s s e s  in  th e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
m a rk e t, w e  w ill  g e t a 
go o d  p rice  fo r  N IT E L . 
B ut you  see the m oney  
that w e are going  to  raise 
f ro m  N IT E L  is  n o t  
im p o r ta n t .  W h a t is  
im portant is that w hoever 
buys it w ill tu rn  it round  
and invest m ore lines and 
that Nigerians will benefit 
in  th e  lo n g  ru n . T h e  
m o n e y  is  a o n c e  o f f  
paym ent, it goes into the 
treasu ry  and i t ’s spent in 
one year.

B u t th e  lo n g - te rm  
b en efits  N ig e rian s  w ill 
r e a l iz e  f ro m  N IT E L ’s 
p rivatisa tion  is w hat w e 
think people should focus 
on.

Which means your 
agency is not looking at

having problem s with 
the S e c u r ity  an d  
Exchange Commission 
(SE C ) over certa in  
issu es  in the  
p r i v a t i s a t i o n  
program m e. A re  you  
s t i l l  h av in g  th ese  
problems?

N o , n o , no  I d o n ’t 
th ink  w e are  hav ing  any  
p ro b le m s  w ith  S E C . 
T here had  been delays in 
g e ttin g  ap p ro v a l to  lift 
tech n ica l su sp en sio n  o f  
s h a re s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  
p rivatised  o r one th ing  or 
another. B ut I th ink those 
issues have been  sorted  
out as far as I know , I am  
n o t aw are o f  any  serious 
p ro b lem . W e h av e  had  
d e la y s  in  th e  p a s t, b u t 
m ost o f  them  have been 
c leared  out.
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T o some extent, we 
know what happens 
w hile we live, but 

nobody has ever died and 
return to share his or her 
experience of death with the 
living. Hence, when people 
are in a vehicle, they caution 
the drivers, they pray and 
sing praises to the Almighty, 
so that an accident would not 
occur. In various other ways, 
people confront nature to 
avoid death. Yet this 
phenom enon abounds. 
Death is living, and its life is 
longer than that of man, and 
when man is confronted with 
this reality, there is no turning 
back.

Today, many people are 
engaged in the business o f 
producing coffins, which are 
used to convey the body of 
the deceased to the cem ­
etery.

For those who are into 
the business, what are the 
im plications o f  producing 
coffins to service the dead? 
Could death be the constant 
wish o f some people who 
find economic value in it? Be­
hind every business venture, 
there is a motivation. It may 
be profit or ease of proprietor­
ship or even a certain factor 
located in previous life or 
business experiences or any 
other thing. But what are the 
motivations in the business 
o f producing coffins to ser­
vice the dead, humanitarian, 
interest, profit or what?

Mr. Alex Okpebileye is a 
carpenter who specialises in 
the production o f coffins. He 
hails from Nnokwa village In 
Idemili Local Government 
Area o f Anambra State. He 
lives in Karmo, satellite town 
o f the FCT w here his 
w orkshop is located. Mr 
O kpebileye is o f  average 
height and fair in complexion.

37- year-old Alex is mar­
ried with four children, two 
boys and two girls. He

I couldn’t go beyoUd second­
ary education. For obvious 

Ireason of lack of finance. He 
shared his history and expe­
riences with Daily Trust.

“I have suffered a lot. In 
fact, I was just nine months 
old when I lost my father and 
mother. We are five altogether 
in my family, four boys and 
one girl. But the girl is dead 
now. So, only four of us are 
left. One is in Abuja here with 
me. two are at home in Idemili, 
Anambra State. I am the l^st 
bom of my family.

Alex told Daily Trust that 
he could not be regarded as 
only a carpenter. He had 
knowledge of furniture pro­
duction. He can produce 

Ichairs. beds and a host of 
other household furniture, 
but he chose to produce 
only coffins and he found 
strong justification for it.

He said: “ I d o n 't see 
anything bad in producing 
coffins. Some people say 
they fear the sight o f coffins

He makes coffins for a living
By Yakubu Ozohu- 

|_______ Suleiman________ |
and some say it causes 
nightmares. I believe that 
only the sinner would fear a 
coffin. Death is a must. I 
personally am not afraid of

course she was courageous 
enough to remain with me. 
(Paused and asked D aily  
Trust “Is it necessary to tell 
you everything?” “Go ahead 
please,” Daily Trust replied.)

He continued: “There

back into glass business 
again because I was afraid 
that if I buy them, they might 
get broken again.”

Alex stated that he 
couldn’t know what exactly 
informed his decision to pro-

do not sell coffin.
“There was even one day 

when my colleague here sold 
seven coffins, just in a day! 
The only problem  is that 
many people do not like buy- 

coffin on Sundays,

Mr. A lex  Okpebileye in his workshop
death because I know I do 
not have any skeleton in my 
cupboard.”

Many people fear death, 
and as such, anything asso­
ciated with it tends to gener­
ate nightmares. If this is true, 
then what was it that moti­
vated Alex into the business 
o f  producing coffins and 
even specializing in it?

“ It is a long story,” he 
said. “But I will tell you. You 
see, I used to sell glasses 
such as mirror, window lou­
vers etc , but I had a very bad 
experience then. One day, I 
went to the market to pur­
chase my items i.e. glasses. 
After returning from the mar­
ket, I kept my items in the 
store I'he following day I 
came : ick to the store and 
fount; ome o f the glasses 
brok Ah! I couldn’t see 
any i son why they were 
broke i No thief, nothing. 
Then I packed the remaining 
ones and kept them outside 
the store. Suddenly I saw 
them breaking just like that 
again. What was it? I didn’t 
know (Went inside his work­
shop and brought some 
pieces of broken glasses to 
show Daily Trust). Three 
days later, my wife, who was 
pregnant becam e sick. I 
quickl> took her to the hos­
pital, that is, Garki hospital. I 
spent money. In short, that 
was v>!iere my money got 
finished.* All my business 
monev My wife was oper­
ated on. Although both my 
child tad my wife survived 
the operation , I lost the 
whole of my money to that 
sickness to the extent that I 
was begging on the streets 
before I could eat. In short, 
my w i fe knew about it, but of

was a time when my wife was 
sick and somebody gave me 
N 5 ,000 to give to her. Instead 
I used it to buy planks and 
constructed a coffin. And 
you know what? The follow­
ing day somebody came and 
bought the coffin at N10, 
000.00. That was where I 
started from.”

Alex told Daily Trust that 
he did not learn carpentry or 
furniture works, but he just 
made a bold attempt at it and 
succeeded. In his words: “It 
was simply a miracle from the 
Almighty. But why would 
Alex abandon his initial glass 
trade, and why couldn’t he 
have chosen another line of 
business instead o f coffin 
production?

He told Daily Trust that 
he was frightened by the 
manner in which his glasses 
got broken despite his safe 
arrival from the market. He 
said: “I didn’t want to go

duce coffin with the money 
he was supposed to have 
given his wife. All he knew 
was that the horrific experi­
ence at that time guided his 
thoughts to things that 
arouse emotions. He noted 
that even his wife objected 
to his decision to take on the 
business o f producing cof­
fins.

“And right now, I derive 
my livelihood from death.” 
Alex said amidst laughter. 
“But you know I am not the 
one who created death. It is 
the Alm ighty and it must 
happen. A lthough I don’t 
pray for it, but when it hap­
pens, we get customers.” He 
added.

This brings us to the is­
sue of patronage. It is indeed 
a clear fact that people die 
every second, every hour 
and every day. Alex noted 
that there was no day when 
either himself or his colleague

M ondays and Tuesday. 
Sales normally begin from 
Wednesday. The reason is 
that some people said that 
they don’t like to begin their 
week with problem.”

But what happens when 
someone dies on Sunday, 
Monday or Tuesday? Alex 
replied that there are many 
mortuaries in Abuja where 
bodies can be kept till time 
so desired by their owners.

In terms of public per­
ception, Alex informed Daily 
Trust that many people had 
expressed disapproval o f his 
business, with majority sug­
gesting some other busi­
nesses. But Alex bared his 
mind: “It is a money matter. 
You know the production of 
coffin cannot be awarded as 
contract to me, but 1 can get 
contract for other furniture. 
So, if I have money, I can 
start producing other furni­

ture. But I cannot leave the 
business o f  producing cof­
fins. The business is good 
and I am making money from 
it.”

It is certain that every 
businessman wants to pros­
per. Prosperity in business 
comes either in the form of 
how many paid contracts 
one is able to win within a 
relatively short time or how 
much volume o f sales are 
made, if  producing items. 
Alex, as a business man is not 
an exception. How does he 
ensure high turnover in his 
sale o f coffins?

Alex told Daily Trust that 
he actually wanted plents 
sales, since that was his 
source of livelihood, but that 
he never prayed many people 
would die so that his busi­
ness w ould flou rish  .He 
added that he does not go 
around to source for custom­
ers but had earlier introduced 
his business to hospitals. 
His display also helps in at­
tracting customers.

A highly profitable busi­
ness, Alex informed Daily 
Trust that the prices o f cof­
fins range between N8,000.00 
to N 25,000.00 and more, de­
pending on the quality. In 
one week, he said he could 
sell about three or four cof­
fins.

If within one week, a 
dealer sells four coffins at not 
less than N 8,000.00, he would 
certainly make a gross in­
come o f N 32,000.00 for that 
week. If this were estimated 
for one m onth period, it 
would translate to N128. 
000.00 in a month!

Who then says there is 
something wrong with the 
business o f coffin making? 
Today, Alex is quite happy 
with his circumstances. He 
has vowed never to leave the 
business of coffin making. In 
his words: “When I die, I 
have my coffin on stand-by.”

Polishing a fin ish ed  coffin Pix by Felix Onigbinde
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Wayas makes case for legislators
s ~ ~ — ....econd Republic Senate 

President, Dr. Joseph 
Wayas, has advocated 

for the professionalising of 
the country’s legislative arm 
o f  governm ent even as he 
urged Nigerians to be patient 
with the present democratic 
experim ent, especially the 
legislative arm which has been 
com atose for the past 15 
years.

Delivering a paper at a 
national con ference  on 
‘Constituency relations” in 

Kaduna, last Thursday, said 
m ost s tab le  dem ocracies 
across the world had made 
their legislation a professional 
career.

In the  paper en titled : 
Legislator, public policy and 

constituency relations,” Dr. 
W ayas s ta ted  tha t the

F r o m  D a r e  O y e w o le ,
in Kaduna

benefits accruing as a result 
o f this measure cannot all be 
enumerated.

Chief Pius Anyim
A ccording to him , the 

duties o f the legislators are 
such that affect every facet 
o f the lives o f the citizenry.

FG establishes three agricultural 
companies in Bauchi

I n its bid to eliminate the 
increasing  p rices o f  
foodstuff, the Federal 

G overnm ent w ill soon 
establish three agricultural 
companies in Bauchi State. 
The com pan ies w ill be

By M u s ta p h a  I s a h  K w a ru

Vice-President Atiku Abubakar 
responsible for collecting the 
agricultural produce from 
farmers for sale to the public 
at a cheap price.

According to the Voice of 
A m erica  (V O A ) H ausa 
service broadcast monitored 
in A buja , the chairm an , 
B auchi S tate H ouse o f

He said of all the three arms 
o f government, the duties o f 
the legislature are more critical 
to the operation and survival 
o f democracy than the other 
two arms.

“ The ex ecu tiv e  and 
judiciary can subsist under 
the m ost b ru ta l o f  
dictatorships but this is not 
so with the legislature,” he

pointed out.
Highlighting the roles 

o f  the le g is la tu re  in 
preserving and sustaining 
the present democracy, he 
m aintained that w ithout 
this arm o f governm ent, 
democracy can hardly be 
said to exist.

He, however, urged the 
present corp o f legislators 
to avoid acts which tend to 
b rin g  th is  tim e-te s ted  
bastion o f democracy into 
disrepute.

Gowon urges Nigerians to repent
F orm er Head o f  State, 

General Yakubu Gowon 
(rtd), last week took a 

ph ilosoph ical look at the 
numerous problems confronting 
the country and declared that 
Nigerians should turn to God for 
her past glory to be restored.

Gen. Gowon a ttribu ted  
problems bedevilling the nation 
to sins committed by Nigerians 
in high and low places.

From  Samson Ojo, in Lagos

The ex-head o f state was 
delivering a lecture at the Rev. 
(D r.) Sam uel O lusegun 
Odunaike Memorial Lecture 
2001, organised by the Four

Kwara students berate 
assembly over scholarship

N

A ssem bly  C om m ittee  on 
Agriculture, Alhaji Adamu 
Abdu Toro, disclosed that the 
three companies were given 
d iffe ren t areas o f  
concentration. He said that 
the first com pany will be 
responsible for selling grains 
such as rice and beans among 
others. The second company, 
he added is responsible for 
selling tree crops such as 
m angoes, guava and other 
fru its , w hile  the th ird  
com pany has the 
responsibility o f  improving 
the activities o f fish farmers 
and rearin g  o f  dom estic 
animals.

The lawmaker also said 
that these com panies will 
provide loans to small-scale 
farmers in order to improve 
their production, saying that 
the p ro jec t w ill not only 
decrease prices o f foodstuff 
but w ill also  solve the 
farmers’ problem of how to 
sell their products.

'ational Association 
o f  K w ara S tate 
Students (NAKSS) 

(N orthern  Z one), has 
frowned at the state House 
o f Assembly for neglecting 
its principal assignment just 
as it ca lled  on the sta te  
government to release money 
to the scholarship board for 
disbursement to students in 
the zone.

At a press conference in 
Ilorin, on Thursday, NAKSS 
leader in the zone, Mr. 
M ustapha Kabir, said the 
“forum has no confidence in 
the Kwara State House o f 
A ssem bly  because the 
p rin c ip le  o f  checks and 
balances which is the bedrock 
o f presidential system, has no 
place in the state.”

Kabir, who is the northern

F ro m  A b d u l L a ro , in Ilorin

zonal coordinator o f  the 
students also said that the 
zone was not happy about 
th e ir ' bu rsary  policy, 
explaining that while N26 
m illion  is c la im ed  by 
government to have been 
released to students for the

Gov Lawal

year 1999/2000 award, “the 
bursary has not been paid while 
N37 million was reported to 
have been released for the year 
2000/2001 award.

“To our utm ost surprise 
neither the bursary for the year 
2000 nor that of 2001 has been 
paid in the northern zone,” 
Kabir stated.

The students, therefore, 
appealed  to the  sta te  
government to expedite action 
on the issue o f bursary award 
with a view to minimizing the 
suffering o f students from the 
zone and ensure a general 
positive change o f  students’ 
w elfa re  w ith  regards to 
scholarship, transportation and 
even the recent increment of 
school fees at the Kwara State 
Polytechnic.

Gen. Yakubu Gowon 
Square G ospel Church in 
N igeria , at the church 
headquarters, Onikan, Lagos.

Gowon described the topic 
o f  the lecture, “N igeria: 
Restoring the glory,” as timely 
and apt. He added that 
“Looking back at N igeria’s 
history, it looks as though the 
sun is setting on Nigeria’s past 
glory and image. Something 
has to be done about it.”

The General Overseer of 
the Four Square G ospel 
Church, Rev. (Dr.) Wilson 
B adejo, in his w elcom e 
address, said that Nigeria is 
not just a greedy economic 
g iant, but m ade up o f  a 
progressive and God- fearing 
people, who are always ready 
to give their government one 
o f its essential vitality.

Gana launches operation made in Nigeria
"nformation and National 
O rien ta tio n  M in ister, 
Prof. Jerry Gana, last week 

launched the campaign on 
“Operation produce more” 
and “Buy made-in-Nigeria 
goods” with an assurance 
that government is putting in 
place some strategies to turn­
around the nation’s economy.

These strategies include 
exchange rate policy, interest 
rate, import restriction and 
b o osting  dom estic  food 
production.

At a well-attended launch 
cam paign  at A kenzua

F r o m  G a r b a  D een  
M o h a m m e d , in Benin City

Cultural Centre, Benin City, 
Edo State, Prof. Gana who 
w as lead ing  a team  o f 
new sm en on a na tional 
media tour, said: “With the 
vast resou rces in the 
country, N igeria has no 
business with poverty.”

He added that 
governm en t’s s tra teg ies 
and policies for turning the 
economy around revolve 
round  revam ping  the 
productive sector, but that 
this could be done only if

the high exchange rate was 
stemmed.

According to Prof. Gana, 
the exchange rate is impacting 
negatively on the productive 
sector w hich prom pted the 
governm ent to design new 
m easures to raise the naira 
exchange rate which include 
e lim in a tin g  the m u ltip le  
exchange ra te , contro l 
speculative capital flight and 
raising productivity. Prof. Jerry Gana

Shagari pledges 
improved water supply

A

Alliaji Mukhtari Shehu Shagari, new Minister o f Water Resources (left) in a presidential handshake with President Olusegun Obasanjo (right) 
after being sworn-in by the president at the State House ... recently. P ix: K en n ed y  E g bonod je

T he new ly appoin ted  
M in is te r o f  W ater 
R esources, A lhaji 

M ukhtar Shehu Shagari, has 
said  th a t the  p ro v is io n  o f  
water for Nigerians is a great 
b u rd e n  w h ic h  d em a n d e d  
ded ica tion , hard-w ork and 
com m itm ent on the part o f 
his ministry.

The m in ister, w ho said 
this w hile resum ing work in 
his office after being sworn- 
in , p le d g e d  to  p ro d u c e  
im m ediate results.

Alhaji Shagari, who met 
with directors and heads o f 
unit o f  the m inistry  on his 
a rriv a l, so lic ited  for th e ir 
coopera tion  to enable him 
move the m inistry forward. 
T he p re s id e n t ,  he sa id ,

Bv Ikenna  Emeka O kpan i

appointed him because he 
w anted  concre te  resu lts  
and therefore, would not 
want the trust reposed in 
him  to be betrayed.

Alhaji Shagari assured 
th e  d ire c to r s  th a t  he 
w o u ld  be re c e p tiv e  to 
g e n u in e  a d v ic e  from  
various quarters, adding 
th a t, th a t w as the  only, 
w ay to b e tte r the lo t .of 
N igerians.

Responding on behalf 
o f  th e  o th e r  s ta f f ,  th e  
A c tin g  S e c re ta ry , M r. 
J ib r i l  A d isa  H a m id u , 
assu red  the m in is te r  o f  
the cooperation o f  all the 
sta ff in order to realize his 
targets.
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Power tussle creates fracas 
in Anambra ALGONcrisi's o f confidence is 

rocking the leadership 
o f the Anambra State 

chapter o f  A ssociation o f  
Local Government o f Nigeria 
(ALGON) over the purported 
removal o f  Chief Okey Mou 
Aroh as the State Chairman 
by Chief Ralph Okeke.

A m eeting o f  the state 
chapter of ALGON to mark the 
enthronement o f Chief Ralph 
Okeke, the A nam bra East 
Local Government Chairman 
as the new ALGON boss in 
the state ended in a fiasco 
with two opposing groups at 
each other’s throat.

The Marble Arch Hotel, 
venue o f the monthly meeting 
of the chairmen last Tuesday 
(June 26) was greeted with 
infighting by the two camps 
and left in its wake Orumba 
N orth Local G overnm ent 
Area Chairman Chief Hyacith 
Onwuchekwa badly injured.

Chief Ralph Okeke, who 
spoke to newsmen shortly 
after the m eeting, denied 
being sponsored by the state 
government o f Dr. Chinwoke 
Mbadinuju.

H is reaction  in stou t 
defence o f the government 
came on the heels o f the radio 
announcement by the Chief

Gov Mbadinuju

Press S ecre tary  to the 
governor Mr. Ody Chukwube.

Chief Okeke had replaced 
Chief Okey Muo Aroh as the 
state ALGON chairman, eVen 
as C h ie f  Syw a A basilim  
coun tered  that Ody is 
incom petent to speak for 
ALGON because he is not a 
member of ALGON.

A ccord ing  to C h ie f  
Okeke, “C hief Okey Muo 
Aroh was removed because 
o f  the way he piloted the 
affairs o f the association. The 
chairman, therefore, decided 
to effect a change in the 
leadership of ALGON in the

interest o f  Anambra State. 
Problems and disagreements 
have been rocking Anambra 
State. The chairman should 
remain neutral. If there is 
peace in the s ta te , the 
government can propel the 
state forward.”

He accused  his 
predecessor o f  forming an 
a sso c ia tio n  to  figh t the 
governor, a position he said 
the council chairman frowned 
at.

Chief Okeke stated that 
the local governm ent 
chairmen were an integral part 
o f the state government as 
the third tier o f  government 
adding “it is not right for the 
state government to remove 
any loca l governm ent 
chairman.”

NJI to retain judges
T

he National Judicial 
Institute (NJI) will 
soon embark on the 

re tra in in g  o f  ju d g es  
nationwide to deepen their 
knowledge o f Nigerian law 
and practice.

The chairm an  o f  the 
institute and Chief Justice of 
Nigeria, Justice Mohammed 
L. Uwais, who stated this 
during the public presentation 
o f books by Professor J. O. 
Irukwu, said this was to put 
the ju d g es  in shape to 
effectively play their roles.

U w ais, w ho w as 
represented at the occasion 
by Justice E. O. Ayoola o f the

Sharia implementation body accuses FGc ouncil fo r Sharia  
im plem entation in 
Nigeria, has accused 

the Federal G overnm ent’s 
d irec tiv e  o f  bann ing  the 
ac tiv itie s  o f  Sharia  
implementers, stressing that 
the idea will create problems 
for the sm ooth 
implementation of the legal 
code.

According to the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) Hausa Service report 
m on ito red  in A buja, the

| B y M u s ta p h a  I s a h  K w a r u  |

council’s national Secretary- 
G enera l, M alam  N asiru  
A hm ed, d isc losed  th is in 
Kaduna last week after an 
emergency meeting.

He stated that the Sharia 
implementers such as Hisba, 
Yan-Agaji, were set-up by the 
S h aria -co n tro lled  sta te  
governo rs to en ligh ten  
people on the true scope of 
Sharia, and report or arrest 
any body who violates the 
legal code before handing him

over to the police.
When asked to comment 

on the announcement made 
by the Federal Government 
that to police would replace 
the Sharia im plem enters’ 
activities, Malam Nasiru Sa’id 
said “police belongs to the 
Federal Government, not for 
the Sharia states and at the 
same time, they are opposed 
to Sharia, how do you think 
they  w ill ensure  its 
implementation.”

He also maintained that

Former scribe urges Nigerians to turn to God
N igerians have been 

urged to always defy 
all odds hitherto put 

in their way in appreciating 
God’s concern for them.

[F ro m  B asse y  i ta ,  in Calabar | 

her partially paralysed beside 
a near fatal motor accident 
early this year..

Speaking in the sam e 
vein. Mr. M ichael Moun, 
former Permanent Secretary 
in the Federal M inistry o f

Industries opined that man 
should be privileged to suffer 
so as to go close to God.

Describing Mrs. Igwe as 
prodigiously courageous in 
handling her situation, he 
urged  her to regard  her 
su rv ival as a chance to

reassert her position with her 
creator for before eventual 
call to Abraham’s bosom.

E arlier, M rs. Igw e 
attributed her survival to God 
pointing out that her greatest 
problem was loneliness and 
not her illness.

Gov Duke
One time secretary to the 

military government in Cross 
River State, Mr. Gabriel Ogar, 
said m an’s inability to say 
thank you un less for 
personal aggrandisement has 
been the bane of his progress.

Mr. Ogar who made the 
assertion in Calabar during a 
thanksgiving reception for 
Mrs Regina Agbu Igwe, the 
Director o f  Personnel at the 
D epartm ent o f  Labour, 
E m ploym ent and
P roductiv ity , Mr. O gar 
observed that gratitude from 
man should be an everyday 
affair.

He pointed out that faith 
in God was most tested when 
one w as in serous 
predicam ent, commending 
M rs. Igw e for find ing  it 
pertinent to give gratitude to 
God at her trying moment.

Mrs. Igwe had two strokes 
in 1991 and 1995, which left

From Jam ilah  Nuhu Musa, 
in Kano

FG asked to keep promise on eletrcity
prac titio n e rs  to rem ain 
thorough and uphold  the 
ethics of their profession in 
the discharge o f their duties.

M eanw hile, the G uild 
cautioned against arbitrary 
a rrests  and de ten tions 
without trial as stipulated by 
law, adding that the reform of 
the legal system is a sinequa 
non to the quick dispensation 
o f justice.

T he Federal
Government has been 
asked to strictly keep 

to the December deadline for 
stable electricity and regular 
fuel supplies throughout the 
coun try  in view  o f  the 
im portance o f  the energy 
sector.

The standing committee 
o f  the N igeria  G uild  o f  
Editors, expressed concern 
over the energy crisis in the 
country in a com m unique 
they issued after a two-day 
meeting in Kano.

The communique signed 
by the President o f the Guild 
and its Assistant General- 
Secretary, Mrs. Remi Oyo and 
Mr. G bem iga O gunleye 
resp ec tiv e ly  also  urged 
governm ent to u rgen tly  
address the problem of rising 
cost o f food items which has 
made life unbearable for the 
people.

Expressing concern over 
the sta te  o f  secu rity  
throughout the country, the 
Gui Id o f Editors also called on 
the Federal Government to 
overhaul all security agencies 
and as a matter o f priority, 
pro\ ide them with adequate 
resources.

The communique urged 
the Federal Government and 
ASUU to reso lve  th e ir

Sultan Maccido
the banned associations like 
O odua Peoples C ongress 
(OPC) and Bakassi Boys, 
carried out several crimes 
inc lud ing  m urder o f  
suspected criminals, which 
shows that they take law into 
their hands “this has became 
necessary for the Federal 
Government to cancel their 
activities, but our own group 
doesn’t commit such offence. 
They wouldn’t agree with this 
measure," he concluded.

It would be recalled that 
late last month, the Federal 
G overnm ent met w ith the 
S h aria -co n tro lled  sta te  
governors on some issues 
re la tin g  to Sharia  w hich 
include, the replacement o f 
Sharia implementers with the 
police and ways to ensure that 
non-Muslims are not affected 
by the legal code.

From Bright Ewulu, in Lagt 

Supreme Court, stated th; 
“ th is  w ill also  indue 
deepening of their (judge 
knowledge beyond the law

He called  on th 
government to transform tl 
judiciary  positively as r 
social developm ent wi 
succeed  w ithou t 
corresponding improvemei 
of the legal system.

He decried the deficient 
o f legal books inourlibram 
and schools and prayed ft 
government’s intervention I 
correct this anomaly, addir 
that the private sector coui 
also help to  alleviate tl 
situation.

Mr. Demola Akinrele. 
Senior Advocate o f Niger 
(SA N ) and C h ie f  Joh 
Nwodo Jnr, while reviewir 
each o f the books entitle 
“Corporate Responsibility i 
a W orld o f  R isks an 
U n ce rta in ly ” and “Tl1 
Company, the Shareholdc 
the Director and the La\» 
both praised the author fi 
his sty le  and eloquenci 
adding that the books wo 
apt for these  tim es < 
privatisation.

In his contribution, M 
Goodie Ibru, former preside 
o f  the N igerian  Stoc 
Exchange, (NSE) advise 
established entrepreneu: 
and upcom ing  ones ) 
acquire the publications as 
addressed the issues o f ris 
management, which is at tl 
heart of every business.

He said  that: “ As a 
entrepreneur, risk taking 
crucial to success. The bin 
suggests how to minimi; 
risks.”

N ev erth e less , 
congratulated the writer. J 
Irukwu for his industry ar 
com m itm ent 1
intellectualism.

The helm sm an o f  th 
Igbo socio-cultural grou| 
O haneze, Prof. Be 
N w abueze, described th 
decline o f reading culture i 
Nigeria and urged Nigeriai 
to embrace intellectualism 
order to better our situatioi

President Obasanjo 
differences in the interest of 
s tuden ts  and the  overall 
integrity o f  the educational 
system.

Other resolutions taken 
after the meeting include a call 
on all tiers o f government to 
rem ain  focussed  on 
redeeming electoral promises 
ra th e r than  sac rific in g  
perfo rm ance in the next 
general election in 2003.

Nigerians were also asked 
to engage in constructive 
criticism s o f  their elected 
representatives.

Worried over the growing 
allegations o f unprofessional 
conduct against journalists, 
the G uild enjoined m edia

Community decries neglect by Gov Lawal
'aru community in the 
Ifelodun  Local 
Government Area of 

Kwara State has decried its 
neg lec t by the sta te  
governm ent desp ite  its 
support fo r G overnor
Muhammed Lawal.

Dr. Abdulrazaq Amuda, 
consultant surgeon and sole 
rep resen ta tiv e  o f  the 
community who addressed 
newsmen on the plight o f the 
peop le , said  d esp ite  the 
unflinching loyalty o f  the 
com m unity , governm ent 
presence in Yaru was not 
noticeable.

According to him, while 
health facilities are centred 
around a dispensary staffed 
by a nurse, educational 
representation is in the form 
o f a primary and a secondary 
schools both built through

f  From Abdul Laro, in Ilorin 1 
com m unal e ffo rts  w ith 
s tru c tu res  com plete ly  
dilapidated.

Dr. Amuda lamented that 
the people sourced their water 
from River Ere, which has 
water only during the rainy 
season , w hile  e lec tric ity  
supp ly  w as g rossly  
inadequate, adding that no 
Yaru indigene has ever been 
appointed to public office by 
the state government.

He appealed to Governor 
Lawal to extend his people- 
oriented programmes to Yaru 
community by upgrading the 
d ispensary  to  a co ltage  
ho sp ita l w ith n ecessary  
infrastructure, carve out the 
area as a local government 
from the current Ifelodun local 
council, provide electricity 
and portable water in form of

six motorised bore-holes an 
up lifting  the education; 
standard of the communit 
by improving and increasin 
the in fras tru c tu re  in th 
ex is tin g  p rim ary  an 
secondary  schools an 
setting-up a higher college

Gov Lawal
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IN SID E  P O L IT IC S
Ogun Assembly suspends 

decampee lawmaker
the 1999 eonstitinThe Ogun State House 

o f Assembly has sus­
pended an A lliance 

for Dem ocracy lawmaker, 
Mr. Dapo Adeyemi for de­
fecting to the rival Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP).

The law'maker represent­
ing Ifo II constituency was 
suspended following a mo­
tion brought under matter of 
public importance by Hon. 
Mudasiru Lawal, following 
Adeyemi’s resignation letter 
from the party which was 
read on the floor of the House 
by the speaker, Mr. Muyiwa 
Oladipo.

In the same vein the chief 
whip o f the House, Sikirulai 
Olawale Ogundele has volun­
tarily resigned his position 
following his suspension by 
the party for anti-party activi­
ties while another lawmaker 
Wale Habeeb Ajayi has been 
elected as the new chicf whip.

T roub le  sta rted  for 
Adeyemi when his resigna-

From  O lum ide Bajulaiye, ;
in Abeokuta

tion letter was read on the 
floor o f  the House by the 
speaker in which Adeyemi 
said he had resigned  his 
membership of the AD and 
had joined PDP.

Adeyemi who sought so­
lace under section 109(G) of

the 1999 constitution attrib­
uted his action to the division 
in the national leadership of 
the AD.

Part of his letter reads, “In 
view o f the division in the 
national leadership o f  the 
party, I have no alternative 
than to seek protection under 
section 109 (G) o f the 1999

constitution by resigning my 
membership o f the Alliance 
for Democracy and declaring 
for the PDP.

Immediately, the speaker 
finished reading the let er, 
M udasiru  Law al from  
Odogbolu under motion of 
public emergency discussion 
moved a motion for the sus­
pension o f Adeyemi, saying 
that “it is morally wrong for 
him to retain his seat after he 
has defected from the party 
that b rough t him  to the 
house."

Group supports ex-military 
officers in politics

T Ihe Youths for Political 
Dialogue, (YPD) has 
condem ned the 

clamour from certain quarters 
for the exemption o f ex-mili- 
tary officers from active poli­
tics in the country.

A statem ent by its na­
tional p resid en t, Mr. 
Olugbenga Adebanjo said, by 
all available political data, the

Dem ocracy flourishes only in 
stable polity - Yobe GovY  rvUci Ctnfo (TAirofnAf ! FVnm HaHi/i) Ahha IVIiica

Gov Osoba

'obe  State governor, 
Alhaji Bukar Abba 
has said that democ­

racy can only flourish in an 
a tm osphere  o f  s tab ility , 
stressing that for the nation’s 
nascent democracy to thrive 
the enabling environment for 
its survival has to be created.

The governor stated this 
during the first consultative 
inter-party meeting with lead­
ers o f the three political par­
ties held in the state at gov­
ernment house, Damaturu.

AD chieftain condemns attack on Ige
A j

s. comments o f justice 
m inister and attorney 
.general o f  the federa­

tion, Chief Bola Ige over the rul­
ing Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) continue to attract criti­
cism, a chieftain o f the Alliance 
for D em ocracy (AD), Prince 
Debo Gbadebo has hinted that 
the attack was a ploy by PDP to 
gain in-road into Yorubaland.

Prince Gbadebo, who was 
reac ting  to the call by PDP 
through its national secretary, 
Dr. O kw ezalieze Nwodo that 
Chief Ige should resign from the 
federal cabinet, said the move 
was part o f the ruling party’s 
master-plan to gain grip o f the 
South-W est during the 2003 
general elections.

According to the AD chief­
tain , the PDP was using the 
smear-campaign to weaken the 
strength o f the AD in the area, 
adding that the PDP planned to 
tarnish the image o f the former 
Oyo State governor in order to

| From Yinka Oladoyinbo,
in Ibadan

facilitate its diabolical plans.
C h ie f  G badebo  also  ex ­

pressed surprise that Chief Igq 
has been the subject o f series o f 
attacks from frontline members 
o f the PDP. since the beginning 
o f the year.

“The game plan of the PDP 
is to sufficiently smear the im­
age o f  C hief Ige so that when it 
com es to election proper, he 
would not be able to command 
the followership necessary to 
defeat the AD.”

He, however, boasted that 
the game plan would fail, “let it 
be known that they w ill fail. In 
fact, they have failed already. 
Chief Ige is not a baby politician, 
he is a thorough-bred Awoist, 
who can withstand the missiles 
being hurled at him  and will 
emerge stronger and better," he 
added.

Prince Gbadebo added that

the on-going probe by the Sen­
ate into the N2.3 billion NEPA 
fund was pain o f the master-plan 
o f the PDP to tarnish the justice 
m inister’s im age, saying that 
Chief Ige would come out o f the 
probe victorious.

“Ige will come out of.the 
scam supremely vindicated be­
cause Awoist are known for their 
toughness and forthrightness,” 
he said.

He however, called on poli­
ticians (especially PDP mem­
bers) to stop the unholy practice 
stressing that a situation whereby 
an individual was being made 
subject to attack by members of 
the ruling party could spell doofn 
for our nascent democracy.

Prince Gbadebo however, 
said despite the manoeuvring of 
the PDP, the AD would not lose 
any o f the state it currently con­
trols, “rather the party will ex­
tend its control to Edo and Delta 
States as well as the East and 
som e N orthern  s ta te s ,” he 
stressed.

From Hadiza A bba Musa,
in Damaturu

He drew the attention of 
the political leaders to the fact 
tha t the second  repub lic  
failed because ofpolitical in­
tolerance and po.nted out that 
dirty politics in previous dis­
pensations had polarised po­
litical parties thereby exacer­
bating factional conflict, vio­
lence and instability.

The governor expressed 
jo y  that under the current 
dem ocratic  d ispensa tion  
these situations have changed 
for the better.

He said, “our experiences 
in the last two. years is a good 
omen, because the future has 
brighter prospects for democ­
racy in Nigeria.”

According to him, politi­
cians have now learnt to 
honour peace and sanity in 
the p rocess o f  our 
democratisation.

He called  on security  
agencies to cooperate more 
with one another, including 
political party leaders and 
entire people of the state if the 
happenings o f the past are to

be avoided.
According to the gover­

nor, “politico should not be 
seen as system atic  
organisation of hatred, rather 
it should be seen as a medium 
through which we can dem­
onstrate the highest sense of 
responsibility, commitment 
and understanding to the state 
and nation at large.

At the end, the PDP chair­
man, Alhaji Tijanni Tumsa 
who spoke on behalf of the 
three parties said all the lead­
ers o f the three political par­
ties have resolved to work 
together for the development 
o f the state and its citizens.

Gov Abba

Gov Aleiro warns INEC over integrity
TtiTnrlorNon/Hf̂ nt XTatir»r»al ^ *

!

Accountant-G eneral o f  the Federation, Mr. Kayode Nayeju (middle) chatting with the chairman, 
Senate Committee on Public Accounts, Senator Idris Abubakar (left) and Senator Silas Janfa  (right) 
during the public hearing on the N2.3 billion NEPA fu n d  lodged in a private call deposit account.

Pix by Felix Onigbinde.

Ihe Independent National 
E lec to ra l C om m ission  
(INEC) has been warned 

not to compromise its integrity 
at the expence o f our growing 
democratic experiment.

A lhaji Adamu Aleiro, the 
Kebbi State governor gave this 
warning in an exclusive inter­
view with Daily Trust over the 
weekend in Abuja, saying that 
the recent postponed senatorial 
by-election in his state has cre­
ated doubt about the sincerity of 
INEC.

He said, “there was no rea­
son w hatsoever that warranted 
calling-off the election which 
people were well prepared for 
based on the earlier directive 
from INEC.”

According to him, there was 
no breach o f orderliness or dis­
turbance by any group or indi­
vidual contrary to the spruous 
reason given by INEC for the 
cancellation o f the .by-election.

“I was amazed to hear INEC 
chairman Mr. Guobadia on Ra­
dio Nigeria alleging that I was 
using state government vehicles 
for party activities; because as 
the chief executive o f  the state I 
don’t think that I have done any­
thing wrong in that respect,” he 
said.

G overno r A le iro  said  “ I 
hope the INEC chairman would 
have the courage to stop Mr.

By M usa Badamosi

President and V ice-President 
from using the nation’s aircrafts 
when ever they are attending 
party activities which they un­
dertake regularly.”

He disclosed that the reason 
for calling-off the senatorial by- 
election in Kebbi is because, the 
PDP candidate was sure o f los­
ing the election.

He warned that such devel­
opment is going to create cred­
ibility crisis for INEC, because 
“people are watching to see how 
truly independent the commis­
sion is.”

However, Governor Aleiro 
noted that the people on INEC 
board are tested individual who 
have performed hoaouirably in 
their respective callings in the 
past as well as during the last 
election which brought about the 
present political arrangement.

“I would not want to believe 
tha t s im p ly  because  o f  the 
change iin the chairmanship po­
sition o f the commission by the 
death o f late Justice Akpata; the 
m em bers a ttitude too w ould  
change,” he observed.

From A b d u l Laro,
in Ilorin

civilians in governance have 
not done better than their 
military counterparts.

“It is indeed very unrea­
sonable, illogical, unpatriotic, 
vindictive, and unconstitu­
tional for any group to can­
vass for the exclusion of any 
set o f Nigerians from future 
political governance o f this 
country without any lawful 
backing,” he stated.

Mr. Adebanjo said ex­
military governors including 
Buba M arwa, Mohammed 
Lawal, Abubakar Umar and 
the last military head of state, 
G eneral A bdulsalam  
Abubakar who made the on­
going democracy possible, all 
performed creditably well.

He reminded Nigerians 
that unabated corruption, eth­
nic and religiouo intolerance, 
political instability as well as 
gross mismanages ; • ;irt of the 
economy were some of tin 
reasons which brought the 
military to political gover­
nance, citing the Shagari ad­
ministration as a reference 
pdint.

The national president 
then urged all retired military 
personnel to rise up to the 
challenge and assert their 
constitutional rights on the 
political terrain of the coun­
try.

Groups score 
Dariye govt low
T wo Jos-based groups have 

accused the administra­
tion o f Plateau State Gov­

ernor, C hief Joshua Dariye of 
under-performance and failing to 
fulfil the expectations of major­
ity o f people resident in the state.

The tw o groups in press 
statem ents made available to 
Daily Trust in Abuja, passed a 
below average performance ver­
dict on the two-year administra­
tion o f Governor Dariye.

According to them, the gov­
ernor apart from dashing the 
hopes and expectations o f  the 
people o f the state, who looked 
forward to enjoying the benefits 
o f democracy, had equally failed 
to record any achievement in any 
sector.

“That the. current administra­
tion has performed below aver­
age is an und ers ta tem en t. 
Whether it is in the area o f pro­
viding basic infrastructure, rural 
transformation, education, health 
care delivery and welfare o f the 
masses, the report card is below 
average,” the groups said.

R ather, than address the 
various problems plaguing Pla­
teau State, the Dariye adminis­
tration was also accused o f been 
fixated about tackling perceived 
opponents thereby neglecting the 
obligations governm ent owes 
the electorate.

M oreover, the groups ex­
pressed surprise that after three 
budgets, most projects for which 
funds w ere a llocated  by the 
House o f  A ssem bly have re­
mained largely uncompleted or 
abandoned.
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Report arbitrary increase of
% /  U ’t o  \ A t -

NITEL tariffs -UCC boss
T he out-going Execu­

tive Secretary o f the 
U tilitie s  C harges 

C om m ission, Mr. N am ite 
Egbedi has called on con­
sumers o f NITEL and other 
public utilities to report cases 
of arbitary increases of tariffs 
to the commission.

He made the call in a fare­
well speech during his retire­
ment reception, in Abuja, re­
cently.

Accordinglo a statement 
issued by the commission, 
Mr. Egbedi has overseen the 
regulation o f utility charges 
since 1996, and was said to

Stories by Hassan Idris

be successful with all public 
utilities-providers, including 
NITEL, NIPOST, NEPA and 
the rest.

The com m ission under 
him, the statement said, re­
lated congenially w ith all 
other utility providers like the 
State W ater B oard, and 
Transport Corporations.

Earlier, the Assistant Di­
rector. Mr. S.A. Ayo de­
scribed the out-going execu­
tive secretary of the commis­
sion as a good leader, who 
treated his staff as colleagues

and operated an open door 
policy throughout the five 
years he had served.

In his response , Mr. 
Agbedi used the occasion to 
thank the staff and called on 
them to continue to be pro­
ductive and to give equal sup­
port to the in-coming execu­
tive secretary.

Surich Technologies launches 
internet credit card

Surich Technologies Ltd., 
.has launched a new 
'Internet credit card pay­

ment system that enables one 
to make safe and secure pur­
chase over the internet 
through the use of American 
Express.

The President o f the com-

Experts canvass e-business revolutionuxp
A  yTem bers of the Cora­
l s / I  puter Association 

_L . ▼ - l_ o f  N igeria
(COAN), Professor Olaide 
A bbas and Dr. O liver 
Osuagwu have said that any 
profitable organisation will­
ing to survive and maintain 
its market share had better 
begin a strategy of launching 
the firm into e-business revo­
lution.

In a joint paper entitled 
“Developing a web business 
s tra teg y  fo r e-com m erce 
rev o lu tio n ,” P enutim ate  
week, at the 17th National 
Conference of the Computer 
Association o f Nigeria, the 
experts said that e-business 
would knock out the firms 
that did not utilise the internet 
as a tool because success in 
e-business was hinged on the 
intelligence o f your web in­
frastructure.

The paper discussed the 
strategies to attain the corpo­
rate web objectives, which 
included “Whole Experience 
Roadmap (WER)” as the sys­
tematic methodology for as­
sessing potential opportuni­
ties.

The paper dealt with com­
prehensive web plan, identi­
fication o f technical require­
ments, prototyping and pro­
cedures for ongoing site re­
finement, as well as strategies 
for closing common security 
loopholes on a firm ’s data 
bases including tips for 24 x 
365-day storage availability

for internet commerce..
The paper established a 

link between the virtual mar­
ketplace and electronic com­
merce as well as rapidly de­
stroying and managing com­
merce applications, that is, 
business-to-consum er and 
business-to-business.

The experts also analysed 
order processing pipelines 
and its broad A pplication 
P rogram m ing In terface  
(API), next generation pay­
ment protocols such as Se­
cure Electronic Transaction 
(SET), and solutions with 
commerce partners.

The conference with the

theme: “ Impact o f  e-com- 
merce on National Economic 
and Development “ (e-com­
m erce .ned) had as sub 
themes understanding e-com­
merce technology; e-com ­
merce implementation: the 
challenges for IT p ro fes­
sional; e-commerce: procure­
ment and purchasing in prac­
tice; wireless application pro­
tocol and e-commerce; trends 
and emerging technology for 
e-com m erce; trends in 
website design; and security 
legislation/regulation issues 
in e-commerce.

23 papers were presented 
at the conference attended by 
COAN members nationwide.

Minister welcomes 
Israeli IT companies
T

A lh . L a d i O gu n n eye , 
President COAN

the Minister o f States 
for Science and Tech­
nology, Mrs. Pauline 

Tallen has acknowledged the 
potency of Degem multi-cen­
tre technology and NESS 
both Israeli companies to pro­
vide e-commerce services to 
the Nigerian environment.

Mrs. Tallen made the dec­
laration when she received 
the delegation of IT experts 
from Israel, last week, in 
Abuja.

She declared support for 
any technology that would 
lead to the implementation of 
the national IT policy.

She pointed out that the 
ministry officials had been 
holding meetings with the 
Decibel consortium on ways 
to apply IT technologies.

The President o f Multi- 
C entre . Israe l, M r. Ami 
Tzirman. presented the multi­
centre technologies which 
revealed that IT education 
could be provided even in 
rural areas using mobile units 
with all the necessary infra­
s truc tu re  for teach ing  o f 
people at all levels.

Again, a special feature of 
the NESS technology presen­
tation was the technology 
which uses finger prints to 
provide security for all sorts

o f transactions, rather than 
Personal Identification Num­
ber (PIN) codes, a technology 
which could be used for Na­
tional Identity Card scheme, 
acco rd ing  to a m in istry  
source.

In another development, 
Mrs. Tallen has appealed for 
strong support from Nigeri­
ans towards checking corrup­
tion in national life, the min­
istry source said.

She made the statement at 
the annual Goemai Day and 
launching o f an education 
endow m ent fund  by the 
Goemai Youth M oyement 
(G Y M ), last w eek, in 
Shendam Local Government 
Area o f  Plateau State, the 
source said.

The minister commended 
the (GYM) for the brilliant 
initiative to uplift education 
in the area, pointing out that 
education  is the grea test 
weapon any community can 
give its people, the source 
said.

She decried the educa­
tional backwardness o f the 
Goemai people and urged 
them  to contribute to the 
upliftment of the fallen stan­
dards of education, especially 
the local government council, 
towards promoting primary 
education, the source said.

Mr. Nathan Osunte
Professor Gabriel Ajayi, who 
represented the Minister of 
Science and Technology, Pro­
fessor Turner Isoun, said that 
the development of informa­
tion technology, especially the 
internet, had witnessed one of 
the m ajor revolutionary  
changes from the last century 
and had heralded the new mil­
lennium with globalisation of 
technology, goods, services, 
and human capital into the 
know ledge-driven dig ital 
economy.

Professor Ajayi* added 
that international trade and 
commerce had changed from 
the traditional practices to the 
present trends, dominated by 
digital electronics computers 
for unprecedented flows of 
global information.

E-business and e-com ­
merce have therefore become 
a global driven engine which 
now dominate most of the glo­
bal trade and commerce, he 
said.

Mr. Osume, explaining 
how the BixPurse.Com works 
said that one had to register 
online at www.bzpurse.com to 
obtain  an online credit 
account.

A ccording to him, one 
could credit his account by 
sending money in local cur­
rency to their bank account 
and once they received the 
money they made the conver­
sion to US dollars and reflect 
the amount in one’s online 
account balance becoming the 
credit lim it o f  o n e ’s new 
American Express Internet 
Card.

You and your compute■

pany, Mr. Nathan Osume, an­
nounced the product, 
Bizpurse.com, while present­
ing a paper on e-business 
strategies at an international 
information technologies and 
communication conference 
organised by the company in 
collaboration with Ministry of 
Science and Technology, last 
week, in Abuja.

Earlier, the Director of the 
National Information Tech­
nology Development Unit,

By Sagir Abubakar

The Internet
T he Internet is a global network o f computer networks. 

Defence Advance Research Projects Agency (DARPA) 
sponsored the invention of Internet after the Second 

World War. The Internet (then called ARPAnet) use the (TCP 
IP) as a standard protocol for transferring data. The ARPAnet 
was developed as a means of transmitting data among military 
bases. This provided means for the locations connected to 
send electronic messages to one another.

In the year 1986 NSFNET was set up linking the computer 
sites of the National Science Foundation (NSF), gradually 
other research institution joined up, after the relaxation o f the 
rules that governed the joining Internet train (as it was 
restricted to research institution only). By the start o f 1990s. 
the Internet was well established in US, but others who wished 
to connect had link to some other networks like Joint 
Academic Network (JANet). In the early 80’s the Internet 
was solely means of exchanging text data.

In the late 80’s jo ining the internet was very costly 
However, the internet received a boost in less than a decade 
when Freeserve (a commercial Internet Service Provider) 
launched the first business model that charged users based 
on calls, unlike Demon that had to be paid a year’s subscription 
and monthly subsequently before you were linked to the 
Internet. In the year, 2000 AltaVista announced a flat-free 
deal providing unmetered phone access to the internet.

With the development o f the world wide web, then better 
and larger-graphical browsers made it much richer experi­
ence. You can listen to music online, thanks to streaming 
media system for the Real Audio player. The development of 
Secure Sockets layer (SSL) software ensures that informa­
tion can be encrypted as it travels over the Internet, making 
e-commerce possible.

Activities you can do while browsing the net are many. 
Let us some o f the activities that are currently running in the 
net.

Electronic M ail (email)
Using email you can exchange messages with other people 

around the world almost instantly. Using email you don’t need 
to snail-mail your article to your favourite newspaper or miss 
that competition dead line. With your email address you can 
also subscribe to electronic discussion lists and journals. And 
your local shop or some other organisations can keep in touch 
when they have something new and want you to be aware ot' 
it.

Usenet Newsgroups
Usenet is an informal network o f computers that allows 

you to post and read messages in newsgroups that focus on 
specific topics. This group is a live contact between the people 
using it.

TELNET
Telnet allows you to log on to and use other computers 

that are connected to the Internet no matter where they are 
located. Telnet is commonly used to connect to library cata­
logues, community information systems, and fee-based data­
base services.

F IL E  TRANSFER PROTOCOL (FTP)
FTP allows you to transfer files to and from computers 

that are connected to the Internet. Files that are transferred 
using FTP can contain text, images, sounds, software, etc. 
but it has other capabilities for it is a mirror, which makes a 
copy o f one machine’s directories on another. With it, you 
can access Comprehensive Perl Archive Network (CPAN); a 
global set o f archives that lets you search, download and in­
stall packages and automatically capture anything else that is 
needed.

WORLD WIDE WEB (WWW)
The World Wide Web allows you to access information 

on any computer, worldwide, that makes files publicly avail­
able using hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP). This protocol 
allows hypertext links between files on the same computer, 
ot on other computers on the Internet. These files can include 
text, software, graphics, and other multimedia which can be 
viewed or downloaded using software called a browser.

GOPHER
Gopher also allows you to access files on the Internet. 

Because gopher sites do not allow graphical displays or 
hypertext linking, they are rapidly being replaced by World 
Wide Web sites.

TPC Remote Printing
You don’t need a fax machine before you get your mes­

sage faxed. TCP-network is there to do it for you and the 
charge is surprisingly free.

Instant Messaging
This also is electronic message you can send and can even 

let you know when someone is on his desk Internet Relay 
Chat (IRC)

This is a global chat room where you can send and re­
ceive realtime message (including Virus so beware).

http://www.bzpurse.com
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Hard drives to top 137GB this yearM aior PC technol- I k.. 77   m . . '  Iajor PC technol­
ogy com panies, 
i n c l u d i n g  

Compaq, Microsoft, and hard 
drive m aker M axtor, last 
week announced support for 
a new technology standard 
that breaks the 13.7GB barrier 
for AT A hard drives, at PC 
Expo.

W ith cap ac ities  that 
double roughly  every  12 
months, hard drives have a 
long history o f  outgrowing 
other technologies around 
them . M any o f  the ro ad ­
blocks in capacity have had 
to do with limitations in the 
operating system or the PC’s 
low-level basic input/output 
system  (B IO S) softw are, 
which prevented the systems 
from  recogn iz ing  drives 
larger than a certain size. But 
the latest capacity snag re- 
ults from the ATA standard 

for locating information on a 
hard drive. Using a 28-bit ad­
d ressing  system , to d a y ’s 
ATA interface can track up 
to 137.4GB.

Drafts for the latest ATA 
standard, version 6, include 
a proposal to increase the ad­
dressing system from 28 bits 
to 48 bits. That will increase 
the maximum possible hard 
drive capacity more than a 
millionfold from 137.4GB to 
144 petabytes (a petabyte 
equals 1 million gigabytes).

It may be some time be­
fore hard drive manufactur­
ers produce a drive w ith 
p e tab y tes  o f  space , but 
Maxtor officials say they ex­
pect to offer drives with ca­
pacities in excess of 137GB 
this year.

Another interface stan­
dard, the Small Computer 
System  Interface (SC SI), 
uses 32-bit addressing that 
can handle drives of up to 2.1 
terabytes (or 2100 gigabytes) 
and can transfer data at high 
speeds. But SCSI has tradi­
tionally been limited to high- 
end, high-cost PC worksta­
tions and superfast servers,

while ATA is used for inter­
nal desktop and notebook PC 
drives.

Although a 137GB drive 
may sound gargantuan, it is 
well below the maximum ca­
pacity already possible. In 
June, hard  d rive  m akers 
Seagate and Maxtor both an­
nounced a new generation of 
drives that squeeze 40GB 
onto a single, two-sided hard 
drive p la tter. W ith som e 
desktop drives containing as 
many as four platters, 160GB 
capacities are now w ithin 
reach. Under the current stan­
dard, however, a PC can read 
only the first 137GB on that 
drive.

For the moment, vendors 
are holding the line on capac­
ity. Seagate’s new U Series 
drive  and M ax to r’s 
D iam ondM ax D540X can 
contain up to two full platters 
fo r cap ac ities  o f  80GB. 
Maxtor has also produced a 
100GB d rive , the 
DiamondMax 536DX, which

Compaq unveils PCs that accept credit cards
Y our local supermar­

ket probably lets you 
pay for purchases by 

sw iping your c red it card 
through a reader. Why not 
give home PCs the same ca­
pability? That’s the idea be­
hind Com paq’s new Smart 
Credit Card Internet K ey­
board, announced last week 
at PC Expo in New York.

Available as an option on 
the company’s Presario 5000 
and 7000 series home PCs, 
the keyboard has a smart card 
reader that works with smart 
credit cards to make online 
shopping safer, simpler, and 
(via promotional offers avail­
able only to smart-card users) 
cheaper.

The keyboard looks much 
like other Presario keyboards, 
except for a reader mounted 
on its right side. Systems 
equipped with the keyboard 
start at $799.

C om paq is partnering  
with financial services firm 
Fleet, which issues the Fusion 
smart Visa. The “smart" in 
this card—which can also be 
used as a standard credit 
card— is its built-in micro­
processor and memory.

Make a purchase at a par­
ticipating online retailer, and 
you can sw ipe your card 
through the keyboard to com­
plete the transaction without 
transmitting your credit card 
num ber over the Internet. 
This is an option that some 
web shoppers will find com­
forting given the ongoing re­
ports o f credit-card data thefts 
at well-known web sites.

The F usion  c a rd ’s 
memory can store personal

information such as your bill­
ing and shipping addresses 
and upload them to a Web 
store at checkout, saving you 
som e typ ing  tim e. The 
memory can also be used to 
store electron ic coupons, 
tickets , and other v irtual 
items that can be redeemed in 
the offline world.

These applications, o f

custom ers download elec­
tronic coupons over the Web 
and onto the Fusion card, 
then cash them in at a local 
Target store.

The new Presarios aren’t 
the first PCs with built-in 
smart card readers. American 
Express’s Blue card, which 
debuted in 1999, offers fea­
tures similar to Fleet’s Fu­
sion, as does a disposable

merchants giving their Web 
sto res sm art-card  savvy. 
Some m ajor sites are on 
board , inc lud ing  Y ahoo, 
Buy.com , and 1800Flow- 
ers.com. In the bricks-and- 
m ortar arena, discount re­
ta ile r T arget plans to let

Palm Inc. the dom inant player in the handheld computer sector, 
looks set to lose its m arket share lead in the current quarter - mea­
sured in revenues - to Compaq C om puter’s pricier line o f  iPAQ  
handhelds, a survey due out June 18, 2001 will show.

course, all depend on online card  designed  fo r online
shopping by MDNA. Still, 
smart cards have yet to catch 
on big time. Compaq says it 
hopes to promote wider con­
sumer acceptance for them 
by o ffe ring  P resario s 
equipped with the new key­
board for about the same 
price as models without it.

M ichael Capellas, chairman and CEO o f  Compaq Computer Corp., speaks at a New York news 
conference Monday, June  25, 2001, as Craig Barrett, President and CEO o f  In tel Corp., looks on.

contains three platters that 
average 33.3GB each. Mean­
w hile rival m anufactu rer 
Western Digital is expected

to release its own 100GB 
drive later this summer, and 
IBM will probably not be far 
behind.

Maxtor is planning even 

bigger drives for release later 

this year.

AOL, AT&T to offer mobile 
internet services
Am erica  O nline 

(AOL) and AT&T 
W ireless are mak­

ing it easier to access the 
Internet while you are on the 
go. The two companies plan 
to offer cobranded mobile 
phone services for wireless 
data, e-mail, and instant mes­
saging, they announced last 
Wednesday.

The deal, which expands 
the year-old partnership be­
tween AOL and AT&T, calls 
for the two companies to of­
fer cell phones customized 
for AOL services, building in 
access to e-mail, instant mes­
saging, and content. The new

service and PocketNet hand­
sets with AOL Instant Mes­
senger capabilities built in are 
expected to be available in 
the first half o f 2002.

The serv ice  w ill use 
A T & T ’s expected Global 
System for Mobile Commu­
nications/General Packet Ra­
dio Service network.

“AOL needs to try to get 
their name out there without 
investing a lot in infrastruc­
ture,” says Gene Signorini, a 
wireless industry analyst for 
market research firm Yankee 
Group in Boston. “And ob­
viously, AT&T is looking to 
capitalize on the value o f the

m illions o f  subscribers o f 
AOL.”

Third-generation wireless 
services for AOL and AT&T 
appear timed more to AT&T 
W ireless’ upcom ing stock 
spin-off than it does to exist­
ing technological capability, 
another analyst says.

“Where are the handsets? 
Some o f these (services) can 
be done on existing phones, 
but they are still building the 
network,” says Shiv Bakhshi, 
research manager for wire­
less infrastructure at Interna­
tional Data Corp.

“It’s good timing for them 
to make the announcement. If 
I ’m AT&T and I’m spinning 
off, it makes sense to make 
alliances, to stay in people’s 
minds. The good thing is that 
they’re saying they have the 
applications in order.”

New wristwatch receives e-mail
I nternet Messenger from 

Timex receives pages and 
short e-mail messages. 
My flight is leaving on 

time at 5:16 p.m. from Gate 
77 .1 know because my watch 
told me. Yes, my watch: the 
riew $99 -

Internet Messenger from 
Timex. This timepiece re­
ceives alphanum eric, text, 
and e-mail messages.

_Of course, the messages 
must be short—no more than 
100 characters long— but that 
is about the maximum you 
would want to read on the 12- 
character, single-line, scroll­
ing display on the w atch’s 
face, anyway. An earlier, 
bulkier version handled mes- 
sag ing  and sto red  phone 
numbers and other data, but 
this Timex is slimmed down 
by 28 percent.

A touch o f an Indiglo but­
ton sharply illuminates the 
digital watch face. Additional 
watch features include a 100- 
hour chronograph, eight-lap 
memory recall, a countdown

timer, five alarm settings, and 
dual time zones automatically 
set by radio communication. 
The watph can use either vi­
bra tion  or a set o f  
customizable musical chimes 
to notify you o f  incoming 
pages and messages.

The e-mail address of the 
watch is its toll-free paging 
number at timex.skytel.com. 
You can arrange to get free 
custom message alerts for 
news, weather, specific sports

scores, and the like from 
other sites, such as Yahoo 
Mobile. Skytel charges fees, 
however, for the various e- 
mail services it offers— $5 a 
month for numeric only, for 
instance.

You can’t use the watch 
to send messages. But if  you 
need to get messages and 
alerts throughout the day, this 
Timex has arrived ju s t in 
time.

Watches that receive e-mail
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Penni advocates literature policy for Nigeria
T he need has been 

s tressed  for a dy­
namic and autono­

mous literary policy for the 
country'.

Mallam Haruna Penni, the 
Secretary/R egistrar o f  the 
Association o f Nigerian Au­
thors, Abuja branch, made 
this declaration during his 
election as a fellow o f the as­
sociation  at the N ational 
Press Centre, Radio House, 
Abuja, recently.

He said  the s itua tion  
where amorphous artistic per­
formances and inventiturity 
were grouped with literature

is not only an abnormally by 
a travesty of the sanctity of

Bonui Bromillow - Jack Culture 
and Tourism M inister

the book medium and the 
hard working Authors.

The editor of the Abuja 
Acolytes pointed out that the 
seeming interrelatedness of 
creative writing with cultural 
dance, dramatic performance, 
quiz debate, fashion parade, 
should not be a misconcep­
tion and collapse into a single 
cultural policy document.

The Registrar lamented 
that it was their lack of proper 
a rticu la tio n  o f  lite ra ry  
direction that discouraged 
government from harnessing 
and w ard ing  the 
potentialities and efforts of

authors. He regretted that this 
create  d is to rtio n s in the 
various, literary works that 
d eco n stru c t the very 
indigenous cultural norms 
and value system that the 
government was promoting.

Mallam Penni wants gov­
ernment to pay attention to 
ANA so that it would reduce 
its dependence on foreign

sponsorship, which does not 
augur well for our national 
orientation and sustainable 
cultural developm ent. He 
added that rather than take 
advantage o f  the wind o f  
globalisation to develop and 
export our literary products, 
we only understand import­
ing outdated and imperialist 
junk  novels and obscene

magazines which dots ou 
public highways and build 
ing.

He. however, praised th 
ruling party for appointinj 
Nigeria authors as heads am 
members o f various federa 
government parastatals am 
called on the President to d< 
more as an author o f man] 
books him self steering thi 
need for ANA.

Youth festival holds October

Statues worth N500 million stolen 
from al-Fayed home

T he Second National 
Youth F estiva l o f  
A rts and C ulture 

tagged: NAYOUFEST 2001 
will hold in Akwa Ibom State 
in October.

The festival, which is be­
ing organised by the N a­
tional Youth Festival o f Arts 
and Culture Inc, a non-gov- 
ernmental organisation in 
collaboration with Ministries 
of Culture and Tourism, Edu­
cation, Health, Women Af­
fairs and Youth D evelop­
ment, and Information and 
National Orientation, has the 
theme o f this year’s celebra­
tion as “ Peace, unity and 
non-violence through inter- 
cultural dialogue among the 
youths.”

O ther governm enta l 
agencies involved in the fes­
tival are the Office o f the Se­
nior Special Assistant to the 
President on Arts and Cul­
ture; Nigerian Tourism devel­
opm ent Corporation; N a­
tional Council for Arts and 
Culture. Office o f the States 
and Local Government Af­
fairs, National Youths Ser­
vice Corps; Federal Road 
Safety Commission, and Na­
tional Action Committee on 
Aids.

Addressing newsmen in 
Abuja over the weekend, the 
President o f  the National 
Youth Festival o f Arts and 
culture Inc. and projcct Di­
rector of the festival, Mr. Ri­
chard Ekong, said the festi­
val was designed specifi­
cally to provide a platform for 
channelling and positive fo­
cusing o f the potentials and 
c rea tiv ity  o f  N igerian  
youths.

The festival will equally 
serve to mobilize and rnoti- 
\ ate the Nigerian youths, and 
also ensure the continuity of 
the traditional skills." It will 
also serve to mobilise and 
motivate the Nigerian youths 
by disseminating and propa­
gating ideas which promote 
National Pride, solidarity, 
consciousness and above all

| By Ikenna Emeka Okpani

patriotism and Nationalism, 
a key cardinal objective of

President Olusegun Obasanjo
p resid en t O lusegun 
Obasanjo’s National rebirth."
he said.

Festival
Participation in the festi­

val is open to N igerian  
youths between the ages of

15-30 years, non-govemmen- 
tal organisations, private cul­
tural promoters and practitio­
ners in the states and local 
government areas.

Equally, the festival is 
open to contingents from 
abroad, especially our black 
b ro th ers  and s is te rs  in 
diasporas.

A ccording Mr. Ekong, 
there will be 10 competitive 
events in the area o f choral 
music, cultural dances, drama, 
pottery/ceram ic, sculpture, 
textile designing, and essay 
contest on the theme o f the 
festival; painting/graphic; 
story telling and general craft 
making.

The festival will feature 
non-scoring events like pup­
petry show, sem inars and 
workshop and Gala night. 
Other side attractions include 
Games like Ayo, catapulting, 
Miss and Mr. NAYOUFEST 
2001 and fashion parade.

P o lice  in the 
Mediterranean city of 
A lexandria  have 

recovered two rare bronze 
statues that had been stolen 
from a villa belonging to the 
L ondon-based  E gyptian  
tycoon , M oham m ed al- 
Fayed, the semi-official al- 
G om huriya reported  
weekend!

The paper stated that at 
least four people, including 
two janitors working at the 
villa, were arrested and de­
tained in connection with the 
theft o f the statues estimated

to be N500 million.
It was not immediately

Tony Blair

clear when the theft occurred 
but reports said al-Fayed': 
nephew, Salah. reported th< 
incident to police after discov ­
ering that statues at the vilk 
were imitations o f the origi­
nals.

Apparently, after remo\ 
ing the originals, the culprit' 
two o f whom had worked fo« 
the al-Fayed family for ovei 
20 years replaced them with 
duplicates before selling the 
treasures for a mere 150,000 
Egyptian pounds.

Both statues were reco\ - 
ered intact. (Xinhua/NAN)
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An experience in Benin
T he group o f journalists 

o f which this writer is 
a part currently on a 

m aiden natio n a l tour 
organized by the Ministry of 
Inform ation and National 
Orientation, arrived Benin the 
Edo state capital at dusk. So

BvGarba Deen Mohammed

adduced me finally that I 
should forget the idea o f 
going out anytime after 9p.m. 
Somebody else added that 
“armed robbery in Benin is as

A nenih , the m in is te r o f  
Works and Housing who is 
from Edo state, the minister 
of state in the same ministry 
Mr. Garba Madaki Ali and led 
by the governo r and his 
deputy began the historic 

“com e and 
see and tell 
the tru th ” 
tour.

O ur first 
Port o f  call 
w as some 
20km outside 
Benin. This 
was the site of 
a m assive 
construction  
work on what 
is know n as 
the Benin 
bypass. It is a 
f e d e r a l  
g o v e rn m e n t 
pro jec t. The 
bypass which 
is a 45km  
stretch of road 
will cost the 
FG N 1 Obn and 
is expected to 
be ready, by 
D e c e m b e r ,  
this year for 
partial usage.

According 
to the two

The m inister o f  Inform ation and National Orientation Prof. Jerry Gana (mj with the  m in iste rs  o f  
deputy governor (L) and the principal o f  St. Davids Boys Model School Obvianikha, ^  Works 
commissioning the water project in the school

X
H i
I f 4

it wasn’t the best time o f the 
day to capture the mood of 
any p lace. B ut d riv ing  
through the city to the motel, 
Benin plaza, where we were 
lodged, it was easy to notice 
that Benin is actually just an 
ordinary city: a bit ancient, 
crowded streets and more 
motorcycles than taxis.

But I did receive one 
shocker. A m ong my 
colleagues I tried to get one 
who was familiar with the city 
to come with me into town so 
that I could get some items. 
But everyone o f the three 
people  I approached  
demurred, saying that it was

easy as slapping a man on the 
street.”

It was with this somewhat 
grim impression that I joined 
my colleagues to start the day 
which commenced with a visit 
to the amiable state governor, 
C h ie f  Lucky Igb inedion . 
After the courtesy call where 
the leader o f the delegation 
P ro fesso r Jerry  Gana 
intimated the governor with 
the essence o f the visit which 
is designed to give journalists 
first hand knowledge o f the 
activities of the federal state 
and local councils across the 
country; so that the journalist 
can then tell the world their

m inistry , the bypass will 
serve as one o f  the m ost 
strategic roads in the country 
since it connects Lagos with 
the East, the North through 
Abuja and some parts o f the 
southern-w est like Akure. 
Indeed accord ing  to Mr. 
A nenih, South Easterners 
travelling from Lagos through 
Benin for Christmas often 
end up spend ing  th e ir 
Christmas in Benin due to 
tra ffic  ho ld -ups that 
som etim es lasts for days. 
This was where professor 
Gana, dressed flamboyantly, 
flagged off his brain child: the 
national Media Tour.

Site o f  the NIObn FG  fu n d ed  Benin bypass
not safe. Having grown up in own objective assessments
Gusau, Zaria and Kaduna, I 
had never known where it 
was not safe to go out at 9p.m. 
When I insisted, an elderly 
colleague from NAN who had 
spent 6 years covering Benin

of the performance o f all three 
tiers).

So, at around 10.30a.m. 
the en tou rage , now 
g rac iously  en la rg ed  by 
powerful figures as Mr. Tony

North East to Ikiadolar, and 
Okada, the home of the “Lion 
o f  O k a d a 'C h ie f  G abriel 
Igb inedion  Father o f  the

the present regime.
Perhaps, Edo sta te  is 

probably the only state in the 
country that can boast o f

A nother draw back as 
exp la ined  by the deputy 
governor is that this high 
level o f literacy has made 
almost every Civil servant 
over-q lia lified  and so 90 
percent o f the state revenue 
is used to service salaries,

Mr. Jim oh whose propartiy were affected by the Benin bypass said he will not move untill he is 
given N10 million
governo r o f  Edo State. 
W herever we visited, the 
p ro jec ts  w ere  g rassroo ts 
oriented projects, rural roads, 
rural electrification, rural 
w ate r supply. The m ost 
impressive thing about those 
projects was that they had 
just started. Most o f them like 
the Ovia North East 23KV, 
500KV transformer serves six 
communities and the water

th ree u n iv ersities -  The 
U n iversity  o f  Benin 
(UNI BEN), the Ambros Alii 
U niversity (form ally Edo 
State University) and the 
Igbinedion U niversity  at 
Okada. Those universities 
have some unique features 
not found in other Nigerian 
u n iv e rs itie s . One, the 
Ambros Alii University at 
Ekpom a has the b iggest

wages and pensions. Edo 
State, according to the state 
depu ty  governor, is 
consequently “a poor state 
despite its oil revenue”.

To correct this, the state 
is trying hard to re-establish 
its in d u stria l base. Two 
industries we visited testified 
to this. One is the Fertilizer 
blending plant at Auchi and 
the limestone plant also in 
Edo North, near AuchL

Education is top priority in Edo State

From that point it was a 
gruelling all day round, the 
sta te  to u r tha t took the 
entourage to remote places 
located far into the forest 
vegetation, characteristic of 
southern Nigeria. From Ovie

treatment plant.
But the m ost am azing 

thing in Edo State is that 
despite its reputation as one 
o f  the edu ca tio n a lly  ad ­
vanced states in the country 
(the saying used to be that 
the entire candidates who are 
qualified to enter university 
in the entire North are less 
than those qualified from one 
local council in either Edo or 
Delta States), the state is still 
investing  heav ily  in
Education.

For instance on the first 
day of the visit, four out of 
the seven or eight state or 
local projects we visited were 
academic institutions some of 
them  accord ing  to th e ir  
ad m in is tra to rs , like the 
College of Education Ikiadolar 
and the C o llege o f
Agriculture in Benin were 
closed for up to 12 months 
due to  lack  o f adequate  
funding and were revived by

lecture theatre in the country, 
a 1,300 seater edifice; an 
ultra-modern twin hostel of 50 
bedroom with each bedroom, 
equipped with a toilet and a 
bathroom. UNIBEN has the 
second larg est lecture  
theatre, while the Igbinedion 
U n iversity  is the m ost 
functional private university 
in the country complete with 
a teaching hospital.

This colossal academic 
advantage though has its 
draw backs. One is that it has 
made people so crazy about 
obtaining degrees that the 
Ambrose Alii University had 
to be closed  due to 
overflow ing  num ber o f  
unqualified  students who 
somehow found their way 
into the school. According to 
the governor, only about 
12,000 out o f  the 46,000 
students in the school will be 
re-admitted when the school 

^ j" e o p e n s ^ n f td y ^ ^ ^ _ ^ _ _

The visit was concluded 
w ith a d inner at the 
government house where the 
state governor admitted that 
water problem in the Essan 
d is tric t is one o f  th e ir 
co n stra in ts  but they  are 
trying hard to overcome it.

I did have a chance to ask 
the governor too, why I could I 
not go out in Benin after 9p.iv 
The Governor dismissed my 
fears as a result o f the myth 
surrounding Benin. After the 
dinner when he was about to 
drive off, he called o it to a 
group o f  journalists, where 
is that Zamfara man, nuw he 
may follow us if  he wants to 
go out.” I had asked him if  it 
were possible to make Benin 
as safe as say Gusau, the 
Zamfara State capital.

To say that Edo is lucky 
to have Lucky as governor is 
true as far as two-day official 
visit has proved.

Garba Deen Mohammed 
is the  a ssistan t ed itor o f  
Daily Trust
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NATIONAL ELECTRIC POWER AUTHORITY

S i t u a t i o n  R e p o r t  ( 1 3J

i.

OUR BULLETIN FOR WEEK NO. 13:
(17/06/2001 TO 23/06/2001)

PEAK DAILY GENERATION FOR THE PREVIOUS AND CURRENT WEEKS

PREVIOUS WEEK  
(10/06/2001 T O  16/06/2001)

CURRENT WEEK  
(17/06/2001 T O  23/06/2001)

DAY DATE GEN(MW) DATE GEN(MW)

Sunday 10/06/2001 1782 17/06/2001 1813
Monday 11/06/2001 1716 18/06/2001 1746
Tuesday 12/06/2001 1849 19/06/2001 1774
Wednesday 13/06/2001 1846 20/06/2001 1749
Thursday 14/06/2001 1876 21/06/2001 1791
Friday 15/06/2001 1799 22/06/2001 1791
Saturday 16/06/2001 1703 23/06/2001 1843

2. PROJECTED AVERAGE PEAK GENERATION FOR THE PREVIOUSAND  
CURRENTW EEKS

PREVIOUS WEEK  
(10/06/2001 T O  16/06/2001)

CURRENT WEEK  
(17/06/2001 T O  23/06/2001)

I 7 9 6 M W 1 9 0 0 M W
3. PEAK WEEKLY GENERATION FROM EACH POWER STATION IN THE PREVIOUS AND 

CURRENTWEEKS

STATION PREVIOUS W EEK CURRENTW EEK
(10/06/2001 TO 16/06/2001) (17/06/2001 TO 23/06/2001)

KAINJ1 168 MW 197MW
JEBBA 349 MW 260 MW
SHIRORO 128MW 128MW
EGBIN 651 MW 646MW
SAPELE 256 MW 251 MW
AFAM 89 MW 80 MW
DELTA 216MW 213MW
IJORA 12MW NIL
ENRON 62 MW 60MW
.CALABAR 1MW NIL
4. PROJECTED AVERAGE DAILY GENERATION FROM EACH POWER

STATION PREVIOUS WEEK CURRENTWEEK
(03/06/2001 TO 09/06/2001) (10/06/2001 TO 16/06/2001)

KAINJI 200MW 200MW
JEBBA 349MW 260MW
SHIRORO 381 MW 250MW
F.GRIN 850 MW 860MW
SAPELE 241MW 240MW
AFAM 80 MW 80 MW

DELTA 219MW 240MW
UORV 15MW 15MW
CALABAR 1MW 1MW
ENRON 63 MW 60 MW
AVERAGE TOTAL 2 2 I 9 M W 2 2 0 6 MW
5. AVERAGE ESTIMATED DAILY NATIONAL DEMAND FOR THE MONTH OF 

j d n e .  2001= 3500MW _____________
ENERGY SAVING

AS USUAL WE BRING YOU SOME USEFUL TIPS ON HOW YOU CAN SAVE 
ENERGY, BY:

• Ensuring, for example, that when they are in use, your refrigerator or freezer is not 
overfilled. They operate more efficiently and economically only when filled to 
capacity.

• Making sure that your refrigerator or freezer is not set to run colder than 
-necessary. We recommend that you always follow the manufacturer’s
Instructions.

• Ensuring that when using the oven for meal cooking, try to use it for a full meal 
rather than using both oven and surface units If you have three dishes to be 
cooked at slightly different temperatures, pick the mean temperature to cook all 
three. (For example, the mean of 325, 350 and 375 degrees temperature is 350 
deurees). .-

• Making sure you do not use oversized water heaters. The oversized water 
heater wastes energy heating unneeded water It should in fact be avoided 
to reduce your initial cost.

• Switching off all appliances not in use. Especially, when you are not home, 
remember to switch off your water heater, air-conditioners, television sets 
orindeedall lights you do not need before dark

• Switching off security lights.

• Switching off street lights during the day

• Ensuring that when cooking with the electric cooker you use pots or pans 
that match the ring sizes. ’

• Using energy-saving bulbs

• Ensuring that you do not fill the electric kettle just to make a cup o f tea. Use 
just enough water to cover the ring. Hot water kettles come in different sizes, 
you may choose the one to meet your needs.

Next, we serve you the power demand and energy consumption of 
Some domestic appliances:
APPLIANCE TYPE RATING POWER

DEMAND
IN
KILOWATT
(KW)

RATED
CURRENT
IN
AMPERES

(AMPS)

NO. OF HRS. 
TO CONSUME 
ONE UNIT OF 

ELECTRICITY 
(i.e. 1 KWH)

Water - 
heater

50 litre 1200watt 1.2 5.2 0.8

lOOIitre 2500watt 2.5 11 0.4
Cooker Small 6000watt 6.0 26 0.2
(4-plate Regular 8000watt 8.0 34 1.2
With oven) Large 10500watt 10.5 45 0.1
Single-plate
Cooker

Portable 1800watt 1.8 7.7 0.6

Fan Table 0.08HP 0.06 0.25 1.7
Standing 0.1HP 0.7 0.3 1.4
Ceiling 0.3HP 0.2 0.9 4.5

Air- Small 1.5HP 1.1 4.7 1
Conditioner Medium 2HP 1.5 6.5 0.7
Refrigerator Small 0.2HP 0.15 0.6 7

Medium 0.25HP 0.19 0.8 5
Large 0.3HP 0.22 0.9 4.5

Television- 
(Black & 
White)

200watt 0.2 0.9 5

Television
(Colour)

300 watt 0.3 1.3 3

•  1000w att=lK ilow att(lK W )

•  1 H P = 0.746 Kilowatt

•  1 K W H = One unit o f electricity= 1 KW x 1 HR. i.e. 1 Kilowatt used for 1 hour.

Finally , w e appeal to  all ou r esteem ed  cu sto m ers  and  all good  N igerians to 
en d eav o u r to  report fau lts p rom p tly  w h e rev e r and  w h en ev er they  occur. 
T here  are faults sec tions and  com p la in ts  cen tres  in all o u r 54 d istric t o ffices 
sp read  across the country. O n ly  such  p ro m p t repo rts  can  enab le  us a ttend  to 
faults p rom ptly  to m ake life a lot ea s ie r fo r you.

We* thank you fo r your understanding and patience.

LET US CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER FOR THE GREATER 
GOOD OF OUR COUNTRY.

Management
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Two Corps members forge 
Obasanjo’s signature

T wo members o f  the 
National Youth Serv 
ice Corps (NYSC) 

who allegedly forged the sig­
nature of President Olusegun 
Obasanjo in their attempt to 
get employment from a bank 
were over the weekend ar­
raigned before a Lagos Chief 
Magistrate Court.

The duo ought to have 
passed out along with other 
corpers nation-wide who last 
Thursday joined the unem­
ployment market.

According to Police In­
spector Ephraim  O niya a 
prosecutor from zone II po­
lice command, Onikan La­
gos, the accused persons on 
or about May 21,2001 at La­
gos conspired to com m it 
felony.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the accused corpers did 
knowingly and fraudulently 
sent a forged letter with the 
President’s signature to the 
Chairman Chief Executive of 
Intercontinental Bank N i­
geria Ltd.

The said letter was report­
edly replied by the bank ask­
ing the duo to come down for 
an interview before their for­
mal employment.

On arrival at the bank for 
the said interviews, the ac­
cused corpers were swiftly 
apprehended and detained by 
the police before they were 
arraigned before the court.

Daly Trust gathered that 
27 year-old Bakare Abimbola 
Abiodun and 26 year-old 
Adebayo Oladepo John were 
alleged to have in their pos-

FromAdelanwa Bamgboye

session presidency personal 
memo, letter headed papers 
which they could not give a

President Obasanja 
reasonable account of how 
they came by them.

The duo were further al­

leged to have forged the sig­
nature of the president of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo.

The offences allegedly 
committed by the corpers 
are punishable under sec­
tions 516, 430 (1), 467 of 
the criminal code cap 32 
vol. 11 laws o f Lagos State 
o f Nigeria 1994.

W hen the four count 
criminal charged was read 
out to the accused persons, 
they pleaded not guilty.

Lawyer to the accused 
persons, Dougles Adewale 
asked the court to admit 
them to bail on liberal terms 
saying that they are respect­
able citizens.

Bur prosecuting Inspec­
tor Ephraim opposed the 
bail saying that although the 
charge is a bilabial offence, 
the accused may bolt.

gun State Police 
C om m and last 
week im pounded 

six Tokum bo veh ic les 
stocked with illegal fire arms 
smuggled into the country 
through Benin Republic.

According to the Com­
mands, Assistant Commis­
sioner of Police. (ACP) Bola 
Bolanta, in a telephone in­
terview with Daily Trust six 
men were arrested alongside 
the im pounded veh ic les 
stocked with over 2,000 live

Police impound arms in Ogun
O

Olumide Bajulaiye, Abeokta

Police arrest 13 
robbers in M akurdi
l 3 armed robbers that 

have been terrorising 
the in h ab itan ts  o f  

Makurdi metropolis and its 
environs have been arrested- 
by the state police command.

The arrest o f  the gang 
followed a tip off by one of 
the robbers, Mr. Terseer 
Atondo ( alias school boy) 
who made confessions to the 
police on their activities.

The robber while con­
fessing, disclosed that him­
self, Terhemba, Mbanongo, 
Adaku Gbajime, Apurugh 
N yon, Terfa A daaku and 
Tevershima some times in 
May this year, robbed one 
Sunday Atama o f Wurukum 
m arket o f  provisions and 
cash valued hundreds o f  
thousands of naira.

Luck how ever ran 
against them when a team of 
detectives led by a senior 
police officer arrested them 
at their hide out at Adikpo, 
Kwande Local Governmnt 
headquarters, while errjoying 
with their girl friends after an 
operation.

The command also made 
a big breakthrough when one 
Vincent Okolie alleged to 
have been supplying guns to 
armed robbers in the state 
was arrested in Gboko over 
the weekend.

From Mike Elaigwu, Makurdi

The State Commissioner 
o f  Police Mr. C yprian  
Onophrojire while parading 
the robbers which included 
a 25 year-old lady. Miss. 
Scholastica for conniving 
with the guys to rob people 
o f  the tex tile  m ateria ls , 
warned ladies to beware of 
the people they associate 
with.

he form er M ilitary 
A d m in is tra to r o f  
Kogi State, Colonel 

Augustine A niebo’s N500 
million libel suit against the 
incum ben t G overnor o f  
Kogi State, Prince Abubakar 
Audu, suffered a set-back 
when a High Court sitting in 
Abuja struck it out for lack 
of merit and competence.

In the suit, Col. Augus­
tine Aniebo rtd. had sought 
the court to compel Prince 
Audu Abubakar to pay him 
N500 million for allegedly 
speaking to journalists over 
the m anner in which the 
former Adminstrator ran the 
affairs o f the state.

A government statement 
signed by the Kogi State 
Attoney-General and Com­
m issioner for Ju stice , 
Mallam Abdul Haruna re­
vealed that the court, apart 
from striking out the case,

F o rm e r  M ilad  
loses lib e l su it

had awarded N5,000 against 
Col. Aniebo to be paid to the 
incumbent Governor of Kogi 
State.

It further explained that 
the striking out o f the case 
was as a result o f preliminary 
objection filed by the state 
Attonney-General challeng­
ing the competence o f  the 
suit before the court presided 
over by Justice  S.H. 
Kusheriki.

The government state­
ment added that the action 
filed gainst Col. Aniebo by 
the state government for the 
recovery of over N 100 mil­
lion being part o f the money 
found to have been misap­
propriated by him is spend-

j From Mamman Akpena. Lokoja j

ing before a Koton-Karfe 
High Court.

Governor Abubakar Audu

o
4000 drug users jailed

cartridges.
Alhaji Bolanta informed 

our corespondent that the 
smugglers were arrested by 
a combined team o f men of 
the Criminal Investigations 
Bureau (CIB) Abeokuta and 
men of the Ododa Police Di­
vision.

The sm ugglers w ere 
said to be heading towards 
Ibadan when they were in­
tercepted by the law en­
forcement agents. Vehicles 
im pounded  include 
M ercedes B enz, H onda, 
Peugeot, Opel and BMW.

The six men arrested are 
said to be assisting the com­
mand as to who own the 
guns and for what purposes 
it was meant.

W hen con tac ted , the 
State Police Commissioner 
Prince Udom U. Ekpoudom 
confirm ed the arrest and 
p rom ised  th a t the  men 
would be paraded soonest, 
while his men continue with 
the investigations.

ver 4,000 suspected 
drug  users na tion  
wide have been sent 

to prisons for various ja il 
terms in the country.

The zonal command of 
the National Drug Law and 
E nfo rcem en t A gency 
(NDLEA) in Kano, Alhaji 
Malam Sokoto has said.

Speaking at a one-day 
workshop jointly organised 
by NDLEA and the Patent

From Jamila Musa Kano

figure, 296 o f the cases were 
recorded in Kano.

The N D LEA  boss 
stressed that drugs could be 
legal and available for pur­
chase or if  prescribed by a 
doctor whole others are illicit 
and forbidden from being 
manufactured, purchased or 
used”.

Alhaji Malami explained 
that drugs are substances 
other than food which could 
be taken to affect the struc­
ture or functions o f the body.

According to him, some 
drugs could  be used to 
achieve certain desired ob­
jectives in sports, work or 
studies.

The NDLEA zonal com­
mander said that the aim of 
the workshop was to educate 
and elighten patent medicine 
vendors on the dangers o f 
buying, selling  and con­
sumption of hard drugs.

In his own paper titled 
“legal implications o f Drug 
Abuse and Trafficking,” Mr. 
Moses Ideoho o f the pros­
ecution unit o f the NDLEA 
in K ano, h igh ligh ted  the 
various legal implications of 
using some o f the drugs.

Malam Abba Abdullahi 
o f the Dawanau Rehabilita­
tion Centre, Kano in his own 
presentation, cautioned par­
ticipants against ram pant 
sales o f illicit drugs and reit­
erated that it is difficult to 
rehabilitate drug illicit.

Gov. Kwankwaso

Medicine Vendors Associa­
tion  held  in Kano, A lhaji 
M alam i said the suspects 
were arrested based on their 
involvement in drug-traffick- 
ing and other related offences 
before they were prosecuted. 

He said that part o f this

Sokoto NOA director, 
accountant remanded

T

Police Affairs Minister, Chief Steven Akiga (left) being welcomed by the Inspector General o f Police, Mr. Musiliu 
Smith at a recent function in Abuja. Pix: K ennedy E gbonidje

he Sokoto State Di 
rector of the National 
Orientation Agency 

(NOA), Alhaji Muhammad 
Jabi Shani, and the account­
ant, Alhaji Isa Sudan may be 
the first senior officers to be 
punished in the new sharia 
court system  in the state 
since it’s introduction.

Daily Trust reliably gath­
ered that the two of them are 
now facing the trial at the up­
per sharia court II for the em­
bezzlement ofN  185,555.54k 
belonging to Umaru Aliyu 
Durbawa as his two years 
pension en titlem ent as a 
former staff.

Speaking at the upper 
sharia court II recently, the 
p rosecu to r, coporal 
M uham m ad Um ar stated 
that the two accused were 
charged for criminal con­
spiracy and breach o f trust 
contrary to sections 125,170 
and 261 o f the Sokoto State 
Sharia penal code.

Umar explained that the 
two accused persons con­
spired to convert the cheque 
of N 185,555.54k meant for 
Umar Aliyu Durbawa as his 
pension.

According to Daily Trust 
investigation, the cheque

was issued by the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA) 
headquarters in Abuja on 
December 16, 2000, but the 
two officers o f the agency 
diverted the said money to 
their own personal use.

We gathered th is was 
done with the believe that the 
man concerned would not be 
opportuned to know that the 
said money had been ap­
proved by the head quarters.

Making his defence at the 
court, the State Director of 
NOA claimed that the said 
money was used for official 
transaction, adding that it 
was not given to Umar as di­
rected by the head quarters.

The accountant on the 
other hand also supported 
him  that the m oney was 
m eant for M allam  A liyu 
Durbawa but in the process 
o f trying to attend to some 
official assignment, it was 
tampered with.

Meanwhile, the presiding 
judge, Alhaji Bawa Shu’aibu 
Tambuwal ordered the re­
mand o f the two accused in 
prison custody and called on 
the police to produce their 
witnesses to testify.

C rim e &  P un ishm en t
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Fresh flood disaster 
in Nyanya

N o few er than  38 
shops were flooded 
and property worth 

millions o f naira destroyed in 
Nyanya, a satellite town in 
the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) at the weekend fol­
lowing a heavy rains on Fri­
day, night.

The affected shops, Daily 
Trust leamt, are located in ar­
eas A,D,E and F of the Fed­
eral Capital Development 
(FCDA) quarters in Nyanya.

Some o f the victims that 
spoke to Daily Trust blamed 
the inciden t on the poor 
drainage system in the area, 
saying the heaps o f refuse 
dumped on the streets and in 
the gutters was responsible 
for the flooding.

Mr. Peter Eze, a victim of 
the incident told our reporter

| By E m m an u e l A n d e  j

that the flood occurred as a 
result o f government’s ne­
glect o f its responsibilities.

“If  the town is properly 
landscaped, the flood will 
not occur, because the rain­
water will find its way to 
flow into the streams,” the 
visibily angry Eze said.

He said that the incident 
was a proof that Nigeria’s 
leadership was not commit­
ted to the masses.

Mr. Eze fu rth er ex ­
p ressed  h is g rievances 
against the Abuja Environ­
m ental Protection Board 
(AEPB), saying the board 
activities were concentrated 
in highbrow areas where the 
elite reside.

T he Chief Executive of 
the NigerianTourism 
Development Corpo­

ra tion  (N TD C ), M rs. 
Omotayo Omotosho has indi­
cated the preparedness of the 
country to develop her tour­
ism potentials.

Speaking at an orientation 
workshop organised for offi­
cials o f her corporation/states 
tourism boards and consult­
ants for the National Hospi­
tality and Tourism Enterprises 
Registration in Abuja over the 
w eekend, M rs. O m otosho

Nigeria to pay more 
attention to tourism

said the creation o f the min­
istry of culture and tourism 
by this administration was to 
give the required priority at­
tention to tourism.

“The World Tourism Or­
ganisation believes that tour­
ism will play an increasingly 
important role in the new 
m illennium . Recent fore­
casts indicate that by the year 
2020, tourism traffic will tri-

Hawkers take-over MFCT main gate
D espite concerted ef­

forts by authorities 
at the Federal Capi­

tal Territory (FCT) to rid the 
main entrance of the minis­
try o f hawkers and traders 
along the road, illegal trad­
ing still persist at the main 
gate , as w are still

consp ico u sly  d isp layed  
along the entrance prevent­
ing staff gaining entry into 
the premises.

Most o f the traders who 
blocked the entrance have 
been displaced, pockets of 
hawkers can still be seen 
with their wares doing brisk

business at the gate.
Those who chose to sell 

at particular locations have 
moved back just a few yards 
away from the gate at the 
weekend, men o f Nigerian 
Civil Defence Corps a gov­
ernment local security outfit 
w ere seen m onitoring the

situation at the main entrance 
but they did not harrass the 
hawkers.

The traders felt the ir 
rights were being trampled 
upon by their constant har­
assment. According to Alhaji 
Musa Aliyu, one o f the trad­
ers.

GRAND TRAVEL GUIDE LIMITED, being the first indigenous 
company to be registered under the recently introduced UMRA 
BY-LAW by the Saudi -Arabian authority, is pleased to announce
the Contmencentent of it’s Umra services for the year.

Our purtnersh 
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pie with 1.6 billion tourist 
visiting countries spending 
US $200 billions” she said. 

According to her, Nigeria

Ms. Boma Bromillo-Jack, Minister 
for Tourism
was repositioning the indus­
try in readiness for the ex­
pected tourism boom in the 
21 st century.

It was to ensure stand­
ardisation o f facilities and 
services in our hospitality 
industry that led to the pro­
posed registration of hospi­
tality and tourism establish­
ment in the country.

A ccord ing  to M rs. 
Omotoso, marketing Nigeria 
as a tourist destination re­
quires the provision o f basic 
infrastructure, development 
o f  the alluring tourist altera­
tions, efficient transporta­
tion, suitable accommoda­
tion and accessibility o f the 
rich assets to the tourist.

“There is need to con­
vince the potential tourist 
that these alterations and 
hospitality establishm ents 
conform with international 
standards and are worth vis­
iting she said, adding that it 
was for this reason that gov­
ernment decided to embark 
on registration o f tourist es­
tablishment.

“The benefits o f such a 
registration include elimina­
tion o f substandard establish­
ment in the industry and pro­
vision o f  statistical data to 
serve as a base for planning, 
TCiatV.eVvrvg, and AeNcAopmenX 
purposes.”

F u rtherm ore , M rs. 
Omotosho said the exercise 
will accord the industry the 
needed recognition abroad 
and produce accurate infor­
mation to protect customers 
and inform users of the qual­
ity o f facilities and services 
available in the establish­
ments.

The c h ie f  execu tive  
called on stockholders in the 
hospitality and tourism in­
dustry to join forces with the 
corporation towards realis­
ing the objectives of the reg­
istration exercise.
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Motorists, traffic 
wardens on war
Motorists in the Fed­

eral Capital Terri­
tory (FCT) and of­

ficers o f the traffic wardens 
may be heading for confron­
tation as the latter intend to 
enforce observation of cor­
rect parking otder by motor­
ists in the capital city.

At the weekend not fewer 
than 66 motorists were ar­
rested for wrong parking and 
forced to part paid manda­
tory money, for a fine.

A driver who spoke with 
Daily Trust complained that 
the traffic wardens are being 
vindictive in the discharge of 
their duties.

I le said that instead of the

By Em m anuel Ande

traffic warden^ to inform 
passengers o f  the w rong 
place or no parking areas to 
move to a nearby bus stop to 
board vehicles they hide be­
hind flowers along the road 
w aiting for passengers to 
wave down vehicles, “once 
you stop to carry the passen­
gers, they come out and ar­
rest your vehicle

“They just want to make 
illegal m oney for th em ­
selves” a commercial taxi 
driver said, adding that they 
collect between N 1,000 and 
N 1,500 for defaulting driv­
ers.

Daily Trust siatliercd that

path
the new initiative to force 
commercial drivers to com­
ply is hot only being pur­
sued by the traffic wardens 
alone.

Q ur’anic competi­
tion with the theme: 
“Toward Q u r’anic 

memorization” which is aimed 
at improving the memorization 
skillsvof the participants was 
organised by Al-Bayan Inter­
national Academy over the 
weekend in Abuja.

In a speech by the Director 
o f  the Academy, Hajiya 
Maryam Tahan, delivered by 
Malam Ibrahim Mani, stated

Al-Bayan Academy holds 
Q ur’anic competition

Bv H a b ib a  A d a m u

that the Q ur’anic recitation 
competition is one of the ways 
in which student’s knowledge 
about Qur’anic is improved.

“The aim of the Qur’anic 
recitation competition is not to

NIPR honours companies, 
individuals at award night

A
bout 20 organisa 
tions and individu 

.a ls  w ere at the 
weekend in Abuja by the Ni­
gerian Institute o f  Public 
Relations (NIPR), for their 
outstanding contributions to 
the development of the Fed­
eral Capital Territory (FCT), 
Abuja.

Speaking at a dinner of 
the NIPR to mark the year
2001 award niuht. FCT

Minister, Alhaji Muhammad 
Abba-Gana, who was repre­
sented at the occasion by the 
Acting Permanent Secretary 
in the m in istry , A lhaji 
Bahadatu Saleh, commended 
the institute in maintaining its 
Central objective o f  excel­
lence and professionalism in 
the practice o f public rela­
tions both in the private and 
public sectors in Nigeria.

“He said the practice is 
indeed a vital professional 
endeavour through which 
practitioners contribute to 
the national development.

“Members o f your insti­
tute, I gathered, usually af­
ter m eaningful advice to 
governm ent functionaries 
and also to reputable compa­
nies on public relations and 
communications issues,” he
s;m l

J t t i t
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LION PILGRIMS SAVING ACCOUNT (LIP

<£/( product of Lion Bank Of Nigeria Pic.
As with most endeavours today, performing the 
Pilgrimage could be quite expensive 
That is why we have developed the Lion Pilgrims 
Saving Account (LIPSA).
LIPSA is a target Savings Scheme for individuals 
to enable them perform their 
religious obligations with ease.

BENEFITS OF {LIPSAI
> Very attractive interest rate 
■ Compounded monthly interest rate leading to higher 
effective yield.

•  Could be used as collateral for a loan from Lion Bank Nigeria Pic 
»  Round - trip tickets to the three highest average

savers Bank-wide
•  Affords investors less cumbersome procedure for the 

Payment of pilgrimage fees.
Pilgrimage? ... Quite expensive but LIPSA will help 
you get there.

We know what it takes, because we have been there.

W TO OPERATE LIP
Contact:

T h e  P ro d u c t M a n a g e r in a n y  o f  o u r B ran ch es .

A ls o  as k  to  see:

T h e  B ra n c h  M a n a g e r o r  A c c o u n ta n t.

Visit any o f our offices nationwide today.

Strewtjt^ Speed and Efficiency in Modern Banking
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A K W A N G A  O FFICE: Plot 1. Opp Akwanga Police Div 1 Office. Keffi Road Tel. 04 7  - 52J.84 
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encourage rivalry among stu­
dents but to create a healthy 
competition atmosphere to­
ward the actual isation of our 
specific goal which is aimed 
at improving the memoriza­
tion skills o f the participants." 
she said.

The director added that 
memorization as a mental 
process will go along way in 
encouraging assimilation of 
knowledge among students 
most particularly in the sci­
ences.

She pointed out that Al- 
Bayan is committed to aca­
demic training o f young peo­
ple but is more concerned in 
their spiritual w ell-being, 
adding that .focusing on pu­
pils at their tender age brings 
about the best result in char­
acter formation.

Hajiya Maryam stressed 
Al-bayan’s commitment in 
ensuring high moral stand­
ards by instilling in the stu­
dents the academy moral up­
rightness and the fear of Al­
lah (S.W.T.) in what so ever 
they do.

Earlier in his lecture at 
the occasion, the guest lec­
turer, Engineer Ahmad Sirika 
has highlighted the various 
benefits drived from memo­
rization and recitation of the 
Holy Q ur’an.

Saying that a child par­
ticularly at his tender age is 
a good potential, if  trained 
well to memorise the Holy 
Q ur’an.

He further emphasised 
the importance o f memoriza­
tion o f Holy Qur’an by the 
society collectively and also 
the necessity  a ttached  to 
memorization of some of its 
portion by individuals so as 
to enable them perform five 
daily prayers and other Is­
lamic injunctions.

Traditional ruler 
stresses need to develop 

agriculture in FCT

The traditional ruler of 
Maitama-Kuwa in the 
Federal Capital Terri­

tory (FCT), Esu Bulus Pada, 
yesterday in Abuja called on 
theFed-eral Government to 
pay attention to the agricul­
tural development o f  the ter­
ritory.

In a chat with the News 
Agency o f Nigeria (NAN), 
Pada said, “ some natives 
even depend on food brought 
from nearby states, as they 
have no place to farm.

“Our people now spend 
over N 150 on transport to go 
to the ir farm s,” he com ­
plained, adding that "most 
natives now resort to illegal 
sale o f  land to feed their 
families.”

The trad itio n a l ru le r 
urged the government to re­
visit the promise made to 
natives during their resettle­
m ent, adding  tha t “ this 
would make the people to 
support the federal govern­
ment’s crusade on revitalis­
ing the agricultural sector.”

But he frowned at what 
he regarded as “the careless 
ways people living in the 
area dispose refuse.”
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The Copa America, due 
to be held in Colombia 
next month, has been 

suspended and will not take 
place until 2002.

South American football 
officials took the decision af­
ter an emergency meeting in 
Buenos Aires on Saturday, 
just 11 days before the tour­
nament was due to start.

“ We have decided  to 
postpone the tournament and 
ratify Colombia as its host,” 
said Confederation president 
Nicolas Leoz.

Copa America in suspension shock
The Copa America was 

thrown into doubt when the 
vice-president o f the Colom­
bian Football Federation was 
kidnapped by left-wing guer­
rillas.

H ernan  M ejia
C am puzano was later re­
leased but officials had al­
ready begun to look for alter­
native venues, with Brazil, 
Mexico and Uruguay willing 
to step in.

And Mejia then flew to 
tbe A rgentine capital in a 
desperate attem pt to per­

suade South American offi­
cials to keep the tournament 
in Colombia.

“They postponed it on us 
but they did not take it away,” 
Mejia said after the meeting 
on Saturday.

The kidnapping appeared 
to be the last straw after a 
spate o f bombings in major 
Colombian cities during the 
previous six weeks.

John M aro Rodriguez, 
Mayor o f the Colombian city 
of Cali, described the decision 
as an “insult to Colombians.”

Fiorentina duo reject Parm a move
Manuel Rui Costa and 

F rancesco  Toldo 
have reacted angrily 

to Firorentina’s decision to 
sell them to Parma.

The cash-strapped club 
have sold the pair to Parma 
for £39m in a bid to clear their 
massive debts.

But neither Rui Costa or 
Toldo want to move to the 
Serie A side, preferring to go 
to AC Milan and Barcelona re­

spectively.
“1 am not a piece of meat,” 

Rui Costa told the Gazzetta 
dello Sport. “I decide where 1 
will go. I have the right to 
choose the right option for 
me and my family.

“Parm a’s was the most 
solid offer but it is by no 
means the only one.”

Italy international Toldo 
added: “I thank Parma for 
their interest. But for me and

my career, I think I need to take 
a different route.

“I had accepted the trans­
fer to Barcelona without any 
problem s because it could 
have been an important next 
step in my career."

“In all honesty, I’m very 
unhappy. M y m ove to 
Barcelona was finalised, and 
now I discover that I’ve been 
sold twice.”

And he is considering le­
gal action against the South 
American Soccer Confedera­
tion for the economic dam­
ages that will be caused by 
the suspension.

“It’s a punishment, a se­
vere punishment for the kid­
napping o f Hernan Mejia,” 
said Bogota’s mayor Antanas 
Mockus.

Colombia had laid out $8m 
improving stadia and commu­
nications in preparation for 
the tournament.

More than 20,000 police 
officers, bomb-sniffer dogs 
and armed guards had been 
pledged to guarantee security 
in the seven city sites during 
the tournament.

The suspension  could  
have severe political reper­
cussions for Colombian presi­
dent Andres Pastrana.

“If  they were to take away 
the Copa, it would have been 
a green light to terrorism,” 
said Alvaro Fina, president of 
Colombia’s football associa­
tion.

1V1 oroooo edge closer to World Cup

A stunning goal from 
English Premiership 
star Mustapha Hadji 

moved Morocco closer to the 
2002 World Cup.

The Moroccans now need 
just a point from their final 
qualification game against 
Senegal to reach the finals 
next year.

The result gives Egypt, 
who still have a game in hand 
on Morocco, an awesomely 
difficult task to qualify

They were left cursing 
their luck after having domi­
nated the game for long peri­
ods and created the better 
chances.

But they lacked a player 
with the finishing ability of 
Hadji, who lashed an imperi­
ous 20-yard shot home after 
32 minutes.

After a cagey start Egypt 
had produced the first real 
th reat w hen A bdel Sattar 
Sabry slipped past two men 
on the left and surged into the 
area.

But he flung himself to the 
ground in a bid to win a pen­
alty and was booked by the 
referee.

Morocco looked nervous, 
and failure to clear out o f de­
fence am om ent later brought 
a chance for Ahmed Hossam, 
who scooped his shot over 
the bar.

Dominant Egypt wasted 
another great chance just be­
fore the half hour mark when 
Mohamed Omara scampered 
dow n the left w ing and 
squared  to an unm arked  
Sabry, whose 12-yard shot 
went way over.

Then completely out o f 
the b lue, M orocco w ent 
ahead with a brilliant goal that 
sent the huge crowd into rap­
tures.

Aston Villa’s new acqui­
sition. Kachloul, chipped in 
a clever ball and Abdel Jalil

H adda headed  dow n for 
M ustapha Hadji to crash a 
glorious 20-yard shot past the 
keeper.

A lm ost im m edia te ly  
Hadda went close to adding 
the second, but a fine 
through-ball found him frac­
tionally offside.

Egypt fought back with 
some swift attacks and Idris 
Ben Zikri had to be alert to 
turn away a free kick by Sabry 
from wide on the right

The visitors continued to 
control the game in the sec­

ond half. They dom inated 
possession  as Egypt p er­
sisted in giving the ball away.

But Egypt could not capi­
talise on their superiority. Ben 
Zekri almost handed them a 
goal late on when he spilled a 
seemingly easy comer from 
the left, but there were no 
Egyptian attackers on hand.

A few m om ents la te r 
Hossam sped down the right, 
reached the by-line and sent 
in an excellent cross, but 
again Morocco managed to 
clear.

Mustapha Hadji

Canas topples Kafelnikov

Y evgeny Kafelnikov 
becam e the la test 
seed to be dumped 

out o f  W imbledon on the 
infamous number two court.

The number seven seed 
was beaten by Argentina’s 
Guillermo Canas 3-6 6-1 6-3 
7-6 in the third round in the 
biggest upset o f the m en’s 
tournament so far.

In a ra in -in te rru p ted  
match on the court dubbed 
the ‘graveyard of the cham­
pions’ for the number of high- 
profile players to lose there, 
the Russian struggled for 
much of the clash.

Canas, who had not gone 
beyond the second round at 
Wimbledon before, earned a 
quarter-final against Swedish 
10th seed Thomas Enqvist.

Kafelnikov took the first 
set but his serve then let him 
down badly.

He was twice broken by 
Canas - most crucially in the 
third set after double-faults 
handed the initiative to the 
Argentine.

The fourth set was an in­
triguing battle but after tak­
ing a 5-3 lead, Kafelnikov 
crumbled to be swept away 
in thetie-break.

Meanwhile, Enqvist pro­
g ressed  a fte r defea ting  
Zimbabwe’s Wayne Black in 
straight sets 7-5 6-4 6-2.

Am erican second seed 
Andre Agassi cruised past 
Nicolas Massu of Chile, win­
ning 6-3 6-1 6-1

Tennis
A u stra lia ’s L leyton 

Hewitt, the fifth seed, over­
came M orocco’s Younes El 
Aynaoui 7-5 5-7 6-4 7-6 (7/4).

There was no luck for 
Frenchman Fabrice Santoro.

The 20th seed had to with­
draw in the third set against 
Russia’s Mikhail Youzhny, al­
though he was already two 
sets down.

He lost the first two sets 
5-7 0-6 and was 0-2 down in 
the third.

In an all-French encoun­
ter, n inth seed Sebastien  
G rosjean , was ousted  by 
Nicolas Escude, seeded 24,5- 
7 6-46-36-4.

Pat Rafter booked the fi­
nal place in the fourth round 
at Wimbledon with a straight 
sets win over plucky Moroc­
can Hicham Arazi.

Rafter, beaten by Pete 
Sampras in the final last year, 
defeated the Moroccan 7-6 6- 
4 7-5 to earn a last 16 clash 
w ith  R ussian  teen ag er 
Youzhny.

Spain \  Juan Carlos Ferrero returns to Britain’s Greg Rusedski during 
their men's singles, third round match on the Centre Court at Wimbledon 
on Friday.

Rafter thunders through
P

I at Rafter booked the fi­
nal place in the fourth 
round at Wimbledon 

with a straight sets win over 
plucky M oroccan Hicham

Rafter
Arazi.

Rafter, beaten by Pete 
Sampras in the final last year, 
defeated the Moroccan 7-6 6- 
4 7-5 to earn a last 16 clash 
with Russian teenager Mikhail 
Youzhny.

The number three seed

I m p e r i o u s  A g a s s i  p o w e r s  o n

Aindre Agassi swept 
into the fourth round 

.at Wimbledon with a 
devastating win over Nicolas 
Massu on Saturday.

In a match that lasted just 
81 minutes, the former cham­
pion reached the last 16 after 
dropping just five games.

The second seed domi­
nated throughout against the 
unseeded Chilean, who had 
com e through an arduous 
five-setter in the previous 
round.

Afterwards Agassi said it 
was nice to feel he had done 
everything right.

“To go out there and stay 
in control and not make it any 
more complicated than it had 
to be is an indication o f how 
well I am hitting the ball and 
playing the big points.

“I felt good about pretty

much eveything.
Agassi, semi-finalist last 

year and runner-up the year 
before, has yet to drop a set 
in the three matches in the 
championship so far.

But he said the second

Agassi

week be far more testing.
“I t ’s almost a different 

tournam ent in the second 
week,” he said.

“The grass plays differ­
ently and the level of players 
left in the com petition  is 
higher.

“You’re playing the best 
in the world for the biggest 
title in the world and it’s all on 
the line. I’m looking forward 
to it.”

After claiming the open­
ing set, conced ing  th ree 
games, Agassi romped to vic­
tory dropping two games in 
the tem aim ng sets \eaving 
Massu looking stunned.

The American clinched a 
fourth round place with an ace 
on his second match point.

Agassi will next play ei­
ther Germany’s Nicolas Kiefer 
or Russia’s Andrei Stoliarov.

said: “It ju st gets tougher 
from now. There are improve­
ments starting to show up in 
my game and I was hitting the 
ball a lot better nearer to the 
end of the match.”

It was a dazzling display 
from the Australian who sent 
the Centre Court crowd into 
delirium after a finally ending 
the challenge o f the danger­
ous Arazi in just over two 
hours.

The third seed took the 
opening set on a tie-break as 
Arazi matched him big serve 
for big serve and served only 
his fifth ace to take the sec­
ond 6-4.

Arazi had to save three 
break points in the third game 
of the third set, enjoying a 
massive slice of luck when a 
Rafter forehand appeared to 
land on the outside of the line 
but was called out.

Rafter demanded the ball 
back from the ball boy to ex­
amine it for signs o f chalk 
dust but found none and 
Arazi went on to win the game 
and keep his nose in front.

But there was no deny­
ing the powerful Rafter, who 
looked unbeatable on his 
serve in the third set.

He got his break in the 
11th game with a brilliant 
backhand return winner giv­
ing him the chance to serve 
out for the match.

Rafter had allowed Arazi 
just three points on his serve 
in the set so far and gave his 
opponent just one more as he 
secured victory with his 10th 
ace.

Rafter is well aware that 
Youzhny could pose him a 
tough test.

“ I f  I ’m o f f  my gam e 
against Youzhny he will beat 
me and if  I’m not then I will 
be in good stead for the rest 
o f the week.”



Nigeria flops in sprint
N ig eria  seem s to be 

lo os ing  g rip  o f  her 
dominance in sprints in 
the West Africa sub-region, as the 

Ghanaian athletics clinched all 
the gold medals in both male and 
female o f the 100 metre events 
in the just concluded Region II 
Senior Athletic Championship.

N ig e ria ’s hopefu l in the 
100m (men) event fizzled out at 
a crucial moment, paving way for 
the youthful Ghanaian athlete -  
Ednest Ossei to win the race.

Speaking w ith Trustsports 
after the explosive race, Ossei 
boasted that he had earlier prom­
ised to beat the Nigerian athlete 
in Lagos, having beaten him in 
Accra early this year in similar 
competition.

Ossei, however, attributed his 
outstanding feat in this race to 
hard work and determination to

From Babs Oyetoro,
______in Lagos

excel.
In the female category too, 

G hana’s Vida Anim stole the 
show  by beating  the duo o f  
Chinedu Odozor and Girty Addy 
to second  and th ird  p laces 
respectively.

Elated Anim told Trustsports 
after the race that she is fulfilled 
having beaten the two Nigerian 
runners home and away this year.

Meanwhile, it was all Nige­
rians affairs in other events, as 
the duo o f  Onorah Edith and 
Funm i O gundana em erged  
winners in 100m (m iddle) fe­
male.

Edith breasted the tape at 
13.83 seconds to w'in gold medal 
while Ogundana clocked 14.60 
seconds to p ic k  the silver medal, 
as the third were to G hana’s

Standings:

1. Nigeria 7/ 4 i 2 12 3 13
2. Liberia n _4- -0--7*%r 9 8 r r ^ ~
T f SirdarT" 6 3 0 3 5 9 9
4. Ghana 6 2 2 2 9 6 8
5. Sierra Leone 6 i i 4 2 11 4 *

Super Four
This is our year
There is a strong indica­

tion that the “Flying 
A ntelope” - Enugu 

Rangers International FC are 
not leaving anything to 
chances in their quest to win 
the Pepsi Super Four slated 
for National Stadium, Lagos.

Rangers International FC 
team manager, Davidson  
Owunmi told Trustsports that 
the players are in high spirit 
and rearing to go.

This year Super Four is 
going to be a different ball 
game, as we are not going to 
take chances at all. In fact, this 
is our year,” he boasted.

The former Rangers FC

player explained that the team 
management has paid all the 
outstanding sign-on fees  
stressing that the boys have 
been properly motivated for 
the Super Four cracker.

He added that the duo o f  
Emmanuel Agbo and Ndidi 
Anumunu had been brought 
in from Inwanyawu  
Nationale FC to strengthen 
the team.

He disclosed that the team 
would arrive Lagos on 
Sunday and camp at 
Mainland Hotel, Oyingbo.

Also, coach Godfrey Esu- 
tutored boys are camping at 
Snake Island in Lagos where

Super-Four fixtures
3rd July, 2001 

Enyimba -  Gombe 
NPA -  Rangers

5th July, 2001 
Rangers -  Gombe 
NPA -Enyimba

7th July, 2001 
Gombe -  NPA 

Rangers -  Enyimba

R osina A m enegbede w ith a 
time o f 15.02 seconds.

In the 400m (H) women fi­
nal, it was a sweet victory for 
the tw o N ig eria  g irls  w ho 
emerged the winners Catherina 
Obi lor won the race with a time 
o f  58.47 seconds as L araba 
Nasiru came second with a time

o f 59.25 seconds.
M ali’s Mari Malikone came 

th ird  w ith a tim e o f  65.24 
seconds.

In shot pu t event, it was also 
all N igerian affairs as Sim or 
V ic to r and U che A m acool 
em erged  firs t and second  
respectively.

R e-o rg a n isa tio n  
im m in e n t in  N A B A

A major
reorganisation is 
imminent in Nigeria 

Amateur Boxing Associa­
tion (NABA), Trustsports 
can authoritatively reveal.

Speaking with
T rustsports  yesterday, 
NABA Secretary-General, 
Olusola Luke, said the asso­
ciation would have to un­
dergo a reorganisation in a 
bid to ensure productivity.

Luke hinted that there 
are six staff on the payroll of 
the association, who are 
practically doing nothing.

“Honestly, w.e have to

-  O w unm i
they are perfecting their 
strategies for the Pepsi Su­
per Four showdown.

Coach Esu assured that 
there is no cause for alarm, 
as the players match bonus 
have been increased by hun­
dred per cent.

sanitise this association if  we 
want to move forward.

“Personally, I am not 
ready to condole indiscipline 
in any way. All hands must 
be on deck, in a bid to revamp 
this association,” he said.

The former Nigeria  
W eightlifting Federation  
Scribe hinted that there are 
coaches who are not produc­
tive, adding that such coaches 
would either give way or get 
serious.

“Boxing is popular sports 
and if  these coaches are seri­
ous we can jointly bring box- 
ing to its pride o f  place  
among other sports in this 
country,” he stressed.

He disclosed that some of  
the coaches would be reas­
signed so as to keep them 
busy and productive too, say­
ing “nobody will idle here 
again.”

It w ill be recalled that 
Luke is making his third ap­
pearance in NABA, as he was 
redeployed from NABA to 
weightlifting in the previous 
posting before the latest one.

Francis Obikwelu, right, leading the pack in the 100m men event at the 
Mobil Athletics Championship last year. Nigeria has flopped in the sprint 
events at the just concluded Region II tournament in Lagos.

Why schools 
downhill -

Senator Fred Brume has 
given reason why inter­
collegiate sports sud­
denly went down hill in the 

country.
The Senator, who is spon­

soring an Intercollegiate Soc-

P e p s i
d o l e

Sponsors o f the Super 
Four play-off Pepsi 
shocks the NFA when 

it only doled out a paltry 
MOO,000 for the 
organisation o f  the fiesta 
which begins tomorrow.

Trustsports learnt that 
the NFA had budgeted  
N 1.5m for the fiesta but the 
sponsors prumed down the 
budget, a situation that has 
greatly tasked the NFA  
proleague department over 
how to use the meagre sum 
to run the 6-day tournament.

Consequent upon the 
meagre sum, the NFA has re­
solved not to pay the match 
commissioners in view o f  
the fact that accommodation 
for the officials alone will 
gulp N300,000.

The NFA proleague de­
partment was, however con­
templating employing the 
services o f  match commis­
sioners and other officials 
resident in Lagos in order to 
cut down on expenses for ac­
commodating and covering 
other m iscellaneous ex ­
penses for the tournament 
involving Rangers, Gombe, 
Enyimba and NPA.

s h o c k s  N F A ,  
s  o u t  N  . 4 m

By Patrick Andrew ]
Though proleague 

scribed, Mallam Salihu  
Abubakar, declined to state 
specifically how much was 
approved by Pepsi for the 
organisation o f the play-off, 
he, however, confirmed that 
the amount was a far cry from 
the N 1.5m budgeted for it.

Mallam Abubakar also 
admitted that the lean fund 
has tasked the organisational 
ingenuity o f his department, 
noting that it has, however, 
appealed for upward review 
of the approved budget.

The Super Four play-off 
is an innovation which begun 
three years ago with the in­
tention o f producing the best 
in the proleague to repre­
sented the country in the 
League Champions Cup 
which has been elusive.

Lions Stars o f  Makurdi 
won the maiden edition but 
flopped in the continental, 
while Julius Berger, which 
won the ticket, last year has 
already qualified for the 
league series o f  the money 
spinning championship.

The winners o f  the Super 
Four play-off will cart home

N 3m , the runners-up 
N 1.250m, third and fourth 
places will collect N750,000 
and N500,000 respectively. 
The tournaments begin tomor­
row through Saturday.

Rangers Intenational 
which topped the table when 
the curtain fell on proleague 
will be battling to break away 
a jinx Iwuanyanwu Nationale 
suffred from in last year’s edi­
tion. Though Nationale topped 
the table, it could not shake off 
the stiff challenges o f Berger, 
Plateau United and Wikki 
Tourists to lift the Super Four 
trophy.

Dr. Tijani Yusuf, NFA Scribe

sports went
lawmaker
cer Championship among 
senior secondary schools in 
Delta State, said govern­
ment was to blame for the 
decline in standard o f  
school sports.

“The Federal Govern 
ment is to blame for taking 
over som e m issionary  
schools without making ad­
equate arrangement to in­
crease facilities in these 
schools in order to accom­
modate intercollegiate  
games. Then the society is 
also to blame because o f  the 
sudden death o f  values 
w hich w ere instilled  in 
youth at schools.

“D efin itely , schools  
sports provided avenues for 
socialising and character 
building was held in low es­
timation by the society,” he 
said.

The Senator who related 
with nostalgia the era o f  
intercollegiate games in the 
country also attributed the 
fall o f  interest in schools 
games to “lack o f discipline 
supervision by authorities 
who should have endeavour 
to mould the character o f the 
youth through vibrant 
intercollegiate games.”

The Senator, who inau 
gurated the Intercollegiate 
Games Committee last Sat 
urday in Warri, Delta State 
noted that the revival o f  
school sports will douse the 
ethnic ember rampant in the 
Niger Delta Region by com 
pelling conviviality among 
youth in the area and be 
yond.
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T
against Ghana
e former Super By Patr ick  Andrew about his determinahe former Super 

Eagles skipper, Dan 
the B ull”

Amokachi, will definitely 
wear the national colour 
against the Black Stars of 
Ghana in the crucial 2002 
World Cup qualifier on July 
28.

NFA second vice-chair­
man, barrister Nwafor 
Obienu, dropped the hint last 
weekend while assessing the 
performance of the Everton 
FC supportive striker.

Amokachi, who has been 
out of active football follow­
ing a thorny injury, Barrister 
Obienu said, was remarkable 
in the Kano camp o f the 
Super Eagles who were 
preparing for yesterday’s 
Herculean desert war against 
Sudan in Omdurman.

“Amokachi was 70 per 
cent fit. He shoots well, 
marks with the usual grit and 
boisterity peculiar to him.

We however dropped 
him to avoid a repeat of what 
happened to Amuneke some 
months ago. But I can assure 
you that the technical crew 
will invite him for the last 
match against Ghana,” he 
said.

World Cup Results

Burkina Faso I Vs S. Africa l 

Cameroon 2 Vs Togo 0 

Sudan 0 Vs c Nigeria 4

A c co rd in g  to  O b ien u , 
A m okachi’s w ork rate was 
im pressive and above aver­
age noting that i f  he sustains 
the form he would be sure bet 
for the N ations Cup in Mali.

The NFA Vice-Chairman 
further said that the form er 
sk ipper left none in doubt

about his determination to be 
back in active football after 
the forced tw o years lay-off.

O bienu equally cleared 
the air on the decision to drop 
G a rb a  L aw al w h ile  
N w a n k w o  K an u  w as in ­
cluded since both w ere nurs- 
in g  in ju r ie s ,  n o tin g  th a t 
Lawal’s injury was more pro­
nounced than that o f  Kanu.

Vs Ghana 2

Kanu pledges 
future with Arsenal

Kanu has vowed to 
win his place back 
jn the Arsenal 

starting line-up - rather 
than look for another club.

The Nigerian interna­
tional has been the subject 
o f intense transfer specu­
lation after Arsene Wenger 
paid £10m for Everton’s 
Francis Jeffers.

But Kanu’s agent, 
Frank Sedoc, has scotched 
rumours o f  a m ove to 
Glasgow Rangers - the lat­
est club to express an in­
terest in the gangly for­
ward.

“It is completely un­
true,' said Sedoc. “With all 
due respect, he is not a 
player for the Scottish
league.

“There are many clubs 
interested in him but he 

.wants to prove himself at

Arsenal.
“He came to London to 

win something and that has 
not happened yet so he 
wants to stay there until it 
does.

“R angers have not 
been in touch with us and 
we have not con tac ted  
them either,” he said.

r

Kanu
Jamaican forward Deon Burton, controls the ball during the World Cup qualifier versus Trinidad and Tobago at 
the Queen’s Park Oval, in Port of Spain, Trinidad on Saturday. Jamaica won 1-2.

Miguel Caceres o f Paraguay, center, shoots the ball with a free kick during the first half o f their game in the 
three-nation Kirin Cup soccer tournament at the Sapporo Dome in Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan, yesterday. At left, 
Koji Nakata and at right, Kazuyuki Toda, both o f Japan. Paraguay lost to Japan, 0-2.

Russians Marat Safin returns a ball during his second round 4-6, 7-6, 6-2 victory against Germany’s Jens 
Knippschild at the Stella Artois Tennis tournament at Queen’s Club in central London ...recently.
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